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DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 


We,  the  People  of  Ihe  Slate  of  Maryland.  «:rate- 
fui  to  Almighty  God  for  our  civil  and  reiigi- 
oufi  liberty,  and  taking  into  our  serious  con- 
sideration t!ie  best  means  of  establishing  a 
^ood  Constitution  in  this  State,  for  the  sure 
/ounilation  and  more  permanent  security 
thereof,  D>xlare  : 

Art.  1.  That  all  goTemment  of  right  origi- 
nates from  the  people,  is*  founded  in  compact 
ooly,  and  instituted  solely  for  the  good  of  the 
whole:  and  they  have  at  all  times  according  to 
the  mode  prescribed  in  this  Constitution,  the 
noaijenable  right  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish 
their  form  of  Government,  in  such  manner  as 
tbey  may  deem  expedient. 

Art  2.  That  the  people  of  this  State  ought 
to  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulat- 
ing the  internal  government  and  police  thereof. 
An  3.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  are 
entitled  to  the  common  law  of  England,  and 
the  trial  by  jury  according  to  the  course  of  that 
kw,  and  to  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  English 
statutes  as  existed  on  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  which 
by  experience  have  been  found  applicable  to 
their  local  and  other  circumstances,  aud  have 
been  introduced,  used  and  practiced  by  the 
courts  of  law  or  eqaity,  and  also  of  all  acts  of 
Assembly  in  force  on  the  first  Monday  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  except  such 
as  may  have  since  expired,  or  may  be  altered 
by  this  Constitution,  subject,  nevertheless  to  the 
revision  of,  and  amendment  or  repeal  by  the 
Le^'slature  of  this  State;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
l^laryland  are  also  entitled  to  all  property  de- 
rived to  them  from  or  under  the  charter,  granted 
by  his  Majesty  Charles  the  First  to  Cscilius 
Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore. 

Art  4.  That  all  persons  invested  with  the 
legislative  or  executive  powers  of  government 
are  the  trustees  of  the  public,  and  as  such  ac- 
countable for  their  conduct;  whenever  the  ends 
of  government  are  perverted,  and  nublic  liberty 
manifestly  endangered,  and  all  other  mfans  of 
redress  are  inetfectual,  the  people  may,  and  of 
right  ought  to  reform  the  old  or  establish  a  new 
government;  the  doctrine  of  non- resistance 
against  arbitrary  power  and  oppression  is  ab- 


surd, slavish  and  destructive  of  the  good  and 
happiness  of  mankind. 

Art.  5.  That  the  right  of  the  people  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Legislature  is  the  best  security  of 
liberty,  and  the  foundation  of  all  free  govern- 
ment; for  this  purpose  elections  ought  to  be  free 
and  frequent,  and  every  free  white  male  citizen 
having  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, ought  to  have  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Art  6.  That  the  legislative,  executive  and 
judicial  powers  of  government  ought  to  be  for 
ever  separate  and  distinct  from  eacn  other;  and 
no  person  exercising  the  functions  of  one  of  said 
departments  shall  assume  or  discharge  the  da- 
ties  of  any  other. 

Art.  7.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws, 
,or  the  execution  of  laws,  unless  by  or  derived 
fiom  the  Legislature,  ought  to  be  exercised  or 
allowed. 

Art.  8.  That  freedom  of  speech  and  debate 
or  proceedings  in  the  Legislature,  Qught  not  to 
be  impeached  in  any  court  of  judicature. 

Art.  9.  That  Annapolis  be  the  place  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature;  and  the  Le?isi|iture 
ought  not  to  be  convened  or  held  at  any  other 
place  but  from  evident  necessity. 

Art.  10.  That  for  the  redress  of  grierancee, 
and  for  amending,  strengthening  and  preserving 
the  laws,  the  L^islature  ought  to  be  frequently 
convened. 

Art.  1 1 .  That  every  man  hath  a  right  to  pe- 
tition the  Legislature  for  the  redress  of  grieTancei 
in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner. 

Art.  12.  That  no  aid,  charge,  tax,  burthen, 
or  fees,  ought  to  be  rated  or  levied,  under  any 
pretence,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

Art.  13.  That  the  levying  of  taxes  l^  the  poll 
is  grievous  and  oppressive  and  ought  to  be  aiiol- 
ished;  that  paupers  ought  not  to  be  assesfH^  fat 
the  support  of  government,  but  every  oiher  per- 
son in  the  State,  or  person  holding  property 
therein,  ought  to  contribute  his  proportion  of 
public  taxes,  for  the  support  of  government,  ae- 
cording  to  his  actual  worth  in  real  or  personal 
property;  yet  fines,  duties  or  taxes  may  properly 
and  justly  be  imposed  or  laid,  on  persons  or  pro- 
perty, with  a  political  view,  for  the  good  govern* 
ment  and  benefit  ef  the  community. 


Art.  14.  That  sanguinary  la^s  ouj^ht  to  be 
avoided,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
the  State;  and  no  law  to  inflict  cruel  and  unusual 
pains  and  penalties  on<{ht  to  be  made  in  any  case, 
or  at  any  time  hereafter. 

Art.  15.  That  retrospective  laws,  punishing 
acts  committed  before  the  existence  of  said  laws, 
and  by  them  only  declared  criminal  >  are  oppres- 
sive, unjust  and  incompatible  with  liberty; 
wherefore,  no  f'X|x«t  facUi  law  ought  to  be  made. 

Art.  16.  That  no  law  to  attaint  particular  per- 
sons of  treason  or  felony,  ought  to  be  made  in  any 
case,  or  at  any  time  hereafter. 

Art.  17.  That  every  free  man,  for  any  injury 
done  to  him  in  his  person  or  property,  ought  to 
have  remedy  by  the  course  of  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  ought  to  have  justice  and  right,  freely 
without  sale,  fully  without  any  denial,  and 
speed ily^without  delay  according  to  the  law  of 
the  land. 

Art.  18.  That  the  trial  of  facts  where  they 
arise,  is  one  of  the  greatest  securities  of  the 
lives,  liberties,  and  estate  of  the  people. 

Art.  19.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions, 
every  man  hath  a  right  to  he  informed  of  the 
accusation  against  himj  to  have  a  c-opy  of  the 
indictment  or  charge,  in  due  time  (if  required) 
to  prepare  for  his  defence;  to  be  allowed  counsel, 
to  oe  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him; 
to  have  process  for  his  witnesses;  to  examine  the 
witnesses  for  and  against  him  on  oath;  and  to  a 
speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  without  whose 
ananimous  consent  tie  ought  not  to  be  found 
guilty. 

Art.  20.  That  no  man  ought  to  be  compelled 
to.give  evidence  against  himself  in  a  court  of 
oommon  law,  or  in  any.  other  court,  but  in  such 
cam  as  have  been  usually  practiced  in  thisState, 
or  may  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  Lagislature. 

Art.  21.  That  no  free  man  ought  to  be  taken 
or  imprisoned,  or  disseized  of  his  freehold,  liber- 
ties or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  in 
any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life, 
liberty  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his 
peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land;  provided,  that 
nothing  in  this  article  shall  be  so  construed  as  te 

1>revef)t  the  Legislature  from  passing  all  such 
aws  for  the  government,  regulation  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  free  colored  population  of  this  State 
as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Art.  22.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  to  be 
required,  nor  excessive  fines  im()owd>  nor  cruel 
or  unusual  punishment  inflicted  by  the  courts  of 
law. 

Art.  23.  That  all  warrants,  without  oath,  or 
affirmation,  to  search  suspected  places,  or  to  seise 
any  person  or  property,  are  grievous  and  oppres- 
sive; and  all  general  warrants  to  search  suspected 
places,  or  to  apprehend  suspected  persons,  with- 
out naming  or  describing  the  place,  or  the  per- 
son in  special,  are  illegal  and  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 


Art.  24.  That  no  conviction  shall  work  cor^ 
niption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

Art.  25.  That  a  well  reg:ulated  militia  is  the 
proper  and  natural  defence  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment. 

Art.  26.  That  standing  armies  are  dangerous 
to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  raided  or  kept 
up  without  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

Art.  27.  That  in  all  caRes  and  at  all  times, 
the  military  ought  to  be  under  strict  subordina- 
tion to,  and  control  of  the  civil  power. 

Art.  28.  That  no  soldier  ought  to  be  quar- 
tered in  any  bouse  in  time  of  peace  without  the 
consent  of  the  owners  and  in  time  of  war  in 
such  manner  only  as  the  Legislature  shall 
direct. 

Art.  29.  That  no  person  except  regular  sol- 
diers, mariners,  and  marinest  in  the  service  of 
this  State,  or  militia  when  in  actual  service, 
ought  in  any  case  to  be  subject  to  or  punish- 
able by  martial  iaw« 

Art.  30.  That  the  independency  and  upright- 
ness of  Judges  are  essential  to  the  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  and  a  great  security 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  where- 
fore the  Judges  shall  not  be  removed  except  for 
misbehaviour,  on  conviction  in  a  court  of  law, 
or  by  the  Governor,  upon  the  address  of  the 
General  Assembly;  ptwu/ecf,  that  two  thirds  of 
all  the  members  of  each  House  concur  in  such 
address.  No  Judge  shall  hold  any  other  office, 
civil  or  military,  or  political  trust  or  employ- 
ment of  any  kind  whatsoever,  under  the  Con- 
stitution or  Laws  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  or  receive  fees  or  per- 
quisites of  any  kind  for  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties. 

Art.  31.  That  a  long  continuance  in  the  exe- 
cutive departments  of  power  or  trust,  is  danger- 
ous to  liberty;  a  rotation,  therefore,  in  those 
departments  is  one  of  the  best  securities  of  per- 
manent freedom. 

Art.  32.  That  no  person  ought  to  hold  at  the 
same  time  more  than  one  office  of  ])rofit,  created 
by  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  this  State;  nor 
ought  any  person  in  public  trust  to  receive  any 
present  from  any  Foreign  Prince,  or  Slate,  or 
irom  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  with> 
out  the  approbation  of  this  State. 

Art.  83.  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man 
to  worship  God  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks 
most  acceptable  to  Him,  ail  persons  are  equally 
entitled  to  protection  in  their  religious  liberty; 
wherefore,  no  person  ought,  by  any  law,  to  be 
molested  in  his  person  or  estate,  on  account  of 
his  religious  pei suasion  or  profession,  or  for 
his  religipus  practice,  unless  under  color  of  re- 
ligion, any  man  shall  disturb  the  good  order, . 
peace  or  *^  safety  of  the  State,  or  shall  infringe 
the  laws  of  morality,  or  injure  others  in  their 
natoral,  civil  or  religious  rights  nor  ought  any 
person  be  compeiied  to  frequent  or  maintain  or 


coDtribate,  nnleFs  on  contract,  to  maintain  any 
place  of  worship  or  any  ministry;  nor  shall  any 
person  be  deemed  incompetent  as  a  witness  or 
jaror,  who  believes  in  the  existence  of  a  God, 
and  that  under  his  dispensation  such  person  will 
be  held  morally  accountable  for  his  acts,  and  be 
rewarded  or  punished  thereior,  either  in  this 
world  or  the  world  to  come. 

Art.  34.  That  no  other  test  or  qualification 
OQght  to  be  required  on  admission  to  any  office 
oi  trust  or  profit,  than  such  oath  of  office  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  this  Constitution,  or  by 
tbe  Laws  of  the  State,  and  a  declaration  of  be- 
lief in  the  Christian  religion;  and  if  the  party 
shall  profess  to  be  a  Jew,  the  declaration  shall 
be  of  his  belief  in  a  future  state  of  rewards  and 
punishments. 

Art.  35.  That  every  pi  ft,  sale  or  devise  of 
land  to  aiiy  minii^ter,  public  teacher  or  preacher 
of  the  gospel,  as  such,  or  to  any  religious  sect, 
order  or  denomination,  or  to  or  for  the  support, 
Di*  or  benefit  of.  or  in  trust  for  any  minister, 
public  teacher,  or  preacher  of  the  gospel,  as 
sDch,  or  any  religious  sect,  order  or  denomi- 
nation, and  every  gift  or  sale  of  goods  or  chat- 
tels to  go  in  succession,  or  to  take  place  after 
the  death  of  the  seller  or  donor,  to  or  for  such 
support,  use  or  benefit;  and,  also,  every  device 
of  gotxJs  or  chattels,  to  or  for  the  support,  use 
or  benefit  of  any  minister,  public  teacher  or 
preacher  of  the  gospel,  as  such,  or  any  rellgi- 
oDs  sef  t,  order  or  denomin'ttion,  without  the 
leave  of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  void;  except 
alway?,  any  sale,  gift,  lease  or  devise  of  |iny 
quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  five  acres  for 
a  church,  meeting  house  or  other  house  of 


worship,  or  parsonage,  or  for  a  burying  ground, 
which  shall  h*^  improved, enjov el  or  used  only 
for  such  purpose;  or  buch  bale,  gift,  lease  or 
device,  bhall  he  void. 

Art.  36.  That  the  manner  of  administering  an 
oath  or  affirmation  to  any  person  ought  to  be  such 
as  those  of  the  religious  persuasion,  profession  or 
denomination  of  which  he  is  a  member,  gener- 
ally esteem  the  most  eff»H:tual  confirmation  by 
the  attestation  of  the  Divine  Being 

Art.  37.  That  the  city  of  Annapolis  ought  to 
have  all  its  rights,  privileges  an<l  benefits,  agree- 
aUy  to  its  Charter,  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
confirming  and  regulating  the  same;  subject  to 
such  alterations  as  have  l^n  or  as  may  be  made 
by  the  Legislature. 

Art.  38.  That  the  liberty  of  the  press  ought 
to  be  inviolably  preserved. 

Art.  39.  That  monopolies  are  odious,  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  a  free  government  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  commerce,  and  ought  not  to  be  suffered. 

Art.  40.  That  no  title  of  nobility  or  hereditary 
honors  ought  to  be  granted  in  this  State. 

Art.  41.  That  the  Legislature  ought  to  en- 
courage the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  virtue, 
the  promotion  of  literature,  the  arts,  sciences, 
agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures,  and 
the  general  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
people. 

Art.  42.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shall  not 
be  construed  to  impair  or  deny  others  retained  by 
the  people. 

Art.  43.  That  this  Constitution  shall  not  be 
altered,  changed  or  abolished,  except  in   tbe 
,  manner  therein  prescribed  and  directed. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  L 

Elective  Franchise. 

Sec.  1.  Every  free  white  male  person  of 
twenty-one  years  of  age  or  upwards,  who  shall 
have  been  one  year  next  preceding  the  election 
a  resident  of  the  State,  and  for  six  months  a 
resident  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  or  of  any 
county  in  which  he  may  offer  to  vote,  and  being 
at  tbe  time  of  the  election  a  citizen  of  the  Unitt  d 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  ward  or 
election  district  in  which  he  resides,  in  all  elec- 
tions hereafter  to  be  held;  and  at  all  such  elec- 
tions the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  ballot.  And  in 
case  any  county  or  city  shall  be  so  divided  as  to 
ibrm  portions  of  different  electoral  districts  for 
the  election  of  Congressmen,  Senator,  Delegate 
or  other  officer  or  officers*  then  to  entitle  a  per- 


son to  vote  for  such  officer,  he  must  have  been  a 
resident  of  that  })art  of  the  county  or  city  which 
shall  form  a  part  of  the  electoral  district  in 
which  he  offers  to  vote,  for  six  months  next  pre- 
ceding ihe  election,  but  a  person  who  shall  have 
acquired  a  residence  in  such  county  or  city  en- 
titling him  to  vote  at  any  such  election,  shall  be 
entitled  tovtitein  the  election  district  from  which 
he  removed,  until  he  shall  have  acquired  a  resi- 
dence in  the  part  of  the  county  or  city  to  which 
he  has  removed. 

Sec.  2.  That  if  any  person  shall  give,  or  offer 
to  give  directly  or  indirectly,  any  bribe,  present 
or  reward,  or  any  promise,  or  any  security  for 
the  payment  or  delivery  of  any  money  or  any 
other  thing,  to  induce  any  voter  to  refrain  from 
casting  his  vote,  or  forcibly  to  prevent  him  in  any 
way  from  voting,  or  to  obtain  or  procure  a  vote 
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SECLAKATION  OF  BIGHTS. 


We,  the  People  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  fljrate- 
fui  to  Almighty  God  for  our  civil  and  relifci- 
ou«  liberty,  and  taking  into  our  serious  con- 
eideratiou  the  best  means  of  establishing  a 
good  Constitution  in  this  State,  for  the  sure 
foundation  and  more  permanent  security 
thereof,  Declare  : 

Art.  1.  That  all  government  of  right  origi- 
nates from  the  people,  is*  founded  in  compact 
only,  and  instituted  solely  for  the  good  of  the 
whole:  and  they  have  at  all  times  according  to 
the  mode  prescribed  in  this  Constitution,  the 
unalienable  right  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish 
their  form  of  Government,  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  deem  expedient. 

An.  2.  That  the  people  of  this  State  ought 
to  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulat- 
ing the  internal  government  and  police  thereof. 
Art  3.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  are 
entitled  to  the  common  law  of  England,  and 
the  trial  by  jury  according  to  the  course  of  that 
law,  and  to  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  English 
statutes  as  existed  on  the  fourth  day  of  Joly, 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  which 
by  experience  have  been  found  applicable  to 
their  local  and  other  circumstances,  and  have 
been  introduced,  used  and   practiced   by  the 
courts  of  law  or  eqttity,  and  also  of  all  acts  of 
Assembly  in  force  on  the  first  Monday  of  No- 
feraber,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  except  such 
IS  may  have  since  expired,  or  may  be  altered 
by  this  Constitution,  subject,  nevertheless  to  the 
revision  of,  and  amendment  or  repeal  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Maryland  are  also  entitled  to  all  property  de- 
rived to  them  from  or  under  the  charter,  granted 
by  his  Majesty  Charles  the  First  to  Cecilius 
Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore. 

Art  4.  That  all  persons  invested  with  the 
legislative  or  executive  powers  of  government 
are  the  trustees  of  the  public,  and  as  such  ac- 
countable for  their  conduct;  whenever  the  ends 
of  eovemment  are  perverted,  and  nublic  liberty 
maJoifeslly  endangered,  and  all  other  mfans  of 
redress  are  inetiectual,  the  people  may,  and  of 
n'ght  ought  to  reform  the  old  or  establish  a  new 
government;  the  doctrine  of  non-resistance 
against  arbitrary  power  and  oppreesion  is  ab- 


surd, slavish  and  destructive  of  the  good  and 
happinass  of  mankind. 

Art.  5.  That  the  right  of  the  people  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  Legislature  is  the  best  security  of 
liberty,  and  the  foundation  of  all  free  fovem- 
ment;  for  this  purpose  elections  ought  to  be  free 
and  frequent,  and  every  free  white  male  citizen 
having  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, ought  to  have  tne  right  of  suffrage. 

Art.  6.  That  the  legislative,  executive  and 
judicial  powers  of  government  oueht  to  be  for 
ever  separate  and  distinct  from  each  other;  and 
no  person  exercising  the  functions  of  one  of  said 
departments  shall  assume  or  discharge  the  du- 
ties of  any  other. 

Art.  7.  That  no  power  of  suspending  laws* 
,or  the  execution  of  laws,  unless  by  or  derived 
fiom  the  Legislature,  ought  to  be  exercised  or 
allowed. 

Art.  S.  That  freedom  of  speech  and  debate 
or  proceedings  in  the  Legislature,  ought  not  to 
be  impeached  in  any  court  of  judicature. 

Art.  9.  That  Annapolis  be  the  place  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature;  and  the  LeeisUtura 
ought  not  to  be  conveneil  or  held  at  any  other 
place  but  from  evident  necessity. 

Art.  10.  That  fbr  the  redress  of  grievancee, 
and  for  amending,  strengthening  and  preserving 
the  laws,  the  L^islature  ought  to  be  frequently 
convened. 

Art.  11.  That  every  man  hath  a  right  to  pe- 
tition the  Le^rislature  for  the  redress  of  grievancei 
in  a  peacrable  and  orderly  manner. 

Art.  12.  That  no  aid,  charge,  tax,  burthen, 
or  fees,  ought  to  be  rated  or  levied,  under  any 
pretence,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 
Art.  13.  That  the  levying  of  taxes  l^  the  poll 
is  grievous  and  oppressive  and  ought  to  be  abol- 
ished; that  paupers  ought  not  to  be  asspwaed  for 
the  support  of  government,  but  every  other  per- 
son in  the  State,  or  person  holding  property 
therein,  ought  to  contribute  his  proportion  of 
public  taxes,  for  the  support  of  gwemment.  ac- 
cording to  his  actual  worth  in  real  or  personal 
property;  yet  fines,  duties  or  taxes  may  properly 
and  justlif  be  imnneed  or  laid,  on  persons  or  pro- 
perty, with  a  political  view,  for  the  good  govern- 
ment and  benefit  ef  the  community. 
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Art.  14.  That  san^lnary  la^^s  ought  to  he 
avoided,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
the  Slate;  and  nu  law  to  inflict  cruel  and  unusual 
pains  and  penalties  ought  to  be  made  in  any  case, 
or  at  any  time  hereafter. 

Art.  15»  That  retroepective  laws,  punishing 
acts  oomniilted  before  the  existence  of  said  laws^ 
and  by  them  only  declared  criminal  are  oppres- 
bIto,  unjust  and  incompatiUe  with  liberty; 
wherefore,  no  ex  post  facto  law  ought  to  be  made. 

Art.  16.  That  no  law  to  attaint  particular  per- 
sona of  treason  or  felony,  ought  to  be  made  in  any 
case,  er  at  any  time  hereafter. 

Art.  17.  Tliat  every  free  mao»  for  any  iiyary 
done  to  him  in  his  person  or  property,  ought  to 
have  remedy  by  the  course  uf  the  kw  of  the 
land,  and  ought  to  have  justice  and  right,  freely 
without  sale,  fully  without  aiiy  denial,  and 
speedily^without  delay  according  to  the  law  of 
toe  land. 

Art.  18.  That  the  trial  of  facts  where  they 
ariae^  is  one  of  the  greatest  seourities  of  the 
Uvea,  liberties,  and  estate  of  the  people. 

Art.  19.  That  in  all  crimioal  proseontionst 
every  man  hath  a  ri^ht  to  he  informed  of  the 
■ootisation  against  him]  to  have  a  copy  of  the 
indictment  or  oharge,  in  due  time  (if  required) 
to  prepare  for  his  oefenc^  to  be  allowed  counsel^ 
to  oe  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him; 
to  have  procesB  for  hia  wiinesses;  to  examine  the 
witnesses  for  and  against  him  on  oath;  and  to  a 
speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  without  whose 
Qoaninious  consent  ne  ought  not  to  be  fbond 

Art.  20.  That  do  man  ou^ht  to  be  compelled 
tagive  evidence  against  himself  in  &  court  of 
-OQinm^  law,  or  in  any.  other  court,  but  in  such 
tfisstosaa  have  been  usually  practiced  in  this  State, 
or  may  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  L^gialature. 

Art  21.  That  no  free  man  ought  to  be  taken 
or  imprisoned,  or  disseized  of  his  freehold,  liber- 
ties or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  to 
soy  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life, 
lilierty  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his 
pseiS9  or  by  the  laW  of  the  land;  provided,  that 
nothing  in  this  article  shall  be  so  constraed  as  ts 
peveot  the  Legislature  from  passing  all  snob 
lawsfor  the  government,  regulation  and  dispod- 
tioD  of  the  free  colored  population  of  this  State 
as  they  roaydeem  necessary. 

Art  22.  That  exceasive  bail  ought  not  to  be 
required,  nor  excessive  fines  impo^d>  nor  cmd 
or  onusoal  punishment  inflicted  by  the  courts  of 
law.  -» 

Art.  23.  That  all  warrants,  without  oath,  or 
affirmation,  to  ssarch  suspected  places,  or  to  ssiss 
any  person  or  property,  are  grievous  and  oppres- 
sive; and  all  genend  warrants  to  sesreh  soapjBCtad 
places*  or  to  apprehend  suspected  persons,  with- 
oat  naming  or  describing  the  plsee,  or  the  per- 
son in  special,  are  iUei^  and  aught  ^  to  be 
IpaaCed* 


Art  24.  That  no  conviction  shall  work  cor^ 
ruptlon  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

Art  25.  That  a  well  regulated  militia  is  the 
proper  and  natural  defence  of  a  free  Govern* 
ment 

Art.  26.  That  standing  armies  are  dangerous 
to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  raised  or  kept 
up  without  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

Art  27.  That  in  all  eases  and  at  atl  times, 
the  military  ought  to  be  under  strict  subordina* 
tion  to,  and  control  of  the  civil  power. 

Art.  28.  That  no  soldier  ought  to  be  quar« 
tered  in  any  house  in  time  of  peace  without  the 
consent  of  the  oWneri  and  in  time  of  war  in 
such  manner  only  as  the  Legislature  shall 
direct 

Art  29.  That  no  person  except  regular  sol- 
diers, mariners,  and  marines,  in  the  service  of 
this  State,  or  militia  when  in  actual  service, 
ought  in  any  case  to  be  subject  to  or  punish- 
able by  martial  law. 

Art  30.  That  the  independency  and  upnght- 
neas  of  Judges  are  essential  to  the  impartial 
administration  of  justice,  and  a  great  securitj^ 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  where- 
fore the  Judges  shall  not  be  removed  except  for 
misbehaviour,  on  conviction  in  a  court  of  law, 
or  by  the  Governor,  upon  the  address  of  the 
General  Assembly;  prmridedf  that  two  thirds  of 
all  the  members  of  each  House  concur  in  such 
address.  No  Judge  shall  hold  any  other  office, 
civil  or  military,  or  political  trust  or  employ- 
ment of  any  kind  whatsoever,  under  the  Con- 
stitution or  Laws  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  pr  any  of  them,  or  receive  fees  or  per- 
qoisilto  of  any  kind  for  the  discharge  of  his 
ofkiai  duties. 

Art  81.  That  a  long  continuance  in  the  exe* 
culive  departments  of  power  or  trust,  is  danger- 
ous to  liberty  a  rotation,  therefore,  in  those 
departments  w  one  of  the  be^(  securities  of  per- 
manent freedom. 

•  Art  82.  That  no  person  ought  to  hold  at  the 
same  time  more  than  one  office  of  profit,  created 
by  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  this  State;  nor 
ought  any  person  in  public  trust  to  receive  any 
present  from  any  Foreign  Prince,  or  State,  or 
from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  with- 
out the  approbation  of  this  State. 

Art  83.  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man 
to  worship  God  in  ssch  manner  as  he  thinks 
most  acceptable  to  Him,  all  persons  are  equally 
entitled  to  protection  in  their  religious  lioerty; 
wherefore,  no  person  ought,  by  any  law,  to  be 
molested  in  his  person  or  estate,  on  account  of 
his  ieli|iou8  persuasion  or  profession,  or  for 
his  religipus  practice,  unless  under  color  of  re- 
ligion, any  man  shall  disturb  the  good  order, . 
peace  or  ** safety  of  the  State,  or  shall  infringe 
the  laws  of  morality,  or  injure  others  in  their 
natural,  ciiril  or  relinous  rights  nor  ought  any 
person  be  cpmpellea  to  frequent  or  maintain  or 


contribate,  unleFs  on  contract,  to  maintain  any  worship,  or  parsoaaire,  or  for  a  bnryinp  ^oond, 

place  of  wori^hip  or  any  ministry;  nor  shall  any  which  ahall  h^  improvei),  enjoye )  or  used  only 

person  be  deemed  incompetent  as  a  witness  or  fur  such  purpose;  or  t^uch  bale,  \iitU  lease  or 

jurnr.  who  believes  in  the  existence  oi  a  God,  device,  t^hall  he  void. 

and  that  under  his  dispensation  such  person  will  ^rt.  36.  That  themanner  of  adminislerinjfwi 

be  held  morally  accountable  for  his  acts,  and  be  oath  or  affirmation  to  any  person  outrht  to  be  sach 

rewarded  or  punished  thereior,  either  in  this  ^s  thoee  of  the  relii^ous  persuasion,  profession  or 

world  or  the  world  to  come.  denomination  of  which  he  is  a  member,  gener- 

Art.  34.  That  no  other  test  or  qualification  ^Hy  esteem  the  moat  eflfeciual  confirmation  by 

ought  to  be  required  on  admission  to  any  office  the  attestation  of  the  Divine  Being 


•;■, '"  -"..-"«..  I  ^115../..,  «..u»  v^f«'Y  confirming  and  regulatmg  the  same;  subject  to 

L     r^r  r  *?  .^  V^"^'  ^^^  declaration  shall  ^^^^  alterations  as  have  l^n  or  as  may  be  made 

Deot  his  belief  in  a  future  slate  of  rewards  and  jjy  ^^^  Legislature 

punishments                                        ^    .       ,  Art.  38.  Thai  the  liberty  of  the  press  ought 

Art.  35.    I  hat  every  gift,  sale  or  devise  of  to  be  inviolably  preserved. 

Jai)dtoaiiyminit:ter,publicteacher  or  preacher  1  .  on   ri^u  /             i-            j*             4—— 

ofihego/pel,a«8uch.orto«ny  religious  sect,  .  Art.  39.  That  monopol.es  .re  odious  cont™^ 

order  or  d^omination.  or  to  or  for  the  support,  »?  h"  T  '  "*  8'"«™'»«'"  •"'*  "•«  Pil- 
ose or  benefit  of.  or  in  trust  for  any  minister.  "'^'A^Ti^^T'  !v  T'"kT'.  v,  *^.^ 
public  teacher,  or  preacher  of  the  gospel,  as  .   Art.  40.  That  no  title  of  nobil.tyur  hereditary 

I                   1-  •              .       1       '^  J         •  honora  ousht  to  be  sranted  in  this  otate. 

euch,  or  any  religious  sect,  order  or  denomi-  ""'""'  ""«»"   ^  ^  ^lauicu        no  >^^ 

nation,  and  every  gift  or  sale  of  goods  or  chat-  Art.  41.  That  the  Legislature  ought  to  en- 

lels  to  go  in  Kuccej-sion,  or  to  take  place  after  courage  the  diffiiSion  of  kuowledge  and  virtue, 

the  death  of  the  seller  or  donor,  to  or  for  such  <he  promotion  of  literature,  the  arts,  sciences. 

support,  use  or  benefit;  and,  also,  every  devit-e  agriculture,  commerce  and   manufactures,  and 

of  goods  or  chattels,  to  or  for  the  support,  use  ^^^  general  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the 

or  benefit  of  any  minister,  public  teacher  or  P®^P^®*  ^^   ^,.                         r  •  l      l  n 

preacher  of  the  gospel,  as  such,  or  any  religi-  Art.  42.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shall  not 

cos  se(  t,  order  or  denomination,  without  the  ^  construed  to  impair  or  deny  othere  retained  by 

leave  of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  void;  except  '^®  people. 

alwayR,  any  sale,  gift,  lease  or  devise  of  |iny  Art.  43.  That  this  Constitution  shall  not  be 

quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  five  acres  for  altered,  changed  or  abolished,  except  in   the 

a  church,  meeting  house  or  other  house  of  manner  therein  prescribed  and  directed. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  L 

Elective  Franchise* 

Sec.  1.  Every  free  white  male  person  of 
twenty-one  years  of  age  or  upwards,  who  shall 
have  been  one  year  next  preceding  the  election 
a  resident  of  the  State,  and  for  six  months  a 
resident  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  or  of  any 
eooniy  in  which  he  may  oflfer  to  vote,  and  being 
at  the  time  of  the  election  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Stales,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  ward  or 
election  district  in  which  he  resides,  in  all  elec- 
tions hereaAer  to  be  held;  and  at  all  such  elec- 
tions the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  ballot.    And  in 


son  to  vote  for  puch  officer,  he  must  have  been  a 
resident  of  that  part  of  the  county  or  city  which 
shall  form  a  part  of  the  electoral  district  in 
which  he  offers  to  vote,  for  six  months  next  pre- 
ceding the  election,  but  a  person  who  shall  have 
acquired  a  residence  in  such  county  or  city  en- 
titling him  to  vole  at  any  such  election,  shall  be 
entitled  tovutein  the  election  district  from  which 
he  removed,  until  he  shall  have  acquired  a  resi- 
dence in  the  part  of  the  county  or  city  to  which 
he  has  removpd. 

Sec.  2.  That  if  any  person  shall  give,  or  offer 
to  give  directly  or  indirectly,  any  bribe,  present 
or  reward,  or  any  promise,  or  any  security  for 


case  any  county  or  city  shall  be  so  divided  as  to  I  the  payment  or  delivery  of  any  money  or  any 
iunn  portions  uf  different  electoral  districts  for  other  thing,  to  induce  any  voter  to  refrain  from 


the  election  of  Congressmen,  Senator,  Delegate 
or  other  officer  or  officers*  then  to  entitle  a  per- 


casting  his  vote,  or  forcibly  to  prevent  him  in  any 
way  from  voting,  or  to  obtain  or  procure  a  vote 
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for  any  candidate  or  person  proposed  or  voted  for, 
as  elector  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States^  or  Representative  in  Congress,  or 
ibr  any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  created  by  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  State^  or  by  the 
ordinances  or  authority  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore,  the  person  giving  or  offer- 
ing to  give,  and  the  person  receiving  the  same, 
and  any  penon  who  gives  or  causes  to  be  given 
an  illegal  vote,  knowing  it  to  be  so,  at  any  elec- 
tion to  be  hereafter  held  in  this  State,  shall  on 
conviction  in  a  court  of  law,  in  addition  to  the 
penalties  now  or  hereafter  to  be  imposed  by  Itw, 
be  forever  disqualified  to  hold  any  office  of  profit 
or  trust,  or  to  vote  at  any  election  thereafler. 

See.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland  to  pass  laws  to  punish 
with  fine  and  imprisonment  any  person  who 
shall  remove  into  any  election  district  or  ward 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  a  bona  fide  residence  therein,  out  for 
the  purpose  of  voting  therein  at  an  approaching 
election,  or  who  shall  vote  in  any  election  dis- 
trict or  ward  in  which  he  does  not  reside,  (ex 
cept  in  the  case  provided  for  in  the  first  article 
of  the  constitution,)  or  shall,^at  the  same  elec- 
tion, vote  in  more  than  one  election  district  or 
ward,  or  shall  vote  or  offer  to  vote  in  any  name 
not  his  own,  or  in  place  of  any  other  person  of 
the  same  name,  or  shall  vote  in  any  county  in 
which  he  does  not  reside. 


fol  and  corrupt  peijory,  and  be  thereafler  inca- 
pable of  voting  at  any  election,  and  also  incapable 
of  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  in  this 
State. 

Sec.  5.  That  no  person  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  convicted  of  larceny  or  other 
infamous  crime,  nnless  he  shall  be  pardoned  by 
the  Executive,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State,  and  no  per- 
son under  guardianship  as  a  lunatic,  or  as  a  per- 
son non  eofnpo9  mentis,  shaU  be  entitled  to  vote. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Executive  Department, 

Sec.  1.  The  executive  power  of  the  State 
shaJi  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  whose  term  of 
office  shall  commence  on  the  second  Wednesday 
of  January  next  ensuing  his  election,  and  con- 
tinue for  four  yearSj  or  until  his  successor  shall 
have  qualified. 

Sec.  2.  The  first  election  for  G<»vernor  under 
this  constitution  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesilay  of  November,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three,  and  on  the  same  day  and 
month  in  every  fourth  year  thereafter,  at  the 
places  of  voting  for  delegates  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and  every  person  qualified  to  vnte  for 
delegates  shall  be  qualified  and  entitled  to  vote 
for  Governor;  the  election  to  be  held  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  election  of  delegates,  and  the  re- 
i  turns  thereof,  under  seal,  to  be  addressed  to  the 


Sec.  4.  Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to '  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  en 
any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  constitution  closed  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
or  laws  made  pursuant  thereto,  before  he  shall  and  delivered  to  the  said  S|>eaker  at  the  corn- 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  such  office  shall  take  menoement  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  next 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation :  i  ensuing  said  election. 

I,  A  B,  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,)  ,  Sec.  3.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
that  I  will  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  gates  shall  then  open  the  said  returns  in  the 
States,  and  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  presence  of  both  houses,  and  the  person  having 
allegiance  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  support  the  highest  number  of  votes,  and  being  constitu- 
the  constitution  and  laws  thereof ^  that  I  will  to  tionally  eligible, shall  be  the  Governor, and  shall 
the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment  diligently  and  qualify  in  the  manner  herein  prescribed,  on  the 
faithfully,  without  partiality  or  prejudice,  exe-   second  Wednesday  of  January  next  ensuing  his 

cute  the  office  of according  to  the  consti-   election,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be  practi- 

tuiion  and  laws  of  this  State,  and  that  since  the  cable. 

adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  I  have  not  j  Sec.  4.  If  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  the 
in  any  manner  violated  the  provisions  thereof  in  highest  and  an  equal  number  of  votes,  one  of 
relation  to  bribery  of  voters  or  preventing  legal  them  shall  be  chosen  Governor  by  the  Senato 
or  procuring  illegal  votes  to  be  given  ;  (and  if  a  and  House  of  Delegates;  and  all  questions  in 
Governor,  Senator,  member  of  the  House  of  Del- I  relation  to  the  eligibility  of  Governor,  and  to 
agates,  or  Judge,)  "  that  I  will  not  directly  or  i  the  returns  of  said  election,  and  lo  the  number 
indirectly  receive  the  profits  or  any  part  of  the  '  and  legality  of  votes  therein  given,  shall  be  de- 
profits  of  any  other  office  during  the  time  of  my   termined  by  the  House  of  Delegates.     And  if 

acting  as ."    And  if  any  person  elected   the  perston,  or  persons,  having  the  higliest  num- 

or  appointed  to  office  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  I  her  of  votes  be  ineligible,  the  Governor  shall  be 
neglect  to  take  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  he '  chosen  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates, 
shall  be  considered  as  having  refused  to  accept   Every  election  of  Governor,  by  the  Legislature, 


the  said  office,  and  a 'new  election  or  appoint 
ment  shall  be  made  as  in  case  of  refusal  or  resig- 
nation, and  any  person  swearing  or  affirming 
falsely  in  the  premises  shall,  on  conviction  there- 
of in  a  court  of  law,  incur  the  penalties  for  will- 


shall  be  determined  by  a  joint  majority  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Delegates,  and  the  vote 
shall  be  taken  viva  voce.  But  if  two  or  nioro 
persons  shall  have  the  highest  and  an  ei^ual 
number  of  votes^  then  a  second  vote  shall  be 


taken,  which  shall  he  confined  to  the  persons 

haling  an  eqoal  nanober;  and  if  the  votes  should 

atgain  be  equal,  then  the  election  of  Governor 

«hall  be  determined  by  lot  between  those  who 

mhnW  have  tlie  highest  and  an  equal  number  on 

"She  first  tote. 

Sec.  5.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  three 
districts;  St.  Mary's,  Charles,  Calvert,  Prince 
^3reorge*s,  Anne  Arundel, Montgomery  and  How- 
surd  counties,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  be 
-^iie  first;  the  eight  counties  of  the  Elastern  Shore 
Xo  be  the  second;  and  Baltimore,  Harford,  Fred- 
erick, Washington,  Allegany  and  Carroll  coun- 
ties, to  be  the  third.    The  Governor,  elected 
from  the  third  district  in  October  last,  shall  corf- 
tinue  in  office  during  the  term  fur  which  he  was 
elected.    The  Governor  shall  be  taken  from  the 
first  district,  at  the  first  election  of  Governor 
under  this  constitution;  from  the  second  district 
at  the  second  election;  and  from'  the  third  district 
at  the  thiid  election;  and  in  like  manner,  after- 
wards, from  each  district,  in  regular  succession. 
Sec.  6.  A  person  to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
Governor,  must  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty 
years,  and  been  for  five  years  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  dye  years  next  preced 
ing  his  election  a  resident  of  the  State,  and  for 
three  years  a  resident  of  the  district  from  which 
he  was  elected. 

Sec.  7.  In  case  ^f  the  death  or  resignation  of 
the  Governor,  or  of  his  removal  from  the  Slate, 
the  General  Assembly,  if  in  session,  or  if  not,  at 
their  next  session,  shall  elect  some  other  quali- 
fied resident  of  the  same  district,  to  be  the  Gov- 
ernor for  the  residue  of  the  term  fur  which  the 
said  Governor  had  been  elected. 

Sec.  8Mn  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Governor  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature, 
the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  discharge  the 
duties  of  said  office  till  a  Governor  is  elected  as 
herein  provided  fur;  and  in  case  of  the  death  or 
resignation  of  said  President,  or  of  his  removal 
from  the  State,  or  of  his  refusal  to  serve,  then 
the  duties  of  said  office  shall,  in  like  manner, 
and  for  the  same, interval,  devolve  upon  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  the 
IJBgislatnre  may  provide  by  law  for  the  case  of 
impeachment  or  inability  of  the  Governor,  and 
declare  what  person  shall  perform  the  executive 
duties  during  such  impeachment  or  inability; 
and  fir  any  vacancy  in  said  office,  not  herein 
provided  for,  provision  may  bo  made  by  law,  and 
if  fiuch  vacancy  should  occur  witiiout  such  pro- 
vision being  made,  the  Legislature  shall  be  con- 
vened by  the  ^!ecretary  of  Stale  fur  the  purpose 
of  filling  said  vacancy. 

Sec.  i).  The  Governor  shall  be  commander  in 
chief  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  Stale, 
and  may  call  out  the  mililia  to  repel  invasions, 
soppreiV  insurrections,  and  enforce  the  execution 
of  the  laws;  but  shall  not  take  the  command  in 
person  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 


Sec.  10.  He  shall  take  care  thdt  the  laws  be 
faithfullv  executed. 

Sec.  11.  He  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
all  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  State  whose 
appointment  or  election  is  not  otherwise  herein 
provided  for,  unless  a  different  mode  of  appoint- 
ment be  presciibed  by  the  law  creating  the  office. 

Sec.  12.  In  case  of  any  vacancy  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  in  any  office  which  the  Gov- 
ernor has  power  to  fill,  he  shall  appoint  some 
suitable  person  to  said  office,  whose  commission 
shall  continue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature,  or  till  some  other  per- 
son is  appointed  to  the  same  office,  which  ever 
shall  first  occur,  and  the  nomination  of  the  per- 
son thus  appointed  during  the  recess,  or  of  some 
other  persun  in  his  place,  shall  be  made  to  the 
Senate  within  thirty  days  af\er  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  1«-J.  No  person  after  being  rejected  by  the 
Senate,  shall  be  again  nominated  for  the  same 
ofiice  at  the  same  session,  unless  at  the  request 
of  the  Senate;  or  be  appointed  to  the  same  office 
during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  14.  All  civil  officers  appointed  by  the 
Governor  and  Senate,  shall  be  nominated  to  the 
Senate  within  fifty  days  frum  the  commence- 
ment of  each  regular  session  of  the  Legislature; 
and  their  term  of  office  shall  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  of  May  next  ensuing  their  appoint- 
ment, and  continue  for  two  years,  (unless  sooner 
removed  frum  office,)  and  until  their  suoceseorSy 
respectively,  qualify  accordmg  to  law. 

Sec.  15.  The  Governor  may  suspend  or  arrest 
any  military  officer  of  the  State,  fur  disobedience 
of  orders,  or  other  military  offence,  and  may  re- 
move him  in  pursuance  of  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial;  and  may  remove  fur  incompetency  or 
misconduct,  all  civil  officers  who  receive  ap- 
pointments from  the  executive  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years. 

Sec.  16.  The  Governor  may  convene  the 
Legislature,  or  the  Senate  alone,  on  extraordi- 
nary occasions;  and  whenever  from  the  presence 
of  an  enemy,  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  seat  of 
government  shall  become  an  unsafe  place  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature,  he  may  direct  their 
sessions  to  be  held  at  some  other  convenient 
place. 

Sec.  17.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
semi-annually,  and  oftener  if  he  deem  it  expe- 
dient, to  examine  the  bank  book,  account  books, 
and  official  proceedings  uf  the  Treasurer  and 
Comptruller  of  the  State. 

Sec.  18.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  inform 
the  Legislature  of  the  conditiun  of  the  Slate» 
and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  mea- 
sures as  he  may  judge  necessary  and  expedient. 

Sec.  19.  He  shall  have  power  tu  ^rant  re- 
prieves and  pardons  except  in  cases  of  impeach- 
ment, and  in  cases  in  which  he  is  prohibited  by 
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Other  articles  of  this  Constitution,  and  to  remit 
fines  and  forfeitures  fur  offences  against  the 
State;  but  shall  not  remit  the  principal  or  inter- 
est of  any  debt  due  to  the  State  except  in  cases 
of  fines  and  forfeitures;  and  before  granting  a 
nolle  prosequi,  or  pardon,  he  shall  ?ive  notice  in 
one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  application  made 
for  it,  and  of  the  day,  on  or  after  which  his  de- 
cision will  be  given;  and  in  every  case  in  which 
he  exercises  this  power  he  shall  report  to  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  whenever  required, 
the  petitions,  recommendations  and  reasons 
which  influence  his  decision. 

Sec.  20.  The  Governor  shall  reside  at  the  seat 
of  gojrernment,  and  shall  receive  for  hisseryices 
an  annual  salary  of  thirty  six  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  21.  When  the  public  interest  requires  it, 
he  shall  have  power  to  employ  counsel,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  such  compensation  as  the 
Legislature  may  allow  in  each  case  after  the 
services  of  such  counsel  shall  have  been  per- 
formed. 

Sec.  22.  A  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  con- 
tinue in  office,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the 
Governor,  till  the  end  of  the  official  term  of  the 
Governor  from  whom  he  received  his  appoint- 
ment, and  shall  receive  an  aninal  salary  of  one 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  23.  He  shall  carefully  keep  and  preserve 
a  record  of  all  official  acts  and  proceedings, 
(^which  may,  at  all  times^  be  inspected  by  a 
committee  of  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,) 
and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 

Erescribed  by  law,  or  as  may  properly  belong  to 
is  office.  ' 

ARTICLE  III. 

Legislative  Department, 

Sec.  1.  The  legislature  shall  consist  of  two 
distinct  branches,  a  Senate  and  a  House  of  Del- 
egates, which  shall  be  styled  **The  General 
Assembty  of  Maryland." 

Sec.  2.  Every  county  of  the  State  and  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  one 
Senator,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  counties  and  city  of  Baltimore  re- 
spectively, and  who  shall  serve  for  four  years 
from  the  day  of  their  election. 

Sec.  3.  The  Legislature  at  its  first  session 
after  the  returns  of  the  National  Census  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty  are  published,  and 
in  like  manier  after  each  subsequent  census, 
shall  apportion  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  among  the  several  counties  of  the 
State,  according  to  the  })opiilation  wf  each,  and 
shall  always  allow  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  four 
more  delegates  than  are  allowed  to  the  most 
populous  county,  but  no  county  shall  bo  entitled 
to  less  than  two  members,  nor  shall  the  whole 
number  of  delegates  ever  exceed  eighty  or  be 


less  than  sixty-five;  and  until  the  apportionment 
is  made  under  the  census  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty,  St.  Mary's  county  shall  be  entitled 
to  two  delegates;  Kent  two;  Anne  Arundel  three; 
Calvert  two;  Charles  two;  Baltimore  eounty  six; 
Talbot  two;  Somerset  four;  Dorchester  three; 
Cecil  three;  Prince  George's  three;  Queen 
Anne's  two;  Worcester  three;  Frederick  six; 
Harford  three;  Caroline  two;  BaltinK)re  city  ten; 
Washington  five;  Montoomery  two;  Allegany 
four;  Carroll  three  and  Howard  two. 

Sec.  4.  The  members  of  the-  House  of  Dele- 
gates shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of 
^he  counties  and  city  of  Baltimore  respectively, 
to  serve  for  two  years  from  the  day  of  their 
election. 

Sec.  5.  The  first  election  for  delegates  shall 
take  place  on  the  first  Wednesday  of.  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one;  and  the 
elections  for  delegates,  and  for  one  half  of  the 
senators  as  nearly  as  practicable,  shall  he  held  on 
the  same  day  in  every  second  year  thereafter, 
but  an  election  for  senators  shall  be  held  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one  in  Howard 
county  and  all  those  counties  in  which  senators 
were  elected  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty  six. 

Sec.  6.  Immediately  after  the  Senate  shall 
have  convened  after  the  first  election  under  this 
constitution,  the  senators  shall  be  divided  by  lot, 
into  two  classes,  as  nearly  equal  in  number  as 
may  be,  the  senators  of  the  first  class  shall  go 
oat  of  office  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  and 
senators  shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  three, 
for  the  term  of  four  years,  to  supply  their  places; 
so  that,  after  the  first  election,  one  half  of  the 
senators  may  be  chosen  every  second  year;  pro- 
vided, that  in  no  case  shall  any  senator  be  placed 
in  a  class  which  shall  entitle  him  to  serve  for  a 
longer  term  than  that  for  which  he  was  elected. 
In  case  the  number  of  senators  be  hereafter  in- 
creased, such  classification  of  the  additional  sen- 
ators shall  be  made  as  to  preserve  as  nearly  as 
may  be  an  equal  number  in  each  class 

Sec.  7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  on- 
the  first  Wednesday  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty- two,  on  the  same  day  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  three,  and  on  the 
same  day  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fiAy- 
four,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  second  year 
thereafter,  and  at  no  other  time,  unless  convened 
by  the  Proclamation  of  the  Governor. 

Sec.  8.  The  General  Assembly  may  continue 
their  first  two  sessions  after  the  adoption  of  this 
constitution,  as  long  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  two 
Houses,  the  public  interests  may  require  it,  but 
all  subsequent  regular  sessions  of  the  General 
'  Assembly  shall  tie  closed  on  the  tenth  day  of 
March  next  ensuing  the  time  of  their  commence- 
ment, unless  the  same  shall  be  closed  at  an  ear- 
lier day  by  the  agreement  of  the  two  Hoases. 
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Sec.  9.  No  person  shal!  be  eligible  ta  a  Sen- 
ator or  Delej^te  who,  at  the  time  of  his  election, 


or  section  of  law  shall  be  revived,  amended  or 
repealed  by  reference  to  its  title  or  section  only; 


is  not  a  eitiien  of  the  United  States,  and  who  j  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  at  the 
has  Dot  resided  at  least  three  years  next  preced- 1  first  session  after  the  adoptiun  of  this  constita- 
iog  the  day  of  his  election  in  this  State,  and  the '  tiim.  to  apjioint  two  commissioners  learned  in  the 
last  year  thereof  in  the  county  or  city  which  he '  law,  to  revise  and  codify  the  laws  of  this  State; 
may  be  chosen  to  represent,  if  sach  o>unty  or  and  the  said  commissiuners  shall  report  the  said 
dty  shall  have  been  so  long  established,  and  if  code,  s<i  formed,  u»  the  legislature,  within  a  time 
Dot  then  in  the  county  from  which,  in  whole  or !  to  be  by  it  determined,  fitr  its  approval,  ameod- 
in  part,  the  same  may  have  been  formed;  nor  ment  or  rejection,  and  if  adopted  aHer  the  re- 
shsJl  any  person  be  eligible  as  a  Senator,  unless ;  vision  aili  ctKlification  of  the  said  laws,  it  shall 
he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  in  amending  any 
years,  nor  as  a  Delegate,  unless  he  shall  have  [  article  or  section  thereof  to  enart  the  same  as  the 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  at  the  time .  said  article  or  section  would  read  when  amended, 
of  his  election.  I  And  whenever  the  legislature  shall  enact  aoj 

Sec.  10.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  persons  public  general  law,  not  amendatory  of  any 


holding  any  civil  or  military  office  under  the  tion  or  article  in  the  said  code,  it  shall  be  the 
United  Stales,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  Senator  or  dniy  of  the  legislature  to  enact  the  same  in  Ar- 
Delegate,  and  if  any  person  shall,  after  his  elec*  tides  and  Sections,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
tion  an  a  Senator  or  Delegate,  be  elected  to  Con-  said  ciNle  may  be  arranged;  and  to  provide  for  the 
freaa^  or  be  appointed  to  any  office,  civil  or  mil-  publication  of  all  additions  and  alterations  which 
itary,  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  may  be  made  to  the  said  code,  and  it  shall  also 
his  acceptance  thereof  shall  vacate  his  seat.  ■  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  appoint  one  or 
Sec.  1 1 .  No  Minister  or  Preacher  of  the  gos- '  more  oiminissioners  learned  in  the  law,  whose 
pel,of  any  denomination,  and,  no  person  holding  duty  it  shall  be  to  revis>,  simplify  and  abridge 
any  civil  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  this  State,  the  rules  of  practice,  pleadings,  forms  of  convey- 
excepK  justices  uf  the  peace,  shall  be  eligible  as  ancing,  and  proceedings  of  the  Courts  of  Record 
Senator  or  Delegate.  in  this  State. 

Sec.  18.  Any  hill   may  orit^inate  in   either 


Sec.  12.  Each  House  shall  be  judge  of  the 
qualifications  and  elections  of  its  members,  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  ihe  Stale,  appoint  its  own 
officers,  determine  the  rules  of  its  own  proceed- 
ings, punish  a  member  for  disorderly  or  disres- 
pectful behaviour,  and  with  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  expel  a  member;  hut  n<i  member  shall  be 


House  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  be  altered, 
amended  or  rejected  by  the  other;  but  no  bill 
shall  originate  in  either  Hou^e  during  the  last 
three  day8  of  the  sei»sion,  or  become  a  law, 
until  it  l>e  read  on  three  different  days  of  the 
session  in  each  House,  unless  three-fourths  of 


expelled  a  second  time  for  the  same  offence.       >  the  members  of  the  House,  where  such  bill  is 


Sec  13.  A  majority  of  each  House  shall  con- 
stitote  a  quorum  fi>r  the  transaction  of  business, 
bat  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to 
day,  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  mem- 
bers in  such  manner  and  under  such  penalties  as 
each  House  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  14.  The  doors  of  each  House  and  of  com- 
mittees of  the  whole  shall  be  open,  except  when 
the  business  is  such  as  ought  to  be  kept  secret. 


pending,  shall  so  determine.  J^^'^^ 

•Sec.  19.  No  bill  shall  become  allfrUnihint 
be  passed  in  each  House  by  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  members  elected,  and  on  its 
final  pavHsaji^e  the  ayes  and  noes  be  recorded. 

Sec.  20.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  State,  except  in  accordance 
with  an  appropriation  made  by  law,  and  every 
such  law  shall  distinctly  specify  the  sum  ap- 
Sec.  15  Each  House  shall  keep  a  joiirnal  of'  propriated  an. I  the  object  to  which  it  shall  be 
its  proceedings,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  pub-  applied,  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained 
lished.  The  yeas  and  nays  of  members  on  any  |  shall  prevent  the  legislature  from  placing  a 
question  shall,  at  the  call  of  any  five  of  them,  |  conlii)uent  fund  at  the  di.^poRal  of  the  Execa- 
in  the  House  of  Delegates  or  one  in  the  Senate, :  tive.  who  shall  report  to  the  Legislatuie  at  each 
be  entered  on  the  journal.  j  se>sioii  the  amount  expended  and  the  pur|K)se8 

Sec.  16.  Neither  House  shall,  without  the  to  which  it  was  applied.  An  accurate  statement 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three'  of  the  receipts  and  ex|)enditures  of  the  public 
days;  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  money  shall  be  attached,  to  and  published  with 
the  House  shall  be  sitting,  withour  the  concur-  the  laws  after  each  regular  session  of  the  Gen- 
rent  vole  of  two-thirds  of  ihe  members  present,   eral  Assembly. 

Sec  17.  The  style  of  all  laws  of  this  State,"  Sec.  21.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the 
shall  be,  **Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assem- 1  General  Assembly. 

bly  of  Maryland,"  and  all  laws  shall  be  passed  Sec.  22.  No  debt  shall  hereafter  be  contracted 
by  original  bill,  and  every  law.  enacted  by  the  by  the  legisialure,  unless  such  debt  shall  be 
legislature  shall  embrace  but  one  subject,  and  authorized  by  a  law  providing  for  the  collec- 
thtt  shall  be  described  in  the  title,  and  no  law  ,  tion  of  an  annual  tax  or  taxes  sufficient  to  pay 
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the  interest  on  such  debt  as  it  falls  due,  and 
also  to  discharge  the  principal  thereof,  within 
fifteen  years  from  the  time  of  contracting  the 
same,  and  the  taxes  laid  for  this  purpose  shall 
not  be  repealed  or  applied  to  any  other  object 
until  the  said  debt  and  the  interest  thereon  shall 
be  fully  discharged,  and  the  amount  of  debts  so 
contracted  and  remaining  unpaid  shall  never  ex- 
ceed one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  credit 
of  the  State  shall  not.  in  any  manner,  be  given 
or  loaned  to  or  in  aid  of  any  individi^l,  associ- 
ation or  corporation,  nor  shall  the  General  As- 
sembly have  the  power,  in  any  mode,  to  involve 
the  ^tate  in  the  construction  of  works  of  Inter- 
nal Improvement,  or  in  any  enterprise  which 
shall  involve  the  faith  or  credit  of  the  State,  or 
make  any  appropriations  therefor.  And  they 
shall  not  use  or  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  Internal  Improvement  companies,  or  of  the 
State  taix  now  levied  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  levied,  to  pay  ofi  the  public  debt,  to  any 
other  purpose,  until  tbe  interest  and  debt  are 
fully  paid,  or  the  sinking  fund  shall  be  equal 
to  tbe  amount  of  the  outstanding  debt,  but  tbe 
Legislature  may,  without  laying  a  tax,  borrow 
an  amount  never  to  exceed  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  meet  temporary  deficiencies  in  the 
Treasury,  and  may  contract  debts  to  any  amount 
that  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
States 

Sec.  23.   No  extra  compensation  shall  be 
granted  or  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
any  public  officer,  agent,  servant  or  contractor 
after  the  services  shall  have  been  rendered  or 
the  contract  entered  into.     Nor  shall  the  salary 
fe:..   ^pr  compensation  of  any  public  officer  be  in- 
--■  m^^^rilmiiBished  during  his  term  of  office. 
M^PI^fto* senator  or  delegate,  after  quali- 
IqHniP  W  inch*  shall,  during  the  term  for  which 
he  was  electM,  be  eligible  to  any  office  which 
shall  have  been  created,  or  the  salary  or  profits 
of  which  shall  have  been  increased,  during  such 
term,  or  shall,  during  said  term,  hold  any  office 
or  receive  the  salary  or  profits  of  any  office, 
under  the  appointment  of  the  Executive  or  Leg- 
islature. 

Sec.  25.  Each  House  may  punish,  by  impris- 
onment, during  tbe  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, any  person  not  a  member,  for  disres- 
pectful or  disorderly  behaviour  in  its  presence, 
or  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings  or  any 
of  its  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  duties; 
provided,  such  imprisonment  shall  not,  at  any 
one  time,  exceed  ten  days. 

Sec.  26.  The  mombers  of  each  Iloupe  slwll, 
in  all  casep,  except  trrason,  felony  or  other 
criminal  offence,  be  privilejred  from  arrest  du- 
ring their  attendance  at  the  session  of  the 
General  A«tfembly,and  in  ffoing  to  and  return- 
ing from  the  same,  allowing  one  day  for  every 
thirty  miles  such  member  may  reside  from  the 


place  at  which  the  General  Assembly  is  con- 
vened. 

Sec.  27.  No  senator  or  delegate  shall  be 
liable,  in  any  civil  action  or  criminal  prosecu- 
tion whatever,  for  words  spoken  in  debate. 

Sec.  28.  The  House  of  Delegates  may  in- 
quire, on  the  oath  of  witnesses,  into  all  com- 
plaints, grievances  and  offences,  as  the  Grand 
Inquest  of  the  State,  and  may  commit  any  per- 
*Bon  for  any  crime  to  the  public  jail,  there  to 
remain  until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law — 
they  may  examine  and  pass  all  accounts  of 
the  State,  relating  either  in  the  collection  or 
expenditure  of  the  revenue,  and  appoint  audi- 
tors to  state  and  adjust  the  same — they  may 
call  for  all  public  or  official  papers  and  records, 
and  send  for  peKons  whom  they  may  judge 
necessary  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries  con- 
cerning afiairs  relating  to  the  public  interest, 
and  may  direct  all  office  bonds  which  shall  be 
made  payable  to  the  State,  to  be  sued  for  any 
breach  of  duty. 

Sec.  29.*  In  case  of  death,  disqualification, 
resignation,  refusal  to  act,  expulsion  or  re- 
moval from  the  county  or  city  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  elected,  of  any  peri^un  who 
shall  have  been  chosen  as  a  delegare  or  sen- 
ator, or  in  case  of  a  tie  between  two  or  more 
such  qualifiod  persons,  a  warrant  of  election 
shall  be  issued  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Houi-e 
of  Delegates  or  President  of  the  Senate,  as 
the  case  may  be»  for  tbe  election  of  another 
person  in  his  place,  of  which  election,  not 
loss  than  ten  days'  notice  shall  be  given  ex- 
clnnive  of  the  day  of  the  publication  of  the 
notice  and  of  the  day  of  election:  and  in  case 
of  such  resignation  or  refusal  to  act,  being 
communicated,  in  writing,  to  the  Governor, 
by  the  person  making  it,  or  if  such  death  oc- 
cur daring  the  legislative  recess  and  more  than 
ten  days  before  its  termination,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  to  issue  a  warrant  of 
election  to  supply  the  vacancy  thus  created  in 
the  same  manner  that  the  said  Speaker  or 
President  might  have  done  durinfir  the  session 
of  the  Legislature;  provided,  however,  that 
unless  a  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly 
may  intervene,  the  election  thus  ordered  to  fill 
§uch  vacancy  shall  be  held  on  the  day  of  the 
ensuing  election  lor  delegates  and  senator**. 

Sec.  30.  The  senators,  and  del'^gates  phall 
receive  a  per  diem  of  four  dollars  and  sucli 
mileage  as  may  be  allowed  by  law,  and  the 
presiding  officer  of  each  House  sh.tll  be  allowed 
an  addition  of  one  dollar  per  day.  No  book 
or  other  printed  matter  not  appprtifinirifr  to 
the  business  of  the  session,  shall  bo  f)iirchasf»(j 
or  subscribed  for,  for  the  use  of  the  m^m- 
brrs,  or  be  distributed  among  them,  at  the 
public  expense. 

Sec.  81.  No  law  passed  by  the  General  As- 


«• 


n 


senibly,  shall  take  effect  until  the  first  day  of 
June  next,  alter  the  aessioo  at  which  it  may 
be  passed,  aniens  it  be  oliierwise  expresttly  de- 
ciareJ  therein. 

Sec.  32.  No  law  shall  be  passed  creating 
the  office  of  Attorney  penpral. 

Sec.  33.  The  General  Aat^embly  shall  have 
full  power  to  exclude  from  tiie  privilege  of 
voting  at  elections,  or  of  holding  any  civil  or 
military  office  in  this  State,  any  person  who 
may  tberealler  be  convicted  of  perjury,  bribery 
or  other  felony,  anless  such  person  shall  have 
been  pardoned  by  the  Executive. 

Sec.  34.  Every  bill  when  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly  and  sealed  with  the  Great 
Seal,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  who 
shall  Sign  the  same  in  the  pre;M;nce  of  the  pre- 
siding officers  and  chief  clerks  of  the  Senate 
and  Tlouse  of  Delegates.  Every  law  shall 
be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, and  in  due  timtj  be  printed,  published 
and  certified  under  the  great  seal  to  the  sev- 
eral couris  in  the  same  manner  as  has  been 
heretofore  usual  in  this  State. 

Sec.  35.  No  person  who  may  hereafter  le 
a  collector,  receiver  or  holder  of  public 
moneys  shall  be  eligible  as  senator  or  delegate 
or  to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  this 
State,  until  he  shall  have  accounted  tor  and 
paid  into  the  Treasury  all  sums  on  the  books 
thereof,  charged  to  and  due  by  him. 

Sec.  36.  Any  citizen  of  this  State  who 
shall,  after  the  adoption  of  this  constitution, 
either  in  or  out  of  this  State,  fight  a  duel 
with  deadly  weapons,  or  send  or  accept  a 
cballpDffe  so  to  do,  or  who  ^hali  act  an  second, 
or  kro.vingly  aid  or  assist  in  any  manner, 
thoFe  thos  otfendmg,  shall  ever  thereafter  he 
inctpabte  of  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profil 
under  this  State. 

Sec.  37.  No  lottery  grant  shall  ever  here- 
after be  anthorized  by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  38.  The  General  Assembly  shall  paPs 
bws  necessary  to  protect  the  property  of  the 
wife  from  the  debts  of  the  husband  during  her 
hfe,  and  for  securing  the  same  to  her  issue 
after  her  death. 

Sec.  39.  Laws  shall  be  passed  by  the  Le- 
gif'hture  to  protect  from  execution  a  rea- 
eonabie  amount  of  the  propf^rty  of  a  debtor,  not 
exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars. 

S^c.  40.  The  Legislature  phall  at  its  first 
session  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution, 
adopt  some  simple  and  uniform  system  ot 
char^res  in  the  offices  of  clerks  of  courts  and 
registers  of  w\\U  in  the  counties  of  this  State 
and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  for  the  collcc- 
ti'in  thereof;  provided,  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion to  any  of  said  officers  shall  not  exceed  the 
Bum  of  twenty-five  hnndred  dollars  a  year, 


over  and  above  office  expenses,  and  compensa- 
tion to  a6si8tant^;  and  provided  farther,  that 
such  cump^'nsation  of  clerks,  registers,  assist- 
ants and  office  expent^e^,  shall  always  be  paid 
out  of  the  lees  or  receipts  of  tiie  offices  re- 
spectively. 

Sec.  4L  The  House  of  Delegates  shall 
have  the  t^ole  power  of  impeachment  in  all 
cases,  but  a  majority  of  all  the  members  moat 
concur  in  an  impeachment;  all  impeachmenta 
shall  be  tried  by  the  Senate,  and  when  sitting 
for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  oa  oaih  or 
affirmation  to  do  justice  according  to  the  law 
and  evidence,  but  no  person  shall  be  convicted 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all 
the  Senators. 

Sec.  42.  That  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature,  so  soon  as  the  public  debt  aball 
have  been  fully  paid  off,  to  cause  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  several  counties  and  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  stock  in  tl>e  Internal  Improvement 
companies,  equal  to  the  amount  respectively 
paid  by  each  towards  the  erection  and  com- 
pletion of  said  works  at  the  then  market  value 
of  said  stock. 

Sec.  43.  The  Legislature  shall  not  paaa 
any  law  aboli^ihing  the  relation  of  master  or 
slave,  as  it  now  exists  in  this  State. 

Sec.  44.  No  per60ji  shall  be  {imprisoned  for 
debt. 

Sec.  45.  The  Legislature  hereafter  shall 
grant  no  charter  for  banking  purposes  or  renew 
any  banking  corporation  now  in  existence, 
except  upon  the  condition  that  the  stockholdera 
and  directors  shall  be  liable  to  the  amount  of 
their  respective  share  or  shares  of  stock  in  such 
banking  institution  for  all  its  debts  and  liabili- 
ties upon  note,  hill  or  otherwise;  and  upon  the 
further  condition  that  no  director  er  other  officer 
of  said  corporation  shall  borrow  any  money  from 
said  corporation;  and  if  any  director  or  other 
officer  shall  be  convicted  upon  indictment  of 
directly  or  indirectly  violating  this  article,  he 
shall  be  punished  by  fine  or  imprisonment  at 
the  discretion  of  the  conrt.  All  hanks  shall  be 
open  to  inspection  of  their  books,  papera  and 
accounts,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec.  46.  The  Legislature  shall  enact  no  law 
authorizing  private  property  to  be  taken  for  pub- 
lic use  without  just  compensation,  as  agreed 
upon  between  the  parlies  or  awarded  by  a  jury, 
being  first  paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled 
to  such  compensation. 

Sec.  47.  Corporations  ^may  be  formed  under 
general  laws,  but  shall  not  be  created  by  spe- 
cial act,  except  for  municipal  purposes,  and  in 
cases  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  object  of  the  corporatioa  cannot  be 
attained  under  general  laws.  All  laws  and 
special  acts,  pnrsuant  to  this  section,  cnay  be 
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altered  from  time  to  time,  or  repealed;  provided 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  cunstroed  to 
alter,  change  or  amend  in  any  manner  the  article 
in  relation  to  banks. 

Sec.  48.  The  Lewislaiure  shall  make  provi 
fiion  for  all  cases  of  contested  elections  of  any 
of  the  oncers  nut  herein  provided  for. 

Sec.  49.  The  rate  of  interest  in  this  State 
shall  not  exceed  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
no  hif^her  rate  shall  be  taken  or  demanded,  and 
the  Legislature  shall  provide  by  law  all  neces- 
sary forfeitures  and  penalties  against  usury. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
Judiciary  Department, 

Sec.  I.  The  Judicial  power  of  this  State  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Court  of  Apfieals,  in  Circuit 
Courts,  in  such  Courts  for  the  city  of  Baltimore 
as  may  be  hereinafter  prescribed,  and  in  Justi 
ces  of  the  Peace. 

Sec.  2  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction  only,  which  shall  be  co-ex 
tensive  with  the  limits  of  the  State.  It  shall 
consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  three  associate  jus- 
tices, any  three  of  whom  shall  form  a  quorum, 
whose  judgement  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  in 
all  cases  of  appeals;  and  who  shall  have  the  ju- 
risdiction which  the  present  Court  of  Appeals 
of  this  State  now  has,  and  such  other  appellate 
jurisdiction  as  hereafter  may  be  provided  for 
by  law.  And  in  every  case  decided,  an  opin- 
ion in  writing  shall  be  i^led,  and  provision  shall 
be  made,  by  law,  for  publishinor  reports  of  cas^ies 
argued  and  determined  in  the  said  court.  The 
Governor,  for  the  time  beinyr,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  desig- 
Date  the  chief  justice,  and  the  Court  of  Appeals 
shall  hold  its  sessions  at  the  city  of  Annapolis, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  and  the  first  Mon- 
day of  December,  in  each  and  every  year. 

Sec.  3.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  appoint 
its  own  clerk,  who  ^all  hold  his  office  for  six 
years,  and  may  be  re-ap|X)inted  at  the  end  there- 
of; he,  shall  bo  subject  to  removal  by  the  said 
court  for  incompetency,  neglect  of  duty,  misde- 
meanor in  office,  and  for  such  other  causes  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  four 
Judicial  districts:  Allegany,  Washington,  Fre- 
derick, Carroll,  Baltimore  and  Harford  counties 
shall  compose  the  first;  Montgomery,  Howard, 
Anne  Arundel,  Calvert,  St.  Mary's,  Charles 
and  Prince  George's  the  second;  Baltimore  city 
the  third;  and  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's, Tal- 
bot, Caroline,  Dorchester,  Somerset  and  VVor 
oester  shall  compose  the  fourth  district.  And 
one  person  from  among  those  learned  in  the 
law,  having  been  admitted  to  practice  in  this 
State,  and  who  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  this 
State  at  least  five  years,  and  above  tlie  age  of 
thirty  years  at  the  time  of  his  election,  and  a 
resid^t  of  the  judicial  district,  shall  be  elected 


from  each  of  said  districts  by  the  legal  and  qual- 
ified voters  therein,  as  a  judge  of  the  f:aid  Court 
of  Appeals,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the 
term  of  ten  years  from  the  time  of  his  election, 
or  until  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  seven- 
ty years,  whichever  may  first  happen,  and  be  re- 
eligible  thereto  until  he  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  seventy  years  and  not  after,  subject  to 
removal  for  incompetency,  willful  neglect  of 
duty  or  misbehaviour  in  office,  on  conviction  in  a 
court  of  law,  or  by  the  Governor  upon  the  ad- 
dress of  the  General  Assembly,  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  each  House  concurring  in  such  ad- 
dress; and  the  salary  of  each  of  the  judges  of  the 
Coutt  of  Appeals  shall  be  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  annually,  and  shall  not  be  in- 
creased or  diminished  during  their  continuance 
in  office;  and  no  fees  or  perquisites  of  any  kind 
shall  be  allowed  by  law  to  any  of  the  said 
judges. 

Sec.  5.  No  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
shall  sit  in  any  case,  wherein  he  may  be  in- 
terested, or  where  either  of  the  parties  may 
be  connected  by  affinity  or  consanguinity  within 
such  decrees  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  or 
when  he  bhall  have  been  of  counsel  in  ^aid 
case;  when  tne  court  of  appeals,  oi  any  of  its 
members,  shalf  be  thus  disqualified  to  hear 
and  determine  any  case  or  cases  in  said  court, 
so  that  by  reason  thereof  no  judjj^ment  can  be 
rendered  in  said  court,  the  same  shall  be  certi- 
fied to  the  Governor  of  the  Stale,  who  shall  im- 
mediately commission  the  requisite  number  of 
persons  learned  in  the  law  lor  the  trial  and 
determination  of  said  case  or  cases. 

Sec.  6.  All  Judges  of  the  court  of  Appeals, 
of  the  circuit  courts,  and  of  the  courts  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  shall  by  virtue  of  their  offi- 
ces, be  conservators  of  the  peace  throughout 
the  State. 

Sec.  7.  All  public  commissions  a.»d  grants 
shall  run  thus:  The  State  of  Maryland,"  &c., 
and  shall  be  signed  by  the  Governor,  with  the 
seal  of  the  State  annexed;  ail  writs  and  proces- 
ses shall  run  in  the  same  style,  and  he  tested, 
sealed  and  signed  as  usual;  and  all  indictments 
shall  conclude  **against  the  peace,  government 
and  dignity  of  the  State  *' 

Sec.  8.  The  Slate  shall  be  divided  into 
eight  Judicial  Circuits,  in  manner  and  form  fol- 
h)wing,  to  wit:  St.  Mary's,  Charles  and  Prince 
George's  counties  shall  be  the  first;  Anne  Arun- 
del. Howard,  Calvert  and  Montgomery  coun- 
ties shall  be  the  second;  Frederick  and  Car- 
roll counties  shall  be  the  third;  Washington 
and  Allegany  counties  shall  be  the  fouith;  Bal- 
timore city  shall  be  the  fifth;  Baltimore,  Har- 
ford and  Cecil  counties  shall  be  the  sixth;  Kent, 
Queen  Anne's,  Talbot  and  Caroline  counties 
shall  be  the  seventh;  and  Dorchester,  Somerset 
and  Worcester  counties  shall  be  the  eighth; 
and  there  shall  be  elected,  as  hereinafter  djrect- 


til,  ior  each  of  the  said  Judicial  circnits,  except  i  in  all  eases  of  appeal  from  the  judgment  of 
the  fifth,  one  person  from  amons  those  learned !  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  said  city, and  shall 
in  the  law,  havinf^  been  admitted  to  practice  in ;  have  jarisdictioii  in  all  applications  for  the  ben- 
thiff  State,  and  who  shall  have  been  a  citizen  i  efit  ol  tho  insolvent  laws  of  this  Statp,  and 
of  thi:«  State  at  least  five  years,  and  above  ihei  the  supervision  and  con:rol  of  the  Trustees 
QL^  of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  hin  election,   therrot. 

a/id  a  resident  of  the  Judicial  Circuit  to  he;  boc  ll.  Tlif.*ro  shall  also  be  established 
Juil|ire  thereot;  the  said  jud^e^  8hall  he  styled  fur  tii'>  qiry  of  iliiltiinnre,  another  court  of  law« 
Circuit  .luiigH^,  and  8liall  res{iectively  hoiil  a. to  bu*  »ty!ril  ilw*  Su|>i'riur  Court  of  Baltimore 
term  of  their  courts  at  least  twice  iii  each  year,  city,  wiiirh  shall  have  jiirihdiction  over  all 
or  oftener  it  rcquire«l  by  law,  in  each  county  i  >uits  uhnro  the  debt  or  d.!iiia:/e  claimed  shall 
com  po9ing  their  renpiHrtive  circuits;  and  the  said  exceed  tli>'  Huiii  of  five  hundrrd  dollars,  and  in 
€ourt:«  shall  t«  called  Circuit  Courts  lor  the  case  any  plHiiit.tf*  or  plaintitft*  pliali  recover 
county  in  which  they  may  be  held,  and  f*hall .  less  than  the  sum  or  value  of  tive  hundred  dol- 
bave,  and  exercise  in  the  several  counties  o)  lar^^,  he  or  tiiey,  hhall  be  allowed  or  adjudged 
this  State,  all  the  power,  authority  and  juiis  ltd  pay  cnsts  m  th'!  discretion  ot  the  ctmrt. 
<jiction  which  the  county  courts  ot  this  State  j  The  said  court  shall  alno  have  jurisdiction  as 
now  have,  and  exercise,  or  which  may  herc^-la  court  n\  equity  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
after  be  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  said  judi^esjcity,  anri  in  all  other  civil  casies  which  have 
in  their  resi»ective  circuits  shall  have  and  ex-  not  been  heretofore  assigned  to  the  Court  of 
erci!<«  all  the  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction  I  Common  ^lel^. 

of  the  present  Court  of  Chancery  of  Maryland; '     Sec.  12.  K.ir.h  of  the  said  two  courts  shall 

Pmoided,  nevertheless,  that  Baltimore  County  ■  cousint  of  one  judgo,  who  shall  be  elected 

Court  may  hold  its  sittings  within  the  limits  off  by  the  legal  and  qualitied  voters  of  the  said 

the  city  of  Baltimore  until  provision  shall  bei  city,  and  shall  hold  his   otBce  for  the  term  of 

maHe  by  law  for  the  location  of  a  county  seat,  <  ton  y^^ars,  subject  to  the   provi&^iuns  of  this 

within  the  limits  of  the  said  county  pro{)er, ,  con.-titution,  with  reg..rd  to  the  election   and 

and  the  erection  of  a  court  house  and  all  other!  qualiilct'lon  of  judj^tts,  and  their  removal  from 

appropriate    buildings,   for  the  convenient  ad- ,' otfice;  and  the  salary   of  each   of  the   said 

ministration  of  justice  in  said  court.  ■  jud;:es  shrill  be  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  a 

Sec.  9.  The  judges  of  the  several  judicial^  year,  and  the  Legii-Iature  shall,  \*henever  it 

circuits  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  |  may  think   the  same  proper  and   expedient, 

and  shall  have  resided  five  years  in  this  Slate, ;  provide,  by  law,  another  court  for  the  city  of 

and  two  years  in  the  judicial  circuit  tor  wliich ;  Baltimore,  to  consist  of  one  judge,  to  be  elected 

they  may  be  respectively  elected,  next  before  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  said  city,  who 

the  time  of  their  election,  and  shall  reside  there-;  shall  be  subject  to  t!e  same    coni^titutional 

in,  while- they  continue  to  act  as  judges;  they '  provision-^,  hold  his  office  for  the  same  term 

shall  be  "'taken  from  among  those  who,  having'  of  year?,  and   rtx^ive  the  same  compensation 

the  other  qualifications  herein  prescribed,  are  ■  ha  tiie  judge  of  the  Court  of  Comrnon  Pleas 

most  distinguished  for  integrity,  wisiiom  and '  of  the  said  city;  and  the  said  court  shall  have 

loand  legal  knowledge,  and  shall  be  elected  by !  such  jurisdlrtion  and   powers  as  may  be  pre- 

tbe  qualified  voters  of  the  said  circuits,  and '  scribed  by  luv. 

shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  ten  years, !  Sec.  13.  There  shall  also  b?  a  Criminal 
removable  for  misbehaviour,  on  conviction  in 'Court  for  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  be  styled 
any  court  of  law,  or  by  the  (iovernor  upon  the  i  the  Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore,  which  shall 
address  of  the  General  Assembly,  provi.)ed  that:  consist  of  oneju-lge,  who  shall  also  be  elected 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  each  House  shall  by  the  legal  and  qualitied  voters  of  the  said 
concur  in  such  address;  and  the  said  judges ;  city,  and  who  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the 
ibaU  each  receive  a  salary  of  two  thousand ;  jnri»<diction  now  exercised  by  Baltimore  City 
dollars  a  year,  and  the  same  shall  not  be  in-i  Court,  and  the  said  judge  shall  receive  a  salary 
creased  or  diminished  during  the  time  of  their'  of  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  shall  be  sul>* 
continuance  in  office;  and  no  judge  of  any  iject  to  the  provisions  of  this  constitution  with 
court  in  this  State,  shall  receive  any  perquisite,  I  regard   to  the  election   and  qualifiiation  of 


fee,  commission  or  reward,  in  addition  thereto, 
for  the  performance  of  any  judicial  duty. 

Sec.  10.  There  shall  be  established  for  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  ono  court  of  law,  to  be  styl- 
«d  -The  Court  of  Common  Pleas,"  which 


judges'  term  of  office,  and  removal  therefrom. 
•Sec.  14.  There  shall  be  in  each  connty  a 
clerk  of  the  Circuit  Couit,  who  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qun I ified "voters  of  each  county,  and 
the  person  rpceivinjr  the  great'-st  number  of 


ihatl  have  civil  jorisdiction  in  all  suits,  where  '  votes  shall  be  declarod  and  returned  duly 
the  debt  or  damage  claimed  shall  be  over  one  I  elected  clerk  of  said  Circuit  Court  for  the 
kindred  dollars,  and  shall  not  exceed  five  bun-  \  said  county,  and  shall  hold  his  otlice  for  the 
^red  dollars;  and  shall  also  have  jurisdiction   term  of  six  years  from  the  time  of  his  election, 


tnd  partly  in  the  city  or  Ba1limnre,M  whenerpr 
peraoDBpruper  lobe  made  defend  nta  lu  pnicppd- 
liigs  in  chancery,  reside  same  in  nne  cuiiniy,and 
Bome  in  another,  that  court  shall  have  juriwiic- 
tion  in  which  proceedings  shall  have  hern  first 
eommeaced,  subject  to  such  rules,  rpfrulatjana 
and  allerBlLons  an  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  28.  In  nil  suits  or  actions  at  law,  issnes 
from  ihe  Orphans'  Court  or  from  any  coiiri  eii 
ting  in  equity,  in  petitions  for  freed<im,  and  in 
b)1  preeenimeniB  and  indiclments  now  pending. 
or  which  may  be  pending  ■<  the  time  uf  the 
adoption  of  this  Cunstimtion  by  the  people,  oi  | 
which  may  be  hereafter  inatitat^  in  any  uf  (lit- , 
Marts  of  law  of  this  State,  havini;  jurisdictiim 
thereof,  the  JiiHse  or  judges  thereof,  uixni  suit 
geatioD  in  writing,  if  madeby  Ihe  Stale's  Altnr 
ney,  or  the  prueecutor  fur  the  State,  or  upi)n  sug- 
netioB  in  writing,  aupparted  by  affidavit,  taaiii- 
by  anj  of  the  parties  thereto,  or  other  proper 
evidence,  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot  )><' 
had  in  ihe  coarl  where  such  suit  or  action  at 
]aw  isBues,  or  petitions  or  presentment  and  in 
diclment  is  depending,  shall  order  and  direct  the 
record  of  proceedings  in  aneh  sail  or  aclion,  is- 
■uee  or  peiiiinns  preseniroenl  or  indictment.  u> 
be  transmitlpd  to  the  court  of  any  adjoinirii; 
Goonty;  provided,  thai  the  removal  in  all  civil 
CtDBES  be  cunfined  loan  atljoiningcoanly  within 
the  judicial  circuit,  except  as  to  the  city  of  Hal 
timore,  where  Ihe  removal  may  be  to  iin  adjolo- 
iltg  county,  for  trial,  which  court  shall  hear  ahd 
determine  the  same  in  like  manner  as  if  such 
anil  or  action,  issues  or  petitions,  presentment  nr 
indicimenl,  had  been  originally  insiiiured  theii:' 
'  in;  and  provided  also,  that  such  suggesiion  shnl) 
be  made  as  aforesaid,  iwfore  or  during  the  leini 
<in  which  ihe  issue  or  issues  may  be  joined  in 
arid  suit  or  sciiiin,  issues  or  petition,  preeeiir 
inenl  or  indictment,  and  that  such  further  remp 
ij  in  the  premises  may  be  providi^  by  law  a^ 
the  Legislature  shall  from  lime  lu  time  dircui 
.  and  enact. 

See.  29.  All  elections  of  judges  and  other  nfii. 
ceiB  provided  for  by  Ihia  constitution,  ehal  be 
'  certified,  and  the  returns  made  by  the  clerks  nfi 
Ihfl  respective  counties  to  the  Governor,  whu| 
•hall  issue  commisaions  to  the  diRHrent  persons 
forlheoffices  to  which  they  shall  have  been  res 
pectively  elected;  and  in  all  such  elections,  the 
person  having  the  greatest  nnnber  of  votes, Bhi.ll 
he  declared  to  be  elected^ 

Sec.  30.  IF  in  anycase  of  election  for  Jadgeri, 
Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Repisters  oi 
Wills,  the  opposing  candidates  shall  have  an 
equal  number  of  votes,  it  shall  be  the  duly  ril 
the  Governor  1o  order  a  new  election,  and  in 
case  of  any  contested  election,  the  Governot 
ahall  send  Ihe  returns  to  the  Houm  of  Di>le. 
gates,  who  shall  judge  of  the  eleclion  ar<f 
'  qoalidcBlinn  of  the  candidates  at  such  election  . 
Sea.  31.  Every  peieoD  of  good  nwrel  oharac- 1 


ler,  bsiajr  a  voter,  ehall  be  admitted  to  practics 
law  in  ail  Ihe  courts  of  law  in  this  State  in  hit 
ownetoe. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Tke  State's  Mtorneyi. 

See.  1.  There  shall  be  an  Attorney  for  the 
Stale  in  each  county  and  the  ciiy  of  Biiltimoie, 
to  be  siyieJ  "The  State's  Allorney,"  who  fhall 
be  elecleil  by  the  voters  thereof,  respectively, 
on  the  first  Wednesifay  of  November  next,  and 
on  Ihe  same  day  every  fourth  year  thereafter, 
and  bold  his  office  foe  four  yeare  from  Ihe  first 
Monday  ol  Jannary  next  ensuinjc  his  election, 
and  until  his  successor  shall  he  elected  and  quat- 
itieil,  and  shall  be  le-elieilile  thereto,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  removal  therefrom  for  incompetency, 
willful  neglect  of  duly  or  misdemeanor  in  of- 
fice, on  conviction  in  a  court  of  law. 

Sec.  2.  All  elections  for  the  Stal<''?  Attor- 
ney shall  be  certified  to,  ami  returns  made  there- 
of, by  the  Clerks  of  the  said  counliea  and  city 
10  the  Judges  thereof  having  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion, respectively,  who!*  duly  it  shall  he  to  de« 
cide  upon  the  elections  and  qualifications  nl  the' 
persons  returned,  and  in  case  of  a  tie  between 
two  or  more  persons  to  designate  which  of  eaid 
persons  shall  qualify  as  Slate's  Allorney,  and 
to  administer  the  oaths  of  office  to  the  persooa 
elected. 

Sec-  3.  The  Stale's  Attorney  shall  perFonn 
such  dalies  and  receive  such  fees  and  coin. 
missions  ns  are  now  prescribed  by  law  for  the 
Allorney  General  and  his  Deputies,  and  f^ueh 
other  dulies,  fees  and  commissions  as  may 
hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law;  and  if  any 
Slate's  allorney  shall  receive  any  other  fee  or 
reward  than  such  a."  is,  or  may  tie  allowed  by 
law,  he  shall,  on  conviction  ihereof,  be  removed 
from  office. 

Sec  4.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  of- 
fice of  Slate's  Atiorney  who  baa  not  been  ad- 
mitted to  practice  the  law  in  this  State,  and  who 
has  not  resided  for  at  least  one  year  in  the 
county  or  city  in  which  he  may  be  elected. 

Sec  a.  In  case  of  varnncy  in  Ihs  office  of 
Slate's  Allorney,  or  of  his  removal  from  the 
connly  or  city  in  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected,  or  on  his  conviction  as  lierein  before 
f>pecified,  the  said  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by 
the  JudRe  ol  the  county  or  city,  respectively, 
harine  criming  jariFdiction  in  which  said  va- 
cancy sbail  occur,  until  the  eleclion  and  qual- 
ification of  his  successor;  at  which  election 
4ai(l  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  voters  of  Ihe 
.■aid  eounly  or  city.  lor  the  residue  of  the  |em 
this  made  vacant. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  Ihe  Oerk  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  Commissioner 
i>f  the  land  office,  respectively,  whenever  a  ease 
hhall  be  brought  into  sani  court  or  office,  in 


I 


1 


i  which  ihe  State  is  a  party,  or  has  an  interest,  of  money  received  into  the  Treasury  shall  be 

'  immediately  to  notify  the  Governor  thereof.  Talid;  and.Dpon  warrants  iesned  by  the  Comp- 

AUTTCiv  VI  troller,   he  shall  make  arrangements  for  toe 

I  Aiti  11-1.1!.   VI.  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and 

Treasury  Department,  for  the  purcliafte  thereof,  on  account  of  the 

I  ot'Tw  uiiuT         »ri-    sinking    fund.     Every    homl,    certificate,    or 

Sec  1.  There  shall  be  a  Trea.urv  Depart-  ^  ^     ^  .^  ,  ,^/j^b,  „,  ^^  ^        ,^,,1 

f           be  quahCeJ  eleclor.  of  the  biate  at  each  elec  .       *  Comptroller,  and   no  new  cenifi«le. 
i«,n  of  members  of  the  House  of   DeleRates.     »  „,^        ,i^        i;,^„j^j  ,„  „  ,„,^  ,„^h„ 

rrho   shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of   two  ^  „  ,  .       j      .^  ,^^  „,j  ^„^  »,,„„  ^^  j,,;,. 

,         tnonsand  live  hundred  do  lars;  and  of  *  3V«ii.        j  ,    t„^„,„,  „d  ^othority  execateJ  in 

«m-.  to  be  ai.|K>.ntea  by  the  two  houses  of  the  l         ,  ,  „^f„  „,  ^^^  j^^    ^^all  be 

Le«.sature  at  each  se«ion   thereof .  on  jpmt  p,^  ;  his  office,  and  the  transfer  accordingly 

ballouwJjoshaU  also  receive  an  annual  salary        ,  ^    b^lcs  thereof,  and  the  certifi<it'e 

01    two   thousand   hve   h.indre.1  dollars;  and         ^  evidence  cancele.!:  but  the  le,clslatnre 

neithei  of  ihe  said  officers  shuiJ  be  allowed  or  J.  ,  •  .  ^  4^,  ,k„  i^^  ^1  -^^-i;-..— 

,  •  ■       may  make  provision  for  the  low  01  cer  licates 

receive  any  fees.  tommis»ion»  or  perquisiies       ^  J       „(  ^^  j,^,^ 

of  any  kmd.  .n  addition  to  h.s  sabiry,  for  the       g^         ,.^     Treasurer  shall  render  his  ac 

periormanoe  of  any  duty  or  service  whatever.  ,        ^    Comptroller,  and  on  the 

n  «»«  of  a  vacancy  in  either  of  the  offices    ^j^,,  j,^  „,  ^^^^  ^^„i„„  ^,f^y^  legislature,  be 

?-.^Vh.  "Jt.?^  ,L'1;i«„?  „7T'  Zn^**  ''«'»"  »»'"nit  to  Ihe  Senate  and  Ho"se  of  Dele- 

In  lif      fc              •?       1   .       .  ,         '  gates,  fair  and  accurate  copies  of  all  aceounts 

shall  fil  such  mancy  by  appointment,  to  con.  f    ./^  f^„^  ,i„^  to  time  tendered  and  settled 

unue  until  another  election  by  the  people,  or  a  l^^  ^  Comptroller.    He  shall  at  all  times 

^^TTk  *n  ..r iil?n/  Z  .Li^r^Th;  »"»"«!' «» the  Comptroller,  the  inspection  of  the 
and  the  qualification  of  the  succesaor.    The  ■    ^^     ^ »  ,         j       ,„'^  ,„  „ih„ 

Comptroller  and  the  Ireasurer  shall  keep  the.r  ^^^^J^^  ,hall  be  ptescrib«il  by  law. 
offices   at  the  seat  of  government,  and  shall  ^  ^ 

take  such  oath,  and  enter   into  such  bonds,  ARTICLE  VII. 

fur  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  as  c.. k^.    nm^^m 

the  legislature  shall  prescribe.  ^^"^    OfjicerB. 

sSec.  2.  The  Comptroller  shall  have  the  gen-  Sec.  1.  At  the  first  geneial  election  of  deJe- 
eral  superintendence  of  the  fiscal  afbiirs  of  the  gates  to  the  General  Assembly,  after  the  adop- 
Slate;  he  shall  digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the  tion  of  this  Constitution,  four  commissioners 
improvement  and  management  of  the  revenue,  shall  be  elected  as  hereinafter  provided,  who 
and  for  the  support  of  the  public  cre<lit;  pre-  nhall  be  styled  **Commisfiioners  of  Public 
pare  and  report  estimatCH  of  the  revenue  and  Works;*'  and  who  shall  exercise  a  diligent  and 
expenditure  of  the  State;  superintend  and  en-  faithful  supervision  of  all  publio  works,  in 
force  the  collection  of  all  taxes  and  revenue;  which  the  State  may  be  interested  as  stock hold- 
aJju!»t,  settle  and  preserve  all  public  accounts;  er  or  creditor,  and  shall  represent  the  State  in 
decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  ac-  all  meetings  of  the  stockholders,  and  shall  ap- 
connls;  grant,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  point  the  Directors  in  every  Railroad  or.  Canal 
law,  all  warrants  for  moneys  to  be  paid  out  of  company  in  which  the  State  has  the  constitu- 
the  treasury,  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  by  tional  power  to  appoint  Directors.  It  shall  al- 
ia w;  prescribe  the  formalities  of  the  transfer  00  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
of  stock  or  other  evidencen  of  the  State  debt,  Works  to  review,  from  time  to  time,  the  rate 
and  coantersign  the  same,  without  which  such  of  tolls  adopted  by  any  company;  use  ail  legal 
evidences  shall  not  be  valid;  he  shall  make  full  powers  which  they  may  possess,  to  obtain  the 
reports  0I  all  his  proceedings,  and  of  the  state  establishment  of  rates  of  tolls,  which  may  pro- 
of the  Treasury  Department,  within  ten  days  vent  an  injurious  competition  with  each  otner, 
after  the  commencement  of  each  session  of  the  to  the  detriment  of  the  interests  of  the  State; 
le?ii«Iatnre,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  and  so  to  adjust  them  as  to  promote  the  agri- 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  culture  of  the  State.    It  shall  also  be  the  duty 

Sec.  3   The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  keep  of  the  said  Commissioners  of  Public  Woiks^ 

the  moneys  of  the  State,  and  disburse  the  to  keep  a  journal  of  their  proceedings;  and  at 

same  upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  Comptroller,  each  regular  session  of  the  Legislature  to  make 

and  not  otherwise;  he  shall  take  receipts  for  to  it  a  report,  and  to  recommend  such  iegiala- 

all  moneys  paid  by  him,  and  ail  receipts  for  tion  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and  requisite 

moneys  received  by  him  shall  be  endorsed  upon  to  promote  or  protect  the  interest  of  the  State  in 

warrant  signed  by  the  Comptroller,  without  the  public  works,  and  perform  such  other  duties 

which  warfanta,  so  signed,  no  acknowledgment  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.    They  shall  each 
3 


raeeire  aach  aalary  aa  may  be  allowed  by  law, 
vhich  aliHllnot  be  inereaaeil  or  dimiaiBhcil du- 
riiut  ibeif  coniinuance  in  office. 

Sec.  3.  For  the  eUction  nt  IheCommisiion- 
tfa  of  I'uhlic  Works,  the  Suile  phall  be  Jivid- 
ti  into  (our  dinlrlclH  The  cnunlies  oF  Allegn- 
ny,  Waahinglon,  Ftetterick,  CairoU,  Ballimore 
and  HarFord,  ahall  coiisliuite  Ihe  first  dialrict. 
Tbe  counties  of  Montgomery,  Howard,  Anne 
Arundel.Calverl,  St.  Mary's.  Cbarlee  and  Prince 
George's  shall  consliiHte  the  second  dii^irict, 
Ballimore  city  shall  cotistilule  the  third  ijielrict. 
The  counties  of  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's. 
Talbot,  Caroline,  Dorchester,  Somerset  and 
Worcester  shall  constiliite  Ihe  (ourth  district. 
One  commissioner  shall  be  elected  in  each  dis- 
trict, who  shall  have  been  a  resident  thereof  Eit 
least  hve  years  ne.vl  ptecedinj;  his  election. 

Sec.  3.  The  suiJ  CommjAsioners  »hell  be 
elected  by  the  qunlifieil  volera  ot  (heir  die. 
Iricia  respectivelyj  the  returns  of  ibeir  election 
■hall  be  ceriilieil  to  the  Gomnor,  who  shall, 
by  proelamatinn,  declare  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion Two  of  the  said  Commissi  on  erti,  Itrsi 
alectsd,  shall  hold  their  otfice  for  four  years, 
and  the  other  two  for  two  years  from  the  lir^t 
Monday  of  December  nevt  succeeding  their 
election.  And  at  the  first  meeting  alter  their 
ejection,  or  as  soon  (hereafter  as  pnicticable, 
they  shall  determine,  by  lot,  who  of  their  uuni. 
ber  shall  bold  their  offices  for  four  and  two 
years  respactively;  and  thereafter  there  ahall 
be  elected  as  aforesaid  at  each  general  election 
ot  Delegates,  two  Commissioners  lor  the  term 
of  foar  years,  to  be  taken  from  the  districts 
reapectlTely,  wherein  Ihe  Commissioners  re- 
sided at  the  time  of  ibeir  election,  whose  term 
of  service  has  expired.  And  in  case  of  a  va- 
cancy in  ihe  office  of  either  of  said  Commis- 
■loners,  by  death,  reslenalion,  or  oiherwiae,  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  Ihs  Senate,  shall  appoint  same  qualified 
person  from  the-  same  distrlcl,  to  serve  until  the 
DCXI  general  election  of  DeleRates,  when  anj 
election  ahall  he  held,  as  aforesaid,  for  a  Com- 
missioner for  the  residue  of  said  term.  And  In 
case  of  an  equal  division  in  the  BoanI  of  Com- 
missioners, on  any  subject  committed  to  ibeir 
charge,  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  shall  have 
power,  and  shall  be  called  on  to  decide  the 
same.  And  it)  the  event  of  a  tie  vole  for  any 
two  of  the  candidates  for  the  office  of  Commis- 
sioner in  the  same  district,  it  shall  he  the  duty 
of  the  Governor  to  commission  one  or  the  other 
of  the  candidates  having  the  equal  number  of 
votes.  And  if  the  Governor  doubt  the  legality 
or  result  ol  any  election  beld  for  said  Commis- 
sioners, it  shall  be  his  duly  to  send  the  returns 
of  stKh  election  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  who 
■hall  judge  'of  the  election  and  qtialili cation  of 
'  ihe  candidates  si  such  electloD. 

Sac.  4.  Daring  the  continuaiica  of  Ibe  lot- 


tery ayatem  in  this  Sinle,  there  shall  be  elecle>f 
by  the  leical  and  qualilied  voterK  of  the  SMte  at 
every  general  election  for  Delegates  lo  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  one  Commissioner  <i|  lotteries, 
who  shnll  hold  his  office  for  two  \eatr,  and 
till  Ihe  qualification  of  his  Miccessor.'and  sball 
be  re-eligihle.  his  whole  compensation  shall 
be  paid  out  o(  the  fund  raised  lor  the  Mary- 
land   Consolidated    Lottery  grants,   and   sball 


d  the  I 


itofo 


by  one  of  the  present  Lottery  Comtni^sioners 
nut  of  said  (nniJ;  and  he  shall  give  sncb  bond 
for  the  faithful  petformdnce  of  his  dniiesas 
is  now  given  by  the  Lottery  Commissiopcn. 
The  term  of  the  Commissioner  who  shall  be 
elecled  at  the  general  election  for  Delegates  next 
succeeding  the  adoption  nl  this  Const  it  ulion. 
shall  commence  at  the  ejpiralion  of  the  com- 
missirtns  of  the  present  Lnltcry  Commissioners, 
and  crntinae  for  two  years,  and  till  the  quali- 
fication of  his 


Sec  5.  From  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April,  eighteen  hiinclrtd  and  fifty-nine,  no  lot- 
tery ache  mi-  shall  be  drawn  for  any  purpose 
whatever:  nor  shnll  any  lottery  ticket  he  sold 
in  this  State.  And  it  shall  be  the  doty  of 
Ihe  several  Commisaiouers  elected  under  this 
Constitution  to  make  such  contract  or  contracts 
SB  wjII  extinguish  all  existing  lottery  Kiants 
before  the  said  first  day  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  lilty-nine,  anil  alsosecuie  to  the 
State  a  clear  yearly  revenue  equal  to  the  aver- 
age amount  derived  by  the  State  from  tbe 
system  for  the  last  five  yearr;  but  no  such  eon- 
Itaclor  contracts  shall  be  valid  until  approved 
by  ihe  Treasurer  and  Comptroller, 

Sec,  6.  There  shall  he  a  Commissioner  of 
tbe  Land  Office  elected  by  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  Stale,  at  the  first  general  eleetJOD  of 
Delegates  to  tbe  Assembly  after  the  latificaiion 
□f  this  Constitution,  who  sball  bold  his  office 
for  the  term  of  six  years  from  tbe  first  day  of 
January  ne.xt  after  hie  election.  The  relums 
of  saiu  election  shall  be  made  to  the  Governor, 
and  in  tbe  event  ol  a  tie  between  any  iwo  or 
more  candidates,  the  Governor  sball  direct  a 
new  election  to  he  held  by  writs  to  the  several 
Sheriffs,  who  shall  hold  said  election  after  at 
least  twenty  days'  notice,  r.vciusive  of  the  day 
of  election.  The  said  Commissioner  shall  sit  as 
judge  of  the  Liand  Office, and  receive  therefonhe 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury.  He  shall  alito 
perform  the  duties  of  the  Register  of  the  Ijind 
Office,  and  be  entitled  to  receive  therefor  the 
fees  now  chargeable  by  said  officeri  and  he 
shall  also  perform  tbe  duties  of  Examiner  Gen- 
eral, and  be  entitled  tn  receive  therefor  tbe 
fees  now  chargeable  by  said  officer. 

The  office  of  Regisler  of  the  Land  QSce 
ud  KxaBtiner  Genetml, shall  be  abolioM  fiom 


every  iwo  vetra  ihereiriftt,  rieci  ■  Wreck-MM 


ami  aili-r  tliu  eieclion  and  ignstliricalion  of  tb 

Commirrtiniier  of  the  Lnnd  nlfiM,  .  -  ■  -.  j  ■ , 

Sk.  7   TheSlaIr  librarian  shall  beelMleJliyMlianthatlbrlhe  Mine  sfi  »re  now  wiwMbpd 
:eof  Ihetwj  hrancheji  til  Ihc  Iw     or  tna;  ha  liiTeafiir  prrocnbrd  bj   Uw.     Ihe 
mil  until  hii' wicse^-w  I  tirm  iif  iiffiwuf  mh!  \\ri*kiMa«er«hall 


o  yenni.  anil  umu  nii'i'iitcr'-ur .  inm  »<  ...ui^...  ".■..  ■■■■--  ■■ — — — 

.hai:  beeieitrJ  ami  qualilr.     Hi"  "Inty  ^l.»ll    mcnre  ..n  the  fii*l  Monday  L-f  Jsnnary  ntpitl  ioc- 


jf  ihe  term  thai 


he  nne  thousiJid  JnHn"  I'er  niinum      He  i-hnll  ,  iwdinffl.iB  plwiim; 
nerlonn  «'ich  duties  as  ate  now  or  may  heie-  ■  by  dearh,  resiermi.n 

Sfter  he  i.re^rihed  bv  law.  |  tj.  »h»il  b«  filled  bjrhe  Cm.nl,  Ummw.. 

Sec  3.  Tbe  county  aulhorilJM  now  known  .eranf  raid  wuntyfiirthP  rmid.-..' ih.i-™  i> 
■sL^iy  Courts  nr County  Comniissioneffl.fhall    made 
herraFter  he  styled  "County  CnmmijisioTKrji," 
and  shall  heelrcted   by  general  ticket,  and  not 
hv  disKkL*,  bv  the  voter*  o(  the  eeveraf  coun- 

lien,  on  the  first  VVeirn»*riay  in  November,  one 

thousand  eigiilhunrlredand'fiily  one.ondonihe 

nmeday  In  every  vecnndyeai  theteartcr.     !!aid 

CotnmiiwiDaers  shall  esercine  such  powers  and 

dolie*  nnlv  as  the  Legislature  may  from  time  to 

time  prescribe,  but  such  powers  and  duties  and 

■'     ~e  of  offire  shall  fw  uniform  throujjhoul 


AllTICLK  VIII. 
^'cie  Counlies. 

Sec:  1,  Thai  )-ait  ut  Anne  Arundel  county 
railed  Hu ward  IhMrict,  is  hereby  cicated  into 
a  new  c.unty,  lt>  be  called  llowunj  county; 
the  inhnbiliiMls  uheienf  shall  have,  held  and 
eiijny  nil  surli  lijthtH  and  jitivileBes  as  are  held 
,  and 'enjoyed  by  the  inbubiiants  nt  the  utlivt 
.  counlien  in  Ibis  Sliile;  mid  its  civil  and  itiuni- 

|Hi1  olfiL-eii-al  llie  time  ol  ibe  nitiliration  of 


Ibe  Slate;  and  the  Lf-gislaliireahall.al  or  beltite., his  crinstilulion.Hliall  continue  in  offire  until 
i«  second  reicular  session  after  the  ailojitinii  of  j  ||ie,r  successors  shall  hiive  been  elei'teil  nt 
ibis  Cuiistiljtinn.  pas.t8uch  laws  Bs  mny  be  Tie- ,|ij,|,(,i„l^,l^  nnj  shall  have  qualified  as  such; 
tessary  fnr  deletminrng  the  number  for  each  i  „,j  „i|  ri^lils.  |.owets  and  oblipitioii.i  iundetil 
teuni7,andascetuinin|;indde0mnpthepowera,l(n  HowanI  District  nf  Anne  Aiundel  i-outity 
datiw  and  tenure  of  office  of  nid  Commiwion- 1  ghnll  attach  to  llonnrd  county, 
en;  and  until  thep«a8a([aof  such  law»lhe  Com-  |  gee.  2_  When  thiit  |mrt  of  Allegany  county, 
niaioners  elected  under  this  Constitatinn  shall  jyin;  south  and  wf!"!  nl  a  line  het;inni[i^  nt  the 
biveand  esercise  all  the  poweia  and  dutiesin  summit  of  Bi((  Back  Bone  or  Savn^e  rtloun- 
their  leapeclive  eonntiet  now  eietcised  by  the  j  ^jm  vehen  thiit  mountain  is  crossed  by  Ala^on 
county  au I bori ties  under  the  laws  of  the  Slate.  I  and  Dixon's  line,  and  running  thei.ce  by  ■ 
Sec.  9.  The  General  Aaeemblj  shall  pruvide  „|n,ight  line  to  the  middle  of  Savage  tiver, 
by  law  for  the  electiun  of  Road  Superniaura  in  I  ,rhera  It  empties  into  the  Poiomiic  river, 
the  aevera)  oounlies  by  the  votennfths  election  ,,ije„„  l,y  A  (,ln,lchl  line  to  the  nearest  point 
diaiiiets  respectively,  and  may  provide  by  law  ,  „^  boundnrv  o(  the  Sluts  ol  Vireinia,  then  with 
lor  the  aleetion  ot  appiAntment  of  such  other  i  ^^jj  boundary  to  the  Vairlax  sinne,  ehall  con- 
eonnty  offlcets  aa  may  be  required,  and  are  nut  |  ,„;„  ,  population  of  ten  thousand,  ami  the  ma- 
lierein  proTided  fur,  and  preecribe  their  poweta  ■  j^fjiy  ^f  elector!  thereof  shall  defile  to  sepa- 
aad  duliea:  boi  the  tenure  of  office,  their  powers  ^^^  „„i  [„„„  »  new  county,  and  make  known 
tDddutieaaDdmodeufappuinlmenliahalllMuni- jij,^]^  ^„jre  by  [lelition  to  the  legislature,  the 
fam  ihroughont  the  State.  [ei;islalure  shall  direct  »  the  next  succeeding 

See.  10.  The  qualified  voteta  of  each  eoonly  ^iMtion.  that  the  judges  shall  open  n  boob  nt 
tad  the  city  of  Baliimnie  shall,  at  the  first  elec-  |  p^^i,  jiediun  district  in  said  putt  ol  Allegany 
tion  of  delegatea  after  the  adoption  of  this  Con-  jounty,  ami  have  lecorded  therein  the  vole  of 
aiitDiioi),  mod  every  two  years  iheteafler,  elect  j  j.,,^;,  f\ffj„i  ../„,  or  aguinsi"  a  new  county 
1  Surreyot  fur  the  ooontiea  and  the  city  nf  Bsl- '  ■ 
timore  teapeclivaly,  whose  duties  and  compen- 
■tion  ahafl  be  the  nme  as  are  now  prescribed 


kr  lavff  fur  the  county  and  cily  Surveyors  respen- 
tively,  or  aa  may  heteaner  be  preserihed  by  law. 
"nieurm  of  offlee  of  said  ooonty  and  city  Snr. 
vsTon  respeelivel;  shall  commence  on  the  fitn 
Monday  of^ Jannary  neit  soi-ceedinjf  theit  eiec- 
lion;  and  vacancies  in  uid  office  of  SorveyolB 
by  dnib,  raaiBiwtion  or  removal  from  ihetr  re- 

Kiive  conniiM  or  city,  ahall  be  filled  by  the 
imitsiunets  of  the  eountiea  or  Mayst  aod 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  reepeelively. 

Sbc.  II.  The  qaalified  voters  of  Wotcesler 
Hwny  ahatl,  at  th«  finl  election  of  delegates 
altn  tbe  adoption  of  thi*  CoDsiiiulioD,  and 


...  case  the  majority  arc  in  favor,  tbei 
[lail  ot  Allegany  county,  to  be  declared  an 
independent  connty,  and  tl>e  inhahitanti  uherc- 
nl  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  such  lights  and 
privilesesi  as  are  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  other  connlics  in  this  StnlF  :  Pro- 
Mtd.  That  the  whtde  re[iresenlntioii  in  the 
General  AsseinMv.ol  the  ccunty  when  divided 
shall  not  exceed  the  prei>ent  delegation  of  Al- 
legany county  nib'wed  under  this  conatilulion, 
until  after  the  next  census, 

ARTICLE  IX. 
MUlia. 
See.  1.  II  ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legisla- 
ture 10  ptiaa  laws  lor  the  entolluienl  of  tbe 


SfO 


militia;  to  provi>Ie  for  disiricline:  the  Slate  into 
divisions,  brigades.  IjalUiltunei,  regiments  and 
compatiies:  and  to  pas!^  Ja\v8  for  the  elleclual 
eiicouragfuient  of  volunteer  corp  by  some 
mode  which  may  induce  the  formation  and 
continuance  of  at  least  one  volunteer  company 
in  every  county  and  division  in  the  city  of  liiil 


Sec.  5.  In  the  trial  of  all  criminal  cases,  the 
jury  shall  he  the  judges  of  law  as  well  as  fact 

Sec.  6.  The  Legislature  shall  have  ]K)wer 
to  regulate  by  law  all  matters  which  relate 
to  the  judges,  time,  place  and  manner  of  hold- 
ing elections  in  thi««  State,  and  of  making  re- 
turns thereof,  provided  that  the  tenure  and  term 


timore.    The  company,  battalion  and  regimen-  of  office,  and  the  day  of  electioji,  bhail  not  l>e 

tal  officers  (stall  officers  excepted)  shall   be  affected  thereby, 

elected  by  the  persons  composing  their  several  Sec.  7.  All    rights  vested  and  all  liabilities 

companies,  battalions  and  regiments.  incurred  shall  remain  as  if    this  Conslituiion 

Sec   2.  Tlie  Adjutant  General  shall  t)e  ap-  had  not  been  adopted, 

pointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  ad-  Sec  8.  The  Governor  and  all   officers,  civil 

vice  ane  consent  ot  the  Senate.     He  shall  hold  and  military,  now  holding  commissions  under 

his  office  for  the  term  of  six  years,  and  receive  this  State,  shall  continue  to  hold  and  exercise 

the  same  salary  as  heretofore,  until  changed  their  offices  according  to  their  present  tenure, 

by  the  Legislature.  until  they  shall  be  superseded  pursuant  to  the 

ARTICLE  X  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  and  until  their 

successors  be  duly  quatihed. 

Miscellaneous.  Sec.  9.  The  Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties 

o      ,    V a:^..^  r.s  «»,•-  «♦,.->  iK-  n^«  ^f  this  State  and  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  shall 

Sec.  I.  Lye  y  officer  of  th^  S  a  e  the  GoT^  i^^  „^,i^^  ^j  the  »e»eml  elections  authorized 

ernor  excepted,  the  enure  amount  of  whose  g    .^j.  Constitution  in  the  manner  prescribed 

pay   or  compensation    received   for   the   dis-    u„  ^_-  ,: i„_    t       i    .'  i  -.iT^  . 

charge  of  hiS  official  duties,  shall  exceed  the  b^JX!»|^ng jaws  for  elections underlhe  present 

yearly  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  shall  gee.  10.  This  Constitution,  if  adopted  by  a 

keep  a  book  in  which  shall  be  en  eied  every  „,j„,i,   „f  t^, ,      ,  votescast  on  the  Lt  wJd- 

sum  or  sunns  of  money  ^-^  ^''^  ^.m  »r  on  „^^     '  ,  j         |      ^        ;                ; 

h.s  account  as  a  paym^orcompens^^^^^^  ,,,    ^^    ^^  j       ,  July  neli.  and  on  and  after 

h.8  perlormance  of  officml  duiie*   a  copy  o'  ^j^  day  shalfsuperseae  the  present  Constitu- 

which  entries  in  said  bo<ik.  verified  by  the  ,•  „  „,  '.  •    «.  , /^                *^ 

oath  of  the  ofOcer  by  whom  it  is  directed  to  be  "°"  "'  '"'*  '*""*• 

kept,  shall  be  returned  yearly  to  the  Tceas-  ARTICLE  XI 
urer  of  the  .Stale  for  his  insjiection,  and  (hat 

of  the  Ueiieral  Assembly  of  Maryland;  and  Amendment  of  ike  Contfitution. 
each  ^of  such  officers,  when  the  amount  re-  jj  ^^3,,  ^  „,e  ju,  ^f  the  Legislature,  at 
ceived  by  h.m  for  tiie  year  shal  exceed  the  5,^  first  session  immediately  succeelling  there- 
sum  of  three  lho.i..and  dsllars,  shall  yearly  pay  ,„„,  ^f  jg,,^^,  „f  ,he  UniteJ  states, 
over  to  the  Ireasurer  the  amount  of  such  ex-  hereafter  taken,  to  pass  a  law  for  ascertaining, 
cess  by  him  rec-ivei.  subject  to  such  di.«.|K)si.  g,  ,^9  next  general  election  of  delegates  the 
tion  thereof  as  the  Legislature  may  deem  just  gjnse  of  the  people  of  Maryland  in  regard  to 
and  equitable.  And  •any  such  otLcer  failing  to  calling  a  convention  for  altering  the  Constiiu- 
comply  with  the  said  requisition,  shall  be  tion;  Snd  in  case  the  majority  of  votes  cast  at  " 
deemed  to  have  vaca  ed  his  oflice.  and  be  aub-  g^id  election  shall  be  in  favor  of  calling  a  con- 
jectto  suit  by  the  hta  e  for  il»e  amount  that  vention.  the  Legislature  shall  provide  for  as- 
ought  to  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury.  gemblingsuch  convention,  and  electing  delegates 

bee.  2.  The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  thereto  it  the  earliest  convenient  day;  and  the 

pass  all  such  laws  us  may  be  neces-sary  and  delegates  to  the  said  convention  shall  be  elect. 

proFf  (or  carrj-i^iig  into  execution  the  powers  jj  by  the  several  counties  of  the  Slate  and 

vested  by  this  Constitution,  m  any  department  (be  city  ot  Baltimore,  in  proportion  to  their  re- 

or  office  of  the  Koveniinent.  and  the  duties  im-  presentation  respectively  iii  the  Senate  and 

posed  uiion  them  thereby                 ......  House  of  Deleiites.  at  the  time  when  said 

.Nee.  3.  If  in  any  election  directed  by  this  convention  may  be  called. 

Constitution  any  two  or  more  candidates  khall  ' 

have  the  highest  and  an  equal  number  of  votes,  ■ 

A  new  election  shall  be  ordered,  unless  in  cases  Done  in  CoaTeation  the  13th  dM  <if  May,  in  the 

specially  provided  for  by  the  Constitution.  year  of  oor  Lord  eightecakondred  tnd  fiftj^oae. 

Sec.  4.  The  trial  by  jury  of  all   is.«ucs  of  ^^J^*.'^^""'*^  "'  ""  ^"*^  ^^"^  ** 

fact  in  civil  proceedings  in  the  several  courts  •*  «"  y-      •                 ^^  ^^  CHAPMAN, 

of  la%v  of  this  State,  w-here  the  amount  in  con-  Pictideiitoirtho  ConTeatioo. 

troversy  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  shall  Attest— Gaoa«i  G.  Bbbwii, 

be  iaviolably  preserved.  Bceretsfy  to  CoBventioD. 
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copy  of  Ihi-  amended.    Vol.  11,  8H3, 

888,  8^9 

Amenilmcnl  thereto,  Vol.  II,  8c^ 

ConTeiition,  remark*  on  the  motiiin  post- 
poning the  (imc  for  the  final  ad- 


Debtlu.MmarkB  in 


rolDS  Ihe  lUporta 


Vo\.  II, 

EduGBtjon,  remarks  oa  the  report  con- 
cerning. VoJ.  II,  »]8,8!18 
ElcotiTe  franchiie  report,  rgmarki  on 

lliB,  Vol.  1,  41,  54,  73,  74 

Exeoutiie  report,  remarka  on  the.  Vol. 

1,458,491,493,498 
AmendmeDli  thereto,  Vol.  I,  493, 

VoL  H, 
Judiciary,  report  on  the.  Vol.  1, 

Remark!  thereon.  Vol.  II,  460,  466, 
4S7,  4S3,  484,  485,  491,  499,  501, 
S04,  MS.  MT,  509,  513,  iH,  536, 
55-J,  554,  563,  567,  568,  569,  573, 
575.  585,  58t>,  5S9,  593,  597,  598, 
599,  60U,  6US.  610,  611,  616,  798, 
730,  738,  739,  743,  744.  748.  749, 

753,  754,  755,  757,  791,  798,  809 
r   Amendments,        Vol.  II,  057,  559,  579, 
5T8,  589,  593,  596,  098,  610.  611, 
616,  731,  735,  737,  738,  749,  743. 

747,  748,  749,  751,  754,  809 
LecislatiTc  report,  remark*  on  the, 
Vol:  1, 945,  432,  493,  447.  450,  Vol. 
11,354,  358,  359,  970,  971,  976,  e79, 
380,  981,  985,  986,  988,  989,  990, 
391,  330,  339,  338,  344,  345,  35G, 
357,  359,  GOT,  759,  768,  769,  H51, 

853,  853 
Amendmenli  thereto.  Vol.  I,  433,  Vol. 

II,  258. 359, 970,  768,  853 
Muter  and  SliTe,  remarks  oa  the  report 
coaceroing  the  relation  of,    Vol.  I, 

138,  139,  149,  150 
Biibslitule  for  the  »id  report,  Vol.  I,  139 
Mitchell,  James  9.,  remarks  relslive  to 

the  case  of,  Vol,  II,  940,  34t,  949 

Motions  to  reconsider,  remarks  on  Mr. 
Chambers' molioa  concerning.  Vol. 

1, 514,  515, 530 
OAcltl  Reporter,  remarks  on  tba  motion 
to  reronsjder  the  vole  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  in  fsTor  of  the. 

Vol    n,  416 
Order  for  compensation  to  certain  oS- 
ceri  of  the  Convention   for  extra 
senicea,  Vol.  II,  868 

Orders  for  eompensation  to  William 
Hall,  Postmaster  of  the  Canvention, 
for  eitni  services.  Vol.  II,  B6S,  871 


ling  the  President  nf  the  Convention 

to  dra*  for  sums  due  for,        Vol.  11,  876 

Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  report 
oreating  a  Board  of,      Vol.  H,  443, 

444.  453,  453 

Registry  Law,  remarks  on  the.         Vol.  I,  65 

Report  from  theCommitler  on  Printing, 
on  Ihe  letter  of  the  oBicial  report- 
er concerning  the  reporting  of  the 
Convention,  Vol.  II,  343 

Remark*  thereoo.         Vol.  II,  943.  944, 

345,  417,  433 1 


Rapreuntatlonmiestloa, remarks 00  the,' 
Vol.  I,  43d,  Vol.  n,  16,  17,  18,  36, 
707,  719,  790,  T91,  793,  795,  778, 

819,898 
Amendment  to  the  report  «i  the,  Vol.  tT,  833 
Righli,  remark!  on  the  Bill  of.     Vol.  [, 

140,  187,  318, 933.  Vol.  II,  781 
AmenducDts  thereto.  Vol   I,  186,  197, 

901,  937,  Vol,  II,  781 
Rule,  rematks  in  relation  to  the  17th, 

Vol.  II,  3,  5 
Treasurj  DepartmeDt,  amendment  to  the 

report  on  the.  Vol,  II,  815,  817,  898 

BOV/LiSQ,  J.   D.  of  Fdnee  Geo 


Vol. 


^7,  S 


BRANaELL,  JAMES,  [attendant  oo  the 
HaU,]  Order  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  in  Ik- 
tor  0^  Vol.  11,  716 
BRENT,  OEOROE.  of  Charles  County, 
Vol.  I,  63,  960,  966, 967,  486.  539.) 

Vol.  II,  36.  81,  163,  166,  S54 

Attormy  General  and  bis  Deputies,  re- 
marks 00  the  Report  ou  the  office  of 
the,  Vol.  I,  539 

ElBctire  Fraochiae  Report,  remarks  on 

the.  Vol.  I.  63 

Judiciary  Report,  remark*  on  the.  Vol.  II,  S54 

LegiilatiTe  Report,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  1,  960, 366,  367 

Ameudmant  thereto,  Vol.  I,  966 

RepresantatioD   Question,   remarks   on 

the.  Vol.  U,  36,  81,  163,168 

Ameodmeot  to  the  Report  on  the.  Vol.  II,  166 
BRENT,  ROBERT  J.,  oC  Baltimora  city. 

Voll. 

30, 31,  39,  33,  34,  35,  38,  43, 44,  45, 
(4,56,68,73,74,75,81.88,30,98, 
99,  103.  104.  lOG,  lOT,  108, 109, 114, 
119,  ISO,  199,  197,  137,  1S8,  139, 
141,  148,  156,  160,  174,  184,  185, 
186,  IBT.  193, 193, 194. 195, 198,901, 
903. 903,  904,  905,  906.  907,  910, 
931,  300.  a^3,  381,  401,  409,  403, 
401,  4116.  407,  457,  458,  4711,  476, 
4B0,  4E1,  489,  435,  491,  499,  496, 
497,  499,  500,  501,  509,  503,  504, 

511,  513, 539 

Vol.  9. 

18,  97,  35.  46,  47,  64,  69,  70,  73,  76, 
100, 113, 195, 198, 150, 153. 173, 173, 
189,  190,. 191,  193,  197,  199,  301, 
910,  344,  258,  959,  961,  3(i3,  363 
364,  391,  330,  341,  349,  343,  344 
346,  360,  361,  369,  363,  36^.  366, 
369,  376.  48f;,  5^.  538,  W.  540 
641,  543,  S53,  554,  555,  SS7  575, 
678,  580,  589,  584,  619,  613,  616, 
617,  eiB,  1^19,  690,  633,  695,  G39, 
634,  63S,  637,  638,  640,  643.  644, 
646,  647,  6.10,  653,  653,  654,  655. 
656,  658,  65,$,  66l),  661,  663.  "lOt 
705,  706,  707, 111,  718,  730,  "31, 
733,  737.  739.  736,  739  7flO,  742, 
7*3,  745,  749,  761,  752,  753,  759, 
761,  763.  "GS,  766,  767,  768,  774, 
779,  784.  '87.  788,  790,  79^,  79S, 
797,  809,  SJ3,  S40,  848,  849,  850, 

867,  874,  678,  883 


AUorncj  Genenl  uid  bli  Depatie*,  r^ 
mu-kj  on  ihi  tUport  of  the  Com* 
mitiei:  eonccmine  ihe,  Vol.  !,  533 

CiiU  USicrrs,  rcmBrks   on  the  report 

conceriiing  certain,  Vol.  II,  348 

Commitiee  Clerks,  remarks  in  relation  to 

the  diKhir^  of,  Vol.  I,  497 

Conttitutiun,  remark*  on  the  Report  cun- 

ceniing  future  clianges  in  tliu.  Vol.  II,  344 

Ameiiilment  tu  the  Report,  Vol.  II,  StiO 

Educatiou,  amendment  to  Mr.  Me^len- 

n't  propoiitioii conceniing,    Vol.  II,  813 

EUctivB  Fruichiie,  reniarki  on  the  Re- 
port of  ihe  committee  on  tlie, 

Vat.  I,  31,  32,  54,  T4,  ST,  B6,  90 

Ameodmenti  thereto.  Vol.  I,  K7,  h8,  103 

R«m«rki  on  tlie  rcaolution  to  close  de- 
bate on  the  fini  MGtioa  of  the  Re- 
port on  the.  Vol.  1,  5fi,  51 

EseeutiTe  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol. 
I.  4ST,  am,  470, 476,  480,  485,  491. 

493,  500,  501, 503, 504,  Vol.  II,  310 

ABeDdmeiiU  thereto,  Vol.  I,  458,  470, 

480,491,503,503 

ExpIaDationi,  pertoaal.         Vol.  I,  SSI, 

Vol.  II,  150,  15S,  584 

Judiciary,  lubttilule  for  Mr.  Annan's  or- 
der closing  Ihe  geoenl  debate  on 
Ihe  Report  of  the  CoiDmiliev  on  the 
Department  of  the.  Vol.  II,  488 

Judiciary,  remarki  on  the  Report  of  the 
committee  on  the,  Vol.  11,  &33,  538, 
539,  540,  541,  543,  553,  554,  555, 
575,  578,  58U.  619,  513,  617,  618,] 
619,  eS3,  635,  639,  635,  b3U,  B4U, 
644,  646,  647,  600,  653  653,  654, 
635,  659,  660,  661.  TS9,  739,  740. 
743,   7B,  751,  753,  795,  796,   197,  801 

AmendOicnti  to  the  Repori,  Vol.  II,  553, 
557,  583.  613,  616,  616,  635,  659, 

737,  743,  743,  784 

LeeblaUre  Report,  remarki  on  the.  Vol. 
1,  IK,  4tt4.  407,  Vol.  II,  25a,  253, 
261,  361!,  263,  ?64,  S91,  341,  342. 
30,  344,  346,  663,  759,   761,  763, 

767,  768,  779,  850 
.    Anendmenla  thereto.  Vol.  1.  381,  4(11, 
403,406,  Vol.  II,  358,391,341,343, 


314,: 


;,  850 


Master  and  Slare,  remarks  on  Mr.  Freial^ 

man's  order  concerning.  Vol.  I,  114 

Motions  to  reconsider,  remarks  on  the 
motion  of  Ur.  Chamber*,  of  Kent, 
eoncerninK.  Vol.  I,  511,  fil3 

Order  relnltn;  to  imifbrm  rales  of  toll 

on  railroads  and  canals,  Vol.  II,  301 

Orier  conerrainE  ITth  rule.  Vol.  1,  99 

Order  coneeminE  the  puriflcstlon  of  Ihe 

Hall,  Vol.  I,  13S 

Older  concerning  the  Proiout  Question, 
and  prohibiting  the  Contention  re- 
■olving;  ilielf  into  Commitiee  of  tha 
Whole,  Vol.  1,  104 

8ubstiiute  therefor,  VoL  1,  104 

freaidenlof  the  Con rantlon,  remarks  on 
the  oi^r  cuaeemiDK  the  wr  ditm  of. 

Vol.  II,  874 


uavnleut  of  uldilioiiiil  sums 
to"th«.  Vol.  n,  550 

Recess  of  the  Conrcntion,  remarki  on 
the  resolution  cbncerniug  a  duily, 

Vol.  II,  649 
Reporting  of  the  Cnnvriitiun.  remarks 
on  the  Report  of  the  Conimiiirc  cm 
Priming  relative  to  the.  Vol.  II,  344,  418 
Repreientdtton  (Juir^tinn,  remarks  on 
the,  Vol.  1, 107,  109,  119,  130.  Vol. 
il,  18.  37.  33,  46,  47.  64.  69.  70.  73, 
76,  100,  113,  135, 198,  Ip9.  190  191, 

193,  701.  705,  706,  707,  711,  791 
Amendments  tu  tlir  Report  on  the, 

Vol.  U,  173,  707. 799.  774 
Resolution  relating  to  absentees.  Vol.  I,  33 
Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  I,  33,  34 

Riaht*.  remarks  on  the  Bill  of,  Vol.  I, 

147,  I4rl.  156.  160,   184,  187,   193, 

193.  194,  195,  198,  301.  909.  903,  904 
Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  1,  187,  193, 

194,195.  301.3115,310 
BREWER,  GEORGE  O.,  Srcrtlarv  to  the 

Convenlion,  Vol.  1,  373,  451,  506 

Resolution  concerning  his  compeiifBtjon, 

Vol.  II,  631 
BREWER  JOHN,  of  Monteomery  County. 

Vol.  1, 100,  339.  379,  479,  480 
Vol.  II,  103, 148 
Elective  Triachise  Report,  remarki  on 

the.  Vol   I,  100 

Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the,  Vol].  479 
Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  I,  479,480 

Judiciary  Report,  amendment  tu  llic. 

Vol.  II,  748 
Leeiilatiie  Report,  amendment  to  the. 

Vol.  1, 339 
Representation  Question, remarks  on  tlie. 

Vol  II,  105 
Bribery  at  Elections,  [See  /VciwUm.] 
BROWN,  ELIAS,  of  Carroll  County. 
Vol.  1. 

35,  38,  39,  30.  33,  34.  36.  41.  43,  44, 
S6,  51.  65,  66.  67,  98,  99,  106,  101, 
109,  1  3.  6.  133,  136,  131,  136, 
138,  39.  4U,  1.^6,  IM,  163,  166. 
186.  907  944,  J51,  ^8,  963,  367, 
975.  377  atS.  290.  993,  994,  396, 
303,  3U6,  3117  308,  309,  311,  316, 
391,  328.  339,  333.  337,  341.  343, 
351.  3S4,  356   362,  36G   373,  374, 

378,  381.  ■MS,  itfl  395,  416.  490, 
496,  431,  436,  4  445,  458,  461, 
4C4,  465,  466,  479    i6S,  488,  495. 

497,  498,  506 
Vol.  9. 

19,  36,  .13,  36,  40,  50,  53. 78.  79, 80, 
lUO.   119,   133.  139,  130,  133.  147, 

148,  149,  ni,  173,  174,  900,  310, 
390,  339,  333,  338,  339,  341,  343, 
345,  347,  3iH,  3G.-i,  366,  367,  375, 

379,  3h9,  398,  4113,  4U3,  4U7,  408, 
410,  419,  413,  415,  448,  533,  557, 
558,  563,  574,  575,  578,  507.  5t>8, 
595,  596,  601,  604,  605,  608,  613, 
618,  634,  695,  639,  639,  697,  lOO, 


701.  104,  711.  112,  735,  73S,  740, 
141,  145.  14!!,  1511,  151,  758,  788, 
801,  eoi,  8U4,  Pll,  BIS,  BI7.  816, 
BM.  824,  t(34,  B3H,  U39,  640.  643, 
843,  846,  859,  854,  SCO,  865,  661,  813 

Ab»ntev9,  remarks  on  llieurderrelaliDS 

to.  Vol.  I,  44 

Ciril  Ufficen.  amendmenti  to  the  Report 

coDccrnineeertiiia,  Vol  II,  839,843,643 

lUmarks  thereon,  VoJ.  II,  840.  846 

Cummittoe  Clerks,  remtrks  in  relation 

to  the  diichiLrge  of.  Vol.  I,  497,  498 

CoDstitation,  remarks  on  the  Report  con- 
cerning future  ahangei  of  Itie,   Vol. 

II,  365,  366,  315 

AmcnddieDtB  to  the  Report,      Vol.  II, 

365,367.376 

CoDttllution,  remarks  on  the  order  con- 
cerning the  printing  and  circulation 
of  copies  of  the  amended.       Vol.  II,  804 

Cotutilutions,  remarks  oo  the  ariick  ai 
to  tbe  operation  of  the  new  and  old. 

Vol.  II,  BSU 

Education,  remarks  on  the  Report  on. 

Vol.  II,  811 

Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

the,     Vol.  I,  28,  89,  36,  65,  Vol.  II.  860 

Exccutire  Report,  remarks  on  the,Vol.  1, 

458,461,465,466,488^   Vol.  II,  310 

Amendments  thereto,       Vol.1,  461,464,466 

Judioiarjr,  remark)  on  the  Report  of  the 
committee  on  the.  Vol.  II,  300, 
558,  563,  5T4,  575,  595,  601,  639, 
100,  ,701,  735,  736,  745,  749,  750. 

751,  801,  803 

Amendments  to  the  report.  Vol.  II.  557, 

595,  608,  639 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the, 
Vol.  1,  S51,S58,  263,  367,  375,  377, 
296.  .306,  309,  311,  316,  321,  338, 
333,  337,  341,  343,  351,  3SG.  363, 
366,  386,  367,  416,  430.  436.  436, 
445;  Vol.  11,  333,  339,  343,  345,  347, 


AmfitidmenU  la  the.      Vol.  I,  309, 3S6, 

387, 
Maatertnd  Slare,  remarks  on  the  Report 

concerning  the  relation  of.      Vol.  I,  139 

Order  relating  to  census  returns,      Vol.  I,  35 

Order  concerhing  the  absence  of,    Vol.  II, '" 

President  oC  the  Conrention,  remarks  on 

the  order  concerning  theoer  rficm  of 

the,  Vol.  II,  838 

Public  Works,  remarks  on  (be  report 

creating  a  board  of,      Vol.  II.  403, 

403,  408,410,413,413,415 
Amendments  to  the   Report,    Vol.   I(. 

396,  413 
Hepresentation  <)u««tion,  remniks  on  the, 
Vol.1,  106,  107.  116,  136;   Vol.11, 
36,  33,  36,  50,  53,  78,  79.  80.  119. 

133,  IS9.  130,173,818 
Amendmenlt  to  (he  Report  on  the.  Vol. 

II.  Ill,  113 
Resolution  concerning  debate  on  amend* 
menl*  to  the  Judieiart   Report, 

Vol.  II,  697 


Raaolutioo  rerulatioK  debate  EeDerBlly, 

Vol.ll,  758 
Rights,  remarks  on  Ibe  Bill  of.     Vol.  I, 

156, 163,  188 
BUCHANAX,  JAMES  M.,  of  Baliimona 

Vol.  1.""  '' 

26,  68,  67,  73,  75.  77,  78,  96,  98, 
115,  136,  133,  133,  136,  149,  171. 

177.  190,  ao5,  an,  230,  243,  aw, 

380,  386,  291,  393,  296,  297,  308, 
338,  329,  371 ,  373,  375,  388,  393, 
397,  406,  457,  460,  461.  476,  466, 

496,  506,  507 
Vol.9. 

21.  79,  69,  90,  173,  180,  183,  213, 
313,  318,  3-2.'>,  238,  246,  346,  330, 
341,  381,  383,  384,  396,  459,  461, 
485,  500,  510,  534,  549,  555,  573, 
586,  567,  588,  5S9,  S93,  596,  S98, 
606.  608.  609,  618,  633,  633,  641, 
643.  644,  647,  9*6,  649,  654,  655, 
699,  700,  7U1  703,  730,  732,  735, 
750.  753,  761.  762,  799,  804,  805, 
813    817    640,  841,  842.  843,  656, 

869,  871,812,673 
Cifil  Officeni,  ren&rkt  on  the  Report 
couceminE  ceruin.      Vol.  11,  MO. 

641,  843,  843 
CoDltitulion,    remarks  on    the   Report 
eonceraing  future  chances  of  the, 

Vol.  11,  363,384 
CoDStitulion,  remarks  on  the  Order  con- 
cerning the  printing  and  circulation 
of  copies  oTlhe  amended.        Vol  II,  804 
Debates,   remarks  coQcernine  the  Re- 
ports of,  \^.  II,  873,  873 
Education,  amendment  to  tbe  Keport  on 

the  subject  of.  Vol.  IT,  813 

Eleotire  Fraocbise  Report,  remarks  on 

Vnl.  I,  36 

^r 

Vol.  I,  77; 
Eieculiie  Report,  remarks  on  the^ol.  I. 
467, 461,  476,  4S6;  Vol.  U,  311,  313, 

318,  23S,  338 
Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vol.  I,  460 

Hour  of  Meeting,  remarks  on  tbe,  Vol.1, 

66,67 

Judiciarj,  remarks  on  the  Report  of  the 

Commitlee  on  the.  Vol.  II,  461, 485, 

500,  510,  534,  655,  566,  567,  5i<9, 

598,  600,  618,  633,  644,  647,  648t 

649,  654,  655,  699,  735,  75U,  753,  799 
Amendments  to  the  Report,  Vol.  11,586, 

593.  609.  699,  700 
Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  (he. 
Vol.  I,  358,  380,  338,  329,  388, 393, 

Vol.  11,  341,  761,  762 
Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  II,  761 

Map,  remarks  on  the  Order  relative  to 

lithf^raphing  the  State,  Vol.  11,  183 

Order  concerning  tbe  absence  of  Mr. 

Welsh,  Vol.  II,  608 

Presidency  pro  Ism.,  remark*  on  being 

•tooled  to  the.  Vol.  I,  507 


RcprcMnlation  QiitEtion,  remarki  on 
rhe,     Vol.  1,  133,  i:i3,  :itil>i  Vol.  II. 

-9,  M,  UO,  549 

Rcsiiliiliun  coni'crniDEtlicpaf  orUiBPa- 

gni-fihe  Cunventiim,  Vol.  II,  596 

KciUiun,  rrmarka  on  Uie  Unlcr  rclalivs 

b>  committee  of,  Vol.  II,  -US,  2M 

Righu,  Bill  i.r,remBrki  on  ttie.Vol.  1, 171,  IT* 


CALLS  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 
Vol  1. 

33,  43,  149,  15d,  166,  176, 369.  990, 

388.  ^94,  325,  336,  aii,  394,  410, 
Vol.  2  4S9,  4da,  4t<6,  5U3,  I 

37,  93.  )M,  131.  147,  14d,  149,  I.S3, 
176,  l(i3,  199,  £.17,  353.  3SI,  416, 
448,  492,  5U0.  531,  533,  506,  601, 
608,  610,  701,  733,  733,  745,  TSJ, 
780,  788,  790,  817,   837,  838,  849, 

ess,  856,  860,  867,  £ 
CARTER,  n.  C,  of  Caroline  Count;, 

Vol.  I,  339,  Vol.  11,  184,  163,  484,  7 
Petitii>n  presented  by.  Vol.  tl,  7 

Repmenialion  Qiieatlon,  amendroenlt  to 
theRrportonlhe,  Vol   U,  184, 1 

CAUSES,  PruHculion  or  defence  of    [See 

JuJUiary.] 
CEMSL'S,  Urder  to  add  up  (lie  return*  of, 
Vol.1 
ConBtunicationsfram  Mr.  KenncdT  con- 
eerninz  the,  Vat.  1,  78.  17R,  3 

CHAMBERS,  EZEKIEL   F.,  of   Kent 

Vol.^"'^' 

35.  38,  39,30,  4S,46,  4B,5I,SS,.13, 
57,  6.1,  67,  78, 79,  80,  63, 83, 88,  8!l, 
91.  94. 96,  97,  98,  lOU,  103,  104, 106, 
109,  111,  ]I3,  113,  115,  116,  1:>-1, 
136,  137,  134,  139,  130  131,  133, 
134,  13a,  136,  139,  143,  145,  116, 
147.  136,  137,  163,  164,  170,  174, 
ITT,  181.  183.  104.  199,  193,  194, 
198,  sun,  201,  903.  303,  304,  305, 
30G,  309,  315,  S  6.  318,  339,  343, 
345,  36^.  367    376,  384,  m,  38«, 

389,  394,  aSG.  297  398.  299,  300, 
3U3.  303,  303,   31      314,  328.  3-^9, 

330,  3^  333.  336,  3m.  3,>3,  354, 
358,  359,  366.  369.  37  3T3.  373. 
374,  3bl,  3B3.  383.  387  392.  393, 
396,  397,  399,  403.  413,  416,  434, 
433,  437,  449.  4.<i0,  34.  46  4Ga, 
4S8,  469,  ^'iO.  A  Ti,  ~'J.  4ti3. 
489.  491,  493.  493,  495.  496.  498, 
503,  604,  505,  507.  5(18,  510,  513, 

513,  515,  Saa,  S3G,  3 
Vol.  3. 

9,  13,  14, 21.  S3, 24,  30,  33, 34,  36, 
38. 67.  76. 77, 80.  107,  108, 159, 163. 
168,  J73,  179,  ISO.  187  188,  D3, 
194.  19.1,  196,  199,  Wl,  303,  304. 
306,  309,  313,  31  ^6,  ^%,  !4'.>. 
944.  346.  347,  854  357  258,  2S0, 
370,  371,  377,  283,  2^6.  IWU,  330. 

331,  346,  368.  380.  3S3.  395.  396, 
406,  453,  454,  465,  4H.  466,  487, 


489,  313,  5;.'3,  531,  533,  536,  551, 

553,  afi,  :m  597,  (iu3,  UI4,  605, 

«I0,  619,  5^1,  6-.'-J,  irit,  641,  643, 

663,  664,  697,  7ul.  7<I4.  71)5.  7<  6, 

7117.  -,U».  7119.  710,  713,  7i:t.  719, 

;U4,  733,  736,  767,  769, 


!7I. 


7W. 


[,  7r<.i,  ■ 


;,  7p9, 


t-M.  e3(i,  8 
Ki3,  e-'iK.  N'lT,  ».>,  859,  863,  064, 
869,  87u,   t:i,  f73,  p78,  879.  8tXI, 

1^83,  883,  rW6,  tV»,  889 
Attorney  Geiirral  and  liii  Utpulu'i,  re- 
marks on  till'  Kepurt  of  the  Cont- 
uiiltce  tin  llie  ollirr  of  th«,  Vol.  1, 

5J3.  536.  548,  Vol.  It,  13,  14.  3S 
AmendnienI  Ui  (he  Hiporl,  Vol.  II,  9 

liusiiinn  ot  tlie  ('i>niei>tn>n,  reniirk*  on 
tl.i-  ordvr  of  Mr.  lluHarJ,  cuncern- 
itij  tlie  final  iliipo^ttioii  of.      Vol.  11,  783 
ConslitiiliiiN.toinaikiofitlir  Itrportcon- 

cerninj:  fuliifc  rhangeit  in  the.  Vol.  II,  368 
CoDstiliitiuii».  ri-iiiurks  on  (be   Article 
cotirrrnitig  tbe  oiier^tion  of  (be  new 
and  olil.  Vol.  II,  836,  ^7 

Conititutiuri  M  enj{ros«ud,  remarks  on 
(be  rc!.|iretivcoTder:iFunreniingthe 
copies  uf  (lit.  Vol.  II,  879, 8'A.  683 

883,  886,  886 
Elccljic  rratirl.i<c  Report,  remarks  on 
thv.  Vol.  1, 29,  .10,  43,  46.48.51,33, 
53,57,  78,79,  fU,  89,94,  96,  100, 

313,  Vol.  2.  857,  858,  Ba9,  862 
Amendments  tlierttn.  Vol.  I.  35, 38,  79, 

80,  81,  97,  Vol.  II,  857,  864 
Eleclire  Franrhite,  report  fi^m  llie  com- 

n>T(lee  on  tlic,  Vol.  I,  67 

Eieciitivp  Report,  remark*  on  Hip,  Vol. 
1,  454.  461,  463,  468,  469,  471,  473, 
4KJ.  439,  4'Jl,  193.  493.  498.  503, 
SU4,  505,  Vol.  II.  3IJ3,  304, 306, 309, 

213,  336,  330 
Amendment*  to  Ihc  Rpport,  Vol.  I,  470, 

471.  4b9.  491,  503,  Vol.  II,  3'j4,  314 
Kinlanation.  |ier»oiial.  Vol.  1,  198 

juoii'iarv,  remarks  on  (he  Report  of  tlie 
OimmitlM  on  (lie.  Vol.  11,  466,  487, 
489,  513.  5-}3   534,  535.  536,  553, 
.1H4.  604.  610,  664.  70L  769,  771,  878 
AmcndRieiits  lliereto.  Vol.  II,  603,  6U4, 

611,701,878 
Leeii'lslivr  Repor(,  remarks  on  tbe.  Vol. 
I,  345,  ^63,  375,  994, 296,  309, 303, 
303.  311,  338.  339,  330,  333,  335, 
336  3.>3.  .T53,  358.  339.  366,  369, 
3^1,  .S83,  3^^,  387,  393,  393,  396, 
397,  S'O,  4li3,  415,  434,  433,  449, 
430,  Vnl.  II.  334,  257,  338,360,  370, 
371,  377.  3e3,   386,  H9U,  330,  331, 

346.  669,  767,  859, 653 
Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vol.  I,  305, 
339,  336,  381,  396.  397.  399,  416, 

434.  Vol.  H.  3.';4,  357,  383,  643,  853 
Militia,  aiiivni]mcn(  to  the   Report  on 

tlie,  Vol.  11,814 

Mitrhrll,  Jame«  8.,  remarks  on  (lie  Re- 
port in  the  rate  of,  Vol.  11,  551 
Motions  to  reiioiifblcr.  remarks  ronceni' 
ing,    Vol.  1,507,  508,  510,  519,  513.  SIS 


Orders  coneemiDg  the  State  Map, 

Vol.  II,  596,  597 
Petitioa  presented  bj,  Vol.  I,  479 

Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  Report 
ereatingaBoknl  of.  Vol.  11,393, 395, 

154,  455, 45G 
Reporting  of  the  Coniention,  remarks  on 
the  Report   of   the  Committee  on 
PriatiDgconeeming  thci  Vol.  II,  344, 

419,  493,  494 
Repreientatlon  question,  nmsrks  onthe. 
Vol.  I,  106,  111,  113,  IIS,  llfi,  139, 
WT,  1S8.  29,  133,  134,  135,  136, 
886,  2b«,  -297,  298,  399,  374,  Vol. 
II,  91 ,  sa.  24,  30,  .33, 34,  67,  76,  77, 
107,  108,  163,-137,  188,  193,  194, 
195,  301,  643,  701,  704,  705,  706, 
707,  708,  T09,  710,  719,  713,  719, 

723.  724,  795,  779,  773,  819.  890 
Aoendntents  to  the  Report  on  the. 

Vol.  II,  36,  162, 196,  199,  705,  736, 

819,  890 
ImtnjctioDS  to  the  committee  on  the. 

Vol.  1,  137 
R«port  upon  the.  Vol.  1,  386 

Report)  from  the  Re*iiorj  Committee, 

Vol.  II,  870, 871,  8T3,  878 
R«Tiiian,  remarks  on  the  order  i^lating 

to  Committee  on,  Vol.  II,  946,  347 

Ri^t*,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.  Vol.  1, 
143,  145,  146,  147,  156,  157,  163, 
IW,  170,  174,  177,  181,  183,  184, 
199,  193,  194,  300,  SUl,  909,  903, 
304, 905, 906, 909, 915, 339,  Vol.  11, 

785,787 
AmendmenU  thereto,  Vol.  1, 157, 184, 

315,  916,  Vol.  II,  785 
Rule,  remark!  on  prnpasBd  amendment 
to  the  93d,  (respecting  motions  to 
reoonsider,)  Vol.  H,  697, 771 

CHANCELLURS'  COURTS.  [See  AuK- 

CHANDi£r,  H,  J.,  of  Baltimore  oountj. 
Vol.  1. 

aiO,  313,  339,  304,  389,  391,  393, 
393,  394,  433, 
Vol.  3. 

173,  269,  367,  737,  899,  865,  868 
Abieaoe  of,  statement  of  the  President 
of  the  Coniention  eonoemine  the, 

V«l.  II,  969 
Ordar  of  Hr.  Welsh  eonceroiog  the. 

Vol.  11, 367 
Lagislatire  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol. 


1.3t 


,391,3 


3,433 


Anendment  thereto.  Vol.  I,  i 

Onlar  for  extra  eooi»ns»tIoD  to  Mr. 

Chiebeiter,  the  Astiilanl  Seoteta- 

tj,  Vol.  II, 

RighU,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.   Vol.  I, 

910,  913 

CHAPLAINS  or  THE  CONVEWTION, 

(Rev.  Mesirs.  Griffith  and  Grauff.) 

Order  respectinR  compeosalion   to 

the,  Vol.  II,  783 


CHARTERS. 

[See  Corptnlniu  and  Bmkt.] 

CHICHESTER,  W.  B.,  Assistant  Secre- 
tary to  the  ConTen lion.  Vol.  II,  865, 

CHURCH  PROPERTT,  Propositions  con- 
oeniog  the  limitation  of.  Vol.  I, 

316,  917,  9: 
CIVIL  OFFICERS  Order  bj  Mr.   Bell, 

concerning  certain,  Vol.  II,  7' 

Report  b;  Mr.  Tack,  from  the  eoraroiu 
tee  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
respecting  the  appointment  and  ten- 
ureof  certain.  Vol.  II,  486,  836,  838,  S' 
Report  bj  Mr.  HcHenrj,  from  the  same 
committee,  Vol.  U,  7. 

CLAIMS,  before  the  Legiilttnre,  provi- 
tion  eoneemtng  the  adTocaer  of. 

Vol.  1, 450,  Vol.  n,  ei 

CLERGYMEN,  he,  eligibiliij  of,  to  the 

Legitlatur*.    [See  Ltgiiiat^n.] 
CLERKS,  to  Committees.  [See  CMunillN 

CUrkt.] 

CLERKS  ANU  REGI9TER8,  Ptofision 
respecting  the  eompenaation  of. 
Vol.  1, 148,  457,  Vol.  II,  355,  3S6, 

359,  797,  798,  730,  731,  733,  7. 
[See,  also,  Judiaarv.] 
CODE  OF  LAWS.    [See  Lttei.] 
COLORED  POPULATION.    [SeaPmi. 

IbHm.I 
COLSTON,  H.  O.,  of  Talbot  coun^. 

Vol.  U, 
COMMITTEE  CLERKS, 

Vol.  I,  35,  476,  479,  486,  494,  495, 

496,  516,  & 
Committee  (select)  to  inquire  Into  the 
espedienc;  of  dischargiag  some  of 
the.  Vol.  1,  i 

Reports  tima  the  said  committee.  Vol.  I, 

494,4 
COMMITTEES,  (select,)  on  the  wrtnge- 

meol  of  teats  in  the  Hall,         Vol.  I,  9 
On  new  oounties.        Vol.  I,  343.'    [Sea 

CnMlkt] 
To  examine  the  rules  of  the  Convention, 

Vol.  I,  MO.    [See  r 
On  the  license  sjstem, 

[See  licMuc  Lovi.] 

Comseniint  the  dischaifs  of  Clerk*  and 

Dooi^leepars  of  the  Con  venlion.  Vol . 

I,  478,  479,  466,  494,  416,  4 
On  the  ease  of  Janes  S.  Mitchell,   Vol. 

H,  949.     [See  MuMi.  Jma  8.1 
Od  Rettslon,  Vol.  II.,  945,  948, 9 

[See  RivMt*  CanmiUa,] 
To  examine  the  Journal  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  be  kept  as  •  record.  Vol.  II, 

605,6 
[See  Jmunat  «f  tiu  CotttfeHtim.] 
To  contract  for  the  publication  of  the 
amended  oonatitution.  Vol.  II,  8 

[See  ConitiltUiim.] 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WHOLE,   Vol. 

I,  as,  36, 46, 58,  67,  78,  83, 88,  68,  1 


i«.i 

Vol.  1,  3 
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Chairman  of  the,  Mr.  Blakistone,  on  the 
elective  Franchise  report.    [See  BUh 
kiaiotu.] 

Order  of  Mr.  Brent,  of  Ballimore  city, 
prohibitiriE  the  Cooventioii  resolv- 
ing itself  into.  Vol.  1, 104 

COMMUNICATIONS  from 

The  Treasurer  of  the  State,  Vol.  I,  33, 

166,332 
The  Governor  of  the  State  of  IjOuisiaDa, 
in  relation  to  its  system  of  Educa- 
tion, Vol.  1,  33 
,    J.  C.  G.  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  the 

census.  Vol.  I,  78,  176.  207 

The  Commissioners  of  Tax  for  St.  Mary^ 
County,  relative  to  fees  paid  to  the 
Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies, 

Vol.  I,  104 

£.  Root,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction in  Wisconsin,  Vol.  1, 177 

The  Clerk  of  Kent  County,  Vol.  1, 969 

.'  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama, 
relating  to  the  Compromise  Mea- 
sures passed  by  Congress,        Vol.  I,  384 

.  The  same,  reiati? e  to  the  School  system 

of  that  Bute,  Vol.  I,  385 

I  &  Smarden  and  others,  concerning  pub- 
lic education,  Vol.  I,  104 

;  The  Clerk  of  the  Levy  Court  of  Kent 
County,  relative  to  the  fees  of  the 
Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies, 

Vol.  I,  385 

.  The  Goremor  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
transmitting  papers  in  the  case  of 
James  S.  Mitchell,  Vol.  U,  240 

The  aame,  covering  a  communication 
from  U.  Hubbell,  Esq.,  in  the  same 
ease,  Vol.  II,  614 

Henry  G.  Wheeler,  official  Reporter, 
concerning  the  Reports  of  the  De- 
bates of  the  Convention,   Vol.  II,  99,  86d 

OUMPENSATION  OT  STATE  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  I>orsey*spropOBitiou  requiring  those 
whose  compensation  exceeds  annu- 
ally the  sum  of  |3.0U0,  to  pay  the 
excess  into  the  State  Treasury, 

Vol.  II,  814 
COMPROMISE. 
Communication  from  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Alabama,  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Convention  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  on  the  late  acts 
of  Congress,  concerning  the,  Vol.  1,  384 

COMPTROLLER,  Provision  for  the  elee- 

tion  of,  Vol.  I,  166 

[See  TVMMry  Dtpvrimeni.] 

CONSTABLE,  ALBERT,ofCeoilCounty, 
Vol.  1. 

996,  320,  383,  384,  395,  397,  414, 

416,  419,  420,  422,  424,  455 
,  Vol.9. 

176,  478,  764,  766,  767.  768,  823, 
824,  833,  840,  842,  855,  866,  867, 

871, 875,  878, 879,  889 


Civil  officers,  amendment  to  the  Report ' 
concerning.  Vol.  II,  840,  849 

Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  11,  843 

Constitution,  remarks  on  the  Order  con- 
cerning the  engrossed  copy  of  the 
amended,  Vol.  11,  689 

Constitutions,  additional  article  concern- 
ing the  operation  of  the  new  and 
old.  Vol.  II,  823 

Remarks  thereon,  Vol.  11,  824 

Judiciary,  remarks  on  the  Report  of  the 

Committee  on  the.         Vol.  II,  748,  878 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol. 

I,  320,  383, 384,  414,  416,  420,  429, 

424,  455;  Vol.  II,  764,  766,  767,  768 
Amendments  to  the  Rf'port,  Vol.  I,  383, 
395, 397, 419, 420,  424;  Vol.  II,  764, 

766,767 
Order  for  eompensation  to  Samuel  Pea- 
cock, committee  Clerk,  for  extra 
service.  Vol.  II,  867 

Petition  presented  by,  Vol.  U,  176 

Treasury    Department,    amendment  to 

the  Report  on  the,  VoL  II,  833 

CONSTABLES,  [See  JudUtary.] 

CONSTITUTION,  as  amended,  the.    Vol.  I,  3 
Articles  concerning  the  operation  of  the 

new  and  old.  Vol.  11,  824,  825,  826,  897 
Motion  to  re-commit  the  engrossed  copv 

of  the  amended.  Vol.  II,  883 

Orders  concerning  the  printing  and  cir- 
culation of  copies  of  the  amended, 

Vol.  II,  803,  804,  805, 875,  877 
Orders  concerning  the  signature  and  pub- 
lication of  the  amended*  Vol.  II,  864,  866 
Order  concerning  the  deposit  of  the  en* 

grossed  copy  of  the  amended.  Vol.  II,  879 

Reports  from  the  committee  on  future 
amendments  and  revisions  of  the: 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  it  mav  be 
altered,  changed,  or  abolished.  Vol. 

II,  223,  245, 359,  360,  365,  366, 367, 
372,  375,  376,  377,  378,  379,  380, 

381,  384,  388,  389,  850 
Report  (final)  of  the  amended,      Vol.  11,  889^ 
Signed  by  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion. Vol.  II,  89a 
CONVENTION. 
Business  of  the,  Vol.  I,  76;  Vol.  II,  780, 

781,  782,  855 
Convention,  calls  of  the,  [See  CnUa  tjftkg 

Conttniicn.) 
Convention,  expenses  of  the.         Vol.  II,  758 
Convention,  per  diem  of  the  members  of 

the,  Vol.  II,  877 

Convention,  Primary   School — address 

from  the,  Vol.  I,  88 

Convention  to  alter  or  abolish  the  Con- 
stitution, provisions  respecting  the 
call  of  a.  Vol.  H,  923, 245, 359, 360, 
365,  366,  361,  372,  375,  376,  377, 

378, 379,  380,  381,  384,  388,  38» 
CONVEYANCING.  Simplification  of  the 
forms  of.     [See  Legislative  Deporb- 
mcti/.l 
CONVICTIONS,  Propositions  concerning. 

Vol.  1, 199, 200 
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CORPORATIONS,  Order   of  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson,  concemiog   charten   of. 

Vol.  I,  83 
Order  of  Mr.  R.  J.   Brent,  concerning 

uniform  rates  of  toll  of,  Vol.  1,  201 

Propositions  concerninK,        Vol.  II,  764,  766 
Report  by  Mr.  Wells,  m)m  the  commit- 
tee on,  Vol.  II,  717 
CORRECTION,  Vol.  II,  99 

CORRUPTION  OF  BLOOD,  [See£ifAto.] 
COUNTIES,  NEW. 

Order  of  Mr.  Smith  concerning  a  com- 
mittee upon,  Vol.1,  243 
Proyisions  concerning,  Vol.  I,  3d0;  Vol. 
II,  259,  332, 333,  334,  337, 338, 339, 

521,  870 
Report  of  Mr.  Smith  on  Allegany  county, 

Vol.  I,  356 
[See  also,  Jillegany,  Fnderiek,  mnd 
Woihington    CounUa,  wmd  Howard 
DittrictA 
COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS,    Vol.  II, 

840,  842 
COUNTY  COURTS.    [See  JtwRdory]. 
COURT  OF  CHANCERY.  [See  Jtufidory. 

CREDIT  OF  THE  STATE.    [See  Ugi$- 

lative  DenarlmtfU.] 
CRISFIELD,  J.  W.,  of  Somerset  County. 

Vol.  1. 

74,  98,  100, 104, 143,  221, 243,  397, 
399,  402,  404,  405,  407,  409,  437, 
442i  443,  444,  450,  457,  458,  468, 
469,  470,  471,  474,  486,  487,  491, 
495,  499,  500,  503,  516,  519,  520, 

523,  528,  537,  549 

Vol.  2. 

19, 108, 130, 146,  150. 182,  184, 199, 
200,  445,  459,  460,  467,  487.  492, 
501,  503,  504,  555,  559,  660,  563, 
564,  565,  566,  578,  579,  580,  582, 
584,  586,  587,  589,  591,  601,  606, 
607,  608,  616,  618,  637,  638,  651, 

652,  697,  698,  699, 775 

Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies,  re- 
marks on  the  Report  of  the  commiU 
tee  on  the  office  of  the,  Vol.  I,  519, 

520,  523,  537,  549 

Amendments  to  the  Report,  Vol.  I,  537,  549 

Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

the,  Vol.  I,  74,  100 

Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  I,  104 

Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol. 

I,  458,  468,  469,  470,  474,  491,  499, 

500,503,528 
Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  I,  458,  469, 

470,  471.  500,  503 

Explanation,  personal,  Vol.  II,  584 

Judiciary,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  I,  243; 

Vol.11,  199,200,460,467,492,501, 

503,  504,  555,  659,  560,  563,  564, 

565,  566,  579,  580,  586.  587,  589, 

616,  618.  638,  651,  652,  699,  775 
Amendments  to  the  Report  on  the.  Vol, 

II,  459,  460,  487, 492,  501, 503, 560, 
578,  579,  582,  589,  616,  618,  637.  698 

Judiciary,  Report  from  the  minority  of 
the  committee  on  the,  Vol.  I,  516 


Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol. 
I,  397,  404,  405,  407,  409,  443,  444. 

450;  Vol.  II,  584,  606,  ( 
Amendments  to  the  Report,  Vol.  I,  397, 

399,  409,  437,  442,  i 
Order  concerning  the  absence  of  Mr. 

Dashiell,  Vol.  II, 

Petition,  presented  by.  Vol.  1,  ^ 

Report,  from  the  minority  of  a  select 
committee  in  relation  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  Clerks  to  Committees,  and 
Dooi^keepers,  Vol.  I,  4 

RepresentatloB  Question,  remarks  on 
the,  Vol.  II,  108, 130,  ] 

Amendment  to  the  Report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the,  Vol.  11,  ] 

Rule,  remarks  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed to  the  22d,  Vol.  II,  ( 

D 

DALRYMPLE,  I.  J.,  of  Calvert  county. 

Vol.  II,  'i 

DASHIELL,  J.  J.,  of  Somerset  county. 

Vol.  I,  45,  46,  107,  112,  113,  114,  149, 

235,  236,  237,  238,  396,  437,  492, 

493,  Vol.ai,  330, 595, 660,  758.  759, 

781,  804,  C 
Absentees,  amendment  to  the  order  con- 
cerning. Vol.  I, 
Constitution,  remarks  on  the  order  con- 
cerning the  printing  and  circulation 
of  the  amended.                      Vol.  IC,  8 
Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  1, 4 
Amendments  thereto,               Vol.  I,  492,  4 
Judiciary,  amendment  to  the  Report  of    . 
the  committee  on  the.             Vol.  U,  ( 
Legislative    Report,  remarks   on    the, 

Vol.  TI,  758,  T 
Master  and  Slave,  remarks  on  the  order 
of  Mr.  Presstman  concerning. 

Vol  I,  113,  1 
Order  concerning  the  absence  of  Mr.  J. 

U.  Dennis,  Vol.  II,  7 

Representation   Question,  remarks   on 

the.  Vol.  I,  1 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.  Vol.  I, 

235,  236,  238,  4 
Amendment  to  the.  Vol.  I,  235,  236,  S 

DAVIS,    ALLEN    B.,    of    Montgomery 
county. 

Vol  1. 

40.  43.  53,  70,  84,  88,  112,  114,  219, 
221,  223,  225,  307,  326.  368,  397, 
398,  419,  424,  425.  427,  430    432, 

433,  434,  435,  457,  4 

Vol.  2. 

7,  80,  87,  131,  2.36,  245,  253,  341. 
346,  355,  356.  .357.  359,  378,  381, 
390,  407,  408.  413,  414.  415.  425, 
426,  443,  446,  448,  45rt,  484  600» 
605,  617.  702,   7U7.  727,  7«0,  783. 

789.  791    806,  608.  809.  812,  8 

Allegany  County,  remarks  on  the  Report 
concerning  the  division  of.      Vol.  II,  2 

Constitution,  remarks  on  the  Report  con- 
cerning futuro  changed  of  the,  Vol.  II,  3 
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Edacation,  remarks  on  the  Report  con- 

eerning,  Vol.  11,  806,  6UH,  909 

Aneodajtrnt  Vt  the  Report,  Vol.  11,  b09 

Additioiial  Arliclt;  to  tlio  Constitution,  , 

ou  the  s^ubject  of,  Vol.  II,  812 

Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

the.  Vol.  I,  40,  53,  70 

Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the,  Vol. 

1,  457,  490,  Vol.  II,  236 

Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  II,  600 

Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  11,  617 

Legislative    Report,   remarks   on    the, 

Vol.  J,  368,  397,  424,  425,  427,  432, 

433, 434,  Vol.  11,341,346,355,3)6, 

357,  484 
Amendments  to  the  Report,  Vol.  I.  398, 

424,  Vol   11,356 
Petitions  presented  by.  Vol.  1,419,  Vol. 

II,  605 
Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  Report 
creating  a  Board  of,  Vol.   II,  390, 
407,  4Ud,  413,  414,  425,  426,  443, 

446,  448,  458 
Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vol.  II,  448 

Recea»,  order  concerning  a.  Vol.  II,  783 

Remarks  thereon,  Vol.  II,  783 

Reporting  of  the  Convention,  remarks 
on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing  concerning  the.         Vol.  II,  245 
Represent ;iti on    Question,   remarks    ou 
tlie.  Vol.  1, 117,  lib,  Vol.  II,  80, 87, 

702,  707 
Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  1, 

222.225 
Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  I,  219 

DEBATES,  Resolutions  to  close, 
Vol.  1. 

On  the  Ar$t  Section  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  tlie  Elective 
Franchise,  55 

On  the  pending  article  of  Franchise,     83 
Od  the  whole  subject  of  Franchise,      97 
Resolution  of  Mr.  Sollers  concern- 
ing the  debate  on  the  same  subject,     99 
DEBATE,  kesolutions  to  close, 
Vol.2. 

On  the  Report  concerning  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  his  Deputies,  5 
Do.  on  the  Reprchcntation  Question,     78 
Do.  on  the  Judiciary  Report,  484, 

486,697 
DEBATE. 
Vol.  2. 

Resolution  of  Mr.  Brown  regulating 

general,  758 

Order  of  Mr.  Howard  prohibiting 

after  a  certain  day,  780,  781,  782 

Order  of  Mr.  Thouias  concerning 
the  application  to  the  Elective 
FranchiAc  Report  of  the  general 
ordt-r  limiting,  855 

DEBATES  OF  THE  CONVENTION,  re- 

porta  of.     [See  Rtporttr.] 
DEBATES,  Copies  of   the   Reports    of. 

Vol.  II,  741,816 
DEBT,  Imprisonment    for,  Provision  to 
aboliifh,  Vol.  1,  138,  446,  447,  448, 

450,  Vol.  n,  606, 608 


I  DEBT,  the  public.    [See  Isoans,  Improve- 

mtnts,  internal,  Rdvealion  and  Legit- 

htive  DeparUnent,  item  Credit  of  tke 

Stmte.] 

DEBTS  to  the  State,  remission  of.    [See 

Execuiive  Depmrimenl.] 
DEBTS,  securities  fur.  Vol.  II,  753,  854 

DEBTORS.  Provision  protecting  from  ex- 
ecution a  certain  amount  of  the 
propery  of.  Vol.  I,  407,  408,  409, 

410,  411 
DECLARATION  OF   RIGHTS.     [See 

BigkU.] 
DELEGATES,  election  of.    [See  Legulm- 

tire  Department.] 
DENNIS,  JAS.  U.,  of  Somerset  county. 
Vol  I,  75.  84,  85,  90,  95  150,  260, 
293,  Vol.  II,  80,  131,  259,  283.  624,  781 
Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

the.  Vol.  I,  75,  84,  85,  90,  95 

Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vol.  I,  84 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol. 

II,  259,  283 
Order  limiting  debate  on  the  Represen- 
tation Question,  Vol.  II,  80,  131 
Rights,  remarks  on  tike  Bill  of,       Vol.  I,  150 
DENNIS,  JOHN,  of  Somerset  county. 
Vol.  1,96,  292,  340,  387,  Vol.  II.  100, 

196,  226,  593.  595.  7»8.  855.  890 
Elective  Franchise  Re^iort,  remarks  on 

the,  Vol.  I,  96 

Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the,  Vol. 

11,226 
Judiciary,  remarks  on  tlie  Report  of  the 

Committee  on  the.  Vol.  II,  595 

Amendments  to  the  Report,  Vol.  II.  593,  595 
Legislative  Report  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  I,  387 
Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vol.  1,  240 

Petition  presented  by.  Vol.  II,  788 

Representation    Question,   remarks    on 

the.  Vol.  II,  196 

DENT,  JOHN  F.,  of  St.  Mary*B  county. 
Vol.  1. 

106,  107,  108,   131.  190,  199,  200, 
201,  3:28,  331,  338,  339,  374,  389, 

396,  407,  429,  446,  447,  459,  467 
Vol.  2. 

153,  165,  201,  733,  734,  737,  738, 

789,  817,  822,  841,  849 
Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol.  1,  459 
Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  1,  459 

Judiciary  Report,  amendments  to  the. 

Vol.  II,  733,  737 
Legislative    Report,  remarks   on    the, 

Vol.  I,  328,  331,  338,  339,  407 
Amendments  thereto.    Vol.  I,  328,  331, 

389,407 
Order  concerning  expenses  of  State  map. 

Vol.  II,  841 
Representation  question, remarks  on  the, 
Vol.  I,  106,  107,  374,  429,  Vol.  II, 

153,  165 
Amendment  to  the  report  on  Uie,     Vol. 

11,153 
Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.    Vol.  I, 

199,  200,  201 
Amendments  to  the.  Vol.  I,  190, 

199,  200,  201 


DIRICKSON,L.L.,orWan:e*t«rciitnitr. 
Vol.  1. 

36,  43,  93,  95,  130,  1ST,  159,  190, 
193,  966,  ST],  977,  SN9,  986,  388, 
99U,  994,  296,  301,  379,  416,  i'S, 
479,  4B4,  4'>S.  4B6,  487,  489,  491, 

494,  507,  590,  531, 536,  538, 548 
Vol.  2. 

6,7,11.25,  79,  93,  100.  131,  133, 
147,  152,  184,  185,  199.  969,  270, 

380,448,513,558,570 

;    Attarnef  General  ind  liii  dipuliea,  re- 

mirki  on  the  report  on  Uie  office  of 

the.         Vol.  I,  SiO,  591,  Vol.  II,  8.  7, 11 

'.  Anendmeoti  to  the  report.   Vol.  I,  591, 

548,  Vol.  11.6,7,  n 
Coutitution,  remarki  on  the  report  con- 
ceniiiiE  future  chauzei  id  Uia,  Vol. 

II, ; 
lUectiTe  franchue  report,  remtrln  on 

the.  Vol.  I.  36,  43,  93,  95 

ExccutiTe  Report,  remarlra  on  the.  Vol. 
I,  476,  478,  484,  485,  486,  491,  494, 

586,  .    . 

Amendmenti  thereto.  Vol.  I,  484,  487 

Judiciarj,  remirka  on  the  report  of  (he 

OomiDillee  on  the.  Vol.  II,  558 

Amepdment  to  the  report.  Vol.  II,  513 

Leglll>tlT«    Report,  reiiiirka    on    the. 

Vol.  1,271,977,989,  301 
Raprewntation  queilkm.remarluon  the, 

Vol.1,  130,  986,  Vol.  11,79,  100,131,133 
Amendment  to  the  report  on  the.      Vol. 

11,184 
Bight*,  Bill  of,  remarki  on  the.   Vol.  1, 

1S9,  191, 199 
AmendmenI*  to  the.  Vol.  I,  191 

DEPARTMENT,  Judioiarj.    [See  Ai«- 

DEPAHTMtLNT,  Legislative.    [See  Le- 

rialiiiivt  DcpartmiM.] 
DEPARTMENT,  Treaiurj.    [See  Tnaf 

vry  Dtparlmltit  ] 
DESKS,  ORlor  concerning.  Vol.  I, 

DISTRICTS,  GutMmatorial.    [See  Bat*- 

ulivc  Dnarimti>l,\ 
DISTRICTS,  JudicitJ.     [See  JuHatn.} 
DISTRICTS,  8en»tori»l.     [See  StxuAimtl 

Dinrictt.'i 
DIVORCES,  Vol.  ],  338,  339 

DONALDSON,  THOMAB,of  Anne  Arun- 


del ci 


inty. 


Atlomej  Oenenl  and  his  Depntlei,  i«- 
mirti  on  the  report  tin  the  office  of 
the,  Vol.  1, 5i 

-  Cirit  Offieen,  rrmaAs  on  the  report  coo' 
cerning  (lie  appointment  and  tenure 
of  office  of  certaio.  Vol.  II,  836,  6! 

Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  II,  8! 

ConatilutioD,  remarki  on  the  report  cob- 
ceming  future  cliaiigei  in  the.  Vol. 

II,  372.  380,  3 

Amendment!  to  the  report.        Vol.  11. 

372,  373,  3' 

Constitution,  remarks  on  the  article  cdo- 
ceminc  the  operation  of  the  new 
and  old.  Vol.  II,  8 

ConsUlutlon.  remaAi  on  Mr.  Graton'i 


Elective  Franchise  Report,  amendment 

to  the.  Vol.  I,  : 

Executire  Report,  remarks  on  the,  Vol. 
I,  457, 4^,  478,  481.  509,  504,  Vol. 

II.  9 
Amendment  to  the  report.  Vol.  1,  41 

Explanation,  perwmaf.  Vol.  I,  31 

Judiciarj,  remarki  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the.        Vol.  II,  497, 

*m,  499,  $14,  518,  S 
Amendments  to  the  report,         Vol.  If, 

493,41 

LegitlaliTe    Report,  remarki   on   the, 

Vol.  I,  249,  266,  983,  309, 333,  337, 

341,  349,  349,  351,  363,  366,  4IT, 

433,  Vol.  II,  355, 356, 957, 57U,  764. 

852,8 
Atnendmentg  to  the  report.   Vol.  1, 994. 

34U,  433,  494,  Vol.  11,  954, 256,  T 
Lleente*,  report  from  tbe  select  com- 
mittee on,  Vol.11,  8 
Petitionspreseated  by.            Vol.  i,  190,  4' 
Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  report 

creating  a  Board  of.  Vol.  II,  4> 

itepresentatjon  question,  remarki  on  the. 

Vol.  U,  1 
Amendment  to  the  report  on  the.  Vol,  H, 
Revision    Committee  of,  reports  from. 

Vol.  II,  873,  874,  S 
AmendmenI,  Vol.  Il,  S 

Righu,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.    Vol.  I, 

164,  167,  191,  199,  aiD,  918, 398.  3 


Vol.  I. 

30.  164, 167, 190. 191, 199, 907, 310, 
918,  996,  338,  930,  944,  949,  266, 
983,  394,  996,  399,  309,  3U7,  3U8, 
333.  333,  337,  338,  340,  341,  343, 
349,  ^1,  1i:A,  355,  356,  36.1,  366, 
377  396,  399,  4117,  417.  423,  434, 
49t<,  457  467,  478,  481, 483, 5U3,  504, 
Vrt.9. 

19, 140,  319,  954, 955,  356, 957,  348, 
3T3,  37.1,  379,  380,  383,  404,  493, 
497,  498,  499,  514,  518,  519  570, 
694,  764,  816,  817,  837,  829,  835, 
B36,  837,  839,  841,  853.  853.  855, 

1673,874,875,884 


817,  E 

DOOR-KEEPERS,      Vol,  I,  47B,  479,  494,  4 
CotBinittea  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  discharging  mhdo  of 
the.  Vol.  I,  4 

Repom  from  the  committee.  Vol.  I,  494,  4 
DORSEY,  THOMAS  B.,  of  Anne  Arun- 
del county. 
Vol.  I. 

25,39.31,33,34,35,36,38,43,64, 
55, 56,  73,  74,  75,  79,  89,  9],  96,  97, 
98,99,  100,  lUt,  10-:!,  103,  113,  118, 
139,  148,  184,  187,  190,  191,  192. 
193,  195,  300,  901,  314,  316,  917, 
319,  aao.  934,  235,  243,  S44,  345, 


ttG,  360,  369,  aM,  393,  394,  303, 
304,  305,  307,  308,  309,  310,  319, 
3K,  394,  336,  307,  3^,  39!>.  340, 
357,  389,  3K5.  3tf6,  SuT,  395,  396, 
397,  39H,  399,  401,  41)5,  4m.  4B, 
419,  499,  436,  441,  443,  444.  454, 
457,  458,  459,  460,  463,  464.  465, 
467,  470,   471,  473    474,  475.  4T6, 

177,  4a3,  484,  485,  486  4^,  486, 
490,  491,  499,  498.  499.  515,  519. 

Sai,  530,  544,  546,  547 
Vd.S. 

3,  4,  I.  e,  9,  13,  14,  19  S3.  37,  38, 
a.  54.  80.  99,  137.  131,  l46,  147, 
149,  153,  163,   164,  169.  174.  177, 

178,  179,  181,  ina,  183,  195,  196. 
»7,  am,  910.  919,  316,  317.  918, 
333.  337,  340,  946,  35V,  357,  361, 
aCL  ST.  338,  339.  343,  344.  348, 
3E>,  aaC  4n,  440,  443,  445,  448, 
466.  46!>.  498,  SOB,  SOS,  507,  SI). 
ilSt.  Sai,  549,  635.  65S,  658,  650, 
«61.  «9e,  738,  739.  743,  760,  768, 
"TB.  785  7a7.  803,  814,  817,  837, 
■as,  329.  «33,  835.  861,  663   863. 

864.  869, 870 
KUtfmj  eonnt;,  nmirks  od  tli«  report 

coBMnii^  Ua  ditision  of,      Vol.  II,  950 
Utoney  General  tnd  hij  Depuliei,  re- 
nark*  on  the  Toporl  on  the  oSicc  of 
the   Vol.  1,  519, 533,  544,  546,  547, 

Vol.  II,  7, 6,  9,  13, 14,  38 
Anendnenli  to  the  report,  Vol.  II.  7, 9, 14,  19 
Cl^i,  motion  to  lake  up  report  from 
Committee  No.  14,  teipectinc  the 
idTocmr.;  of,  Vol.  11,  870 

Kemirbi  thereon,  Vol.  11, 

Conntiei,  dsw,  report  from  the  Commil- 
Ue  on,  creating  B  new  county  from 
parlKtf  rrederlck  and  Washington, 

Vol.  II,  789 
ElaetiTC  Franchise  Report,  Temirki  nn 
IhcVol.  I,  95,39,  31.  39,  3?.  73.  74. 

79,91,97, 101,103,  103,  Vol.  II,  863 
AlMDdmenIs  (o  the,    Vol.  1,  73,  75,  96, 

99,  100,  101,  109.  103;  Vol.  U,  863 
Kemarfa  on  the  reftolulion  lo  cluse  de- 
bate OB  Iha  Bnl  uction  of  the,  Vol. 

I.  55,56 
Itanipg  ScHiont,  remarks  on  the  ordi 

relating  to.  Vol.  II,  177, 178,  173 

Eucutiie  Report,  r«niftrki  on  the.  Vol. 
I,  455,  457,  458,  459,  460,  463,  464, 
465,  4hT,  470,  471,  474,  475,  476, 
483,  484,  483,  487.  4SM.  490.  491, 
499,  4M-,  Vol.  II,  909, 310, 313, 916, 

317,  918, 331 
Aneadnenti  to  dio  Report,  Vol.  I,  454, 
455,  458,460,   471,  473.  477,  483, 

484,  486,497,  4W.  491.498 
Elplanitian,  penonal,  Vol.  I,  990 


Vol.  I,  919 
Bwaiki  thereon.  Vol.  I,  441, 149;  Vol. 

.11,  346 


Judicial?,  remark!  on  the  Report  of  thel 
committee  on  the,  Vol.  II,  46fl.  4H5, 
498,  505,  507,  511   635,  653,  658, 

661,638,739 

Amendmenti  to  the  rrnnrt  Vol.  II.  503, 
505  519.  635  653.  S58,  BS&.  698, 798, 743 

Law,  additional  article  prohibit  in  c  rer- 

lain  officen  practicing.  Vol.  II,  B61 

LegialatiTe  Report,  remark*  on  the.  Vol. 
I,  344,  945, 990,  303,  304,  305,  307, 
309.  310,  319  393,  394,  39T,  338, 
399,  340.  357,  369,  3H5,  386,  397, 
398,  339.  401.  4U5,  410,  418,  419,] 
444;  Vol.11.  357,361.363,337.338, 

339,  349,  344,  760, 168 


310,  319,  396.  3fU.  339.  340.  357, 

385.  38S.  3h7,  339,  419;  Vol.  II,  331 
Mip  of  the  State,  remark*  on  the  order 
directinc  the  lithographine;  of  the, 

Vol.11,  181,183,181 
OFFICERS,  additional  article  to  the  Coo- 
ttitutian   concerning    Ihoiie    whose 
Mr  aiinuallr  exceedi  the  sun  of 
1^,000,  Vol.  II,  814 

Remarks  tljerecD,  VoL  II,  BU 

Order  relating  to  causes  of  ab*ence,  Vol. 

1. 35, 43 
Remarks  the i«on.  Vol.  I,  35 

Order  concerning  the  absence  cf  Mr. 

Datis,  Vcl.  II,  131 

Pelitiono  presented  bj,     Vcl.  I,  148.  190,  343 
Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  Report 
creating  a  Board  of,  Vol.  II,  396, 

437,  443.  445,  44« 
Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vol.  U,  440, 

445,  446 
Representation    Question,    rcmaifa  on 
the.  Vol.  I,  499i  Vol.  II.  33,  S3, 197, 1 

149,  164,  169, 114, 195,  196,  933 
AmendmentstothcTeportiiiithe,Vol.  II, 

37,  80,  93  m,  147,  163.  169,  196, 398 
Revision,  i»ro»rin  concerning  a  commit- 
tee on.  Vol.  II,  346 
Richtr,  Bill  of.  remarks  on  the.  Vol.  I, 
1»4.  tA7.  190,   199,  193,  195.  300, 

314, 316,  317,  334;  Vol.  II,  785, 187 
Amendments  to  the,    Vol.  I,  184,  187, 

191, 314 
Rule,  remarks  on  proposed  amendments 

to  the  17lh,  Vol.  I.  515.  530;   Vol.  II,  3,  4 
Trei'iirj  Drparlment,   remarks  on  the 
Re  port  concerning  lliu,  Vol.  II,  817, 

Si-*,  839,  833, 835 

Amendments  thereto.     Vol.  II,  783  833,  835 

DUELLING,  Pro(i»on  concerning,  VoL  1,399 

B 

EASTERN  SHORE. 
Rlsht  of  peaceable  withdrawal  from  the 

Western,  Vol,  II,  SSI 

[See  Stanion.] 
ECCLESTON,  J.  R-,  of  Dorchester  Conn- 

tj,  Vol.  11,  376, 849 


EDUCATION,  PUBLIC,  Cominiinl cation 
from  E.  SmardoD  and  olhen,  con- 
ccniD;,  Vol.  I,  104 

Pnipoiitions  conreming,  Vol.  I,  434,  iSO, 
435,  436,  437.  443,  443,  444,  445, 
446.44(1;  Vol.1].  339,340,341,343. 
344,346,347  621,813,013,  [See 
alio,  tide  Ltgitlalivt  Dcpartmtnl, 
itcD),  CralU  nftht  State] 

Report  of  Mr.  Smilh,  from  the  commit* 
tee  on,  Vol.  I, 

Debits  on  lh«  Report,  Vol.  II, 

Amendments  to   Report,   Vol.  II.  807, 

EGE,  ANDREW  G.,  of  CbitoH  'Countj,  ' 
Vol.  1  3^.  425,  437.  430,  431,  433, 
433,  436,  455  Vol.  II,  578,  753,  769, 


EducaUoD,  temarka  t> 


the  subject  of, 


ubject  I 
'of.  II,  t 


LegUlttiTe  Report,  Temurki  on  Ihe,  Vol. 

1,  435,  430,  431,  433,  433,  4! 
ELECTIONS,  bhbeijal,  [See  t^mdiUt.] 
ELECTIONS,  contMled,  of 

Governor,  Vol.  I,  4! 

JudtpM.  Clerki,  Regihten,^  Vol.  II,  W 

ELECTION,  Judgea  of,  '    Vol.  II,  ^^ 

ELfXTTION  of  Delegate!  and  State  S«n- 
atota,  [See  leeiifatiw  DepartmnU.] 

Senalnn  of  the  United  State*,  [See  I«^ 


ERRATA.     Vol.  I,  SeOitfS,  524;  Vol.  11,  8 
EVENING  SEISSIONS.      [See  Sttrioni.] 
EXECUTION,    Exemption    of  propertj 
from.     [See  Ugutalivt  OqurlnwrU.] 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 
Report  of  Mr.  Graion  on  the.         Vol.  I,  4 
BubsUtute  of  .Mr.  Sprigs.  Vol.  I,  4 

Debate  on  the  Iteport,  Vol.  I,  4S4,  457, 
460,467,479,486,49^1  Vol  11,301, 

333,  342, 348, 8 
Amendments  lo  tlie  Rc[iorl.  Vol.  I,  453, 
454,  455,  4S7,  ^i>^,  4fi(|,  460,  461, 
464,  465,  466,  4in,  4G9,  469,470, 
471,  473,  173,  174,  «7T,  47ri,  479, 
480,  481,  482,  483,  48<,  486,  487, 
489,  490  491,  49-2,  49Lt,  494,  498, 
499,  500,  ri(l2.  jll.1,  ,SU5;  Vri.  II.  301, 
304,  ai4,  ■:]j,  il-.':),  ■2-K,.  339,  240, 

343,  348,  355, 6 
GoTernor,  term  of  office,  and  time  of 
election  of  ihe.  Vol.  I,  454,  455.  457; 

Vol.11,  301.204,2 
Mode  of  Election  of  Ihe,  Vol.  I,  434. 

457,  4.itl,  459;  Vol,  II,  301,  304,  3 
Eli^bilitj  of  the.  Vol.  I,  458,  460.  461. 

464,  465,  4 
Conlealed  Elcclian  of  the,  Vol.  1,  4. 

Vacaner  in  the  office  of  ihe.    Vol.  I,  4G6,  4 
Oatbofofficeofthe,  Vol. 1,4 


Appointments  to  office  br  (he,    VoL  I, 
468,  469,  470,  471,  491,  499.  500, 

^503.  503,  505:  Vol.  11.  BIS 
Suspensions,  arrests  and  removals  by  Ihe 

Vol.  I    471,  473,  473 
PardoniDz  power  of  (he,    Vol.  1,  473, 
474,  477,  478,  479,  480,  481,  483, 

483,464 
Remission  of  debts  by  the,  Vol.1    483 

Residence  and  F>»larv  oftlie  Vol.  I.  484. 

486,  4dT.  489.  490.  491,  499,  493 
Other  powers  and  dutici  of  the.  Vol.  I. 

483,  484 
Districts  for  the  election  of.  Vol  I    459, 
460, 50J^  Vol.  11.  314, 915, 333  236. 

339  350 
Veto  poner  of  tbe,  Vol.  II,  343,  348,  355 


Bj  Mr.  Diricknon  of  bis  remirics  in 

relation  to  double  voting, 
Bj  Mr.  Spencer  of  liii  teioarks  in 

reply  to  Mr.  Plielps. 
Bj  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  >n  rsl*- 

tiontoMr.  Gwinn.  1 

Bj  Mr.  Gwiim.  in  rcplj,  1 

B;  Mr.  Dnrwj.  in  relation  to  re- 
marks of  Mr.  liraiit,  uf  Baltimore 
cilj,  a 

By  iHr,  Brenl,  in  reply,  S 

Bj  Mr,  Thomas,  of  liis  remarks  in 
relation  to  Ilie  distribution  of  po- 
I  il  ice  1  power.  S 

Bj  Mr.  Donaldgon,  oa  the  same  sub- 
ject, S 
Bj  Mr.  Spencer,  of  his  remarks  as 
to  the  ivtiDii  of  the  committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  ^ 
Vol.  3. 

Bj  Mr.  Spencer, 

By  Mr.  Morgan, 

Bj  ,Mr.  lircnl  of  Baltimore  city,  1,10   1 

By  Mr.  Jenifer.  151   1 

By  Mr.  Ho«ard.  1 

Bj  Mr.  Bm.t,  of  Uallimore  city,         1 


'  FAMILIES.  Pmposilions  lo  pruteci  rrmn 
furerd  sale  a  certain  portion  of  the 
properlj  of.  Vol.  1    138,  336   400.    . 

401,40'J.  4U3.  405,406 

[See  also  Title   LefiitaiiK   atpmrlintnl, 

item  Biftiitiati.) 

FIERY.  LEWIS  P..of  Wdshininoimiiinlj, 

Vol.  1    77.  83,  105.  I5»    1S»   211. 

SM,  3U0,  319.  335,  410,  4'<6,  Vol.  II, 

19,  ill.  76. 136.  201.  WIO.  811 
Education. remarksun  thr  lUport  on  ttie 

subject  of.  Vol.  11.  «10,  81 1 


Amendment  thereto 
Execuliie  Kcport,  re 
Legislnii     " 


enl  111 


Vol.11  t._ 

on  ti.e,  Vol.  1    ttte 

OQlbe  Vul.l,  394 

Vol.  1  «4 

Vol.  II,  3(11 

luii    (fucsdon.   remarks    on 

Vol.  11,30,  76   I3G 
to  the  Report  on  the.  Vol.  II,  19 


rl  bj. 


RtioHition  provUiDc  for  Evening  &«■•          I  Oath  of  office,     Vol.  I,  51,  91, 99, 100, 

sjom  of  the  Convention,            Vol.  1, 77*  Vol.  11,857,864 

Remarici  thereon.                            Vol.  1,  77  Qoallficationt  of  voten,   Vol.  1.  25, 28, 

Riefale.  Bill  of,  remarka  on  the,  Vol.  I,  30, 96, 38,  40,  41,  46  58, 67, 69,  71, 

158,211!  73,75,78,79,80 

nXAXCfiS.    (See  Title.  Ijegislativt  Ih-          i  Registration,  or  ascertainment,  of  voten, 

pmimeiU,  item,  Credit  of  the  State.]  Vol.  I,  81,  H3,  H4.  97,  104 
J"INES,  Provision  respecting.             Vol.  I,  483   FREDERICK  COUNTY,  Petitions  con- 

'ITZPATRICK    JAMES,  of    Allegany  earning   the  formation    of   a  new 

Co.    Vol.  I,  133.  133  136.  33.5.  336.  county  f  ^m  PjrU  of  Wajhinglon 

400,  Vol.  11,  7,  223,  245.  253,  360.           '  *"<>•  ^  o*'  *•  J' 1.  42H.  ff^' *]^;/^^^'    .^a 

367,  375,  513.  610,  728.  743.  839  r^      ^  ^.   ^^^'  J.***'  "\'»  ^^»  ^*^»  '^ 

Allcsaov  County,  remarks  on  the  Report           \  „      [9^eira$hin^toH  County.] 

concerning  the  division  of.     Vol.  11.  253  ^P"***  ^^  ^}^'  ^L'"«y»  provicfmg  for  the 

Civil  Officers,  amendment  to  the  Report          '  formation  of  a  new  county   from 

in  relation  to  certain,              Vol.  11,  839  P**^  o^  Wa^-hington  and,       \  ol.  II.  521 
CbMtHiiUon,  remarks  on  the  Report  of          .  F^EE  COLORED  POPULATION.   [See 

the    Committee  on  future  amend-  «.,r.r  J.?C!*'?i*'^ '    .     ^      l 

roents  and  revisions  of  Uie.     Vol.  II,  223  FKEIGHT,  Companies  for  the  traniporU- 

Amendments  to  the  Report.  Vol.  II,  360  ^.,,.rr.*  «"  °'-  •  l^®  ™''J 

367   375  '  UND,  fcxecutivc  contingent. 

Report  from  the  same  Committee,  Vol.  IL  245  Vol.  I,  336,  337,  338 

Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  11,  61U  i  O 

AmeiMlmeat  thereto        V^^^- »;  513.  610  728  GAITIIER.  JOHN  D.,  of  Frederick  coun- 

K;«InuX«IS  ''Vn?'!  Tis'2fiS  ■  '^^        ^oi.  I,  371;  Vol.  Jl.  131,  220,  245 

Ameodments.  thereto.  Vol.  I.  335.  400  .     Petition,  presented  bv,  vil.II   131 

Represeotation   QuesUon,   remark*    on  GAS.suffcication  by.    '  Vol.  I,' 126 

R)0K8.'iAME3  M.,  of  Worcester  coun-      ^ ^^T,!^TT^^.^nr  v      r.  """l'  ^\  ''''  '"^ 
ty.    Vol.  I,  99.  396,  Vol.  II,  736.  788,  857  .  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY.     [See  Lfr*/«- 

ElecUveFninchiae  Report  amendments      J  GEORGE,   ENOCH,    of  Queen    Anne's 
.'f.iJf  •o™-^    .Jj^LL^-.y^i-y^  ^^  county.     Vol.  I,  221.  22,1,  33H,  340, 


Judiciary   Report,  amendment  to  the, 

Vol.  II.  736 


414,  Vol.  II,  741,742,751 


Richt..  Bill  of,  amendment  to  the.  Vol!  Il',  7«ti  I  •^"**'"»^^  ^'^'''^'  amendments  to  the 

FORFEITURES,  Provisions    respecti,^         1  u,„,,tive  Report,  remarks  on  Sle'voLi;  iu 

»^««,,.^.r«,,«    ^«    r.Jn!'J^.  iJ».j<uu,  4W  Amendments  thereto,  .    Vol.  I,  338,  340,  414 

FORFEITURES   OF    ESTATE.      [Sec  Rights.  Bill  of,  rema^ln  on  the.       Vol.  I,  225 

^^]  Amendments  to  the,  Vol.  I,  221,  225 

FORMS     AND     PROCEEDINGS    OF  'GOLDSBOROUGH.  WILLIAM  T.,  of 

COURTS  OF  RECORD.    [See  L«.  Dorchester  county,  Vol.  U,  889 

.,».JR^^iJS'^7^??r"J       n       _.    ,.  !  GOVERNMENT,  form  of- 

FRANCHISE.   the   Lleotive,   Report    by  ,     Propositions  coi.rernini?  the  right  to  al- 

Mr.  Oiambcrs,  of  Kent,  from  the  ler.  reform  or  abolish  the.      [See 

Committee  on  the,  \  ol.  I,  67  Rights  ] 

^^^^  \V*1S«  ^a^^'w"""- JSi'  \^\^i'  i  GOVERNOR,  election,  eligibility,  powers 

?S;  ^on"*,  J^'il^'n^  Sf'i^M*  i?J'  ^^^  d"'»"  of  the.     [See  Executive 

131,  132.  139,  140,  243,  Vol.  II,  857,  1  Drparluunt,] 

^^    ^      _^         „    «61,  862  GOVERNOR  LOWE,  of  Maryland. 

t?:  U:  £  w:  U:  Jf;  I!:  'd:  S     i  ^'^^^e^^it?'^'''^*''- "'  ^•'•^"  ^"-•" 

97.99,    100,   101,    IU2.    103,    104.  ■     VoL  I. 

Vol.  11  857,  S61    862,  8(>3,  86   ,  45,  75,  79,  95.  96.  97,  139,  140,  351, 


Bnbery.  prosecutions  for.  Vol.  1,52,  9  ■  354,  3H7,  38ri.  398.  404.  411,  417. 

95,  96, 99,  100,  lOl,  102  420,  422,  423.  424,  433,  434,  451 

' 454,  4.55,  457,  45H,  459,  460,  464. 

465,  466,  467,  468.  46!),  470,  471, 

472,  474,  479,  480,  482,  483,  4K4, 


Bribery,  procarement  of  votes  by,  Vol.  1, 
87,  88,  91,  95,  96.  99,  100,  101,  102. 

Vol.  11,862 
Diiqua]J6cations  to  vole.  Vol.  1,  87,  88,  485,  488.  490,  491,  492,  403,  494! 

91,  95,  96, 100,  101,  102,  103  4i)!),  502,  504,  505,  524,  525,  526 

Elections,  succe^n  of,  propositions  con-  Vol.  2. 

rerning  the  givinz  of  money,  &c.,  45,  64,  196,  197,  201,  2l)2.  212,  229. 

to  promote  the,    Vol.  I,  103,  Vol.  11,  863  2.^"),  234,  236,  237,  248,  254,  260, 

NIegil  or  fraudulent  votes,         Vol.  1.  99, 104  263.  292,  500,  529,  555,  594,  609, 


610,  634,  Wy  IK,  730,  733,  746, 
760,  762,  769,  616.  835,  S36.  637, 

838.  853,  876,  883,  BBS,  889 

CitU  officcn.  remirks  on  tfao  Rsport 

eoaeeniinK  the  lenure  ind  ■ppoinl- 

nnntgfeertaiD.  Vol.  II, 

CotiMJtulion,  order  caneerniriK  the  ta- 

-  -'         BBded,  T  ■ 


groued  copy  of  Ih«  t 


II,  f 


lUiiiirkii  theraoD,  Vol.  II, 

Cmutitutiaii,  nnirki  od  Iha  articlB  < 
csmiDc  the  OMratJon  of  ths  i 
and  old,  Vol.  II,  835 

EleotlTS  FnucbUB  RBparl,  remark*  od 

the.  Vol.  1,  75, 95,  96, 

EieeutiTe  UBptrtment,  Report  on  the, 

Vol,  I,  451 
Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  I,  451,  454,  455, 

457,  458,  461,  464,  467,  468,  468, 
4T0,  471,  473,  4T4,  480,  483,  483, 
484,  485,  488,   490,  491   493,  493, 

458,  499,  509.  504.  505,  536.  Vol. 
11,  303,313,929, 033,334,  236,337, 

816 
Amendments  tolheReport,  Vol.1,  455, 
457,  4.->8,  459,  460,  465,  466,  467, 
4G8,  471,  473,1484,  4S4,  4S8.  505, 

Vol>  11,  901, 616 
JodloluT  Report,  remtrka  on  iba.  Vol. 
iL  SOO,  539,  555, 694, 600, 634, 738, 

730,  733,  746 

Amendments  thereto.  Vol.  U,  594,  609 

LeguliUve  Report,  remsAs  on  the, 

^ol.  I,  351,  387.  388,  398,  404,  417, 


Amendmenti  thereto.      Vol.  I.  387,  398,  769 
Petition  presented  by,*  Vol.  II, 

Preiidenl  of  (ho  Convention,  order  con- 
ing iheperrfimof  the,    Vol.11,  E 


Amendment  to  Iba  Report  on  the, 

Vol.  II,  197 
Revision,  remarks  on  the  order  concern- 
ins  committee  of.  Vol.  U, 
ReTision,  Reportrrom  the  committee  on, 
VoL  n, 
Amendment  to  Report  from  the  same 

eommiltcB,  Vol.  K,  676 

Right),  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the,      Vol.  I,  140 
OBAVE-YARD9,  protection  of. 

Vol,  I,  419, 
GUBERNATORIAL  DISTRICTS.   [See 

Errtiilin  llrpinimtnt.] 
GVVINN,  C.  J.  M.,  of  Baltimore  city. 


Vol.] 


35,  31.  33, 3«  39,  73,  74,  99.  97,  98, 
99. 1U7.  Hid,  110,  111,  116  133,  137, 
ISn,  111*,  169,  170,  IM,  195,  197, 
IflH,  1119,  a.T3.  335,  236,  aW,  375, 
3<HI.  391.  393,  ,100,  304,  307,  336, 
S-.-!!,  330.  331.  33-i,  334.  377.  378, 
395.  XW,  399,  405,  442,  457,  458, 
459,  4(k>,  466,  4«),  481,  515,  519, 

530, 533,  S34, 529, 533, 541.  544, 548 


Vol.9, 

15, 17, 19,  91, 39, 46,  58, 73,  75,  76, 
77, 112, 168. 176. 255,  269,  270, 399, 
340,  341,  343.  357.  365.  366,  403, 
407,  451,  497  «fi,  500,  529.  537, 
699,  596,  601,  6^1,  637,  629.  653, 
656,  «59,  m-l,  69,'),  704,  712,  713, 
719,  729,  734,  737,  738,  739,  740, 
747,  719,  759,  763,  790,  791,  799, 
801,  8U4,  80S,  eio,  613,  814,  894, 

825,  836,  841.  845,  847,  848,  - 
Attorney  General  and  hii  Deputiei,  re- 
narki  on  the  Report  on  the  office 
of  the.  Vol.  I.  593,  534,  533,  541, , 
CItU  Officers,  remarks  on  the   Report 
concerning  the  appointment  and  ten- 
ure of  office  of  certain.  Vol.  It,  I 
Clerks  of  Courts  of  Baltimore  eitj,  arti- 
cle as  to.                                 Vol.  IT,  I 
Clerks  to  committees,  remarks  in  rela- 
tion to  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of,  VoL  I,  I 
CoMtitotioo,  remarks    on    the   Repott 
concerning  future  changes  in  the. 

Vol.  Ij,  365,  i 
Goostitntion,  remarki  on  the  order  con- 
eaminj  the  printing  and  circulation 
of  eopiea  ol  the  amended, 

Vol.  11,  804,  ( 
Substitute  therefor.  Vol.  II,  t 

Constitution,  remarks  on  the  article  a* 
to  the  operation  of  the  new  and  old, 

Vol.11,  834.  8^  E 
Elective  Fraoeblse  Report,  remarks  on 

the.  Vol.  1   31,  3S, 

EieeutiTe  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol,  I, 

457,458  459.  465.  480,  4 
Amendments  thereto,      Vol.  I,  458,  466, 

480,4 
Eicplanation,  personal.  Vol.  1,  1 

Juuiciarv  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  II,  497,  498.  537,  B27,  639.  653, 
656,  662,  729,  734,  737,  738.  739, 

791,  793,  € 
Amendments  thereto.   Vol.  II.  537.  637, 

659.  73U.  747,  7 

Legislative   RepOTt     remarks   on   (he. 

Vol.  1.  255.  275.  329.  330,  331,  334, 

377,  378,  395.  396.  399,  405,  Vol.  II, 

355.  270.340.  341,  349  357.  759,  7 

Amendments  to  [he  report.   VoL  1,  304, 

336,  339,  331,  332,  395,  396,  399. 

405,  Vol.  II.  349,  7 
Order  relating  to  the  absence  of  Mr. 

Harriott,  committee  clerk         Vol,  |, 
Order  to  terminnte  debate  on  the  elec- 
tive franchiae  report,  Vol.  I,  ' 
Order  as  to  new  matter.                 Vq).  II,  s 
Order  concerning  the  absence  of  Mr. 

Fresslman,  Vol.  II,  i 

Petitioni  presented  bj.  Vol,  T.SS.'i.Vol,  II,  t' 
Repnrtinz  of  ttie  Convention,  remarks 

on  the.  V(.l.  H,  4i 

Representation  qiiesliun,  remarks  on  the. 
Vol.  I.  107.  108.  110,  116,  137,  129, 
Vol.  II,  91,  29,  46,  SB,  73,  75  76, 

77, 113,  704,  7: 


w 


Amendmtnt  to  the  report  on  the,    Vol.  IT,  IGS ,  II ARDCASTLK,  EDWARD,  of  Carolini- 
Inatnictions  to  the  Committee  on  the,  [  ciiuntv.  Vol.  II,  f^M 

Vol.  I,  111  ;  HEAI/ni  OKFTKIIS.  Vol.  11.  644 

Rigbts.  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.    Vol.  1,  ,  IIEAIIN.  K.,  of  Wiint-Kter  count), 

169,  no,  195,  197,  19?.  Si^  1235,  :i3C  Vol.  1,  a5.  A\i'2,  -111,   Vol.  1L_I47. 


FT 

HALL,  the.  Order  of  Mr.  Brent  of  Bal- 
timore city,  concerning  the  punlicu- 
tion  of.  Vol.  U  I'^y 

Order  of  Mr.  Mapraw.  concerning  the  | 

arrao^nient  of  seats  in  the,     Vol.  I,  149 
Order  of  Mr.  Biser  to  the  same  effect, 

Vol.  I,  207 
HALL,  WILLIAM,    Postmaster   to    ihe 

Convention,  Vol.  II,  h-tiS,  809,  bll 

HARBINE,  THOMAS,  of   Wasltiugton 
coontT. 
Vol.  1.  ' 

25,  45.  66,  67,  76,  77,  82,  SR,  105, 
lOH,  IIH,  136,  148.  149,  213,  217, 
243,  255,  267,  2h6.  290.  293.  296, 
306,  313,  321,  339,  356,  369.  380, 

381.  387,  3»d,  389,  396,  399,  400,  401 
Vol.  2. 

79.  163.  400,  405, 407,  4H6,  521, 57H, 
585,   626,  660,  713,  730.  733,  758. 

780,  e«04.  827.  850,  667.  874 
Absentees,  remarks  on  resolution  as  to. 

Vol.  1,  25 
Constitution,  remarks  on  the  order  con- 
cemioii;  the  printing  and  circulation 
of  copies  of  the  amended,  Vol.  II,  804 
CoaMitution,  remarks  on  the  motion  to 
recimsider  tiio  vote  on  the  article 
prescribing  the  mode  uf  altering  the, 

Vol.  il,  850 
County,  new,  remarks  on  the  rt» port  pro- 
viding for  the  formation  of  a,  fnim 
parts  of  Frederick  and  Wa!)hin.!;ton, 

Vol.  n,  521 
Eleclire  Fratichiae  Report,  remarks  on 

the,  Vul.  I,  86 

Eveninjc  Sessions,  remarks  on  the  reso- 
lution providing  fur.  Vol.  I,  77 
Legislative    Report,  remarks    on    ttic. 
Vol.  J,  255,  306,  313,  321.  369,  S-O, 

387,  388.  389,  .399,  400 
Amendment?  thereto,  Vol.  I  387,  399 

Judkiarv  Report,  remarks  on  the,Vol.  ii. 

5?-5,  626.  660,  730 


457,  780  875 
Order  relating  to  the  ahscnce  of  Mr.  Ja- 
cobs. Vol.  I,  25 
HKIIBKRT,  S.T.,  Door-keeper  to  the  Con- 

ventinn.  Vol.  11,  866 

HICKS.   TIICLMAS  IL,  of  Do^cUc^lcr 
coiiritv. 
Vol.  1. 

M  3.5,  40,  43.  55.  60.  63.  121,  12«i. 
145,  151.  152,  l.V>.  2(»4.  205  26.=i, 
267,  2t)^,  313,  315,  402    404.  411. 

495  516,  529,  5:K) 
Vol.  2. 

19,  147,  153,  l.M.  281 .  2>*3,  286,  287, 
376,  3*^4,  :^5,  :iHS,  :,02.  512,  513, 
.'i22,  .Vi3,  528.  ,'i36.  554,  573.  577, 

.'»5J0.  642,  64.S,  710.  i-43,  H49.  KSl,  HU 
Ci^il  Olficrrsi,   remarks  on  thi-   KiiKirt 
conccrnint;  the  oppointmcht  and  ten- 
ure of  offiru  of  certain,  Vol.  II,  843 
Committee  Clerks,  remarks  on  the  mo- 
tion to  re-ronsicliT  Ihv  vote  of  the 
Convention.  diH)H'nsing  with  tlie  S4T- 
viccs  of  f'crlnin,  Vol.  I,  .'529 
Constitution,  remark'^  on  the  Report  con- 
cern ing  future  changi'A  of  tut;. 

Vol.  II.  376, 384.  385 
Amendments  to  the  Report,  Vol.  II,  376,  3^4 
lilcrtive  Fran<riii!»c  Report,  remarks  on 

the.  Vol.  1,  40.  60,  63 

Judii-iary  Report,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  II,  502.512,522,523  528,  ,'>36. 

554,  573,  577,  5^0 
Amendment  thereto,  Vol.  11,  512,  513,  573 
Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol   1,  265,  313,  315,  4t»4.  411    Vol. 

II,  2f?l,2N:i.  2«6,287 
Amendments  thereto,    Vol.  I,  1U2,  410, 

411,  Vo|.  II,  851 
Onler  relating  to  evening  ^c^sions.  Vol.  1,  35 
Order  (siibstitutr)  concerning  a  daily  re- 
cces of  the  Onvenlion,  Vol.  11,  642 
Representation  Question,   remarks  on 

the.  Vol.  II,  19,  710 

Ri:;hts,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  1,  151,  152.  155 
Amendments  to  the,         Vol.  I,  145,  204,  205 


.Wiendments  thereto.      Vol.  II,  5?i5.  660,  730    HODSON,  JOHN  II.,  of  Dorchester  coun- 
M<:eting,    hour    of,    remarks    on    the,  '  ty.  Vol.  I,  338 

Vol.  I,  66  I      Legislative  Report,  amendment  to  the, 
Order  relating  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  !  Vol.  I,  338 

Michael  xNewcomer,  Vol.  I,  25  ,  HOLLIDAY,  WILLIAM  M.,  of  .Allegany 

Petitions  presented  by.  Vol.  I,  356. 

Vol.  II,  758 
Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  report 
creating  a  Board  of,      Vol.  II,  400, 

405,  407 
Representation  question,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  1,  108,  136,  2fc6   Vol.  II,  79 
Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  tlie,  Vol.  I, 

.    ■  213,217 

Rule,  remarks  on  amendment  to  the  23d, 

Vol.  I,  76 


county.     Vol.  I,  340,  410,  428.  46^, 

Vol.  11,  735,  736 
Executive  Report,  amendment  to  the, 

Vol.  I,  468 
Legislative  Report,  amendment  to  the, 

Vol.  I,  410 
Judiciary  Report,  amendments  to  the, 

Vol.  II.  73.'i,  7,36 
Petition  presented  hv.  Vol.  I,  428 

IIOMKSTKAD  EXEMPTION.      [See 
Franchist,] 


B 


HOPEWELL,  t.  R..  <rf  St  Mitj'b  county. 

Vol,  I,  325,  413.  Vol.  II,  ICS 
RepreMnUtion  QiiealJOD,  remarks  on 

the,  Vol.  II,  165 

Amendment  to  the  Report  OD  the,  Vol.  II,  165 
HOPKINS,  BENJAMIN,    [atlendant  on 

the  rurnBcej,  be.]  Vol.  II,  690 

HOUR  OF  MEETING.     (See  Muting.] 
HOWARD,  BENJAMIN C.,  of  BalUmore 

Vol.T"^  ''  269,  384, 386, 287,  503, 5« 

Vol.  9. 

5,  9,  10,  13,  14,  IB,  ai,  52,  69,  73, 
74.  75.  76,  80,  BM.  9l),  178, 180, 194, 
19B.  HOI),  301,  aui^,  334,  242,  246, 
956,  263,  266,  267,  368,391,  341, 
3*6,  369.  877,  3ti4,  403,  404,  407, 
40H,  413,  415.  Hi.  *26,  444,  445, 
446.  440.  5U3  507,  510,  522,  529, 
551,  559.  579.  5o4,  587,  588,  597, 
601,  619  630,  b-^ei.  633,  S30,  631, 
636,  659.  660.  G;i7,  710,  717,  723, 
730,  731,  738.  74B,  758,  759.  276, 
IM,  781,  782.  7Wi.  803,  804,  807, 
814,  818,  S25,  SW,  839,  856,  858, 
865,  868,  ifJb,  616,  879,  880,  883, 

Bei7,  888,  889, 890 

Atlomey  General  and  Wa  Uep>ities,  re- 
mark* (mthe  Report  on  the  office  of 
the,  Vol.  1,  543,  Vol.  11,  9,  13,  14 

Amendmentii  to  the  Report,      Vol.  11.  10,  13 

BMineu  of  the  Corveiition,  order  con- 
eerninz  the  final  dlapoiilioD  of  the, 

Vol.  11,  780 

Bemarlci  thereon.  Vol.  11,  780,  781 

Civil  Officers,  amendment  to  the  Report 
concemin^tho  appointment  and  ten- 
ure of  office  of  cerUin,  Vol.  II,  839 

Comtitution,  remarks  on  tlie  Report  coo- 
cerninic  future  changei  of  the. 

Vol.  11,  369.377.364 

Constitution,  ^uh^titute  order  conceni- 
ine  the  priuling  of  copies  of  the 
amended.  Vol.  11,  804 

CoDstilulion.  remarks  on  the  article  eon- 
cerninE  the  operation  of  the  new 
and  old.  Vol.  II,  835 

Constitution,  order  instructing  Mesara. 
Tuck  and  Qruon  to  deposit  the 
engrosted  copT  of  the  amended. 

Vol.  II,  879,  883 

Remark*  on  said  order,  Vol.  II,  879,  880,  683 

Conslilution,  remarks  on  Mr.  Orason's 
order  concerning  the  engrossed  copr 
of  the  amended.  Vol.  II,  887,  888 

Conalituljan  amended,  motion  that  it  b« 
signed  bj  the  Preeident  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  attested  by  the  Secre- 
tary, Vol.  II  889 

Conrenlion,  remarks  conocrniog  the  ex- 
pense* of  the.  Vol.  II,  758 

Education,  lenarki  on  the  Report  on 

the  subject  of  Vol.  II.  307 

ElecUvB  Francliise  Report,  rMtiarki  on 

tba,  Vd.  II,  858 


■    voi.Ti,  ne;  n 

Eiecutlre  Report,  remaiiis  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  503,  Vol.  11.308.3; 

Explanation,  personal.  Vol.  II,  1! 

Judiciary  Report.  reMarks  on  tha. 

Vol.  II.   607.  510,   599.  .'579.   584, 
587,  619,  630,  636  659,  660.  730. 

733.  746, 81 

AmendmeDts  thereto.  Vol.  II,  559,  619, 

631,  659,  660,  7! 

Lerislatire  Report. 'remarks  on  tbe. 
Vol.  U,  363, 366, 367, 268. 391. 341, 

346.  759.  7( 

A[Mndments  thereto.  Vol.  II,  71 

MilRia,  Raport  from  the  committee  on 
the.  Vol.  11,  S! 

Remark*  thereon.  Vol.  U,  8 

Mitchell,  James  S.,  remark*  oa  the  Re- 
port in  the  caae  of.  Vol.  II,  £ 

Order  to  cloae  debate  oa  the  Represeo* 
Ulion  Question,  Vol.  II,  ' 

Order  directing  tha  Post  Offices  of  the 
Members  of  the  ConTenlion  to  be 
entered  on  the  Journal,  \  ol.  II,  8' 

Order  that  the  ConTention  adjoum  tint 
dU,  Vol.  II,  8' 

Public  Work*,  remarks  on  the  Report 


RepTMeDletion  Quealion,  remarks  o 


the.    Vol.  I 


,    Vol.  11 


18, 


31,  69,  73,  74,  75,  80,  88,  90,  7 
Report  on  the.  Vol.  1,  a 

Hesolulion  of  Ihaiiks  to  the  President  of 

the  Convention,  Vol.  II,  & 

Remarks  thereon.  Vol,  II,  8i 

Resolution  authorising  the  President  of 
the  ConTention   to  draw  upon  tlia 
Treasurer  for  amountsdue  fur  print- 
ing and  reporting.  Vol.  II,  8' 
Remarks  thereon.                           Vol.  11,  8' 
Revision,  remarks  on   the  Order  con- 

cerning  Committee  of.  Vol.  11,  3. 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.    Vol.  II,  71 
Rule,  remarks  on  amendment  proposed 

to  the  2ad,  Vol.  11,  697,  7: 

Treasury  Department,  remark*  on  the 
Report  ooueeraing  the,  Vol,  II,  8: 

HOWARD  DISTRICT,  Petitions  praying 
its  erection  into  ■  separate  County, 

Vol,  I.  148,  190,  2 
Report  by  Mr,  Done;  od  tha  subject. 
Vol  I,  319,944,245,441,  443,  VoL 

tl,  334.  347,  3 
HUBBELL,  HOR,,  Communication  from. 


IMPRISONMENT  TOR    DECT, 
DM.] 


19 


IMPROl'EMeXTS,  interad,  thatat  of         I 
RfsreDce  of  onter  concern ius.  Vol.  I,  167 
Prep.«itioni  concerning,  Vol.  1.  33«,  339, 
340.  346    355,  35G,  357,  369,  375, 
37i^  379,   395,  411,  414,  41G,  419, 
UO,  m,   423,  tH,  435,  436,  437, 

442,  413,  444.  445,  446,  446 
[See  ■!»,  Title,  LrgUofJH  DtpmmttU— 
item.  Credit  of  the  Slate.] 
LN'SPECTIOS  LAW3.  Vol.  II,  GOS 

INTERNAL   IMPROVEMENTS.     ]See 

iii^nRfliuiiXf  /niemaf.J 
INDEXES  to  the  JoutdbI  of  rnceeditiga 
and  ReEisler  of  Debates,  niolulion 
of  Mr.  Tuck  conrerning.  Vol.  J,  U4,  136 
INSOLVENT  LAWS.     [See /wlimr).] 
INTEREST,  rale  of.  Vol.  IJ,  tS8,  71 

L>TOXICAT<NG  LIQUORS.     8e«  Li- 


JACOBS,  CURTIS  W.,  of  Worcetler 
countT.  Vol.  I.  '25,  £94,  391;,  351!, 
337,  37  U  375.  377,  379,  3»3,  Vol. 
11.  93.  UK.  Zat.  369.  444,  449,  453, 
5u4,  55a,  57U,  741,  7«),   7l)4,  HIS, 

Kt9,  H49,  H 
CiTiI  Officen,  ■nendment  to  the  Report 
coBceroiiig  llie  appointment  and  ten- 
ure of  office  of  certain.  Vol.  II,  b'. 
Education,  amendment  to  the  Report  on 

tbe  subject  oi;  Vol.  II,  6! 

Judiciarr  Report,  amendmcDl*  to  the. 

Vol.  11,  5JtJ,  5- 
Leeiilatire    Report,   remarks   on   the, 
Vol.  1, 996,  356,  357, 371,375,  377, 

379,31 
AmendmetiU  thereto.  Vol.  I,  394,  396, 

356.  357,  375,  379,  VoL  II,  7< 
Orders  relatinc  lollie  abMiuce  of,  ^'ol.  i, 

35,  Vol.  il,  as 
Order  relatinc  to  the  absence  of  Mr. 

Lambdan,  Vol.  II,  7 

Populaliun,  free  colored  of  the  State  of 
ilarjlatid — Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Die,  Vol.  II,  9 
Ordir  for  iU  coniideralion,  Vol.  II,  7 
PgbJic  ^Vo^bl,  amendmecita  to  the  Re- 
uurt  crealing  a  Board  of.  Vol.  II, 

440,4 
Hcprcscntalion    Question,  remailcs   on 
tr.e.  Vol.  II,  93,  1 

I       JL.N'U-ER.  DANIEL,  of  Charles  eouDlj. 
I         Vol.  1. 

i  33. 34, 35,  36, 36, 43, 43, 45,  46,  54, 

a,  56,  67, 73,  74.  75,  HI,  &2,  IJ4,  U5, 
)<7.  Ml,  91,  95,  Sb,  19U,  m,  138, 
136,  138,  139,  14U,  149,  ISO,  153, 
153,  171,  1H4,  106.  191,  193,  195, 
I9!l,  3W,  au  Ilii,  3Uli,  3U7,  33U, 
234,  335,  ^7  SSfi,  238,  344,  349, 
333,  335,  336,  339,  346,  351,  360, 
373,  378,  391,  393,  394,  4ua,  4U6, 
414,  416,  43U,  447,  449,  45U,  455, 
457,  458,  459,  40),  47S,  478,  «a, 


4St,  4^7,  491,  4m.  493,  494,  49T, 
504,  507,  514,  533,  533.  534,  53», 

537,  546,  S48 

Vol.  2. 

5.  G,  13.  16.  IK,  19,  34, 35,  36,  M, 
I3U,  133,  147,  1.10.  I.'>3.  I.'.3,  163, 
171.  173.  179,  IfJ,  \>-H,  VJ;<,  196, 
197.  199,  301),  314.  335,  23(1,  234, 
340,  3SII.  353,  3.'i3,  3.V>,  3.>7,  'JW, 
3n0,  3K1.  364.  .174,  379.  385,  3r<7, 
390.  .143,  544,  .'iKI,  .V-9,  rm,  591, 
593,  6U9.  611.  703,  7U'-.  711,  734, 

739,  MHI,  Kl',  818,  874.  877,  SSI 

Absentees,  remarks  ou  tlie  several  order* 

relating  to.  Vol.  1,  33,  34,  4S 

Amendawiil,  Vol.  I,  46 

Allegatiy  couiitj.  remarks  on  the  report 
concerning  Itie  dirision  of,   Vol,  II, 


of  llic,      Vol.  I,  533,  623.  537.  S4B, 

Vol.  II.  6,  19 
.Amendment  to  the  report.  Vol.  I,  534,  548 
Claims  before  the   IjegUlature,  report 

eanccmine  the  advocacjr  of,    A  ol.  I,  450 
Commitlee  Clerks,  remarks  retatira  to 

the  discbarge  of.  Vol.  I,  497,  S99 

Const iliitiun,  remarks  on  Ihe  report  con- 
cerning future  I'hanms  of  III!'. 

Vol.  11,374,379,385,387 
Constitution,  remark:!  on  the  order  con- 
cerning the  engrossed  copy  of  the 
amended,  Vol.  II,  881 

Convention,  remarks  on  the  resohitlon 
concerning  the  ptr  ditm  of  members 
of  Ihe,  Vol.  1I,B77 

F.ler.liie  franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

Ihe,    Vol.  J.  38.  54,  74,  81.  W,  90,  91,  95 
Amendments  lllvteto,  Vol.  I,  81,  8T 

ItfMiltition  to  close  debate  on  the  first 

seclionoflhe.  Vol.  I,  .W 

Remarks  thereon,  Vol.  1,  55, 56 

Erening  sessions,  remuks  concerning, 

Vol.ll,  179 
Executive  Report,  rrmark)  on  lhe,VoI.  L 
455,  4.i7,  458.  4.19,  473,  478,  483, 
484,  487,  491,  493,  493,  494,  5U4, 

Vol.  11,314,  325,  334 
Amcndmenb  thereto.  Vol.  I,  459, 

Vol.  II.  314,  223, 236 
Explanatory  remuks  in  reply  lo  Mr.  R. 

J.  Ureht,  Vol.  I,  151,  153 

Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the, Vol.  II, 
542,  544.  5tj9,  590,  591,  GU9,  611, 

739,800 
Amendment  lo  the  report,   Vol. 11,544, 

583,  589,  593,  609,  611 

LegLslaliTe   Report,  remarks    on    Ihe, 

Vol.  1, 349,  333,  335,  336,  .146,  351, 

360,  378,  391,  3113.  394,  4U3,  414. 

416,  447, 449,  Vol.  II,  355,  35T,  259. 

360,  261, 364 
Amendments  to  the  report,   Vol.  1, 346, 

378,409,416 


SB 


License  syfliem,  report  from  CommUtee 
No.  14,  on  petitions  relating  to  the, 

Vol.  I,  460 

Master  and  Slave,  report  from  Commit- 
tee No.  14,  on  the  relation  of,  Vol.  1, 125 

Remarks  Uiereon,  Vol.  1,  125,  138, 

139,  149,  150 

Motions  to  reconsider,  remarks  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
concerning.  Vol.  1,  514 

Order  limiting  time  of  speaking,      VoL  I,  35 

Order  concerning  the  absence  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Convention,  Vol.  U,  19 

Population,  IVee  colored  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  Report  from  Committee 
No.  14,  relating  to  tlie,  Vol.  I,  83 

President  of  the  Convention,  remarks  on 
Uie  Order  concerning  the  ptr  diem 
of  the,  Vol.  II,  874 

Public  Works,  Report  from  Committee 

No.  14,  creating  a  Board  of,    Vol.  I,  207 

Remarks  tliereon.      Vol.  I,  125,  Vol.  II,  390 

Representation  Question,  remarks  on  the, 
Vol.  I,  130,  128,  373,  Vol.  II,  16, 
18,  19,  24,  25,  36,  80,  120,  132,  153, 
163,  171,  173,  183,  195,  196,  702, 

724,  817,  818 

Amendments  to  the  Report  on  the, 

Vol.  II,  25,  147,  153, 171, 183, 197, 

708,  711 

Resolution  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  of  seven,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Representa- 
tion Question,  Vol.  II,  195 

Rights,  Bill  of«  remarks  on  the.  Vol.  I, 
152,  153,  171,  184,  192,  195,  199, 

200,  204,  224,  225,  236,  238 
Amendments  to  the,  Vol.  I,  199,  206 

Rule,  remarks  concerning  the  17tb,  Vol.  II,  5 

JOHNSON,  WILLIAM  C,  of  Frederick 
County. 

Vol.  1. 

114,  122,  123, 129,  138, 140,  146, 147 

Vol.  2. 

140,  166,  167,  170,  171,  173,  181, 
183,  186,  191,  192,  196,  199,  487, 
492,  499,  501,  532,  538,  539,  574, 
578,  582,  583,  594,  601,  602,  603, 
605,  607,  608,  611,  612,  613,  617, 
619,  703,  705,  706,  707,  708,  709, 
710,  711,  713,  717,  718,  719,  723, 
724,  725,  726,  753,  755,  817,  819, 
820,  622,  823,  840,  842,  845,  851, 

852,  854,  862,  864 

Civil  Officers,  remarks  on  the  Report 
concerning  the  appointment  and  ten- 
ure of  office  of  certain, .  Vol.  II,  842,  845 

Convention,  adjournment  of  the,  remarks 
on  motion  postponing  tlie  time  for 
the  final.  Vol.  II,  717 

Judichiry  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  11,  487,  499,  532, 538,  539,  .574, 
582,  583,  594,  602,  611,  612,  613, 

617  619,  755 
Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  II,  582,  594, 

602,  611,  613,  617,  753 


Legislative  Department,  Report  /rom 
the  Committee  on  the,  Vol.  I, 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  II,  607,  608,  851.  852, 

Amendment  thereto,  Vol.  II. 

License  system,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  II, 

Map  of  the  State,  remarks  on  the  Order 
directing  the  lithographing  of  the, 

Vol.  II, 

Master  and  Slave,  remarks  on  Mr. 
Presstman^s  order  concerning  the 
relation  of.  Vol.  I, 

Order  concerning  the  signature  and  pub- 
lication of  the  amended  Constitu- 
tion, Vol.  II, 

Petitfen  presented  by.  Vol.  11, 

Representation    Question,  remarks    on. 
the,  Vol.  II,  140, 167,  171, 173, 186, 
191,  492,  703,  705,  706,  707,  708, 
709,  710,  711,  713,  719,  723,  724, 

817,  bl9,  821, 

Amendments  to  the  Report  on  the, 
Vol.  II,  166,  170, 183,  186, 196, 1911, 
706,  708,  709,  710,  713,  718,  724, 

820,8 

Revision,  resolution  providing  for  a  Com- 
mittee of,  Vol.  I,  : 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  146,  : 
JOURNAL  OF  THE   CONVENTION, 
Corrections  of  the.  Vol.  I,  76,  97, 
104,  112,  157,  235,  2a3,  307,  339, 
410,  456,  478,  496,  Vol.  II,  367,  384, : 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  CONVENTION, 
Order  of  Mr.  Magraw,  concerning 
the  keeping  thereof  as  a  record, 

Vol.  II,  e 

Report  from  the  Committee  appointed 

under  the  said  Order,  Vol.  11,  y37,  t 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  CONVENTION, 
Order  relating  to  extra  copies  of 
the,  Vol.  I,  126,  1 

JOURNAL  OF  ACCOUNTS,  Order  to 

close  the,  Vol.  II,  7 

JU  DOES  OF  COURTS.     [See  Judiciary.  ] 

JUDGES  OF  ELECTION,  Vol.  II,  7 

JUDICIAL  DISTRICTS.     [See  Judiciary.] 
JUDICIARY,  Department  of  the.  Com- 
mittee on  the — directed  to  inquire 
concerning  the  rights  and  interests 
of  parties  pending  suit,  Vol.  I,  1 

Report  of  Mr.  liowic.  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the,  Vol.  1,  239,  2 

Report  of  Mr.  Crisficld,  from  the  minori- 
ty of  the  same  Committee,       Vol.  I,  5 

Introductory  discussion  on  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the.  Vol.  II,  1! 

General  debate  thereon,  Vol,  IT,  459, 
484,  487,  504,  521,  5,52,  5f'4,  5%, 
597,  608,  614,  622,  643,  608,  727, 

733,  742,  790,  MB,  8- 

Amendments  to  the  Report,  Vol.  11,  4.59, 
460,  486,  487,  402,  497,  .501,  .503, 
504,  505,  511,  512,  513,  514,  521, 
536,  5,37,  544,  545,  546,  547.  54H, 
549,  550,  552,  554,  557,  558,  ,559, 
570,  572,  573,  578,  579,  580,  581, 


583.  583,  564,  5M.  5HG,  586,  589, 
59t,  ^92,  593,  SHi.  SOTi.  596,  5EI7, 
EUQ,  6(13,  UJ4,  CUj,  liU»,  iiUI),  61U, 
611,  61-J,  613,  614,  dLi.  616,  1)17, 
Slij,  619,  G3U.  623,  6£1,  6^4  623, 

me,  fa'.  «-ja.  syi  «3    63a,  633, 

634  635  ^6.  631  643  646,  633. 
6S4  tt^h,  4i39,  660  661,  663,  M, 
699.  700.  727.  738.  7J9  73U,  ?S  , 
7S3,  734.  TSS,  736,  73  T3rt,  740. 
741.  742,  743  744  743  746,  747. 
74S,  743,  7J1.  75a.  7.13.  734  790, 
80  H02.  e(J3,  P  6  tVi, 
BallimoceCitfCourti,  Vul.  II  460,  J44, 
546,  550.  564,  594.  595,  «-J7  «29, 
630,  646,  653,  658,  659.  6tiU,  66i, 
698.  699,  7U0,   734,  747,   7Ja,  7M, 

754,  790 
CauMS,  DRMceulioa  ordefeoce  of.Vol.  U, 

SM,  749,  7.>1,  fiGl 
ChaDcellon' Courts,         Vol  11  344.547,593 
Ctcrks  and  Rq(»ten.  Vol.  11,  544,  545, 
546,  547,   55(1,  5.13.  615,   616,  619, 
630,  6-23,  700,   737,  738,   739.  730, 
731.  733,   747,   SOI,  8U3,   603,  616.  649 
Conldled  Elections,  Vol.  II,  878 

Court  of  AppcaU,  Vol.  1(.  460,  466,  467, 
492,  537,  544,   545,  553,  559,  616. 

616,  619,  620 
CountT  Cnirtx,  Vol.  II,   460.  544,  546, 

519,   559.  572.  579,   569,  593.   593,  604 
Cbnrt  of  Chancer;.  Vol.   II,  547,  549, 
592,  631,  632,   633,  634.   6.33,  636. 

037,  744,  745,  746,  747 

luolvent  Laws  Vol.  II,  544 

Jud^e*  of  EtecfioD*.  Vol.  II,  741 

Judicial  District!,  Vol.  Il,  460, 466, 503, 

504,   505,  513,  314,  537,  545,  54<t, 

559,  573,  578.  579,  583.  5!11,  660 
Justices  of  tliB   Peace  and  C^nstublrs, 
&c.,  Vol.  11,  460, 734,  735.  736,  737, 

736,  740,  742,  743,  747 

Orphans' Courts,  Vol.  II,  .'.44,  547,549, 

573.  569.  592.   593.  594,   595,  5fl6, 

603,  603,  6U4,  606,  610.  611,  614,  622 

Salaries  of   Judecs,  Vol.  II,  460,  466, 

487,  544,  545,  549,  538,  554,  557, 

558,  559,  560.    572.  579,  563,  593, 

394,  596,  611,  613,  637.  734 
Superior  Courts,  Vol  11,  582 

Term  of  oSlcc,  mode  of  election,  alJgi> 
biJitj,  &c.  of  Judiea,  Vol.  II,  460, 
466,  4M7.  492,  497,  501,  S03,  .W.i, 
511,  512,  513,  521,537,  544,  545. 
549.  55i,  559,  560.  570,  573,  579, 
560,  581,   .563,  583.  5><5.  S!)4,  593, 

611,  616,  6S7.  639,  660,  669,  734 
JURY  TRI.\l-a.  Vol.  II,  766,  767,  766 

Jl'SnCES  OF  THE  PEACE.    ISeeJudi. 
den,.] 


. . ,_. Iontg«mei7 county, 

VoL  1. 

.36,  40.  78. 61,  83,99,  100, 107, 109, 
176,  167,  33ti.  325,  3H6.  394,  401, 

407,439,460,466 
Vol.  a. 

15,  It",  IP,  9y,  100,  106,  146,  149, 

389,  333,  360.  613,  616,  764 
Elective  Franchise  Hepurt,  remarki  un 

the.  Vol.  1,  100 

Aniendnienta  tathr.  Vol.1,  36.40,99 

Evening  Snsiont,  rctoarks  conccruinK. 

Vol.  I,  78 
ExeculJic  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  I,  460 
Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  f,  480 

Lcgialatira  Report,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  388 
Order  fur  adjoummenl  of  the  (inven- 
tion in  boDOT  of  Washington's  birth- 
diT,  Vol.  I.  32S 

Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  1,  335 

Petition  presented  by.  Vol  II,  19 

Representation  Question,  remarks  on  llie. 

Vol.  I,  1U7,  439,  Vol.  II,  18, 100, 108 
Rights,  Bill  of,  amendment  to  the.  Vol.  I.  167 
K1.\G,  GEORGES.,  Commillre  Clerk, 

Vol.11,  865,666 
KNQWI.EDGE,    kc.,  propositions   con- 
cerning the  (Illusion  uf.  Vol.  1, 319, 

321,  ^E22,  325 


KE.V\GDr.  J.  C.  G.,  Superintendent  of 
the  Stat«  eeoius,  communications 
fmm,  Vol.  1,  7ei,  176,307 

KE.\T,  JAMES,  of  Anno  Arundel  count;. 

Vol.  I,  438 


LAMBDEX,  SAMUEL  J.,  Door-keepei 
to   the    CoDTention,  Vol.    1.   335, 

Vol.  II,  74t,  8 
LAND    OFFICE,    Commissioner  of  tlie, 

■      Vol.  II,  8 
Examiner  General  of  the,  Vol.  II,  C 

Itetiiler  of  the.  Vol.  II,  8 

LAWS,  Prorifions  concerning  the  digesl- 
inR  and  arr*iigin|t  (or  coJifving)  of 
the.  Vol.  I,  136,  319,  330,  336,  337. 
326,  320,  331, 333.     [See  LtgUlalivt 
Dciiarlmtnl.] 
LAWS,  revision,  amendment,  enaclmenl, 
or  repeal  of.     [See  Ugitlaliu  D*- 
pordiKnl.] 
LEATllER,  Fetilion  from  dealers  in.  Vol.  I,  I 
LEE,  JOHN,  of  Kant  eountv,      Vol.  I, 
130, 217, 449. 493,  493.  Vol.  II,  347, 

700,  728,  758,  71 
Chaplains  to  tlie  Convention,  Order  con- 

cerniiii;  compensation  to  the.  Vol.  11,  71 
Judiciary  Iteport,  aniendments  to  the. 

Vol.  11.  700,  T. 
Legislative  Report,  amendments  to  the, 

Vol.1.  449.  Vol.1],  347,7; 
Rights,  Bill  of,  amendment  to  the.  Vol.  1,  3] 
LEGISLATION,  local,  [i.  a.,  Lerr  Court* 
or  Count;  CommrHiouen.  See /.tj-- 
iiiiilirc  Drfarlmtnt.\ 
LEGISLATIVE   DEPARTMENT,    Re- 
port by  Mr.  Johnson  Irom  the  Com- 
atttee  on  the.  Vol.  I,  133, 943, 94 


Ovbtta  on  the  Report,  Vol.  1.  34S,  960, 

269,  288,  293.  300.  308,  319,  396,       f 
333,  339,  3.'i6,  375.  385,  3S6.  396, 
400,  410.  411,  419.430,443.  Vol.  U, 
354,  3G0,  969,  330,  347,  355,  484, 

6ai,  Gfi3.  758,  830 

AmendmanM  to  the  Report,  Vol.  I,  345, 
946,  351,  960,  363,  364.  366,  367, 
268,  2G9.  2flO,  281,  3*1,  283,  288, 

290,  293,  294,  296,  997,  300,  301, 
303,  303,  .304,  3(15,  306,  308,  309, 
310,  311,  312,.  313,  314,  318,  319, 
390,  396,  3S7,  328.  399,  331,  389. 

*"■      334,  335,  33G.  337,  33M,  339,  340, 

3*6,  355,  356,  357.  369,  375,  378, 

a  .  379,  380,  381,  383,  384,  383,  .IHIi, 

■  "^  387,  389,  394,  395,  399,  3'J7  398. 
399.  400,  401.  402,  403,  4ll.i    MIG, 

■:■  407,  40e,  409,  410,  411,  414  4I(i, 
419,  490,  499,  423,  424,  430.  435, 
436,  437,  449,  443,  444,  44.^  446, 
447,448.449.  450,  Vol.  II,  ii4,  3.W, 
aS7,  358,  259,  260,  970,  5^3,  2!tO 

291,  330,  331,  339,  333,  334.  337, 
338,  339,  340,  S41,  Sii.  341.  347. 
365,  356,  3.59,  457,  4f4,  <i3!,  758, 
761,  769,  764.  76B.  iOli.  767,  768, 

769, 784,  t(50,  851,  852,  853 

Bonki,  B^rten  of,        Vol.  II,  761,  764,  766 

BbbIu,  indWiduil  liabilitr  of  Director) 

and  StockhoUen  o^  Vol.  11,  761, 

762,  765,  870 
Banki,  officenof.  prohibi  lion  a  concern- 
ing accomodatiani  lo.      Vol.  !1,  761, 
Clerk9aDdReBistan,feeior,  Vol.  I,  448, 

Vol.  II,  355.  356,  359 

Contingent  Fund,  Vol.  I,  336,  337,  338 

Corponitions,  prohibitiooi  of  renowal, 

(peeial  grant*  of  chirten  to. 

Vol.  II.  764,  766 

Counliei,  eatablUhment  of  neir,  Vol.  II, 

339,  333,  .334,  337.  338, 

Credit  of  the  State.  Vol.  1, 338, 339, 340. 

355,  356,  357,  369,  375,  378.  379. 

395,  4]],  414,  416.  419.  430,  499, 

493,  494,  430.  43.^,  436,  437,  449, 

443,  444,  445,  446,  448,  449,  Vol. 

II,  339  340,  341,  343,  344,  347 
Debt,  impriioameut  for.  Vol.  1,  447,  448 

Divorces,  Vol.  I 


Duellino;, 


Vol.  I,  ! 


Vol.  I,  444. 445,  446.  448 

II,  339,  340,  341,  343,  344,  347,  691 
Eltgibllit]'  of  Memben  of  the  Leeiala- 

»«re.  Vol.  I.  303.  304 

EliSibiliij  of  aler^men,  ciiil  cfiiFers, 
Sec.,  to  seals  in  Ilia  I,eei»liluro, 

Vol.  I,  304,  380,  394,  Vol.  II,  257 
Gxelusian  from  voting  or  iiolding  office. 

Vol.  1,  381,  383,384,386 
Eseculion.  exemption  of  properly  from, 
VoL  I,  336,  400,  401,  403,  403,  405, 
406,  407,  408,  409,  410.  411,  449, 

Vol,  II  758,  761 
Fonn*  of  confojancing,  simplification 

of.  Vol.  1,  32S 


Impeach  mentR,  Vol.  1. 3S6,  Vol.  11,  330. 

331,333 
Interest,  rats  of.  Vol.  II,  769 

Jury  tri«ls,  Vol.  H,  766,  767,  763 

Laws,  eodlfieatioo  at.  Vol.  I.  319.  330. 

336.327,338,329,331,332 
Laws,  emetment,  lerision.  amEndmect. 
or  repeal  of.  Vol.  T   306,  308,  309, 
310,  311,  313.  313.  314.  318   319. 

390,  328,  399,  331,  339,  334,  335 
Legislation,  local,   (i.  e,,  LeTj  Courts, 
or  Count;  Commisiioneri,)   Vol,  I. 

395,  396,  397.  398,  399 
Lotteries,  Vol.  I.  399 

Harried  women,  prarisiom  ooncsming 

the  property  of,  Vol.l,  399 

Oath  (or  affirmallDD)  of  Members  of  the 

Legislature,  Vol.  I,  304 

Office,  appointment  of  Membert  of  the 
Legislature  to.  Vol.  1,  338,  Vol.  II. 

357,958 
Per  Abu  and  mileage  of  Members  of  Qt» 

Leguiat.ire,  Vol.  I,  386,  387,  389 

ReTenue  Bills.  Vol.  I,  309 

Bulesandpractice,  forms  and  pleadings, 
to.,  of  Canrti,  simplificslions  of  the. 

Vol.  I,  33Q.  326.  327,  329.  331.  333 
Senators,  United  States,  time  of  holding 
election  <tf,  Vol.  11,  258,  370,  382 

290,  S91 
Senatorial  (United  Slates)  Districts, 

Vol,  II,  259,  260, 270,  989. 290,  291 
Senatorial  (State)  term.    Vol.   I,  246, 

301,  Vol.  II,  254.  851.  853,  854 

Sessions  of  the  Lesislature.  Vol.  I,  246, 

251.  960,  363,  264,  266,  267,  268, 

969,  280.  381,  383,  383,  938,  290, 

294,  396,  397,  300,  301.  302.  303, 

Vol.  II,  254,  256 


254,356 
Time  of  electing  (State)  Senatars, 

Vol.  1,  393.  394,  996,  Vol.  II,  954,  256 
Transportation  Comp  a  ales,  uniform  rate 

of  toll  of.  Vol.  11,  851 

LEGISLATURE.     [See  :i.#gUiati«  Dt- 

fortmtnt.] 
LEGISLATURE,  power  of  the,  respect- 
ing future  ameodments  to  the  Con- 
lUtution,  Vol.  II,  233.345.359,360, 
365,  306,  367.  379,  375.  376,  377, 

378,  379,  380  381,  384,  388,  389 
LEVY  COURTS,  account  of  J.  T.  Woot- 
ers,  Clerk  of  the   Levy  Court  of 
Queen  Anne'n  county.  Vol.  1,  88 

■Communication  from  tlic  Clerk  of  the 
Levy  Court  of  Kent  county,  relating 
to  the  fees  of  the  Attorney  General 
and  his  Deputies,  Vol.  I,  385 

Provision:  conceniing.  Vol.  L  395,  396, 

397,398,399,  Vol.11,  840 
LIBRARIAN,  Slate,  Vol.  II,  839 

UCENSE  SYSTEM,  Commiltee  (select) 

upon  the.  Vol.  1.  385,  396 

Petitions  concerning  the.  Vol.  I,  303, 
356,  385,  396,  419,  428,  441,  457, 


n 


467,  479,  496.  516,  Vol.  II,  19,  54, 
64,  78,  131,  176,  319.  320,  347.  446, 

570,  605,  641,  727,  741,  788 
Report  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  from  Committee 

No.  14,  concerning  the,  Vol.  I,  460 

Report  (vert»a1)  by  Mr.  Donaldson,  frorai 

the  select  Committee  on  the,  Vol.  II,  856 
Report  (minority)  by  Mr.  Weber,  Vol.  II,  657 
LIQUORS,    intoxicating.    [See  Lieenae 

SjfiUm.] 
LOANS,  provisions  concerning,  Vol.  I, 
33d.  ;339,  340,  346,  355,  356,  .357, 
369,  375,  378,  379,  395,  411,  414, 
416,  419,  430,  433,  433,  434,  435, 
436,  437,  443.  443.  444,  445,  446, 
448.  [See  also,  title  Lef^islalire  Ih- 
partmeni,  item  Credit  of  the  State.] 

LOTTERIES,  petitton  of  citizens  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  the  pro- 
hibition of.  Vol.  I,  307 
Discussion  thereon.  Vol.  1,  307 
Provisions  respecting.  Vol.  I,  399.  Vol. 

II,  836,  838 
LOUISIANA,  State  of,  commmimication 
from  the  Governor  of,  relating  toJts 
system  of  education,  J^l.  I,  33 

LOWE,  E.  LOUIS,  Govemorof  ttafMHato 

of  Man-land.    [See  QmndM.] 
LLOTD,  EDWARD,  of  Talbofcounty, 

VoL  I,  111,  438,  439,  Vol.  II,  343 
Representation  Question,  Report  on  the. 

Vol.  1,  386 

Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  I,  438,  439 

LUMBER,  inspection  of,  Vol.  II,  741,  816 


M 


MAGRAW,  SAMUEL  M.,  of  Harford 
county. 

Vol.  1. 

46,  75.  103.  149, 169,  187. 193.  237, 

343,  296,  373,  478,  479,  486,  507,  533 

Vol.  2, 

343,  244,  345,  257,  260,  367,  381, 
396,  601,  605,  6U6,  713,  753,  781, 

803,  837,  869,  873 

Ab&entees,  amendment  to  the  Order  con- 
cerning. Vol.  I,  46 

Debates  of  the  Convention,  remarks  on 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
printing  concerning  the  Reports  of 
the,  Vol.  II.  343.  244,  345 

Legislative  Report,  amendment  to  the, 

Vol.  II,  357 

Order  concerning  tb^  better  arrange- 
ment of  seat«r  in  the  Hall, 

Vol.  I,  148,  149 

Order  concerning  the  Journal  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Convention  to  be 
kept  as  a  record,  &c.,  Vol.  II,  605 

Remarks  thereon,  Vol.  II,  605,  606 

Report  from  the  select  Committee  ap- 
pointed under  the  said  Order.  Vol.  II,  637 

Petitions  presented  by.  Vol.  I,  479,  Vol. 

II,  381 

Representation   Question,  remarks  on 

the,  Vol.  I,  373 


Revisory  Committee,  Reports  from  the. 

Vol.  II,  869,  872 

MAP  OF  THE  STATE,  Vol.  1,  35,  83. 

Vol.  II,  180,  596,  597,  841 

MARRIED  WOMEN,  provisions  concern- 

ing  the  property  of,  Vol.  1,  399 

MARRIBTT,    JAMES   C,    (Committee 

Clerk.)  Vol.  I,  25 

MARYLAND,  State  of,  communication 
from  Mr.  Kennedy  concerning  state- 
ment of  population  of.  Vol.  I,  78 

MASTER  AND  SLAVE,  Order  of  Mr.    . 
Preshtman  forbidding  the  Legislature 
to  abolish  the  relation  oC,        Vol.  L  113 
Report,  by  Mr.  JenifiT,  from  Committee 
No.  14,  on  the  relation  of,  Vol.  I, 

125,  138,  149,  150 
Report,  by   Mr.  Presstman,    from  the 
Committee  on  the  Legislative  De- 
partment, on  the  same  subject. 

Vol.  I,  138 
Substitute  of  Mr.  Bowie,  Vol.  I,   139 

McCUBBlN,   JOHN   M.   S.,    of    Prince 

George's  county.  Vol.  II,  606,  872 

Order  for  extra  compensation  to  certain 

officers  of  the  Convention,      Vol.  II,  872 

McCULLOUGH,   WILLIAM,   of  Cecil 

county,  Vol.  I,  235,  541,  Vol.  II,  269 
Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies,  rf^ 
marks  on  the  Report  on  the  office 
of  the,  Vol.  I,  541 

Statement  of  the  President  of  the  Con- 
vention concerning  the  absence  of, 

Vol.  II,  269 

McHENRY,  R.,  of  Harford  county. 

Vol.1. 

29,  30,  36,  83,  &n,  97,  98,  99,  112, 
114,  115,  149,  L-ie,  315,  225,  238, 
266,  Sr^S,  301,  303,  304,  336,  337, 
340,  35.5,  375,  384,  394,  39"?,  419, 
430,  431,  433,   434,  4*36,  443,  44.'), 

449,  485,  490,  491,  496,  530, 531 

Vol.  3. 

5.  I.'i0,  170,  180,  340,  343,  343,  331, 
337,  338,  347,  348,  385,  386,  445, 
583,  700,  701,  717,  734,  766,  789, 
805,  812.  813,  833,  837,  840,  843, 

843,  851,  864 

Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies,  re- 
marks on  the  Report  on  the  ofilce 
of  the,  Vol  I,  521 

Amendments  thereto.  Vol.  I,  530,  521 

Order  to  close  debate  thereon.         Vol.  II,  5 

Civil  Officers.  Report  from  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  consider  and  report 
concerning  the  appointment  and  ten- 
ure of  ofiico  of  certain,    Vol.  II,  717,  789 

Amendments  to  the  Report  of  Mr.  Tuck 

concerning  certain.         Vol.  II,  840,  842 

Remarks  thereon,  Vol.  II,  840,  842,  843 

Constitution,  remarks    on    the    Report 

concern  ing  future  changes  of  the, 

Vol.  II,  386 
Convention,  Order  respecting  mileage  to 

the  Officers  of  the,  Vol.  II,  864 


84 


Edueation,  additional  article  to  the  Con- 
stitution relative  to,  Vol.  II,  812 
Remarks  thereon,                           Vol.  II,  813 
Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

the,  Vol.  I,  29, 30,  36,  99 

Amendments  to  the,  Vol.  I,  30,  36 

Order  to  close  debate  on  the.  Vol.  I,  Bft 

Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  U,  348 
AmendmenU  to  the,  Vol.  I,  491,  Vol.  II, 

243,  34S,  355 
Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  tlie, 

Vol.  II,  700,  701 
Amendments  to  the,  Vol.  11,  700,  701 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  tlic. 
Vol.  I,  268,  303,  304,  336,  337,  355, 
384,  394,  397,  420,  42],  423,  434, 

436,  449,  Vol.  II,  331,  338 
Amendments  to  tho|    Vol.  I,  268,  303, 
336,  355,  398,  419,  420,  436,  442, 

445,  Vol.11,  331,337,766 
Public  Works,  amendment  to  the  Report 

creating  a  Board  of.  Vol.  II,  445 

Representation    Question,   remarks   on 

the,  Vol.  II,  150,  731,  822 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  tlie,  Vol.  I, 

156, 215,  225,  238 
McLANE,  LOUIS,  of  Cecil  county. 
Vol.  1.   - 

29,  30,  3'),  43,  44,  46,  61,  98,  114, 
127,  128,  129,  131,  132,  138,  166, 
167,  169,  177.  178,  179,  184,  197, 
198,  207,  210,  2U,  293,  343,  372, 
373,  401,  412,  415,  417,  418,  419, 
422,  423,  424,  503,  504,  505,  507, 

510,513,  514,  519,  520,  524,  534,  548 
Vol.  2. 

6,  21,  588,  636,  657,  815,  828,  829, 

835,  857,  859,  870,  885 
Absence,  letter  asking  leave  of,     Vol.  11,  219 
Absentees,  remarks  on  the  Order  relat- 
ing to,  and  amendment  thereto. 

Vol.  1,  43,  44 
Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies,  re- 
marks on  ttic  Report  on  the  office  of 
the,  Vol.  I,  520,  524,  534,  Vol.  II,  6 

Amendment  thereto,  Vol.  I,  548 

Claims,  remarks  on  the  motion  to  take 
up  the  Report  from  Committee  No. 
14,  respecting  the  advocacy  of, 

Vol.  II,  870 
Constitution,  remarks  on  the  Order  con- 
cerning tlie  engrossed  copy  of  the 
amended,  Vol.  II,  885 

Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 
(and  amendment  to)  the,  Vol.  I,  29, 

30,46,61,  Vol.11,  857,859 
Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  I,  503,  504,  505 
Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  II,  588,  636,  657 
Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the. 
Vol.  I,  343,  401,  412, 415,  417,  418, 

419,  422,  423,  424 
Amendment  to  the.  Vol.  I,  419 

Motions  to  re-consider,  remarks  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
concerning.       Vol.  I,  507,  610,  513,  514 


Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  Order  of 
Mr.  Merrick  concerning  a  Board  of. 

Vol.  I,  114 
Representation  Question,    remarki   on 

the,  Vol.  I,  127. 128,  129 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the,    Vol.  I, 

169,  177, 178,  179, 197,  198,  211 
Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  I,  184 

Treasury  Department,  Report  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  166 
Remarks  on  the  Report  on  the.  Vol.  11, 

815,  829,  835 
McMASTER,  S.  S.,  of  Worcester  county* 
Vol.  1,  84,  88,  149,  167,  169,  197, 
201.  204,  211,  235,  367,  397.  398, 
400,  401,  403,  522,  Vol.  II,  53,  100, 
145,  185,  239,  253,  332,  334,  347, 
348,  570,  580,  58i,  583,  690,  636, 

713,  824 
"^  Allegany  County,  remarks  on  the  Report 

concerning  a  division  of,  Vol.  II,  353 

Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies,  re- 
marks on  the  Report  on  the  office  of 
the.  Vol.  I,  599 

insation  (extra)  to  Mr.  Lambden, 
lend  men  I  to  Mr.  Bowlegs  order 

ig.  Vol.  II,  868 

r(iiiiliiiilffti|lllrtii  iiiliiK  i>(  to  the  article  as 
to  the  operatioikof  the  new  and  old. 

Vol.  II,  834 
Howard  County,  remarks   concerning. 

Vol.  II.  347 
Judiciary  Report,  remarlu  on  the. 

Vol.  II,  581,583,  620 
Amendment  thereto,  Vol.  II.  580 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the,Vol.  II,  339 

Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  I,  397,  400, 

401,403,  Vol.  II,  339 
Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  I, 

197,  201   211 
MEETING    OF  THE   CONVENTION,  * 
hour  of.    Vol.  I,  65,  149,  158,  176, 

300,  Vol.  11,  396,  837 
MEMBERS  OF  THE   CONVENTION, 

attendance  of,  Vol.  I,  43 

MERRICK,  WILLIAM    D.,  of  Charles 
county. 
Vol.  1. 

37.  41,  49,  61,  53,  67,  78,  80,  87, 
88,  89,  105,  106,  107,  109,  111, 
112,  114,  115,  116,  122,  190,  194, 
197,  199,  200,  204,  211,  213,  226, 
234,  235,  238,  244,  245,  246,  255, 
259,  264,  266,  268,  284,  286,  302, 
304,  308,  310,  :311,  314,  317,  318, 
319,  321,  342,  344,  345,  347,  249, 
366,  369,  373,  374.  394,  395,  397, 
409,  411,  412,    414,  415,  416,  422, 

497,  428,  429,  430,  436 
Vol.  2. 

7,8,15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  90,  21,  29, 
23,  24,  25,  36,  52,  53.  76,  78.  80, 
131,  148,  163,  166,  167,  189,  373, 
375,  384,  392,  393,  501,  514,  533, 
53H,  562,  563,  578,  659,  704,  706, 
707,  712,  713,    719,  727,  729,  730, 

731,  732,  821 


AUonc;  Oencrml  ind  hi*  Deputiet,  re- 
mirki  on  tlie  Repoit  on  tha  office  of 
tte.  Vol.  11,7,8 

Coonitution,  rtmirln  on  the  Rcnort  con- 
eeining  future  chtTini  at  the, 

Vol.  11,  379,  3TS,  3b4,  514, 113 

DiBDcr,  Mltnm  remarki  on  tlie  import- 
woe  of.  Vol.  1,  409 

Elective  FrancliiM  Report,  rentriu  on 
the.  Vol.  I,  37.  41,  49,  SI,  H,  80, 

87,88,89 

*——'—-"'-  thereto,  Vol.  ].  87,  tSH 

Judiciarj  Report, remark*  on  the.Vol.  II, 
SUl,  533,  S3«,    563,  57d,  SS9,  739, 

730,  733 

AmendmeuLs  thereto,  Vol.  II,  859  "'" 


303,  310,  311,  314,  317,  318,  319, 
3-Jl,  31^,  344,  345,  347,  J49,  36S, 
ae,  3S4,  397,    411,  419.  414.  415, 

416,  433,  491,  436 

Ameodment*  thereto,  Vol.  I,  S4G,  304, 

369,  395,  397,  40!),  411,  414,  116 

Public  WorJa,  remarks  on  tlie  llopart 

creating  a  Board  of,        Vol.  11,391!,  393 

Public  Worlia,  order  to  proridaAir  the 

creatiini  of  a  Boud  of,  Vol.  I,  U4 

RepreMnlalinAQiifttian,  remarks  on  the, 
Val.  I,  J06,  107,  109,  111,  116,  193, 
tit,  9^6.  373,  3'i4,  42c<.  439,  430, 
Vol.  II,  15,  16.  17,  18,  19,  SO,  91, 
23.  33,  94  95,  36,  53.  76,  7<1.  SO, 
163,  161,  189,  704,   706,  707,  719, 


to    the   Repo 


731,  I 


L  U,  91,  33,  94,  167 
Aicbts,  Bill  of,  remark*  on  the.  Vol.  I, 
194,  197,  199,   300,  304,  911,  313. 

396,  934,  33i^,  968 

Atnendraenti  Iheralo,  Vol.  I,  190,  197 

AlILEAGE   OF    MEMBERS    OF  THE 

LE(;iSLATURE.     [Seo  LtgMuici 

Drptrlnunl.] 

Of  the  Ufieers  of  the  ConTcniioD, 

Vol.  II,  664,  875 

MIUtiA,  Order  of  Mr.  Wel»h  with  iii- 

stnirtions  to  the  comnitleo  on  the, 

relative  to  ppnoni  refuitng  to  do 

milittr^  dutj.  Vol.  II,  504 

Itepert  hf  Mr.  Howard  from  Ihe  com- 

millEeonthe,  Vol.  11.  597 

Debate  thereon.  Vol.  II,  »14 

Anendment  thereto',    '  Vol.  II,  814 

MILLER,  JOHN   M.,  of  Cecil  counlj, 
.Vol.  1,335,  Vol.  11,  581, 
Judiciary  Report,  aipendmeut    lo  the. 

Vol.  11,581 
LeeislatiTs  Report,  tmeodmont  to  ihe. 

Vol  II,  766 
MITCHELL,  JAMES  S.,  Order  concern- 
in;  the  ease  of.  Vol.  II,  tUl 
Communicatioii   from   Oofenfor   Lowe 
Innsmiling  papers  ia  tlie  caso  of. 

Vol.  II,  940,  341 


Committee  of  Seven  appointed,  Vo).  11,  C43 
Report  of  Mr.  Sollen,  Vol.  II,  531 

Uebale  lh«roi>.  Vol.  II,  550,  553 

Amendment  to  the  Renort,  Vol.  II,  551 

Communieaiioa  fron  ihe  Goramor  cov- 
cring  a.  letter  from  11.  Hubbell, 
Fjq.  Vol.  II,  614 

MTTCHEU..,  JOSEPH  T.,  of  Kent  coun- 
tj.  Vol.  1,41,67,113,  lO-J,  169,  174, 
190,  9-jn,  938,  389,  306,  3W,  340, 
3n6,  399,  40U,  401,  4U;i,  4U9,  410,  ■ 
411,  455,  487,  494,  Vul.  II,  19,  78, 
80,  144,  145,  W,  Iflx,  ITO,  183, 
leS,  m,  913,  3ew,  569,  579.   716. 

741,  643,  BG3,«75 
Civil  Officers,  remarks  on  the   Report 
concernini  Ihe  Rppointment  and  ten> 
lire  of  oflTee  of  ecrtain.  Vol.  II,  843 

Elective  Franchise  lUporl,  rpmariti  on 

the.  Vol.  I,  93,  Vol.  IL  86S 

Ameiidmeiil  thereto.  Vol.  1, 103 

Exccittive  Reiiort,  remarktonlhe. 

Vol.  I,  455,  4^7, 494,  Vul.  II,  Sis) 
Judicianr   Report,   remarks  on  Ihe, 

Vol.  11,  579 
I>cgiiilalire   Report,  remarks  nn   the, 

Vul.  I,  40U,  401,  403,  409,  4U 
Order  eonrerning dctks.  Vol.  1,  169 

Order  eourvrning  his  ab!>encu,  Vol.  II,  19 
OrdiT  in  fsTor  of  Jame*  Bratiscll,  Vol.  II,  716 
Rcprescnlutiiin   (tueslinii,   reiiiurks   on 

the.  Vol.  II.  70,  144, 168,  ITO,  188 
Amendmenla  lo  Ihe  Report  un  the. 

Vol.  II,  16M,  170,185 
Right*,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  llir.   Vol.  I, 

174,190 
Amendment  to  Ihe,  Vol.  T,  190 

MORGAN.  GEORGE  C,  of  St.  Mary's 

Vol.  I. 

35, 84,  85, 86,67, 100, 104, 137, 149, 
158,  914,  335,  343,  353,  393,  335, 

335,  336,  374,  375,  386, 540 

Vol.  9. 

5,  IS,  51,  7?.  ino,  163. 184,  IflS,  341, 
357,  407,  60G,  637,  638,  629,  631, 
633,  637,  639,  641,  643,  641,  645, 
649,  659,  654,  655,  65r<.  659,  661, 
663,  6!)f,  700.  701,  '33,  741,,  157,  ■ 
791,  797,  036,  K55,  665,  Bffli.  B72,?74 

Attorney  General  and  his  DepuliES,  re- 
marks on  the  Reporl  oii  the  office  of 
the.  Vol.  1,  5W 

Ilemarbs  on  closing  debate  Ihereon,  Vol.  11^  5 

Civil  Officers,  remarks  on  the  Report 
concerning  the  appointment  and  ten- 
ure of  office  of  ceitain,  Vol.  H.  836 

A  mend  men  I  thereto,  Vol.11,  836 

Elective  Franchiac  Report,  remtrks  on 

the.  Vol.  I,  84,  B5,  86,  B7 

Amendments  thereto,  VoL  I,  84,  87 

Judiciary   Report,   remarks  on  the. 
Vol.  II,  637,638.639,631.639,639, 
644,  615,  649,  653,  6.>4,  655.  698, 

757. 791,  797 

Amendmeiiu  thereto.  Vol.  Tl,  637,639, 
637,  643,  646,  698,  659,  661,  663, 

696, 700, 701 


V^v 


Lcnlftttre  Report,  rciDirln  00  flw, 

Vol.  1,353,335,  Vol.  II,  a 
HllEhell,  J»mtt  8.,  remaiii  concercins 

Iheeucof,  Vol.11,  3 

Ordsr  for  eomp«imtion  to   George  S,    ' 

Stnf,  br  ntn  tenleM,       Vol.  II,  B 
*   ftaaUant  of  the  CooToatlon,  ptr  ditm  of 
.   .   lb«,'nmlikieBtl>eOrdcrconcarn-  .: 

ins  the,  Vol.11,  8 

Bacbter  of  DebitoB,  remftrk*  on   the 

Ordec  eoncMnbiE  bound  copiei  ot 

Uw,  Vol.  II,  7 

ReptMeotation    Queilion,  remark!  on 

the,    Vol.  I,  374,    Vol.  i;  18,  TB, 
-    *^     ■■.  163,1 


N 

NELSON,  JAMES,  of  UtrTord  countv, 

Vol.  II,  25 
'  NEILL,  ALEXANDER,  Jr.,  of  Washing. 
ton  coonty,  Vol.  I,  25,  56,  113, 135, 
r.  136,  336,371,  180.  Vol,  It,   4.  17, 

531,614,  &»,  6S5,  717,  784,  838,  841 
EleetiTB  Frajichua  Ileport,  TemBrki  on 

the.  Vol.  I,  96 

r  Report,  rensrift  on  the, 

Vol.  II,  r" 


{tfgielatlT 

Report,  rematki  on  tlie, 

Vol.  I,  336,  Vol.  II 

764 

Amendme 

nttherelo,                      Vd.  11 

784 

Order  iD»t 

resen 

ruciingthc  Committee  on  Rep- 
ation  to  report  certain  Ani- 

cle.. 

Vol.  I 

371 

Petition  p 

resented  by,                       Vol. 

.  25 

Representation  Qucstioa,    remarln 

the,  Vol.1.  136,371 

Rider,  John  W.,  Report  and  Kesoliilion 
from  (he  Commiltuc  on  accjunli  in 
f»™r  of.  Vol.  IJ,  841 

Rule,  remark*  concerning  ths  ITth, 

Vol.  U,  4 
NEWCOMER,   JOHN,  of  Wa*hington 

34.  67,  77,  109,  149,  lAd,  316,  317, 

4H9,  in,  336,  238,  239,  i269,  2d-J, 

aas,  3M1,  386.  387,  396.  397,  403, 

-*  410,411,441,449,493,  406 

Vols. 

B.  II,  15, 31, 14G,  147, 148, 153,330, 
'  332.  333.  334,  355,  366,  416,  445, 
586,  eo-i,  608,  61T,  6ltl,  6^,  63^ 
631,  637,  G43,  ti62,  7-J7,  '.ibi,  731, 
733,  737,  744.  745,  746,  BUI,  M3, 
837,  838,  840.  842.  843,  844,  850. 

867, 868,  869,  871,  872,  874,  875 
Atlome;  Gcnoral  and  lii^  Drputien,  i 
<.  marks  on  tlic  Ilepocl  on  the  ufRce 
the.  Vol.  II,  9 

AmendmenlB  thereto.  Vol.  II,  9,  11 

Dcbatei  of  ttje  Cunt  cnlion,  remarkifion- 

cwning  Ike  Reports  uf  the,     Vol.  II,  6iS 


to  on  the   RepaH 
a]ipoiQtii.eiil   and 
tanun  of  offiee  of  ci^nain,  Vol.  ir. 


Vol.  II,  mt  ^ 


Vol.lt».Wd 
■  EiecutlvB  Report,  amendmenl  lo  Iheu  jw^ 

V«.jCt193 
'■  Judiciary  Report,  remnrkt  on  the.        -     * 

VoLff,jia, 

AmendmenU.thereto,.Vol.n,  6a8.'aa; 

634;  637^  728,  737,  744, 7tS 
LeeiilaiiTe  Report,  amendments  to  fliv^' 
Vol.  1,  382,381,386.  387,395.  409i    . 

410,  Voi.iL:3a,-irib 

Demarkaon  the.  Vol.  I.  381.  38673SI,    7^ 
~  397,  Vol.  IL  3S2,  |SJ'^ 

Meeting  of  the  ConrcnlloD,  Ordaf  m  to         1 
Iho  hour  of,  .Vol,  ll„e3T> 

Petllkwi  presented  hj,     .,      Vol.  1,  441, 498 
RepreMi>tBtiouQucstioa,mnarkaouthc, 

Vol.  II,  153 
Amendment  to  tho  Report  od  the, 

^'      Vol.  n,  fis 

Raiolution  of  thanks  to  Mr.  BuehHWi,        " 
President  pro  lem..  Vol.  II,  871 

RiKhti,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  I, 

316,  333 
Amendments  to  tbi,    Vol.  I,  316,  217, 

336,  238,  3», 
Tr«Muiy  Department,  amendment  to  the 

Boport  on  the,  Vol.  II,  833 

NEWCO.S1EH,  MICHAEL,  of  Washington 

v.,.r""- 

S5, 158,  166,  316, 234,  311,  409, 4lU 
Vol.2. 

176,  177,  367.  593,  594.  .196,  603, 
618,  641.  740,  745,  762.  812,833, 
Absence  of,  Urder  relatini^  lo  tlie.    Vol.  I^ 
Evening  Sessions,  Unler  fur,         Vol.  Iji,  176 
Judiciary  Report,  amendments  to  the. 

Vol.  U,  593,594,596.733 
Remarks  on  the.  Vol.  II,  733  g 

Lueislalive   Report,  remarks  on  the,  J 

Vol.  II,  854  I 
Petition  presented  bj.  Vol.  I,  153  j| 

Rocess  of  the   Convention,  Order  for  ^ 

daily,  Vol.  11,  641 

Rights,  Hill  of,  remarks  on  the.      Vol.  I,  216 
NOLLE  PROSEQUI,  provisions  concern- 
ing the  entry  of,         •        Vol.  1,  35,  480 

OATHS,  (or  afllrmationt,)  manner  of  ad-1 

ministering.  Vol.  I,  918 

OfoSice,  Vol.  I,  51,91,318,304,467 

Uf  the   Oovemor.     [Sea  Extcutirt  Dt- 

parluutil  ] 
Of  SUte  Officen.     [See  Fraiicibiu.l 


.^ 


Q^JfcmbfTT 


r*': 


V6J.  I.  360,  Srie, 
i,'SI9,  3^,  374,  1U2,  431.  437, 
t,  460,  49U,  ai5,  t33, ,  Vol.  11,  SU, 
I,  145,  146. 149.  1S3,  ItO,  379,384, 
*»■  403^ 4W, '449.  &UI,  513,  5r<7,  5rM, 
<J     |tlrfi9A.  6U1,  S^,  6U,  634,  705, 

713,  Wl,  723.  735,  (tOS,  «j6,  tl70,  882 
[See  kbo,  fiiuIulioM.) 


^  Mr.  HarbiiM  u  lo  itMenoe  of., 

Mr.  Micbael  Sawconier, 
By  Mr-  H«arn  u  to  ibseace  of  Mr. 

''  B;  Mr  mol*  reUiing  to  nigh^  aai- 

Bj  Mr.  Jenifer  limilin|;  time    of 
■peakiDb. 
'  Bj  Mr.  Dmej  relttiog  to  cauaes 
tt  Bbseiice, 
Bj  Mr.  RidgelyBitohourof  mwt- 


Bj  Mr.  Slephen 
' '  Cbtrten  of  Coip 
B;  Mr.  McHenr^  t 


concerning 


S  jAiliele  of  Gl^cliTA- 

tTanenise  Rt^rt,   . 
By  Mr.  Gwinn  to  cine  debate  on  , 

the  ElActiTe  rranchJte  Report, 
Seteral  ameDdiDenlA  tlierato, 
By  Mr.  BrenI,  of  BallidMre  citj, 

■meadatorj  of  Itte  17ih  Kuls, 
Bj  Mr.  Brent  concotnlng  Ihe  pre- 

*ioi»    question,  and    prohibiliriE 

the  Convention   resolving   itself 
.     ioto  Contmiitee,  ] 

nb  substitute  therefor,  1 

Bj   Mr.    BtabiitotM    ttf*  print    lbs 

Rulea  ai  amended,  1 

Bj  .Mr.  Preulman  concerning  the] 

j«)aUon  of  Ua»ter  and  Slave,  i 

Iff  Mr.   Merrfck  for  the  constitu- 
tion of  a  Board  of  Public  Works,     I 
Bj  Mr.  Thawle^  concerning  extra 

copiei  of  the  Journal,  1 

Bj  Mr.  Dirickson  concerningr  Die 

absence  ofkiraielfand  Mr.  Lee,      I 
Bj   Mr.   Parke  concerning  certain 

J  — indments  lo  the  Bill 


of  kight*. 


lendmenla  to  ho  entered  ol 

the  Journal, 
Bt  Mr.  Blakislpne  concerning  cop- 
ies of  the  Journal  to  newtpaper 


Bj  Mn  Brent  of  BiAimare  citj, 
conoamlig  the  puinaUioolif  the 
Hall.  «      —1-     . 

Bj  Mr.  Munw  h  to  the  mmmp- 

Bj  Mr.  Wllffan-   ^-lir 

hour  of  mertb^  ■''  ,-"'■,  J 

Bj  Mr.  PresstmM  m  to  Hfthb  %tJt 
•     intcreita  of  partki  pending  luiti'.    ] 
tfj  .Mr.  Mitchell  obMernlncdeski,     J 
Bj  Mr.  AVeems  aa  to  hour  of  nut 

log,  .     -       : 

fc  Mr.  BiKr  at  to  scats,  ! 

1^  Mt^  Cockej  concerning  Mr. 
BrownH  absence,  ! 

Bj  Mr.  Kindill  coiwcnin;  ■jncnii 
of  the  relative  increase  or  dimi- 
nution of  the  aisTes  and  frea  col- 
ored population  of  Murjland,  ,       S 

By  Mr.  Phelps  concerning  Baaii  W 
Rerroseotaiion,  1 

By  Mr.  Smith  concerning  the  ap- 
pointment of  coomittea  on  Kew 
Counties,  ! 

By  Mr.  John  Denni* concerning  die 
abiencc  of  Mr.  J.  U.  Dennis,  ! 

Bj  Mr.  SlephcTiaun  eoneerning  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Sappington,  i 

By  Mr.  Morgan  concerning  the  ftt>- 
senee  of  Mr.  Hopewell,  •.; 

Bj  Mr.  Kilgour  for  adjournment  in 
honor  of  Washfaigtoo's  birth-daj,    1 

Bj  Mr.  Sellman  concerning  the  ex- 
penses of  Tobacco  ipspeetion,  1 

By  Mr.  Neill  with  certain  imtrae-  ,- 
lions  to  the  cpmmittee  on  R«pr«- 
sentatioB,  3 

Bj  -Mr.  Sappington  in  telation  to  the 
discharge  of  the  Door-keepen,        4 

Bj  Mr.  Br«A  of  Baltimore  city, 
concerningClerlu  and  Door-keep- 
ers 4 

By  Mr.  Hicks  concerning  Clerki 
and  Door-keepers,  4 

By  Mr.  Smith  for  the  printing  of  the 
Tarioua  plana  relating  to  UteBe- 
preientaiion  Queation,  ''       i 

ViA.S. 

By  Mr.  McHenrj  to  dote  debate  on 

the  Re{H>rt  concerning  the  AttoP> 

ney  General  and  his  Deputies, 

By  Mr.  CrisRcld  concerning  the  ab- 

snce  of  Mr.  Dashieli, 
By  Mr.  Mttehell  concerning  fail  ab- 


By  Mr.  Brown  eoneetnii^  bis  tb- 

By  Mr.  Howard  to  close  debate  on 
ttie  Representation  Qnention,  78 

By  Mr.  J.  U.  Dennis  limiting  debate 
on  the  Reprenentation  Qutslion,  80, 131 

Bj  Hr,  Doraej  concerning  llie  ab- 
MDcrfof  Mr.  Davis,  131 
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By  Mr.  Weber  conceraiiu;  the  ab- ' 
sence  of  Mr.  Sberwoo^  of  Tal- 
bot, 131 

Bj  Mr.  MiohU  Newcomer  for  Even- 
ins  Sesfiioai,  176 

By  Mr.  Tbomu  direetin^Uthograph- 
inc  of  State  Map,  180 

By  Mr.  Blakistooe  concerning  tlie 
absence  of  Mr.  Dent,  901 

By  Mr.  Sellers  relating  to  the  ease 
of  James  S.  Mitchell,  201 

By  Mr.  R.  J.  Brent  relative  to  uni- 
form rates  of  toll,  201 

By  Mr.  Tuck  relative  to  a  comait- 
tee  on  Revision,  245 

By  Mr.  Uirickson  concerning  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Jacobs,  269 

By  Mr.  Gwinn  concerning  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Presstman,  269 

By  Mr.  Stephenson  concerning  Even- 
ing Sessions,  329 

By  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  con- 
*cerning  hour  of  meeting  on  Mon- 
days, 396 

By  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  con- 
cerning the  absence  of  Mr.  Car- 
ter, 484 

By  Mr.  Annan  to  close  general  de- 
bate on  the  Judiciary  Report,  484 

By  Mr.  R.  J.  Brent  as  a  substitute 
for  Mr.  Annan^s  order,  "  486 

By  Mr.  Welsh  relative  to  persons 
refusing  to  do  military  duty,  504 

By  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city, 
from  the  committee  on  Printing, 
conceniing  additional  sums  to  the 
Printer,  550 

By  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  concern- 
ing the  State  Map,  596,  597 

By  Mr.  Magraw  Concerning  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  to  be 
kept  as  a  record,  605 

By  Mr.  Buchanan  concerning  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Welsh,  608 

By  Mr.  Wells  concerning  the  pay  of 
Benjamin  Hopkins,  620 

\Mr.  Thawley  prohibiting  mcm- 
?rs  standuig  over  the  Clerk^s 
desk  during  the  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays^  620 

By  the  same  concerning  motions  to 
re-consider,  620 

By  Mr.  Michael  Newcomer  con- 
cerning; a  daily  recess,  641 

By  Mr.  Hicks  a  substitute  for  the 
last  mentioned  order,  642 

By  Mr.  Mitchell  in  favor  of  James 
Bransell,  716 

By  Mr.  Shriver  concerning  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Biser,  730 

By  Mr.  Jacobs  concerning  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Lumbdeii,  741 

By  Mr.  Stephenson  concerning  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Sappingtou,  741 

By  Mr.  Bell  conce ruing  Supervisors  ■ 

of  Roads,  X41 1 


804 

8QS. 
805 
805 


837 


By  Mr.  Ricaad  concerning  the 
bound  eopiea  of  the  Register  of 
Debates  of  the  Convention,  741 

By  Mr.  Howard  concerning  the  ftnal 
dispoaiUon  of  the  buainess  of  the 
Convention,  780, 781 

By  Mr.  Dashicll  concerning  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  J.  U.  Dennis,  781 

By  Mr.  Davb  cpncernng  a  recess,      783 

Substitute  of  Mr.  Tuck  for  said  or- 
der, 783 

By  Mr.  Lee  concerning  compensa- 
tion to  the  Chaplains  of  tbe  Con- 
vention, 763 

By  Mr.  Tuck  to  elose  the  Journal  of 
Accounts,  784 

By  Mr.  Jacobs  to  consider  the  Re- 
port on  Free  Colored  Population,    784 

By  Mr.  Randall  concerning  the 
printing  and  circulation  of  copies 
of  the  new  Constitution. 

Mr.  Howard^s  substitute  for  the  said 
Order, 

Mr.  Gwinn^s  substitute  for  the  said 

Order, 
Mr.  Stewart's,  of  Caroline,  substi- 
tute for  the  said  Order, 
Mr.  Sellers*  substitute  for  the  said 
-  Order, 

By  John  Newcomer «  to  hour  of 
meeting, 

By  Mr.  Grason  concerning  the  per 
Jtem  of  tlie  President  of  the  Con- 
venUon,  838,  874 

By  Mr.  Dent  concerning  expenses 
of  State  Map,  841 

By  Mr.  Thomas  respecting  the  ap- 
plication to  the  Elective  Fran- 
chise RepoBt  of  the  general  Order 
limiting  debate,  85.5,  856 

By  Mr.  Johnson  concerning  the  sig- 
nature and  publication  of  the 
amended  Constitution,  ^64,  866 

By  Mr.  McIIenry  respecting  mile- 
age to  the  Oflicers  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 864 

By  Mr.  Spri.t:;gs  for  compensation  to 
certain  Officers  of  the  Convention 
for  extra  services,  865 

By  Mr.  Gwinn  as  to  new  matter,        866 

By  Mr.  Thomas  substitute  for  the 
Order  of  Mr.  Johnson  ronreming 
the  signature  and  publication  of 
the  amended  Constitution,  866 

By  Mr.  Morgan  for  compensation'to 
George  S.  King,  for  extra  servi- 
ces, 866 

By  Mr.  Constable  for  compensation 
to  Samuel  Peacock,  for  extra  ser- 
vices, 867 

By  Mr.  Bowie  fur  compensation  to 
certain  OiTiccrs  of  the  Convention 
for  extra  services,  868 

By  Mr.  Tiiawiey  substitute  for  the 
last  menliuncd  Order,  868 

By  Mr.  Chandler  another  substitute,    868 
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By  Mr.  Bowie  for  compensation  to 
William  Hall,  for  extra  seryices, 

869,  871 

By  Mr.  McCubbin  for  extra  com- 
pensaCiob  to  certain  Officers  of 
the  Conreotion,  879,  873 

By  Mr.  Ridgelj  for  mileage  to  cer- 
tain Officers  of  the  Con? entkm,        875  \ 

By  Mr.  Rideely  concerning  the  pub- 
lication of  the  amended  Constitu- 
tion, 875,  877 

By  Mr.  Parke  aubstitule  for  the  said 
Order,  875 

By  Mr.  Spencer  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, 875^  877 

By  Mr.  Howard  directins;  the  Post  | 

OlEces  of  tlie  Members  uf  the  I 

Convention  to  be  entered  on  the  j 

Journal,  875 1 

By  Mr.  Howard  instructing  Messrs.  | 

Tuck  and  Gra«on  to  deposit  the 
amended  Constitution,  ^.,     879,  883  { 

By  Mr.  Howard  to  adjourn  sine  die^    879 
ORPHANS'  COURTS.     [See  JudUiary.] 


PAY  OF  MEMBERS  OF  TFIE  LEGIS- 

LATURE.     [See  UgUlature,] 

PAY  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 

CONVENTION.  [See  iZciotulionj.] 

PARDON,    proposed    limitation    of  the 

power  of  the  Governor  respocting. 

Vol.  I,  52,  91,  95,  96, 99,  100,  101, 

lOS.   [See  also  Execntire  Department. 

PARKf;  JOSEPH  M.,  of  Carroll  county. 

Vol.  1. 

iHU,  104.  112, 196, 130,  aD5,  206,  217, 
•Jia,  225.  226,  S7,  236,  238,  301,  1 

303,  491  i 
Vol.  2. 

7ii«,  572,  579,  742,  788,  833,  872,  874,  875 
Constitution,  Oidfor  (substitute)  concern^ 
ioz  tlie  pumcation  of  the  amended. 

Vol.  11,  875 ! 
iDonTention,  Order  giving  the  thanlss  of  ' 

the  Convention,  in  lieu  of  compensa- 
tion, to  certain  Office  re  of  the, 

Vol.H,  874! 
Elective  Franchise  Report,  Vol.  I,  80,  104  { 
Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the,  ! 

Vol.  II,  572  I 
Le^islalire  Report,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  301 
Am<^ndmcnt  to  the,  Vol.  I,  301,  303 

Petitions  pre:^nted  by,  Vol.  I,  112,  Vol.  II,  78 
Ro^ifter  of  Debates,  amendment  to  Or- 
der concerning  bound  copies  of  tlie. 

Vol.  n,  742 
Reports  of  Debates,  remarks  concerning 

the,  ?ol.  II,  872 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.   Vol.  1, 

140,218,225,826,238 
Amendments  to  the,    Vol.  I.  206.  217, 

218,  225,236,  238,  Vol.  H,  788 
Voting,  excused  from.  Vol.  I,  295 

PASSENGERS,  companies  for  the  trans^ 
portmllon  of,    [See  Tollt.] 


PEACOCK,  I^AMUEL,  [Committee  Clerk] 

Vol.  11,  836,  865,  867 
PETITIONS,  concerning  Banks,  present- 
ed by  Mr.  Buchanan,  Vol.  11,  381 
Churches  and  Church  CioTcmment,  by 

Mr.  Uurhanan,  Vol.  I,  220 

Frederick  County,  praying  the  erection 
of  a  new  Countv    from  parts    of 
Washington  and,  oy — 
Mr.  BiHrr,  Vol.  1,  371,  428,  498,  Vol.  II,  8 
Fiery,  Vol.  11,  201 

Sliriver,  Vol.  I,  371 

RemoDttrance  against  the  formetion  of 
such  a  County,  by — 
Mr.  Biser,  Vol.  I,  479 

ilurbine,  Vol.  II,  758 

Shrivir,  Vol.  I,  496,  Vol.  11,  521 

Grave  Yards,  protection  of,  by  Mr.  Da- 
vis Vrt.  I,  419 
Howard  District,  its  erection  into  a  8C|^ 
arate  County,  by — 
Mr.  Dorsoy,                          Vol.  I,  148,  190 
Donaldson,                            Vol.  I,  190 
Inspectio!!  syst(;m,  remonstrance  against 
the  repeal  of  the  present,   by   Mr. 
Davis,                                    Vol.  II,  605 
lioather,  dealers  in,  by  Mr.  Annan,  Vol.  I,  88 
License  system,  by- 
Mr.  Annan,                                  Vol.  I,  467 
Riser,                             Vol.  II,  78,  219 
Carter,                           Vol.  1,  741,  816 
Chambers,  of  Kent,              Vol.  J,  479 
CoMen,                                   Vol.  II,  54 
Constable,                             Vol.  11,  176 
Crislield,                                Vol.  ],  426 
Dennis,  (John)                    Vol.  II,  788 
Donaldson,                            Vol.  1,  428 
Gaithcr,                       Vol.  U,  131,220 
Grason,                                  Vol.  II,  64 
Gwinn,                                 Vol.  II,  131 
llolJiday,                               Vol.  1,  428 
Kent,                                    Vol.  1,  428 
Kil^our,                                Vol.  II,  19 
Majifraw,         Vol.  1,  479,  Vol.  il,  381 
Newcomer,  (John)       Vol.  I,  428,  496 
Tarke,                                     Vol.  II,  78 
President,         Vol.  I,  371,  Vol.  II,  54 
Ridgely,  Vol.  I,  428,    Vol.  II,  54, 

.     347,446 

Sellman,  Vol.  I,  419,  Vol.  II,  641 

Sherwood,  of  Baltimore  city,  Xol. 

II,  176.  727 
Shrlver,  Vol.  II,  176,  570 

Smith,  Vol.  1,  308 

Weber,  Vol.  I,  428 

Wright,  Vol.  I,  516 

Lotteries,  praying  the  prohibition  of,  by 

Mr.  President,  Vol.  1,  307 

Lumbrr,  the  present  system  of  inspection 
of,  by  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore 
''ityi  Vol.  II,  741 

Menonito  Church,  the,  by  Mr.  Neil  I, 

Vol.  I,  25 
Militia,  the  State,  by  Mr.  Ware,  Vol.  II,  827 
Population,    the   free  colored,  by  Mr. 

Gaither,  Vol.  I,  371 

Real  Estate,  the  forced  sale  of,  bj  Mr. 

Parke,  Vol.  1,  112 


TemprraaM,  b;  Hr.  Gwiiin,  Vol.  I,  335 

Tobacco,  tlia  iaipectiuu  or,  by  Hr.  New- 

oomcr,  (Michtel)  Vol.  I,  158 

THELPS,  FRA^'C18  P.,  of  Dorcbefter 

Vol.  1. 

35,  30,  SI,  33.  S6,  n  41,  45,  36, 

75,  76,  8^,  ^,  85,  hS,  $<)>  3%,  IIU, 
115,  lltj,  128,  139,  lA  las,  156. 
157,  WO,  191,  316,  SI9.  235,  244. 
Hi,  346,  m,  354,  1im,  m  369, 
Vn,  2M),  '^61,  396,  297  301.  3IM. 
309,  310,  311,  332,  334,  335,  373, 
aeu.  384,  3[J7,  3ei9,  3>)5,  3<J7  336, 
399,  401,  4U8,  4ef6,   m.  4D3,  496, 

50ti,  SOT   515,  548 

VoLS. 

ID,  II,  33,  80,  ei,  100,  144,  14B, 
147,  177,  106,   19B,  19S,  200,  202, 

*  346,  349,  359,  384,  329,  332,  334^ 
335,  336,  338,   355,  364,   46U,  467,   v 

,  485,  4t<6,  487,  501,  518,  551,  558, 
679,  5c«3,  603,  TI3,  718,  735,  734, 
735,  746,  759,   761,  763,  "HO,  7b3, 

T83,  841,  Mi,  tJ4e,  849,  851,  B60 

A4jounimcut  (final)  of  the  Convention, 
rcmarki  on  tnotion  pustpouing  the 
time  for  tJie,  Vol.  U,  718 

Anegany  Coitnl;,  remarks  on  the  Report 

coDceroing  the  diviiion  of.      Vol.  II,  349 

Attormy  General  and  hia  Ueputiei,  re- 
mark* on  tbe  Report  concetning  (he  i 
office  of  the,  Vol.  U,  10,  11 

BwlneM  of  the  ConTention,  remarka  on 
the  order  concerning  the  final  Uiipo- 
gition  of  tlie.  Vol.  II,  782 

CirilOlGcen,  remarks  on  t)ie  Report  con- 
cerning  the  appuintment  and  tenure 
of  olGc«  of  certain.  Vol.  11,  843,  646 

Coflititulion,  rcmarin  ontha  Repoiti 

cerning  future  cbangei  of  (he.  Vol.  11,364 

Correction  i>f  a  vole  given  under  a  mil- 
upreht'iiaion  of  the  question,  Vol.11,  TE 

ElectAe  ■''ranchise  Report,  remarks  on 

the,  Vol.1,  30,  31,  B5,  t  . 

Amendments  to  the.  Vol.  1,  3U,  36,  41 

ElecllTe  Franchiite  Report,  remarks  oa 
the  rcMjluiion  to  claso  dehalc  on  the 
first  section  of  Ibe,  Vol.  1, 

ETBoing  Sessions,  remarks  oa  the  order 

for.  Vol.  II.  177 

Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  1,  480,  493,  Vol.  II,  303 

AmcndmeDt  to  tbe.  Vol.  1, 

Judiciary  Ueporl,  remarks  on  Iho,  Vol. 

11,467,48.1,501,579,  603,  .«. 

Amendmenti  Ihvruto.      Vol.  II,  460,  487, 735 

Legislaliru  Itepurl,  remarks  on  the. 
Vol.  1,  244,  245,  246,  353, 354.  377, 
380,  3(<1,  3U4,   3U9,  310,  333,  334, 
335,  3n4,  3UT,   398,  399,  401,  408, 
Vol.  11, 359, 384, 333, 334, 335.  336, 

AmendmeDbt  thereto,  Vol.  1, 319,  346, ' 
367.  3UI,  311,   333,  335,  380,  387, 

395,  VuL  II,  3S9, 339,  334,  338 


RepreaentatioB  Question,  renufa  on  Uie,'' 

Vol.  1,  373,  Vol.  II,  33,  80,  144,  199,  31 
Amendment  to  the  Report  on  the.  Vol.  11,  t 
Order  concerning  the  basis  of  tbe.  Vol.  1, 3! 
Revision,  remarln  concerning  tbe  cotn- 

niltaeon,  Vol.  II,  3^ 

Rigbu,  Bill  of.  Vol.  1, 155, 156,  31 

AmendnMnt  to  the.  Vol.  1,31 

Rule,  nmacki  on  unending 33d,      VoL  I,  'i 
PL£ADI  N  G  B,  Propoa  itions  cooeerriiDg  Itw 
revision  tod  aimplilicatiou  of.    {8ee 
LigitlatiM  Dtfmtmtni.] 
POPULATION  or  MARYLAND,  coBt- 
municatlon  of  Mr.   KeonMljr  con- 
cerning the,  Vol.|1,  7 
POPULATION,  Free  Colored,  of  Mary- 
land, propositions  concerning  the, 

Vol.1,  195,197,  198,907,37 


the  coniidersiiun  of  the  subject.  Vol.  I,  i 
Report  of  Hr.  Jacobs  from  committee 
on.  Vol.  U,  20),  784,  8C 

{See,  also,  SigUi.] 

PRGAMBLETU  THE  HILL  OF  RIGHTS. 
[See  Righla,  BUI  of.] 

PRESIDENT  O*'  THE  CONVENTION, 
John  G,  ChapBM,  of  Cbarlea  Co. 
Vol.  1. 

33,  34,  35,  43, 55, 5G,  67, 58,  65, 76, 
83,88,97,98,  1IJ4,  IDS,  lUG,  1U7, 
lOS,  109,  113,  114,  115,  116,  118, 
133,  123,  126,  m^  I3U,  131,  133, 
136,  137,  138,  139,  Hi),  148,  149, 
150,  156,  158,  1611,  IGti,  174,  178, 
177,  184,  186,  l:)D,  m  199,  300, 
304,  207,  306,  nil,  ^1S  2C!a,  384, 
386,  388,  391,  tUJi  396,  300,  301. 
304,  3UT,  3IS,  m,  333,  -334,  339, 
34U,  354,  356,  w.l,  373,  373,  374, 
375,  378,  379,  384,  366,  387,  3Se, 

369,  396,  397,  401,  '40iL  409,  4iU, 
411,  414,  43s,  439,  430^^435,  44J, 

443,  447,  5( 
Vol.  3. 

54,79,60,09,  100,  131,  Ul,  144, 
145,  152,  153,  163,  Itli  170,  173, 
174,  173.  179,  194,  19^  200,  2U4, 
SI9,  34D,  343   343,  S46,  £48,  36U, 

370,  308,  3^,  a3u,  34»,  3U  3^1, 
3^3,  396,  AOi,  4U8,  448,  49  454, 
457,  459,  485,  £18,  fill  573,  5T8. 
683,  iS6,  5«7,  SijW,  Stt),  591,  595, 
597,  5!I8,  4>01,  61)^,  603,  UUIj,  4j  3, 
615,  on.  C18,  6  9.  <ia3,  62J,  6i5, 
641,  642.  650,  654,  659,  660,  697, 
698,  705,  706,  707,  70ri,  713,  ■;  3, 
719,  733  723.  735,  726,  7a7,  Ti'}, 
809,  H35,  a41,  84:i,  8M,  (■.-.Ij.  i?6c, 

«.'.,  p-.f,  B«i,  K 
Cause  ofllw  absence  of  the,  Vol.  1,  St 

Unler^Mr.  Orasun,  couccrning  Iheptr 

ifun  of  tlie.  Vol.  II,  SS 

Petitions  prcsenteil  by.  Vol.  1,  307. 3d5, 

Vol.  II,  ; 
Valedictorr  AddrcBi  of  the,  Vul.  II,  6i 

Vote  of  thanks  to  tbe,  VoL  II,  6! 


,   Vol.1.     ... 

4eu,  467,  e 

Mr.   Buehanui,    of   Baltimore  county, 

Vol.  I,  ^7,  iaa,  bte,  Voi.  it,  3, 5, 

IT,  18,  3G,  3d,  59,  53,  ttjfi,  S 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Cirroll  couutj,    Vol.  It, 


Mr.  Spencer,  of  Que 


Vo^!  I,  i 


Vol.  I,  319,  Zm,  335, '. 

Vol.  II,  8 
FRCSSTMAN,  BENJAMIN  C,  of  Baltic 


ToLI 


I  cilj. 


5I,A3.G4,S8,  63,  TT,  SO,  SI,  100, 
101,  110,  111.  113,  114,  US,  130, 
123,  125,  13e.  138.  143.  US,  U6, 
ISO,  153,  154.  156.  6^  164.  171, 
179,  184,  189.  103,  193.  311,  31!l, 
367.  3S1,  388.  ®7.  398,  399,  313,  - 
315,  33D,  Mi,  36S.  3Gtl  370.  371, 
373,  374,  SeU  m  3tl3,  3^4.  387, 
394,  395,  396.  39^  4U0  4U3,  4U4, 
410,  411,  49S.  m.  433,  441,  443, 
446,  447,  4S0,  472.  473,  493.  SOS, 

512,  513,  JSl,  533,  5; 

Tot.  3. 

^  35, 37,  59, 53,  G8, 73. 13,  76,  Ta, 
m,  S9, 91,  93,  187,  199,  3G9,  M9, 

797, 819, 8! 

Atlomcj  Genenl  and  his  Deputies,  re- 
maiki  on  the  fUiNrt  on  the  oBen 
of  the,  '     Vol.1,  531,533,5! 

Bcctiic  FmtehiM  Itiport,  remarks  do 
Uie,  Vol.1,  51,53,  tt4, 80,  II 

AnKndment  to  tk«,  Vol.  I,  i 

Eucutite  RCMft,  remarks  an  the, 

.  ^*^  Vol.  I,  473,  413,  41 

Auendmenf  la  the.  Vol.  I,  41 

Judiciarj  Report,  reuarlu  on  the. 


Rtprrsentiitlan  Question,  reinar1(i  on 
(he.  Vol.],  IU7,  110,  111,  130,133, 
Se8,  397,  298.  -XX  371,  374,  443, 
Vol.  II,  23,  25,  37,  53,  68,  73,  73, 

7ti,  79,  SI,  ts9,  01,  n,  ld7,  543 
Requrit  (in  the  nature  of  instructions) 
to  the  CammiKoa   on  Rcprewnta- 
tion,  VoL  I,  130 

Rights,  Hill  of,  rrmark«  on  the,  Voi.  I, 

H3,  1411.  I4H.  15U,  1S3,  154,  163,    .       ^ 
164,  17U  179,  184,  ISO,  193,  195, 

211, 319 
AmcndmcnM  to  the,    Vol.  I,  143,  ItM, 

193,319 
PItEV10U»QlIESTI0N.    [See  QwKuim, 
t  ikt  IVtriow*.] 

PRINTING  COMMITTEII,  Mr.  Randall 

excined  from  terrice  on  the,  VoL  II,  816 


Reports  from  the,  Vol.  II,  243, 550,  741, 
836,  H6U.     [See  Rtperti.] 
PRINTERS,  Urdcr  to  pay,  Vol.  I,  104 

Order  of  Mr.  Howard  aiithoriiing  the 
Prenidont  of  the  ConTention  to  dnir 
for  *uaa  due  for  printinjt,  &e..  Vol.  II,  B78 
Report  and  Order  to  pay  additional  sumi 

10  the.  Vol.  II,  550 

PROSECl'TIONS  FOR  CRIME.      [See 

PUBLIC  WORKS,  Board  of.  Order  b; 

Mr.  Merricii  reapcctinKtbe  creation 

of.  Vol.  1, 114 

Report  b<r  Mr.  Jenifer  from  Commiltea 

No.   14,  oi^niiing  a.  Vol.  I,  907, 

Vol.  11,  300.  990,  333 
Debate  on  the  Report,  Vol.  1|,  3H9,  396, 

425,  44G,  457 
Amendments  to  the  Report,  Vol.  11,300, 
230,  axa.  306,    403,  413,  415,  425, 
440,  445,  446,  448,   449,  450,  451, 

453,  454,  UT,  459 


369,  370,  381,  Stfi.  38.1,  3S4.  396, 
4U0,  403,  404.  411,  435.  4^,  44S,  4 
Anwndments  to  the.  Vol.  I,  ■Ji^T,  395,  399,  4 
Legislatiie  Department,    Ri^porl   nddi- 

(ional  from  the  committee  on  the, 

Vol.  I,  1 
Master  and  Slaxe,  Order  concern  in^  (he 

relation  of.  Vol,  I,  I 

Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  I,  113,  1 

Remarks  on  the  Report  from  Committee 

No.  14,  coneerninK  the  relalliti  of, 

^Vol.  I,  1 
Motions  to  re-consider,  remarks  ov^lhe 

motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent, 

concerning.  Vol.  I,  S 

Onlrr  concerning  the  absence  of,  Vol.  II,  9 
Order  as  to  the  righla  nod  interests  of 

parties  pending  luil,  V<J.  I,  1 


QUALIFICATIONS  OP  V 
fV-icAin.) 

QUESTION,  (ho  rre»imn, 
76.  M.  99,  104,  109, 
137,  l.W.  1,W.  1H4, 
2*^,  2)i6,  367,  368. 
203,  3<10,  3111.  325, 
371.  375,  379,  397, 
422,  424.  4:H!,  445, 
4T7,  4fj].  482.  4s.'t, 
498,  Vol.  II.  37,  I.^3, 
3HII,  448,  459,  601, 
«i53,  6.''>3,  607,  704, 
732,  724,  740,  T51, 
7^7,  7Sri,  803,  W3, 
818,  810,  890,  893, 
S37,  83H,  843,  843, 
853,   8.'>4,  855,  H6U, 


OTERS.  [See 

Vol.  I,  57,  67, 
no,  118,  139, 
185,  194,  3.H 
381,  282,  989, 
336,  354,  369, 
40<l,  411,  416, 
446,  447,  448, 
4«),  494.  495, 
1»8,  239,  390, 
610,  613,  634, 
711,  712.  713, 
761,  763,  768, 
8115,  H13,  814, 
823,  837,  834, 
847,  849,  851, 
862,  B63,  866, 
813,   8T4,  ai5,  i 


n 


R 

RANDALL,  ALEXANDER,  of  Anne 
'Arundel  county. 

Vol.  1. 

57,  67,  71,  76,  83,  87,  99,  105,  115, 
126,  140,  187,  207,  210,  214,  215, 
918,  226,  234,  238,  269,  281,  399, 

408,  409 
.  Vol.  2. 

^  ,  98,  181,  198,  241,  243,  247,  260, 
264,  281,  284,  292,  331,  346,  377, 
378,  379,  380,  381,  383,  384,  386, 
387,  388.  518,  580,  633,  634,  636, 
654,  701,  717,  738,  744,  746,  747, 
748,  749,  750,  753,  756,  760,  769, 
781,  784,  788,  793,  800,  801,  803, 
604,  805,  816,    829,  833,   836,  877,   889 

CoDititution,    reniarki  on    the    Repofir- 
concerning  future  changes  of  the, 
Vol.  IF,  377,  379,  381,  383,  386,  3^,^388 

Amendments  to  the  report,  Vol.11,  377,     V 
■  380,  381,  384 

Obnstitution,  Order  concerning  the  print- 
ing and  circulation  of  copies  of  the 
amended.  Vol.  11,  803 

Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  II,  803,  804,  805 

Constitution,  remarks  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Howard  concerning  the  signa- 
.     ture  of  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion, of  the  amended,  Vol.  II,  869 

Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

the,  Vol.  I,  71 

Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  I,  71,  87 

Judiciary,  remarks  on  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Department  of 
the,  Vol.  II,  580,  633,  636,  654,  701, 
738.  744,  746,   748,  749,  753,  756, 

793,  800,  801 

Amendments  to  the  Report,      Vol.  11, 

633,  634,  636,  701,  738,  746, 747,  750,  753 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  Uie,Vol.  I, 
269,  281, 408,  409,  Vol.  II,  260,  264, 

281,  284,292,  331,346,760 

Amendments  to  the  Report,    Vol.  I,  408,  409 

Map  of'the  State,  remarks  on  Orders  di- 
recting the  preparation  and  litho- 
graphing of,  Vol.  I,  83,  Vol.  II,  181 

Milcheli,  James  S.,  remarks  relative  to 

the  case  of,  Vol.  II,  241 

Order  concerning  synopsis  of  the  rela- 
tive increase  or  diminution  of  the 
slaves  and  free  colored  population  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  Vol.  I,  207 

Printing,  committee  on — excused  from 

service  on  the,  Vol.  II,  816 

RcpresontatiOD,  amendments  to  the  Re- 
port on.  Vol.  11,98,  198 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.  Vol.  I, 
187,  210, 214, 215,  226,238,  Vol.  II, 

381,781,784 

Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  I,  187,  215, 

218,  226,  238 

Revision,  remarks  on  tlic  Order  con- 
cerning a  committee  of,  Vol.  II,  247 

Revision,  Reports  from  the  committee 

on.  Vol.  II,  717,  769,  877 

Remarks,  Vol.  II,  769 


Rule,  notice  of  motion  to  change  tlie 
17th,  (in  relation  to  the  Previous 
Question,)  Vol.  I,  57 

Remarks  thereon,  Vol.  I,  57,  67,  76 

Treasury  Department,  remarks  on  the 

Report  concerning  the,  Vol.  II,  829 

Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vol.  II,  833 

RATIO  OF  REPRESENTATION.    [See 
Rep^$entation.]  * 

RECESS   OF   THE   CONVENTION. 

[See  Sessions  of  the  Convention.] 

RECONSIDER,  motion  to— 
Vol.  1. 

Order  relating  to  State  Map,  25,  83 

Order  relatlnc;  to  absentees,  43 

Vote  on  the  19th  Article  of  the  Bill 

of  Riffhti,  191 

Vote  adopting  3d  Section  of    the 

Legislative  Report,  296 

Vote  striking   out   certairi   words 

from  said  Section,  296 

'Vote  on  2d  Section  of  said  Report,  301 
Vote  on  16th  Section  of  said  Report,  309 
Vote  on  20th  Section  of  said  Report,  339 
Vote  on  21st  Section  of  said  Report,  355 
Vote    on  the   Ist   branch  of  Mr. 
NeilPs  Order  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Representation,  373 
Vote  on  the  27tn  Section  of  the  Leg- 
islative Report,  385 

Vote  on  30th  Section  of  said  Report,  386 

Vote  on  31st  Section  of  said  Report,  386 

Vote  on  33d  Section  of  said  Report,  386 
Vote  on  Mr.  Dorsey*s  amendment 

to  31st  Section  of  said  Report,  387 

Vote  on  Mr.  Grin's  amendment 
to  31st  Section  of  said  Report,  387,  389 

Vote  on  21st  Sectiop  of  said  Report,    394 

Vote  on  Mr.  Phelps's  amendment 
relating  to  the  property  of  married 
women,  399 

Vote  on  Mr.  Ridgely's  avendment 
as  to  exemption  of  ptopvty  of 
debtors,  410 

Vote  on  Vr.  Davis'  amendment  con- 
cerning appropriations  of  money 
for  edi||Btion,  '*  425 

Vote  on  the  first  branch  of  Mr.  Blaki- 
stone's  amendment  concerning 
the  Public  D^bt,  448 

Vote  on  the  motion  postponing  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislative 
Report,  *  450 

Vote  on  the  13th  Section  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Report,  469 

Vote  on  19th  Section  of  said  Report,    478 

Vote  on  Mr.  Sappington^s  Order 
concmine  tlie  Door-keepers,  479 

Vote  odWie  21st  Section  olthc  £x- 
ecuiire  Report,  490 

Vote  6n  Order  discharging  Commit- 

mittee  Clerks.  496 

Vote  on  the  22d  Rule,  507 

Vote  on  the  resolution  concerning 
Committee  Clerks,  529 


as 


VoLl 

Vote  on  Mr.  Fierj^  amendmeDt  to 
the  Report  on  the  Repretentt- 
tMNk  Question,  59,150 

Vote  on  the  Order  limiting  debate 
on  the  Representation  Quettion, 

100,  131 

Vole  limiting  debate  oo  said  Ques- 
tion, -900 

Vote  on  9th  Section  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Report,  357 

Vote  on  Mr.  John  Newcomer's 
amendment  to  93d  Section  of  said 
Report,  339 

Vote  on  the  Article  creating  How- 
ard count/,  347 

Vote  on  the  Article  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Report,  concerning  the  com- 
pensation of  Clerics  and  Registers,    355 

Vote  on  the  Report  and  Resolution 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
concerning  the  Reports  of  De- 
bates, 415 

Vote  on  adoption  of  Report  creating 
a  Board  of  Public  Worics,  450 

Vote  on  Mr.  Crisfield's  amendment 
to  the  Judiciary  Report,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  four  Judges 
for  the  Court  of  Appeals,  536 

Vote  on  amendment  of  Mr.  Brown 
to  the  Judiciary  Report  558 

Vote  on  the  amendment  or  Mr.  Ja- 
cob's to  the  5th  Section  of  ihp 
said  Report,  570 

Vote  on  the  first  branch  of  Mr.  Crit- 
fieid'a  amendment  to  thc^  said  Re- 
port, M  586,587 

V^oo  the  seetod  branch  of  Mr. 
Cnsfleld*8  adbndment  to  the  said 
Report,  599 

Vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  10th 
8o|M|-of  the  said  Report,  593 

VotMplir.  Shrirer's  amendment 
to«ik«aid  Report,  594 

Vote  cttfta  adoption  of  t^lOth  Ar- 
ticle %f  the  Judiciary  (V|port,  603,  608 

VoiMpn^ke  amendmedt  as  to  the 
ndfabef  of  Judges,      V  603,608 

Vote  on  the  amenidment  of  Mr. 
Presstmao  to  the  Legislatiye  Re- 
port abolishing  iilprisonment  for 
debt,  606 

Vote  on  the  Proviso  of  Mr.  R.  J. 
Brent  to  the  Legislative  Report 
concerning  the  School  Fund,  629 

Vote  on  the  10th  Section  of  the  Ju- 
diciarr  Report,  693 

Vote  adopting  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Spencer  as  the  llt^Section 
of  the  said  Report,        «f        693,  694 

Vote  on  Mr.  Morgan^  ame4||mcDt 
to  13th  Section  of  said  Repiort,        639 

Vote  on  Mr.  Dorsey^s  amendment 
to  the  Judiciary  Ilieport,  661 

Vote  on  19th  section  of  the  Judici- 
ary Report,  698 


Vote  on  Mr.  Grason^s  amendment 
to  the  Report  on  Reprcserilation,      Til 

Vote  on  Mr.  Chambers'  (of  Kent,) 
amendment  to  thil  said  report,.         719 

Vote  on  Mr.*  Johnson's  amendment 
thereto^  «#     7I3 

Vote  on  the  first  branch  of  ]l(. 
ChambM*  (of  Kent,)  amendment 
as  ame^JM,  794 

Vote  OB  strilcine  out  the  amendment     ^ 
of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  787 

Vote  00  the  91st  section  of  the  Judi- 
ciary  Report,  749 

Vote  striking  out  *«third'*  and  in- 
serting **second,"  for,  743 

Vote  on  Mr.  J.  Newcomer's  amend- 
ment to  the  Judiciary  Report  745 
•^  Votes  on  the  11th  and  19th  sections 

of  the  said  Report,  759 

Vote  rejecting  the  last  branch  of  me 
amendment  of  Mr.  Sellers  to  the 
Legislative  Report,  J766 

Vote  on  the  third  article  of  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  781 

Vote  on  Mr.  Miller's  amendment  to 

the  Legislative  Report,  784 

Vote  on  the  33d  article  of  the  Bill 

of  RighU,  785 

*  Vote  on  the  14th  article  of  the  said 

BUI,  788 

Vote  on  the  1st  article,  788 

Vote  on  the  30th  article  of  the  Bill 

of  Rights,  788 

Vote  on  the  13th  section  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Report,  816 

Vote  on  the  article  of  the  Judiciary 
Report  concerning  the  fees  of 
Clerks  and  Registers,  816 

Vote  on  the  amendment  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Report  relative  to  the  dis- 
tricting system,  817 

Vote  on  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Thomas 
on  the  same  s..bject,  817 

Vote' on  the  21st  section  of  thej^i- 
ciary  Report  in  relation  to  Clerks 
and  Registers,  849 

Vote  on  the  article  submitted  by  Mr. 
Donaldson  prescribing  the  mode 
of  altering  the  Constitution,  850 

Vote  granting  additional  compensa- 
tion to  certain  officers  of  the  Con- 
vention, 869,  871 

Vote  concerning  the  limitation  of 
pay  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
Reporter,  &c.  879 

.  Vote  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howard 
that  the  engrossed  Constitution  be 
signed  by  the  President  of  tne 
Convention  and  attested  by  the 
■  Secretary  thereof,  890 

REGISTERS,     [See  CUrks  and  Registers,] 

Vol.  II,  550 
REGISTRATION  OF  VOTERS.    [See 

Franchise.] 
REGISTRY  LAW,  ^   Vol.'l,  65,  81 

REUGIOUS  TESTS.    [See  ^sU.] 
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REPORTER,  the  Official,  Vol.  I,  25,  i04, 
467,  Tol.  II,  99,  343,  345,  415,  836, 

860,  868,  873,  876 

Takes  his  seat,      ^  Vol.  I.  ^ 

Order  to  pay.  Vol.  I,  104 

LetMlH  from,  concemiDg  the  Reports  of 

l^ebates.  Vol.  II,  99,  868 

Report  aod  Resolution  of  ||fponiinittee 

on  Prinling  on  the  firn>f  the  said 
^       *      ,  letters,  Voril,  343, 245, 415 

I    Resolution  of  Mr.  Spencer  appointing 
«  Messrs.  Randall  and  Ware  a  Com- 

mittee to  act  after  the  final  adjourn- 
t  ment  of  the  Convention,  to  settle  up 

accounts  cunneoled  ivith  the  report- 
ing, &c.  Vol.  11,  836,  860 
Resolution  of  Mr.  Howard  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  Convention  \a 
*                ^raw  for  sums  due  for  reporting,  &c.. 

Vol.  ll,  876 

REPORTS   OF   THE    DEBATES    OF 
THE  CONVENTION.      [See  De- 
haitz  and  Rtipwitr,\ 
%         REPORTS. 
Vol.  1. 

From  the  Clerk  of  the  Levy  Court 

of  Calvert  county,  58 

From  the  same  relative  to  the  fees 
of  the  Attorney  General  and  his 
•  Deputies,  58 

By  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Elective 
Franchise, .  67 

by  Mr.  Jenifer  on  the  subject  of  free 
colored  population,  83 

r  By  Mr.  Johnson  on  the  Legislative 

Departnwiit,  133 

^  By  Mr.  Jenifer  on  the  relation  of 

master  and  slave,  135 

By  Mr.  Pres:stman  witli  additional 
articles  from  the  committee  on 
the  Legislativu  Department,  138 

Mr.  lijr^y  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,    I4O 
Mr.  McLane  on  the  Treasury 
Department,  166 

From  Clerk  of  Worcester  county,       308 
By  Mr.  Dor&ey  in  relation  to  How- 
%  ard  District,  319 

By  Mr.  Bowie  on  the  Judiciary,  339 

By  Mr.  Shrtver  on  the  otiice  of  the 
Attorney  General  and  t>is  Depu- 
ties, 383 
By  Mr.  Ricaud  from  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  Rules,  335 
By  Mr.  Smith  on  Education,               339 
By  Mr.  Smith  in  relation  to  Allega- 
.  ny  county,                                        356 

By  Mr.' Jenifer  concerning  the  ad- 
vocacy of  claims  before  the  Leg- 
islature, 450 

By  Mr.  Jenifer  on  the  License  sys- 
tem and  other  matters,  460 

By  Mr.  Wells  from  the  committee 
on  Aqpoimts  with  a  resolution  to 
pay  certain  accounts,  479 


»: 


By  Mr.  Sappington  in  relation  to  the, 
reduction  of  Clerks  and  Door-* 
keepers,  494 

By  Mr.  Dasbiell  Minority  Report  on 
the  same  subject,  495 

By  Mr«  Crisfield  from  the  Minority 
of  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,    516 
VoL2. 

By  Mr.  Jacobs  from  the  committee 
on  the  Free  Colored  Population,      330 

By  Mr.  Sollers  from  the  committee 
on  future  amendments  and  revlft- 
ions  of  the  Constitution,  333 

By  Mr.  Bowie  from  the  committeo 
on  Printing  on  the  letter  of  tho 
Official  Reporter  in  relation  to  the 
reporting  of  the  Convention,  343 

By  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  from  the  com- 
mittee on  future  amendments  and 
revisions  of  the  Constitution,  345 

By  Mr.  Tuck  from  the  committee 
respecting  the  appointment  and 
tenure  of  certain  Civil  Officers,       486 

By  Mr.  Dorsey  from  the  committee 
on  Counties,  creating  a  new  Coun- 
tv  from  parti  of  the  Counties  of 
Washington  and  Frederick,  531 

By  Mr.  Sollers  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  case  of 
James  S.  Mitchell,  531 

By  Mr.  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city, 
from  the  committee  on  Printing, 
with  order  to  pay  additional 
sums  to  the  Printer,  550 

By  Mr.  Howard  from  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Militia,  «  597 

By  Mr.  Wells  fverbal)  ftom  the 
committee  on  Corporations,  717 

By  Mr.  Randall  fr6m  the  coiy  ittee 
on  Revision,       '  717,  769,  877 

By  Mr.  McHenry  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
port respecting  the  anpoiutment 
and  tenure  of  certain  Ci)#  Offi- 
cers, •  *      717,  789 

By  M&j^ells  from  the  committee 
on  Xlcounts,  in  favor  of  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  pers^s  Mj^in 
mentioned,  ^  717,  841 

By  Mr.  Ricaud  from  the  committee 
on  Printing,  concerning  the  bound 
copies  of  th#  Register  of  Debates,    741 

•  By  Mr.  Grason  from  the  committee 
on  Revision,  816 

By  Mr.  Spencer  from  the  committee  ^ 
on  Printing,  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Messrs.  Randall  and 
Ware  as  a  committee  to  settle  up 
accounts,  in  place  of  the  existing 
commitlee,  836, 860 

By  Mr.'  Magraw  from  the  select 
committee  on  the  Journal  of  Pro- 
ceedings, 837 
-  By  Mr.  Wells  from  the  committee 
on  Accounts  asking  for  instruc- 
tions in  relation  to  certain  ac- 
counts,                                             841 


By  Mr.  Well«  In  fttor  of  the  Ubr»- 

riaD,  641 

By  Mr.  NeiU  from  the  committeo 
on  Accounti,  in  faTor  of  John  W. 
Rider,  841 

By  Mr.  Donaldflon  (rerbal)  .from 

the  select  committee  on  Licenaes,    856 
By  Mr.  Weber  from  the  minority  of 

the  same  committee,  856 

By  Mr.  Magravr  from  the  Reyisory 

committee,  869 

By  Mr.  Chambers  of  Kent,  from  the 

ReTisonr  committee,  870,  873,  878 
By  Mr.  Tuck  from  the  Reyitory 
committee,  873,  877,  879,  889, 
[the  final  Report  of  the  eng^rossed 
UonstituUoB.j 
By  Mr.  DonaloJMMi  from  the  ReTi- 
aory  committee,  873,  875 

REPRESENTATION,  basis  of.  Rejx)rt 
by  Mr.  Merrick  from  the  committee 
on.  Vol.  I,  106 

Introductory  discussion  thereon.  Vol.  I, 
106,  107,  108,  109,  110,  111,  112,    ^ 
115,  116,  117,  118,  119,  190,  121, 
123,  127,  12ft,  129,  130,  132,  133, 
134,  135,  136,  137,  284,  297,  298, 

299,  428,  442,  Vol.  II,  15 
Motion  to  refer  the  Report  to  the  com- 

mittee  of  the  Whole,        Vol.  I,  106,  136 
Motions  to  postpone  its  consideration, 

Vol.  1,  106,  107,  109,  Vol.  II,  15,  17,  19 
Motions  to  re-commit  the  Report  with 
iiMtructions,  Vol.  I,  109,  111,  116, 

120,  122,  127,  132 
Motion  to  Arike  out  instructions,  Vol.  I,  110 
Report  laid  on  the  table,  Vol.  I,  137 

.Mr.  Phelpa^  Order  concerning  the.  Vol.  I,  235 
Report  ^  Mr.  Merrick,  Vol.  I,  284 

Report  of  Mr.  Lloyd.  Vol.  I,  286 

Report  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Vol  I,  286 
Report  of  Mr.  Howard,  Vol.  I,  287 

Order  of  Mr.  Bell  instructing  the  com- 
mittee to  report  certain  articles, 

Vol.  I,  371 

Motion  to  re-consider  the  yQll  on  the 

first  branch  thereof,        ^'   Vol.  I,  373 
Motioi^M  mftke  the  subject  the  special 

ordSF,  Vol.  i,  428.  429,  442 

Order  to  print  the  rarious  plans,     Vol.  1,  496 
Vol.  2. 
Debate  on  the  question  of  the,  19, 
38.  54,  64.  78,  80,  100,  133.   152, 
195,  196,  200,  701,  713,  718,  727, 
(  788, 817 

Amendments  to  the  Report  on  the, 
19,  20,  21,  23,  24,  25.  36,  37,  38, 
52,  54,  64,  80,  81,  100,  144,  145, 
146,  147,  152,  153,  162,  163,  164, 
165,  166.  167,  168,  169,  170,  171, 
172,  173.  174,  183,  184, 185,  186, 
187,  195, 196, 197,  198,  199.  701, 
705,  706,  707,  708.  7U9,  710,  711, 
712,  713,  718,  7^,  ?23,  724,  725, 
726,  788,  789,  817,  818,  819,  820, 

821,  822,  823 
Propo^itimn  to  district  the  city  of 


BalUmore,    198,  199,*  705,  713, 
723.  724,  725,  726.  788.  789.  817. 

818,  819,  820,  821.  822,  829 
Propositions  to  dislflct  the  State  of 
Maryland,    707.  708,    709,   710, 
711,  713,  718,  722.  724,  725,  726, 

818,  819,  820,  821, 022,  823 
Resolutiq^of  Mr.  Jenifer  proTidihg 
for  theVipointmcnt  of  a  commit- 
tee of  diven  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  question  of  the,  195 
RESOLUTIONS.    [See  also  Orciert.] 
Vol.  1. 

By  Mr.  Fiery  providing  for  Erening 
Sessions,  77 

By  Mr.  Sollers  concerning  debate 
on  the  Elective  Franchise,  99 

By  Mr.  Merrick  from  the  commit- 
tee on  Representation,  106 

By  Mr.  Tuck  concerning  Indezesf      114 

By  Mr.  Williams  relative  to  copies 
of  the  Sute  Treasurer's  Report,      126 

By  Mr.  Chambers  of  Kent,  concern- 
ing taxes  on  money  or  debts  due 
by  non-reiiidents,  126 

By  Mr.  Johnson  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of 
Revision,  140 

By  Mr.  Wells  in  favor  of  Haywood, 
Bartlctt  &  Co.,  290 

By  Mr.  Owiuo  as  to  hour  of  meet*- 
ing,  300 

By  Mr.  Mitchell  for  Evening  Ses- 
sions, 300 

By  Mr.  Wells  from  committee  on 
Accounts,  to  pay  certain  accounts,    479 
Vol.  2. 

By  Mr.  Jenifer  providMg  ior  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  seven 
on  the  Representation  Question,      195 

By  Mr.  Bowie  from  the  committee 
on  Printing,  concerning  the  Re-       ^ 
ports  of  the  Debates  ot  the  Con- 
vention, 243 

By  Mr.  Ricaud  concerning  the  Ses- 
sions of  the  Convention.  366 

By  Mr.  Stephenson  for  the  final  ad- 
journment of  the  Convention,  583 

By  Mr.  Buchanan  concerning  the  ^ 
pay  of  the  Pages  of  the  Con?en-  W 
tion,  596 

By  Mr.  Brown  concerning  debate 
on  the  Judiciary  Report,  697 

By  Mr.  Wells  in  'favor  of  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  accounts,  717,  841 

By  Mr.  Brown  regulating  debate 
generally,  758 

By  Mr.  Tuck  concerning  daily  re- 
cess of  the  Convention,  783 

By  Mr.  Ridgi'ly  concerning  the 
transmission  of  tlie  Register  of 
Debates  816 

By  Mr.  Spencer  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Messrs.  Randall  and 
Ware  as  a  committee  to  settle  up 
•  accounts,  in  place  of  the  ezis'tinK 
committee  on  Printing,  836,  860 


^►^. 


r        St  Mr.  Magrair  from  thi  telect 

committee  on  (he  Jouraal  of  Fro- 

ceedinei,  < 

B;  Mr.  WeJUVrom  the  committee 

on  AccoudIs,   in  faror  of  the  Li- 

B;  Mr.  Neil)  from  the  committee 
on  Accounti  in  farac  «f  John  W. 
Eider,  ■«■  I 

i  Bj  Mr.  Howard,  of  thtoln  to  the 

Pr«iidcntof  the  Conrention,  i 

Bj  Mr.  John  Neweomer  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Buohanan,  Preaidebt  pra 
len.  I 

BjMr.  StephenaoD  of  tbuki  to  Mr. 

Blakiitone,  Pniideiit  fn  ItM.  I 

Bj  Mr.  Schlevof  thanki  lo  Meisra. 
RioBud,    Tuak,    Biger,    Brown, 
We«ma,  and  Moipm,  ai   Preai' 
^  denla  pro  Int.  I 

B7  Mr.   Howard   authorizing   the 
'  Pruident  of  the  CoBTenUon   to 

draw  for  luini  due  for  printing 
i       and  reporting,  I 

BjM.  Ridgelj  concemii^ 'the  per 
dint  of  member*  of  the  CooTea- 
tioD,  677 

Bj  Mr.  Spencer  mbslitnte  therefor, 
REVISNUE  B1LL9.     [See  L^fiOeHit  Dt- 

portmtnM 
REVIHION,  Committee  on,  Vol.  I,  1«, 
Vol.  II,  34S,  S48,  S60, 717,  7S9, 816, 
869,  870,  871,   873,  873,  874,  675, 
S77,  878,  879,  889— [the  flaal   Re- 
port of  llie  engrossed  Constitution.] 
RICADD,  JAMES  B.,of  Kent  count;. 
Vol.  1.  _ 

55,  58,  81|(3,  84,  88,  89,  95,  98,  99, 
104,  105,  IM,  269,  993,   305,  335, 

33G,  333,  429,  479 
^Vol.9. 

37,  243,   245,  291.  347,    366,  367, 
497,  595,  700,   737,  739,  741,  742, 

801,  803,  804,  871,  872 
Attorney  General  and  his  Deputic  - 
mark*  on  the  Report  on  the 
of  the.  Vol.  II,  37 

Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vol.  II, 

•Constitution,  remarks  on  Order  concern- 
ing the  printing  and  circulation  of 
oopies  of  the  amended,  Vol.  II,  i 

Elaellte  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

the,  Vol.  I,  58,  84,  39 

Amendment*  to  the.        Vol.  I,  81,  83,  88,  95 
Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  II,  737,  t 
■     Amendments  to  the.      Vol.  II,  700,  737,  E 
LecislaliTe  Report,  amendment  to  the, 

Vol.  I, ; 

Order  concerning  the  bound  copies  of 
die  Register  of  Debates  of  the  Con- 
Tcntion,  Vol.  II,  741,  743 

Report  from   (he  eeiecl  committee' on 

the  Rules,  Vol.  I,  325 

Reporting  of  the  Conrcntion,  remarks 
on  the  Report  of  the  committee  on 
Friating  coneemiog,  V«l.  II,  345 


Re*olutl0Q  concerning  lbs  teasions  of 

the  ConTcnUon,  Vol.  II,  366 

r   RIDER,  JOHN  W.,  (Committee  Clerk,] 

Vol.  II,  S41 
RIDGGLT,   JAMES  L.,  of  Baltimore 

Vol"'"'  '' 

M,  37,56,  65,66,  69,  73,  74,fi0,g7, 
Dl,35.  in,  99,  104,  126,  H9,  157, 
15S,  159,  176.  194,  193,  201,  204, 
2I>6,  907,  20a,  209,  210,  211,  913, 
277,  280,  282,  304,  336,  337,  338, 
340,  355,  367,  381,  395,  397,  400, 
406,  407,  408,  409,  410,  446,  448, 

I  '  457,  474,  479 

Vol.3. 

54,  347, 356, 446,  451, 457,  459, 673, 
680,  581,  584,  591,  603,  604,  606, 
738,  730,  731,  786,  909,  810,  816. 

BI7,  818,  870,  87'4,  875,  877,  890 

Absenleee;  remarks  on  (and  amendment 

to)  reiolution  relating  lo,  Vol.  I,  34 

Baaki,  IJabiliU  of  Dlmctors  and  Stock- 

y  holdenof,  motion  to  suspend  the 
niJe  In  order  to  r«-con*ider  the  TOte 
on  the  amendment  to  the  Lerhla- 
tiTc  Report,  coecerolng  the,  Vol.  II,  870 

Remuki  thereon,  Vol.  II,  870 

Edacatioo,  remark*  on  the  Report  on  the 

subject  of.  Vol.  II,  810 

ElectiTe  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on    ' 
the.    Vol.  I,  37,  ^,  79,  74,  SO,  91,  9S,  97 

Amendment*  to  Ibe,  Vol.  I.  9),  95, 99 

Remarks  on  resolulion  to  eloM  debate 

on  the  finl  sectioD  of  the,  Vol.  1,  56 

Executire  Report,  remark*  dh  the. 

Vol.  I,  474,  479 

Hour  of  meeting.  Order  as  to  Ibe,    Vol.  I,  65 

Remarks  thereon,  Vil.  I,  65,  66 

Howard  countj,  remarks  concernlnE, 

Vol.  I,  847 

Judieiarr  Report,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  H,  580,  681,  584,  591,  7JW,  730,  731 

Amendment!  thereto,  VoL  II,  584,  591, 

603,730 

Legislative  ^Aeport.  remailn  on  the. 
Vol.  1. 177, 280,  982,  336,  337, 338, 
367,  381,  397,  400,  406,  40IM10, 

446,  448,  Vol.  II,  356 

Amendments  to  the.    Vol.  I,  336,  338, 

340,381,397,407,410,448 

Order  eoDceminr  mileage  .to  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  Convention,  Vol.  ]I,  875 

Orders  oonceming  the  publication  of  the 

amended  Constitution,     Vol.11,  875,811 

Prr  dltm  of  the  President  of  llie  Conven- 
tion, remarks  conoerning  the.  Vol.  II,  674 

Pir  Han  of  the  members  of  the  Conrcn- 
tion, resolution  caaeeniing  the. 

Vol.  II.  877 

Remarki  thereon.  Vol.  II,  877 

Petitions  presented  b;,  Vol.  I,  457,  Vol. 

II,  54,  347,  446 

Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  Report 

creating  a  Board  of.       Vol.  11.  451,  459 

Representation  Question,    remarks  on 

the,  Vol.  U,  SI7,  818 


RcMhiUoB  eonemiiiDK  tba  tnnnDUioD 
oT  copiM  of  the  RanilU' of  Debatei , 

Vol.  U,  816 
Ric^li,  KU  at,  ittmmtki  od  lbs,  Vol.  I, 

157,  ise,  U9,  194,  ao],  S04,  aoe, 

907,  908,  3U9,  aiQ,  311,  313,  Vol.  1 

AmcndnMnli  to  tfaa,  Vol.  I,  iWL,  906 

RIGHTS,  BiU  (or  DeaUntioD)  of— de- 

■oltoij  jitcutdon  on  procMding  to 

the  eoniideratioD  of  the,  VoL  I, 

Report  b;  Mr.  Doney  on  the.         Vol.  I,  140 

ConTenUoD  take  It  up.  Vol.  J,  140 

Debate  on  the  Eepoit  od  the,  Vol.  1, 143, 

144,  145,  MS,    147,  190,    191,  199, 

lUy  194,  195,    196,  197,  198,  159, 

16D,  161,  163,    163,  164,  169,  166, 

IffT,  1(8,  16i,    170,  171,  173,  173, 

174,  179,  176,    177,  190,   199,  908, 

931,  999,  939,  Vol.  II,  381, 781,  784 
AmcndmeDto  to  the.  Vol.  I  113,  145. 
ISO,  157.  IW,  150.  no.  1T7.  184. 
166,  i^.  190.  191.  1S3.  194,  195. 
197,  \9S.  V39,  200.  201,  904.  205. 
906,  30».  310,  Q14.  3IS.  31B.  317.  « 
M8,  919.  aai  2W,  225.  336.  930. 
934,  239,  236,    337,  230,  SSS.Vol. 

11.  381    7ei    7d4,  Tea,  787,  1 
Chnreli  PropcrtjipfaTuioiie  ctncMiiiDK, 

.Vol.  1, 916, 917,  318 
Corroption  of  Blood,  Vol.  I.  199.  300. 


ForfeiUrei  of  esteta  for  crime,       VoL  1,  199 
free  Colored  Pop«i]atioD,  provition*  con- 

ceroiDK.  Vol  I,  199.  197, 198 

GoTemmenl,  the  ricbt  to  miter,  refortn, 

or  eboliih  the.  Vol.  1,  143, 157.  198. 

159,  ITO,  177,  184,186 
KnovMn.  he.,  propoeitioni  concerning 

the  £fl'inion  of,  Vol.  I.  919, 33 

0*thi  (or  iffirinitUmi,)  menner  of  ad- 

minislerins.  Vol.  I,  918 

Prevnbln,  the.  Vol.  I,  935, 336, 938. 339, 

Vol.  II.  784,  785,  788 
PollTexei,  Vol.  1,  — 

Rcligiout  TmIi,  Vcd.  1,  906,  908,  910, 


inother.  Vol.  1, 145,  150 

Tiutiofi  of  FropertT,  VoL  I,-  187,  936, 

930,  334,  335 
RIGHTS  RETAINED.     [See  Si^Jm,  KU 

ROADS,  auperiiion  of,  Vol.  II,  741 

ROOT.-E.,  Superintendent  of  Public  Id- 
■Irucfion  in  the  Stale  of  Wiiconiin, 

Vol.  I,  177 
RULES. 
VoL  1. 

Notice*  to  ameBd  17tb,  S7. 67,  76 

Noliee*  to  emend  93d,  SB,  76,  77 

Order  lOMndinK  17th  Rule,  98 

Order  of  Mr.  Brent  of  Baltinore 
cit;,  relative  to  the  Rule*,  104 

;  Hi*  MbtUuite  ther^fDr,  104 


Hr.  BlefctiUNie'i  Order  to  prtet  the 

Rule), 
Hr.  Blahiitone's  notice  of  motion  to 

change  17th,  aud  to  retcind  99th 

Rule, 


Hi*  notiiS- to  amend  laid  Rule,  9( 

Mr.  Sollen'  motion  to  appoint  a 
committee  upon  the  Rulei,  and 
debate  thereon,  390, 393,  31 

Mr.  Rkaud'a  Report  from  the  te- 
kot  committee  on  Rule*,  335,  X 

Air.  Mocnn'i  notice  of  motion  lo 
amend  sad  Rule,  relating  lo  no- 
tiooi  to  re-coniider,  S> 

Hii  motion  therefor,  3f 

Mr,  Chamber*'  of  Kent,  Ttotiee  of 
motion  lo  recontider  9U  Rule, 
relatini  lo  motiofla  to  re-coo*lder,    51 

Hi*  motion  therein-,  9i>T,  S 

Mr.  Doney**  ameodmenl  to  17th 
RtUe,  91S,  5! 

VoL  a. 

Hr.  Bowie**  notice  of  additional 
Rule  limiting  the  time  of  *peaking, 

Hr.  Hoivard'*  notice  of  motion  to 
■mend  93d  Rule.  goTemlos  mo- 
tion* to  re-coniider,  630, 643,  697, 71 
.  Mr.  Tbawlej*!  amendmenla  to  the 
Rulei :  lal.  Prohibiting  Hembera 
■landing  oyer  the  Clerk'*  dcik 
during  the  call  of  the  jea*  and 
naj*.    ad.  Concersing  motioD  to 


RULES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  COURTS 

or  RECORD.    [See  Ugitlst^    « 
DtfaitmtiU.] 


SAPPINGTON,  JOHN,  of  Harford  coun- 

_^  IT,  VoL  I.  36,  158,  319.  449,  478, 

479,  489,  494,  495,  VoL  II,  13.  345, 

330,  6U1,  6IS,  T41 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee  in  re> 
laUon  to  the  reduction  of  CIcrki, 
kc..  to  the  CoorentioD,  Vol.  ],  494 

SALES,  fotred,  VoL  1,449.  Vol.  II,  758,  761 
[Bee  alio,  TlUe.  UfbUtivt  Dtparl- 
mml,  itetn,  Execution.] 
SCENE,  an  Impreuive.  Vol.  I,  409 

SCHLEY,    GEUKGE,    of     Waibington 

87,  159.  aas,  S35,  S66.  993,  395, 
304i  307.  309.  311,  390.    3ai,  383, 

398,  339,  340,  401,  447,    519,  546, 
Vol.9. 

9,  15, 16, 20.  SI,  29, 93, 91  31, 334, 
337,  398.  409,  403,  406,  415,  496, 
435,  438,  441,  443,  445,  448,  i50,         , 


626,  663,  712,  143,  745,  8H,  838, 

867,  87^,  874 
AUanMj  General  and  hit  Deputies,  ce^ 
mirki  OD  ihe  Report  concern ing 
the.  Vol.  I,  546,  Vol.  II,  9 

Elective  Fr«Dcliiie  Report,  amendment 

to  the.  Vol.  I,  87 

Judiciary  Report,  remarlu  on  ihe, 

Vol.  II,  583,  617,  633,  636 
Ameodmenti  thereto,  Vol.  II,  583,  617, 

743,  745 
.    LcgiilaliTe  Report,  remark)  op  the. 

Vol.  1, 366,  395,  307,  309,  311,  320, 
331,  3S3,  336,  339, 340,  447,  Vol.  U, 

337,663 
Amendment  to  the.  Vol.  1,  304,  309, 

330,  33S,  Vol.  II,  334 
Militia,  amsndment  to  the  Report  on  the. 

Vol.  LI,  811 
Ptr  ditm  of  the  Freaident  of  the  ConTen- 
tiOD,  remarka  on  the  Order  concem- 
iaathe.  Vol.  II,  838,  874 

Public  works,  remarks  on  the  Report 
creating  a  Board  of,  Vol.  II,  398, 
409,  403,  406,  436,  435,  438,  441, 

448.  450 
Ameodmenli  to  the  Report,  Vol.  II,  415, 

443,  445, 450 
Repreaeatation  Queilion,  remarks  on 

the.  Vol.  1, 119,  Vol.  II,  16,  30, 3J,  32,  34 
Amendmenli  lo  the  Report  on  the. 

Vol.  II,  30, 93,  34.  37,  719 
Resolution  of  thanks  to  aereral  gentle- 
men irhobad  officiated  aa  Presidents 
pro  fern,  of  the  Convention,     Vol.  II,  873 
Rights,  BiU  of,  remarks  on  the.  Vol.  I, 

f  159,335 

Amendments  (o  (lie,  Vol.  I,  335 

SCHOOL  FUND.   [See  EdaealUm.] 
SCHOOLS,  Public.     [See  EJueaiion.} 
SEATS,  Committee  to  arrange,  Vol.  1, 307 

SECESSION,  Right  of  anj  portion  of  Cbe 
people  of  the  Stale  to,  Vol.  I,  145, 

,        150,  Vol.  II,  851 
SECRETARY  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 

[See  Brcwtr.  George  G.l 
SECRETARY   OF    STATE,  Prorislons 
concerning  the  election,  term  of  of- 
Ace,  duties,  &c.,  of  the.    Vol.  I,  493,  498 
SECURITIES  FOR  DEBTS,  &c..  Vol.  II, 

753,854 
SELLMAN,  JOHN  8.,  of  Anne  Arundel 
count;.  Vol.  t,  80,  RI,  90.  919,  350, 
394,  336,  419,  Vol.  II,  356,  570,  64J,  705 
Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  on 

tbe.  Vol.  I,  80  90 

I^egisUliTe    Report,   remarks    on    the. 

Vol,  I,  250,  Vol.  II,  356 
Amendment  lo  the.  Vol.  ],  394 

Order  ccocerning  tbe  expenses  of  the 

Tobacco  Inspection,  Vol.  T,  336 

Petitions  presented  by,  Vol.  I,  419,  Vol.  II,  641 
SENATORIAL  DISTRICTS.      See  U- 


SENATORS,  United  Slates,  eleetloD  of-' 
rflM  r.»itJ«lin  Deptrtmml  1 

jf  the  CONVEJJTION, 
Proposition*  for  Evening,  Vol.  I,  77, 
SOU,  Vol.  n,  176, 329,  614, 641,  643, 

663,  753,  783 
SESSIONS  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

[See  Legitlallvt  Departmrnl.] 
SHERWOOD,  C,  of  Talbot  county,  Vol.  H,  131 
SHERWOOD,  GEORGE  W.,  of  Balti- 
more city,  Vol.  I,  434,  549,  Vol.  II, 
13,  53, 136, 176,720,  733,  727,  775,  875 
Attorney  General  and  bis  Deputies,  re- 
marla  on  tbe  Report  concerning  the 
office  of  the,  Vol.  I,  549,  Vol  U,  13 

LeriilatiTe  Report,  remark*  on  the.  Vol.  1, 434 
Fetititioiu  presented  by.  Vol.  II,  176,  737 
RepresBDtati«iQueatian,t«iaarkBontbe, 

Vol.  11,  X26,  720,  775 
BHOWEB,  JACOB,  of  Carroll  county. 
Vol.  I,  41,  983, 994,  Vol.  II,  36. 37, 

59,  64,  100,  144.  150 


.  ...  i.  400.  m,  49J,  i-iG,  506, 
507, 519, 520,  521,  533,  548.  Vol.  II, 
9,  10, 11,  13. 15.  53,  176.  ISt,  187, 
343,  991,  355,  367,  3T9,  492,  531, 
550,  570,  581,  589,  593,  594,  S9S, 
637,  700,  730,  735,  743,  117.  811, 

818,  847,  b4c<.  854,  665,  667,  874 
Atlorney  Oenetsl  «.nd  bi!<  Depulies,  re- 
port on  tbe  office  of  the.  Vol.  I,  983 
Bemarki  thereon.  Vol.  1,  383,  519,  590. 

531,  533,  548,  Vol.  II,  9,  10, 15,391 
Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  II,  9,  10,  11 

Executive  Report,  remarks  on  tbe. 

Vol.  I,  490.  494 
Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  (hep  Vol.  II,  735 
Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  II,  589,  593, 

595,  700,  735,  743,  747 
Militia,  ameodment  to  the  Report  on  tbe, 

VoL  II.  814 
Order  concemingthe  absence  of  Mr.  Bi- 

■er.  Vol  11,730 

Ptr  Am  of  the  President  of  the  Con* 
ventioD,  amendment  to  the  order 
concerning  the,  Vol.  II,  S74 

Petitions  presented  by.  Vol.  I,  371,  496, 

Vol.  II,  176.  531,  570 
SLAVES,  Older  of  Mr.  Randall  concern- 
ing the  relative  increase  or  diminu- 
tion of.  Vol.  I,  207 
SMITH,  SAMUEL  P.,  of  Allegany  county. 

57,  148, 343, 384,  394, 300, 307, 308, 
325,  398,  339,  356,  430,  491,  496, 

506,507 

Vol.  a. 

5,  9, 78, 173, 186, 323,  248, 249, 253, 
329,  332,  333,  334,  338,  396,  403, 
413,  416,   440,  577,  641,  705,  799, 

805,  807,  810, 819,  839,  856,  858 

Alkfrtny  Count;,  Report  conceroins  the 

division  of.  Vol.  I,  356 

BemaHn  thereon.         Vol.  U,  948,  S49,  952 


AttoTMf  General  and  his  brputlci, 
unendmenl  to  tbe  Report  oon- 
eerninglha  office  orih«,  Vol.11,  9 

CooDtiei,  new,  Order  proiidiM;  for  ttio 
upointmeol  of  m  committee  on  the 
•object  of,  Vol.  I,  943 

EducatioD,  Report  from  the  committee 

on  the  lubject  of.  Vol.  I,  339 

Reuarlu  thereon,    Vni.  I,  339,  Vol.  II, 

805,  607,  eiO 

Electire  FrutebJee  Report,  remark*  on 
the,'  Vol.11,  858 

RemaHi*  on  retolutioo  termimling  de- 
bale  on  the  fital  leeUon  of,       Vol.  I,  ST 

Executire  Report,  remarkt  on  the, 


Judiciary  Report,  remarfci 


Vol.  1,  <91 
on  the. 

Vol.  ir,  S77,  799 
OD  the, 
430,  Vol.  II,  33S,  333, 


LieenKi,  remarkioa  the  Report  (torn 
theielecl  commillee  on,         Vol.  II,  8! 

Order  td  print  the  Taiioui  plan*  relating 
to  Ibe  Repretentation  Quettion,  * 

Vol.  I,  4! 

PeUtioni  presented  hj.  Vol.  I,  31 

Public  Worka,  remarki  on  the  Report 
creatinE  a  Board  of,   Vol.  U,  396, 

403,413,44 

Reportiogof  the  CanrenlioD,  temarki 
oalbe.  Vol. II,  419,430,4! 

BepreientatioD  Qoection,  remarks  on 
the.  Vol.  I,  284,  Vol.  11,  : 

Ameodmentt  to  Uie  Report  on  the.  Vol. 

II,  173, 1( 
SOLLER5,  A.  R.,  of  Cahert  eouDtj. 

Vol.  1. 

38,  45,  46, 57,  60, 69, 64,  65,  76,  77, 
83,86,98,99,  100,  101,  106,  171, 
307,  230,  991,  990,  391,  893,  377, 
$78,  381,  383,  383,  433,  435,  436, 
437,  443,  443,  460,  465,  466,  474, 
477.  478, 479, 480,  481,  48S,  486,  4E 

Vol.  a. 

144,  148,  153,  ISS.  163,  166,  171, 
lift,  174,  301,  9H,  319,  993,  943, 
261.  964.  359,  360,  Sf.l.  3G-2.  363, 
372;-373,  374,  375,  379,  3S4,  385, 
367,  388,  505,  513,  5H,  531,  538, 
S51.  5S7,  565,  577,  75B,  761,  763, 
763,  7«,  766,  799.  793,  795,  796, 

797,  798,  SOa,  803,  604,  905,  81 

Abaenleee,  remarka  on  Uie  Order  rela- 
tiTe  to.  Vol".  I,  i 

Amendment  thereto,  Vol.1,  4 

Civil  OScen,  remarics  on  Ihe  Report 
concerning  the  appointment  and 
tenure  of  office  of  cerlain,      Vol,  II,  8; 

Constitution,  remarki  on  the  Order  con- 
eeminit  Ihe  printing  and  eireulalion 
ofcnpiei  of  Ihe  amsndrd,      Vol.  II,  8( 

Substilule  therefor.  Vol.  11,  B( 

ComtitutioD,  Report  from  the  committee 
on  future aneiidmeDtB  and  rerisions 
oflfae.  Vol.  II,  9£ 

Renwka  thereon.  Vol.  II,  360,  361, 369, 

963, 379, 373,  374, 375,  864,  3E 


Ameadmenli  thereto.     Vol.  II,  379,  3P4,  3f  8 
Elcclire    FrBDrhise     Report,    remarks 
thereon,   Vol.  I,  9tj,  60,  69,  64.  ^6, 

100,  101 
Amendmenlii  thereto,  Vol.  1,  100 

Eieculive  Report,    remarks  on  the. 
Vol.  I,  465,  466,  478.  479,  480,  481, 

485,  466,  46B,  Vol.  II,  314, 319 
Amendments  thereto.       Vol.  1,  474.  479,  480 
Judiciary   Repr.rt,    remark i   on   the. 
Vol.  II,  513, 538, 565. 577, 793. 793, 

795, 796,  797,  798, 803, 603 
Amendments  thereto.  Vol.  U,  505,  513, 

'514,  557 
Legiilitire   Report,  remarks  en  the. 
Vol.  I,  377.  378,  381,  383,  383,  439, 
435, 436,  443,  Vol.  11, 361,  364,  761, 

763,  763,  764 
Ameodments  thereto.  Vol.  I,  381,  437, 

Vol.  [1,  761,  7G9, 766 
Mitchell,  James  S.,  Order  relative  to 

Ihe  case  of.  Vol.  II,  901 

Report  from  the  Select  Commillee  ap- 
pointed on  the  cue  of,  Vol.  II,  591 
Remarks  tberron.  Vol.  U,  531 
Officers,  State,  remarki  on  Mr.  Dorscj's 
proposition  requiring  thoM  whose 
anouat    compensation  exceeds  the 
sum  ofU.UUO  to  refund  the  excess 
into  Ihe  Treasury,                   Vol.  II,  614 
RegistT?  Law,  remarks  on  Ihe,        Vol.  1,  65 
Repreicnltilion  Question,  remarks    on 

Uic,      Vol   I,  1U6,  449,  Vol.  II,  163,  173 
Amendments  to  the.  Veil.  11,  163,  171 

Rules,  notice  of  motion  to  amend  the  33d, 

Vol.  I,  57 
Remarks  thereon,  Vol.  I,  76,  77 

btotiDQ  to  appoint  a  eocamittce  to  ex-' 
amine  the,  ^  Vol.1,  990 

SPENCEK,   WILLIAM    A.,   of  Queen 
Anne's  county. 
Vol.  1. 

41,46,51.  j'i.  56.  ca,  7*  75,76  80, 
84,  87.  68,  'JO,  fll.  93,  97,  9a,  99. 
100,  101,  1(17  109,  11  113,  15,  - 
116,  118,  IlftMM  33.  26,  130, 
133.  134,  I37^3d.  3%  ISO,  157, 
158.  163,  174.  75,  SO.  16S,  193, 
194,  203,  2(J4.  919  335,  237  934, 
339,  951,  355,  3fi2.  367  2lie,  269, 
278,  980,  3SI  2^3,  Set*,  389  394, 
396,  297.  301,  304,  305,  306,  307, 
311,  313,  313,  316,  390,  391,  329, 
333,  334,  335,  336,  337,  338.  340, 
3J2,  346.  352,  353,  354,  366,  372, 
373,  415,  419,  423,  434,  496,  430, 
439,  434,  435,  436,  437,  449,  445, 
446,  44ij,  45U,  4.'>5.  457,  456,  459, 
461,  463,  465,  466,  468,  469,  471, 
474,  475,  477,  481.  483.  483.  485, 

503,  533,  535,  544,  546 
Vol,  9, 

6.7,  10,11,13,15,  16,  36,52,  54, 
77,  99.  131,  150,  169,  174,  177.  160, 
183,  1B7,  195,  199,  200,  904,  341, 
299,  371,  375,  379,  380,  383,  445, 
446.  4J8.  453,  457,  466,  485.  466, 
487,  499,  5U0,  501,  507,  511,  519, 


S13,  591,  599,  531,  538,  540,  541, 
549,  Hi,  549,  550,  551,  554,  557, 
SM,  SS3,  668,  570,  573.  576,  579, 
5B0,  581,  569,  586,  56T,  588,  591, 
593,  595,  598,  604,  605,  606,  G07, 
608,  603,  613,  614,  615,  616,  618, 
619,  693,  633,  634,  625,  636,  631, 
03:2,  GTi  641,  64S,  654,  655,  657, 
697.  7UI.  7(t3,  706,  710,  711,  730, 
794.  TM.  79fl.  730,  731,  733,  734, 
73S,  738.  7  Id,  747,  754,  763,  764, 
765.  766,  767.  BOl,  803,  804,  808, 
619,  815,  ei6.  818,  893,  833,  836, 
fm.  645,  Bi6.  849,  853,  853,  860, 
Ml.  869,  863.  864,  867,  Bse,  869^ 
870,  8T3,  673,  875,  876.  877,  876, 

881,  883,  885,  666 

Attome;  Ocaeral  and  bli  Deputiei,  ra- 
m«rki  OD  Ihe  Report  on  the  oScb 
of  Uw,  Vol,  I,  532,  535,  544,  546, 

Vol.  II,  6,  7,  10,  11,  13,  15.  993,  548 

Amendment  to  Ihe  Report,  Vdl.  II,  11 

Baaki.  remarkt  on  Ibe  motion  to  auipend 
the  Rule  lo  re-coniider  the  rote  on 
the  unendment  to  the  IicglslBtive 
Report,  concerning  the  indiTidual 
liability  of  Dincton  and  Stockhold- 
era  of.  Vol.  II, 

CitU  Officen.  remarks  on  the  Report 
concerning  the  appoitilment  and 
tenureofoffioeof certain.    Vol.  11, 

845,846 

Conatilntion,  remarki  on  the  Report  con- 
cernloS  future  amendmeDt*  to  the. 

Vol.  K,  371,375,  379,  363 

Cooatitulion,  remarlu  on  the  Order  con- 
^  cemins  the  prioling  and  olrotilation 
of  copies  of  the  amended.       Vol.  II,  604 

Amendment  thei;eto.  Vol.  U,  604 

Conatitutlon,  Orden  re ipe cling;  the  pub- 
lication and  distribution  of  the 
amended.  Vol.  II,  875, 677 

Constitution,  remarks  on  the  reipeetiTO 

Orden   concernine    the   t~ 
fr      copj  of  the  amendad,  Vol. 

V  an,  885,  886 

Constitution,  motion   lo  r«-commit  lb« 
.    ensrotsed  cop;  of  the  amended, 

VoL  U,  833 

Debatei  of  theCoovenlion,  remarks  coo- 
eerning  the  raporU  of.  Vol.  II,  668. 


i,  873,  S 


Remarks  on  the  Order  eo'neeming  the 
bound  copies  of  the  Register  of. 

Vol.  II,  749 

Education,  remarks  on  the  Report  onlhe 

subject  of.  Vol.  II,  808 

ElectJTe  rranchise  Report,  remarks  on 
the,  Vol.  1,41,51,59,69,74,80,84, 

87,  SS,  90,  99,  97,  100,  Vol.  II,  8li9 

Amendments  thereto.  Vol,  1,  51,  53,  67, 
91,  93, 97, 99, 100,  101,  Vol.  II, 860. 

861,  664 

Remarks  on  the  resolution  to  close  de- 
bate on  the  first  section  of  ttie.  Vol.  I,  56 

Erening  Sessions,  remarla  on  the  Order 
OMKeming,  Vol.  II,  177,  641 


enmned 
.  1I,8T9, 


Eseeulive  Iftpart,  remarks  on  tbe,  VtA.  I, 
457,  458,  459,  461,  463,  465,  466, 
468,  469,  471,  474;   475,  477,  489, 

46S,  503,  Vi^.  U,  304 

AmeDdments  Iheretoi  Vol.  1,  461,  465, 

Vol.  II,  914 

Judioiarj  Report,  remarksonthe.Vol.I, 
199,  Vol.  II,  466,  iSi,  487,499.  500, 
507,  511,  519,  513.  523,  531,  538, 
540,  541.  549.  554,  557,  558,  563, 
566,  5T0,  579,  576,  579,  580.  581, 
S86,  .^7.  591.  593,  598,  604,  600, 
619,  614,  615.  618,  619,  635,  631. 
639.  G3T,  641.  649,  6S4,  SS5,  657, 
701,  798,  729,  730,   731,  734,  735,   , 


591,  593,  598,  604,   608,  614,  615, 
616,  623,  635,  636,   637,  654,   657, 

738,  734,  738.  749,  747,  816 

Mllcbell,  Jamea  8.,  remarks  relatire  to 

tb«  case  of.  Vol.  II,  341,  551 

Amendmeiit  to  tho  Report  in  the  case  of. 

Vol.  II,  551 

Legi^atiTE  iUuorl,  rpmarks  on  the. 
Vol.  ],  ■iil.  JSJ.  Sti,  369,  978,  980, 
989,  9S!),  'iH.  -a^K^  301,  303,  306, 
307,  311,  :!l-i.  :il3,  316,  390,  331, 
333,  334,  33(j,  IlilT,  340.  343,  346, 
359,  3.>3.  35i,  mi  415,  419,  433, 
434,  42H,  r.f2,  434,  438,  449;  445, 
446,   iiS,  Vol.  II.  606,   60T,    608, 

763,  764,  766,  TS7,  853 

Amendments  to  tbe.  Vol.  1, 951, 367, 968, 
969,  380,  381,  383,  994,  996,  319, 
330,  335,  337,  338,   340,  435,   436, 

437,  443,  445,  Vol.  II,  766,  761  ' 

Ptr  dwiB  of  Ibe  Members  aod  Officen  of 

tbe  ConTcntioo,  Vol.  II,  877 

Printer  to  the  CtuiTentioo,  remarks  on 
the  Report  concerning  the  parment 
of  additiffiial  sums  la  the.       Vol.  II,  550 

Printing,  &c.,  resolution  providing  for 
tbe  appointment  of  Messrs.  Randall 
and  Ware  lo  settle  up  accouats  in 
place  of  the  existing  committee  on. 

Vol.  U,  836 

Public  Works,  remarks  on  tbe  Report 
cieatiDg  a  Board  of.  Vol.  II,  445, 

448, 457 

Repressntalion  Question,  remarkt  oi< 
the,  Vol.  I,  107,  111,  116,  119,  130, 
.133, 134,  373,  449,  Vol.  II,  18,  36, 
77,  169,  174, 195,  300, 548, 711,  790, 

794, 8ia 

AnMudment  to  the  Report  on  tbe,  Vol.  II,  174 

MotioD9|o  re-commit  Mr.  Merrick**  Re- 

pornin  the,  Vol.  1.  109,  119 

RighU,  BiU  of,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  I, 
163,  174,  175,  180,  Iti6,  193,  194, 

303,  904,  395, 334 

Amendments  thereto,  Vol.  I,  133. 194 

Rulee,  remarks  on,  anwnding  the  33d, Vol.  1, 76 

Treasury  Department,  rem«rks  on  tbe 

Report  on  the,'  Vol.  II,  815 

SFRIOO,  SAMUEL,  of  Pnnce  George's 

OOUDtf. 
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113,  263,  966,  393,  300,  303.  306, 

306,  309,  319,  336,  338,  453 

107,  314,  348,  330,  336,  366,  596, 

636,  818,  865 
bucutiTe  Department,  Mibstitute  for  the 
Report  of  the  Gommlttee  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  453 
Amendment  to  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Vol.  II,  214 
egiilatiTe  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  I,  303, 336,  Vol.  II,  330,  336 
UneodmenU  thereto.  Vol.  I,  263,303, 

306,  308,  309,  336,  338,  Vol.  H,  330 
Older  for  compensation  to  certain  offi- 
een  of  the  ConTeotion  for  extra 
senriees,  Vol.  II,  865 

Representation  Question,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  II,  107 

*ATE  OF  MARYLAND,  Propositions 
to  district  the.  Vol.  II,  707, 708, 709, 
710,  711,  713,  718,  722,  724,  725, 

726,  818,  819,  820,  821,  822,  933 

'ATE,  Counsel  for  the.    [See  JiUtfmey 

Gmcrel] 
ATE,  B(ap  of  the.    [See  Jtfsp.] 

'ATE,  Means  for  the  defence  of.  [See 
Title,  UgiiUHve  Depmrtment,  item. 
Credit  of  the  SUte.] 

TATE,  Secretary  of,  propositioqs  con- 
cerning the  term  of  office,  salary, 
daties  of  the,     dkc.,  Vol.  I,  493,  494, 498 

rEPHENSON,  W.B.,  of  Harford  county. 

VoLl. 

.   57, 83,  149, 216,  217,  305, 311,  319, 

329,  387,  410 
VoL9. 

145,  172,  176,  177,  179.  180,  187, 
S36,  269,  329,  367,  379,  513,  550, 
552,  583,  588,  641,  700,  727,  731, 
736,  738,  740,  741,  742,  749,  751, 
762,  766,  769,  783,  814,  841,  867, 

•  871,  874 
Cooititution,  amendment  to  the  Report 
coDceming  future  changes  of  the. 

Vol.  II,  379 
Qeeti?e  Franchise  Report,  amendment 

to  the.  Vol.  I,  79 

Etening  Sessions,  Order  concerning, 

Vol.  II,  329 
fndiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the,' 

.    Vol.  II,  512,  749 

Isendments  to  the,    Vol,  II,  512,  552, 

700,  731,  736,  738,  740,  749,  751 
ijedslatiTe  Report,  remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  387.  Vol.  II,  762 
kmeadments  to  the.    Vol.  I,  305,  311, 

387,  Vol.  II,  762,  766 
fiUtia,  amendment  to  the  Report  on  the, 

•    Vol.  II,  814 

Mer  concerning  the  limitation  of  Char- 
ters to  Corporations,  and  altering 
or  rcToking  the  same,  VoL  I,  82 

Mer  concerning  the  hour  of  meeting  of 
the  ConTentioD,  Vol.  1, 149, 158 


Order  ooneeming  the  absence  of  Mr. 

Sappington,  Vol.  II,  741 

Representation  Question,  amendment  to 

the  Reoort  on  the.  Vol.  U,  145 

Resolution  for  the  final  adjournment  of 

the  Confentioo,  Vol.  II,  583 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Blakistone, 

President  pro  tern,  of  the  CoAvention, 

Vol.  U,  871 
STEWART,  DAVID,  of  Baltimore  city. 
VoLl. 

104,  130,  131,  138,  177,  186,  191, 

300,2322,  355,  480,  486 
Vol.  2.  .*--».» 

17,  34,  148,  149,150,  165,  237,  243, 
245,  521,  550,  611,  630,  637,  638, 
639,  649,  650,  651,  653,  654,  657, 
658,  722,  727,  733,  741,  753,  753, 
754,  783,  816,  838,  849,  854,  857, 

861,  863,  876,  877 

ElectlTe  Franchise  Report,  remarks  oo 

the,  Vol.  II,  857 

Amendment  to  the.        Vol.  II,  857,  861,  863 

Ezectttlye  Report,  remarka  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  480 

Explanation  concerning  the  action  of 
the  committee  on  Printing,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extra  copies  or  the  Jour- 
nal, Vol.  I,  130, 131 

Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the. 
Vol.  U,  630, 638, 639,  649,  651,  658, 

727,  752,  753,  754 
Amendments  thereto.  Vol.  II,  630,  637, 

650,  653,  654,  657,  658,  733,  752,  754 
Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

VoL  1, 322 

Order  to  pay  the  Printers  and  Reporten,  ^ 

Vol.  I,  104 

Per  diem  of  the  President  of  the  ConTcn- 
tion,  remarks  on  the  Order  con- 
cerning the.  Vol.  II,  838 

Petitions  presented  by,  Vol.  II,  741,  816 

Printer  to  the  Convention,  Report  from 

the  committee  on  Printing,  with  oi^       ^ 
der  to  pay  additMal  sums  to  the. 

Vol.  n,  550 

Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  U,  550 

Reporting  of  the  Convention,  remarks 
on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing  concerning  the,  Vol.  11, 

243,  245,  417,  424 

Remarks  on  the  Order  of  Mr.  Howard 
authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Convention  to  draw  for  sums  due 
for  the  printing.  Vol.  II,  676 

STEWART,  THOMAS  R.,  of  Caroline 
county. 

Vol.  1. 

55,  57, 63.  78,  101,  103,  108,  151, 
153,  154,  305,  306,  307,  308,  309, 
311,  312,  313,  314,  316,  317,  320, 

329,  374,  375,  381,  384,  400,  401 
.  Vol.  2. 

34,  40,  79,  288,  290,  335,  337,  484, 

518,  751,  805,  814,  882,  884 
Adjournment,  remarks  on,  VoL  II,  883 


CoDitilutlon,  remirki  on  the  Order  cod- 
ceming  tho  engrossed  ebpj  of  Ihe 
amended,  Vol.  11, 

OoDilitution,  lubstitute  Order  concern- 
ing the  printing  and  circulation  of 
copies  9f  thv  amendeil,  Vol.  II,  80S 

Elective  Franchise  Report,  recnacte  on 

ihe.  Vol.  I,  63,  101 

Amendment  to  the,  Vol.  I,  101 

Remark!  oa  the  resolution  to  cloM  de- 
bate OD  tilts  first  section  of  the,  Vol.  I,  57 

Evening  Sessions  of  the  Conrention,  re- 
narks  on  the  resolution  concerning. 

Vol.  I,  78 

Judicial;  Report   remarks  on  the. 

Vol.  II,  751 

Legisletite  Report,  retnarki  on  the. 
Vol.  1,  305,  306. 307,  313,  313,  3M, 
316,  317,  390,  381,  384.  400,  401, 

Vol.11,  288,290,335,337 

Amendmenta  to  the,    Vol.  1,  305,  308, 

309,  311,  312, 381. 400,  401,  Vol.  11,  390 

Offiorrs,  Stale,  amendment  to  Mr.  Dor- 
ler's  proposition  concerning  those 
whose  salaries  exceed  (3,000,  Vol.  II,  814 

Order  concerning  the  ablence  of  Mr- 
Carter,  Vol.  II,  484 

Reporting  of  the  CoaveotioD,  remarks 

Dooceming  the.  Vol.  II,  4S1 

Representation  Question,    remark!    on 

the.  Vol.  I,  108,  374,  Vol.  II,  34,  40,  79 

Motion  lo  re-commit  Mr.  Merrick's  Re- 
port, Vol.  I.  109 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the,   Vol.  I, 

151. 159, 154 
BUPBRl^SORSOFROADS.  [SeeKaadi. 
SffPEKlOR  COURTS.     [See  Jui^my.} 


ITS,  (religious)  p%o 
ing,  Vol.  I,  306,  308,  210,  314,  315, 

9: 
ic  countj. 


916,3 


THAWLEY.  JOHN,  of  Carolin. 
VoUI. 

136,  130,  409,  4 
Vol. «. 

245,  415,  416,  6)8,  630,  G9I,  643, 
737,  768,  B03,  861,  864,  865,  867. 

868,8 
Debates  ortheCoorenlion,  remarks  con- 
cerning the  Reports  of  the,  Vol,  II,  8 
ConTcntion,  substitiite  for  the  Order  of 
Mr.  Bowie  for  compensation  for  ex- 
tra serriees,  to  certain  officers  of 
the.  Vol.  II,  8 

.    Judieiu?  Report,  amendment  to  the. 

Vol.  II,  7 
Legialatire  Report,  ameodments  to  the, 

Vol.  I,  403,  4 
Order  relaliTe  to  exlra  copies  of  the 
Journal,  VoL  I,  136,  1 


Reporter,  (official)  motion  to  re-consider 
the  TOte  of  the  ConTention  on  tbe 
Report^and  Resoljtioo  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Printing  in  favor  of  Ihe, 

Vol.  II,  ■ 
lUmarks  thereon.  Vol.  II,  ' 

Rtiles,  amendment  to  the.  Vol.  11,  I 

THANKS  OFTHECOffVENT10N,lo— 
The  President  thereof.  Vol.  II,  I 

Mr.   Buchanan,   President  pre  ttm-, 

VoL  n,  I 
Mr.  Blakistone,  President  pro  im.. 

Vol.  II,  ( 
Messrs.  Ricaud,  Tuck,  Kser,  Brawn, 
Wmdu,  and  Morgan,  Presidents  pr 


>rU,  I 


Vol 
THOMAS,    FRANCIS,    of    Frederick 

Vol.  l"°  '' 

89,83,99,  105,  10^1,    lO,  lH 

115,  137, 138,  m,  aoo,  ao4,  aos, 

306,  319,  330,  239,  234,  237,  257, 

9S9,  267,  268,  36y,  2d6,  SaS,  295, 

396,  297,  399,  3UD,  301,  303.  303, 

305,  308,  314,  317,  31!),  321.  323, 

326,  328,  329,  33(1,  331,  34G,  348, 

351,  353,  357,  g.-iS,  36U,  369,  373, 

374,  385,  387.  3H!),  395,  396,  397, 

399,  419,  430,  424,  435,  426,  439, 
430,  437,  449,  459,  *60, 
Vol.9. 

132,  14.1,  48,  152,  172,  178,  180, 

ISl    iSa.  ^3,  1S7,  197   900,  311, 

915,  316,  an  218,  220.  S2C.  237, 

940,  246,  247,  248,  549.  251,  253, 

954,  25,'i,  256,  37,^,  279,  3SI,  28S. 

391,  360,  366,  367,  381,  388,  389, 

399,  393,  3»4,  395,  396,  435,  443, 

443,  445,  446,  443,  450,  453,  454. 

455,  456,  484,  485.  521,  525,  537, 

54i.  543,  573,  578,  5«),  581   583, 

589,  593,  598,  599,  601,  614.  655. 

■      657,  660,  661,  662,  698,  699.  705. 

706,  707,  708,  7J0,  718,  719.  732. 

794,  725,  726,  731.  813,  819,  890. 

835,  H4G,  84y,  r-511,  iSSl,  852,  853,    . 


i6  m,  y 


Alleganj  County,  remarks  on  ihe  Re- 
port  ooncemiog  the  division  of, 

Vol.11,  949, 951, 353,  S 

Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  II,  S 

Civil  Officers,  remarks  on  the  Report 
concerning  the  appointment  and 
tenure  of  certain.  Vol.  U,  i 

Constitution,  remarks  on  the  motion  to 
re-consider  the  vote  on  the  Article 
prescribing  the   mode   of  altering 


the, 


Vol.  I 


Constilutioa,  remarks  on  the  Report  con- 
cerning future  changes  of  the. 

Vol.  II,  360,366,367,31 

Debates  of  the  Convention,  remarks  con- 
cerning the  reports  of  the.      Vol.  II,  8' 

Evening  Sessions,  remarlu  on  the  Order 
relative  to,  Vol,  U,  1' 

Ezeoutive   Report,  remarks  on   Ihe, 
Vol.  1,  457,459,  460,  Vol.  II,   311, 

315,  SIS,  317, 918,  996,  2 


AmeDlawnb  Ovnto,   Vol.  I,  460,  505, 

Vol.  li,  ai5.  3S6 
EipliDatioD,  penooal,  Vol.  I,  299 

Juile\arj  Report,  remarks  on  tha, 
Vol.  II,  aoo,  485,535, 537, 541,  549, 
573,  5TS,  580,  5H3,  589,  598.  599, 

601,  655,  657,  660,  661,  663, 731 
AmendmenU  theralo,  Vol,  11,  537.  573, 

578,  5S0,  660,  661,  663,  696 
LensialiTe  Report,  remarks  on  the. 
Vol.  I,  357.  353,  283. 395,  301,  3U3, 
305,  314,  317,  319,  331,  323,  339, 
330,  331,  346,  348,  351,  352,  337, 
359,  360,  362,  385,  387,  389.  396, 
397,  419,  430,  435,  436,  437,  449, 
456,   VoL  II,   255,  356,  3TS,   379, 

381,282,4)14,851,852,  853 
AmendmeDU  to  Ihe,   Vol.  I,  397,  301, 

303,  387.  396,  397, 399 
Hap  of  ttie  State,  remariu  relative  to, 

Vol,  I,  BS,  83 
Order  directiDsthe  Illhocn^inr  of  (he. 

Vol.  11,  180 
Remarks  thtrtoa.     Vol.  11,180,  181.  183, 183 
Order  respecting  the  application  to  the 
ElecUfe  Franchise  Report,  of  the 
noenl  order  limititir  debate, 

Vol.  II.  855,  856 
Order  (Suhitituta)  coocemlog  the  sic- 
nalure  and  publication  of  the  ameDO- 
ed  eonititution,  Vol.  II,  866 

Mlic  Works,  rcmarki  on  the  Report 
ercalinE  a  Board  of,  Vol.  II,  389, 
392,  3^  394,  395,  396,  449,  443, 

445,  453,  454,  455,  456 
AauadmenU  thereto.  Vol.  II,  220.  396, 

425,  446,  449 

Kepretentalion   QueatJoii,   nmarka   on 

Che.  Vol.  1,  110,  111.  ll.'i,  137.  138, 

129, 286.  374, 429.  Vol.  11,  133,  143, 

705,  706,   707,  708,  710.  719,  722. 

724,  795,  796,  819 
Amendmenta  to  tbe  Report  on  the,  Vol. 

n,  197,  707,  708.  718,  719,  795 
MoltoD  to  strike  out  iailruction*.  Vol.  1,  110 
ReiisiDn,  remarks  on  the  order  concern- 

ns  eommillea  of,     Vol.  II,  946, 347,  348 
Rijhb,  Bill  pf— remarks  on  the.  Vol,  I, 

300,  9U4.  305,  20B,  919,  229,  234,  237 
Aacodment  thereto.  Vol.  I,  905 

Kule— noUee  ofanieDdBiaDt  to  the  91sl, 

Vol.1,  968 
Hotion  of,  Vol.  1,  269 

T0II.\CCO,  Communication  from  Ihe  State 
Treasurer  eoncBrriing  the  elpensei 
ol  Ihe  inspection  of.  Vol.  1,  332 

Ocder'of  Mr.  6ellman   concerning   the 

npenaes  of  the  inapeclioo  of,  VoL  I,  33S 
Petition  coscemiu;  the  free  inspection 

of.  Vol.  1, 158 

Warehouses  in  Baltimore  Citf — propO' 

sitioni  eonceniing  tha  sale  of,  Vol.  II,  848 
TOLLS,  (for  freight  or  paisengert)— Pro- 
poaitioos  coDceming  the  rale  of. 

Vol.  11,901,850 
TRANSPORTATION  COMPANIES. 

[SeeTUb.] 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT— Report 

bj  Mr.  McLins  on  (he.  Vol,  1,  IE 

Debate  thereon,  Vol.  II.  815, 817,  8S 

AnMndments  thereto.  Vol.  11,  783,  815, 

817,  828,  833,  834,  835,  K 
TREASURER  OF   THE   STATE  OP 
MARYLAND  —  Communications 
from,  Vol.  1, 33,  166,  3! 

Frofikion  concerning  tho  tntpecLpn  of 
the  accounts  of  ihe,  Vol.  1, 4E 

Requeilcd  to  furnish  copies  of  his  Annu- 
al Report.  Vol.  I,  IS 
TRIAL  BY  JURY,  Vol.  II,  766,  767, 768. 
TUCK,  WAl.  H.,  of  Prince  Geotxe's  Co. 

Vol.  1, 

65, 66,  69,  63,  89,  98,  100,  101,  104 
105,  107,109,110,114,115,193,196 
139, 140, 149,  159, 164,  307, 213,  295 
230,  939,333,  975,  328,339,332,336 
338, 369,  480,  481,  484,  469. 4S5,  497,  Si 

Vol.  2. 

31,  5?,  57,  HC  147,  149,  153,  169 
170,  173, 173,  178.  186,  197, 198,  300 
305,  345,  946,351,  357,958,  360, 377 
am,  383, 384,  404, 453,  453, 457, 459 
486,  500. 50],  m, 504,  509, 512, 519 
530  574.601.707  708,724,735,749 
751  759.780,781,783,784,786,789 
793.798  800, 8U1.B16, 820,835, 838 
538,839,84    8Ja,  844,  846, 869, 873 

873,  877,  879,  888,  & 

AUeganj  Count;,  remarks  on  the  Reiurt 
.  relative  to  (he  division  of.        Vol.  II,  3j 

Civil  Officers,  Report  from  tlie  Commit- 
tee respecting  Ihe  appointment  and 
tenure  of  oSice  of  certain.  Vol,  11, 

486,81 

Remarks  thereon.    Vol.  n,  836,  849,  844,  Bt 

Amendments  (hereto,    Vol.  II,  836,839 

841,  843,  84 

Committee  Clerks,  remaik*  oonoeming 
the  discharge  of,  Vol.  I,  4! 

Constitution,  remarks  concerning  future 
cfaan^  of  the,  Vol.  II,  377,  383, 383,  X 

Constitution,  remarks  en  the  respective 
orders  concern injt  tha  engrossed 
eopv  of  the  amended,       Vol,  11,  879,  8E 

Debates,  amendment  to  the  Order  con- 
cerning the  bouodcopies  of  the  Re- 
giiterof,  Vol.  11,11 

Eleclivo  Franebise  Report,  remarks  on 
the.  Vol.  I,  68,  69, 83,  { 

Evening  Sessions,  ranarks  on  the  Order 
relating  to.  Vol.  U,  1' 

Executive  Heport,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  I,  480,  481, 484, 489,  526,  Vol.  II,  » 

Amendment  to  (he.  Vol.  I,  4E 

Indexes,  resolution  conceroing.  Vol.  I, 

114,1: 

Judiciarv  RepoR,  remarks  on  the, 

Vol.  II,  501,  503, 504,  509, 519.590, 

574,  601,  751,  793,  798,  800,  » 
Amendment  to  the.  Vol.  11,  8( 

Legislative  Report,  remadia  on  tbe,| 
Vol.  1,  375,  338,  336,  369,  Vol.  II, 

257,7; 
ADMndmentt   to  the,  Vol.  I,  328,  338, 

VoL  11,  S57, 9! 
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Order  to  close  the  Journal  of  Accounts, 

Vol.  U,  784 
Order  relating  to  Committee  of  Refit- 
ion,  VoLU,345 
Remarfcs  thereon,  Vol.  il,  348^ 
Order  for  adioummeni.  Vol.  II.  869 
Public  Works,  remarks  on  the  Report 

creating  a  Board  of,  Vol.  II,  404, 452,  453 
Amendment  thereto.  Vol.  II,  452,  457 

Representation  Question,  remarks  on 
the.  Vol.  I  K)7,  115,  122,  VoL  II, 
21,  57, 147, 153, 162,  173, 197,  196, 

707,  708 
[  Amendments  to  the  Report  on  the. 

Vol.  II,  147, 162, 186, 198 
Instructions  to  the  Committee  on  the, 

Vol.  1, 116 
Recess  of  the    CooTentioo^  resolution 

concerning  a,  Vol.  II,  783 

Remarks  thereon.  Vol.  II,  783 

REVISORY  COMMITTEE,  Reports  from 
the.  Vol.  ir,  873, 877, 879, 889— [the 
final  report  of  the  engrossed,  amend- 
ed Constitution.] 
Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.  Vol.  I, 

164,'  313,  225,  230,  232,  233,  Vol.  U,  781 
Amendments  to  the,    Vol.  1, 225,  Vol.  II,  788 
TREASURY  DEPARTMENT,  Remarks 
on  the  Report  concerning  the. 

Vol.  U,  816,  835 


VOLUNTEERS,  Maijland— Memorial  of 
the  Officers  of  the  First  Light  Dirit- 
ionof,  Vol.  II,  827 

VOTE;  DisqualificaUons  to.  Vol.  I,  381, 
383,  384.    [See  also,  Franehite.] 

VOTES,  Illegal.    [See  fVandbise.] 

VOTERS,  QualificaUons  of.    [See  FnmeUu,] 
.   Bribes  to.     [See  Pranekiie,] 

Renstration  of.    [See  Avadkue.] 
VOTING,  Exclusion  from— Propositions 

concerning,        Vol.  1, 381, 383,  384, 386 
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WARE,  ELIAS,  Jr.,  of  Baltimore  city. 
Vol.  1. 

113,  149,  216,  402,  410, 429, 455,  466,  506 
.  Vol.  2. 

15, 180,  213,  339,  492,  717,  741,  827,  836 
Accounts,  (Sundry),  presented  by. 

Vol.  U,  741 
Eyening  Sessions  of  the  Conrention,  re- 
marks on  the  order  concerning, 

Vol.  II,  180 
Howard  District,  remarks  on  the  Report 
profidine  for  the  erection  hi  to  a 
county  of.  Vol.  II,  442 

Petition  presented  by.  Vol.  II,  827 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  petHions  con- 
cerning the  formation  of  a  new 
County  from  parts  of  Frederick  and. 
Vol.  I,  371,  428,  479,  496,  498,  Vol. 

II,  3,  201,  531,  758 
[See  Freieriek  Counly,] 


Report  by  Mr.  Dorsey,  creating  a  a 

County  out  of  parts  of  Frederi 

and,  Vol 

WATERS,   WASHINGTON,  of  Mo 

gomery  County,  Vol 

WEBER,  WILLIAM,  of  Allegany  Coun 

Vol.  1. 

46,  55,  56,  69,  76,  104,  115,  126,  1 
189,  264,  396,  400,  410, 
Vol.  2. 

18,  54,  68,  113,  13i,  416,  577,  T 

742,  804, 

Constitution,  remarks  on  the  order  ci 

cemin^  the  printing  and  circulati 

of  copies  of  the  amended,      Vol 

Debates,  remarks  on  the  order  concei 

ing  the  bound  copies  of  the*  Reg 

ter  of.  Vol 

-  Elective  Franchise  Report,  amendmi 

to  the,  V 

Remarks  on  the  resolution  to  close  < 

bate  on  tlie  first  section  of  the,  V 

Executive  Report,  remarks  on  the,  Vo 

Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol. 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the,  V< 

Licenses,  report  from  the  minority  of  t 
committee  on  the  subject  of,  Vol 

Remarks  thereon,  Vol 

Order  concerning  the  absence  of  h 
Sherwood,  of  Talbot  county.  Vol 

Petitions  presented  by,  Vo 

Reporter  (official,)  remarks  on  the  nr 
tion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  t 
Convention  on  the  resolution  in  j 
vor  of  the.  Vol 

Representation  Question,  remarks  on  tl 

Vol.  IJ,  54, 
WEEMS,  GEO:  W.,  of  Calvert  county. 

Vol.  1. 

25,  82,  83,  86,  201,  207,  217,  -35 
334,  335,  336,   338,  339,  381,  3^ 

398,  402,  424,  4 

Vol.  2. 

149,  176,  179,  330,  504,  578,  5 
594,  596.  637,  735,  736,  741,  76 
766,  805,   837,  861,   868,  869,    £ 

Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies,  i 
marks  on  the  Report  on  the  office 
the,  Vo: 

Amendment  to  the  Report,  Vo: 

Debates,  rem&rks  concerning  the  H 
ports  of.  Vol. 

Elective  Franchise  Report,  remarks  < 
the,  Vi 

Evening  Sessions  of  the  Convention,  i 
marks  on  the  Order  relative  to, 

Vol. 

Hour  of  meeting.  Order  as  to  the,  Vo 

Judiciary  Report,  remarks  on  the.  Vol 

Amendment  to  the.  Vol. 

Legislative  Report,  remarks  on  the. 
Vol.  1,  333,  334,  335,  336,  381,  38 

449,  Vol. 

Amendments  to  the.       Vol.  I,  334,  33 

339,  402,  Vol. 

Map  of  the  State,  motion  to  reconsidt 
Order  in  relation  to  the.      Vol.  I 


Renttrki  tbeMD,  Vol.  I,  82,  83 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarln  on  the,  Vol.  I» 
^  307.217 

WETGH£RS.  GAUGER8,  Ilo.,      Vol.  II,  844 
WELX.S,  GCOKGfiy  of  Anne  Arundel 
countj. 
Vol.  1. 

44,   119,  113.  933,  953,  967,  390, 
996,  301,  310,  319,  410,    429,  443,  479 
Vol.  9. 

11,  199,  549,  559,   620,  716,  717, 

738,  749,  758,  783,  804,  841,  855 
Absentees,  remarln  on  the  Order  relat- 
ing to.  Vol.  I,  44. 
Atloniey  Gkneral  and  his  Deputies,  re- 
marks on  the  Report  on  the  office 
of  the.                                      Vol.  JI,  11 
Constilutioo,  remarks  on  the  Older  con- 
eeminc  the  printing  and  oirculation 
of  copMS  of  the  amended,      Vol.  II,  804 
CooTention,  remarks  concerning  the  ex- 
penses of  the,                          Vol.  11,758 
Corporations,  report,  (yerbal),  from  the 

Committee  on,  Vol.  II,  716,  717 

Debates,  amendment  to  the  order  oon- 
ceminiE  the  bound  copies  of  the  Re- 
gister of,  Vol.  n,  749 
LedslatiTe  report,  renkarks  on  the. 

Vol.  I,  952.  310,  313.  410 
Amendments  to  the.  Vol.  I,  367,  301,  310,  313 
Order  conoeming  the  pay  of  Benjamin 

Hopkins,  Vol.  II,  630 

Reports  and  Resolutions  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts,  in  faror  of  the 
navment  of  certain  accounts  therein 
menUoned,  Vol.  II,  717,  841 

Report  from  the  same  Committee  asking 
for  Instructions  in  relation  to  certain 
accouoU,  Vol.  II.  841 

Report  and  resolution  in  favor  of  the 

Librarian.  Vol.  II  841 

Rights.  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the,  Vol.  1,  333 
Statement  concerning  the  cause  of  the 

absence  of  Judge  Dorsej,  Vol.  II.  549 
WELSH,   THOMAS   J.,    of  BalUmore 

County,  Vol.  II,  345,  367.608 

Older  concerning  the  absence  of  Mr. 

Chandler,  Vol.  II,  ^7 

Order  relating  Co  persons  refusing  to  do    - 

miliUry  duty.  Vol.  II.  504 

WHE;EL£R,  UENRT  G.    [See  Repmier 

WILLIAMS,   WILLIAM,   of    Somerset 
County,  Vol.  I,  43,  113,  136,  506. 

Vol.  H,  342,  717 

Resolution  requesting  the  State  Trea- 
surer to  furnish  copies  of  his  Annu- 
al Report,  Vol.  I,  136 
WISCONSIN,  Communication  from  the 
■  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion in  the  SUte  of.  Vol.  I.  177 
WOOTERS.  JAMES  T.,  Communication 

from.  Vol.  I.  88 

WRECK-MASTER,  Vol.  II,  839,  840 

WRIGHT,  HENRY  E.,  of  Queen  Anne's 
county.    Vol.  I,  133, 396.  397, 400, 

516,  Vol.  II,  636,  643,  769,  856 


LegislatiTe  Report,  remarks  on  the, 

'  Vol.  I,  400 
Licenses,  remarks  on  the  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  subject  of, 

VoL  II,  856 
'  Petition  presented  by,  Vol.  I,  516 

Recess,  remarks  on  the  Resolution  for  a 

daiW,  Vol.  II,  643 

Rights,  Bill  of,  remarks  on  the.     Vol.  I,  154 

TEAS  AND  NATS. 

Vol.  1. 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Chambers, 
of  Kent,  to  ElectiTe  Franchise 
Report,  (inserted,  also,  by  error 
at  page  36.)  98 

On  laying  on  table  resolution  of  Mr. 
Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  relatlfe 
to  Absentees,  33 

On  Mr.  Ridgely's  amendment  there- 
to. 34 

On  Mr.  Phelps*  amendment  to  Elee- 
tire  Francbise,  36,  40 

On  Mr.  Kilgour^s  amendment,  41 

On  the  motion  to  ^re-consider  the 
Yote  on  the  Order  of  Mr.  Brent, 
of  Baltimore  city,  in  relation  to 
Absentees,  43 

On  laying  said  Order  and  amend- 
ments on  the  table,  59 

On  laying  on  table  Order  as  to  hour 
of  meeting,  66 

On  Mr.  Phelps' amendment  to  Elec- 
tiTe Franchise,  73 

On  Mr.  Dorsey's  amendment  to 
Elective  Franchise,  75 

On  amending  ^d  Rule,  77 

On  laying  on  table  Order  of  Mr. 
Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  concern- 
ing Rules,  and  prohibitinK  the 
Convention  resolving  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  105 

On  postponing  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  MerridE'8  Report  on  the  Rep- 
resentation Question,  109* 

On  referring  said  Report,  110 

On  re-committing  it,  119 

On  Mr.  Blakistone  instructions,  123 

On  Mr.  1  hawley^s  Order  concern- 
ing extra  copies  of  the  Journal.       131 

On  laying  whole  subject  of  Repre- 
sentation on  the  taole,  136 

On  Mr.  Hicks*  amendment  to  Bill 
of  Rights,  concerning  the  right  of 
secession.  156 

On  Mr.  Dorsey*s  amendment  as  to 
mode  of  changing  government,      .186 

On  Mr.  Presstman^s  amendment.         186 

On  Mr.  Kilgour's  amendment  re- 
specting poll-taxes,  187 

On  Mr.  Dorsey^s  amendment  con- 
cerning challenge  to  Jurors,  191 

On  Mr.  Dirickson  s  amendment  giv- 
ing the  closing  address  to  counsel 
of  accused  party,  193 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Brent,  of 
Baltimore  city,  as  to  the  law  and 
evidence  in  criminal  trials,  194 


On  Mr.  Speoeer^s  ameodinent  con- 
cerDing  explanations  on  points  of 
law  in  criminal  trials,  194 

On  Mr.  Hicks'  amendment  prohibit- 
ing members  of  the  CoBTention 
from  liolding  office,  20& 

On  Mr.  Jenifer's  amendment  to  tlie 
same  effect  as  to  practicing  law- 
yers f  206 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Brent,  of 
Baltimore  city,  to  the  same  efiect> 
touching  Judges,  ^.,  206 
On  Mr.  Kidgely's  amendment  as  to 

reliKious  tests,  214 

On  Mr.  Randall's  amendment  ob 

tlie  same  subject,  216 

On  Mr.  Dorsey's  amendment  on  the 

same  subject,  216 

On  Mr.  John  NewGomer*s  motion 
to  strike  out  34tb  article  of  Bill  of 
RighU,  217 

On  Mr.  Dashiell's  amendment  to 

Preamble  of  BUI  of  RighU,  238 

On  Mr.  Spring's  amendment  touch- 
ing sessions  of  the  Legislature,        266 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Brent,  of 

Charles,  on  the  same  subject,  267 

On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  on 

the  same  subject,  267 

On  Mr.  Phelps'  amendment  on  the 

samesubjeet,  267 

On  Mr.  Wells'  amendmeiit  on  the 

same  subject,  268 

On  Mr.  McHenry's  amendment  on 

the  same  subject,  268 

On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  on 

the  same  subiect,  281,  282 

On  Mr.  John  Newcomer's  amend- 
ment on  the  same  subject,  282 
On  seconding  the  Previous  Question,    289 
On  second  section  of  the  Legislative 

Report,  as  amended,  290 

On  motion  to  re-consider  vote  strik- 
ing out  certain  words  from  the 
third  section  of  the  Legislative 
Report,  296 

On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  as  to 

time  of  meeting  of  the  Legislature,    296 
On  Mr.  Wells'  amendment  aft  to 

sessions  of  the  Legislature,  301 

On  Mr.  Thomas'  amendment  on  the 

same  subject,  302 

On  the  first  branch  of  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline, 
concerning  the/onn  in  which  Bills 
shall  be  passed,  314 

On  another  branch   of  the  same 
amendment,  as  to  the  form  of  re- 
vising or  amending  laws,  318 
On  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Kilgour's 
order  lor  adjournment  in  honor 
of  Wsu^hington's  birth-day,  325 
On  the  adoption  of  the  said  order,       326 
On  the  four  Hevcral  branches  of  Mr. 
Sell  ley's  uineudment  to  l^egisla- 
tive  Report,  concerning  the  codi- 
fication of  the  laws  and  the  sim- 
piificaUou  of  pleadiogih            326,  327 


On  striking  out  16th  section  of  H^e 
Legislative  Rsport,  % 

On  Mr.  Gwinn's  substitute,  2 

On  Mr.  Weems'  motion  to  strike 
out  certain  words  from  18th  seo 
tion  of  said  Report,  3 

On  Mr.  Donaldson's  amendment 
coneerning  the  Public  Debt,  3 

On  the  several  branches  of  Mr. 
George's  amendment  on  the  same 
subject,  3 

On  the  several  branches  of  Mr. 
Neill's  order,  giving  certain  in- 
structions to  the  committee  on 
Representation,  372, 3 

On  laying  on  the  table  the  motion 
to  re-consider  the  vote  on  the 
first  branch  of  the  said  order. 

On  the  motion  for  leave  to  renew 
the  motion  to  re-consider, 

On  said  renewed  motion, 

On  the  two  branches  of  Mr.  Jacobs' 
amendment  concerning  the  Public 
Debt,  &c.,  378,  3 

On  striking  out  31st  section  of  tiie 
Legislative  Report,  3 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Chandler 
concerning  the  eligibility  of  Min* 
Bters,  &c.,  to  seats  in  the  Legis- 
lature, 3! 

On  re-considering  the  vote  on  the 
21st  section  of  the  Legislative  Re- 
port, 3! 

On  the  second  branch  of  the  amend- 
ment as  to  Levy  Courts,  3! 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Phelps  in 
relation  to  duelling,  3! 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fitzpat- 
rick  concerning  Homestead  Ex- 
emptions, 4( 

On  the  exemption  of  certain  desig- 
nated amounts^  4( 

On  laying  the  subject-matter  of 
Homestead  Exemption  on  the 
table,  402,  406,  4( 

On  Mr.  Ridgely's  amendment  on 
the  same  subject,  407,  4( 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dent,         4( 

On  re-considering  Mr.  Ridgely's 
amendment, 

On  Mr.  Ridgely's  amendment, 

On  the  article  as  amended, 

On  Mr.  McHenry's  amendment  con- 
cerning the  Public  Debt, 

On  Mr.  Conslable^s  amendment  on 
the  same  subject, 

On  Mr.  Chambers',  of  Kent,  amend- 
ment on  the  same  subject, 

On  Mr.  Donaldson's  amendment  on 
the  same  subject, 

On  Mr.  Davis'  amendment  concern- 
ing appropriations  of  money  for 
Education, 

On  Mr.  Merrick's  motion  to  make 
the  Representation  Question  tlie 
Special  Order, 

On  Mr.  Kilgour's  do., 
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47 


On  Mr^  Keiirs  moUon  to  postpone 
orders  of  the  4|iy,  430 

On  reconsidering  the  rote  on  Mr. 
Daris^  ameDdmeot  concerning  ap* 
propriations  for£ducation,  433 

On  acioptine  the  said  amend m At,        435 

On  Mr.  McHenry^s  amendment  con- 
cerning Uie  Public  ]>ebt,  436 

On  the  second  branch  of  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  437 

On  proceeding  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Report  on  Howard  District,    441 

On  Mr.  Wells*  motion  to  make  the 
Representation  Question  the  Spe- 
ciJ  Order,  443 

On  Mr.  Crisfield^s  amendment  to 
Legislative  Report,  in  relation  to 
SUle  Credit,  445 

On  the  several  branches  of  Mr. 
Blakiatone^s  amendment  as  to  the 
same  sulyect,  446 

pn  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Presst- 
man,  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt,  447 

On  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  first 
branch  of  Mr.  filakistone^s  amend- 
ment as  to  State  credit,  448 

On  Mr.  Dorsey^s  amendment  to  the 
Executive  Report  concerning  the 
mode  of  electing  the  Governor,        455 

On  the  Governor's  term  of  office,        455 

On  Mr.  Gwinn^e  amendment  con- 
cerning the  failure  to  elect  a  Gov- 
ernor, 458 

On  Mr.  Dent^s  amendment  concem- 
inz  the  election  of  Governor,  459 

On  Mr.  Grason^s  amendment  con- 
cerning the  eligibility  of  Gover- 
nor, 464 

On  Mr.  Buchanan*^  amendment  con- 
cerning the  eligibility  of  Gover- 
nor, 465 

On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  con- 
cerning the  eligibility  of  Gover- 
nor, 466 

On  striking  out  the  6th  section  of 
the  Executive  Report,  466 

On  the  second  branch  of  Mr.  Dor- 
sey^s  amendment  concerning  the 
pardoning  power,  478 

On  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
Mr.  Sappington's  order  concern- 
ing the  discharge  of  the  door- 
keepers, 478 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Donald- 
son, concerning  the  pardoning 
power,                                              483 

On  the  adoption  of  19th  section  of 
the  Executive  Report,  483 

On  proceeding  to  consider  the  2d 
section  of  said  report,  483 

On  first  branch  of  Mr.  Dirickson^s 
amendment  concerning  tlie  resi- 
dence of  the  Governor,  486 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cham- 
bers, of  Kent,  concerning  the 
Governor's  salary,  489 


On  the  31st  section  of  iht  Executive 

Report  as  amended,  490 

On  reconsidering  the  last  mentioned 

vote,  491 

On  Mr.  Mclfenry^s  amendment  con- 
cerning the  Governor^  salary,         493 
On  Mr.  Jenifer's  amendment  con- 
cerning the  Governor's  salary,         493 
On  Mr.  DashielPs  substitute  for  the 
23d  section  of  the  Executive  Re- 
port, 494 
On  the  substitute  order  of  Mr.  Brent, 
of  Baltimore  city,  in  relation  to 
the  Clerks  and  Door-keepers,  495 
On  the  Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  same  subject,              496 
On  laying  on  the  table  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  on  the  order  i 
concerning  the  discharge  of  com- 
mittee Clerks,                                   497 
On  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  said 

vote,  498 

On  postponing  the  consideration  of 
the  first  section  of  the  Report  on 
the  Attorney  General  and  his 
Deputies,  530 

On  reconsidering  the  vote  in  relation 
to  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
the  Committee  Clerks,  530 

On  Mr.  Dirickson's  amendment  to 
the  Report  concerning  the  Attor- 
ney General  and  his  Deputies,  548 
On  striking  out  the  first  section  of 

said  report,  548 

On    Mr.  Crisfield's  amendment  to 
proposed  substitute  for  1st  section ,    549 
Vol.2. 

On  the  adoption  of  1st  section  of  said 

report,  as  amended,  7 

On  Mr.  Dirickson's  amendment  con- 
cerning the  time  of  electing  the 
State's  Attorney,  11 

On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  con- 
cerning the  time  of  electing  the 
State's  Attorney,  13 

On  postponing  consideration  of  the 

representation  question,  17, 19 

On  Mr.  Schley's  amendment  to  Re- 
port on  Representation,  *        33 
On  Mr.  Fiepy's  amendment  to  Re- 
port on  Representation,  25 
On  the  3d  section  of  the  report  as 

amended,  36 

On  Mr.  Chamber's,  of  Kent,  amend- 
ment to  3d  section,  36 
On  closing  debate  on  the  Represen- 
tation question,                               79, 80 
On  laying  on  the  table  the  order  for 

that  object,  79 

On  reconsidering  the  vote  limiting 
debate  on  the  representation  ques- 
tion, 133 
On  the  several  branches  of  Mr. 
Phelps'  amendment  to  the  2d  sec- 
tion of  Report  on  Representation,  144-5 
On  Mr.  Stephenson's  amendment  to 
the  2d  section  of  Report  on  Re- 
presentation,                                     145 
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On  first  branch  of  Mr.  Dorsey's 

aAiendment,  146 

On  Mr.  Tuck*s  amendment,  147 

On  adjournments,  March  28th,         148-9 
On  dispensing  with  proceedings  on 

a  call,  148-9 

On  sustaining  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  149 

On  seconding  previous  question,  153 
On  reconsidering  vote  on  Mr.  Fiery^s 
amendment  to  Report  on  Repre- 
sentation, 153 
On  Mr.  Dent's  amendment  to  said 

report,  162 

On  Mr.  Chambers',  of  Kent,  do.  163 

On  Mr.  SoUers'  .     do.  163 

On  Mr.  John  Newcomer^s     do.  163 

On  Mr.  Dorsey's  do.  165 

On  Mr.  Hopewell's  do.  166 

On  Mr.  Brent's,  of  Charles,   do.  166 

On  Mr.  Merrick's  do.  168 

On  Mr.  Gwinn's  do.  168 

On  Mr.  Dorsey's  do.  169 

On  Mr.  Fiery's  do.  170 

On  Mr.  Sellers'  do.  173 

On  Mr.  Brown's  *  do.  '■  174 

On  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Michael 
Newcomer's  order  for  eTening 
sessions,      \  176, 180 

On   Mr.  Howard's  amendment  to 

said  order,  180 

On  Mr.  CrisfieldV  amendment  to 

Report  on  Representation,  184 

On  Mr.  Dirickson's         do.       do.    184 
On  Mr.  Carter's  do.       do.    185 

On  Mr.  Tuck's  do.        do.    186 

On  Mr.  Smith's    .  do.        do.    186 

On  Mr.  Jenifer's  do.        do.    186 

On  adjournment,  187 

On  Mr.  Dorsey'§  amendment  to  Re- 
port on  Representation,  196 
On  Mr.  Jenifer's  amendment  to  Re- 
port on  RepriBsentation,  197 
On  the  several   branches  of  Mr. 
Thomas'  amendment  to  Report  on 
Representation,  198 
Pn  Mr.  Randall's  amendment  to  Re- 
port on  Representation,  198 
On  Mr.  Tuck's  amendment  to  Re- 
port on  Representation,  198 
On  seconding  th6  previous  question,     199 
On  Mr.  Grason's  amendment  to  Re- 
port on  Representation,                  '  199 
On  Mr.  Grason's  substitute  for  3d 

section  of  the*  Executive  Report,     314 

On  Mr.  Sprigg's  amendment,  21 4 

On  secondiDg  previous  question,  339 

On  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Thon^as  for 

the  5th  section  of  the  Ehcecutive 

Report,  339 

On  Mr.  Dorsey's  substitute  for  the 
5th  section  of.  the  Executive  Re- 
port, 340 
On  the  5th  section,  as  reported,  340 
On  the  resolution  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  concerning  the  re- 
porting of  the  Convention,              345 


On  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  relative  to  a  division  of 
Allegany  county,  2 

On  agreeing  to  Mr.  Donaldson's  sub- 
stitute for  the  3d  section  of  the 
Legislative  Report,  2 

On  Mr.  Donaldson's  amendment  to 
said  3d  section,  3 

On  striking  out  Mr.  Bowie's  amend- 
ment concerning  Senatorial  dis- 
tricts, 2 

On  the  amendmcbt  of  Mr.  Stewart, 
of  Caroline,  on  the  same  subject,    2 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  R.  J. 
Brent,  concerning  the  election  of 
U.  S.  Senators,  3 

On  laving  on  the  table  Mr.  Stephen- 
son^s  order  concerning  evening 
sessions,  339, 3 

On  the  adoption  of  the  said  order,      3 

On  reconsidering  the  vote  on  Mr. 
John  Newcomer's  amendment  to 
23d  section  of  the  Legislative  Re- 
port, 3 

On  Mr.  John  Newcomer's  amend- 
ment to  said  section,  3 

On  the  2Sd  section  of  said  report  as 
amended,  3 

On  Mr.  R.  J.  Brent's  amendment 
concerning  school  funds,  3 

On  Mr.  Blakistone's  amendment  con- 
cerning school  funds,  3 

On  reconsidering  vote  on  the  article 
creating  Howard  County,  3 

On  Mr.  McHenry's  amendment  to 

^  the  Executive  Report,  in  relation 
to  the  veto  power  of  the  Gover- 
nor, 3 

On  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  ar- 

i  tide  of  the  Legislative  Report, 
concerning  the  compensation  of 
Clerks  and  Registers,  2 

On  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Robert  J. 
Brent  for  reports  concerning  fu- 
ture changes  of  the  Constitution,     2 

On  a  motion  to  adjourn.  2 

On  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Ricaud's 
resolution  concerning  the  sessions 
of  the  Convention,  2 

On  Mr.  Blakistone's  amendment  to 
said  order,  2 

On  amendment  of  Mr.  Hicks  to  re- 
port concerning  future  changes  in 
the  Constitution,  I 

On  Mr.  RaiidalFs  Report  concern- 
ing future  changes  in  the  Consti- 
tution, i 

On  Mr.  .Fitzpatrick's  Report  con- 
cerning future  changes  in  the  Con- 
stitution, i 
On  the  adoption  of  the  said  Report,    l 
On  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Blackistone,  ^ 
On  ordering  the  previous  question,      ; 
On  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Soilers  for 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Donald- 
son to  the  Report  concerning  fu- 
ture changes  of  the  Constitution,    ; 
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On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Randall 
to  said  Report,  384 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hicks,        388 

On  considering  the  Report  of  Com- 
oiittee  \o.  14,  concerning  a  Board 
of  Public  Works,  3«) 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  to 
said  Report,  448 

On  the  amendment  to  said  Report 
Z3  amended,  449 

On  the  first  article  of  said  report 
as  amended,  449 

On  Mr.  Bowie*s  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  449 

On  the  second  article  of  the  substi- 
tute for  the  Report  creating  a 
Board  of  Public  Works,  449 

On  the  third  article  of  the  substitute 
for  the  Report  creating  a  Board 
of  Public  Works,  450 

On  the  three  several  articles  of  said 
Report,  450 

On  lajring  on  the  table  Mr.  Schley *8 
motion  to  re-consider  the  vote  on 
the  adoption  of  the  Report  cre- 
ating a  Board  of  Public  Works,       451 

On  Mr.  Jacobs*  amendment  to  said 
Report,  451 

On  lajing  on  the  table  Mr.  Tuck's 
amendment  to  said  Report,  454 

On  seconding  previous  question,  459 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tuck  to 
the  Report  creating  a  Board  of 
Public  Works,  459 

Oo  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Annan's 
order  cloaio^  the  general  debate 
on  the  Judiciary  Report,  486 

On  Mr.  R.  J.  Brent's  substitute  for 

the  said  order,  >s^4d6 

On  Mr.  Phelps'  amendment  to  the 

Judiciarjr  Report,  487 

On  Mr.Cnsfield^  amendment  to  the 

Judiciary  Report,  4)2 

On  adiournment,  501 

On  Mr.  Donaldson's  amendment  to 

the  Judiciary  Report,  503 

On  Mr.  Crisneld's  amendment  to 

the  Judiciary  Report,  505 

On  Mr.  Dorsey'jt  amendment  to  the 

Judiciary  Report,  5U 

On  Mr.  Stephenson's  amendment  to 

the  Judiciary  Report,  512 

On  Mr.  Hicks'  amendment  to  the 

Judiciary  Report,  512 

On  Mr.  Dorsey's  amendment,  512 

On  Mr.  Diricksoii's  amendment,  513 

On  Mr.  Sollers'  amendment,  514 

On  Mr.  Hicks'  amendment,  536 

On  Mr.  Thomas'  amendment,  537 

On  Mr.  Gwion's  amendment,  544 

On  the  Report  from  th^  Committee 
on  Printing,  with  order  to  pay  ad- 
ditional sums  to  the  Printer,  550 
On  Mr.  Riser's  amendment  to  the 

Judiciary  Report,  554 

On  Mr.  R.  J.  Eurenfs  amendments,     557 
On  Mr.  Jacobs^  amendment,  558 


Oo  re-considering  Mr.  Brown's 
amendment  to  the  Judiciary  Re- 
port, 558 

On  the  fifth  section  of  the  said  Re- 
port as  amended,  558 

On  Mr.  Jacobs'  amendment  to  the 
Judiciary  Report,  570 

On  postponing  the  order  of  the  day,  578 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thomas 

to  the  Judiciary  Repart,  578 

On  the  amedment  of  Mr.  Bowie,  579 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thomas,  5H0 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McMaster,  5t<\ 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Miller,  581 
On  the  first  branch  of  Mr.  Spencer^ 

amendment,  581 

On  the  first  branch  of  Mr.  R.  J. 

Brent's  amendment.  582 

On  the  finit  branch  of  Mr.  Crisfield's 

amendment,  582 

On  Mr.  Johnson's  amendment,  583 

On  Mr.  Harbine's  amendment,  586 

On  re-considering  the  rote  on  the 
•  first   branch    of  Mr.    Crisfield's 
amendment  to  the  said  report,        588 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  588 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Crisfield,   589 
On  laying  on  the  table  the  motion  to 
re-consider  the  vote  on  the  second 
branch  of  Mr.  Crisfield's  amend- 
ment, 592 

On  the  ninth  section  of  the  Judiciary 
Report,  as  amended,  592 

On  Mr.  Shriver's  amendment,  593 

On  re-considering  the  Tote  on  Mr. 
Shriver's  amendment,  594 

On  Mr.  Johnson's  amendment  to  the 
said  Report,  594 

On  Mr.  Grason's  amendment,  595 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  John  Den- 
nis, 595 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Brown,       596 
On  Mr.  Buchanan's  resolution  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  pagM  of 
the  convention,  596 
On  suspending  proceedings  on  a  call 

of  the  convention,  596 

On  ordering  the  main  question  to  be 
taken,  602 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bowie  to 
the  Judiciary  Report,  602 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Michael 
Newcomer,  602 

On  the  tenth  article  of  the  Judiciary 
Report,  as  amended,  602 

On  re-ooiisidering  the  vote  on  the 
adoption  of  the  last  mentioned  ar- 
ticle, 603 

On  re-considcring  the  rote  on  the 
amendment  as  to  the  number  of 
judges,  604 

On  striking  out  three  judges,  604 

On  the  adoption  of  the  tenth  section 
of  the  aaid  Report,  604 

On  adjournment,  605 
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On  re-considering  the  vote  on  Mr. 
Pres9tman*s  amendment  to  the  Leg- 
islative Report,  abolishing  impris- 
onment for  debt,  606 

On  re-considering  the  rote  on  the 
tenth  section  of  the  Judiciary  Re- 
port, 608 

On  re-considering  the  yote  on  the 
amendment  as  to  the  number  of 
Judges,  608 

On  o'Hering  the  previous  question,       610 

On  the  substitute  amendment  of  Mr. 
Chambers,  of  Kent,  611 

On  the  substitute  amendment  of  Mr. 
Bowie,.  613 

On  tlie  adoption  of  the  tenth  section 

of  the  said  Report,  614 

On  taking  a  recess,  614 

On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment,  as 
the  eleventh  section  oCthe  Judici- 
ary Report,  615 
On  Mr.  Spencer^s  amendment  as 
the  twelfth  section  of  the  Judici- 
ary Report,  615 
On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  as 
the  thirteenth  section  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Report,  616 
On  Mr.  Crisfield*s  amendment,  6l6 
On  Mr.  Schley's  amendment,  617 
On  Mr.  Johnson's  amendment,  617 
On  adjournment,  618 
On  Mr.  R.  J.  Brent's   substitute 
amendment  to  the  Judiciary  Re- 
port, 619 

On  the  amendment  as  amended,  630 

On  laying  on  the  table  the  motion  to 
re-consider  the  vote  on  the  pro- 
viso of  Mr.  R.  J.  Brent  to  the 
Legislative  Report  concerning 
the  School  Fund,  621 

On  re-considering  the  vote  adopting 
Mr.  Spencer's  amendment,  as  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  Judiciary 
Report,  624 

On  agreeing  to  the  said  eleventh 
•ection,  624 

On  re-considering  the  rote  on  the 
thirteenth  section  of  the  Judiciary 
Report,  626 

On    Mr.    Spencer's   amendment 

thereto,  626 

On  Mr.  Howard's  amendment,  636 

On  Mr.  Morgan's  amendment,  637 

On  layins  on  the  table  Mr.  Mi- 
chael Newcomer's  order  for  a 
daily  recess,  642 

On  amendment  to  the  said  order,        643 
On  re-considering  the  vote  on  the 
amendment  of    Mr.   Morgan  to 
thirteenth  section  of  the  Juoiciary 
Report,  653 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stewart, 

of  Baltimore  City,  658 

On  Mr.  Gwinn's  amendment,  659 

On  Mr.  Dashiells'  amendment,  660 

On  Mr.  Harbine^  ameodment,  661 


661 
662 

699 


704 


706 


706 
711 


On  the  12th  section  of  the  Judiciary 

Report  as  amended. 
On  aojournment. 
On  re-considering  vote  on  the  12th 

section  of  the  Judiciary  Report, 
On  Mr.  Buchanan's  amendment  to 

said  report,  699,  700 

On  Mr.  Shriver*s  amendment,  700 

On  re-considering  the  vote  on  Mr. 
Grason's  amendment  to  the  Re- 
port on  Representation, 
On  laying  on  the  table  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  to  consid- 
er his  amendment  to  the  Report 
on  Representation, 
On  considering  the  said  amendment    706 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  to  re- 
fer to  a  committee  the  several 
pending  propositions  on  the  Re- 
presentation Question, 
On  Mr.  Jenifer's  amendment  to  the 

Report  on  Representation, 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,    711 
On  adjournment,  712,  713 

On  re-considering  the  rote  on  Mr. 
Chambers'  (of  Kent,)  amendment 
to  the  Report  on  Represention,  712 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  723 
On  the  several  branches  of  Mr. 
Chambers'  (of  Kent,)  amendment 
as  amended,  723,  734 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thomas,    73^ 

On  said  amendment  as  an  article  of 
the  Constitution, 

On  adjournment. 

On  postponing  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Chambers'  (of  Kent,)  motion 
to  re-consider  the  Tote  striking 
out  his  amendment  to  the  Report 
on  Representation, 

On  Mr.  Lee's  amendment  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Report, 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ridgely,    729 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Howard,    739 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Harbine,    731. 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Fitzpat- 
rick. 

On  adjournment, 

On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  to  the 
Judiciary  Report, 

On  Mr.  Stephenson's  amendment. 

On  Mr.  Thawley's  amendment, 

On  Mr.  John  Newcomer's  amend- 
ment. 

On  the  21  st  section  as  amended. 

On  adjournment, 

On  amendment  to  the  Order  con- 
cerning the  bound  copies  of  the 
Register  of  the  Debates  of  the 
Convention, 

On  Mr.  Dorsey's  amendment  to  the 
Judiciary  Report, 

On  Mr.  John  Newcomer's  amend- 
ment. 

On  Mr.  John  Newcomer's  amend- 
ment. 

On  Mr.  Shriver^  amendment, 
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739 

73^ 
73$ 
737 

73T 

740 
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743 

745 

74^ 
74^ 
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On  Mr.  Bowlegs  ainendm«nt,  749 

On        do  do  .751 

On  Mr.  Stephenson's  amendment  as 

amended,  752 

On  Mr.  Ma§raw's  motion  for  a  re- 
cess, 753 
On  reconsidering  vote  on  the  Uth 
and  I2th  sections  of  the  Judiciary 
Report,  753 
On  Mr.  Brown^  resolution  regulate 

ing  debate  generally,  758 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Lee  to 

the  LegisUtire  Report,  761 

Od  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stephen- 

8<m  to  said  Report,  765 

On  Mr.  Donaldson*s  amendment,        765 
On  the   scTcral   branches  of    the 

amendment  of  Mr.  Sellers,      765,  766 
On  the  adoption  of  the  said  amend- 
ment as  amended,  766 
On  Uie  second  branch  of  Mr.  Spen- 

oer*s  amendment,  768 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bowie,       769 
On  laying  on  the  table  the  Order  of 
Mr.  Howard  concerning  the  final 
disposition  of  the  business  of  the 
Conyention,  781 

On  agreeing  to  the  scTeral  branches 

of  the  said  order,  783 

On  the  amendment  to  the  Order  con- 
cerning compensation  to  the  Chap- 
lains, 783 
On  the  Order  of  Mr.  Jacobs  to  con- 
sider the  Report  on  Free  Colored 
Population,  784 
On  reconsidering  the  rote  on  the  d3d 

article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  787 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cham- 
ben,  of  Kent,  to  said  bill,  788 
On  reconsidering  tote  of  the  Con- 
yention -  striking  out  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
to  the  Report  on  Representation,     789 
On  suspending  the  rules,  '  769 
On  Mr.  Bowie's  amendment  to  the 

Judiciary  Report,  801 

On  Mr.  Bowie's  amendment  to  the 

Judiciary  Report,  893 

On    postponing    indefinitely     Mr. 

Smith's  Report  on  Education,  810 

On  postponing  the  same  to  a  day 

certain,  812 

OnMaying  on  the  table  the  addition- 
al article  offered  by  Mr.  Blaki- 
stone  concerning  Education,  812 

On  laying  on  the  table  the  addition- 
al article  offered  by  Mr.  McHen- 
ry  concemins  Education,  813 

On  the  amendment  of  ^Ir.  R.  J. 

Brent,  813 

On  laying  on  table  the  said  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  McHenry,  as  amended,   813 
On  the  first  branch  of  Mr.  Dorsey's 
proposition    concerning   Officers 
whose  pay  exceeds  A3,000,  815 

On  laying  on  the  table  motion  to 
take  up  the  Report  on  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  815 


On  re-considering  the  yote  on  the 
substitute  of  Mr.  Thomas  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Districting  System,         dlo 
On  the  adoption  of  the  said  tubsti-  |^  . 
tute,  Tl9 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Chambers  |h> " 
(of  Kent.)  on  the  same  subject,       820 
On  Mr.  Johnson*s  amendment  on  ts^^-;^ 
the  same  subject,  8d^,  S^ 

On  Mr.  Bowie's  amendment  on  the  ^.^ 
same  subject,  o^ 

On  Mr.  Blakistone's  amendment  to 
the  article  concerning  the  new 
and  old  Constitutions,  827 

On  the  fourth  clause  of  the  said  ar- 
ticle, 827 
On  Mr.  Constable's  amendment  to 
the  Report  concerning  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  833     ^ 
On  Mr.  Randall's  amendment  on 

the  iftme  subject,  833 

On  Mr.  Dorsey's  amendment  on  the 

same  subject,  834 

On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  con- 
cerning the  compensation  of  the 
Secretary,  838 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Morgan 
to  the  Report  of  Mr.  Tuck,  con- 
cerning certain  Civil  Officers,  839 
On  the  Report  and  resolution  in  fa- 

yor  of  John  W.  Rider,  841 

On  Mr.  Blakistone's  amendment  to 
Mr.  Tuck's  Report,  concerning 
certain  Ciyil  Officers,  843 

On  the  fifth  section  of  said  Report 

as  amended,  843 

On  amendment  to  said  Report,  848 

On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tuck,        488 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bowie,        849i%^ 
On  laying  on  the  table  iVIr.  Spen-       ^T* 
cer's  motion  to  re-consider  the 
yote  on  the  twenty -first  section  of 
Judiciary  Report,  850 

On  the  motion  to  re-consider  (he      • 
yote  on  the  article  prescribing  the 
mode  of  altering  the  Constitution,    850 
On  Mr.  R.  J.  Brent's  amendment  to 

the  LegislatiTe  Report,  851 

On  Mr.  Hicks'  amendment  on  the 

same  subject,  851 

On  Mr.  Bowie's  amendment  on  the 

same  subject,  853 

On  Mr.  Johnson's  amendment  on  the 

same  subject,  ^         855 

On  the  amendmei^  of  Mr.  Bowie  to 
the'order  of  Mr.  Thomas,  respect- 
ing the  application  to  the  Elective 
Franchise  Report  of  the  general 
order  limiting  debate,  855 

On  adjournment,  855 

On  the  Report  of  Mr.  Spencer  con- 
cerning the  Printing  and  Report- 
ing. 861 
On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stewart, 
of  Baltimore  city,  to  the  Ele^ye 
Franchise  Report,  861 
On  Mr.  Spencer's  amendment  on      , 
the  same  subject,  861 
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On  Mr.  Dorsey*8  several  amend- 
menU,  863, 864 

On  laying  on  the  table  the  order  of 
Mr.  McHenry,  concerning  mile- 
age to  the  Officers  of  the  Con- 
Tention,  864 

On  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
9      the  said  order,  865 

On  postponing  indefinitely  the  Re- 
port on  Free  Colored  ropulation,    865 

On  laying  on  the  table  the  order  of 
Mr.  Sprigg,  respecting  compen- 
sation to  certain  officers  of  the 
Conrention  for  extra  services,  865 

On  postponing  until  the  1st  day  of 
August  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  on  Free  Colored  Popula- 
tion, 865 

On  the  substitute  order  of  Mr. 
Thomas  concerning  the  signature 
and  publication  of  the  iftw  Con- 
stitution, 866 

On  the  order  of  Mr.  Johnson  as  thus 
amended,  866 

On  laying  on  the  table  the  order  of 
Mr.  Morgan  for  compensation  to 
George  ».  King  for  extra  servi- 
ces, 806 

On  the  adoption  of  the  said  order,       867 

On  taking  a  recess,  867 

On  Mr.  8pencer*8  amendment  to 
Mr.  Constable^s  order  concerning 
compensation  to  Samuel  Peacock 
for  extra  services,  867 

On  laying  the  said  order  on  the  table,    867 

On  the  adoption  of  the  said  order,        868 

On  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Bowlegs 
order,  with  the  several  amend- 
ments thereto  pending,  concern- 
ing compensation  to  certain  offi- 
cers of  tne  Convention  for  extra 
services,  868 


On^the  order  of  Mr.  Bowie  for  com- 
pensation to  William  Hall  for 
extra  services,  869 

On  Mr.  Dorsey^s  motion  to  suspend 
the  rule,  870 

On  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  John 
Newcomer^s  motion  to  re-consider 
the  vote  granting  extra  compensa- 
tion to  Samuel  Peacock,  871 

On  postponing  the  consideration  of 
the  said  motion,  871 

On  postponing  the  consideration  of 
the  onier  of  Mr.  Bowie  eoncem« 
ing  extra  compensation  to  Wm. 
Hall,  871 

On  seconding  the  Previous  Question,   872 
On  layine  on  the  table  the  order  of 
Mr.  McCabbin  relating  to  extra 
compensation  to  certain  officers  of 
the  Convention,  874 

On  laying  on  the  table  the  order 
concerning  the  per  dUm  of  the 
Pr^ident  of  the  Convention,  874 

On  the  adoption  of  the  said  order,  875 
On  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Ridgely^s 
order  concerning  mileag^e  to  cei^ 
tain  officers  of  the  convention,  87S 
On  the  twenty-eighth  section  of  the 
Judiciary  Report,  as  amended  by 
the  Revisory  Committee,  876 

On  seconding  the  previous  question,    883 
On  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Howard's 
order  concerning  the  engrossed 
copy  of  the  amended  ConsUtutioo,   883 
On  adjournment,  883 

On  adjournment,  889 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howard  that 
the  engrossed  constitution  be 
signed  by  the  President  of  the 
convention,  and  attested  by  the 
Secretary  thereof,  890 


CORRECTIONS 

RECEIVED   TOO    LATE   TO    BE   NOTICED   IN  THE    REGUL.\R   PLACE. 

«  On  page  108  of  the^Register,  (quarto  edition,^  in  the  following  remark  of  Mr.  Thomas — *<Our 
Superior  Court,  especially,  ought  to  be  so  organized  as  to  establish  for  one  party  an  abuse  of 
which  manv  members  of  another  party  had  experienced  the  advantages,^'  the  word  **noV*  was 
omitted  bcK)re  the  words  *'to  be  so  organized,"  thus  perverting  the  meaning  of  Mr.  Thomas. 

In  the  same  page,  in  the  sentence,  **The  organization  of  a  Court  with  but  one  class  of  politi- 
cians on  the  bencn,  had  a  tendency  to  foster  and  encourage  practicing  lawyers  with  reference  alto* 
gether  to  their  legal  knowledge,"  the  word  **with"  before  the  word  *<  reference"  ought  to  be 
'•without." 

And  on  the  same  page,  in  the  sentence,  **The  Report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
that  proposed  to  abolisn  the  revenue  of  the  Orphans'  Courts,"  the  words  **  the  revenue  of  were 
introduced  out  of  place. 


GENERAL 

SKE.TCHES  OF  DEBATES, 

PREPARED   EXPRESSLY,   AS    SUCH. 

BY   ORDER   OF   THE   CONVENTION. 


MONDAY,  January  13.  1851. 

Tbe  Condition  met  (a  quorum  being  preient.) 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grauff. 

The  Journal  of  Saturdky  wm  read  and  ap- 
lioted. 

HcMRt  G.  WaccLKai  appointed  under  the 
•rder  of  the  ConYention,  official  Reporter  d*  lU 
idhatet  (under  certain  nmtrictionB  and  limita- 
tioM)  appeared  and  took  hie  seat 

The  UmiYCDtion  resumed  the  consideration  of 
ths  anfinahed  businen  of  Saturday,  being  the 
Mlioo  of  Mr.  Wkbms.  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
ths  Cbnrention  upon  the  order  submitted  bj  Mr 
TaoMAS^oa  the  6th  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
fnpantioD  of  the  Map  of  the  State,  &c. 

Mr.  MoROAN  mof  ed  to  postpone  the  oonside- 
ntioQ  of  the  same  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sbriybr  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
titosime  be  postponed  until  Thursday,  16th  inst 

Detemioed  in  the  affirmative 

On  motkm  of  Mr.  Beo  wn,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  SecreUry  of  this  Convention 
firaet  sueh  of  the  committee  clerks  as  he  may 
ttink  proper,  to  add  up  the  census  returns  for  the 
us  ofthe  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Gvimr.  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  upon  the  Journal, 
that  Mr.  Marriott,  a  committee  clerk  to  this 
Coaveation,  is  detaioed  from  this  Convention  by 
isdiiposition. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr  HARBniB,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  upon  the  Journal, 
that  Mr.  MtcRABL  Nawcombr,  a  member  of  this 
GMreotion,  is  detained  from  the  Convention  by 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbarm,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  upon  the  Journal, 
that  Mr  Jacobs,  a  member  of  this  Convention,  is 
dslaiiied  from  his  seat  bv  indisposition. 

Mr.  Mbill.  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citiieiia»  members  of  the  Menonite  Church, 
prsying  that  the  Convention  will  take  into  con&i- 
deratioii.  the  necessity  of  makin|f  provisions  in 
tbe  Comtitutioo  for  such  societies  and  such  per- 
Mos  who  are  conscientious  in  bearing  arms. 
svearittc  the  oath  and  serving  as  Jurors,  &c. 

Which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Null, 
ntatdtoooouaittMNotli.   , 


THB  BLBCTIVB   FRANGHISB. 

On  motion  uf  Mr.  Phblps,  the  C»nvention  again 
renolved  itself  into  committee  ofthe  whole,  Mr. 
Bi  AKiATONR  in  the  chiiir.  and  resumed  the  consi- 
deration of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
l^loctive  Franchi)ie 

Th<^  (|ue^tion  before  the  committee  being  upon 
tlie  aim;ndtnent  odered  by  Mr.  Cbambbrs,  of 
Kent,  to  insert  in  tlio  first  section,  second  line, 
the  words  *  fur  six  months,'*  in  lieu  of  the  words 
**  for  Uiirty  days,*'  (which  lisd  been  prevbusly 
stricken  out  by  the  vote  of  tlie  Convention.) 

Mr.  BiscR  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  havmg  been  taken,  were  at 
follows : 

4/|SfmaliM.— Messrs.  Dent,  Lee,  Chamben,  of 
Rent,  Dorsey.  Welb,  Randall.  Kent,  Bond,  Johii 
Dennis,  Jas.  U.  Dennis,  Crisfield.  Dashiel,  Wil- 
liams, Hicks,  Hodson  Goldsborough,  Phel*a, 
Sprigg,  McCubben,  McMaster  and  Heani— 9t. 

m^egaiivf. — Messrs.  Cbapmsn,  President,  Mm 
can,  BUkintone,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Dalryiopia 
Sollers,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell.  Welch,  Ridf 
ley,  Llovd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Col* 
ston,  Chambers,  of  Cecil,  McCullough,  Miller, 
McLane,  Bowie.  Grason,  George,    Dirickson, 
Shriver,    Gaither,    Riser,   Annan,  Sappington, 
VIcHenry.  V  agraw.  Nelson,  Thawley.  Stewart, 
of  Carohne,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn  Brent,  of  Bahl  * 
more  city.  Fiery,  Neill.  John  Newcomer,  Har- 
bine,  Kilgour,  Brew  er.  Waters,  Weber,  Hollyday, 
Slicer,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Park,  Shower,  Cockey, 
and  Brown — 53. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Chamsers.  of  Kent,  moved  to  ameild  the 
said  report,  as  herinafter  stated. 

Mr.  DoRtav  said  that  in  addition  to  what  had 
fallen  from  hiui  on  a  fonner  occasion,  he  would 
now  add  but  a  few  remarks.  Since  tbe  adjourn- 
ment of  this  Convention  on  Saturday,  he  had  been 
informed  of  a  fact,  of  which  he  was  before  ignorant, 
that  increased  his  convictions  ofthe  expediency, 
nay,  necessity,  of  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  manner 
proposed.  He  had  learned  fiom  a  gentleman  in 
whom  he  reposed  confidence,  that  this  cormpling 
vice,  of  political  partizaos  paying  out  of  their  own 
or  party  funds  raised  for  that  purpose,  the  costs  of 
naturauzatioD  papen  of  fineignart  btcoming  eitt- 
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sens,  was  oKtending  itself  into  the  counties  o. 
this  State,  and  was  not,  as  be  had  heretofore  sup- 

E^sed  it  to  be,  confined  to  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
is  informant  stating^  that  again,  again,  and  aeain, 
he  had  seen  persons  thus  in  the  possession  of  na- 
turalization papers,  as  they  arc  called,  standing 
at  the  polls  of  an  election  district  of  the  county 
of  his  residence,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  new 
made'  citizens,  who  received  their  certificate  of 
naturaiization  from  the  person  who  gave  them  at 
the  same  time  a  ticket  to  vote,  which  the  person 
oving  it,*  he  saw  deposited  in  the  ballot-box. 
That  the  day  before  the  last  election  in  this  State, 
a  friend  of  the  infi)rmant  called  upon  him  and 
showed  him  the  naturalization  papers  of  a  foreign- 
er, for  which  he  had  paid  the  clerk;  and  that  in 
consideration  thereof,  this  new  born  citizen  was, 
by  agreement,  to  meet  him  the  next  day  at  the 
polls,  and  vote  the  ticket  tliat  was  to  be  given 
aim,  upon  the  receipt  of  his  papers  thus  paid  for. 
My  inu>rmant  then  observed  to  his  friend — **But 
bow  do  vou  know  that  he  will  not  cheat  you  in 
voting  the  ticket  ^iven  him?*'  The  reply  was, 
*'  I  am  to  see  the  ticket  deposited  in  the  ballot- 
box,  and  if  he  does  not  do  so,  he  shall  not  have 
his  papers  at  all." 

This,  he  was  credibly  informed,  and  verily 
believes,  was  but  an  ordinary  transaction,  occur- 
ring on  every  election  day  at  the  polls  of  the  difier- 
eot  wards  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  If  this  Con- 
vention under  such  circumstances  will  do  nothing 
to  put  a  check  upon  such  abuses  of  the  elective 
franchise,  such  foul  corruptions  of  the  ballot-box; 
then  indeed  there  is  no  hope  of  the  permanency  of 
our  free  political  institutions;  which  can  only  exist 
or  be  preserved  whilst  the  purity  of  the  ballot-box 
is  protected  against  fraud  and  corruption.  In  all 
fairness  he  would  state  that  the  particular  instance 
of  misconduct  in  a  county  of  tliis  State,  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  was  the  act  of  a  whig,  not  of  what 
in  this  body  has  been  called  progressive  demo- 
cracv,  nor  had  he  ever  intimated  a  belief  that  the 
aimilar  conduct,  which  he  had  described  as  pre- 
Tailinff  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  was  imputable  to 
one  of  the  poUtical  parties  only.  He  had  always 
regarded  the  odium  as  justly  attributable  to  both 
parties.  But  as  to  what  I  shall  say  or  do  in  this 
Convention,  I  disclaim  all  party  ties  or  obliga- 
tions; I  belong  to  no  party,  my  sole  object  being, 
in  the  matters  now  under  consideration,  to  purge 
and  protect  the  ballotrbox  from  all  impurities, 
and  to  frame  such  a  Constitution  as  will  give 
equal  security  and  protection  to  every  portion  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  promote  its  tranquil- 
ity and  prosperity  for  ages  yet  to  come. 

He  was  free  to  confess  that  he  was  not  so  re- 
plete with  the  milk  of  human  kindness  and  tole- 
rationi  as  the  distinguished  member  from  Queen 
Anne,  who  sees  nothing  in  the  acts  of  those  pa- 
tronizers  of  naturalization,  which  he  had  endea- 
vored to  portray,  but  instances  of  the  purest  and 
most  praiseworthy  charity  and  benevolence. 
Could  he  view  their  acts  in  the  light  that  he  does, 
be  should  be  one  of  the  last  persons  in  the  com- 
munity to  complain  of  them.  To  ask  him  to  do 
■o,  was  a  heavier  tax  upon  his  credulity  than  it  is 
able  to  bear.  He  had  so  kog  been  in  the  habit 
Jkf  judging  ef  the  aetion  of  men  by  the  metivea 


which  prompted  them,  that  he  wanted  faith  ii 
that  kind  of  charity  and  benevolence,' which  i 
barren  of  all  fruits,  is  hermetically  sealed  u| 
for  eleven-tweliliis  of  the  years,  and  never  dia 
closes  itself  or  is  seen  or  heard  of,  but  upon  tbi 
eve  of  a  warmly  contested  election.  In  the  purit; 
or  sincerity  of  a  beuevolence  so  novel  and  extra 
ordinary,  he  must  confess  that  he' reposed  no  con 
fidence.  *  # 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  had  been  under  th( 
impression  that  this  very  discursive  debate  bad 
terminated  on  Saturday,  and  that  he  had  regard- 
ed the  able,  patriotic,  and  liberal  s^^ech  of  tlM 
gentleman  from  Calvert,  (Mr  Sollcrs)  as  en 
tirely  conclusive  on  the  subject.  It  seemed 
however,  from  the  remarks  which  had  b^ 
made  this  morning,  that  the  debate  was  not  yet 
to  be  brought  to  a  close,  and  hence  the  necet' 
sity  ot  a  lew  observations  from  him  (Mr.  Bo- 
chanan). 

His  object  was  to  say  a  lew  words  to  his  frienc 
from  Kent  (Mr.  CnAMBRas).  I'he  proposition  be 
fore  the  Convention  was  to  engraft  upon  our  poB 
tical  system  a  provision  wholly  unknown  to  i 
before— unjust — invidious — oppresssive,  and  ii 
derogation  of  the  spirit  of  the  age.  Before  an] 
such  provision,  emanating  from  so  distinguishec 
a  quarter,  should  be  incorporated  in  our  Consti- 
lation,  the  Convention  was  entitled  to  heaj 
some  satisfactory  reasons  for  the  change.  Hi 
submitted  whether  his  friend  from  Kent  had  nol 
failed  to  make  out  such  a  case  as  ought  tO'besfr 
tisfactory  to  the  Convention—whether,  in  faet, 
he  had  not  expected  gentlemen  who  advocated 
a  different  system  to  give  their  reasons  for  the 
faith  that  was  in  (Afm,  rather  than  assign  anj 
sufficient  reasons  for  his  own.  The  gentlemai 
presumed  that  frauds  existed,  and  on  the  strengtt 
of  that  presumption,  he  boldly  made  the  cbargi 
of  their  existence.  Now,  his  friend  well  knen 
that  no  principle  was  better  settled,  than  thai 
where  a  charge  of  fraud  was  made,  it  was  nottc 
rest  purely  upon  presumption, but  the  gentlemai 
had  given  the  Convention  nothing  more  than  thi 
vaguest  suspicion  of  its  existence.  If  frauds  di^ 
actually  exist,  and  if  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  fn)m  Kent  would  remedy  the  evil,  hi 
(Mr.  B.)  was  quite  willing  that  the  gentlemai 
should  have  his  own  way  ;  but  if  fraud  did  doI 
actually  exist,  then  the  whole  basis  of  the  com* 
plaint  was  taken  away. 

Upon  what  did  the  gentleman  rest  his  charge 
of  fraud?  Why,  upon  the  ground  that,  a  ahoii 
time  before  an  election  came  on,  when  the  ex* 
citement  was  great,  when  the  judgments  wen 
lulled,  or  their  cupidity  awakened,  frauds  wen 
not  only  more  easily  committed,  but  were  in  &ei 
committed  upon  the  ballot-box.  Tbe  argument 
was  not  valid.  Every  man  having  any  knowledgi 
of  the  mode  of  conducting  elections  in  the  StaU 
of  Maryland,  (especially  in  that  part  of  the  Stall 
to  which  the  mind  of  his  friend  from  Kent  wai 
more  particularly  directed,  that  was  to  say,  the 
City  or  Baltimore,  where  tlie  greatest  amount  ol 
the  foreign  population  resided,)  knew  that  thi 
time  antecedent  to  an  election,  when  great  es* 
citement  prevailed,  and  when  oorreapondinff  mm 
and  vigilinoe  were  ezeroiiedi  was  preciselj  thi 
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time  wh«n  inch  fraadt  oonkl  not  be  committed. 
The  eicHement  itadf  prevented  their  perpetra- 
tion ;  because  there  were  so  many  increased  means 
for  its  detection.  He  insisted,  thcmforc.  that  his 
friends  on  the  other  side  were  mif>taken  in  asAcrt- 
bur,  that  frauds  were  committed  to  an  enormous 
extent  in  the  City  of  Baltimore.  What  mii^ht  he 
the  case  in  the  counties  he  did  not  know — hut  so 
&r  as  Baltimore  was  concerned,  the  difficultj  was 
not  to  prevent  frauds,  but  to  commit  them. 

Mr.  BccHAN'AN  then  examined  the    position 
which  had  been  taken,  that  a  suHpirion  of  fraud 
existed  because  men  delayed  application  furtlirir 
natural izatiun  papers,   in  the  expectation  that 
other  parties  would  contribute  to  their  payment. 
SappcMe  this  to  be  the  case.     He,  for  one'would 
plead  ^iltj  to  the  charge,  and  would  hold  him- 
lelf  re«pon*ibIe  for  tiiat  higii  offence.    Suppose  it 
to  be  true,  that  a  man  did  contribute  out  of  his  own 
pocket  a  portion  of  the  means  to  enable  an  indi- 
vidual entitled  to  naturalization,  to  procuie  his 
papers.     Was  that  wrong  ?   Was  it  not  in  accord- 
tnce  with  the  very  spirit  of  our   institutions? 
Had  we  not  invited  the  people  of  other  lands  to 
mulate  our  career,  and  take  a  Ii<;hr  from  the 
lamp  of  freedom  which  was  burninir  here  1  What 
had  we  done  in  the  case  of  the  Greeks,  and  the 
F6les.  and.  more  recently,  in  the  cause  of  Hun- 
giry?    Had  wc  not  held'oiit  to  thorn  the  liclit  of 
our  example,  and  told  them  that  tli(7  were  nut 
ooly  entitled  to  be  free — but  entitled  to  the  glo- 
rious liberty  which  wo  ourselves  enjoyed?    And 
had  we  not  substantially  said  to  them,  come  and 
cist  your  lot  with  us,  and  we  will  hhow  yon  how 
free  we  are.'    Suppose  then,  that  a  son  of  Krin 
should  make  an  api>eal  to  him  (and   ho  took 
one  of  that  race  of  men  as  an  ilhifitration,  because  j 
in  the  hour  of  trial  and  of  dark  adveri^iiy  he  had 
Over  found  them  true)— suppose  such  an  indivi- 
dnl  should  make  an  application  to  him  (Mr.  B) 
He  should   examine   into  the  matter   and  see 
whether  he  wan  entitled  to  his  naturalization  pa- 
pers.   SuppoM  he  found  him  to  be  so — but  that  he 
vu  anable  without  aid  to  obtain  his  naturalization 
papers;  or,  at  all  events,  that  for  reasons  satiyfac- 
to^  to  himself,  he  should  call  his  (Mr.  B.>)  aid, 
and  he  should  grant  it     Was  tills  fraud  1     Was 
there  any  thing  wrong  in  it  ?    If  the  man  was 
entitled  to  his  papers,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  should 
choose,  of  his  own  volition,  or  upon  the  appeal  of 
the  individual  himself,  to  aid  him  in  obtaining 
bis  papers,  was  there  any  thing  more  in  the 
transaction  than  any  good  freeman,  or  any  gene- 
rous mind,  might  properly  and  rightfully  do  ? 

Mr.  B.  then  alluded  to  the  general  nature  of 
the  testimony  on  which  these  allegations  of  fraud 
rested— that  of  the  Newspaper  press— as  being 
uoatiafactory  and  insufficient  Disclaiming  any 
charge  of  corrupt  motive,  ho  submitted  that  news- 
papers  did  sometimes  say  very  extrnordinary 
things  in  regard  to  tho  course  and  characters  as- 
sumed, moral  and  political.  Tho  Convention 
itself  had  in  the  course  of  its  debates,  had  some 
experience  on  that  point  And,  in  high  party 
times  especially,  one  newspaper  might  be  got  to 
advocate  any  one  doctrine,  and  another  to  advo- 
cate mnoCher— each  devoutly  believing  in  the  or-> 
tbodotzy  of  his  own  doctrine.    And  if  gentlemen 


were  about  to  throw  their  arms  around  the  whole 

Eress,  and  say  that  the  Convention  were  bound  to 
eliove  that  these  monstrous  frauds  existed  be- 
cause they  were  charged,  he  knew  not  where  it 
would  lead  them.  There  was  then  no  proof  to 
show  the  existence  of  these  frauds. 

But  his  fiiond  from  Anne  Arundel  (Mr.  Dor- 
'CY.)  had  nd\rrtrd  to  the  reports  which  were 
abroad,  in  Biliimom  City,  that  these  frauds  wcr« 
committed  I'roni  lime  to  time,  and  to  an  alarming 
extent.  Surely  no  such  hean<ay  evidence  could 
Iw  depended  upon.  Before  no  tribunal — and 
least  of  all  before  such  a  high  tribunal  as  this 
— was  any  such  testimony  to  be  received.  He 
challenged  his  friend  from  Kent  to  show  thefiMt 
upon  which,  ns  a  lawyer  or  as  a  Judge,  he  could 
pronounce  that  fraud  did  eiist. 

But  the  gentlemen  from  Anne  Arundel  came 
to  the  relief  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  and 
said  *'  Oh  !  it  makes  no  dilference,  tlie  provbion 
only  affects  a  few  ;  it  lias  no  retrospective  influ* 
enco."  Suppose  that  a  few  persons  only  were 
to  bo  aifectcd.  AVas  that  any  reason  for  the 
adoption  of  such  a  provision?  Were  the  feelings 
of  a  whole  class  of  honest  men  to  be  wounded, 
or  were  they  to  be  diMfranrhised  because  a  few 
might  he  guilty  of  ihi'se  frauds?  If  there  were 
only  a  few,  it  was  more  facile  to  discover  who 
they  were,  and  to  punish  them.  But  he  denied 
that  the  operation  of  this  provision  will  be 
perspective  alone,  and  not  retrospective,  kven 
if  it  were  only  perspective  it  would  be  a  flag- 
rant act  of  hijustico  on  the  part  of  the  Conven- 
tion. Hut  it  was  retrospective  also,  and  Mr.  B. 
proceeded  to  sustain  this  position;  and  expres- 
sed his  belief  that  the  system  of  buying  votes 
was  carried  on  to  a  greater  extent  upon  the  East- 
ern Shore  than  in  any  other  part  of  tho  State 
of  Mar)'land.  At  the  same  moment  he  paid  a 
passing  compliment  to  the  incorruptible  integrity 
of  the  people  of  Baltimore  County,  and  remarked 
that  a  man  might  as  well  attempt  to  run  awaj 
with  the  Washington  Monument,  as  to  approach 
one  of  them  with  a  bribe.  He  took  it  that  that 
county  preserved  within  her  own  borders  purify- 
ing influences  enough  to  save  the  whole  Stale. 
[Laughter.] 

It  behooved  tho  Convention,  whilst  attemuiinc 
to  guard  against  frauds  on  tlie  part  of  natnnuized 
citizens,  to  be  careful  that  it  did  not  break  the 
good  faith  of  tho  Statu  with  them.  The  policy  of 
the  country,  from  its  earliest  days,  had  been  to 
encourage  immigration.  In  tlie  stormy  days  oi 
tlie  Revolution,  when  France  came  to  our  rca> 
cue,  the  policy  of  the  country  was,  not  to  repudi- 
ate and  insult  those  of  her  sons  who  tenaered 
their  services  and  their  lives  in  our  cause,  but  to 
lean  upon  them — to  put  them  in  the  van  of  our 
armies  and  to  entrust  them  with  the  charge  of 
our  dearest  and  most  sacred  rights.  He  referred 
to  the  services  which  had  been  rendered  to  the 
couutry,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, by  the  foreign  population,  and  cited  espe- 
cially the  cases  oi  Iai  Fayette,  l)e  Kalb,  Steuben 
and  Pulaski.  In  relation  to  Steuben,  so  gratified 
was  the  United  States  at  his  emigration  to  this 
country  that,  as  was  well  known,  Congress  pas- 
sed a  vote  of  thanks  to  him  for  coming  and  oner- 
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Ik  MoMetf  as  a  prtvate  soldier  in  the  ranki  md 
fighting;  oar  battles— and  soon  afterwards  he  took 
command  of  the  detachment  and  distinguished 
himself  throu^hoat  the  war.     Such  had  been  the 
policy  not  onlj  of  the  Federal  Government,  but 
of  tlie  Government  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland. 
The  most  liberal  and  enlarged  privileges  had 
been  allowed  to  tlie  freemen  of  tliat  day  ;  and 
that  policy  had  been  continued  until  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  of  '76.     It  was  true,  indeed, 
that  for  a  time  the  policy  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment had  been  changed,  and  a  restrictive  policy 
anibstituted.     But  the  latter  in  its  turn  had  been 
rspealed,  ^nd  been  followed  by  a  new  ^nd  most 
liberal  system.    It  taught  the  people  of  foreign 
coantries,  that  our  policy  was  to  admit  these 
persons  upon  more  liberal  terms  than  had  been 
field  out  under  former  laws.    It  would  be  bad 
ftith  now  to  turn  our  backs  upon  them,  and  en- 
aet  odious  provisions  against  them  calculated  to 
depi  ve  them  not  only  of  thjsir  rights,  but  of  th^ir 
•b^i  eter.  I 

i.Mr    B.  referred  to  the  services  which  ha    { 
»     )  rendered  by  the  foreign  population,    itd  i 
th «  debt  which  was  due  to  them — ins  'ur\ 

ihem  alter 
defence  of 
iitary  surug- 
fie    these  individuals  had  stood  manluily  up, 
tno  now  we  were  to  turn  upon  ihem  and  insuit 
t2lem.    Not  only  had  they  fought  our  battles, 
but  the^  bad  been  amtMig  the  foremost  in  the 
promotion  of  the  charities  of  the  land.    He  al- 
luded to  the  school-houses  they  had  built  in  Bal- 
timore, and  e»-pecially  to  an  institution  in  Balti> 
more  county,  which  had  betxk  built  by  the  muni- 
ficence of  an  Irishman,  and  which  was  known 
as  **the  Orphans*  Home  *'    He  also  referred  to 
the  late  case  of  the  McDonough  bequest,  in  il- 
lustration of  his  point.    And  he  concluded  by 
eipr'sshig  the  hope  that  the  Convention  would 
not  only  act  up  to  the  vote  it  had  fciven  on  Satur- 
day last  but  that  it  would  reject  the  proposition 
before  it,  so  as  to  indicate  to  the  |>eopie  of  ^he 
State  that  although  they  were  willing  to  enlfr- 
tain  it  as  a  matter  of  caution  and   respect  to 
those  who   advocated  it,  yet  that,  as  a  body, 
the  Convention  was  utteily  oppobed  to  its  adop- 
tion. 


ui «  QQiii  wnicn  was  oue  lo  mem — 
••facially  the  services  rendered  by  » 
t'.  '  destrMct^n  of  the  capitol,  in  the 
ik^'iroo^.    In  all  our  civic  and  miiit 


political  and  party  tendencies,  whatever  tfiey 
may  be,  or  whether  his  father  was  a  whig  or 
a  democrat,  was  a  matter  of  little  import  It 
was  not  necessary  to  trace  his  lineage.  But  he 
lelt  ealk^  on  to  resist  the  assumption  of  aa 
Mit|K>rity  to  compel  the  junior  membert  of  titis 
boily  to  sit  still  and  sa^  nothing.  He  desired  to 
say  thst  he  had  ottered  not  a  single  sentimeDt 
which  had  not  emanated  from  his  heart.  The 
gentleman  froni  Kent,  the  gentleman  from  Anna 
Arundel  and  the  gentleman  A-<>m  Queen  Anne 
ha*]  all  introduced  poliiii:9  in  their  speeches^ and 
in  a  style  in  compurison  of  which  he  had  said 
nothuig  extra  variant.  He  had  thoorht  it  right 
to  make  this  explanation,  and  to  add  that  while 
he  had  no  desire  to  asseil  the  gentleman  from 
Anne  Arundel,  he  could  rntf  consent  taait  ailenl 
wh^n  he  himself  was  assailed. 

The  quest  on  was  then  stattd  te:  be  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Chambers. 

Mr  Biser  asked  the  yeas  and  nay%  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken  resulted  vfr  fal- 
lows: 

•^ffimuUvfe — Messrs.  Dent,  Lee,  Chambevt  of 
Kent,  Dorsey,  We^s,  Randall,  Kent,  Bond,>alln 
Dennis,  James  U.  I'ennis,  Crisfield.  Dasbistt^ 
Williams,  Hicks,  Hodson  Goldi^borough,  1  helps^ 
Sprigg,  vicCubbin,  McMaster  and  Heam — 11. 
Negative — Messrs.  Chapman,  i  resident,  Mor- 
gan Bls^kistone,  Hopewell,  Rica,ud,  Dalrymple, 
Sollers,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell.Welel||.  Ridgeiy, 
Lloyd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  €to£toii» 
Chambers  of  Cecil,  Mc<  ullough,  Miiler.'M^ 
Lane     Bpwie,    Grayson,    George,    Dirickson, 


[Mr.  B.  spoke  about  35  minutes.  The  above 
is  a  mere  outline  of  his  points,  but  is  considera- 
bly longer  than  the  limit  prescribed  b}  the  con- 
tract.] 

I^r.  SoLLKRS  stated  that  the  gentleman  from 
Anne  Arundel  had  characterized  some  remarks 
which  he  had  made  on  Saturday,  as  »il<l,  ejitra- 
▼agant  and  not  worthy  ofnotiie.  He  fell  him- 
self called  on  to  refer  to  the  fact  this  morning, 
especially  as 

**A  chicles  amaqgus  takin'  notes.V 

Mr.  Dorset  explained  that  he  did  not  use  the 
phrase  imputed  to  nim,  '^uot  worthy  of  notice,*' 
out  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  called  on  to  no* 
tice  the  remarks. 

Mr.  SoLLcaa  resumed,  That  may  be  true, 
but  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel  stated 


Shriver,  Gaitlier,  Biser,  Annan.  Suppington^' 
McHenry,  Magraw,  Nelsin  Tbawley,  ^tewart 
of  Carolme,  Hardcasle,  Gwinn,  Breni  of  Baiti* 
moie  city.  Fiery,  Neill.  John  Newcomer,  Har^ 
bine,  Kilgour.  Brewer,  Waters,  >f\eber.  Holly- 
day,  Slicer,  Fltzpa^ti  ict^,  Smith,  Pkrke»  c^ bower, 
Cockey  and  Brown — 53. 

fck)  the  amendment  w  as  rejected. 

Mr  Bmowm  indicated  his  intentioR  to  offer  an 
amendment 

The  Chair  requested  tha,t  the  gentlemen  would 
reduce  it  to  writing. 

Mr.  Chambers  interposed,,  and  desired  the  op*. 
poftunity  to  state  what  his  amendment  was 

Mf.  BttcNT  }ielded  the  floor  (or  the  purpose. 

Mf .  Chambbrs  then  declared  bis  amendment 
to  be  in  the  folio u  ing  woids : 

VKvery  tree  white  malecilizeB  of  the  United 
St.ites,  of  ^1  Years  of  age  and  upwards,  wlio 
shall  have  resided  in  this  &>tate,**&e. 

Mr.  Brown  r^feind  to  a  case  in  which  the 
amendment  would  operate  unfairly.  i^upP'  se  i^ 
man,  living  near  t|ie  county  line,  acquired  hj 
purchase  ur  bequest  an  etttate  l}iiig  over  the  line 
and  in  the  adjuiiting  county,  and  transfer  his  re- 
sidence  to  the  newly  acquit ed  property,  is  he. 
to  be  compelled  to  r^mai<>  six  mouths  at liia  new, 
residence  befcr :  he  is  permitted  to  vote  in  that 
county  ?  V\  hue  we  ought  to  do  all  that  we  can 
to  prevent  per>ons  from  comine  into  a  county  for 
a  b  lief  rt^  sidence,  merely  for  the  pupo«e  of  voting, 
w^  oi'ght  to  be  carefpl  not  tu  abridge  the  rights 
of  honest  citiiens,  whose  right  to  vote  i*  not 


that  the  remarks  were  eiitravagant.    As  to  hia  <  queaUoned.    The  object  of  the  constituti^  ie  te 


dM  lUI  eBjoymMit  of  th*  right  of  Miffraii* 
to  thoM  vHo  are  entiUed  to  H.  not  to  throw  ob- 
stacles h  iti  wa? .  A  eUinn  entitled  to  hie  vote 
kn  one  roanty.  oufht  aot  to  be  4«*pii«ei}  of  his 
suffrafe  berau^e  he  h4S  f emo?cd  hit  reeidence 
orer  an  imagiiiarji  line. 

Judge  CH4HaKai  statpd  that  it  wa»  impoMible 
in  the  mont  perfect  system  of  !•  gitlation  lo  to 
regulate  hi*  uperatiun  an  to  present  the  nccui^ 
rence  of  caMS  of  indiTidual  hardship,  in  ihe 
appliraiio;'  of  prin<  iplea  it  is  nM-esAary  to  keep 
io  r'ttw  the  intifreHtu  of  communities  ll  u  ow- 
ing to  the  unaToidable  dtfertiveue^'S  of  all  human 
legislation,  that  no  rule  caa  be  adopted  which 
will  work  with  its  general  I'qnity  in  every  ii  di- 
vidual ra«e.  He  i  listed  on  the  nece«nity  of  re- 
quiring a  residence  of  six  months  m  a  county  to 
entitle  Uie  resident  to  the  right  (if  voting  in  that 
county.  Without  fuch  a  provision,  what  was 
th^re  to  present  a  portion  of  the  voters  of  one 
county  fnim  parsing  over  the  line  to  give  their 
votes  ill  another  county  ?  He  did  noi  mean  that 
we  were  purer  or  belter  now  thun  we  ha^e  been. 
Friiidfl  were  perpetrated,  and  their  was  little 
difienlty  in  obtaining  witnesses  to  'U!«tHiii  them, 
and  to  screen  the  per|  e  rators.  It  sh.>uhl  be 
our  aim  to  adi>pt  e%ery  nitKle  in  our  power  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  the  bailot-b<  x.  he  re- 
quested the  gentle cnan  from  Harford  to  with- 
dnw  his  ameudment 

Mr.  BanwK  ^aid  it  was  admitted  that  th-s  was  a 
qiie«tion  of  time ;  and  he  put  it  to  the  experience 
efprntlemen.  whether  the  niosi  strm^ent  laws 
»t  could  authorize  would  be  sufficent  to  prevent 
the  perpetration  of  frauds.  Where  you  would 
(hut  Out  one  person  from  the  ballot-box  to  pre- 
TeDt  a  fr^hdulent  vote,  you  would  exclude  two 
bon-st  votei«,  whoare  entitled  to  the  exerei-e 
of  their  privilege.  The  gentleman  from  Ktut 
ud  himself,  dipered  oo  e«ery  principle  connec- 
ted with  this  question,  and  at  a  proper  time' he 
night  off  r  an  amendment  to  reduce  the  time. 

Sir.  McHbnrt  asked  if  he  had  understood  the 
irentlenan  from  Kent  as  requesting  him  to  with- 
dfsw  his  amendment. 

Judge  Chamikrs  replied  that  he  had  done  so 
for  ti>e  purpoee  of  expediting  the  business  by  per- 
ai:ting  a  vo'e  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  McHaMXT  said  he  had  no  objection,  if 
Ihere  wa-*  ^  general  understai  ding  to  that  effect. 
Jbdfo  Dorset  expressed  a  desire  to  make  an 
amendment. 

Mr.    McHxKaT    declined   to  withdraw   his 
iBeiidment. 

An  indistinct  and  irrrpular  conven^ation  fol- 
Jowei,  which  was  tnHiained  by   a  number  of 
ffenhers,  as  to  the  phtaseology  of  the  aniend- 
■entof  Mf.  CuAMaaas,  the  re&ult  of  which  was  ' 
that— 

Mr.  CHAnacaf  read  tlie  amendment  in  the  fprm 
ia  which  he  desired  it  to  be  submilled  to  the  Con- 1 
vaotion,  and  offered  it  as  a  substitute  for  the 
fint  aecLiofi  of  the  Report.  | 

The  question,  therefore,  recurred  on  the 
anendmautofMr.  McHcMRT  (the  vote  requiring 
that  a  motion  to  perfect  a  proposition  shall  have 
pncedcDca  over  a  motion  to  strike  out.) 


Mr.  McHnraT  aaid.  that  tha  Cbovantion  had 
listened  to  lo  long  a  diecutfion  on  this  subject, 
that  hefhit  no  diapoaitiun  to  protract  it,  especial 
ly  M  he  felt  that  he  couM  throw  no  new  light 
upi>n  it.  He  expUined  tlie  object  of  his  amend- 
ment to  be  to  substitute  a  residence  in  the  dis- 
trict for  a  residence  in  the  county,  lie  thought 
that  it  would  effectually  guard  the  purity  of  the 
ballot  box,  by  making  it  iiiip4»»Hible  for  a  stranger 
to  fwlm  iiimaelf  off  as  a  renident.  He  was  as 
anxious  to  promote  the  purity  of  the  ballot  box 
as  any  man  in  the  (Convention,  but  at  the  same 
titiie  he  was  indipposed  to  place  unnecessary  re- 
strictiooH  upon  it. 

Mr.  UoRKKT  (interponing.)  Does  the  gentle- 
man dei«ignate  any  length  of  time— any  number 
of  days  ? 

I      Mr.  McHekry.    I  have  not  done  so.    I  pre- 
ferred to  leave  it  to  the  experience  of  other  mem- 
bers of  the  ("onveution  to  specify  what  a  proper 
limit  would  be. 
Mr.  Ciiambkri  would  be  willing,  he  said,  to 

'  vote  with  all  hiit  heart  (or  the  proitosition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Harford  (Mr.  AIcHcnry,)  if  he 

r  (Mr.  r.)  could  pernuade  himnelf  that  there  were 
any  thins:  in  the  proposed  modification  of  the  Re- 
port of  thf  C^onimittee,  calculated  to  improve  tha 
chances  of  a  pure  elecliou.  He  thought  it  prob- 
able that  the  sujsgestion  ronde  by  the  gentleman  . 
micht  in  a  certain  degree  effect  such  a  result. 
But  why  not  enirrafl  it  on  the  other.'  If  Uia 
gentleman  would  superadd  his  proposition  as  a 
requirement,  and  the  Convention  would  concur 
ill  it.  he  (Mr.  (-.)  would  ^ledly  go  with  him.  It 
need  not  displace  any  of  the  other  qualifiGations. 

Mr.  McHrnrt  said  he  had  already  disavowed 
very  distinctly  any  desire  to  impose  unnecessary 
shackles  on  tlie  exercime  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. He  referred  to  the  injurious  restriction 
which  it  was  the  object  of  his  amendment  to  re- 
move, and  contend<>d  that  it  contemplated  the 
substitution  of  something  useful  for  that  which 
was  at  present  useless — that  its  adoption  would 
prevent  frauds  and  would  lead  to  the  detection 
of  men  who  held  themselves  out  as  denizena 
when  in  fact  they  were  strangers. 

Mr.  M'Lanr  asked  if  tlie  gentleman  from 
Kent  had  any  distinct  puqiose  in  view  in  desiiin|^ 
this  change  from  the  phraseology  of  the  old  Con- 
stitution. 

Judge  Chambers  replied  that  he  had  none. 

Mr.  M'Lane.  In  that  case  he  would  move, 
by  way  of  amendment  to  the  proposition  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Kent,  to  adopt  the  provision  on 
Una  subject  contaiuod  in  ttie  old  Coustitution,  loti- 
dem  verba. 

Judge  Chambers  thought  that  the  language 
ought  to  be  rendered  a  little  more  explicit,  or 
there  might  be  some  ditHculiy  in  ascertaining 
what  sort  of  officers  would  be  elected. 

Mr.  M'Lane  did  not  apprehend  any  difficulty 
as  likely  to  arise  on  this  point  by  the  adoption  of 
the  language  of  the  old  Constitution.  Unless  the 
Convention  should  desire  for  some  distinct  pur- 
pose a  variation  of  the  phraseolc^  from  the  old 
article,  he  should  feel  some  unwillingness  to 
make  a  change.    He  would  confess  that  he  felt 
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10  much  Teneration  for  the  old  Constitution  as 
to  be  reluctant  to  lay  his  hands  upon  it,  although 
he  was  fully  aware  that  whatever  we  do  here 
would  be  in  part  to  chang:e  its  character  in  ^me 
degree  He  looked  with  great  respect  on  pome 
of  the  clauses  in  that  instrument,  and  thous^ht 
they  had  worked  well  Abuser,  it  is  true,  have 
crept  in,  and  he  was  ready  to  co-operate  with 
gentlemen  around  him  in  tneir  porrection  where 
they  existed  But  in  this  article  he  saw  no  ne- 
cessity for  any  change.  He  knew  there  had 
been  a  good  deal  of  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
distinction  between  citizens  of  the  State  and  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  Although  he  could 
not  concur  in  all  the  views  which  had  been 
thrown  out  in  thesH  discussions,  there  were  some 
to  which  he  gave  his  assent  And  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  obviating  all  difficulties  he  now  pro- 
posed, in  lieu  of  the'  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
men from  Kent,  to  insert  the  clause  as  it  stood  in 
the  old  Constitution,  without  alteration,  and 
which  he  would  now  read. 

•*  Every  free,  white,  male  citizen  of  this  State 
above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  no  other, 
having  resided  twelve  months  within  this  State 
and  six  months  in  the  county,  or  in  the  city  of 
Annapolis  or  Baltimore,  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion at  which  he  offers  to  vote,  shall  have  a  right 
of  sudTrage,  and  shall  vote  by  ballot,  in  the  elec- 
tion of  such  county  or  city,  or  either  of  them,  for 
Electors  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  representatives  in  this  Stale 
or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  Dele- 
gates to  the  General  Assembly  of  this   State    * 

•    •    and^sheriffs. 

JudgeCHAMBERs  reminded  the  Convention  that 
the  instrument  from  which  tlie  gentleman  from 
Cecil  had  read  his  amendment  was  not  the  origi- 
nal Constitution  of  177G,  but  was  comparatively 
a  late  affair,  (1809.)  The  language  of  the  old 
Constitution  was  very  different  as  may  be  seen  by 
a  reference  to  the  proceedings  on  its  adoption. 
The  language  of  the  old  Constitution  runs  thus  : 

"  All  freemen,  above  twenty -one  years  of  age, 
having  a  free-hold  of  fifly  acres  of  land  in  the 
county  in  which  they  offer  to  vote  and  residing 
therein,  and  all  free^nen  having  pioperty  in  this 
State  above  the  value  of  <£30  current  money,  and 
having  resided  in  the  county  in  which  they  offer 
to  vote  one  whole  year  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion, shall  have  a  ripht  of  suffrage  in  the  election 
of  delegates  for  such  county.'* 

He  supposed  that  when  the  amendment  was 
made  which  had  just  been  submitted,  it  was  be- 
cause we  required  citizenship,  which  was  not  re- 
quired in  the  old  Constitution.  Thai  instrument 
only  required  that  persons  should  be  residents  of 
the  State— it  also  used  only  the  word  "free," 
not  "free  white."  Conceive  the  phraseolojry 
altered  in  the  slightest  possible  decjree,  what 
would  be  the  effect  ?  We  have  citizens  of  the 
State  certainly  ;  as  nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  pas  laws  to  enable  foreigners  to  hold  estates 
Now  he  did  not  desire  to  insert  any  language 
which  does  not  convey  the  precise  idea  intended 
to  be  conveyed.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
indicated  what  a  citizen  of  the  State  is.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  flrom  Cecil  would  aee  the 


propriety  of  reinstating  the  word9  in  the  original 
mstrument  which  a  subsequent  Convention  atruck 
out.  Because  that  Convention  had  thought  it 
expedient  to  introduce  this  amendment,  it  wai 
hy  no  means  necessary  that  we  should  follow  ill 
their  stops.  It  ap|>ears  to  me,  as  it  did  to  the 
Committee,  that  thc.<?e  citizens  are  entitled  by 
their  residence  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  elective 
franchise  at  all  the  elections. 

Mr  M'Lanf.  did  not  think  that  the  fact  of  aQ 
individual  holding  land  should  constitute  him  a 
citizen.  But  he  would  not  press  his  amendment 
now.  as  he  would  have  the  opportunity  to  offer  it 
when  the  report  was  made  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Hrf.nt,  of  Baltimore,  asked  for  the  md?     ' 
ing  of  the  section. 

The  section  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  MrHENrv  moved  to  amend  by  striking  oat 
the  words  from  the  word  "election**  in  the 
third  line  to  the  word  "and  '*  in  tlie  fifth  line, be- 
ing as  follows,  **at  which  he  offers  to  vote  shall 
have  a  right  of  suffrage,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  following  : 

*•  Shall,  unless  excluded  hy  other  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  be  entitled   to  vote  at  every      i 
public  election  in  the  election  district  where  bis     j 
residence  may  have  been  established  j 

days  preceding  such  election,  and  not  elsewhere.**.     ' 

The  Chair  suggested  that  that  amendment 
would  be  in  order  after  the  one  now  pending 
shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

The  Chair  stated  the  question. 

Mr.  Donaldson  proposed  to  insert  the  time, 
and  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  s»ixty  days. 

Mr.  McHenrt  suggested  that  a  vote  should 
first  be  taken  on  the  principle. 

Mr.  Donaldson.  No,  iSir— it  is  a  practical 
matter  as  to  the  length  of  time. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  McHevrt 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  ten  days. 

Mr.  PiiF.i.ps  moved  thirty  days. 

The  question  was  taken  on  inserting  sixty  dayv, 
and  was  reject  d. 

And  tlie  question  was  taken  on  inserting  thirty 
days,  and  rejected. 

And  the  question  was  taken  oo  inserting  ten 
days  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Brown  enquired  of  the  Chair,  whether  it 
would  now  be  in  order  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
(Mr  Chambers.) 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  not  now  in  order. 
The  pending  proposition  had  not  yet  been  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  McHenrt  enforced  the  propriety  of  the 
adoption  of  his  amendment,  by  reference  to  the 
changes  which  were  proposed  to  be  made  in  the 
new  Constitution,  and  the  elections  which  would 
grow  out  of  them;  and  he  defended  it  against  the 
supposition  that  there  was  anything  in  it  which 
would  interpose  new  restrictions  upon  voters. 

Mr.  PiiKLps  said  the  object  of  the  amendment 
he  had  proposed  was  to  put  the  wards  of  the 
(;ity  of  lialtimore,  on  a  footing  witli  the  counties. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  frauds  <'o  not  usually 
erow  out  of  fraudulent  naturalization  papers, 
but  from  the  same  individuals  casting  their  votes 
at  different  places.    He  wished  to  reach  this 
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eTil.  Tl»«  ameiMlmeDt  of  the  gf^ntleman  from 
Hmrford,  (Mr.  McHcmrt,)  with  that  which  h«, 
(Mr.  P  )  now  propcMed  added  to  it,  would  go  far 
to  meet  the  case.  It  would  have  the  effect  of 
mailing  every  one  who  Btieinpietl  this  fraud 
known,  and  he  whulcMime  in  its  oifect  on  tiie 
elective  franchite.  His  motion  was  to  add  ttte 
wocda,  ^'aod  the  wards  in  tiie  City  of  Balti- 


ft 


Mr.  Gwivv  thought  the  security  ag:ain9t  frnud 
woold  not  be  increased  bv  thiftameiidiiient   Tiie 
Judges  bad  the  power  to  enquire  into  the  fact  ol 
residence.    If  an  indiTidusl  was  not  a  resident 
of  a  wmrd,  be  eould  onlj  get  his  vote  in  hy  a  false 
oath,  as  to  bis  term  of  residence,     ile  mi^ht  be 
asked  if  a  man  would  swca   falsely,  t!iut  he  h»d 
lived  in  a  ward  one  day,  would  noi  sa  readilv 
peijare  himself  as  to  a  residence  of  thirty  days. 
There  were  several  large  establish menLs  in  Bal- 
timore, which  employed  agrt^at  number  of  hands 
There  was  the  Clare  Factory,  the  Canton   and 
others.    The  persons  employed  there  generally 
reade,  while  in  this  employ,  in  the  w.irdtt  i  i 
which  ettablifrbnients    are  establibhed.  and    he 
eODsidered  it  would  be  very  hard  upon  these  per- 
iOQS  whenever  they  were  transferred  to  anotner 


Mr.  Phblps  made  a  few  remarks  m  reply,  in 
which  be  stated  tliat  it  was  his  de<iro  to  give  tue 
brgest  liberty  to  the  largest  number,  liut  it 
hid  been  charged  against  the  City  of  Baltimore, 
kythe  gentleman  fron  the  county  that  frauds 
hid  been  perpetrated  there  by  double  voting,  he 
tkoafht  the  amendment  would  check  that  evil. 

Mr  Brkut,  (in  the  absence  of  bis  colleague,) 
opreised  regret  that  his  colleague  was  not  in 
kit  seat.  The  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
bd  asserted  that  his  colleague  had  charged  on 
the  City  of  Baltimore,  that  frauds  were  perpe- 
taied  there  by  double  voting. 

Mr.  PHBtrs  said  he  had  so  understood  biro. 

Bfr.  BacNT  resumed.     The  gentleman   was 

utakeo     His  colleague  did  not  say  so.    His 

Ittguage  was  that  it  had  been  stated  to  him  as 

at  allegation.    He  would  now  take  occasion  to 

ay  that  he  was  i-pposed  to  all  attempts  to  im- 

pMi  restnclions  on  ttie  elective  franchise,    li 

vai  a  restriction  of  freedom,  and  he  wa^  opposed 

to  it    Does  a  man  by  a  residence  in  a  place  for 

thirty  «r  sixty  days  become  more  eulightened, 

(ka  by  a  residence  of  one.    He  who  is  entiiled 

lotbe  right  of  suffrage,  i^  as  much  entitled  to 

oereise  it  in  one  county  as  another,  and  in  one 

ward  as  another.    Why  is  it  considered  neces- 

Miy  that  he  should  have  been  a  local  resident  in 

a  particular  district,  to  entitle  him  to  vote  ?    He 

baa  much  entitled  to  vote  at  a  general  election, 

iAer  a  residence  of  thirty  da)  s,  as  of  six  months. 

By  the  existing  laws  a  residence  in  a  ward,  or  a 

dirtriet,  foi  one  day  is  sufficient.     If  there  was 

lobe  any  difference,  it  ought,  in  hii  opinion,  to 

be  in  favor  of  a  commercial  city,  where  aie  so 

May  laborers  who  are  compelled  to  sleep  where 

they  are  employed.    If  the  Judges  do  tlieir  duty 

all  this  illegal  voting  may  be  prevented.    He 

wu  rettdj  to  impose  any  penalty  to  put  down  il- 

ligKl  voting  i  but  he  woiUd  never  be  willing  to 


restrict  the  franchi«e.  If  there  was  to  be  any 
distinction,  it  should  be  iu  favor  of  a  large  com- 
mercial city. 

Judire  DoRSkT  expressed  his  concurrence  in 
the  vfews  of  the  gentkinan  from  Kent,  (Judge 
Ciiambi:r».)  as  to  thi*  impossibility  of  so  framing 
any  h'gislaiive  rule,  as  it  hhuuld  in  no  case  near 
hardly  on  an  individual.  It' he  could  adopt  the 
viewH  of  iht  gentle-nan  from  Baltimore,  who  had 
just  taken  liisi  ^cat,  he  hhould  be  ready  to  vote 
with  hini  iliDuuhout.  But  there  were  reasons 
which  opcated  in  his  mind  !«tr>ngly  in  favor  of 
a  SIX  ini'iiihs  le^iden^t•.  A  rcs!dencv  of  that  ex* 
teni  was  ne^es^al1  to  maki-  an  individual  (H)mp^ 
tent  to  give  an  inlelligeni  vote,  by  making  him 
familiarly  ncquainled  with  the  true  interests  of 
the  roiinty.  so  that  titt  may  be  guided  to  a  wise 
selection  of  a  candidate.  He  would  have  been 
iea<ly  to  vot<*  fur  the  aniendmenl  of  the  gentle- 
man fr'm  Harford.  (Mr.  McHkkrt.)  if  he  would 
have  accepted  tHo  animdments,  which  he  bad 
thought  proptr  to  be  added  to  it.  One  of  these 
was  to  insert  the  ward.s  in  the  ("ity  of  Baltimore, 
lie  had  understood  the  gentleman  from  Balti- 
more to  say  that  the  persons  in  the  wards  ought 
to  be  aljowf  d  to  vote  He  agreed  witn  him.  As 
he  viewed  the  Uw,  no  o  chad  an)  right  to  prevent 
the  voters  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  from  voting 
in  any  ol'  the  ward.t.  It  was  sufficient,  if  be  waa 
a  citizen  of  Baltiinoro  But  be  objected  to  the 
latitude  of  construction  which  would  ailow  the 
resident  of  a  Stale  to  vote  in  an^  county  he  may 
choose.  He  refuncd  to  the  period  when  a  num- 
ber of  persons  then  called  the  blue  light  fede- 
ralists, were  brought  into  the  City  of  Annapolis, 
for  tlie  purpose  of  defeating  a  popular  candidate. 
They  were  paid  »o  much  per  month,  but  thej 
were  treated  so  badly  by  the  people,  and  so 
thoroughly  hooted  by  the  boys,  and  made  so  un- 
comfortable, that  thi  y  violated  their  contract,  and 
left  the  city  without  regaining  to  effect  their  ob- 
ject They  were  not  in  force  enough  to  carry 
the  election  of  their  federal  representative ; 
their  funds  gave  out,  and  the  opposition  candi- 
date was  elected.  If  no  residence  is  to  be  re- 
quired, what  will  prevent  the  sending  into  any 
puiticular  county  xki  many  men  as  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  turn  t  ic  election.'  We  ought  to  se- 
cure the  purity  of  the  ballot-box.  We  ought  to 
insist  that  the  voters  in  the  counties,  and  City  of 
Baltimore,  bhall  be  residents  of  the  election  dn- 
tricts  and  reside  in  the  wards  in  which  they 
vote.  Without  such  restriction  the  voters  may 
come  out  from  the  large  in  numbers  sufficient  to 
overwhelm  the  public  aspirants  of  the  small 
counties.  Without  residence,  all  the  small 
counties  will  be  made  subject  to  the  large 
counties,  and  the  voice  of  the  people  will  be 
there  annihlated. 

These  remarks  were  produced  by  a  suggestion 
that  the  required  residence  in  the  counties,  and 
City  of  Baltimore  should  be  abolished. 

He  referred  tothe^ractice  which  prevailed  of 
raising  funds  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  elec- 
tions. If  tlie  voters  are  not  required  to  be  resi- 
dents of  the  wards  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  in 
which  they  vote,  what  is  to  prevent  them  from 


fotiDg  in  kM  the  diSerenl  wards!  Wh^  mif-hl 
not  John  Smiib  go  anil  vote  in  tnrj  ward,  and 

how  cmild  he  be  identified,  utleaa  he  wa«  a  dl>- 
linpii-hed  persun  whn  rould  ■<nt  hf  oTfrliwifc.ff 
and  in  thi)  wh  J  political  qicBlion*  of  the  p^tcsl 
haponanc-  miglil  be  rlei-Hl'd  li;  <h--re  fmudulrnt 
Toli-r*.  Ifit  Wis  tii.e,  a9^1»  r<l  by  li.e  ^entlr- 
iiian  from   Ballimufe  city,  llii.l  an  impnifwr  re- 

Wt  DUghl  to  imnove  tl  st  r.nii. 

He  was  nppi-ed  to  Ihia  duu  >le  voting  tn  th« 
Citj  nr  Baliimure.  ii  was  piuductive  of  (treat 
tniichier  (o  the  whole  Stale.  Ami  in  lb«  muni- 
cipal elections,  where  one  distri'i maj  ba  in  Ta- 
Tnr  or  one  person  and  the  next  in  favoroi  *n. 
other,  raters  frons  one  dintrict  can  turn  the 
Male  if  residenee  in  Ine  wnrd  be  not  re<]uireil. 
the  faTorHa  cindidate  of  the  ward  may  be  de- 
cidedly defeated  by  raters  corruptly  imported 
(rom  some  other  ward,  by  moving  into  tlie 
other.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Jloward  Dii- 
trlet.  lie.,  wtrere    each  eleclt  ila  own  Comroii- 


Sttte,  but  we  muil  not  touch  the  city  of  Balti- 
more. He  did  not  hold  himself  M  a  delegate 
marelj  for  Howard  District,  but  for  all  Urn 
Stats.  And  looking  at  the  interestof  the  wfaola 
State,  he  thought  a  reasonable  time  ought  la  ba 
hxed  fur  reaidence,  both  in  the  districts  Uinxigh 
the  State  and  in  the  wards  of  Baltimore  city. 

Mr.  Uheht,  of  Baltimore  city,  was  of  apinion 
that  a  man  who  moved  from  one  county  toan- 
othcr,  carried  with  him  the  right  to  vote.  It 
was  said  there  should  be  xome  restriction,  and  be 
would  be  willing  to  rgree  to  thirty  or  sixty  dtya 
in  the  county  and  twelve  monthi  in  the  State. 
But  he  wa*  entire!)  opposed  lo  any  rcatrictioa 
in  the  auETiaue  of  those  who  moved  merelj 
from  ore  election  district  to  anothei.     *     '' 


rardii 


—  teof  tlr- 


ileemrd  luflicient.    He  was  saltatied  with  that; 

in  it  the  previous  night:  aiid  any  one  can  chiu- 
ienge  his  vote  on  shewing  wheM  the  penoa  did 
sleep  ilie  last  night.  Hedi  sired  no  furlher  reslric- 
(lon-  The  law  preacrihingaretideiice  ufone  day 
cannot  be  evadrd  without  eithrr  fraud  or  perju- 
F),  wiiich  can  alwaji  be  4etai.ted  by  the  agency 
of  a  challenger.  With  reference  lo  what  bad 
bren  laid  by  the  grntleman  from  Anne  Arundel 
as  to  the  danger  of  the  voters  of  one  county  go- 
contended  that  no  evil  could  t«aultfrom  this  prac- 
tice, *s  they  could  only  vola  once,  and  if  they 
voted  in  another  county  they  could  not  return  to 
,  .,  ,  vote  in  their  own.     It  was  desirable  that  there 

replied,  Ihatif  the  residue  of  should  be  the  ful leal  possible  expression  of  tba 

n. ,  ,„,h-.„v„fP.i. ...  .      Hr»aa  opp<^  to  «.y  (». 

lould  have  the  effect  of  preveo- 
people  themMlves  will  perpe- 
impossible  to  prevent  tbem  bj 

..... any  reiinciions  we  may    impoee.     \%  hether  we 

n   Ihataspint    fix  a  residence  of  thirty  days  or  of  six  mooths, 

r  the  inlerfer-    the  leetricflon  will  be  rendered  of  no   effect  so 

wilb  those  of   Jongasthei^isaspintatnongthepeople  whkh 

•" thereroi«,ia 
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iHHenquiTFd  he 

w  the 

clinn  of  the 

citiiBDS  of  the  City  of  B 

could  ed'oct 

*>.     11  .night 

be  import 

a'l  ■nit-'  <ff n 

elertiniis    for 

iDunl'ipH 

iScera.  but  it  co 

lid  not 

influence  the 

election 

f  delegates  for 
tlie  .  Tt,  vole  o 

tie*.    If  the 

nty  one 

,  how  ik  the 

Stat.  i"j 

red,  if  the    vote 

■  be  given  in  this  or 

that  ward? 

Judge  Uoi 
dielJtatohai  iiuiniere-iin  thecityof  Balttmi 
there  would  b--.  Bone  reason  in  thii  ritw  of  the 
aubjtcl.     He   had  been   accu-ed  with  applying 
the  term  "rowdy"  to  the  cilisens  of  Ballimoni 
when  it  was  well  known  to  the  Convention  that 


night  he  pro 


i   (State  ir 
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lor  of  giving  the  largest  privilege. 

He-concluded  with  stating  that  he  did  notuiK 
'!!"'£!'  <ie"t«nd  hi.  friend  from  l<arlbrd(Mr  McHih- 
keep  iha    ^^j  „  intending  by  his  amendment  to  do  aoj 


of  <lemago^i!>m  which  WB3  de-troii 

ia  no  ilouhle  voting,  tliat  the  re^■lde^t■ 
ward  shall  not  go  over  and  i^ive  tlieir  < 
another  want  al'O.     It  is  by  this  duulih 


•notbor.    Ougb 

parson),  who  are  called  in  the 

dies."  go  from  pi>ll  lu  poll  ;;<  .. 

oua  acts,  and  |>rEvenling  tlie  fm 

•lective  f ranch i«?    He  was  aiu 

ballot  box  pure,  by  liutdiNg  in  check  that  spirit   Jhing' 

"" '""  '  "  "'""-  In  an)  remarks  he  had  made,  he  desired  it  to  ba 
understnod  t>>at  he  had  no  intention  that  ihey 
should  be  applied  to  that  gentleman,  who,  he 
was  eiilirely  satisfied  hy  his  vote  on  Saturday, 
was  in  lavur  of  the  largeHt  liberty.  His  runarka 
were  only  intended  for  thoae  who  voted  in  tbs 
minority  on  -stiirday. 


.    _ jl  anotlier,  and 

that  a  mayor  and  munic  pal  authorities  notagrcc- 
able  to  t.eni.  inny  be  lorctd  upon  them  He 
desired  lu   prulecl  Balliiiiure   against  Iwrsell,  (o 

treaerva  her  from  beii^  aiinjhildted  hj  fraudu- 
int  voting. 

He  concluded  witb  an  expression  of  hie  br^ 
that  the  bullut  bnx  would  bi-  preserved  in  it?  pu- 
rity, and  liial  the  practice  of  double  voting 
w<  u1 1  lie  preventrd  liereafler.  If  tlieprincipic 
of  -  d  uitting  ali  lu  the  polls  without  any  rentric- 


>l  Mr.  WcLM 

liee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 

ilion  adjouroed  until  10  o'clock  Uk 


TUESDAY,  Januar]  Hth,  1651. 

The  ConvenlioTi,  in  pursuance  of  its  order 
bcretufure  adopted,  met  al  ID  o'clock. 
Prayer  by  the  lUv,  Mr.  Oa^urr. 

Tht  RoUfff  th«  amabw*  wu  UOti. 


33 


Mr.  Bi<i»  taid  it  vu  evident  that  b  quorum 
WM  not  prcMnt,  and  he  wuuld,  IlieteforC;  moTe 
a  oil  of  the  Convenllon. 

The  motioD  wai  tgreeil  to. 

The  SecrelBrj  called  Ihi:  roll. 

A  quorum  baving  in  ttie  inltrim  appeared,  alt 
further  practediop  in  llie  call  were  diipenwd 
wFlh. 

The  Journal  of  jealerday  was  rtnJ  and  ap- 

The  Preaident  laid  before  the  ConTenlion  a 
communtcatloD  from  the  Trea'iurer  of  the.  Slate, 
(for  which  lee  Journal)  in  reply  lo  a 
heretofore  adopted,  callini;  for  certai 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Bhowk,  the  cammunicatioa 
waa  ordered  tu  be  printed  (the  reading  having, 
on  hi*  motion, been  in  part  diipetiied  with.) 

Ttie  President  alio  laid  before  the  ConTenlion 
a  communication  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Stale  of  Louiiiana.  in  relation  to  the  system  of 
education  in  thai  State. 

Mr.  BaoiTH  laid,  if  there  were  do  other  buti- 
neti  before  the  Convention,  he  would  moTe  that 
the  Conrintion  resolre  ilielf  into  committee  of 
Ibe  whole  on  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Bac\-T,  of  Baltimore  city,  requested  him 
to  withdraw  ihe  motion  for  a  short  lime,  to  en- 
able him  (Mr.  BacKt)  to  oH«r  a  resolution. 

Mr.  BaowH  withdrew  his  motion. 


Mr.  Bkekt  then  offered  Ihc  following  order, 
vhich  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  on  and  afler  Monday  next,  the 
Secretar?  thall  enter  on  the  journal  of  each  day, 
tba  namea  of  all  members  absent  at  the  call  of 
nil  vilhodt  leave,  unleas  they  shall  on  the  some 
)tj  before  ■djouminent,  report  Ihemselies  in 
ptnco  to  the  Secretary  ;  which  v/as  twice  read. 

Mr.  Bar-KT  !<aid  he  had  not  olfcred  this  pro- 
fMiiion  wiUi  any  sart  of  reference  to  iluneombe, 
lid  be  belieied  he  could  con«^ientiou>ly  say  . 
Ihll  he  had  not,  during  the  entire  seaeioii  of  this 
body  pren  one  single  rote  with  referenco  to 
lUt  object.  But  he  wiu  impressed  with  lliene- 
tMiilj  of  the  CoovBntiou  lukini;  some  action, 
vilh  a  Tie*  to  enforce  tlie  allendance  of  its 
Bemben.  Before  tlic  holidays  it  was  declared 
merer;  side  that,  arier  llieir  Icniiiiiatinii,  the 
CnTeDtion  would,  on  reiumini;  iia  dutieii,  ko 
runeilly  lo  work.  What  was  the  actual  Htatcl 
of&clir  The  ConTenlion  had  been  in  session  I 
Wteen  days  after  I  he  lioliduys;  and  ye  I.  on 
BiUiriJay  last,  when  a  vote  was  taken  upon  one 
sflhe  most  important  qur.itiuns  on  which  Uic 
ConTenlion  would  be  callrd  la  act,  some  thirty 
nrmbera  werti  absent.  Vcslerday,  lie  believed, 
atiill  greater  number  were  absent.  Could  Ihey 
ill  be  lick,  nr  liire  a  valid  excuse?  His  pro- 
pcsilion  was,  not  tn  deprive  tbcm  of  their /irr 
■lini,  but  limply  to  record  Ihcir  names  upon  the 
Jnumai.  If  any  genlleman  had  just  cause  of 
ibwnce,  it  could  not  bit  ooiihtcd  thai  the  Con- 
"ntion  would  excuse  him.      He  hoped  that  tlie 


the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  mw  Camtitu> 
tioo,  in  Jime,  and  lime  ou^t  to  he  allowed thrm 
to  canva*!  its  various  provisions.  With  ihii 
view,  the  Oinvention  oucht  to  adjourn  b;  the  . 
Erst  of  April,  or.  at  furthest,  by  the  fllUentb : 
and  this  would  allow  hut  little  lime  for  exami- 
nation. The  new  Constituiion  would  eontabi 
more  than  one  hundred  seclioo* ;  yet,  for  four- 
leea  days,  llie  Convention  had  been  enpcad  up- 
on one.  At  iiiat  rate,  when  would  Ihe  laaoraof 
I  the  Convention  terminate  >  He  called  upon  Ihe 
reformers  in  llie  body  lo  expedite  its  binlneia; 
and,  wiih  that  end  in  view,  he  gave  nolioa  that 
he  should  follow  up  Ihe  resolution  he  had  now 
'  olTered  hy  another,  providing  for  the  appliealioti 
of  the  one  hour  rule,  at  least  for  Ihe  present,  lo 
the  speeches  of  members. 

Mr.  Jsk-irKa  said,  that  if  the  resolution  of  the 
i^nlleman  from  Baltimore  ally  (Mr.  BaRvt)  had 
been  ofTerod  at  an  early  perioil  of  the  session,  il 
might  hare  met  with  hu  (Mr.  JiNiraa'n)  mp- 
pon ;  hut  that,  coming  upon  the  Convention  at 
this  time,  it  seemed  tohim  tobe  rather  a  reftec- 
tioa  upon  il.  And  it  occurred  to  him  as  some- 
what remarkahle  that  tlioM  gentlemen  who  had 
been  mo^t  often  absent,  and  who  had  ihcmselvr* 
indulged  in  the  broadest  latitude  of  debate, 
should  be  Ihe  tirst  to  turn  round  and  read  Vvti- 
lanieal  lectures  In  Ihr  Convention  upon  the  de- 
Idj  in  the  transaction  of  tlsbuviness.  He  thought 
lliat,  previous  to  the  rei-esi,  his  friend  from  Bal- 
'  limorc  city  had  been  aUtrnt  a>  much,  perhap*, 
I  as  any  oilier  member,  and  yet  nothing  was  said 
I  about  Ihal.  In  what  insiance  had  his  mendever 
expedited  the  public  business  by  calling  for  the 
question,  or  withholding,  for  the  sake  of  allow- 
ing it  lo  be  taken,  any  remarks  which  he  might 
,  have  flestrcd  in  make.'  He  (Mr.  J.)  protested 
against  these  ad  f^oiuIim  argument*  to  bring 
this  body  into  disrepute.  Enough  hid  been  said 
about  this  Convention  in  the  newspapers.  If  the 
gentleman  intended  that  ihe  whole  of  the  Con- 
vention should  be  reQerted  upon  by  this  resolu- 
tion, tlien  he  (Mr.  J.)  hoped  that  the  gentleman 
would  .;o  liach  to  the  commencement  of  these).- 
sion.  He  (Mr.  J.)  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BnEKT  said  he  had  been  as  faithful  to  the 
attendance  of  his  duties  here  before  the  recei* 
as  arter,  and  explained  tliat  he  had  never  been 
absent  except  in  one  case  of  imperion*  necessity 
— an  occasion  upon  which  Ihe  CooTention  wouhl 
have  been  willing  to  grant  him  leave.  But  he 
isiiited  that  if  gentlemen  were  to  be  pemitled 
mbjcnt  themselves  by  lliirlies  and  forties^it  wai  ' 
is  right  10  reflect  upon  Ihem  and  his  dnty  lo  do 
lifsuchn  proposition  as  this  could  be  viewed  at 
reflection.  He  believed  thai  the  public  inter- 
been  promoted  if  such  a  resohi- 


flhadbi 


d  long  Bj 


k  reioliitiiin.    Tlie  people 

6 


The  gentleman  (Mr.  Jehifeb)  was  mistaken  ia 
saying  lhal  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  not  called  tor  the 
question.  He  had  often  done  so — and  thil  was, 
ttierefore,  an  unneeeasary  attack  upon  him. 

Mr.  Jesiria  (interposing}  diaclaimrd  any  in- 
tention lo  attack  the  ^tlemen,  and  staled  lhal 
hi<  intention  was  to  defend  bin. 
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Mr.  Brown  laid  (bat  to  obfiate  one  of  the 
many  difficulties  which  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution  was  designed  to  prevent,  he  would 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Jenifer.  I  made  a  motion  that  the  reso- 
lution be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brown  suggested  that  the  gentleman  had 
withdrawn  it. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said  he  had  done  so  only  at  the 
request  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city, 
(Mr.  Brent.) 

Mr.  Brent  thereupon  renewed  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table — at  the  same  time,  of  course, 
indicating  his  intention  to  vote  against  it.  And, 
he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken,  the  vote 
resulted  as  follows  : 

Jffimiativt. — Messrs.  Blakistone,  Hopewell, 
Ricaud,  Lee,  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Donaldson, 
Dorsey,  Wells,  Kent,  Weems,  Dalrymplc,  Bond, 
Jenifer,  Ridgely,  John  Dennis,  James  U.  Den- 
nis, Williams,  Hodson,  Goldsborough,  McLane, 
Sprigg,  McCubbin,  George,  Wright,  Annan  and 
Holliday— 26. 

J^egative. — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
g:an.  Dent,  Mitchell,  Bell,  Welsh,  Sherwood,  of 
Talbot,  Colston,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  £c- 
cleston,  Phelps,  Chambers  of  Cecil,  McCullough, 
Miller,  Dirickson,  McMaster,  Hearn,  Shriver, 
Gaither,  Biser,  Sappington,  McHenry,  Magraw, 
Nelson,  Carter,  Thawley,  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Brent  of  Bait,  city,  Ware, 
Fiery,  Neill,  Jr.,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine, 
Kilgour,  Brewer,  Watera,  Weber,  Slicer,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey  and 
Brown— 48. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table, 
and  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  RiuGELT,  said  he  had  desired  to  see  the 
proposition  laid  upon  the  table,  not  because 
he  objected  to  the  principle  of  it,  but  because 
he  thought  that  it  covered  too  much  ground. — 
An  order  had  been  adopted  changing  the  daily 
hour  of  meeting  to  terr  o^clock.  The  resolution 
now  under  consideration  provided  that  the  name 
of  every  member  not  present  at  the  call  of  the 
roll,  should  be  entered  on  the  Journal  unless  he 
should  report  himself  before  adjournment.  Now 
it  was  obvious,  from  the  proceedings  which  had 
taken  place  this  morning,  that  if  the  roll  was  to 
be  called  at  ten  o'clock,  and  this  resolution  was 
to  be  adopted,  it  would  be  found  that  no  quonim 
was  present,  and  that  a  portion  of  every  day 
would  be  occupied  in  notifying  the  Secretary 
what  members  were  present.  He  (Mr.  R.) 
would  suggest  that  the  Convention  should,  in 
the  first  place,  go  back  to  a  proper  hour  of 
meeting— eleven  o'clock.  Let  that  be  done, 
and  he  would  then  go  for  the  proposition  before 
them,  and  live  up  to  it.  If  members  were  not 
then  present,  let  their  names  be  recorded  thas 
and  so. 

He  thought  that  no  great  object  could  be  effec- 
ted by  meeting  before  eleven.  A  number  of 
members  were  upon  committees  which  met  be- 
tween the  hours  of  9  and  II.    It  would  be  very 


inconvenient  to  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  Con- 
vention fire  or  SIX  hours  during  the  day,  and  up- 
on committees  in  the  morning  and  at  night,  to 
meet  here  at  ten,  and  if  this  resolution  was  to  be 
adopted,  he  hoped  it  would  be  with  the  qualifica- 
tion he  suggested  as  to  the  hour  of  meeting.  And 
he  proposed  an  amendment  to  that  effect  (to  pre- 
cede the  resolution.) 

Mr.  Harbine  said,  he  hoped  that  the  amend- 
ment would  not  prevail.  In  his  opinion,  the 
hour  often  was  not  too  early  an  hour  for  the 
commencement  of  the  business  of  the  Convention. 
He  doubted  whether  there  was  any  Convention 
now  in  session,  which  met  later  than  ten.  It  was 
late  enough,  if  gentlemen  looked  to  the  time 
that  the  Convention  had  been  in  session,  or  to  the 
present  state  of  its  business.  He  disclaimed  the 
vocation  of  a  lecturer.  It  was  probably  as  much 
his  fault  as  the  fault  of  any  other  member  of  the 
Convention,  that  tilings  were  in  the  condition  in 
which  they  now  stand.  He  could  not  claim  for 
himself  to  have  been  altogether  free  from  the 
charge  of  inattention  to  duty.  He  could  not  and 
would  not  shut  his  eye  to  the  fact  that  very  little 
progress  had  been  made  in  the  public  business 
and  he  coincided  entirely  in  the  remarks  which 
had  been  made  on  that  point  by  tlie  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  city  (Mr.  Brent),  it  was  that 
the  Convention  should  meet  at  an  early  hour,and 
should  go  seriously  to  work,  that  its  business 
might  be  disposed  of. 

He  denied  the  validity  of  the  ai^ument  which 
had  been  urged  as  respected  the  business  of  the 
committees,  or  the  dimculty  of  procuring  the  at- 
tendance of  gentlemen  at  the  nour  designated. 
He  believed  that  when  the  hour  was  once  known 
and  understood,  gentlemen  would  be  punctual  in 
the  dischai^e  of  iheir  duties;  and  if  they  would 
not,  the  &ult  and  the  responsibility  would  rest 
upon  them. 

Mr.  Hicks  sent  up  to  the*  Secretary's  table  an 
amendment  (by  way  of  substitute)  which  he  de- 
sired to  ofi*er. 

The  President  thought  that  the  amendment 
was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Weber  demanded  the  previous  question, 
and  by  ayes  34,  noes  29,  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  Dorsey  rose  to  move  an  amendment. 

The  President  intimated  that  no  amendment 
was  now  in  order,  the  previous  question  having 
been  recorded.  The  main  question  was  then  or- 
dered to  be  taken,  which  main  question  was, 
first,  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ridgelt  (fixing 
eleven  as  the  hour  of  meeting.) 

Mr.  John  Newcomer  called  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered  and  were  as  follows  : 

•^ffntnative— Messrs,  Chapman,  President,  Mor 
gan,  Blakistone,  Hopewell,  Ricaud, Chambers  ol 
Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Sell- 
man,  Weems,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Jenifer,  Ridge- 
ly, John  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Williams.  Hicks, 
Hodson,  Goldsboroueh,  Phelps,  Miller,  McLane, 
Sorigtf ,  McCubbin,  Wright,  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
Jlardcastle,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Kilgour, 
Waters  and  Holly day.—.34. 

Ae^a/irf.— Messrs.  Dsnt.  Lee,  Kent,  Bell, 
Welch,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Colston,  James  U. 
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Dennis,  Dubiell,  EcclefttoD,  Chambers  of  Cecil*  |tbe  terms  and  rAanncr  which  they  propobed.  i% 
McCiiUoiiKfa,  Graaon,  George,  Dirickion,  Mo  lit  would  be  to  form  hi«i  own  conciiiaions,  aa  a 
MiUer,  Hearn,  Fooks,  Shriver,  Gaitber,  Biser,  member,ofeYeryparticular,why  be tbould  agree 
AmwD,  Sappington,  McHenry,  Nelson,  Carter,  or  disagree  to  its  report.  Take,  for  example, 
Thawlej,  Uwinn,  Ware,  Fiery,  Neill,  jr..  John  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  EJeotive 


Newcomer,  Harbine,  Brewer,  Weber,  Slicer, 
Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey  and 
Brown. — 43. 

So  Ibe  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  tlio  adoption  of 
the  original  resolution  of  Mr.  Brent 


Franchise.  If  he  had  boen  called  upon  to  vote 
upon  that  subject  without  having  paid  any  atten- 
tion to  it,  be  should  have  been  perfectly  blind- 
fold He  believed  that  a  dozen  amendments  were 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  people  on 

that  subject,  and  what  he  suppo^cd  to  be  (he 

Mr.^boasKT  desired  to  be   informed  by  the  I  ^'**^^  ^'^  .**'<^  Convention.    He  considered  the 


chair,  whether  all  debate  was  cut  off. 

The  Pacsidksit  replied,  that  it  was,  because 
the  previoui  question  had  not  yet  been  exhaus- 
ted. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  by  ayes  45, 
and  nays  26,  the  resolution  was  adopted, 

Mr.  Hicks  desired  to  offer  as  an  original  pro- 
Miition  the  substitute  amendment  of  which  he 
kad  given  notice,  and  which  was  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  Committee  No.  14,  be  reques- 
ted to  iuauire  into  and  report  to  this  Convention 
the  expediency  of  holding  three  night  sessions 
in  each  week,  until  the  close  of  this  Convention 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  members  an  opportuni- 
ty to  make  personal  explanations  and  fancy 
ipeeckes,  that  time  and  expense  may  thereby  bo 
saved. 

The  President  had  awarded  the  floor  to  Mr. 
Dorset. 

Mr.  Hicks  gave  notice  that  he  would  offer  his 
resolution  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  JcvirRR  (whilst  Mr.  Dorset  was  reduc- 
ing to  writing  the  proposition  he  intended  to  of- 
fer) laid  on  the  table  the  following  order,  which 
be  intended  to  call  up  hereafter  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  incorporated  among  the 
itanding  rules  of  tliis  body,  that  no  member  shall 
»peak  at  one  time  longer  than  one  hour,  nor  more 
than  ooe  hour  on  the  same  question. 

Mr.  Dorset  then  moved  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  rule  adopted  as  to  the  at- 
tendance of  members  of  thb  Convention  shall 
not  apply  to  members  who  will  state  that  the 
caose  of  their  absence  was  their  necessary  atten- 
dance to  the  business  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Dorset  said  it  seemed  to  him  thai  the 
precipitation  with  which  the  Convention  was 
required  to  act  in  its  proceedings  here,  was 
not  becoming  such  a  body.  They  had  been 
brought  here  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating 
calmly  and  acting  intelligently  upon  every  sub- 
ject which  might  be  brought  before  them.    Jt 


labors  which  members  should  perform  in  (heir 
rooms,  quite  as  important  as  any  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  perform  here.  They  ought  not 
to  act  without  a  minute  examination  of  what  i\ 
contained  in  the  Kcports,  nor  without  weighing 
every  word  of  ev#'ry  section  they  contained. 
Otherwise  they  might  form  a  (.'onstitution  which 
the  people  would  reject,  as  indeed,  under  such 
circumstances,  they  ought  to  reject  iL 

Mr.  Brent  interposed  and  explained  that  his 
resolution  contemplated  that  the  name  of  no  ab- 
sent member  should  be  entered  on  the  Journal, 
if  he  should  report  himnelf  during  the  day. 

Mr.  Dorset,  cxpressini;  his  entire  knowledge 
of  the  import  of  the  resolution,  pro^'ccded  to 
say,  that  he  was  as  anxious  as  any  member  of 
(he  Convention  could  be,  that  its  labors  should 
be  brought  to  a  close ;  but  it  was  due  (o  (hem- 
selves,  to  the  l>ody  and  to  the  State,  that  full  and 
perfect  consideration  should  be  given  to  every 
subject.     He  referred  to  a  conversation  which 
he  had  held,  when  last  coming  to  Annapolis, 
with  a  gentleman  who  was  either  a  member  of 
the  Virginia  Reform  Convention,  or  had  been  at- 
tending its  sessions,  in  which  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Wiite  (a  member  of  the  latter)  was  said  to  have 
declared  in  the  Convention,  that  ho  would  not 
give  a  fig  for  any  Constitution  which  was  framed 
in  less  than  twelve  months ;  and  that  if  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Legislature  by  which  the 
Convention  was  called,  he  would  have  offered  a 
provision  declaring  the  Convention  incompetent 
to  adjourn,  or  adopt  a  Constitution,  in  less  than 
six  months.      He  (Mr.  D.)  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  this  opinion  acconled   with  his  own 
views.     But  he  was  willing  to  labor  as  long  as 
any  man  in  the  Convention  to  mature  and  make 
the  best  Constitution  which  they  could.     Ho  de. 
sirfd  to  gratify  each  portion  of  the  State  so  far 
as  it  could  bo  done  consistently  with  the  rights 
of  every  other  portion.    But  he  thought  tiiat  to 
meet  at  the  hour  of  ten,  allowing  no  time  for 


was  their  duty  to  devote  to  every  subject  such  h^«"^'^' ?"<*  f*^  ^""^  precipitately  and  without 
portion  of  time  as  might  be  requisite  to  enable  '  ^"<*  consideration  on  the  subjects  before  them, 
them  faithfully  to  discharge  their  duty  in  regard  ^^^^e  unreasonable  requirements, 
to  iL  It  appeared  to  him,  from  the  discussion  Mr.  McLane  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
which  had  taken  place,  that  members  thought  Anne  Arundel  (Mr.  Dorset),  so  to  modify  his 
that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  attend  the  com-  i  proposition  as  to  give  it  a  retrospective  action, 
mittees,  to  agree,  or  disagree,  to  what  might  j  and  to  call  upon  every  member  to  come  up  and 
there  be  done — and  that  that  was  the  scope  and  I  declare  on  his  honor  and  conscience  how  long  he 


limit  of  their  duties.  Such  was  not  his  view. 
He  considered  it  as  much  his  duty,  as  a  member 
of  this  Convention,  to  satisfy  his  own  mind  by  all 
proper  investigation,  whether  the  Report  of  a 
Committee  ought,  or  ought  not,  to  be  adopted  io 


was  absent  and  for  what  purpose.  And  he  made 
some  remarks  in  support  of  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  Dorset  said  ho  would  accept  the  modifi- 
cation. 

Mr.  Brcnt,  of  the  city,  replied  to  some  of  th« 
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positions  of  Mr.  M1L4NL;  briefly  eufuicec]  the 


propriety  and  necessity  of  the  resolution  which 
had  beeu  adopted,  and  expressed  his  hope  that 
the  Convention  would  not  rescind  it. 

Pending  tlie  question,  the  Conventiou  passed 
to  the  order  of  the  day* 


son,  George  Wright,   Shrivcr,   Gaithcr,  Biscr. 


THE  ELECTIVE  FRAXCllISE. 

On  diotion  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  the  Convention 

again  resolved    itself   into    committee  of  the 

whole,  Mr.  Blackistone  in  the  chair,  and  resum- 
nd  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  com* 

mlttee  on  the  Elective  Franchise. 

.  The  pending  question  was  on  the  following 

Amendment  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  McHenrv: 

To  strike  out  all  from  the  word  "election,"  in 

the  third  line,  to  the  word  *'and*'  in  the  fifth 

line,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

**  Shall,  unless  excluded  by  other  provisions  of 
this  Constitution,  be  entitled  to  vote  at  every 
public  election  in  the  election  district  wiiere  his 
residence  may  be  established  for  days  pre- 

ceding luch  election,  and  not  elsewhere." 

Mr.  Brown  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  the  amendment.  The  committee  by 
three  separate  votes  had  refused  to  fill  the 
blank  with  any  specific  time,  and  if  it  was 
not  filled,  of  course  the  whole  proposition  was 
nugator}'.  He  trusted  the  amendment  would  be 
ivithdrawn,  that  the  Convention  might  get  rid 
of  the  debate.  ' 

Mr.  McHenry  said  he  was  willing  to  acqui- 
esce in  the  suggestion,  not  only  because  the  ex- 
perienced member  from  Carroll,  (Mr.  Bruwn,) 
hid  made  it,  but  because  upon  consultation  with 
friends  he  Mr.  McH.  found  that  there  was  not 
tlio  least  probability  of  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  therefore  he  would  withdraw  it. 
Ho  desired  to  say,  however,  that  be  had  not  in 
the  slightest  degree  modified  his  opinion.  He 
!)elievea  tliat  the  amendment,  if  it  had  been 
adopted,  would  effect  the  object  he  designed  to 
accomplish;  but  he  would  be  the  last  man  in  this 
Convention  to  procrastinate  its  action  by  any 
pertinacity  of  his  own. 

So  the  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Sapfington  thereupon  withdrew  the 
amendment  which  he  had  heretofore  offered. 

Mr.  Phelps  now  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

Insert  after  the  words  "  Howard  District,*'  the 
following :  *'  And  thirty  days  in  the  election 
district  or  ward  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.*' 

Mr.  Dorset  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  which 
were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

,1ffirmaim — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,Mor- 
gan.  Dent,  Hopewell,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Kent, 
Wecms,  Dalrymple,  Sollers,  Merrick,  John  Den- 
nio,  James  U.  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dashiel,  Wil- 
liams, Hicks,  Hodson,  Goldsborough,  Eccleston, 
Phelps,  Sprigg,  Dirickson,  McMaster.  Fooks, 
McHenry,  Magraw,  Davis  and  Waters — 33. 

yegtUive — Aiessrs.  Blakistone,  Sellman,  Bond, 
B«1I,  Welch,  Chandler,  Ridgcly,  Sherwood,  of 
Talbot,  Colston,  Chambers,  of  Cecil,  McCul- 
lougb,  Miller,  Bowie,  McCubbin,  Spencer,  Gra- 


Annan,  Sappington,  Stephenson, Nelson,  Carter, 
Thawley,    Stewart    of   Caroline,    Hardcastic, 
Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore  citv,  Ware,   Schley, 
Fiery,  Neill,  Harbine,  Kilgour,  Brewer,  Ander- 
son,   Weber,    Hollyday,     Slicer,     Fitzpalrick, 
Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey,  and  Brown. — 48. 
And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  DiRicKsov  stated  that  he  had  hitherto  vo- 
ted with  the  party  whicli  had  evinced  a  dispo- 
sition to  abolish  all  distinctions  in  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  voting.    He  had  no  idea  that  by 
any  act  of  ours  we  could   succeed  in   making 
men  more  pure,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  impose 
restrictions  unless  where  he  was  satisfied  that 
they   were  demanded  by  the  public  interest. — 
He  would  not  be  desirous  to  restrict  even  for- 
eigners in  their  exercise  of  this  high  privilege. 
He  had  no  prejudices  against  sucli,  as  foreign- 
ers; and  even  if  he  had,  his  sense  of  what  was 
due  to    justice  would  not  permit  him  to  let 
such    prejudices  influence    his    actions.      The 
genera]  goverment  had  said  that  after  a  residence 
of  so  many  years,  foreig^ncrs  should    bo  entitl- 
ed to  the  privileges  of   other  citizens.    Whe- 
ther  it  was,    in   every  view,  right  or   not,  he 
would   not   to    stop    to    decide.      Older    men 
and  sages  had  thought  so,  and    he  would   not 
attempt  to    impugn    their    decision.      He  dif- 
fered with  the  gentleman  from  Charles  on  this 
point.     He  had  heretofore  avowed  a  wish  to 
see  all  distinctions  broken  down,    if  this  was 
democratic  doctrine,  it    was    the    doctrine    in 
which  he  had  been  brought  up.     /He  was  desi- 
rous as  any  one  to  purify  the  ballot  box.    Gen- 
tlemen all  around  professed  an   equal  desire   to 
efi'ect  this  object,  but  all  seemed  to  discover  a 
great  difficulty  as  to  the  proper  mode  to  be  adop- 
ted.   It  seemed  to  be  grenerally  admitted   that, 
inevery  part  of  the  State,   the  ballot  box   had 
been  greatly  corrupted.     He  did  not  believe  that 
the  evil  had  reached  that  extent    which   sonic 
believed,  but,   to   some   extent,   he  could    not 
but  allow  that  corruption  had  crept  in.      His 
objection  to  the   course  of  many  members  was 
that,  while  they  admit  the  existence  of  tlie  evil, 
they  reject  the  means  for  its  removal,  after  te- 
naciously opposing  every  attempt  to  introduce  a 
remedy.     Will  not  tlie  amendment  now  under 
consideration,  work  well,  and  produce  good  k)' 
the  city  of  Baltimore  r 

The  gentleman  from  Baltimore  (Mr.  Gwixn) 
had  said  that  if  a  man  desired  to  commit  a  fraud 
all  he  had  to  do  was  to  swear  that  he  had  slept 
the  night  before  in  one  of  the  wards  of  the  city 
or  county. 

Mr.  GwiKN.    I  never  said  so.  • 

Mr.  DiRicKSON'  resumed.  Whether  it  was 
that  gentleman  who  said  it,  or  his  colleague ; 
it  was  an  argument  against  the  restriction  which 
this  amendment  imposed,  it  was  true  that  a 
man  who  would  t>wcar  that  he  had  slept  one 
night  there,  might  be  more  easily  detected  than 
if  he  perjured  himself  in  reference  to  a  long- 
er residence.  But  this  rendered  tlie  anicna- 
meut  the  more  necessary.  There  arc  always 
persons  belonging  to  the  Ward  who  watch  for 
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I,  and   who,    ill    ron^(M|uriicc    of  this 
Bt  of  the  trriii  required  for  rosidencee 
more  readily  dt^tcct   the  in.    And  how 
lor  individuals,  or  rlasH's.  to  rome  into 
deep  for  one  ni);ht  in  order  to  be  cnti- 
'M.    This  ha!<  indeed  iwvti  done,   if  we 
eve  the  current  report?.     ISut  the  al- 
«that  the   frauds  are   p<>rpftratcd   hy 
;  but  they  orii^inate    not  with  them, 
iiir  own  pitople  who  an;  eager  to  secure 
».    AttothiT  I'vil  is  tiiat  of  double  vo- 
ame  persons  haviii<;  voted  at  iliiferent 
le  same  day.     It  had  been  replird  to 
Bfen  if  they  had   done  ^o,   no  harm 
lit,  that  it  was  only  a  fuller  exprc^ 
blic  opinion!     Hut  when  this  practice 
I   into  the   Con-rrcssional   di«-lricts   in 
the  result  t<«  more  iinporlant,  tending 
to  chan^^c  tlic  ^vlu;lc  character  of  our 
at.    He  was  opj>o¥cd  to  this  system  of 
Toting.     He  wislio^I  to  see  the  people 
d  by  deletrates  not  elected  in  this  mode, 
aggregated  franchise,  but  by  the  votes 
mprojier  constitm-ncy.     This  was  the 
n.     He  dc*ire<l  an  expression  of  th<^ 
I  of  all,  on  the  subje<rt,  thnt  we    inav, 
promise,   adopt   tii.it   mode   which  im 
>Ted.     He  wished  a  full  expression  of 
Dion   at  the   {xdls,  and    thou(;ht    this 
it  would  elfert  it. 

tLrs  consented  to  modify  his  pn^po- 
itagencrjl  desire  being 'expressed  to 
5  on  '*  thirty,"  he  adhered  to  his  ong- 
n. 

OELV,  in  consequence  of  the  impali- 
e  House  to  take  the  vote,  very  brielly 
Lbe  Convention  in  correction  of  the  e*- 
BWs  which  he  thou;.;ht  gentlemen  had 
,  reganl  to  the  tjuestion  of  roiiience.  ] 
»nan  from  Dorchester  (.Mr.  Purli's; 
3  entertain  the  belief  ihut  thirty  duv:) 
meant  actually  the  prcztence  of  an 
in  the  ward  I'or  that  time  previous 
;tion  ;  and  that  he  loit  his  right  to 
jsc  his  resideficc  was  not  <iualifietl 
sence.  The  fact  of  residence  must 
ncd  by  the  quo  anlino.  He  would  il- 
f  putting  a  cube.  You  brin:;  a  man 
voting  to  tiie  Judges  of  election  at  one 
is  of  J^altimoro  city.  He  may  have 
»nty-nine  da} s  out  of  tlie  ward,  and  re- 
i  residence, comes  to  vote.  His  vote  is 
because  ho  has  not  resided  the  thirty 
:ied  by  tiiis  proposilion.  He  replies, 
gli  he  had  been  at  woik  out  of  the 
Nrenty-iiine  days  and  actually  present 
d  only  one  day,  yet  he  coniiiders  that 
f  residence,  and  he  is  ready  to  Bwcar 
Here  then  the  qiuistion  of  the  quo 
:s  up  for  consideration  and  dttermincs 
vote. 

,  he  bad  voted  a!;ain.Ht  all  restrictions 
rage.  He  would  contiauc  to  do  so. 
wish  that  the  ballot-box  should  be 
nail  itii  puiity.  And,  at  a  proper 
I  his  intention  to  submit  a  proposition 
ig  the  balloi-bux.    He  thought  the 


familiar  adj|;o  ought  to  be  reversed,  and  tliat  an 

ounce  of  euro  was  worth  a  pound  of  prevention 

in  this  imitance.    All  the  eipedienta  which  had 

,  hitherto  been  introduced,  might  perhaps  have  the 

I  etfect  of  reaching  one  or  two  illegal  votes,  while 

!  they  would  operate  against  twenty  legal  onetf. 

I  While  preventing  illegal  voters  from  treading  on 

tlie  heels  of  legal  ones,  we  may  perhaps  impose 

restrictions  on  legal  voters.     He  did  not  think 

tlic  amendment  would  produce  good. 

Mr.  McaaicK  said  his  opinion  was  precisely 
in  opposition  to  that  of  tlic  gentleman  from  Bai* 
timore  county  on  this  point.  He  believed  as  the 
old  adage  quoted  by  the  gentleman  runs,  tliat  an 
ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure. 

Mr.  Rid(;ely  explained  that  he  wished  to  re- 
verse the  adage. 

Mr.  MEanicK  undtrstood  this,  but  difi'ered 
with  the  gentleman,  and  thought  now,  as  in  times 
of  yore,  *'  an  ounce  of  mevention  was  worth  a 
pound  of  cure,*^  and  he  tlierefore  was  for  making 
provision  to  prevent  the  evil  complained  of.  He 
had  been  altogether  averse  from  tno  various  pro- 
positions dlvsiissed  during  the  last  few  days, 
making,  a.s  he  conceived,  invidious  distinction^ 
between  dillcrcnt  clasiies  of  citizens.  The 
air.endment  of  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester 
did  not  partake  of  Uiat  cliaractcr,  and  was  in  his 
opinion  wii>e  and  salutary — more  useful  even 
than  the  req^uirement  of  the  six  months*  previous 
residence  within  the  particular  county. 

For  what  purpo:»e  is  the  qualification  of  six 
months*  previous  |reskdence  in  the  county,  now 
required  by  your  laws,  and  still  without  objec- 
tion, proposed  by  the  pending  report  to  be  con- 
tinued? Certainly  not  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
suring to  the  voter  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  our 
interests  and  local  institutions  to  enable  him  to 
e\ercise  hi?  right  of  sutTrage  understand ingly — 
this  purpose  is  accomplisheo  by  the  requirement 
of  twelve  months*  previous  residence  in  the  State 
— for  what  purpose  then  is  this  residence  within 
the  particular  county  of  six  inootlis  required  ? 
Plainly  that  the  voter  may  have  identity  of  feel- 
ing and  interest  with  Uie  community  for  whom 
he  purposed  to  aid  in  electing  a  functionary,  and 
also  that  he  may  become  suf&ciently  known  to 
the  people  of  the  vincinage  to  render  the  proof 
of  his  riFht  to  vote  easy,  and  the  avoidance  of 
spurious  voting  by  transient  persons  more  certain. 
And  lor  the  very  same  reasons  was  the  reqire- 
ineut  proposed  by  the  gentleman  frum  Dorches- 
ter of  thirty  days'  jirevious  residence  in  the  par- 
ticular election  district  necessary  and  proper. 
I'o  give  to  the  great  body  of  the  resident  and 
le^al  voters  of  every  district,  a  sufficient  oppor^ 
tunity  of  knowing  who  were  legal  voters  among 
them,  and  theretiy  protecting  themselves  from 
frauas  upon  the  dearest  and  most  sacred  of  all 
the  freeman^s  privileges,  the  right  of  selecting 
his  own  functionaries,  by  the  abominable  system 
of  colonizing  voters,  as  it  is  called;  that  is,  of 
sending  voters  for  a  single  night  before  an  elec- 
tion from  one  district  to  another,  for  the  purpose 
of  Uierc  voting  and  controling  the  election. 
Sometliing  had  been  said  of  correcting  this  abuse 
by  penal  enactments,  to  proTide  for  the  puouh- 
ment  of  the  fraudulent  voter, — ^but  he  preCentA 
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the  prevention  of  the  fraud, — ^besides,  as  the  laws 
now  stood,  or  rather  as  they  had  been  told  by 
gentlemen  learned  in  the  law,  it  was  practically 
construed^ — a  man  going  from  one  district  to 
the  other,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  but  the  night 
before  an  election,  was  considered  as  having  re- 
quired the  legal  right  to  vote  in  the  district  into 
which  he  had  gone.  The  practice  was  therefore 
legalized,  and  the  person  thus  trampling  on  the 
right  of  those  amongst  whom  he  went,  could  not 
be  reached  by  any  penal  law,  because  be  had 
only  done  what  it  has  been  determined  he  had  a 
legal  right  to  do.  To  remedy  this,  we  propose 
now  to  adopt  a  proposition  making  it  unlawful, 
and  to  require  such  a  length  of  residence  as  will 
enable  the  lawful  voters  to  acquire  the  knowl- 
edge which  will  protect  tliem  against  the  conse- 
quences of  such  practices.  He  adverted  to  this 
practice  of  colonizing  voters  as  prevailing  to  a 
considerable  extent,  not  only  in  Baltimore  and 
in  some  of  the  counties  on  the  Chesapeake,  but 
also  as  he  had  heard  (he  knew  not  how  truly,) 
all  along  the  Pennsylvania  border.  The  measure 
proposed  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  wide,  and  in- 
deed, the  only  proper  and  efficient  corrective,  and 
he  trusted  tlie  Convention  would  apply  it.  He 
was  far,  very  far,  from  any  desire  to  restrict  the 
elective  franchise — his  object  was  to  protect  it 
in  its  purity.  He  was  aware,  as  the  gentleman 
had  said,  questions  might  arise  as  to  what  is 
meant  by  a  legal  residence,  but  that  and  similar 
questions  can  t>etter  be  discussed  and  disposed  of 
at  another  time.  It  was  well  known  the  abuse 
complained  of  did  exist  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent, and  it  certainly  should  bo  corrected. 

Mr.  KiLGouR  moved  to  strike  out  thirty  days 
and  insert  five.  This  restriction,  he  tliought, 
would  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  evils  com- 
plained of. 

The  Chairman  said  the  amendment  was  not 
now  in  order. 

Mr.  KiLGouR  gave  notice  than  when  in  order 
he  would  move  it. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  called  the  yeas 
and  nays  ponding  the  amendment, (which  were 
ordered: 

Mr.  Jenifer  suggested  that  amitlst  so  great  a 
diversity  of  opinions  as  was  held  on  this  sub- 
ject, gentlemen  ought  not  to  be  too  pertinacious 
about  their  own  amendments.  It  was  the  gener- 
al opinion  of  this  body  that  no  one  who  was  en- 
titled to  vote,  should  be  allowed  to  lose  it,  but 
that  illegal  votes  should  be  excluded  from  the 
polls.  These,  then,  are  the  two  great  objects 
to  be  accomplished.  He  thought  that  they  would 
be  most  surely  attained,  not  by  grafting  into  the 
Constitution  an^  particular  term  of  residence, 
but  by  authorizmg  the  Legislature  to  adopt  reg- 
ulations to  that  end.  He  had  prepared  a  propo- 
sition on  this  point,  which  he  intended  to  otter 
hereafter.  He  had  no  design  to  trammel  the 
Legislature,  or  to  restrict  the  franchise.  iSo  far 
from  restricting  it,  he  would  give  it  the  largest 
liberty.  But  it  was  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done  to  enable  the  judges  of  elections 
to  decide  who  are  entitled  to  vote.  Without  be- 
ing satisfied  that  the  Judges  would  be  qualified 
to  decide  on  this  point,  it  cooM  not  be  entnuted 


to  them  to  decide  the  question.  He 
willing  to  place  it  in  the  discretion  of  1 
if  all  the  voters  could  be  known  to  the 
that  is  not  likely  to  be  the  case,  he  d«K 
that  it  should  be  left  to  the  LegisUtoi 
late  the  mode,  and  such  was  tlie  purn 
proposition  he  intended  to  offer.  He  d 
the  Legislature  should  provide  for  a 
gistration  of  the  votes,  and  this  wou 
plish  the  object.  With  this  impress! 
tended  to  move  an  amendment  to  thi 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  section.  Tl 
then  be  no  inquisition  into  the  legality 
ters.  He  wi»hcd  to  have  no  man  voting^ 
a  bona  fide  citizen  of  the  State.  He  i 
vote  against  all  propositions  to  fix 
term  of  residence ;  and  if  any  motion 
feet  should  be  adopted,  he  would  mov< 
sideration. 

Mr.  DoasKY  said   that  when    qi 

such  grave  importance  were  before  tfa 

tion,  and  he  had  hiformation  calculate 

any  light  upon  them,  he  felt  himsel 

give  it.    As  to  the  adage  of  the  oun* 

vention  and  pound  of  cure,  he  state( 

ounce  of  prevention  was  now  propose 

who  thought  with  him,  while  the  poui 

which  tlie  gentleman  from  Baltimore  c 

gcsted  was  the  punishment  of  those 

guilty  of  these  outrages  on  tltc  ballot  1 

gentleman  from  Baltimore  who  first 

the  Convention  on  this  subject,  stated 

sident  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  was  at 

vote  in  any  of  the  wards  of  the  city. 

no  restriction  on  such,  in  the  city,  as  to 

whether  of  a  day  or  a  year ;  in  whio 

curred  with  the  gentleman,  as  the  cha 

city  imposed  no  such  restriction.    Eac 

district  and  ward  district  elects  its  ' 

missioners,  and  in  Anne  Arundel  the  s 

tice  prevails.      All  the  candidates— 

men.  Sheriff,  members  of  the  House 

gates  and  Commissioners  of  Congressi 

tions  to  be  voted  for,  are  voted  for  oi 

et — not  a  Congressman  in  one,  a  Sher 

ther,  and  so  on,  but  all  the  names  a 

ballot,  and  that  single  one  is  deposited 

lot  box.    There  was  nolhing  in  the  C< 

as  to  the  qualification  in  respect  to  re 

the  different  election  districts,  to  prev 

from  votuig  in  another  election  district 

in  which  they  reside,  so  that  tho  vc 

might  be  changed  by  the  residents  oi 

The  mode  now  presented  appeared  t 

most  judicious  that  had  been  offered 

best  calculated  to  prevent  abuse.    TJ 

thirty  days  was  that  which  he  propeseil 

of  residence.    A  gentleman,  not  now  i 

had  8aid  that  it  would  be  idle  to  impot 

strietions  as  to  the  period  after  natoi 

when  foreigners  might  be  permitted  to 

he  assigned  as  his  reason  that  the  , 

elections,  being  warm  political  partiza 

of  the  parties,  would  reject  the  votes  < 

votei-s  who  were  not  in  favor  of  thi 

Now  be  would  not  cast  any  such  impi 

the  judges  of  election.    They  are  the 

sons  to  whom  the  decision  of  such  quei 
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Kill  he  had  no  objection  to  the  idop- 
vie  by  which  the  evil  complained  of 
vented. 

what  had  been  said  of  the  hardship 
who  had  removed  into  another  want, 
aed  the  ri^ht  to  vote,  not  having;  re- 
the  reqtiired  time,  he  stated  that  a 
r  hardship  was  that  u|K)n  a  voter  re- 
one  county  in  a  Con^rcs*«ional  di^ 
le  had  resided  twelve  months,  into 
ity  of  the  same  (congressional  dis- 
he  may  have  resided  above  five 
re  the  election,  and  yet,  under  the 
of  our  State,  he  would  not  be  en- 
.  But  these  were  of  tliosc  cases  of 
iidships  which  niust  occur  under  the 
every  general  rule.  The  Con|;rcss- 
kte  in  a  ward  may  be  one  in  whose 
t  interest  might  bt>  felt  in  that  ward, 
tioD  of  that  candidate  might  be  dc- 
ler  votes  coming  over  from  the  city. 
96  suggested  by  which  the  difticulties 
>iiitrictand  Anne  Arundel,  which  are 
condition  as  Baltimore,  might  be  ob- 
under  the  Constitution,  as  it  now 
■emedy  would  be  impos*;ible,  as  the 
11  on  one  ticket  and  arc  voted  for  by 
ied  voter  where  the  election  is  held. 
w  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
rom  Anne  Anmdcl  to  the  fact  that 
!ity  Ordinance  ^ays.that  no  man  shall 
the  wanl  in  whirli  he  resides ;  and 
ie  is  liable  to  a  pi^nalty.  The  last 
legislature  makes  tiiis  applicable  to 
a1  elections. 

ET  resumed .  Wc  arc  here  acting  on 
ution.  It  13  tiic  Constitution  only 
inincs  who  shall  have  the  right  to 
e  right  is  possessed  by  virtue  of  a 
the  Constitution,  it  cannot  be  chang- 
ndinancc  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
iroore,  or  even  by  an  Act  of  the  Lc- 
How  tJicn  docs  this  change  the  con- 
ings?  Haltimoro  will  have  no  reason 
if  a  similar  principle  which  she  has 
into  her  wards,  should  be  introduced 
rcotion  into  the  State. 
IK.  Tlie  Constitution  is  silent  as  to 
s  where  the  votes  shall  be  cast.  At 
Bj  were  ca.st  at  the  county  town, 
ime.  the  State  had  bfcn  laid  out  in 
stricts,  and  the  people  vot(.>d  in  tliose 
i-le  held  the  law  by  which  this  had 
0  be  constitutional. 
ksev  resuming.  If  these  changes 
ladeby  asingic  law,  the  law  is  uncon- 

As  regards  constitutional  qualitica- 
iw  can  impose  no  restrictions  diiferent 

in  the  Constitution.  Tlio  changes 
» qualifications  of  voters  by  an  act  of 
.tare  are  uneonstiiutional.  If  it  re- 
term  of  residence,  an  hour  is  equal  to 
Ie  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
county,  that  the  fact  of  residence  is 
lied  by  mere  personal  prescneo  for  a 
by  acts  and  intentions  sh(»win|;  such 
If  a  laborer  frt>m  om?  rounly,  worked 
went  to  his  borne  in  ar.otluT  county 


on  Saturday  night,  he  was  entitled  to  vote  in  tlie 
county  where  his  home  is.  We  must  judge  of 
residence  by  acts  and  declarations  of  trie  party 
in  relation  thereto.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  thirty 
days^  residence,  not  merely  a  sojourning.  If  one 
ward  choose  to  abandon  an  election  or  to  let  it 
g;o  by  default,  and  should  send  its  voters  into  an- 
other ward,  we  ought  to  set  a  guard  upon  that 
practice.  The  residence  of  six  months  in  the 
county  is  designated  that  the  voters  may  know 
the  fitness  of  the  candidates  and  to  prevent  frauds. 
He  thought  some  residenoe  necessary;  it  may  be 
thirty  days  or  more. 

Mr.  GwiNK  expressed  a  hope  that  the  gentle- 
man would  turn  to  the  second  ordinance  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  which  he  presumed  the  leameil 
gentleman  had  studied. 

Mr.  Dorset  resumed.  He  did  not]  look  to 
the  ordinance.  He  looked  to  higher  authority. 
He  took  it  for  granted  that  the  gentleman  who 
declared  that  a  citizen  of  Baltimore  had  a  right 
to  vote  in  any  ward,  had  looked  to  the  act  of  As- 
sembly* It  was  provided  in  tlie  charter  which 
prescribes  the  mode  of  the  election,  that  each 
ward  should  send  one  member  to  the  first,  and 
two  to  the  second  branch  of  the  City  Council, 
and  that  each  candidate  must  be  a  resident  of  the 
ward  in  which  he  is  voted  for,  and  from  this  it  ha*« 
been  inferred  that  voters  must  also  be  residents 
of  the  ward,  but  such  inference  is  not  authoriz- 
ed.   He  asked  the  gentleman  to  read  tlic  law. 

Mr.  GwiNN  read  Uie  city  ordinance. 

Mr.  Dorset.  If  the  ordinance  was  contra- 
ry to  the  Constitution  it  was  null.  The  voters 
of  Baltimore  city,  as  to  Congressional  elections, 
derive  their  right  from  the  Constitution.  City 
ordinances  cannot  change  it.  The  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  said  it  was  neceaury  that  a  vot- 
er should  sleep  in  the  ward  the  night  before  the 
election.  This  docs  not  of  itself  constitute  resi- 
dence. We  ought  to  require  something  more 
than  mere  sleeping  in  the  ward. 

Mr.  GwiNN  here  read  the  act  of  assemblv,  ex- 
tending the  ordinances  of  Baltimore  as  to  the  ci- 
ty elections  to  the  counties.  Appeals  had  been 
made,  and  had  gone  to  the  judicial  tribunals,  jet 
this  law  had  never  been  pronounced  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  Dorset  expressed  a  doubt  whether  the 
>  Legislature  had  a  right  to  establish  as  a  residence 
in  respect  to  a  Congressional  election,  the  mere 
fact  of  a  man  sleeping  one  night  in  a  county.    If 
this  was  to  be  considered  a  residence,  it  appear- 
ed to  him  to  be  the  more  incumbent  on  the  Con- 
vention to  exercise  a  revisory  power.    He  insis- 
!  ted  that  the  city  authorities  had  no  power,  and 
that  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
was  the  extension  of  tiie  number  of  election  dis- 
tricts from  sixteen  to  twenty.    No  gentleman 
would  maintain  that  the  fixing  of  a  rule  of  resi- 
I  dencc  should  be  left  to  tlic  authorities  of  the  city 
I  of  Baltimore.     Adopt  this  principle,  and  it  would 
I  not  be  worth  while  to  impose  any    restrictions 
j  as  to  members  uf  Congress;  you  may  as  well 
throw  all  restrictiona  otf,  and  leave  the  ballot 
box  open  to  every  one.    But  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Convention  to  fix  such  principles  as  will   regu- 
late future  elections. 


Tbe  quHlion  wu  than  taken  on  the  Rmenij- 
meat  of  Hii.  PHCbPt,  and  the  result  mi  as  Tol- 

^l^innaUvt.— Messrs.  Cbapman. President,  Mot-- 
Ran,  Dent.  Lee,  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Donaldsor , 
Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall,  Kent,  Weems,  Dalrym- 
ple,  Bond,  Merrick,  John  Dennis,  James  II.  Den 
nts,  Criafield,  Dashiell,  Hieks,  Hodson,  Gold; 
boroiigh,  Eceleston,  Phelps,  Sprigg,  Dirirkson, 
McMaster,  Heam,  Fooka,  McHeniy,  Magraw, 
Davis  ind  Waters— S2. 

A^Bliet — Hessrs.  Blakistone,  Sellman,  Jeni- 
fer, Bell,  Welcb,  Chandler,  Ridgelj,  Sherwood. 
of  Talbot,  Colilon,  Chambers,  of  CecU,  McCul- 
lougb.  Miller,  Bowie,  McCubbin,  Spencer,  Gray- 
son, Geoi^,  Wright,  ahriyer,  Gaither,  Biaer, 
Annan,  Sappington,  Stephenson.  Nelson,  Carlet, 
Thawlej,  Slewsrl,  of  Caroline,  Hardcantlc 
Girinn,  Brent,  of  Billimare  cilj,  Ware,  Schley, 
Fiorj,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  llarhine,  Kil- 
gour,  Brewer,  Anderson,  Weber,  Holljdaj,  Sli 
cer,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower ,Cacke^ 
and  Brown— 19.1 

Determined  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  KiLBDCR  then  moved  to  Ell  the  bUiik  with 
ten  daji,and  asked  the  yeac  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HrcKi  began  to  feel  some  what  alarmed. 
he  said,  at  the  indisposition  manifested  oji  thr 
part  of  the  Conrention,  lo  throw  around  the  bal- 
lot-boi  those  guards  which  were  so  necessary  lb 
iti  protection,  and  eonsequently  lo  the  ■safety  and 
the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions.  After  Ihf 
angrr  discussion  which  had  token  pUce  oi 
another  tubject  in  this  Comention,  and  whicl 
closed  only  a  few  days  ago,  he  had  felt  disposed 
to  congralulate  btmself  and  (he  Convention  thi ' 
a  suhject  had  at  last  been  reached,  upon  whic 
ha  had  hoped  they  might  agree.  In  tliis, 
seemed,  he  was  disappointed.  He  supposed  thai 
they  had  all  come  here  with  a  full  determina- 
tion to  do  any  and  every  thing  In  Iheir  power  Ic 
Crerent  tbe  perpetralitHi  of  frauds  upon  the  bal- 
it-boT.  He  did  not  design  lo  make  a  set  speech; 
he  had  never  done  so.  He  belisved  it  would  be 
for  the  Convention  itself  and  for  the  peopli 
the  Sute  of  Maryland,  if  (here  was  less  of  thai 
kind  of  speaking  and  a  little  mare  plain  talking. 
He  wppoeed  that  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  body  bad  >  personal  knowledge  of  the 
fact  that  frauds  upon  the  ballot-bos  were  every 
where  commitled.  He  (tuslcd,  therefore,  that 
there  was  no  partizan  feeling  about  the  matter. 
He  certainly  had  none;  and  he  could  say,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  heart,  that  although  lie  had 
voted  against  the  call  of  the  Convention,  yet 
when  the  people  of  the  State  determiaed  there 
should  be  one,  and  particularly  when  he  had 
addressed  himself  lo  the  voters  in  his  eounty  for 
the  seat  be  now  occupied,  he  had  resolved  fully 
to  put  aside  all  con  si  deration  a  of  a  party  charac- 
ter. He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  ho  was  not  ■ 
party  man  ;  he  spoke  merely  with  rpference  to 
the  businesf  of  this  Convention.  It  was  cer- 
tainly true  that,  in  the  course  of  his  shortcarecr, 
he  had  wilnet«eJ  many  disgusting  ncpues  at  Ihr 
ballot-boi.     Mr.  H.  prorcedrd  to  giie  some  il- 


luitrtlLons  of  his  experience,  and  espi 
beliefthat  if  gentlemen  would  come 
h old  1 J  speak  the  Irulh.  instances  still 
erant  than  those  he  had  menllanril  mi 
dnced.  He  was  in  favor  of  some  such 
Hs  was  proposed  by  thr  amerdmeni,  tr 
its  operation  would  he  etfcctive  in  the  k 
of  fraud.  The  blank,  he  thought,  shi 
led  with  some  ]>eriod,  if  it  weie  but  tn 
hours.  He  desired  honestly  to  carry  c 
the  lights  which  he  possessed,  the  full 
the  people.  He  looked  upon  this  quest 
ing  one  of  the  most  important  • 
Convention  had  been  called  to  conside 
cide ;  and  he  hoped  and  Irusted  that  i 
tem  might  be  matured  by  which  this  p 
fraud  upon  the  Ua1lol-bo\,  every  whe 
lo  exist,  might  br  done  away  with.  H 
lliitik  that  there  was  any  difTepence  i 
in  the  <  oiivenlion  as  to  the  necessity  i 
ing  that  end,  Iml  there  were  some  huo 
three  membera  of  the  body,  and  about 
ditTerent  plans  to  accomplish  the  res 
they  had  all  such  a  practical  knowled) 
subject,  that  it  seemed  to  him  some  aui 
miglit  be  matured  in  an  hour.  He  i 
even  for  a  rcgislratiun — in  short,  he  % 
for  any  and  every  thing,  by  means  of  v 
great  object— the  protection  of  (h 


Mr.  DiTi!  said  that  the 
plained  of,  bad  been  felt  in  the  county  i 
gomcry.  In  that  cotlnty  there  was  al 
great  an  amount  of  virluc  and  intelligci 
lound  among  the  people,  without  dii 
other  counties, as  in  any  of  Ihem  ComB 
of  the  county  were  formerly  elected 
Iricls.  Corruption,  as  it  was  thongl 
its  appearance.  The  county  became 
ned  on  account  of  the  colonization 
The  mode  of  e" 


cd   t 


ral    I 


H 


that  ^omc  guardji  would  l>c  placed  r 
ballot-hox.  Ho  desired  that  the  voters 
land  should  be  secured  in  the  lullcl  en 
ofthe  elective  franchise.  That  illegal  v 
lu  be  found  he  had  no  doubt.  >lc  wo 
An  instance  of  one.  At  the  September 
1  man  called  upon  him,  aiid,  nlihougho 
posits  party,  otfered  to  vote  li>r  him.  . 
up  to  the  polls  with  him,  when,  after  ■■ 
nation,  he  became  satisfied  that  he  wat 
iticd  lo  vulu,  and  requested  the  judgi 
onsider  him  as  pressing  llie  vote,  and 
(ithdrew  fium  the  window.  This  m: 
fards  swore  that  hi-,  residence  was  i 
oniery  county  and  was  received.  I 
>avis)  had  since  become  satisfied  thai 
ad  no  right  to  vole  in  that  county. 
Mr.  Beli,  slated  that  tlic  district  fron 
e  came  «as  bounded  by  the  rejinsylvi 
lo  far,  however,  from  llie  fact  was  th 
lie  tbatpciBonsfrom  i'onnsylva 


ectiuiis,  that  Ik 


ers  lo  vi 
'rkncw 


theM 
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guilty  of  such  an  art.  A%  to  th^  eWtion  fli«- 
trieta,  he  would  saj  that  in  hw  dintrict,  a  Toter 
four-Afthn  of  whose  land  lay  on  one  ^ide  the  di«- 
triet  line,  and  \i\%  resklence  on  thit  other,  would 
not  be  permitted  to  rote  where  the  greater  part 
dT  hia  land  way,  but  where  his  resiidence  atood. 

Mr.  Broww  called  on  a  colleague  to  bear  him 
Mit  in  the  assertion,  tliat  no  illegal  voters  had 
roaM  over  the  Pennsylvania  line  into  hii  district 

Mr.  Browbr  declared  in  the  mo<«t  solemn  and 


Mr.  SpBNfKR  referred  |o  an  inttanca  of  a  eon* 
ductor  of  a  whig  paper  who  was  rejected,  al- 
though a  legal  voter,  beeauae  he  eoiild  ool  speoi- 
fy  the  exact  term  of  his  residence  to  •  day. 

Mr.  PiiKLPs  said  that  ease  waa  not  in  M$ 
county.  In  reply  to  which  the  gentleman  had 
said  concerning  the  penal  laws,  they  had  hith- 
erto been  inefiicient.  The  penal  laws  hari- 
been  long  in  operation.  A  man  in  his  county 
was  presented  by  the  Grand  Jury,  and  prosecuted 


smphBtic  manner  that  so  far  as  he  knew,  no  '  for  bribery,  and  then  came  to  Annapolis,  and 

PmnarlTajiia  Democrat  had  ever  voted  in  Ma-  >  obtained  a  nolle  protequi.    This  was  not  the 

rybnd.  !  only  Instance  of  executive  interference.    He 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  tlie  amendment !  knew  of  one  case  in  which  a  whig  Goreraor, 

>f  Mr.  kiLcoua,  and  the  result  was  as  follows :  ^nd  another  in  which  a  democratic  uovemor  if^- 

j(jlrt„ftVe._Me8srs.    Chapman,    President,  ^^'^f  "^^  ^*  cannot  find  security  for  the  purity 
Moigan,  Deni,  Hopewell,   1^.  Chambers,  of   ^^  ^^  ballot-box.  unless  we  impose  some  liroiU* 

Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson.  Dorsey,  Wells.  Ran-  °",^*  *«™  ®^,  residence.    The  remarks  of  hi> 

dall,Kent.  Weems.  Dalrymple,  Bond.  Merrick.  <^olleanic    had  deep  force  in  them,  and  were 

Jenifer,  John  Dennis,  James  U.  Dennis,  Cris-  strongly  impressed  on  his  mind. 

fieM,  Dashiell,  Williams.  Hicks,  Hoilson.  Golds-  ^^^'  Mk»wc"»  af^r  "^I'^K  ^f^  •'  ^^^  ^^}^^r 

boraogh.  Eccleston,  PheloH,  Sprigg.  Dirrickson,  ^^.5"  ?  ^^t^nw .•"d  »  learner,  tlian    a  tpeaker, 

McMaster,  Hearn,  Fooks,  Annan,  Mr  Henry  *"^,^'«*  <»•  »dcajiad  struck  him^which  he 

Magrmw,  Daris,  Kilgour  and  Water8-3P.  ^^^^  ^J  ^^^^^  •]»«  Convention.    The  ^tle- 

A>M*t»e.— Messrs.  Blakistone.  Ricaud.  Sell-  ™»n  ^">™  %*•*"  ^""f  thought  the  existmg  wr- 

■aa.Bell,  Welch,  Chandler.  Ridgely,  Sherwood,  "*>  '*^«  suflBcicnt,  and  Uiat  he  would  go  as  fac 

of  Talbot,  Colston,  Chambers,  of  Cecil,  MrCuU  ^  *"y  ^«  ^o  ™**'®  ^*"  ^P"*  stringent.    Noh', 

loagh.    Miller,    McUne.    Bowie.    MrCubbin  we  have  heard  a  good  deal  from  learned  lawyer* 

Spencer,  Grason.George.Wrght.Shriver.Gai-  "nd  judges  who  alter  pormg  over  the  book<.. 

Uier.  Riser,    Sappington,  Stephenson.  Nelson,  te"  us  that  if  a  man  from  an  adjoining  ward 

CSwIer.  Thawley.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  HaH  «^»  *P^  another  ward  of  the  city,  and  sleep*. 

fnUe,  Gwino,  Brenl,  of  Baltimore  city.  Ware,  ??«  "ight.  he  may  gain  hit  vote  m  that   ward. 

Sehley.  Fiery.  Neill,  John  Newcomer.  Harbine,  Now,  he  desiml  to  give  his  vote  te  clnjck  thi» 

Ikwrer,  Anderson,   Weber,  Hollyday.  Slicer  ®^»'»  ^y  »««taMiing  that  amendment  fixing  the. 

nitpatrick.  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cwkey  and  {"^.^^  residence  at  five  daya.    As  we  are,  the 

Ikown— 48.  I^w  IS  perfectly  insufficient  to  check  the  evil. 

lb.  fk.  mJi^^^A^^^*  -.       ■    .  J  He  thoi;^t  a  residence  of  five  days  proper.    A 

y.  P-!?f       f  "♦ '"'' '^J'';**' V      ,           ,  manisnotboundtobethereeverjhWrbuthe 

Jreikrtame  d       t"*  "**'''    ^^          ^^^'*  must  lisvc  his  residence  there,  although  he  may. 

M*  «-«-!?.      f**"   *          •  .    r     J       «F--i  work  at  Wasliiogton. 

iw  i;l!?      •  r'  "**  *""  *.P^'"*  "i^  """^^'I*  r^'^l'  Mr.  Bowie  suggested  that  if  this  amendment 

ul^!SJ!J«-'i  iT  '"'''^^'^^  ^'^^'^  defeated  was  adopted,  it  would  make  an  important  change 

»■  Mnendment,  I  know  not  how  many  times.  ;„  our  election  laws  which  now  require  six  months 

mrramo-work  of  the  proposition  is  the  same,  residence  in  Uie  county,  twelve  months  in  the 


lE'b'hS.J^'^fH  ^"  °?Jy  "^  '^'  ''r  '^''  ''""  ?"  Sate.rd  acroMing  to  li;e  construction  of  judge. 
^  ?S^.  tK  ?  •K*^n**'"''"«-  ""«^P'^'"7**«  \y  of  election  and  others,  one  day  in  Baltimore 
Sr.ku  1,  -.K  ^"^  Convention  will  not  supply  ^^  x^c  prefcnt  system  has  stood  the  test  of 
that  blank  with  anything.  ^  J  experience  of  seventy  years.  Originally  a 
Mr.  MiTCHKU.  suggested  that  the  gentleman  property  qualification  was  roouired,  and  in  con- 
night  be  mistaken.    He  (Mr.  M.)  could  refer  to  sequence  of  the  univcisality  or  the  term  freeman,  ^ 


gentleman  who  would  go  for  the  provision 
*Hh  the  limitation  of  five  days,  who  had  not  yet 
ralad  against  any  other  period  of  time.  There 
•i||it  be  other  members  of  the  Convention  sim- 
lariy  disposed. 

Mr,  Baowy.    I  withdraw  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SpRNCca  was  opposed  to  all  further 
WictioDs  on  the  sunrage.  The  penal  law 
M^t  be  strengthened,  if  necessary;  thepen- 
WisB  might  be  increased ;  officers  who  were 
»•!  vigilant  in  the  detection  of  illegal  voters, 
w|ht  be  punished.  But  there  ought  to  be  no 
"MWr  restriction  on  the  ballot-box. 

JJr.  pHCLFt  said  his  friend  from  Queen  Anne 
*Mjwe  ought  to  rely  on  the  penal  laws.  Noiv 
•JM  been  much  engac:ed  in  politics,  hut  he  had 
wr  known  an  inManee  where  a  voter  had  been 
wrinchi^ed. 

6 


sequence 

even  free  negroes  were  included.    Subsequently 
tliese   provisions  have  been  repealed,  and  the' 
qualifications  of  residence  as|they  now  stand  have 
been  acquiesced  in  by  the  people.   We  are  now 
Kent  here  to  form  a  new  Constitution.  Complaints 
have  been  made  as  to  the  working  of  some  parts  , 
of  tlie  present  coustitution,  but  he  had  heard  of 
none  against  that  which  relates  to  the  elective 
franchise.    He  wished  to  ask  whether  it  was  in- 
tended  to  get  rid  of  the  abuse  of  power  by  gettmg  . 
rid  of  the  power  Itself.    Was  not  that  too  great 
a  sacrifice.    He  then  quoted  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  Bill  of  RighU,  in  relation  to  the  suffrage ; 
and  stated  that  the  right  was  not  derivtd  from  . 
the  Bill  of  Rights  or  the  Constitution.    It  had 
a  for  higher  origin.  It  existed  with  and  belonged  to 
the    people,  as    members    of  the   body   poli-  , 
tic.    He  did  nut  come  here  to  put  new  shackWa 
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on  the  right  of  saflTrag^,  bu(  to  qualify  it  by 
such  wholesome  provisions  as  thf«  public  saibty 
might  require.  He  held  that  erery  man  of  twen- 
ty *oDe  yean  of  age  had  an  inalienable  right  to 
vote,  and  it  could  not  be  restrained  unless  de- 
manded b?  the  public  safety.  He  would  not 
▼ote  for  this  restriction  of  five  days*  residence, 
because  it  would  fall  on  a  large  class  of  poor 
citizens,  who  had  no  permanent  home,  but  were 
constantly  moving  from  district  to  district.  The 
amendment  would  deprive  them  of  the  right 
of  suffrage.  Because  we  have  the  power,  it 
would  be  wrong  to  diminish  the  rights  of  this 
class.  Pdblic  safety  demands  no  such  act  at  our 
hands.  Something  ought  to  be  done,  but  the 
Legislature  could  increase  the  rigor  of  the 
penal  laws.  He  was  willing  to  increase  the 
rigor  of  the  penal  laws  if  public  opinion  demand- 
ed it,  but,  (faid  he.)  <'Su  help  me  God,  I  will 
never  consent  to  strike  down  the  free  right  it- 
self." 

Mr.  Chambcrs  was  unwilling  to  remain  silent 
and  hear  different  gentleman'again  and  again  im- 
pute to  him  and  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
acting,  motives  and  reasons  utterly  at  variance 
with  those  which  governed  them.  No  one  here 
was  disposed  to  violate  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Constitution— 
to  shackle  the  right  of  freemen  to  vote.  Hebe* 
lieved  all  desired  the  same  object — the  purity  of 
elections.  Opinions  difi*ered  as  to  the  mode  of 
'-.ccuring  it.  Each  should  adopt  this  charitable 
opinion  of  the  intention  of  others.  The  right  of 
voting  is  undoubtedly  of  vast  importance  to  free- 
men ;  and  why  is  it  so?  Because  it  enables  them 
to  select  for  themselves  their  political  rulers  and 
ajents.  Hence  your  Constitution  and  laws  guar- 
antee that  the  majority  of  legal  voters  in  a  par- 
ticular election  shall  have  those  elected  for  whom 
they  cast  their  votes.  If  persons  not  entitled  to 
vote  interpose  and  nullify  the  effect  of  legal 
votes,  this  pledge  is  forfeited,  and  your  Govern- 
ors, Congressmen  and  others,  are  not  the  persons 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters,  but  are 
put  ui)on  them  by  others  not  entitled  to  have  a 
voice  in  their  selection.  Every  false  vote  defeats 
and  disfranchises  a  legal  voter. 

It  is  not  true  as  has  been  suggested  that  if  a 
man  has  a  right  to  vote  in  one  place,  he  may  as 
well  vote  in  any  place.  Where  the  right  of 
electing  an  officer  is  given  to  the  legal  voters  of 
a  particular  district,  it  is  a  violation  of  this  right 
to  permit  any  other  than  a  legal  voter  to  inter- 
fere. It  is  objected  that  the  remedy  will  in 
some  cases  deprive  persons  of  the  right,  who 
ought  to  vote.  Every  general  rule  must  produce 
particular  instances  of  hardship.  It  was  the  re- 
sult of  human  imperlection.  Yet  general  rules 
must  exist.  His  rule  of  political  morality  was, 
that  where  an  abstract  right  existed,  but  owing 
to  particular  conditions  and  circumstances  of  a 
community,  could  not  be  exercised  without  ne- 
cessarily producing  greater  evil  than  the  good 
resulting  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  would 
compensate,  tlien  the  right  must  be  restrained. 
The  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number,  was 
the  proper  aim  and  end  of  our  labors.    If  one 


citizen*  under  particular  circumstances,  cannot 
exercise  the  rigfit  of  voting  without  necessarilj 
depriving  two  others  or  more  of  all  benefit  of 
their  right,  he  mtist  not  be  permitted  to  vote;  nnd 
then  others  are  denied  all  efi*ect,  and  of  course 
all  benefit  of  their  votes,  when  each  of  their 
votes  shall  be  neutralized  by  the  opposite  voiea 
of  persons  not  legally  entitled.  He  invited  all  to 
engage  in  the  work  of  arresting  illegal  voting. 
It  is  a  question  of  expediency  of  means.  There 
should  be  no  harsh  denunciation,  where  all  have 
a  common  and  a  laudable  purpose. 

Those  were  mistaken  who  said  this  was  con- 
tradicting the  principles  of  the  old  constitutional 
doctrines.  Circumstances  had  changed  and  those 
very  principles  made  it  necessary  to  change  our 
legislation.  Besides,  in  the  good  old  times  and 
amongst  the  pure  men  of  the  days  of  the  Consti- 
tution, corruption  in  elections  was  unknown  — 
These  practices,  now  it  seems,  admitted  so  gen- 
erally to  exist,  were  of  later  introduction.  We 
are  told  to  enact  penal  laws.  Well,  it  has  been 
done  and  the  practice  is  said  to  increase.  And 
now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  allow  me  to  say,  that  if  not 
restrained  here  and  elpewheie,  the  most  fearful 
consequences  may  be  apprehended.  It  was  his 
deliberate  opinion  that  the  greatest  danger  to  be 
apprehended  to  Uie  perpetuity  of  this  glorioui 
Union  was  from  this  quarter.  If  ever  an  indi- 
vidual shall  be  put  upon  the  people  as  President 
of  these  United  States,  who  they  shall  be  thorough- 
ly satisfied  owes  his  elevation  to  fraud  in  the 
election,  what  disastrous  results  may  we  not  ex- 
pect from  the  outbreak  of  every  passion  which  a 
sense  of  insult  and  outrage  can  generate  in  minds 
already  excited  to  the  highest  degree  by  political 
partizanship?  Let  ufi  do  all  we  can  to  correct 
even  a  tendency  to  such  an  issue.  It  is  asked, 
why  not  vote  as  well  one  side  of  a  geographical 
line  as  another  ?  Why,  because  it  will  defect  the 
voice  of  the  bona  fide  residents  and  voters  to 
whom  you  give  the  right  of  election.  If  a  geo- 
graphical line  divides  two  counties  in  the  same 
congressional  district,  a  man  must  cross  that  lin» 
as  a  resident,  six  months  before  an  election,  to 
enable  him  to  vote;  but  if  the  geographical  lin» 
which  divides  two  congressional  districts  runs 
through  a  county  or  city,  then  six  hours  resi- 
dence is  to  entitle  him.  Is  this  agreeable  to  rea- 
son, consistency  or  equality.' 

To  make  such  facilities  for  fraud  is  to  invito 
its  perpetration.  He  admitted,  the  House  by  re- 
fusing to  fill  the  blank  with  a  longer  time,  had 
diluted  the  proposition,  which  in  its  present  form, 
could  do  but  little  good.  Still  it  was  a  step, 
though  a  short  step,  in  the  right  road  and  h0 
would  support  this  and  every  other  propoeitioo 
tending  to  the  great  result  of  purifying  the  bal- 
lot-box. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  after  staling  that  he  had  for  tep 
days  voted  aga'nst  all  amendments  fixing  a  teii0 
of  residence,  advised  his  friend  from  Dorcheste' 
to  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  let  the  sul^- 
ject  come  up  hereafter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McHenrt,  the  Committed 
rose  and  reported  progress, 

And  the  Convention  adjourned. 
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[EMpltmUion.  The  riew  ezprMccd  by  Mr. 
DmcKsoM,  in  reiatioo  to  double  ToUog  should 
read  at  follows : 

**Tlie  chief  e^il  which  this  amendment  ii  de- 
Hpied  to  preveut  is  that  of  double  voting— to 
leoder  it  impossible  for  the  same  voters  to  deposit 
their  bellots  at  diSereot  polls  on  the  same  day. 
It  bttd  been  further  urged,  that  even  if  persons 
did  not  vote  in  the  same  ward  or  dis<rict  in  which 
tkev  lived«-"sUll,  provided  they  voted  but  once, 
BO  bam  could  result— it  being  only  the  expres- 
saoo  of  public  opinion  in  the  aggregate.  But 
when  thii  practice  is  carried  into  the  Congrcia- 
iooal  districts  in  the  Stato  or  in  the  Commis*ioD- 
era'  districts  in  the  county,  the  crime  of  such  a 
ivactice  became  exceedingly  glaring,  tending  as 
It  did  to  destroy  the  whole  character  of  our  geu- 
eral  government  aa  well  as  our  internal  political 
iaititutioni  and  regulations.'*] 


WEDNESDAY,  January  I5t|^,  18M. 

The  Convention  met  at  10  o'clork. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GaAurr. 
The  roll  of  the  members  was  called;  and 
The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

ATTEKDSNCE   OF    MKMBLRS. 

The  President  announced  the  un'inijhrd  huiii- 
BUS  to  be  the  consideration  of  the  order  offered 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Dorset,  and  which  is  in  the 
following  words: 

Ordereid,  That  the  rule  ndoptcd  as  to  the  at- 
teodam^  of  memben  of  this  Convention,  shall 
not  apply  to  members  who  hhall  state  that  the 
csQse  of  their  abiience  was  their  necessary  atten- 
dance to  the  business  of  the  Convention. 

And  the  pending  question  was  on  the  adoption 
of  the  said  order. 

Mr.  Dorset  said,  he  should  move  to  lav  hib 
ovn  order  upon  the  table.  He  did  so  in  the  hopo 
that  the  members  of  the  Convention  mic;ht  see 
the  necessity  of  reconsidering  the  order  which 
bid  yesterday  been  adopted. 

The  order  of  Mr.  Dorset  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hicks  remarking  that  he  wils  convinced 
that  no  good  could  result  from  this  order,  he 
would  move  that  the  veto  by  which  it  had  been 
I,  siiould  be  reconsidered. 


adnpied, 
The  I 


he  President  btated  the  qiir&tiou  to  lie  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider  thr.vuto  by  which  the 
following  order  hadt>ecn  aiiupled: 

Ordered,  That  on  and  aficr  Monday  next,  the 
Secretary  shall  enter  on  the  journal  oV  each  Hnj, 
the  names  of  all  members  absent  at  the  call  uf 
the  roll,  without  leave,  unless  thcy»liull  on  the 
iaae  day  before  adjournment,  rc|>('rt  themselves 
10  person  to  ilie  Secretary. 

Mr.  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  the  yeas 
•ad  nays  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  which 
were  ordered. 

.Mr.  Davis  called  for  the  reading  of  the  order* 
which  waa  read. 


Mr.  William-  moved  that  theic  be  a  call  of 
the  Convention,  which  wa^  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees were  then  called. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  further  proeeedtngaon 
the  cdU  be  dispensed  with.  There  were,  he 
said,  only  two  or  three  member^  absent  which 
were  known  to  t>e  in  the  city. 

Mr.  William b.  I  hope  they  will  be  sent 
for. 

Mr.  Brent  of  Baltimore  city.  Well,  I  willi- 
diaw  the  motion.. 

Mr.  DuRSLT  sugge:»ied  that  if  a  member  of  the 
Convention  were  to  fall  in  the  street  and  break 
his  arm,  he  could  scarcely  come  m  under  the  or- 
der which  had  been  adopted,  and  repurt  himself 
to  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  ^aid  that  if  a 
member  broke  his  arm,  or  met  with  any  similar 
accident,  the  fact  might  be  stated  by  any  gentle- 
man, and  the  Convention  would,  of  course, grant 
leave  of  absence. 

A  paii^e  of  Mome  ten  minutes  followed  in  the 
proceeding's  of  the  Convention,  the  sb^nt  mem- 
berb  having  been  bent  fur- 

Mr.  BrowN  then  said,  that  he  believed  every 
member  was  in  liib  place.  lie  would  move  that 
further  proceedings  on  the  call  be  dispensed 
with. 

Ordered  arrordiiigly. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
rcconHidcr  the  vote  by  which  the  order  of  Mr. 
Brln't  had  been  adopted,  and  the  vote  stood  as 
foHowb: 

^iffirtnative — Messrs.  Morgan, Blakistone,  Dent, 
Hopewell,  Kicaud,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mit- 
chell, Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Welb,  Randall,  Kent, 
Sellman.  Wcems,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Sollert, 
Brent  of  Charles,  Merrick,  Jenifer,  Buchanan, 
Bell,  Welsh ,  (Chandler,  Ridgely,  John  Dennis, 
Jameb  U.  Denni^,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Williams, 
Hicks,  Hod>on,  Goldsborough,  Phelps,  Milter, 
McLane,  Sprj(;g,  McCubbin,  Spencer,  Grason, 
George,  Wright,  Fooks,  Annan,  Schley,  Davis, 
Waters  and  Holl>day— 49. 

AV^alirr— Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Sher 
wood  of  1  alhot,  Colston,  Eccleston,  Chambers 
of  Cecil,  McCullough,  McMaster,  Hearn,  Shri- 
ver,  Gaither,  Biser,  Sappington,  Stephenson,  Mc- 
Henry,  Mapraw,  Nelson,  Carter. Thawley,  Stew- 
art of  Caroline,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Brent  of 
Baltimore  city.  Ware,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer. 
Ilarbine.  Kilgour,  Brewer,  Anderson.  Weber, 
Sliner,  Fil/pairick.  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Coc- 
key  and  Brown — '31. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  qiicbiion  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  rcboJutioii. 

Mr.  Jlmklk.  1  move  to  lay  the  order  on  the 
tabic. 

Mr.  Urkni.    /  call  for  the  yeas  and  nay>. 

Mr.  Jenikkr.    1  withdraw  the  motion. 

And  tlic  queslion  again  recurred  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  re«ulutioii. 

Mr.  McLane  ollered  Uie  amendment  which  he 
had  yesterday  indicated,  to  give  a  retru^pc  tive 
efl'ect  to  the  order,  so  that  all  memberft  who 
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had  been  absent  licietofore  &liould  give  notice  of  I  answer  the  purpusic,  he  ^iiuuld  follow  il  up  with 

their  abUncc  to  the  Secretary,  that  they  might  "-*''•'• -*—     " *'  -    -■ 

■ppcat  on  the  same  record  with  other  members 
contemplated  by  the  order. 

Mr.  McLank  said  he  had  not  offered  this 
amendment  in  any  light  mood,  and  he  did  not 
wish  that  it  should  be  so  considered .  lie  thought 
that  the  whole  affair  was  out  of  place,  and  that 
it  oueht  to  hare  been  let  alone.  He  disclaimed 
any  intention  to  reflect  upon  the  gentleman  who 
had  introduced  the  order ;  but  he  (Mr.  McLakk) 
felt  that  the  result  of  the  continued  efforts  made 
here  was  inevitable.  They  would  not  only  take 
awav  from  the  Convention  the  respect  of  the 
public,  but  would  in  the  end,  if  persisted  in,  de- 
prive it  of  its  own  respect,  and  lead  to  every 
species  of  disorder.  He  thought  that  the  true 
modi  was  to  rely  upon  the  dictates  of  every 
niember^s  conscience  and  sepse  of  duty,  and  to 
trust  to  an  enlightened  community  to  do  them 
justice,  if,  however,  the  Convention  was  to  cast 
a. censure  upon  itself,  he  hoped  that  it  would  not 
be  confined  to  the  future,  but  that  it  should  be 
retrospective  also. 

He  did  not  think  that  any  evil  had  resulted 
from  the  absence  of  members ;  and  certainly  he 
imputed  to  no  gentleman  who  had  been  absent 
any  motive  or  intention  unworthy  of  him  as  a 
gentleman  or  a  member  of  this  body ;  but  if  any 
evil  had  resulted,  it  had  been  because  the  ab- 
sence of  members  heretofore  had  obstructed  the 
uctioD  of  the  committees  and  prevented  them 
from  making  their  reports.  There  were  mem- 
bers enough  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  Con- 
vention every  day ;  and  if  gentlemen  did  not  hap- 
pen tb  be  here  at  the  call  of  the  roll,  he  did  not 
think  that  they  shouSd,  for  that  reason,  be  held 
up  to  public  reprobation.  But  if  it  must  be  so, 
let  all  stand  upon  the  same  footing. 

Mr.  Brbnt  said  he  hoped  the  Convention 
would  not  be  induced  to  retrace  the  step  which 
iBL  had  yesterday  taken  by  so  decisive  a  vote. 
Why  was  it  that  a  change  had  "come  over  the 
n>irit  of  its  dream**  in  the  course  of  the  night? 
The  operation  of  ihe  resolution  bad  not  yet  fsen 
tested.  How  then  could  the  Convention  know 
whether  it  would  be  successful  or  not  ?  It  was 
i)ot  to  go  into  operation  until  Monday  next. 


another  proposition.  He  would  cease  to  throw 
grass,  and  would  begin  to  throw  stones.  He 
would  offer  a  resolution  to  dock  the  per  tliem. 
He  saw  that  gentlemen  were  absent.  He  saw 
that  they  would  continue  to  be  so,  unless  some- 
thing was  done.  The  gentleman  from  Cecil  bad 
referred  to  the  discredit  which  was  brought  upon 
the  Convention,  by  these  propositions.  The 
highest  and  deepest  reproach  which  could  be 
brought  upon  the  Convention,  would  result  from 
the  failure  to  present  to  the  people,  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  absence  of  niemoers,  such  a  Con- 
stitution ns  would  command  their  votes. 

He  had  introduced  this  order  upon  high  con- 
siderations, as  he  understood  them,  and  not  from 
any  miserable  desire  to  cater  to  a  morbid  appe- 
tite to  cast  odium  upon  this  Convention.  He 
was  not  satisfied  witli  the  presence  of  a  quorum 
only.  The  State  had  a  right  to  the  collectire 
wisdom  and  votes  of  the  whole  body. 

Mr.  McLane.     I   wiUidraw  the  amendment 
which  I  offered.    It  is  very  possible  that  its  pur- 
pose may  not  be  understood  ;  and  yet  it  might  be 
I  understood  as  reflecting  upon  the  absence  of  geu- 
ftlemen  hitlierto.    I  will  withdraw  it.    My  mo- 
tive was  entirely  different.    1  believe  that  no 
gentlemen  who  has    been    absent   heretofore, 
should  in  any  degree  be  censured  for  it,  and  I  am 
unwilling  to  do  anything  which  might  lead  to 
such  a  result. 
So  the  amendment  was  withdrawn. 
Mr.  Brown  said  he  should  have  voted  against 
the  proposition    of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil, 
(Mr.  McLane,)  and  propably  with  as  much  pro- 
priety as  any  other  member  of  the  body,  so  far 
as  tlic  matter  of  absence  was  concerned.     He 
Mr.  B.,  doubted    whether  any  member,  except 
those  immediately  from  the  City  of  Annapolis, 
had  been  less  frequently  absent  than  himself. 
But  he  was  willing  that  "by-gones  bhould  be  by- 
gones.^* He  thought  the  adoption  of  such  anuider 
would  bo  a  reflection  upon  gentlemen. 

Mr.  McLake,  (interposmg.)  I  have  with- 
drawn it. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  know  it.  I  shall  again  vote 
for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Balti- 
more city,  (Mr.  Brknt,)   iiecause  i  think  we 


What  harm  could  there  be  in  it.'  What  was  jijave  a  right  to  adopt  it.  We  leflect  upon  no- 
the  resolution?  Mr.  B.  explained  its  purposes,  | '>o<lj)  ^nd  the  punishment  contemplated  is  but  a 
and  pro^jseded  to  argue  that  if  a  member  was  ^^iSl^tone.  We  record  the  names  of  those  who 
called  t^aoy  necessity,  the  Convention  could,  by  ;  ^i^  present,  but  we  say  nothing  about  Uie  absen- 
lotter  or  otherwise,  be  informed  of  the  fact,  and  '^e^*  I  suggest,  however,  that  the  gentleman 
that  the  gentleman's  own  statement  of  the  facts,  i  should  allow  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table 
would  be  taken  by  the  Convention  as  a  sufficient  •  for  a  short  time.  Perhaps  the  very  fact  of  it& 
excuse.  having  been  oftered,  may  produce  beneficial  re- 

ThO  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLane)  '««'ts.  I  think  that  this  body,  and  especially  the 
was  mistaken  if  he  supposed  that  that  resolution  reform  portion  of  it,  has  a  right  to  complain  of 
was  offered  because  tliere  had  not  been  a  suffi-  ^^^  continued  absence  of  members  from  their 
eient  number  of  members  attending  the  Commit-  seats. 

teet.  He,  Mr.  B.,  had  no  such  consideration  in  Mr.  Wells  said,  that  the  efl'ect  of  the  prone- 
view  in  ofi'ering  the  resolution.  He  had  assigned  sition  would  be  to  hold  up  to  the  reproach  of 
nothing  in  the  failure  of  the  past  (melancholy  as  their  constituents,  gentlemen  who  might  be  un- 
tiat  had  been)  to  transact  the  public  bnsiuess  as  avoidably  detained  from  their  seats  ;  and  there 
the  reason  for  the  resolution.  He  looked  only  to  was  one  great  inequality  growing  out  of  it  suf- 
the  future ;  aikd  he  did  not  intend  to  stop  here,  iioient  in  itself  to  cause  its  rejection.  If  the  rule 
If  it  shouHl  be  found  that  this  resoluti  on  did  yiot  was  adopted,  u  member  could  come  into  the  Con- 
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''TilKiii,  viiit  until  hiN  name  wnn  culled,  f^o  out 
.'id  tbyout  for  the  re»t  of  tlie  day.  Or,  he 
iiKhteome  in  one  minute  before  the  (Convention 
djournfd,  i>fport  himself  present  to  (he  Seero- 
ary,  tnd  thus  be  recorded  as  having  been  pre- 
entfrmn  the  commenremcnt  of  the  Kitting.  AqiI 
husbolh  these  gentlemen,  neither  of  whom  had 
•een  present  for  any  substantial  purpose,  were 
ted  ID  the  same  {lo^ition  with  gentlemen  who 
i)d  been  in  attendance  durinc;  the  whole  day. 
Phere  were  other  reasons  which  might  l>e  urgeti 
ijiiMt  the  adoption  of  the  rc^iolution,  hut  he 
bought  this  one  sufficient. 

Mr.  Jesiifcr  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Tedl  (Mr.  McLj^nk)  had  not  withdrawn  bis 
aMdment,  he  (Mr.  J.)  should  have  voted  for 
I, bat  with  the  intention  at  the  same  time  to 
lavs  Toted  again:»t  both  the  amcnduient  and  tiiu 
^HohUioD,  if  the  amendment  shouhl  ha.ve  been 
dopled.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  the  declara- 
ioD  that  the  absence  of  members  was  the  cau^ie 
)f  the  delay  in  the  public  business. 

Mr.  BaENT  explained  that  he  had  not  stated 
hat  the  paai  absence  of  members  wa&  the  cause 
f  (he  delay. 

Mr.  JcNiFKR  proceeded  !•>  remark,  that  he 
onidered  it  their  duty  tu  lt:u\u  all  tho>e  mat-  , 
»i  to  their  constituenU^.     If  it  was  intended  to  i 
iflict  an  iron  rod  upon  this  (/onvcntioii,  and  to 
lake  the  members  sit  duwn  here  and  listen  to 
II  (be dull  speeches  that  might  be  made  (indu- 
ing hb  own)  upon  every  question,  he  would  not 
ive  hii  sanction  to  any  such  proceeding.    He 
elieved  that  if  members  did  pair  oti*  in  twenties 
B  some  occasions,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
oirrcDtioD,  and  would  expedite  its  motion.    He, 
nagfatif  some  of  them  (and  he  enrolled  him-  | 
tlf  anong  the  number)  were  Hometimes  out  of  j 
«ir teats  it  would  he  all  the  better.     He  refcrr-  i 
I  lo  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  who  preceded  ! 
im  (Mr.  Wells)  in  regard  to  the  uiuMiual  op-  j 
'atkmof  the  niie,  and  showed  how,  under  its  j 
Mratjon,  a  member  might  be  here  at  the  call  of; 
eroll  ou  one  day — go  to  lialtiniore— return  the  ; 
:it  day,  and   yet  have  his  name  recorded  as 
resent  on  boUi  the  days  of  his  abttence.  | 

In  regard  to  the  morning  hour  more  cj-peeial-  \ 
I  he  thonght  it  would  be  well  if  tno>t  of  the 
eaben  were  not  here,  for  more  time  was  ta- 
SD  up  in  tho  dlicussion  of  propositions  such  as  i 
leie,  than  in  more  important  matters.     He  re-  • 
ned,  a«  an  example,  to  the  resolution  of  the 
iotleman  from  Batimore  city,  which  had   al- 
'^y  been  the  subject  of  debate  in  two  morning 
mn.    Let  every  gentleman  be  left  to  his  own 
neienee  and  to  the  judgment  of  hiii  conslitu- 
its.    For  himself  he  must  be  permitted  to  say,  > 
iliftbe  order  was  passed  he  should  never  re- 
rd  his  name,  because,  when  he  went  home  to 
icomtituents,  and  when  they  kftew  that  he  had 
icharged  his  duty  with  fidelity,  they  would  not ' 
lire   that  he  should   ho  brought  up    to  the ' 
c?etarf*s  table  to  record  his  presence,   like  a 
vant  who  answered  to  the  overseer's  call  on  j 
Inrdaj  night.  | 

Mr.  Urent  said  some  gentlemen  might  sup- 
w  it  to  be  a  matter  of  very  little  moment 
ctlicr  the  Cooveotion  made  a  Constitution  or ' 


not ;  for  one,  he  desired  that  a  Constitution  should 
be  made  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  such 
a  Constitution  as  the  people  would  accept.  The 
gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat  had  le- 
m!irked  that  if  sonio  gentlemen  were  absent 
at  times,  it  would  be  all  the  better  for  the  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  (interposing.)  I  included  myself. 

Mr.  Bre\*t.  1  know  you  did,  and  I  am  wiJ- 
linfif  to  include  myself  also — but  that  is  a  matter 
of  taste.  1  say  that  every  gentleman's  constitu- 
ents have  a  right  to  his  full  serricei  here. 

Rut  (Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  remark)  the  gentle- 
man had  said  that  members  shouhi  not  he- bound 
to  sit  here  all  day  and  listen  to  dull  speeches. 

Mr.  Jenifer.    There  also  I  included  myself. 

Mr.  BRr.NT  said,  gentlemen  could  walk  out  at 
any  time  they  pleased;  and  the  resolution  gave 
the  very  liberty  that  was  claimed.  Again — thu 
gentleman  had  remarked  that  he  would  not  re- 
conl  his  name.  Let  him  take  that  responsibility 
on  himself.  He  ( Mr.  B. )  did  not  pretend  to  say, 
that  the  resolution  would  work  successfully,  but 
at  ail  events  he  hoped  the  Convention  would  try 
it.  If  any  gentleman  proposed  to  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  those  who  were  here  all  day  and 
those  who  were  not,  let  him  introduce  a  resouitiun 
to  that  effect  All  he  (Mr.  B  )  proposed,  was  to 
get  gentlemen  here  who  were  in  tho  city  of  An- 
napolis,— not  gentlemen  who  were  perhaps  a 
thousand  miles  otf.  If  thcv  were  in  tho  city  they 
could  be  sent  for,  or  could  be  brought  here  by  a 
call  of  the  (Ik)nvention. 

Mr.  SoLLER*i  said,  he  was  not  in  his  scat  yes- 
terday when  the  question  was  taken  ou  the  reso- 
lution of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city, 
(Mr.  Brent,)  and  if  ho  had  been,  ho  should  have 
voted  against  it.  There  were  two  objections  to 
it.  In  the  first  place,  this  whole  series  of  mea- 
sures was  calcuUted  tu  bring  the  Convention  into 
disrepute  with  the  people  of  Maryland,  aud,  lie 
agreed  with  tlie  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Lane,)  that,  whilst  they  did  so,  they  werecairu- 
ialed  also  to  make  it  lose  respect  for  itself.  Ho 
(Mr.  S  )  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  resolution. 

In  the  second  place,  it  was  utterly  inadccinato 
to  tho  accomplishment  of  the  object  in  view. 
Were  the  members  of  this  Convention  to  he  tied, 
like  children  by  their  nurses,  to  a  bed-post  with  a 
garter?  He  did  not  intend  to  be  so — he  was  rc- 
sponkible  to  his  constituents  alone.  The  yeas  and 
nays  wtre  taken  on  every  important  question, 
and  the  people  could  see  who  were  here  and  who 
were  not.  He  owed  responsibility  not  to  the 
Convention,  but  to  his  constituents  alone. 

But  the  gentleman  who  offered  tho  resolution 
said,  let  us  try  the  enforcement.  It  was  of  no  prac- 
tical use  to  do  so.  The  penalty  was  insufTicient. 
A  member  could  not  be  compelled  to  record  his 
name  if  he  did  not  choose  to  do  so,  and  ho  gave 
notice  that  he,  for  one,  should  never  chooso  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  Harbine  demanded  the  previous  question, 
but  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dasiiibll,  in  order,  ho  said,  to  accomplish 
the  object  of  the  resolution  more  eflfectually, 
moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  following : 
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"And  that  the  absentees  hereafter  &hB]l  not  re- 
ceive their  per  diem  during  their  absence." 

Mr.  Dabhibll  asked  the  yeas  and  nay^. 

Mr.  Jekifer  moTed  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  the  words  *'or  who  may  hare  been 
absent  heretofuro." 

Mr.  Dabhikll  accepted  the  niodification. 

Mr.  Mageaw  moved  further  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  words  *'and  absentees  without  leave." 

Mr.  DisniELL  accepted  this  modification  altio. 

Mr.  SoLLKRS  moved  further  to  amend  by  em- 
bracing a  provision,  that  so  much  of  \hc  per  diem 
of  members  should  be  docked,  as  would  be 
equal  to  the  sum  they  had  received  during  Uie 
recess. 

Mr.  Grason  moved  that  the  resolution  and 
amendmenUi  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Weber  call  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  us  fol- 
lows : 

^IffimuUive — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, Blakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Lee,  Cham- 
bers, of  Kent,  l)onald8on,  Doney,  Randall,  Kent, 
Weems,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Sollers,  Brent,  of 
Charles,  Merrick,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Chandler, 
Ridgely,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Colston,  John 
Dennis,  James  U.  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dut»liicll, 
Williams,  Hodson,  Goldsborough,  Phelps,  Cham- 
bers, of  Cecil,  xMcCuUough,  Miller,  McLane, 
Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Spencer,  Gn^on,  George, 
Wright,  McMastcr,  lleain,  Kuok!>,Biscr,  Annan, 
Davis,  Kilgonr,  Wateis,  Anderiion,  llollyday 
and  Fitzpatrick— 52. 

^TertUive — Messrs.  Ricaud,  Mitchell,  (?ellman, 
Bell,  Welch,  Hicki,  Eccleston,  Shrivcr,  Gaither, 
Sappin(>ton,  Stephenson,  McUcnry,  Magraw, 
Nelson,  Carter,  Thawley,  Stewart,  of  Caroline, 
Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Balto.  city, 
Brent,  of  Balto.  city,  Ware,  Jr.,  Srhlry,  Fiery, 
John  Newcomer,  tfarbinc.  Brewer,  Weber,  Sh- 
eer, Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey  and  Brown 
—33. 

And  the  resolution  and  amendments  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sfckckr  the  Convention 
proceeded  to  tlic  order  of  the  day. 

THE  ELECTIVE  FRANCHISE. 

The  Convention  again  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  (Mr.  Blakistone  in  the  Chair) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
th«i  (^'ommittce  on  the  Elective  Franchise. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Phelps  to  amend  the  amendment  heretoloreoflcr- 
ed  by  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  as  a  sub.stitute 
for  the  first  section  of  the  report,  by  inserting 
after  the  words ''Howard  District,'Mhe  follow- 
ing : 

**And  live  days  in  the  Election  District  or 
Ward  of  the  City  of  Baltimore." 

Mr.  McLane  obtained  the  floor  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  Chambers  of  Kent,  who  desired,  he  ^aid, 
to  supply  an  omission  which  he  had  inadveitaittly 
made  in  the  remarks  which,  without  notes  or  pre- 
meditation, he  had  yesterday  submitted  to  the  Con- 
vention. Reference  had  been  made  to  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  had  existed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  govenimeut,  and  it  had  been  alluged  that 


accordmg  to  its  provisions,  there  never  had  been 
any  requirement  that  a  party  claiming  to  vote 
should  have  a  re^sidence  except  in  the  State  and 
county.     He  had  yesterday  remarked   thai  the 
Constitution  was   lonned   under  circumttaDCM 
entirely  different  from  ttiobo  which  now  esisted, 
and  he  intended  al^o,  but  omitted  to  state  a  fact 
which  he  should  now  supply.  It  was  thift:  Wha 
the  Constitution  waK  origuially  made,  and  ai 
subsequently  modified  in   1809,  the  onlj  geo- 
graphical division  in  the  State,  in  which  voirt 
were    received,    was  into   counties.      There 
was  no  instance,  he  believed,  in  which  citixen 
of  the    same    county    or    city,  or  citizeoi  of 
the  same  district  were  called  upon,  or  bad  Ibe 
privile<jfe  to  vote  for  a  iliAereut  member  of  tke 
Legislature,  or  a  diflcrent  Senator,  or  a  difleroit 
Congressman.    Every  man  in  his  county  voted  it 
the  same  electidu  for  a  representative  for  hii 
immediate  distrirt  and  for  none  other.    There- 
suit  was,  therefore,  such  as  had  been  8tated|that 
although   from  district  No.   1,  in  county  A,  a 
voter  might    be    translated  to   district  No.  3, 
yet  ho  had  hefurc  him  Uie  choice  between  the 
same  candidutes,  anil  whether  his  vote  was  call 
in  one   district  or  the  other,  the  result  of  the 
election  was  not  chuni^d.     He  meant  to  Uf 
that  it  wub  unimportant,  that  although  the  voter 
moved  over-night  out  of    one  district  of  Ike 
county  into  unoilicr,  yet  that  no  one  was  practi- 
cally injured.     In  (he  position  he  had  yesterday 
assumed,  therefore,  hr  wu^s  not  going  in  vidfr- 
tion  of  any  principle  of  the  old  Constitution,  be- 
cause a  change  w.i^ absolutely  necessary  tociT' 
ry  out  the  very  principles  of  that  inslruaaBt, 
since  Ujo  divixion  of  one  of  the  counties  and  tb» 
City  of  Baltimore,  into  diflercnt  Congrcuiooal 
districts. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Boitk 
and  Mr.  ('Iiambers, 

Mr.  McLane  ivMimcd  the  floor. 

Mr.  McLane  referred  to  the  legislation  oC 
Congress  in  pa^sin^  the  law  establishing  the  di*— ' 
trict  systeiii,  uiid  contended  that  it  was  tiimply  »> 
direction  to  the  Stales  to  make  the  clcctiom  hf 
districts,  without  intending  to  interfere  with  th^ 
(U-rangcnicnl  of  thu  distnci<».    To  do  this,  Coe" 

fress  liad  no  power  under  llio  Constitution  of  th^ 
>nited  Stales.     Their  power  was  to  dislrict 
Siatea  themselves  aiid  nut  lo  direct  the  States 
do  it.     Tlu'ir  la>v,  however,  wa-i  acf{utei(ced  i 
by  lite  Statt^  and  liic  ^ubiect  is  not  now  materiaU' 
Th  -  J     .   - 


The  franiers  of  uui*  original  Constitution 

that  Congress  had  the  right  to  establiah  the  aji^ 

tern  of  election  by  districts,  and  so  they  left  it 

Contiiderin;;  the  quebtion  now  before  the  CoB" 
vention  as  odo  of  the  highest  importance,  he  baA- 
felt  it  luH  duly  to  bubniil  the  observations  be  vi^ 
about  to  make.     He  should  cnibraco  the  o|mor' 
tunily,  however,   to  go  beyond  the  immedialP 
question,  and  to  toiicli  (in  other  parts  of  the  re* 
port.     He  concurriKl  with  the  ifenlleman  £xoik 
Kent  in  many  of  his  views.    There  was  no  que^ 
lion  of  greater  importance   than   tlie  purity  tf 
elections  :  it  lies  at  the  root  of  our  republican  in* 
stitutions.    Concurring  in  this  view,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Kent,  he  was  willing  to  go  with 
him,  so  far  as  he  could  with  propriety,  any  ]nfjk 
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to  cffieet  this  object.    IT0  would  not  hare  now 
rjaua  to  tike  any  part  in  the  debate,  but  for  the 
reinark  wide  by  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester, 
(Mr.  Hkkb,)  which  appeared  to  be  tustaioed  by 
tbe  gcntlenan  from  Kent,  that  ih'n  is  to  be  re- 
ganM  as  a  test  question,  and  that  they  who  vote 
against  this  rettrif:tion  are  dispomil  to  throw  i 
awav  all  the  tni^rds  of  the  purity  of  ttie  elective  { 
franehiae.    Mow,  he  b«Mr^rd,it  10   be  undenitood  I 
that  he  would  vote  ai^ainsi  this  amendment,  and  | 
hia  objcctimi  to  it  is,  tliat  it  was  not  an  adequate  • 
aad  appropriate  remedy,  i  le  would  concur  in  any  : 
measure  which,  while  it  would  prevent  frauds,  | 
woald.  In  no  degree,  impair  the  cluciive  fran- 
ehiae in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  it. 
But  he  could  not  vote  for  a  prupositiun,  whirh, 
while  it  aimed  at  the  pivvention  of  frauds,  would 
tho  ha  Ye  tlie  eftect  of  restricting  the  right  of  vo- 
ten  Ici^ly. 

He  deeply  regretteil  tbe  stato  of  thing;s  that  had 
been  represented  a;*  existing  in  this  common- 
wealth:  because,  wherever  Uis  eailicr  lot  was 
east,  he  regarded  his  destiny  for  tht*  future  as  fix- 
ed in  thin  State.  Until  ho  ranie  to  this  Conven- 
tion, and  heard  the  statements  made  by  other 
gentleooen,  he  had  formed  no  idea  of  the  al loured 
eitrnt  to  which  fraud  and  corruption  have  boon 
curied.  This  evil,  it  would  appear,  from  these  j 
illffationa,  is,  by  no  means  confined  to  the  city 
«f  Baltimore,  wliich  has  been  .sti^rmatized  as  the 
liak  of  political  iniquity,  but  has  extended  to  all 
Ikaeountini  of  the  State.  The  facts  of  double 
voting,  giving  money  t4>  purchaHc  votes,  giving 
noney  to  obtain  naturalization  papers,  in  whieli 
MB  of  character  and  standing,  wealthy  individ- 
lali,  and  even  official  dignitaries  are  alleged  to 
Wwe  taken  part,  appear  to  be  common  occurren- 
ev.  Who  could  have  been  prepared  for  such  a 
*Me  of  things  ?  He  was  not,  and  could  not  cred- 
it it  to  that  extent.  Where  m  the  law  ?  Is  there 
BO  power  to  check  these  outrages  ? 

He  then  went  on  to  shew  that  bribery  had  been 
apprehended  in  the  earlier  periods  of  our  histo- 
ry, at  was  evident  from  the  clause  in  tlic  Con- 
ttitntioa  which  relates  to  that  crime.  It  was 
feiKd  it  might  reach  high  places  ;  and  the  pn>- 
mion  in  the  Constitution  was  a  wi^e  one.  The 
gnitleman  from  Kent  was  therefore  mistaken 
when  he  said  that  coiruption  was  not  known  to 
oar&then,  and  that  they  had  not  provided 
apiost  it.  The  ]>rovisionH  inserted  in  our  Con- 
stilatioa  shew  tliat  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
ipinst  its  introduction  in  our  Judiciary  and  Ex- 
arative  officers,  as  well  as  in  the  elections.  And 
while  these  provisions  attest  the  apprehension 
that  it  might  be  practised,  they  also  prove  in 
what  abhorence  it  was  held  by  tlio  fnuiiors  of 
the  Cooatitution.  And  now  we  arc  told  publicly 
that  bribery  prevails  at  every  election,  that  it 
perrades  every  district  in  the  State.  If  this  be 
Ine,  it  is  indeed  time  that  we  had  a  Convention. 
There  is  nothing  like  this  in  Kngland,  where  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  believe  that  corruption 
rtalks  abroad  in  open  day.  There  is  nothing 
like  it  in  the  history  of  Komtf,  until  she  had 
mchad  the  zenith  of  her  ^lory,  and  then  it  aj)- 
pcared  aiid  hastened  her  de<.iine.  And  so  it  pre- 
cipitated the  other  republics'of  antiquity  to  their 


ruin.  And  they  all  atand,  among  the  wreekn  of 
time,- as  beacon  lights  to  warn  those  who  shall 
come  after  tliem.  If  the  statements  made  here 
are  true,  then  our  State  is  corrupt  to  the  core. 
There  has  lieen  notliing  like  it,  if  true.  He  did 
not  say  that  it  was  true  and  docs  not  believe  it. 
But  if  it  is  true  in  any  indirect  part,  it  calls  for  a 
speedy  and  vigorous  remedy  ;  it  is  too  dangerous 
to  be  cured  by  honuepathic  treatment.  If  the 
disease  has  taken  such  hold  in  the  State  ;  if  the 
cancer  has  made  such  progress  over  the  body  pol- 
itic, it  Iweomes  our  duty  to  take  the  knife  and 
cut  deep  to  the  root,  or  our  career  will  be  short, 
and  the  timu  is  not  far  otf  when  we  shall  be 
stricken  down  by  the  iron  hand  of  despotbm. 

And  what  is  the  remedy  for  this  diseased  con- 
dition of  the  State  ?  He  scarcely  knew  whero 
to  go  for  an  adequate  remedy — those  proposed 
were  not  to.  The  gentleman  Irom  Anne  Arundel 
would  provide  a  remedy  by  keeping  back  from 
the  poor  foreigner  his  naturalization  papers,  or 
preventing  him  from  receiving  from  others  the 
expense  of  procuring  them,  so  thitt  he  may  be 
prevented  from  giving  a  fraudulent  vote.  This 
is  certainly  homtvpathic  and  unjust  treatment. 
While  excluding  two  or  three  foreig^ners,  we  shall 
shut  out  twenty  who  have  an  indisputable  right 
to  vote.  Other  remedies  have  been  proposed, 
all  similar  in  their  want  of  power  to  ehect  a 
cure.  In  all  the  suggestions  which  have  been 
made  there  is  a  greater  possibility  of  punishing 
the  innocent  than  deterring  the  guilty.  He  would 
rather  permit  foreigners  to  go  into  our  Courts, 
and  be  naturalized  gratuitously.  That  was  his 
remedy.  Now  the  foreigner  becomes  the  tool  of 
the  person  who  pays  for  his  papers,  and  is  used 
by  him  to  further  his  purposes.  Let  him  have 
his  papers  without  cost,  and  he  walks  forth  free 
and  independent. 

Another  remedy  looks  to  the  question  of  resi- 
dence. At  present  it  is  necessary  that  the  voter 
shall  have  resided  twelve  months  in  the  State, 
and  six  months  in  the  county.  The  gentleman 
from  Kent  says  thi^i  provision  may  be  evaded. 
We  have  already  the  State  residence,  and  the 
County  residence.  And  now  the  district  resi- 
dence is  wanted.  These  districts  were  estabi  ished 
merely  for  the  convenience  of  the  people,  and  not 
for  the  better  security  of  the  ballot  box.  His  reme- 
dy was  to  abolish  the  district  elections  for  Com- 
missioners, and  let  the  whole  County  vote  for 
them.  This  would  not  convert  the  district  sys- 
tem, intended  for  the  convenience  of  the  people, 
into  an  injury. 

The  gentleman  from  Kent  says,  a  man  who  has 
a  right  to  his  vote,  is  deprived  of  his  right  when 
an  illegal  vote  in  received;  and  to  this  he  (.Mr. 
McL.)  agreed.  But  what  remedy  does  he  pro- 
pose ?  He  takes  away  flrom  a  voter  who  moves 
from  one  district  into  another,  the  right  to  vote, 
because  there  is  a  knave  standing  b}  him,  who 
will  be  admitted  to  vote,  if  the  honest  voter  is. 
All  the  remedies  proposed,  like  this,  would  un- 
necessarily shackle  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  be 
inefl'ectual  to  cure  the  disease. 

He  objected  to  the  proposition  laid  down  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kent,  that  every  right  that 
musi  necessarily  be  abused  ought  to  be  qualified, 
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as  fraught  with  mischief  if  carried  out.  What 
doei  he  mean  by  "neoesaariiy  ?**  He  must  mean 
that  when  a  right  becomes  very  valuable,  it  will 
be  seized  upon  by  some  other  than  the  possessor, 
and  to  prevent  (liis,  it  ought  to  be  taken  away. 
And  this  the  gentleman  puts  forth  as  a  maxim  of 
his  political  morality. 

Mr.  Chambcrs  explained.  What  he  said  was, 
that  where  the  practical  exercise  of  an  abstract 
right  is  accompanied  by  evils  which  counterbal- 
ance the  benefits  derived  from  the  existence  of 
the  right,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned.  That  was 
his  morality,  and  he  would  stand  or  fall  by  it. 

Mr.  McLane  resumed.  If  the  right  of  suffrage 
was  an  abstract  right,  wliat  is  a  practical  right  ? 
This  is  a  practical  right.  If  it  be  an  abstract 
right,  and  the  mischiers  resulting  from  its  practi- 
cal exercise  counterbalance  the  benefits  from  its 
exercise,  it  is  better  that  it  be  abandjue^i.  Tltat 
was  the  principle  of  the  political  morality  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kent.  It  was  a  principle  un- 
known to  any  government,  civil  or  divine.  If 
this  principle  were  carried  out,  the  effect  would 
be  that  all  government  must  stand  still.  He  then 
referred  to  the  principle  which  was  perceptible^ 
in  the  operations  of  a  Divine  Providence,  which 
separated  the  innocent  from  the  guilty,  and  to 
the  principle  of  our  own  penal  code,  which  lays 
it  down  as  better,  that  ten  guilty  should  escape 
than  that  one  innocent  person  should  be  condemn- 
ed. According  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kent,  we  ought  to  be  deprived  of  an  un- 
questionable  right,  because  the  exercise  of  that 
right  may  lead  to  great  abuses.  He  could  not 
see  how  this  principle  could  apply  to  the  elective 
franchise,  which  is,  in  itself,  too  valuable  to  be 
counterbalanced  by  any  imaginable  mischiefs. 
He  referred  to  banking  operations,  which  led  to 
furgerie<«,  where  the  forger  is  punished,  while  the 
innocent  man  if*  untouched.  The  liberty  of  the 
press  was  liable  to  great  abuse,  because  it  some- 
times  becomes  licentious;  yet  we  do  not  attempt 
to  restrict  that  liberty.  Formerly,  indeed,  re- 
straints were  imposed  on  the  liberty  of  the  press; 
and  it  was  attempted  to  restrain  it  under  a  recent 
administration  in  England,  and  also  in  this  coun- 
try. But  no  one  now  would  attempt  to  restrict 
the  liberty  of  tlie  press  as  a  punishment.  This 
liberty  stands,  in  importance,  side  by  side,  by  the 
elective  franchise.  Instead  of  restricting  its  free 
action,  we  are  content  with  punishing  those  whn 
abuse  it.  One  great  principle  is,  that  no  man 
vhall  be  prevented  from  publishmg  what  he  pleas- 
es, but  such  as  falsely  publish  are  punished. 

But,  he  went  on  to  enquire,  what  arc  the 
causes  of  the  corruption  of  the  ballot-box  in  this 
State  ?  Let  us  find  out  the  cause,  and  apply  the 
remedv  to  that.  The  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the 
unhealthy  condition  of  public  opinion.  It  is  be- 
cause public  opinion  winks  at  tliese  corruptions 
that  they  have  grown  to  their  present  enormity. 
Tnles^  it  is  in  response  to  public  opinion,  we 
can  never  make  penal  laws  which  will  prove 
efficient  to  check  the  evil.  Public  opinion  is  not 
healthy  on  this  point.  His  remedy  was  to  cure 
public  opinion,  and  then  our  penal  laws  will 
prove  sutlirient.    This  morbid   slate  of  puMir 


opinion  has  been  produced  by  the  strife  of  {Mr- 
ties,  under  our  conflicting  State  administra- 
tions. He  did  not  mean  to  assail  one  party  more 
than  another.  He  condemned  both  parties 
where  their  conduct  merited  condemnation.  In 
their  eagerness  for  political  ascendency,  thej 
have  not  always  been  careful  fviough  to  krrp 
on  the  right  side  of  the  line  which  separates  the 
legal  from  the  illegal.  The  course  of  comipti<Ni 
is  downward  :  it  logins  at  the  heac',  anddeacenda 
to  the  feet.  The  example  of  the  high,  prrserrea  or 
corrupts  the  law.  And  so  it  will  ever  be.  We 
shall  have  a  corrupt  community  in  the  mass  when 
the  heart  or  the  head  is  corrupt.  When  men  hold- 
ing high  stations  become  corrupt,  we  must  ex- 
pect the  mass  to  be  infected.  When  we  see 
men  of  wealth  and  standing  contributing  their 
means  to  feed  corruption,  it  is  our  duty  to  grap- 
ple with  them,  and  shut  up  the  source  of  the  evil. 
Without  the  aid  of  money,  there  would  be  no 
corrupt  votingf. 

The  bitter  fruit  which  is  produced  by  the  strife 
of  parties  is  a  corruption  which  increases  until 
it  destroys  the  institutions  in  which  it  is  found. 
Such  was  its  fatal  influence  on  the  ancient  re- 
publics. Following  their  course  of  corruption 
their  fate  will  bo  ours. 

He  referred  to  the  system  of  gerr^manderinr 
which  had  on  several  occasions  exhibited  itself 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  election  district*. 
Ihis  vice  originated  not  in  our  State;  it  had  its 
origin  elsewhere.  But  the  application  of  it  in 
this  State  has  been  productive  of  the  colonization 
of  voters,  which  has  been  so  much  complained 
of.  The  evil  of  this  principle  is  the  result  of  the 
struggle  of  the  people  to  extricate  themselves 
from  the  condition  in  which  its  oppressive  opera- 
tion has  placed  them.  He  only  stated  the  fact; 
he  did  not  justify  it.  It  would  have  been  better 
to  wait  patiently  until  it  had  worked  its  own  over- 
throw. But  if'you  press  on  any  portion  of  the 
community,  it  will  rise  against  the  pressure. 
You  fir.d  a  people  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of 
a  freedom  of  more  than  half  a  century,  and  b}*  a 
single  law  you  destroy  it.  Were  it  not  that  thus 
public  opinion  could  rcetify  the  evil  which  op- 
presses it,  a  more  dreadful  strife  would  be  en- 
gendered by  the  weak  against  the  strong. 

There  is  one  other  result,  a  reference  to  which 
caused  him  great  pain.  Large  contributions 
have  been  made  by  wealthy  individuals,  for  the 
purpose  of  carr}  ing  on  elections.  He  had  known 
committees  formed  in  ihc  Cily  of  Baltimore,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  collecting  funds,  opening 
bookn,  and  calling  on  office-holders  and  others 
for  contributions  of  I  en  and  twenty  dollars  each, 
for  the  purpoiic  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  an 
election.  A  candidate  for  Governor  has  been 
assessed  as  high  as  $3000  or  $4000,  and  has  been 
told  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  llie  election.  Such  is  the  condition  of 
thirig<«,  lliat  the  most  resprclable  men  have  been 
required  to  gi\c  their  mciins.  And  how  many 
arc  there  in  tliis  Hull,  who  can  c>ay  they  are  free 
from  this  imputation  r 

Mr.  CiiAMUKR<i.    I  am  free. 

IMr.  MrliAKi:  ic-unied,  stating  that  money  thus 


49 


has  been  sent  intoeTery  part  of  tbf  State.  |  public  opinion,  and  wiae  and  patriotic  Booabouid 
Ha  tboojcht  all  had  aoutributed  their  meaoa  for  i  spare  no  painn,  leave  no  ttooe  unturned  both  by 
one  purpose  or  other.  He  himnelf  was  not  m)  I  precept  and  example,  bv  general  edueation  and 
free  from  the  charge  a.«  the  gentleman  from  |  legudatioo,  m>  to  enlighten  and  Unprofa  the 
KeiiL  He  admitted  that  he  had  contributed  to '  general  public  Mntiment.  He  united,  too,  moit 
the  rspenaea  of  an  election.  It  was,  indeed,  m>  !  cordially  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in  call- 
coouBOB  a  case,  that  it  had  ceased  to  be  regarded  i  ins;  on  the  Confention  to  eletate  their  mindt 
as  diahoooralde  among  gentlemen.  Our  only  •  abore  all  subordinate  consideratione,  and  coom 
reaaady  for  this  e? il  is  to  correct  public  opinion. :  up  in  the  spirit  of  liberalized  and  enlightened 
He  would  Msa  laws  that  would  lead  to  that  cor-  i  patriotism,  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  P§trf$  Con- 
reetioD  ana  stamp  all  such  conduct  as  unworthy,  seriplt  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  performance 
He  would  protect  the  franchise,  preserve  the  in- 1  of  the  high  duties  entrusted  to  them,  and  to  luiag 
noeentfirooa  fraud,  and  punish  the  ^ilty.  He  j  to  the  consideration  of  the  great  question  noii- 
would  render  bribery  infamous,  both  to  the  giver ;  under  consideration,  a  proper  .sense  of  its  deep 


and  the  receiver  of  a  bribe.  He  knew  no  other 
way  of  securing  the  purity  of  the  ballot-box. 
No  law,  however,  could  have  a  bene6cial  effect, 
unless  it  was  in  response  to  public  opinion,  and 


and  abiding  importance.  True,  he  said,  it  wa« 
difficult,  very  difficult,  to  divest  ourselves  of  the 
influences  of  long  cherished  aHSOciatioos— the  Xw% 
of  habit — and  deal  with  such  questions  solely  with 


did  not  involve  the  innocent  in  a  common  fate  reference  to  their  own  intrinsic  merit— -but  the 
with  the  guilty.  Any  law  that  punished  the  end  was  at  least  worthy  of  a  vigorouacffiwt.  Such 
legal  voter  in  order  to  reach  the  fraudulent,  I  were  the  infirmities  of  human  nature,  that  a  per- 


rould  enlist  both  in  opposition  to  it,  and  render 


it  ineffectual.    Would  this  amendment  of  a  fivr  "Be  expected,  yet  an  approximation  to  this  gJMMl 


days  residence  effect  the  object  proposed  ?    A 

man  ditpotfd  to  do  wrong  would  find  no  greater 

difficulty  in  gettini;  over  five  da^a,  than  over  a 

longer  period — such  as  is  provided  by  a  resi- 

dsnee  of  six  and  twelve  montlis  alreadv  in  the 

laws.    He  did  not  expect  to  purify  the  ballot-  box 

by  such  measures  as  these ;  it  would  be  just  as 

easy  a  task  to  purge  society.  Frauds  of  a  higher 

riiaraeter  exist ;  and  when  we  can  reach  these 

great  frauds,  we  may  hope  to  be  able  to  remedy 

the  others.    But  while  we  leave  the  greater  evils 

am— iialied,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that  we  can  ex- 

tinate  the  araaller. 

Mr.  Mbrrick  expressed  his  regret,  that  eon- 
earring  ae  fully  as  ne  did  with  much  the  great- 
er part  of  the  general  remarks  so  eloquently 
Mdeby  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Cecil,  he 
ikoidd  find  himself  compelled  to  dissent  from  tlie 
fOBehuiona  to  which  he  had  come.  Ho  was  not 
fwpMad  to  trespass  on  the  Convention  by  anv 
ittoipt  to  make  a  speeoh  i«  reply,  and  tiideod, 
ven  ne  ever  so  mueli  disposed  to  do  so,  tlie  difli* 
cri^  he  now  had  of  utterance,  from  a  severe  cold, 
Made  such  an  efibit. 

He  united  most  cordially  with  the  honorable 
F^^tman  in  deprecating  the  effects  of  party 
ilrife  here  and  every  where,  and  the  honorable 
MBber  could  not  be  more  deeply  impressed 
Ikaa  he  iraa  witlt  a  sense  of  its  past  and  a  dread 
of  its  future  mfluence  upon  our  republican  insti- 
tufiaoBi    He  was  fully  aware  that  under  the  ex- 
cittiuents  engendered  by  party  contentions,  many 
good  men  would  temporarily  forget  that  just 
tensa  ef  moral  and  political  duty,  by  which  ordi- 
iarijy  they  were  actuated;  and  their  evil  exam- 
ala  eu  aucn  occasions  had  the  fatal  tendency  of 
bwaring  and  corrupting  the  moral  tone  of  the 
wMe  community— of  producing  that  unhappy 
ttate  of  public  opinion,  by  which  it  had  or  might 
baeo— e  to  be  regarded  that  in  elections  almost 
aiythfaig  was  justifiable  which  tended  to  secure 
the  ascendancy  of  your  party,  that  the  end  sanc- 
tified the  means.    He  agreed  too,  that  the  very 
best  means  of  preventing  and  correcting  theae 


feet  accomplishment  of  this  object  was  hardly  to 


end  was  certainlv  to  be  noped  for. 

Sir,  said  he,  what  is  the  question  we  now  have 
on  hand :  the  regulation  of  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise  and  the  protection  of  this  aaoftt 
precious  prerogative  of  freemen  from  frauda  and 
abuses.  Could  you  deal  with  a  graver  or  more 
momentous  question  to  a  republican  people?  It 
is  the  fuundation  stone  of  the  republic—- the  sheet 
anchor  of  freedom.  It  should  not  he  touehed 
with  unholy  hands;  and  tlie  guards  and  seeuritiea 
thrown  around  it  should  be  proportioned  to  its 
inestimable  value — and  yet  gentlemen  aiyue,  or 
seem  to  argue,  that  because  it  is  ao  valuable  and 
precious,  it  must  be  left  unguarded !  And  here 
is  the  point  of  great  difference  between  myself 
and  the  very  distinguished  gentleman  from  Oscil. 
lie  has  discoursed  fluently  on  tlie  subject  of  po- 
litical morality;  upon  the  baneful  cfiiBctB  of  party 
strife;  upon  the  invaluable  nature  of  the  elMlive 
franchise;  and  admits  that  frauds  are,  and  ere 
likely  to  be,  practised  upon  the  privilege — ^yet  he 

firoposos  no  guards  to  protect  us  from  these 
rauds,  and  declares  himself  averae  to  the  alidbt 
dditional  security  which  woukl  be  given  by  the 
pending  aniendioent,  requiring  only  five  daya 
previous  reiiideoce  within  the  diatrict  before  a 
newcomer  sliall  be  there  entitled  to  vote. 

Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  have  helbre  said,  I  am  ut- 
terly opposed  to  all  improper  restrictions  upon 
the  rigiit  of  suffrage.  1  Iiave  resisted  throughout 
all  attempts  to  make  inviduous  distinctiona  on 
Uiis  subject,  among  classes  of  our  citizens.  1 
have  voted  steadily  againat  all  amendments  in- 
tended or  tending  to  impose  any  other  or  greater 
restrictions  upon  our  naturalized  than  are  impo- 
sed upon  our  native  citizens.  1  am  here  Co  ad- 
vocate Uie  extension  of  this  sacred  right  equally 
to  all  our  citizens  of  every  age  and  condition,  to 
whom,  according  to  the  general  judgment  and 

Kneral  sense  of  the  people  of  the  Stale  it  should 
extended;  but  it  must  be  lunited;  it  must  be 
guarded;  it  must  be  protected,— it  is  too  deer, 
too  valuable  to  freemen  to  be  tr^Bed  with.  Some 
gentlemen  have  said  they  were  lor  giving  it  the 


evlH  was  the  enlightenment  and  purification  of  1  widest  extension.   How  far  would  these  gentle 
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men  extend  it?  Would  tiiej  give  thif  right  to 
frett  Mgroen?  Would  they  give  it  to  all,  india- 
eriininstely?  What  then  becomes  of  the  qaalifi- 
cattODS  of  age,  lex,  residence  within  the  State. 
"I  ean  eomant  to  no  such  extension  as  this — but 
•my  detire  is  to  gire  to  this  right  as  wide  an  ex- 
tension as  pmoently  and  safely  we  can,  and  to 
flociira  to  all  to  whom  the  right  now  i«  by  law  or 
can  saftly  be  riven,  as  full,  free,  and  untrammell- 
•d  ezereise  of  this  invsluable  right  at  is  consistent 
with  itii  pre»ervation  and  the  purity  of  the  ballot 
box.  The  gentleman  say  3  we  cannot  fully  guard 
against  the  abuses  complained  of,  that  ihe  remedy 
proposed  is  inadequate.  Admitted;  but  what 
then  ?  Does  it  follow  because  wh  cannot  do  all  | 
w«  desire,  that  therefore  we  are  to  do  nothing? 
Am  we  to  conclude,  because  we  are  imperfect 
by  nature  and  can  in  nothing  attain  perfection — 
that  we  are  therefore  not  to  endeavor  to  approxi- 
mate to  it?  I  am  of  a  verv  different  opinion, 
tad  think  we  should  do  all  we  can,  to  save 
and  protect  ourselves  and  the  freemen  of  Mary- 
land, and  then  bear  the  lessened  evils  which  we 
cannot  remedy. 

Mr.  McaaicK  said  it  was  too  true,  as  had 
been  said,  party  strifes  and  political  corruptions 
luid  led  ana  wars  likely  to  lead  to  the  destruction 
of  republican  institutions.  They  had  produced 
the  downfal  of  all  that  had  gone  before  us,  and 
their  warning  Toice  sounded  in  our  ears  to  guard 
ourselves  from  a  similar  impending  fate.  **  The 
prioe  of  liberty,  we  all  knew,  was  perpetual  vigi- 
lance. '*  It  become!*  ui«,  then,  the  chosen  agents 
of  the  free  people  of  Maryland,  clothed  with  the 
high  power  of  framing  a  new  compact  of  Gov- 
ernment for  them  ana  their  posterity,  now  espe- 
oially  to  exercise  that  vigilance  and  to  engraft 
into  that  compact  all  the  appropriate  saftrguards 
to  that  libertv  which  our  united  wisdom  could 
devise.  Nothing  was  dearer*  nothing  more  pre- 
cious in  the  eyes  of  a  free  people,  than  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  It  was  the  life-giving  principle 
of  republics,  and  not  less  dearly  cherished  by 
freemen,  than  the  niddy  drops  which  warm  their 
hearts.  Protect  it  then — preserve  it  in  its  purity. 
We  hsve  had  many  violent  party  contentions; 
but  violent  as  these  have  been,  they  are  nothing 
compared  with  what  we  are  ressonably  to  ex- 
pect will  arise  in  the  distant  future.  The  Con- 
stitution we  now  make  is  to  operate  for  good  or 
for  evil  upon  that  future.  Its  effects — its  work- 
ing— are  to  be  felt  when  we  who  make  it — when 
the  porties  of  the  present  day  and  all  who  com- 
pose them,  shall  have  passed  away  and  been 
forgotten .  Nothing  we  ca n  do  is  to  be  of  greater 
fffect,  than  the  means  devised  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  purity  of  the  ballot-box.  While  that 
purity  shall  be  preserv^,  all  will  be  saft,  and 
upon  it  and  its  efficiency  our  habit  now  in,  and 
this  habit  will  grow  and  strengthen  with  oar 
growth,  to  repose  with  confident  security.  Thus 
the  ballot-box,  if  pure,  has  been  found  and  will 
be  found  in  future,  lo  be  the  reliance  of  all  cood 
npnblicana  for  a  redrsas  of  grieivancea,ana  to 
sQperctde  the  necessity  of  all  tpjpeala  to  violence. 
It  has  been  and  it  will  be  to  all  defeated  partJee, 
even  when  writhing  and  chafing  under  the  morti- 
fiontioa  of  nenat  defeat, 


**Hope  8  precious  pearl  in  sorrow's  cup. 

Wnich  unmelted  at  the  bottom  lay. 
To  shine  again  when  all  drunk  np, 

Tlie  bitterness  ahall  paas  away.'* 

Yes,  sir,  reliance  upon  this,  if  Iti  parity  be  pi*- 
served,  will  calm  their  angry  passions,  wiN  sooih 
their  troubled  breasts.  They  will  submit  to  nn- 
sent  defeat,  and  trust  to  reason  to  briiy  aMut 
convictions  of  right  in  the  minds  of  their  fUlow 
citizens  at  a  subsequent  trial  of  strength  In  this 
peaceful  mode.  But  let  frauds  and  comiptionB 
creep  in  ;  let  freemen  be  unjustly  deprived  of 
their  rights  in  this  particular;  m  the  decisjoni  ttf 
)our  ballot-box  be  rendered  false  and  ponntedi 
and  the  beauty  of  that  pearl  is  kM;  its  Wre  b 
gone— gone  and  forever;  and  with  it  dies  thuhopts 
of  freemen  and  of  freedom.  Guard  It  then,  Uid 
guard  it  well,  I  Implore  you. 

Reference  had  been  made,  by  the  hononble 
gentleman  fh>m  Cecil,  to  the  art  of  Coogf«ss  i«- 
quiring  members  of  Congress  to  be  alectad  V 
single  dbtricu  throughout  the  United  Statca;  and 
the  oonstitutionalitv  of  that  law  had  been  ques- 
tioned. He  (Mr.  MeaaicK)  was  a  member  of 
Congress  at  the  time  that  law  was  passed;  and  he 
knew,  plain  as  the  language  of  the  ConstHntka 
appeared  to  him  to  be,  which  conferred  the  pow- 
er, the  constitutionality  of  that  exercise  oTiIm 
power,  was  questidned  at  the  time.  It  was  made 
a  party  question  of— one  party  eontendins  for  Ike 
power  as  exercised,  and  the  other  .contendfa^ 
that  Congress  could  not  require  the  electkmi  to 
be  held  in  the  States  by  districts  without  them- 
selves marking  out  the  districts.  The  majori^ 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress  thought  otherwlm, 
and  the  law  was  parsed  as  it  now  stands  on  At 
Sutute  books.  Party  spirit  ran  high  ;  and  for  a 
time  the  defeated  party  manifested  a  spirit  of  de- 
termined resistance  to  the  law.  But  as  boob  to 
the  passions  and  excitement  of  the  hour  had  ni^ 
sided  and  reason  resumed  her  throne  in  tha  bob- 
lie  mind,  the  law  was  carried  into  eAct  in  eraiy 
part  of  the  Union  ;  there  was  a  aeneral  acqiihl- 
ence  under  its  provisions,  and  the  marnban  of 
Congress  are  now  every  where  elected  by  aii|ris 
districts.  This  had  occasioned  ihe  neceal^ftr 
re-arranginiC  the  Corijrressional  districts  in  Blary- 
land,  and  the  consequent  division  of  soma  of  the 
counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimoiv,  and  tha  al- 
taohment  of  parts  of  each  to  different  diitricti 
for  the  election  of  Con^ssmen.  Up  to  tiiil 
time  the  requirement  of  a  certain  lengm  of  pie- 
vious  residence  within  the  district  as  a  qual£a- 
tion  of  the  voter,  was  not  so  necessair,  baeaiMt 
the  county  and  city  limits  had  been  alwaji  It- 
spected,  and  the  qualification  of  six  monthe  pft* 
vious  residence  within  the  county  or  city  was 
considered  sufficient ;  but  since  this  new  dirlAn, 
the  former  reouirement  of  six  mootha  NiUaaoi 
has  been  found  not  to  answer  the  purpoaa  ilwkn 
ed  by  it  in  the  district^to  fbrm  which,  coUnuai 
and  the  city  are  divkled.  And  more  than  that,  it 
doee  not  operate  equally  and  alika  apoD  all  the 
eitisens  of  the  State.  In  this  way,  arwr  aan 
having  the  other  iqualifications,  is  entitledL  llBdar 
the  law,  to  vote  at  all  elections  in  the  ooontarar 
city  where  he  has  resided  for  tke  last  pnceaay 


•ix  taoUlu.  DifinDt  parts  of  the  cit;  of  Sstii- 
mote  tarn  taamom  out  Mlin  Concreuional  Aa- 
tnct,iBd  th*  otbtr  t  portion  of  wotber  Cobbtb>- 
mobaI  &tiie(.  A  eitnw  of  ihat  ciQ.  tbM.  (nc 
tatAimaUkmut  ruidMcstMiUBrtqairsd,  ' 
palHg  tan  dfaiiki  la  dUlrkt  within  the 


rXt 


'dWitst  in  Which'' 


Moiura  th«  ri(ht  of  nrtfot 
ich  IH  hai  not  befuB  lejIdeJ, 


nto  fiMi  thoM  with  whoa  he  h**  bcfon  tMii 
Igp  |ilMii^  over  th«  fiie  kutanling  (lie  two 
Irkli  Qoly  •  f»w  bouitbefbrs  Uw  ekulion;  «1 
aMtberdUcuaf  IheSUte,  cqutllj'  entillcd   lo 
tha  i^t  of  Mdbis*,  but  u  inhibiuni  of  uother 
conatf  1  asoDot  codm  iuto  ilia  ume  district  xaA 
HBOira  Iha  right  of  voting  wilhout  ■  prcTiou^ 
inifcnni  tt  aix  mnlh*.    Thii  ii  unjuit    Bol 
'*,  lb*  facility  it  giToii  to  the 
■  frauehlis, 

niaag  man  "—which  fa^litf ,  it  u  iiid,  i«  tx- 
IIMlrijy  «iuMof-    And  it  ■■  this  peat  evil  we 

Ctfaf  uamdaHit.     It  b  not  perfect  I  know, 


ma  IM  fRTlMH  TOtM  o 

BoerobUB-  Itwillanawer  toiome  dearee, 
otftet  of  itqnkliv  th«  lix  tnonthii  pn*k»u 
4MMwfdilalheconMlBi,whieh  I  tike  it  mimt 
■  ia  part,  at  leatti  to  ann  the  resident 
with  the  naaoit  of  prolectine  then- 
'*'"  perpttratlDii  of  auuh  fiaudii  npon 
rtrfpollr     ■       ■  " 


olltical  nchlii.  By  a 
I  anoDK  Um  paopla  enti(Iei)  to  vote 
the  panon  cl«iinin|  that  right  be- 
.  and  hik  right  or  Uia  alMence  of  it,  u 
atfnathf  IhoH  diipa^  to cuard  the  pu- 
ll^ eflUafiaDchiie,  and  Joes  not,  lhcrelbre.de- 
iMaulaHvaly  opon  ktatamenls  or  proof  de- 
ihtlftan  tha  claimem  hlnMelf. 


.  .    ,  operationii  of  the  prawn.  __,_ 

IM.  ■  i^pnk  tha  citisemi  of  other  counlies,  nor 
h  iM  waaiw  of  aelffrolBclion  it  affords  to  the 
nriiNl  Tolan  of  the  diitrict  psrfBcti  bnt  it  in 
'  belli"  llian  nothing,  and 


■  aaciea . 

(Mad,  be  wDoId  bare  Mid  much _,. 

MiU*  ftlt  he  wai  pbjvieanf  unable. 

If r.  FuiiTiuM  slaieif  thii  it  had  betn  beU  bj 


In  Baltimore,  that  no  m 


nhipa  waid  tinleH  hs  goes  to  le side,  pre* ions- 
V,  la  tha  ward,  with  a  hma  jUc  mtenllon  to  re- 


itMioa! 
■Tfaj 


For  liDw   knig  before  llw 


__b  faciiraui.    He  iv 
Aadajbefoie. 

lfc/C>a>MK, 
kl-AtMMjUtri 


Mr.  PaaBTwur.  Conld  any  reuonaUe  man 
«HNUir  that  ai  a  htxM  JUt  intention  to  mide 
tell 

Hi.  Miaaica.  Yea,  the  roter  mutt  bave  a 
baa  jUi  ulmiioB  to  icatia  one  daj. 


Mr.  OtEVCca  Mid  he  had  *ttj  btitdr,  oa  jea* 
Icrday,  «spre><ed  In)  opfoaitioa  to  tha  amMd- 
ment'  nnrfer  roniideralion-  Me  did  *o,  at  tha 
tine,  in  e(in>n|ueitee  of  mambara  bafbif  iHpM- 
«d  to  those  whoToled  aeamtt  It, an  inMi|Mailla« 
to  preserve  ihe  purity  of  the  ballot  bca.  " 
had^  at  1  \Try  early  period,  offered  iMolut' 
to  this  ConveiiliaTi,  whicli  affcnlai  indiapat 
erldcnce  uf  hij  feelmm  o<i   Ihat  aobjaot. 


mentii.  which  he  read,  ai  follows: 

"  Iniert  aller  the  xcond  taction,  the  lbllaw> 
ing  additional  Mcliont ; 

"  Sec.  3.  That  erer;  parson    who  shall  be 

aleclcd  to  any  office  whatever,  at  any  election 

to  take  place   in  (bis  Slate  herealter,  or  who 

■hill  Ih  appoiiilad  to  any  oSca  whataier  In  uid 

State  hereaflar,  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the 

duties  of  the  oJEce  to  which  he  maybe  elected 

sptuinled,  first  take  aud  subscribe  the  follow- 

( oath  ( i[  iiat  coiucietitiousTy  scrupulous,  and 

■ueh  cake,  uffirmution)  before  yime  one  of  tha 

Judges  ol  (he  Cuuit  ul  Appeali  of  this  Stale : 

do  kolemalj  swear,  that  t  beta  not 
at  any  election  held  in  tliij  State  tinea  IheraliA- 
catiOTi  of  the  new  Cunstilution  of  this  Slalo,  or 
in  any  niaunar  violated  Ihe  provisions  of  the  ea- 
cond  secliou  of  the  new  CoMtitutioo  ralalii^  to 
bribery,  and  Ihat  I  have  nut  pmcuiedor  ioducad, 
by  any  rncaoi.  any  individual  or  individuato  to 
ole  *1  any  siiuli  election  in  vioUtion  of  the  pro- 
isioiis  contained  in  the  first  i.ecliod  of  laid  Cou- 
Blilulioii  rrlaling  lu  tbc  ago  and  tetiilsnce  of  vo- 
ters." 

And  any  person  wJio  shall  &wear  falsely  in  tha 

premise*. shall  befniiilvof  perjury,  and  on  con- 

vietion  in  dm  cnuna  or  law,  lUbjecL  lo  all  ita 

pains  and  penalties. 

Sec.  i.    Thstthc  Judge,  befurv  whum  inch 

ith  or  aDJmiation  ^hall  be  laken,  shall  causa 

...eume  tobekubicrlhed  bjlhepenon  soswear- 

ing  or  sflirming,  in  a  book  tobelty  bim  kept  fur 

luch  purpose,  a  duplicate  uf  wbicb  raid  oath  or 

iffirniation.  as  Ihe  cose  nay  be,  be  shall  trans- 

nit  lo  thn  Clerk  of  tlie  Court  of  Appeal!  of  this 

titale,  wilh  the  name  of  the  individual  who  took 

rid  subscrihed  the  tame,  designaliog  tba  oflice  to 

bich  he  h»  been  elected  or  appointed,  lo  be  by 

M  Slid  Clerk,  nhose  duty  il  hhall  be  to  do  so, 

icconled  in  a  book  to  be 'by  him  kept  lor  sueh 

purpoar,  auioog  the  records  of  the  and  Coort  of 

Appeals,  a  ceilified  copy  of  which  said  oath  or 

affirmation,  by  ihe  said  Judge  under  his  aeal,  or 

llie  said  duplicate  by  ilieaaid  Clerk  under  his 

il  of  office  shM  he  had,  laken  and  received 

la  evidence  in  any  of  Ihe  Courts  of  thii  State 

iving  criminal  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Chihbkhi  ashed  p«Tini<^tron  of  IhennUe- 

an  to  Binle  thn  fact,  that  the  comraillaa  nad  a 

— oeting  yp>terdai,  at  which  the  principlo  of  tho 

snendnMnt  nowauggeated  by  the  gantlraenfroB 

Queen  Anne's  wss  afnai  to.     He  bad  bean  oi- 

peeled  to  reduce  It  tu  forai,  and  praaeat  II  at  a 

supniemenury  raport.      it  would  be  taportad  ta 

^«. .: 1 u u 
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H6  would  only  add,  that  tlie  commiUee  were  pre- 
pared to  act  on  the  aubjeet. 

Mr.  Spbncka  expreued  hn  gratification  Uiat 
the  eoannittee  had  eome  to  vtieh  a  conclusion. 
He  had  not  seen  or  read  the  pro? itions  from  the 
committee,  and  his  course  would  not,  therefore, 
be  changed. 

He  here  r^ad  mother  of  liis  proposed  amend- 
ments, as  follows : 

Sec  6.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  shall 
aiider  no  circumatances  grant  a  nolle  prouqui  to 
any  poison,  who  may  be  prosecuted  in  due  course 
of  law  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  State,  for  any 
violation  of  the  second  Section  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, uor  shall  he  ji^rant  a  pardon  to  any  person 
who  maT  bo  convictrd  in  due  course  of  law,  as 
aforesaid,  for  any  such  violation,  unless  he  is 
Mtisfied  that  the  said  prosecution  was  malicious, 
unfounded  and  untrue. 

Theve  amendments  would  sliow  that  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  he  was  anxious  to  preserve 
Uie  purity  of  the  ballot  box,  by  preventing  bribe- 
ry or  the  colonizing  of  voters.    On  these,  and  the 
remedies  suggested  by  the  gontleman  from  Cecil 
(Mr.  McLame)  and  a  proper  tone  in  public  mor- 
als will  rest  our  secunty  against  the  corruption 
of  the  elective  franchise.    It  is  not  right  or  just 
to  attribute  them  to  the  bumble,  the  uninformed, 
the  poor.    They   originate    in    more   elevated 
•ourues  and  flow  from  a  higher  fountain — from 
those  who  occupy  seats  of  power  and  who  arc 
distinguislied  by  wealth  and  sution.     Offieial 
dignitaries  have  connived  at,  encourageil  and  of- 
ten taken  the  lead  in  them.    The  humble  instru 
nient  is  not  as  much  to  be  blameil^as  the  tempter 
who,  taking  advantage  of  his  neccwities,  reduces 
him  by  his  alluring  bribe.    Men  of  the  highest 
talent  and  education  in  the  State  are  implicated. 
It  is  well  known  that  committees  are  appointf  d 
dnd  money  raised  to  immense  amounts,  fur  the 
purpose  of  controling  the  elections,  by  buying 
and  uokmizmc  voters.    Committees  to  carry  out 
purpoeesso  discredible  are  raised.    We  must 
strike  down  this  evil,  in  order  to  arrest  the  dis- 
ease.    We  must  interpose  barriers  which  will 
prevent  our  public  men  from  engaging  in   the 
corrupting  schemes  which  are  resorted  to  at 
eleistions.    It  will  not  do  to  impose  restrictions  - 
upon  the  right  of  suffrage.    That  right  is  too  sa- ; 
end.    ]f  the  amendment  proposed  ia  adopted, 
it  will  operate  most  unjustly  and  oppressively 
upon  tlie  laboring  clasoes.    It  will  effectually 
strike  down  the  right  of  many  humble  and  hon- 
est men  every  where,  throughout  the   State, 
whilst  it  will  inflict  no  punishment  on  official 
criminals.    In  the  city  of  Baltimore  it  will  work 
particularly  bard.    Our  elections  fbr  State  pur- 
poses occur  early  in  October,  the  first  Wednes- 
day, and  we  have  heard  no  intimation  that  the 
time  will  be  changed.    Hundreds  of  the  honest 
laboring  elasaee  in  that  city,  men  who  have  not 
thesubstancetoenablethemioproeurepermaneni  ! 
residences,  rent  by  the  quarter,  which  will  expire  i 
on  the  Ihrst  day  of  Oetober.    If  you  psss  this  re*  i 
striction,  and  their  necessities,  business  or  con-  ; 
venieace  require  them  to  move  into  another  ' 
ward,  they  wUl  lose  their  votes.     Fire  days  | 
will  DOC  hw  elapsed  from  the  tenDination  ofV 


their  quarter  to  the  day  of  election.  It  wna  not 
just  to  deprive  this  class  of  citiiens  of  their  ri|^t» 
by  imposing  such  restrictions.  It  was  not  prop- 
er to  deprive  an  honest  man  of  his  rights  or  luf- 
frage,  Mcause  anoUier  abuses  it.  There  is  no 
reason  why  a  just  and  honest  man  should  not 
vote,  because  dishonest  men  abuse  the  same  high ' 
privilege.  And  yet,  this  is  the  excuse  given 
for  such  a  measure,  by  the  gentleman  irom  Kcot, 
and  others.  The  morals  of  such  a  sentiment 
cannot  i>e  appreciated.  They  rest  upon  no  au- 
thority derived  from  any  school  in  ethics. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  object  was  to  prevent 
the  colonizing  of  voters.  It  would  have  no  such 
effect.  Colonizing  would  be  conducted  on  a 
more  extensive  and  demoralizing  scale.  It  is 
no  new  thine  in  Maryland.  Many  vears  ago, 
under  the  old  divisions  of  party,  as  he  had  undei^. 
stood,  and  the  gentleman  trom  Kent,(Mr.  Chan- 
BKRi,)  he  supposed,  knew  of  the  fact,  voters 
were  colonized  in  Kent  for  six  months,  previous 
to  an  election. 

Mr.  CHAMBEas,  interposing,  observed  tlie  gen- 
tleman then  resided  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Spkncbr.  Yes^hc  was  (hen  a  boy, 
but  the  gentleman  was  a  leader  of  the  party 
which  was  reported  to  be  engaged  in  the  matter. 
It  was  said  that  a  factory  was  established  in 
Chestertown  for  the  purpose  of  nutn%^k€iMtiKg 
voters. 

Mr.  CiiAMB£iis  in  explanation  said  a  factory 
was  established  by  a  company,  and  he  was  a 
stockholder  in  it,  but  it  had  no  relatiod  to  the 
elections,  as  the  gentleman  supposed. 

Mr.  Sprncer  was  about  to  reply,  when  Mr. 
BRBKr  of  Baltimore,  called  the  gentleman  to  or- 
der, they  being  engaged  in  a  colloquem,  whieb 
was  irregular. 

Mr.  Spekcer  resumed  and  went  on  to  say,  that 
we  could  gain  nothing  by  adopting  the  five  days 
system.  The  only  effect  would  be  that  volefs 
would  be  colonized  for  five  days,  instead  of  siz 
inontlis ',  and  during  those  five  davs  the  grossest 
corruption  will  be  practised,  and  the  largest  purse 
will  win  the  victory.  We  nave  had  in  this  State 
proof  in  abundance  of  the  power  of  money  to 
corrupt  and  destroy ;  and  if  we  adopt  this  restrio- 
tioo,  we  must  expect  to  nee  a  flood  of  corruptkNi 
inundating  the  State.  You  can  never  expect  to 
see  the  oallot-box  purified,  until  the  noney 
temptation  can  be  chocked.  It  can  never  be  eflee- 
ted  by  bearing  down  upon  the  poor  and  huable 
man,  whose  poverty  lays  him  open  to  temptation. 
I^et  the  humble  be  uninterrupted  in  their  enjoy- 
ment of  the  right  of  suffrage ;  andadontthe  prin- 
ciple that  no  man  shall  be  allowed  to  noM  oiice, 
until  he  shall  have  purified  himself,  on  oath,  from 
all  suspicion  of  having  been  guilty  of  bribery  or 
corruptk>n.  Some  gentlemen  admit  that  wf 
had  contributed  to  election  expenses.  Would 
these  gentlemen,  if  elected  to  high  oflice,  pot 
their  hands  to  the  book.  He  believed  there  wns 
no  man  here,  who  would  perpetrate  so  palpaUs 
an  outrage  on  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  Can* 
didates  for  office  would  not,  could  not,  diraetly 
or  indinsctly,  engage  in  frauds  and  corruptmu. 
They  would  not  give  money  to  buy  or  cokmias 
voters.    I^Qjr  could  their  fhendd  do  &o  for  then. 
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It  wouM  be  impoMible  fur  it  to  Ih>  dnnci  without'  wm  rcstnctcd  in  tlie  early  period  of  the  Govern- 
the  knowledge  of  thr  a^ipimnts  lor  office.  And  ment.  And  if  it  uhould  be  the  desire  of  the  peo- 
if  it  could,  by  |m«Hibilitv,  he  done  with-  pie  to  reatiict  it  now,  they  havea  risbt.  But  is 
Gilt  Mich  knowledge,  it  would  m^rvKsarily  bring  it  expedient?  He  held  it  to  be  inexpedient,  and 
tiie  pcmon  ao  elected,  into  suitpicion  and  di«re-  impolitic.  He  held  that  every  man  should  have 
piite.  But,  besides  tliiif,  earti  and  every  man  in  a  rif^ht  to  vote.  Thin  was  the  poiition  on  which 
the  eonnunity  will  know,  that  though  he  may  -  he  stood.  He  would  never  consent  to  trench  on 
not  for  the  time  be  a  candidate,  yet  the  time  may  the  right  of  suffrage.  He  would  vote  against 
come,  when  he  may  desire  to  hold  an  office,  all  restrictionM,  except  those  which  are  already 
by  eleetion  or  otherwise.  Tlic  oath  of  oual-  in  the  Constitution.  He,  as  he  had  heretofore 
itication  will  forever  »tan*  him  in  the  race,  haid,  had  seen  ^eat  injustice  practised  under  the 
He  will  ever  remember  that  any  viuhition  of  restrictions  as  they  now  eiisted.  An  election 
the  law,  in  auy  form,  or  by  any  means,  either  in  .  rarely  occurred,  at  which  legal  voters  were  not 


.ingor  colonizing  voters,  will  operate  a  perpe- I  rejected,  by  the  judges  of  elections,  urged 
tual  bar  to  his  mirceifs.  To  cover  it,  he  will  hare  i  by  men  who  stood  at  their  backs,  and  who 
to  perjure  himself,  with  all  its  ctmsequences  of  j  knew  better.  Who  know,  at  the  time,  they 
expeaure,  and  with  all  its  pa  inland  penalties,  in- '  were  doing  an  act  of  injustice.  Volen  were 
flirted  by  God  and  man.  H«)  would  enter  upon '  often  rejected,  for  partisan  purposes,  as  well  on 
hie  ofltoe  wiUi  a  violated  and  wounded  conMicnce  |  the  ground  of  residence  as  age,  whose  right  te 
and  with  the  karrassiog  torrof  of  expected  ex- !  vote  was  beyond  question.  Other  restrictions 
posoie.  I  will  inflict  greater  evils. 

Ef«y  argiuiwui  which  had  been  advanced  in  |     Mr.  Datu  said  that  after  tlie  able  and  elo- 

fkvor  of  restriction,  Iwd  been  answered  already  ?.  quent  speeches  which  had  been  made,  he  only 

He  wfancd  to  the  fact  of  the  obtaining  of  the  rose  to  sUte  a  fact.    It  is  well  known  that  tlie 

nfjtX  to  vote  at  Baltimore,  by  nleoping  there  one '  irrcat    (|uection    of    Reform    had  its  origm  in 

BKbt,  and  was  about  to  remark  on  it,  whtiii  ^  Frederick  county;  that  not  being  able  to  obtain 

Mr.  McAaiCK  interpoeed  a  remark.    While  a  ^  convention  to  rerisc  the  Constitution,  that 

man  moving  from  one  ward  tu  aiiotlier,  may  re-  •  county  set  about  the  work  in  her  own  limits 

quire  the  right  to  vote  in  six  houm.  you  and  1 1  tiirough  the  legislation  of  the  State.    In  doing 

could  not  obtain  it  without  a  rcKidence  of  six  j  ><>«  ^^^  ^^^  <^n  example  worthy  of  the  imitation 

nMmtha.  i  of  this  Convention.    In  183B,  she  petitioned  the 

Mr.  PaKSfeTMAN.    Should  it  so  liappcn  that  a  Legislature  tor  a  change  in  the  mode  of  electing 

difierent  arrangement  of  the  districts  was  to  be  ^^  members  of  the  Levy  Court,  from  the  Gov- 

loade,  liie  aame  evil  would  occur.    What  difler-  j  cmor  to  an  election  by  the  people.    The  county 

eace  did  it  make  in  the  right  to  vote,  whether  a  j  was  divided  into  three  I>}vy  Court  districts,  and, 

man  lived  on  one  side  the  street  or  the  other?  | »  ^  qualification  for  voters  to  vote  for  members 

Boidei,  the  gnitlemcn,  if  ho  lost  his  vote,  would  >  o^  the  Levy  Cnurt,  it  was  provided  by  chapter 

do  so  volontariiy,  by  leaving  his  county,  wliere  '  '^It  section  III,  "tliat  the  voters  in  each  Levy 

iie  had  a  right  to  vote.  Court  district  in  said  county,  who  shall  be  quali- 

Mr.  SruiCEa.    The  gentlemsu  from  Balli- ■  fj^  ^  !°^  for  delegaten  to  the  General  Ahsem. 

men,  had  given  the  true  construcUon  of  the  J^^' «??  shall  have  resided  rtr  months  in  said 

Uw.     The   residence    in   the     ward    or    d|,.   Ley  C^rt  district  in  which  they  shall  offer  to 

t^ie^  must  be  real  and  net  fictitious.     Sleep- '  '^^••"*'*!i^J!  entitled  to  vote  for  as  many  per- 

lag  would  not  affoni    evidence    of  the   fa^. :  wns  in  said  district  as  Justices  of  the  Levy  Court 

It  depended    on    a   ftona  >W«    intention.    His  =  V?  ?*.'**.  f,^"*^  "  hereinbefore  assigned  to  such 

eiporition    was   rcceiTed   with   a    smile.      He ,  "*^™^--  *    4U    .  •    r  .u    « 

pel  il  to  the  gentieman  from  Kent,  whobe  smile  I  r^7  "/e«nce  to  the  journal  of  the  House  of 

ha  hid  noticed,  to  say  whether,  if  as  a  judge,  a  '^^NP^V'?  ""j^iS^  '^'*'°'  1°  ^^'iJ^^^^V^"  h«>- 

ue  before  him.  the  evidence  of  wlich  2*^'*  ^"®'^'  ^**'-  Bi'KR.lbcn  before  him,  and 

that  the  party  liad  sworn.  Uiat  he  went !  ?^''  ^^^^l'  H?'^  '  member  of  this  Convention 


ftma/ds  to  resid^  in  a  ward,  or  district,  when '  J~™  Washington  county,  were  then  Delegates 
the  evidence  proved,  that  he  only  »lept  a  uightl  £''*i*^*"*'*^*°""^y  V°  **l?„^t?!"*  ^"^".^^^ 
ind  left  it,  tihe  next  day.  he  would   not  inffict  ^S*  ^f  ""\ ^T"*^^^  *w°  ^'"  ^'^^  Ttf^xitA  to; 
puushnent  on  him  7  ^°**  although  he  had  been  unable  to  trace  the 

M    ^  ir       -  •  .  1   I.-        'vote  upon  that  bill,  he  found  that  Mr.  BisfcR 

Jfu^V™;  ./    I  juiv  convicted  him.  I   had  int>oduced  another  bill  to  abolish  the  Com- 
«WU  Md  bim  to  the  Feniieiitiary.  .  mig^ioners  of  Tax  and  refer  their  duties  to  this 

3Ir.  firurcxa.    And  would  not  any  intelligent .  ^ame  Levy  Court,  with  the  restricUon  of  the  six 


jineenvietl 
Mr.  CHAMBEas.    They  ouglit  to  do  su. 

Mr.  BrKBTCBA.  The  gcntleiiuin  from  Kent  had 
innraied.  If  a  man  swears  he  went  with  a 
ftsaejUi  intention  to  mride,  and  then  went  away 
tbe  next  day,  lie  would  be  guilty  of  perjury. 
.\Bd  bow  shall  we  be  benefited  by  substituting 
five  ndrte  fisr  one  night  If  lie  would  perjure 
hflBsanin  one  case,  he  would  in  anotlior. 

He  went  on  to  state  that  tlie  right  of  suffrage 


months  residence  as  provided  for  in  the  said  bill. 
The  people  in  Frederick  appeared  to  be  so  much 
in  love  with  this  system,  tnat  upon  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  number  of  Levy  Court  districts  in 
1844,  fhim  three  to  five,  it  was  provided  by 
chapter  one  hundred  and  ninety-two,  section 
five,  **that  every  voter  in  each  of  the  Levy  Court 
districts  as  described  iu  the  the  third  section  of 
the  act,  who  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  Dele- 
gates to  the  General  Assembly,and  whoshall  have 


niided  at  lout  lis  uoBlhi  next  preMdtnc  tlw  i  at  the'iane  eleetion.  He  pr«ferre<!  dial  •vtry 
election  ia  the  Lbt*  Couit  dutriet  in  wbich  h*  ondidale  >hould  teprcHint  numben  raiher  thin 
laajr  offer  to  vote,  (ball  in  luch  Lev;  Court  dii-  i  tenilor*.  Uiliimore  eily  rormed  tiro  Conno- 
ttiet,  be  entitlad  ia  *ote,"  &r  I  aiooil  iistticiii,  and  a  Toter  eoald  remoTe  (roni 

Aodan  reference  to  tbe  journal  of  the  Houie,  '  one  district  lo  tbe  other,  and  (Oie  in  Ui  aew 
he  found  in  addition  to  tba  fenttemen  alread;  rMideiice  without  the  limitalion  of  lis  naBthi 
named,  that  Mr.  BawiKof  Prinoe  Georpe,  wu  reiidence,  whicli  ii  requited  in  remoTaUfronOM 
then  a  member,  and  it  no  wbeie  appeared  Ibil  Coiifmsional  distriri  coosiiding  of  countiei,  lo 
he  had  raiwd  bi«  Toice  igaTniit  tbe  opptCBiion,  auolW  consisting  ofcountin.  So  tbe  couptj, 
wrong,  and  initutice  done  to  the  people  of  Fnd-  of  Anne  Arundcf  i>  divided  into  two  Coneiw- 
erick  Muntj  by  thia  reatriclion  which  bs  now  lional  diitricls,  and  a  voter  could  remova  Iron 
tbou^l  would  be  the  retull  of  the  smalleit  re-  Anne  Arundel  proper,  into  Howard  diitriot  oT 
alrietUD  impoaed.  the  count]',  and  vole  lliere  without  preTlout  la- 

Hr.  BowiK  jolarpoked.    It  wai  for  Frederick  tidenee. 
■«unt7  ™>r-  , ,  Mr.  DoniiKT  i^ntd  it  hud  alwaji  breo  baM  that 

Hi.  DtTit  preiumcd  his  frieud  would  aa  Mon   voters  >o  removing  could  not  vote  immadiatalv, 
raiie  hie  voice  asvinit  oppreuion  in  Frederick   ,nj  ti,„  had  been  aiwaji  excluded. 
coaatr,  aiin  PriDoeGearge'ieounlT.     He  com- i      ,,.  n  ,—.„;._  .,;a  h.  ^»..m  »*   — 

memM  thi«  wheleMme  e^mple  ofW  REfcrm-  .  ^^'l^""!* 'TJTh/ul^r™  S  ia  ^L^ 
7i^.  STut  ""■'  "  ^'  """  ■'^""'"   ^r.e'SS  HoTar''idt'trrt?ro°m'  IftTna-K 

"^Mr!  g^f^-id  Governor  Ga.,e»  bad  jt»t   i'lrl'  "^  'ii^L'trrS^.U^'^; 

t. ., ._■  f. 1  .vz. ,,.. ii Neither  the  Constitution  nor  the  eMeliMi  mwe, 

been  elected  Goreroor,  and  this  was  Ibo  action    _„  .,  ■_,./,  .„_i,  ,,.i„,i._      ir«,.  mAmj  ••■-  - 

1, „  .iii.i.j     -.iT.i..— . 1  ~- ..r  .1     out    the    principle  whereon  the  aistuclioa  u 

nave  vacillated  with  tlio  returniug  aeaaon  oi  al-  i  -      ,      j,'^,  .,  <_    ,, ,  _,  n.i,:_ >   .    •— 

__, .      .„j   ,,i i  ;? ,1 I .found.    But  ila  rtuiaenl  ol  Baltimore  n  ta  nr- 

moaievarTjrcar.    And  althoui-n  it  may  then  nave  i  ,     , .     .  .        , ,     .        , _iij. 

(»■  .  lAi  mtu.n,  lb. KmooiU  .Inc.  Ind  ,  '"'•;"  "l"  J ""••:'"■;'",'■  ^.'^SSS ^ 

...  a  £c.t.ii.G,  nu  ii  ..<  .im  10  b.  round  ■"«'""  °' " ,  "°3  '..S" ,     '  Mhl,  i^rSf 

.K.  Hi  .  .    o     1  I  from  one  Bl»elicin  flistrict  to  anotner,  it  »  oia- 

U    B,  TJr  ~ r™  Mo.i™™     I~n«M..n.iil  "'  l«.l  "lor,  for  no  olbor  in. 

7   ,        ll    ,E     w  h     ¥.  , J  '    S  EZr   ••!  '" MlooiiUioo  of  .01...  from   dliUkl  to 

coanty.    He  Ihanked  hi m  for  (he  compliment,    .."■'.    '  .  . ,    «.,    i a: 

which  he  pniparl,  appreciated.  He  wVs  »orr,  ''^"'^ST  7^.  ^  "'^■. *?*  "'"^°"  P"T»~ 
it  was  not  KloSgtomerj.  Ho  had  himself  inlr<i  |  ""?■  W*"*  "Bhl  have  w.  lo  do  th«  ? 
duced  a  bill  in  tho  House  of  DeieKates  to  make  i  Ho  then  refcricd  to  the  roving  character  of  a 
the  election  by  generjl  Uckeu  ft  was  reiccled  |  portion  of  Iba  population  of  Baliimoia,  lirintbr 
in  the  Hou*e.  In  183B,  when  the  gentleman  ,  dailv  labor,  where  Ihey  could  obtain  it,  ftem 
from  ftneen  Ann's  was  Governor,  bu  was  not  in  ,  *>"''  f  oinl  to  the  Western  limitii  of  tlw  dty, 
the  House.  A  gentlBman  from  Washington  !  working  and  living  in  one  wirf  lo-daj,  end  an- 
counlT  inlroduced  a  bill,  the  effect  of  which  other  to-morrow.  They  are  citiiens  of  Batll- 
would  have  been  lo  strangle  the  strength  of  the  more,  and  if  limy  come  to  vote  in  the  wald  ia 
county.  ThevacillitiouofFrederickwiuincoD-l  "hieh  they  are  employed,  it  would  bo  gnM  ia- 
seausnce  of  the  policy  adopted  bj  the  Whigs.      '  justice  lo  diifranehue  Ihem. 

Loud  cries  for  tho  "question." 

Mr.  JxHivaa  (to  whom  the  floor  had  been 
awarded,)  said  that  he  bad  uol  risen  lo  make  a 
■peech,  but  to  give  notice  of  his  inlcntion  to  ef- 
fect the  very  object  which  geallemen  wlio  called 
for  tlie  "question"  were  so  uiixiouj  to  attain. 
He  notified  the  Convention  thai  lio  should  lu- 
morrow  morniug  move  a  resaluliou,  providing 
thai  the  volabe  taken  on  the  amendments  to  this 
arlhile  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  Bhkht,  of  Ballimoro  city,  mado  a 
brief  explanation.  It  had  been  said  thalbubad 
jiistiAad  what  is  called  the  colonization  of  voters. 
He  had  iioL  done  so.  He  had  said  that  in  genenil 
elections,  the  voter  might  caithia  vote  wliemver 
he  choee,  in  tho  election  district,  no  that  he  give 
but  one  vote,  as  the  result  would  lie  Ific  lamo. 
He  thought  in  the  election  of  County  Commi^- 
sionen,  the  general  ticket  system  the  fairest, 
and  tbeiefore  the  6eaa  ^dt  removal  of  voter* 
from  one  alaetkm  diitriol.to  another,  ahould  be  ud- 
lestricteil,  except  tbattMy  ibotlU  only  vole  onae 


He  then  replied  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  iba 
gentleman  from  Kent.  (Mr.  Chihbeu)  ts  la 
the  effect  on  parly  candidates,  which  Dii^t  ba 
produced  by  vuten  chan^ng  tlieir  Cntiji j  ewiolial 
lii^rict,  atid  voting  wilhoul  the  requirad  lad- 
dence,  a  gruunil  on  which  the  nclionoflhiiOga- 
Tciilion  ought  nut  to  be  bawd.  But  even  idflol' 
ingtiiif  view.no  liarmcould result fromc4>talBll( 
a  full  exprestion  of  puHlii:  opinion  among  tlie 
legal  Toters.  The  frentleman  from  Kent  leM 
that  this  restriction,  at,  lo  residence  in  ward*  aid 
districts,  was  not  in  tho  old  Canstituliaa,  baoevM 
colonization  wat  then  iiokoown.  Mr.  B.  aatd  ha 
WW  nut  old  enough  to  speak  of  thane  linMa,  bit 
he  had  heard  old  mcu  say  thai  party  spirit  was 
fiercer  then  than  now,  and  thiuda  were  averj 
where  practiied. 

If  the  argument  uf  tlio  gentleman  fran  Kaal 

was   good,    what    i     '      ' '    " — '--^— 

county, 
ilatodl 


ilcgaiBs  (Mr.  Hkh) 
lioul  to  challeaca  aa 
illi^al  voter,  a  friend  whispered  ■*  lethlKaini, 


that  when  he  was  about  to  challeaca  aa 
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he  folM  the  right  ticket,^^  and  the  man  voted 
without  objectum? 

Mr.  HicBs  explained,  itating  that  it  wu  too 
lato  to  fltop  the  Toter,  when  he  was  about  to  ai- 
tempCit 

Mr.  Brbmt  expreued  hii«  gratification  that  the 
gcallman  eouhl  acquit  himMlf  from  the  impli- 
catioo  wbieh  othern  had  underslood  him  to  ad- 
mit. Bat  were  the  honest  voters  of  Dochester 
coQBty  to  be  disfranchised  because  some  of  its 
citiiflDa  wmked  at  such  frauds?  He  hoped  not, 
and  he  wopld  nerer  consent  to  such  a  principle. 

Mr.  RiCAVD  moved  ihat  the  Committee  rise. 


propriety  of  their  adoption.  Ttie  GonTiOtion 
should  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  not  eogattd  in 
the  mere  ordinary  business  of  lcgia*mtion,THit  in 
the  formation  of  an  oit;anic  law  wtiich  might  en- 
dure for  ages. 

Mr.  JaNirca.  I  modify  my  resolution  so  a^ 
to  make  it  applicable  exclusively  to  the  ,^nl  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Phslpi.  Then  I  h&ve  no  objection  to 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  DoascY  said,  he  oonfessed  he  did  not  eS' 
pect  that  any  such  proposition  as  this  would  he 
adopted,  altliough  the  i^entleman  from  Charle» 


Mr.  SrawAar,  of  Caroline,  asked  the  yeas  and   (Mr.  JcmrEa)  had  y^terdaj  intimated  his  in* 


Mr. 


Bowia 


tention  to  offer  it.    It  would  certainly  operate 


and  nays 


ria.    Does  the  gentleman  ask  the  yeas  .  unfairly  upon  those  members  of  the  body  who 
on  the  motion  that  the  Committee  i  desired  to  express  ttieir  sentiments,  but  who,  not 


possessing  the  agillW  and  actiTity  of  some  others. 

Mr.  SriwAKT.    1  will  explain  my  reasons.       |  were  not  always  able  lo  obtain  the  recognition 

The  CHAiaMAH  interpo^^ing.    In  the  opinion  of  |  of  the  Cliair.    lie  thought  it  due  to  the  veiy 

the  Chair,  a  motion  that  tlie  Committee  rise,  is  j  important  nature  of  the  subject  under  diseuuioo, 

in  the  natare  of  a  motion  to  atljourn,  and  is  not   that  the  amplest  opportunity  should  be  given  to 


therefore  debateable. 

Mr.  RicAUD.  t  hope  that  the  Committee 
wiBrw. 

TheCkiAiaMAif.  The  Chair  cannot  entertain 
anydebftle. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  refused. 


gentlemen  on  ull  sides  of  the  Convention  to  ex- 
press their  views.  Enpecially  important  was  it 
that  gentlemen  should  have  the  opportunity  to 
answer  some  of  the  new  views  ana  argument^ 
which  had  recently  been  thrown  out,  so  that  tJie 
discussion  might  not  be  confined  altogether  to 


The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- ;  one  side  of  the  question.    The  proposition  re- 
giesa,  i  minded  him  of  a  story  he  had  heard  of  a  Ger- 


And  the  Convention  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  Jan.  16.  IdSl. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GaAUFF. 

Ths  roU  having  been  called,  and  a  quorum 
bitaig  present,  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  read 
aad  approved. 


man  living  somewhere  in  the  upper  counties,  who 
offered  up  a  prayer  something  in  this  form : 

God  bless  me  and  my  wife. 

My  son  and  his  wife; 

Them  four— 

And  no  jnore!  (Laughter.) 


Mr.  JeNirxa  (Mr.  Doasav  vielding  the  floor) 
said,  he  would  further  amend  the  resolution  by 
■  confining  its  operation  to  those  gentlemen  who  ■ 
!  had  already  spoken. 

Mr.  Jnnm  offered  a  resolution,  remarking  ;     Mr.  DoasEv,  (continuing.)   Subjects  have  beeir« 
that  he  thought  its  adoption  could  not  fail  to  be  :  discussed  in  the  speeches  of  several  gentleoien. 


BOATS  OM  THK  U.KCT1VC  FaAKCHIIC. 


aHaaded  with  beneficial  resulU. 
The  resolution  was  read  as  follows 

Tliat  a'l  debate  in  committee  of  the 


,to  which  no  opportunity  for  reply  has  been  given. 
The  President  interposed,  and  indicated  hie 
judgment  that  the  amendment  last  propoeed  by 
whole  vpon  the  first  section  of  the  report  of  the  |  the  gentleman  from  Charles,  conflicted  with  one 
niBwiftBe  00  Elective  Franchise,  snail  cease  of  the  standing  niles  of  the  body,  and  it  was  not, 
Ail  day  at  one  o*clock,  and  the  committee  of    therefore,  in  order. 

Ihi  whole  shall  then  proceed  to  vote  upon  the  =     Mr.  Wrbrx  (to  Mr.  Jniipca.)    Did  the  geii- 
I  then  pending,  or  which  mav  be  of-    tleman  so  modify  his  resolution  as  to  make  it 

I  ive  minutes  may  be  allowed  to  any    applicable  to  the  first  section  only  ? 

'  to  explain  any  amendment  which  he  may  ^     Mr.  jENivaa.    I  did. 
flitr.  Mr.  WeaaH.    I  then  move  to  amend  the  reao- 

Mr.  FBblps  inquired  whether,the  terms  of  the  lution  by  restoring  it  to  iLs  original  form.  Hir 
did  not  preclude  debate  on  all  the  sec-  object  of  going  into  committee  of  the  whole  waa 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  ?  Th^  com-  |  to  take  into  consideration,  at  one  and  the  same 
M  of  the  whole  was  now  engaged  in  the  con-  j  time,  the  whole  subject  matter  of  the  report.  The 
vdnthmof  the  Jhvl  section.  The  whole  debate  I  aentlemen  who  have  taken  jmrt  in  the  dkcumion 
ftt  Mtm%  days  pMt  had  been  confined  to  that :  nave  traveled  over  the  entire  ground.  They 
SNthm;  aidu  this  order  should  be  adopted,  de- !  have  not  confined  themselves  to  any  proposed 
hHs  would  be  cut  oft  on  such  amendments  as  amendment— but  have  discussed,  generally,  and 
■Jlkthe  ofior^  to  the  other  sections.  He  had  '  freely,  the  various  abuses  and  corru^tioiM  which 
lodiMritioB  to  delay  the  action  of  the  Conven-   are  said  to  prevail  in  connection  with  the  elec- 


tfoB,  hot  he  thoi^t  that  the  greatest  latitude 
oight  to  be  eferded  for  amendments  to  the  other 
Kclioea  and  for  enforcing  by  explanation  the 


tive  franchise,   and  the  remedies  which  they 
deemed  most  appropriate  to  them. 

We  have  been  in  committee  on  this  report, 
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tioca  the  recess.  It  was  thought  that  but  Httle 
time  would  be  occupied  in  its  discussion.  Mat- 
ten  more  important  remahi  to  be  acted  upon; 
and  if  we  are  to  occupy  one,  two,  nay  three 
weelis  upon  this  report,  the  sane  delay  in  the 
consideration  of  other  things  will  talie  place;  and 
thus  a  month  may  elapse  before  we  reach  a 

?|uestion  which  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 
or  yesterday.  I  mean  the  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  representation.  1  hope  gentlemen 
may  see  the  necessity  of  bringing  this  discussion 
to  a  dose,  but  that  some  few  hours  may  be  al- 
lowed for  the  benefit  of  those  gentlemen  who 
hare  not  yet  been  heard.  After  that,  let  us  stop 
the  general  debate,  and,  fire  minutes  being  re- 
serrM  for  explanations,  all  the  time  that  ought 
now  to  be  giren  will  be  extended. 

Mr.  DoniBT  regarded  this  subject  as  one  of  the 
parest  matters  that  could  engage  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Cbnyention,  and  thought  that  an  undue 
advantage  would  be  taken  if  gentlemen  were  not 
permittM  to  reply  to  the  new  facts  and#  argu- 
ments which  had  been  brought  forward.  If  tne 
ConTention  would  exclude  the  views  of  mem- 
bers in  this  way,  and  hear  only  those  of  one  side, 
he  supposed  he  must  submit. 

Mr.  Brekt,  of  Baltimore  city.  I  have  myself 
spoken  two  or  three  times  on  this  report.  1  do 
not  desire  to  speak  again.  It  is  no  wish  of  mine 
to  prevent  gentlemen  who  have  not  spoken,  from 
addressing  the  Convention  ;  but  only  those  who 
have  already  been  heard.  1  am,  therefore,  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Charles. 

The  President  explained  that  the  Chair  had 
ruled  that  amendment  out  of  order,  and  stated 
the  reasons  for  the  decision. 

Mr.  Brknt.  Well,  sir,  1  can  only  say,  I  hope 
the  Convention  will  put  a  stop  to  this  debate.  If 
it  is  to  be  prolonged  until  all  the  new  views  and 
arguments  which  may  strike  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers, shall  be  delivered  and  answered,  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  final  action  on  the  report  will  be  post- 
poned for  an  indefinite  period  of  time. 

Mr.  RioGKM  enquired  of  the  President,  what 
was  the  state  of  the  question  r 

The  President  explained. 

Mr.  RiooELY.  It  is  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done  to  prevent  the  time  of  this  body 
being  occupied  for  an  interminable  period  by 
some  half  dozen  of  its  members,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  others.  I  am  as  ready  and  willing  to  lis- 
ten to  gentlemen  as  any  other  member  of  the 
Convention,  but  I  protest  against  its  time  being 
monopolised  by  a  few.  We  have  a  rule  extend- 
ing to  every  gentleman  the  right  to  express  his 
sentiments,  and  that  rule  is  constantly  violated 
by  members  speaking  three  or  four  times. 

Mr.  BowiR.    Enforce  your  rule,  then. 

Mr.  RiDoKLT  (apparently  not  hearing  the  in- 
terruption) proceeded  to  contest  the  sufficiency 
of  the  argument  which  had  been  urged,  that 
gentlemen  were  not  allowed  to  answer  new 
views  and  positions,  and  to  point  out  the  ever- 
lasting delav  which  muM  lake  place  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Convention,  if  this  rule  of  action  was 
to  be  adopted.  The  (Tonvention  shooM  live  op 
to  its  rule.    He  hoped  the  proposition  would  be  ' 


agreed  to.  If  it  aflectcd  any  particular  gentle- 
man injuriously,  that  was  his  misfortune ;  the 
general  result  of  the  proposition  would  be  whole- 
some and  eflective. 

Mr.  Blakiitone  (who,  under  the  invitation  of 
the  President,  has  presided  over  the  deliberationft 
of  the  committee,  whilst  the  subject  of  the  Elec- 
live  Franchise  has  been  under  consideration.) 
rose,  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  himself 
ri^t  before  the  Convention,  for  he  understood 
this  to  be  an  indictment  against  him. 

The  President  (interposing.)  The  Chair  would 
not  entertain  any  indictment  against  the  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  Blakistonf..  1  appreciate  the  courtesy 
of  the  Chair.  lam  aware  tfiat  no  idea  of  the  kind 
was  entertained,  but  I  speak  of  the  effect  of  ttie 
remarks  that  have  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Ridgelt.) 

Mr.  RiDOELY.  CerUinly,  I  had  no  intention 
to  reflect  upon  tlie  gentleman. 

Mr.  Blakixtone.  1  am  sure  of  that.  Ia|ieak 
only  of  the  effect  of  the  gentleman^s  observations. 
Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  rule  governing  debate  {in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  to  claim  that  hia  ad- 
ministration of  the  duties  of  the  Chair  had  been 
marked  by  a  strict  adherence  to  its  rec^airements 
and  if  ho  had  not  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  faithfully  and  impartially,  then,  be  aaid, 
let  the  President  of  the  Convention  note  the 
fault  and  substitute  for  ine  some  gentleman  who 
may  be  exempt  from  a  similar  fault. 

Mr.  Brown.  Wcwill  not  let  the  President 
supply  vour  place. 

Mr.  Blaki  STONE,  in  some  further  remarka,  ex- 
pressed hiH  belief  tliat  all  propositions  of  this 
kind  did  but  protract  the  action  of  the  ConTen- 
tion. Let  full  latitude  of  debate  be  aJlowed;  let 
gentlemen  be  satisfied  that  they  had  diachargrd 
their  duty  to  their  constituents  br  a  flair  and 
fhsok  expression  of  their  will,  and  they  would 
then  be  ready  to  vote.  He  desired,  himself,  to 
CI  press  his  views,  but  was  prohibited  by  the  po- 
sition which  had  been  assigned  to  him.  Hehopsd 
the  proposition  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Dorse V.  Upon  the  question  before  tlw 
committee  of  filling  tliebiank;in  the  amendneal 
with  five  days,  I  have  never  expressed  my  views 
nor  spoken  a  word. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Weber  to  strike  out  flroa  the 
resolution  the  words  "first  section  ,^Vu)  as  to  make 
it  applicable  to  the  entire  report  of  the  CoamM- 
tee. 

Mr.  Spencer  hoped  the  amendment  wouM 
not  prevail  for  this  reason,  ho  said,  aaotf 
others,  that  he  had  indicated  his  Intention  le  flf- 
fer  certain  amendments  which  would  lead  Id  de- 
bate, and  which  had  never  been  tonehed  attH 
He  was  unwilling  to  give  to  the  judges  of  eke- 
tion  the  power  to  determine  who  are  nen  tt^ff 

Mr.  Jenifer.  I  think,  perhaps,  that  ^^¥^ 
position  may  but  embarrass  the  proceedinfp  * 
the  Convention,  and  1  therefbre  withdraw  ii. 

Mr.  Weber  renewed  the  proposition,  to  tf 
to  terminate  debate  on  the  whole  report. 


Mr.  SinTa.    I  tn  wm; 


to  difirr  wilii  Die 
Mr.  WtaH)  in  ■ 
■  M  thii  MDd.  Thcra  tiu  been  a  »id«  lai- 
ituda  of  lafaaU.  -Much  poiuM  hu.bMntNitaut. 
and  I  prapoK  thai  the  antidM*  nhoiikl  go  with 
■  "^ — • —   — T«  that  the  rewliilion  balild 


TbM  PaiiiBiVT.  "nic  mollnn  to  liy  nn  Ihn  (a- 
btobDotdatwlMbla. 

Mr.  Swrn.  I  wlthdnw  the  mollnn,  to  pnable 
tha  f  **— —  fltm  Ciro1ine,(Mr.  Stkwart,}  to 
aaka  kit  iMnuki. 

Mr.  Shwut.  I  call  the  attenlion  or  genttc- 
■ttatolfcenlesbj  whirb  hb  are  auppiMpd  In 
b*  ^rented.  It  ii  known,  I  beiwire.  In  (he  Coii- 
ViMkn,  tbat  I  have  been  aa  much  in  favor  of 
■xndiliBK  iu  bmioeu  31  any  gentle  man  here, 
■M  that  I  hava  occupied  the  atlention  of  the 
CoMMiUaeand  of  the  Conrention ai  little aiaiiT 
gudutao.  I  desire  now  to  read  the  SOth,  I3rd, 
andSTth  tulea.  (Mi.  S.  read  then).)  Now,  it 
naaa  to  Me  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution 
will  bate  the  cffactor  changing  or  leumdini; 
floa  of  thaaenilea,  and  if  that  he  !ia,  thru  one 
ilaj^  notice  wUl  be  required. 

Mr.  BilWit^  of  Rallimare  city.     How  change 

Mi.  Stewakt.    BMause  it  flops  debate. 

Mr.  Baoim.    Stupendi  dahata. 

Mr.  Stewabi.    Well,  RUipeDdi  debate. 

Mr.  BaufT  luggeilad  Uiat  the  dlfficuKjr  lo 
wUeh  Ifaa  jtentlemeo  referred  could  00I}'  arise  in 
eaw  of  eolWni  balween  two  gentlemen  a!i  to 
lb*  rifbl  10  Uie  Oocr. 

IfeflnwaaT,  in  iliiMtratioii  of  liii  position, 
eoMndid  Ifaat  the  adoption  of  thi«  rule  would 
IWttoii  Ma  Irom  ezpceeiiDg  bii  viewo.  We 
■WW  (ba  aaid)  to  adopt  a  rale  to  goiern  men 
'" — xaid  WMdqm.  which  would  be  ap- 
■**■"»  let  of  school  boj*.     '  -■ 


vandabilily,  (foraxamplfl,  the  chtlr- 
■  oT  the  MBinittea  of  tho  whole,)  who  have 
Wortunily  to  expraw  their  aenti- 
inld  like  to  speak  mine.  Hut  this 
II  praeludoi  ue,  and  will  pnclude  oth- 
n  I  balMTe,  In  point  of  faet,  lliat  not  more 
thai  a  doun  memben  have  been  heard  an  liiis 
^^•Bt  of  the  alBClite  franchUe.  Yet,  fniaooth, 
lb*  balance  of  the  Convention  mni'l  bo  stopped 
rainoCpamiittpd  to  say  a  word.  The  impor- 
UHa  ef  th*  obJeciA  for  which  we  are  here,  can- 
MbaovereMinaled.  If  tlie  inport  of  Uie  com. 
■ittMontbe  aleeliTe  franchise  ii  adopled.  Uio 
MbrtwiUbelbatweshallhaveiudgeiofelertioni 
«IUa(aa  Jodgaaupontheinmnectoof  men— ws 
Ml  lava  thorn  deeidlDK  whether  a  man  ia  men- 
hMj  «tv*bla  t£  Tolirtf  or  noL  Siicb  a  proTwion 
iitobalnaorponledinlottie  orKaniu  Uw,  and 
tbat,  Mo.  without  debate. 
Mr,  CRAHnas,  of  KrnL  The  eixanillreneT- 
ned  of  any  thing  of  tlie  kiod.  II  woa  in- 1 
■xpRBlj  to  prorida  thai  the  voipi  of  no ' 


panom  ahould  be  cxcludad,  wbathM  mh  cMpw 


the  bill  are  not  under  e'oulJetation.  The  |«e- 
tlamao  must  confine  his  reinfltto  to  the  rnolu- 
lion  before  the  Convention. 

Ur.  SrawAKT.  I  hegtodiffitrwilh  the  hoaor- 
able gantlenian  from  Xanl  (Kb.  CKUiaaas.) 

Mr.  Ckamiibs.  I  do  not  mean  to  «ay  that 
that  ia  the  graniawlical  meaning.  "Pat  is  anotb- 
•r  affair.  Bui  I  say  that  the  commiltea  MTcr 
dasigncd  any  «uch  uiing  u  Ihe  Rentlenwii  indi- 

Mr.  Stewart.  .  If  Ihe  report  of  Ihe  Commil- 
lec  it  not  put  in  grammalical  lanfuage, 
and  if  lo  be  altered,  I  think  it  ihould  be  open  to 
di<iruition.  To  suiiain  my  view,  1  will  read  Uit 
•ectioQ.  (Mr.  9.  lead  the  tbird  section  of  Ihe 
report.)  I  say  thai,  i«  the  ■ection  now  raids,  it 
would  leave  it  to  the  judges  of  election,  lo  Mf 
whether  a  man  is  nm  CDinpal  mmfit,  or  not. 

If  thii  resolution  is  to  he  adopted,  I  hope  it  will 
be  made  applicable  to  the  first  Mctinn  of  Ihe 
report  only.  I  renew  the  motion  lo  lay  the  re- 
solution  on  the  table. 

And  the  qneslion  having  been  taken,  the 
Texdliition  w3i  laid  upon  Ihe  Inble. 


Mr.  1Uki>all.  According  to  Ihe  twintj- 
seicnth  rule,  it  will  be  leen  tjiai  no  Toie  of  this 
body  can  be  maeindeil  or  clinnged,  without  one 
day's  notice  pmiounly  jciTen.  I  risi  lo  give  no- 
tice, Ibil  1  shall  prupote  a  change  of  the  Mven. 
teenth  rule,  whieb  declarea  that  the  preTious 
question  thall  be  always  in  order,  if  sacooded 
by  a  majority,  &c.,  be.,  and  thai  the  main  ijiias- 
lion  shall  be  on  the  adoption  of  the  propoution 
under  considetstion,  rihI  that,  in  earn  whai* 
there  sliall  be  pending  ame adman ts,  the  que*. 
tion  ahall  be  fini  lalieo  on  such  amendments, 
in  itirir  order  and  without  further  debate  or 
amendment. 

Now,  I  understand  b;  the  constniction  given 
to  this  rule,  and  under  the  Parliamenlar^  law, 
that  tlw  eflbct  of  the  previous  question,  if  *us- 
tain«l.  is  not  only  lo  cut  off  all  debate  and 
amendments  an  the  quealioo  then  before  the 
Contention,  hut  to  cut  o&'  all  debate  and  amend, 
ments  on  the  whole  subject  matter.  (Mr.  K. 
cava  a  cas<'  in  illustralioo.)  That  is  to  say,  wo 
hara  to  vote  upon  the  whole  hiU  and  aneiHl- 
mants,  at  ono  time.  1  cuggeit  to  the  eoniideia- 
tion  of  ^'entlemrn,  that  every  desirable  objcet 
will  be  elfrcted.  by  confining  the  operation  of 
previous  queslioiis  la  the  actual  question  under 
consideration  ;  and  lo  notbsng  else.  Manv 
friends  more  experienced  than  ujwlf  in  Men 
maUrn,  have  inliinalcd  their  opinion,  thai  such 
a  rbange  would  have  a  happy  effect ;  atid  I  pro- 
paw  HO  10  amend  the  motion  u  to  give  illhtt  ope- 

The  notice  was  enlared  on  Ihe  Joumal. 

Mr.  Boi.i.RRs  guve  notice  that  he  would  to- 
morrow, move  to  amend  the  twenlj-third  role, 
bv  sirikini;  i<ut  Ihene  words,  "except  thai  part 
oflhelwenlieih  lule  which  reslricta  memborb 
from  aprakinir  uimr  than  tirica  upoa  the  \wam 


qUMtioD.  Th0  ajM  and  noei  %h%\\  be  Ukftn  io 
oommittM  of  the  whole,  in  the  same  mtmier  ae 
they  m  taken  Id  Conrention.** 

fir.  Bowie.    In  committee  of  the  whole  ? 

Mr.  SoLLcas.  In  committee  of  the  whole!  I 
do  it  from  tlie  be»t  motive.  We  know  thai 
mueh  of  the  delay  in  the  traniaction  of  buiinem 
la  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  centlemen 
apeak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MvaaicK,  the  Convention 
paned  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a 
report  from  the  clerk  of  the  levy  court  of  Cal- 
vert county,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
Convention  of  1 5th  November,  conUining  a 
ataUment  ezhibitioff  the  axgregate  valuaUon, 
rate  of  tax,  and  eaen  general  evpendlture,  Ac, 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Repraientation. 

Also,  Uid  before  said  Convention,  a  report 
from  said  clerk,  in  obedience  to  the  order  or  the 
Convention  of  the  9nd  of  December,  relative  to 
the  fees  andnerquisites  paid  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral and  his  Deputies  by  Calvert  county ; 

Which  wa^  read  and  refer^  to  the  commitp 
tee  appointed  on  the  Attorney  General  and  his 
Deputies. 

THK  SLSCTIVE  rEAMCHI^K. 

The  Convention  resolved  Itself  into  committee 
of  tlie  whole,  Mr.  Blaihtone  in  the  chair,  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  KlectiveFianohise. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Phelps, to  amend  the  amendment  oAred  by 
Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
first  section  of  the  report,  by  insertini;  after  the 
wordf  ''Howard  District,"  the  followinf : 

*'And  five  days  in  the  election  district  or  ward 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore." 

Mr.  RicAno  was  entitled  to  the  floor.  He 
saiil,  he  should  nut  have  undertaken  to  say  one 
word  on  this  question,  but  for  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances by  which  he  wae  surrounded.  As  a 
junior  member  of  the  delegation  from  the  county 
of  Kent,  he  had  found  himself  diflering  widely 
not  only  from  the  other  members  of  that  Dele- 
gation, but  from  the  uartv  with  which  he  had 
hitherto  acted,  and  wiui  which  he  hoped  itmi^t 
still  be  his  pleasure  to  be  associated.  Entertain- 
ing, however,  a  con^ientious  difference  of  opin- 
ion with  them,  he  felt  itto  be  his  duty,  candidiy 
and  plainly  to  eipress  his  sentiments. 

As  regarded  the  constitutional  power,  he 
thought  that  if  thero  was  a  question  easy  of  solu- 
tion, It  was  that  this  Convention,  called  together 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  organic  law,  had 
the  right  to  throw  around  the  elective  franchise 
such  guards  and  restraints  as  they  might  think 
best  calcuUted  to  secure  the  safety  of  that  valu- 
uhle  right  which  it  in  vol  red.  He  could  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Prince  Oeorge*s  coun- 
ty, (Mr.  Bowie,)  thatto impose  such  leatrictions, 
was  to  derrogate  from  the  rights  of  the  poople  ea 
to  herome  usurpers  of  these  rights. 

Nor  could  he  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne,  (Mr.  SrEircsR,)  that  in  this  matter 


wei«  involved  the  hnmbla  richta  of  hnmble  iik 
dividnala  only.  The  rights  of  all  were  ooneoni- 
ed.  it  was  aa  foroign  to  hb  (Mr.  R*a.)  parpoao, 
to  trample  upon  the  righu  of  the  huablo  na 
upon  thoae  of  the  BMat  axalted. 

The  language  of  the  report  of  the  eomail* 
tee  was  such  u,  in  the  opmkm  of  a  ■ajoritf  of 
the  Convention,  to  make  distinetiona  m  Id. the 
citizens  of  the  State.  It  drew  a  distinetiOB  ba- 
tween  the  HghLs  of  the  native  citizen  and  tliiaa 
of  the  foroign  citizen.  He  was  opposed  Io  all 
such  distincUons,  and  doubted  the  policy  of  Ba- 
king them.  Hie  opinion  was,  that  aAer  a  fonlpi- 
er  had  resided  amongst  us  for  five  years,  and  had 
acquired  the  civil  rights  granted  to  him  by  the 
laws  of  Congress,  the  very  acquisitioo  of  these 
rights,  entitled  him  to  his]political  rights,  if  he 
wu  ever  to  be  entitled  to  them.  His  attaeh- 
ment  to  our  instUutiom,  if  ever  that  attaehmant 
waa  to  exist  at  all,  would  by  that  time  be  such 
u  io  authorise  tlie  extension  of  political  rights 

to  him. 

Other  questions  had  been  introdaeed— ques- 
tions which,  It  eeemed  to  him,  were  not  germaiie 
to  the  subject  matter  befbre  the  commluee,  and 
which  wero  calculated  to  Inerease,  rather  than 
allay,  the  excitement  which  had  charactort- 
aed  tlie  debate.  Partv  politics  had  beeo  i»- 
trodneed?  Whv  should  this  be  so?  Gentkan 
came  into  this  body,  not  as  DeaK>erat9,  nor  as 
Whigs,  but  as  rapresentetives  of  the  peo^, 
elected  to  cany  out  their  views  in  the  fbnaatiOD 
of  such  an  oceanic  law  as  would  promote  the  beat 
intorostooftaeStete. 

Mr.  R.  then  proceeded  to  trace  the  aetioo  of 
the  8tete,  r>om  the  Constitution  of  *76,  oo  the 
subject  of  the  elective  franchise.  He  followed 
it  through  the  imposition  and  sabaeqnent  levoeap 
tioD  of  Uie  property  qualiftealioo— llhatieted  the 
operation  of  that  law— explained  the  ■odifiee- 


operation  of  that  law— explained 
tioBs  which  had  from  time  to  lime  been  m«e  i» 
the  provisions  regulating  the  elective  franehbew 
and  the  reaaona  which  had  influenced  the  ppliey. 
He  denied  that  there  was  any  authori^  in  the 
Constitution  or  the  laws,  for  the  qoalifieatian 
(sleeping  one  night)  which,  gentlemen  had  aaid 
the  judgea  of  etection  and  the  laws  prsacribad; 
eontended  that  the  only  reqniroment  was  a  kmm 
fidt  intention  on  the  part  or^the  voter  to  remove 
from  one  place  to  another;  and  nferred  to  the 
section  of  the  elections  laws  which  inflicted  petals 
and  penalties  upon  any  one  who  should  reside 
in  one  district,  and  sliould,  without  a  kewe  fik 
intention  to  romove  fraudulently  attempt  to 
vote  in  a  district  to  which  he  did  not  belonji. 

But  if  frauds  wero  practised—if  viotatiooa  of 
the  elective  franchise  took  place  bj  which  hon- 
est voters  wero  cheated  out  of  their  legiti- 
mate rights,  and  if  the  elective  flrancblae  wae  the 
mat  constitutional  basis  upon  which  rested  the 
liberties,  the  rights  and  the  interests  of  every 
man,  how  were  these  firauds  to  be  provented,  or 
these  rights  and  liberties  to  be  preserved  bv  a 
rsaidence  of  five  days  in  the  county  or  district? 
The  very  factof  prescribtaig  a  remedy  so  slight 
for  an  evil  so  serious,  was,  to  his  mind,  snffieient 
in  itself  to  induce  the  Convention  to  vote  down 
tiie  proposition.    A  man  might  have  been  a  rcsi- 


lind  term  all  ha  llhi  btmi|btba* 


■  dcTOfldB  10  lb  initttatiMM — enrj  n 


.  „ , Jjfon,Twr  (iffiecn  for  (b*  enforc«Benl  oT  Iha 

pwba|Mlii«hicbbii«p.  rJtlit.orrer  it*  Imnaniijr  rron  vioUtion.     Hn 

iriwrtallbuowaprop-  lin.upunit,  ifthaptmhthnenlwara  mide  eon- 

'  mcmunta  with  Iha  oAnec,  Ibcn  nead  b«  but 


K«p- 

MUM   upon  ths  dav  of  iT'C 
•MttOB.  or  IM  daf  before,  h«  ^ouU  >ea  fii .  one  or  two  convictiOBii  to  pat  an  end  to  nch  ol- 


c  that*  fraudi  In  ba  chcchod .' 


M  of  tbe  oounlj  in  «bicb  lie  had  i  thought  that  the  beat  protactioi 


__  -.-  .  _jd  lo  whioli  ha  had  aTcr; 
ita|  to  Uad  hiH.  b«  waa  la  be  diaftandiiMd  bc- 
CMMsbkhadintbMntrwidtntafDitbieiNo.  i, 
■anthMMHdn;  and  jalheHigblhan  leaided 
n  Ihaadjoiittas&tri  --'-'- 

lUi^jaan.  TbaoOi 

«*N  Ma*  to  wboae  hand*  nia  inlaretU,  biaiighu, 
kii  Ufc,  od  Ibtt  which  waa  dearer  to  erer; 
fi^tty  eoaalUatad  nind— hl>  reputation,  wer 
■»  b*  aatiuatod,  Md  jet  ha  wet  not  allowaal 
ntm  m  tnair  aelaetMn.  Such  were  tbe  coDa> 
JMWMe,  wbieb  would  raault  ftOB  the  pntpcaitti 
nr  ■  Imdaja  naidenea.  He  eoiild  not,  uodi 
wy  ""™^r""'i  give  it  lik  kupport 

Bat  iffnadididaital,  it  wai  mora  probable 
Ihit  Ihaj  wouM  axiit  io  tba  cit;  of  Ballinore 
ttan  In  th»  coonliei.  Ha  nade  thii  atkarlion 
aalj  hMsnia  Ihe  l«M|ar  Bad  inereaaioc  popuU- 
tlMiartkBlei^,  Badeit  aora  difieull  lor  tbe 
JrffMgfalMHoa.orllMae  penena taleraalcd  in 
tba  ataBtioa,  to  hnow  wbo  Ifae  lapl  votore  wart. 
HaraCHTtdtotbaaltagtfionaof  fratd  and  cor - 
lapOaa  wbieb  had  baan  made  aRaiiiat  tbe  cokd- 
H,  w{iU  be  in  part  Mpnaanted,  (Kent.)  anJ 
•Wtottad  bar  Amb  tbaaa  alli«Biion*.  Ha  bad 
baas  a  palHielan  for  twenty  ymrt;  jrat,  be  hail 
M*V  Idwwb  ■  caaa  ia  bia  (Muaty  where  a  auc- 
awrfilattbwplbadbBaa  uade.eilber  by  a  nu- 
1t*a  ban  eltina,  or  a  fDreicnar,  to  iotorfers  wiiti 
HaalaallTe  f^aaablaa.  la  tabard  to  eoloDin- 
flealalhat  eeua^.ha  couU  only  aay  ibat  n 
WMfbaeaaahfaulBfeolaaiution  already  ipok- 
«e^  M  bad  taken  plaoa  in  bigb  party  timas, 
tad  it  waa  tba  work  of  lb*  oU  Metal  partT  ■ 

Btf ,  tr  Ihaae  fraudi,  about  whiah,  lo  nany  eon- 
IMoaa  bad  haao  nade,  did  aztit,  Ihayweiefar 
■crainahrtoestahilbehtier  eanntiae,  ot  in 
fta  e)17  nfBaltiBeia.  In  tba  anallar  couatiea, 
■ha  pmbabOf^  of  Ibair  eiialciice  waa  not  qo 
■raat.  bacaiaa  tbe  peopte  reriding  therein,  wai« 
MMoeblMUaraoqnBiBtedwIlheacbotbar.  The 
Mm4j  piopoeed  would  fail  to  anawer  tbe  ol(jcct 
ttS  would  be  a  dead  letUr  upm  tbe  Slatuu 
Book. 

Bow.  Ibaa,  waa  the  CouTaotion  to  act  >  By 
Mwcribiug  and  Mttiiy  forth  plainly  and  erapfaai. 
Icallr,  wbaltbii  great  cowttltutlDnal  right  was, 
aid  wban  that  shall  have  been  done,  to  aullitrate 
ea  Iba  put  of  tbe  chiseni  of  tba  Slate  a  due  ap- 
pneialNU  of  Ita  value,  U  aaho  every  man  free 
lo  axaiciM  Ihia  ioetliioablo  piiTilege,  and  lo 
■aba  il  bit  inlareat  and  bii  duty  to  protect  it 
nUbefkoniMietcorniptiMi  oropenlnTailm.  If 
wa  bad  an  aalitbtoiMd  peofle— if arerj  Man  wa» 


he  had  indicated. 


Ii  perjury,  or 


lie  opinion  — it  wm  by  inilrncling  the  rikiag 
niiantlon — by  raulMpljlas  aobool-boiuaa,  and 
tliiii  anaurin;  a  MNind.  healthy,  moral  eoedillon 
of  the  public  mind.  For  wbarevar  there  wai  an 
rnli(hlencd  public  opInloD,  the  righta  of  every 
nun  would  De  guarjad  and  nipected,  joal  ai 
wberevcr  Ibare  wei  an  tgnoiasL  people,  there 
would  be  a  people  that  could  be  led  by  deaiin- 
Ing  men  to  the  c      -  '    ■-    "--    ■  - 

olhar  crime!). 
But  1 

frauds  by  givini  to  the  ifgitlative  branch  of  (he 
Govemmtnt,  power  to  detiie  wiyt  and  means, 
to  prsTcnt  I  hue  fraudi.  and  if  (hay  could  nnt  Lr 
prevented,  Uiey  -.bould  be  made  the  (ubjtel  of 
exemplary  poniahmcnt 
He  rafeiredlo  tbe  registry  law  which  Iiad  been 

Cwd  aome  years  ago,  and  to  ib  repeal  after  a 
if  exi'lcncB.  It  «i>  a  rniliirc.  He  wit  n 
member  of  the  Legialatute,  by  which  it  had  been 
passed  and  repealed.  The  objection  afaixtt  it 
'TIS  not  that,  if  properly  regulated,  it  would 
nt  anmer  thr  objevl  for  whicli  it  hid  been  de- 
igned, but  that  Ihe  measure  itself  waa  uncon- 
•lilulional— that  the  Constitution  itielf  deter- 
[nined  by  nhniii,  and  in  what  manner  the  elec- 
tive fra  neb  i!s  tlioiild  beeiercised.and  that  ibe 
L«(uliturc  in  underlaliii'^  roimpDE«  re»trirtio<  < 
iinimown  to  the  Conititution,  eierci^ed  a  powci- 
not  given  to  it,  and  that,  Ihererore,  the  law  was 


Mr.  R.  aliosunesled,aii  a  mcMni  of  protecting 
thjsrbhi,  a  small  tax,  to  be  laid  hv  tbe  Legisla- 
ire,  nr  punMaef  of  cdyeaiion.  He  caied  ma 
>w  ineon  aide  cable  the  sum  might  be. 
It  had  baeo  laid,  that  |in  the  violent  combaK 
'  part}  which  mifht  occur,  not  only  this  right 
but  every  other  which  was  dear  to  u<,  might  be 
taken  away.  He  had  no  such  [ipprehemiun. 
Such  was  hii  confidence  in  the  general  patriot- 
ism and  intelligence  oflh*  people  of  Ihecounlr). 
that  lie  did  not  think  our  inslilutrom  would  ever 
be  endangered  from  thin  roiirce  ;  for  whcnnict 
■oy  party,  howeier  'trongt,  should  attempt  ti> 
trample opoD  ourCon«<ilulional  lisht-.,  it  wonM 
■oon  God  iiaelf  hooted  Liiloa  veryFinall  rnliioritv. 
The  whole  hiktory  of  the  eouniiy  had  demui'i- 
atnted  that,  however  violent  tbe  stniggl'''  "I 
party  might  be  wiih  ench  other,  the  moment  lix- 
couDtrjr  was  in  pari],  both  were  fuund  rr:iily  tu 
do  their  whole  duty  to  it  Sudi,  he  bclteverl, 
would  ever  be  the  Cite.  Tlie  itrugdeaof  parlv 
would  centiaiM  to  be,  aa  they  bad  alwaya-beeii, 


60 


violent  and  bitter ;  but  thejr  would  pa&s  away 
like  the  sunmer  clouds,  leaving  the  surrouDding 
atmoepheie  purer  and  more  tterene. 

For  these  and  similar  reasons,  he  sliould  op- 
pose this  amendment.  He  did  not  believe  it 
would  answer  the  end  for  which  it  wa^  designed, 
and  he  thoueht  its  operation  would  be  oppres- 
It  did  not  in  fact  guard  the  elective  Iran 


1  ployod,  and  th«(  il  would  require  the  Ecaipe)  of 
the  most  FkilAil  surgeon  to  eradicate  it  He 
knew  not  where  the  genllrman  from  Oecil  ob- 
tained the  information  which  he  lias  thus ^ 


flive. 


chise,  and  it  was  probable  that,  even  if  it  were 
enacted,  the  people  thcmKclves  would  trample  it 
under  foot  Jn  conclusion,  he  would  invite  gen- 
tlemen to  Eu  with  him,  first,  iu  favor  of  the  defi- 
nition of  Uie  right  in  the  Constitution,  and  then, 
in  giving  sueh  powers  to  the  J^jiriAlaturo  as 
would  bMt  accotnplisli  Uic  groat  object  which 
was  deiired  by  all. 

Mr.  SoLLsas  obtained  the  tloor  ;  but  yielded 
for  purposes  of  explanation,  tu 

Mr.  Hicks,  who  said,  heliad  rinen  to  endeav- 
or, if  be  oould,  to  make  himself  Gorrer.U)r  under- 
stood in  regard  to  certain  honest  confes&ioDs  he 
had  made  Uie  other  day,  and  which  had  been  ani- 
xnadverted  upon  by  several  gcnticmuu.  "  lion- 
est  confessions,  it  was  said,  were  rood  for  the 
tool.'*  The  gentleman  from  Cecil  nad  referred 
to  one  of  the  three  cases  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  had 
cited  on  a  former  day,  as  exemplifying  tlie  facil- 
ity with  which  frauds  upon  tlie  ballot-box  might 
beperpetratad. 

Mr.  SoLLBns  (interposing)  said  that  he  had 
yielded  only  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  make  an 
axphmatioii  and  state  a  fact. 

Mr.  Hicks  remarking  that  that  was  all  he  de- 
sired, proceeded  to  correct  a  misapprehension  as 
to  one  oC  the  cases  referred  to,  and  said  that  he 
had  brought  forward  these  cases  with  no  invidi- 
ous or  psSty  purpcwe.  He  had,  in  his  remarks 
the  other  day,  dtatinctly  disclaimed  all  sueh  mo- 
tivea,  and  he  had  endeavored  in  his  course  here, 
todemoiistrate  the  sinceritv  with  which  that  dis- 
olaimer  had  been  made.  His  own  opinion  was, 
that  there  was  not  a  county  in  the  SStatc  of  Ma- 
ryland where  these  frauds  were  not  practised  to 
a  greater  or  less  degree  ;  although  he  had  no 
doubt  that  gentlemen  were  perfectly  sincere  in 
avowing  a  disbelief  of  their  existence.  Nor 
did  he  Eimself  believe  that  they  existed  to  the 
extent  some  gentlemen  supposed.  He  thought, 
however,  that  these  matters  were  not  germane 
to  the  question.  But  the  evil  ouffht  to  be  cor- 
rected, whatever  its  extent  might  be ;  and  he 
would  go  for  any  proposition,  no  matter  from 
what  quarter  or  party  it  might  uiiianate,  which 
would  effect  that  object  At  the  same  time,  he 
would  bo  among  the  last  to  impose  anv  impro- 
per restraints  upon  the  honest  voter. 

Mr.  SoLLEKs  apologized  for  rising  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  but  he  felt  himself 
called  on  by  an  imperative  sense  of  what  was 
due  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  vindicate  her 
against  the  chaiigea  which  had  been  brought 
against  her.  Ho  was  a  Marylander,  "  native  to 
the  manor  born,'*  and  he  could  not  restrain  him- 
self when  he  heard  the  gentleman  from  Cecil  ar- 
raioi  his  native  and  much  loved  State  as  rotten 
to  the  core  from  corruption,  as  the  vktim  of  a 
foul  and  spreadiiy  cancer,  the  result  of  which, 
must  be  faUl,  unless  the  knife  be  promptly  em- 


nicated  to  this  Convention.    If  ho  meant  to  any 

I  that  he  obtained  it  from  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 

I  he'denied  that  any  facts!  had  been  presented  to 

I  justify  so  sweeping  and  susvcre  a  censure.    He 

denied  that  such  facts  existed.     He  knew  of  ■• 

'  such  frauds  as  those  which  had  been  deaoribed 

I  in  such  awful  tenns  by  the  gentleman  flrom  C^ 

I  cil.    He  demanded  the  evidence  of  their  esis- 

j  tence.    Where  was  it  to  be  found  r    Jt  was  not 

I  so.    And  it  was  a  libel  on  the  State  to  otter  sneh 

things  in  the  oar  of  this  Convention.    It  might 

j  be,  that  all  this  was  instigated  by  a  jealoiny  of 

I  Baltimore.    Rut  whether  it  was  so  or  nut,  ha 

'  would  not  let  the  char|re  pass  without  noliea; 

!  without  prompt  and  stem  denial.    It  was  not  so. 

I  And  then  the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  after  speci- 

=  fication  of  all  the  possible  evils  which  could  fall 

upon  a  country,  held  up  the  examples  of  Oreeoa 

and  Rome  and  told  us  that  as  we  are  following 

their  course  of  corruption,  we  miiat  partidlpBle 

in  their  ruin.    And  in  this  corruption,  which  is 

to  destroy  us,  tlie  gentleman  had  said  that  wa 

have  all  participated.    "  8p«aketh  the  prophet 

of  himself  or  of  some  other  man."    The  geatle- 

man  admitted  that  he  had  himself  contributed  to 

the  expenses  of  an  election.    Surely  then  be 

ought  to  have  been  the  last  to  come  out  with 

this  general  denunciation  of  tlie  State. 

He  thought  it  ill  became  the  gentleman  from 
Cecil  to  stand  up  in  this  body  and  lecture  native 
Marylanders  and  denoimce  them  for  theiio  frauds. 
What  right  had  that  gentleman  to  lay  that  wo 
are  on  the  brink  of  perdition  ?  This  he  baa  told 
us,  and  that  he  himself  aided-  to  bring  us  into 
this  condition.  It  might  be  all  true  that  leaned 
men  from  other  States  should  be  allowed  to  cone 
here  and  teach  us  our  duty.  He  couM  not  im- 
derstand  it 

He  accorded  with  the  gentleman  from  Gocil  in 
some  things  he  had  said.  When  that  gentleman 
lectured  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  he  agreed 
with  him  in  all  he  said  about  his  political  moral- 
ity. But  why  did  he  tell  us  of  the  downfal  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  and  of  the  probability  of 
their  fate  becoming  ours  7  What  remedy  has 
lieen  proposed  to  save  us  iu  tliis  dangeroua  eon- 
dition?  None.  He  foil  all  proper  respect  for  the 
gentleman  from  Cecil.  But  had  he  offered  any 
remedy  ?  He  had  told  ua  that  the  government 
was  tottering.  Where  then  was  tlie  remedy:  A 
•'masterly  inactivity."  He  has  tolkedof  coirecl- 
ing  public  opinion.  And  the  gentleman  from 
Kent,  who  had  followed  him,  proposed  to  ewe 
the  corruption  by  correcting  oublic  sentiment-* 
by  encouraging  public  schools  !  **  By  enilyht- 
en  ing  public  sentiment,'  *  said  the  gentleman  lion 
Kent  Now,  with  all  respect  for  these  gentle- 
men, and  their  abstract  ideas,  he  could  not  u- 
deritand  them. 

He  could  not  see,  by  tlio  course  of  these  gea- 
tlenien,  that  they  are  doing  much  towards  en- 
lightening the  public  sentiment  when  they  op- 
pose every  effort  tu  maintain  the  purity  en  tlia 
rigl  it  of  iuff^ge.    When  we  see  gentiomen  «et- 
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and  m  good  fsilh,  in  thib  CoBfeii* 
thi'praveiitioii  of  frauds,  io  sncli  a  line 
we  riraJI  find  a  greater  remedy  for 
evili,  than  in  all  tlie  opinionH  and 
M  UieY  may  uUrr  here.  Ha  desired 
ho  ■onority  of  the  opinions  or  the  gentleman 
iroB  KOBt  to  be  exhibited  in  hisi  acts.  Opiniont 
ridwot  acta  were,  according  to  his  view  of 
hiM,  ofliltlo  vahie. 
Wo  hafo  mbo  heard  some  Iff  mendous  denun- 
MitioBfe  ftoB  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne'ft. 
io  am  bo -very  properly  called  the  Jupiter  To- 
aai  oi  thk  C^NiTention.  Hia  bold  and  florid 
^le  of  eloquence  alwayii  attracts.  Ho  com- 
UwA  of  aggresionii  by  this  Convention  on  the 
igMof  laelwneal  Toler.  St)  dcsirout*  was  he 
9  open  the  polls  to  all,  that  ho  would  perhaps 
vcn  be  vnUinc  to  admit  women — who  are  cslled 
he  bollar  half  of  creation,  on  which  lie  shoukl 
liTo  BO  opinion — to  vote.  The  object  of  laying 
ligM  iwirictioBs  on  the  right  of  suffrage  is  to 
:ive  it  ■  bigher  character,  and  secure  its  contin- 


Ho  nfenod  to  the  admitted  fact,  that  one 
lights  aleeping  in  a  ward  uf  the  city  of  flalti- 
Bore  gaTO  a  right  to  vote  in  the  ward,  »»  as  to 
Matd  facilitiea  tor  fraud,  and  tliouglit  some  le- 
fann  WH  neeeasary  on  this  point.  Ho  remark- 
ed OB  the  reeent  change  which  had  taken  place 
ii  Ibo  eninions  of  the  gentleman  from  Prince 
Qcoifii,  (Mr.  Bow  IK,)  wIk)  had  now  become 
•  gnit  friend  of  the  people,  and  was  ready  to 

Ktfao  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise  to  all. 
gMitlnnan  bad  taken  an  entirely  new  po- 
■UoB  OB  thia  aobjeet. 

He  admitted  that  frauds  exist,  and  he  was 
villiq^  to  apply  some  remedv.  But  he  did  not 
WliavetliBt  they  existed  to  the  extent  which  had 
bKB  npnaenfeed  by  the  gentleman  from  Cecil. 
Wheraver  wo  find  their  existence,  let  us  adopt 
lbs  bart  moana  in  our  power  to  prevent  them. 
Batba  nflned  to  believe  that  the  State  was  rot- 
tai  Io  the  eote.  He  had  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
■anftQa  Oeeil  believed  that  the  condition  of 
lUa^waa  u  he  bad  represented.  But  he  had 
acted  on  erroneous  information,  and  his  remarks, 
Mthsy  woaM  go  forth  to  the  world,  wouki  be 
benhr  Mtby  the  people  of  the  8tate.  He  ad- 
■kM  tat  the  gentleman  had,  by  his  manner 
ud  hh  talents,  done  much  to  sustain  the  dignity 
sTlhiiOonTention,  but  bo  ought  not  to  have  in- 
fittsd  so  severe  a  wound  on  the  State.  These 
dsrlaimhim  of  the  existence  of  gross  frauds  were 
pMlto  aagnnted.  He  gloriod  in  being  a  na- 
tive or  MuTknd.  He  felt  for  her  the  all'ection 
ifaiaaloamother;  and  when  he  heard  these 
dBifpi  made  against  her, 

'Io  thoughts  that  breath  and  words  that  burn,^^ 

he  vidd  not  sit  silent,  but  would  rise  in  her 

Mbaoa.    Sueh  defence  would  have  come  better 

Am  loae  of  those  who  are  candidates  for  high 

ailMNi.    It  would  have  better  become  them  to 

Mnd  Che  State  over  which  they  intend  to  pre- 
aii. 

Ha  want  on  to  state  that  he  introduced  the 
nprtnr  kw,  in  December  1836.  llie  gentle- 
Aaa  6nm  Kent,  (Air.  Ricaco,;  voted  for  it 


But  times  have  changed,  and  men  hare  changed 
with  tliem.  Side  by  side,  that  gentleman  and 
kimaelf  voted  for  that  law.  The  gentleman  had 
changtf  I  his  course  and  wd>  now  opposed  to  it. 
When  hi«  friend  from  Cliarlet  >Iiuuid  bring  in  hi% 
proposition  concerning  a  reeiatry  law,  ha  would 
go  with  him.  And  ho  would  »ay  in  advance  that 
it  docs  not  restrict  any  right,  while  it  secures  the 
purity  of  the  fraiicliise.  His  friend  from  Prince 
Oeoiges  went  for  the  law. 

Mr.  Bowie.    Was  1  then : 

Mr.  SoLLxas.    You  know  very  well. 

Mr.  Bowie.    The  record  will  show. 

Mr.  SoLLxas  went  on  to  i^ay  here  was  a  re- 
markable change. 

He  proceeded  to  btate  the  importance  of 
securing  the  purity  of  the  elective  f ranch i&e. 
He  agreed  that  if  onr  inititutioiis  were  ever  to 
be  destroyed,  by  corriiplioii  extending  itself 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  it  would  result  from 
the  abuse  of  tliis  right  of  voting.  The  time  may 
eome  when  the  people  will  abandon  the  ballot- 
box  for  a  more  fearful  utruggle.  Where  then 
should  wo  find  the  gentleman  from  Prince 
Georges,  from  Cecil  and  from  Kent?  Where 
will  tJiey  bo  in  that  day  when  tlie  pillars  of  the 
temple  are  giving  way  r  Tlicy  will  not  remain 
to  fail,  like  Samson,  but  will  fly  from  the  temple 
to  &4>ck  some  f|uict  retreat. 

Mr.  Mc  Lame  said  that  aonic  of  the  remarks 
made  by  the  member  from  Calvert,  required 
to  much  of  reply  from  him,  as  would  put  him 
riebt  before  the  oommunity.  He  was  not  m  a  state 
ofhealth  to  permit  liim  to  deal  in  loud  denuncia- 
tions, and  he  was  equally  incapable  of  personali- 
ties. He  had  thought  it  tlie  best  course  to  hear 
the  member  speak  out  to  the  end,  before  he  at* 
tempted  any  reply.  The  member  from  Calvert, 
in  denouncing  as  untrue  his  statements  of  the 
prevalence  of  corruption,  Iiad,  at  Icaht,  abstained 
from  any  assault  on  his  personal  truUi  and  honor. 

Mr.  SoLLxas.    1  intended  to  do  so. 

Mr.  McIiANE  resuming,  said  he  thanked  him. 
At  his  age,  and  with  the  cliaracter  be  had  sus- 
tained tlirough  life,  it  was  not  probable  that  an 
assault  of  that  kind,  if  made,  would  have  pro- 
duced much  injury.  But  the  disavowal  of  such 
intention  did  not  excuse  the  attack.  He  knew 
the  ^ntlemtu  from  Calvert  to  be  incapable  of 
assailing  his  character  for  truth.  The  gen  tic- 
man  had  stated  that  he,  ( Mr.  McL.)  had  denoun- 
ced the  Slate  as  corrupt  to  the  core.  It  was  not 
so.  If  the  gentleman  had  listened  attentively  to 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  would  have  found, 
tjiat  he  did  not.  Quite  the  contrary  :  he  stated 
that  he  had  not  heard  of  the  corruption  till  he 
came  here,  and  that  be  did  not  believe  it.  He 
said  explicitly  that  he  did  not  believe  the  allege- 
tion.  But  he  did  proceed  to  say,  that  if  the  in- 
formation was  true,  and  if  the  evil  was  as  great 
as  had  been  represented,  then  the  remedies  pro- 
posed were  merely  homopcethic  doses.  That 
was  what  he  had  said.  He  had  said  further,  that 
we  oucht  to  look  for  the  remedy  in  the  correc- 
tion of  public  opinion,  and  that  no  man  now 
thousht  it  dishonoreble  to  contribute,  without 
enquiry,  to  the  expenses  of  an  election.  He  liad 
also  said  that  he  would  unite  to  make  it  disre* 
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putible,  hereafter,  to  eontribute  for  such  a  pur- 
poie. 

He  had  riBen  merely  to  ▼indicate  himself  from 
the  suspicion  tliat  he  could  hare  presumed  to  be- 
lieve, tnat  such  a  state  of  things  as  was  repre- 
sented to  him,  really  existed.  It  was  not  for 
him.  at  this  time,  to  bring  forward  any  proposi- 
tion on  the  subject,  until  that  now  under  con- 
sideration is  disposed  of.  He  repeated  that  he 
made  no  charf^os  against  the  State.  If  she  had 
been  libelled,  it  was  by  her  own  children. 

Mr.  SoLLias  said  it  was  not  his  wish  or  in- 
tention to  make  the  slightest  attack  on  the  per- 
sonal character  of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil. 
But  he  appealed  to  those  around  him,  whether 
the  effect  of  the  upeech  of  that  gentleman,  was 
not  to  impress  a  conTiction  on  the  public  mind, 
that  there  was  great  corruption  in  the  State.  It 
was  true  he  had  said  he  did  not  beliere  it.  But 
the  gentleman  drew  a  picture  of  existing  frauds, 
calculated  to  strike  with  dismay  every  man  in 
the  State.  If  the  ffcntlemsn  from  Cecil  did  not 
endorse  these  frauds,  why  this  lengthened  argu- 
ment, and  the  reference  to  the  fate  of  Greece  and 
Rome.  He  mast  have  supposed  there  was  some 
truth  in  them  ;  for  he  would  scarcely  have 
erected  so  magnificent  a  (*uperstructurc  from 
materials  funiished  by  fancy. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Chariest,  remarked  that  tlio 
principle  involved  in  the  question  now  before 
the  committee  was  regarded  as  one  of  very  high 
importance.  It  had  already  been  very  ably  and 
eloquently  discussed  (as  he  had  learned  upon 
his  return  to  Annapolis  yesterday,)  and  the  Mib- 
ject  was  perhaps  at  tliis  advanced  sUgo  of  the 
debate,  worn  somewhat  "thread-bare."  He  wish- 
ed, however,  to  assign  in  as  concise  a  manner  as 
posriible,  some  of  the  reasons  which  would  inHu- 
ence  his  vote,  and  asked  the  indulgence  of  tliu 
committee  to  enable  him  to  do  so. 

1'he  right  of  suffrage,  as  had  been  truly  said, 
was  a  right  dear  to  the  freeman .  It  was  a  jewel 
of  great  value,  and  the  greater  its  value  the 
more  careful  wc  should  be  in  properly  guarding 
and  protecting  it  by  wlioleaume  restrictions. 

Our  power  to  restrict  the  right,  it  seemed  to 
him  with  due  deference  to  others,  was  clear  and 
undoubted.  Ho  referred  to  the  Constitutions  of 
the  beveral  States  to  show  this  power  had  been 
exercised  and  admitted  from  the  period  of  the 
Revolution  up  to  the  present  time.  The  first  r^ 
strictions  upon  this  right  in  Maryland  were  im- 

fo^ed  under  the  Proprietary  Govcmmeut  in 
681,  (ind  the^e  were  continued  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1776.  In  180:3  the  restriction  of  property 
qualification  was  very  properly  abolished.  The 
proliihiiion  upon  the  ext-rciso  of  the  right  of 
voting  until  the  voter  shall  have  atteined  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  shall  liave  resided  1u 
the  State  twelve  months,  and  in  the  county  or 
rJty,  where  he  may  offer  to  vote,  six  months,  Is 
undoubtedly  u  restriction.  It  has  been  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  since  1810,  and  has 
htten  engraftea  already,  by  a  large  majority, 
upon  the  uiic,  which  this  Convention  has  now  in 
charge.  The  power,  therefore,  to  restrict  this 
right  of  suffrage  must  be  conceded. 
PosMSsing  then  the  power  to  restrict,  Uie 


ouestion  becomes  one  solely  of  ezpedtencjr.  lii 
tne  formation  of  an  organic  law  the  rigktioC  the 
ritizen  should  be  carefully  guarded  and  yrotectp 
ed.  To  guard  the  right  of  suflTraj^  afMBil 
Aiaud  and  protect  it  in  its  purity,  w  one  sC  Mr 
firrst  duties — for  the  channel  through  whieklhi 
sovereign  will  of  the  people  is  uttered,  ihoalAha 
pure  and  unpolluted. 

It  is  true  there  is  no  specified  period  of 
del  ice  in  an  election  district  required 
pre  Bent  Constitution  of  the  State.  A 
the.re  in  good  faith,  no  matterhow  recent, aatillM 
the  person  claiming  it  to  vote,  if  he  has  ntidad  m 
the  £ltato  and  county  or  city  for  the  length  oC 
time  designated  in  the  provision  adopted  in  18li- 
Prior  to  1841  no  reason  existed  for  tiiehanro* 
vision.  Until  1799  all  eleetioos  were  heM  aft 
the  county  towns.  The  election  district  ayilNi 
was  then  established  for  tlie  * 'bettor  oonvenhMoe 
of  the  people.^*  Still  there  was  no  diviaiM  eC 
counties  for  separato  electiom— eseept  in  one  ot 
two  instances  for  local  ofllicers — until  after  !!» 
census  of  1840— when  in  layingott*  ConginMinnal 
districte  upon  the  basis  of  reprosentmtion  in  Goth- 
gross  then  adopted,  it  became  neceaan  mk 

S roper  for  the  Legislature  of  the  Stoto  to  divide 
laltimoro  city  and  Anne  Arundel  county.  Bf 
the  division  thus  made,  parts  of  that  county  9m 
city  were  attached  to  different  coDgreaaionai  di^ 
tricts.  Here  then,  in  this  division  by  ideal  IhNi 
in  the  same  county  and  city  existe  the  tenpCattoB 
to  fraud  upon  the  Elective  Franohise  by  donUn 
voting,  and  the  system  of  "colonizing,"  of  wbidi 
so  much  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  thiidl^' 
cuasion.  In  the  progress  of  time,  as  the  hmi  tf 
representation  in  Congress  ia  again  ehanged,'dt 
visions  ot  other  counties  in  the  State  may 
beoonio  necessary  and  proper.  A  new  ' 
in  the  division  of  the  Steto  has  thuaaprung 
Different  election  districts  in  the  aai 
are  called  upon  to  vote  for  and  elect  difleHJI 
members  to  Congress — and  henco  the  inportiMe 
of  now  requiring  a  fixed  period  of  reaideneaiB 
each  particular  election  district.  The  aMMd!* 
nient  proposes  five  days  residence,  and  he  deaind 
to  see  it  adopted. 

He  proceeded  to  refer  to  tlie  remarka 
by  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne,  (Mr. 
CKa)  yesterday,  in  which  he  undentood 
intimating  that  the  restriction  propoaed  wmilih^ 
oppressive  only  to  the  man  in  poor  and  hnablft 
life. 

Mr.  SpEN'CKa  explained.     He  admitted  thil 
the  Convention  had  the  right  to  impoae 
tions,  ami  that  the  only  question  waa  one  of 
pediency.   lie  had  said  that  the  restriction 
be  particularly  hard  on  the  humble.     He 
vowed  any  intention  of  cliurgiiig  such  a  nelii* 
on  any  one. 

Mr.  HaGNT  resumed.     He  had  not  undenloal 
the  gentleman  as  denying  the  power  of  the  O^ 
vontion  to  impose  restrictions.  Heliad,!] 
misunderstood  him  in  reference  to  the 
the  proposition  under  discussion.      He  now  i 
derstands  him  as  hiiving  said  that  this 
would  operato  witli   peculiar  hardship  on  Iki 
humble.    He  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  think  ao.    hwm 
a  measure  designed  for  ^tho  wise  porpme  d 
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tbt  purity  of  the  Klectire  Franehise. 
would  be  equal  upon  mil  daises, 
enltr  with  an  impartial  tread  into 
s  well  as  the  palaee.    It  may  not  be 
nrieol;  that  no  case  of  hardship  can  occur 
UriL    Perfection  is  not  within  the  fcrasp  of 
kiBBa  aind.    Yet  its  general  benenciai  re- 
la  will  greatly  over-balance  any  temporary 
I  UMdual  burdship  it  may  occasion, 
it  proceeded  to  say,  it  had  been  iitated  that 
the  Electife  FranchiM.  in  the  way 
voting,  colonizinc;,  bribery,  and  so  on, 
in  soflBe  parts  of  the  State  to  an  alarm- 
That  frauds  existed  and  had  been 
i,  be  bad  no  doubt.     He  spoke  in  terms 
h^  fniam  of  his  own  county,  and  said  bri- 
y  ait  elections  there  was  a  thinir  unknown. 
liter  theae  frauds  existed  or  not,  was  not 
y  iBportant  to  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
B.  If  tkey  did  notnow  exitt,  they  might  hcreaf- 
~  it  was  the  duty  of  the  statesman  tu  guard 
liicm  in  either  aspect.    Whenever  any 
to  guard  the  honest  voter  in  the  exer- 
B  «f  kb  r^t  was  brought  forward,  it  should 
Ri  Mb  anpport.    He  here  referred  to  the  sup* 
mi  CMS,  nentioned  by  the  gentleman  from 
■I,  (Mr.  Ricaud)  to  shew  that  this  amendment 
pit  oporate  unjustly,  and  stated  how,  in  his 
■!■■,  the  same  state  of  things  might  occur, 
M  to  a  craater  extent,  under  the  restrictions 
mif  adopted  requiring  a  residence  of  twelve 
In  the  State  and  six  months  in  the  coun- 


object  of  the  amendment  is  to  prevent 

transfer  of  voters  from  one  district  to 

w  the  same  county  or  eity.  and  the  *'co- 

~  of  Bseo  in  a  certain  district  to  influence 
I  ooHtnil  the  election  there.  The  principal 
[Mliiw  ttiged  against  the  amendment  is,  that 
iMBonaora  imidequate  to  the  proposed  end. 
m  tine  of  reaidence  was  not  as  long  as  he  de- 
mA,  Ho  would  have  preferred  thirty,  or  even 
Ely  daya;  but  as  these  longer  periods  had  been 
liolidv  he  wu  now  willing  to  take  the  short 
IB  yiopoaed.  It  certainly  throws  some  imped- 
Mrt  hi  the  way  of  double  voting  and  **coloniz- 
I,**  ood  will  no  doubt,  in  great  measure,  act 
o  oheck  upon  both.  If  a  residence  of  five 
fa  ii  roqured,  the  difficulty  of  colonizing 
nU  boinoraased  by  that  much,  and  men  eould 
igOBtboday  of  election,  with  such  facility, 
a  Iboy  RBight  in  the  absence  of  such  a  provi- 
Ri.)  n  mm  district  to  district,  voting  in  each 
■i  netraated  the  amendment  would  be  adop- 
riLoadtbat  this  Convention  would  be  able  to 
Bbody  iothe  Constitution  such  guards  as  will 
bMally  prerent  fraudulent  voting. 
Mr.  SrswaaT,  of  Caroline,  stated  that  after 
with  great  attention  lo  the  discussion, 
into  it,  feeling  his  inability  to  throw 
jht  on  the  subject.    But  as  he  was  de- 

tbat  his  Tiews  should  be  understood,  ho 

brieiy  give  the  reasons  which  influenced 
lie  had  been  induced  to  do  this  prin- 
ipdy  btcaawa  he  had  seen  a  paper  published 
iIIm  dirtriet  he  represented,  advocating  the 
■agtatoy  Low.  He  had  thought  it  proper  through 
biOoAfontion,  to  lay  before   his  consiituenis 


his  views  on  th« « subject.  Againt  ererr  attompf 
to  impose  these  restrictions  on  the  right  of  sof- 
fHge  he  had  given  his  vote,  and  in  order  to  satis- 
fy  himself  of  tl  le  correctness  of  his  course,  he 
had  listened  to  all  that  had  been  said  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  had  no  t  heard  a  single  argument  to  lead 
liim  to  any  ehai  ige  of  his  own  convictions  on  the 
subject. 

He  referred  bi  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchester,  (Mr.  IJickx,)  relative  to  the 
individual  who  was  about  to  deposit  an  illegal 
irote,  and  the  polite  attempt  of  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchester  to  arrest  his  vote,  in  consequence 
•of  the  interference  of  a  friend  who  said  the  man 
was  going  to  vote  the  right  ticket;  and  put  it  to 
that  gentleman  whether  he  wouM  have  been 
more  successful  in  preventing^ this  illegal  vote 
from  being  given,  if  a  five  days  residence  had 
been  requirmi. 

Mr.  Hicks  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Caro- 
line would  state  the  other  case  of  the  man  who 
had  voted  in  four  different  places. 

Mr.  Stewajut,  resuming,  disavowed  any  in- 
tention to  mahe  an  attack  on  the  gentleman  from 
Dorchester.  His  only  design  was  to  show  that 
there  was  nothdng  in  this  case  to  induce  him  to 
Tote  for  the  p  •nding  amendment.  Neither  the 
statement  of  th«  gentleman  from  Dorchester ,nor 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  had 
brought  him  to  that  conclusioa.  If  the  gentle- 
man fromCalv  ert,  (Mr.  SoLi.r.as,)  believed  that 
there  were  no  fi.*auds  committed  in  tbn  ballot  box, 
why  does  he  not  evince  his  sincerity  by  lending 
his  aid  to  strike  at  all  restrictions  on  the  freedom 
of  suffrage.  H  e  (Mr.  S.)  knew  of  no  frauds  of 
the  kind  spoken  of  in  the  elections  in  his  coimty. 
He  knew  of  no  vviters  from  Delaware  coming  over 
the  line  to  vote  in  Caroline.  There  was,  indeed, 
afVaud  which  hte  would  not  specify,  but  which 
he  would  be  happy  to  contribute  his  aid  in  pre- 
venting. 

He  attributed  tliis  fierce  tirade  agamst  the 
corruption^of  the  ballot  box,  to  the  fact  that  Bal- 
timore city  alniiys  voted  by  largp  majorities  in 
a  certain  way,  and  presumed  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  those  wi^o  uttered  these  tirades,  that  in 
framing  the  Conntitution,  instead  of  looking  to 
the  whole  State,  we  should  have  an  eye  to  bal- 
timore  only.  He  felt  great  respect  for  the  city 
of  Baltimore;  she  occupied  a  [proud  pmition  fur 
her  commercial  (Enterprise;  without  her,  we 
should  not  have  sieen  our  flag  floating  on  many 
a  distant  sea;  she  vim%  justly  the  pride  of  Mary- 
land, and  it  was  tho  duty  of  every  citizen  of  the 
State  to  unite  in  su:Vtaining  her  character.  And 
if  he  should  be  chai^^ed  with  bring  under  the  in- 
fluenceof-  Baltimore,  he  must  bear  the  hnputa- 
tion  as  well  as  he  could.  He  himself  had  con- 
nexions in  that  city.  He  knew  of  many  instan- 
ces of  young  men  who  had  gone  there,  accumu- 
lated fortunes,  and  returned  to  their  native  coun- 
ties, thus  forming  a  tie  between  the  counties  and 
city.  The  effect  of  this  restriction  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore  would  lietu  throw  the  poor  into  the 
hands  ot  the  wealthy.  By  the  aid  of  money  the 
dwelling  of  the  poor  man  might  be  purchased 
over  his  head,  and  its  tenant  turned  out  of  doors 
five  uays  before  an  election;  and  in  this  way  the 
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corrupting  puise  of  wealth  might  be  increiflftd 
beyond  whet  it  is  now.  Poor  tenants  might  be 
tuned  out,  ao  as  to  pre? ent  them  from  exercis- 
ing their  legal  right  to  TOte.  The  gentleman 
from  Calf  ert,  ^Mr.  Sollrrs)  had  said  that  eye- 
ry  State  had  adopted  this  principle. 

Mr.  SoLLRas  explained.  He  had  said  that 
every  State  had  acknowledged  the  right  te  iinpose 
restrictions  on  the  BUectire  Franchise  by  a  Con- 
reotion. 

Mr.  STKWARTt  resuming.  So  had  every  State 
acknowledged  the  principle  of  representation. 
One  gentleman  haa  referred  to  the  language  of 
theConstitutioosof  some  of  the  States.  Gentle- 
men are  in  the  practice  of  quoting  just  so  much 
of  an  authority  as  sustains  the  position  they  as- 
sume, while  they  reject  what  is  not  in  conform- 
ity with  their  particular  views.  He  indicated 
his  intention  at  a  proper  time  to  introduce  a 
homestead  exemption  in  order  that  every  man 
might  have  an  interest  in  the  State,  as  was  de- 
signed by  our  original  Constitution,  and  wliich 
would  tend  much  to  purifv  the  ballot  box,  by 
elevating  tlie  citizens.  The  gentleman  from 
Calvert,  said,  that  the  Constitution  required  a 
residence  of  twelve  months  in  the  State,  and  of 
six  months  in  the  county.  Did  the  gentleman 
know  why  this  residence  restriction  was  inserted 
in  the  Constitution?  It  was  not  so  much  to 
prevent  frauds,  as  to  give  every  voter  an  interest 
in  the  State.  A  citizen  of  Delaware  would  not 
be  permitted  to  vote  in  Caroline,  because  ho  had 
no  mterest  in  the  county. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  distinction  which  ex- 
ists in  consequence  of  the  division  of  Baltimore 
city  into  two  districts,  and  of  the  arrangement 
of  Howard  District  and  Anne  Arundel  county 
into  districts,  contending  Uiat  this  exception  to 
the  general  rule  in  the  State,  was  a  convenience, 
and  did  nut  change  the  result  of  an  election,  no 
matter  in  which  of  the  districts  the  voter  cast 
his  vote.  The  fact  of  his  residence  gave  him  an 
interest  there.  The  law  of  Congress  prescribes 
five  years  as  the  term  before  foreigners  can  be 
naturalized,  that  they  may  acquire  an  interest  in 
the  country,  and  he  was  opposed  to  any  distinc- 
tion between  naturalized  foreigners,  who  had  re- 
sided in  the  State  and  county  the  required  term, 
sod  native  citizens.  Fie  was  aware  that  there 
were  conflicting  opinions  on  this  point,  some 
gentlemen  being  denirous  of  restricting  foreign- 
ers from  the  enjoyment  of  the  Elective  Fran- 
chise, not  reflecting  that  some  of  these  may  be 
allied  by  blood  to  some  of  the  original  framers 
of  our  Constitution. 

He  knew  not  how  the  five  days  restriction 
could  prevent  frauds,  unless  on  the  ground  that 
by  excluding  all  voti^rs,  ^ou  exclude  the  illegal. 
Yfe  are  engaged  in  frammg  an  organic  law;  and 
while  we  are  doing  thU,  we  should  secure  the 
le^l  voters  in  their  rights,  and  prevent  those 
who  have  no  legal  riglil  from  participating  in 
the  Elective  Franchise. 

Mr.  PaEfsTMAir  wan  willing  to  acknowledge 
that  frauds  had  been  committed  upon  the  Elec- 
tive Franchise  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  but  the 
great  questifin  was,  in  the  proposed  remedy  like- 
Jy  to  abate  the  evil?    He  thought  it  would  rath- 


er tend  to  increa!>e  than  diminisih  the  evil.  In 
king  the  admission,  that  election  frauds  had 

Serpetrated,he  did  so  because  he  believe 
eny  that  would  induce  the  Convention  torn 
any  future  statement  of  his  in  a  spirit  of  4 
and  cavil ;  and  he  was  unwilling  to  lose  evei 
small  influence  he  might  enjoy  in  that  hofiM 
body.  He  claimed  to  be  well  acquainted 
public  sentiment  in  tlie  city  of  Baltimore 
anything  he  should  say  was  upon  his  own  raa 
sibility.  Each  membier  of  the  citydelcfi 
was  alike  responsible  for  what  he  should  m 
his  constituency.  You  could  not  find  aiiT 
vidual  in  Baltimore  city  who  would  say  iSm 
fraud  was  committed  on  the  ballot  box,  U 
denied  the  extent  to  which  it  is  allegedlotai 
ried  on  there,  the  vigilance  of  partv  prevai 
The  citizens  of  Baltimore  are  not  alone  rei 
sible  for  the  fraudulent  abuse  of  the  EIm 
Franchise.  It  has  been  frankly  admitted  by 
orable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  then 
fraudulent  practices  in  the  counties,  aad 
large  sums  of  money  are  contributed  for  i 
tioneering  purposes.  Money  is  raised  in  the 
of  Baltimore  to  be  used  throughout  the  8 
He  believed  his  friend  from  Calvert  had  hn 
ly  introduced  the  Registr}-  Act,  and  intMid 
not  to  operate  in  Baltimore  city  alone, but  tbr 
the  State. 

Mr.  SoLLzas.    I'h rough  all  the  State? 

Mr.  Press TMAN  said  he  so  nnderstooA 
when  that  subject  should  come  up  he  wouk 
deuvor  to  show  thai  a  Kcgii>try  might  be  i 
a  mere  instrument  of  fraud  in  the  hands  ol 
party  to  which  the  Registers  mieht  bekNif. 
adverted  to  tlie  practice  of  bribery  m  the 
sent  source  of  evil,  and  which  existed  ii 
counties  to  a  great  extent.  He  could  pu 
hand  upon  honorable  gentlemen  in  the  C^ 
tion,  who  had  admitted  the  existence  of  thb 
cies  of  corruption. 

Mr.  SoLLBRs.  The  gentlemen  will  apeal 
himself;  he  has  no  right  to  put  his  hand  on  ■ 

Mr.  Przsstman.  Honorable  gentleau 
round  me  have  frankly  made  the  asi 
sioo,  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  though  hebeli 
that  some  few  counties  were  not  obnoxiou 
the  charge. 

He  went  on  to  stale  the  requirements  of 
law  as  it  now  exists,  and  denies  that  a  i 
temporary  residence  entitled  a  party  to  VQli 
an  election  district  The  residence  nui 
hcna  Jidey  witliout  the  animus  rcreiioiidu 
amendment  proposing  tive  days  residencOv  w 
open  the  door  to  fraud,  and  render  it  moie 
of  perpetration.  He  was  opposed  to  eX| 
mentingupon  the  right  of  sutfrage.  ^Likeina 
cases  of  sickness,  it  was  better  to  rely  upon 
healtliful  re-action  of  the  system,  than  raao 
nostrums.  Entire  purity  was  not  to  be  esps 
— the  church  itself  was  not  pure.  He  ragri 
that  the  discussion  had  led  to  any  diaagieai 
between  the  gentleman  from  Calvert  ani 
gentleman  from  Cecil,  lie  did  not  believe 
the  former  had  intended  to  impute  unworthy 
tives  to  the  latter.  In  a  .Maryland  Conveai 
wliea  a  gentleman  designed  to  be  personal 
would  tind  language  so  to  express  himself  ai 
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He  eoneloded  with  fltetinc 

isthar  olijMtioiii  to  the  •mendawnt,  and 
to  Toto  agtlDSt  h. 


A  l&Df  tenkeatory  diwuuion  f(d|owed,be- 


f.  flotXiBt  anl  Mr.  Bowie,  directed  to 
tti  |oM  whether  the  latter  gentleman  hed,  or 
hii  Ml,  volid  for  a  Regittry  Law.  Mr.  Sol- 
uu  Miiiteil  that  ISr.  Bowia  kmd  voted  for  a 
tfrfaiBHit  bill  of  that  character,  and  eppeakd  to  the 
Jmnalk  to  aoitain  the  fact.  fitr.  fiowia  assert- 
•illMt  ha  did  not  vote  for  the  Registry  Bill 
Mtok  haname  a  law,  and  could  not  so  have  vo- 
ted, bMaon  he  was  absent  from  his  scat  in  the 
L^gMatera  at  the  time. 

Mr.  0OLUBS  rejoined  that,  the  Registry  Bill 
ftr.wUdi  Mr.  Bo  wis  voted,  did  become  a  law, 
havte  paawd  both  branches  of  the  Legislature ; 
bit  iMl  aflerwardi,  in  consequence  of  imper- 
fcfttoM  in  the  law,  another  bill  was  introduced 
ly  Mr.  SoLLsas,  on  which  bill  Mr.  Bowie  did 

he  was  not  in  his  seat. 


Mr.  Bewn  said  he  thought  his  friend  was  mis- 
totaD  to  tuppoiing  that  the  Registry  Law,  fbr 
whinli  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  voted,  ever  became  a  law. 
Iha  tow  tor  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  voted,  was 
■at  the  one  which  subsequently  became  a  law, 
hil  WM  ooa  which  was  much  milder  in  its  pro- 
fUoMi  and  under  cerUin  circumsUnces,  allow- 
ed avww  nan  to  vote,  whetlier  his  name  was  re- 
gMwad  or  not. 

Mr.  Boiisu  referred  his  stotements  to  the 
dnWan  of  the  jonmaJ. 

The  diicoMion  wis  conducted,  generally,  in 
gDid  taoner,  and  both  gentlemen  resumed  their 
^  f*^*«^,  apparently,  with  the  issue  of  the 


Mr.  Bmwv  said  he  was  aware  that  it  was  the 
Mrton  of  aU  deliberative  bodies  to  allow  great 
tottafoaf  debato,  but  in  that  reepect,  he  thought 
ttiM|j  diSned  fiom  any  that  had  ever  aeum- 
hhd  to  the  Stato  of  Maryland  for  seventy-four 
ytoB.  Hia  own  opinion  was,  that  no  remarks 
Aarid  ha  to^tolfiad  in,  in  committee  of  the 
villa,  ftat  were  not  anplieable  to  ihe  question 
ooneiderattoa.  ilero  we  had  had  an  da- 
hktocy  of  the  personal  cause  of  votes  of 
pon  a  particular  question  long  suice 

_to  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 

to  CoBventioo,  an  order  discharging  the 

ttoa  of  the  whole  from  the  further  coosid- 

_  of  the  bill,  unless  the  necessity  (or  that 

ihoqH  ba  obviated  by  a  general  consent 

Am  the  qoestaon  should  be  token.    Ho  would 
I  that  the  oommittea  rise. 


{Mm  af  •Hpestion."] 

Mr.  Ton  expressed  his  desire  to  occupy  some 
^ — I  Mfanrtai  of  the  time  of  the  Convention,  and 
I,  he  aaid,  either  proceed  now,  or  to  the 
■^  aa  gentlemen  might  prefer. 
Aawoalboar  havh«  pasasd,  and  the  com- 
■Htan  fadtoatmg  ite  desire  to  rise, 
Mr.  TvenyiaMad  the  floor. 
Tha  •owaHtoa  tharanpoa  rose  and  reported 
MBifiia.    And  toe  Coaventton  adjourned. 

9 


FRIDAY,  January  nth,  1851. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gmuff. 
The  roll  was  called,  and  the  Journal  of  yestor- 
terday  was  read  and  appioved. 

■oua  OP  MECTiNu,  kc. 

Mr.  RiDOELY  rose,  he  Mid,  to  submit  a  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  CnAMaass  of  Kent,  desired  to  be  inform- 
ed whether  reports  from  oommitteee  were  now 
in  order? 

The  President  ssid  reports  of  coasmittee^ 
would  reg[ulariy  be  in  order.  Bat  the  floor  bad 
been  obtuned  by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimort* 
county,  (Mr.  Rdgely.) 

Mr.  RiDGELY  said  his  obiect  in  rising  was  to 
move  that  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Convention  be  1 1  o'clock,  instead  of  ten. 

Mr.  BucBAWAN.    I  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bowie.    And  1. 

Mr.  RiDGELY  said  thst  although  the  Conven- 
tion bed  once  or  twice  before  refused  to  adopt 
this  propositioii,  yet  he  had  again  presented  it 
from  a  conviction  that  it  was  idle  to  hope  for  the 
accomplishment  of  any  good  result  by  meeting 
as  early  as  ten  oVdock.  tie  trusted  that,  in  con- 
sideration not  only  of  the  length  of  the  daily  sea- 
sions,  but  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  some  time 
for  relaxation,  the  motion  he  had  made  would  be 
agreed  to. 

The  first  hour  of  the  da  v  was  generally  spent 
in  the  consideration  of  unfmportont  busineiw.  It 
finemiently  happened  thatnoquorum  was  present, 
until  one  half  of  the  first  hour  hsd  passed.  The 
Convention  might  meet  at  the  hour  of  eleven, 
and  might  immeidiately,  If  it  should  Uilnk  proper, 
pass  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  and  thus  accom- 
plish the  same  object  that  was  at  present  accom- 
plished by  meeting  at  ten.  He  thought  he  had 
shown  by  his  coune  in  this  body,  that  he  had 
evinced  as  strong  a  disposition  as  any  other 
member,  to  expedite  the  completion  of  the  bu- 
sinem  for  which  it  had  been  eailed  together.  He 
had  never  interposed  any  obstacle,  or  coun- 
tenanced any  delay  in  the  disposition  of  ito  busi- 
ness ;  and  he  submitted  this  pitmosition  now,  only 
because  he  believed  it  would  laciliuto.  and  not 
retard,  the  discherge  of  their  duties.  The  Con- 
vention sat  here  from  ten  to  three,  or  half-past 
three ;  night  overtook  them  very  soon  sfter  uiey 
had  adjourned,  and  by  ten  o*clock  the  following 
morning,  they  were  again  to  be  in  their  seats; 
having  no  interval  for  ordinary  and  proper  re- 
lazatton,  to  say  nothing  of  the  additiooal  dntiee 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittees. 

Another  reason  for  tlic  change  was  to  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  Convention  had  engeged  a 
Reporter,  to  Aimish  reports  of  its  debates ;  and 
he  referred  to  this  point  without  any  authority 
or  suggestion,  on  the  part  of  that  gcutlenmn.  It 
wu  known  that  he,  (Mr.  R.)  had  opposed  that 
measure  with  all  the  cner^  he  possessed.  But 
aa  the  Convention  had,  by  its  deliberate  vote,  de - 
elded  to  adopt  an  order  that  its  debates  should 
be  leported,  it  was  due  to  the  person  whom  thry 
had  assigned   to  that  duty,  that    he    nhould 


han  leiM  NluutiOQ,  it  Itiit.  from  th«  Eraat| 

Chnical  uid  tnaDtal  labor  which  wen  iiuspan' 
la  from  Ui«  tuk.  He  hoped  the  meliiiB  would 
Iwftfnedto. 

Mr.  Habbine  iiid  IhBl  the  ^ntlsman  from 
BaltimoTo  cMJkUitj  (Mr.  RiDaE(.T)  had  m>de  a 
mothw  which  met  «ith  his  (Mr.  H'a.)  decided 
diMpprobBlioTi.  He  eecorded  to  Ihil  geDllo' 
men,  howeier,  credit  for  the  best  motivM.  H* 
fceli«»edth«tth»t  genUemin  felt,  u  he  (Mr.  H.) 
Mt,  (be  (tam  neaeMily  of  proceodins,  without 
further  del«v,  to  the  (rarnapliun  of  llin  public 
biaineM.  But  ha  lubmilled,  in  oil  condor  and 
aincerily,  th»t  the  molion  to  ohangti  the  hour  of 
meeting  to  11  o'oloDk,  <vbi  CBlcDlated  not  la  pro- 
mote the  eoinnioii  object  they  had  in  view,  bnt 
to  defeat  it.  He  declared,  a»  hs  hsd  declared  a 
few  dajs  ago,  Ihat  the  motion  w»  one  calcnlalwl 
to  frustrate  the  endi  for  which  Ihii  Conrention 
had  aasem hied.  He  could  nut  a^ree  with  the 
■TDtleman,  that  Ihe  chan^  would  have  the  ef- 
Kct  of  cawing  the  Canrention  to  ^t  to  iU  anb- 
Btanlial  work  sooner  biiiI  mom  eameitl j.  Why 
■hould  it  do  >o?  Had  the  grnlleman  ottered  any 
resolulion  which  would  w  direct  the  action  of 
this  body,  ai  to  huve  thitctTeet'  None.  What 
were  the  facta  ^  Uelween  the  hours  of  Ian  and 
eleven,  the  Convcotion  wu  engaged 
cuasion  of  motion*,  which  were  ^uppohcd  tu  haTe 
k  CMuiderable  bcBring  ou  iti  labon.  Would  nol 
the  same  proposition<i  be  discussed  if  llie  Gormn- 
tioo  met  at  ajcTcn^  What  then  waa  gaioed? 
The  chBD|e,  if  it  had  any  aflect,  would  rather 
tend  to  protract  Iheae  diicnaaioiia  and  to  multi- 
ply the  number  of  motions.  Away, "'—  — '''■ 
all  luch  argumenU. 
Sut  what  were  Ihe  preetdenti  f    1 

torgnolad  Ihal  if  it  worked  well,  a  

CaavenLous,  to  iiteet  at  an  early  hour,  it  would 
ope nile  equally  wcllhcie.  Jfitwere  good  policy 
in  Ihe  Conreuliou  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  to  meet  at 
ten  and  at  oine ;  if  it  waa  good  policy  In  the  God- 
ranlion  of  the  tjlate  uf  New  Votb,  to  meel  at 
ten  io  the  beginning  of  iti  aeaaiona,  and  aufaae- 
t)UBnllj  at  nine — itww  equally  good  policy  here. 
After  Ihe  diacuiatoo  which  had  taken  place  on  a 
kcBier  day,  he  had  been  at  aume  trouble  to  *«e 
whit  other  CoDreation*  had  done.  They  netal 
ao  earlier  hour  than  this  body  mel.  How  wuil 
wilh  (he  ConvcDiion  which  framed  the  old  Cm- 
alilutionf  They  nol  only  met  at  nine,  (ahoitly 
after  the  comiDeacement  of  Iha  aetaiou,) 
continued  to  do  so,  but  thejr  held  aflemooii 

Mr-   RiDcvLT.    Will    the  gentleman  he 
liood  as  to  aisle  at  what  seaaon  of  the  year  the 
CoHvenliun  of  the  Stale  of  New   York 

Air.  HaBBiME.  I  knew  thai  it  waa  at  a  dif- 
lecenl  season  of  Uib  year— the  month  of  June 
July.  But  at  what'ieaaou  did  the  Contentioo 
ibjt  I'raiued  the  old  Constitution  meet.'  How 
wu  it  wilh  the  Conrenlion  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio 
nowinsesaionP  It  met  at  nine,  and  had  aftettuon 
aeasioni  alao.  He  earnesUy  be^  of  the  Con- 
venlion,  if  tiiey  valued  Ihe  object!  for  which 
they  bad  aaaembkd  to  TOle  down  Ihii  propoti- 


Mr.  BDCiuit.ui  Mid,  thai  ai  rtfordid  lit 
modarn  preeedenta  irbich  his  friend  (Ur.  Hm- 
bivb)  had  referred,  it  teemed  to  hio)  (Mr.  B.) 
that  they  had  not  a<  yet  exactly  bad  i  fair  trial. 

*~  to  the  Tell  and  lubsuulial  preeededti.  they 

all  the  other  way.     He  would  like  to  kno» 

from  that  genlleman,  whether  any  Courentiop 

had  erer  aiaemUled  within  the  fimila   of  Ilit 

Vnited  Stale;,  onnipo>iing  more  capable  buiine«t 

of  higher  inletleclual  rndowtDenli  in 

ry  respect,  ihin  Ihwe  who  framed  the  oriei- 

nal  Conatilution  of  Ihe  SUte  of  Virginia?    ft\ 

that  body  never  met  earlier  than  twehe  o'clock, 

— '  ---,  a  more  perffci  or  dupendous  work  nerw 

led  from  iJir  braini  or  ihe  hesrtaof  ineii. 

There  wu  anoilier  precede  n  I  alni«t  equd  to 

that  of  the  Sttte  of  Virginia.     He  refemd  Io 

the  Oonililuti^n  uf  the  Slate  of  New   York. 

formed  in  IBll.    The  Convention  of  thai  day, 

ipoied   of    mpn    quite    at    liidustrioaa    and 

quite  as  zealot,  in  Ihr  cause  of  theirconatltueata 

a  this  body  could  bi-,  ntec  at  eleven  and  twehe 
.'dock.  They  madaapetfeclwoikiBaiMitM 
that  the  member!  of  IhhUMiveDlkn,  in  the  MHM 
of  lis  ditcusaiODi,  had  been  oonlaftUf  nfeariw 
to  Ihe  Debate*  in  Ihat  body  ai  guide*  kit  Uiifr 

He  did  m 
tlaman  ( Hr.  Habbink]  beloDg*d> 

"  "  nber  of  a  Coatmitte*  (I  . 

luld  be  conalantly  aagand  kilhe 
btKineaa  before  it,  not  only  after  the  ^tljiwimppiiT. 
and  i>  Ihe  evening*,  hut  in  ihememiiBk  SXmM 
nol  dis^e  of  the  buaine«  befon  It.  ti^cf*  tuae 
wu  giTcn,  So  be  might  saj  of  oywr  cfUJo^- 
teet.  It  was  idle  to  talk  cf  doliy  IiiimEum 
here,  between  the  twura  of  ten  eM  olvqi. 
Every  gentleman  who  had  bean  pteNDt  bwwiwp 
those  two  hours,  knew  that  Dethtac  iMdtMB 
done.  They  met,  and  talked— talked-  "'^ 
bnt  Ood  knew  there  was  lime  enowh  ft 
the  Cwin 
lag  the  « 
they  atill  t«lked  IhMn  eleren  Io  ihnm 


•Umamtm- 
BaAtmSk. 


•zzt 


The 
potted  thai  diey  hiiu        ,    _ 

come  to  no  conclusion,'' and  tbervt—-., 

DOBe  in  this  wsy.  Then  weretliMewbqMft 
wu  to  be  done  ;  there  were  ttaei  i^mhtUft 
was  to  be  done.  The  talkincwM  brtv'MH 
after  they  met  here ;  the  wori  wm  la  be  4<li 
after  night  and  In  the  motnlsc  wbM  ttt'Oafe- 
mlttees  met.  Hence,  he  woold  e^diillr  iMNIb 
the  molton  of  tha  gentleaiBD  tnm  MM|Mrie 
county,  (Mr.  Ridoblt.) 

Mr.  Bbown  moved  that  the  rewhiliOM  ba  Hd 
upon  the  table. 

Mcsbtb.  RwetLT,  BucHtirAii  and  Hiuvi 
asked  Ihe  jes*  and  nayi,  which  ««m  owimtl. 

And  Ihe  question  haru^  been  takn,'  l^  i|MB 
nauiUed  as  lallaw4 : 

J^rma(ist.~Uessn.  DBnLUejd.C 
of  Talbot,  Jamat  U.  DeaiUs,  EeclMiM 

aBoige,WrWit,BfcM«^-  " ~- 

pington,  SlepbMMn,  1— ___ „„.  - 

Thawley,  Stewart,  of  Ou«Hm,  BeU^,  I 
Joh^  NewMnar,  HhUm.  WabW.fUcw, 
psitriak,  Stalth,  P«ika,  Ceek^r  ud  Bmn 


1.  Cfitpmin ,  FmMwit.  Mar- 


■taiBhklMoH.  Hopawelt.  Rieaud.  Lm,  Cbara- 
Mai,a(X«t,Mitebell,  Doncf,  Rindtll,  KanI, 


na  ruNcmit: 


Mr.  CuMitiik,  of  K«Dt,  from  the  Conmitlee 

WWatMrrmpta,   Band,  ^'ent  of  t;h«rte«;  on  the  Elective  Franchise.  tBade  a  loport,  beini 

Mil  ill.  Jnntr.  BiKlunwi,  Welch,  Chandkr,  •■"  aadiUoul  leclion  ts  itie   first  article  of  the 

HSdpIy.John   Dennis,  CriifieH,  Dashnll,  Wil-  Cooitilulion  heretofore   reporWd  hj  the  nme 

lUM,  Hodion,   Ooldsboraath,   Chamtfen,    of  Comniillee. 

CmB.  SMlBf.  Mcl.ar.8.  Bowia,  Tuck,  Sprigg,  The  report  wa*  read,  »nd- 

MeCdWiiB.  Spencer,  Fooh,  Jacob.,  Biter,  An-  On  eooIiod  of  Mr.  CttxMttn, 

Ban,  Harfcaitle.  G*ir.n,  Sleiriri.  of  Baltimora  ^  *"  ordered  la  be  pnnted. 

cilT.Brenl,  of  BiiHimorc  city,  Preulman.  Ware,  On  motion  of  Mr  Bt*at»TDKr. 

KAOJE^tb,  Kilgour.  Witeiaand  HolljdBy— 50.  The  report  wu  referred  lo  the  tame  Cooimlt- 

£TlL' i...i -».  i=;j  ™  ,K.  ,.M,  1««  "f  ll""  Whole,  liaring  under  coodderitioB 

'    r  the  prer  jQiii  report  of  the  laid  Committee. 

,  ,,  .    ^  THE  ratnoDi  wtisttoh. 

j.^ and  UinaiHK  aikcd 

aaj^  which  were  ordered.  Oa  motion  of  Mr.  RaHoaLL, 

I».     1  auigest  to  gentlemen  who       The OmTentionprticecdad  toltaeeoniideration 

tbi  yaaa  and  naji —  of  the  amendment  offered  by  him  yeitardij,  to 

I (InterpminB  )    And  who  are   the  nth  rale,  Ac. 

'= — '  Mr.  R.  briafly  explained  ita  object.    He  dia- 

ciaimedany  intention  tocill  the  previoul  question 
or  lo  encourage  J')  iipplicaliun,  and  took  oc- 
caiion  lo  lay,  that  he  liid  not  the  slightest 
complaint  to  make  of  the  course,  of  the  de- 
betri  which  had  taken  |ilace  here  He  had  oSer- 
cal  the  amendment,  wilh  tbo  toacurrence  uf 
friends  wiio  were  anxioiui  for  the  transaction 
of  public  business,  but  wlio  desired  that  tlie 
operation  of  the  previous  qucitioii  bhould  be 
10  reatricled,  thai  it  woillil  apply  ooljr  tu  one 
propoulioQ.  ur  to  surh  portion  of  the  pending 
matter  ai  the  moTer  might  designate.    And  Mr. 


fCmtinuing.)    And    are  w 

me, that  wehaiajutt  taken  Ike 

i  ■•}•  m  a  uotiMi  to  lay  the  rciolution 

taU*.    I  bopa,  tharafore,  that  the  call 


'  -Mfc  W»*eowi»  imlstcd  on  hia  moiion  for  the 

ftnaMnkja. 

■r-  HaaiBn.    If  Ihe  call  for  the  yeai  and 

tfl  ba  withdrawn,  flie  tone  of  the  Con- 

a  good 


'.  iftTCHiLL.    I  anneit  to  my  friend  nn 
%  wlMlher  If  bo  is  opMsad  to  the  con- 
M  «r  thae,  fbe  demand  for  the  yeas  and 
wimm  aaerrmotio"  '■"" 


ewill 


iW:ffkT«aHwlH  ba. 

IWfHMtiaD  on  tba  adoption  ot  the  resolution 
na^aaUkan,  andraaulted  aifolbwi: 

i^*''**'''*'- — '(■■■'a-    Cliapman.  Preudent,^ 
HafBi.  BtakMoDs,  Hopewell.  Rieaud,    Lee, 
k  of  Kuit,  Mitcbell,  Doney,  Randall, 

■*-' ■-    "-id,  Brent,  of  Charlei, 

a^jamiur,  ■uEuadaa,  Welch,  Chandler, 
h  Jvba  Donoia,  Criideld,  Daihiell,  Wil- 
MMB.GoUaborougb,  Phelps,  Chamber*, 
lUaSaUH^,  HcLaoe,  fewle,  Tuck, 

^""' n,   Speiicpr,    Jnc-hi,    Annan, 

I,  Stewnrl.  of  Ualliintire  eitj, 

.  _       icity,  Preselman.Ware.  Nioll, 

wfKnilUlP,  Waters  and  HollydsT— 46. 

— Me&sn.  t>ent,  Kent,  Llard,  8hei«- 
Ubot,  James  V.  Dennis,  Bceleaton, 
^^,tIeori;e,McMBst«r,  Hearn,  Fooka,  Bhn- 
Ri^'BiiBri  sipplRglon,  Stephenson,  Magraw, 
■^Aoo,  Carter,  Tbawley.  Steivan,  of  Caroline, 
SEhby,  Fiery.  John  Newcomer,  Ilarbihe.  Etiicer, 
fittpalricfc.  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cocksy  and 

Bftfba Conreolion  decided  that  liersaftar,  uu' 
^Bhtrwiae  ordered,  the  dailylbourol'tbaiiieet- 
^^V  Ibe  Conienlion  shouldbe  elevea  o'dock. 


which  be  propoaed  lo  loalie.    I'he  adopiic 
tba  aBtendinanl,  he  lubmitled,   would  eipedite 
the  busineu  of  the  ConTEnliun.  without  depiiv 


),of  the   full   benelitof  the 
)  only  op- 


Mr.  BaowN.     Your  a 
eiate  in  Conreniion ' 

Mr.  Randall.    Orlainly. 

Mr.  BaovK  lugfcated  the  propriety  of  making 
Lbeprevioua  question  applicable  in  Comniittea 
eflbe  Whole,  so  far  aa  regaidsd  the  penduig 
aMendment.  Time  and  trouble  wotild  be  M>ed. 
Ha  wa*  opposed  to  going  into  Mmmiltee,  and 
should  oppnae  golnK  into  it  fat  the  futura,  unlrM 
some  means  could  M  devised  for  aireitiug  de- 
bale.  That  object  could  be  tffecled  under  iIib 
eiisting  rales  in  Convention,  but  not  in  CouimLl- 
tae;  Iherefuia,  it  was,  he  had  suggested  that  Ibe 
prcTiaus  qnertion  should  be  made  applicable  in 
Conrentioii. 


Pending  the  motion  nf  Mr.  Ranvall.  (the  us- 
ual hour  having  arrived,)  the  CnnTcnlion, 
On  inotioN  oFMr.  JampiH, 

Resolved  il^elfinln  Committee  of  tbo  Whole, 
Mr.  BLAKiiiTON'E  in  the  Chiiir,  and  resumed  tho 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  rnmmitlee  on 
the  Elective  Franchise. 

The  question  pending  before  the  Conimitlae 
wai  on  tho  motion  of  .Mr.  pRELrs,  to  amend  Ihs 
amcndmant  offered  bj  Mr.  CusMaias,  of  Kent, 
aa  a  lubstitate  for  the  fir^  section  of  (be  report, 


by  inierlii)^  alUr  tlw  wMd«  "Howud  DiitricV' 
the  roUaiTing: 

"AnifiTBdrnff  intheeleetkm  dMriel  or  ward 
of  the  dlj  of  Biltlmore." 

Ut.  Titck,  wu  ODtitlnd  to  the  Aoor. 

Mr.  T.  Biwumed  it  m  indinpiitnble  tint  the  pn- 
liljoTtlieElecliire  FniDChiia  lij  atUiB  Ibunda- 
tiODof  this  end  ell  rtprMfntttire  lorernniMitn. 
and  he  oxpreMid  hii  lurprue  that  when  frauds 
were  idmilted  lo  exiil,  effort*  niiide  to  remed} 
th«  eril,  ihould  he  reiisted.  ITbut  one  thiudu- 
lant  Tste  had  been  |ci*en,  it  wai  auErirDt  nwson 
fin  the  i^optioD  of  sich  meatum  ai  were  Ralca- 
tated  toprBieDtlheextenikinof  the  mil.  " 


npreMntative  detBacncj. 

He  adierled  ta  the  patif  ■IIubimm  that  hail 
bean  made  in  lh»  debate.  One  lentleman  hail 
Htated  that  the  friendu  of  ihli  rettrirlion  were  in- 
Aoenced  bj  nolitical  mniives,  end  that  thn  ct}- 
oT  ftand  on  the  ballot  bos  wa>  onlT  raiitd  when 
lalfe  majorilieK  in  the  BaJliniore  clectlotM  were 
eailinapaitienlar war-  For himnelf be recnttMl 
the  httniduelkin  of  poJitkn  into  Ihi*  debate.  He 
aaalled  no  man*!  motireii.  Comctoat  of  tha 
nctHude  of  hit  own,  be  left  olhara  to  Judge  or 
thair  conduct,  and  to  nettle  lueh  quentinoa  with 
tbair  coMcienoet  and  their  contf  itnenti.  But 
whan  Um  gentlemaB  aaiiRwd  thi*  atotife,  be 
tnurt  have  forgotten  that  all  the  queitioiw  touch- 
ingtbe  ElectiTe  FranchiM,  all  the  nembei*  of 
one  putT  (except  two)  haTe  united,  and  roted 
againattbe  nMnures  deaigned  to  protect  the  bal- 
lot box,  whereen  the  other  partj  haTa  nefet  uni- 
t«d  on  anjr  one  quation  Bince  Ihe  organiiation  of 
the  ConTention.  Mr.  T.  luggeited  that  thia  fact 
nigfat  fomiih  fome  eTtdance  of  party  deiini  to 
thoaa  who  were  in  aearch  of  the  nrotiTca  of  oth- 
tra.  Yet  he  made  no  iitd)  charge  himielf.  G«d- 
tteman  had  alluded  to  their  damooraof,  and  ioiiw 
had  appealed  t«  their  ancatlij  to  ahoHr  the  puri- 
ty of  their  daamiratic  faith.  If  he  wera  jiMfed 
bythiitaat,  he  n%ht  claim  to  belong  In  BOiHdB- 
-j>  both  (idei.    His  whlgger;  coDtiMad  of  a 


bear  the 


iwed  then)-  ,  ofl'Ting  in  l^hc  thi 
aelTealnravurof  Ihe  largest  libertj.  Ho  was  an 
advocate  fotUiatciTil  liberty  whiiJi  we  enjoy  ud- 
det  the leitnint  of  wboleiome  laws,  and  without 
which,  tapublici  rannot  ezlil.  Anydoctrine  oT 
liberty  incooiistent  with  this  will  iiltimalely  n. 
'       ''  nentfrom  a  republic  to  a  men 


Milqeet  the  better.    We  are  all  Bum  or  lata 

partymcD,  aad.pariiapa  wa  itiow  our  faaltop 
at  timea  when  we  oufiht  not.  Where  wa  dUGf 
let  na  difler  ar  caen  tbould,  wbo  hsMatlj  dl^ 
agree.  Lbt  ua  agree  lo  diMEiee,  and  bare  m 
controreta;'  about  it. 

It  it  a  miitake  to  mppoM  that  thit  iiaiiiiilBMl 
would  openle  iniidioiMly,  as  rega'da  Bahtadn. 
It  applies  a.1  well  to  the  counttet.  Mr.  T.  had 
no  unfriendly  foclina  towardi  tint  city.  W*  afl 
haTa  a  juit  pride  m  her  grawing  wnlth  ■■■ 
pronperity.  He  wouU  be  ilia  lait  lo  eT--"  ^~ 
interest.     Bui  the  Delcgatei  from  T 

(hit  if  they  enJoT  the  adTuti|B 

Lhlrd  city  of  the  Untsn,  and  fatmt 

the  honnr  of  roprrsenting  her  bera,  thef  aM 


of  ha»inf  t  „  .. 
constituent*  a  proportion  of  that  ipeciaa  'Ij*- 
piilelion,  that  h  commoD  to  all  larga  eltiis.  He. 
T.  had  no  doubt  Ihal  fraudg  had  been  MiuiiaMtd 
on  both  xidpi.  I'roof  htubeenderaaDded.  hh 
not  a  case  thai  admits  Bf  atrictly  kgil  pracC 
But  be  had  heard  enough  to  utirfyhliMranM. 
He  Mould  not  esoulpate  the  wbiga.  BcA  teb*> 
,  lieved  to  be  gu  ilty.  Mr.  T.  cojtd  nanttaa  ■■• 
iD<tance!>  coming  lo  his  hnowledge,  on  wMiMi 
infornialion,  implicating  iiereona  of  bla  MM 
'  par^,  and  ha  had  no  doubt  nntlacMa  «f  tm 
olhar  tide  couU  do  Ihe  uae,  if  thaj  wonld.  k 
1847,  a  whig  of  Baltimora  hifiinnad  bin  tbMba 
bad  tieeeiTedanolIitrfroiBiiieaibefa  of  tbab^ 
pita  Club  of  New  Tork,  to  eany  tba  altaUM  k 
Baltimore  for  the  whigifor  Stb  Ihootand dolhi^ 
and  that  after  conrerring  with  tone  of  tba  Oi» 
tral  Committee,  the  oBbc  wot  dtdined,  bat  kh 
inlbnnaot  thought  thearrangameDt  Mgbttokni 
be«D  made. 

Mr.  Baairr,  ofBaltimoie  ci^,  atked  Ibr  fti 
namo  of  the  genllanian'i  infomant. 
Mr.  TocK  declined  giving  the  name. 
Mr.  PaaiiTMAH  undcntood  the  feo  .  . 
made  no  charge  agtiutt  the  Demottratic  ntlf- 
"-    Toca  did  not  charge  thii  apurt  MJ 


parly. 


r.  BauiT  wished  to  know  the  ni 


He  hi 


too  fer,  (hey  may 
considered  quile  impure,  and  Is  now  geoerallT 
repudiatnd.  Many  of  them  would  Sod  Ihattbair 
original  politica  had  no  better  lource  than  tbe 
federalijini  uf  I  BOn,  Elefbrring  to  th>  inbjtet 
the  other  day,  in  honorable  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne'i  bud  prudently  dated  hi)  demook- 
ry  from  Ihc  Jarfceon  epoch,  *nd  iliv-liimed  run- 
iiinc  i»to  the  J<'l|PiM>n  liii''. 

Mr.  T.  commeudad  tbediKuetionDrthat.«n- 
lleuan  to  olhen  «d  bw  political  frienda.  ilia 
tact  it  that  the  timet  have  changed,  and  men 
baTe  changed  with  them.    The  laattiaidoa  tbb 


tioned  it  to  nembert  of  the  Central  C , 

and  that  they  would  bare  iMtbing  to  do  wHh  IL 
Mil  ioformast  was  ikol  a  member  of  that  Cb*' 

Mr.  Bbeht.  Well— I  want  to  kiM>w  batBHi 
iha  £miare  Club  it  Democratic. 

Hr.  BiacA.  They  era  Demociatie,  bvt  nl» 
for  the  aide  that  pays  beaU 

,^^.  Jis»m,)»a ^ 

hnowiedge  of  Uiaidub,  and  1  rebr  mj  Mil 
fmm  BaUimoiB  to  him,  for  flutber  InforaMlta. 
Mr.  T.  adYerled  lo  thn  pipe  laying  fraud,  that 
was  allcmplad  some  yearn  ago  in  Baltimon. 
There  weie  alto  conviclioiii  in  Baltimon  a  to 
yean  ago,  for  fraudulent  voting,  (whieb  thaUk-' 
gatci  irart  Baltimore  muit  t«mem1wr.}  Tte 
partita  weicfliwd  and  inpriMDed.  WhawfrBMk' 


[•(ka  doM  net  kaowi  but  Uiey  sen 
fe  Ibe  D«ancrats.    Fraudi  inpraourlnc 

et  papen,  are  cotn milled  cm  both 
the  eoouDMtccaicnt  of  ihe  Conven- 
tidbeao  Informed  by  a  «hi|;,  lh*t  four 
I  iriio  hid  bacD  in  the  country  only  four 
tfjl  been  earriMl  to  niltimare  for  the 
m4  efterwurdi  Totcd  llic  whi|[lick(t  ii 
if.    ThU  w>i  n  wbig,  anJ  he  urfcd  the 

if  loiiiethli^  beinc  done  to  prercnt  it, 
m  Mid  iT  It  i*  (tone  un  one  side,  the  other 
illDlheHiiuneaiuimeeir-iIefence.  It 
«■  BOt  been  perpelrtled  in  Dillimore, 
\bm  CouDcib  in  1B36,  pau  an  ordininee 
.frwrfulent  Toting?  Mr.  T,  nadfrom 
■an  in  proof  ot  Ihli  statement.  Ue 
M  itatanBab  to  ^hov  that  Nimelhing 
•  d«w  to  preirul  the  evil.  IIr  wtu 
b>l  tb«re  were  fnudi  on  boUi  nidei,  ai 

idmitled  frankly  by  IbeecntlemaDfrom 
•,  (Mr.  P....t«*nO 
.  apMd  with  the  gentleman,  that  thp 
ilisB  wu  ni  lu  ibe  efficiency  uf  the 
■tpnpoHd.  Upon  Ihia  «e  (lifler.  Mr. 
Ii  It  would  do  much  good  in  the  coua- 
lUulbeeitieit.  At  reasons  of  clcclion 
t  aeqaainl«d  with  the  peaplv  were  in 

BCeaBTMsii^  thedisirieUa  ilay  or  tiro  I 
to  Uw  election,  and  ucettainine  how  i 
tWMid  probably  be.  If  ilic  countiei  I 
mk  their  Comminioiien  :ind  other  olTi-  I 
tlliaU,  Ihi*  rtstriction  of  Gre  dnys  re- 
■imld  prarent  many  fraudulent  votei. 
»  Meartaiued  a  day  or  liru  licfore  the 
Ihli  aither  aide  would  be  in  a  xmall 
,  Ikar  uidit  import  a  few  voten  from 
MfKt  aUB  to  ipare  them,  and  thiu  by 
ilMl  of  aUTpIus  ytAen  from  any  onedii- 
rf*  majority  in  alltheotlien.  in  most 
ufiee  there  are  pcnons  who  vole  where 
MB  to  be  at  work,  beinE  msidcnta  of  the 
bollMTingna  fixed  place  of  abode.  In 
taf  the  deaicninE.  iheiP.  men  might  tie 
nia  In  any  diitrict,  by  being  employed 
dlifbelbre  the  election.  Andapin,  the 
tbe  alectioog,  in  sone  eountiei,  bold  the 
opinion  that  ■  man  may  vote  where 
hk  waibine    done,      if  a  man  go  to 

a  dBT  betore  the  alectjon  and  have 
Ine  there,  be  might  vote  on  the  ground 
(are  him  residence. 
nwnixH.  Are  we  to  provide  j'udgea 
mtand  their  duties  > 
m.  No.  But  we  ibould,  if  we  cnu, 
MoplefroffltheDecessily  of  haTine  these 
dacidad  by  them  at  nil.  Mr.  T.  said 
■ma  would  Im  the  elect  io  Baltimore, 


g  daction*.  It  would  pretent  eolonli- 
dlf  and  the  counties ;  and  if  it  did  no 
nne  tbousht,  it  was  at  leut  worth  the 
HUB  00  one  had  ^own  that  any  Injury 
nan  wa*  likely  to  reiult  f^om  ita  opert' 
I  ioahted  0\al  a  ptirtiat  remedy  was  bet- 
Dallaw  the  ctiI  (oprofresiwitlioatany 
larrvat  it.  Hebelieved  that  the  people 
would  Tavor  a  restriction  of  Ihii  Um, 
a  Invar  tiae,  u  tendii^  to  proMrre 


I  our  (ree  iuiititutMm,  the  penoaueoey  uf  which 
we  all  have  so  much  at  Tieart. 
Afr.  WaiKa    moved    to  amend   the   pending 
I  amendment  by  adding,  at  Ibe  end  thereof,  tbo 
j  following : 

I  "ProTiiled,  That  the  voter,  if  rei^uired,  ihall 
I  make  affidavit  that  he  did  not  move  into  the 
I  etertion  district,  tu  effect  the  election  then  beioe 
I  held."  * 

I  Mr.  RiDoaLT  hit  compelled,  notwithslaoding 
I  his  ptevioui  determination  not  to  mingle  in  this 
.  debate,  to  oMka  mdm  remarka,  in  reply  to  the 
I  Kentlemali  from  Prince  Georga't,  (Mr.  Tuck.) 
I  That  gentleman  expressed  surprise  that  there 
should  |be  found  any  nun  who  was  unwilling 
I  to  iiiJilaiD  the  puiiRcution  of  tbv  ballot-box.  He 
desired  to  ank  thai  gentleman,  if  he  coiild  «up- 
I  pose  that  there  wu  any  gentleman  in  this  Coii- 
I  ventioo,  who  would  oppose  its  purification.— 
I  Then  was  more  a(  the  lime  of  this  Convention 
Icat  in  the  disewiion  of  what  are  either  unnec- 
cesiary  or  irrelevant  questions,  than  of  those 
I  which  are  relevaat  and  necessary. 
I  The  otneci  of  every  gentleman  is  the  purifica- 
I  thon  of  the  battot-box.  To  effect  tbil  cofflmon 
'  object,  some  siipoote  that  rcstrirtioni  are  necea- 
sary,  others  think  Ihcj  are  not.  Ho  never  could 
have  supposed  tliat  the  gentleman  frcm  Prince 
George,  would  have  brought  up  here  that  estra- 
onllnarv  story,  of  the  attempt  of  the  Centlml 
Whig  Committee,  to  buy  over  the  Gmpire  Club 
of  Hew  York.  The  gentleman  ouj^ht  to,  as  he 
hoped  he  would,  have  done  the  Whig  CoDtnl 
Committee  the  justice  to  aay  he  diabelieved  the 

Mr.  TncE  explained,  and  said  the  Whig  Cm- 
Irel  Committee  had    refused  lu  <ntertain  lb« 

Mr.  RiDGKLT  resumed,  denying  that  any  mcli 
preposition  had  ever  been  made.  No  member 
of  the  Whig  Central  Commitlae  ever  dreamt  of 
such  alhing.  He  watsonv tbegentleman IVom 
Prince  George  bad  brought  forward  this  ami 
other  eaacB,  which  seemed  to  (how  Uiat  it  was 
nrccsiiaiy  to  imnoie  restriction*  on  the  Whigi. 
He  could  not,  alter  this,  wonder  if  some  Demo- 
crats Tolad  for  restrictions.  Be  eschewed  all 
farly  discussion.  Ue  came  hen  with  clean 
ands  and  a  pure  heart.  He  was  uDiopbisticated 
enough  to  go  before  his  constituent*  in  Baltimore 
county,  and  ask  them  to  elect  him  on  the  no 
party  principle.  He  wa*  so  gteen  as  to  believe 
that  there  might  be  found  in  a  Convention  se- 
lected by  the  people,  to  frame  an  organic  law, 
men  capable  of  rising  abore  the  evanetcout 
operation  of  party  feelings,  and  he  had  fbund  his 
way  into  this  body  with  that  impression  oa  his 

These  matters  are  altmUier  irrelevant:  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  main  oueation.  That 
bad  been  diseuieed  and  exhausteo.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambet^,}  conceded, 
that  the  remedy  had  been  so  diluted  by  its  re- 
dup.linn  to  five  dayi  rrsidenCR,  as  to  leave  hut 
little  life  in  it;  Ibe  gentleman  from  Ocil,  (Mr. 
.UeLena,)  bad  well  qualified  It  ■*  a  hommpathic 
da*e;  and  in  reteience  loathe  would  ask, e«i 
b«iwl    The  otmoet  that  had  been  advaneed  in 


f (vor  nf  Ui*  rnlrlction  I  .     ,.,...     

it  niiht  do  aome  rood  j  whil*  be  himMlf.  u)d  Ms 
friBnai,  who  stood  opposed  to  it,  contended  thai 
h  would  do  much  h«nn— operating  more  •giirul 
leal  th»n  illegtl  voten,  \n  diaqukli^Df  many 
oTIiis  former,  ind  few  of  the  Ittter. 

In  framic^  an  omois  Uw,  nneh  nun  be  left 
to  the  diicration  of  the  LtgMttart.  He  IM  of 
Congnsi  directed  tlie  creation  of  olectioaidis- 
trieti  in  Ibe  Statea,  but  the  detaili  were  left  to 
the  LegTshturea.  GiBrr  local  rKuIalion  m  Io 
raidenee  in  diitricta  wbiui  an  eoDunuallT  cbaog' 


Ing  Ibeir  boundarj  lii>e«,  ibould 


be  left  to 


the  action  ofthe  muaieipal  tuithoritiEs.  It  v 
proper  that  lecal  regulations  thouU  be  Bade 
tiy  local  aatborities.  Amoag  the  frauds  alleged 
to  havabeen  eofamttted,  tbatof  eoloniiatioo  wai 
a  fraud  of  one  municipal  anthotitj  upon  anotber 
aathoritjof  the  aune  eharaetar.  "0111  catiDot, 
however,  applj  in  caaea  when  votea  are  Vgrc' 
£Bted  tbrough  tbo  Slate.  It  can  odIj  apdr  Io 
electlona  in  CoDgretwMial  diitrioti.  Itwfl]  e,p- 
plj  to  Baltimore,  where  owing  to  the  conQ|iii(j 
of  Tolei,  coloniiation  doei  exht;  and  In  reftr- 
enee  (o  thii  matter,  both  parties  ^are  obooxiouii 
to  ceniure.  In  the  rural  dittrieti  of  the  Stale, 
tbe  elective  franchise  was  in  a*  great  purltj'  a 
buman  inSrmit;  will  permit. 

The  great  cTileznti  in  Baitlmoracit},  whkh 
it  divided  into  l«o  diitrict*  for  Cocgrtitional 
eleelioM.  Then  diitricta  have  bean  twice  gsi- 
rymandered  by  the  whig  part]'.  Since  the  jeat 
184t,theeTtl  haa  been  tbe Iruit  of  partj  lagis- 
latin.  TheLegiilBturahaTethepowertacorreoi 
this  ETil  bj  an  nonest  apportionment,  and  to  pre- 
Tenl  the  colonization  of  Toten.  It  i*  nottubt^ 
«loubled  tbcH  CTili  have  ariwn  from  the  drirs 
•^partial.  Batweareuot  makioga  Oomliiu. 
tion  loreacbeTeTT  contingeacj  which  may  at-lsc, 
Tbia  it  an  iaolated  caw  In  MarylaDd,  and  can  be 
enred  by  the  liegialatiire  withont  any  pioTMlan 
in  tlw  otganle  law. 

"niii  pronoiltioD  offirs  dtyi  rciideuce  would 
beprodnellTe  of  htconnnieDce  in  Ibe  niraldis- 
trict*.  A  great  number  of  the  penona  reilding 
In  the  Interior,  are  laborera  wbo  are  cooUnualty 
pusing  oTet  the  linei,  ftxun  one  district  into  an- 
othar.  It  is  much  worse  in  Battiuor^  where 
tbouMndiorperNins  who  have  no  Itxad  demi- 
cil,  are  daily  passing  over  imaginary  Ibiei,  and 
it  would  be  wiser  to  allow  them  to  vote  wbere 
IheT  are,  Ihanto  make  reatrlcliou  which  would 
diiJranehiie  many  legal  voters. 

He  then  put  a  case  to  ihew  that  even  if  the 


tempjaled  by  tbe  friends  of  the  measure,  anil 
would  not  prevent  illegal  voliog. 

In  reply  to  what  had  been  aald  by  the  gautle- 
man  from  Prince  George'a,  aa  to  the  ainplkiiy 
of  the  judges  of  eUctioo,  be  contended  tint  the 
gentleman  was  Diataken;  tliat  the  alectian  laws 
were  aimple,  that  tbey  bad  bean  pithi  the  bands 
of  the  juogaa,  and  that  wme  of  taofe  judges  bad 
beau  judgw  &«  many  jeart.    But  admiluiig  mal- 


adttftnklratkn,  that  waa  bo  ai  gm t  Milim  fl» 
law  ItMlf. 

It  had  been  asked  on  the  other  aid*-  what  t^. 
edy,  if  any,  we  propond  Ibr  ilteBl 
with  a  purpoae  of  impugning  the 
natlaauB,  who  had  nitad  aifiiint  i 
It  waa  chafed  that  wblttt  ««  flnn  i(M,«i  H. 
mittad  llM  existence  of  the  eril.  On  a  Ibrtwi 
occasloa.he  bad  urged  as  ■  ramedvJhaf  fMol  lib- 
on  the  ballot  box,  waa  an  evU,  ^teh  endlfi 
better  reached  hycwrethan  by  11  iwaWafc  Ibttit 
uld,  that  IDegal  voting  riunM  be  daduetivE 
tknum  crime,  that  a  thigleef-  '""  "- 
upbyigmniltiloat  ponisEmen . 
by  example,  to  abate  (be  evil, 
had  been  mat  by  honorable  gentlemmJ* 
tended  for  distrtet  retidenee,  aa  amnMf.trtt 
aggravatienoftbeevil.  Tbey  had  ebanewfw 
it,  ai  an  invitation  to  Ulegal  voth^  and  bU  MJ 
peahd  to  the  utter  inefficiency  of  exMint  fim 
lawi  for  such  a  purpose . 

He  WIS  free  to  admit  that  the  piMcnt  jUwl 
laws  against  illegal  voting,  have  !-'-■--•  "-" 


the  necessity  of  their  re,-—, , , 

itltutjonaf  other  laws;  which,  rMOsntali^  flb 
vice,  as  one  of  tbe  deepest  moral  tnipRndl,WM 

Evlde  a  penalty  commensurate  wnhdwciHL 
admitted  that  the  exhihig  penal  la«t,  i^^ 
to  the  ofTenee.    What  are  tbey?    Wl|f,.1 
provide  a  mere  fine  of  a  ftew  dollara  Ibr  4  fl 
siou  of  that,  vrhieh  has  been  agibi  nl  H 
ebaraclBriied  h)  this  Hotite  as  tile  i^ — *~' 
most  cherished  right  «f  ft«emen.    Wl 
{watand  that  such  a  penalty  would  Ibr  a  ■ 
restrain  a  peraon  deprave)  «m 
the  act  of  illegal  votlnt^    No  si 
penal  laws  are  mere   waste  paper ;  Aaj  I 
proved  utterly  useless  ;  and  it  was  time  to  tar 
by  tbe  experience  of  the  past,  to  i       ■■-•*■ 
punishment  for  illegal  voting,  as 
and  enormity  demands. 

He  was  ready  to  make  illegal  voting  an  iuk 
mous  crime,  a  just  cause  of  <liafi'anchisi 
and  by  this  remedy,  rather  Uitn  by  the  imPHf 
tion  M  shackles  upon  the  right  of  t^uQraniWMa 
involve  tbe  innocent  with  the  guilty,  oa  h^lA 
in  some  degree  to  purge  the  ballot  box.  Ue  «a»-, 
eluded  byaduMniiniog  hisfriebds,  that  (headap-, 
lion  of  this  restriction,  would  be  to  open  fii 
door  for  all  the  propositions  toberevivea,  wfaidi 
had  been  rejected. 

Mr.  Davis  rose,  in  the  language  (of  a  |b- 
tinguished  Senator  of  the  United  StalM,*% 
Htablish  tbe  truth  of  history."  He  taamd  'm  M 
few  remarits  which  he  had  iddremed  ItnOlll' 
mittee  a  day  or  two  since,  he  did  fnjnttiM  ttw 
populous  and  distinguished  county  m  titttftim' 
Re  wished  to  make  the  mmdt  liMW>liMI' 
la  giving  the  history  of  her  effbrts  to  nACktM^ 
own  Internal  aftlra,  he  made  an  impoctaBtaiift< 
'in,  which  he  now  wished  to  nipply- 

He  then  leslalad  tbe  faoU  in  relaUati  to  Ik 


residence  as  a  qualiflcalion  for  tin  ■ 


of  ISM. 

k  odlouL  unjuit,  ud  ^inNiT* 
ettoii  of  rndetick  taaaxj  natl 
nni*d?  Tint,  by  tbe  gaaOuMB 
kM«,  (Mr.  BpHtcu,)  wLo  mU 
wUg  neuara  iolroduMd  to  d*- 
HD,  tbt  then  Gonrnor  of  Mu|> 
MBin  of  Fraderiek  countT,  ud 
r  Mr.  BiiiL  who  declared  tbit  he 
MMin,  *i»d  introduced  ■  bill  to 
miit,^gntenlilek«t;  but  Mr. 
k  whif ,  tnd  a  roinorlly  of  tbe 
■gwbip,  he  defeated  hlta,indcir- 
mthnagb  the  Lcgiilature  tgainii 
gUiut  bis  wiibci.  Now  he,  (Mr, 
f  a  word  ibout  Ibii  being  a  wh» 
Ismocralic  mmure.  He  mituded 
m  nniure  of  the  countj  of  Fnd- 
itioned  tbc  names  of  three  tentle- 
•  of  lhi«  Convention,  who  won 
of  the  Legiiliture,  without  clw- 
aither  whigsordemoenli.  It  to 
two  of  Ihem  were  whip,  and  one 
How,  to  weaiien  the  force  of  this 
unple  of  Frederick  county,  who 
.  valuable  precedent  for  llie  veij 
'  cemidention,  It  ii  to  be  detiouti~ 
if  nieasure,  and  party  feeling 
._■ -■- influence  here,'"" 


wawre — upon  no  other  principal 
)t  and    illiberfll  principal,  "that 

can  come  out  of  Naiarelh." 
inds  the  can   with  Ihe   honorable 

Ftcdericlc,  (Mr.  BnaaO    BylocA- 
k>  the  hiitoiy  of  Ihii  matter,  it  ip- 


«r  rfihe  House  of  Delegates— it  ii 

4  not  by  whig  lote*— that  at  Ihit 

nocraU  being  in  a  majority,  a  bill 

d,bt  a  Mr.&amptonofFrederidc, 

■onber  of  Icry  court  districts,  from 

Waj  Mr.  {>aii)pton  a  whi|1 

Mr.  Crampton  was  a  democrat. 

Very  well.    That  in  this  bill  ie- 

.  donocnt,  this  same  rettrictlCD  bt 

■ttbtnlhe  lerycouit  district  wai  re* 

•dneed  fVom  six  months  to  lizt]- 

naiOBable  time ;  and  a  further  re- 

ab  mentlu  rMidence  withhi  the  dl»- 

sra  person  elecled  lUgihlt  to  the 

Did  this  bill  became  a  law 
npiied  inthetffimiatiTe.  Hehetd 
8«l  Id  hii  band,  and  found  Oils  bill 
a  mplirocDt  ta  Ihe  act  of  1638. 

DM  I  vote  for  it  f 
-would  answer  the  Ecntleman. 
■r  fnn  the  jounal  of  the  House  of 
At  Ihe  ayes  and  noes  were  called 
MS*  of  tbe  bill,  but  he  took  It  for 
two  Miah  expcrienoed  and  aiime 
Dm  gantleoien  ben  Fr«derfafc,a»d 

a  feen  Carroll   '" " 

HMbarofthat 

I  Barer  havo  aafered  ao  odioua,  op- 

■iigwta  restrietloa, ^  -*— 


Ur.  D«Tia.    U  would  have  been  my  eiv  I" 

»  BnHleaaD  wha»t»  »w  ao  obnoBaaaa  Haa- 
-  Ji«l^  ba  BOW  eaaridtn  thia  to  ba,  about  to  p«a, 
(D  hoTs  imtHad  k«m  biand  to  call  the  ayaa 
si)dBaea,t)MthBnkblneoidhia  nana  agtati 
it.  But,  ha  aaked,  did  Iha  geotlanM  rato 
>|alaat  HI 

Mr.  Baaa  replied  in  the  affiitnalife. 

Mr.  Datib  cooUoued.  Well,  ao  tlus  bill  pas- 
sed with  theae  now  obnozeoa  and  odkwa  Aatnn 
in  it,  and  so  it  oonliBHed  Ihe  kw  for  Frederick 
iTimnty  til!  1B4d,  when  Ihe  whifi  beipg  a|ain  im 
[^awer  thejr  allarad  tha  law  ao  aa  lo  reduce  Iba 
lumber  of  diatrlola  far  the  lery  eonrt  to  tit,  but 
,0  pleaaed  were  Ihey  with  the  new  batuio  of  la- 
iMction)  hitndiMad  by  the  damocraU  in  IMS. 
thattbey  incoiTontedltinlbablll  of  1844,  and 
so  It  stands  the  kw  of  Fradarioh  ooonl},  Iha 
graat  raf  wm  county  of  tba  Slats  now.  Ha  bald 
It  up  aa  an  ezani}ila,fr«nlhBhMbadof  rafim, 
worthy  the  eanaidaralioii  and  '— '♦n'*"  of  this 
CoBmiltaa,  and  if  ha  pcMaaad  the  tact  and  par- 
liameaitBiTaldlland  knowledge  of  the  geatknaa 
from  Camll,  (Mr.  Baowv,) — not  now  io  his 


tlonofflvedayiH 

He  deprecated  the  introdnelioo  ofparty  feeling 
or  part*  action,  into  this  debate,  or  thb  ConTatt- 
tion.  It  bodea  do  food  to  a  banneaioua  roaull. 
HewasnolberelbranyiQehpiirpoae.  Haoaaa 
not  here  loelevatetha  whig  party,  or  to  pmcuia 
the  dswnfU  of  thedemacntic  party,  bat  far 
higher  and  nobkr  objeek.  He  cataa  baia  to 
iend  hia  faable  aSorU  to  the  fiiniation  of  a  Cen- 
ttiution  tot  Iha  Skta  ef  Naryknd  which  will 
'  I  the  rise  aad  downfal  of  partlea.  He 
■rhig,  tod  kaawn  to  be  a  whi(.    Tat,  ba 

faj  htmaalf  mwocthy  the  naiae  of  whig, 

kffaadld  netfteltbat  be  coiM  ao  (kr  eUTata 
'  ovepar^  flielhui  and  party  action,  as 

tefarlheboaer,  the  walhM,  and  proa- 

perity  of  tba  whota  State,  bieipaet(*e  ofpar^. 

Mr.  RimuL  indicated  bk  iotentko  at  Iha 
proper  tiaa  to  oftrlbalUlewkig  pn>TiiBaB,wbioh 
would,  he  tboB^  naet  wHb  the  Tiawa  of  maoy 


wWw 


of  Totera. 
Every  ftce  white  wale  eltlien  of  this  State, 

and  no  other,  above   the   age  of  twenty-em 

year*;,  having  resided  twobe  noathi  m  a  eitbm 

Iknaf  in  tbeaonnlj  next  pteeadlag  the  aleatioB 

at  wUob  he  eftti  to  vote,''  Ac.,  lie. 
ne  aasBdweni  bavng  bent  read, 
Mr.  R.  renarked.  that  he  wished  to  lay  a  hw 

woidtbi  regard  lo  ihh   nnlvenaUy  adnilted 

bMdiwUAweropraetkai 

k  the  atak  of  Maryland, 


■-  gmatsl,.  .     ._    _      _ 

I, '  nair  couatlet  shoaU  be  eselodad  fran  V 
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chftrge.    It  lecmeJ,  howBTer,  to  be  a  mtltn  of 
pnenl  notoriety  tbitthm  ft«uds  did  axItL 

The  pnlletakn  from  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLahx,) 
liBdrefernd  tothe54th  irticleof  the  CoMtitu- 
tionofniG,  by  wbicbitwould  be  wen  thit  Die 
fiamere  ol  Ibftt  ioitnuneDt  did  not  refUM  to  en- 
tortiio  a  ■uspicion  that  frmndi  of  tbU  kind  nigbt 
exitt,  bermuie  the  design  of  that  artiele  w»i  to 
preTcnt  tiieir  comminioD.  Thatiuok  frendadid 
D^n  to  preTail  to  >  much  gnater  extent  about 
the  year  IflSS,  wai  naoifeit  from  the  ordiaaDco 
pueed  in  May  of  that  year,  by  the  corporatloD  of 
Baltimore.  The  enormity  of  the  otII  bad  then 
beeome  ao  apparant  that,  in  addition  to  tbe  Cod- 
atilntiooal  proviiiooB  and  to  the  acta  of  Auem- 
bly  opoa  the  subject,  the  corporation  paued  tiii 
ordinance   impoaing  puns  and  peoaltiM  upon 

Sinans  twice  vating^r  <rotiiie  in  the  city  of 
iltimoro  without  the  Ingat  rigbt  lodoao. 

It  ii ad  been  eaid,  that  the  ConTontien  was  about 
to  impose  new  restiictioria.  Burely,  ai  Ihe  bi- 
crease  of  population  demanded  luen  restriction;^, 
they  ought  to  be  eouted.  Fref  >uuh  to  the  your 
1S09,  these  erib  did  not  esiat  to  any  serious  e\- 
t«t .  Tbe  propeitj  qualification  wm  such,  Uiat 
mrioglothapernunent  and  known  ibodei  of 
the  TOleia,  the  same  necesnty  for  swb  eoBct- 
neoti  did  not  eaist.  Siuca  then,  tbe  aapeot  of 
thing!  had  ereatly  chanced.  Ho,  however,  was 
not  one  of  Uiose  who  beliflTed  in  primitiTB  puri- 
tj — and  pone  other.  He  liolieTed  that  tliere  was 
n  much  purity  now  in  tbe  world,  an  there  oTcr 
litd  bcenj  hut  a  different  condition  of  thingii  esib- 
ted  at  the  present  timo.  There  liad  been  a  greal 
increaseof  pupulalion,  tbe  cxizencics  of  whii:h 
bad;now  to  be  provided  for-  Ho  referred  to  tJic 
TariDUs  lawa  which  bad  been  psaied  by  the  hcj-. 
iilature  at  Tariou*  periods  to  moet  Ihe  roquiru- 
nentt  of  the  time*. 

SomucbfoT  theBTcoalfMcofthefrauda.  Whji 
than  was  the  remedy?  Tbe  oTil  was  plain  and 
Mlpable— manifest  to  Iho  eyes  of  all  men,  italli- 
ug  abroad  at  noon-day  before  the  ejea  of  men. 
«nd  cillinc  loudly  for  a  remedy.  Where  was  it 
tobefounaJ  In  public  miinion  and  incriminni 
laws,  aoine  genUemen  said.  Were  Ibey  in  ea.!- 
nestf  Had  not  public  opinion  been  errayed^aiiil 
penal  statute*  been  fulminated  against  tbki  crime, 
and  of  what  aTkil  bad  they  been?  No  more  tbau 
■omnch  waste  papei. 

When  a  mude  of  redressing  one  of  these  aTil?i 
w*apr«ienlad,gwitlemBD  answered;  "That  is  not 
the  neat  eril;  it  i*  lonia  other,  by  which  wc 
are  defrauded  of  our  rights  and  illegal  Totes  a<i- 
mitted."  When  a  remedy  for  anotber  fraud  wu.~ 
presented,  the  ssjue  answer  wait  given.  Aud  thiii 
creiy  measure  looking  to  the  cure  of  the  disease 
was  TOted  down.  He  had  uo  doubt  of  the  sin- 
cerit;  of  gentlemeo  who  opposed  these  vaiioui^ 
propositions.  Their  error  was,  that  eacbgeDtlfi- 
man  regarded  cme  particular  mode  ■•  tbe  enl^ 
mode  by  wbidi  the  evil  was  tobo  reacbad.  And 
hi*  frland  from  Charles  (Mr.  JaairBa,}  ened 
with  othen,  in  bii,  (Mr.  It's,)  judgment  That 
gaatlaman  Uiougbt  that  a  Rogistrj  Law  was  the 
iMMdy — another  found  it  in  criminal  lawa;  yet 
if  we  W  Uwa  all,  they  would  acaiMly  aooou- 


plish  the  object    WanraM 

not  what  patty  waa  to  balraUt  Up  or  pot 

by  them,  he  wootd  rote  for  all  iMUiina  shbit 

lated  to  eAet  the  object  to  anj  vMbbL'  VI 

these  measures  were  calculated  to  do  M;  Otttt 
of  Ihem  could.  But  that  loinMhiofguatlioiBM 
was  obrlou*.  ' ' 

He  referred  to  the  pastage  of  tbe  ijiwle  di» 
trict  law  by  Congress— to  the  &ct  that  BaUlmMc 
'  hereafter  be  entitled  to  at  least  two  tepre- 
''ves  in  that  body,  and  thenre  al^ed  Ikt 
iiwoaily  of  tbe  reaolutjon  as  to  that  city,  in  or- 
der that  the  intent  of  tbe  law  sbould  not  be  de. 
ffaated  by  pefions  in  one  of  these  districts  castinf 
TOle*  in  the  olher.  He  alluded  to  tliQ  cqoiw 
which  bad  been  adopted  by  Frederick  county  in 
tezard  lo  tbe  elecliaii  of  certain  oSicen  thm: 
and  contended  that  some  general  restriction  of 
ihe  kind  must  be  impoaed.  Five  days,  he  admit- 
ted,  would  not  accomiilisb  the  objtct  as  efledU' 
ally  as  a  longer  perjoa,  but,  ai  had  bo«n  remark- 
ed oy  a  geDlTEman  who  had  procedvd  him,  if  bt 
could  uot  got  a  whole  loaf  he  wouti]  take  half  i 
toaf,  since"  half  a  loaf  was  better  tlim  no  bread." 
He  desired  tliat  every  renlriction  which  promtwJ 
to  accompliili  tliu  great  object  in  view,  shonJJ 
be  imposed,  and  even  the  restriction  of  fixe  diji 
rDsidcnee  would  give  aji  opportuniij  ui  delect 
and  cipobu  the  falin  btatcmenta  of  men  wbn 
might  olberwiic  fraudulently  attanpt  '~  — '' 
Ho  should,  therefore,  vote  in  favor  of 
striclioii.  limited  as  it  was,  and  diould  al  tti 
proper  time  olfcr  tlio  proviso  of  whldl  ha  W 
given  notice, 

Mr.  DoasKv  ri»e  -,  not,  ho  said,  to  H^V  t    i 
spoeub,  but  to  sl»w  what  toomed  to  bo  K  tmilK    < 
of  dispute,  that  these  frauds  and  comntiOM  #1    i 
eiiil  in  tlio  State  of  Maryland,  and  Hi,  ftv    i 
time  to  time  called  forth  llie  action  oTtteU^ 
lalure    for  their  suppression  and  putdalUMiC-*    - 
He  agreed  with  tho  gentleman  from  lUllllM    ■ 
countj(Mr.  BuciiuiaN,)tbattkaudt4UMtMM 
in  that  county.  But  what  was  tho  rooMB  t    11* 
gentleman  had  claimed  that  it  waa  beaona  Iks 
people  thenuelreu  h 

iptiblo,  beyond  the  _ 

sduclions  of  fraud. 

U.)  might  assign   a  i    „ _ 

Baltimore  couuty  theru  wan  a  DetnoecaUi  ae* 
jorily  of  some  eight  or  twelve  hundred  «*M 


£  1 


ruptiblo,  beyond  the  reach  of  tl , 

seductions  of  fraud.    How,  peihapa,  ho  (lb 
might  assign   a  very  diserent  ntaok    fe 


upon  tlie  franchise.  (Laughter.)  Thaiifcrfck 
was,  Ihst  lliese  frauds  did  not  exkt  !■  lof- 
more  county,  or  in  the  other  parts  of  tho  SUa 
(Bane  wed  iaugbtor. }  Ho  diseUimad  OW  likt* 
tiou  to  naka  impulation*  on  the  Bily.^Bo  id 
never  seriously  heard  the  cbargo  of  briboiy  tkM 
although  he  had  heard  of  lllepi  TotiB|> 
But  he  bad  risen  to  show  that  tbk  U 
liog  had  bean  a  pi 
that  it  ought  to  t 
from  the  Acts  of 


1  riHii  u>  snow  uai  lam  ui^BS  vr  t 

a  a  pn^ressivB  kind  of  oifeMk  Hf  j 

to  be  prevented.    Ho  &■  Md  — 

I*  of  Assembly  the  pHiTl*laoi1|l-  ^ 


^IH 


TS 


»« 


HM  ill  anomi^  u  cleirly  at  the 
iMii  lltMiMd  to  him  that  thete 
if*iTW«««TU0Be0  of.anr  thins,  warn 
jam  iiSdaBt  to  midf  this  GoBfaotioQ 
ItavBNiithmTeboeoa  promwive  Tioe  o( 
loomqptiiM  upon  the  biulot-boi,  whieh 
oocnetioD  and  paniihiiieBt.  And  he 
«BOB  IhenaeaMity  of  reitrietita  pro? ia- 
Ifoofpartj  acU  in  the  part  or 
itloo  In  the  fiiture. 
taldnK  the  flooTi  the  Chairman 


Mr.  flkBMT,  ofBaltimma  eity,  mofed  that  there 
hn  A  orfl  of  tha  GooTention. 

I  ^airr*"  aald  that  tiie  motion  waa  not  in 
naeonmitteehadno  right  to  a  call. 

i  iiig  andMuui  eould  move  that  the  eommit- 

lanikik  Boidarto  make  the  motion  in  Conven- 

MmiTsa  and  Boca  an  am  asked  the  yeas 
.  «■  the  pending  amendment  of  Mr. 
VwUah,  after  aome  eonrenationi  were 
li  raashad  aa  follows  : 
4inMMw— Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
^Suirtooe,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Lee,  Chambers 
irb^Mltehen,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Randall, 
ItfLWaena,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Brent  of  Chaa., 
UmMt  Jenifer,  John  Dennis,  James  U.  Dennis, 
CMrfMd.  Daahiell,WiUiams,  Hodaon  Goldsbo- 
iMriL  EeelBBtMi,  PhelpB,Tuck,  Sprigg,  Dirick- 
MB.  MsMstilar,  Hcarn,  Fooks,  Jacobs,  Annan, 
MnHfliKT,  DaTis,  Kilcour«  and  Smith— 39. 

JMMse— Messrs.  RIcaud,  Buchanan,  Chand- 
kr.  WiBlTi  Uoyd,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Chamb- 
en  afCtefl,  Miller,  McLane,  Bowie,  McCubbin, 
r  Oraaon,  George,  Wridit,  Shrirer, 
flmpington,  Stephenson,  Magraw,  Me* 
Cuter.  Nelson,  Thawley,  Stewart  of 


„-.....   ,  Haideastle,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  BalU 
^■v'  «ltrf  Brent  of  Balthnoro  city,  Presstman, 
Wwn.mtlhjt  Meill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine, 
ftiWiiiH  f¥eber,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  Fitzpatrick, 
riHfc»t  Shower,  Coekey  and  Brown— 4S. 

Wo  te  unendmeiit  was  rejected. 

Ifr.  Jgmvsft  ezpressed  his  gratification  that 
Hw  sfiHimittee  baa  at  least  progressed  so  far  in 
Hi  ndta  to-day.  And  he  sent  up  to  the  Secro- 
t^y%  fahla  an  amendment  which  he  desired  to 
Mi  (novidfaig  for  a  R^istry  Law.) 

Bte/UoBlBT  faidlcated  his  desire  to  offer  an 


Mr.  Jknrsa  said,  if  it  would  not  give  rise  to 
ka  wmdd  waive  his  motion  in  myor  of  the 
(BIr.  DoRsar.) 
,T  said,  he  desired  only  to  say  a  few 


Iftu  Jnnnft  withdrew  his  proposition  for  the 


H^.  DnMBT  thsn  mored  to  amend  the  amend- 
Migt^-hf  iUiUng  out  hi  the  fiiat  line,  the  words 
•SktoMiK"  aal  uaerting  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
watt  •««»  Vnited  Statea." 


aJfc.OaMtt  briefly  gave  hia  reasona  for  mor- 
ImI  jMandflMnti  wuah  waa  intended  to  make 
vimi  Jidilkt  otharwlBa  be  reprdad.aa  a 
tor  fC.Mbl»  na  it  waa  eontesi&l^by  mm 
^rtilhaiiMimafdyiKt»wa  righto  withm 

a  A 


the  Stole  of  the  citizen's  residence,  wbiktothera 
Inaialed  that  it  conferred  political,  as  well  sa 
civil  rights. 

Mr.  OwiMif  here  raised  the  question  that  this 
amendment  had  been  disposed  of  a  few  days  aro. 
But  it  appeared  on  reference  to  the  journal,  that 
the  proposiUon  was  adopted  I7  Mr.  Wcam  as  a 
moaifieation  of  an  amendment  offered  by  him 
and  rejected,  without  a  distinct  roto  being  taken 
on  this  amendment,  it  was  again  entertained. 

Mr.  DoasBT  said  he  regarded  it  as  the  settled 
opinion  of  this  ConTcntion,  that  it  has  the  right 
to  preclude  naturalized  c/4izens  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  electiTc  franchise  within  the  SUte, 
because,  by  the  act  of  naturalization,  no  poIHI* 
cal,  but  ciril  r%hts  only  are  given.  If  the  act  of 
ConcresB,  passed  pursuant  to  the  Coiistitution|ot* 
the  United  SUtes,  conferred  political  rights,  ire 
have  no  power  to  restrict  these  rights.  If  the 
naturalized  citizen  possoscs  the  right  to  vote,  we 
cannot  limit  his  eligibility  to  fill  any  offiee  jin 
the  SUto;  and  by  assuming  the  right  to  restrict 
him,  we  concede  to  him  civil  rights  only  acquir- 
ed bf  naturalization.  His  object  now  was  to 
remove  all  existinc  doubto  on  the  subject  His 
object  was  not  to  deprive  him  of  any  right,  eivil 
or  poUtieal,  which  he  before  possessed,  but  to 
secure  to  him  the  elective  franchise  of  a  native 
bwn  citizen. 

Mr.  RioozLV  said  tlie  amendment  proposed  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel, 
takes,  m  his  judgment,  a  proper  distinction,  and 
he  hoped  will  be  adopted.  A  man  may  bo  a 
citizen  of  the  State,  and  yet  not  a  citizen  of  tho 
United  States.  The  act  of  naturalization  con- 
fers only  civil  rights — political  rights  arise  out 
of  the  compact  of  State  goTemment  and  itn 
legislation.  An  alien  may,  liy  Stoto  lenslation, 
be  authorised  to  exercise  citizenship  for  Stote 
purposes,  or  within  the  limits  of  the  Stote,  and 
yet  not  being  naturalized  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  entitled  to  the  immunities  of  citi- 
zens of  other  Stotes.  The  Stoto  may  relieve 
a  foreig^r  from  the  disabilities,  which  its  laws 
impose,  but  cannot  make  him  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Stotes.  The  amendment,  therefore,  ia 
broad  and  comprehensive;  covers  the  whole 
ground;  inasmuch  as  if  the  person  be  a  citizen 
of  the  United  Stotes,  and  has  the  residence  and 
other  qualifications  prescribed  in  the  section,  he 
is  citizen  necessarily  of  the  Stoto. 

Mr.  Bowia  said  no  foreigner  could  be  a  citi- 
zen of  Maryland  who  had  not  been  naturalized. 
No  foreigner  can  vote  here.  He  may,  by  an  art 
of  the  Legislature,  be  permitted  to  hold  real 
estate  in  Maryland.  But  this  does  not  make  him 
a  citizen.  He  cannot  be  a  citizen  of  the  Stote 
until  he  has  been  naturalized;  when  he  Is  nature 
alized  he  then  becomes  a  citizen  of  the  Stote  in 
which  he  has  been  naturalized,  and  also  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States.  We  are  engaged  in 
making  an  organic  law,  not  so  much  for  citizens 
of  the  Unitea  Stotes  as  for  citizens  of  our  own 
State.  A  man  might  be  a  citizen  of  tlie  United 
Statea,  and  yet  not  a  citizen  of  this  State  not- 
withstanding his  residence  of  twelve  months 
within  the  Stote.    He  might  in  fact  rrtiide  here 


twtnlj  TBiH,  KDd  jat  not  bcadtiMn  of  Ihii 
SliLtB.  He  wiihcd  to  confine  lb*  light  of  Mflnge 
lo  the  citizens  af  the  Stale.  When  uf  fMeifn- 
er  ruidentBiaongu*  innatunliied.he  becomCB, 
n  tnilMlt,  >  oiiiian  of  Ibe  Htato.  There  wai 
no  fraund  then  for  the  new  born  ajinpathy  of 
Uin  (tentleiDUi  from  Anne  Arundel,  for  nalnnli- 
led  foreigner!,  which  he  oonfeawd  biMMolf  lU' 
able  lo  eomprehcnd.  He  did  nrt  wirii  to  otan 
the  door  for  llie  idmiiiion  of  rotare  from  MOer 


able. 

Mr.  RiDOEi-T  repeateil  that  an  alien  migbt  liy 
Aol  of  Auemblj  ne  aulboriied  to  bold  real  ea- 
ate,  ha,  m  inilanii,  beeomei  a  citizen  of  the 
Stale,  except  a*  rcEardi  the  right  of  Toting. 

Mr.  SriHCEH  inquired  if  a  perwn  ia  that  fJi- 
aition  eoiild  be  called  on  to  aerre  in  the  railitia. 

Mr.  BiDccLT  tuppoted  not.  It  wai  idle  bovr- 
ever,  to  waiile  lime  in  Ueacribing  theae  dilllnr:- 
tions.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Anne  Arundel  would  carer  the  whole  giound. 

Mr.  GwiNH  put  a  caaa  bj  waj  of  analog}. 

Mr.  CiitFiELD  aaked  bj  what  rule  a  "oiticen 
of  tb'a  Btaie"  ii  defined  1  Who  ii  a  eiliMn  of 
ihu  Stale  of  Maryland  t  The  terni  ia  IndaSnlte. 
Unleu  deHned  by  the  Coiutitutioa,  the  L^piifi,- 
ture  will  hare  power  to  docliro  who  are  eili- 
zanx.  The  power  of  th«  Legialatur*  fat  thia  re- 
hpect  should  be  limited.  Ualei*  taUraiood  by 
exprtM  proriaion  of  the  "---■-' — '--  '■■-  ' — ' 
iature  miRlil  dc'-  ''  - 
xed  should  be 
KBntleman  Iruni  Prince  Georgea  ptepared  toen- 
trual  lliit  power  to  the  Leglilaluni  wiUioot  re- 
Mr.  Bowti  thought  ttiat  hii  friend,  who  bad 
put  this  queilion,  might  haTe  learned  from  the 
elementary  booki  whit  waa  meant  by  the  tarni 
cittzen.  As  «oon  at  allegiance  to  a  goremmant 
liegini.  citiienililp  also  begina.  It  begins  wiih 
birth,  in  the  case  of  the  native;  with  nMiuvlita- 
tion,  in  the  cnteof  an  alien.  Allegiance  to  the 
United  Slilei  wna  citizenihip  of  Ibe  United 
Stalei.  Ha  was  of  opinion  that  no  unnatnrtii- 
xed  foreigner  could  be  a  citiwn  of  MatTlniid. 
Any  law  which  ihould  admit  such,  would  M  un- 
constiiutional.     He  had  no  doubt  of  It. 

Mr.  GaiiPKLD  tlianked  hia  friend,  for  hit  re- 
ference to  the  elementary  books,  but  he  waa  not 
latislied  irilh  the  aniwer.  It  ia  admitted  that 
neither  this  Convention,  nor  the  Legislatut-e, 
could  confer  any  of  the  rights  of  aciiueaof  the 
United  States.  But  Maryland  is  m  ■omnign 
Slate,  and  can  apportion  political  power  at  dis'  ' 
cretion,  to  sny  or  all  claaseaof  her  inhabitant), 
to  be  exercised  within  her  limita.  Bbe  nay 
grant  to  an  alien  all  the  privileges  of  •  chiaED 
of  the  Slato;  and  allegianee  will  begin  whan  tlie 
grant  is  accepted. 

Mr.  SvF.HCEB  reftrred  to  the  language  "fhie 
white  citizen"  used  in  the  anMadmaot  of  tb« 
s^enlleroan  from  Kent,  and  ahw  in  the  ~ 
tioa,  and  asked  wbathar    * 


oilkenaflbeUDHadatnlMF  Coali  uf  .Itav  tf 
the  Btite  maka  hin  Mt    Hh  pnta  <M^ 

iof  natunllzatlM  lawa  wH  eadd  kf  1km  iUlM 
to  the  Oeaenl  Oovanuaant,  •&!  CUMme  AM* 
has  the  pewar  to  dedete  who  ahaill  MdUUH 
of  the  United  auiw.  Nomuk  tba,  vWMiM 
a  nativA  of  Ibe  United  Suisa,  OM  be  h^b 
mUhb  of  Iba  UnHad  State*  eunt  ts  OmUS^ 
ed  Stklca.  Then,ei  the  gwUaasMi  fto»  Ww 
OeorgM  aava,  aHegfaiiee  ud  dtiaiMUp  btjjto 
tecrihar.  do  coMMn  Hoae  ttfla^as2a3£ 
sen  ofiha  Slate  moit  have  been  ban  la  lh«  SlaK 
orunatconelnbjproeeiaeflavi.  IntjM- 
turaliiod  forelgaer  la  a  clUata  of  tbalwM 
SUtaa,  and  of  every  Bute  of  ibaUaieBiaad  bAt 
apraparrasideaeeinHatTlaadveaUbaaBtillld 
lotbepRTilageaofaaltliea  erilafylaad.    ■• 

aawnodificHltrinlhatliiac.  ' TlnTaiw. 

could  not  the  United  Stolas  smnBoa  thaie  mt- 
ioB«  to  the  field  to  daAod  the  United  Btataaf 

Mr.  CusriiLD.  NatunUaalion  enoftn  oAr 
eivU  and  not  polUicat  righta.  PalKlMl  lUS 
are  the  fruits  of  Slate  aovaiiaiott.  1W  ag^ 
nentaaflba  gaotlenan  from  Fmea  Onim^ 
and  Queen  Anna'a  bad  fdled  to  eoa*tMi^L 
The  Stalea  alone  eonld  ^portka  |ntBlhiilMiri| 
and  deeltra  what  clawH  of  nenom  mfiutt 
it,  and  on  irhu  tonm.  In  nHiM^abM  «»» 
miltod  to  vote;  and  ia  lUiaoli  Here  imS. 
than  Uaryland  i    The  power  exIUa  la  UliBUJ, 

and  unkM  reatraiaed  bf  Iba  V llflW  itj 

Ltgislature  nay  axareiH  iL 

Mr.  BaaiTT,  of  BaJtiBwre  dlr,  aada  rnttwii- 
marka,  in  which  he  atatad  fliatU  bad  baas  daab 
ded  that  as  aoon  as  a  a^urallaad  alliaaa  ti'tm 
United  Stalei  entan  anv  Slato  of  (be  Un)n  t* 
settle  and  fix  his  ntideDee  thm,  be  bacMaia 
hat  hefa,  a  citiUn  of  the  Sttfa,  and  iTheaadSa 
totEatermioftbeUw  &dnc  the  Ih^  ol  mI^ 
dence  required  for  a  qualifieatioB  to  voU,  ntea 
right  to  vote.  The  coona  of  JUiiwii  M^S 
eoDstinction  of ber  power  coaititaU  no nlaM 

Mr.  RrooELT,  read  from  the  CDnititiUions  ef 
til  of  the  Stotes,eztfacta  to  sTiow  what  constnic- 
liona  vera  put  on  the  term  Gitiz«i.  In  theae  ex- 
tracts the  word  wax  used  in  a  broad  senie- 

Hr.  JEuirxa  raftrred  to  the  CemtitutioQor 
the  United  Stata,  and  laktil  ifiDj  gcnlktou 
auppoaed  that  an;  quoatioa  muld  ever  arise  lo 
bring  this  question  into  dispute.  He,  hisuelf, 
ftllverydearon  the  iubject,  until  the  aigumeab 
he  had  DOW  beard  fhnn  the  diitinguJEhml  law. 
Ten  round  him,  had  insttlled  a  doubt  into    bl) 

Mr.  DonssTtaid  afew  woidi  ian^Uttl 
gentleman  from  Prince  '"itn^'s,  rl  atalarf^W 
Eebad  before  nned  in  deft  n«  of  the  amwIftttL 
andiaid.atihou^  he  was  guilty  efpcrtlMaK 

...  ._.. , — _  frMB  niiiw 


. .  was  asMried  by  the  gentlataaB  Unnb  Miiee 
OeMge'B,  In  adbariag toUtepiiitda  alUCilaa^ 
nhatio  eontndietMMi  by  the  faatleMa  iMk' 
Prince  Goose's,  whoBaya,tb«tB«aab«MdMV 
ontbeaubJaaL  Tet,haTlnt  lbnM<bl»M«a 
OB  Oa  adi4aet,  after  matara  tMlMSS^ 
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fis 


wtth  hit  Mmi4  froa  Priim  Gfoig«'i 

qoMtioo.    BecauM  ia  ad- 
tot*  he  had  baao  chained 
b^ikvlliaclianipkHiQf  ■atwaliaad  nitiaww 
iMwduuiiploD  of  Bobodf ;  he  had  Dop»- 
and  hadtbe  unaglaatioQ  ofhb 
ly  ftaa  froM  theiii,  be  naTar 
wachaahaiga.  UedidiieiBore 
JMH  what  he  UnmtA  hto duty,  to  mahethe 
of  the  Gboathalioa  m  ezplloitBe  to  fie* 


I  aanall 

■aiaw 


r.  MMovaaM,  U  leemad  to  him  that,  upon 
beCore  the  Coareation,  geatlemeD 
■idea  aaoie  fory  nearly  lo  an  agrae- 
T9€  hM  ova  part,  m  agreed  in  the  opia- 
Ine  fMtleman  from  Queea 
I  Ihon  eureMed  on  the  otiier 
he  wai  latiiMd  that  either  term 
tta  popoae.  Jn  the  Comtitatioo 
M  ft  orifiDally  itood,  the  word  **eKii0n  of  the 
IMM  MaCaa,"  or  ''ciUaen  of  the  State"  was 
MtMataad.  In  that  uatrumeat  we  frond  the 
iHBwaivaaa  ^nDOft"—«'people"— ••freemen.*' 
INt  in  Ihavear  1810,  when  the  right  of  niffrafe 
ManBMmdithefe  waiaprovinon  that  every 
Aw  «Utn  aiale  eitiMn  of^the  State  ihouM  be 
mdUad  to  toCo.  lliat  term  had  eiood  the  teat 
aNhitf  yaaw  without  produeing  a  single  incon- 
•r  dfAonhy.  Itappeared  to  him  that 
Maolbeanyolijeetion  toitsuse.  He 
UfaeeaoMhetheivfat  that  the  dignity 
efthn  fliita  of  BlaryJand  wouhl  be  consulted  by 
»tD  Ihniiea  that  there  was  sueh  a  thing 
aCthatfltaia.  When  the  gentleman 
leounU  (Mr.  Somislt)  had  eited 
of  Ifaa  GMMtitations  of  other  SUtes, 
jQ.)  had  taraed  to  the  CeosUtution  of 
«r  Vlqfbia,  of  the  histOfT  of  wUeh  he 
kte.  The  woMs  there  were 
M  of 4he  roMMiawaalth.**  He 


13' 


hanly  angMt  that  polsihiy  the  words  *»a 

I  af  Marymod,"  veie  BMre  appropriate 

^  •'a  eitinn  of  the  United  Slates." 

■hram  watrmplate  with   pahtful 

I  poaifldU^  that  there  oTer  could  be 

of tfw States efthis Union.    BntH 

that  thraa  or  Ibur  of  the  Stetes 

iw—4bat  them  oyght  be  a  rupture, 


Tl?i 


A«3Ri 


ition  which,  if  it  should 
10  the  people,  and  ealeulated 
IhMr  hnaor  and  interest,  might  en- 
lacoBa.  And,kdungtothepos- 
aitbar  of  the  evenU  U  whiah  he  bed 
aaanr.  lis  would  prefer  that  a 
wad  wah  wes  ippiieahle  to  the 


and  Mft  Doasni  made  mutoal  eab* 


X  U.  Pwnws  eaid,  that  somaof  the  Statea 

^^faTorHftafS.    If ctberSlates haTe this pow- 
^M la  to  ba  piWBnui  tbet  wn  have. 

IhijMilbm  wen  tbmi  tahsn  on  the  amend- 
MStdfllr.  Ootsn,  end  Ihn  fete  wasdaelarad 
la  Va,  ynaa  at,  nays  80. 

•iMmtad  thii  there  waa  a  «|s- 
il  9  li^p  wmber  of 


standing  up  in  a  limited  6psce  in  that  extreme 

auarter  of  the  hall  which  immediately  fronts 
ke  Committee  room.) 

Several  members  called  for  a  re-oouot 

The  Chaiumah  seid,  he  wai  sure  of  the  cor- 
rectneu  of  the  count,  but  wai  willing  to  make  a 
re-count,  if  desired  by  the  Committee* 

Mr.  BaaNT  called  the  yeas  and  najs. 

Mr.  PnBLPi  submitted  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  call  the  jess  and  nays,  after  the  result  of  the 
vote  bad  been  announced. 

Mr.  Maoraw.  We  were  lo  thick  in  tiie  cor- 
ner here,  that  we  could  not  get  out  /Laughter.) 

Mr.  Baairr,  of  Baltimore  city.  1  will  state 
the  reason  why  the  yeas  and  nays  shadld  be 
taken.  If  the  event  to  which  the  gentleman  has 
leierred  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union — 

Mr.  BocHAVAM.  (lnter|>o&iiig.j  This  is  clear- 
ly out  of  order,  Mr.  Chaisman.  The  gentleman 
has  no  right  to  speak  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  BasHT.  I  have  the  right  to  state  the  rea- 
son why-- 

Mr.  Buchanan.  Oh!  no,  you  have  no  such 
right 

Mr.  Jamraa.  If  we  adopt  this  principle,  why 
may  not  a  gentleman  get  up  on  every  question 
and  say  he  distrusts  the  count  of  t^ie  cbair,  and 
ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  CBAmnAir.  The  Chair  presumes  tliat 
every  member  of  this  body  is  an  honorable  man, 
and  would  not  make  such  a  statement  unless  he 
believed  it  to  be  true.    (Laughter.) 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and 
being  taaen,  resulted  ai  follows : 

•^Irmcftve.— Messrs.  Chapman,  President, 
Morgan,  Blakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud, 
Lee,  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Mitcnell,  Donaldson, 
Dorsey,  Kent,  Weems,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Brent, 
of  Charles,  Jenifer,  Ridirclyt  Johu  Dennis,  James 
U.  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Williams,  Hod- 
son,  GoUsborouEb,  Eccleston,  Phelps,  McCuI- 
loogh,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Dirickson,  MoMaster, 
Heam,  rooks,  Jacobs,  Annan,  Schley,  Fierv, 
John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Davis,  Waters,  Smith, 
Parke  and  Cockey— 46. 

JVWetfoc. — Messrs.  Randall,  Buchanan,  Chand- 
ler, Lk>yd,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Chambers,  of 
Cecil,  Miller,  MoLane,  Bowie,  Tuck,  Spencer, 
Grason,  Oeorge,  Wright,  Shriver,  Biser,  Sap- 
pinglon,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  Magraw,  Nel- 
aon,  Carter,  Thawley,  Stewart,  of  Caroline, 
Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city^ 
Brsnt,  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman,  Ware, 
Neill,Kilgour,  Weber,  Hollyday,Slicer,  Shower 
and  Brown— S7. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  tlie  amend- 
ment as  offered  by  Mr.  Waaaa. 

Mr.  BocuAVAM,  moved  that  tlie  Committee 
riM. 

Determined  in  the  affirmative* 

The  Committee  accordingly  rose,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair,  and  the  Chairman  /e- 
ported  that  the  Committee  had  in  obedience  to 
order,  bad  iht  said  report  again  under  considera- 
tion, and  had  come  to  no  conclusion  tliereon. 

And  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
ing  akTSD  o^hwk*. 
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tioD  was  goius  to  gire.    It  was  not  Uiat  time  was  (renewed  laughter)— and  to  regularitj  of 

wanted   bj  &e   Ckunmittees— 4)ut  that  it  was  As  to  the  latter  difficulty,  this  reaolutioB 

wanted  by  the  CooTentioD.    Then  was  already  set  all  that  matter  right.    As  to  tbe  diBt,||wUe 

busineiB  enough  before  them  to  occupy  them  men  knew  very  well  that  many  of  them  |^  baC^ 

three  months,  and  before  that  time  had  elapaed,  ter  here  than  they  were  aocustomed  toat.lwa. 

other  businem  would  be  presented  for  their  con-  (Roars  of  lau^ter.)    Among  this  clais«  bs Jhad 

sideration.  no  hesitation  in  placing  himself. 

He  cordially  sustained  the  resolution,    and  He  thought  that  the  labor  of  tbe  mind 

hoped  it  would  meet  with  the  favor  of  the  Con-  be  done  out  of  the  Convention— that  fsi 

vention.  should  reflect  upon  the  matters  before 

Mr.  KiLcoua  said  that  in  voting  against  this  ^d  that  when  they  came  here,lJiey  ihoiddhe 

resolution,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  do,  he  obey-  P"Pared  to  act.    But  he  caUed  for  ooM(^ 

«d  the  voice  of  at  least  one  of  hfa  conrtiluente,  acUon.   Mr.  S.  illuslraUd  the  condiUon of  tbmp 

who  told  him  before  he  left  home  to  take  care  of  »«  ^«  ConvenUon,  by  tome  sundes  whioh  cnir 

his  health.  (Uughter.)   And  he  had  promised  Aw  ted  much  amusement.         .^    .      ,                   * 

that  he  would  dS  so.  (Renewed  laughter.)  Was  In  concluding.'he  referred  to  the  change  w^ 

it  not  enough  to  kill  any  man  to  sit  here  six  or  ^^  ^^^  P'^w  this  day  m  the  onenUoo  eflbi 

sevenhounaday?    Eipecially  hard  was  it  as  previous  question.    That  change lis^  been  mde 

concerned  the  rJporteiT    Some  little  regaid  without  reflection  and  would,  he  thought,  j^^ 

certainly  ought  to  be  shown  to  them.    Yet  so  o^^^J  J^tard  the  acUon  of  the  Con^tijm.    Tbe 

great  wis  thS  labor,  and  so  apprehensive  was  one  ?°' ^'7  iTt?^.?''.*"  Z^^**  ^"'^J? 

5f  them  (Mr.  WnEELia)  as  to  the  result,  that  it  ^^^^''""^ *»«?«^  designated-concen  oTm^ 

was  understood  he  was  already  in  negocUtion  ^«  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the  Gbi- 

with  an  undertaker  as  to  the  expenses  of  ade-  ^5?^J»'**^  ^^^^.^"^•f^'^^^tt.u.n-^ 

cent  christian  ftineral  in  the  city  of  Annapolis.  J^J'  Chamkrs,  of  Kent,  moved  Uial  the  (^ 

(General  laughter.)    Now.afte/the  drscision  STV^"  T^^*i*!t*^  '"*.?  ^'""^'S*    ^^ 

had  been  caFried  on  for  a  short  time,  it  would  ^^i*«.  ^[Jt  waived  the  moUon  to  enable          ^  ; 

be  found  that  the  Convention  would  growUred  .  Mr.  MaaaicK    pwentwl  a^  commraietthi 

of  it;  and  the  result,  he  thought,  would  be  that  ™Vj^f,.  ;n?:rin!l"!iV«SS^ 

a  ConstituUon  would  be  framed  at  an  eariier  date  J"*  ^^  *^?^?*» J,f ^7*"?5/  statement  ofthe  popfr 

thansomegenUemenanUcipated.  "^'^^^fil'I^tth^'^i 


.,     ^                 J.  i^     ,.          .ji  L    j-j      «  'The  communication  was  read  and,  on «.« 

Mr.  STEwjax,  of  Caroline,  said,  he  did  not  ^f  ^r.  MBaaica,  was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

rise  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  saying  any  thmg  '^ 

for  or  against  the  resolution  immediately  under  the  elective  raAKcaisB. 

condderatioo,  as  to  sumest  to  the  ConvenUon  On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent. 

tlie  necessity  of  giving  their  vote  only  after  ma-  The  Convention  resolved  Itself  IntoCdMlIM 


ture  reflection.  How  often  had  the  rules  been  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Blakibtone  in  tbe  .-« 
already  changed  ?  The  whole  system,  as  regard-  .q^i  resumed  the  consideraUon  of  the  lepoitS 
cd  the  hour  of  meeting,  had  been  one  of  con-  ^m^d  by  the  former  gentleman  fromAe  <3M^ 
stent,  ccweless  change.  But  the  procraaUna-  mittee  ontheElecUvotranchise. 
tion  which  had  marked  the  proceedings  of  this  xhe  pending  question  was  sUted  to  be  eo  fti 
body,  grew  not  so  much  out  of  the  speeches  that  amendment  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wnn. 
weremade,asoutofthewantofconccrtofaction  to  add  to  the  end  of  the  amendment, oifoied  to 
in  and  out  of  the  ConvenUon.  It  was  necessary  Mr.  Chambbei,  the  following  woidi : 
that  there  should  be  such  a  concert  of  aoUon  by  <.  Provided,  That  the  voter,  if  raqmred.  Ml 
a  majority  of  the  Convention  somewhere,  either  ngiro  affidavit,  that  he  did  not  mSve  faitoS 
in  or  out  of  doors.  He  cared  not  how  that  end  elecUon  district  to  affect  the  election  tben  b«lt 
was  to  be  brouj;ht  about.  He  was  ready  now  ^ekl.''  ^^ 
to  go  into  a  Reform  caucui,  and  ascertain  who  mV.  Bochamak  said,  he  believed  he  wm  Mli- 
were  Reformers,  and  who  were  ready  to  do  tied  to  the  floor,  but  as  there  was  no  qaertimi  li- 
the business  of  the  ConvenUon.  Here  they  were  ding  upon  which  he  desired  to  be  hwdjie  w& 
floatmg  recklessly  about  on  the  broad  waters  of  yje'd  his  right  to  any  imntlemen  wST 
speculation,  evcr;y  man   entertaining  his  own  f^. 

views  and  adherii^  to  hb  own  pre-conceiyed  Mr.  Crambees,  of  Kent,  said  he  wu  . 

opinions;  and  if  thinn  were  to  go  on  in  this  offer  a  proposition,  whkb  he  sniipoMd 

way,  it  was  easy  to  foresee  that  the  session  conslHute  the  first  section,  so  far  as  tbeC 

wouW  be  proU»cted  to  an  indefinite  period.    He  Uon  had.  by  ite  votes  indicated  whet  ttet 

would  vote  for  this  resoluUon,  just  to  try  it.  ghould  be.    After  conference  with  aevvel w 

Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  probable  loss  tlemen,  some  of  whom  voted  on  one  Mn^lB 

of  health  by  the  members  of  the  Convention,  some  on  the  other,  in  relation  to  the  Teriov  iit' 

He  thought  every  gentleman  looked  pretty  well,  positions,  which  had  been  offered,  and  efter  bil^ 

(Laughter.)    But  it  was  not  because  they  sat  mc  some  difficulties  expressed  in  relalien  to  Al 

here  too  long,  or  deliberated  too  intensely  that  eiect  of  the  vote  on  the  proposition  ef  tbeffi^ 

danger  to  their  health  was  to  be  apprehend-  tleman  from  Anne  Arundel  (Mr.  DouBrTliSi^ 

ed.    It  was  to  be  feared  from  the  fact,  that  gen-  had  been   adopted  yesterday;  diflknltin  ertilk 

tlemen  lived  too  high— (general  lau^ter)^6en-  from  en  apprehension,   that  tbet  mmritf 

tlemen  came  here  aeeuBtomed  to  plain   diet  would  not  eflect  the  object  designadi  be  (Ifr.  ^ 
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.  «H  M  Mil  111  lo  aStr  •  dnt  McUon  ia  ■  farm 
wUm  M  thoncht  would  embodjr  the  varimu 
itewiaftka  CoDTKiiiaa. 

Unm^im  WMraMi  MfoUowi: 

"Ertrf  ft«a  vhitB  milo  pnwn  of  Innty-OBe 

SHifafiDr  iipvirdi,  who  (hitl  hava  bsen  | 
wjiirniit  prnrTiillrrrlhii  eleclioo,  a  ml- 
dMHafttaBtata,  ancllbriti  months  a  reiidmil 
afAa«l^af  Baltinore.of  Kowird  Diilriet.or 
■f  Mjr  MoBif  in  which  he  may  oBsr  to  rote,  and 
bstawsttba  time  of  the  election  a  citiien  oftlie 
ItaBii  SWM,  ihall  be  entitled   lo  lole  in  the 
wi  T  alwlloii  diitfict  in  which  he  raiidei,  in 
dl  ahiiillw  hMMftar  to  be  held,  ind  at  alt  luuh 
«lNtiM> tt* TCtM ihall  IM Uken  bj  ballot." 
n*  aMtkn  htTini  been  read  : 
Ur.  CiAjnaai  withdrew  hit  prevlt 
BMt,  nd  oCmd  thii  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  WaMi'a  amcDdoiBnt  thcnupOD  fell  to 
Ihl  pMHl  uder  the  operation  of  the   Parlia- 

'~~    beinB  on  Ihe  adoption  of  the 

rerai*^-"-  "     


than  puUed  out  of  hia  pnebat  u  aiMiidBMBl  which 
fa*  bad  tmoerad  with  a  view  to  let  hiiaielf  riffat 
before  IJm  CDovetilJaii,  and  ihowed  it  ta  the  la- 


id b;  Mr.  Ciitii 
id  lo  the  gentl 

after  the  wordi 

oTik*  Ualiad   SUlei,"  the  woTd*  "and  of  Uw 

iSonlty  wu  that 

.  ,  raof  the  ConveQ' 

te,  who  wmU  nprat*  the  lame  idea  In  dlf- 
1hm(  tHHfc  FmmiwUj,  he  hid  no  ot^eetioD  to 
it,nBMti)iatit  loaded  down  the  mcIwd  with 
|liMiuiU|j  which  could  bare  no  effect  upon  it 
Mr.  Bown  wplalnad,  that  tbe  «nly  dLfficulij 
HJM  ahoat  the  Battw,  waa  that,  in  hi*  judg- 
~n^  it  WM  sot  in  fact  true  that  e  far j  citiieo 


aClka  Uailad  Stalca  wae  a 


m  «f  the  Slate    thrown 


He  eonld  not  haie  dcilred  luch  a 
of  bii  amendment  ai  waa  charged  igaiMt  him, 
urith  an  J  linittar  dangn,  baetute  Ihe  report  would 
liiTc  bome  tin  aame  eonitnetion  after,  at  befbre 
liii  ameodnent.  It  fcadi,  "  Brary  free,  white, 
iMlecitiien."  Who  an  theaa  ciiisMia  who  hare 
uone  into  our  State  and  reaided  anton^  in,  and 
Licen  naturalized  here?  Thej  are  all  rciideDta 
'if  lbs  Stale.  Tbe  objection  would  appk  to  vw 
luralized  citiiena  [Von  other  State*.  Ha  naTar 
<  oonceived  tuch  an  idea  a*  poatponiDC  the  lifbla 
I  of  these  eitiuoi  for  tweWe  mantbt.  He  had  to- 
I  led  for  Ihe  preieDt  propoiilion,  which  carriea  out 
I  ihat  which  be  broucht  forward  yesleidaj.  And 
he  would  not  now  hate  aaid  one  woid  hut  to  at- 
plain  hii  conduct. 

The  quettlon  wai  taken  on  the  anendmeiit«f 
Mr.  Btepbenson,  to  iihke  out  lix  month*,  and 
insert  "three;"  and  it  was  rejected. 

The  quettioD  then  recurred  on  the  amendmcBt 
of  Mr.  Cniiuau,  of  Kent 

Mr.  Cuuietat  would  esplain  in  few  word*. 
Ori^nally  ererj  man  Toled  in  the  county  in 
which  he  reiidaJ,  and  anrj  man  in  ererj  part 
af  the  county  Toted  for  the  aame  officen,  whether 
Tor  officen  of  the  General  GoreniDient  or  af  the 
State.  There  wat  no  inch  thing  as  a  TOler  in 
one  part  of  a  couniy  or  cilj,  vaiinj  for  a  repre- 
■entali*e  of  one  district,  and  another  Toter  in  the 
tamocountjorcilj.  Toting  for  a  repreienlatiro 
of  another  district.  Thli  ■rrangement  wu  subse- 

riDllT  altered.    Now  by  the  act  of  1843,  the 
t  elerenwirda  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  are 


tsional  diitrlel,  and  the 


rfMMrtMd i»r  political  pufpcae*.  |  other  w  _      _. 

Mr.  OflABM  aaid  that  he  thought  the  amend~ '  being  part  of  Anne  Arundel  couniT,  fornii  part 
■■■^■a  it  MOW  raada,  waa  in  coDforaity  with  I  of  one  Conpvasloual  district,  and  the  residue  of 
tewMMapdopiniou  af  the  CooTCDtion.  U«  that  county  formi  part  of  another  Coni^iaB 
VMid  IkmAn  *ota  for  it  I  bavins  flill  jurisdiction  orer  Ihe  subject,  hat  de- 

Nrk  r^'—""  stmaated  that  Iha  pntlemab  '  elarad  that  each  State  aball  be  dirided  into  wpa- 
fa^nriaaa  GKUvaVaouU  moTS  his  amendment  <  rate  and  single  diglricls,  snd  it  it  theiefore  moat 
I  probable  that  this  interference  iMtveen  the  geo- 
a  amend  Iha  amend-  |  graphical  lines  by  which  Ihe  counLes  are  difiJed, 
rd  "  six  "  and  inaen  and  the  p)egraphical  linM  of  Ihe  Congreuional 
-■■■■"  oanm  UM  wom  "  mnntht,"  ao  as  to  '  ditlriett  will  occur  in  other  initancei,  aa 
■■k|Itind"thraaBanlhB.'i  ( the  inereasinf:  population  ofthe  United  Statai 

Sr.CtUNnuHprasaedahqw  that  the  Coo-  may  continue  to  require  an  increased  ratio 
MNtawndd  adopt  Iha  amendment  he  bad  of  -  I  of  rniretentalion.  Now  then  it  is  apparent 
ftn^  ■SMbUantlTC  propMitioa.     He  woulii  i  thalif  a  reaidence  of  six  monthsin  Ihe  couolf 

* •-  ■-^-* ■- <••—  or  city,  shall    entitle  a  person  to  tote  in  any 

part  of  the  count;  in  which  be  has  hi*  ae< 
lual  residence,  the  Totera  in  a  diiidad  coun- 
ty or  city,  have  adTanta^es  not  pcasessed  by 
thotein  olhercounlies.  Thus,  aman  resldin|in 
Prince  George's  county  for  ili  months  prior  to 
the  election,  mutt  lole  for  the  npr«Mnlatite  in 
CoDgreta  for  the  Gnt  district,  and  if  at  any  tune 
let!  than  six  months  before  Iho  election,  he  re- 
move* into  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel,  he  loecs 
hia  TOte  altogether.  But  his  neighbor,  liiing  it 
May  be,  not  one  hundred  yards  from  him,  yet  on 
Ihe  opposite  aide  of  the  line  which  divides  the 
two  oounlia,  and  thiu  ha*ii^  a  residence  in  the 
Gnt  d»lrict,  may  tij  removing  into  Howard  dia- 


propcaitiDD. 

lb  Biwtii  naa  to  rindieate  nlmtelf  againat  j 
~  aidM  Oltbe  had  been  actuated  by  aomc 
^.__iM%Bio  hk  eondoct  oo  jBaterday-  It 
MMMl>tn«  bMO  undarttood  by  some  gentle- 
MJ|aj1ks  oUael  of  U*  amendment  waa  to  peet- 
MilAaBMRMof  political  riehtt  by  natural- 
M  afelaiH,  bj  nmdriiig  of  Uiem,  aflar  the; 
fail  hm  satanliaed  here,  to  raaide  twelve 
■MtfM  ia  tha  Stata,  aa  vHl  a*  aix  month*  in  tbe 
wAik  BnwMlnfiiiBadbyhiscolleaKne,  altar 
1 — .-_  .1 1.. »  hat  nighi,  that  — ■- 


tiiet  tht  day  pmiotu  to  Uw  •iMtioo,  oMaia  bia 
TOla  in  the  third  diitriot.  Bo  •  TotNr  nriding  In 
Ih*  tirairth  wird  of  tha  eitr  «f  BalUmote,  mi 
cDlillad  to  vote  in  the  third  diitriet,  dmt  by  i«~ 


i(btTa«d*u- 


hii  *olB  nest  day 
tberefore  ohTious  tbat 

tap*  aad  pririlecei  not  coDimon  to  otber  citi- 
zeu,  and  it  ii  aibnitted  that  a  renedy  ii  imcm- 
nary  to  produce  equality.  The  ameiidmenl  now 
oa£i«d,  liinplT  proposal  tkat  id  all  caaM  a  Totar 
aha}l  hare  reiidad  in  hii  Congrenional  diitriet 
or  the  ditlricl  forwhich  any  officer  ii  lobe  ebo- 
atD,  for  fix  mootba  preTieu*  la  the  eiectiDn. 

Ad  erroDeoui  opinion  tMined  to  prenit,  tbat 
hedetiredto  lettrain  or  restrict  the  rigbt  of 
■nflta|e.  It  wai  not  so.  Hia  sole  object  wat  to 
necnre  to  legal,  hoaett,  fair  roten,  the  jual  ef- 
fect of  their  TOtCB,  by  preTinting  bin  and  fimud- 
ulent  Totei. 

The  amendment  he  now  oSendihada  furlbei 
proTiaian,  which  would  esteud  the  right  of  luf- 
Irage  to  a  cooiiderable  e1*u  of  pereoni,  who  had 
nerer  before  enjoyed  it,  but  u  he  thought  ought 
to  hare  it.  V/herea  cititen  now  remorai  from 
one  eounty  to  another,  although  all  tbe  lime  in 
the  (aiDD  aiitrict,)ie  cannot  vote  unleH  he  ha»  re- 
tided  aix  monthi  in  the  county  to  wbicli  lie  lail 


^hiaameikdiDMit,  he  would  havo  tliepriTr 
lueof  Toting  alwayi  in  aome  part  of  that  dii- 
tnct,  if  he  had  not  removed  entirelj  berond  it. 
7^  proviaioD  would  not  only  remedy  tuc  evili 
which  had  been  augEetiled  a*  lilcely  to  be  feltbi 
men  in  bumble  life,  whose  neceMities  required 
UMm  ftrquenlly  to  cban^  their  place  of  reaidence^ 
but  would  extend  the  right  to  quite  a  coiitidcra- 
ble  number  ofpenom  now  diafiancbiKd. 

Mi.  Paun-Mjtu  raid  he  had  a  much  atrougei 
objection  to  this  amendment  than  to  the  five  dayg 
reetriQtion,  as  applicable  to  Baltimore.  Tba 
ground  taken  by  the  Uallimore  delegation,  wan 
that  Baltimore  hid  a  population  much  groilar  in 
I,  than  other  counties  ;  and  tbe  bardihip 


Hr.  CaaMMH   then   ofiand  the  llDUnriig 


"And  ia  eaae  any  county  u 
divided  as  (o  form  portiooa  of 
dialrielafbrtheeleetion  ofC 
tur.  Delegate  or  other  officer 
entitle  a  penoB  to  vote  for  Mich  officer,  ho  mmtl 
luTebecn  a  raaident  of  that  partof  theoaiwjot 
city  whiciiihallformaparioriheeleotDnld^ 
triot,  in  which  he  offen  to  vole,  for  aix  nsMla 
neit  preceding  the  election,  but  a  peiMW  wha 
■hall  nave  acquired  a  reaidence  ia  luah  aauBfarOT 
■    -  oltoaT^bl 


Itw 

would 

ly  to  Tole,  If  thsT  could  properly  do  ao;  udki 
cited,  in  illuitration;  a  caie  in  whicJi  dlBmlly 
nvbtariie. 

Mr.  Paaaa  moved  to  atrikeout  lixnootfaiMl 
invert  "one,"but,anaiuggMlionfhmthaCWri 
that  tlie  motion  «a>  not  now  in  ordar,  vi^ 

Mr.  CuamBm  modified  hie  amciidnaat  If  fr 


IE  the  word  'ward." 


Eenllan 


loroe,  but  he  thought  it  wai  noteutintr  umM 
diScultiei.  llerefon,  he  eakad  a  Mb 
time  lor  il 


i«  Ttaidcnti  oTllallimiiie,  totboiT 
the  effect  of  the  reatrictioni.  lie  did  not  wialj 
to  oucoungo  or  countenance  any  fraud* ;  and 
eooeluded  with  eipreatiing  a  hopo  that  tlie  right 
of  a  legal  voter  might  not  lis  iufriuged,  leat  an 
illegal  vote  ibould  be  admitted. 

Mr.  HiaaicK  could  not  believe  it  poMJble, 
Ihatthit  body  could  put  all  the  counties  of  Mary- 
jaad  on  the  umo  fuoling.  He  initanced  the  ine- 
quaUtj  to  which  this  would  give  rise,  and  eati- 
■leadedtliat  laws  iliouldnol  bo  so  made  utoliBve 
-a  partial  operation.  The  amendment  now  offer- 
ed laeured  equal  lights  to  all. 

Mr.  AiDBKLv  stated  Uiat  he  had  TOtod  ngainit 
the  Ave  days  restriction;  bat  bis  difliculty  was 
entirely  obviited  by  this  amendment,  which 
broke  up  oalonizatKn),  and  gave  tufficieni  pro- 
trclion  to  the  le^l  Toiers.     He  would  go  for  it. 

The  queslioQ  was  then  taken  on  tlie  subetilule 
amendment  of  Mr.  CHtHaias,  and  it  was  agreed 


IVom  difficultiei.    llierefon,  he  s 
more  time  lor  its  examinatioD.    AatteHid^     i 
man  from  Kent  deiirea  to  promote  tfaaa^jMS* 
all  desire  HI  this  proposition,  it  migbtbadMkfr     ' 
,  ble  to  let  it  lie  over  until  Monday.     Ha  Milii'     ' 
.  in  brief,  what  wore   bis  objeiAiooei  and  aa  ■    ' 
'  wiihed  to  vote  for  it,  if  on  exaniaatiBa  ftw     ' 
objection*  should  be  removed.     He  wmildnli     , 
that  lliG  amendment  might  belaid  on  tba  Hilt 
and  printed,    it  can    be  again  affitrad  ta  tt 
House ;  or,  after  we  have  voted  on  aana  ati* 
amendnienli,  might  be  brought  up  agala  h  «» 
mitteeof  tbe  whole. 
The  Chub  intimated  tiiat  tba  motioa  wallM    ^ 

Mr.  CumaERs  made  a  fbrther  a:  , 

which  lie  suggested  tliat  ui  in  all  law*  fer^, 

tieal  purpous,  tiardsliipa  could  not  ba  la  aiaQT 

case  avoided.    So  it  might  poaibly  be  In  ai    '' 

ing  out  this  law.    The 

bad l>acu  deliberated  on.     ..   _..   . 

come  toUiecoiiclusiQu  tbat  if  weeannotadJW   b 

ilie  fnuicbiso  to  all,  we  ouy  to  loma.     Ba  III   £ 

uo  deaire  to  press  the  vote  now.    It  tal^t  ft  i^ 

poitponcd    until    Mtnday,   if    the  ConiM<^  m 

~t»  not  prepared  to  acton  IL  ._'„    -^ 

Mr.  Spavcaa  did  not  wiab  to  ba  nadanliate  ^ 
i>ppo*ing  the  amendment.  The  gaatlaaasAM  '^ 
Kent,  bad  forcibly  presented  hia  raaani.  H  >* 
Ilia  objections  were  not  obvialad.  Ha  hlfri  ^ 
ibeamendmentwould  be  printed,  altevhkEl*  ** 


bt  poaibly  be  In  aaiijl 
propoaitioa  now  aMt   ■ 
andtheCommiUMW  S 


SI 


might  be  prapBred  to  offer  aii  aiiieiidiiieiit,  which 
would  obf  iaie  his  objection!). 

The  question  wai  then  taken  and  the  amend- 
ment or  Mr.  CHAHBKas  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  8KU.I1AK  enquired  whether  the  amend- 
ment would  be  open  to  amendment  in  CenTen- 

UOB? 

The  reply  from  lOTeral  quartern  was  in  the 
afirMative. 

REGISTnT  LAW. 

Mr.  Junrsa  nio,  he  was  gratified  to  find  that 
we  hedjEOtten  through  with  the  first  section. 
That  dimcuUj  baTing  been  surmounted  as  far  as 
the  Committee  was  concerned,  he  would  now 
more  the  amendment  which  he  indicated  some 
daya  ago. 

**That  the  Legislature  may  proride  for  a  uni- 
form vegiitntion  of  roters  within  the  State  of 
MnrytaMt  which  shall  be  taken  and  held  as  Uie 
only  evidaoce  of  the  qualifieationi  of  said  ? oters, 
to  rote  at  any  election  that  may  heieafter  be  held 
in  the  SUte.*' 

Mr«  J*  aaid,  it  was  admitted  by  all  tliat  under 
Ihe  pneent  ayitem  frauds  were  committed  upon 
the  right  ol  luffrage,  and  the  purity  of  the  billot 
box  auiually  mTaded.  It  was  aUo  admitted  that 
a  remedy  ahould  be  applied,  but  it  was  objected 
that  none  heretofore  proposed  would  be  ade- 
quile  to  correct  the  e? U — hence,  all  have  been 
rajeeled.  A  registry  law,  with  proper  provisions, 
wsmed  to  him  to  be  the  best  measure  to  accom- 
plish the  object. 

Thedklieguuhed  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr. 
McLavB,)  suggests  additional  penal  laws.  The 
p— fU— n  frein  the  city  of  Baltimore,  (Mr. 
niBainiAirf)  thinks  that  the  committees  of  vigi- 
IsMO  at  the  polls,  the  most  effectual  preventive. 
TlaipBBtleman  from  Caroline,  (Mr.  SrEWAar,) 
layi.  give  to  erer^  voter  a  homestead,  and  other 
have  given  their  views,  but  no  defi- 


nite piopBBtion  made,  which  has  not  been  rejec- 
tad.  li  thui,  this  Convention,  seeing  the  evils 
ef  tho  Tiobtion  of  the  elective  franchise,  the 
inmimenUe  frauds  committed  at  every  election, 
ciBBeC  piovhie  the  remedy,  let  us,  at  least, 
plaea  it  ia  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  to 
smkasoeh  regulations  as  may  be  adequate.  The 
ngiilrylaw  of  1837*8,  which  was  repealed  in 
im,  k  raferred  to,  as  evidence  against  it  It 
ihoald  be  reeollected  that  that  law  was  confined 
10  Iha  cily  of  Baltimore.  It  was  partial  and  in- 
nfiaass  auay  believed  it  to  be  unconstitutional, 
» he  (Mr.  J.)  did.  It  unpo^  duties  upon  the 
elHlanaf  the  city  of  Baltimore,  which  were 
an  rnmmnn  tir  others  of  the  State.  The  law 
iimif  was  inadequate. 

%  adopting  the  amendment  now  proposed,  it 
wil  eaable  the  Ije^pslature  to  pass  a  Registry 
Law  with  such  provisions  as  may  guard  the  bal- 
lot baa  ftom  fraud  and  place  all  the  voten  of  tho 
aialB  apoB  the  same  footmg.  The  question  of  un- 
eaaaUlutionality  will  not  ariae,the  experience  of 
the  past  will  oe  beneficial  to  the  future— no 
heaeat  nan  entitled  to  a  vote,  will  be  deprived 
of  the  iMfitimable  privilege,  whilst  it  will  pro- 
teetthe  eftai^ve  franchise  in  its  whole  purity. 

CrenUemen  are  quite  indignant  at  the  proposi- 
11 


lion  to  make  five  da>s  rcsuieiice  in  an  elccdun 
district  iieceuarv  to  entitle  tlie  elector  to  vote — 
and  seem  tu  think  tliat  any  guards  thrown  around 
the  ballot  box  to  protect  it  from  fraud,  i»  a  re- 
striction upon  Uie  rights  of  the  elector.  It  is 
stigmatized  by  some  ua  opprensive,  a  grievous 
infringement  of  the  elective  franchise.  How  is 
it  that  five  davs  residence  in  an  election  district 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore  is  a  denial  of  tho  right  of 
suffrage,  and  tho  requirement  of  siix  months  resi- 
dence in  llic  countieit  should  be  a  Ju!>t  and  nece»- 
sary  restriction?  Should  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration  be  adopted,  it  will  apply  to 
the  whole  State  and  there  is  nothing  invidious  in 
it.  Reject  it  and  according  to  the  construction 
given  to  the  clau!«e  in  the  Constitution  by  tlie 
gentleman  from  Baltimore,  and  others,  a  single 
night's  sleep  in  any  district  will  entitle  the  elec- 
tor to  vote  m  that  district,  whether  for  delegates 
to  the  I/rgislature, members  of  Congrcss,or  at  oth- 
er elections.  Mark  the  difference  as  applied  to  the 
counties.  No  el^tor  can  vote  for  a  Governor 
or  member  of  Congre*is  until  he  shall  have  a 
bonajide  residence  of  six  months  in  tlie  county 
in  wiiich  he  proposes  to  vote.  He  may  be  eli- 
gible as  Governor  or  Reprc*sentative  in  Con- 
gress, and  elected  as  such,  but  cannot  vote  him- 
!i«lf,  unless  he  has  rcf^ided  six  months  in  the 
county.  Whereas  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  tho 
elector  can  crossover  into  any  election  district, 
and  by  one  night's  residence  vote  in  all  cases  of 
elections.  Is  there  not  a  bingular  inconsistency 
in  the  action  of  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise?  ^To  member  of  tlii^  body,  no 
honorable  man  in  the  State  would  deprivu  the 
honestly  entitled  elector  of  his  vote — no  honor- 
able roan  should  encourage  tho  vote  of  one  not  on* 
titled.  In  either  case  it  would  be  unjust  and  an 
infringement  upon  the  rightM  uf  those  entitled  to 
suffrage.  Butiralltheovila  attendant  upon  illr- 
gal  and  fraudulent  voimgy  cannot  be  arretted, 
does  it  follow  that  we  shall  not  make  such  whole- 
some regulations  as  may  prevent  a  poilion  of 
tliem. 

Mr.  RicAuo  offered  an  amendment  to  which — 

Mr.  FaassTMAN  suggested  a  modification  by 
the  insertion  of  tho  woni  "unfair,"  &c. 

Mr.  RicAUD  accepted  tho  suggestion,  and  the 
amendment  was  read  as  follows : 

Insert  after  the  word  '-.Maryland,'^  the  follow- 
ing: 

**And  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  of  all  who 
may  become  such  qualified  electors ;'"  and  add 
at  the  end  of  the  said  amendment,  the  words  fol- 
lowing :  ''or  some  otlier  uniform  prorision  where- 
by the  legal  and  qualified  electors  may  bo  fully 
and  truly  ascertained,  and  the  elective  franchise 
protected  from  all  fraud." 

Mr.  Jkkifkr  accepted  the  first  branch  of  Mr. 
RiCAUD^s  amendment  as  a  modification  of  his 
own. 

Mr.  KiLoorR  taid,  bo  desired  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Jsnifkr — 
by  striking  out  in  iIik  first  line  the  word  **may," 
and  inKorlinRin  lieu  thereof,  ^'shall  not.*'  Mr-  K. 
also  desired,  he  said,  to  make  a  «|MH!rh,  hut 
thought  he  could  make  it  better  on  Monday  than 
to-day.  Some  opportunity  should  also  be  nlloweil 
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to  the  Reporters  to  brinjc  up  the  proceedinni, 
mod  he  would,  therefore,  move  that  the  ODmmit- 

teerise. 

The  moCion  haTing  been  agreed  tn<— 

The  CooHBittee  rote,  aind  reported  prDfcrem. 

Mr.  Chambbr8«  of  Kent,  suf^geiited  that  an 
mwy  Biembert  were  abMnt,  er  froini^  awaj  for 
the  Stbbith.  he  would,  to  give  them  an  opiior- 
tupUj  of  heing  here  at  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 
Yeothm,  move  that  when  the  CoDTention  adjourn- 
ed it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday,  at  twelve 
o*eloek. 

Mr.  Hakiink  moved  to   snbitHute  ten  Ibr  { 
twelve. 

The  BOtioD  of  Mr.  CnAMBRai  (being  first  in 
Older)  was  agreed  to. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  Mon* 
day  ftt  twelve  oVIork . 

■  i 

MONDAY,  January  SOth,  18.51. 

The  Convention  met  at  twelve  o^cloek. 

Pnyer  by  the  Aev.  Mr.  Cairrirn. 

'rhe  roll  was  ealle<l  nnd  a  quorum  bemg  pre- 
sent, the  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Pbbsidcnt  announced  tlie  rpgular  order 
of  business  to  he  the  call  of  the  committee  for 
Reports. 

Mr.  JtNiFKR,  chairman  of  committee  No.  14, 
to  whieh  was  referred  the  order  to  enquire  into 
the  espMliency  of  reporting  M>me  constitutional 
enaetnent  by  authority  of  which  the  Aitnre  Le- 
gidature  of  the  State  ^hall  have  power  to  pass 
laws,  providing  for  tlie  removal  of  the  free  col- 
ored population  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
'*  asked  to  bedischarRed  fVom  the  further  conAid- 
eration  thereof,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  free  colored  population. 

The  motion  wa»  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stkpbknsom,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  Corporation;* 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  in  the 
new  constitution  for  limiting  the  time  for  which 
charters  hereafter  granted,  shall  endure  to  twen- 
tv  yean  ;  also,  into  the  the  propriety  of  vesting 
the  Legislature  with  the  power  of  altering  or  re- 
voUng  any  charter  whenever,  in  their  opicion, 
the  pnblio  interest  may  require  it,  but  in  such 
uiamier  that  no  injustice  be  done  to  the  corpora, 
tors. 

DOCBLB  SBSIIOKS. 

The  PaBsioBJiT  announced  the  unfini*hed  bu- 
siness of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resololion 
heretofon  offered  by  Mr.  Fiui,  providing  for 
momhic  and  evening  sittings  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Phblpi  su^e^ted  that,  as  the  attendance 
was  not  very  full,  it  might  perhaps  be  better  that 
the  resolution  should  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FitRY  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion. 

And  by  general  consent,  the  retolution  was 
laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

OBOBBS  or  IIIE  OAT* 

Mr.  WEtm  called  up  the  motion  of  whieh  he 
had  given  notice,  to  re-eoBsider  the  TOte  of  the  I 


Convention  adopting  the  resolution  heretofore  of* 
fered  by  Mr.  Thoma*  In  relation  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  map  for  the  xife  of  the  Conveotfiin, 
showing  the  honndories  of  the  mvctbI  eleBtlJB 
diMricts,  d-e. 

And  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the 
era!  Ion  of  the  motion  to  lecorisider. 

Mr.  W.,  in  explanation,  said,  it  seemed  to 
that  it  was  imprartirahle  to  obtain  the  liUhtae 
tion  sought  by  thr  mcolution,  and  the  only  djMt 
hv.  Iind  in  moving  a  reconsideration,  was  to  tae- 
hie  the  gentlpman  to  make  such  explaoalloiii  ,M 
would  perhaps  he  saltsfbctory  to  the  ContvatML 

Mr.  TiioMAK  said  he  was  under  the  hnprMilM 
that  the  gentleman  from  Calvert,  (Mr.  Wamsi) 


upon  ronfen?nre  with  the  officer  of  the 
lion  who  had  rharii^e  of  the  exenition  of  the  b^ 
der,  would  readily  learn  that  such  progretthad 
lieen  made  in  the  preparation  of  the  mpb-  ■ 
would  satisfy  his  mmd  that  all  the  lufinMBtlW 
asked  for,  could  ho  obtained  within  a  very  ItariM 
period.  Most  of  the  tabular  etatementB  <bIW 
lor  in  the  order  had  previously  been  flvdcMd  ly 
the  Convention  ;  and  the  only  effect  of  hii  (Mr« 
T*s)  resolution,  wmild  be  to  append  theae 
mentff  to  the  map.  The  hoimoaries  of  tliB 
ties  ;  the  boundaries  of  the  city  of  BaltiMOiB* 
of  the  seveml  wards  or  the  city;  and  imny  <  ' 
boundaries  of  the  several  subdivisions  oftlio 
ral  districts  were  already  delineated,  and  hB  wbi 
aniired  upon  tlie  authority  of  the  gentlCMaB  "^^ 
was  making  the  map,  and  who  waa  ah  « 
eneed  surveyor,  that  the  whole  of  tho 
would  be  completpil  in  a  short  tiine. 

The  occasion  did  not  require,  that  be  (Hr.  T«) 
should  assign  the  reasons  which  had  led  Ua  IB 
offer  a  resolution  calling  for  this  map.  Ho  alB* 
posed  it  wouhl  be  anticipoted  by  every  lalril* 
gent  gentleman,  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  intcniBi  l» 
make  mn  of  it  in  the  contingency  of  aprofborito 
to  sub-divide  the  State  into  several  single  elBBlli^ 
diHtricts,  for  the  choice  of  members  of  tho  R 
of  Delegates.  That  was  his  own  indivMUBl 
ferenee.  How  far  that  preference  would  be 
curred  in  by  the  members  of  this  body,  bB  M 
no  means  of  predicting,  He  hsd  eonferred  ^ 
very  few  ^tlemen;hut  he  knew  that  theie 
others  besides  himself,  who  had  such  b  pi 
ence.  Jf  there  were  only  a  small  minority 
who  desired  at  the  proper  time  to  espiBai 
reasons  for  prefering  this  mode  of  apportionadlli 
they  threw  themselves  upon  the  courtm  of  Ai 
Convention  to  afford  them  the  requisitB  wtOUm 
for  procuring  such  facts  and  documents  bb  mH 
enable  them  to  submit  that  preferred  ModB|B#i 
consideration  of  the  Convention,  if  it  oool^-W 
done  without  a  very  large  or  unreiionaMB  li* 
penditure  of  the  public  money. 

The  largest  portion  of  the  cost  hBd  wkmilf 
been  Incurred  by  the  officer  haTii^ohBisa  ''*• 
work.  He  had  employed  an  experliiiBl 
veyor.  The  whole  map,  Mr.  T.  suppoced, 
not  cost  more  than  twenty  dollars.  Alter 
map  should  have  been  prepared,  it  was  hii  ^ 
tlon  to  submit  a  proposition  to  have  it 
graphed,  that  each  member  of  the  Goal  ^^ 
Aignt  b&Te  one  or  more  copies.  The  UAO" 
graplilng  would  be  a  matter  of  shibII  ^ 


■  Cm  mbU  ■  Mpj  veuld  be  Uu  an- 
il took  Um  floor  but  jioldcd  for  the 

Mr.  Bimu.u,  who  rabrrcd  to  an  onlir  irliieli 
h>  ^  >fa«d  hfiafow,  It«uhu  ohJeel,be 
«id,M  alact  Ihrauih  iliitricU,  and  Ifail  eould 
ntfkm  MMmpinh^d  bj  lueceufullf  cmrrtinc 

—  "^ oDf  Ihapnlleminfroinrraderlck, 

1r.  R.)  lubmittcd  lo  Dm 

la  of  clcetior  dslaplei 


QKr.  !hiM*«.)    Ho . (Mr.  R.)  lubmittcd  lo  tlio 
Vmrmaloa  tbit  Uiii  Bioda  at  clcetJor  dslaple* 

Emm*  trail  ■»  Bcconlince  with  tHr  p1«a  *nd 

•ImUm  kgr  Iha  a 


life*,  not  CKtMidiM  bayood  Im  ■laulM  ,  bj 
tTtrtlprapaan*  atmtth  aawndfli. 
la  KMmttoB  haviiix  bmi  raad — 
:.  MoHiaii  md,  bo  deilnd  to  nkki  eat 


ntioB  MIowad  bctwi 


RivDkLL  md  HeHmi ,  wban  tba  latter 
man,  on  ■  innHtloD  to  ftat  tBtet  _.  ~ 
Ciiuniai,  of  Kant  Bad  h  wtalcb  Mr. 
«cqui««cad,  the   cooiidenlioD  of  Ibi 
postponed  nalll  lo-nomnr. 


latter  nlUa- 
Mda^Mr. 
Ir.HaHfHn 


■A  role  of  tha  countiei.        On  iDoUon  of  Mr.  Piblh,  tha  OsnwMka  f- 


ElectlTB  FnnchiM. 


fiMBcanMl  diitrietliDB  upon  Iheuup    "Diandrnmlof  which  ha  hid  rirenBotlee. 
«ai  in  pMcnM.     H«  belicTwl  alM,  that        «"■■  *»-^»'  •'■'^  ibmtMr.  Kitoora 


it  wiMiM'fc"'  iBpncliaabla  t« obuln  aoothar 
Uim^lltm  ialbfaiaiioa  nufbt  for — nunelf,  tbc 
~   '  ■  «f  tba  wTanl  aleation  dbtrioli  la  tbc 
Mii««,  wiihout  inetuTing  a  Taty 

■  Ills  nUitn  to  An- 
Ihe  OlMfc  had  annattad  the  difiioultj  of 
ylbe  anler  In  lb«  partlculir  to  wbieb 
^mttmaa  (Mr.  WKn»)  had  rafemul.  He 
nb.  T.)  Mti  bam  nariar  tba  impraniou,  until 
Wtmmft*  lifanted,  that  io  tlia  Eioculite  D»- 
pMMM  of  tto  Uowrnnent.  would  bo  Ibund 
mmm  «r  Aa  p>pal»,1iioo  In  aach  of  the  claetion 
Mitah,  taM  be-bad  baan  told  that  tha  Uarabal 
ufor  MaiTliitd,  had: 


wuiad  to  bu  room  bf  IndmodliaB. 

Mr.  TncN  then  took  tha  floor.  Ilahnd  dnn* 
so,  he  laid,  for  the  purpaaa  of  ittbmimng  k  m^ 
tien  whieb  would  betba  naani,  hatfaDa|ht,er 
mtIdc  Hueh  tine.  Ha  had  nfiastad  una*  It  ■ 
pod  deal.  ltwailha(llMcaBmlttaarft«iiid 
report  the  bill  under  conddafmlloa  to  the  CM- 
ventiou,  together  wHh  all  lucb  amuidaantt  n 
had  been  adopted.  And  be  would  itate  bria^jrUt 
viewiforlbiioouTMof prDcaadlng.  Itwaann 
well  known  that  if  tha  coamHieetal  a  mMk 
logger  on  tbis  bill,  ill  tbeae  elaoMi  wohU  ha** 
tocDoic  upinln  In  ConTBntioo.  UcAIIa^oi 
two  zgv,  ■  call  for  (lie  jeai  and  naji  in  toaiah- 
lee  had  been  in  order.  OentleHan  «eaU  have 
the  ume  blilude  in  CoDVMlioB  thatlktT  bad  la 
committee.     He  took  It  fc  '  " 


MlbalMd. 

'Hb  flflr.  T.J  had  sujjeilod  a  remedjfor  thii 
fiSMUj  wliich  it  aceiacd  lo  him,  woald  bo  Eat- 
MiotMy.  The  Sccrelarj  hid  eenl  >  circular  to 
the  N*ml  Clerks  of  the  Count;  Courts  aakiiig 
thatt  to  repurt  Iho  aggregtie  vote  in  the  dectioii 
dfertrkli  it  the  recent  elccthn  fur  Goremor. 
AMuMfh,  Dpon  tliis  information,  we  eMid  no! 
hitc  a  pTceitie  urcauni  of  ilie  inhabitaiili  of  the 
HTcral  diitrlcU,  we  coulJ  approiimiteMffielent- 
It  near  ID  it  for  iny  purpo«»  which  the  (^Ten- 
ibb  migtil  deiire  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  tVcEHi.  All  I  intended  to  uj  wii,  that 
I  oauidered  it  tmpracUcablc  to  obtain  the  popu- 
kti«a  of  the  clecliou  diilricu  in  the  countjrfrum 
Ibe  return*  of  the  retisut— that  there  wuuo 
data  upon  whicb  th^t  populalioa  (x>uld  be  aicar- 
ttinad.     I  wiilidraw  (he  muiioii  to  racopalder. 


latliwjItBdla 
dtbafgnAk- 


la  tbcm 


wlllldia 


-.  McHeHn*.     Willi   i;ieat  diflideoce   and 
MMie  miigivinc,  1  aSei  Ihc  riJIowiog  order : 

Ocdereil,  Tiii:Lt  tliO(feb:<l(i  onthearUcIeofthe 
eaoatitutiaD,  repoiLcd  by  the  conmittee  do  the 
dwtirc  Inui'ihiw,  fliill  lerouiuto  in  connittca 
af  flki  whole  on  Weduciidaj  the  31d  Itut,  at  two 
oUocki  P.  M.,  when  eadi  aaendment  peadlagt 
or  which  >my  be  oHiired  shall  ha  paiaed  Iqwo, , 
vHhoBt  aoj  rurlher  ditcnuicn  than  uplualoiT 


of  debate  hi  ConrentlooanTin 

tee,  and  be  was  free  to  m;  that,  ai  jwl, 
heard  nothing  that  was  wecj  wide  of^thi 
mate  mark. 


I,  heh 


■aved,  and  much  time  )n  other  reipecli  nved ; 
»nd  concluded  liy  axiTing  tliat  tba  Coamltlaa 

But  Mr.  T.  withdrew  tha  notioti  on  ■  luwaa 
tion  by  Mr.  McHbhkt,  that  ho  fBIr.  MeH  Jhad 
waited  his  rotolution,  becauie  the  QiainnD  of 
(he  Committee  on  EIccUoh  whiuH  pre>ent,aBd 
that  reaiOD  applied  itlll  laora  Ibreiblyio  the  pr*- 
leot  proposition  than  to  llie  other. 

80  the  motion  wi«  withdraws- 


to  the  anuidmsot  of  Hr.  JunrBa,  wliiali  last 
nanad  amandnMOl  pniidaa  tbr  b  ra|i(tnt>oa  of 
the  nanaa  of  Toleia  wMUn  the  SlatB,  kc, 

ne  aMeodBent  oi  Hr.  Suuv  waa  a*  fiil- 
iowf,  (Mr.  JKHirBk  having  aeouitMl  the  Cr» 
part (tflbaameDdneBt  BIB  ■odlieatloa  of  bia 
awn.    Add  the   Mhwias   w«d«  l»  the  and 
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"Or  some  olber  uoiform  proTbion  whereby  the 
legal  and  qualified  eketon  may  be  Ailly  and 
truly  aitcertaiiiediaiidthe  elective  franchtte  pro* 
tected  from  all  fraud.'* 

Mr.  J.  U.  DaKNit  ffave  notice  of  hit  inteDtion 
to  move,  whea  in  order,  to  amend  the  amende 
neat  of  Mr.  .Jmiraa,  by  tlriking  out  tbe  word 
*'mty«"  and  inaerting  the  word  **aha1I"— (lo  aa 
to  neke  the  provbion  imperatiTe  on  the  LegSslar 
tore.) 

Mr.  Jknifkr  turning  to  Mr.  D.,  and  therefore 
icareely  heard  at  the  Reporter^  desk,  was  un- 
deriiood  to  expresa  his  preference  for  the  lan- 
guage of  the  original  amendment,  which  had 
been  inserted,  he  said,  after  due  reflection  and 
upon  consultation  with  friends. 

Mr.  Durvu  said  that  if  we  were  to  have  a 
Registry  law  at  all,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it 
would  be  best  to  make  it  imperative.  If  such  a 
law  waste  exist,  it  should  be  made  incumbent 
upon  the  Legislature  to  pass  it,  and  should  not 
be  left  to  the  alterations  of  party  in  ewery  sue- 
cesive  Legislature;  as  it  had  ocen  suggested  par- 
ties alternated  every  two  years  on  the  oyster  law. 

Ma.  RicADD  stated  his  object,  (in  his  second 
amendment,)  to  be  to  empower  the  Legislature, 
by  Constitutional  provision  to  peas  such  a 
law  if  they  deemed  it  necessary,  and  thus 
take  away  Uie  objection  that  the  Le^ialature 
transcended  its  Constitutional  power,  if  they 
abouid  think  this  the  beat  mode  of  protecting  the 
elective  franchise.  If  a  Registry  law  should 
not  be  the  best  mode  to  accomplish  the  object, 
then  the  Legislature  would  have  it  iu  their  pow- 
er to  pass  9ueh  other  laws  as  they  might  think 
proper. 

Mr.  Spbncek.  The  reason  which  will  induce 
me  to  vote  against  the  whole  proposition  is  this ; 
if  it  is  proper  that  any  other  restrictions  should 
be  imposed  upon  the  Toters  of  the  State,  beyond 
those  which  now  exist,  let  it  be  done  here.  1 
am  unwilling  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  changes 
and  vacillations  which  must  attend  it,  if  it  is  re- 
ferred to  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature.  If  it 
is  proper  the  thing  should  be  done,  let  «f  do  it. 
If  It  is  not  proper,  let  it  go  bv  the  board. 

The  question  was  then  taxen.  and  by  ayes  S7, 
noes  17,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  'question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the 
amendment  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  KiLooua, 
(which  prohibits  tbe  Legislature  from  passing 
auchftlaw.) 

Some  desultory  conversation  followed,  as  to 
the  fact  whether  Mr.  Kiloour's  amendment  was 
or  was  not  pending  before  the  Ckunmittee. 

Mr.  Davii  expressed  the  hope  that  the  final 
vote  on  that  amendment,  would  not  be  taken  iu 
the  absence  of  Mr.  KtLoooa,  as  that  gentlemen 
deaired  to  present  his  views. 

After  some  further  conversation, 

Mr.  J.  U.  Dennis  offered  the  amendment  indi- 
cated by  him,  (making  it  imperaHve  on  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  a  Registry  law.) 

Mr.  McMastcr  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya. 

The  Chaix  reminded  the  gentleman  that,  under 
the  late  change  of  the  rules,  the  yeas  and  nays 
oould  not  be  taken  in  Committee. 

Mr.  MoKoAN  movrd  toameod  the  amendment 


of  Mr.  JxNiFBB,  by  striking  out  all  afler  the 
words,  '*ihe  Legislature,'*  and  inserting  in  lite 
thereof  the  following : 

*'Ought  from  time  to  time  to  pass  such  lawias 
iu  their  wisdom  mav  be  deemed  necessary  to  ai- 
certaia  the  legal  and  Qualified  voters  of  the  Btata, 
and  to  protect  the  eleotive  flranehue  flmn  all 
fraud.** 

Mr.  MoacAV  said,  he  was  oppoacd  to  the  pea- 
sage  of  any  law  for  a  uniform  ayjten  Of  rsgisin- 
tion.  He  was  opposed  to  it :  first,  beeause  ha 
could  sec  no  reason  why  such  a  law  afaimhl  he 
fttssed,  where  It  could  nave  no  proper  applaBft- 
tioo.  He  could  see  no  reason  why  Uie  Cowtih 
tion  should  incorporate  in  the  Conatitutloii  ■  pn^ 
vision  declaring  that  the  voters  in  his  eonaty, 
where,  so  far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  thm 
was  no  fraud,  should  be  required,  aimplj  be- 
cause frauds  were  committed  elsewhere,  to  pt 
and  register  their  names  in  the  county  Iowa  er 
election  dbtrict  of  the  SUte.  It  had  been  a^ 
leged.  and  in  part,  it  was  a  matter  of  auUiitely, 
that  in  other  sections  of  the  State,  frauda  hal 
been  committed;  and  wherever  they  tun  caoh 
mitted,  he  desired  that  the  Legislatara  ahaaU 
have  the  power  to  apply  the  eorrecUva.  Haan 
it  was,  that  he  was  opposed  to  tbe  amendiaaat 
of  the  gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jvnraa,) 
because  he  saw  that  it  woukl  operate  najwlly. 
Hw(Mr.  M*s,)  amendment,  would  cover  Im 
whole  cround,  and  would  give  to  tbe  repra 
tivea  of  the  people,  who  wen  auopoaod  to 
their  wants,  a  sufficient  grant  or  power  to  ,_. 
teet  the  ballot  box  fitim  fraud,  wheravac  it 
might  exist.  If  it  exbted  in  anv  of  tha  aaM- 
tiea  or  cities  of  the  State,  let  them  paaa  hum 
applicable  to  those  counties  or  cities;  but  lit 
them  not  have  the  power  to  j^  lawa  whtak 
would  act  iniuriousiy,  and  in  his  opinMiD  wia^g* 
fully,  upon  tboee  portions  of  the  State  whafoaa 
such  outrages  were  committed. 

He  declared  hb  beUef  that  tbe  oppoaHioo  ti 
the  Regbtry  Law  formerly  passed  with  nkh 
ence  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  arose  fhiaa  the 
fact,  that  it  dia  not  operate  uuifonnly;  that  i» 
strictions  upon  the  elective  franchise  ahoiild  aa^ 
rate  alike  upon  all  citizens  of  the  State,  whathv 
in  the  city  or  county,  and  that  therefore,  the  lair 
itself  was  luoonstitutional,  in  as  mueh  aa  it  h^ 
posed  upon  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  buthfla 
m  the  exercise  of  their  rights,  whieh  ware  aat 
impokcd  upon  the  citizens  of  the  countiaa.  Be 
could  see  the  force  of  this  objection,  and  he  cea* 
tended  it  was  equally  appropriate  here,  baeaoN 
it  was  propoaed  to  make  the  rule  apply  to  apaa- 
ple,  in  respect  to  whom  the  reasoa  of  the  rah 
had  no  force. 

He  had  heard  different  pntlemen  ghra  thilr 
testimony  ia  regard  to  the  illenl  votes  in  thrif 
counties.  He  repeated,  he  had  no  auch  axpari- 
ence  as  to  his  own.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  a 
single  illegal  vote  having  ever  been  given  thiia, 
which,  at  the  time  was  known  to  be  illigaL^  Ba 
knew  that  there  were  other  countlea  of  tlia 


that  weresimibrly  situated.  He  ooold  aaa  mr 
great  reason  why  a  general  grant  of  power  ihoaB 
be  given,  leaving  it  to  the  Legislatura  ia  Its  wis- 
dom, to  apply  it  where  frauds  existed,  and  when 
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the  pare  Toice  of  the  peopIe,wa8  stifled  hr  the  oer- 
nipt  pneticea  of  men,  who  had  do  legal  right  to 
▼ole. 

Mr.  JsvirBft  thought  that  there  was  seme  in- 
eooiitteiicy  in  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
who  had  juit  taken  hii  seat,  (Mr.  MoaoAV .)  Hit 
dbjcetioD  waa  that  the  proTision  would  operate 
unequalW  upon  the  State.  Would  not  the  same 
mle  apply,  according  to  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman, to  any  law  for  the  preTention  or  punish* 
ment  of  crime?  And  might  not  the  gentleman, 
with  ec|iiml  propriety,  say  that  no  petty  larcenies 
were  eTer  committed  in  St.  Mary's  county;  and, 
therefore,  it  was  nnjoit  and  oppressive  in  the 
Legislature,  to  pass  a  law  to  punish  petty  larce- 
nlea  in  the  State  ?  So  far  as  tie,  (Mr.  J.)  could 
pereelve,  the  amendment  of  the  ^ntleman  would 
do  airvy  with  any  henefit  that  might  he  expected 
to  rHQtt  from  the  passage  of  the  law.  He  want- 
ed to  have  such  an  enactment,  not  for  a  part  of 
the  Slate,  but  for  the  whole  of  it— (Carles  eeun- 
tr,  BaMiBorB  city,  and  every  other  section  of  the 
State.  Any  thing  less  than  that,  would  fall  far 
short  of  hb  views  and  wishes. 

Mr.  MoftoAN  denied  the  applicability  of  the 
nhiatratioQ  given  by  the  pntleman  from  Charles, 

gMr.  JsnrBa,)  to  tne  point  under  consideration, 
nder  the  proposition  of  that  gentleman,  if 
franda  existed  in  Charles  county,  Mid  no  where 
else,  the  Legislature  could  not  pass  a  law  to 
iSMdy  the  evil  in  Charles  county  without  mak- 
inr  it  applicable  to  the  State  even  though  frauds 
did  not  ezlat,  thus  making  no  discrimination  he- 
tweeo  the  innocent  and  the  guilty. 

Mr.  J.  U.  Dbknis  said,  he  did  not  expect  that 
any  thing  he  could  say  would  influence  the  opin- 
km  of  any  member.  Still  as  he  was  in  favor  of 
any  proposition  which  had  for  its  aim,  the  pre- 
vsBtioa  of  these  frauds,  he  shouM  sav  a  few 
WBidt  upon  the  various  propositions  before  the 
Ganmittee.  He  could  not  assent  to  the  propo- 
sitifla  of  the  gentleman  from  St  Mary's,  (Mr. 
MoooAir.)  He  (Mr.  D.)  was  in  favor  of  everr 
■aaaofo  not  ahsoluteljr  onerous  in  itself  which 
voald  Ind  to  the  purification  of  the  ballot-box. 
Tho  Oommittee  hao  heard  from  other  gentlemen 
hovlimiida  were  committed  in  other  counties; 
hoi  aoMe  of  them  knew  nothing  of  flrauds  in  their 
own.  To  hear  the  gentleman  from  St.  Mary's 
(Mr.  MoBSAw)  and  the  gentleman  from  Baiti- 
■are  eoonty,  (Mr.  Buchanan)  speak  of  their 
eeantiei,  ooe  would  suppose  that  they  inhabited 

"A  land  of  pure  delight, 
Where  samts  immortal  reign." 

Far  hia  own  part,  he  believed  that  in  every  sec- 
tioa  of  the  State,  more  or  less,  these  frauds  pre- 
Talled.  It  waa  in  the  nature  of  the  Government 
sad  ia  the  nature  of  the  human  character,  that 
itdMoldbe  so. 

What  was  the  corrective  ?  As  one  means  he 
wu  Id  favor  of  the  amendment,  of  the  gentleman 
fnm  Charles,  (Mr.  Jbnifbr.)  He  (Mr.  D.) 
had  Toted,  and  should  continue  to  vote  for  every 
Bsaiure  whieh  held  out  a  reasonable  hope  of 
eflbetlof  the  object  in  view.  He  believed  that  a 
Rc^try  Law,  coupled  with  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kent,  would  cut  up  this  ays- 
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tern  of  bribery  and  corruption,  root  and  brxndi. 
He  feared,  however,  that  no  such  proposition 
would  receive  the  vote  of  the  Convention.  Mea- 
sure after  measure  had  been  met  by  solid  phalanx 
arrayed  against  it,  and  on  Saturday  last  tlic  gen- 
tleman from  Caroline,  (Mr.  Stewart)  had  railed 
for  **concert  of  action.'*  He  (Mr.  D.)  had  no 
doubt  that  the  requisite  numbers  would  come 
with  the  clansman  at  the  sound  ofRodoric  Dhu*s 
whistle,  and  vote  against  this  thing. 

Mr.  McHknrt.  (Interposing.)  The  gentle- 
man from  Caroline,  (Mr.  Stewart)  is  not  now 
in  his  scat.  But  the  gentleman  over  the  way. 
(Mr.  Dennis,)  has  misconceived  the  remark, 
The  gentleman  from  Caroline  called  for  concert 
of  action  on  the  part  of  reformers. 

Mr.  Dbnnis.  Who  are  they— may  I  ask  the 
gentleman  who  represents  the  gentleman  from 
Caroline } 

Mr.  McHcNRY.  Some  very  good  reformer; 
are  among  the  Whiffs. 

Mr.  Dennis.  I  shall  present  myself  as  a  re- 
former at  your  call — though  I  am  apprehensive 
that  my  claim  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  briefly  contesting  the  ar- 
gument of  Mr.  Morgan  as  to  tlie  unjust  operation 
of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  ana  argued 
that  there  would  be  much  injustice  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentlemen  from  St.  Mary^s,  (.Mr. 
MoaoAN.) 

Mr.  MoROAN  said,  that  the  gentleman  who  bad 
just  taken  hisseat(Mr.  Denn»)  had  misconceived 
islamendment  He  (Mr.  M.)  had  oflered  no 
amendment,  making  special  reference  to  coun* 
ties— or  giving  power  tothu  Legislature  to  mako 
local  laws.  His  amendment  gave  tn  the  I^cgis- 
lature  the  constitutional  power  to  discriminate 
between  the  application  of  laws  to  particular 
sections  and  a  uniform  system.  If  the  Legisla- 
ture, knowing  the  wants  of  the  people  and  in- 
formed of  the  existence  of  frauds,  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary to  pass  a  uniform  Registry  Law,  |they 
were  to  do  so.  The  power  was  full  and  ample 
to  pass,  or  not  to  pass  it,  as  Uie  case  might  require. 
He  would  be  the  last  man  to  introduce  partial 
proviiions,  because  he  thought  that  the  operation 
of  laws  should  be  uniform.  If  ftauds  existed, 
the  Legislature  would  act;  if  such  frauds  were  not 
made  to  appear,  they  would  not  act.  The  matter 
should  be  left  with  the  Legislature,  who  were 
the  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  responsi- 
ble to  them. 

|Mr.  Phelpi  thought  the  proposition  before 
the  committee  was  so  uniform  ai.d  fair  that  no 
gentleman  ^could  vote  against  it.  Every  gen- 
Uemea  who  believed  that  frauds  did  exist  at 
the  ballot  box,  and  Uiat  the  evils  were  such  as 
to  require  a  corrective,  could  not  fail  to  give 
it  his  sanction.  It  merely  gave  the  Legislature 
the|  right  to  pass  such  laws  as  in  its  wisdom 
they  mi^t  think  necessary  and  proper  to  cor- 
rect existing  evils  now  or  in  the  future. 

Was  not  eveiy  gentleman  satisfied  that  such 
frauds  did  exist  in  certain  sections  of  the  State, 
and  that  they  would  increase  unless  this  Convcn- 
tionahould  adopt  some  efiectivo  means  for  their 
detection  and  suppression }  It  wemml  to  him 
that  on  a  proposition  so  little  liable  to  the  charge 
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of  beiae  iiidfiioiu,  or  of  diitinguuliing  betw6An 
one  iiecuon  and  Another,  geotlamen  mkht  mtet 
as  upon  a  common  platfbrm,  and  gite  tnair  uni- 
ui  iticngth  to  the  accomplbbmeot  of  the  great 
object  in  view.  Sippose  the  ConYention  ihould 
rqcct  tfie  proposition  under  comideratfon,  end 
th^  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  CharleSt 
what  would  be  the  eifect?  The  Legislature 
would  say  that  they  had  no  power  to  pass  such 
lawsi  and  they  woiud  point  to  the  reftisal  of  this 
Conventjon  to  authorize  them,  as  unerring  ctI- 
dence  of  the  fact.  He  earnestly  hoped  that  one 
or  the  other  of  the  two  propositious  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Harbikc  said  that  probaUy  ho  did  not 
precisely  understand  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  St  Mary's,  [Mr.  MoroanJ  but  that 
according  to  his,  [Mr.  H.'s]  construction  of  it,  it 


meant  one  of  two  things,  and  that,  in  eiUier 
be  should  feel  constrained  to  TOte  against  it  He 
was  in  faTor  of  such  an  organic  law,  as  would 
not  be  subject  to  the  whims  and  caprices,  [if  he 
might  so  express  himself.]  of  the  Legislature.  If 
the  object  of  tiie  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  8L  Mary's  was  that  the  Legislature  should 
haTc  the  power  to  control  the  organic  law,  after 
this  Convention  should  haye  defined  the  rUdit  of 
the  citizen  in  relation  to  the  right  of  suBn^gOf 
then  he  [Mr.  H.]  was  opposed  to  it  If  that  was 
not  the  object,  and  it  was  solely  to  throw  guards 
■round  the  right  of  suffrage,  then  he  would  ask, 
had  not  the  Legislature  got  that  power  already, 
without  any  such  provision  ?  He  lUustcmtcd  his 
position,  and  drclared  his  intention  to  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WacMi  said  iie  was  as  much  disposed  as 
any  man  to  throw  all  proper  guards  and  protein 
tion  around  the  ballot-box.  Such  n  law  was 
either  necessary  or  not.  Ifitwas  necessary  there 
should  be  no  discretion  on  the  part  of  the  Legis* 
lature ;  but  it  should  be  made  its  imperative  da« 
ty  to  pass  such  a  law. 

If  it  was  not  necessary,  there  was  an  end  of  the 
question.  He  was  no  lawyer,  but  be  was  alto- 
gether opposed  to  giving  to  the  Legislature  in  the 
organic  law  of  the  State,  (by  which  boonds  were 
to  be  set,  beyond  Which  the  different  departments 
of  the  government  should  not  go,)  a-  discretion 
which  would  enable  them  to  enact  laws  that 
might  operate  locally,  unequally,  or  unjustly.— 
He  was  opposed  to  both  propositions,  and  should 
vote  anilnst  them  ;  although  he  was  in  favor  of  a 
^;i^')neral  registry  law  to  prevent  fhiuds.  He  had 
■ne  personal  knowledge  of  frauds,  but  he  believed 
thoBi  to  exist,  not  only  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
•but  Jin  the  respective  counties ;  and  if  a  Registry 
Law  .would  prevent  them,  lie  wooM  vote  ftir 
such  .-a  law,  to  operate  throughout  the  State  and 
to  leaw  no  discretion.  He  was  either  for  letting 
the  thing  alone  altogetlier,  or  for  making  the 
provision  imperative  and  giving  the  Legislature 
no  powerto  repeal  it 

Mr.  Phklpb  rose  to  make  a  very  few  remarks 
on  the  powenof  the  Legislature,  in  redr  to 
what  had  fallen  IVom  the  gentleman  from  Wash- 
ington, (Mr.  Habsine.)  i 

Mr.  maaiNE  said  be  was  speaking  of  the ' 


amendment  of  the  gentleman  of  St.  Mary  V,  (Mr. 
MoncAN.) 

Mr.  FHCLPt  so  understood  him.  The  gmtle- 
man  contended  that  by  the  adoption  of  this  aosspd- 
ment,  we  give  the  Legislature  the  ridbt  to  Qfm> 
ride  the  Constitution.  Has  not  the  GoMtitntifB 
given  the  power  to  the  Legislature  to  grant  di- 
vorces, and  to  levy  taxes ;  and  does  not  trwj  or- 
ganic law  grant  certain  powers  to  that  body,  mid 
reserve  otlier  powers?  The  argument  of  tie 
gentleman  from  AVashlngton  may  be  applied  to 
all  other  powers,  as  well  as,  that  whicn  ia  em- 
braced in  this  amendment  '  The  gentlemna  fhai 
Calvert,  (Mr.  Wsxms,)  had  taken  the  ground  that 
it  was  either  necessary  to  have  a  registratioa  kw, 
or  unnecessary ;  and  that  if  necessary,  it  oa|^ta 
be  a  general  Jaw,  acting  uniformly  thraqglwiit 
the  State,  and  might  be  pasted  by^  the  LefUar 
ture  without  a  constitutional  provision ;  if  it  was 
not  necessary,  there  was  no  need  to  insert  nv 
such  provision  in  the  organic  law.  He  "^^'■^ 
that  gentleman  tliat  when  the  Registry  Law  if 
1838  was  passed,  tlio  question  in  regard  to  ks 
constitutionality  was  raised,  and  there  was  at 
least  one  gentleman  in  this  body  who  aasiriei 
that  it  was  uoconititutional. 

The  amendment  of  tlie  gentlenmn  ttom  BL 
Mary^  proposes  to  invest  the  Legislatoro  #ilb  a 
limited  control  over  the  elective  franchin, 
if  this  Convention  now,  by  a  solemn  volo, 
to  grant  this  power,  tliose  who  succeed  ua, 
infer,  that  any  attempt  hereafter,  by  leaislntl^e 
enactments  to  prohibit  illegal  voting,  wiO  bo  m 
exeroise  of  power  not  contemplated  by  tholbp 
mers  of  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  tolrily 
unautliorized. 


Mr.  SoLLBRs  said  that  the  question  was 
f  of  a  grant  of  authority  to  the  LegiilBfarte 
which  it  either  did  or  did  not  now  posaoM.  fli 
would  like  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  DerMn* 
ter,  (Mr.  Phelps,)  on  the  power  of  tlie  IjefjUkr 
ture  to  pass  a  Registry  Law  without  a  *Pi^ 
grant  from  the  Constitution.  He  had  nererMlDd 
the  Registry  Law  of  1838  objected  to  6b  -ttB 
ground  that  it  was  unconstitutionsl.    If  the  *£»> 

ffhlatore  already  have  the  r{|;ht  to  pasa  sueh  a 
aw,  why  is  there  a  necessity  for  any  apetfd 
grant  of  power  t  If  wo  do  insert  such  a  pfovi- 
slon  in  the  Const itution,  the  Legislature  hftve'ils 
power  without  it,  and  can  exercise  it  wben'flMjf 
think  it  necessary  to  do  so.  He  objeeled  to  flis 
cliange  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Chariai  la 
the  original  aneodment,  by  the  substitutloB  of  tks 
word  **  may  "  in  the  place  of  **  shall,'*  and  nibh 
red  to  the  present  Constitution  to  show  tint  At 
imperative  mood  was  used  in  that  instnuneot* 
The  change  might  load  to  the  inference  that  el^ 
eumstances  might  occur  in  which  the  eTaraim  rf 
the  power  would  be  inexpedient,  and  aodi  vkv 
ought  not  to  be  enacted.  He  tliought  flie  wIviC 
coarse  would  be  to  let  the  matter  reat  as  It  K 
and  leave  it  to  the  Legislature  to  exercise  thrir 
own  discretion. 

Mr.  MoacAN  reminded  the  Ckmvention  cf  Ifci 
answer  given  the  otlier  day,  bv  (he  gentlwiM 
from  Pnnce  George  ^  that  he  had  alwm  iesB- 
lidered  the  Registry  Law  of  1838  unconsUtnthw- 


>I ;  m  thai  we  bivc  om  gsntteican  in  the  Con- 
Taation  who  lioldi  Ihat  opinion. 

Mr.  Bowis  lud  his  remark  did  not  ippij  to  a 
Ragiitn  Law  imirorm  in  it*  o{i«rationi  through- 
out ths  BMe. 

Mr.  MoB*»  slated  lb>t  im  amendment  gnnt- 
ai  hi  the  l^giilalUTe  tho  [tower  to  put  lueh 
law*  ai  In  their  wMom  nay  be  dermcl  Tieecua-  J 
—  •"  "^lia  the  hgti  and  quiMlled  TOto/v  of 
d  to  protect  tho  elertWe  tVanehlM 


3t-«nal1. 
■o  IM  BBendment  wsa  rejected. 


culpable  ailhe  other  or  aecoupliikiing  theuMo 
object.     He  cAiad  the  followiof  ameDdmBiit: 

inwrt  In  Die  third  line  ef  the  second  locticm, 
afler  the  word  "Ihing,''  the  wordi  "to  ioduca  any 
rater  to  refrain  fmin  eastini  fain  Tote,  or  [fbm- 
b1y}topnTaBt  him  la  anyway  from  Totlni  or." 
Mr.  hAmiLL  suntited  tbe   introdDction  of 
the  word  "forcible"— to  nect  the  erii  of  "coop- 
Mr.  MaaaiCK  icreptcd  the  nwdiGcBlion. 
Mr.  Bbeht,  nf  Baltimore  citj,  luoeited  that 
the  wor^  "with  intent  "  ihould    be   inierted. 
It  was  the  intent,  be  said,  that  should  be  pmi- 


a  tecurrcd  n 


the  amendment  i 


Mr.  JwnnPRa  aiked  Ihs  yeas  and  niji. 

Tia  CKannun  said  the  yeas  and  naji  cpuld 
MtMW  be  Ukan  in  committee. 

IhaMMlion  was  then  taken  and  the  Tnle  stood 
j«w»-atji  tl. 

fln  Am  •Modment  wis  rtjerlen. 

nenbetog  no  other  amendment  to  the  finl 
wclkii,  tba  seeond  section  was  read  as  follows : 

•■  See.  <•  That  if  any  person  aball  g,in   any 


IribSi  pnaent  or  reward,  or  any  promise  or  any 
■■niljfiirthejMymentardelivei^  of  any  moo- 
HdraajoflMrtBlaK,to  obtain  or  procura  a  toI« 
fi^aay  ondldite  or  person  projiMed  or  Toted 
tm,  n  fllacfat  of  President  and  Vice  f  caudant  oi 
ttaValtad  Bttta,  or  RajiressnUUvea  in  I'on- 
p«s,  or  toi  any  olEce  oTprofit  or  Iruit  now  ore- 
riad  or  bemrar  to  be  crtated  by  the  Constitii- 
tin  ar  L«ws  of  tbis  State,  tbe  parson  giTinK  and 
iWpnMarecetTinglhesBme,  shall,  on  coovic- 
Uw  la  «  cmut  of  law,  in  addition  to  tbe  peoai- 
tkiattwnrhncaner  to  be  imposed  by  law,  ba| 
limnr  dkqmllfied  to  hold  any  oBice  of  proRt  or 
InM^  or  to  rate  at  any  election  Uiercafter.'' 

Sr.  ftrsvcaa  raoTed  Id  amend  mid  report  by 
hMdisf  aAar  the  word  "  gire,''  in  the  first  line, 
lh*Mbirinf  "fay  hianelT.or  by  any  other  per- 
BBi,Br  bj  aaj  onans  direct  or  "  indirect." 

lfr.8«HUT  oiTered,  oi  a  subalituU  for  said 
■ataM,  to  inaert  after  the  word  "  gin,"  in  tbe 
int  Km,  iha  words  "  directly  or  indirectly." 

Mr.  fliaai  a  a  Ibought  Ifaess  words  would  not 
■B^nBlbainirpciai.  Those  of  his  own  anoad- 
I  W  wagpalM,  piaTenled  all  unaions  or 


■■vaaMoaaiaiy  accumulation  of  laafuafe. 
AiMhK  •■  orpniB  law,  the  words  used  shoi 
haaafiw  and  as  pithy  as  could  be  used  to  i 
|l^  tha  obfaat  of  tha  prorision. 
■Wtmm  diseunioQi  chiefly  in  the 


nature  of  ver- 


Mr.  Mamwca  i<Md,  the  ConTention  had  profi- 
MtetkapgeiliTeaTil  of  bribery;  and  hepropo- 
lid  anr  to  prmida  for  a  negaiire  Hode  jnt  u 


isgraed; 

Mr.  SrEHcaa  offered  an  amendment;  to  insert 
after  the  word  "for,"  in  the  third  line,  the  words 
"himself  or  for."    Rejected. 

Mr.  BafciT.  of  Baltfman  city,  mored  the  foh 
lowlnv  amend  nent: 

Striae  oat  in  the  last  line  the  wordi  "or  to 
rote  at  any  election  Ibereafter." 

Mr.  Bkknt,  of  the  eilynf  Baltimore,  aaigned 
ai  his  reason  for  siibmittinE  this  amendment,  his 
iinwillingnet!!,  fay  vt  Mvere  a  punishment  as  the 
original  amendment  pmeribed,  to  ibut  ont  for- 
ever from  so  high  a  priTllefe,  the  person  who 
may  be  guilty  of  the  offeoce,  aod  thus  to  render 
it  impoxible  for  reformation  to  restore  him 
to  his  fDrfeitad  rights  as  a  freemen.  11  inSicts 
disfrancliisement  foreTcr,  and  cuts  him  of  from 
erery  hope  of  being  allowed  ai^ain  to  eiereise 
this  valuable  franchise.  It  makes  him  an  unfor- 
riTCabln  offieoder.  Balierinf  such  punisbmentlo 
be  loo  seTire  for  the  offence,  bo  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words. 

Mr.  MaaaicK  expreMcd  liii  opmion  that  any 
I  one  who  would  prostitute  this  sscred  right,  ought 
foreier  alterwards  to  be  deprived  of  it. 

Mr.  BiRHT  suggested  the  ease  of  a  young  and 
inexperienced  voter  who  had  recently  become 
Iposseisedof  the  right,  and,  who  inamomeotaf 
I  thoiuhtlMsnesa,  and  under  strong  lEmptatioa, 
had  been  drawn  for  a  moment  from  the  path  of 
rectitude.  Would  you  Inflict  op  him,  perbapta 
I  minor,  a  punishment  so  nvTe,  that,  wkenata 
I  later  period  of  life,  he  may  have  repented  ef  Ilia 
I  act,  changed  his  course,  and  becooia  a  useful 
citizen,  he  shall  find  himself  under  the  bin  of 
this  perpetual  diifrmacbisemeDt !  However  peoi- 
tent,  he  must  never  again  be  permitted  to  vote. 
Now,  he  wai  not  in  favoKof  ^ing  to  tbe  whole 
extent  of  perpetual  disfroDcbisement,  beeaoso 
the  offender  had  in  early  youth  violatad  tbe  law 
In  this  respect.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that 
any  puniihnientof  a  less  severe  character  should 
be  inflicted,  but  be  thought  that  whicli  wes  now 
proposed  was  altogather  too  sevaie. 

Mr.  HaaaicK  was  of  opinion  that  the  vary  caM 
cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  would  be 
one  which  ought  to  he  marked  out  for  an  exam- 
ple to  oihen.  It  would,  he  admitted,  be  hard  on 
tbe  individual  himself,  but  it  would  on  that  ac- 
eouDt,  have  a  mere  salutary  efficacy  in  checking 
the  growth  of  the  crime. 
,     Mr.  RiDOBLTBOvad  asufaslitule  for  the  pro- 
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position  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  cltvi 
(Mr.  Brbnt,)  which,  howeter,  Mr.  R.  with- 
drew. 

Mr.  Spencer  expressed  a  hope  that  the  amend- 
meot  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimoro  eounty 
would  not  be  adopted.  To  gi¥e  authority  to  re- 
mit the  penally  in  a  place  like  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, where,  in  limes  of  high  partj  excitement, 
the  offence  would  be  the  most  likely  to  be  com- 
mitted, would  be  to  open  t>ie  door  to  its  firequent 
repetition.  It  was  necessary  that  the  punish- 
ment should  be  serere  and  certain.  He  would 
be  willing  to  abate  a  little  from  perpetual  dis- 
franchbement.  But  he  was  opposed  to  learing 
the  punishment  within  the  reach  of  remission. 

Mr.  RicAUD  (noved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  the  word  "tor  the  period  of  fife 
.\ears,"  after  the  word  ••election,"  in  the  last 

line. 

Mr.  Crisfibld  said,  that  as  the  disHnguisbed 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  committee  was  ab- 
sent, as  it  was  near  the  utu  si  hour  of  rising,  and 
as  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  that  in  deference  to  that 
gentleman  an  opportunity  should  be  afforded  to 


him  to  be  heard  on  the  seTeral  pending  propoai- 

i— he  (Mr.  C.) 
would  more  that  the  committee  rise. 


tions,  and  in  defence  of  his  own- 


The  motion  baring  pretailed,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

And  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
at  eleven  o^clock.  ^    . 


TUESDAY,  January  Slat,  1861. 

The  Convention  met  at  eleven  o^clock. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GairriTH. 

The  roll  was  called.  A  quorum  was  present, 
uttd  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  road  and  ap- 
tirovcd. 

Mr.  Akkan  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
tanners  and  dealers  in  leather,  prayine  that  no 
chan^  may  be  made  in  the  Inspection  of  leather. 

Which  was  read  and  roferred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Inspections. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  the  address  of  the  Prlmair 
School  Convention,  to  the  people  of  Maryland, 
bigncd  by  John  S.  Tyson,  Esq.,  and  others. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  D.  remarked  that  thera  was  a  large 
.'imount  of  important  and  interesting  statistical 
information  contained  in  the  address,  and  that 
the  committee  had  very  consideratelr  printed  a 
largo  number  of  copies,  which  would  be  lakt  on 
the  table  of  members  to-morrow  morning. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Edueation. 

Mr.  Spekcer  laid  before  the  Conventbn  an 

account  of  James  T.  Woottcrs,  clerk  to  the  levy    ^  ^  ^ ^ 

court  of  Queen  Annexe  county,  for  informatiok  thougfi  gentlemen  of  good  hearts  might  feal  ft- 
furnished  the  Convention  under  their  order  or  luetant  to  inflict  exemplary  punishment  open 
Dfccmber  irnd.  -i  -  -  -i^  —    .  •-       .  .-.. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
Ur*  on  Acconntf. 

The  pRusinEMT  announced  the  rogular  order 
of  business  to  be  the  call  of  Committees  for  Re- 
ports. 

There  being  no  reports^ 


The  Convention,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AIoMmtbb, 
passed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

THE  BLBCTIVB  PBAITCBIIB. 

The  GonTention  thereupon  resolved  Haalf  into 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  BLAKistom  in  tfie 
chair,  and  resumed  the  conskleration  of  the  re- 
port oi  tbe  committee  on  the  elective  franchlH. 

The  state  of  the  question  was  as  foUowa: 

Mr  Mbrrick  had  moved  to  amend  tlw 
second  seetion  of  the  report,  by  insetting  in  the 
third  line  alter  the  word  ••thing,'*  the  fofiowiii|, 
••to  Induce  any  Toter  to  rafrain  from  castinc  lui 
vote,  or foroibly  to  prevent  him  in  any  wayuom 
voting,  or,'*  kc. 

Mr.  Brbnt  of  Baltimore  eity,  had  mored 
to  amend  the  section  by  striking  out  from  the  lart 
Ifaie  thereot  these  woxdii  "or  to  Tote  atany  elae- 
tion  thereailer.** 

And  Mr.  Ricavd  had  moved  to  'amend  wM 
leetion  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^^ledtona" 
in  the  last  line,  the  words  *'for  the  period  of  five 
years." 

Mr.  Baarr  of  Baltimore  city,  expreased  hii 
willingness  to  ado^t  the  proposition  of  Mr.  RiGAvn 
limiting  the  operation  ofthe  clause  to  the  period^ 
five  years*  But  he,  (Mr.  B.)  gave  notjce  of  an 
amendment  which  he  intended  to  ofier  aa  a  niH 
stitato  for  the  whole  seetion,  as  it  waa  amended. 

Mr.  MaaaiCK  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  la^ 
his  amendment  would  not  prevail.  In  our  ayi^ 
pathiesfor  the  victims  of  crime,  we  were  nrona 
to  forget  the  great  objeet  of  punishment  It  waa 
a  fault  in  our  nature,  though  a  fault  which  **Ieani 
to  firtoe's  side."  Men  exereising  the  bigb  fune* 
tions  for  which  this  Convention  nad  amemblcd. 
should  not  yield  to  such  impressions.  The  freal 
object  of  punishment  was  its  example  upon  aoel- 
ety— its  effect  in  purifying  and  elevatii^  the 
moni  tone  of  that  society.  All  punUiments 
should  be  so  fVamed  as  to  have  the  greateatef 
feet  upon  that  moral  tone;  to  preserve  it  pore,  if 
it  could  be  so.  and  to  punish  with  a  heavy  head 
all  those  who  would  attempt  to  pollute  it.  Indl* 
vidual  sympathies  should  not  be  listened  to,  when 
the  public  good  required  that  punishments  should 
be  inflicted.  Vengeance,  it  was  true.did  not  be- 
loof  to  man — ^but  in  the  spirit  of  justiee,  and  net 
of  rengeanee,  he  would  act.  He  referred  to  the 
many  cases  in  which  every  appeal  which  hnmaa 
sympathy  could  make  had  addressed  itself  to  the 
hearts  oi  some  of  the  best  and  purest  men  that 
had  ever  lived,  and  yet  where  justice  had  been 
sternly  executed.  And  he  Instanced  partieolai^ 
Iv  the  case  of  Major  Andre.  Mr.  M.  called  upon 
tne  Convention  to  imitate  the  example  of  Ika 
Father  of  hb  Country  in  that  case. 

Here  was  a  erime  which  struck  at  the  viml, 
principte  of  all  republican  governments;  andal- 


those  who  committed  it,  yet,  if  the  publio  good 
required  it,  that  punishment  should  not  on^  be 
severe,  but  should  be  inexorably  meted  out. 

He  referred  to  the  condition  of  publio  opinioa 
as  evidence  of  the  light  estimate  in  which  Ihii 
crime  of  fraud  upon  the  ballot  box  had  heretofore 
been  held,  and  the  necessity  of  infusing  a  new 
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ir  the  fictims  of  crime,  we  were  prone  [  tiiis  mischier  wan  permitled  to  increase  and  mul- 
Uie  great  object  of  punitliment.  It  was  '  tiply,  ai  the  ConTention  had  been  lold  froa  Tari- 
our  nature,  though  a  fault  wlikh  "leans  ous  quarters  it  had  increaAcd  and  multiplied  for 
I  akle.*'  Mi'ii  exercUiiigthe  high  func-  norne  years  past — and  as  it  irould  roatinoe  to  do 
which  tilts  ConTention  liad  aiisembled,  if  it  was  re^rded  with  the  least  toleration.  He 
i  yield  to  such  impressions.  The  great  b^ieved  that  the  most  imminent  peril  to  the  coo- 
punishment  was  its  eiample  upon  soci-  tinuation  of  our  institutions  was  to  be  apprehend- 
ifiiect  in  purifying  and  elevating  the  j  ed  from  this  tery  source.  He  forbore  to  paint— he 
le  of  that  liociety.  All  punishment*  i  had  not  command  of  language  to  paint  even 
■  ao  framed  as  to  hare  the  greatest  ef-  the  beginning  of  the  terrible  scenes  which  would 
that  moral  tune;  to  preserve  it  pure,  jf  follow,  when  the  people  should  come  to  learn  that 
I  ao,  and  to  puniiih  with  «  heavy  hanJ  i  those  who  had  been  elevated  to  the  high  places 
rho  would  attempt  to  pollute  it.  Indi- 1  of  the  land,  did  not  occupy  tliem  by  the  Toicc  of 
ipathies should  not  be  listened  to,  when  ;  legal  votes.  Whatever  might  be  the  reception, 
(ood  required  that  punishments  should    or  the  fate,  of  other  portions  of  that  Constitution 

which  the  ConTention  might  present  to  the  peo- 
ple, he  had  no  doubt  that  any  provision  which 
might  be  placed  in  it  for  the  purification  of  the 
ballot-box,  would  meet  with  a  cordial  and  uni- 
form response  from  one  extremity  of  the  State 
to  the  other.  He  should  be  gratified  if  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  RicAL'u  )  would  withdraw  his 
amendment  until  a  Tote  iihoukl  have  been  taken 
on  the  question  as  it  stood. 
Some  conversation  followed 
Mr.  KiCAUD  remarked,  that  be  wu  willing  to 
take  any  plan  which  the  Conreution  might  su|^ 
^st,  if  it  would  meet  the  point.  And  if  that  oii- 
iect  could  be  accomplishea  by  the  withdrawal  of 
his  amendment,  ho  would  withdraw  it. 

But,  after  some  conveisation  with  Mr.  Maa- 
aicK — 
iMr.  R.  adhered  to  hid  amendment. 
Mr.  Tuck  said,  all  must  agree  that  lometliini 


f.  Vengeance, it  was  true,did  not  be- 
lli—but  in  the  spirit  of  justice,  and  not 
MB,  be  would  act.  He  referred  to  tlie 
a  in  which  every  appeal  which  human 
Bould  make  had  addressed  itself  to  the 
acme  of  the  best  and  purest  m*en  that 
ived,  and  yet  where  justice  had  been 
MUied.  And  he  iostaiictd  particular- 
of  Major  Andre.  Mr.  M.  called  upon 
ntion  to  imitate  tlie  example  of  the 
kis  Country  in  that  case. 

aa  a  crime  which  struck  at  the  vital 
(f  all  republican  governments;  and  al- 
itlamen  of  good  hearts  might  feel  re- 
inflict  exemplary  punishment  upon 
committed  it,  yet,  if  the  public  good 
t,  that  pimishment  should  not  only  be 
;  should  be  inexorably  meti*d  out. 
rad  to  the  condition  of  public  opinion 
s  of  the  light  esiimate  in  which  this 
ind  upon  the  ballot  box  had  huretofure 
and  the  necessity  of  infusing  a  new 
healthy  tone  into  the  public  mind  by 
adequate  provisions.  Let  the  pres- 
ng  generation  be  taught  that  this  was 
;ht  and  trivial  offence  which  it  had 
CD  dcamed,  but  that  it  was  in  fact  a 
leiooua  crime.  The  beneficial  results 
policy  would  soon  be  made  apparent. 
SET  said,  he  did  not  precisely  under- 
the  amendment  was,  and  he  would 
t  it  should  be  read. 

e  of  the  question  became  the  subject 
irmation  between  Messrs.  Mbrrick, 
il  Tuck;  after  which  the  amendment 
«ad. 

NBaas,  of  Kent,  said,  that  he  foltsome. 


should  be  done  to  prevent  the  evils  complained 
of.  Uut  in  all  penal  laws  there  was  a  principle 
of  this  character,  that  you  might  make  the  pun- 
ishment so  great  that  no  jury  would  enforce  it. 
Such,  he  thought,  was  the  nature  of  the  proposi- 
tion before  the  Committee.  If  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  CHAMaaas,)  had 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  punishment  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  it  would  have  been  a  power- 
ful one.  The  limitation  of  five  years  was  suffi- 
cient for  Uie  purpose,  and  he  was  glad  that  the 
gentleman  from  Kent,  [Mr.  Ricaud]  had  per- 
sisted in  his  amendment.  He  [Mr.  T.]  should  vote 
fur  it.  If  that  was  voted  down,  then  he  should 
vote  for  the  proposition  as  it  came  from  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MaaaiCK  argued  that  there  was  no  fear 
that   the   laws     would    not    be    enforced    by 
tlie  other  party— by  that  psrty  against 


■■BBS,  uix\eni,5aiu,uiaincioii some-  one  or  Uie  other  party— by  that  psrty  againsi 
rrassed  by  this  proposition  which  had  !  which  tlie  TOtes  might  be  cast.  Tlie  prcserva- 
d  in  his  absence.  Undoubtedly  the  ,  tion  of  the  purity  of  tlie  elective  franchise— the 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  ;  preservation  of  Government  itself,  required  that 
IS  better  than  no  provision  at  all.  fiut .  we  sliould  hold  up  to  public  scorn,  as  a  terror  to 
I  hoped  that  the  Convention  would  not !  otlicrs,  all  those  who  might  be  di>posed  to  com- 
n  the  disposition  which  it  had  hitlier-  .  niit  a  similar  crime. 

Mr.  Tdck  suggested  that  this  law  was  not  to  be 
enforced  at  the  polls,  but  upon  conviction  in 


esd,  to  adopt  the  most  stringent  pro- 
tinat  corrupt  voting.  He  said  tlie 
the  avowed  object— that  which  bore 
m  the  question— had  reference  to  cor- 
iinn  at  elections.  On  that  point,  ho 
id  that  there  was  do  dilTicuIty  in  the 

• 

I  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
^uequenccs  which  must  result,  if 
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courts  of  justice.  It  was  the  sympatliy  of  juries, 
to  which  he  had  referred.  His  idea  was  that  if 
the  punishment  was  made  too  severe,  convictions 
could  not  be  obtained. 

Mr.  CHAMBcas,  of  Kent,  correcting  a  misap- 
prehension  into  which,  he  said,  his  friend  from 
rrincc  George *s  [.Mr.  Tuck,]  had  fallen,  in  rela- 


Utioiitohii[Hr.  C.'ii]  r«niBik!i,Hlulhec)ianc- 
tar  of  ihfl  men  bj  wlion  Ibtfa  fraudt  vera  prr- 
patrUBd ,  procradcd  to  repU  to  the  potition  Ihat 
juriu  would  Dol  cxoeule  tne  Uw,  if  the  crime 
«u  Kinifhcd  looicvBrelj.  Hu,  (Mr.  C.'i]  hope 
lay  inlhii:wB  ware  taking  a  iie*  turt— wa 
werBBbauttohaKanorCoialilulion — oldlhingi 
•od  old  siMiurci  were  piwing  awty.  Tbera 
Wat  to  be  a  ling  chalked  between  the  lime  pre' 
aentand  the  Uoie  paucd.  Ha  Iran  ditposcd  to 
id  hfl  tMliercd,  that  the  honctl,  rcfpecla- 


xl  jiriai  an  tb«  anbject, 

mMtaknent  «a4  p(» 

blag  cDatiei  he  had  enrbMrd  mM  tb*  btadi, 
war*  addiMiad  to  Ihli  itty  ctII.    It  was  a  Hit- 
take  towmaaa  that  ibcn  bad  hata  ■■  oraa^ 
euUoDi  iM  eoDTletioD^  but  tba  natalamtaw 
hid  baen,  that  vbaa  cmrtt  ^  jviM  bad  4mm 
tbeir  datr,  Um  Biaenthra  fn  hMi  par^  tlBWihad 
faiteribrad  la  BTTcit  tba  lefilhSiale  raauH*.  Cbny 
out  the  principla  vhick  he  bad  laid  down  aptm 
Ihal  point,  in  hii  amendment — infuaa  bj  tba  W- 
bla,  inieiligtnt  praitiMi  of  the  paopla,   [whkb  |lion  ottbiiConiention  a  bigbMOiml  leBthaMtfta 
WM  tba  imBrnae  mail  uT  tba  eeoimuHity,]  wu    the  public  mind,  and   the  object  aa  kwv  ^(■'i*' 
Baaalitted,  ao  n»ied  wilti  lb*  miNrabIa  Kale  of  i  would  at  length  be  aciMnpliahcd. 

whKh  cxMlcd,  and  lor  whkh  all  foroier  I     Mr.  JcHim  felt,  be  taid,  Ihat  ha  caoM  ant 
jaa  had  i«oved  inrfficlmt,  that  the*  woulu    C'*"  ■  «''«""  'ot*  «"  *''•  que»U«.  hnt  wi«U  da- 
madily  anil  IhemMlve*  of  iha  meam  to  get  rid    tain  the  Conrenlion  only  with  a  «arv  lew  WMii. 

• ihinblbatlhemitigationorih*   TheobJBotwhicballmiitle»«nhadtartawWBa 

nplated  by  the  amendmenr,  wat  to  preient  corrupt  votmt.  Bat  UieaacdtaUa 
oaiewaiM  lo  acc«mplith  ibc  end  loughl  to  be  IthatlbcpropoailionbcfontbcconBltlcawua^ 
attained.  j  culated  mare  than  any  other  to  dafcallbtt  eljiat 

Mr.8n.iiitiidaa1r«laimuchaiatiyman,be    "•  bellered  that  the  amaDdnjMl  iimitln»»i 
Mid,  to  prcTcnt  bribery  aiHl  ronuption.    He  did    "-"»  «f  _e««i«nwtf«>n  wonid  bara  a 
Dot,  howaver,  brliate  that  thcH  erimcs  exiited 
to  tba  eslent  staled,     for  upward*  of  Iwenlj 
yean,  be  had  repretented  a  conalituency  com- 
prishig  more  than  three  Ihoupand  Toten.    Nine- 
tantbe  of  them,  he  be 
aian  dare  approach  o* 

Me  read  the  ptOTition  at  the  old  CnnililntioD 
on  this  aubjecl,  and  aiked  gentlemen  to  stale  ot 
wbal  good  it  had  ever  been  produetiTe.  Had 
■nyeonTicliunslalieu  place  or  sny  inriietnenls 
hean  preferreil  under  it?  He  WDubt  like  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  DoaiiT,}  to  giiehiaesperienceoa 
that  point. 


Under  tbat  aDandiBant  be  balla*cd  that 
a  conviction  would  ba  obtained  aa  loeM  at  Iha 
case  might  present  itaelf.  The  penalty,  wMont 
the  imendaiaat,  waa  * ' 


proaacot 
flrtl  eon' 


the  pun  ithment  here  proposed 
-        .        i".  if  Benllemon  would  show  mm  i  m^.  p.  ,f„n  „^  „_  „,„  tMtimat 
II  necessity,  he  would  Tole  hnt.    ""  behoTri  ;  |^„  „^  (^^  „,  aiLi»4ii  as  to  thai 


tno  great.     Still,  i1 


clause  would  temala,  a 
•Utulion  had  dona,  a  d< 

Mr.  J.  U.  Damns  tbougbt  Ihat  Iha  banlMl 
brand  itfeondMnnattOB  should  ba  atanp«d  warn 
who  woald  pradtuto  tba  alaaBw 
ftaDchiia.  But  be  bad  risen  nuinly  to  laja 
word  in  reply  to  tba  gentleman  who  aridtaHrf 
Iheeommitteanshorl  timesinoa(llr.SBUjNHi.l 
" wbWllai 


Ihatlllpunisbment.  .houldbe   so  proporlioned  I  Mitjot  nin^-tentha^'  bia  eonllitUMlta;~  W» 

to  the  ODencecommilled,  that  there  could  be  no  L„^  g.  -'        -■    '       .     ....  ^.     .   _ 

difficulty  in  enforcing  Id-  ' — 


difficulty  in  enforcing  I  ho  taw.  ^^^^^  (j,,  pfioejp),  tbat  oiwlaath  mMU 

f  if""".?!;^  ""."  ^^  ""'},■  *  V'.K*''"^  Corrupted,  theN  waiVfite  huodnd  and  tbM 
ollo»,  by  rt«  consUnl  pr««nlation  of  Uut  nib-  „,„,  ^  hU  eonttltUMiU  tb.1  mi|ht  ba  apini^ 
JectofbnberirandcamipiiontolbecaniideratTon  |  ^  ;„  i^^^  ^„  "^        ^^'^ 

ot  grand  ji— - 
era!  proriii 


that  way. 
Ur.  SiLiMtv  explained  that  ha  did  Bat  ulmi 
•ay  tbat  there  were  not  nwira  than  afa»4Mlti 
at  wen  ineoiruptible.     Ha  balland  ItntHM* 


..comipiioi ,, 

He  did  not  thtnt  that  any  gen- 
1  Ilia  Constilulion   would  reach    , 
IhecTil.    He  desired  to  see  it  put  down,  and    , 
thought   that   moderate  nean*    would  be   the  < , 

■ost  eir«lu.l.  ,    Ha  pr^ttrni  lb.  >mendmMil  '     ^omt  conT.nalioD followed  batwaeuMaa 
limiting  the  punishment  to  Ave  yean,  but  would  ;  8bllmiii  and  DevMS 
>otefortl.ealhvrpropcMtioiiirthatcouldi.otbel     Mr.  Bawr.  of  fl.lthnoro  eitj.  Haled  tbatW 

I***"-  should  ToU  for  the  amei* " •— — -^ 

Mr.  StEXcia  bricdy  recapitulated  the  ground  ,  party  conTicted,  from  t< 
ba  had  taken   yesteidsy  on  thu  question,  and    Ato  yean,  but  thouh)  * 
proceeded  lo  stj  that  he  concurred  in  the  vie  . .  ' 
thai  had  bean  eipresited  by  the  gentleman  from   lature  a 
Kanl,(Mr.  Chihbehi.)    He  [Mr.  S.]  would  go 
with  tliat  gentleman  to  the  utmost  extent  id 
emshing  Ihit  evil  and  would  role  fur  the  clause 
asilnow  stood. 

If,  s«  had  been  intimated,  there  had  been  no 
conrictioDs,  it  wa>  not  the  law  which  prevented 
it.  but  it  Wka  the  morbid  sentiment  that  praTail- 
Mte  men  ofpositiDn,  which  had  led  to  Ihat 


imendneat  d'boaaliMistla 
D  Totinf  or  boldlaf  oBea  Mr 
d  aftanrardi  ralj  on  ■  aib- 
■lilule  icfeirinr  thi|  whole  aul^aat  to  Iha  hiffh 
lature  and  maSinc  It  oblifatory  to  paia  tUi  arf 
suitable  laws  for  Iha  preTeailoa  of  thaia  bBJpbw 
It  seemed  to  him  that  genllaau  bad  baaaa 
much  stunned  and  cMimad  by  raporli  of  dal* 
tiou  frauds  all  orertheSlaU,lIialtbwwai«tw- 
tiini  wild  on  Ibe  lubjeet.  One  r»«intll  1« 
laid  that  the  bribing  of  a  toterwai  wofM  lib* 
murder.    Mr.  BaEHT,  would  BottbrooaaaoMt 

% ~' '' "  J*"^'^  "^^  ■■)  act,  but  if  It  la  woraa  than  mt^ 

i-eiull.     Rpplying  lo  the  argumcnl  at  to  Ihe  pio-    der,  why  not  make  it  a  capital  ofiMWe  at  «ae«, 
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ftsd  haaB  tte  offndcr  under  the  Mcond  aection, 
for  «•  ««re  dow  at  work  on  that  section.. 
He  wwM  BO  aa  far  ai  any  man,  in  inflictinij; 


adoqaatapanUunant  in  all  luch  easrs.  bat  he  dkl 
nctaaairatoBec  the  paniflhment  ko  MTeraand 
enjeuiie,  that  Jarie^  woaM  reeoil  from  itii  in* 
ftcfion  mid  ■anetora  would  Mrape. 

If  or  would  he  conwnt  tj  lay  down  a«  propel, 
one  nndoTiatiniEt  inexorable  and  unbending  nile. 
pmiihinf  all  oflenden  for  life,  without  any  mrt 
of  rofcrenoe  to  the  estenuating  circumttancei 
wUdi  mUt  esbt  in  many  rases.  It  is  scarcely 
poaailile  that  all  would  omnd  in  equal  dc{;re4>,the 
inexperianoad  youth^led  away  by  desipiing  men, 
m^t  be  the  Tietim  equally  with  the  hardened 
oHMir.  By  the  proaerjptiTe  terms  of  the  sec- 
tion at  vqwrted,  every  onender  i^  to  be  disfran- 
chised froa  voting  or  holding  office  for  life,  in 
nddftlwi  to  other  penaltiea.  Is  this  ju«t  or  con- 
to  the  dictates  of  humanity?  No  mercy, 
I  fsr  the  repentant  man,  who  by 
il  eouduet,  may  atone  for  youthful 
Mr.  BasNT  wouU  not  thus  deprive  ■ 
man  of  every  motive  to  become  a  good  citizen, 
but  would  think  fire  years  disfranchisement 
euoq^.  The  eld  Constitution  has  disqualified 
aKh  oflhoden  fttMn  holding  office,  and  yet  no 
000  haa  erar  aulered  under  its  idle  restrictions. 
Why  is  thiaao?  Beeause  the  penalty  Is  too  har!«h 
snddlaBropoftioBed  for  the  offence,  it  is  therefore 


impoaaible  to  gat  up  a  prosecution  or  to  conrict, 
a  eode,  and  this  accounts  for  the 


■Die  toga 

aonamla 

d  leellnga  heretofore  entertained  by  the 
aa  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
ObmuAwmV  (Mr.  firairceR.)  But  he  (Mr. 
famrf )  woald  greatly  prefer  to  avoid  cumbering 
tka  MW  Conatltutkm  with  crude  and  sweeping 
fsadtisi.  Let  the  whole  subject  of  penal  enact- 
MBl  in  detail,  be  referred  to  the  Legislature 
vihaclanrconstitotional  ebligalion  imposed  on 
tkaato  puanroper  laws,  punishing  these  crimes, 
ad  dirfnuieflhing  the  offenders  for  such  term  as 
■il^  aaoB  proper.  He  was  opposed  to  this 
ConiwtlBO  wasting  Us  time  in  such  matters, 
bseaMa  to  carry  out  such  penal  enactments 
ymysify  raouirea  mueh  detail;  and  our  Constitu- 
te, fantoaa  of  beh«  eoneise  and  simple,  would 
MM  coBiplax  aad  voluminous. 

Mr.  RoMBLV  said  he  had  opposed  ail  restric- 
fiiBB  upon  tha  elective  franchise,  and  bad  re- 
nidad  tha  puniahawnt  to  be  visited  upon  the  of- 
Mar  aa  tba  proper  corrective  of  the  evil.    He 
va^Mpared  to  voto  for  the  amendment  of  the 
mmmm  from  Kent,   (Mr.   Ricaod.)      He 
ftaqg^thal  the  moral  eff^  of  the  two  puninb- 
■Mia  vosid  be  the  iame  *,  because  the  individu- 
al wairid  aairy  a  brand  upon  him,  whether  the 
Il  waa  limited  or  not    But  he  thought 
aactiontmder  conaideration  would  not 
Ihaobjeot    Convictions  were  want- 
ad  to  aidar  to  deter  others  from  the  commission 
oftbacrlaa.    Ithml  been  sahl  that  theie  had 
baaaeaavietioiH  under  the  existing  Jaw,  and  that 
Ika  EaaoiUva  had  interfered  to  prevent  them  be- 
jaaeairiad  out    That  wia  the  very  difficulty 
wBeh  ha  fearad,  aad  to  prevent  which  he  thould 
loMUt,  (which  he  read.) 


Some  conversation  followed  between    Mr* 
,  CaAMaaas,  of  Kent,  and  Mr.  Riouclt. 

Mr.  Javiraa  expressed  the  hope  that  if  any 

,  such  proposition  as  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore 

county,  (Mr.   Ripoelt,)  indinted,  was  to  be 

j  adopted,  he  hoped  it  would  be  made  to  apply 

I  generally  or  not  at  all. 

!     Mr.  RinnRLv  then  offered  hii  amendment  in 
;  the  following  words  : 

I     Adcl  at  the  end  of  the  second  section  the  fol- 
lowing wurilh :  I 

**  And  over  all  .«ur)i  ofi*ences  or  tlie  punishment 
or  disability  inip«>««d  thereon,  the  Executive  of 
thJK  State  Khali  exercise  no  power  or  control.*' 
Mr.  SpKKcaa  irave  notice  that  at  the  proper 
time  he  should  offer  the  follo«-ing  as  additional 
aeetion^  to  the  report : 
Insert  after  the  3nd  section  the  following : 
Section  3rd.  That  every  person  who  shall  be 
elected  to  any  offire  whatever,  in  said  State  here- 
aAer,  or  who  shall  be   appointed  to  any  office 
whatever,  in  Mid  State  hereafter,  shall  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he 
I  may  be  elected  or  appointed,  first  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  oath,  (if  not  conHcientiously 
iSrrupuIous.  and  in  such  case,  affirmation,)  before 
:  some  one  of  the  Judges  of  tJie  Court  of  Appeals 
.ofthiKStete  : 

1,  ,  do  Aolmenly  swear  that  1  have  not  at 

any  einction  held  in  this  State,  since  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  new  constitution  of  this  State,  or  in 
'  an^f  other  way,  in  any  manner  violated  the  pro- 
•  virions  contained  in  the  2nd  section  of  the  said 
j  constitution  relating  to  bribery,  and  that  I  have 
not  procured  or  induced  by  any  means,  any  Indi- 
vid tial  or  individuals  to  vote  at  any  such  election 
in  violation  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  1st 
section  of  laid  constitution  relating  to  the  age 
and  residence  of  voters,  and  if  any  penon  elect- 
ed or  appointed  to  offire  as  aforesaid,  shall  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  take  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, be  shall  be  considered  as  having  refused  to 
accept  the  said  office  and  a  new  election  or  ap- 
j  poinlment  hhall  be  made  as  in  case  of  refusal  or 
!  resignation ;  and  any  person  who  shall  swear  or 
j  affirm  falsely  in  the  premises  shall  be  guilty  of 
:  perjury,  and  on  conviction  thereof  in  due  course 
j  of  law  subject  to  all  its  pains  and  penalties. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  Judge  l>efore  whom  such 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  Uken,  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  subscribed  by  the  person  so  swear- 
!  iug  or  affirming,  in  a  book  iiy  him  to  Iw  kept  for 
'  such  purpo^,  a  duplicate  of  which  said  oath  or 
affirmation  as  the  case  may  be,  he  idiall  transmit 
'  to  Uie  cleik  of  the  Court  of  A-^peals  of  this  Stote, 
with  the  name  of  the  individual  who  tookuid  aob- 
scribed  the  same,  designating  the  office  to  which 
he  has  been  elected  or  appointed,  to  lie  by  the 
said  clerk,  wliO!»e  dutv  it  shall  be  to  da  so,  re- 
corded in  a  book  to  be  kept  ftir  such  purpose 
among  the  records  of  the  said  Court  of  Appeals, 
a  certified  copy  of  which  said  uatli  or  affirmation 
by  tlie  said  Jud^e  under  his  seal,  or  by  the  said 
clerk  of  the  saiil  duplicate,  under  his  seal  of  of- 
fice shall  be  tuken  and  received  as  evidence  in 
any  of  the  courtxi  of  this  SUte  that  have  criminal 
jurisdiction. 
Mr.  UoasBT,  replying  to  Mr.  Sklliian*s  ques- 
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tioD  as  to  con vietjont,  &c.,  Mated  that  it  had  llramen  of  that  instrument  had  dokIm  thAlthi^ 
been  the  custooM  of  the  courts  to  invite  the  aiten-  vice  would  exist,  as  it  now  esitled;  they  oolf — 
tionof  the  grand  jury  to  t^»e  subject  of  bribery  proTided   for  the   case  of  the  offioen  tlMB — 
and  corruption,  in  relation  to  the  elective  tran-  selves,  because  they  did  not  anticipate  any 
chise.    The  difficulty  had  not  arisen  in  getting  sive  system  of  bribery.    They  proposed, 
ca-es  before  the  grand  jur? ,  nor  from  the  fact  fore,  a  very  limited  remedvi  in  fact,  no  r 
that  the  offences  could  not  be  abundantly  proved;  at  all,  for  the  evil  as  it  existed  at  the  preaeiiiL 
but  from  the  fart  that  the  grand  jury  would  not  day.    So  long  as  both  parties  continued  this  tys-^ 
tind  bills,  because  so  many  persons  were  im-  tern,  and  until  such  punishments  were  preecribcti 
plicated t  end  it  was  believed  that  more  injury  as  would  deter  every  body  flrom  the  perpetntion 
would  result  from  prosecuting  any  person,  than  of  the  crime,  nothing  would  be  expectea.    In  fab 
from  leaving  him  unpunished.  opinion,  murder,  arson,  burglar ji.  theftt  ware 
One  word  in  answer  to  the  sUtement  of  his  ^^n"*  offences  in  comparison  with  thia.    The 
colleague,  (Mr.  Sellmah,)  an  to  nine-tenths  of  fonscquencen  of  these  crimes  were  comparative, 
his  coosUtuents  being  pure  and  unapproachable.  ^J  nothing;  and  if  the  system  was  not  put  an  end 
If  there  was  one-tenth  of  the  voters  in  Anne  to,  by  the  most  stringent  measures,  it  would  oon- 
Arundel  eounly,  who  could  be  approached  in  this  ^»""o  "  *o°K  ^  **'«'  goverament  could,  under radi 
way,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Convention  to  adopt  circumstances  endure.  And  to  do  nolhiii|g  would 
the  most  energetic  measures  to  prevent  bribery  be  equivalent  to  sajrmg,  that  the  Con veBtHip  waa 
and  corruption.    Bribery  was  of  modem  origiu.  willinfr  that  the  evil  should  conUnue.    He  liad 
It  was  not  vet  at  iU  maturity ;  but  if  his  sources  J!""  twcnty.fi ve  years  on  the  bench,  and  aone 
of  information  were  to  be  relied  upon,  bribery  fifty  years  at  the  bar;  and  he  was  satafted  that 
would  be  committed  on  a  much  more  extensive  '(  ■?**  provisions  as  he  had  proposed  ware  car- 
scale  in  a  few  years.    He  thought  Anne  Arun-  "«*^  «"*'  ^^^  government  was  safe;  if  not,  emy 
del  might  be  as  pure  aA  she  had  been  represented,  thing  was  lost.       .    .  ^  .  ,  _ 
The  means  of  corniption   were  perhaps  not  as       ^r.  Gwimn  reminded  the  gentleman  frooa  An- 
esieiisive  in  thai  county  as  might  be  required.  *>«  Arundel,  that  the  severe  punishmentprcjided 
He  had  lieard  leas  complaint  of  bribery  in  the  ^o*"  *»J  the  gentleman   from    Kent,  (Mr  Ctom- 
eity  of  Baltimore,  than  perhaps  in  any  otherpor-  "»«.)  .w^uW  nol,ofne3e»ity,  effect  the  jur 
Uon  of  the  State  of  Slaryland,  either  on  the  for  which  it  was  desmned.    Formeriy,  in 
eastern  or  western  shore     But  he  did  not  attri-  **'*<*»  shoplighlinir  and  many  other  inmor  O 


hute  thit  state  of  things  to  the  fact  that  the  peo- 1  ««»  "^^^  punishable  with  death;  yet,  in  amla  ci 

pie  of  Baltimore,  more  than  the  people  of  any  **»«»  '"jh  crimes  multiplied  to  an  ineredibla  as- 

other  portion  of  the  Sute.  were  beyond  the  *«?^-    ^hc  peril  incurred  seemed  to  dignUy  Ifta 

reach  of  corruption.    He  thought  there  was  a  «"""®'  *"<*,*^  ^""^1*^J***  S*^  ***fS"     *}  *?• 

much  more  natural  reason;  and  that  was  that  r*®  great  glory  of  Sir  Samuel  RemiUy,  thai  be 

there  were  so  many  voters-lhe  merchantable  introduced  provisions  in  which  some  proportin 

commodity  was  no  i5reat--(laughier)— Uiat   -t  ^»"  °^7***   between  the  offence  and  puDi^ 

would  be  utterly  ruinous  to  any  parly  to  supply  "»"»*'    J^l  Convention  mighl  iniiUto  hlas;  te 

the  means  of  comipiion.    It  would  be  almost  aii  •l^hoiigh  a  fraud  upon  the  elective  Oanchiaa  b 


evidence  of  insanity  to  attempt  it ;  and  he  spoke    *  serious  evil,  yet  it  is  certamly  not 

of  both  parties  alike,  because  it  was  known  that  |  ®"^c^^*^**?l*'''*=";^*??^J•Jlf  ?u  "A"^!"???^ 

eaeh  party  was  disposed  to  retaliate  upon  the 

other. 

The  same  might  be  said  of  Frederick,  and  the 
larger  counties.     Both  parlies  were  afraid  to 


as  those  crimes  which  imperil  the  peaee  of  aoel- 
eiy  and  the  tafely  of  human  life. 


ties  would  accomplish  the  same  end.    A  Jury 
could  not  be  found  to  convict  men,  who,  in  tUMi 


...^r  «~""".  «Knn  p.r»«  were  airaiu  lo  ^f  high  party  excitement,  had  o'er  leaped  piop. 
"^rJI^J^  '^  /"•  ^"  ^*'*  r"^'*''  counties,  ^r  b^un^s,  if  the  punishment  was  so  CMihE. 
JI^?.i  «*^"  ''»?i.»  Po-nP'ral'^^'y  small  ma-  j  jyir.  SprKCca  offered  the  amendmenU  whieli 
terbl,tbe  system  might  be  exercised  successfully,    he  had  before  indicated  his  Intentioii  to  aubaUt . 


Aa  to  Anne  Arundel  countv,  if  he  could  credit 
the  statements  of  those  who  were  most  trusts 
worthy,  frauds  did  exist  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. He  had  heard  many  enquiries,  both  by 
whigs  and  democnts,  whether  thia  Convention 
was  going  to  do  anv  thing  to  prevent  and  punish 


He  did  so  in  order  that  the  Gonventi«Ni  mi|M 
ha\e  the  whole  subject  before  it.    Tbeycoyld 
come  in  at  the  proper  place. 
The  amendments  were  read. 
Mr.  Spbncer  resumed,  expreasiiiK  Ma  ballaf 

,. rr^'j     »m.^.        4U      ■    *  •  ..;-    that  these  amendments  if  aoopted,  by  Ilia  Cai^ 

hrnl^"'*r  ^t*^^T"iHi''*Vr^"K^^''*!l.?*^''    ^•°^«n.  ^^'W  effect  the  objeot  of  reaeUasaU 
-HI     tk  t   *Jr  ^  I  ?^^  did  wA    ihose  individuals  who  were  either  eaDdkEalSler 


Mttle  that,  they  scarcely    need  do  anything,    office,  or  who  aspired  to  become  candidatoa -«- 

Such  was  public  opinion.  ^^^^;   ^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^  his  remarks  of  a  pmlaai 

He  contested  the  position  which  had  been  as-  i:  day  when  he  indicated  his  intention  to  nrcpsss 

Humed,  that  if  severe  penalties  uere  imponedi 'I  these  amendments,  and  to  the  reply  of  Uia|M- 


fnev  would  not  be  enforced.  He  believed  liiatjj  tieman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  CHiMakiia,)  thai^lhs 
if  they  resorted  to  the  proper  measures,  these,  committee  had  come  to  a  conelusion  hi  aeaaid* 
ihiudd  could  be  prevented.  ance  with  the  spirit  of  these  ani«ndmeato,afldbs 

He  read  the  clause  of  tlie  Constitution  and  sta—  was  authorized  to  put  tliom  in  the  form  in  whiBb 
ted  frankly  that  he  had  never  known  a  conviction,  they  should  be  presented  to  the  Convantha. 
under  this  clause,  nor  of  a  violation  of  it.    The^  f  T))e  propos!tion  of  the  gentleman  froaa  K«t  M 
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ytwintid,  ud  it  apfMtnd  to  him  not  to  go 
te  — ough  toafact the  purpose.  A  more string- 
ml  oelh  would  be  neeessary,  and  in  other  re- 
■peela,  he  considered  that  propoiition  at  lem  ef- 
fctiiethan  the  amendment!  he  had  now  offered. 
He  theo  went  on  to  compare  the  propositiun 
of  the  committee  ai  presented  by  Mr.  Chamb- 
sea,  with  the  amendments  he  bad  just  read 
end  to  show  wherein  he  thought  the  defects  of 
Hie  fitneer  were  supplied  bj  the  latter. 

He  proceeded  to  state  that  the  people  eyerj- 

where  were  looking  to  the  ConTention  to  adopt 

for  the  greater  sccur-tj  of  th(*  right  of 

U  end  he  had  oflerpd  these  amendments 

the  earnestness  and  sincerity  with  which 

he  aought  the  same  object. 

He  was  conscious  that  the  amendment  he  had 
efcted,  yeaterday,  to  the  proposition  of  the  Com- 
Bitlee  restricting  the  power  of  the  Go? emor  as 
to  the  remission  of  punishment  for  bribery,  was 
leeelfed  by  some  unfarorably,  because  he  had 
ietrodveed  a  qualification  providing  that  the 
Goietpor  ahould  be  clothed  with  the  power  of 
leaaisakm  in  cases  where  the  prosecution  was 
false  and  malicious.  In  his  ex|«rience,  howev- 
er,  he  had  known  cases  of  this  character,  and 
had  sometimes  rendered  their  veitlicts 
the  influence  of  party  feelings,  lie  waa 
willfaiK,  therefore,  to  deprive  the  Governor  of  the 
yewer  of  entering  a  nolU  proiequi,  or  granting  a 
perdon  fai  these  cases,  except  where  he  was  sat- 
isSed  bj  sufficient  evidence  that  the  prosecution 
WdM  malicious  or  untrue.  He  was  not  willing 
to  eotniit  these  cases  to  the  jurjr,  or  to  the  Le- 
fblatore,  but  he  would  confer  this  power  on  the 
Gwveniort  who  was  more « likely  to  act  with 
deliberation,  and  to  remit  the  punishment  on 
helng  aetisfied  that  malice  and  falsehood  were  at 
the  Mton.  in  such  cases  he  was  unwilling  to 
tehe  Ihim  the  offender  every  chance  of  rcatura- 
tioB  to  his  position  in  society. 

Mr.  MiTCBCLL  said  he  rose  with  verv  great 

rdnetenee,  but  as  he  differed  from  his  colleague 

fislt  conscientiously  bound  to  support  the 

lasent,  be  wished  to  state  the  reasons  which 

hhn  to  do  so.    It  was  well  known  that 

in  ell  the  eonnties  there  was  a  large  proportion 

of  poor  men.    Poor  men  have  very  large  fami- 

Kee  generally.    (Laughter.)    It  is  the  practice 

I  those  who  desire  to  help  this  class,  and  to 

well  in  their  neighbornood,  to  give  out 

about  the  months  of  June  and  J  uly .    1  know 

that  about  that  time  the  corn-houses  are  thrown 

open,  end  as  the  natural  effect  is  to  give  them 

popelartty  at  home,  if  they  should  chance  to  be 

eenJidetea  for  office,  the  people  of  that  neigh- 

hofhood  woaM  osuallj  vote  for  them.    Now,  if 

aaf  nMlloioaa  individual  should  lay  hold  of  this 

efacoaaianee,  he  might  bring  these  gentlemen 

inte  Coort,  and  bv  a  jury  picked  by  political  op- 

poneala,  they  mic ht,  notwithstandinir  their  known 

pepilai  it y  would  have  elected  them,  without  any 

sash  act  of  liberality ,  be  convicted  under  this  seo- 

jV       tiga,  as  it  bad  been  reported,  and  be  forever  dis» 

i       fnechisei.    He  could  not  make  a  upeech,  be- 

J^      came  he  foimd  he  was  getting  frightened  here. 

J       (Cries,  **go  00,  go  on.")    Mr.  Mitchell  1  can- 

^       Mlioit 


Mr.  Dnwitmi  Mid,  that  the  ipirit  of  hinno- 
ny  which  now  laemed  to  manlftst  itielf  fai  cTery 
quarter  upon  thb  eabject,  must  be  regarded  as  a 
most  happy  change,  and  one  highly  gratifying, 
alike  to  the  Convention  and  the  entire  commu- 
nity. Scarce  a  week  had  yet  elapsed  since  the 
fiercest  battle  had  been  waged  against  every  pro- 
position, designed  peculiarly  to  purify  the  elec- 
tions of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  to  wipe  away 
forever,  the  stain  of  fraud,  so  frequently  and  so 
gravely  charged.  Then  it  seemed  impomible  to 
dfect  any  beneficial  remedy.  Gentlemen  trem- 
bled, lest  forsooth,  the  liberty  of  free  suffrage 
shoukl  be  fettered  by  some  slight  restriction, 
and  however  wholesome  such  restrictions  were 
shown  to  be  in  their  purifying  tendency,  the  re- 
sult bad  shown  how  willingly  the  responsibility 
had  been  avoided.  Such,  however,  was  not  the 
feeling,  and  caution  now  exhibited  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  bribery,  an  evil  supposed  mainly  to  exist 
in  the  various  counties  ot  the  State,  rather  than 
in  its  populous  towns  and  cities.  Developments 
and  admissions  had  been  made  most  humiliating 
to  our  "State's  prkle,"and  he  warned  those  who 
were  making  such  unhappy  confessions,  that 

**A  chiel^  amang  us  takin'  notes, 
And  faith  he  will  print  ^em,*' 

and  that  their  degrading  aspersions  would  there- 
fore go  forth,  telling  fearfully  against  the  purity 
of  their  constituency,  and  the  integrity  of  our 
noble  State.    That  this  political  disease  might 
exist  to  some  extent,  it  was  unnecessary  to  deny; 
but,  surely,  it  was  not  yet  in  that  exaggerated 
form  which  the  heated  fkncies  of  political  moral- 
ists had  induced  them  to  imagine.    He  had  from 
boyhood,  mingled  freely  with  his  fellow  men, 
and  though  he  regarded  the  evil  of  bribeir  as 
baneful  in  its  effects,  he  could  not  yet  consider  it 
as  a  great  political  cancer,  devouring  the  body 
politic,  and  requiring  so  fearful  a  remedy  as  that 
now  proposed  for  its  suppression.    The  great 
object  or  all  punishment  was  to  prevent  the  com • 
missions  of  crime, by  imposing  and  awarding  ruch 
pains  and  penalties  as  would  be  justified  by  the 
character  and  heinousness  of  the  offence.    In  this 
view  he  asked  whether  the  terrible  punishment 
specified  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kent  ^Mr.  CHAMaaas,)  was  in  ju«t  propor- 
tion to  the  character  and  criminality  of  tnis  evil 
practice.    It  might  be  that  the  elevated  position 
which  that  distinguished  gentleman  had  so  long 
occupied,  with  such  siinial  ability,  had  prevent- 
ed him  from  visiting  the  hustings  and  mingling 
in  the  exciting  scenes  that  ever,  from  the  very 
nature  of  our  government,  surround  the  polls. 
Then  under  the  influence  of  intense  party  feeling 
and  in  the  midst  of  great  struggliiigs,  men  with 
the  most  unblemished  mcTal   character  and  the 
most  spotless  integrity,  might  almost  imnerceo- 
tiblj  be  hurried  into  the  commission  or  deeas, 
which,  however  improper,  could  scarcely  under 
all  the  circumstances,  be  denominated  even    by 
the  strictest    moralist  as  highly  crimiMal.     He 
couM  not  for  an  im^tant,  concur  with  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr  Dor- 
SKT,)  in  ranking  thii    evil    as  above  the  high 
crimes  of  murder,  and  arson,  and  larceny,  in  its 


coormitf .  And  ba  tboHElit  tbit  in  panuii^  1( 
wilh  lueh  cruel  rigsr,  the  ConTsntlon  «h  id 
imouneDtdBDf^orMrryiiigiufaaeM  deteM^ 
Uoa  and  horror  quite  (00  r»r.    -  ■ 

gentltiMii  all  roun^ 

•oekinf  to  akTale 

applioatioBofarw 

tura  iottmctiTelj  lo 

An  additlonu  i 

whieh  went  oo  hr  a*  to  depriTO  Uie  Ch'ief ' 

utJTe  oflteer  of  theBtote,  of  the  power  of  par- 
don upon  ean«ictioiM  Ibr  thk  offence.  What  ■ 
spectacle  would  racb  a  cooititutional  feature  pro- 
sent  to  Ibe  woiM. 

Munler,  arson,  hrcenr,  erinie!i  ol  all  ^adea 
and  dmcription,  mignt  in  all  their  horrid  amr 
MalbthroDghoulihalenslh  end  breadth  of  our 
Slate.  And  jat  for  them  all,  ibera  woi  pardon 
Howerer  de*BitaMng  and  detnoraliiiug  their  in< 
fluence,  theclemencjof  thcEiecuIire  wbb  Mitt 
open.  But  fortheman  who dared,wh>taTer might 
be  theeireoDutaneei,  to  giTE  or  receive  the  moil 
trifling  bribe,  there  wis  no  nierrj,  no  hope,  thii 
side  the  grave.  Like  Cain  of  oJd,  he  must  wan- 
der the  world,  bearing  upon  his  liruw  the  niarfc  ot 
shame  and  the  inprca  oriDfamy.  Surelj,  gen- 
tlemen would  pauM  ere  thejr  gave  ibeir  sanction 
lo  tueha  measure;  Ihe  con<wqueDce)  mij  be  of 
Die  mnat  fearful  charactBr.  Though  the  politi- 
cal Caioi  might  be  few;  yet  because  their  deg. 
redition  and  dishonor  Could  not  be  wiped  out, 
the;  would  ineriiablj.  like  other  despcradoei, 
become  moral  mooiiera— infuiing  their  poison 
into  the  «rj  tiIbU  of  the  bodj  polKic.  Let  ui 
tw  careful  then,  how  we  make  unpardonable 
crimes,  lest  those  wtion  we  make  in'iumaQ  and 
dnpenile,  deal  •ilh  \n  fearfully.  The  right  of 
NuH'rnge  is  the  exalied  pririlege  of  a  frteman 
and  tnould  not  bo  lighllj  wrested  fVorn  him. 

If,  then,  you  desire  todeatroj  bribery,  let  Ihe 
puniiliiDeot  be  modified,  and  made  proportiooate 
lo  the  oBimce.  No  jury  (and  he  expreised  bii 
jCralificBtion  that  surh  was  the  fact,)  coiilil  Im 
jnductdloconiicl;  the  pentlly  absolutely  ... 
liuiized— and  therefore  defeated  Ihe  Tory  ob- 
ject sought  to  be  obliined  bj  iti  extreme  and 
most  diiproportitaiale  soreriiy. 

Before  the  aubject  w*>  Gnall;  disposed  ef,  he 
oxproaned  the  hnpo  that  gBntleiiien  ia  their  great 
zeal  lo  prevent  bribery,  would  afainooiiiiderthe 
propriety  of  prescribing  aome  adequate  punish- 
tnent  lo  destroy  the  lyatem  of  double  voting,  so 
onen  alluded  to  in  the  beginning  of  this  divoa- 
aion.  lie  rrgarded  this  evil  as  far  the  wont  of 
Ihe  two.  The  man  who  deposits  •  aeries  of 
votes,  defrauds  a  whole  political  commuoiiy  of 
their  riglita,  and  destroys  the  very  spirit  npon 
which  utir  government  reat>,  whili-I  the  voter 
who  siill'urs  himself  lo  hecnmc  the  ticltn  ef  bri- 
bery, deposits  but  on*  ballot  to  which  he  ia  la. 
gitimalojy  entitled,  end  iiivoltaa  only  himaelf . 
and  his  templor.  Ke  riprcMcd  the  confident 
belief,  t^ial  if  Ihe  Convention  waa  eareful  lo  pro-  \ 
portion  lliE  puiiir.hmenl  properly  to  the  offence,  i 
the  people  eveij  where  would  moat  ebeerfully 
coup  rale  in  our  labon,  by  stricUy  obaerving  the 
nandateBofthe  Coustitutioo  Biid  by  «eckiD|  tol 


pmiiy  th«  olecUTa  fruobiM  in  arar;  atdioa  oT 
theaiale. 

Mf.  QtaMaBM  regarded  bribery  of  roHn  a* 
a  arine  of  the  graatrtt  enon^ly,  and  om  «f 
wbiebaonan  wbokadaaonaotaema  of  bonor 
and  of  right  uoral  prindple,  should  ba  guil^. 
He  axpraased  hi*  r^ret  to  see  « ipirit  pravaleat 
in  tbia  body,  which  while  it  admitted  tha  mgni- 
tude  and  miacbiels  of  the  crime,  obstmeted  Iba 
adoption  wrialMi  of  each  particular  BM*aui«  of- 
fered  for  its  eorrection. 

We  ahall  egngiously  fail  in  one  duty,  if  wa 
omit  to  inaert  in  our  Constitution  aooia  piovi- 
alon  eflecIuiUy  lo  amst  this  vice,  which  IB  now 
Btalhlng  abroad  through  tha  land,  tud  bas  PMde 
its  appearance,  an  u  slid,  into  all  dasaei  and 
olrclea  of  society,  even  amongst  thou  »ba  are 
In  all  other  pacticulait  clavBled  in  tiiair  ■onl 
character  and  worth. 

The  vice  of  bribery  could  not  bo  too  soon  aa- 
•ailed  and  put  down.  The  moat  effeelual  ai  wall 
aa  moat  prompt  masna  to  arrest  it,  ought  10  la 
'  Fed.  He  waa  willhiglo  adopt  anjann*^ 
'ilad  lo  efbct  it. 


Dcnt,  cahsulai 
To  moat  of  the  suggeatiouB  coming  ITom  ina  gas- 
lie  man  from  Queen  Anne,  (Mr.  SriKcaK,}  ha 
had  no  objsetinn,  but  he  waa  oppoaed  to  tha 
modification  of  the  executive  power  aa  * 

The  fact  had  been  atited  and  « 
In  former  inslancea  the  Goverr 
Ilia  Bulhorilj  to  shield  offenders  fram|niDisbn 
in  some  cases  by  ncUt  prssefu,  to  pmYant  trial, 
and  in  others  dy  pardon  after  coDVielion.  1^ 
Ihia  be  preveniedfor  Ihe  future.  Inganaimlit 
might  be  well  to  leave  soma  ditcrelionaij  pmnr 
with  the  Govemoi  to  remit  penalties  for  eriMaa, 
but  this  should  be  an  exception.  It  is  the  cryhK 
vice  of  the  limes.  The  rapidilT  with  wbkh  it  m 
spreading,  and  ill  pernicious  and  eorrupllni  i» 
ffueaee  on  tha  bellol-box,  called  for  tha  nuaoM 
certainty  aa  well  as  severity  of  poniahnonL  Wa 
are  now  preparingfor  a  fresh  start  in  oor  poltlt- 
cal  history,  wilh  a  remodeled  and  renerated 
coda  of  oijianic  law  ;  let  us  move  off  from  Uw 
j  beginning  with  a  firm  and  decided  purpoaa,  la 
Ihiwn  upon  any  and  eve>7  approach  to  tbia  de- 
testable and  mischievous  practice,  and  Iboa  en- 
list the  great  lettr  of  public  sentiment  againatfl. 
Let  u*  give  llie  lead  and  the  tone  to  that  pablk 
sentiment.  1'he  people  expect  us  to  arrest  thii 
toTTODt  of  corruption,  and  will  sustain  ut  In  aar 
eflbnatodo  it.  Those  persona,  if  Ihara  baiaeb, 
of  high  and  honorable  feeliuK,  who  faava  ia  a 
moment  of  excitement  yieldea  to  the  ciampl* 
around  them  so  far  ai  to  partioipata,  in  aoMada- 
gree,  in  this  vice,  will  give  a  most  Bttantln  oar 
toyoarsolemn  admoniiion.  He  believed  aast 
Brnly  Ihat  those  who  had  been  aetiva  in  IhMa 
praelioea,  would  be  among  the  very  Hrrt  lo  tbaab 
us  for  a  proTiiion  whieh  will  make  it  impOMiya 
to  continue  such  a  oourse.  They  all  paceciia, 
as  even  man  must,  the  debasing,  corruptiDC  at 
fecta  of  this  vice,  and  will  be  most  happy  to  have 
B  reason  and  a  motive  on  whieh  tliey  can  ptaa* 
their  refusal,  fiirlher  to  pursue  a  eourae  whkk 
their  feelinp  and  their  conscience  daloat  aed 
loathe. 
Jl  ia  Slid  (be  modification  is  deaigncd  lo  iaa** 


•Mh  the  GoTcmoT  th«  poirtr  to  ramil  onlf  in 
OMivhcn  he  iswiiiBed  thapromution  orM- 
MlM  ia  nilicB  and  falxhocKi.  Jf  Ihii  aiD  be 
proved  to  tbe  Gorcmor,  lbs  mdm  UUjhmiij  wUl 
pnm  H  to  the  court  md  jury,  mnd  pnilcet  Ibc 
party  iImk.  But  we  kiioir — expericnca  h«i 
Mint  iM— that  the  GotBinor  will  act  not  npoh 
^IDOT,  but  upon  riportc  reprenentatian— upon 
MlitiemI  p«Tl;  reprnenUtiDn.  )!■  alone  ii  to 
iodga  whan  milice  or  fstKhood  iimtilulcd 
)m  pnMMntim,  and  how  i>  hn  judgmcDl  to  be 
mjirimrd.hnt  bj  indirkluah  impelled  Ljf 
'U  cxcltcinenl  and  part}  prejudice?  t 
aaa  will  be  made  a  ease  oriKintting  in  to 
ndfkJwbood,  and  thua  your  whole  (|aleni  be- 
oaa  pnetieallj  a  dead  letter,     Apinit  thii  he 


Mr.  DiRicKioH  replied  thai  wbaterar  might  be 
haoniDion  orgenllemcn.  in  renrd  to  thi«  "rr^- 
ngTiEC,"  Mil  tiail  been  il}Ied,he  waBconfidenl 
jMtnrj  tntn;  penoniorthe  hiEhMt  rti^cU' 
lili^and  orttciliif  hoiieily,  hailminiled  in  Iht 

ccBeaofpoIitiolilrireaiid  partaken  r     ''~ 

Mil,  »iMr  might  hare  Involved  themi 
trf  "vice,''  perhi|)i  rather  from  the  secenltj  of 
)m  euBi  than  from  anj  deliberate  deiign  to  do 
>  wrani.  Uka  the  gen  item  an,  he  fullj  appre- 
:nlcd  tM  eooMquence*  of  the  evil,  and  eantMl- 

Ldeaired  toiee  it  ithollj  tradicaled — and  for 
1 VMJ  reaaon  he  urged  the  Convention  to  ap- 
i|y  MNBa  appropriale  remedj,  not  to  attach  the 
■mlAmaiit  now  piescrlbcd,  at  which  the  verj 
MMa  would  look  with  terror,  and  shudder  to  in- 
IkL  He  never  could  accord  with  the  opinion 
bit  ihia  oHenea  wai  above  or  equal  in  grade  to 
Iw  crunei  of  murder  and  arton  and  those  of  a 
lindrad  charMter,  and  he  never  could  agree  to 
alaUiah  any  punishment — (mora  ctpeciallj  one 
ifaoaolcnin  a  character  at  that  now  propMed.) 
rhieb  neiilier  line  nor  circumstance!  could  mil- 
wipa  away.    DisfruKhiiemcnt  Toreverl 


ballot-baz  waa  Iho  grtateal  nod  we  poanMaed, 
and  be  asked  genUameo  whether  they  ware  ready 

" '-  viotated  without  some 

The  extest  to  which  it 
reason  to  juatifj  us  io 
laying  a  atioDg  hand  upon  it  at  once.  We  have 
been  told  that  public  oplnioa  call*  for  ibe  sup- 
ptetsion  oTlbiaiice.  He  coiuidered  it  as  worse 
Ifaan  the  lepnisy,  end  expreased  a  hope  that  it 
would  be  arediceled.  Men  who  would  deliber- 
ately inflict  a  atab  on  the  purity  of  the  bwllat- 
boi,  be  would  mark  wilh  the  liraud  of  Cain,  end 
diin  them  with  the  lash  of  scorpima  from  the 
pala  of  tree  JnslitulioM. 

The  qualion  was  tlien  taken  on  the  eoicnd- 
meat  of  Ur.  RMitii,  and,  by  ayea  40,  noes  31, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  oueilion  than  recurred  on  the  am  end  meat 
af  Mr.  kmaULT  (ai  to  the  pardoning  power.) 

Mr.  GeAiDK  aaid  that  i1m  amendmenL  of  the 

Ctleman  from  Baltimore  county  prupoted  to 
it  e  power  which  was  not  yet  granteil.  When 
Iha  report  on  the  Executive  depanniDiit  should 
tie  before  Ibe  Conveotion,  it  would  he  the  proper 
lime  go  Into  tbs  eomideratiun  of  ifaiii  lubject. 
But  at  present  there  ia  no  such  power  eiiiting  aa 
it  ia  proposed  here  to  limit.  ]t  will  be  time 
enough  to  diaeuia  thii  aueition  when  lliat  repurt 
comea  up  for  action.  Now,  from  the  character 
of  the  diicuision,  we  seem  to  be  about  slidii^ 
into  a  debalfi  on  the  pardoning  power,  which  may 
Kcupy  the  time  of  the  ConvenLion  fur  some  deya. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  county  would  not  preu  hii  aieend- 
nent  at  present,  but  let  it  be  withdrawn  until  it 
'  )  in  ill  appropriate  place. 

Hr.  RiDcaLT  exprcsted  bis  belief  that  tliii 
smaodment  aabnccd  the  greet  object  which  the 
|ieopl«  looked  for,  and  that  unlaw  this  provision 
shad  be  Inaerted  in  the  Conalitulion,  they  would 
not  vote  for  it.  He  did  not  consider  it  as  ohnux- 
lo  the  criticism  of   the  gentleman   from 


^■■BtlaMnpauM-letlhem  beware-behind  ,  ""W""""'";™  "".'n"  B""eman  fro^ 
BdrTpravistorif  Hcan  be  executed,  an  abm  iluM"  Annsj-  U  reftiwd  to  an  offeece  which 
lea  opi.  into  which  many  a  noble,  but  thought-  *"  ""  fST^'  '"''  J^'^'t  """tnown  to  -m 
a*  joutb,  under  the  inlluenoe  of  momentary  im-  ''~'-  .  '"-•  """.  "T  ""  uonveniion  scenicil 
Mhaa.  Bay  fall  and  sink  to  riseio  this  world  no 


Hr.  /■  V.  DiMNii  veuinded  Ibe  Convention, 
kM  it  waa  MNnnhted  to  us  to  determine  the  quee- 
iH^ffliirlUnesaforselfgavernment,  and  that  this 
aigkt  ba  OM  of  the  last  opportunities  we  may 
«ea  rf  ftaw'mL  our  eapacitjr  Ibr  it.  He  ao- 
Wtcd  tn  the  emcta  of  corrupuon  on  the  Rcpub- 
Isaf  Oncee  end  Rome,  and  expresaed  hia  fsr- 
«tbapc,(hatth«  time  wouM  never  come  when 
hetolW  of  our  country  would  be  coupled  with 
kail*,  ill  iliuatration  of  the  brevity  of  republi- 
aalMltUthjin.  Ha  tnitted  that  America,  the 
ttMoir  hil  biith,  would  nurvivB  to  the  lateit 
NtM,  lad  the  people  of  after  agee  would  pro- '  rtmendment 
HSMB  a  bleailv  on  the  Stele  of  Maryland  for  '  Ij  grafted  on  that  report.  But  a 
hangnirftil  labors  of  this  ConvcnlioD.  In  re-  mantof  the  gentlarnanf 
fhbthe  Mngertion  that  we  are  makinglbe  pun-    limiting  Iha  disfranchii 


be  that  the  pardoning  power  should  not  he 
eiven  to  the  Legislature  or  the  Courts,  but  only  to 
uie  Executive,  ifitcould  be  guarded  in  his  handir, 
by  proper  railrietiona.  He  could  not  see  tliat 
there  could  be  any  better  plea  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  hia  amendment  than  that  in  which  the  of- 
fence itself  ia  detined.  He  therefore  could  not 
(ornent  to  withdraw  his  propoiitioti  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Introducing  it  in  the  report  to  which  Ibe 
gentlemen  from  Queen  Anne's  referred. 

Mr.  JaKirex  was  of  opinion  that  the  objec- 
tion ui^  by  the  gentlemiTi  from  ()ueen  Anne's 
deserved  consideration.  There  is  a  report  on 
our  teblei  on  the  Executive  department,  end 
be  Ihr  proper  place  for  iliia 
It  may  be  very  propcr- 


that  wouH  u 


the  a 


(Mr.  RickUD.) 

_.  ...  to  Bre  ycim  had 

rejected, he ihoutd  beagiinitthewithdrew- 

hc  lhou)[ht 

...  ,  ..._..  ...   .,, ,  ^ J  lolekelhe 

B  between  good  and  evil.    The  I  seme  of  the  Conveation  now  on  the  question 


WMMof  l^beiy  out  of  all  pioporti 

■MaHy  of  Ibe  cnmc,  he  referred  gentleman  to  I  al  of  the  amendment  _.  .,  _. , 

"abook,  which  they  had  read  in  their  Infimcy,    Ihereahould  be  an  opportunity  given  to  lake  the 


rxpodUnii  niigU  Ut    bt  |  fram  F  i! 


:"a 


Qorcn  Anns 'a.  Uia  eHi^l  Would  tw  I0   brloi  Dp 


Mr,  Oouoi  Bill  <ra  hod  hnen  dinniining 
tha  iiilijcct  or  the  clictive  triDr^ljiia  four  or  Gia 
W(iell<.     Aoii  unw    0   propoEitian   1*   iolroiIuriH] 

whliji  Vrlngt  lip  Um  que^iitm  of  ilin  (itrdoinag 
powur.  It  ii  ■  nrw  ^nettiun  nnd  muil  lend  to  « 
nnf  dtanuHroD.  Bo  inUuubtd  to  Ulia  •  pari  in 
ttiu  diicinaion,  but  hi  would  nut  do  It  »1  thi* 
lima,  anion  thia report.  Tiiarem;  In  oilirr 
crhDci  tn  rt&reoM  10  whUb  wc  mtj  think  il 
wlio  ti>  rRtlrtit  thp  panloning  fowtt  in  tbe 
hand*  of  the  UliMutiop,  and  we  e»n  iIikd  bih- 
Iir«r.«  the  whole  ■^^jecl  In  one  dlimiuinn.  ll 
tppeftmd  to  him  thol  this  wnuld  hti  a  ntueb  bet. 
lor  eoone  thin  to  have  nil  theu  pm^iliani, 
ciMtnHrlnjM  tbejr  tre  in  their  ctiBriinlti,  tejitialed 
in  dllliiTtnt  rajwrt*. 

Mr.  f  1.11.1  itel.HJ  ll.«l,  ..  II."  n>(ilii>tk.i,  ..nl,* 

dltrnUll'-lllHrllWDt  lU  nr«    y-'-     '■■'.^;-:,    .-Vrt 

bjllrt  '-"onreritiiin,  hit  nh^-  -  I 

itraLufd  tn  win  ■lalnii  1  i  1 1 

ulttwuih  t«  w«iinf»w.r  ■■  .   - 

jm^iaonl  tot   britwij.     All  ' '1     ■ 

Jialibi  loarori  hj  »d  nuimi  icniii'i  jii  i ^■^'■I^ 

ihaold  ba  iiKwri^d  lu  ih«  Coixtituiian,  ih*  pun- 
uluni'nt  would  bu  irrvtucahle.  He  oiuit  Uivr*- 
rore  «ale  (ptlnat  il.  Tl'"  innotanl  mnj  mukn 
tliutimuicenotioleattilMTlhiicoollBlIooaBdpun- 
i«hm*Dt  maj  luta  Ukno  ptoe*,  ;■>  it  would  b> 
ItupoHililc  to  rvioke  Uie  MiuloniM.  und  Uik  Idiiu- 
ciDt  would  ba  diifnuuliiaod  lurtv«r. 

Mr.  JooM  DuiNK  uid  Uial  Iw  liad  Tolcd 
throughout,  fiuia  Alplia  tu  (.lawm.  fur  «y«tf 
lUMium  Bilculitrd  to  Ihnivr  purd*  round  Ibe 
b«llul  box.  to  {iriurfs  it  iu  iis  puril^r  In  favor 
of  Btnrj'  rar(i|iinilian  of  ibat  cbuaclir  lie  luid 
TCltd.  Hiid  )» lind  bvoD  «njilod  bj  Hmm  aruiind 
""^  I,  Rid  lutd  uf  lli«  dira  and  csrUin  rrspawi- 
'1*  whiuli  swaited  bim  al  tbit  bar  uf  puUio 
INNI.  AU  lUu.  buwetar,  tn  rvfirdod  u  lb* 
._.»  WHid  which  pi«*»tb  hj.  Bouuihi  ha  had 
*vUd  that  ■  naturalixtd  foraiguni  rii  kba  SUM  of 
MarjIaDd,  tbould  rvude  iu  llio  8Ut«  IwoIra 
mnnlhi  atW  nalurttlinliou  IwIUb  t>*  coubl  b« 
cnliitcd  tu  vote,  he  had  bnca  cbatgvd  with  Wni$ 
anuppreaior.a  rvitrinliuniil.  a  uiurpar,  &<:-  Iu 
luoliedlntohiaoDnducI  lo  discuier  what,  ll  Lhera 
oiuld  Iw  anf,  analoi;]!  titltram  liii  cuurH  lod 
(hatof  Oilier  Cromwull.    Fnnu  ibe  e>nilrai«ii 


piinl.  of  ho   ow<- 
IrWi  on  ihij  EaiU: 
thu{<art<.ril.eSt]tir 
firmHiei  of  human  1 
Blwajntood   hi(h 
Ij.     He  did  nnl  wl, 
i-fnoT  of  bU  fdtn, 

Ihalrii).  .1 

^i^Jd*...-,  ,.■ 
tbi-nnh!..!!  . 
luTBtml  .>>>., 

hiieillm.>iu.<...!  ::>. 
Iriah  people,  win,  1 
rendered  In  our  cm 
more  thau  lie  did  th 

/^olmlrj.     II.'  in[t  il 
forU.Di;u,J    .         , 
all  Ihf.r   (. 

'<.■  !.tlllrJ  Ji, 
nlrj.    No  ni* 
pvUnuMtif 

inlnniak* 


und  all  Iba  oliwr  Kiiu  .       ,  .  u,b- 

I  ti.it  UiihalrvatrklloTi  '  -.,.■■ 

palkd  10  brar  «mT.i,  <>i    "i'-  ■  ■  in,:  ,ir- 

Innreol'UiOr'nmlrj,  "In!.  ..ijinuii  c.ljiL^t  laqK 
,  luka  hto  -batr  tl  Hit'  duncirr  lla  *iaa  iur  «tn> 
banded  Juititc  ami  wuuld  put  all  uii  ao  njvMj 

Mr.  XKiuKt  >aid,  he  would  muicioaauHlA* 
Mttendoientai  rollowi  r 

"But  it  ahalt  at  all  limo  Im  ccmpoeat  Ac  Aa 
court  berote  wliidi  luch  ooniiciiun  may  !■,!• 
becD  had.  upon  btin);  tatiaUedlij  iciiintini,  ^ 
fcred  fpr  the  purpotc,  uflti  Mnc  iu«lteiHwa|'~ 
unfounded  in  f*ct,  In  att  nuiilt  Uia  jurf  ^ 
rendered  on  Iho  vcidlct  of  Iba  imj,  t~' 

Ur.  Srikcu  uld  be  w»  Inclined  I 

lilG  (UgSBttioD  of    hit   I'ijttl'HlClll^    1  iMr.  (Im 

and  out  proceed  (uilln  ; 
ku^jiict  [ivw.      Had  II  '  ' 


..::am 


ttmo.    lie   won 
thuConiiiLit! 

iMtODdcd  'III    ' 

Bui  judt>i ' 


■  -f 


'X::. 


have  nliBidj  tn  licU-  lianilt-    11"      ,     . 

fore,  tint  the  Cunteiiiiiiii  wuuM  nut  afna  witta 
affieniiiaant,  hut  ii'Quld  aiJopi  Iha  tun    '        ~* 
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hii  eollcigue,  and  let  the  subject  be  postponed 
until  tbe  report  on  the  executive  department  shall 
come  up.     He  would  withdraw  his  amcndoierit. 
Mr.  Gbason  cited  the  amendment  an  proof 
that  the  Convention  had  not  sufficiently  consid- 
ered the  coDiwction  between  this  subject  and  the 
report  on  the  executive  department.    The  gen- 
tlemn  from  Anne  Anindcl  proposes  that  power 
abmU  be  given  to  the  courts  to  grant  a  new  trial. 
Wu  it  not  better  to  remit  the  case  to  the  Kxecu- 
tife,  when  it  appeared  that  thu  conviniion  had 
been  giveD  improperly,  than  tu  try  the  man  over , 
•SaiQ? 

Mr.  DomsET  samsted  that  the  gentleman  frum 
Qaaen  AdoCi  (Mr  Spenckr.)  had  committed 
En  error  when  he  stated  that  the  courts  now  pris- 
aeiaed  the  power  conferred  hy  his  nmendmi-nt 
To  obtain  a  new  trial,  which  can  only  be  granted 
before  jii^ment,  it  is  now  necessary  to  make  a 
motioo  therefor  within  some  few  days  after  the 
▼ecdict.  according  to  the  rules  of  the  courts.  But 
hit  amendment  proponed  to  override  these  rules 
of  eottft,  and  to  permit  the  motion  to  he  made 
any  time ;  and  as  well  after  ait  t)efi  ro  judgment. 
l^araa  alleged  by  that  gentleman  that  courts  were 
lomatimes  influenced  by  prejudices  or  partial  i- 
tiea,  aa  well  at  jarors. 

DittiDi^  bia  observation,  when  at  the  bar,  and 
hiieKpanence  on  the  bi-nch,  which  was  not  a 
vny  abort  one,  he  had  never  know,  had  never 
heard  of  any  court  in  this  State,  which  had  heen 
thoa  inflnenced.    It  is  well  known  that  the  feel- 
inp  of  Judgea  are  always  in  favor  of  the  accused 
tM  that  in  trials  by  the  couit  to  induce  a  convic- 
tioa  foil  and  aatisfactory  evidence  of  guilt  ia  re- 
^Ini.    He  could  hpeak  with  the  samu  knowl- 
edge of  facta  in  rzculpation  of  juries     Ho  recol- 
hSedbut  one  case  to  the  contrary,  as  having 
fHMd  under  hia  judicial  cognizance.  Thcreihe 
jory  uadv  mistaken  influenccb  found  a  verdict 
ofgail^t  when  the  court,  after  a  momcntVs  con- 
nltation,  informed  the  counsel  of  the  accused,  that 
if  ipplied  for  a  new  trial  would  be  granted.    Ho 
did  not  think  that  the  Governor  was  so  likely  to  be 
Ine  from  piditical  influences  the  courts.    He 
VDoldlbrtfiaritate  that  he,  when  acting  as  a  judge, 
lud  made  it  a  rule  never  to  suffer  anv  man  to 
appioech  him  for  an  appointment,  on  the  ground 
oat  ha  waa  a  Whig  or  a  Democrat.      Ho  always 
npliid  to  auch  applicants,  that  he  know  no  poli- 
ties on  tbe  bench,  and  this  he  believed  was  the 
eiH  ef|  all  eourta  in  this  State.    The  Governor 
m  the  eootiarj  if  a  politician.    The  court  when 
aetiag  baa  beard  both  aides ;  while  the  Gover- 
Bor,  after  lialaDing  |o  tbe  testimony  on  one  side, 
mlj  grasta  or  refusen  a  pardon.    It  is  important 
tea  JHt  decision,  that  if  a  punishment  is  to  be 
imuitedv  it  ought  to  be  after  an  examination  of 
Ikatartimoay  on  both  aides. 

Mr.  GaaaoN  considered  it  improper  to  com- 
■itthepmrdooing  power  to  the  courts,  or  the 
Lmillaliira  or  the  Attorney  General;  he  did  not 
ftfaik  that  it  ought  in  all  caseb  to  be  vested  in  the 
flefenor.  But  be  did  not  intend  to  make  any 
^pMch.  He  waa  not  prepared  to  go  into  the 
iDBiideration  of  this  tubjectat  present. 

Mr.  R1DGKI.T  regretted  that  he  could  not  com* 
1?l 


ply  with  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
t^ueen  AnneN.  that  he  should  withdraw  his 
amendment.  He  would  be  happy  to  do  so,  from 
courtesy  to  that  gentlem  in:  but  he  felt  himself 
com p«  lied  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  pnrsii^t  in  it 
until  the  question  should  be  taken  He  did  not 
think  the  amendment  waa  out  of  place. 

Mr  CaisriKLD  gave  notice  that  at  the  proper 
time  he  Kh'>uld  offer  the  following  amendment: 

*'I.aw8  shall  be  made  for  ascertaining  by  pro- 
per proof,  the  citizens  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  right  nf  mi Ifragu  hereby  established." 

On  motion  of  >1r.  McHknay, 

The  Committee  roMc,  the  President  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  the  chairman  reported  that  said 
committee  had  in  obedience  to  order  had  said 
rrport  again  under  consideration,  and  had  come 
to  no  conclusion  thereon. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  until  lo-mor- 
row  morning,  11  o^cIock. 

KxFLAKATioy. — Mr.  Si'uxcEX  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Dorchester,  Mr.  PiicLrs,  said, 
so  far  had  the  htw  been  carried  by  the  judges 
of  electiun!>,  in  rejecting  legal  voter5,that  he  had 
known  instances,  where  persons  olfering  to  vote, 
were  rejected  on  the  !<core  at  age,  wno  notori- 
ously were  above  the  age  of  twenty -one  years. 
He  could  mention  many  in*tance»  of  iKgal  voters, 
who  had  been  rejected  un  the  score  nf  age.  He 
could  refer  to  the  case  of  an  individual,  who  was 
as^ociated  with  a  newspjper  journal  in  Queen 
Annes,  who  hud  heen  so  usAociated  in  TnltMt 
county;  who  had  been  a  farmer  in  Talbot  county, 
and  wiiose  Mrth  place  was  in  a  distant  county. 
He  otfered  to  vote  ui  Queen  Annes  and  was  ob- 
jected to,  on  tiio  scoi-e  of  ago,  and  although  ho 
offered  to  swear  that  he  had  voted  at  previous 
elections  for  years  antecedent,  in  other  counties 
in  this  State,  and  that  he  had  been  conducting 
his  own  business  for  years  and  was  of  age,  still 
bccauH'.  his  parents  and  the  bible  in  which  they 
had  registered  his  birth,  were  not  at  hand,  and 
in  the  nature  of  things  beyond  his  reach,  his 
vote  was  rejected.  He  could  recite  otlier  casca 
of  like  abuse  iu  reference  to  age  as  well  as  resi- 
dence. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  22d,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  eleven  o^clock. 

Prayer  was  made  by  tlie  Kev.  Mr.  Griffith. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  a  quorum  was  present. 

Tile  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  hav- 
ing been  so  amended  as  to  correct  an  error  in  tho 
statement  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Spencer, 
was  approved. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  ELECTIVE  FRANCHISE. 

Mr.  GwiNN.  Imovo  the  adoption  of  tbe  follow- 
ing order : 

Ordered,  That  all  debate  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Elective  Franchise,  and  on 
the  pending  amendments,  shall  cease  at  twelve- 
and-a-half  o^clock  to-day,  and  that  the  chairman 
of  the  comroitteo  of  tlie  wUole  %V\^\i^v^\\.\Xx^ 


najj  report  of  the  said  commitlt-ettid  the  ameDJ- 
mcnb  aereed  to  and  pending  in  uid  cammittee, 
to  the  CouTeolion  for  its  action. 
The  order  liiTin;  been  reacl, 
Mr.  GwiKH  called  tlic  previous  question. 
Mr.  Criivield. -1   ask    llie  gentleman   frani 
Ballimore  cily  (Mr.  Gwthn)  to  withdraw  Ihi: 
call  for  the  preTiousqucstiQn  foramoment.    Idc- 
nin  to  suggest  til  him,  Iljut  it  would  be  bettor  »> 
to  modify  (lie  order  at  lo  allow  fivu  niinnten  to 
Ihemoverof  a  (iropusilioii,  aud  nofurtlii'rdcbalo. 
I  approve  the  ohject  of  IIik  order,  but  sliould  be 
better  ^aiislivd  witli   it,  if  such  a  modJIiuuliou 

Mr.  GwiHN.  The  genlleman  will  perceivetbat 
the  resolution  does  not  operate  lipun  a  iiibjeci 
when  it  comes  into  Con ren lion.  Tlicro  a  fjeiitle- 
man  can  occuiiy  as  niudi  time  as  he  cbooaeii. 

Mr.  Caist'iii.D  waii  proceeding;  to  rcpljr,  whcb 

The  I'buidkst  interposed  and  Mid,  Ibatall  de- 
bate vat  precluded  by  Uio  demand  for  Ihc  pievious 
qurttion. 

Mr.  McLikNK  desirrd  to  be  iiiforiufd,  whether 
gentlemen  would  be  at  libcrlj  lo  oiTer  In  Conven- 
tion, any  amendniGnls  whieh  had  not  been 
otTered  in  uommitlecof  Uic  whole. 

Tlio  Pbebidemt  stated  Ills  ImpreMion  to  he 
that,  according  tu  all  practice  under  the  parliu- 
mentary  taw,  no  proposition  could  be  olteicd  in 
Cunvention,  whic:n  bud  nut  been  olfervd  in  com- 
iiiittee  of  tlie  whoJo. 

A  desultury  debate  followed,  coverinE  u 
great  deal  of  ground,  and  mnkini^  tbc  guncrarap- 
plication  of  the  parliamentary  law  and  nilet  of 
order  in  the  Hnutc  of  Represontatives  of  the 
V.  ».  and  ill  the  llousoof  Delegates. 

Mr.  DitEH  intimated  his  opinion  thai  tlie  usage 
in  Uie  House  of  jlcUeates,  hud  not  been  hi  con- 
formity with  tbc  iiitimatinn  made  by  Iho  Chair; 
and  submilliid  that,  under  «uch  a  i^olmtnicUon, 
membcra  would  bp.  prohibited  from  oirerinj;  in 
Convention  amendinentt  which,  had  Ihey  aiilivi- 

taled  any  siicb  roune  of  proi»:eding,  Uie;  would 
KcntTureil  in  Cummillco.* 
«omc  ciiiivt^rsalion   fiillowud  on  the  part  of 
Messrs,  Bpehcur,  })i:c)uhin,  Uiseh,  JiKitiit 
and  DoiSKT  and  the  Phksident. 

Mr.  DAdsmovcd  to  luy  on  tlie  tabic  tlio  motion 
for  Ihc  previous  i[iic»tioii. 

This  motion  was  at  first  entertained  by  tlic 
FiKsiDnsT,  but  wa.1  Eubsef|uent)y  declared  out  of 


d  there  was  not  a  second. 


Mr.  Phei.ps  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  GwiHN  called  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PuEi.pi  wiilidrew  his  motion,  in  order,  he 
suiil,  ilr;u  the  qucsliiin  niijjht  be  taken  on   the 

.Mr.  (i«  iKN.  I  esk  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
adiipiion  uf  llic  order, 

.Mr.  CnitFiKLD  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion hy  striking  out  so  much  ai  directed  the 
Chairman  to  rcpsrt  the  liill,  with  the  pending 
amendments,  to  the  CuiiTeation,  Uid  lo  iosert  in 


lieu  thereof,  a  provision  "tliat  tlie  Convention 
proceed  to  take  a  vole  on  the  amendmenta  pend- 
ing, and  on  such  as  may  be  offered,  and  that  the 
mover  have  the  right  uf'^explanation.'' 

Mr,  McHehrv  alluded  to  a  propMitioD  which 
he  had  offered  on  &  farmer  day,  having,  be  said, 
precisely  the  same  object  in  view,  but  which  had 
not  yet  been  acted  on. 

Mr.  CaiiFiELD  said  if  the  genllenun  iD»nt 
his  proposition  asa  substitute,  it  would  meet  ha, 
(Mr.  C's)  views. 

Mr.  McNiHKt  then  offered  the  following  mb- 
Etitute  for  the  resolution  of  Mr,  Gwuix: 

"Ordered,  That  tlie  debate  on  the  artidea  of 
the  Cuiislitution,  reported  by  the  committee  on 
llie  elective  fraiich if  c,  shall  terminate  in  commil- 
leo  of  the  whole  on  this  day,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  H., 
when  each  amendment  pending,  or  whieh  may 
b«  offered  »liall  he  passed  upon,  without  any 
further  discussion  than  explanatory  remark*  not 
extending  beyond  tivc  minutes  by  the  aereral  pro- 
posers of  such  amDndmeuts." 

Mr.  Philfs  moved  to  tut»titute  fifteen  nio- 
utos  for  five,  but  withdrew  the  amendBeut. 

Mr,  IticAun  moved  to  amend  by  daaignating 
one  o'clock  of  tliis  day,  at  the  hour  at  which  the 
vole  should  betaken. 


tnry  law,  and  the  effect  of  that  law  upon  the  bu- 
siness of  the  Convention  if  tbe  inlerpretktirai  in. 
timated  by  the  President  wan  correct 

Mr.  UucHAKiH  suggested  eitlier  lliat  that  in- 
terpretation must  be  over-ruled,  or  that  tbaODD- 
venlion  must  retrace  the  step  it  had  taken  tbe 
other  day,  in  prohibiting  the  taking  of  the  yeas 
and  nays  in  committee.  Otherwise,  nolLlDg 
woiiUbe  knowulo  their  Constituents. 

Mr.  McLake,  after  giving  Ins  Tiawoftheeoo- 
stni^ion  of  the  parliamentary  law,  expruaed 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  best,  as  the  repcrlef 
the  committee  on  the  eleetive  franchise  had  been 
discussed  In  Committee,  to  let  it  run  it*  career 
liiero ;  but  iniimnicd  lliat  horentUr  he  should  be 
opposed  to  sending  any  subject  to  the  Comniil- 
tee. 

The  point  of  order  was  further  dlacuiied  by 
Messrs.    Jivit-tR,    Bucuih-ah,    McLahi    and 

DiSEH, 

When  the  Phemdeht  announced  that  tbe  hour 
aisigned  for  the  order  of  the  day  had  arrived. 
OntnoticDofMr.  Toci, 

The  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day  wai 
postponed,  that  the  Convention  might  proceed 
~  illi  the  consideration  of  tlie  pending  queitlon. 

Mr.  EJOLLERi  citeda  rule  of  the  KDUiBof  A*" 

'csentatives  of  tlie  United  States,  to  aha v  that 

e  practice  in  that  body  waa  not  in  ooofocHilJ 
willi  the  opinion  given  by  the  Preaidant. 

Mr.  TocK  followed  in  u  brief  eapoaition  of  Ik 
view  of  tbe  Parliamentary  law. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mevr*.  Dm- 


aation,)  Mr,  Briht,  of  Baltimore  city,  t 
Thomai,  Chauieks  and  Baoww. 

The  President  intimated  that  the  whole  difr 
eulty  might  be  avoided  by  the  adoption  of  am 
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rule  (of  which  no  notice  was  requisite)  pending, 
that  imendroents  might  be  offered,  &c. 

After  which, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Drown, 

The  pending  proposition  was  informally  laid 
upon  the  table,  to  enable 

Mr.  SoLLERS  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

**After  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
the  article  ftball  be  again  subject  to  he  debated 
and  aiAeoded  before  the  qtic«tion  \\\um  its  pas- 
saire  shall  be  taken." 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  Convention  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Gwivv,  with  the  pendin;;  amendments. 

Some  conversation  followed,  aAer  tvhich, 

Mr.  Brbnt,  of  Baltimore  city,  offered  the  fol- 
io wing  order: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  17th  rule  be  re- 
sciDded.  as  prevents  new  amendments  being  or- 
dered after  the  call  fur  the  previou<«  qucMiion 
shall  have  been  sustained;  and  be  it  further  or- 
dered,  that  all  niles  which  allow  this  Convention 
to  resolve  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole,  he 
rcfcinded. 

Mr.  Randall  suggestpd  that  an  amcndmc  nt, 
made  to  the  rules  the  other  day,  provided  lur  thin 
▼ery  thing. 

Mr.  Brent  explained  wherein  hr  cun.-^idered 
the  two  propositions  as  differing  from  each 
other. 

Some  further  conversation  followed. 

Mr.  Brbnt  then  moved,  (according  to  the  n> 
quirement  of  the  existint;  rule,)  that  the  rules  lie 
suspended  to  enable  him  to  oil vr  the  rrsulutinn 
Bui  be  withdrew  the  motion,  and  intimated  ihat 
he  would  offer  the  resolution  to-morrow  niorii- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown-, 

The  Convention  resnnn^d  ihr.  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Ciwinx,  and  of  th«^ 
pending  amend mentx. 

Mr.  KiCACD  withdrew  bin  amendment,  drsip;- 
natingtbe  hour  of  ono,  as  tlie  limitation  of  lime, 
(that  iiour  being  already  pa«sod.)  I 

The  oueation  was  then  taktsn  on  the  substitute  j 
of  Mr.  McHbnrt,  and  it  was  adopted. 

And  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Gwi\-s*,  thus  amen- 
ded, was  adopted. 

THE  RLBCrrVB  FRANf'HISF.. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Brown*, 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
daj. 

And  the  Convention  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee ofthe  whole,Mr.  BLAKisroN's  in  the  Chair, 
and  resumed  the  con^deration  of  the  report  of! 
the  committee  on  the  elective  franchise. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment, 
offered  vesterday  by  Mr.  DoKbcv  to  the  amend- 
meot  01  Mr.  Ridcelt. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment,  by  yeas 
98,  nays  34,  was  rejected. 

And  the  amendment,  by  yeas  !2ri,  najs  34,  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  FooKB  offered  the  following  amendment : 

*■  After  having  taken  an  oath  (if  not  conscien- 


tiously scnipulous,  and  in  such  ca<(c,  affirmation.) 
that  he  has  not  received,  and  will  not  receive 
any  fee  or  reward  for  Ins  votu  at  ^aid  election, 
and  that  lie  has  not  given  or  (iffrKil  lo  give,  and 
will  not  give  or  offer  to  givr  diicrtly  oi  iiulirect- 
ly,  any  U-v.  or  rtward  to  hrilM*.  or  us*>i^t  in  bri- 
bing, or  iiitluencing  any  voter  ui  haid  election,  or 
t»  induce  anv  pCDion  not  to  vote  at  i*uid  elec- 
tion." 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
w.as  rejected. 

Mr.  KiLfiorR  offered  the  following  amend- 
mt  nt : 

Insert  in  the  second  section,  seventh  line,  after 
the  word  "same"'  the  followinir :  **And  any  per- 
son who  gives  or  eaases  ti>  In*  given  an  illegal 
vote,  knowing  it  to  be  so,  at  any  election,  to  be 
hereafter  held  in  this  Slate. ^* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

TlHM|iiestion  now  recurred  on  ihe  amendments 
offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Sfknikr,  as  tli«  third 
and  fouith  >eetion«s  to  the  lU-[n>rt.  (^^ec  pro- 
ceeding of  yestenlay.) 

Mr.  MclU.VRV  expressed  :i  hope  thnt  the  Con- 
vention would  not  roneenl  t<i  rnirHvlv  whui  was 
almost  an  entire  eotle  t>(  laus  in  the  sli:ipe  of  :ui 
amendnienl  to  the  C-oiiHtilution.  ile  would  not 
make  any  ohjectiuii  to  (he  principle  ront:iii  «m1  in 
this  proposition  of  ihe.  p  nileman  from  t^iieen 
Anne's.  The  details  into  wliicli  it  had  been  ex- 
tended were  very  snitable  for  a  law.  But  lie 
hoped  thny  would  not  Ih.*  ui!  mil  led  liere.  The 
prt)visions  of  an  organic  law  sluMild  be  general, 
plain  and  unmistukeable.  If,  followmg  this  ex- 
ample, we  arc  to  engraft  in  the  ortsrmir.  l-.tw,  all 
till!  details  whieii  would  lie  in  rf^s.ii-y  in  a  le;^i><- 
lalivc  uet  lor  the  |inni>hnieiit  of  murdiT,  larceny, 
and  ail  the  other  clashes  ofei  iMu:>,  we  sliall  ncver 
i;el  through  the  lalmr  betore  n  .  All  that  we»  cjin 
do,  all  that  i<  proper  for  iii  to  d**,  ii  to  insiMl 
geneial  provi^iitn^^,  leaving:  it  to  the  liegi«ilatun; 
to  till  up  thedet'iilo.  It  is  l\»r  iih  to  consider  the 
purpo*»e  for  which  \vc  3\r  •.ent  here,  and  to  carry 
out  the  wi.shi'S  of  the  peiiple;  and  onhsR  wc  <lo 
thi»4,  ihi'y  will  reject  the  (.'oii««litiition  when  pre- 
sented to  them,  and  all  our  W4irk  will  fall  to  the 
griitnid.  If  there  was  one  antipathy  which  was 
fell  by  the  people,  stronger  than  any  other,  it  was 
against  any  n»»trictiuns  on  the,  iic:ht  ai'  >utrra«re. 
This  was  a  priviiepje  wliich  the,  peoplit  had  a 
right  to  delec;ate  to  as  few  per<on>  to  e\ercisc, 
as  tliey  might  think  he^^tf  as  in  other  countries  it 
is  entrusted  to  a  limited  numher.  Hut  so  jealoub 
ai*e  they  of  this  power,  that  they  will  not  be  sat- 
slii'd  with  any  thing  less  th.ui  ii*>  ino«t  ampl^  cn- 
ioyment.  Every  restrictit^a  on  this  right  is  theie- 
fliro  to  be  avoided. 

At  an  earlier  period  of  tin;  ses^^ion,  he  had  t,f~ 
fereda  provisinn  [»ri •^^•rii)in'X  a  >hnrt  residence  in 
the  district;  and  In:  had  inienij'  d  !•>  follow  il  up 
with  another  niakin<r  the  elitrtinn  distriet^i  •^mnii- 
er,  80  tliat  the  voters  in  each  di.?trict  may  be  well 
known  to  each  other.  Tliis,  h».-  thought,  would 
be  the  best  way  to  prevent  iVaud.  and  would  be 
the  only  safeguard  to  the  right ot:«nti rage.  Hav- 
ing withdrawn  that  proposition,  and  finding  that 
numerous  motions  to  restrict  the  (»rivilrge  Ind 
been  since  ofiered,be  wouhl  now  r^\\n  notie^^^^^\^ 
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he  intended  at  a  proper  time,  to  renew  his  amend- 
nicnt 

Tliis  system  of  limitine  districts  to  rompara- 
tively  small  noijrhborhoods  would  render  it  im- 
praciicable  to  oomniit  frauds,  llo  believed  that, 
under  its  ofie ration  there  would  not  be  a  solitary 
leg^l  rote  lost,  while  the  qiialificatinn  of  a  six 
months*  i*csidence  would  lead  to  many.  He  could 
not  but  express  his  astonishment  that  the  Con- 
vention should  have  almost  unanimously  adopted 
the  cramping  amendment  of  the  committee  which 
contained  this  reiidence  qiialifiration,  not  only 
in  the  counties,  but  even  in  every  di<<trict  or  ward 
of  the  eily  of  Baltimore.  He  did  not  intend  to 
(letnin  the  Convention  by  going  further  into  the 
subject  al  prcprnt.  His  only  design  in  making 
these  few  remarks  was  to  show  the  ground  on 
which  he  should  vote  hfreaflrr.  He  would  vote 
against  all  restrictions. 

Air.  SeF.Nc-RR  wi<ihed  to  explain  to  thcfrentle- 
man  from  Harford,  that  his  amendment  had 
nothing  in  it  which  tonrhedthn  right  of  suifrage. 

Mr.  Brewer  suggt^^ied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne's,  at  the  riose  of  the  first  paragraph, 
whern  it  prescribes  that  the  oath  shall  be  taken 
beforr  tho  Judfre  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  to  sub- 
stitute a  JMdfire  of  the  rounty. 

Mr.  SpEvrp.R  admitted  that  it  might  be  proper 
to  make  some  change  m  the  amendment.  He 
had  himself  thoueht  it  would  require  plight  moili- 
fication  on  thii)  point.  But  it  rmild  be  amended 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  Kii.GoiR  said  the  amendment  ought  to  go 
further.  Bribery  w:is  not  the  only  offence  against 
which  It  was  necessary  to  make  provision.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  offence  of  double  voting 
oueht  to  be  covered  bv  this  proposition. 

Mr.  SpF.KcF.n  replic'd  ihiit  it  coverc<l  the  whole 
ground. 

Mr.  CiiAMRER<:snid  that  the  committee  on  the 
elective  francliisrt  bud  rejiorted  an  additional 
section  which  accomplished  the  object  of  the 
eentlcman  fmm  Queen  AnneN  in  much  fewer 
words. 

Mr.  SpcNCRR  answered  some  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  made  to  the  dilfuscnrss  of  his 
amendment.  He  would  not  go  into  the  question 
whether  it  wa*  more  condensed  than  the  report 
of  the  committre.  Tfie  report  contained  more 
words.  But  it  did  not  coTcr  the  whole  ground. 
The  report  only  embraces  those  who  give  bribes 
What  then  was  to  become  of  those  who  were 
guilty  of  double  voting  and  colonizing?  Now, 
his  amendment  embraces  all  these  offences.  He 
would  submit  lo  the  Convention  therefore,  which 
proposition  was  the  best 

Mr.  Doustv  sent  up  to  the  Chair  a  series  of 
amendments,  which  he  desired  might  be  printed 
for  the  iuf  )rniation  of  tjie  Convention. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  power  lo  order 
the  printinir  of  a  paper  was  in  the  Contention, 
and  not  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.   'i'ncK   suggested   that    the    anicndm:*nt 
should  be  read,  but  did  not  press  the  request. 

Mr.  Morgan  suggested  to  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Dorset)  to  designate  at  what  particular  poimts 
the  tmeodments  should  come  in. 
Ailer  some  further  coDversation, 


The  question  wa<«  taken  on  the  amendmentj  of 
Mr.  Spekcer,  and  by  ayes  40,noei  27,  they  wen 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  S0L1.P.RS  offered  the  following  amend- 
ments : 

Insert  after  the  word  •*  person,"  in  the  fint 
line,  fSrd  section,  the  words  "above  the  age  of 
twenty -one  years ;  '*  and  after  the  word  '*  crime,*' 
in  the  second  line,  insert  **  unless  he  shall  be 
pardoned  by  the  Kxecutive." 

Mr.  SoLLERs  explained  his  object  in  offering 
this  amendment  Assault,  with  intent  to  kill, 
was  an  infamous  crime.  Fighting  a  duel  waa 
an  infamous  crime.  But  with  reference  to 
these  oflVnces,  the  pardoning  power  is  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Kxnruti? e,  because  the  innocence  of 
the  party  may  be  disclosed  by  subsequent  evi- 
dence, which  may  satisfy  the  txrcuiive  that  the 
punishment  slioulrl  bo  remitted.  An  infant  maj 
be  convicted  of  an  infamous  crime,  and  it  may 
be  considered  proper  that  the  pardoning  power 
should  step  in  and  save  him  from  destniction. 

Mr  Prks^tmav  prenumed  that  to  the  first 
part  of  tlie  amendment  there  would  be  little  ob- 
jection. But  as  to  the  second  part,  ho  would 
suggest  to  the  {rentlemnn  from  Calrert,  that  the 
pardon,  aceonlinu:  lo  a  known  conitmction  ci 
law,  purges  the  ofl'enre.  It  is  the  general  in- 
terpretatioi.  that  if  an  individual  convicted  of 
crime  i^  aflerwanls  partloned,  or  has  served  out 
his  term  of  imprisonment,  he  is  purged  of  the 
crime.  If  this  was  nut  the  case,  he  would  not 
object  to  the  amemlinent. 

Mr.  SoLLERs  brjerty  explained. 

Mr.  i^pRNCEfi  moved  a  iubntitute,  for  the  fint 
amendment  of  Mr.  Som.ers,  and  which  was 
read  as  follows:. 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  word  *that»  in  the 
first  line  of  said  section,  to  the  word  'be,'  in  the 
third  line." 

Mr.  l)oR<iET  sniil,  that  one  of  the  amcndmenti 
which  he  had  ient  up  to  the  Chair,  teachedtha 
point  contemplated  in  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman fn)m  Queen  -June's,  (Mr.  Spekcer.) 

Some  convei->iation  follo^\ed,  as  to  the  order  in 
which  Mr.  I)orsi:v*s  amendments  were  entitled 
to  be  n^ecivid. 

Mr.  Criskikm)  expressed  great  surprise  that 
such  an  amendment  as  the  one  now  submitted, 
should  have  emanated  from  such  high  soureet. 
Ho  was  astonished  that  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne's,  and  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arundel  should  have  suggested  it.  If  the  right 
of  suffrage  be  of  such  high  value,  are  these  gen- 
tlemen willing  to  share  it  with  men  who  have 
been  convicted  of  crime,  and  have  lust  left  the 
penitentiary?  Are  such  men  as  these  proper 
trnstees  of  this  inestimable  right — men,  who,  hj 
the  sentence  of  the  law,  have  been  pronouneed 
unworthy  to  be  members  of  hociety  r  Are  the 
gentlemen  who  supp<jrt  this  proposition,  ready 
to  go  with  such  men,  arm  in  arm,  to  the  polls? 
Is  it  sate  to  entnisitlie  interests  of  the  commoo- 
wcalth  in  such  hands  r  If  the  Convention  ihall 
be  broiiirlit  to  this  decision,  the  Sute  of  Mary- 
land will  iitand  alone  on  this  point.  He  referred 
those  gentleman  to  the  ConstiL»tions  of  all  the 
other  states,  and  asked  if  there  iras  not  in  all  of 
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them,  profisions  excluding  m«n  of  this  class  from  |  Mr.  Soli.kri  repeated  what  he  had  before  ad- 
the  exerciM  of  the  elective  franchi^v  The  Con- 1  Tanced  in  iiupport  of  his  amendment.  He  thought 
«titutionof  the  State  of  New  York,  which  wa^  it  extraordinarj  that  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
eulogized  as  containing  all  thn  modern  impruv-  Arundel,  (Mr.  Dor^kt,)  who  was  willinfr  to 
mcnis  in  the  science  of  government,  expressly  punish  bribery  at  elections,  by  disfranchisement 
excludes  them.  He  hoped  that  the  Convention  -  forever,  would  be  willing  to  pardon  criminals  of 
would  not  permit  such  persons  to  ^haru  in  the  this  kind,  and  receive  them  back  into  Miciety. 
ex^rci-eof  the  right  of  siiRVagc.  Mr.  DoasRY  said  ho  would  explain  to  the  gen- 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  briefly  replieil.  ex- jtleman  from  Calvert.  The  one  olfence  strikes 
plaining  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  >  at  the  root  of  our  institutions,  while  the  other  in- 
move  to  strikeout  this  clause.  His  object  was  ijures  society  only  in  a  limited  degree,  and  is 
lo  assimilate  the  amendment  to  that  which  had  !  liierefore,  comparatively  light,  and  he  may  hare 
been  offered  by  the  ^pntlrmnn  from  Queen  |rome  out  of  the  penitentiary,  a  place  for  rcpent- 
AnneS  ;  not  that   he  intended  to  advocatu  the  ,  anre,  a  reformed  man. 

crimes  then.sclves,  but  bcnnise  he  felt  a  sympa-j     Mr.  i^oi.Li:Ra  resumed.    The  gentleman  from 
thy  lor  fallen  humanity,  and  was  avers«i  to  put-   Anne  Arundel  saj*,  the   penitentiary  is  a  place 


ting  an  indelable  mark  of  infamy  on  cnnviets. 
There  wa.<i  no  distinction  made  between  an  indi- 
vidual sentenced  to  two  years  imprisonment,  and 


to  repent  in.  Why  then  would  he  not  send  ihe 
uran  ttiere  who  gives  or  rcceive*i  a  bribe,  and 
give  him  an   npportunitv  to   repent  r     He  could 


one  for  fifteen.  Xone  bi'tneen  the  highway  rob- 1  not  see  why  the  gentleman  from  .Anne  Arundel 
ber.  and  the  man  guilty  of  a  \tim  crmie.  The  :  would  give' his  arm  to  the  one  at  the  polls,  and 
public  will  set  a  proper  estimate  upon  tlie  char-  •  pro^crihe  the  other  for  ever.  Hut  if  a  few  per- 
acter  of  these  irHlividuals.  He  never  heard  any  i  -ions  come  out  of  the  penitentiary  reformed,  it  is 
complaining  becau'^e  the«e  individuals  voted. -very  welt  known  that  ninc-tenthn  of  those  who 
The  gentleman  from  Somerset,  (Mr.  Csisfielp,)  have  been  there,  have  eoineoiit  worse  than  when 
hid  asked  whethrr  we,  who  support  tlii^  amend-  thev  v/ent  in. 


men!,  would  be  willing  lo  t^o,  arm  in  arm,  to  the 
polls  with  men  who  hadbeeriennvicted  of  crime, 
and  had  just  left  the  penitentaryr  lie  would 
ask  the  pentleman,  if  many  peR>otis  were  not  dis- 
carded from  society,  who  had  never  fallen  into 
(uch  crimes ,  while  many  who  had  been  reform- 
ed by  punishment,  had  become  valuable  members 
of  the  community.     In  classifying  oflenccs.  we 


Some  conservation  followed  on  points  of  order. 

Mr.  SrrK'fT.R  withdrew  his  ^ub<ilitule  to  ena- 
able  the  question  to  he  taken  on  the  first  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  S^OLLERS. 

Mr.  Stf.wart  of  Caroline,  renewed  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  SpF.vcr.R,  and  mat.e  a  brief  explana- 
tion, in  reply  to  Mr.  Sollers,  Mating  the  reason 
which    induced  him    to     vote  for  so  heavy  a 


ought  to  look  at  iheir  effect  on  the  community,  penalty  in  bribery.    The   punishment  of  other 
aodthii!«  to  estimate  the  degree  of  infamy  which  'crimes'  was  fixed  by  law,  and  thi^  woiiKl  be  to 
nhould  attach  lo  an  oflVnder.     Wlint  is  the  object  |  add  one  j^reater  of  it«elf,  than  that  now  imposed 
of  punishment  ?    It  is  in  part,  to  rheck  the  pro- !  by  the  act  of  Assembly. 
peosity  ofthe  offender  lo  commit  the  oflenc«*  ofi     The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  branch  of 


vhich  he  has  been  convicted,  and  a!«o  toprevrnt 
others  from  its  commissinn.  He  hail  known  in- 
diridtiRls  who  had  served  in  the  penitentiary  one 
Tear,  mnd  had  been  in  the  Le(;islature  the  next ; 


fhi*  amendment  of  .Mr.  Sui.t.FRs. 

And  it  was  ai^rced  to. 

The  question  rccurrinc;;  on  the  second  branch 
of  the  amendment. 


itnd  be  had  been  himself  protV-isionally  employed'  Mr.  Sprntrr  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking 
in  a  case  where  a  man  who  had  been  convicted  ■  out  the  wonis  **bn  panloned  by  the  E&ecutivu," 
of  m  erime  and  who  had  served  his  time  in  the  I  and  inserting  **UMles<  the  restriction  is  taken  off 
peDitentiary,  excepting  for  one   week,  and  who  by  the  (rovernor.*^ 

desired  to  be  informed  whether  he  had  not  a  right  j  *  Mr.  S.  explained  the  operation  of  the  amend- 
to  Tote,  and  when  told  that  he  had,  said  *'he  felt :  ment. 

u  a  freeman/*  That  roan,  he  believed,  waa  a<  Mr.  Tuck  submitted  to  the  Chair,  that  the  re- 
jood  citizen.  [Here  the  hour  of  two  oVlock  ar-  ■  marks  of  both  the  f^entlcmen  who  had  la.st  spok- 
rived  when  all  debate  was  to  stop  by  resolution.] !  en  were  out  of  order. 

Tbe  Chairman*  interposed  and  announced  that       Some  conversation  followed  as  to  the  construe 
the  hour  had  arrived,  by  which,  under  the  order,  lion  of  the  nile;  after  which,  the  amendment  of 
oftheCkmrention,  the  general  debate  must  ter^j  Mr.  Sfekccr  was  rejected. 
nuDate.  I     And    the  amendment  of  Mr.    Sollers    was 

Mr.  Dorset  said,  in  explanation  of  the  amend-  i  agreed  to. 
ment,  he   had  indicated  that  the  object  of  pun- 1     The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
Jkhment  was  to  confine  an  individual  who  had  ■  as  offered  by  Mr.  Spenckr,  but  withdrawn  by 
committed  crime,  in  a  place  where  he  could  re- 1  him,  and  renewed  by   Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caro- 
pentand  reform.     And   unless  the  Convention ;  line. 

intended  to  fly  in  the  face  of  all  the  Legisla-|     The  amendment  was  rejected, 
tioo  of  the  State,  they  were  bound,  if  these  in- ,     Mr.  Dorsey  asked,  that  if  in  order,  the  amcnd- 
dividuaU  afterwards  became  (rood  citizens,  to  re-  ments  he  had  offered,  might  be  read: 


eeive  and  treat  tliem  as  such,  and  to  let  that 
which  had  passed  be  forgotten.     If  time  allowed, 


The  first  amendment  was  read  as  follows: 
Strike  out  from  the  second  section,  in  the  first 


be  could  state  many  signal  instances  of  tliis  re-  j  line,  after  the  word  '*give^*  the  words  *'or  offer  to 
fermatioii.  I  give." 
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Mr.  Dorset  said,  this  provision  was  in  con- 
formity with  the  act  of  Assembly,  which  punish- 
ed »uch  otTcnces.  The  object  was  to  strike  at 
the  root  of  the  evil. 

The  amendment  by  ayes  41,  noes  19,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  recond  of  the  scries  of  amendments  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Dorskt,  simply  corrected  a  verbal  er- 
ror; and  waH  agreed  to. 

I'hc  next  was  as  follows: 

Strike  out  in  the  fitlh  line,  the  words  *<of  profit 
or  trust,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  "or  appoint- 
ment." 

This  amendmcnt,by  ayes  33,  noes  19,  was  re- 
jected. 

The  next  amendment  of  Mr  Dorset,  was  to 
inKcrt  atHer  the  word  '^giving,"  in  the  7th  line  of 
Ml  id  section,  the  words  **or  offering  |to  give." 

The  amendment  by  ayes  38,  noes  25,  was  re- 
jected. 

The  next  amendment  was  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Insert  atler  the  word  ''State, "  in  the  7lh  line, 
the  words,  *'or  by  the  ordinances  or  authority 
uf  the  mayor  and  city  oouncil  of  Baltimore."* 

Mr.  DoRSKY  offered  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional ^ection: 

*  That  no  person  who  is  a  candidate  or  has 
heon  nominated  and  is  to  he  voted  for  to  fill  any 
office  or  appointment  under  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  ttiis  State,  or  the  ordinances  or  authority 
of  the  mayor  and  city  council  of  Baltimore,  shall 
contribute,  £;ive  or  subscribe,  or  promise  so  to 
do«  any  money,  or  other  thing  of  value,  to  bo 
used  or  employed  in  any  way,  in  aiding  or  pro- 
moting the  success  of  his  election;  except  some 
reiisoiiable  Mini  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  i'Xpon'*e  of  printing  ballots  or  tickets  to  be 
rast  at  ilu*  election.  And  any  ])erson  herein  of- 
fniding  sIiaH  be  deemed  ^lilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
and  on  coiiviction  thereof,  in  a  court  of  law«shall 
he  punished  by  Hue  and  imprisonment,  and  forev- 
er then*aftcr  bn  deprive<l  of  his  elective  franchise 
ill  this  State  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  be 
incompetent  to  hold  the  office  to  which  he  may 
have  btfii  elected;  or  any  other  office  or  ap- 
pointment under  the  consiitution  or  laws  of  this 
State.  «>r  onlinances  or  authority  of  the  mayor 
and  city  c<iuneil  of  Baltimore,  or  to  vote  there- 
after at  any  election  therein." 

Some  jocular  con\er«ation  followed. 

Mr.  Dorset  stated  that  in  offering  this  amend- 
ment, his  object  was  two'fold.  First,  to  prevent 
the  raising  ot' large  sums  of  money  to  be  used  in 
bribery  and  corruption  at  elections ;  and  second- 
ly, to  make  public  offices  the  rewanl  of  merit,  not 
of  wealth.  That  for  their  attainment,  the  poor 
man  and  the  rich  man  might  enter  into  competi- 
tion upon  equal  terms.  That  he  belonged  to  that 
school  of  olden  deinocracy  which  held,  that 
"worth  makes  the  man,  and  want  of  it  the  fel- 
low.*' 

"Tliat  honor  and  shame  from  no  condition  rise; 
Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies." 

That  in  selecting  public  servants  or   officers, 
wcaltli  formed  no  clement  of  preference.    That 


superior  integrity  and  capacity,  not  wealth,  were 
the  grounds  upon  which  such  selections  were  to 
be  made.  Suffer  such  enormous  subscriptions  lu 
be  exacted  from  candidates,  for  purposes  of  bri- 
bery and  corruption,  as  they  arc  now  subjected 
to,  to  ensure  a  piirty  triumph,  and  every  poor  maD, 
nn  matter  how  pre-eminent  his  qualifications  for 
office  may  be.  is  driven  from  the  field  of  competi- 
tion  by  his  more  wealthy  competitor,  with  not 
half  his  merit,  solely  on  the  ground  that  more 
money  will  be  given  to  secure  a  party  triumph 
by  briber^'  and  corruption.  The  result  will  be, 
Mr.  President,  if  no  check  is  imposed  upon  thin 
system  of  bribery  of  voters  and  pollution  of  the 
ballot-box,  that  the  elective  franchise  will  cease 
to  be  of  any  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  virluous, 
patriotic  portion  of  the  community,  and  your 
public  offices  will  virtually  become  a  saleable 
commodity  to  be  struck  ofl'to  the  highest  bidder. 
Reports  which  defy  contradiction  are  rife  amon^ 
us,  that  a  candidate  for  ofiice  has  been  known  to 
subscribe  ^oOno,  nay  ^7000,  to  be  expended  upon 
a  single  election,  and  from  information,  Uie  truth 
of  which  I  do  not  duubt,  the  sum  of  $20,000  if 
not  f30,000,  has  been  oflercd  as  a  contribution 
if  successful  in  procuring  a  party  nomination. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  and  by  yeas  33, 
noes  41;  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Dorset  offered  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section 

ArL  5th.  No  person  in  this  State  not  a  can- 
didate or  nominated  as  aforesaid,  shall  sive,  con- 
tribute or  subscribe  any  sum  or  HumsoT  money, 
or  thing  of  value  to  be  u^ed  in  any  clectioDecriDg 
canvass,  or  to  be  expended  in  any  way  in  relation 
to  any  election  to  be  held  under  the  constitution 
or  laws  of  this  State,  or  under  any  ordinance  or 
authority  derived  from  the  mayor  and  city  coun- 
cil of  Baltimore,  unless  such  gift,  contribution  or 
subscription  be  directed  by  its  author  to  be  ex- 
clusively applied  to  the  giving  of  barbacues  or 
treats,  at  which  candidates  for  office  and  otheis 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  their  fel- 
low citizens  ;  or  to  the'printinjj  of  public  docu- 
ments or  political  essays,  addresses  or  hand-bills 
designed  for  circulation  among  the  people ;  or 
the  providing  vehicles  for  the  transportation  of 
voters  to  the  polls  or  to  the  printing  of  tickets 
designed  for  the  ballot  box;  and  any  person  here- 
in offending,  or  any  person  applying  such  gift, 
contribution  or  subscription  to  any  electioneering 
purpose  contrary  to  such  direction,  upon  coovic- 
tion  thereof  in  a  court  of  law,  shall  be  fined  »d 
imprisoned  a«  shall  hiTcafter  bo  provided  for  by 
the  Legislature,  and  be  thereafter  incap^ile  of 
voting  at  any  election,  or  of  holding  any  office  or 
appointment  of  any  nature  or  description,  under 
the  constitution  or  laws  of  this  State,  or  under 
any  ordinance  or  authority  of  the  mayor  and  city 
council  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Bren't  of  Baltimore  city,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  amendment : 

*'0r  for  platforms  for  political  speakers  to 
stand  on,  mu.sic,  tranBparencics  and  other  inciden- 
tal expenses  necessary  and  proper.*' 

Mr.  Mitchell  desired  to  move  further  to 
amend  by  adding  "and  that  no  spirituous  liquors 
shall  be  used." 
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This  unendnient  was  not  now  in  order. 

The  imendment  of  Mr.  Bres-t  hy  ayes  2t), 
noes  41,  was  rejected 

And  tlie  amendment  of  Mr.  Domey  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  DoMBT  offered  the  following  amendment : 

No  pemn  in  this  State  holding  any  office  or 
appointment  under  the  constitution  ur  laws  of 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  oflicers  thereof, 
shall  g^ve,  contribute  ur  Huhiinrib'.  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  or  oth»r  article  u(  \;ilu<*,  to  be 
iired  in  any  electionecrinf;  canvask^,  or  to  be  ex- 
pended in  any  way,  in  relation  to  any  election  to 
be  held  under  the  const itutiun  or  kiwa  of  thii* 
i^tate,  or  ordinances  of  the  Ma^orand  City  Coun- 
cil of  Baltimore,  and  any  person  hi-reiii  oliunduig 
shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  in  a  court  uf  law, 
be  fined  and  imprisoned  as  fmm  time  to  time 
msT  hereafter  be  provided  by  the  Lee;i.slature; 
and  be  forever  therei&fler  incapable  of  votinfi:  at 
any  subsequent  election,  and  ul'  lioliliiifc  any  office 
or  appointment  of  any  nature  or  description 
whatever,  under  the  laws  or  constitution  of  this 
Sbite,  or  under  the  ordnianees  or  authority  of 
the  Mayor  azd  City  Council  of  Hultimure. 

Mr.  DoasBY  vtated  thut  it  was  matter  of  public 
notoriety  that  officers  uf  the  United  States  had 
been  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of 
the  elections.  Levies  were  mudc  on  them,  which 
they  complied  with  under  the  dread  of  losing 
their  offices.  He  desired  to  extricjtu  tho  United 
Stales  officers  employed  in  this  Stale,  from  thi:i 
state  of  things,  by  exempting;  them  fiom  thei>e  le- 
vies. He  wi^ed  to  prevent  the  United  States  go- 
vernment from  thus  interfering  with,  and  cur- 
upting  our  State  election^. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  by  ayes  40,  noes  i 
41  (after  a  second  count)  the  amendment  was  re- ' 
jeded. 

Mr.  DoasLY  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

No  person  in  this  State  shall  himselfor  through 
the  agency  of  otherx,  receive,  u»e  or  expend  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  thing  of  value 
given,  eontributed  or  subscribed  bv  any  person 
or  persons  whatsoever  living  out  of  the  State  of 
Maiyland  to  be  made  o|)erative  in  any  election- 
eeriog  eanvasn,  in  relation  to  any  election  about 
to  be  held  under  the  laws  or  constitution  of  this 
State,  or  of  the  ordinances  or  autliority  of  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore;  such  per- 
son BO  receiving,  using  or  expending,  and  each 
and  every  of  his  agents  thcruhi,  u|>on  conviction 
in  a  court  of  law  shall  be  lined  and  imprisoned 
as  the  Legislature  may,  from  time  to  time  direct ; : 
aad  be  forever  thereafter  incnpablo  of  voting  at 
any  future  election  of  any  nature  or  kind  in  this  : 
State,  or  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  or  of  holding 
any  cMffice  or  appointment  under  either.  i 

Mr.  UoasEY  explained  that  this  amendment 
was  intended  to  operate  not  only  in  the  State, ' 
bat  on  persons  out  of  the  Stato,  and  out  of  the  , 
Uniu^  States.    In  former  times,  with  what  truth  ' 
he  could  not  say,  we  had  heard  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  being  expended  by  British  roanufao- 
torers,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  ours.    He 
thought  it  right  to  punish  any  man  who  shall  re- 
ceive from  any  others,  whether  from  Tresideots 


of  the  United  StatcH.  or  of  furei}!;n  countrieii,  any 
sums  of  moneyN  t'ur  the  purpose  oi"  bribing. 
u.  Mr.  Maubaw  moved  (the  usual  hour  having 
paired)  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Dorset,  and  by  aves  JU,  noes  43, 
it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  reje.ntcd. 

Mr.  DoRSEY  moved  the  following  aniendmont : 

Or  appointment  under  the  laws  or  cunstitution 
of  this  State,  or  the  ordinances  or  authority  of 
the  Mayor  and  City  Cuuneil  of  Baltiuiore,  or  to 
vote  thereafter  at  any  election  tlicrciii;  and  the 
person  to  whom  such  bribe,  present,  reward, 
jiromise  or  security  may  have  been  oH'ered  or 
Sfivcn,  shall  be  a  roinpctent  witnesti  to  prove  the 
uff'euce,  and  may  be  com|>ell(d  to  testify  as  Kuch, 
and  if  so  tcstif)ing  should  he  have  received  the 
same,  he  shall  be  exempt  from  all  punishment 
therefor,  and  the  person  by  whom  '^ach  bribe, 
present,  reward,  promise  or  security  may  have 
been  proffered  or  given,  shall  U?  a  competent 
witness,  and  may  as  such  be  compelled  to  testify, 
and  if  so  testifying,  he  shall  be  exempt  from  ull 
prosecution  or  punishment  for  the  otl'ence  by  him 
committed;  provided  always,  that  HUeh  exemp- 
tion from  piosecution  and  punishment  shall  only 
be  extended  to  that  party  who  shall  flrst  :ipp«oV 
bcfore  the  grand  jury  to  testify  against  the  other 
party,  and  that  neither  party  shall  he  eonipelled 
to  give  testimony  unless  protected  from  punish- 
ment by  the  exemption  hereinbefore  provided. 

Mr.  DousEY  said  it  had  been  alleged,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  obtain  a  conviction  in 
these  caHCs,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  compell- 
ing one  of  the  parties  to  testify  againtct  the  other. 
I'herefore,  we  proposed  to  exempt  from  punish- 
ment, the  party  which  would  first  give  testimony 
for  the  conviqtionof  the  other. 

Mr.CiiAMUERs  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion (which  was  ordered)  upon  the  fir<t  branch 
of  the  amendment,  ending  with  the  words  '*at 
every  election  therein." 

The  first  branch  of  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

And  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Dorset  then  moved  to  amend  said  report 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereuf,  as  an  additional 
section,  the  following : 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  to  paiiS  laws  punishing  with  impris- 
onment as  well  as  a  fine,  any  person  who  shall 
remove  into  any  election  dinu  ictof  Howard  Dis- 
trict or  Anne  Arundel  eounty,  or  ii>to  any  wani 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  no't  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  a  bona  fide  reRidencc  therem,  but  for 
thc  purpose  of  voting  therein  at  an  approaching 
election,  or  who  shall  vote  in  any  such  election 
di>trict  or  ward,  in  which  he  does  not  reside, 
except  in  a  case  provided  for  in  the  first  arti- 
cle of  this  Constitution,  or  shall  at  the  same 
election  vote  in  more  than  one  of  snch  election 
districts  or  wards,  or  shall  vote  or  offer  to  vote 
in  any  name,  not  his  own,  or  in  place  of  any 


104 


other  person  of  the  same  name,  or  shall  vote  in 
any  countr  in  which  he  does  not  reside,  or  shall 
vote  or  ofller  to  vote  in  virtue  of  a  certificate  of 
naturalization  granted  to  another  person;  and 
any  person  convicted  of  any  of  the  aforegoing 
ofi'ences  in  a  court  of  law  shall  not  only  be  pun- 
ished as  aforesaid,  but  shall  be  incapable  there- 
after of  voting  at  any  election  in  this  State,  or 
holding  any  office  or  appointment  of  any  nature 
or  description  under  tbo  Constitution  or  laws  of 
this  State,  or  under  any  ordinance  or  laws  of  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Crisficld,  moved  to  amend  said  report 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  him  on  yesterday,  being  in  these  words  : 

**Laws  should  be  made  fur  ascertaining  by 
proper  proofs  the  citizens  who  shall  be  entitled 
to  tne  right  of  suffrage  hereby  established." 

Mr.  Park  p.,  moved  to  amend  said  report  by 
inserting  after  the  word  ^'person,*'  where  it  oc- 
curs the  second  time  in  the  third  line  of  the  third 
section,  these  words  *4egally  declared.'* 

Mr  RicAUD,  (the  hour  growing  late)  desired 
to  move  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  Tuck  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so,  that 
the  committee  should  rise  and  report  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Crisfield  had  no  objection,  he  said,  to 
to  the  motion,  if  he  did  not  thereby  lose  the  op- 
portunity of  offering  the  amendment  he  had  in- 
dicated. 

Mr.  Tuck  included  in  his  motion,  he  said, 
amendments  adopted  and  pending. 

The  Chairman  expressed  some  doubts  whotli- 
er  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  hrince 
George^s(Mr.  Tuck)  waa  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Tuck  waived  his  motion,  therefore,  but 
gave  notice  that  if  the  motion  to  rise  did  not  pre- 
vail, he  would  renew  his  own. 

And  the  question  nas  talccn  and  ddcided  in  the 
negative  :  ayes  3(i — noes  39- 

So  the  committee  refused  to  rise. 

Mr  Tuck  then  renewed  his  motion  that  the 
committe  rise  and  report  the  amendmenUi  pend- 
ing and  adopted. 

The  quotiion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Tuck,  and  decided  in  the  negative  without 
a  division. 

So  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
and  amendments  to  the  House,  and  the  commit- 
tee (if  the  whole  was  discharged  from  tlie  further 
consideration  of  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  the  re- 
port and  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  the  furtlier  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  gave  notice 
that  he  would  to-murrow  move  the  following  or- 
der, as  a  substitute  for  that  offered  by  him  this 
morning : 

Ordered,  That  the  standing  rules  of  this  Con- 
vention be  so  amerided  as  to  apply  the  previous 
question  without  restriction  and  without  debate 
to  the  matter  then  pending,  and  to  such  amend- 
ments thereto  as  may  be  offered  consistently 
with  existing  rules,  after  the  call  for  the  previous 


question  has  been  nustainrd,  and  in  voting  on  the 
matter  pending  when  the  previous  question  is 
sustained  and  the  amendments  thereto  as  afbre- 
said,  the  previous  question  shall  then  be  ezhaosi- 
ed. 

And  be  it  further  ordered.  That  all  rules  whieh 
allow  this  Convention  to  resolve  Itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  be  rescinded. 

Which  was  read. 

And  then  tlie  Convention  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  January  23d,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  1 1  o*^ick. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr  Griffith. 

The  roll  was  called.  A  quorum  being  present, 
the  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  journal,  and 
made  some  progress  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Magraw,  the  further  reading  was  dispensed  witb. 
Subsequently  a  verbal  error  was  corrected,  oo 
motion  of  Mr.  Kilgour. 

Thu  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  re- 
port from  the  clerk  of  the  commissioners  of  tax 
for  St.  Mar>^s  county,  relative  to  fees  and  pei^ 
quisites  paid  the  Attorney  General  and  his  De- 
puties by  said  county. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  Attorney  General  and  his  Deputies. 

The  President  also  laid  before  t)ie  Conventkn 
an  account  of  the  clerk  of  Charles  county  courti 
for  services  rendered  under  the  reiolution  of  tin 
Convention  of  I5tli  November. 

Also,  an  account  of  the  clerk  to  the  commii- 
sioners  of  tax  for  Charles  county,  for  aenrioei 
rendered  under  an  oider  of  the  Convention. 

Which  were  referred  to  the  committee  ou  Ac- 
counts. 

Mr.  RiDGELY  pre&entcd  a  (»mmunicatiaa  of 
E.  Smardon  and  others,  of  Baltimore  county, 
touching  public  education. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Education. 

Mr.  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  offered  ithe 
follow  order : 

Ordered,  That  thu  President  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  uuihorized  to  pay  to  the  Printers  and 
Reporter  of  the  Convention,  from  time  tu  time, 
such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  due  to  them  re- 
spectively according  to  their  contracts,  upon  the 
certificate  of  the  committee  on  Printing 

Mr.  Chambers  of  Kent,  a^kcd  for  some  expla- 
nation in  regard  to  tlie  delay  in  the  printing  of 
the  report*!. 

Mr.  Wed<;r,  made  an  explanation  as  to  the 
causes  of  the  delay  with  which 

Mr.  Chambers  expressed  himself  satisfied. 

And  the  order  was  then  adopted. 

THE  RULES. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  called  up  the 
following  order,  which  he  had  ofliered  immedi- 
ately before  adjournment  yesterday,  as  a  subatl- 
tuto  for  that  offered  by  him  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  day. 

"Ordered,  That  the  staudiog  rules  of  this  Con- 
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B  to  amended  as  to  apply  the  prsvioiis 
rithout  restriction  and  without  debate 
Iter  then  pendinfTi  and  to  such  amend- 
reto  19  may  be  offered  consistently  with 
uleni  after  the  call  for  the  previous 
as  been  sustained,  and  in  voting;  on  the  ' 
!Ddin^  when  the  previous  (in«**itioii  is 
and  uie  umcndinentA  thereto  an  a  fort*, 
revious  queiition  shall  then  be  t'\h.tus- 1 

«   it  further  ordered,  That  nil  rule*,  ; 
<w  this  Convi'Mtion  to  resolve  its(*iriiilu  ', 
I  of  the  whule  be  re<»ciiidcd.'' 
;cifT  briefly  explained  the    principle  , 
It  his  intention  to  embrace  in  the  order.  ' 
•ed  the  belief  that  there  was  a  disponi-  . 
e  part  of  the  Convention  not  to  i;o  iiito  i 
of  the  whole,  and  in  order  that  houic  ' 
at  least  mi^ht  bci^iven  to  the  minority,  ! 
nlion  contemplated  that  the  pending  ; 
hen  amendable  under  cxistinif  rule$,  , 
kmended.    In  other  words,  he  was  fur  j 
to  the  »ense  of  the  niajurity   to  say,  , 
iebate  should  bo  closed,     ilu  illu^lra-  ! 
eration  of  the  amendment.     His  dc>iru 
be  amendment  horetururc   udopLvd  on 
the  gentleman  from   Anne   Arundel, 
9ALL,)  should  be  rciscinded  so  far  as  it 
noTor  the  power  to  designate  the  mat- 
it  tlie  previous  question  should  apply, 
d  on  t}ie  expediency  of  its   adoption, 
ppy  effects  it  would  have  on  tho  busi- 
Convention.    Nine-tunths  of  the  dis- 
Bue  bad  been  but  a  repetition   of  the 
(  in  a  different  form.    If  any  gentle- 
better  rule  to  sugrgest,  he  would  cheer- 
it. 
avD  moved  that  the  order  be  laid  upon 

HIT  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  mliich 
rod,  and  being  taken,  were  as  follows  : 
99. — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
ittone.  Dent,  Kicaud,  Chambers  of 
ebell,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Kan- 
I  Bond,  Brent,  of  Charles,  John  Den- 
I  U.  Dennis,  Criiifield,  Dashiell,  Wil- 
ks,  Hodaon,  Eccleiton,  Phelp;^,  Bowie, 
iwling,  Wright,  McMaster,  Fooks,  Ja- 
Bj,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  IJarbine, 
bcr  and  Smith — 37. 
.—-Messrs.  Merrick,  Buchanan,  Bell, 
handler,  Uidgrly,  Lloyd,  Dickiiiiion, 
.  of  Talbot,  Colston,  Chambers,  of 
sCallough,  Miller,  McLane,  Tuck, 
Ihriver,  Gaither,  Biser,  Annan,  Ste- 
lagraw,  Nelson,  Carter,Thawley,  Hard- 
inn,  Stewait,of  Baltimore  city.  Brent, 
>re  city,  Pres^tman,  Ware,  IJrewcr, 
Slicer,  Fitzpatrick,  Parke,  Cockf  v  and 

»rder  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 
ouesUon  recurring  on  its  adoption, 
HAaBiNE  and   Fiery  called  for  a  di- 
he  first  and  second  branches,  which 
»d. 

RAiCK  now  rose  and  stated  that  he  had 
T  a  misapprehension  of  the  question, 
leave  to  change  bis  vote. 
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The  PauiDiKT  said  it  oauld  be  done  only  by 
unanimous  content. 

Mr.  Tuck  said  ho  had  voted  against  layinf^  the 
order  on  the  table  because  he  thought  that  these 
questions  when  once  introduced  should  l>e  settled, 
that  the  Convention  might  know  what  its  rules 
were. 

Mr.  Mkrrick  said  his  intention  was  to  vote  for 
the  readitftway  of  getting  rid  of  the  pro|»o#ition. 

Some  C(mversation  followed  between  Meisrs. 
TrcK  and  Brknt  as  to  the  eflect  the  order  would 
have  on  the  amendment  adopted  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randall. 

.Mr.  Tcck  then  addressed  a  few  remarka  to 
that  branch  of  the  order  whk*ii  proposed  to  re- 
scind all  rules  allowing  tlie  Convention  to  KMlve 
itself  into  committee.  Generally  speaking,  he 
faid,  he  waH  as  much  opposed  to  going  into  com- 
mittee as  any  member  could  be,  but  he  was  not 
in  favor  of  abolishing  the  power.  The  del»tp 
was  at  all  times  within  the  control  of  the  majori- 
ty, and  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it  might 
be  proper  that  the  House  iihould  resolve  it^f 
iiitu  committee.  He  would,  therefore,  retain 
the  power. 

Mr.  Thomas  made  some  remarks,  in  which  he 
expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the  first  branch  ot* 
the  ordvr ;  but  suifgesled  to  Mr.  Bernt  that  it 
might  perhaps  be  improved  bv  adding  the  words 
*'  they  shall  be  submitted  and  passed  upon  with- 
out debate. " 

As  to  the  second  branch  of  the  proposition,  he 
dis^ented  entirely  from  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Brent.)  There  wereadvan- 
ta  es  in  committee  of  the  whole,  (of  which,  he, 
.Mr.  T.,  should  perhaps  avail  himself  as  little  as 
any  member  of  the  body,)  which  could  not  be  se- 
cured in  Convention,  lie  illustrated  this  opini- 
on, and  said  that  he  could  not,  under  any  cirruro- 
s lancet,  vote  for  this  branch  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Randall  suggested  that  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Bre.vt,)  would  attain 
his  end  by  striking  out  from  the  amended  17th 
rule,  the  words  *'or  amendment*'  But  Mr.  R. 
argued  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  that  rule  re- 
main as  it  was,  until  the  Convention  hadpiad  an 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  something  about  its 
practical  operation. 

He  insisted  on  the  importance  of  retaining  the 
power  to  go  into  comfhittee.  and  contended  that 
to  adopt  the  restriction  proposed,  would  prevent 
calm  deliberation,  and  lead  to  precipitate  action. 
He  should  vote  against  both  propositions. 

The  President  announced  the  hour  of  twelve, 
that  being  the  time  appointed  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BisER  moved  to  postpone  it,  with  a  view 
to  dispone  of  the  subject  matter  before  the  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Spencer  enquired  of  the  Trrsipent,  what 
the  order  of  the  day  was  ? 

The  President  said,  it  was  the  resolution  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Representation. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  BisER.  and  the  order  of  the  day  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Brent  contended  that  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel, 
(Mr.  Randall,)  would  not  accomplish  the  oti- 
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.ject  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  f>ad  in  v'lev.  This  he  |  Mr.  Mbrrick  .said,  he  should  not  object  to  anr 
procr>r(]('(i  to  show.  He  also  submitted  thai  the  j  disposition  which  the  Convention  mifrht  think 
aniendnibiit  sugi^osted  by  the  gentleman  from  |  proper  to  make  of  the  resolutions.  They  hid 
Frederick.  (Mr.  Thomas,)  was  embraced  in  his  i  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Represenla- 
(Mr.  B's)  propn<:ition.    He  submitted  with  threat !  tion,  of  which  he  was  Chairman—the   first  by  a 


deference  to  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  having 
more  experience  titan  himself,  thnt  there  was  no 
substantial  reason  for  goinji^into  Committee,  and 
that  the  reasons  applicable  in  that  report  loordi- 
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unanimous  vote,  and  the  second  with  only  onf 
dissenting  voice.  The  object  of  the  Kepoit  was 
to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  judgment  of  the  Gun- 
vcntion  on  tliesc  two  controling  principles  as  the 


nary  parlinientary   bodies,  did  not  apply  to  thi^    basis  of  any  detailed    plan  which  might  be  re- 
Convention.  >  ported   here,  and   within  the  circuniferenre  of 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  ;  which  some  plan  might  be  laid  down.  The»«^ 
branch  of  the  order,  and,  by  ayes  4*2,  noes  31,  it  '  two  gieat  principles  would  have  to  be  fixed  at 
was  adopted.  '  ,  last,  before  any  plan  could  be  decided  upon.    As 

Mr.  iiaowN  sugg:ested  to  Mr.  Urknt  to  with-  to  the  mere  ({uchtion  whether  the  report  should 
draw  the  second  branch  of  the  order.  bu  considered  now,  or  a  fortnight  hence,  he  wa^ 

Mr.  ]]itEN'T  acquiescing  in  the  su|!gcstiou —        indiflcrent. 

The  second  branch  of  the  order  was  with-  jn  regard  to  the  first  resolution  as  to  the  mode 
drawn.  j  of  computing* population,  there  would   probablv 

Mr.  Blakistone  offered  the  following  order,  I  be  no  great  diversity  of  opinion,  for  he  presumed 
which  was  adopted.  j  that  the  Convention  would,  by  a  large  majority. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Convcn-  j  if  nut  by  a  unanimous  vote,  decide  that  it  wa* 
tion  cause  the  rules  as  amended,  to  be  printed  i  inexpedient  to  have  regard  tn  federal  numbers  in 
for  the  use  of  the  meml>ers  of  this  body.  i  fixing  the  ba^i^  of  repre^entation. 

The  Convention  hereupon  passed  to  the  or-  i  Mr.  Soli.krs  said,  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
ders  of  the  day.  '  go  into  comniitteu,  for  the  very  reason  assigned. 

,  that  this  waj<  a  most   important  and  vital  ques- 
BASIS  OF  REPREsESTATioK.  I  iio„-ihc  most  vital  Qud  important  of  all  the 

The  President  announced   the  order  of  the  j  °^J«^«:|.V"^  ""'*"'*'' '^'l!  ^'^"''?*'T 
day  to  be  the  following  resolution  reported  on  I  ^*^-'* '|«- ^"*^*^  ??>' ;'*»>K»}:l\°^»»»^t»'«°^^^ 
Wednesday,   Dec.  J  I,  by  Mr.   Mlrrick,   from  !  ^''t:';^-    Ifnny  subject  shtmld  be disciiMdm  win- 
tlie Committee  on  Represtntation.  I  'J*'"*!^  °^  **'?,  ^^*;'?;  ^hcr^^.J-'reater  l.utade  of 

'  debate  was  ii Mowed  th.in  in  Convention,  this  was 

1.  Resolved^  That  it  is  expedient  to  regard  fed-  |  that  very  subject.  He  saw  nu  reason  why  it 
eral  numheis  in  finding  the  estimates  and  basin  |  should  be  postponed,  though  ho  was  willing  that 
of  representation  in  the  IJonsc  of  Delegate^.  it  should  lie,  if  the  Hou<«e  thou<rht  proper. 

2.  nfsalvtd.  That  il  i.  intxpedlent  U,  adopt  a  ;  m,..  Ckamfkiis,  of  Kent,  said  he  thoueht  it 
principle  of  representation,  iKisnd  exrinsively  i  ,vas  impo.siblr  for  the  committee  on  represeii- 
iipon  popular  numbers  in  orgamzin^r  the  Hou.^c  ■  ^ou  to  art  until  the  Convention  had  lint  acted 
of  Delegates  or  the  Senate.  =  j„  fl,^,  ,.^,.„,  ,,,-  i„Mruclions  to  Uicm.    So  cod- 

Thc  resolutions  having  been  read—  llicting  were  the  views  cntcilained  by  the  mem- 

Mr.  SoLLKiis  moved  that  tliev  he  referred  to  a  '  hci-s  of  the  cominitlee,  that  Ihcy  could  only  be 

committee  of  the  whole;  for  (said  Mr.  t5.)  if  wc  |  rcroncilcd  by  muiic  agency  which  would  conlnl 

are  to    " 

do  so 
Mr. 

agitate 

sent    imil..  m    »•*»    nvt     .-ii>^      .mj     KV>trtt     iHtlt        UUH    lU-         --  — -^ —     — — -       ...»»     '..'w.aw%<iibi««|i,      WlfU     IIV 

suit  from  so  doing.  Fof  my  own  part,  1  should  ^oiihl  see  no  good  reason  why  a  decision  upon  it 
greatly  prefer  that  there  should  he  ^olut•  prarti- 1  »h""ld  bo  dcluytd.  He  admitted  that  the  ques- 
cal  proposition  submitted  to  our  consideration  j  *•""  "'•"*  o"*^  "*'  K^cat  importance,  though  he 
before  an  ctlbrt  is  made  to  discuss  meielv  al)- j  ^''t?'*^  *•"*  'A^  ^^  ''»r  '^^^  :«onie  gentlemen  who 
struct  principles.  Thi»  question  of  rcpiustnla-  '  thought  it  tin-  most  important  upon  whieh  the 
tion,  is  one  to  which  more  nii|>ortancc  is  attathed  '■  Convention  would  be  culled  to  act-  If,  as  btd 
than  to  any  other  upon  which  this  Convention  '  ***^*'"'  *^^"di  it  was  an  iiUtraction,  putting  it  of 
will  bo  called  upon  to  act.  \  would  not  nuiko  it  less  h«.     He  astkcd  the  yeis 

Mr.  SoLLKKs.    That  is  the  very  reason   why  '.  '""'  "•*}'*  o»  1*'^  motion  tu  postpone, 
it  should  be  discussed  in  Cummittee.  •'     Mr.  Brown  suggested  that  the  day  desinated 

Mr.  Di£Kr.  1  can  only  express  the  hope  that  |  in  the  motion  to  poAtponc  was  two  distant,  hut 
mv  siig«ri'*iinn  ni:iy  be  adopted,  and  if  in  order,  1  thought  it  would  be  well  that  the  Convention,  be- 
will  move  a  postponement.  fore  taking  up  ^o  important  u  subject,  abouM 

Mr.  SoLLURs.  I  have  no  objection  to  that,  dispose  of  the  rcportof  the  committee  on  iheeke- 
and  if  the  gentleman  will  make  such  a  motion  as  live  franchise  which  had  been  made  the  ipecial 
he  indicates,  1  will  withdraw  mine.  order  for  Monday,  fo  tliat  there  might  be  do  ID- 

Mr.  DE^'T.  I  move  tiiat  the  consideration  of  terference.  In  the  meantime  the  CoBTWtJOi 
this  subject  be  postponed  until  the  15th  day  of  could  occupy  itself  in  the  consideration  of  other 
February.  matters. 
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Mr.  Merrick  .-alil,  ili:il  if  any  iiostpui.rmfnt  *  «!i:i'.v  tl.i' molinii.     I  ran  ^ei    imi   prarii»Ml   t;uoil 
wAri  to  take  plarc,  he  sliniild  be  glad,  in  \'n\\v  of  t^iut  it  lo  result  fruni  the  tiiscu^^iun  iiuw;  unil  1, 
>ome  priTate  matters  which  r«'quired  hi>  attni-    thi-ipfuri'.  prr^i-t  in  th«  molion. 
tion.  that  ihi:  pj.stponoimnt  *>houhl  be  tn  a  U'ss        Mr.  Huowx  enquired  whfthrr  it  would  i»d  lie 
diMant  day  than  had  brcn  moved.  '  i'ritii|i4't«  nt  for  any  ^rnthMuan   to   >ubuiil   a  plan 

Mr.  Brow.v  #n!|j2;estiM|  a  p(»o(pon('inrnt  to  of  n  prc-^f  iit:iii<  u.  and  thfn  tomovc  u  rc-cnmmil- 
'J'hursdaj  next.  •  '  iiMi-.t  wit!i  in'^lriictionK  lo  n'porl  lh.it  pl:in. 

Mr.  Prksstmw  <«dimillrd.  iis  a  «j"n>tiiin  of  Th"  ri:K«»n»r.Nr.  Thi*  ('ti:»ir  thinks  ii  wouhl 
<»rder  to  the  chair,  wht-iher  aflor  ihi;  re-«diilioii    h«'  in  onitr. 

should  have  b«*cn  taken  up,  it  v.mdd  hv  in  onlcr  Mr.  Ur.ows.  Then  I  move  to  poMpouc  the 
U-r  g**rilleiiien  l«i  submit  plan'*  for  apporlifinmi.t,  loi  ««n!«Tilion  of  tin*  >.ubjiTl  to  Thursday  next. 
niid  whether  ih«*!j«;  plans  would  thru  he  I  if  fon*  i  Mr.  IfKiisr,  uf  Malliinore  city,  referred  to  the 
the  Convention  fnr  action,  wilhotit  tin*  iuM«i'H..iiy  fact,  thai,  at  aa  larly  ♦•tnp*  iif  llic.  .-f.^x^ion,  he  had 
of  reierrins  them  to  the  commiUiM'  on  n-pn'M-n-  l)ei-i  ia  fa\ir  nf  po«t|<(iiirni('nt;  biii  the  M-n-e.  of 
tatioii.  till"  C'(»n\uilmn  tiiid    been   :unirist  it.     'J'his  wa.s 

If  so,  he  was  in  Hwitr  (d*  taUin'^  up  the  rc-olu-  a  m(."*t  important  question,  and  when  the  Con- 
tion.  lie  «vas  opposed  to  referring;  the  matter  '.  vent  inn  took  it.  U|»,  they  should  jcive  their  entire 
again  to  the  cummittee  in  any  tbrin  whatever.     .  and  m.dividcd   atienlion  to  it.     He  thou:;ht  the 

The  Pre-'^iuen  r  *>aid,  it  wa««  hU  impn""»ioii  that    ( 'onventiou  was  not  prepared  to  conMder  it  now, 
it  would  be  in  order  for  the  ('onwntiun  to  <  nj;rnfl    aral  Im*  hoped  that  it  mit^lit  be   postponed   gcner- 
any   proposition  it  mii;ht  think   proper,  on   the    ally,  aiid  that  tim  ('onventiou   would  proceed  to 
rcjK)rt  of  the  committee,   without  ielerrin;(  that    tin*  coi.sideia"i«»n  of  tiie  Hill  of  Kii;l»t.<». 
propy.*itlon.  Mr.  Si'f..s'«  kr  hopid,  he  ^  lid,  that  the  Convcn- 

Mr.  pREssiMAV  said,  lie  was  eutirely  »q>poM'd  tloo  would  take  up  the  re-olution  rep<u"ted  by  the 
to  the  action  of  the  Committee.  Ilea«;reed  with  eliairin-.ni  of  the  committee  on  representation, 
jentlemen  who  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  that  il  i:iij;hl  be  deUrniine.l  whether  it  wouM,  or 
thi.<  was  butan  ahstract:un.  (Gentlemen  had  been  would  not  [;ive  tlie^e  in<truetions  to  the  commit- 
ment here  for  tlie  m0"»t  pari  v.iili  ptiwer  to  cart}  Iim'.  It  wa^  hi*  intention  at  the  proper  time,  lo 
out  the  direct  wis.he«.  <d'  their  people,  and  they  ]  move  that  the  report  be  referred  ba<:U  lo  the  corn- 
knew  as  well  now  how  they  Mot »d,  u^  they  rver  niilt-e.  with  inntructitui^  to  report  a  sp(  i.:tlc  plan. 
wouhi  know.  !  If  the  committee  could  not  agree  let  uiajority 

The  question  of  representation  acfMudiuijj  U* '  and  miufirity  report  >  he  nunle.  He  was  opposed 
population,  he  con^»idered  a-»  si'ltlrd  — etsled  be-  '  to  :!ll  «!i«cu*.'itin  on  ab-ilraeli  "is. 
jondthe  power  of  re«urrer  titm.  'Ihe  election  Mr.  Ti «  u  >u'i:;e>l»(|  that  the  Convention  could 
had  setllid  thai  jH)int.  lie.  wa^  liol  in  la\or  i  f  umI  sh;:«  out  the  di-icus^-iiui  on  ab«tr3'"lions.  If 
discus«»ing  il;  and  he  wa*  opposed  to  all  di^iMi-N-  ;;riiihtnnn  \mt«  j»reparctl  to  r'lter  upon  •<uch 
>ion  upon  the  subject,  mile. s  directed  to  nouh-  a  di-cn»^ion,  it  n:i!.*t  ufavoid.ddv  come: — il 
practical  plan,  lie  .-^Imuld  \ole  at  ail  l-incs  for  ir.i:;lil  a-*  uell  eomr  now  ;»•»  al  aiiy  time,  and, 
the  basis  of  representation  aeeonlinj;  to  popiiia-  win  n  on<e  over,  ;i;fntlcrin  n  would  be  ready  to 
lion,  but  lie  could  not  clo-e  hit  ityes  lo  the  fa«*t.  ittw  their  vote^  upon  Mune  snb-iaiitive  proposi- 
that  upon  that  question  he  wa*  in  a  \ei%  small  tion.  lie  thou.;!it  time  would  be  saved  by  refii- 
minority.  He  prefern-d,  theiet'ore,  thai  the  di«»-  -mic  to  postpoiic  l!i"  i.jJti.oideration  of  the  q'ues- 
cU5^iull  should  be  confined  to  fonie  liberal  plan  tion.  lie  should,  there1'i)re,  vote  a;4:)in!<»i  the. 
of  compronii&e,  and  ho  belii\ed  that  there  were  povipotuinei.l,  and  in  favor  rf  all  motions  to  take 
;;cntleroen  in  the  Convention  who  hadsueh  plaii>  .  up  tin*  otibjeet  at  vucf. 

lo  offer,  wilhout  the  intervention  of  the  conuiiit  ;  .Mr  CiwiNs-  said,  it  was  iinmaterial  to  him 
tec.  He  hoped  that  theeommittee  would  never  ;  whether  tin*  (pn.^iion  v.as  refcired  back  to  the. 
again  have  charfijc  (d*  the  subjirt.  And  he  tave  committee  or  not.  II"  knew  very  well  thai  that 
notice  thai  he  should  himH*ll  offer  a  plan,  look  ,  committ(;e  eould  not  a-.;iee.  epon  any  thins:,  lin- 
ing to  a  corapromi-je.  '  le^«i  they  shcnild  rceeivc  j'pej'ifn:  instructions  from 

Mr.  KiLCOURWa.s  in  favorof  the  poMp«)ncnienl.  '  thf  CiMivention.  Hut  he  mu>t  .-ay,  in  reply  to 
The  members  of  the  C^inveniion,  he  said,  were  I  the  reniiikuf  a  piith  man  who  hud  preceded 
now  in  good  humor  with  each  other,  and  the  '  him.  that  there  li.id  never  l>eeii  in  the  history  of 
longer  Ihcy  remained  so.  the  belter  it  w  ouhl  he,  '  li.e  ciuunlry  aii  instance  in  which  this  question  of 
not  only  fur  themselveii,  but  for  the  accomp]i.*<h  j  repre<>i nt-.iiion  had  been  taken  up  and  acted  upon 
menl  of  the  objects  which  had  calleil  thcni  to- j  fioin  beiriiiriin;.;  to  enl  v.i'houl  mterruplifm.  in 
gether.  If  there  was  any  ipie^tion  which  wouM  '  sopj^orlol  this  a:-*:**rli'n,  he  cited  ihc  instance  of 
excite  the  minds  of  members  and  lead  t(»  irriia-  tiie  (V  f.vi  nttori  thai  tVami'd  the  old  Constitution 
tioD  and  ill-feeling,  il  was  this.  And  if  lhe\  i  "filie  M  .te  .»f  \'ir.:inia.  Il  wa^  not  to  In*  unajjin- 
gel  mad,  one  with  ancther,  (lau|j:hler,)  u  hat  si.it  j  ed  th.it  i  quKtiou  ot'  thi-  mat^isitude  coiihl  he 
of  a  Const. tution  did  Kcnilcmcn  .suppose  il.ey  j  dispsised  of  ir.  oneday.  iJebale  inui^t  take  place, 
would  make?  He  hoped  the  eonsidenttion  of  I  and  tl:>!  re-^ult  mi^rMt  be  a  compromise  upon  all 
Ihe  subject  would  be  postponed  until  every  other  :  matt(  I «;    involved.     .\>   a   njcre.   ind.ivi«'u.i|,   he 


had  beeij  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Dashiell.  As  we  have  already  entered 
upon  the  discustiion,  I  hope  tliat  the  motion  to 
postpone  may  be  withdrawn. 

>lr  Dent.    I  do  not  feel  at  libertv  to  ^rith- 


con-jfienfl  Isim^ell'  iuslrucli-d  l(»  in^i■■l  upon  the 
pri:ir"«[»lv  of  repre-.enUition  aeeordiuj;  to  {lopulu- 
tion.  Th«;  p»oplc  whom  he  repie.*eutid  b.jiiev- 
ed  that  to  be  the  true  and  l.one.<!i  doctrine;  and  he 
would  never  think  of  anyplanofeumpromi.se, 
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until  il  had  first  been  ascertained  that  tl:at  doc- ' expcHirnt  to  ndopt  federal  numbers  in  fixing  the 
trine  could  not  be  carried  out.  He  roferrod  to  ;ha!sisof  reprcHentaticui.  Ho  (Mr.  H.)  thought 
the  long  deluy  which  had  taken  place  in  Ihi: ;  that  the  discussion  of  that  question  would  occupv 
Hriti.sh  rarlioinent,  before  a  similar  question 'as  much  time,  as  any  other.  So,  in  relation  to 
could  be  settled  there.  And  was  he  to  be  ttdd  ■  mpre^^entntion  according  to  population.  That 
I  hat  he  was  nut  to  urge  n  principle  which  he  he-  matter  was  not  going  to  he  pa^Eed  over  sKivhtly. 
licved  t(»  l>e  riiht,  because,  the  efl'nrt  to  establish  '  flow  long  mi^ht  this  single  proposition  occupy 
it  might  be  defeated?  Or  was  that  principle  cnti-  the  attention  of  the  Convention?  So  with  the 
tied  to  les:*  respect  and  consideration, merely  he-  {restriction  a^  to  iialtiniore  city,  there  might  be 
cause  it  might  not  command  the  votes  of  a  ma-  another  protracted  dehatA.  It  was  manifest  that 
jority  of  the  Convention?  all  Ihc^e  questions,  from  their  intrinsic  impor- 

Mr.  Dkkt  interposed  to  a  point  of  order.  Tim  ',  tancr,  were  coing  to  occupy  a  good  deal  of  time. 
gentleman  was  graduilly  sliding  into  the.  discus-  .  Fie  was  willing  to  fix  that  ninie.  But  aa  much 
sion  which  it  was  the  olijf  ct  of  every  motion  to  i  loc^il  fichng  might  probably  be  excited,  and  as 
avoid.  iihe  discussion  was  going  to  bo  prolonged,  he  be- 

I1ie  I'nKsiPFNT  decided  that  the  question  was  j  lieved  that  it  would  he  politic  and  prudent  to 
debateable  only  to  the  extent  ol  the  propriety  of  |  postpone  the  considciiuion  of  the  matter  for  the 
a  postponer.'.ent.  'present.     The  Convention,  he  suggehted,  should 

Sonie  conversation  foHowed  =  take  up  the  report. of  the  Committee  on  the  bill 

.Mr.  CSwiMN  lesumed  and  briefly  arc;uid  llint  of  ri^ht**.  As  lo  the  propriety  of  referriog  the 
^\lie(hrr  these  resohitions  were  abstractions  or  losolutions  hack  to  the  committee  on  reprewnta- 
iiot«  the  course  of  proceeding  indicated  here  was  tion,  he  disagrcexl  with  the  oentlcman  from  Bel* 
precisely  that  which  had  been  adopted  in  the  tiniore  city.  He,  (Mr.  H.)  thought  there  wests 
Viiginia  Convention  and  in  the  (-onvcntion  whicli   much  propriety  in  sending  this  subject  to  a 


framed  the  Constitution    of  the  I'nited  States,  imiltee  as  any  olhtr. 

These  icsolutions  contained  within  themsclveH '     Mr.  Stf.wart,  of  Caroline,  referring  to  the 

ull  the  elements  of  calculation,  and  if  they  were  !  journals  of  the  Convention,  briefly  recited  the 

:ih>tractionii,  he  knew  not  what  an  abstraction  •  history  of  the   proceedings  of  th*e  Conventioo 

hitherto,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  for  the  |Htr- 
posc  of  shewing  that  there  was  some  conflict  in 
the  action  of  this  body,  and  of  illustrating  the 
propriety  of  ^^omc  remai^ks  which  he  had  formerly 
made  in  rererence  to  this  question.  He  wei  pro- 
ceeding with  some  remarks  in  reference  to  the 

Ihohe,  which,  for  fourteen   years  the  people  hail  j  subject  matter,  when 

agitated,  had  yet  been  made  ?  !     Mr.  Brent,  of  the  city,  called  tlie  gentleman 

Mr.  DtKT  again  interposed  to  ihe  question  of  ■  to  order. 

order.  'I*be  Prf.sident  reminded  the  gentleman  from 

Caroline,  that  the  rpiestion  was  on  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  subject. 
Mr.  I^TEWART   resumed — suggesting    that  in 


was. 

The  two  great  issue<»  which  thi-*  Convention 
was  sent  here  to  try,  were  the  questions  of  re- 
presentation, and  the  election  of  officers.  They 
had  assembled  lor  the  purpose  of  making  reforms. 
And  he  would  a^k  what  single   reform,  of  all 


The  Prbfident  satisfied  Mr.  Gwinn  what  the 
limit  of  debate  was. 

Mr«  Gwinn  resumed.  I  have  only  followed  in 
the  track  which  other  gentlemen  havu   marked  order  to  show  the  propriety  of  postponement,  it 


was  necessary  to  understand  what  had  been  done. 
The  cummiitee  to  which  the  subject  had  been 
committed,  had    reported    certain    rcsolutiofis. 


out  1  have  not  made  a  comment  that  was  not 
attacked  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  preceded  me.     The  fririids  of  this  reform 

arc  entitled  to  have  this  question  brought  up  at  And  now,  when  these  resolutions  come  up  for 
an  early  day.  And  the  best  and  wirot  course, !  consideration,  a  motion  U  made  to  poatpone 
ill  my  judgment,  is  first  lo  take  up  a  qiies-ithem.  He  stated  that  he  was  ready  to  go  en 
tion  about  which  there  is  so  much  dispute  and  now,  and  should  vote  against  any  postponement. 
feeling,  and  tu  leave  all  other  matters  to  be  dis-  He  was  prepared  to  vote  for  the  resolvtioos  it 
putted  of  afier  that  uliall  have  been  settled.  ,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  if  brought  be- 

Mr.  Harbinl  said  that  he  did  not  concur  in  j  fore  the  Convention  in  a  proper  manner.    The 


re{>ort  on  the  elective  franchise  had  beea  discus- 
sed, and  if  the  Convention  had  rejected  H,  tbeie 
would  have  been  an  end  of  it,  unless  it  vaa  re- 
committed.    He  was  fearful  that  such  would  be 


the  opinion  expret^ed   by   the  gentleman  from 

Baltimore  city,  as  to  the  propriety  of  taking  up 

tliitf  question  at  the  present  time.     He  believed 

it  would  be  better  for  the  Convention,  and  better 

for  the  people  whom  they  represent,  that  the  the  effect  of  the  postponement  of  tlib  qvestwD. 

consideration  of  su  iuiporiant  a  subject  nhould  be  The  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  had  seid  thmtho 

postponed  at  least  for  a  short  lime.     Whether  "'""  "■ "  •"" — ■*"    -  **- :--i-i-    .#■_   •-•- 

these  resolutions  were  abstractions  or  concretions, 
was  a  mattfjr  of  litile  moment  to  him  ;  but   he 

was  .sulislied  that  if  the  Convention  should  take      _  __ 

up  this  great  principle  of  representation,  it  would  !  on  the  subject   and  settle  the  principle.    He 


was  111  a  minority  on  the  principle  of  maKinff  po- 
pulation the  basis  of  representation.  Others 
wei-e  in  favor  of  a  ditferentbasis.  Ho  thought  it 
right  that  wc  should  come  to  immediate  acthm 


be  discussed  from  day  to  day.  and  from  week  to 
week,  for  a  Ungth  of  time  which  no  one  could 
predict.  He  ditlered  with  the  gentleman  from 
Charles  county,  as  tu  the  chances  of  a  speedy 
vote  upon  the  prupo^itiou,  whether  or  not  it  was 


thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  ie« 
port  some  basis  of  representation,  upon  which 
the  Convention  might  act.  If  it  would  be  in 
order,  he  desired  to  move  a  ^ub^titute,  as  fol- 
lows: 
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**To  recommit  the  report  n  ith  instructions  to 
report  a  specific  plan.** 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  point  of 

order. 

Mr.  Brown  demanded  the  previous  question,  and 
bj  ayes  40,  noes  31*  there  was  n  second. 

And  the  main  question  wan  ordered  to  be  now 

takeo. 

Mr.  Crambkrs  of  Kent  asked  the  yeas  and 
iiaji  oo  the  main  question,  which  were  ordered. 

Aod  Ihe  question,  •'shall  the  ronsideration  of 
the  said  resolution  be  postponed  until  the  ISth 
day  of  Fcbniary,*'  was  taken  and  dorideil  in  the 
ne^tive  as  follows : 

40tnnalive.^Messrs.  Morgan,  Blakiston^ 
Dent,  Hopewell,  Sellman,  Palryinpit:,  Bond, 
Bachanan,  Welch,  Chandler,  Lloyd,  Dickinson, 
Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Colston,  I-k'clpston,  Chani- 
ben,  of  Cecil,  Mr.Cullongh,  McLane,  Bowie, 
Sappinpton,  Stephenson,  Me  Henry,  Nelson, 
Bniitof  Baltimore  city,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer, 
flaririne,  Kilgour,  Fitzpatrick— 29 

JV^rtive. — Me»r.f.Chapman,President,Ricaud 
Chambers  ot' Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Dorscy, 
Wells,  Randall,  Kent,  Sollcrs.  Brent,  of  Charles, 
Merrick,  Bell,  Kidi^ly,  John  Dennis,  James  U. 
Dennii,  Ciisfield,  Dashirll,  Williams,  Hicks, 
HodMD,  Phelps,  Miller,  Tuck,  Sprigg,  fiowliiii;, 
Spencer,  Wright,  McMaster,  Fooks,  Jacobs, 
Tttomas,  ShriYer,  Gaithcr,  Biser,  Annan,  Ma^raw 
Gkrtor,  Thawley,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Hard- 
caatle,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  Presst- 
man.  Ware,  Schley,  Davis.  Brewer,  Weber, 
Hollyday.Sllcer,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey 

aod  Brown-~56. 

So  theGoDYention  refused  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideratwD  of  the  order,  until  the    16th  day  of 

Febniarj. 

Tbo  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  BmowM.to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
second  report  until  Thursday  next.      . 

Mr.  BaowM  rose  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  PaBSiDENT  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  the 


The  cuicstion  was  then  taken  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Newcomer  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone to  Thursday  next 

The  motion  w^as  rejected. 

Tho  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
SoLLKRs,  to  commit  the  report  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole. 

Mr.  SfE.vcr.R,  then  moved  to  recommit  the  re- 
port to  the  committee  on  Representation,  Tvith 
instructions  that  they  report  articles  of  the  Con- 
stitution on  «omc  basis  of  rcpnrsentation,  iixine 
the  representation  in  the  House  of  Delegates  and 
Senate. 

Mr.  Merrick  stated  that  in  the  committee, 
the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  (Mr.  Prksstman) 
had  taken  his  ground,  and  would  go  for  nothing 
but  the  basis  "of  nopulatiun."  Others  had  taken 
their  stand;  and  thus  the  committee  had  been  dis- 
tracted in  their  labors,  and  unable  to  agree  on  the 
pi  iociple.  Now  if  the  Convention  would  come  to 
any  decision  which  would  be  an  instruction  to 
the  committee  as  to  the  principle  on  which  they 
should  found  a  report,  the  existing  difiecences  of 
opinion  would  at  once  be  brou};ht  to  a  compro- 
mise. For  this  purpose  thr  resolutions  were  re- 
ported. He  believed  that  the  sense  of  ihe  Con- 
vention was  against  the  population  basis,  if  he 
was  right,  and  the  decision  of  this  body  should 
send  back  the  resolutions  with  an  instruction  to 
that  effect,  it  would  promise  a  compromise  of  the 
jarring  opinions  of  the  members  ot  the  committee. 
They  had  made  no  report,  because  they  could 
come  to  no  conclusions;  and  the  resolution  of  vhe 
Convention  forbade  a  report  of  reasons,  and  call- 
ed only  for,results  i^Ic  repeated  that  the  sanction 
of  the  House  was  required  for  the  guidance  of  the 
committee;  and  until  that  sanction  was  given,  the 
committee  could  be  through t  to  agree  on  nnther 
of  the  extreme  principles. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city  .said 

The  question  now^  was,  whether  the  Conven- 
tion should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 


aentlencii  to  do  so,  the  pre viou.H  question  having  I  ^.hole.    1  am  opposed  (continued  Mr.   B.,)  to 


been  called. 

Some  oonver&ation  followed  as  to  the  cfiect 
of  the  new  rule  on  the  question  before  the  House, 
betirecn  Messrs.  Brrnt,  of  Baltimore  city,CiiAM- 
eeai,  Bisbr,  Tvck.  Thomas  and  the  Presidbkt. 
1b  roply  to  an  enquiry  by  Mr.  Thomas, 
The  Paesidekt  finally  decided  that  the  pre- 
TfcNis  qnestkiii  would  be  exhau<>ted  on  taking  the 

ration  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brown-,  that  being 
'•matter  pending." 
Mr.  KiLOOCR  asked  the  yeas  anil  nays  on  the 
notion  of  Mr.  Brown,  which  was  refiued. 

Mr.  JoBM  Newcomer  enquired,  whether  it 
would  be  in  order  to  move  an  amendment. 

The  PRCSIOKKT  said  that  under  the  rule  adopt 
ed  this  momiog,  it  would  be  in  order 


again  entering  into  that  committee  on  any  sub- 
ject whatever,  hut  especially  at  this  time  and 
on  this  great  question  of  representation,  because 
I  think  to  entertain  that  question  now,  would  be 
premature.  The  labors  of  the  Convention  are 
not  yet  sufficiently  matured  for  us  to  proceed  to 
this  subject.  It  is  because  I  regard  representa- 
tion as  the  most  momentous  and  and  important 
of  all  c^uestions  that  I  do  not  wish  to  bqgin  its 
discussion  now,  when  we  must  break  off  on  next 
Monday  to  resume  the  report  en  the  elective 
i  franchise.  Let  us,  when  once  we  touch  tlic 
principle  of  represcntion,  devote  all  our  energicd 
without  interruption  or  diversion,  to  its  undivided 
consideration. 
The  gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick,) 


Mr.  Newcomer  thereupon  moved  that  the  ',  says  that  the  Convention  is  now  prepared  to  vote 


further  consideration  of  the  question  be  postpon- 
ed ODtilthe  first  Monday  in  February. 

Mr.  TecK  suggested  that  the  best  course  of 
pffoceeding  would  be,  that  the  pending  motion 
to  postpone,  should  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
CoDTeiition  should  get  rid  of  the  previous  ques- 
tioa  by  goiog  into  Cummittee  of  the  whole. 


on  this  whole  subject.  I  regret  to  hear  that  it  is 
prejudged.  I  had  hoped  that  gentlemen  were 
open  to  conviction.  1  am  ultra  and  zealous  fur  tho 

firinciple  of  representaiion  on  tlie  basis  of  popu- 
ation  ;  but  satisfy  me  tliat  1  am  wrung,  and  I 
will  acknowledge  the  error;  otherwise,  I  shall 
know  no  compromue  in  my  votea  on  this  subject 


no 

\et  if  a  rcnstitulion  u  formed,  I  would  look  &t  it  J  population;  hh  constituency  undoubtedly  prcfci- 


•js  an  enlire  instrument^  and  if  I  should  approve  it 
n^  a  whole,  1  reserve  the  right  to  vote  for  Ihjf  new 
Constitution,  though  it  may  not  give  us  oiir  full 
and  equal  rip:hts.  But.  the  new  Constitution  is 
not  yet  formed,  and  until  1  see  it  complete  1  can- 
not $ay  whether  it  will  receive  my  support.  In 
the  meantime,  let  ns  poMpone  this  subject  until 
we  have  completed  our  action  on  the  elective 
franchise,  and  then  let  us  liave  full  and  thorough 
discussion  in  all  its  latitude,  and  if  wc  cannot 
change  a  vote  here,  the  seed  will  be  sown  among 
the  people,  which,   at  some  future   lime,   will 


red  it;  but  he  felt  at  liberty  to  make  terma. 

Mr.  TucR  called  for  the  previous  question. 

There  was  a  second,  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  now  tnken;  which  main  ques- 
tion was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  ^^ol.l.cR«,  to  refer 
the  said  report  to  tho  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  PiiF.LPs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  which 
were  orderetl,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

^ffinnatire — Messrs.  Chapman,  President.Mor- 
gan,Blakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Cham- 
bers of  Kent,  Dorsey.  Welis,  Kandall,   Ualrym- 


bring  forth  the  harvest  of  reform,  if  it  shall  fail    pic.  Bond,  Kidgelv,  John  DennisJames  U.  Hen 
now.  nis,  Cri»field,   Uashieil,   Williams,  ] licks,  Hod- 


all  circumstances,  and  that  we  ought  to  begin  its  I  Smith 34. 

ronsideration  even  if  we  have  to  break  oft*  time 


..  .1  _       *•        n      I-      I  I  -   Shriver,  Gaither,  Biser,    Annan,     Sappington, 

One  genlleman,  from  Caroline,  has  spoken  of  j  giephenson,  Nelson,  Carter,  Thawlev,  Stewart 

hose  who  are  for  postponement  now  as  general-    ^,f  (j'^roline,  Hardeastle,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city, 

ly  ac  ,ng  to  postpone  everj-  thing    and    he  has    p^^^,^^^^^  Ware,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer.  Har- 

used  the  unsavory  metaphor  of  a  flock  ^  ^.        Kilgour,  Brewer,   Weber,  Hnll)dny,  Sli- 

ohowin- the  one  which  hrst  bleats.     If  he  means    p^r.   Fitzpalriek,    Parke,  Shower,  C6ckev  and 

lo  apply  such   a  comparison,   however  general,    nr«tvn Ia 

1 0  me,  he  is  mnch  mistaken,  as  I  am  always  for  '  /.      ,  •      i 

action,  prompt  and  speedy,  and  utterly  opposed        ^  ^"«  Convention  refused  to  commit  the  re- 
to  those  who  would   procrastinate  the   work  of   port  to  the  committee  ol  the  whole, 
reform.  * '**^  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  oi 

.,     T,  ■  I    1 .1     I.  4-       *  Mr.  Spencer,  to  recommit  the  said  n»port  with 

Mr.  Piii:s«;tma."^  wished  the  Convention  to  un-  ^  .t,^  ;«o»,...««:,...„  i.^  k«  i  ;.wi;«.  .  .,1 
,      .     J .,  •.■1  J  11       .    i  trie  instructions  lie  nail  indicaterl. 

•  crMond  ll'.e.  positU'U  he   oeeupied  as  a   delegate'       ».     t. .......  ,^..^1  ...  „«,     .1    ...:  1  ..  ^i:»n  i.«- 

,,        -t      r  n  u-  u        •  I     1     I     ?i    .         '''T-  I  in'MAs  inoveu  to  amend   said  motion  b\ 

rum  the  city  of  Bullimore.  He  wished  also  that    „4^;i.:.,„  , ,.,  ♦!,„  ;„.,...«,: ,^  .1.^  ...,.« «.:i*«-    ' 

,  .  ,',       t        J  I  •        II  111       1-     ■  striking  out  the  instructions  to  the  committee. 

liH  Cditslitnents  and  hiM  CO  leagues  should  under- :       »*.%..  ,•        1  .    .1        -1  .  .  i  :«u  u    1 

,,..,,  .     .      **..     .  #      T»^        Mr.  Thomas  relerred  to  the  order  which  had 

-tand  It.     Hi*  was   a!;aiii:»t    postponcaient.     He    .         ^,1^  ..  1  u    .1      r^         ^4-  .    ..    «.^«- .„  ^e 

...  /?       /.    •      il    ^    |.,.  1  been  adopfed  by  the  Convention  on  motion  of 

was  a 'amsi  the  practice  of  members  of  the  com- I  VI.    /,     *  .  •  .•       .1  •..     -  r 

...    "      I     ,     .\  .     ....  .       .      •     »i       Mr.  (Tr.\sov,   restfictinu:  the  euminittees  from 

inittec,  who  look  an  opportiinity  to   rise  m  the  ,-  -,    ^        .    1  .1    ♦  .1  ^    u-    • 

,,        '       ,        ,  '^^ ',-         c  4\    •  report  I  III}:  reasons;  and  snsjKe^ted  ihat  tiie  object 

Hi.nise,  nn<l  make  an  exposition  of  their   views,      r«i«f       1  .  .  .a  . » •  1 

J  ti       ,      u      I      .1  J  .u      1     i»  I  of  tlial  order  was  to  prrvtiil  anv  influence  which 

and  then  to  abandon  the  ground  thev  had  taken.  ',,..„    ^,    «•       •    '  .        •  1  .'i  „  41.^  r-^^ 

°  *  I  a  ftatement  ot  opinions  ini<>ht  have  on  the  Lon- 

I  .Mr.  liwiss  disclaimed  any  such  intention  ]     ,  venlion.     The  committee  had  made  n<i  leport  in 
Mr.  P.  said,  ht*  did  not  allude  particularly  to  |  the  shape  of  an  argument  on  ihi-i,  what  he  mu^t 


Ills  colleairue.  He  ivminiled  his  colleague,  who 
was  >eiy  lond  of  lookini;  into  Convention  pro- 
(!■(  dinyrs,  tl.at  it  had  always  been  permitted  to 
each  niCRilier  of  a  committee  to  make 


call,  vital  question,  for  vital  he  considered  it,  and 
one  on  which  he  had  taken  ground  which  he 
woulfl  never  abandon  without  a  severe  stru^le. 


a  report  j  He  thought,  however,  that  the  committee  had 
embracing  his  views:  he  might  avail  himself  of  |  violated  the  spirit  of  the  order,  by  coming  for- 
ihat  privilc;;e.  He  relerred  to  the  statement  <  ward  and  throwing  the  weight  of  their  opinions 
made  by  the  irentleman  from  Charles, TMr.  Mkr-  against  the  conibe  wliirli  he  should  advocate.  He 
mcK,)  that  no  agreement  could  take  place  in  that  desired  that  the  resolutions  should  be  recommit- 
eominitti-e:  and  stated  that  the  ticws  of  his  col-  '  ted,  with  instructions  to  rt  port  a  practical  mca- 
Ji.ague  were  oppo-^ed  to  tho«je  of  a  majority.  He  "  sure.  He  deprecated  »li?russion  on  the  abstract 
intondi-d,  when  he  had  the  opportunity,  to  move  ;  propO!<itionH,  whether  representation  should  be 
to  di>rh'iri;e  the  committee  from  the  further  con-  j  based  on  popular  numbers:  whether  it  should  be 
«iideration  of  the  fiubjcct,  because  he  wished  to  ■  based  on  icdcral  numbcri?:  or  on  popular  numbers 
ofl'ir  a  plan,  and  he  knew  other  gentlemen  would  j  lor  the  House  and  fcdt  ral  numbers  for  the  Sen- 
olfcr  pl:iii^.  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  vote  ate.  He  did  not  wish  to  waste  time  on  abrtrac- 
of  a  majority  of  the  Convention  in  favor  of  some  1  tions.  The  members  of  the  committee  appeared 
principle.  He  thought  it  the  proper  course  for  j  to  be  as  various  in  their  opinions  as  their  niim- 
i.very  ■j/.'iitlenian  in  committee,  or  a  minority,  to  i  bers.  They  were  not  likely  to  make  any  report, 
make  ^eparutc  reports,  and  then  let  them  be  |  Had  the  committee  reported  any  practical  plan, 
con^id'Ted  by  the  House.  He  did  not  allow  that  |  loine  progress  might  have  been  made.  But  con- 
he  had  been  in^.tructed  to  vote  for  the  basis  of'  stituted  as  the  committee  are,  the  better  plan 


Ill 


would  ho  to  difchurge  lliem  if  they  should  uk  it, 
and  then  tak«  up  the  subject  in  the  House.  He 
thought  ihc  instructions  contained  In  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^K  (Mr. 
SrcxcEH)  would  only  embarrass  the  committee, 
without  leading  to  any  pnictiual  result.  It  wax 
bis  opinion  that  the  committee  ought  to  report  a 
plan. 

Mr.  Chambkrs  said  that  the  cummittee  could 
report  a  plan  directly,  if  they  could  have  a  vote 
of  the  CoHventlon. 

.Mr.  T110MA.S  replied  tiiat  this  was  only  a  siii};lc 
opinion.  I]e  tliuught  the  coiumlltPo  mic;ht  make 
a  report  without  viulating  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Sfexcrr  Haid  he  hud  no  intention  to  give 
the  committee  any  instruction  beyond  what  the 
rf^iilutit>{i  appointing  them  gave. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  that  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  thu  gcntlcman\s  amendment,  the  com* 
mittee  may  ndt  report  at  all  Hiii  object  was 
that  tiiey  siiould  be  ordered  to  report  a  plan. 

Mr.  Hprnckh  slated  that  the  committee  was 
appointed  to  d«»libcrate  and  report  on  the  subject 
of  representation.  'J'hc  amendment  he  had  oder- 
fd  was  to  recommit  with  instructions  to  do,  what 
the  orijfina)  resolution  instructed  them  to  do. 
The  gentleman  from  Frederick  objected  to  it, 
on  the  {rroiind  that  they  might  not  report  at  all. 
He  wanted  them  to  agree  and  ask  inst^uctioll^;. 

Mr.  CrwiKs  intimated  thalamajority'couldnot 


agree. 


Mr.  SrnN'cLn  intimated  that  if  they  nnild  not 
•gree  to  ask  iristnictions,  any  two  of  them,  or 
even  ot^e.  ml^ht  make  a  report  on  which  the 
Coni'cntion  could  go  on.  LvX  them  i^cparately 
report  aitich.>.s  which  may  be  taken  up  and  con- 
bidtTcd.  I'file'Ji  tlicy  do  this,  how  were  any  ar- 
ticles to  come  belbic  the  Convention  r  He  said 
he  was  not  tenacious  about  the  instructions  and 
wa»  williriijf  to  btrike  them  out. 

Mr.  pRESBTMAv  coiicurred  in  the  views  of  tho 
gentleman  from  Frederick. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  strike  out  the  instruc- 
tions in  tlie  umendmeiit. 

Mr-  Sfkvckr  accepted  tho  amendment,  and 
modified  his  proposition  by  striking  out  tho  in- 
s>-tniclions. 

Mr.  Prksstman  under.>tandin;Tthnt  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Kent,  had  said  that  niome  members  of 
the  committee  wi.^hed  to  bring  forwarded  plans, 
in  order  to  present  their  views  to  the  Convention, 
a«kedifa  member  of  the  committee  had  any 
l^reater  right  to  do  tbi>  than  any  other  gentleman 
in  this  body. 

After  a  brittf  ex[i:uiiution  between  Messrs. 
Chambers  and  I'resstm.'^n-, 

Mr.  CiiAMhER^  rc^iumi'd.  His  object  in  rising 
was  to  urge  immediate  action  on  thu  report,  as 
the  aafest,  surest  mode  ol'  expediting  our  work. 
Pas*^  this  repoil,  and  you  will  probably,  in  a  few 
hours  after  the  committee  can  be  convened,  have 
&  report  on  the  compromise  plan— reject  it  and 
thereby  declare  your  determination  to  take  a  ratio 
of  numbers,  and  you  must  have  a  report  accord- 
ingly. 

It  had  been  remarked  that  delay  was  desirable, 
because  it  was  a  subject,  the  discussion  of  which 


would  produce  angry  feelingi.  Why  should  f-iich 
apprsheniion  exist?  There  is  nothing  in  the 
question  to  excite  angry  or  unkind  remark — 
nothing.  He  repotted— very  much  regretted— 
to  hear  such  anticipations.  They  seemed  to  in- 
vite such  a  state  of  irritation.  Where  waK  the 
occasion  for  it?  It  is  a  question  of  political  ex- 
pediency and  policy  ;  involving  no  personal  im- 
putations. Wa  dilfer— differ  honesllv.  It  Is  fair 
to  use  arguments  to  convince  each  otfirr;  but  pa.<«- 
sion  is  not  argument,  and  of  all  ineanfi  is  the 
least  likely  to  convert  or  persuade  an  oppoiifut 
None  of  us  are  excited  now  by  any  unknid  feel- 
ing. Then  why  should  we  beronte  so  in  iht^ 
caim  investit;ation  of  9uch  facts,  and  thu  cool 
exprcsi-ion  and  consideration  of  such  argu- 
ments as  should  Icafl  us  to  wi.<$c  conclusions.' 
He  thought  this  the  place,  now  the  time,  and  that 
the  form  in  which  the  question  should  be  di.>cuM- 
sed  and  decided. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  that  the  Committee  could 
have  had  no  intention  to  violate  the  spirit  (-f  the 
order,  or  to  bring  up  abstract  principles.  They 
thought  the  resolutions  contained  prac.ical  prin- 
ciples, such  as  it  would  be  neeesj^ary  lor  the 
Convention  to  settle,  before  the  Convrtition 
could  consider  and  report  details.  It  wa.x  m-- 
ccsMiry  that  they  should  know  whether  popular 
numbers  tvas  to  be  the  basis  of  representation  or 
not,  that  they  mi^ht  iro'into  tho  details  under  the 
sanction  of  the  vote  of  thu  Convention.  Tlic 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  business 
would  be  expedited  if  thoy  could  get  these  prin- 
ciples settled.  The  gentleman  from  Frederick 
asked  what  progress  could  be  made  r  He  an-i- 
wered  that  they  might  make  gieat  progrt>-. 
There  must  be  animated  diacus.>ioii  on  the  sul>- 
ject,  and  why  should  we  not  begin  by  making 
the  ground  clear.  We  should  advance  the  busi- 
ness of  tlie  committee,  by  coming  to  a  solemn  de- 
cision as  to  the  character  of  the  bain.  To  setth- 
that  now  would  be  to  get  rid  of  a  great  sub-divi- 
sion of  the  subject.  And  if  it  should  appear  thut 
the  Convention  will  adopt  neither  federal  nor 
popular  numbers  exclusively,  a  compromise  of 
opinions  would  take  place  in  t lie  committee,  li 
was  his  opinion  that  individual  members,  or  even 
a  minority  of  the  committee,  had  no  nght  to 
make  reports,  but  that  this  right  was  in  the  iiiu- 
jority  only.  But  a  member  of  the  House  ua> 
always  at  liberty  to  submit  propositions,  and,  a*; 
such,  he  had  submitted  a  plan.  He  liad  presented 
it  as  Ills  own,  not  presuming  to  oder  it  as  a  re- 

Eort  from  the  committee.  Hithei  to  there  had 
een  no  plan  suggested  on  which  the  committee 
had  been  able  to  agree ;  but  ho()ed  that  they 
would  soon  cnme  to  an  agreement,  e»pcci3]|y  if 
by  a  vote  of  the  Convention,  the  principle  were 
to  be  cstabii^)hed.  The  expieh^ion  of  the  vicw<t 
of  tho  HouKC  would,  at  once,  terminate  the  diflt- 
culties  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  GwivKoflcred  the  following  amendment . 
"Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  Re  pre  sen  ta- 
tion  be  instructed  to  report  a  plan  of  rt])resent;i- 
tion  in  the  Senate  and  Hcjuuse  of  Delegates,  [riv- 
ing one  delegate  to  each  five  thousand  of  popula- 
tion in  the  counties  and  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
House  of  Delegates,  and  dividing  no  comity  oi 


1X2 

city  or  BaUiniire,  tnd  lo  conititute  the  Seiinte  I  proniw  until  the  Houie  thouM  Mttle  Uie  braad 
oTMntUirialdiBtrieta,  of  which  the  city  sfBilti-Uueition  ofxrepreMntatlon  on  the  bu^  of  non- 
more  shall  bo  one,  and  la  arrange  the  said  dii-  ben  excltniTelj. "  No  complainl  eu  be  madr 
tricts  in  luch  a  manner  Ihat  Ihej  may  be,  ei  f»r  on  that  account.  TIimb  gentlemen  held  Uiem- 
at  pauiblt,  equal  in  populaUon— and  to  pco«de  »el»e»  bound  to  Hand  upon  this  floor  in  paUie 
that  each  senatorial  diMricI  ihoutd  li&Te  Eve  xiew  in  vindication  of  tlje  claim  of  their  comtila- 
delegatci,"  [  enU  lo  tfie  benefit  .if  thi.  principle.  Tliej  thmirfai 
"■"  ■" '  "■ ■•         1.  not  the 


HI  denied  that  this  wa&  an  ubilracl '  ""^  •■le»rc  of  Ihi 


question.  It  na*  eminently  practical, 
verted  to  the  common  nol ion  tiittlhii  was  Iheige 
of  "progrcH,''  and  aud  he  believed  in  Ihii  coun- 
try Iho  progreta  in  the  arti  and  scieneci,  was 
much  greater  and  muL^li  more  useful,  thin  pro- 
eren  in  the  science  oT  government  In  none  of 
Uieae  was  the  improvement  greater  than  in 
obemiilry.  It  gire  us  tuti  by  which  in  almost 
arery  case  to  ascertain  the  truth.  If,  for  initante, 
the  fermer  deiired  to  linow  whetbtr  carbonklc 
of  lime  was  an  element  in  the  composition  of  his 
hank,  lie  had  only  10  apply  au  acid  to  a  i 
portion  of  il,  and  iis  presence  was  trulhfully  I 
announced  by  the  "cfTcrvcsecuce."  There  were 
■ome  quc^tiona  in  law  and  logic, determinabieby 
teilaequslly  iufaliible.  Thia  was  an  instance. 
An  "abslraclion"  i)  that  which  is  by  itself— it  has 
no  practical  contcquence  ur  result.  Now  the 
resolution  of  the  commilleBputiiieforelheLauGc 
the  propoiilion,  whether  tliB  btsia  of  rcpresenta- 
lion  shall  or  shall  nut  be  exclusively  that  of  a 
ratio  of  pupulalion.  If  jou  concur  with  the  com- 
mittee and  nay  that  such  u  basis  will  not  be  adop- 
tod,  will  there  bo  no  result — no  consequence.- 
If  ontlie  contrary  you  decide  that  the  committee 
•re  wrong  in  repudiating  this  Ijasis,  and  that  1 1 
ought  to  be  adopted,  will  Ihm  produce  no  result — 
no  consequence  r  Why,  Kir,  Juit  mi  surely  as 
you  decide  the  one  way  or  the  other,  will' the 
Gommitlce  rc[iorl  a  correspoodiug  syatem  fur 
you,  and  jusl  su  surely  as  inombers  adhere  ' 
their  opinionr,  will  the  system  reported  rest  •.,. 
that  buis  which  this  vote  shall  indicate,  and 
»hape  be  given  uccordingly  to  one  of  tlie  moti 
important  arlio'es  in  your  Cmistitution.  His  is 
the  "ederiesceiie."  The  article  in  your  Consti> 
tutlon— thal'H  the  "result." 

He  denied  that  the  committee  liad  in  any  de~ 
rree  offended  against  the  letter  or  the  spirit  or 
the  order  requirin|;  reports  to  be  made  wilhoul 
accompanying  arguments.  He  explained  Itio  ob- 
ject of  that  order,  which  was  not  to  prevent  ■ 
report  of  vpinioni  as  had  boen  said,  but  of  urgu- 
Bienta  to  luslain  opinious.  Every  report  must 
give  an  opinion.  The  fact  that  a  particular 
prorision  k  recommended  for  our  adoption  is  the 
rtrougeiit  form  in  which  the  opinion  uf  it:  pro- 
priety can  be  expressed. 

A  report  wilhoul  un  opinion  would  be  Uial 
vwy  abominable  thing  uhich  is  to  hateful  to 
gcmleuien— an-alstraclion."  !le  vindicated  tlie 
rouiM  of  Ihu  cuiuiuiltec.  There  was  nu  argu- 
toeDt  here  to  sustain  ibo  report  or  prejudice  the 
qiiesllon.  It  was  the  opinion  of  Ihe  committee 
tliat  this  question  should  be  decided  as  a  guide  to 
their  ai-tion.  There  were  lo  many  and  so  diverse 
opinions  amciigat  iK  nicmberi  that  a  msiorily 
w»uld  not  unite  aflirmalivcly  on  any  plan.  Some 
of  thpmemben  would  yield  lo  no  terms  of  com- 


for  their  jabora, 


0  history  of  their  ef- 


i^ipprar.  Of  cc 
tee  could  nol  have  tlie  aid  of  these  gentlemen  in 
me  preparation  of  tny  other  plan  till  Ihe  House 
decided  tliis  question.  It  must  be  discusned 
Gentlemenhavc  said  ilrhall  not  pass nttii^enfit- 
tnit  must  encounter  oppaaition  Ktem,  and  stranR 
It  will  occupy  as  little  lime  now  as  ever.  We 
are  at  it  and  why  nol  get  through  il  ? 

Mr.  Divis  moved  that  the  Oinvenlion  adjouin, 
bul  waived  Ihe  motion  to  enable 

Mr.  McHEHav  lo  give  notice,  that  whenlbe 
report  of  the  committee  on  Die  elective  frtnchite 
came  up  for  consideration,  lie  tliould  offer  aun- 
drjr  amendmento,  which   lie  moved  should  br 
printed. 
Oetermiiied  in  Ihe  aflirmalive. 
Mr.  Uivn  tl.en  withdrew  hU  motion  to  ad- 
Mr.  DiiHiciL  renewed  Ihe  motion  to  adjouin, 
and  OQ  the  quettiou  being  put,  it  was 
Determined  iji  the  negative. 
The  qucition  then  rfnurred  upon  the  oidrr 
submitted  by  Mr.tiwiKN. 
On  motion. 


FRIDAY,  Januaiya*.  1851. 
The  Convenlion  met  at  1 1  o'eloek. 
Prayer  by  the  Jlcv.  Mr.  GairnrH. 
Tberoll  was  called  and  a  quorum  was  prceeirt. 
The  journal  was  read,  and  having  geen  m 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sriucia,  ai  to  atalc 
the  fact  that  hejhadwitbdranii  the intlrueltnKar- 
oompanying  bu  motion  to  recommit  the  ruolu- 
tions  reported   by  Mr.  Mebbick  from  tha  oom- 
mittee  on  representation,  was  approved, 

Mr.  PiBBt  prctentcd  the  petition  of  Mvetilem 
officers  and  members  of  "Lippard  Circle  Bro- 
therhood of  the  Uniwi,  (fl.  F.)  Mo.  3,  of  the 
the  State  of  Maryland,  No.  SG  of  theContinul 
of  America." 

Also,  of  tovenlcen  oUicrcitiieni  of  Marylmd, 
praying  thai  a  certain  jiurtiuii  of  real  eetal*  mu 
be  exempted  in  the  new  Cunsiitutiun,  Irom  any 
forced  sule,cxleut  ur  levy,  on  execution  or  dt- 
ur  bv  any  court  of  law  or  equilT. 
omply  desired,  he  said,  to  remark  thai 
ihc  signers  of  Ihe  petitions  were  vety  resneet- 
able  persons— that  the  bubjuct  was  one  which 
was  aliracting  univcnial  auention,  and  whieh, 
he  Ihoueht,  deserved  the  respectful  couidenLtiN 
of  the  Coiiventiou, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I',  the  petitions  were  refer- 
red lo  Ihe  committee  on  Ihe  bill  of  right*. 
Sir.  Willi,  from  Ilie  commillcB  on  ■ceooMi, 


ii:{ 


;  the  fiji  low  in-order,  which  was  adopted  :  ]  **  Resolvid,  Thnt  Xho  romrnilU'p  on  the  Lrgis* 
ommittee  of  accuiints  he^  leuvc  tu  report  laiive  departniiiiit  of  the  isnvcniinciit,  eiiquirc  in- 
WTeral  accounts  Iierewith  filed  nuiiiber-  to  the  expediency  of  cii>;ruftiii};  on  ttiul  hraiirh  of 
BCtifcly,  No.  I,  2,  3  and  4;  haw  been  .  the  ('onstitulion,  a  claiiM'  prohiliitin^  the  Ix'f^iv 
d  by  them,  which  tlicy  believe  correct,  j  laturo  from  pa>«in^  any  law  atiectinc  the  existing 
der  re^lution  No.  67,'pas«Ld  at  Decern-  '  relation  of  in.istf.r  uml  sl.ive  in  this  St:ite.^* 
OD  ld4'J.  they  are  ofopiniiiii  they  .should  '  Mr.  Urown'  nMn.irUiMi  tiiut  there  wu<  no  such 
by  an  order  on  the  Treasury,  drawn  bv  '  romniiliiH*  us  :l  c<nn iniltoe  on  the  ctdored  popii- 
ndent  of  this  bodv.  thev  hi':;  leave  Ut  ,  iation.  TlK-re  wa<«  a  cdmniittcc  (in  the  froii  col* 
;he  adoption  of  the  Hillownr^  leMilutiun  :  :  oicd  population.  lU*  would  •^Uiri^i  ^t  that  the  re- 
«/,  Thul  the  aniounl  of  the  uci:onipany-  soluti'Mi  >hould  he  referred  to  ronimittee  No.  14, 
4intii,  boin^  ;>4i'H.14,  hr  paid  by  an  oider  and  In*  (.Mr.  \\.)  would  vote  lor  that  reforni  with 
HI  the  Treasury  by  the  President  of  ihi-    pleasure. 


ion. 


W.  WlLLIAM.s, 
EDVVVRDLI.OYD. 
ALKX   NKILL.  Jr., 
EI.l.\S\VAIlK,  Jr. 

(.'ommittee  on  ^ircount^. 


M.\STF.a  AND  SLAVE. 


jMr.  l*Ri'.»!*rM\N'  «nid  that  his  object  wa^^dilfer- 
'  ent  from  that  of  the  ^rentlenian,  i  Mr.  Spricg.) 
,  The  order  introdueed  hy  tin*  httter  trcntleman, 
i  proposed  to  direct  the  com.  on  the  TiCgislatitcde- 
i  partment  of  the  irovernnient  i.)  encpiiie  into  the 
!  expcHlieney,  ke.  X«)W.  his  (Mr.  P*s.)  object  was 
j  to  carry  out  the  entire  \iew  endiraeed  in  the  re- 
'  solution  (if  the  gentleman  in  the  prenent  propo- 
RC«STM.\K  >ubmitted  thefnllov.ini;  order:  ,  silion,  as  he  (Mr.  S.)  woulil  probably  desire  it 
ireff,  That  the  I^e^islature  shall  nut  pa-^  should  come  from  the  C^onimiltee. 
to  atioli&h  the  relation  of  master  and;  Mr.  Ciiamukhs  •>(  Kent,  {io  the  pRKhinENT. 
it  now  exists  in  thi.^  State,  arid  that  the  !  Im  it  in  order  for  a  proposition  identically  the 
ee  on  the  Legislative  Departmtnt  be  in- 1  .same  as  one  pieviot^ily  offered,  to  he  renewed  - 
to  report  an  article  to  carry  out  thin  pro- 1  I  liohl,  in  jutftiee,  to  my  I'riend,   (Mr.   SrRi(;uJ 

!  that,  as  this  i*  precisely  the  s:inie  proposition 
conversation  followed  between  Messrs.  I  which  he  iiitnuluccd  <«unc  time  ago,  it  iM  nut  in 
oKE,  PRESSTMAW  and    the  1*rk''ii»est,  as  "  order  iic»w  l»  renew  it. 


ci  whether  a  similar  proposition  h.id  not 
re  been  leferred  to  <  ommittee  So.  I4. 
IIESST.MA.V  said  he  did  nut  think  that  the 
matter  embraced  in  this  resolution  had 
been  referred,  or  thutany  older  had  been 
:d  to  the  Convention  '^ohvj;  to  the  extent 


Mr.  pRKxsTMAs.  1  admit  that  the  two  propo- 
sitions are  of  a  ->iniilar  character,  but  1  deny  that 
I  have  not  the  rij;lit  to  olUr  a  resolution,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  take  the  sen-e  of  the  Conven- 
tion on  any  >iibject.  I  would  not  havu  otTered 
the  rcsfdutiou  if  I  had  not  known  that  the  (»hjpct 
lated  by  it.  If  the  siibjcet  had  been  re- 1  it  basin  view  is  agreeable  to  a  majority  of  the 
I  tliis  particular  form,  be  had  no  wi.^h  to  \  (Amvcntion.     iSut  if  the  i;enlicm.in  (Mr.  Spriog) 


9  re»ohjtioii ;  but  he  thought  that  no  order 
I  referred  denying  to  the  Legislature  the 
>  act  upon  the  question  of  the  relation  of 
ind  slave.  His  desire  was  to  insert  a  guar- 


the  new  Constitution  upon  slavery  as  it  i  solution. 


has  any  otijection,  peixmally,  1  shall  cprtaiiily 
withdraw  the  order.  1  hope  he  will  understand 
the  spirit  in  which  i  ofler  it. 

Mr.  DoKSEV.     ]  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 


tted in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and,  pro 
lat  it  should  not  be  changed  by  the  Legis- 
In  making  a  Constitution,  he  was  pre.- 
» look  to  comp'*omise^,  with  a  view  to 
noie  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  coun- 
i  now  existed  in  relation  to  the  matter  of 
He  believed  that  there  was  nu  desire 
art  of  bis  constituents  to  interfere  with 
Lion  of  master  and  slave  as  it  now  exi.'^ted; 
r  would  be  prepai'ed  to  sustain  a  Cori$ti- 


The  restdiition  having  been  accain  read, 
Mr.  CiiAMULRs,  of  Kent,  said,  I  withdraw  all 
objection. 

Mr.  iiowiE.  The  {gentleman  from  Kent, 
(Mr.  CiiAMHERs,)  will,  1  think,  perceive  at  once 
the  ddfcrence  between  the  two  propositions.  1  he 
one  which  my  colleai;ue,  (Mr.  Si'iiua:,)  submit- 


ted was  a  merK  residution  of  enipiirv.     'J'he  reso- 

iution  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr. 

pRKSsTMAM,)  1  understand  to  be  a  resolution  di- 

ubodying  such  a  provi:»ion.     lie  thought  |  rectly  instructiiijK  the  Oummittce.  on  the  Legi«la- 

nportant  that,  in  the  eaily  stages  of  the  ;  tivc  department  of  the  government  toreportsuch 

:-^.m.  ^C   .1...  /« •; «■  •  •     -.       i»     _   :    • 


Ings  of  the  Convention  on  the  subject  of 
itation,  gentlemen  should  understand  tlial, 
T  it»  basis  might  hereafter  be,  the  rights 
ertj  as  reganlcd  the  relation  of  master 
e  would  be  secuie.    f  Ic  intended  to  prcps 


a  provision. 

Mr.  SpRir.c.  l*ersonally,  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est objection  that  the  House  should  refer  ihis 
proposition. 

Mr.  ]>AsiiiCLL.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  reso- 


lution with  a  view  to  obtain  the  speedy  I  lution  comes  from   rather   a   su>picious  source; 
f  the  Convention  upon  it,  and  he  believed  I  slavery  not  bcin;;   much  in  favor   in 


I  poll 
IS  a  large  majority  here  ready  to  sustain 

•paiCG  said,  that  on  Wednesday,  the  4th 
mber,  he  Iiad  ottered  the  following  order, 
ad  been  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
tWe  department: 

15 


very  not  ocin;;  mucii  m  lavor  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore.  It  comes  from  a  part  of  the'Stat*  of 
Maryland,  which  is  called  Western  Maryland, 
where,  1  repeat,  no  great  interest  in  slavery  ii< 
felt.  It  acems  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Baltimore  city,  that  he  designs  to  gain 
votes   and  influence  upon  other  qiestions,   in 


114 


whith  thai  portion  of  the  State  is  deeply  mler- 
esled.  1  do  not  object  to  the  resolution,  but  to 
the  motive  with  which  the  gentleman  seems  to 

have  offered  it  .         ,  ,       *      j 

Mr.  PREstTMAM,  interposing:.  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  m  imputing  any  improjier 

motive  to  me  ?  . 

Mr.  Dashiell.  No  improper  motive— only— 

(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Prcsstmak,  interposintr.  lam  surprised 
that  genllcmeii  reprcicntinp  a  section  of  tht-. 
State  particularly  interested  in  this  cpiestion  of 
slavery  should  object  to  a  gentleman,  even  tlioujrli 
he  might  come  from  a  suspicious  qunrter,  advii- 
rating  his  own  views.  It  is  precisely  berau>e, 
1  believe  that  the  views  of  the  people  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore  are  misrepresented,  that  I  am  pre- 
pared to  c^ive  this  guarantee,  and  to  give  it  m 
good  faith. 

Mr.  Bbekt,  of  Raltiinorc  city.  1  hope  that 
the  Convention  will  adopt  this  resoliilion,  and 
that  it  will  be  followed  up  by  resolutions  to  the, 
same  effect,  imposing  rc!&triction«  u|>on  the  l-«g- 
islature  in  res{icct  to  dchUs  for  works  of  internal 
improvement. 

Mr.  JoHKsoN.  I  am  not  disposed  to  give  any 
opinion  upon  this  resolution  at  the  present  time; 
but  I  object  to  this  mode  of  proceeding.  The 
subject,  I  understand,  is  already  l>cfore  one  of 
the  committees  of  this  body.    Is  it  not,  sir .'  (to 

the  PRESIDEKT.) 

The  President.     It  is. 

Mr.  Johnson',  continuiiic;.  1  cannot  sec  why 
that  committee  should  not  make  a  rciiort,  and 
bring  the  subject  up  in  due  foiin  for  deiibcnitc 
and  proper  consideration.  Whether  one  portion 
of  the  State  owncs  mure  or  ii'^s  s'aves  than  an- 
other, 18  a  question  whirh  I  do  not  intend  to  dis* 
ru<»5  here.  I  am.  my  self,  a  slaveholder;  and  I 
«.houId  be  the  last  man  in  the  State,  who  t%o(ild 
wish  to  see  that (|uestion  discus>ed  in  this  llnll 
or  out  of  it,  unless  some  good  ond  is  to  be  attain- 
ed. Let  then,  the  rci;ular  course  of  procccding> 
he  adopted,  as  more  in  f:onsoiiancu  with  the  usa- 
ges of  a  body  of  this  character.  1  should  l)C';lad 
if  the  £rentlem.in  from  Haltiniore  city,  (Sir. 
Presstmak,)  would  withdraw  his  resolution.  If 
he  does  not,  1  shall  iiiovo  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Freistmak.     As  1  cannot  see  the  proprie- 
ty of  postponing  this  matter,  I  umimI.  with  all  rcs- 
Sect  to  tlie  gentleman 'who  made  the  suggPAtiun, 
ecline  to  withdmw  my  i-e>olution. 

Mr.  JouKSON.  Does  the  gentleman  olijeet,  so 
to  chanicc  the  form  of  hi^  pro(>ositiun,  uk  to  make 
it  one  of  ciiquir): 

Mr.  Presstmak'.     Yes,  I  do  object. 

Mr.  JoiiN&ON'.     I  sli:ill  hot   make  the   motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  but  cijiall   tleclinc  to  vote  on  I 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Prbsstmav.  Very  well,  sir.  I  object  to 
making  the  resolution  a  mere  pro|K)sition  of  en- 
quiry, because  it  would  not  at  sill  answer  the 
purpose  which  I  have  in  view. 

The  question  was  tlicn  taken  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 


BOARD   OF  PUBLIC   WORKI. 

Mr.  Merrick  submitted  the  following  or- 
der: 

**Ordered,  That  committee  No.  14,  be  inatruct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  providing  in 
the  Constitution  for  a  Board  of  rublic  Works,  to 
consist  of  a  President  and   two  members,  to  be 
chosen  every  third  year,  onemeiuber  by  the  sep- 
arate vote  of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  President  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Hnu<e.s,  the 
I  person  thus  elected  President  of  said   Board  to 
i  receive  always  the  vote  of  the  State  of  Maryland 
for  the  office  of  President  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  C^anal  Company,  and  the  legislature  to  pro- 
vide tiuitablc  and   ude({uatc  salaries  fur  the  per- 
.  sons  coinpo.iing  said  board." 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  tu  the  mover  of  the  re- 
solution, (Mr.  MERnicK,)  to  avoid  contrariety  of 
opinion  by  oniilling  the  latter  part  of  it. 

Mr.  MEKRitK  rcjilied,  that  the  resolution  was 
simply  one  of  enquii}.  It  did  not  in  any  degree 
cuuimit  the  Convention.  The  s(Nscincatiuns  in 
the  onler  were  nothing  more  than  an  indication  of 
the  individual  preference  of  the  member  otter- 
ing it. 

Mr.  Thomas  itaid,  he  siionld  then  indicate  hi$ 
preference  by  moving  to  strike  out  the  latter  patt 
of  the  oi-der. 

Mr.  Mlrrick  said,  the  motion  would  lead  to 
discussion,  and  that  was  precisely  what  ho  wi»bed 
to  avoid. 

Mr.  T110.MAS  ^aid  it  was  hi?»  desire  also,  by  the 
motion  he  had  made,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
discussion. 

Mr.  M«:IiAS'C  suid  he  undcixtood  that  this  was 
a    siin])le    resolution    of    emiuiry.     Accordirg, 
therefore,  to  all  rourtesy  and  the  practice  of  the 
body,  it  would,  under  any  eiirumsianceji,  be  only 
pi-opcr  that  the  order  sliouhl  go  to  the  cummittee. 
But  he  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that 
an  order  had  heietulorcbeeii  adopted,  nut  exactly 
to  the  >anic  effect  or  in   the  same  tonus,  but  on 
the  same  :»uliject,  and  having  in  view  tlie  oi^ni- 
zalion  of  a  body  similar  to  that  which  the  gco- 
tleiuan,  (Mi.  Merrilk,)  pro|>osed.     The  Com- 
mittee had  had  a  meeting,  and,  in  tlie  absence  of 
its  (^tiuirmaii,  he,  (Mr.  Mcli.)  believed  lie  might 
be  permitted  to  stale,  that  they  had  come  to  a 
decision,  and  had  directed  a  report  to  ho  submit- 
ted to  the  Convention,     lie  did   not  make  this 
statement  with  a  view  to  preclude  the  order.    Jt 
was  not  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  committee,  as  he  understood   tlie  matter. 
The  gentleman   from  Krcdcriek,  (Mr.  Tbomas.) 
wnnid  see,   however,  that  the  adoption   of  the 
order  would  neither  commit  the  House  nor  em- 
bariass  the  committee. 

Mr.  L)a«  lb  asked  that  the  order  might  be  again 
read. 
The  resolution  was  rcailand  adopted. 

Mr.  Ti'CK  submitted  the  following  resolntioD  : 

*'Rf:>olctd,  That  the  committee  on  Printing  be 

authorised  to  have  a  suitable  index  made  to  the 

Journal  of  proceedings,  and  also  to  the  debates  of 

tlie  Convention. 

Mr.  McIIenry  enquired  as  to  the  cost? 
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:k  said  he  had  no  infortnalion  on  Ihf  [  every  tiling  like  throwing  a  veil  over  it^though 
He  only  knew  from  experience  that,  jhe  imputed  no  such  motive  to  any  gentiemao.  lie 
dexes,  It  was  a  matter  of  great  diffi-  rrferred  to  the  fact  that  gentlemen  had  taken  the 
d  any  thin}:  thnt  inii^hl  be  wantiul  <»tump,  ami  that  the  public  mind  had  become  ezci- 
le  joiirnal  or  the  laws.  The  same  dif-  IimI  mi  thi-*  qiieMinii  of  representation,  simply  ae- 
ild  he  r«iiinil  to  (>xi«t  in  leganl  to  the  cording  to  niinieriral  fHrce,  and  submitted  that  it 
He  had  oflVred  tlit*  r("iohiti(iii,  iMTaiisi:  oii<rtit  to  lie  SKttliHl.  What  the  gentleman  from 
ond  that  the  (■(»miiiitii'f  oti  i'rinliiig  Hallimore rity,( Mr.  Prr«<«tm an,)  had  said  about 
ink  that  th»'y  h:id  tin-  power,  iiimIit  the  slave  «|U«'sliun,  he,  (Mr.  C.)  applied  to  this, 
tders,  to  rarry  out  the  dr*i?n  of  the   l^t  it  bo  fix«l   now,  and  fined  forever,  Iwyoiid 

,  the  hope  of  revirrrfiioii.  The  battle  was  to  be 
:i.rs,  replying  to  tin*  emjiiiry  of  Mr.  fought.  Wi»  were  told  by  gentlemen,  who  wcic 
,  said  that  one  hiiiKlred  dollars  was  kmiwii  never  to  back  out  from  their  position, 
sum  paid  for  indexiiij;  tin*  law*,  that  the  grotmd  would  not  he  yielded  without  a 
standanl,  the  j^entieniiin  rould  nuin  severe  and  a  .■*tern  strut^lc.  The  sooner,  there- 
of the  roct  of  thi*  work.  .  fore,  that  the  cloud  passed  over,  (to  um  the  Ian* 
lesultory  remarks  and  ••xplunations  .guajre  of  his  iViend  Irom  Carroll,  (Mr.  Browm,) 
le  by  Messrs.  Wrher,  Ki'ciianan,  who  said  many  goo<l  things,)  the  sooner  we  shall 
ind  Randam..  in  favor  of  the  irsohi-  see  the  sunshine.  And  he,  (.Mr.  C)  hoped  that 
y  Mr.  McHr.Nav  in  opposition  to  it.  j  every  pn>peHiiion  would  he  voted  down  until  the 
AWLKT  moved  an  aniendmenl,  which  Convention  came  to  a  direct  question  on  the 
id,  by  the  rn-sidenl,  toheoutof  order,   adoption  of  the  re>olution«». 

I  wiil  be  fouiMi  in  the  proceediiiKS  tif  Mr.  Thomas  naid,  that  he  had  yesterday  signi- 
'.)  -  fird  his  pniference  for  the  mode  of  di.^posing  ol 

the  question  on  the  rcM»lution  of  .Mr.   this  question.     Relleotion  had  hut  ronfirmed  hi.s 

opinion.  Then*  w(>re  peruliaritics  connected 
uiDEKT  announced  that  the  hour  had  .  ^vith  this  question,  whirh  belonged  to  no  other 
r  taking  up  the  Order  of  the  Day.  |  on  which  it  wnuhl  lieeome  the  duty  of  the  Con- 

:nccr  moved  to  po«>t[ione  its  ronsidera-  ^  vention  to  art;  liecau<e,  in  the  app(»rtinnment  of 
the  pending  question  should  have  been  i  repri>sfntativr*>,  would  come  the  struggle  for  the 
f.  ;  distribution  of  political  power.     In  his  judgment, 

sstion  having  hren  l:iken,  the  Conven-'the  Convention  would  be  in  a  better  frame  of 
d  to  postpone.  I  mind  for  calm  atid  mature  action  on  all  other 

.Alls  or  REr.ii..sr.sT ATiov.   •  i  Hy^^tion.,  if  this  struggle  were  postponed  until 

j  other  matters  had  been  di«iH)sed  of.  In  this 
ivention,  then-iipon,  rcMuned  the  con-  judgment  perhaps  he  miirht  err.  But,  independ- 
of  the  following  re^.olutions,  suliinitted  JVnt  of  these  general  considerations,  there  were 
RRJurK,  un  the  lllh  of  January,  from  .  rejisons  which  he  signified  the  otlier  day.  and 
ttee  on  Representation:  j  which  he  need  not  now  repeat,  why  the  Conven- 

d,Thaf  it  i:^  inexpedient  to  rejrardfede-  tjoii  should  recommit  this  resolution.  He  »itill 
rain  fixins;  the  est  iuLiti's  and  bx^ii  of  pronounced  it  :in  abstraction.  It  was  aside  from 
lion,  in  tiie  lloii«e  of  l>eh'>.;:ites.  t^e  main  qii^j^tion,  and  whatever  might  be  ttio 

frri/.  That  it  i>  irn'\|H*dienl  to  adopt  a  dorision  of  the  I'onvention,  no  result  would  be 
f  i-cpre^eiitalioii  basiilfxrlii^ivfly  upon  produced.  It  «lid  nt»t  require  the  Convention  to 
inmoers,  in  oi-.;;iniziiit;  the  Mouse  of  declare  any  thing  aflirmatively;  it  only  declared 
,  or  the  Senate  what  the  (Junvention  would  mo(  do.    ItJaiddoHn 

iding  question  w:is  upon  the  mfttion  no  rule;  it  prescribed  no  plan;  and  the  Conve n- 
enlay  by  Mr.  (iwivs',  (as  a  sub^Vitule  tioii  miirht  go  on,  week  a(\cr  week,  and  month 
ytion  of  Mr.  Srrvcr.r..)  to  recoininit  the  ■  .after  month,  and  yet  not  obtain  a  single  tangible 
K,  witii  certain  iii>tiuetioii<.  '  proposition  on  which  it  could  act.     lie  earue»tiy 

wins  now  withdrew  hi*.  in>truc.tionH,  hoped  it  would  be  recommitted,  and  that  tie 
ic  desired  that  the  qiii><lion  iiiiglit  be  committee  would  be  permitted  to  take  charge  of 
.he  simple  motion  to  reeoinioit,  and  he  the  Mibject.  If  they  could  not  agree,  let  tliem 
t  thai  motion  >^oiild  pi-e\iiil.  eome   into  the  Convention,  say  so,  and  be  di.*i- 

qiiestioii   wa^   on    Uie  mntiiin  of  Mr.  j  charged;  and  then,  he  hoped,  that  sonic  gentle- 
to  re'.oiniiiit  the  repoit  to  lh«:  (Mnimit*   nian  would  in  his  p!:i«*r  here  «ubmit  a  projtt. 
presuiit.Uion.  '      Mr.  Tu<  k  said, he  could  iu)l  perceive  h«»w  any 

AMRiLKS,  of  Kent,  a-ked  the  y*a»  :md  thing  was  to  he<;:iincd  by  sending  the  resolutions 
lat  motion,  whirli  were  ortlered.  i  tiack  to  the   comiiiiilee,  unU's<«  ihe  (^)nvcntiuii 

conversation  t*«illo\\rd  between  Mr.  -hould  first  express ^ollle■  opinion  oa  the  suhjcet. 
M  ami  the  I'RKMUKNr,  t  n  a  quebtion  of  They  had  been  told  \e>teidjiy  that  the  comintt- 

II  which  tee  could  not  agree  on  an\  plan.  Suppo>o  tlieii 
AMBKH,  of  Kent,  .said  li»"  merely  desired  ihe  resolution^  weic  recommitted.  To  what 
Contention  should  adopt  -^ueh  a   coutm-  ■  end.'    What  was  the  conimiitee  to  ilo .-    Tney  hud 


le  wanted   to  avoid  all  side-blows — ;  witli  some  positive  instructions. 


i 
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My  desire  »>  (ooiirliiilrH  Mr.  T.)  to  vote  on 
something  tan.^iblc  I  liuld  in  my  hand  n  propo- 
silion  which  ruiliodk'i^  the  trm:  reiiubliran  dec 
trhio;  nnd  which  i  now  (iHtT. 

Mr.  T.  read  as  follows : 

"With  instructions  t«i  icpnrl  a  jdan  ul*  rcpi'c- 
"•entation  in  the  11  mist*  ot'  Dclci^atcH  on  siicli 
basis  of  compronn>c  ax  will  in  ilicir  judi^mcnt 
protect  the  hilcri'^ls  of  tlir  ditlcrcnl  scctiiuis  of 
the  State." 

Mr.  T.  then  ii-lVriT*!  to  the  rc>olnli(ins,  and 
said  that  the  dm  vent  ion  proposed  to  mmuI  those 
resolutions  Imdc  without  rilhcr  an  aftirniaiive  or 
iL  ne)i;ativc  answer.  His  opinion  wa^  1li:it  in  or- 
der to  protect  nil  the  inlcrof-  of  any  Stale,  or 
<fOVcrnmciit,  criniproiniscji  on  tli»^  part  of  tlic 
YarioU8  inlerc>ti  in\olvctl  niu<t  In*  made.  And 
this  he  ftuppost'd  in  hu  the  conclM-ion  to  which 
the  Convention  iiuiHt  ronw  at  la-^t. 

Mr.  Si*F.\'cr.Ks»iii.  lie  would  accept  tin'  unu'nd- 
rocnt  of  the  ;;cntlcnian  fnmi  I'lincc  (Teoif;p's, 
(Mr.  TircKj  if  he  {.Mr.  S.)  wa«i  al  liberty  to  do 
^o. 

Mr.  Brown  tliou-^ht,  he  said,  that  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gcnllenr.iu  from  Trincc  C« corse's  did 
not  rointivc  the  diiliculty.  It  was  probiibie.  there 
would  be  a.-*  many  dilferenccN  of  opinion  nniler 
that  anict.dnitni,  as  there  lind  alieady  been  in 
committee. 

After  aayinc:  n  few  words  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Chambers,  of  Kent,  an 4  upplyin*^  to  that  -scntle- 
mun^b  course  on  this  fpie>tion  one  of  David  Oock- 
ctt'»  anecdotes^  about  a  ciHin-fi^ht,  .Mr.  M.  ex- 
pressed the  belief  that  the  resolution  on^ht  to  be 
reconiniilted;  and  lie  was  >ure  that  if  ilir  eom- 
mittcc  coiihl  not  agree  on  a  phn  wiihoiit  the  in- 
>triictionsof  tket;eiitlem»n  fiom  I'li'ieed'r*  rxe's, 
they  could  not  atjree  with  them. 

Mr.  TfCK.     1  withdraw  my  ninendnipnt. 

Mr.  CiiAMUKKs,  of  Kent,  replieil  Ijrietly  and  in 
pood  humor  to  th«  coon  hl'»ry,  and,  afler  refer- 
riiii;  to  the  proreedir;:s  whieli  li:id  taken  (ilare  in 
the  committee  upon  them,  >>ai(i  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  eommitte*'  ii;;reed  tli.it  it  it  w:is  neces- 
Fary  that  the  (Convent ion  >h(Miirl  |".t^s  upon  the 
<|ueAtiniiinv(dved  in  the  resolnlion.  He  believod 
that,  if  the  M(*u<.e  noiild  decide  th.it  (pie«<  ion,  a 
report  could  be  muilc  in  tweiil\-fonr  hours  af- 
Icrward.-},  if  ibeeommittee  could  be  j;ol  together. 

Mr.  McRRK  K  could  not  discover,  he  said,  any 
reasonable  jround  for  the  apprehension  which 
some  gentlemen  had  c\pre.4sed  th.'i|  bitter  and 
accriuionious  frelinfps  would  grow  out  of  the  dis- 
<'Hssion  on  this  r|nesiion.  Ti  e  ccentleman  from 
Frederick,  (Mr.  TimMAs,)  had  said  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  distribution  of  politiral  power  wa.s 
connected  with  thisMthJeet,  and  that  .»ther  (pies- 
tiins  shoulil  be.  di>po»eti  of  fusi,  bccau.se  of  the 
danger  (as  he.  .Mi.  .M,uiidei>.tt>od  the  gentleman,) 
tfiat  a<»ran;;enieiit  .iiid  alieniitioii  would  j;rowout 
ofthcdiscus-loii.  Me,  ( Mr.  M.,)  hoped  thai  their 
was  no  memlier  of  this  (^Jiixintion  who  did  not 
feel  the  utmost  ^jood  will  toward^  cvj-ry  other 
member  of  it;  and  th:it  it  would  be  found  that 
they  CHiilH,  as  statesmen  and  philosophers  (many 
of  them  with  locks  whitened  with  a-^c,)  act  upon 
lbi<)  question  without  being  lian.sported  with  that 


passion  nr  ill-will  to  which  younj^e r  men  roisht 
be  apt  to  \ield.  So  far  from  thinking  that  this 
(pioiirm  should  be  pof(t|)oned,  becauM  of  its  im- 
portaiiee,  and  because  it  occupied  a  larger  ihan 
of  public  consideration,  and  ut  the  r.onsideraticn 
of  the  (Convention  than  nny  i»ther,  he  thought  il 
-jhdiilil  for  that  very  ren-«on  he  the  sooner  dispos- 
ed of. 

lie  contested  the  idea  that  the  resolutions  re- 
pelled from  the  (^immiltee.  were  mere  abstrac- 
titiiis.  What  wa<i  the  tirst  question  to  be  decid- 
ed when  the  Con  vent  ion  came  to  consider  the 
subject  of  representation.^  Was  it  not  whether 
there  should  be  lepresentation  strictly  according 
to  popuhiiiiui,  or  whether  there  <:hotild  lie  a 
modification  of  that  principle?  That  was  the 
first  operation  of  the  mind  in  approaching  the 
question— one  which  no  mind  could  resist.  And 
it  was  emphatically  and  pre-eminently  a  practi- 
cal tpnstion.  Mad  not  the  (Convention  to  deter- 
mine wbcthrr  it  would  concede  the  principle  of 
representation  :iecording  to  population,  or 
whether  il  would  settle  down  upcm  mmething 
else — some  nindificatitm  of  that  principle  ? 
When  that  principle  had  once  been  settU  d,  tliere 
woulil  be  till  trouble.  The  rest  wan  a  matter  of 
calculation  and  fi(;iiivs.  Once  KCttle  the  princi- 
ple, and  the  (■onvention  would  have  a  practical 
deeision  which  would  lead  to  u  certain  result. 
Suppose  the  Convention  decided  this  resolution 
ne};atively.  Would  they  not  even  then  hare  ad- 
vanceil  very  considerably  towards  an  adjustment 
of  the  (piestion  7  And  was  it  not  much  mora 
likely  that  il  would  be  adjusted  at  an  early  day 
upon  s(»iiie  proper,  rational  and  salutary  princi- 
ple of  compromise.'  He  earnestly  hoped  that 
the  (Convention  would  not  blink  this  question. 
but  would  eoinc  boldly  up  to  it  by  a  direct  and 
.suienin  voti'. 

Some  e(lnver^'alion  followed  on  a  point  of 
onler,  between  Mr.  CJwinn  and  the  PaEsiDBNTi 
after  which — 

Mr.  (awiNM  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  asked  the  llou.sn  to  say,  whether,  if 
they  .-hoiild  proeetrd  to  take  a  rote  on  tlie  reao- 
iutio-ii  iiuw  pe.ndini;.  tiicy  would  have  settled  any 
principle.  Me  bad,  in  committee,  voted  that  it 
was  inexpedient  to  re<rard  federal  numbers  infix- 
ing the  basis  of  representation.  With  his  expe- 
rience of  the  Mate  of  things  in  this  Convention, 
he  ccMisidered  that  in  giving  that  vote  he  was  in 
fact  \'otin};  for  a  conipromis<!. 

But;  !«o  far  as  he  was  concerned,  if  this  resolu- 
tion s.iould  be  .^et  a.-ide  by  the  Convention,  be 
should',  vote  for  any  proposition  to  placa  it  upon 
the  basis  of  fedeinl  numbers.  There  was  no  ne> 
ce.-sily,  a.s  the  gentleman  from  Frederick,  (Mr. 
TiioM.\9,)  had  said,  for  taking  the  question  as  it 
now  st  >td,  beeau^b  the  (-cmventioii  would  settle 
Rothinj  hv  the  motion.  Me,  (Mr  G..)  was  wil- 
ling that  fiie  matter  should  be  recommitted,  and 
thai  th  e  committee  .should  be  discharged,  because 
he  was  confident  that  it  would  never  come  to  any 
conclu  iion. 

Mr.  Blakistoxe  »aid,  hv  had  voted  yesterday 
in  favua*  of  the  motion  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  and  was  anxious   that   it 
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ould  be  postponed:  but  the  Convention  hod  de- 
ied   othertri?^.     He  was,  ihrrefons  dcsirouR 
at  lhe»CDse  of  the  Ixiilj  ghuuhl  be  taken  upon 
e  resolutions  reported  by  \\iv  ooniinittec. 
Sereril  ^ntlemen  had  doclanvl  ilinl  they  were 


in  cood  earnest  to  do  «o.  Lookiiii;  to  the  wuy  in 
which  the  Convention  was  now  goinc;  on,the  peo- 
ple wotihl  never  «;oi  a  Const  it iitiim  on  the  face 
of  the  eailli.  He  «pokc;  of  his  own  constituents 
as  among  the  punvst  in  the  world;  and  thought, 
tliat  one  of  the  .stnm;;e'»l  evideneo  of  the  faC 
•m.     He  desired  that  the  people  <»f  the'   State  !  ^a*  to  he  found  in  tin-,   ^leadfiistiu-.^  with  whichi 


favor  of  representation   aeiMuiliuK  to  popnia- 
"       it  the  people   <»f  the    State  ! 


ould  anderstaiid  hi)W  they  wen-  vnlin^  hi-re.  !  ^^>»y  had  alwa%H  voted  fur  hmi.  (Laughti-r.) 
lie  gentleman  i'nmx  Carroll  hati  said  the  other  •'«  desin-d  to  say  one  word  to  the  gi-nllenian 
ly,  that  he  was  anxious  that  gentlemen  should  1  ^rom  Baltnnore  eiiy,  t  Mr.  CJwik.v.)  'I'hat  gen- 
ow  their   hands.     The  time.  In-,  (Mr.  Bi.akis-    ll«*inan  had  stati  d  that  the  (.(imniillee  could  not 


KB,)  thuught  bad  eonie.  lie  was  for  no  diidg- 
fi.  He  would  tril  gentlemen  that  they  should 
tdod^.  The  proposition  inighl  he  voted  down, 


make  a  re|><jrl  without  iuftruriioiift,  and  yet  he 
turned  arotnid  ami  declared  his  willnieness  to 
vote  to  reeonmiil  u  ilhnnt  in-itrnetioiis,  w  hen   it 


I  it  sihoiild  eonie   np   in  its   plain  and  naked  !  ^'^"^  eoiic«d#'d  hy  imii   that   no  report  euuld  be 

ape,  and  a  vote  should  he  taken   upon  it.     f  U  j  f»bl""ied.      hid   gr-ntlemen   expect  to    have   a 

ok  il  for  granted  that  no  e^'utleman   heie,  was  I  (-onHtituluin,  when  the  -me  rewilt  of  attempting 

raid,  or  a-^hamed  to  gire  his  opinion  np<,n  the  '  *'»  **arry  out  Iheir  own  extreme  views,  would  bn 

opo^ilion  itself.     He;  forone,  was  read>  toex- |  *o  '^^^w^^  «»»«  formation   of  any   Conalilulion  r 

«as  tii».     He  wanted  to  record  his  name,  and  I  "^  (*^^r.  W.)  did  not  expert  to  gain  any  groat  de- 

j  desired  to  see  other  gentlemen  record  their'*.  .8«'»- ^^f  credit  among  the  ultra  reform  members 

.    ,     .,         .  ,.      .    I   I     .1  .1^ f  ^.      of  this  (Convention,  liy  any  vole  wliirrh  he 'should 

'*^'?'. "If ?.!""""""''  ''"'      B"'''"""'/'^'."    givr.     He  can.e  here  «ith  ;i  f.xcrt  dcterniina- 
irroll.  that  there   were  some  members  of  this    f.  ..  .    ^..i,-  .i .. »  „  .  r-      •■.  «■       i         \  i   r 
irill^l t   ^..,u.  ...  ».i..o   th.   ^,,.    „lio"  to  make  the  best  ConKtiiution  he  con  Id,  lor 


dT  Who  were  not  ready  to  -l-c   the  mark  ^^       ,    ,^         ,    ^,^   ,                       ^           ; 

.t,tbc»eenwbo  hey  were      Let  ev.Ty  gentle.  ^^^,^^  ^,,    »,J^^  word,  smh  wa.  his  li.v  d  pur- 

m  march  up  o  t he  vote  with  a  hxed  and  slca-  ^^              „,,,^^  c<.uld  make  .neh  a  Constitution 

'  parpose,  to  let  the  people  «t  the  htate  of  Ma-  j^^^        ,,,.                  ^          ^             .       ,           ,j 

land  koow  who  they  were,  from  whence  they  ,,^  ,,,     ^,,^^^  ^j^,.,^,  f^,,.  ^.,,^^  j,^,,  ^.^^;            ,,^ 

me,  who  would  go  for  this  abstrani  proposition  ^^„^j                                    ^,P  ,       'onvinlion  to 

wprcentation  accordmg  to  population    He  j,^,* ,    ^^,^^.^^,.j  ^^„^,  ,^^,^^,  ^.^ 

i  not  anucipate  that  any  such  scenes  of  excite-  ^^^,^.j,  ,f^j  ^^^^^  ^^.^,  .^^  ^^^^  courM- of  the  recent 

«t  a.  «me  gentlemen  pmhcttMlwou^  .^j,^^,,    corruption    in     Maryland. 

ae«i  here,  or  that  any  member  of    he  hodj,  in  ^yj^^^^.  ^^,  .^^  paternity?    This  reform  move 

e  expre^ion  and  enforcement  of  the  opinions  ^^^,,^  j,,  Maryland  was  its  father-corruption  was 

t  entertained,  would  go  beyond  the   limit,  ot  .^^  ,,^^j          f^^^^^^  ^  sacriU-ious  hand  h..d  been 

•priely.     He  alluded  to  this  doctrine  of  i  epre-  ,^jj           j,,^.  (;^>„siitution  which  our  forefathers 

nution  accordmg  to  population,  as  a  political  „,j^ae,  there  was  no  corruption  to  he  found  in 

ibbj  which  had  been  I  idden  to  death,  and  whose  ^j.^,,^  ^^^^^^^^  .M.Vvland.     And  where 

'^^''V^r\  '*"'  '^•:;'V''*  ^?  '*■*';  1  ^r-?^'i*""i!!  «»iJ  it  now  come  Irom  r  From  the  oHlce-seekers 
ight  nd€  It  at  home  if  thev  pleased,  but  ii  should  |  ^„,,  ^^^^.^.  ,,,xc\\\U,.  This  was  the  origin  of  all 
it  be  mounted  here,  or  it  it  was,  he,   *^»«' <»"<'i    ihc  corrtinii'.n 

•a  resolved  to  see  how  the  gentleman  rode,  and  "  is „iwiiUian;ii„.  all  that  had  been  .aid  of  the 
Mm  what  sort  of  pony  he  wa.  mounted.  .  p^„j  ^,^^,  ..orrupiion  existing  in  the  .^tatc  of 

The  people  did  m.t  know  all  the  reform  «ipin-  :  Maryland— of  which  lliere  might  be  a  good  deal 
ns  adfocatcd  in  this  body,  lie  alluded  to  the  — he  Mieved  there  was  not  u  more  honorable 
iriuat  grades  of  reformers,  and  the  kind  of  re-  .  orchivaln»us  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  or 
fin  which  tliey  sustained;  but  declared  that  he  a  petiple  generally  more  free  from  coiniplioiis. 
id  never,  in  his  exfierience,  henrd  a  man  in  the  He  passed  a  high  eulogy  upon  them. 
ate  of  Maryland,  high  or  l(»w,  broadly  advocate  i  i,,  conclusion,  he  UMpenled  to  the  members  of 
ilbra  the  people,  the  prmciple  of  representation  the  Convention,  whi-^-*  and  democrats— fur  he  n- 
sording  to  population.  It  had  not  even  been  :  p,>g„izcd  here  no  partv  hnl  Mary  landers— to 
fued  here  when  the  reform  bill  was  up.  ami  it  come  up  and  vote  upon  t'hi.s  .ple.^t^on.  l.ct  there 
bad  been,  the  very  Matement  of  the  argument  \^  po  higgling— chaffing— or  dod-ring— but  let 
ould  have  »lrangled  the  otlspring  in  ltd  birth,  every  man  vote  Iwldly,  ave  or  no.  The  people 
st  the  question  be  met.  lie  would  meet  it  would  then  have  some  guarantee,  that  the  Con- 
jldly— even  if  alone;  and  if  he  fell,  the  gix-ater  vention  intended  rapidlv  and  suoce-'ifullv  to  do 
jry  would  be  his.  that  he  had  fallen,  not  by  the  .  ihe  work  for  which  it  had  assembled. 
luda  of  pignres,  but  of  giant*  j      Mr.  Da  vij»  corrected  his  friend  from  St  Mary  'a, 

He  amused  the  Convention  for  some  time  by  (Mr.  Bliickistone  )  w  lio  hud  .'>t;ited  that  no  penion 
lusioiki  to  the  strange  comhinationn  of  the  po-  could  be  found  in  or  out  of  the  l.e^i>l:iturc«  who 
ical  elemcnU  which  were  manifested  in  the  had  enme.  out,  aiul  taken  th(>  broad  giound  in 
mTention;  and  desiiribed  the  nnimals,  (hobbies)  favor  of  population  as  a  basis  of  repif>ent:ition. 
too  which  some  gentlemen  weie  riding  and  the  '  He  pointed  out  his  friend  from  Carroll,  iMr. 
rticular  order  in  which  they  mounted.  He  Bhowk.)  as  haviiig  donc^o,  and  asked  hi«>  friend 
Bii  proceeded  to  remark,  that  if  gentlemen  had  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Biskii,)  if  he  also  had  not 
me  here  with  a  serious  intention  of  making  a  j  advocated  the  principle  before  the  Lcgiolutiire. 
iDStitutioD,  it  was  time  they  should  go  to  work  '     Mr.  Blakistonk  lep.'ied  that  he  stood  correct- 


118 


cd  if  he  had  Itccn  wrong,  if  his  friend  from 
Frederick  had  advocated  that  basis. 

Mr.  BiKCH  said  he  had  aTocated  it  at  home 
and  abroad,  but  was  compf  lied  to  yield  to  a  mod- 
ification. 

Mr.  PiiKLps  onquircd  if  the  (gentleman  from 
Frederick  had  siinportod  tliat  basis  for  the  city  of 
fiallimorr,  as  well  ast  the  counties? 

Mr.  RisF.R  an^twered,  thai  he  had  advocated 
it  for  the  whole  State,  Raltimorc  inchided. 

Mr.  l).%>is  resumed,  expressing  a  wish  to  do 


out  benefit  had  submitteil  to  the  burden  of  taia- 
tion.  To  show  that  the  reform  qusstion  had 
been  agitated  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  at  the  time 
he  had  stated,  he  referred  to  a  preamble  and  re- 
solutions adopted  by  the  City  Couneilii,  in  which 
the  lirenie  law,  the  auction  duties,  and  the  stamp 
tax  were  <leiioimcpd  as  opprcs««ivc.  and  the  id*'* 
was  thrown  out  that  Baltimon^  was  likely  to  be 
crushed  beneath  the  weiglit  of  these  burdens.  It 
wan  alleged  that  if  she  had  been  properly  repre- 
sented in  the  I<egislaiure  these  odious  laws  wouM 
full  justice  to  his  friend  from  Frederick,  lie  not  have  parsed.  If  the  hanis  on  population 
felt,  as  Montgomery  was  the  daughter  of  Frede-    should  be  adopted  by  the  (Convention,  Baltimore 


rick,  a  strong  desire  at  all  limes  to  carrf  out  his 
feelin<r  of  respect  and  veneration  for  his  mater- 
nal ancestor.  He  had  come  U)  her  aid  in  this  eon- 
venlion,  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  reform  of  the 
constitution  ;  nor  did  he  intend  to  restrict  liim- 
self  to  the  two  questions,  as  stateil  by  the  gentle- 
man for  Baltimore — the  basis  of  representation 
and  an  elective  judiciary.  He  wished  to  extend 
reform  beyond  these  two  important  principles 
and  to  put  additional  guards  round  the  treasury ; 
and  also  to  put  guards  and  restraints  round  the 
commiasioncr  of  loans  as  had  been  proposed. 
.All  these  substantial  reforms  he  advocated.  He 
Iiad  taken  his  course  from  the  example  of  Fred- 
crick,  and  he  would  go  to  hur  again  when  he 
wanted  further  pnimptingn.  Me  referred  to  a 
speech  made  by  his  friend  fi*om  Frederick,  when 
ill  the  Legislature  several  years  ago,  in  which 
that  gentleman  had  staled  that  the  effect  of  the 
establishment  of  the  popular  basis,  would  be  to 
lcgi«late  the  small  counties  out    of  existenrx".. 


would  be  able  to  accomplish  all  she  prnpoieS' 
repeal  as  well  as  reform. 

It  had  been  already  hinted  that  the  Maryland 
canal,  which  Col.  Abbot  has  ascertained  by  in- 
strumental surveys  will  cost  1 11,000,000,  will 
have  its  termination  there,  and  although  jou  may 
cut  up  Baltimore  into  districts,  at  nnany  as  you 
please,  as  has  been  proposed  by  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  who- 
ever any  scheme  of  commercial  enterprise  is 
started,  you  will  find  parly  differences  oblitera- 
ted, and  lier  repiesentation  united  as  one  man. 
Kvery  effort  would  be  made  to  secure  and  ad- 
vance the  interesi  of  Haltimore,  whatever  sacri- 
fice it  might,  as  Mr.  VVhiltlesey  has  shown  itb« 
been,  to  the  rest  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Spf.N(  KR  moved  the  previous  question, but 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  BisRR,  who  said  a  few  words  to  extricate 
himself  from  a  false  position  in  which  he  con* 
plained  that  the  gentleman  from  Slontgomeiy 


Now,  Montgomery,  St  Mary's  and  Talbot  would  i  had  placed  him.    The  gentleman  hail  asked  hia 


scarcely  suIHt  themselves  to  be  legi«lated  out  of  I  if  he  approved  the  principle  of  repres(*ntatioo  no 
existence.  The  (renileman  from  St  Mary's  had  i  the  ba^is  of  popiilatioi.;  and  when  he  had  an- 
not  gone  for  enousjli  hack  when  he  fixid  the  ori- 
(fiii  of  the  reform  excilemrfit.  In  Baltimore,  in 
j?<l;>,  the  liccnw  law  of  IK'll,  was  denounced  as 
unju>t  and  oppressive,  as  well  as  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  auction  duties  by  the  Legislature,  and 
the  passage  of  the  stamp  tax.  It  was  in  ronse- 
quciice  of  the  discontents  growing  out  of  these 
measures  that  the  banner  of  repeal  and  reform 
was  unfurled  together,  repral  being  coupled  with 


swcreil  in  the  affirmative,  the  gentleman  fmm 
MontiToniery  had  quoted  from  a  speech  of  hii 
(Mr.  H's.)  in  lS4r»,  ti»  prove  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  Inconsistency.  He  explained  by  rtitlng 
that  the  quotation  was  not  a  fair  ex|H)sitioo  of 
his  views,  as  ihcy  had  relation  only  to  the  ques- 
tion then  before  the  House,  which  led  him  to 
show  what  would  be  the  ctlVct  of  a  mixed  b».*is 
on  diflereiit  counties.  Ilrdidnot  abandon  the 
reform.  The  city  of  Baltimore  complained  that  !  ground  of  representation  on  population,  nor  wonld 
she  contributed  beyond  her  ."-hare  to  the  public  |  h».  abandon  it  now.  Nor  did  he  give  it  up  in 
treudury,  iiiid  drtcrniincd  to  remove  the  weight  <  1^^-19,  but  that  he  thouiiht  half  a  loaf  better  than 
from  her  own  shoulders,  and  as  a  necessary  con- 1  no  hreiid.  He  concluded  with  renewing  Ifat 
sequence  it  must  f:i||  upon  thi;  coiintiek.  To  |  motion  for  the  previous  question, 
.^how  that  a  disinlen^ited  gentleman,  a  citi7.enof|  Mr.  I)a>is  interfmsed,  and  said  that  he  stated 
anuthvr  State,  uiu!  an  olficer  high  in  eiul  station  '  <I,^at  the  gentlem:ufs  ciilculations  had  brougiil 
under  the  Vnited  States,  had  been  led  to  a  difler-  hi")  ^**  ^*^  that  the  small  counties  woufd  ho  legtf- 
ent  conclusion,  he  n^ad  an  extract  from  an  ad-  'J^^*'  <»"*  ^^  existence — and  fearing  the  effect  of 
dre.«»s delivered  by  Mr.  K.  WiinTi.ESp.v,  in  Mont-  ^**a^  rciult,  he  added,  *'l  am  not  to  be  understood 
gonifry  county.  I'n  which  he  ^taten  that  tli**  Slate  ;  *>s  advocating  representation  according  to  popii- 
of  .Maryland  hnd  <^ubniitted  to  many  \oluntar)  -  I^^"*">  '  ^^  willing  to  leave  ttiat  question  to i 
sacrifices  for  the  benefit  of  Baltimore   and  the  .  Convention." 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  wa«  srcoml- 
ed. 

And  the  main  qucbtion  was  ordered  lo  be  iioir 
taken. 

Mr.  Dot  SET  inquired   what  the  main  questimi 


western  count rv. 


Mr.  HAhniNK  ca'led  the  gentleman  lo  ortler, 
whicii  cuu.*cd  a  slight  interniption. 

Mr.    Davis    resumed,  staling  that  bin  object 


was  lo  5«liow  thut  Baltimore  was  not  exciuMvely  was 
entitled  to  a  reputation  lor  patriotism  as  had  been  The  President  explained  that,  under  the 
c  aimed  for  her  on  thw  lioor.  1  he  countie.  were  ■  amendment  to  the  rules,  it  would  be  on  the  m- 
ejiUUed  lo  a  share  m  this  reputatiOD,;tor  they  with- 1  tioo  to  recommit. 
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Tbeyeas'and  navs  (which  had  heretofore  been  { committed  with  tliis  instruction  to  report  a  fair 
)rdercd)  were  taken  and  reMilted  a9  follows :  ;  compromise,  what  in  the  Committee  might  be 
wMllmaltv^— Megsrs.  Buchanan.  Bell,  Welch,  [  regarded  as  fair,  might  not  be  so  considered  in  the 
i^haiidler,  Llo>d,  Dickinson,  Colston,  Miller,  |  House.  The  Committee  ceruinly  u'&u/cf  no/ n- 
VlcLane,  Spencer,  Wright,  Thumas,  Shriver,  j  port  the  popular  babis— that  point  would  iiave 
lohnsoo,  GaithiT,  Riser,  Annan,  Sappinffton,  j  been  settled. 

Stephenson,  Mcilcnry,  Magraw,  NclMin,  iTard-  i  It  had  been  said  that  thi>  Convention  is  doing 
rastle.  Gwjnn,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  I're»&t-  i  nothing,  idlingr  ;Aw:ty  its  tirao,  and  bpending  thr 
nan,  Ware,  Brbwcr,  Weber,  llullvduy,  Sheer,  •  peopled  money.  Thib  was  nut  »>o,  and  he  repu- 
■"itzpatrick,  Parke,  Shouer,  and  Brown — S.'}.  I  dialed  the  charge asi  unworthy  of  a  morocnt*s  con- 
Megtttive — MessRs.  Chapman,  Troident,  Mor-  sjderation.  The  Convention  has  been,  and  iitbii- 
:an,  Blakiktune,  Dent,  llopuwell,  Kicaud.  sily  eniployed  in  its  laborious  and  dilUcull  work, 
Chambers  of  Kent,  l.)ui.ald>on,  Dursey,  VVel^,  'and  now  that  thc<«e  resolutions  are  before  u>  uliy 
landall.  Seliman,  Dulrxinplc,  Bond,  Sollers,  should  wr  pio(>ra»tinaU:?  Why  should  we  delay 
Irent  of  Cliarles,  Merrick,  Jcifer,  Jnhn  Dt-nniH,  when  there  is  work  before  the  Convention,  a>  the 
ames  U.  Dennis.  Cri»Ai'ld,  Dashicll,  Williams,  gentlruian  from  Frederick  has  given  notice  that 
licks,  Hudson,  Fhclps,  Bowie,  Turk,  Sprigg,  j  he  will  not  abandon  his  |Hisitionwit)iout  a  stern  and 
iowling,  McMaster,  Fook.s,  Jacobs,  Thawlcy,  iiteady  fight.  Di!M:us»ion  must  take  place  now  or 
Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  1  larbinc,  Davis,  iiereafter.  1  Ic  thuu^^bt  it  better  that  it  should  begin 
Abaters,  and  Smith — 41.  |  now,  and  that  the  ('oniniittce  should  be  instruct* 

So  the  motion  tu  iecon»idcr  was  rejected.  •  ed  by  a  vote  of  the  House*..    He  wished  that  there 

Mr.  SrcsiCLK  then  moved  to  recoininit  the  re- .  should  be  ample  (lisru>siun,  and  he  would  not 
tort  to  tlie  committee  on  representution,  with  in-  stop  it  by  calluig  for  the  previous  ipiestion.  He 
tructions  to  ^M-eport  a  ba.iis  of  rrpresentalion  in  would  not  shut  out  a  singit:  gentleman,  whode- 
«me  fair  principU*  of  coiupromiM-/*  !  :-,ircd  to  participate  in  debate,  although  the  gen- 

Mr.  Srt.vck;K  saiil,  he  would  nr.ike  no  s|ireeh, .  tieni-ni  from  Battunore,  (Mr.  Huknt,)  had  ridi- 
inleas  any  geutlemun  should  attack  his  motion,  cuied  tlic  idea  of  the-  whole  bundled  and  tiiree 
D  that  cas:,  he  should  feri  hiniM'lf  railed  on  to  iiicnil>er»  of  the  Convention  being  permitted  tu 
efeml  it.  He  bad  submitted  it,  because  it  ap- 1  take  part  in  the  debate.  Whilst  he  would  restrict 
leared  to  him  to  be  proper,  and  also,  lMH:ause  ho  ,  debate  within  proper  limits,  he  would  not  deny 
•elieved  it  would  have  had  the  endoi»ementuf  a  '  to  any  member  the  eicreise  of  his  right  tu  pru- 
arge  majority  of  the  Convention.  claim  and  enforce  his  views. 

Mr.  Slhllv  wa*  of  opinion  that  this  pn»|toj.i-  ■  ^j^j,  Bri^^.x,  of  Baltimore  city,  said  that  he 
km  would  not  at  all  lUcilitalr  the  «elioii  ol  ihe  ^^^  f^^  .^  postponement  of  the  subject  of  repre- 
Joinmittee,  lierauae  it  had  been  npresented  thi4t !  j^„4,IJou  jjji  Ije  jiaj  ^I^5^y5  j,cen,  and  be  still 
be  Committee  eani.ol  agree  u|Kin  any  ieporl,un.,|,o„gj,^  n.at  .,||  ^\^^  constitutional  safet;uards 
il  the  House  shall  ctunc  to  a  vote  on  the  resolii-  ^|,i,.|,  ^j.^^  jyj,^  jj„j  pnipcr,  should  be  adjusted 
ioDS.  He  did  not  look  on  these  resolutions  as  j  i^fo^c  we  act  upon  this,  the  greatest  of  all  ques- 
uere  abstractions.    They  aic  intc  mied  to  evoke    |jy„g 


low  i>ropose.s  an  insiruciion  lo  ine^^ommiiiec  lo    ,.      ,  /        ,    e^-'   .,       ....    ..     '  ;  "". 

epoA  Uiplan  of  a  compromise,  but  it  omits  to  "  *^'«^,  ^«  ««;  ^^"^'^  ^*'»  P**^''*^  *"'"  J^'l'^t  they  were 
picif>    wLtkin.l   of  couipioini^e.     Now   j.^,    woi^h,  and   hat  the  relorineis  m  this  b^^ 
Mr.  S,)  wu.  leudy,  at  onee.  to  vote  on  the  sel  i  V'-bear  until  t he jiuestion  eame  up  at  a   proper 
ond  resolution  which  bad  been   r«»N,.t. H.     He  :  ^""f  **"  »*^  "»"^'^^;. 

ras  prepared  when  he  came,  to  the  Convciition  ;  He  was  not  willing  to  d  is<mis.-<  the  qnc^tion  now 
he  nibjeet  had  been  well  di.MUssed  among  the  '  although  he  disclaimed  any  disposition  to  gag 
«op]e,  and  he  had  been  iii:^tniclc«l  bv  the  eounly  ;  "ther  gentlemen,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
f  V^aslitngtoii.  'J'hat  e«uuily  he  de.seribtd  as  .  gentleman  Irom  Wasbiiigtou Co.,  (Mr.  Sciilky.) 
pposedto  representation  aeeording  to  |>opula- .  be,  (Mr  BaKsr,)  won  hi  reiterate  what  l.e  had 
ion,  and  that  he  uould  prefer  the  Constitution  ■  i«»id  bclOTrt,  ilenjing  thai  we  wen:  to  discuss  every 
sit  is,  to  the  a»h*ption«if  that  basis.  He  was  question  until  every  meiidiei  had  spoken.  He 
ut  *o  wall  prepared  to  vote  on  the  olher  resolu-  msisied  that  no  true  retornier  should  desire  to 
ion;  on  that  he  de!«ired  the  light  of  a  further  hear  one  hundred  ami  thire  members  un  every 
Mcussiun.  But  he.  eould  n«.l  see  the  propriet>  i  question  tliat  mia;lit  he  :«tarted,  beeau>e,  at  that 
f  sending  the  resohitiuiia  bae.k  to  the  Committee,  rate,  it  would  take  sc\i:ral  vears  to  fmish  our  la- 
rhen  Uie  Coiiimitlee  say  thai  lliev  eaniiot  aerec.  btir?,  and  such  |.niria»linatioii  would  eileclually 
Vhat  did  the  geiitlcinan  froiu'iiueen  Anne's  kill  the  present  reform  movement. 
Dcao  by  a  fair  conipromise  ?  Would  the  adop-  Members  must  lake  the.ir  chances  in  securing 
ion  of  the  popular  basis  in  the  counties,  and  re-  the  iloor,  and  after  a  reasonable  debate  has  been 
tricting  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  the  representa-  allowed,  it  should  be  stopped  by  the  previoiH 
ion  of  the  largest  county,  lor  which  he,  (Mr.  8.,)  question.  l.iOok  at  the  long  and  protracted  de- 
rouid  be  willing  to  vote,  be  regarded  as  such  by  liate  which  has  happened  on  the  elective  Irati- 
liat  gcDtleman .'    If  the  resolutions  should  be  re-   chisc.    He  meant  no  disrespect,  but  for  more 
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than  a  week  we  had  heard  very  little  but  a  repe- 
tition of  what  had  alrcadr  been  suid.  If  this 
evil  was  not  arrested,  he,  tor  one,  was  prepared 
to  throw  up  his  commission  and  go  home  in  dis- 
gust*. He  understood  reformers  to  come  here 
from  Western  Maryland  and  nay,  as  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Washington  county,  (Mr.  Schley,) 
had  said,  that  they  were  instructed  tf>  claim  re- 
presentation, based  on  numbers,  for  themselves, 
-and  to  deny  it  to  Ballimnre  city. 

Mr.  B.  could  not  but  regard  this  as  a  monstrous 
proposition,  and  he,  for  one,  woulil  never  sanction 
it  by  his  vote.    Other  gentlemen  might  do  as  they 


declaring  it  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  popular 
basis.  If  the  Convention  should  pass  these  two 
resolutions,  the  committee  will  necessarily  be 
driven  back  on  a  compromise.  For  this  reasou 
he  thought  his  proposition  ought  to  be  adopted. 
There  was  another  reason  for  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  On  one  side  it  was  contended  that 
popular  numbers  should  be  wholly  disregarded: 
and  on  tlie  other,  that  ihey  constituted  the  tnie 
basis  of  representation.  It  was  clear,  from  the 
indications  around  us,  that  neiiher  extreme 
would  »ucceed. 

A   compromise    would    he    necessary.    This 


please,  but  he  would  make  no  conipnmiiMe  on    question  then  would  have  to  go  to  the  committee 


tliis  subject  by  his  vutcb,  which  should  be  given 
to  confer  equal  rights  on  all,  and  if  defeated  in 
that  object  by  the  votes  of  western  rcfonneiit,  he 
would  vote  to  deny  ihvm  what  they  denied  to 
Baltimore  city.  lie  wished,  therefore,  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  he  had  no  compromise  in  his 
votes  on  this  subject,  but  if  a  compromise  be 
made  by  the  Convention  on  tliis  subject  without 
his  vote,  he  then  reserved  the  right  to  look  at  the 
new  Constitution  when  completed  us  a  icAo/e,  and 
to  vote  for  or  against  it  as  his  judgment  then 
dictated  ;  so  that  while  making  no  compromise 
himself,  he  might  or  might  not  vote  fur  a  new 
Constitution  containing  some  adjustment  of  this 

?[uestion,  along  with  other  great  and  salutary  re- 
orms,  but  certainly  the  rejection  of  the  popular 
basis  would  be  a  great  objnction  to  the  new  Con- 
stitution, however  liberal  the  compromise  might 
be. 
The  gentleman  from  St.  Mar}-*s.  (Mr.  Bi.akis- 


to  be  settled  on  a  principle  of  compromise.  He 
i>aw  no  good  which  could  rise  out  of  tlie  diieus- 
sion  now.  One  part  of  the  State  was  opposed 
to  the  popular  basis,  while  another  part  wu  in 
favor  of  it.  How  then,  in  thiii  state  of  tbinp, 
could  the  question  be  forced  on  tlie  Houae?  The 
member  from  Baltimore  city,  had  admitted  that 
popular  numbers  was  his  own  choice,  but  that  he 
would  lie  willing  to  )ield  his  preference,  in  a 
spirit  of  compromise.  He  wus  gratified  that  the 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  took  that  ground.  He 
stated,  that  by  the  adoption  of  his  ameiidmeet, 
the  Convention  would,  by  their  vote,  say  that  the 

?[ue>tion  ought  to  be  compromised.  He  had  no 
ear  of  any  excitement.  He  saw  round  him 
familiar  faces,  and  he  could  not  be  appreheuive 
of  any  danger.  But  if  any  gentlemen  feel  any 
upjirehension  of  thii»  kind,  he  would  ask  them  to 
vote  for  his  amendmvnt,  and  thus  give  evidenee 
that  they  were  desirous  to  have  a  compromise. 
TONE,)  had  desired  the  priviirge  at  once  to  re-    He  was  willing  to  go  for  a  liberal  compromiie,iS 


cord  his  vote  on  repn^Ticntatiun,  and  Mr.  ii.  was 
as  ready  to  legis^tcr  his  vote  as  that  gentleman. 


regards  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  JcN'iiER  waa  in  favor  of  immediate  action 


but  he  thought  tliat  gentleman  r.anic  here  to  com-    on  the  snbjerl     He  had,  at  one  time,  been  dis- 
pare  opposing  viewa  as  well  as  to  record  votes.  ...... 

Mr.  Blackistone  explained  that  he  came  here 
to  aid  in  niukinjr  a  Constitution.  He  wished  to 
record  his  vote  on  that  quetlion  and  »o  did  oth- 
ers, and  he  coniplamcd  that  Mr.  Brknt  did  not 
jitate  ull  thut  liu  hud  >uid. 

Mr.  Brkvt  rc*f«lied,  that  In  irtate  all  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  St.  Mary*s,  (Mr.  Blakistokk,)  had 
said,  would  take  iin  hour  or  more,  lie,  (Mr  B  ,) 
thought  tii(.y  )i:ul  liighfr  dul'C!)  to  |Hrrforni  hero 
than  merely  votin,:;.  lie  desired  an  inlerchangi>. 
of  viewii,  that  if  they  failed  to  Cittablish  light  and 
justice  ,here,  the  seed  ^uwn  in  this  hall  should 


j  posed  to  {Histpone  the  subject,  and  had  voted  (or 
,  postpoiicmeni.  But  times  had  changed  lioee 
that  vote  was  given  ;  reports  had  been  made;  the 
suiijec't  had  bet-n  fully  considered,  and  all  writ 
now  ready  to  vole.  Fur  what  purpose  should  the 
subject  be  sent  back  to  the  committee,  when  it 
has  been  told  the  House  that  the  committee  can- 
not agie^.*.  It  would  be  the  bi;tter  course  to  vote 
at  once  on  the  question,  and  determine  whether 
the  Convention  will  take  ]>opulMtion  as  the  basis 
of  ropresentution,  and,  thut  question  decided,  the 
House  will  have  advanced  a  step.  Without  ac- 
tion of  tlii!>  kind,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  the 


germinate    broad-cust    thioiigh   the  ^late.      In  i  committee  cannot  be  brought  to  an  agreement; 
conclusion,  he  hoped  thut  us  t!ic  hubjert  of  the  ,  but  Id  cither,  or  both  of  these  ret^olutions  pasn, 


and  there  will  lie  a  ground  cstubli^hcd  on  which 
the  coinniittce  can  act. 

Mr.  Pki'.s>tmas',  of  Baltimore  city,  said,  he  rose 


elective  franehi>e  wus  fixed  for  Monday,  wc 
should  postpone  the  mutter  of  representation  un- 
til afier  we  hud  eoinpjoted  tiiat  smliject.     liCt  us,  

not  bejriii  this  important  discussion  for  two  or  to  olfer  an  uniendment,  in  order  to  hinder  the 
three  duys  and  then  leave  it  incomplete  to  retrace  ;  eall  of  the  previou.^  question,  on  the  reaolulioo 
our  steps  to  otl.ir  nniinished  lmsmes^.  Lf t  iw  iVom  the  Conin.itttc,  which  he  anticipated  wai 
when  we  b.jni  it,  devote  ull  our  lime  and  elioiis  .  ^i,out  being  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
to  lU  demuiHis.  ^  (.Mr.  Ricaiio,)  and  at  the  same  time,  in  a  few 

Mr.  ^PKNCKR   brietly   defend   hi:*  jirojiosition  I  remarks,  to  indicate  a  spirit  of  compromise  upon 
against  the  attuek!»  which  had  been  made   upon  i  this  vexed  qiieatioii  of  representation, 
it.    The  eomiiiittee  had  :i*«ked  of  the  (\iiivciition  '      He  read  the  fbllowing  amendment : 
to  adopt  thi'ir  first  resoiiiiion,  declaiing  it  incx- I      ^'That  the  committee  on  Representation  and 
(■edieiil  to  e>tablish  federal  immhers  as  a  basis  of .  Apportionment  be  reqticsted  to  report  a  plan  of 
repl-e^entation  ;  and  also  their  second  rcsoiulioii ;  apportionment  and  representation,  making  num- 
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I  basis  of  re|)resentation  to  the  Hoiiso  of; 
M,and  of  mixed  basi.sof  population  uiid 
f  as  for  reprcteiitation  in  the  Senate."       | 

oold  be  willing  to  meet  all  true  reformers  ' 
Dt  short  of  representation   arcordine:  to  , 
I  and  was  willing  still  further  to  modify 
oaition  >hoiiId   any  sugi^fstiou  he  made  > 
>ne  in  who«e  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
le  had  confidence.     IJcftire  procewling  to 
aion  of  the  amendment,  he  dc*ired   to 
t  upon  the  course  adopted  by  the  com- 
1  presenting  an  alM>tracl  pru]io<iiiion,  and 
ring  to  force  the  House  to  a  vote  whi<*h 
ken,  could  not  in   the  nature  of  the  case 
ishany  practical   result.     Me  emphati- : 
lied  the  right  of  the  Commit  Ire,  to  suh- 
a  resolution,  under  tin?  terms  of  the  or-  i 
nally  submitted  hy  himself  and  amended 
distinguished  giMitleman    from   Queen  ' 
(Mr.  CrRAsoM,)  requinng  the  Committee 
tb}'  articlcH.     lie  protested    against  the ' 
Jie  Committee  to  shield  any  one  or  mure  ■ 
robers  from  the  n»>pon«<ihirity  of  a  report  ; 
ecision  should  be  first  had  upon  such  in-  1 
tries,  as  they  chose  to  hubmit  to  the  Con-  j 

The  chief,  if  not  sole  object  of  the 
1  of  Committeua,  is  to  expedite  the  biioi-  ' 
le  Convention  by  proposin;^  plans  for  the 
or  rejection  of  that  body.     This  was 
Committee  which  harl  taken  a  dillerent 
They  seem  to  think  that  the  ta«.k  tf  pcr- 
plan  wxs  committed  to  them.    Not  so.  j 
ifulne^s  would  be  better  exemplified  by  ' 
forward  their  plans  that  the  ('orjvention  ' 
ipe  them  to  meet  the  \ieus  of  a  majori- 
re  were  no  two  of  them  who  could  agree, 
neoiber   report  separately  as  )iad  been 
Vew  York  and  other  Slate  Conventiouj*. 
H  charge  it  as  a  motive  with  tlie  Com- 
lut  the  reriolution  .«icemed  to   invite  a 
partyLsm,  an  arrai<;nment  of  county  pre- 
the  smaller  aicainfttthe  larger,  and  both 
le  city  of  Bailiniorc     iSo  mucii,  sir,  aa 
lections  to  the  cour-e  of  the  Committee. 
ok  to  the  resolution  itself,  and  itsmeritx. 
emen  called  ui)on  to  commit  them.felves 
ated  propositions  before  they  liad  Hur- 
whole  ground  ?      For  himself,  he  never 
contend  under  all  circumstance!*  for  the 
of  representation  according  to  numbeni, 
1M  ii0ti  to  be  itLserted  in  the  new  Con- 
He  was  free  loconfcs.-*,  that  when  he 
le  Convention  he  did  tiot  expect  to  find 
ents  of  that  principle,  willing  to  yield 
ig  on  that  point. 

I  itself  under  which  this  Convention  wa$. 
»en  it  fixed  the  banis  of  reprcsenlation 
ody,  was  a  virtual  acknowledgement 
Constitution  was   to  bts  a  work  of  coni- 


If  not,  why  place  us  here  a  minority  ' 
tes  representing  an  overwhelming  ni»- 
the  people,  **lo  be  laughed  to  scorn,'' 
ingiip  such  pretensions.  He  avowed 
iwillmg  to  support  a  Constitution,  how. 
Jtable  in  other  respects,  unless  niucli 
Jd  on  the  basis  of  repre>entation.  The 
sis  is  in  dcrrogatioa  of  the  equal  rights  I 
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of  American  citizens.  I^t  all  true  reformers 
unite  and  fashion  a  Cun«itilution,  which,  like  the 
great  federal  compart  of  the  Union,  nhall  con- 
tain  compromises  to  protect  the  weak,  and  do 
justice  to  the  preat  majority  principle  which 
should  lie  at  the  foundation,  as  a  corner  stone,  of 
all  representative  government.  IJe  desired'  to 
say  a  few  words  to  his  friends  from  Somerset, 
(Mr.  Dasiiikli.,)  and  St.  Mary's  (Mr.  Blakih. 
ToxK.)  who  npfiear  to  rcganl  the  projKwition  he 
had  the  honor  to  submit,  in  relation  to  a  const! • 
tutionai  tfuairanty  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  aN 
a  soil  of  *I'rojan  horse. 

The  gentleman   trom  St.  Mary\s  was  fond  of 
speaking  of  hobbies— 1/«»  gmtibus  iioit  est  diipuiau- 
dum.    If  he   had  jostled  the  hobliy  (slavery)  on 
which  he  »o  gracefully  rides,  he  must   be^r  par- 
don.    In   seriousness,  .«ir,  that  proposition  was 
but  one  of  a  series  of  constitutional  guaranties  he 
designed  to  propose  to  insure  greater  ermfidence 
in   those   who  represented   minority    interests, 
and  thereby    lead  to   an   honorable  adjustment 
of  the  quc^tion  of  representation.     lie  announc- 
ed that  he  would  not  pertinaciously   adhere  to 
the  principle   of   representation    according   to 
population,  and  he  believed  the   constititencv  he 
had  the  honor  to  represent  in   part,  would  hold 
any  one  oftheir  delegates  to  stririaccountabiliiy, 
if  by  any  extreme  demands,  the   Constitution  i'tl 
self  wuH  to  be  defeated.     'F  here  is  ■  path  of  duly 
to  be  trod   within  thtse  walls,  in    which   a  eon- 
seiousiiLSsof  hone<«t  niotivt;,  and  a  confidence  not 
feigneil  but  real,  in  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of 
the  people  can  alone   sup|Hirt  Us.     That  path  is 
not  a  liidflen  one.  it  is  to  lie  renehcil  not  by  wind- 
ings, but  by  the   avoidance  of  extremes.     Frac- 
lioal  men  hiok  anxiously  to  a   radical  reform  in 
all  the  departments  of  the  government.     It  in  in 
no  martyr's  spirit,  that  he  avowed  himself  in  fav- 
or  of  a  fair  and  liberal  coinpromi«e;  he  expected 
the  cordial  support  of  his  con*(titiieney,  who  wen- 
a  fihivalrous  and  high-toned   people,  who  did  not 
expect  their  dele^rates  to  accomplish  impossibili- 
tics.     The  gentieiuan  from  St.  Mary's  had  again 
und  again  called   upon  memlMM-s  to  show   theirs 
hands  upon  the  ipiestitm  of  popular  representation; 
to  use  his  own  language,  to  *»toe  the  mark." 

Why,  Mr.  President,  what  docs  this  all 
amount  tor  Does  it  require  any  peculiar  strength 
of  neivti  for  a  gentleman  from' a  small  county  to 
cry  out  lustily  against  numerieal  representation  '" 
Far  from  it;  to  do  otherwisR  might  require  a  high 
degree  of  moral  courage.  Or,  what  merit  should 
he  claim  as  a  representative  in  pait,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  souls,  "to  toe  the 
mark,"  upon  the  extremest  line  of  popular  re- 
presentation. \A'i  u>4,  sir.  act  ar»  becomes  Mary- 
landers,  freed  fnmi  sectional  prejudices  and  hav- 
ing  a  single  eye  to  the  public  irood. 

Mr.  Hicks  asked  for  stune  information  from 
the  chair.  Was  it  competent  to  oiler  a  substi- 
tute to  the  pending  amendment? 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative,  two  amend- 
ments being  now  pending. 

Mr.  Hicks  then  read  a  proposition  which  he 
intended  to  ofl'erwhen  he  could  get  the  opportu- 
nity. 
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Mr.  Merrick  expressed  surprise  at  the  reluc- 1  would  t>e  the  question  if  the  previous  question 
tance  of  the  House  to  come  to  a  direct  vote.  He  was  sustained  ? 

hadnot  expected  that  any  opposition  would  hare  The  Pruident  said  that  under  the  rule  as 
lisen,  or  he  would  not  have  reported  these  reso- '  amended,  the  question  would  be  siinply  on  the 
lutioDs.  He  was  astonished  when  some  gentle-  j  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  St.  Mary^, 
men  say  they  were  not  prepared  to  vote.    He '(Mr.  Blakistonx.) 

felt  apprehensive  that.tliere  was  something  be-  |     The  question  was  taken,  and  by  ayes  41*  noes 
hind,  wnich  he  was  unable  to  comprehend.    It  j  34,  the  previous  question  was  seconded.    And 
was  the  desire  of  the  committee  that  the  Uout^e  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 
should  say  if  they  would  adopt  either  of  the  basis  |     Mr.  Spekcer  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
in  the  resolutions.     He  believed  that  every  gen- 1  Rmendment.  which  were  ordered, 
lleman  was  prepared  to  give  his  vote;  that  tlie  .     Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city.    I  move  that 
opinions  of  all  were  made  up  on  the  hubjcet  be- 1  the  Convention  now  adjourn, 
fore  they  came  to  the  Convention; — and  all  that ;     Mr.  Gwinn.    1  ask  the  yeas  and  nayi. 
the  committee  asked  was  that  thin  opinion  should  i     Mr.  Bowie.    I  rise  to  a  pohit  of  order.    Is  it 
be  expressed  by  the  House.    He  did  not  believe  in  order  for  any  ^enileman  to  move  an  adjourn 


any  gentleman  on  tliis  floor  was  influenced  by 
fear.  It  was  necessary  that  Uie  House  should 
agree  as  to  Uie  basis,  and  having  settled  this 
great  controling  principle,  the  committee  would 
be  able  to  agree  on  a  report.  Then  the  subse- 
quent action  of  the  House  also  would  be  render- 
ed easy.  It  will  become  a  mere  matter  of  figures 
if  numbers  should  be  decided  on,  and  if  not,  it 
would  be  a  plan  of  compromise .  The  settlement 
of  the  question  by  the  Convention  would  also 
have  the  effect  of  settling  public  opinion  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Tuck.    1  call  for  a  division  on  tlic  amend- 
ment.   It  Im  nothing  more  nor  less  tJian  an  aflir- 


mation  of  that  whicti  the  contniittcc  have  called   refused. 


ment  when  the  Chair  is  in  the  act  of  putting  a 
quci^ion  ? 

The  President.  The  Chair  had  put  the  que»- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bowie.  The  yeas  and  nays  have  been 
ordered. 

The  President.  Yes,  but  the  Secretary  had 
not  commenced  calling  tlie  roll.  The  motion  to 
adjourn  is  a  privileged  motion,  and  may  be  made 
at  any  time  except  when  the  Conventim  is  in  the 
act  of  dividing  or  of  taking  a  question. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  tlie  President  said,  wen 


upon  us  to  deny. 

Mr.  Presstman  suggested  that  his  amendment 
was  not  susceptiblo  of  division,  li  would  be 
seen  that  it  required  Uic  population  basis  in  the 
House,  and  a  mixed  basis  in  the  Senate.    The 


Mr.  Brknt.    There  are  two  more  up. 

The  President.    It  is  too  late. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  oo 
two  basis  were  embraced  in  one  propoKition.  in  l^c  amendment  of  Mr.  Blakistone,  and  was  de- 
order  that  they  might  notbesepural!ed.  lie  wished  *^"*^^  '"  ^**^  "*^S^^*"*'  •"  ^""'^^»  •  ,„  , 
10  have  the  Miiise  of  the  Housm  on  the  basis  of  .^i^n«a(tw.— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch, 
population  in  tlie  House  of  RcpreMcutalives,  and  Thomas,  Shriver.  Johnson,  Gaither,  Biaer,  An- 
of  territory  and  population  in  the  ^cnttte,  and  he  "a^i  McHenry,  Gwinu,  Brent,  of  Baltimore  ciiy, 
thought  the  two  propositions  could  not  be  divi-  Prcsstman,  Ware,  Parke,  Shower  and  Brown— 
(led.    He  would  witlidraw  his  amendment.             I?* 

The  President  (in  reply  to  the  enquiry  of  Mr.       '^%f^rr^^''?V'^\  ^i!!''P'"*";i^"'**JVi!i^ 

PRtssTMAN)  stated  that  tlie  amendment^Ilered  i  P"'  ***f"l^'*^"*;,^'"/!  "^'iriilv    w«ii'.   ^t 

by  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  was  divisabie.  i  ^^"» S^i^*""^'  Donaldson,  Dorsey    Wells,  Ran- 

^Mr.  PREs.TMilN.    Then  I  withdraw  it.  -  dull,  Sel  man  Da  rymple.  Bond    Sollers,  Brwt, 

Mr.  Blakistone.  I  then  offer  the  fn-st  part  of ,  V[.  ^^l-arles,  Memck  Jenifer,  R'^ge^  Uayd. 
that  amendment  as  my  own  proposition.  '  Dickinson,  Colston,  John  Dennis,  James  U.  Den- 


The  amendment  was  as  follows : 

"Tliat  the  coniinittee  on  rcprejentalioii  and 
apportionment  be  requested  to  report  a  plan  of 
Hpportionment  and  representation,  making  nuni- 
t»eis  the  basii^  of  representation  to  the  House  of 
Delegates.'* 

Mr.  Chambkrs,  of  Kent.  1  siiggcbt  to  the 
^ntleman  (Mr.  Blakistone)  to  modify  the  pro- 
position so  far  as  to  introduce  the  word  "  exclu- 
Hivcly." 

Mr.  Blakistone  nifHlified  the  amendment  ac- . 
cordingly,  and  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Johnson  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment,  which  was  again  read. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Brown  enquired  of  tlie  Prbsiobnt  what 


'  nis,  Crisfittid,  Dushiell,  Williams,  Hicki,  Hod- 
son,  Phclpb,  Miller,  McJ/ane,  Bowie,  Tuck, 
Snrigg,  Bowling,  Spencer,  Wright,  McMaster, 
llearii,  Fooks,  Jacobs,  Sappington,  Stepbensoo, 
Nelson,  Thawley,  Hanlcastie,  Schley,  Fiery, 
John  Newcomer,  llarbine,  Davis,  Brewer,  Wa- 
ters, Weber,  Holt)  day,  Sheer,  Fitzpatnck, 
Smith,  and  Cockcy — GO. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected ;  and,  there- 
upon the  Convention  adjourned. 


SATURDAY.  January  25,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  eleven  o'clock. 
Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith. 
The  roll  was  called,  and  a  quorum  wu  prrv 
eut. 
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Tbe  Secretary  read  the  journal  in  part,  when, 
en  motion  of  iNr.  Wbight,  the  further  reading 


wait  diipcnsed  with. 

Tbe  President  announced  the  regular  order  of 
bosiocft  to  be  the  call  of  the  committee  for  re- 
ports. 

THE  LEGISLATIVE  DEPARTMKKT. 

Mr.  Johnson  (Chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  Legislative  Department)  said,  he  was  in- 
structed by  that  committee  to  make  a  report. 

The  eommittee  (Mr.  J.  said)  had  given  as 
much  time  as  could  well  he  spared  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  matter  of  this  report, 
flhej  had  found  some  diflficulty  in  defining  the 
nie  where  their  appropriate  duties  began  and 
ended.  So  multifarious  had  been  the  matters 
refeired  to  them  by  the  ('onvention — some  be- 
longing to  the  committee  on  the  Legislative  De- 
paitraent,  and  some  to  other  romniitlecs — that  it 
had  not  been  an  eany  tank  to  escape  encmach- 
ment  upon  the  preni^ativc  of  other  rommittecs. 
80  iar  as  was  possible,  however,  they  had  done 
so. 

In  tbe  report  now  presented,  the  committee 
had  embodied  many  suggestions  dniwn  from  the 
references  made  to  them  liy  the  Gniventinn,  but 
had  not  made  a  special  report  upon  enr-h  special 

reference.     He  prescnt4'd  it  as  a  report  in  part,       ^ 

inasmuch  as  there  were  one  or  two  subjects  wliirh    Jaia  year  thereof  in  the 
had  not  yet  been   acted  upon,  and  upon  which  i  ehosen  to  represent,  if  such 


the  term  of  four  years,  to  supply  their  place:^;  ^n 
that,  after  the  fir»t  election  one-half  of  the  Sen- 
ators maybe  chosen  every  second  year.  In  ease 
the  number  of  Senators  be  herealter  increased, 
suchelas«ifieation  of  the  additional  Senators  &hall 
j  be  made  as  to  preserve  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an 
equal  number  in  each  class. 

See.  5th.  Tlie  (reneral  Assembly  shall  meet 
on  the  fit^i  Wednesday  of  January  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty -two,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every 
year  forever  thereafter,  and  at  no  other 
time  unless  convened  by  the  proclamation  of  tlir> 
Governor,  who  shall  have  power  to  convene  tbn 
samn  whenever  he  may  deem  it  expedient  and 
pniper, 

S«*c.  6th.  The  (leneral  Assembly  may  continue 
iheir  first  two  sesnions  after  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution  as  long  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  two 
Houses,  the  public  interent  may  require  it,  but 
all  subsequent  regular  sessions  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  be  elo.sed  on  the  tenth  day  of 
.March  next  ensuing  the  time  of  their  comnieiice- 
ment,unltss  the  same  shall  be  closed  at  an  earlier 
;  day  by  the  agreement  of  the  two  Houses. 

'  See.  7th.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a  Sen- 
ator or  Delegate  who,  at  the  time  of  his  election, 
is  not  a  citizen  of  the  l.'tiitcd  States,  and  who 
has  not  resided  at  least  three  years  next  preced- 
ing the  day  of  his  election  in  the  State,  and  the 

which  he  may  be 
shall  have 


a  report  would  be  made  when  the  action  of  the  j  been  m  long  estahlished,  and  if  not,  then  in  the. 
committee  had  been  matured  upon  thcin.  And  county  from  which  in  whole  or  In  part,  the  same 
each  member  of  the  committee,  .so  far  from  be-  may  liave  been  f(»rmed;  nor  shall  any  person  he 
ing  considered  as  committed  to  the  re|iort,  would  clipi!)le  ns  a  Senator  unless  he  shall  have  aNn 
teel  himself  privileged  to  ollVr  any  amendments  attained  the  age  of  >ears,  nor  as  a  Delegate 
which  he  might  think  pro|»er  at  any  time  in  the  imluss  he  shall  have  attained  the  ape  of  twenty- 
course  of  the  diHCUs«ioii.  M:iny  such  amend-  one  ve.irs  at  the  time  of  his  election. 
menta  would  no  doubt  bo  otfered— the  common  '  Se'c.  8th.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  pc^^on 
demure  of  all  gentlemen  being  to  perfect  the  Le- .  hohling  anv  Civil  or  Military  office  under  the 

fulative  Department  bo  far  as  prarticahle.    Mr.  '  C'nited  Sta'tes  shall   be  eligible  to  h  seat  in  the. 
then  presented  the  follow  inj;  (rcneral  Asseiuhly,  and  if  any  nerson  shall  after 

REPORT  :  *•'*  election  a>  a  meml)er  of  either  House  of  the. 

■  General  Asncmhly,  he  elected  to  (Congress  or  be 

Section  Ist.    The   Legislative    puwer   of  this    .ipp<iinted  to  any  office.  Civil  or  Miliury,  under 
State  shall  be  veUed  in  two  distinct  hranches,  ■  thegovcrnnit'iit  of  the  United  States,  hisaccept- 
Ihe  one  to  be  styled  the  Senate,  the  other  the    anec  thereof  shall  vacate  his  .seat. 
Houte  of  Delegates,  and  hoth  together  **tlie  (icn-       See.  9th.  No  Priest,  Clergyman  or  Teacher  of 
cral  Assembly  of  Maryland."  any  religitnis  persuasion,  Miciety  or  jsecl,  and  no 

Sec.  ^Jd.  The  Senators  .^hall  be  elected  by  the  peiMori  hrdding  any  civil  otfiee  of  profit  under  this 
qualified  voters,  for  the  term  i»f  four  years,  and  :  State,  exrept  Ju^fieeH  of  the  Peace,  shall  ho 
the  Delegates  for  the  term  of  from  the  :  rap'.ible  of  having  a  «eai  in  the  General  Assem- 

day  of  the  general  elections.  biy. 

Sec.  3d.  The  first  election  for  Senators  and  ■  See.  lo.  Kveiy  Senat«ir  and  Delegate  before 
Delegates  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Wcdncs- '  lie  acts  av  such,  shall  take  ai.d  siibscrihe  the  fnl- 
day  of  October  ei.:htecn  hundred  and  fift} -one.  ■  lowing  oath  or  aflirmatiori,  viz:  *'I  do  lolemnly 
and  on  the  same  day  in  every  second  year  forever  !  swear,  (or  aflirm  as  the  caw  may  he,)  that  1  will 
thereafter  the  general  vUetioiis  for  Delegates;  jciipport  the  roii«5titiitioii  of  the  L'liitcd  Stau>, 
and  for  one-half  of  the  Senators  as  nearly  a^  nnd  the  ConMitiition  ot*  the  State  of  Maryland, 
practicable,  shall  be  held.  '         and  that  I  will  t.iiihfiilly  dischartrc  my  duties  d^ 

Sec.  4th.  Immediately  after  th«'  Senate  xliall  Senator,  (<»r  Dehgate  ii«t  !heea*»:  may  hu,)»-ith- 
ha>c  convened  after  the  tir«t  election  luuler  lhi^  out  prejudice  or  partiality,  and  to  the  best  of  in\ 
Constitution,  the  Senatom  >hall  be  dividinl  by  lot ;  ability.'^* 

into  two  clashes  as  nearly  eqn.il  in  numbi'r  us  Sec.  llth.  The  Senate,  upon  assembling,  shall 
may  be,  the  Senators  of  the  fiist  clasM  shall  «^  e.hoo»e  a  PrcMdent  and  its  other  officerii,  and  the 
out  of  oliice  at  the  cxpiratien  of  Iao  years,  and  }]ousk  of  Delegates  when  asnemhled  shall  choohc 
Senators  shall  be  elected  on  the  fir.>t  \V'ednejday  -  a  Speaker  and  its  other  oificcis — each  HoUbC 
of  October  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  for,'  «.hiiil  he  judge  of  the  qualifications,  elections  and 
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returns  of  its  members,  but  a  contested  election  t     Sec.  f.3rd.  No  county  now  establisbed  bylaw, 

shall  be  deteriiiincd  in  such  manner  as  «haU  be  shall  ever  be  reduced  by  the  establishment  of 

directed  by  law.  any  new  co>inty,  to  a  population  of  len  than 

Sec.  I21I1.  A  majority  of  each   House  shall  thousands,  nor'shall  any  new  countT  be  faereaf- 

constitme  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  buai-  »«»•  established  with  a  population  of  less  than 

iiess,  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  thousand. 

day  to  day,  and  may  compel   the  attendance  of  Sec.  24lh.  No  wnator  or  delegate  shall  during 

absent  members  in  .Mich  manner  and  under  such  "^**  ***'"'"  **>»"  «'*"*""  *'«  *'^»"  ""vc  been  elected,  be 

penalties  as  each  House  ma v  prescribe.  appohited  to  any  civil  office  in  this  State,  which 

a...   10*1     'ru     I           r'      I    ir              1    r  shall  havr  been  created,  Of  the  Salary  OF cmolu- 

Sec.  13th.   1  hi*  doors  of  each   House  and  of    ^^.,i„  ^r...i  -1.  .1.^11  kJ....  u : 1 '  j  i. 


ments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased  dui^ 
iii|r  such  term:  and  no  senator  or  delegate  during 


committees  of  the  whole  shall   be  open,  except 

when  the  bu.i„««  i,  .uch  a,  ought  to  he  kept  ■  j"^^  ",^- —  .^i ;«nnr„rt7.«  «TcT::^ 

it  office. 
'h  IIouFp  may  determini 


secret 


«....  lAtu    v    t   n      «-u  111  i  If   be  elicible  to  any  civil  office. 

Se...l4th.  ta(hllo.,seshallkeepaJm,rnalof       gee    aSth.   Knrh  IIcFe  may  determin^ 

rules  of  its  own  prorredingx,  punish  a  meiflsr 


its  proceedings  and  cause  the.  i^anie  to  be  puhli<h- 


••d-the  vcas  and  navs  of  the  membei-s  on  any  '  ^  "  ,."»  '"  V  PV"''^""  K*.  F»»'»V  «  "Z'^l 
n,.-a#;,»..*Ii.„ii  .  .1  1  •..  «f„«..  «■..«  f  1  l^  for  dworderyordisre««pectful  liehaTior, and  with 
que^^tion  hhall,  at  the  M«'^ire  of  any  hve  of  thorn,    ,..«  «^«  ..  •    r  i...«  ik-.Ii^  «-««i  «   .-.«J.u.-   vL 

K««..t«^j .1  1  ':  the  consent  of  iwo-thinls  expel  a  member;  hot 

oe  entered  on  the  lounial.  ' .        . , ..  1.. ^u.  1*      iai*  jT 


present  of  both  Mouses. 

ifec.  I()tli    TIm^  eiiaclinic  clause  of  every 


or  disorderly  behavior  in  its  presence,  orfor  ob* 
.  ...  .  st meting  any  of  its  proceed in|];s,  or  any  of  its 
^'     -  oflicers,  in  (he  excrulion  of  their  duties;  prorid- 


shall  be,  "Be  it  eiiarted  by  the,  «eneral   Assem-    "V*7';;  "'  "".  '^:      'J  "'/  /     »  o.  '  *^T^ 

biy  of  Maryland,"  and  no   law  .hall  be  enacted    ^^.l!"^*i;;"«;'r  *  "  ^ '^  "^"^  ""**  *""• 

pvitAnf  }\v  fiiii  '  "^ceeu  icii  uajs. 

cx^epiny  ijui.  ....  See.  27th.  The  members  of  each  House  shall 


Sec.  17th.  .Any  hill  m:)y  oriirinuie  in  either 
hoUHCof  the  General  A«>enibly,  and  be  altered, 
amended  or  reje.eterl  by  the  oUier,  but  no  JSiil 
shall  have  the  t'on-c  of  a  law  until  it  be  read  on 
three  ditiercnt  days  in  each  House,  imlessin  ease 
of  urgency  thrce-fuurlh.-i  of  the  House,  where 
sueh  bill  is  dupcndinp;,  ^hull  dispense  with  this 
rule. 

See.  18lh.  No   Hill  j-hall  bceome  a  law  unless 


in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  he  pri\ilc!;e.d  i'roin  arrest  during  their 
alt(.'ndance  ni  the  ses'-ions  of  ilic  General  Assem- 
bly, and  in  ^oinj;  to  and  returning  from  the  sine, 
allowing  one  day  for  every  thirty  miles  soeh 
member  may  reside  from  the  place  at  which  the 
General  Assembly  is  convened. 

Sec.  28th.  No  senator  or  delegate  shall  he  lia- 
ble in  any  civil  action  or  criminal  prosecution, 
passed  in  each  Houh*  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  i  whatever,  for  words  spoken  in  debate, 
number  of  members  electt-d,  and  on  the  ijUfstiun  ■  Sec.  riOlli.  The  House  of  Delegates  may  in- 
ef  its  Anal  passage  the  uycs  and  noe^  .shall  he  re-  ■  quire  on  the  oath  of  witnesses  into  all  compiaint^ 
corded.  !  grievances  and  iiilences,  as  the  i^rand   inquest  tif 

Sec.  19th.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  I  the  Slate,  and  may  commit  an>  person  for  any 
Treasury  of  this  State  but  in  con.^uqucncc  of  a p-  crime  to  the  public  jail,  there  to  remain  until 
propriations  made  by  law,  an  accurate  statement  discharged  by  due  course  of  law — they  may  es- 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  publie  money  amine  and  {ki<:s  all  accounts  of  the  State 
'^hatl  be  attached  tu  and  publiihrd  with  llio  laws  relating  either  to  the  collection  or  expenditure 
«iftcr  each  rcti:ular  >ession   of  the  General   As- ;  of  the  revenue,  or  appoint  auditors   to  5tate  and 


sjmbly. 

•  Sec.  ^Oth.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the 
(.reneral  Assembly,  nor  any  tax  or  other  burden 
be  levied  on  the  persons  or  property  of  the  peo- 
ple, for  the  supjHilt  of  any  religious  sect  or  de- 
nomination. 

Sec.  !i^Ist.  No  loans  shall  be  made  upon  the 
cieditof  this  State  wliich  aie  not  ledecniable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Slate:  except  suc.ii  as  may  be 
authorised  by  an  act  ol  .\ssembly,  passed  at  one 
s««*iion  and  ratiiicd  and  confirmed  at  tlie  next 
succeeding  regular  se«j*ion  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Sec.  iHwd.  No  extra  compensation  shall  be 
jrranted  or  allowed  hy  the  Gdicral  As.iembly  to 
any  public  ollicer,  agent,  servant  or  contractor 
after  the  services  shall  have  been  rendered,  or 
the  contract  entered  into,  nor  «liall  the  salary  or 
compensation  of  any  pubhc  oflicer  be  increased 
or  dimini:<hed  during  his  term  of  oflice. 


I  adjust  th(>  same, — they  may  call  for  all  public  or 
oflicial  papers  and  records,  and  send  for  penons 
whom  they  may  judge  necessary  in  the  coursed 
their  enquiries  concerning  alfairs  relating  to  the 
public  interest,  and  may  direct  all  office  bonds, 
which  shall  be  mado  payable  to  the  State,  to  be 
sued  for  any  breach  of  duty. 

Sec.  .')Uth.  In  case  of  the  death,  disqualifica- 
tion, refusal  to  act,  expulfiion  or  removal  from 
the  county  or  district  for  which  be  shall  have 
been  elected,  if  any  ]ierson  shall  have  been  cho- 
sen as  a  Dele;j;ale  or  Senator,  or  in  case  of  a  tie 
between  two  or  more  qualified  persons,  a  war* 
rant  of  election  shall  be  issued  by  the  Gorernor, 
or  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor 
for  the  time  being,  tor  the  election  of  a  Senator 
or  Delegate  as  the  case  may  be,  to  supply  the 
vacancy,  of  which  not  less  than  ten  days  notice, 
exclusive  of  the  day  of  notice  and  day  of  elec* 
tion  shall  be  given;  provided,  however,  that  tUi- 
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eting  of  the  General  Assembly  ma|  in- 
r  the  vacancy  ^hall  occur  during  the 
the  General  A^iiembly,  the  election  to  j 


Ho  was  not  in  his  seat  yesterday,  at  the  time 
the  {^ntleman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Pkemt- 
M\N,)  offered  a  resolution  in  Uie  following  words: 
Be  shall  take  plarr  on  the  day  of  the  !      **Re$olvtd,  That   the  legislature  shall  not  pa^ 
meral  eleetion.  <  any  law  to  aboli.Hh  the  relation  of  master  and 

It.  The  senatoni  and  dologafcs  shall  re. .  ^la^g^  ^^  [^  ,n,^.  exists  in  this  State,  und  thai  Uie 
I  compeniiatioii  for  thi-ir  servicen  as  •  Commitlee  on  the  liegi^^lative  Department  be  in- 
lowed  by  law,  but  no  law  increasing  stnicted  to  report  an  aitirle  to  carry  out  this 
hing  thecomp«'psatiun  shall  Jx'madt:    provision/* 

BCt  until   after  the  seneral   •;»«*ti»n.       ,  ,^^^  .^  ^^^^  ,,   [oonlinued  Mr.   J.]  that 

ng  the  piKsage  iheri'of.  No  0.10k or  olh-    ^^^.  f^J,.^^^  fmm  B«illimor«  riiv  was  not  aware  of 
matter  not 
Urn,  shall  h 
nbers.  or  he 

nd.  \o  law  passed  by  the  (Jrm^nil  A^-    u,pU"uonl7- 

imll  take  rlfoct  until  ll.c  expiration  of   "'«•*«*"""•  ... 

days,  from  iho  i•lo^ing  ol  llu-.  sch-  "  •'Wfso/pfrf.ThatConunittee  iNo.  14,  consider  and 
hich  it  may  Ik-  pawed,  unU-ss  it  hv.  ex-  re|H)rt  upon  tin;  expedinncy  of  cngriftmg  in  the 
Glared  on  the  far<.  of  iho  law,  that  it  now  Constitution,  the  same  or  a  similar  article 
effect  on  or  afl*T  a  diflennt  day  •.  and    a^  '»  contained  in  the  present  Constitution,  res- 

Ciblic  nature  shall  take  .-flVct  until  \ho  '.  pecting  the  relation  of  ma»UT  and  Have.'     [Sec 
5  puhli<h<d.  Jloiirnal,  Dec.  1«,  page  17.1.] 

■d.  The  (Jeneral  A«.somhly  shall  havo  Mr.  PaEksTMAK.  Mmr  was  an  entirely  ditter- 
•toexnlude  fniin  the  privllig«  of  vol-    eiil  proposition 

ietions,   or  of  bring  rIeitiMl  to  eilhtr  ^      Mr.  Jr.xiPrR  (apparontly  not   hearing  the  in- 
€H  being  rierled  or  appointed  to  any    tPrrnption)  priM-pcdi-d  to  >ay,  that  the  Commit- 
lilitary  otlice  in  this  Slat**,  aiiv  iw rson    tee  had  had  tlio  subject  iiinlor  consideration,  and 
of  pefjurv,  bribn V,  or  oihir  I'nlamouH    had  instnirted  him  to  mak#!  a  report. 

I      Mr.  J.  prtsented  the  foliowing  report: 

Ih.  The  General  As«rmbly  may  confer       ''The  relation  of  ma««trr  and  slarc  in  this  State; 

of  the  several  |  shall  not  be  abolished,  unli'^^s  a  bill  to  abolish  the 
ich  powers  of  local  le^i>latii>n  and  ad-  |  same,  shall  be  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
m  as  they  may  prescribe,  provided  |  members  of  each  branch  of  the  General  AsHcm- 
iiat  all  laws  eonferrinir  sue.h  powers  ;  hly,  and  shall  be  pubii!<lied  at  least  three  months 


ineral  in  their  nature,  and  shall  cxti^iid 

!Ounties  of  tlie  State. 

h.  Every  bill  passed  by  the  General 


before  a  new  election  of  Delegates,  and  ihall  be 
confirmed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  members 
of  each  branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  the 
when  engro'iseii,  shall  be,  presented  by  ■  ne.xt  regular  constitutional  session,  after  such 
!r  of  the  Hou.'^e  of  Dcleguten,  in  the  1  new  elettion,  nor  then  without  full  compensation 
imber,  to  the  (iovcmor  for  the  time  to  the  master  for  the.  property  of  which  he  shall 
I  shall  si.^n  the  same,  and  thereto  affix    he.  thereby  deprived.** 

ie«I  in  th«i  presence  of  the  members  of  Mr.  Frksstman  explained,  that  the  subject 
es ;  every  law  shall  be  reconled  in  the  matter  had.  in  the  first  place,  been  referred  to  the. 
le  court  of  Appeals  of  the  \Ve<tern  .  (.-omuiittee  on  the  Legislative  Department  and 
I  in  due  time  be  printed,  published  and  hvid  subsecpiently.  on  the  gentleman^  own  nio- 
inder  the  great  seal  to  the  severu  I  tion,  been  sent  to'tlie  Committee  of  which  the  geii- 
irtfl  in  the  ^ame  manner  us  h:is  lieeii  '.  lieinan  himself  was  Chairman,  and,  besides  that, 
usual  in  this  State.  the  resolution  which  he,  [Mr.  Presstman,]  had 

h.  No  person  who  nny  hereafter  be  yeiitenlay  introduce«l,  was  not  similar  either  in 
',  receiver  or  holder  of  public  moneys, '  principle  or  phraseology  to  the  order  which  the 
a  seat  in  either  Mouse  of  the  General  |  gentleman  had  read.  His  [Mr.  l"s]  resolution  did 
or  be  eligible  to  any  oftlce  of  profit  or  {  not  propase  to  engrail  upon  the  new  Constitu- 
ir  this  State  until  he  shall  have  ac-  i  tion  a  provision  similar  to  that  which  now  exist- 
ir  and  paid  into  the  Treas>ury  all  hUms  I  ed,  but  went  a  groat  deal  further   and  declared 


be  may  be  liable 
ii.  Ail  laws  and  parts  of  laws  not  in- 
with  this  constitution,  shall  coii- 
rce  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
abject  nevertheless  to  be  altered, 
r  repealed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

MASTER   AVn    ?L.iTE. 


that  there  should  be  no  alteration  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Department  in  the  relation  of  master  and 
slave. 

Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr.  .Ieki- 

FER  and  Mr.  Prkkstman,  of  which  the  Reporter 

[having  been  interrupted]  knows  nothing. 

I      On  motion  of  Mr.   Jekifkr,  the   rc|K)it  was 

made  the  order  of  the  day  tor  iVloiulay  the  third 


irKR  rose,  he  'said,  to  make  a  report '  day  of  Februai'y. 

aittee  No.  14,  (being  the  Committee  ^^^^^^  ^^.  ,^„^,^  ^^^^^ 

TVid  report  such  provision:)  proper  to  - 

Bd  in  a  Constitution  for  the  State,  as  |      Mr.  Jenifer  al.>o  referred  to  the   rcaolntion 

en  embraced  in  resolutions  referred  to  I  which  had  yesterday  been  adopted  on  ntolion  of 

onittees.)  '  Mr.  Merrick,  directing  Committee  No.    14,  to 
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enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  in  the 
Constitution  for  a  Board  of  jPublic  Works. 

He  [Mr.  J.]  was  not  in  his  seat  when  the  res- 
olution was  offered.  He  understooil  ttial  the 
gentleman  from  Oct  I,  [Mr.  McLanr,]  had  stated 
that  an  order  on  the  same  subject  haci  heretofore 
been  passed.  He,  [Mr.  J.]  desired  now  to  state, 
in  justice  to  the  gentleman  from  Alleghanyi  [Mr. 
FiTzrATait'K,]  that  tlic  Commiltee  were  prepared 
to  malie  a  report.  Hut  in  view  of  the  order  i 
adopted  yesterday,  it  might  be  proper  that  the  i 
Committee  should  again  be  called  together,  be- 
fore any  report  on  the  subject  was  prenented. 

Mr.  Williams  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

**That  the  Presjdrnt  of  this  Convention  re- 
quest the  Treasurer  of  State  to  furnish  each  of 
the  members  of  the  Convention  with  a  copy  of 
his  Aniiual  Report.'^ 

Mr.  Parkb  gave  notice  of  certain  amendments 
which  he  intended  at  the  proper  time  to  offer  to 
the  Bill  or  Rights. 

Mr.  CiiAMBERH,  of  Kent,  off'ered  the  following 
resolution : 

"That  the  committee  No.  3,  inquire  into  the  ex- 
|>ediency  of  prohibiting  the  passage  of  any  law 
im]K>sing  a  tax  on  money  or  debts  due  and  owing 
by  persons  out  of  the  Slate  to  persons  residing  in 
this  State.*' 

Mr.  CiiAMBRRi  said  that,  in  presenting  this 
resolution,  he  was  not  to  be  understood  as 
doing  more  than  obeying  what  he  conceived 
to  bo  some  sort  of  a  duly  in  desiring  to  give 
every  one  an  opportunity  lo  be  heard,  and  evinc- 
ing towards  his  correspondent  a  disposition  to  ex- 
tend to  him  any  courtesy  which  he  reasonably 
could.  He  (Mr.  C.)  disclaimed  for  henelf  any 
pur{)Ose  to  interfere  with  any  existing  tax 
Jaws  designed  to  relieve  the  State  from  her  in- 
cumbninccs.  It  was  proper,  however,  that  the 
proposition  should  be  referred,  in  order  that,  if 
there  was  any  merit  in  it,  it  might  be  discussed 
and  decided.  * 

IS'DF.XES. 

Tlic  pRE^iDES'T  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  following  re- 
solutions submilted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Tuck  : 

**Resohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be 
authorized  to  have  a  suitable  index  made  to  the 
Journal  of  Pn)ceei!ings,  and  also  to  the  l>cbates 
of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  TiiAtvLCT  offered  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  the  printing  of  the  extra  copies  of 
the  Journal  should  be  discontinued,  and  that  the 
money  which  would  have  been  directed  to  that 
object,  should  be  applied  towards  the  payment 
for  the  Indexes. 

The  pRKxiDKKT  thought  the  amendment  not 
germane  to  the  resolution,  and  suggcatcd  to  Uio 
gentleman  from  Caroline,  (Mr.  'Fiiawlev,)  to  | 
withdraw  it  for  tlie  present,  and  to  otlcr  it  again 
when  the  pending  question  should  have  been  dis- 
puted of. 

Mr.  TiiAWLKT,  witli  that  purpose,  wiUidrew 
hi*»  amcrdment. 


The  question  then  recurred  on  tlie  original  re- 
solution. 

A  brief  and  desultory  discusaion  Ibtlowed,  in 
which  Messrs.  Tecx,  Browk,  Hicks,  WBaia, 
and  PRKSSTMAN,  took  part. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  and 
onlered ;  first,  on  ordering  an  Index  to  the  Jovr- 
nal,  and  then  of  the  Debates. 

I'hd^question  was  taken,  and  both  branebcf  of 
the  resolution  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Thawi.ev  now  renewed  his  proposition  m 
the  following  words: 

**Ordered,  That  the  order  adopted  some  weeks 
past,  authorizing  the  printing  of  four  extra  jov- 
nalsfor  each  member  of  this  Convantion  ba  ^^ 
scinded." 

Mr.  T.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  bis  reiolu- 
tion,  which  were  ordered. 

Some  further  discussion  followed,  in  which 
Messrs.  Phrlps,  Ridorlt,  SpEMCxa,  Baewv, 
Buchanan,  RicAim,  Tuck,  Randall  and  Ukks, 
took  part; 

When  Mr.  tSpRNCRR,  in  order  to  giva  an  o^ 
portunily  to  the  Chairman  of  the  committBa  oi 
printing,  to  make  an  explanation,  moved  (bat  the 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table  for  tba  prefr 
ent.  t 

Pending  the  question, 

The  pRRsiDF.NT  announced  that  tha  hour  ha^ 
arrived  for  taking  up  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Bowie  moved  to  postpone  the  conaiden- 
tion  of  the  onler  of  the  day,  that  the  ConYaatni 
might  dispose  dfthc  pending  resolution. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  the  Cobtbd- 
tion  decided  that  the  order  of  the  day  shoidd  aot 
be  postponed. 

The  pRRsinRNT,  by  general  consent,  laid  b^ 
fore  the  Convention  a  report  from  tlie  Treaiaitr 
of  this  State,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  tbc 
Convention  of  the  iind  ultimo;  which  was  reii 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Ttie  Convcnlion  then  pansed  to  tha  order  of 
the  da  v. 

SI'FFOCATION    BY    GAS. 

Mr  Hrekt,  of  Rallimorc  city,  by  general oob- 
scnt,  called  the  atteniion  of  ihe  CourentioBto 
the  deleterious  etlecU  produced  upon  the  hcaHli 
of  the  members,  (many  of  whom  were  complsi^ 
ing,)  by  the  gas  that  esca|>cd  fiom  the  fumscii 
by  which  the  I J  all  was  heated,  and  hoped  tl«l 
some  step  would  be  taken  to  remedy  tha  evil- 
There  must,  he  suggested,  be  a  defect  in  the  f*^ 
nace. 

The  Presioent.  The  gentleman  had  betier 
fluffgest  some  course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Brknt.  Well — I  move  the  appoiutacit 
of  a  Committee. 

Mr.  MoHGAx.  A  Committee  on  Gas  !  (Laogk* 
icr.) 

Mr.  Brrnt.    a  Committee  on  Gas. 

The  pRRSiDEST.  To  be  conipused  of  thiti 
members  ? 

Mr.  Brent.    That  will  do. 

I'hc  committee  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  appointed,  and  the  following  gentlemen  COM* 
pose  it: 
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n.  Brext,  of  Baltimore  city,  Randall, 
rriNGTOK. 

■All!   OP  RBPRESEN'TATION*. 

CoiiTention   thereupon  resumed  the  con- 
iofiof  the  resolutions  reported  by  Mr.McR- 
rom  the  committee  on  reprcuMitation. 
pending  question    was  on  the  niution  of 


Kent,  (Mr  Chamiers,)  that  the  responsibility 
of  making  the  report  rested  on  him,  and  that  the 
Convention  was  not  bound  by  it,  by  reminding 
that  gentleman  of  the  practice  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  I'nited  States, 
where  the  Chairman  of  a  committee  makes  an 
elaborate  report,  which  he  has  prepared  on  his 
own  responsiibility,  while  every  individual  mem- 


PCKCER,  to  recommit  the  re|K)rt  to  the  |  ber  of  the  committee  mav  rise  in  his  place  and 
Itce  on  representation,  with  ir.sti%ctions  •  make  any  objqrtiuns  in  the  form  of  explanation, 
rt  a  bn:*is  of  representation  uii  aome  fair  |  If  the  gentleman  from  Kent  wa»  permitted  tu 
le  of  compromise.  i  hold  the  Convention,  until  he  could  produce  tliv 
^RAMBCKs,  of  Kent,  enquired  of  the  Pre-  •  effect  he  drKired  by  the  proponitions  he  oflered, 
whether  it  would  now  be  in  order  to  j  he,  [Mr.  T.]  mi|;ht  be  compelled,  in  consequence 
n  amendment.  ,  uf  the  introduction  of  matter,  which,  in  his  opin- 
pRCsiovs'T  replied  in  the  allimiative.  j  ion,  wa&  objectionable,  to  vote  against  the  Con- 
CHAMBCRi.  Then  1  move  the  following  !  ^titution  altogether,  when  the  Convention  cloMd 
nenl:  "    '" ""      t»-""-i*    -'    -• *      -«     •■- 

Rich  manner  that  the  city  of  Baltimore 
e  entitlf'd  tu  the  yamn  number  of  repit'seii- 
in  the  House  of  Delegule^i,  as  may  be  al- 
to tlie  largest  county  in  the  i:>tute." 

re  no  doiie,  ( n-murke.l  Mr.C.J  todiwuss    .    1"=  «u*<:rK-u  ^u  , 
eetion  at  the   pn-eiit  lime,  but  1  hope  that    ^•'•^^fl'    ^'«  "«!"-^**' 

be  left  open  lu  discussion,  and  that  the  ^""7  ''•*^'f.  **f "  .  .  .  .  ,-,  .,.  ^  . . 
»  question   will  not  be   railed;  so  that  if    '^M'^*:'^-    .He  desired  tha   the  Comnutlee  should 

am!  desire  to  diHcuH.s  it,  they  may  hafc  |  7'"*;  "»  ^»>\«  "P"'.V  "^V**  H'?^  ^''f"'  T°"*V  *'*^ 
lortunitv  to  do  so.  »V  .^'»;°  "»y^*^'*^«*  U,  it   M.ould  state  w  hat  tho^c 

ohjectioiin  were.  With  :i  re|iort  from  the  riiin- 
niittec  in  a  proper  foim,  the  Hou.hc  would  ha\i' 
Mimeihiiig  to  act  on. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  the  previous  question,  but. 

The  PRKbiuKNT  having  ^tated  that,  under  the 

amendment  recently  adopted   to  the  rules,   the 

j  previous  question  would  ttperate  not  on  the  nio- 

I  tion  to  commit  hut  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 


their  work.  He  might  refuse  to  receive  the  lit- 
tle good  Hhich  was  mixed  up  with  ho  much  evil. 
What  then  was  the  use  of  keeping  these  nropo>i- 
tions  back  in  the  committee?  Let  them  be  brought 
before  the  Hou<«e. 

He  idverted  to  the  variou>  prripositions  now 
and  a^ked  what  real  progn'^n 
would  have  been  made,  if  anv  of  them   were 


Thomas  said,  he  would  make  a  last  ellurt 
liis  point,  af  to  the  mode  of  pmecediiii;, 
should  be  adopted.  He  entered  his  pro- 
ainit  permittin>;  one  paitieular  eonimilter 
ftit  in  any  way  from  the  rule  pre.tciibcd 
Convention  fur  llic  go\eniinciit  of  all  it^ 
ttees. 
Thomas  >tated  that  tl.i*  eoinmittee  on  Re-  !  (*iiambi:rk. 


tation  had  departed  from  it^  proper  eoui>c. 
▼eral  loni:,  tediou^  ueeks,  the  (/onvention 
id  no  report  of  a  practical  cliaruetcr  before 
DOthini;  but  these  abstract  roolutionn. 
the  Convention  were  uliout  to.  iru  into  the 
lion  of  thcni,  loi;j;,  tedious  weeks  might 
be  waifted  Mitliuut  reurhiiig  .my  re«iiilt. 
jected  tu  the  wav  in  which  the  nu.-nilier!< 
Judiciary  came  isi,  lor  the.  purpose  of  fcel- 
leir  way  by  ollcring  amend mirnt  after 
iment,  until  Ihcy  could  &ha|)C  the  resolu- 
>  their  winhen.     Iludthe  Leuiitiativc  coni- 


Mr.  T.  dihcluiming  any  intention  to  6ut  ulf  de- 
bate on  the  amendment',  withdix*w  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GwiKN  aceorded  with  the  views  thrown 
out  by  the  gentleiuan  from  Frederick,  and  ex- 
pressed hi»  hope  that  the  hcnior  member  of  the 
Committee  would  make  a  report,  and  that  any 
member  of  the.  Cnminittce  would  be  permitted  to 
rise  and  explain  his  objections.  He  believed 
that  was  the  course  approved  by  a  niajorily  of 
the  Committee,  several  of  whom  were  now  ab- 


sent. He  thought  the  propo.sition  of  the  gentie- 
^  of  which  hi^  colleai^ue  wa^  a  member,  '  man  from  Kent  was  of  an  uncertain  ctiaractcr. 
id  a  similar  eoiU'^e,  a  );reut  deal  of  time  That  gentleman  had  dcnomiiiaU'd  his  (.Mr.  G's) 
bmve  been  lo*<tiii  settling  negative  pi oponi-  ,  propoailion  an  abstiaetiun,but  would  theamend- 
which,  ingeniously  introduced,  necessarily  !  menl  offered  by  the  geiitleniaii  hiiiihclf.  lead  to  a 
0  new  di<cu6')ions.  TIm;  clear-headed  gen- '  practical  result}  He  wa<)  }et  unable  to  per- 
D  from  Quern  Annes,  ( Mr.  (vra^os*,)  had  '  eei\c  the  trap  whicli  w  as  eontrived  hy  the  amend- 
uced  a  rule,  whieh  wa^  ado[ited  by  the  ;  mciils.  The  ohjuct,  evidently,  was  to  pioduce 
intion,  restrieliii;^  the  rrport;*  of  the  com-  '  mnibinatioiis  among  the  counties,  the  eliect  of 


to  mere  rcMilt*.  The  ohjcet  ol"  this 
ran  to  cx|>edite  the  work  He  illustrated 
ril  which  would  result  I'roni  adoptini^  the 
t  proposed  by  thi>  unietidmenl.  The  Coii- 
m  would  make  little  proprrc^s;  amendments 
1  be  otlercfl,  and  the  representation  of  a 
county  would  oircupy  one  day,  and  another 
!  consume  the  next  day,  and  so  the  Conven- 
irould  go  on.  He  \vi«hcd  the  Committee 
:ecute  the  order  of  tho  Convention.  He 
•d  to  the  remark  uf  the  gentleman  from 


which  would  act  injuriuu-slv  on  the  probpects  of 
Baltimore  in  the  State.  ijiu\f  cxperienee  had 
made  the  gentleman  fioni  Kent  a  great  tactician, 
but  higenious  as  he  was  in  hi^  movenientK,  the 
object  of  the  present  amendment  wasi  very  palpa- 
ble. He  believed  that  if  the  report  was  now  re- 
committed, there  would  be  a  speedy  report.  Some 
of  the  members  arc  indeed  away,  but  they  wuiild 
be  back  on  Monday  morning,  and  he  thonghi 
they  could  come  to  an  agreement. 
Mr.  McL.\NE,  without  intending  to  enter  iito 
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the  discussion,  desired  to  present  a  view  of  the  |  county  divisions  cut  up  by  the  roob ;  and  to  rs- 
subject  which  might  have  the  effect  of  irreating^  j  tablisn  districts  of  contiguous  territory,  and  to 
the  course  of  proceeding.  When  the  metion  was  '  sub-divide  Frederick  and  the  larKcst  counties, 
made  to  postpone  these  resolutionsi  he  had  voted  {  as  to  give  equality  to  all.  He  desired  to  put  an 
in  the  alurmative,  on  two  grounds  :  first,  that  it  cud  to  all  these  contests  which  were  mere  ques- 
was  not  a  final  report  of  the  committee  which  .  tions  of  the  distribution  of  political  power. 
should  be  considered  and  discutted  in  committee  Mr.  Ciumbeks.  And  of  offices.  - 
of  the  whole  ;  the  other  ground  was,  that  it  was       w      t  .    i  ^i   »      n  *  -       ,    .     . 

intended  by  the  committee  as  an  application  for  \ ,,  T.l  V"*"*'  .«'^"J*'*'.  **'fj'  ^"^  ^l  J?""** 
inrtnictions,  without  which  the  committee  could  "*!,^*'*V'!?*;  P""ciple  sljould  apply  in  Baltinore 
notairreeon  any  report.  In  this  view  of  the '  ?,"t'"  ^**^^'  ^,7"*^-  "^  "^'^  "°  .  ^«»»  ^?« 
Hubjecl  he  considered  that  to  take  up  the  resolu-    B»»«"»f»^  ^.^^^.^^t^'fu  V  '^P?*»«;|;^l»«»  ^^«^ 

tioii  would  have  led  to  great  embarrassment,  P'?P°''^'°"»/V°  ^"^^fV*!  ^*''*'  *^^*^i.*  P^*!!! 
and  might  have  established  a  precedent  which  .  *^  ?^  f'""^  '^^^  °"?»»^  ^^^  »»*\«;  He  disavowed 
might  have  led  to  greater  difficulties.  It  might  "^^"'K/^'"  ""y  party,  or  for  the  golicy  of  the 
frequemJy  occur  that  a  committee  might  Jnd  .  ^^"""^^^^J -^,1^»»^  *»«  ^"'g**^,  f  M^J*  S'***  PW-PJ^ 
iteelf  in  Sifficully.  and  if  allowed  to  come  in  ,  ^"*  J^^mg  the  residue  of  his  davs.  From  his 
and  a..k  for  instriclions,  it  would  lead  to  discus-  P//^7'|  P^'**'^^";  »*«  '^^"l;^  ''9}  *^.?.  =^1  ffff^, 
sion  of  the  subject.  Suppose  the  instructions  are  '  '^^^'y,**^  ^•^^"^'*^  '^^'^"^  ^^"^  Committee  witfiout 
given,  and  the  committee  report  in  conformity  j  ""'«»"">eni. 

with  them,  the  House  is  not  concluded  by  its]  Mr.  McLank  did  not  wisli  to  interfere  in  this 
previous  action  from  giving  a  difl'ercnt  vote  when  I  dispute—iion  uoatntm  iantas  compmert  UUm.  It 
that  report  shall  have  been  considered.  i  "»d  been  his  wish  to  rastrict  discussion,  instead 

m.        11  .•  •    <i     fi  of  which  he  had  provoked  it.    He  insisted  that 

The  wholequrauoncomes  up  agam.tl.c  House  „,»  question  had  been  decided,  so  farVtremA 
may  be  p  unged  m  o  a  «°«««''en.j.  and  angry  ,  1^^^,,^  basis.  The  gentleman  fromlctStte 
reelings  m.gh    ead  to  an  angry  debate.     He  was   „„„,^  i„t  ^  ^  ^e  the  eiponcnt  of  wrfMr 

ready  o  adopt  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  froin  m„lM  opinions.  Notwithstanding  the  decLh* 
Kent,  tha   we  should  eome  o  a  compromise  of  „f  „,,  \^^       ^.,,^„  j,  j§^    ComBittoe 

views,  t  was  clear  that  neither  of  the  ex-  «oincs  in,  the  subject  wouild  be  as  open  to  di«^ 
ireme  principles  coul.!  prevail.    It  would  be  m-   ,;„„  ^  j^'  ^.^  ^  j!,  P     "  «»«»■ 

expedient  now  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  the 

subject.  He  had  voted  against  the  postpone-  VV  hat  was  the  proposition  now  brought  Ibf- 
mentof  the  resolutions  on* this  grountl.  What  I  ?*'?™'  hnianaimgfiom  thcheadofthe  commitue 
did  the  committee  ask?  The  conimittci*  came  "t  brought  up  the  discussion  on  one  of  the  moat  dif- 
ficult points  in  controveivy.  He  could  not  co- 
incide in  the  propriety  of  this  course.  Instead  of 
deciding  what  should'be  the  delegation  of  Balti- 
more, and  then  sending  the  subject  to  the  Con- 
niittee,  he  would  prefer  to  re-commit  the  whole 
cannot  get  a  majority  to  agree.  He  wisiiwf, '  "*""*^''»  *^  ^**®  ^-''""*'C"t»o"  could  make  an  imme- 
therefore,  that  when  the  Hou>e  siiuuld  go  into  the  j  *^/»»'®  report,  if  gentlemen  did  not  approve  of 
disciission  of  tliis  fiindanjcnlal  principle,  instead  ;  ^  »*^  course,  let  the    Hou.se  go  into  Ck>mmitteeof 

'  *  " "  " '  "  "         '  '  *      amendments 

the  present 
introduction  ef 
sVw' by^thtrgentiema'irfrom  Kent,  that  if' ihi  i  "»"**^*'!'"^  others,  and  all  should  be  offered  in 
House  come  to  a  vote  on  the  resolutions,  the  '  |:°"»"'"<^c?  '"'' ^  the  House.  He  did  not  be- 
committec  would  rciKirt  iammdialcly.  i  "*'^'*'  *^'^^  ^"^  Convention  would  decide  so  pave 

Mr,  CiiAMBEKs  explained.    He  had  said  they  ,  tUdc."''"'  *'*"'°"'  ^''"'"  "'^"  committee  ol  the 


here,  in  the  first  instance,  unable  to  agree  in  a 
report  of  any  plan,  because  they  could  not  unite 
in  deciding  upon  un  important  principle  1}  ing  at 
the  foundation,  and  they  asked  for  instructions 
from  tlie  liouso.     They  have  told  us  that  they 


discii5.Mon  of  tliis  fiindamcnlal  principle,  instead  ;  "»*^  course,  let  the    llou.se  go  into  U 
of  deciding  it  for  the  instruction  of  the  Commit-  I  "»c  whole  on  the   resolutions,  when  5 
tee.  it  should  finally  decide  it  for  the  House,  j  <^°»**\^c^"«»'c*^-  ,}^^  adinissien  of 
This  mijrht  not  suit  the  committee.     It  Juid  been  !  i»»"e"'Jmcut  would   lead  to  the  intn 


Mr.  T..OM.,s  enqiiired   whether  when  lie  h.d  ]  i^  t^popiriaVbL"  Ah^To^^en  ustU k"^ 
voted  on  a  preposition,  he  was  not  bound  by  that :  p,iJ,^,f^  ^^  ^  compromise.    Instead  of  lendiiig 


mi; 

viewB 

the 

acconiiiig  to  the  view  he  tuok  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Til u MAS  replied,  that  he  wished  to  act 
here  not  as  a  Bnltimorean,  nor  for  the  counties 
alone,  but  as  a  Marylander,  looking  at  the  inter- 
ests of  the  whole  State.    He  desired  to  see  these  . 


Mr.  CuAMBKRs  diaclahncd  all  pretenaioni  to 
the  character  of  a  tactician.  He  had  altogether 
retired  from  the  political  field  more  than  aixteea 
years  ago  when  he  went  on]  the^  bench,  and  hid 
taken  no  ;part  whatever  since,  except  to  vote. 
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Th«  leeDtleman  from  Baltimore,  would  learn 
whcnlw  had  (he  benefit  of  larger  experience, 
that  the  only  tafo  and  sure  way  to  succcm,  is  by 
a  atraightforwaid,  plain,  direct  and  hinest  courM 
to  the  object  candidly  avowed.  The  crookfd, 
tortooos  path  in  which  that  gnntleman  travelled, 
occaaionally  crossed  this  straight  track  and 
brought  bina  in  his  view,  and  Uie  ccenti*inian  v^s 
hence  induced  to  think  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  also 


which  would  avert  the  danjrer  (if  brioifiii^  t!ie 
counties  entirely  undrr  thi*  coiiirul  of  the  city. 
He  illuitratcd  how  this  would  l>c  tiie  case  if  no 
limit  was  imposed.  TItis  aiiieniJmeiit  wa»  oRVr- 
ed  iiy  him  in  Committee — it  was  now  befoie  the 
House,  and  he  would  stand  by  it.  If  the  Houm*. 
thought  it  proper  tu  make  tlu^  limit  that  which 
was  allowed  to  the  largest  rounty,  tluMi  they 
should  adopt  til i»  amendment:  if  they  determiii* 


out  of  line.    It  was  only  an  optical  illusion.    If  led  any  other  to  be  proper  let  it  be  mude,  and  the 
the  gentleman  would  march  boldlv,  rijcht onward,  j  Committee  will  regard  it  as  an  inslruction. 
disregarding  the  clamors  of  that  large  family  in       Mr.  McLakf.  and  Mr.  Ciiambi;hs  said  each  a 


Baltimore,  alluded  to  by  his  colleague,  or  from 
any  other  quarter,  his  own  intelligence  would 
take  him  in  the  direct  road. 


few  words  in  explanation. 

Mr.   Thomas   Dialed,  that  he  had   considered 
theNC  resolutions  as  pre<entini;  mfi'ely  a  negative 


Mr.  GwiNN  asked  if  the  gentleman  would  point  qucblion  until  yesterday.     Tlur  amendment  now 

aal  the  direct  course.  proposed   tiy  tlic  gcnt'lfmau  from  Kent,  givmg 

Mr.  CHAMBBas.    "Follow  me  '*  (a  lau^h.)  Baltimore  a  specific  number  of  representatives  wa« 

He  said  the  gentleman  from   Frederick,  [.Mr.  an  affirmative  question.     So  was  the  vote  of  yc&- 

Tromas,]  had  renewed  the  charge  ajgrainst  this  terday,  decidinir  that  population  shall  not  be  the 

resolQtion,  that  it  was  an  abstraction.     He  vindi-  basis  of  repreientallon  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 

cated  it  at  length   from  thin   imputation,   and  By  that  vote  the  Ihubc  had  fixed  one  principle: 

niinUined  that  it  was  eminently  practical.  That  and  if  it  should  he  decided  that  Ilaltimoro  shall 

gentleman  had  indulged  in  an  elaborate  address  have    a   n*presintation    et^ual    to     the    largest 

tothe  House,  avowedly  to  convince  them  of  the  coun'y  in  the  State,   another  principle  will  be 

gnat  error  they  had  committed  by  their  vote  of  fixed. 

»x^  odd  to  seventeen  and  yet  oonclud^l  by       „  j     parliamentary  prac- 

MiunnguithatU.eToe'>am.,untc<Moi.otl.ine.'  ^^^        ^^.,  ^„  am„„.i„,n,ls  an.l  the  minuer 

It  WM jerj  true,  as  stated  that  members  of  a  j„  ^,,j^,,  „,     „,.       ^    i„i,„.,,„.,,,.  ,„j  ,^^^l^ 

eomnittM.  from  courtesy   to  a  chairman  often  ^^^^^  penllcnian   had  a  ri«ht   to  get  up  and 

l»rmrtledhimtoreporlprono».tion.theydi.  not  eontradkt  to-dav  anv  ,.o,iiio7,  which  he  miglu 

■Wn»7-     «t  »«*?"  occurred  too  that  •"'■•mbcts-  ,,^^,,   ^  ^       jeslcrdav;  and  even  to  record  hi» 

^^"^ '^'*'SS^             *  *■<"'  '"  one  W.  ai"' 10  aPRUc  in  another.     No 

tioo  Dy  ineir  votes.         ,.      -    .  .             „^..«««i  gentleman  could  l>e  required  to  redeem  any  sun- 

Bat  in  all  such  cases  the  fact  was  announced  s^^,,    ,  ^     contained  in  hi*  vote  of  the  day  pr^ 

uid  known,  and  the  sole  object  wa»  to  bring  the  {,gjj„  '      *                                                 '  ' 

House  loa  rote  in  which  e>-ery  member  could  m^S^^j^^^    explained. 

wpiMS  bis  actual  opinion.    It  was  ccrtamlj  the  „,.  Jo„.v.„n  aiked  if  the  .rentleinan  from 

s2Si".7otea';^\rA:d°'";oTa>';%''h;-  ^-^^^^^  ->"  >»  -••"•^  -^  ""j-"'  «<> 

endoraement  of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr. 

McLavK,)  who  had  so  fully  concurred  in  this  Mr.  Thomas  resumed,  explaininaj  more  fully 

▼lew.     He  had  no  doubt  there  would  be  found  his  views  as  to  the  bnidingilfectortho  vole  of  a 

of  the  members  voting  on  that  proposition,  no  gentleman  in  his  future  action.     He  adverted  to 

more  than  seventeen,  to  go  for  the  broad  dwjlrine  the  conlcmplaled  reforms  which  extended  to  the 

of  repreienUtion  on  the  basis  of  numbers  alone.  Hxecutive,  the  Judicial,  and  the  Legislative  de- 

Herepeated  the  ground  he  had  heretofore  urged  partments.     It  was  intended  to  take  away  almo<it 

Mtotbeeiflibeno.    Two  gentlemen  on  the  Com-  »*•  power   from  the  Kxecutive;  and  he  stated 

millee  wouW  agree  to  nothing  till  drii-en  by  the  «^*»!»t  he  would  not  object  to  this  if  to  that  reform 

House  from  this  claim  ofa  popular  basis.     When  were  connected  an  extension  of  power  tothe 

that  was  disposed  of,  as  it  would  be  by  passing  Legislative   branch.     He  stated  that  he  repre- 

this  resolution,  there  remained  the  alieniatives  senied  a  large   population,  and  he  would  not 

of  eompromise  or  the  status  anli  fce/um— the  pre-  P'edge  them  or  him^ell  to  the  course  they  .«houid 

sent  arrangement.    Compromise  was  an  indefi-  ^^^^   when  the  Constitution   was  presented  to 

ntteterm.    On  that  subject  too  the  Committee  them  for  acceptance.    There  might  be  provisions 

was  a  divided  family.    We  had  a  compromise  in  engrafted  hi  it,  such  as  wouM   compel  him  to 

1836— the  city  of  Baltimore    had  the  "lion's  give  his  own  vote  agamst it,  and  to  admonish  the 

share.'*    We  are  now  to  compromise  again  and  people  from  the  hilU  and  the  house-tops  to  reject 

another  *'  lion*s  share"  is  to  be  taken  from  what  ^^• 

was  then  left  us.    The  House  should  indicate  He  concluded    with  some  further  remarks, 

their  riewa  in  regard  to  this  one  most  important  generally  reiterating  what  he  had  previously  said 

item  in  the  compromise.    The  last  vote  deckles  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  votes  given  on  isolated 

that  a  reduction  must  be  made  from  the  immense  questions  to  stand  as  a  true  exponent  of  the  final 


number  which  would  be  given  to  the  city  by  a 
basis  purely  of  numbers.  What  was  to  oe  the 
limit  f    He  supposed  it  most  be  to  an  extent 

IT 


vote  of  gentlemen  on  the  report  as  a  whole.  He 
considered  himself  as  entirely  free  to  move  to 
amend  the  report  hereafter  by  the  introduction  of 
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a  provision    establishing  reprcientation  on  the  taken,   whether   such    amendmenti   should  be 

basis  of  population.  printed  upon  the  journal,  and  in  bill  form  like- 

And,  pendinif  the  question,  (and  Mr.  Chamb-  wise. 
Ba«,  of  Kent,  being  entitled  to  the  door,)  Some  conversation  followed. 

^The  Convention  adjourned.  .  M'-  Spencer  made  a  suggwtion  in  reUUon  to 

■^  '*  the  appropriate  distribution  of  matter,  ordered  to 

be  printed  to  the  several  contractors. 
^  This  led  to  some  further  convenation,  when 

Mr.  Weber  offered  the  following  at  a  lobati- 

MONDAY.  January  27th,  1851.  *"!fi°!;  ^^^V'^l""  ?*"  f?*"' ^^Jf "r     .•  i     r     .u 
^,     ^         *  »v*  *^    » I            J  ••Ordered,  That  all  reports  of  articles  for  the 

The  Convention  met  at  11  o'clock.  Conslitulion,  and  all  proposed  amendmentB,  shall 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graoff.  ^    minted  on  the  journal." 
The  roll  was  called,  and.  after  some  time,  a        ^r.  Weber  briefly  stated  his  reasons,  after 

quonim  being  present,  the  journal  of  Saturday  i^tji^h 

was  read  and  approved.  M,.  Vaukk  accepted  the  substitute  as  a  modi- 

BASis  OF  REPRESENTATION.  ficalioR  of  his  own  projKMition. 

.,    I     .  ^       u  «         .•  And,  after  some  further   conversation,  the 

Mr.  DiRicKsoK  said,  that  before  the  Convention  lubstitute  was  rejected, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  be-       On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,tbi 

fore  it,  he  desired  to  submit  an  order  with  a  Convention  reconsidered  Uie  said  vote, 
view  to  its  being  entered  on  the  journal.    On        On  motion   of  Mr.  C,  the  laid  order  wu 

Friday  last,  he  and  a  fnend  who  accompanied  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "and  all  pn>- 

him,  had  been  unavoidably  detained  from  their  posed  amendments;" 

seats.    He  saw  that,  in  bin  abMncc,  a  mast  im-       ^nd,  as  thus  amended,  the  order  was  adopted, 
portantvote  had  been  taken.    He  referred  to  *„.  ■•^.^  ,a.t.^... 

the  vote  upon  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  ^^^  **^**  journals. 

from  St.  Mary's,  (Mr.  Blakistone.)  in  regard  to       The  President  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 

the  basis  of  representation.    As  he,  (Mr.  D.)  re-  ness  of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  conaideratiOB 

garded  this  as  one  of  the  most  important  and  of  the  following  order  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 

vital  questions  that  would  agitate  this  body,  and  Thawlet  : 

as  one  upon   which,   therefore,  every  member       **Ordered  That  the  order  adopted  some  weeks 

ought  to  be  heard,  at  least  so  far  as  his  vote  was  past,  authorising  the  printing  of  four  extra  joiii^ 

concerned,  he  would  ask  that  tlie  votes  of  himself  nals  for  each  member  of  this  Conventioa  be  ra* 

and  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Lee,)  might  scinded.** 

be  permitted,  under  the  courtesy  of  the  Conven-  Mr.  Spencer  had.  on  Saturday,  made  a  motkNi 
tion,  to  appear  upon  the  jouinal;  and  with  this  to  lay  the  order  temporarily  on  the  table,  in  oi^ 
object  in  view,  he  would  offer  the  following  dcr  to  give  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
oriler:  printing.  (Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore,)  who  was 
••Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  upon  the  journal  no^  then  in  the  city,  an  opportunity  to  make  an 
that  Messrs.  John  Lee,  of  Kent,  and  L.  L.  Di-  explanation  upon  one  point  as  to  which  a  differ 
rickson,  of  Worcester,  vote  in  the  ne«itive  upon  encc  of  opinion  seemed  to  exist,  to  wit— whether 
the  proposition  submitted  as  a  substiiute  by  Mr.  or  not  there  was  any  contract  with  the  prioten. 
Blakistone,  of  St.  Mary's,  on  Friday  last,  which  Mr.  Stewart  being  now  in  his  seat,  Mr.  Srair- 
said  motion  is  in  the  fallowing  words— That  the  cer  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  toble. 
committee  on  RepresenUtion  and  Apportionment  ,  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  made  an  ex- 
be  requested  to  report  a  plan  of  apportionment  planation,  setting  forth  Uie  action  of  the  com- 
andreprisentation— making  numbers  exclusively  miltee  upon  the  matter  of  the  extra  journals, 
the  basis  of  representation  to  the  House  of  Dele-  The  point  of  it  was  this;  no  contract  had  been 
gg^g  If  made  (Mr.  S.  said)  with  the  printers.  Before 
The  order  was  adopted.  ^^^  recess,  he  had  informed  them  that  they  must 
&ii  n  .  ^..u^A  .1.  *».-  ••  »  f  .i.«  r«««„-.«  not  supply  these  extra  copies  under  any  impces- 
Mr.  Parke  called  he  attention  of  the  Conven-  ^^^  thit  there  was  a  contract-the  whole  InM- 
tion  to  the  f*ct,  that  he  had  on  Saturday  last,  ^^  ^cj  ^.j^j^j^  ^^^  ^^^^^^1  ^f  ^^  ConvenUoo. 
given  notice  of  sundry  amendments  to  the  report  j^^^  ^^  Convention  had  re-assembled,  he  toU 
of  the  committee  on  the  Bills  of  Rights.  Il.s  object  ^^  ^^  „^  ^^  ^^^  j^^^  ^  ^^^  appointed,  that 
in  so  doing,  he  said,  was  to  have  them  put  upon  ^j,  ^-^^  »;„  ^^^  ^^,,f  ,  ,  ^^^  g^j^ 
the  journal,  m  order  that  members  might  have  qy/ntly,  some  ten  days  since,  he  had  brought  the 
an  opportunity  of  examining  them.  He  found  Jjbjeot  to  the  coi.si/cration  of  the  Committee  as 
that  they  had  not  been  spread  upon  the  journal,  j,^  \^^^  .^  ^-^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^  ^er  had  beeo 
and  he  would  now  ofier  the  following  order :  appointed;  the  system  of  reporting  the  debata 
(^Ordeied,  That  the  proposed  amendments  to  and  proceedings  was  in  full  operation;  and  be 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Declaration  (Mr.  S..)  did  not  suppose  that  the  same  nccet- 
of  Rights,  submitted  by  Mr.  Parke,  on  Saturday  sity  existed  for  the  extra  journals.  The  coift- 
last,  be  entered  on  the  journal."  mittee,  upon  a  computation  of  the  cost,  which 
The  President,  after  an  explanation  as  to  the  was  not  large,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
course  adopted  in  relation  to  such  matters,  de-  would  allow  the  printing  of  the  extra  eopies  to 
sired  that  the  sense  of  the  Convention  should  be  be  continued,  until  such  time  as  the  Convention 
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thoald  think  proper,  by  its  higher  authority,  to 
nterfere  and  arrest  it.  Personally,  he  had  no 
need  of  these  copies;  but  the  committee  thought 
that  as  nine  copies  only  of  the  Register  of  lie- 
bates  were  apportioned  to  each  member,  it  might 
be  well  that  these  extra  Journalb  bhould  be  con- 
tinued. 

After  some  conversation  tlie  question  was  ta-  ^ 
ken  on  the  motion  uf  Mr.  Tiiawlkv,  (the  yean ; 
and  nays  having  heretofore  been  oi-dered.)  and  | 
resulted  as  follows: 

mfffirmaiive — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 

SLD,  Kicaud,  Sellman,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch, 
ickinson,  Colston,  John  Dennis,  JaniebU.  Den- 
hm,  Dashiell,  Williams,  HodDon,  Phelps,    Mil-| 
ler,  Spencer,  George,  VVright,Dinckson,  Hearn,  | 
Sbriver,  Biser,  Annan,  Sappiiigton,  Slephensoti,  > 
McHenry.  Nelson,  Thawlcy,  Stewart  of  Caro- 
line, Hafdcastle,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Baltimore 
ci^y.  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcom- 
er, Brewer,  Hollyday,  Siicer,Fitzpa trick.  Smith, 
Earke,  Shower,  Uockey  and  Brown. — 47. 

Negative. — Messrs.  Blakistone,  Denl,  Hope- 
well, Lee.  Chambers  of  Kent,  Wells,  Randall, 
Jenifer,  IJoyd,  Hicks,  Gold.sborougli,  McLane, 
Sprigff,  McCubbiu,  Mc Master,  Fooks,  Jacubi, 
Gaithvr,  Magraw,  Presstnian,  Harbine,  Waters 
and  Weber-*23. 

So  the  Older  to  rescind  was  adopted. 

>Ir.  Blakistone  rose,  he  said,  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution rendered  absolutely  necessary,  in  his 
judgment,  by  the  order  which  the  Convention 
lUMr just  adopted;  unless  the  Convention  agreed 
to  some  such  proposition,  he  did  not  know  how 
prompt  and  immediate  information  of  the  pro- 
ceedings here,  could  be  givtiu  to  the  people 
throughout  the  State. 

The  order  was  read  as  follows : 

^■Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  Printing  be 
inctmcted  to  direct  the  printer  of  the  journal  to 
lbrw«rd  one  copy  of  the  jounial  of  proceedings 
oflbe  Convention,  to  the  editors  of  newspapers 
in  the  several  counties  in  this  State  and  the  citv 
ofBaltimore.*' 

Mr.  Baowv.  How  many  newspapers  are 
there? 

Mr.  Blakistone.  I  do  not  know,  nor  do  1 
eare. 

Mr.  SrswAaT,  of  Baltimore  city.  I  am  hap* 
py  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  some  infornia- 
tioD  GO  this  point  from  the  committee  on  Print- 
ing. 1  think  the  object  of  my  friend  from  St. 
MaryHi  (Mr.  Blakisione,)  good  and  proper,  and 
siieh  as  should  recommend  his  proposition  to  the 
favor  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House. 
That  object,  however — the  diffusion  of  knowl. 
edge  of  our  proceedings  among  the  people — will 
be  accomplished  in  a  better  way,  by  an  expedient 
to  which  the  committee  on  Printing  has  already 
resorted.  .The  committee  set  apart,  out  uf  the 
surplus  numbers  left  of  the  copies  printed  under 
the  order  of  the  Convention,  one  copy  of  the 
Register  of  Debates,  for  every  newspaper  in  the 
8tate^amountin[f,  1  believe,  to  an  aggregate  of 
lilly-five.  The  clerk  of  ihe  committee  has  made 
out  a  list,  and  been  specially  charged  with  the 


performance  of  this  duty ;  so  tliat  the  people 
will  be  furnished  day  by  day  with  accurate 
knowledge  of  every  step  of  our  progress  here. 
This  was  done  ten  du)&  ago,  and  it  seems  to  me. 
therefore,  that  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of 
the  gentleman  from  St.  Mary^s  is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Dekt  suggested,  that  the  newspajien 
could  obtain  an  out-line  of  procredrnpt  here 
sooner  from  the  Journal,  than  from  the  Register 
of  Debates. 

The  qiie,htion  was  then  taken,  and  by  ayes  34. 
noes  2G,  the  order  was  adopted. 

The  pRksinevT  announced  tliat  the  hour  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the 
day,  had  arrived. 

Mr.  Blakistone,  by  leave,  gave  notice  that 
he  should,  to-morrow,  move  to  change  the  17th 
rule,  and  also  to  rescind  the  2Uth  rule. 

THE   ELECTIVE  FaANCIIISB. 

The  pRESiDEKT  announced  that  the  first  in  the 
onler  of  the  day,  was  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  elective  franchise,  the  consideration 
of  which,  had  been  potitponed  to  this  day. 

Mr.  Mc  Lank  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  would  consent 
to  pohtfione  the  consideration  of  this  report  until 
to-morrow.  The  printed  report  had  been  laid 
on  Uie  tables  of  the  members  only  this  morning, 
and  no  time  had  been  afforded  for  an  examina- 
tion of  it.  He,  [Mr.  McL.,]  desired  to  offer  an 
amendment,  but  was  not  able  to  do  so  without 
paying  more  attention  to  the  report  than  he  could 
at  present;  and  he  was  not  sure  that,  after  a  pro- 
per  examination,  he  should  be  disposed  to  oflfcr 
any  amemlment* 

He  would  also  suggest,  that  the  report  did  not 
appear  to  contain  the  amendments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Anne  Arundel,  not  now  in  his  seat. 
It  was,  therefore,  imperfect;  and  he,  (Mr.  McL.,) 
wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of  passing  upoii 
these  amendments. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city.  To  what 
amendments  does  the  gentleman  allude  ? 

Mr.  McLank.  To  the  amendments  of  Mr. 
Dor^ey. 

Mr.  Stewart.  They  were  rejected  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  not,  therefore,  reported 
to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent.  I  have  only  to  say 
that  1  concur  entirely  in  the  opinion  of  the  l'cii- 
tleman  from  Cecil,  [Mr.  McLane.]  I  would, 
however,  suggest  a  general  postponement,  in- 
stead  of  a  postponement  until  to-morrow. 

The  President.  The  amendments  which 
were  otl'ered  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Anne  Ar- 
undel, (Mr.  Dorsey.)  were  acted  upon  in  coni- 
inittee;  and  are  no  longfer  before  the  Convention; 
and  the  Secretary  did  not  think  it  necessary  or 
competent  for  him  to  have  them  printed.  The 
order  embraced  only  pending  amendments,  or 
amendments  that  might  be  od'ered,  and  of  which 
notice  wa^  given. 

Mr.  McLane,  (to  the  President.)  Are  the 
amendments  of  the  gentleman  from  Anne  .Arun- 
del on  ttie  Journal  r 

The  President.  The  Secretary  informs  the 
Chair  tliat  they  are. 
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Mr  McL&VB.    That  will  answer  riiy  purpose. 

AHer  some  co  tvcrsntiun  on  a  point  of  order, 
liptMeea  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, the  question  ivus  takon  and  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  report  was  pubti>oned. 

BASH  OF  RKPRESCNTATIOK. 

The  President  announced  that  the  next  in  t}ie 
orders  of  the  day  was  the  report  of  Mr.  Mer- 
rick from  the  committee  on  representation. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  to  the  amend- 
ment prepared  by  Mr.  Spexcer,  to  re-commit 
the  Report  with  instructions. 

Mr.  r  iTZPATRicK.  1  fear  that  Ihi^  question  is 
going  to  lead  to  a  very  long  and  tedious  debate. 
J  think  that  such  a  discussion  can  result  in  no 
practical  good,  and  [  therefore  move  that  the 
whole  subject  be  laid  u[)on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  BucH\NAN.  Will  the  gentleman  oblige 
me  by  withdrawing  the  motion  for  a  few  minutes  ? 
1  am  desirous  of  saying  a  very  few  words  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^s, 
(Mr.  Spencer,)  as  proposc<l  lo  he  amended  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ktfiit,  (Mr.  Cliambers.) 

Mr.  FiTXPATuicK.  If  1  withdraw  the  motion, 
will  the  genilenian  n^iew  it. 

Mr.  BuciiANAM.  If  the  gentleman  requires  me 
to  do  so,  I  will  renew  it. 

Mr.  FiTZPATRicK.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

So  the  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Spencer  to  le-commit  the  leport 
with  instructions. 

Mr.  BuciiAKAN  said  he  had  no  opportunity  on 
Friday  or  Saturday  hist  to  present  his  views  upon 
the  questions  piwidnig  ;  but  he  had  fell  n<  acutely 
as  any  member  of  the  Convention  could   feel, 
that  tome  things  had  occurred  in  the  course  of 
this  debate   which   ought  not  to  pass  hy,   and  ! 
which  he  was  not  disposed  to  pass  by   without 
notice.     He  should  vote  avainst  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from   Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers.) 
He  hhould  vote  for  tne   proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman fiiim  Queen   Anne's,   (Mr.  Spencer  )  not 
because   he   (Mr.  H.)   altogether  concurred   in 
it,  but  because  it  would  in  purt  cftect  the  object 
w^hich  he  had  in  view— delay  in  respect  to  this 
question  of  reprcMMitation.     His  impression ,  was 
that  no  conceivable  good  could  grow  out  of  its  dis* 
cussion  at  this  sta^e  of  the  busine-s  of  the  Conven- 
tion.    It  would  swallow  up  all  other  matters,  and 
the  Convention  would  not  take  one  forward  step 
from  the  time  it  was  taken  up,  until,  perhaps  it 
was  too  late  to  do  any  thing  m  the  way  of  form- 
ing a  constitution. 

But  hi!>  main  object  in  rising  was,  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  to  the  very  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Frederick,  (Mr.  'J'honias,)  whom  he 
(Mr.  B.)  regretted  not  to  see  in  his  seat.  That  gen- 
tleman in  endeavoring  to  eficci  a  postponement 
of  this  question  had  thought  proper,  in  the  cour.se 
of  his  remarks,  to  refer  to  the  neglect,  (for  the 
charge  amounted  to  that,)  on  the  part  of  the  Con- 
vention to  do  the  work  which  the  Convention  had 
a«>sembled  here  to  do.  In  other  words,  the  Con- 
vention had,  to  u^e  the  ji^entlcmau^s  own  emphasis- 


ed and  expressive  language,  been  here  "ei^hi  long 
tedious  weeks," — and,  done  noUiing.  Sir,  con- 
tinued Mr.  B.,  we  have  been  here  twelve  long,  te- 
dious weeks  and  done  niucft,  and  1  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen who  have  been  here  with  us  week  alter 
week  and  month  after  month,  steadily  discharg- 
ing the  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  us,  to 
bear  me  witness  when  I  say  tliat  wo  haci  done 
much.  These  statements  thus  made  here,  echoed 
by  the  people  and  published  by  the  newspapers, 
are  doing  this  Convention  cs^ential  and  seriom 
wrong.  Talk  only — debate  only — nothing  more 
than  that !  By  what  warrant  does  tlie  gentleman 
say  it  ?  Has  he  been  here  ?  H  as  he  been  amongst 
us?  Is/ienow  with  us?  How  does  ht  know 
that  the  whole  time  of  this  bod^  has  been  passed 
away  in  mere  talk  r  I  point  him  to  the  works 
which  have  been  done  here,  and  then  let  him  an- 
swer to  his  constituents  and  to  mine,  and  say, 
whether  these  works  are  not  extiemeJy  import- 
ant. 

Mr.  B.,  to  sustain  this  position,  recapitulated 
the  various  measures  which  had  l)een  prepared 
for  the  action  of  the  Convention,  and  asked,  by 
what  right  the  gentleman  took  his  seat  here,  and 
before  the  people  of  the  State,  told  this  Conren- 
tion  that  they  had  been  here  all  the  time  doing 
iiothing^that  they  were  false  to  their  dutv  and 
faithless  to  their  trust'  He  [Mr.  B.]  would  sub- 
mit to  such  a  charge  from  no  man.  He  had 
given  up  home,  occupation,  interest,  every  thing 
to  the  service  of  the  State ;  and  having  done  to, 
he  was  to  be  told  that  he  was  reckless  of  bis  duty 
and  false  lo  his  trust. 

He  had  now  a  w(»rd  to  say  to  his  excellent 
friend  from  Kent,  [Mr.  Chambers]  whom  be,  [Mr. 
B.,]  confessed  he  ap|>roached  with  proper 
caution  ;  for  that  gentleman,  when  he  under- 
tr>ok  to  do  execution  upon  those  who  might  be 
so  unfortunate  us  to  invoke  his  wrath,  did  not 
kill  them  with  the  stroke  of  a  cleaver  or  a  broad- 
axe,  but  put  them  to  death  in  the  most  delicate 
manner,  by  piercing  them  through  and  through 
with  a  well-polished  small-sword. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  remarks 
made  by  Mr.  Chambers  on  a  former  day,  in  which 
the  latter  gentleman  had  called   upon   the  Con- 
vention to  meet  this  question  of  representation, 
and  had  declared  that  it  was  not  to  be  "  shyed"— 
as  if,  [Mr.  B.  said,]  we  were  running  away  fron 
it.     He  was  actuated  by  the  kindest  feelings  to- 
wards the  gentleman,  |^^\1r.  Chambers,]  because 
he  was  the  first  man  who  had  made  a  report  in 
part,  and  upon  which  the  Convention  had  been 
zealously  and  laboriously  engaged  week   after 
week.    And  now  that  they  were  ready  to  act 
upon  that  question,  another   exciting    subject 
came   in,  and  all  that  had  been  done  was  to  go 
for  naught.  He,  [Mr.  B.,]  had  desired  to  aid  thai 
gentleman  who  had  hewn  out  and  polished  the 
first  block  upon  which  was  to  rest  the  glorious 
fabric  of  the  Constitution.   He,  [Mr.  B-,]  did  not 
wish  to  see  it  cast  aside — ho  wanted  to  protect  the 
gentleman  against  himself— he  desired  that  hii 
work  should  be  made  perfect.  The  original  report 
of  his  honorable  friend  was  in  itself  of  the  highest 
importance,  and  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arun- 
del, [Mr.  Uorsey,]  not  satishcd  with  what  had 
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leeo  doMi  came  in  and  by  the  side  of  it,  piled  up  |  man  from  his  embarrassment.  Certainly,  I 
imendment  ypon  amendment,  until  his Ossa  stood  !  never  would  have  made  the  motion  to  lay  on 
Mike  a  wart,*'  wholly  overwhelmed.  And  while  |  the  tabic,  had  1  known  that  the  gentleman  from 
■hia  was  goin^  on,  before  any  final  action  could  !  Kent,  [Mr.  Chambers  ]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 
>e  taken,  pruto,  [b.s  the  n;cntleni:in  from  Caroline,  i  Mr.  CuAMncas  thereupon  took  the  floor  and 
Vlr.  Stewart,  would  say.]  in  came  a  new  subject, !  said  : 

imi  the  Convention  wa<<  turned  entirely  into  a  i  When  the  Ifou«e  adjourned  he  had  not  intend- 
lew  track.  This  he  [Mr.  B.]  was  desirous  to  \  cd  to  occupy  ten  minuies  more  of  its  time.  He 
iToid.  I  was  quite  inclined  to  gratify  the  sugf^estion  made 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  remarks  made!  ^y>J»cpcnllenian  from  Frederick,  to  have  this 


m  a  previous  day  by  his  friend  from  St.  Mary*<<, 
Mr.  Blakistone,]  when,  in  alternate  tones  uf  the 
oftest persuasion  and  Ihc  loftie>t  command — that 
leoUeman  had  suninioiied  thr  members  of  thci 
kmventicm  to  the  diseiiurgc  of  their  duty.  Mr. 
I.  reminded  him  that  the  inotion  to  postpone  the 
epreaentation  question  to  the  lath  of  February, 


debate  continued  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
have  every  gentleman  to  submit  his  plan  and  en- 
able uti  to  select  some  one,  or  compound  one  out 
of  the  mess.  He  would,  however,  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  to  add  a  word  in  vindication 
of  his  amendment. 
The  idea  of  £:iving  to  Baltimore  a  representation 


id  not  come  from   his,  [Mr.  UuchananV,]  nde    ^qwai  to  the  larRcst  county,  did  not  originate  with 
f  the  House,  and  admonished  him  that  he  should  I  *»in»-    The   reform  commillte  and   the  reform 

legislature  ot    lKi6,  adopted  it,  recommended  it 
to  the  good  people  of  the  iState,  who  confirmed 


le  careful  how  he  asvai'.ed  others,  lot,  as  hi  this 
oatance,  the  arrow  should  f:>ll  upon  his  own 
lOttse,  and  hit  his  own  brethren. 


it  by  thciriepresentation   in    1837.     It  was  the 


He,  [Mr  Buchanan]  .le.irc.l  .lelav,  bccusc  l.c  !  *«""'  "^r      f„  .  .r!;i  1-^  M.i^™  ii.  '  n  » 
bought  it  would  ultimaloiy  rcMilt  in  expeditioi..  ,  ?*"  "'""T  *,°J  l"r?„™.'L.^"'T  1, 

le  Mlled  attentiuii  lo  articles  in  the  mori.inR  '  ",'""•"'  "^•''*  "»>'ge»tj°""«y-  H  »a» a  reason- 
.pen,  Mkin?  whether  llie  Convention  had  jet  »>>>«  7"'P>-<>n««e.  It  wa,  known  that  »,om  the 
oSe  any  work.  He  was  doin.us  to  hohl  up  to  f "'>  ''»>'  "' '''« *=°'°"^8:'»'™n.enttl,e counties 
iwa  the  handiworli  of  the  adiniraUlo  ortificer  '"'"' '^•'", ''r''.^^''^'*^.  '  ?■  /'".^^'^'k'""' 
rom  Kent.  [Mr.  Chambers  ]  For  his  own  part,  i  P:^f?\f  ""?  ""  'r",,''"' '."="', "!'"'""'  **•?  ''^f" 
e,[Mr.B:]  had  been   almist  stationery   hert>     '^""''^''''y  "«'  "f^r"")- .attended  to;  pracl.ra  y, 

leWnded  to  remain  so  until  the  w.,rk  ^^s   ""^^y '*•"'«  *^';''*/.  *'"'""'"  ""r''"'"*  °^V.'" 
erformed  -or   nearly    -<>,  a.id   he  i.r.,tested   Bovernmrnt     U  it  the  large  roun.es  and  Balu- 
.    "r        .  J.  ■  1     1^     1    4  I-      .      I  more  dejsircd  t(i  have  more  political  power,  or  at 

ntnat  any  individual  undertakini;  to  denounce    i;  r.-     i    n*  -  i  .1    *^ "  ■ 

K  --  A^J^u^*  #«  k;  .!..♦«  «,.  o  .  «..«  «.i.«  I  «  1 1  *cast,  more  political  offices,  and  the  compromise 
im  aa  derelict  to  n is  duty,  or  as  one  who  had  •     '.        u-  u   «i  ^        n  f*      _ 

one  nothing.  He  would  o  .ly  sav,  in  conclusion,  *»»  "«"*';  ''^  "•'"^t  "'*  """"  T"  T" 
l.the  would  vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  irr'>  "''""='"'   '""''"  con.par.l.ve   numbers 

entleman  from  Kent,  [and  no  oiio. could   ever  ill"r/'^'T.!L..o  «riQin  «,oo  «™o.i- •».«  k».;.  »r«K» 

-.«  ...^..^.^  4i..*«  K«  /  \i^   11  \«.«..i  t  «,.!-    *i  —  V  riio  cen«us  or  1840  was  made  the  basis  of  the 

mve  supposed  that  he,( Mr  i>.) would  vote  other*  i»    .     «•    .        »     r  .1      ....  ^u^.  ^r  ..^.>„>  « 

a—  1  J1}a  ;-.  4-^^^,  «f  it  ^ . . .  Ji.  „. .    r  4i  -.  hrst  adiustiiient  of  the   number  of  representa- 

SSi^rOnJn  Vnn^  tives  to  the  cou.ities  respeclively,  and   it  was   to 

kmn  from  Queen  Anne.    .Mr.  bpcnccr-l  ^^  Uiereafter  altered  and  made  to  conform  to  the 

Mr.  SrsNCBR  obtained  the  floor.  population  ascertained  by  every  necond  census 

Mr.  Bbll  interposed  with  the  remark,  that  his  thereafter,  but  the  same   principle  was  solemnly 

bjactinmakinffthemolion  to  lay  the  subject  atrrced  on,  as  the  mode  of  adjustment.     JJalti- 


n  the  table,  had  been  to  avoid  the  very  di^eua- 
ion  into  which  the  Convention  wa<  now  goin;:. 

Mr.  SRvcer.    The  floor  was  assiivned  to  me. 


niorc  was  still  to  be  equal  to  the  largest  county  in 
the  number  of  her  representatives.  The  first 
census,  therefore,  which  was  to  occasion  a  re- 
not disposed  to  throw  any  impediment  in  ■  adjustment  was  that  of  IffiO,  butnow  in  IS'tO,  be 
le  iray  of  the  gentleman.  Hut  1  stated  on  Sa-  foretherevolutionofouc-haif  of  the  period  which 
liday  last,  that  1  desired  to  hear  from  the  gen-  ■  is  to  bring  IbS'i  into  being,  this  compromise  is 
eman  from  Kent,  [Mr.  Cliami)er:i,]  the  reasons  disregarded,  and  the  diminished  small  counties 
IT  tbe  proposition  he  had  siibniilicd,  in  order  '  must  again  submit  to  he  shorn  of  a  portion  of 
lai  1  mi^t  have  an  opfK>rtunity  to  reply.  I  rise  ;  their  reduced  power,  and  Baltimore  is  no  longer 
ow  for  the  purpose  of  redeeniing  ihe  pledge  to  be  kept  equal  to  the  largest  county,  but,  aa 
'hicli  I  then  gave.  '  some  of  her  divided  delegation  on  this  floor  claim, 

Tlie  pRBsiDENT  interposed  and  stated  that '  i?«  to  have  a  number  of  delegates  in  exact  pro- 
rheo  the  order  was  announced,  the  fact '  portion  to  her  numbers — that  is  to  say,  Baltimore 
id  for  tbe  moment  escaped  bin  attention,  that,  at  ■  i»  to  have  thirty-three  mcnibers  of  the  House  of 
le  tine  of  adiouminent  on  Ssulurday,  the  gen-  ,  Delegates,  while  Kent  county  has  two.  To  deny 
eman  from  Kent,  [Mr.  (-hambers,]  had  the  '  tlie  policy  and  expediency  ot  this,  was  charged 
oor,  was  addressing  the  Convention,  and  yielded  '  upon  him  as  a  great  heresy.  He  did  not  refer 
ir  a  motion  to  adjourn.  '  to  the  abusive  newspapers,  to   which  his  friend 

Mr.  BccHAN'AK.  I  bej;  the  >;entli'nian,  [Mr.  from  Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  riueha(inn,)had  al- 
hambers,]  ten  thousand  paidons.  hut   my  word    luded.     He  regictted  being  obliged  to  say,  that 

pledged  to  renew  the  nnniuii  of  the  gentleman  '  nome  ofthese  could  not  bn  touched  without  cfcfil- 
om  Alleghany,  [Mr.  Fitzpntrirli,]  for  iipun  that '  ing  a  irentlemanN  hands,  nor  their  language  re- 
iedge  alone  it  was  thai  I  obhiincd  the  floor.         j  peated  without  polluting  his  lips. 

Mr.  FiTZPATRicK.    I  will  rcleavc  the  gentle- 1     His  opinions  had  been    assailed  frtiu  h  gher 
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sources.  He  had  been  supposed  to  impute  an  f  we  depart  from  the  purpose  contemplated,  we 
especial  degree  of  corruption  to  the  city  of  Balti-  shall  be  greatly  delayed  in  our  proceedinga.  He 
more.    He  never  had  said  one  word  lilce  it    Ho    had,  therefore,  moved  that  the  report  be  re-com- 


regarded  Baltimore  precisely  as  he  did  other  ci- 
ties. Certainly  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Jeflfemon 
that  the  country  air,  country  occupation  and 
country  associations,  are  at  least  equally  conge 


mitted  to  tlie  Committee.  That  proposition  had 
been  rejected.  He  then  moved  to  re-commIt  it 
**  with  instructions  to  report  a  basu  of  repre»eD- 
tation  on  some  fair  principle  of  comproiniatf.  *' 


nial  to  the  growth  of  pure  morals  and  patriotism,  To  this,  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Cham 
but  he  was  willing  to  concede  to  Baltimore,  as  bcrs,)  offered  the  following  as  an  amendment : 
much  of  both  as  to  other  ciUes.  .» In  such  manner,  that  the  city  of  Baltimore 
Yet  did  we  not  all  know  the  power  of  concen-  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  number  of  rrpreseo- 
tration?  It  is  as  operative  in  the  political  as  in  tatives  in  the  House  of  Delegates  as  may  be  al- 
the  physical  woria— it  operates  every  where,  lowed  to  the  largest  county  in  the  State.*' 
What  is  the  mighty  torrent  that  sweeps  before  That  honorable  member  had  given  to  the  Con- 
it  every  opposing  barrier  ?  It  is  but  theaggre-  vention  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  offer 
gallon  of  drops.  There  were  some  farmers  who  an  amendment  which  entirely  excludes  the  city 
heard  him  ;  they  know  how  elFectually  a  few  in-  of  Baltimore  from  all  participation  in  the  com- 
dividuals  acting  in  concert  could  operate.  The  promise  of  this  agiiating  and  exciting  questioo. 
few  millers  and  grain  buyers  in  Uic  city  could  do  ^^^  Chambers  explained  his  amendment 
more  to  effect  the  market  tlian  all  the  farmers  in  ..  ^  .  rr>i.  i 
the  country,simpIy  because  they  could  cottibine,  ,  Mr.  Spencer  resumed.  The  gentleman  wu 
while  Uiese  acted  separately,  in  atoms.  Every  from  one  of  llic  smaller  counties,  and  hiavoiee 
body  knew  the  superior  power  of  a  few  discipiin-  *»ad  announced  that  the  largest  portion  of  tlie 
ed  soldiers  over  a  dispersed  mass  of  men  with  no  State,  in  numbers  and  in  wealth,  m  the  adjust- 
organization  or  concert.  "n^*"^  o'  ^  question  so  vital  as  the  one  under  coo- 
r,  4 .  ^  .j^  ,. .  „  ...  ,  .  .  .  ,  .  sideration,  was  not  to  be  heard.  The  counties 
But  beside*  this.  Bait  more  had  an  interest  in  ^  ^  fountains  to  the  sta  were  to  eompo- 
every  coun  y  in  the  State.  It  was  the  centre  of  j^  jhi.  matter,  and  ihen  arbitrarily  My  to  £j- 
buainess-tlie  heart  of  our  trade  and  commerce.  ti„„  ..  „^  „,[,  ^„„^  ^,,„t  we  choow  uA 
and  lU  pulsations  were  felt  through  e»cry  ar  ery.  „„  ^„;^  ..  „  j^,^  SpLscm,  was  also  from  • 
tendon,  muse  c  and  nerve,  of  the  whole  body  of  ,„,„„  „„untv.  contiguous  to  tiie  county  of  the 
tlie  people  bhe  had  never  earnestly  desired  any  g„„ii„„„n  i„d  ;„  Espouse,  he  desired  to  say. 
thing  without  getting  it.  Delegates  fiom  all  §,^i  ,,^  ^,^  f„,  compromising  with  each  and  t^ 
parte  of  the  State  were  to  some  extent,  delegates  ;„„  „f  i,,^  g»;,^  Jfl^  ^-^  „„,  ^  ^, 
ror  the  city.  1  o  ask  for  a  representation  then  ,f,c*exclu5ioii  of  the  other  ;  but  with  each  and  alL 
rateably,  one  for  every  hve.  SIX  or  seven  thou-  s■^^  ^,  Baltimore  was-a  large  and  inciea- 
sand,  IS  Idle.  No  one  here  can  expect  it.  Even  ^j,  ^^^  j^  ^  g^,„  state-self-defenee 
the  gentleman  from  Jrederick,  (Mr.  Thoma!.,)  made  it  necessary  for  the  counties  to  resist  re- 
proposes  a  limitation  II,  the  way  of  e,,ual  dis-  presentation  based  on  population  exclusively.  But 
Uicts-a  limitation  as  he,  (Mr.  T.,)  regards  it,  ^  ^^.  .  ^  ^^^^  Ualliiuore,  who  claiius  &.  lbs 
not  as  regarded  by  him,  (>lr.  C.)  Why  then  .  ^  compromised  with  her,  aod  n 
washelew  orthodox  than  otners,  who  were  al.  L  as  can  he  done,  an  equivalent  ought  to  be 

lowed  to  be  good  reformers,  yet  insisted  on  a  „•,„„„  ,„  i,._  '  " 

•  ■     *.  3  1^1  Veil  lO  iicr. 

ol         ui         «i  *        u    •*   .u  •  I        He  deprecated  delay.     He  knew  that  efforli 

To  enable  gentlemen  to  submit  their  several  ^ere  being  made  to  render  this  Cnnventionodiow. 

views,  and  hus  place  the  House  in  a  condition  ^„j  j,^  ^^^^  „^  j^,,^,^  -^  ^,,^  resolutions.^  rtM- 

to  «ct  intelligently,  and  also  to  prat ify  a  request  ed  by  the  committee,  were  parsed  wiibut  wy 

made  by  a  gentleman    from    Frederick      Mr.  .jualification,  thry  would  tenA  to  produce  popultf 

Johnson,)  he  would  conclude  by  iiiovirig  that   he  Excitement.     There  are  two  great  partie;£ei«; 

House  now  resolve  itself  into  a  commitiee  of  the  ^^^   reprcenling  the  interest  of  Baltimore ;  ths 

^  I,    \,  ....  ...  other,  the  snmller  counties.    Every  candid  mind 

Mr.  Spekcer  said  the  committee  on  represen-  ^...i^amit  that  neither  extreme  will  pievall. 

tation  had  reported  to  the  Convention  on  the  11th  „j,  propor,.ii<,n  would  show  tliat  there  existed  ii 

ol  uecemner,  jl,j^  ^^^^  j^  5pjj.jj  ^f  compromise  under  which  «■ 

1st,  "  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  regard  federal  could  all  fraternize,  and  the  question  b«  settled 

numbers  in  fixing  the  estimates  and  basis  of  rep-  >vith  harmony, 
reicntation  in  the  House  of  Delegates;'*  and,  To  his  regiet,  the  gentleman  from  Kent, had 

2iid.  '♦That  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  a  princi-  offered    his    amendment,  which,  while  we  ait 

pic  of   representation   ba.-cd   exclusively   upon  striving  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  concession  aid 

popular  numbers,  in  organizing  the  Hou^eof  Dele-  concord,  thrown  Baltimoic  off  altogether.    Hii 

gates  or  the  Senate."  objection  to  giving  her  a  representation  greittf 

He  had  grcut  objection  to  receiving  such  a  re-  than  the  largest  county,  h  on  account  of  her 

port.     It  wus  not  consistent  with   the   duty   for  concentrated  position.     We  must  all  admit  lbs 

which  the  committee  wa.s  appointed.     It  wu-*  the  commanding   pohiiiori   which  her   concentrttsd 

purpose  and  design  of  thi!»  Convention,  in  appoint-  power  gives  htr,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  let  tit 

ing  tlie  committees,  to  expedite  its  business  by  smaller  counties   be  over-i  idden   by  that  gitil 

leporLs  in  full  from  them,  in  the  form  of  articles  city.     But  at  the  same  time  it  is  right  to  saj,tliit 

to  be  incorporated  in  the  Conatitution.    And  if  whilst  we  withhold  from  her  the  application  tf  J- 
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the  gnat  princijile  of  popular  represenUtioD,  ow- 
ing to  her  peculiar  position  to  the  countiei,  as 
far  aa  we  can  ffo,  we  will  go,  injielding  to  heran 
equiTalent.  What  that  is  to  he,  must  depend  up- 
on the  eompromine  which  must  take  place. 

Paaitbe  amendment  of  the  frentfemen  from 
Kent,  and  carry  it  out,  and  you  had  better  adjourn 
at  once.  The  Constitution  which  we  may  adopt 
has  to  be  ratified  by-  the  people.  If  you  »et  Bal- 
timore against  it,  what  pros()ect  of  ratification  is 
there.  It  ia  too  important  an  interest  to  be  over- 
looked. It  ia  entitled  to  the  hiG:hrst  respect,  and 
demands  our  serious  consideration.  VVe  must 
nol  neglect  it.  If  you  pass  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman,  and  »ay  to  her,  that  she  is 
not  to  be  heard  in  this  compromise,  her  entire 
weight  will  be  put  in  oppoi^ition  to  your  Consti- 
tutioo.  And  so,  in  the  same  spirit,  he  said  to  the 
gentlemen  from  Baltimore,  and  the  larger  coun- 
ties, if  you  adopt  ttie  rule  of  representation 
according  to  population,  and  attempt  to  force  it, 
on  the  smaller  counties,  then  you  will  array 
Ihem  against  our  proceedings,  and  raise,  in  them, 
one  united  army  of  opposition,  who  will  stop  at 
no  point  short  of  a  total  overthrow  of  the  Con- 
stitation,  which  we  may  recommend.  I  appeal 
then  to  the  rtformen  in  this  House,  who  arc  truly 
desirous  to  get  rid  of  the  abuses  and  inconve- 
niencea  of  Uie  old  Constitution,  and  to  adopt  one 
in  conformity  with  the  progressive  spirit  of  the 
age,  and  which  will  give  to  you  a  more  economi- 
ealv  a  better,  and  a  purer  government,  to  vote 
down  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kent,  and  unite  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation.  Let 
it  go  forth  from  these  flails,  that  wc  will  fra- 
terniae  on  this  great  question,  and  we  will  still 
the  storm  of  passion,  and  prepare  the  public 
mind  to  accept  with  favor  the  work  of  our 
kanda. 

The  gentleman  from  Kent,  is  further  opposed 
to  extending  the  compromise  to  Baltimore,  be- 
cause the  original  Constitution  fiacd  a  ratio  of 
repreaentation  which  was  just,  and  which,  by 
auosequent  compromises,  has  tended  to  the  in- 
jury of  the  countief . 

The  gentleman  can  find  nothing  to  sustain  him, 
in  the  ratio  of  repreHcntation,  as  adopted  in  our 
Gsnatitution  of  seventy-six.  At  that  time,  we 
had  no  large  city  within  our  limits.  The  coun- 
tiea,  which  now  constitute  the  Mmaller  counties, 
weie  Uien  the  Important  sections  of  the  State, 
and  very  much  equal ;  and  tlicre  were  several 
commercial  points  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  of  far 
greater  magnitude  than  Baltimore  town,  as  it 
waa  then  known.  Besides,  our  government  was 
then  one  of  experiment,  and  framed  in  the  very 
midatof  war.  The  gallant  spirits  who  framed 
it,  are  entitled  to  our  highest  praise,  and  f  hould 
ever  be  remembered  with  tearn  of  gratitude  and 
imiles  of  admiration.  Under  the  circumstances 
which  gave  it  birth,  it  was  admirably  suited  to 
the  crnia,  but  still  it  was  imperfect,  neceitsarily 
imperfect.  The  defects  roon  became  manifest, 
and  firom  that  time  to  the  present,  have  been  un- 
dergoing changes.  It  is  unnece«isary  to  enume- 
nie  them  all.  But  he  might  ask,  what  were  the 
itfCrietions  on  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  on  pub- 
lic officers,  from  a  Sheriif  to  a  Governor?    A 


property  qualification  was  essential  in  every 
case.  Again ;  how  imperfect  was  our  Judiciary 
system,  and  the  mode  of  appointing  the  Go- 
vernor? Time  has  corrected  many  of  the 
evils,  and  this  Convention  has  met  to  correct  thtm 
all.  And  yet  the  gentleman  refers  to  that  C6n- 
stitution  as  his  guide,  on  this  great  question.  He 
could  not  consent  to  do  so. 

The  gentleman  said  tliat  Baltimore  had  got 
all  she  claimed;  had  fixed  the  public  taxes  upon 
us,  and  was  now  anxious  to  throw  off  her  share 
of  them.  He  thought  this  was  unjust.  Balti- 
more was  not  alone  responsible  for  the  system  of 
internal  improvements  and  the  public  debt.  The 
Potomac  and  the  Chesapeake  counties,  had  their 
share  of  the  reproach.  In  the  Potomac  counties 
the  strongest  champions  of  the  system  were  to  be 
found  Nor  was  there  any  deficiency  on  tlie 
Kastem  Shore.  It  was  made  a  question,  in  his, 
(Queen  Anne*^)  county.  He  had  canvassed  every 
part  of  it  in  opposition  to  the  system,  not  as  a 
candidate,  but  as  one  of  the  people.  He  had 
predicted  what  would  be  tlie  result,  and  that 
every  species  of  property,  would  be  taxed  to  pay 
for  the  system.  But  the  people  sustained  it  and 
went  tor  tlie  measure,  as  they  did  in  other 
counties  on  that  shore.  Let  no  unjust  censure 
tlien  be  imposed  on  Baltimore  for  this  measure, 
and  remember  too,  that  one  of  the  great  public 
works  of  the  State— the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal — is  antagonist,  in  every  respect  to  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  always  was.  Its  outlet  is  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  where  all  its  commerce 
must  find  its  way.  And  this  is  the  great  work 
of  the  State,  from  which  the  people  were  led  to 
expect  such  rich  returns  and  so  golden  a  harvest. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  realized,  though  tlie  hope 
has  been  long  deferred. 

We  should  have  no  unkind  feelings  towards 
the  city  of  Baltimore.  It  was  the  heart  of  the 
Sute,  diffusing  vigor  into  every  part.  Into  her 
was  pouring  the  wealth  of  other  States,  and  other 
counties.  We  furni^^hed  her  wiUi  the  rich  and 
varied  products  of  our  fertile  lands,  whilst  she 
furnished  us  in  return  witli  her  comforts  and 
luxuries.  Let  us  then  forget  all  sectional  dis- 
cord and  meet  on  common  ground,  in  a  spirit  of 
just  and  honorable  concession,  each  to  the  other. 
Whilst  we  say  to  Baltimore,  we  cannot  give  you 
a  representation  to  which  you  would  be  entitled 
on  the  basis  of  population,  because  to  do  this 
would  confer  on  you  the  means  of  abiiorbing  all 
the  political  influence  of  the  State,  yet  we  are 
wiUmg  to  yield  you  an  equivalent,  one  which 
will  make  you  stronger  than  you  now  are,  and  as 
far  as  possible  balance  the  power  in  the  State, 
without  detriment  to  any. 

Mr.  NciLL  suggested  to  Mr.  Ciiambrkk,  of 
Kent,  so  to  mtxlify  his  amendment  as  to  add  the 
word;<,  ^*and  that  representation  in  the  counties 
shull  be  according  to  population.** 

Mr.  CiiAMBEas  declined,  remarking  that  the 
gentleman  could  oflur  his  amendment  as  a  sepa- 
rate proposition. 

Mr.  ^l  KILL  supposed  it  would  not  be  in  order 
for  him  now  to  do  so. 

The  President,  [Mr.  Ricaud,pro  /f»i,l  said  it 
would  not  be  in  order. 


Mr.  NBiLLSBidheahouldlhenrMlhimscircen- 
■tnioed.  if  the  imendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kent,  [Mr.  Chamben,]  ihould  be  brought 
to  a  direct  quealion,  to  Tole  against  il. 

Mr.  NaiLi.  fell  liimself  compelled,  under  the 
circunutaiices,  to  vole  against  the  proposition  uf 
the  gentleman  tiiim  Kent.  As  one  of  the  rcpre- 
■entitivts  uf  Frederick  county,  tie  o&s  not  dia- 
poted  to  give  Dn  Hi  more  more  represenlutiTcs 
than  she  wasjuati]'  entitled  to.  lie  was  prepared 
to  increnno  the  repreivnlalionof  the  (argent  coun- 
ties in  prouorlion  lu  the  incrvue  of  their  popula- 
lioD  as  einibitcd  by  the  new  ceniius.  Tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Kent  tiad  declined  to  modify  his 
proposition,  and  he,  [Mr.  N  ]  could  not  vole  for 
It  as  now  presented.  He  thought  il  objectionable 
that  tlie  coinmillee  should  coine  before  the 
Haute  with  theae  isolated  propositions,  instead 
of  bringing  forwarl  some  general  proposition, 
The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent 
was  calculated  to  win  the  large  counties;  tut 
surh  isolated  proposiiiuns  did  not  embody  Die 
general  sentiiaeiit  ofthe  State.  He  w»s  there- 
lore  compelled  to  give  bis  TOte  against  il. 

Mr.  CuAMBERt  could  not  auree  witli  the  gen- 
tleman from  Washington,  (.Mr.  Neill,)  whose 
propoeition  related  to  a  subject  not  at  all  mvolved 
in  the  amendment  now  Iwfore  us  and  in  regard 
to  which  not  a  word  of  diseu^iiiun  had  been  had. 

He  certainly  understood  hu  amendment  as  the 
precise  priucipio  of  llie  VVashingtoii  county  plat- 
Ibrm.  It  looked  to  no  particular  limitation  of 
number  for  the  lacker  countii^s,  nor  to  an;  prin- 
ciple on  which  llicse  numbers  were  to  be  based, 
bill  solely  to  Die  equality  io  the  delegation  uf  the 
largest  connly  and  the  city.  If  one  was  increas- 
ed, the  otticr  would  be,  and  there  was  nothing 


tioni  from  tlie  Committee  contained  two  KfUt 
general  principles,  uliile  the  amendment  of  lb( 
gentleman  from  Kent  ii>  confined  to  a  aingla  pro- 
noiition  ;  and  if  it  sIjduM  be  ndoptpd,  what  wotdd 
have  been  elTecled  lif  its  adoption  >  He  conclu- 
ded with  protesting  against  any  further  waale  of 
time  1  he  was  dosirou)i  to  make  a  Conititutkn— 
to  go  home  and  to  save  tlic  money  of  the  psopta. 

Mr>  Chamkehs  now  renewed  Die  motion  thai 
the  Conveiiliou  resolve  itMlf  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  for  the  pui'pow  ul  taking  up  the  aub- 
ject. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  point  of  or- 
der, between  Messrs.  Bucraham,  CHaHBiai, 
jEHircK  ami  tlie  Prehidsht. 

After  which, 

Mr.  Broun  eii(|iiirednf  the  Chair,  whether  a 
motion  to  lay  the  proposiliim  on  llie  table  wasia 
order,  pending  a  iiioliou  to  go  into  ccimmittea  > 

The  PacsiDtiHT  stated  Uiai  that  motion  was  io 
order,  and  wiiuld  tuke  precedence  over  the  mo- 
tion to  go  into  coniinillee. 

Mr.  ItnowK  moved  that  the  whole  Hlbject  b« 
laid  on  the  tabic,  and  asked  the  yeas  aikd  Days, 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.   HiHBiKE    wai   proceeding   to   ^aak. 

The  pKEnuENT  interposed  and  raid  that  do 
debate  could  b«  eiitcrtaineil  uQ  a  motion  to  lay  en 
the  table. 

Mr.  HiaaiKE.  1  vrat  only  noing  to  rcmaik 
that  I  hoped  the  motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject 
on  the  table  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KiiapATiii'K.    Ax  1  hare  been  adveneil 
to,  I   should   like   to  explain  ihe  motion  that  I 
I  the    made,  and  1  hope  thai  llie  gentleman  from  C(r- 
countie*  or  against  it.  roll,  (Mr.  Brown,)  will  withdraw  his  molioa  lo 

Mr.  BaowM  withdrew  his  motion,    lie  was  of   enable  me  tu  do  so. 
opinion  that  whatever  via*  the  inli<ntinn  of  the       Mr.  Browk.    1   will   withdraw  for   tliit  pa^ 
gentlemuii  who  introduced  this  amendment,  the    pose. 

effect  would  be  to  array  Baltimore  city  against  Mr.  Fitipatbice  said,  he  wishodto  placeSim- 
the  counties,  or,  tice  rmo,  the  nounties  agamst  „ifrighi  i„  rofcrenro  lo  Ihe  motion  made  b; 
Baltimore.  He  believed  that  the  greatest  part  him,  lo  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  Uble.  Hs 
of  the  (telegatcs  fiom  Wctern  Marjiand  were  ^„  f„  rrombeing  opposed  to  alliorough  discm- 
commilleJ.  when  Ihej  eamo  here,  to  give  Balti-  ,io„  ofthisonestion,  orof  giving  his  .ol«  upoe 
more  a  representation  equal  to  the  largest  couii-  ,  j,.  ,^h,,„  n  should  come  up  in  some  diatinet  toi 
tics  of  the  State.  ,         „  laneible  form;  but  in  its  present  shape,  beinj  i 

Thoamendmenlorihe  gentleman  from  Kent  i  mere  Bbsiraet  proposition  from  which  do  prarti- 
tberefote  decided  nothing.  It  settled  nuprinciple  |(.a|n.m,it  wad  likelTlo  be  deduced,  he  tbou|hl 
but  IhatBalUmoro  shall  be  limited  in  the  number,  it  a  mere  waste  of  the  lime  of  the  Convenliiii 
of  her  delegates  to  tbe;represcnCationofllielarge»ti,„^„f,),(,  people.  Ho  wisbeil  the  mailer  sesl 
counties.  Horefoired  to  the  original  poeition  of.  back  to  the  committee  for  »ome  deGnita  spl 
the  counties,  and  askfd  if  it  was  intended  that  practical  report;  or  Uial  failing  to  agree  up«« 
they  should  be  kept  in  the  niirsenr  for  ever.  Ho  !  ,„.  i,,^  of  set! lenient,  they  might  be  diaehati- 
alluded  to  Ilie  Kvtiileen  who  had  voted  for  Ihe.cjbyihe  House.  He,  therefore,  raoTedtalsT 
basis  ofirapNlation,  and  slatwl  that  they  emboced  j  the  whole  suhjtrl  on  Ihe  Uble- 

11ie  question  then  b'iing  on  lite  motion  to  Uy 
the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 


«  than  half  the  re presei Italian  of  the  freemen 
ofthetitale.  If  Western  Maryland  did  not  ex- 
hibit some  energy,  and  throw  off  the  shackled 
which  bound  her,  he  should  lose  all  his  rewpoct 
for  her.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Kent 
wiiiild  not  consume  any  ni>ire  of  the  time  of  the 
a  by  discusiiing  ahslraetions.    The  propo- 


.l^niulivr— Messrs.  .Sellman,  Buchanan,  Bell, 
Welch,  Lloyd,  Dickinson.  Colston,  Miller,  K»- 
Lane,  Ijfienccr,  George,  Wrigbl,  ahriver,  Gsi- 
thei,  Biser,   AtiDao,   Suppinglon,    StaplwnMS  j' 
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>Ic Henry*  Magraw,  Neiion,  Tliawley,  Stewart 
of  CaroliDe,  Hardcaatle,  Stewart  of  Baltimore 
city.  Ware,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harblhc, 
Michael  Newcomer,  Brewer,  Weber,  Hollyday, 
Slieer,  Fitzpalrick,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey  and 
Brown— 39. 

AifttJire^Messra.  Chapman,  Prpi«ident,  Mo:  • 
gan,  Ulakistone,  Dent.  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lot, 
Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  VVelh.  Randall, 
Kent,  Jenifer,  John  Dennis,  James  U.  Dennis, 
Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Williams.  Ilickfi,  Hodsoii, 
Gddsburough,  Phelps,  Sprigg,  .McCubbin,  Di- 
rirk^oD,  >lcMaster,  Henrn,  Fooks,  Jacobs, 
Schley,  Fiery,  Waters  and  Smilh— 33. 

8o  the  whole  subject  wan  laid  on  the  tablf*. 

Mr.  SrsKCBR,  [to  the  President.)  V\hat  is 
the  next  order  of  the  day  ? 

The  President.  It  is  the  report  made  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  executive  dt- 
partment,  (Mr.  Grason.) 

Mr.  Spincer.  The  Chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee isi  not  now  in  the  city.  It  is  probable  he 
may  be  here  to-morrow.  1  move  that  iu»  consid- 
eration be  postponed,  and  that,  in  the  meantime, 
the  Convention  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  of  rights. 

Several  voices.  The  Chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee OD  the  bill  of  rights  (.VIr.  Dursey)  ii  also  ab- 
saot. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  tlie 
Convention  at  this  time. 


adoption  of  the  amendments  of  the  gentleman 
from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Randall,)  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Biltiniort*  city,  (Mr.  Brent.)  He 
(.Mr.  Blakistone ,)  thought  that  the  Convention 
must  he  satisfied  that  these  changes  did  not  affect 
the  good  which  •«iM*.nied  to  be  anticipated  from 
tlieir  adoption;  ht. cause,  under  the  construc- 
tion which  the  Chair  had  given  to  the  rule  as 
amended,  the  Convention  could  not  come  to  a  de- 
finite conclusion  upon  any  .subject,  if  a  minority 
was  disposed  to  prevent  it.  He  illustrated  iU 
operation.  Hi<  desire  was  that  the  rule  should 
be  so  amended  as  to  give  power  to  a  majority  at 
all  limes  to  come  to  :i  vote  upon  any  original  pro- 
position. He  thought  that  the  dUpatch  of  the 
public  business  would  be  frreatly  facilitated  by 
the  adoption  of  hisameiidiuent. 

Mr.  H.  thought  it  was  necessary  also,  to  re- 
store the  power  which  had  recently  bef*n  taken 
away,  to  call  the  yeas  and  nays  in  committee  of 
tlie  whole;  .so  as  to  frivv  gentlemen  an  opportu- 
nity to  spread  their  «ote<  before  their  constilu- 
entii  upon  every  important  proposition  which 
might  be  ufiercd  there. 

Mr.  UisKR  desired  to  abk  a  (|ue."tion  of  the 
Chair,  the  answer  to  which,  he  said,  would  con- 
trol his  vote.  It  wuH  thi^:  Was  it  in  order  to 
call  tlie  previous  qiifslion  at  any  stage  of  a  hill 
under  cousiderationr  .And,  if  su'^tained,  would  the 
Convention  he  brdiipjtit  without  further  debate, 
to  a  direct  vole  on  tlie  pro|>osi lion  and  the  amend- 


TUESDAY,  January  2?^,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Prayer  waimade  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gradff. 

A  quorum  being  present,  the  journal  of  yester- 
day was  read. 

THE   PREVIOUS   QUESTION',  &C. 


I 


The  Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at !  ments  pcniling.' 
eleven  o'clock.  I     fhcPRKMnKM  rotated  that,in  his  judgment,  the 

j  previous!  qiiesthin,  under  the  rule  as  it  now  stood, 
would  apply  to  the  pending  matter,  whether  it 
I  was  an  amendmeiit  or  the  whole  bill  But  the 
moment  the  previous  question  was  taken  upon 
the  question  then  under  consideration,  the  pre- 
vious que*>tion  was  exhausted. 

After  some  explanation  between  Mr.   Biser 
and  the  Prksident,  on  the  point  of  order, 

Mr.  KiscR  said  he  should  vote  for  rescinding 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Brekt,  of  Baltimore  city,  replied  briefly 
-  to  Mr.  Blakistone,  and  in  defence  of  the  amend- 
Mr.  Blaristone,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  !  ment  adopted  on  his,   (Mr.   Brent*s,)   motion. 
had  yesterday  given,  moved  to  strike  out  the  17th  ;  After  alluding  to  the  tendency  manifested  by 
ruJe  of  the  Convention,  and  substitute  in  lieu  of  .  the  Convention  towards  a  constant  change  of 
it  the  following:  rules,  he  submitted  that  no  evidence  had  been 

*'The  previous  question  shall  be  always  in  or-  affonled  of  a  dis|iosition  on  the  part  of  a  minority 
der  in  Convention,  if  seconded  by  a  majority,  -  of  the  Convention  to  otreraniendments,frivolously 
and  until  decided,  shall  preclude  all  further  and  wantonly,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  delay, 
Amendment  and  debate,  and  shall  be  in  this  form:  and  until  heshouhl  see  such  a  spirit  manifested 
'^hall  the  main  question  be  now  put?"  when  on  here,  lie  was  not  inclined  to  favor  any  further 
taking  the  previous  question  the  Convention  shall  change,  lie  denied  that  the  least  inconvenience 
decide  that  the  same  shall  not  now  be  put,  the  had  as  yet  resulted  from  tlie  amendment.  He 
main  question  shall  be  still  under  consideration,  disputed  the  correctness  of  the  operation  of  the 
and  if  the  previous  question  is  sustained,  the  rule  as  illustrated  by  Mr.  Blakistone,  and  thought 
main  question  shall  be  on  the  adoption  of  the  it  was  a  retlection  upon  the  Convention,  to  sup- 
propotition    under  consideration,  and    in  cases    pose  that  a  minority  would  trille  with  the  time  of 


quite  speculativi 

Mr.  B.  in  support  of  his  motion,  referred  the  remedy  when  tlie  evil  was  known  to  exist. 
to  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  the  rule  As  to  the  defect  in  the  twenty-ninth  rule,  Mr. 
which  regulates  the  previous  question,  by  the    B.  read  an  amendment  which  be  intimated,  would 
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perhftps,  obTiate  the  difficulty,  and  he  explained 
its  purport. 

Mr.  BiSBR  with  a  Tiew  to  allow  an  opportunity 
of  testing  the  practical  operation  of  ttie  existing 
rule,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the 
table,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request 
of— 

Mr.  Blakistone,  who  replied  to  Mr.  Brent. 

After  some  further  remarks  fiom  Mr.  Brent, 

The  motion  to  lay  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Blakistcvb,  on  the  table,  was  renewed,  and  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — aycH  40,  noes  30. 

So  the  proposition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  LEGISLATIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Presstmak,  from  the  committee  on  the 
legislative  department,  submitted  the  following 
additional  provisions: 

'*No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt. 

"The  f^gislatnre  shall  not  pass  any  law  abol- 
ishing the  relation  of  master  and  slave,  as  it  now 
exists  in  this  State. 

**That  the  Legislature  at  its  first  session  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  shall  appoint 
one  Commissioner  to  revise,  digCKt  and  arrange 
the  statute  laws  of  the  State,  civil  and  criminal, 
and  one  commissioner  to  revise,  simplify  and 
abridge  the  rulc*s  and  practice,  pleadings,  forms 
and  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  record  of  this 
State. 

"The  Legislature  shall  have  power  to  protect 
by  law  from  forced  sale,  a  certain  portion  of  the 
property  of  all  heads  of  faioiiios. 

"Taxation  shall  be  equal  and  uniform  through- 
out the  St.ite." 

Mr.  P.  repeated  the  statement  which  had  been 
made  on  a  former  day  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Legislative  Department  of  the 
Government,  (Mr.  Johnson)  that  it  was  under- 
fftootl  that  no  member  of  the  committee  was  in 
any  way  bound  to  adhere  to  the  provisions  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  yiF.WART,  of  Biltiinorecity,  (to  the  Pre- 
sident) Will  ihe  report  go  on  the  journal  un- 
der the  order  adopted  yesterday  ? 

The  Prksident.  It  will  go  upon  the  journal, 
and  also  be  printed  in  bill  form. 

Mr.  Johnson  $ui;gestcd  whether  it  would  not 
be  well  that  all  the  reports  should  go  upon  the 
journal,  including  those  which  had  been  made 
before  the  order  of  yesterday,  as  well  as  those 
which  might  be  made  subsequently  ? 

Some  cunveraatiun  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
Spencer,  Cost  JoiiNbUN  and  the  Pke^iucnt  took 
part,  when 

Mr.  McLane  suggested  that  the  reports  refer- 
rt'd  to  should  be  reconled  on  the  journal  when 
they  came  up  for  con>ideration. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Hrown  moved  that  the  Convention  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day 
— the  Report  of  the  Conuuittee  on  the  Executive 
Department — but  waived  the  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Jenifer. 

MASTER  and  SLATK. 

Mr.  Jb:«ifer  asked  the  CoDYentioa  to  take  up 


at  this  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  article 
which  he  had  reported  on  Saturday  last,  from  the 
Cdnmittee  No.  14,  on  the  subject  of  master  and 
slave. 

The  report  was  read  as  follows  : 

<*The  relation  of  master  and  slave  in  this  State 
shall  not  be  abolished,  unless  a  bill  to  abolish  the 
same  shall  be  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
members  of  each  branch  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  shall  l)o  published  at  least  three  months 
before  a  new  election  of  delegates,  and  shall  be 
confirmed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  members 
of  each  branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  the 
next  regular  constitutional  session,  after  such  new 
election,  nor  then  without  full  compensation  to 
the  master  lor  the  property  of  which  he  shall  be 
thereby  deprived.^ 

Mr.  Jenifer  said,  he  supposed  that  the  Con- 
vention would  not  occupy  more  than  five  minutes 
in  the  discussion  of  thia  report,  it  was  a  mere 
re-enactment  of  the  provision  of  the  old  Consti- 
tution. It  had  been  reported  under  tlio  unani* 
]  mouK  sanction  of  the  committee,  and  there  would 
not,  he  presumed,  be  a  dissentmg  voice  in  the 
Convention.  The  prompt  and  ready  action  of  the 
Convention  upon  a  proposition  which  he  believed 
would  unite  all  voices,  would  be  attended  with  at 
least  this  advantage — it  would  shew  that  one  d^ 
cisive  step  had  been  taken  towards  the  enactment 
of  a  new  Constitution. 

Mr.  Bowie  said,  he  hoped  that  his  friend  from 
Charles  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  would  consent  to  let  this 
report  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present.  He  (Mr. 
B.)  much  preferred  the  substance  of  the  order 
introduced  a  day  or  two  since,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Presstman,)  which  de- 
clared that  the  legislature  should  not  have  the 
power  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Jenifer  repeated  the  statement  he  bad 
made,  that  tlie  report  had  been  made  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Bowie  said,  he  was  not  the  less  opposed 
to  it  on  that  account.  He  thought  that  the  Leg- 
iiilatnrc  had  ju!>t  as  rauuh  right  to  take  his  farm 
and  give  it  to  another  man,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
as  they  had  to  take  any  other  property.  He 
cduld  see  no  distinction  between  the  two  cases. 
If  no  other  gentleman,  (continued  Mr.  B.)  moves 
a  substitute,  I  will. 

Mr.  Jenifer.  I  think  my  friend  from  Prince 
George^s,  (Mr.  Bowie,)  on  looking  over  there- 
port,  will  find  that  the  provision  is  as  compre- 
hensive as  any  thing  can  be. 

Mr.  Bowie.  My  objection  to  the  clause  is  not 
captious.  1  do  not  quarrel  with  the  phraseology, 
but  with  the  idea.  1  regard  it,  as  contrary  to 
the  hill  of  righu«.  1  hold  that  no  State  or  Gov- 
emment.has  the  right  to  take  private  property, 
except  for  pub  I  is  uhc,  and  then  only  upon  com- 
peii>ation  made.  1  hold  that  the  Legislature 
has  no  right  frofA  mere  motives  of  caprice,  mere- 
ly in  the  exercise  of  a  false  and  arbitrary  power, 
to  deprive  a  citizen  of  his  property,  and  that  it 
can  only  be  done  when  the  exigencies  of  the 
Government  require  that  that  property  should  be 
converted  to  its  own  use.  1  say,  1  know  of  no 
principle  short  of  that,  upon  which  this  power  can 
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be  exercised.  If  thn  whole  Legislature  of  the 
State,  by  one  compact,  iiriaFiinoii^  vote,  should 
undertake  to  invade  private  rii^ht<,  I  will  never 
^ive  my  sanction  to  the  pmr.eediiiK.  Therefoie, 
1  desire  to  strike  at  the  root  of  tins  power,  and 
to  substitute  for  the  report  of  tho  coinmilU'C,  thn 
provision  reported  hy  the  gentleman  from  Balti- 
more city,  (Mr.  Presstman.)  lie  has  Ktruck  the 
idea  precisely.  If  the  State  of  Maryland  iwtil^ 
tlie  me  of  our  slaves,  she  can  have  them,  juKt  as 
she  can  have  any  other  property.  But  I  will 
neverconcede  that  the  IiCf^isIature  can  take  awav 
private  property,  except  for  public  use,  althougFi 
every  other  member  of  this  Cunveiition  should 
saoctlon  the  doctrine. 

Mr.  Baent,  of  iialtimore  city.  Will  the  gen- 
tlemaa  read  his  substitute  r 

Mr.  Bowie.  I  have  not  yet  offered  it,  but  I 
shall  do  so,  unle^M  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Jenifer,) 
will  consent  to  let  the  report  lie  over. 

Mr.  Brown.  This  debate  is  altogether  pre- 
mature, and  I  do  not  think  the  point  of  the  case 
is  seen  by  either  gentleman.  The  re|>ort  of 
the  gentleman  from  Charles,  (.Mr.  Jenifer, *)  is 
copied  from  the  provii^ion  of  the  existing  Consti- 
tation,  which  declares  that  the  relation  of  mas- 
ter and  slave  shall  not  be  changed  except  by  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution.  Now,  suppose 
that  when  we  make  our  Conatitution.  we  do  not 
leave  the  amending  power  with  the  Legislature, 
and  I  for  one,  shall  go  against  leaving  it  with 
them — no  Government  has  a  right  to  take  pro- 
perty except  for  public  use  ;  but  does  not  the 
geotieman  from  Charles,  tsee  that  if  we  make  a 
Constitution  by  which  the  ritclit  of  the  I^egisla- 
ture  to  amend,  is  taken  away,  a  portion  of  this 
report  falls  to  the  ground.  Or,  i>  the  gentleman 
willing  to  say  that  the  Legislature  shall  have  the 
power  to  amend  as  to  one  particular  species  of 
property,  and  as  to  no  othei  r  1  want  to  take 
that  power  away.  I  think  the  best  plan  would 
be  to  lay  this  proposition  on  the  table,  until  we 
can  aee  what  the  Convention  will  do  with  the 
amending  power. 

Mr.  Bowie.    1  now  offer  my  substitute. 

The  substitute  was  lead  as  follows  : 

'*Tbe  Legislature  .«hall  not  pass  any  law  to 
abolish  the  relation  of  master  and  slave  as  it  now 
existe  in  this  State.'* 

Mr.  Jenifer.  If  I  could  perceive  that  the  sub- 
stitute proposed  by  the  gentleman  fnim  IVince 
George^s,  (  Mr.  Bowie,)  would  be  of  [any  greater 
effect  than  the  provision  which  I  have  reported, 
I  would  not  object  to  its  adoption.  1  shall  not, 
under  present  circumstancest.  press  thi)»  question 
to  a  vote.  I  rose  merely  for  tli  t  purpose  of  say- 
ing, that  if  the  gentleman  from  Hrince  (veorge's 
suppctaes  that  ihe  committee  in  directint;  this  re- 
port to  be  made,  contemplated  :iiiy  thing  like  a 
tfinction  to  an  infringement  upon  tho  ri);hls  of 
the  citizen,  or  that  they  would  not  guard  those 
rights  with  a<>  strong  a  will  and  as  devoted  a  pur- 
pose as  the  gentleman  himself,  hv  i<  «rrcatly  mis- 
uken.  The  committee  believed  tlmt  the  clause, 
as  it  now  stands,  was  as  !>tringfiiit  a-*  it  could  be 
made.  And  1  am  very  much  mi>>takeri  if  the 
gentleman  from  Carroll,  himself*  (Mr.  Brown,) 


did  not  engraft  this  very  provision  on  the  Con«ti- 
Kition. 

Mr.  Bkows*.  It  wa-i  placed  there  at  my  in 
stanee. 

.Mr.  Jr.viFKB.  The  rhnise  niake«  llii-  princi- 
ple in  fact  a  part  <if  the  ('o!i>titulion.  which  can- 
not be  JiltcnMl  i:\rcpt  hy  anoth»»r  Con-litution. 
Docs  the  (gentleman  mean  to  say  that  we  are  to 
make  a  Constitution  which  shall  nMiiain  for  ever 
ju-st  a'i  it  is — that  it  shall  never  he  allen-d  or 
changed  r  1  shall  say  no  more  now  ;  but.  as  the 
report  has  not  bcKu  printed,  I  am  willing  that  its 
further  consideialioii  shall  be  po^tpolle.d  to  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Hrowv.  I  desire  that  the  gentleman  should 
understand  the  point  of  my  remark>.  1  say  that 
if  the  amenduig  power  of' the  new  Constitvition 
remains  with  the  Legislature,  the  eo  urse  of  the 
gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  will  be  all 
right.  I  do  not  take  back  a  word  i  said  in  163(1)- 
Xo,  I  would  strengthen  it  if  I  could. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
tlien  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tin:    HALL. 

Mr.  Brekt.  of  Baltimore  city,  from  tlie  com- 
mitec  heretofore  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the 
furnaces,  dec,  made  the  following  report,  which, 
after  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  him,  was 
adopted : 

"  Ordered,  That  this  Hou-e  will  on  Friday 
next,  adjourn  to  the  Monday  following,  in  order 
to  allow  the  furnace  to  be  lepaired,  and  that  the 
committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  comfort 
of  the  Hall,  be  authorised  to  contract  with  tome 
suitable  |)crson  to  examine  and  repair  the  lur- 
nace  and  to  ventilate  the  room  properly.'* 

Mr.  Brow.v  moved  that  the  Convention  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  executive  department. 

This  motion  led  to  some  conversation  as  to  the 
order  of  hiisiiiess.  between  Messrs.  Splnxek, 
BLAKi<ruKc,  I'HELPb,  GitAaON  and  the  I'klsi- 
DEN'T,  after  which,  on  a  sui^gestion  made  by 

Mr.  Tuck,  that  the  Convention  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  comniii  ce  on 
the  elective  franchise; 

Mr.  Brown  withdi-cw  his  motion. 

.Mr.  TrcK  then  submitted  his  motion. 

The  first  section  of  the  report  was  then  read. 

A  dchultory  ctftiversation  followed  as  to  the  or- 
der of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Dorset  sugge&ted  that  the  report  should 
lie  over,  so  as  to  give  gentlemen  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  printed  report  as  it  came  fixmi 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  and  he  made  a  mo- 
tion to  that  viihvX. 

Mr  Tn  K.  1  suggest  to  the  gentleman  to  mime 
a  day — «.ay  to-nioirow. 

Mr.  l)«»i:^KY.     I  accept  the  "Uggc-^tion. 

.Mr.  BRK.vr,  iif  Baltimore  cil>,  opposfd  the 
postponement,  on  the  •ground  that  it  would  be 
hetler  that  the  Conxt  ntioii  ^hollhi  t;oon  and  com- 
plete (Mie  psiit  of  the  Const iiutii>ii,  liel'c.-re  rom- 
mencini;  on  aiuither. 

&>onie  e(in\ei>ation  followed  between  .Me^^■r3. 
Brent,  of  Baltimore,  and  (rHAMUKKs,  of  Kent. 


Mr.  JOHMOM  mid  he  had  been  a  good  deal  ab- 
sEDl  rrom  the  ConTentiun,  and  naw,  for  the  first 
linw.iBwllie  report  of  the  commitiec  on  llic 
elective  franchise,  an  it  hail  come  fh»n  the  hand; 
of  the  comnittteu  of  Ihu  whole.  1  van  about  to 
make  a  au^ostinn,  (coatiniieil  Mr.  J.)  wliieh,  if 
ilithauldnivct  the  vii-wi  of  more  experiencEd 
renllemen,  will,  1  lliinlc,  have  asalularj  eHcclDn 
the  business  of  this  Convuntinn.  It  ii  thai  a  com. 
mitlee  of  revision  be  appointed,  who^e  duly  it 
Khali  be  la  laki-  chaise  of  billn  alter  they  have 
been  reported  from  the  e^mniitlec  of  the  whole, 
correct  nnil,  if  need  be,  cuiidviiee  thf  ir  plirasv- 
oli^j,  and  report  llieiu  back  ibr  the  action  of  the 
Conrentinn.  If  olijcction  is  made,  I  will  with- 
draw the  resolution. 

The  raKSines-T  iniiniated  that  such  a  rcMiu- 
tinn  pending,  a  motion  to  postpone  was  not  in 

Mr.  JoHNioH  waived  liis  uiotion   for  the  prc- 


Tlie  ijueslkin  tlien  recurred  and  was  taken  on 
tbe  malion  in  |M»lnoiic  the  contideralion  of  Itiia 
report,  iind  it  wh  aeeidcd  in  the  alBrmtitiTe. 

So  the  further  considernlion  of  llic  report  wan 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Messra.  Bi.aristome  and  ItnoiirB  moved  thi 
the  Convention  proceed  Ui  tliu  consideration  of 
the  bill  of  rights. 

Mt.  Pakkk.  1  feci  some  obqection  to  lliat  mo- 
tion, heeauae,  having  given  notice  of  amendmei][« 
which  have  not  yet  been  printed  for  the  use  of 
tlieConTenlion.  I  shall  enter  upon  the  eonsidr- 
ration  nf  the  subject  at  a  diradvaiitage.  Ithibk 
it  would  be  lietler  I"  post|H>rrn  the  coohlderation 
oif  the  hilt,  Ihantih  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Cunveiilion  now  to  take  it  up.  1  suppose  I  ckn 
send  to  the  Printer  and  withdraw  mjr  amend- 
ments from  his  bands. 

Mr.  Ti'cK.  Probably  the  p;ntleman<!i  amend- 
ments do  not  cumc  in  ut  the  first  pari  ot  the 
bill. 

Mr.  PjtaKK.  Uno  of  them  is  an  amendment  to 
the  preamble. 

Sevkhal  Voices.  "Well,  Ihi^,  the  question 
on  Ibe  prcnniblo  will  be  taken  laat:"  | 

Mr.  Graiioh.  1  was  willing  that  the  report  of; 
the  committee  on  the  elective  franchise  should , 
be  taken  tip  attcl  linully  acted  upon,  but  as  it  U 
postponed.  1  tliiiik  that  the  Cunvciitioti  should 
now  proceed  witli  the  regular  order  of  business. 
That  in  tlie  report  of  the  eommitiee  on  the  ssec- 
ntivc  departnient.  I  lliink  ilie  bill  of  tights  one 
of  the  vcrT  kitt  snhjects  wliich  should  be  consid- 
ered by  tiie  Convention.  Aller  we  have  framed 
ihuiilher  parts  of  the  Cotistitutiun.  and  have  de- 
i^ided  whut  power?  shall  be  vested  in  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  the  government — leghilativo, 
*Keculive  and  Judir.inl — we  kIihII  be  better  ena- 
Medlo  judge  whut  provisions  should  be  placed 
inlliebillor  rights  for  the  purporeof  restrain-! 
ingthem.    Jteiides,  I  think,  that  if  tlic  bill  is  la- j 


ken  up  DOW,  the  dobaie  upon  it  maj  occupj  • 
month)  whilst  if  its  consideration  is  postponed 
until  other  lubj^ts  have  been  dispoied  of,  the 
Convention,  under  the  pressure  uf  an  earnest  de- 
lire  on  the  part  of  the  memben  logo  home,  will 
be  content  with  a  much  shorter  discunion. 
Mr.  BoiviE.    Icseemsio  me  tobemoit  appro- 


■he  great  fundamental   principles  of  liberty,  set 
forth  in  that  declaration.     It  i*  important  fint 
to  witle  the  great  cardinal  republican  principle* 
iiponwhich  we  will  base  a  Constitution,  before 
we  attempt  to  raise  the  sHperatructure.     Other- 
wise, we  may  have  cunflictine  provisions.  I  know 
of  no  subject  on  which  we  all  ag'res  better  than 
on  these  Eonenil  abstract  princiulea  embodied  in 
the  bill  ofrights.    A  few  amendments  may  pei» 
haps  beoHcrrd,  hut  not  many.     I  have,  myself, 
to  propose.    I  hope  we  shell  take  up  the 
.  .  jnd  continue  its  consideration,  until  we  have 
finished  it  1  cannot  concur  with  gentlemen  in  the 
of  taking  up  things  by  piece-meal.    Let  tu 
up  one  Fubjcet  at  a  time,  and  continue  upon 
itil  it  is  disposed  of.    If  we  come  to  that  de- 
termination, we  sltall  move  on  in  someihiog  lil^e 
harmony  and  order — cITicicnt  order. 


Mr.  JoHHsoH  dasiicd  at  this  time  to  offer  the. 
rder  indicated  by  him,  providing  for  the  appoUn- 
mentof  a  committee  of  revision.  If  the  reaolu- 
tion  gave  rise  to  debate,  he  wouhl,  besaidiWitli- 
AlT.  Blakutone,  for  the  'moment,  withdrew 
his  motion  to  proceed  to  the  coBsidetation  oTtk* 
bill  ofrights. 

Mr.  JoHKsoH  then  offered  a  resolution  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  a  conunittecior  the 
purpose  lie  had  indicated. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  enquired  of  what' number  the 
committee  should  be  composed. 

Mr.  ItAHtiAUL  suggested  that  it  should  eoDiiU 
of  the  Chairmen  of  alt  the  committees. 

Mr.  JoiiHsos  said,  that  as  Chairman  of  one  of 
c  committees,  (the  committee  on  the  legislative 
depaitmenl,)  he  must  ask  to  be  cxcuaed,  ai  ba 
would  be  utiavoidably  absent  for  some  time. 

Some  conversation  aiisiiig,  Mr.  Jommiom  with, 
drew  the  resolution. 


The  motion  was  then  renewed  thai  Ibe  Con- 
vention take  up  this  bill. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Cod- 
vention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
followii^  report,  submitted  by  Mr.  Dorskt,  on 
the  lHh  instant,  as  Chairman  of  the  Conmittee 


We,  the  Delegates  of  Maryland,  in  Conven- 
lion  a>!iembled.  taking  into  our  moat  leriDUa  con- 
■ideration,  the  best  means  of  establishing  a  good 
Constitution  in  thid  Slate,  declare: 

dTiirlt  I.  That  all  govemmenl  of  right  origi- 
nates from  tlie  people,  is  founded  in  compactODlji 

and  iaitilutcd  solely  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 


■trl.  fi.  That  the  people  of  Ihis  Stnte  ought  to 
h«vB  the  uIb  anil  exclusivo  ri|;lil  uf  reflating 
tlie  inlinul  Rovernmeiit  and  jMiiice  ilicreuf. 

df  rl.  3.  That  tbc  inh^bilaiii*  <if  Mbrylamt  are 
enliUcd  lo  the  enrnmoo  law  of  Kii«ldii'i,  anil  (ho 
trial  bj  jury  acrordiug  ti>  tho  rutiiw  iil*  tliat  Uw 
aod  U>  the  benefit  of  •'iicli  'if  llie  EiiL-li^b  sluliitei 
as  eiiiled  at  the  lime  of  tlH'lr  fir-t'cmisralion, 
aod  which  by  txperietif  have  hem  fuiind  acpli- 
cable  to  llteir  local  and  olliir  cirdini4taii(re<,  iind 
nf  »ueh  otben  as  tiave  been  linnt:  made  in  KtiR- 
land  or  Great  Britain,  nnd  liavi-  boen  iril  rod  need, 
ufcd  and  praclieed  by  thv  ■-■iiiri''  iit'  law  iir  rr|iii- 
Ir.  and  aluo  to  ail  acts  of  asgi^tnldy  iti  liirre  on 
t'ne  6nl  Mondajr  of  NuvembiT,  is  jn,  cxrqit  Mich 
u  ma;  have  tinve  expired,  iii-niaj  be  allurrd  bj 
arbi  of  this  Cunirenliun,  ur  this  1>ec1aralhm  of 
Hishtf,  lUbject,  neTBrthrlrsi',  lo  ttie  reviiinn  of, 
and  amendment  or  repeal  by  the  lieginlaliim  of 
itiii  Slate,  aod  the  inhabilauiK  of  Maryland  are 
alsoeatiUed  toallpruperlvderivvd  lo  tficm f ran) 
grander  Ihc  charier  ftranlrd  by  Hii  Majesty. 
Diaries  the  First,  lo  Cicilini  Colveit,  Karon  of 
Baltimore. 

Jlrt.  i.  That  all  pcrwns  Imeiii-il  with  the  Leg- 
iilaUre  or  Eiecntiie  poweix  of 
the  trutte«»  of  the  public,  mid  a 
bio  forlheir  coiidiict;  wliKrclbn:,  micurici  hie 
eodi  of  Gofernmml  are  prevcrled,  and  public 
libcrtj-  inanifestlj  i-mliiiiterril.  and  all  other 
means  of  redresa  are  incfl'ecluul.  lliu  people  may, 
md  of  right  ought  to  reform  the  <dd  or  establish 
1  new  government;  tile  doctrine  of  iion-le^ialance 
leainat  arbitrary  power  and  <ip[ire<->iun  is  ali^urd, 
rfaTiiib  and  destiuelive  of  the  good  and  happiness 
of  maobind. 

.frt  5.  That  Oie  right  of  the  people  lo  partici- 
pate in  the  LJgifllalure  ii  the  lieit  securilj 
of  liberty,  and  the  foundation  uf  all  free  fcuvern- 
menl,  for  this  purpose  eli^ctioris  oi^ht  to  he  free 
and  frequent,  and  every  fretp  while  male  citizen 
havio^  the  qualificalinTis  prr^rribed  liy  the  Coii- 
ftitiltion,  ought  tu  havu  the  Hijht  ul  surlrafje. 

.Irt.  G.  That  the  lejciilativi:,  executive  iiidjudi* 
cial  powers  of  Government  c)ui;ht  to  be  forcict 
ieparauanddiiilinct  from  each  oilier. 

Jlrt.  '.  That  nu  poner  of  »is|iendili|;  laws,  or 
the  eieculionoriuwi,  unless  hy  or  derived  from 
the  Legislalare,  ought  tu  ho  exercised  or  al- 
lowed. 

.frl.  8.  That  freedom  of  speech  uiid  debates, 
or  proceedings  in  the  Lcgisliiure,  ought  not  to 
be  impeached  in  any  rnurt  orjudieaiure. 

.frt.  9.  That  Annapolis  be  ihe  pla<o  for  tin 
meetii^of  the  legislature  ;  and  the  Legislature 
ought  nol  tu  be  convened  or  held  at  any  other 
place  but  from  evident  necessity. 

Jrt.  10.  That  for  the  n:'lrc>s  of  grievances, 
and  for  amending,  .Irpngtlieniiig  and  prBtervinf, 
the  law*,  the  Legislature  ought  lu  be  frequently 
convened. 

.frt.  11.  That  every  man  hath  a  right  lo  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  the  redren  of  grievances 
in  a  peaceable  und  onlerly  luannT. 

Jrt.  12.  Thatnoaid.ehiirs-.',  Ins.  hiiitber,  fee 
or  (ecs,  «iii^t  ta  be  ^el,  rated  or  li-vied,  under 
any  pretence,  witliout  ttiu  euiiieul  of  lliu  Lugi 


.4rl.  13.  That   paupen  ought  not  to  be  as- 
sesied  for  the  support  of  (>uv<-rnment,  but  erorjr 
olhtr  person  in  thii  Stale,  or  person  holding  |iro- 
perty  therein,  ought  tu  conlrihulu  hL>  pruporlicin 
if  public  taxe«,  tur  the  support  of  Uovcrnmcnt, 
ii'conling  to  his  actual  worth  in  real  or  personal 
pruperl}  ;  vet  finc>,  duties  ur  taxes  may  properly 
and  Justly  be  impo^  ur  laid,  on  pcrsuun  or  pro- 
perly, with  a  )ioIitical  view,  for  the  good  govorti- 
laoiit  and  beiirlit  of  tlie  cummuntty. 
.4rl.  M.  That  fancuinary  luw.4  ought  lo  be 
roiiled,  as  fur  as  is  coniii*tciit  with  the  safety  of 
the  ijlate  ;  atid  no  law  in  inllirl  cruel  and  unutu- 
'  pai[i4  and  penalties  ought  lu  be  madv,  in  any 
sc,  or  at  any  time  hereafter. 
.In,  ly  That  retrospective   laws,   punisliing 
acts  commitled  before  tlie  existence  ufnucli  laws, 
and  by  them  only  dhhred  rriminal,  are  uppirs- 
'""I,  unjuht  and  ineumpaliblc  with  libirrty,  wlicre- 
I,  int  (X  pell  /jtla  law  ought  to  be  made. 
ht.  lb*.  That  iin  law  lu  attaint  particular  per- 
t  of  IreaHin  «r  felony,  ought  to  be  made  ia  any 
enn;  or  at  any  lime  hereafter. 

.'Jr(.  n.  That  every  free  man,  fur  any  injur; 
done  to  him  in  his  pi>nun  or  pnipcrly.  ought  lu 
have  remedy  by  lheFUun>oof  Ihelawof  the  land, 
and  ought  to  have  jiulice  and  ri-ht,  freely  with- 
out sale,  fully  wiihoiil  any  denial,  and  speedily 
without  delay,  according  lo  tlic  law  of  the  land. 
,1rt.  l!i.  That  the  trial  of  facts  where  tlwy 
_.'ise,  is  one  of  the  greatest  wcuritics  of  the  live-, 
libcrtici  and  estate  uf  Ihe  people. 

^-1.  ly.  Thai  in  all  ccimiual  proserulioiis. 
'  man  balli  a  right  to  bo  inrurmt'il  of  Ihc  ac- 
ion  against  him  -,  tu  hiive  a  copy  uf  the  in- 
dictment or  charjce,  in  due  time  (if  rrquireil)  to 
irepara  for  his  defence ;  to  be  allowed  couiimI,  lo 
le  eunfrontcd  with  the  witnesses  against  him  ;  lu 
lave  procpiis  for  his  witnesses',  to  examine  tha 
vitneMes  for  and  a^Jiiisl  hiiu  on  oath  :  and  to  a 
peedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  wiltinut  whoso 
nianimous  consent  hu  ought  not  lu  bo   found 

guilty- 

,hl.  Qll.  That  no  man  ought  lo  be  compelled 
lu  give  evidence  against  himself  m  a  cuutl  uf 
ennimon  law,  ur  in  any  other  court,  but  iu  suth 
eases  as  have  been  usually  practised  in  this  Slaie 
ur  may   liereafler  be  directed  by  tlie   Legi»ta- 

.IrL-il.  That  no  freriiian  ought  lo  he  taken 
or  imprisoned,  or  dLisciied  of  his  frerhuld,  libtr- 
lies  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  in 
any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  his  life, 
liberty  or  pruperly,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his 
peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

Jrl.  33.  That  excR^sivu  bail   ought  n< 


e  fines 


laual  punidiment  inflicted  by  Ihu  cuur 


.<rl.  33.  That  all  warranls,  wilh.iut  oath,  or 
altirmation,  to  search  Kii^pecteil  places,  or  to 
seize  any  (et.-onor  prupcrty,  are  grievous  and 
upprnssive:  and  all  general  warrants  lu  suanh 
snKpeuted  placi;s,  or  to  apprehend  suspected  jier- 
snns,  without  naming  ur  dr-Tihiiig  the  plurv,  or 
llic  iiersun  in  special,  arcillegnl  und  uiighl  liol  to 
be  i;ranicil. 
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JIn.  24.  That  there  ouglht  to  be  no  forfeiture 
of  any  part  of  the  estate  of  any  person  for  any 
crime,  except  murder  or  treason  againnt  the 
State,  and  then  only  on  conviction  and  attainder. 

Art.  25.  That  a  well  regulated  militia  is  lite 
proper  and  natural  defence  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment. 

Art.  2G.  That  standing  armies  are  dangerous 
to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  raised  or  kept  up 
without  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

Art.  27.  That  in  all  cases  and  at  all  timej,  the 
military  ought  to  be  under  strict  subordination 
to,  and  control  of  tlic  ciTil  power. 

Art.  28-  That  no  soldier  ought  to  be  quartered 
in  any  hous^t  in  time  of  peace  without  the  consent 
of  Uie  owner,  and  in  time  of  war,  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Legislature  sIulII  direct. 

Art,  20.  That  no  persog  except  regular 
soldiers,  mariners  and  marines,  in  the  service  of 
this  State,  or  militia  when  in  actual  .service, 
ought  in  any  ca^c  to  be  subject  to,  or  punishable 
by  martial  law. 

Art.  30.  That  the  independency  and  upright-  j 
ness  of  Judges  are  essential  to  the  impartial  ad- ; 
ministration  ot  justice,  and  a  great  security  to  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  ;  wherefore  the 
Chancellor  and  Judges  shall  not  be  removed  ex-  j 
rept  for  misbehavior,  on  conviction  in  a  court  of  I 
law,  or  by  the  Governor,  upon  the  address  of 
the  General  AssembW;  provided ^  that  two-thirds 
of  all  the  members  of  each  House,  concur  hi  such 
address ;  that  salaries,  liberal,  but  not  profuse, 
ought  to  be  secured  to  the  Chancellor  and  Judges 
during  the  continuance  of  their  commissions,  in 
such  manner  and  at  such  time  as  the  Legislature 
shall  hereafter  direct,  upon  consideration  of  the 
circumstances  of  this  State ;  no  Chancellor  or 
Judge  ought  to  hold  any  other  office,  civil  or  mil- 
itary, under  the  Constitution  or  Laws  of  this 
Statu,  or  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  member 
thereof,  or  receive  fees  or  (Yerquisitesofany  kind 
for  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

Art,  31.  That  a  long  continuance  in  the  first ' 
executive  departments  of  power  or  trust,  is  dan-  j 

§erou.s  to  libcty  ;  a  rotation,  therefore,  in  those  i 
e^artnients  is  one  of  the  best  securities  of  per- 
uiaiient  frei^dom. 

Art.  J\'2  That  no  person  ought  to  hold  at  the  I 
same  lime  more  than  one  oflice  of  profit,  created  . 
by  the  Conslitution  or  Laws  of  this  State;  nor  : 
ought  any  person  in  public  tnist  to  receive  any  j 
present  from  any  Foreiga  Prince  or  State,  or  from  I 
the  UniliNl  Stales,  or  any  of  vihem.  without  tlie  I 
approbation  of  this  State.  ' 

Art.  33.  Tliat  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to 
wor^liip  God  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks  most  I 
acceptable  to  hini,  all  persons  are  equally  cnli-  ■ 
tied  to  protection  in  their  religious  liberty;  where- 
fore, no  pei:»on  oujjht  by  any  law  to  be  molested  ■ 
in  nis  pcr»un  or  e«>Uite,on  account  of  his  religious  ' 
persi]u>ion  or  profession,  or  for  his  religious  prac- 
tice, unless  nnderc.olorof  religion,  any  man  shall  i 
flisturb  the  good   order,  peace  or  tfafety  of  the 
Slate,  or  siiall   inlVinnre  the  laws  of  morality,  or 
injure  othtrs  in  their  natural,  civil  or  religious 
riL'htv:  nor  ought  any  peiMin  to  he  compelled  to 
frtqijcnt  or  maintain  or  cooiribute,  unless  on 


contract,  to  maintain  any  place  of  worship  or 
any  ministry. 

Art.  34.  That  every  gift,  sale  or  devise  of 
lands,  to  any  miniver,  public  teacher  or  preacher 
{  of  tlie  gospel,  as  such,  or  to  any  religious  sect, 
order  ordenomination,  or  to,  or  for  the  support, 
use  or  benefit  of,  or  in  trust  for  any  minister, 
public  teacher  or  preacher  of  the  gospel,  as  such, 
or  any  religious  sect,  order  or  denomination,  and 
every  gift  or  sale  of  goods  or  chattels,  to  go  in 
succession,  or  to  take  place  after  the  deaUi  of 
the  seller  or  donor,  to  or  for  such  support,  use 
or  benefit ;  and  also  every  devise  of  goods  or 
chattels  to  or  for  the  support,  use  or  benefit  of 
any  minister,  public  teacher  or  preacher  of  the 
gospel,  as  such,  or  any  religious  sect,  order  or 
denomination,  without  the  leave  of  the  legisla- 
ture, shall  be  void ;  except  always  any  sale,  gift, 
lease  or  devise  of  any  quantity  of  land,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  acres  for  a  church,  meeting  or  otlier 
house  of  worship,  and  for  a  buryini;  ground, 
which  shall  be  improved,  enjoyed,  or  used  only 
for  such  purpose  ;  or  such  sale,  gift,  lease  or  d^ 
vise  shall  be  void. 

Art.  35.  That  no  other  test  or  qualificBtk>n 
ought  to  be  required,  on  admission  to  any  office 
of  trust  or  profit,  than  such  oath  of  support  and 
fidelity  to  this  Stale  and  the  United  States,  and 
such  oath  of  office  as  bhall  be  directed  by  this 
Convention,  or  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Art.  3G.  That  the  manner  of  administering  in 
oath  to  any  person  ought  to  be  such  as  those  of 
the  religious  persuasion,  profession  or  denomina- 
tion of  wiiirh  such  person  is  one,  general ly|esteem 
the  mosteflectual  confirmation  by  tlie  attestatioD 
of  the  Divine  Iking ;  and  that  the  people  called 
Quakers,  those  called  Tunkers,  and  those  called 
MenoniKts,  and  all  others  conscientiously  scrupu- 
lous of  taking  an  oath  on  any  occasion,  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  make  their  solemn  aitirmation  in 
the  manner  that  Quakers  have  been  heretofore 
allowed  to  affirm,  and  to  be  of  the  same  avail  u 
an  oath,  in  all  such  cases  as  the  afiirmation  of 
Quakers  hath  been  allowed  and  accepted  within 
this  State,  instead  of  an  oath.  And  on  such  a^ 
fimation,  warrants  to  search  for  stolen  goods,  or 
the  apprehension  or  commitment  of  offenden, 
ought  to  lie  (rrnnted,  or  security  for  tlie  peace 
awarded,  anil  Quakers,  Tuiikeni,  Menonists  and 
such  other*  ought  al>o,  on  their  solemn  afiirma- 
tion  as  aforesaid,  to  be  admitted  as  witnesses  in 
all  criminal  canes. 

Alt.  37.  That  the  city  of  Annapolis  ought  to 
have  all  its  rights,  privileges  and  benefit.**,  agree- 
able to  its  ch-jrter,  and  the  actsof  Assembly  coo- 
firming  and  regulating  the  same ;  subject,  never- 
theless, to  such  alterations  as  have  been  made 
by  Uie  Legislature  or  as  may  bo  made  by  this 
Convention  or  any  future  Legislature. 

Art.  36.  That  the  liberty  of  l)ie  press  ought  to 
be  invioably  preserved. 

Art.  311.  That  monopolies  are  odious,  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  a  free  i;uve.rimient  and  the  princi- 
ples of  commerce,  and  ought  not  to  be  suffered. 

Art.  4U.  That  no  title  of  nobility  or  hereditary 
honors,  ou^ht  to  in*,  granted  in  this  State. 

»^rc.  41.  rimt  this  Declaration  of  Rights,  or 
the  Form  of  Government  to  be  established  by 
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this  ConTention,  or  any  part  of  either  of  them, 
eug'it  not  to  be  altered,  clinnged  cr  abolished, 
but  in  such  manner  as  thi;*  Convention  sliali  pre- 
scribe and  direct." 

The  report  was  read  tlirougii,  and  was  then 
taken  up  Dy  sections. 

The  fiist  article  being  under  consideration  as 
fallows : 

**  Art.  1.  That  all  government  of  right  origi- 
nates from  the  people,  in  founded  in  compact  on- ' 
Iv  and   instituted  solely  fur  Ibo  good  of   the 
uhole.»» 

Mr.  PftBSSTMAif  moved  to  amend  said  article 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  following  : 

'*  And  they  have  at  all  times  the  inalienable 
right  tu  alt^.r,  reform,  or  abolish  their  form  of 
goTcmment,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think 
expedient. " 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Messrs. 
Parse.  Bisir  and  Presstmak*  as  to  tJie  most  ap- 
propriate place  for  the  amendment. 

Mr  Chambers  had  hoped,  after  occupying  so 
much  of  the  attention  of  the  House  on  matters 
morp  immediately  confided  to  his  care,  to  take 
no  part  in  the  debate  on  the  bill  of  righti.  But 
he  leit  it  to  be  hi*  duty,  and  he  supposed  every 
other  member  did  also,  to  understand  what  he 
was  about. 

The  second  article  of  the  bill,  as  reported,  re- 
eognixes  fully  the  right  of  the  people — tlie  sole 
and  exclusive  right — to  regulate  the  internal  go- 
vernment of  the  State.  What  more  is  to  be  the 
effect  of  tbu  amendment?  If  it  is  designed  to 
admit  the  power  and  right  of  the  people  In  a  con- 
ititutioDal  and  legal  mmic,  to  eft'ect  changes  in 
the  government,  it  is  submitted  that  this  is  alrea- 
dy there,  in  terms  as  strong  as  languairo  can  ex 
pren  it.  Is  any  other  power  intended  r  Is  it  to 
eounleoance  the  doctrine  that  under  any  sudden 
impulse,  regardless  of  the  legal  forms  which  they 
tbeoiselves  have  prescribed,  and  by  any  tumultu- 
ous Dkovement,  the  people  might  rise  and  by  vio- 
lence effect  a  change  in  the  existing  government  ? 
If  that  vras  the  power  intended  to  be  asserted,  he 
denied  that  it  had  ever  been  recognized  by  any 
government  The  exercise  of  such  a  power 
would  be  fatal  not  only  to  property,  but  to  the 
life  of  every  citizen.  It  could  not  fail  ultimately 
to  be  exerted  by  a  lawless  and  infuriated  assem- 
blage. He  hoped  the  gentleman  who  otfered  the 
ameodment  would  explain  his  object.  We  had 
hitherlo  lifed  happily  under  the  present  bill  of 
rights,  which  has^  been  every  where  respected, 
and  if  we  are  to  adopt  a  new  principle  by  which 
any  aelf-coDstituted  body  of  men  choosing  to  call 
themselves  **  the  people,*'  can  assume  the  power 
to  subvert,  when  and  as  thuy  please,  the  whole 
social  and  political  fabric,  let  us  at  least  under- 
stand it.  Let  it  be  in  terms  plain  and  distinct, 
that  neither  this  Convention  or  those  who  are  to 
past  upon  our  work,  may  be  in  any  doubt  or  er- 
ror in  regard  to  it 

Mr.  Fresitmak  said: 

That  when  he  offered  the  amendment  to  the 
first  article  of  the  bill  of  rights,  he  would  take 
cecasion  to  say  to  the  severat  gentlemen  who 


have  suggested  the  propriety  of  presenting  it  to 
certain  other  articles,  or  as  an  additional  one  to 
the  re()ort  of  the  committee,  that  he  had  weighed 
well  the  purport  of  his  amendment,  and  aAer 
mature  reflection  thought,  (and  he  had  as  yet 
seen  no  reafon  for  a  change  of  that  opinion,)  that 
there  was  a  peculiar  and  fitting  appropriateness 
in  the  position  where  he  now  sought  to  place  it. 
He  did  not  tliink  that  the  provisions  of  the  4th  or 
41st  articles,  in  the  report  of  the  gentleman  from 
Anne  Arundel,(Mr.  Domey,)  embraced  theprin- 
•iple  he  sought  to  eni^raft  upon  the  bill  of  rights; 
one  looks  to  tlie  naked  revolutionary  right  which 
exists  under  all  governments  in  the  people, 
to  resist  tyranny  and  throw  off  the  yoke  of  op- 
pression The  language  employed  in  that  arti- 
cle is  "that  whenever  the  ends  of  government 
are  perverted,  and  the  public  liberty  manifestly 
endangered,  and  all  other  means  of  redress  are 
ineffectual,  the  people  may,  and  of  right  ought  to 
reformthe  oldorestablisna  new  government." 
And  that,  sir,  is  the  identical  language  of  the  pre- 
sent hill  of  rights  of  Maryland.  The  other  refers 
to  the  mode  of  change  which  this  Convention 
may  or  may  not  adopt,  when  we  come  to  estab- 
lish the  Constitution  itself.  Possibly,  sir,  that 
mode  may  be  the  one  now  prescribed  by  the  59th 
article  of'^tlie  existing  Constitution,  which  de- 
clares *Hhat  no  change  shall  be  made  without  the 
vote  of  two  successive  legislatures.*'  He  was 
admonifihed  by  the  lessons  cit  experience,  that  the 
people,  in  trusting  to  that  mode,  had  for  years 
leaned  upon  a  broken  reed,  which  had  pierced 
them.  He  hoped  never  to  hear  again  of  legis- 
lative reform.  He  could  see  in  that,  nothing  but 
disappointment, — 

**The  serpent  coil  of  future  faithlessness.** 

Before  making  a  more  explicit  annunciation  of 
the  object  of  his  amendment  and  the  doctrine 
it  contained,  he  wished  to  relieve  himself  of 
the  effect  of  an  imprewion  which  seemed  to  be 
in  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  that 
this  was  an  unmatured  proposition.  He  had 
nothing  of  that  kind  to  say  in  extenuation  of  his 
position.  What  he  had  done,  he  had  done  with 
deliberation.  The  uncertainty  which  had  exist- 
ed as  to  the  true  construction  of  the  present  bill 
of  rights  and  Constitution,  when  taken  separate- 
ly or  as  a  whole,  as  to  the  time  when,  and  the 
means  and  measures  required  to  effect  a  change 
by  the  people  in  their  organic  law,  and  above  all, 
the  unwillingness  of  many  to  recognize  this  ina- 
lienable right  in  them,  except  in  a  manner  and 
form  so  mutilated,  as  to  peril,  if  not  to  denj  its 
very  existence,  impelled  him  to  insert  the  prmci- 
ple  contained  in  his  amendment  as  a  cardinal  one, 
in  clear  and  unambiguous  language,  in  the  bill  of 
rights  now  to  be  adopted,  and  that,  too,  unre- 
strained by  the  terms  employed  in  the  present 
bill  of  rights.  The  phraseology  of  the  present 
article,  stringent  as  itisi,  implying,  in  the  minds 
of  some  men,  no  change  short  of  a  revolution  by 
physical  violence.  He  regarded  the  principle  of 
peaceable  revolution,  (such  as  that  now  going  on) 
as  a  precious  one;  it  would  be  a  jewel  that  would 
attract  the  affections  and  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, if  placed  in  our  bill  of  rightSj  while,  without 
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it,  sir,  that  bill  nfrights  would  be  but  an  empty 
casket,  unseemly  und  valueless.  Change  without 
civil  war — adaptation  of  the  government  to  the 
wants  of  the  people  without  bloodshed !  This, 
sir,  is  the  whole  end  and  purpose  of  my  amend* 
ment.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr. 
Chambers,)  **scents  treoRon  in  the  wind.*'  This 
docs  not  surprise  me,  neitlier  would  it  fright  me 
from  my  propriety,  if  he  should  discover  ^'itwae 
flat  burglary.*'  The  amendment  he  had  offered 
was  like  the  line  and  plumet,  it  would  separate 
the  reformers  and  the  anti-reformers  of  thai  body, 
and  with  great  deference,  he  placed  the  gentle- 
man from  Kent  at  the  head  of  the  latter.  He  had 
been  called  upon  to  unveil  the  monster  which 
which  lurked  under  the  drapery  of  his  amend- 
ment. 

Now,  sir,  let  me  first  premise  if  the  principle 
is  a  good  one ;  if  it  be  just  and  true,  let  it  be  in- 
serted in  the  bill  of  rights.    Nothing  that  he 
could  say,  would  add  to  its  intrinsic  merit,  and 
surely  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  Jose  iu  force 
by  any  attempt  on  his  part  to  illustrate  it.    But, 
sir,  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  in  putting  inqui- 
ries, seeks  a  full  and  frank  disclosure  of  the 
scope  and  objects  designed   by  me.    The  Con- 
vention will  remember  this  amendment  was  of- 
fered without  comment,  and  he  was  willing  that 
the  Convention  should  vote  *'aye*'or**noe"  upon  it, 
as  the  principle  itself  should  inspire  confidence 
or  alarm.    The  gentleman  from  Kent,  has  in- 
deed taken  high  ground  ;  he  denies,  with  great 
emphasis,  that  such  a  principle  has  been  adopted 
in  «ny  form  of  Government,  with  which  he  has 
i>een  acquainied,  tliat  it  is  a  monstrous  proposi- 
tion.    Before  thi^  discussion  closes,  he  will  per- 
iiaps  recognise  his  present  po.«ition,  while   hold- 
ing a  seat  on  this  floor,  as  alone  justifiable  in  the 
doctrine  of  peaceable  revolution,  by  the  will  of 
the  people,  whichahe,  (Mr.  P.)  was  strugghngto 
maintain.     He  will  pardon   the  resort  to  the 
argumentum  ad  hominum.    The  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  him  was  not  an  original  one,  eitlier  in 
the  idea  or  the  language  in  which  it  is  expressed. 
It  shines  in  letters  of  living  light  upon  the  face 
of  many,  if  not  the  greater  part,  of^  the  bills  of 
rights  of  the  several  States  of  this  glorious  Union. 
In    the  constitution  of  Virginia — the  mother  of 
States,  as  she  lias  been  Justly  styled — the  follow- 
ing language  is  employed  : — **That  government 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted  for  the  common  bene- 
fit, protection,  und  security  of  the  people,  nation 
or  community.    Of  all  the  various  forms  of  gov- 
ernment, that  is  best  which  is  capable  of  produc- 
•ingthc  greatest  degree  of  happiness  and  safety, 
and  Is  most  effectually  secured  against  the  dan- 
ger of  mai-administration,  and   that  when  any 
government,  shall  be  found  inadequate  or  con- 
•trary  to  these  purposes,  a  majority  of  the  com- 
munity hath  an  indubitable,  unalienable  right  to 
alter,  reform  or  abolish   it,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be   iudgcd  most  conducive  to  the  public 
weal."    indeed,  sir,  the  absence  of  such  a  provi- 
sion in  the  several  Constitutions  constitute  excep- 
.lions.   A  similar  feature  to  that  he  had  quoted  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Constitutions  of  Maine,  Ver- 
mont and  other  of  the  older  States,  and  it  it  in- 
corporated in  most,  if  not  all  of  the  new  States. 


Bear  in  mind,  sir,  no  other  mode  is  prescribed  in 
the  Constitution  of  Virginia  and  several  other 
States  of  the  Union,  for  the  reform  or  alteration 
of  their  organic  law.  All  is  wisely  left  to  the 
wisdom,  patriotism  and  sound  common  sense  of 
the  people.  Did  the  illustrious  men  who  framed 
that  Constitution  contemplete  a  blood?  revolutim 
as  the  appropriate  mode?  It  is  not  tor  ui  to  set 
limits  upon  the  action  of  the  people  Liet  not  the 
agent  lonl  it  over  his  principal. 

In  the  Virginia  Convention  of  183fl,t)ie  follow- 
ing resolution  was  offered: 

^^Reiohed,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee that  the  Constitution  of  tliis  State  ought  to 
be  so  amended,  as  to  provide  a  mode  in  which 
future  amendments  shall  be  made  therein. " 

It  was  voted  down,  ayes  28,  noes  68. 

John  Randolph  addressed  the  Convention  in 
opposition  to  its  adoption,  in  the  following  sif' 
niftcant  language.  "1  shall  vote  against  this  res- 
olution, and  I  will  state  as  succintly  as  I  can,  my 
reasons  for  doing  so.  1  believe  they  will  in  sub* 
stance  be  found  in  a  very  old  book,  and  convey- 
ed in  these  words,  'sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the 
evil  [thereof.'  Sir,  I  have  remarked  since  the 
commencement  of  our  deliberations,  and  with 
no  small  surprise,  a  very  great  anxiety  to  pio* 
vide  (or  fitturity.  Gentleman,  for  exanople,  are 
not  content  with  any  present  discussion  of  the 
Constitution,  unless  wc  will  consent  to  prescribe 
for  all  time  hereafter,  i  had  always  thongfat 
him  the  most  skilful  physician,  who,  when  oilUd 
to  a  patient,  relieved  him  of  the  existing  malady 
without  undertaking  to  prescribe  for  such,  n 
might  by  possibility  !cndure  thereafter."  And 
yet,  sir,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  gentlemen  sty  the 
necessity  is  urgont  and  cannot  be  avoided,  thai 
some  mode  of  cJiange  must  be  fixed  bj  the  Con- 
stitution. If  so,  which  he  denied,  it  would  be 
time  enoue:h  to  consider  that  after  we  bsd  let 
forth  the  bill  of  rights. 

In  the  language  of  the  bill  of  rights  of  Tesiii 
which,  if  report  be  true,,is  the  work  of  thatillv- 
triouB  statesman,  .Tohn  C.  Calhoun,  and  whieb,ii 
its  features  show  the  chim;!  of  a  master's  haDd,ii     ' 
the  identical  language  embodied  in  my  amendMt 
He  had  had  it  demanded  of  him,  in  terms  asd    ' 
tones  indicating  anticipated  annihilation,  whslber   ^ 
he  designed  to  uphold  the  doctrine  tliat  the  peo-  ;! 
pie  are  not  bound  to  adhere  to  the  terns  of  the  j;- 
compact  to  which  they  arc  parties.    His  plain  an-  h 
swer  was  this :  that  no  Convention  that  ever  sil  U 
or  ever  will  sit  in  this  republican  land  hafetfai  h- 
right  to  bind  posterity.    The  people  are  Qmoifi^  fs 
tent,  and   when  they  speak  it  is  '*the  delegsM'  > 
voice  of  God''    The  creature  is  not  above  the  *s 
Creator.    The  compact  is  binding  so  long  ssAe -s 
sovereignty  who  framed  it,  wills  it  and  ootil  it-  \. 
voked,  is  supreme  over  all  and  mutt  be  obcyt' »  * 
but  it  cannot  survive  one  moment  lonfsr  thiD  '\ 
llie  ]ieople  ordain  that  it  should  last. 

He  held  that  the  theory  of  compact  betvtM  ^ 
counties  in  a  Slate,  or  the  minority  with  the  war  ,^ 
jority,  re(|uiring  the  assent  of  all  to  changs  tki^Vs 
Constitution,  to  be  founded  in  error — groeseni^^ 
There  is  but  one  party — the  people.  TheasJiR^i^ 
ty  of  tlie  people  can  make  or  un  make  it  ■<" 
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otherwiM,  then  our  ancestors  who  formed  thin 
CoDititation  must  have  expected  that  the  right  of 
the  magoritj  could  alone  be  secured  by  blood- 
shed—experience was  not  necessary  to  inculcate 
the  lenon  that  a  minority  never  surrender  power 
by  voluntary  action.  Gentlemen  will  perceive, 
that  the  doctrine  he  was  seeking  to  maintain, 
was  this,  that  the  people  bad  intelligence  enough 
to  make  or  unmake  a  Constitution  without  a  re- 
sort to  pikes  and  gims.  Aye,  sir !  without  being 
ground  to  the  earth  by  the  iron  heel  of  despo- 
tism ;  without  being  the  victims  of  tyranny  ;  the 
people  may,  and  of  right  ought  to,  alter  their 
form  of  government,  with  a  view  to  the  adop- 
tioo  of  ft  better  system  of  government ;  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  improvements  daily  made  in 
the  science  of  goveniment;  to  keep  pace  with 
the  onward  progress  of  free  principles.  While 
he  spokCf  we  were  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution, 
not  only  '*  bloodless  as  yet,"  but,  to  borrow  a  fa- 
miliar phrase,  all  is  "as  calm  as  a  summer's 


Without  the  maehinenr  of  a  legislative  act,  or 
forms  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  he  insisted, 
that  the  people  might  take  into  their  own  hands 
the  work  of  reforming  the  Constitution,  and  they 
would  be  seldom  found  to  act  on  light  and  trivial 
grounds.  He  supposed  a  case,  that  the  people  of 
Kent  eomity  chose  to  meet  togetlier  for  the  pur^ 
of  framing  a  Constitution,  and  that  instni- 
ras  proelaimed  by  that  meeting  and  sub- 
to  the  people  of  the  State,  would  they 
have  ft  right  to  adopt  it  ?  and  if  assented  to  by 
the  political  powec  of  the  State,  would  it  not  be 
vftlid  and  binding?  All  forms  are  mere  matters 
of  eoBveience,  and  are  not  obligatory* 

Mr.  CftisriBLn  asked  Inr  what  process  this  Con- 
stitution of  the  people,  if  ratified,  was  te  be  car- 
ried out  1  How  did  he  propose  to  ascertain  if  it 
was  ratified  by  a  majority  ? 

He  shoald  come  to  that  presently,  and  in  pass- 
ing, need  only  say  that  when  the  gentleman  from 
Sonanet,  (Mr.  Crisfield,)  and  the  gentleman 
firom  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  both  denying  the 
coDStltntiooal  right  of  the  Legislature, (as  did  the 
pftrtj  to  which  they  belong,  in  many  a  hard 
nni^t  contest,)  to  pass  the  very  act  which  call- 
td  this  Convention  into  being,  and  likewise  de- 
nying that  "the  ends  of  justice  have  been  perver- 
ted, and  liliertv  manifestly  endangered,"(tne  rev- 
dhrtkioary  right,)  and  pass  through  the  fiery  or- 
deal  with  their  robes  unscorchcd;  (it  will  not  do 
to  say,  that  they  hold  their  places  by  as  good  a 
title  **ai  any  cue  elut^^  possession  not  being  a 
good  plea  in  /bro  eonsctefUta:,)  it  will  bo  time 
cnoogn  for  them  to  set  in  judgment  upon  the 
modes  the  people  may  hereafter  adopt,  to  de- 
elare  their  will,  and  when  they  do  so  declare, 
pos8ibly,these  gentlemen  may  be  members  of  the 
CouventJon. 

Bot,  sir,  for  the  sake  of  the  great  principle  he 
would  be  more  explicit.  He  held  the  doctrine 
that  the  people— that  is,  a  clear  and  unquestion- 
aUe  majority--havo  aright  to  determine  in  what 
mode  their  will  is  to  be  proclaimed,  and  permit 
him  to  say,  that  whenever  they  shall  speak  in 
thunder  tones  and  adopt  a  Constitution  m  such 
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mode  and  manner,  as  to  evince  to  the  world  that 
it  is  the  expression  of  a  majority,  no  political 
Canute  can  be  found  to  stay  the  onward  tide  of 
public  sentiment;  it  will  come  to  the  practical 
test  of  public  opinion,  and  as  was  admitted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kent  in  a  former  discuHion, 
when  he  held  this  Convention  to  be  unauthorized 
by  any  recognized  form  of  law,  that,  neverthe- 
less, the  Constitution  which  tliey  should  present, 
none  but  a  madman  would  dare  oppose,  af\er  it 
had  met  the  sanction  of  the  people.  He  did  not 
expect  that  there  would  be  lound  any  man  bold 
enough  to  say  that  such  a  movement  should  be 
put  down  by  executive  batteries. 

If  the  proposition  he  sought  to  maintain  was 
regarded  as  unsound,  let  some  j^entleman  bring 
forward  a  proposition  disalFirming  it.  The  dii^ 
fercncc  between  himself  and  those  who  opposed 
the  amendment  was  this :  They  no  doubt  enter- 
tain a  fear  that  if  we  recofsnize  this  principle, 
that  the  people  have  the  right  to  alter  or  change 
their  Constitution  at  will  and  pleasure*,  that  they 
will  abuse  that  right,  and  that  it  will  be  exer- 
cised without  sufiicient  reason,  and  for  light  and 
trivial  causes.  Ily  what  authority  is  this  judg- 
ment pronounced  against  the  virtue  and  intelFi- 
gcnce  of  the  people?  He  entertained  no  such 
opinion  as  to  the  great  mas4  of  the  people.  If  he 
thought  so  he  would  openly  confess  that  the 
great  experiment  which  was  being  tried,  wheth- 
er man  was  capable  of  aelf-govcrnmeDt  had  prov- 
ed a  miserable  failure.  Gentlemen  must  not 
confound  the  term  peopte  with  that  of  nub.  Give 
them,  sir,  a  good  Constitution,  and  they  wilt  ap- 
preciate it  as  an  unpiirchasable  treasure.  They 
will  cling  the  closer  to  it  when  the  tempest  of 
passion  is  aroused  by  demagogues,  and  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  happiness,  they  will 
not  exchanire  the  tried  gold  for  Uie  counterfeit 
presentimeiit. 

Mr.  I^  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Chambers  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
for  the  moment  to 

Mr.  Hicks,  who  said  he  wished  to  ofier  an 
amendment,  but  not  to  make  a  speech  upon  it. 
He  desired  simply  to  state  that  if  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr. 
Presstman,)  was  adopted,  that  contained  in  his 
(Mr.  H.*s)  amendment,  must  necessarily  go 
with  it. 

Mr.  H.*s  amendment  was  read  as  follows  : 

Amend  said  amendment  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof,  the  following: 

**And  that  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  shall  have  the  ri^ht  to  secede  and  unite 
themselves,  and  the  territory  occupied  by  them, 
to  such  adjoining  State  as  they  shall  elect^* 

Mr.  Chambers  said  in  reply  to  the  call  for  his 
opinion.  Why  if  the  people  were  supreme,  the  act 
convening  the  Legislature  was  not  constitutional, 
he  had  only  to  repeat,  as  he  had  before  said,  it 
was  because  the  bill  of  rights  and  the  constitu- 
tion positively  forbid  any  change  in  the  organic 
law,  except  in  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  59th 
article.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  upon  a  dis- 
cassion  of  the  doctrines  of  the  reform  party.  He 
i  would,  however,  say,  they  tak«  t.\\t\x  Qxx^xwVatw:^ 


liDcc  the  period  uaignad  bj  the  ^nllaman,  (Mr. 
PrenUnaii.)  Many  jeara  rolled  on  and  laanj 
cliiDSCS  in  parties  occurred  before  ever  a  whii- 

Cerwas  heard  that  a  Convention  could  be  celled 
J  a  aingle  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  indeed  be- 
fore ■  Convention,  called  in  any  waj,  wai  heard 
or.  Ai  (o  the  risht  of  the  people  to  administer, 
ntform  or  alter  their  Conititution  wheneTer  they 
may  think  proper,  he  neior  doubted  or  denied 
it.  No  man  in  this  age  and  country  doei  or  can 
danbtordeny  it.  He  asked  if  thai  wai  not 
gennine  democntie  doctrine.  But  Aou  wis  il  to 
badone?  When  on  this  point  they  compared 
nolea,  it  would  be  found  he  was  a  better  Oemo- 
cralthan  the  gentleman  wan.  I,  (said  Mr.  C.,} 
gire  mone  power  lo  the  people  and  ^ay  they  can 
preticribe — the  "how"  they  can  "bind  lliem- 
■elfei  "  while  he  uys  Ihey  tiavena  power  todc 
n.  The  ^ntleman  admiti  the  language  of  his 
propoailion  is  cloudy,  and  he  lays  letlhose  that 
comeaneius  find  out  for  IhemielTes  its  true 
Gonalruction.  No,  sir,  let  us  make  ourselvei 
clearly  tlndenlood-^let  every  thing  be  plain,  not 
Bpuizle  lo  those  who  are  to  come  after  ui.  The 
Conititution  is  not  for  lawyers  and  the  courtt 
only,  but  for  all  clasEei  and  descriptions  of  clti- 

The  lit  article  in  the  bill  of  rights  is  in  these 
words,"all  government  originatei  Prom  the  people. 
afiundid  in  contact,  and  instituted  solely  for  the 
gtwd  of  the  wkoU.''  What  meant  these  words, 
"founded  in  compactj"  Were  they  senselesi? 
No— but  full  of  meaning.  OovornmeDt  was  i 
compact  and  for  the  uik«J(.  Yet,  says  the  gen- 
tleman, a  part  may,  at  their  will  and  pleasure, 
violate  its  most  solemn  engBgements.  True  il 
is,  there  is  no  judicial  tribune  before  which  a 
breach  may  be  prosecuted,  but  the  moral  and 
political  obligation  to  ob^erre  lis  terms  is  none 
the  less  for  that. 

Mr.  PausTHAN  wished  tn  hear  the  rcaions  on 
which  this  Tiew  was  founded.  The  gentleman 
from  Kent  admitted  the  right  of  the  people  to 
make  the  camparl.  Had  they  not  then  an  equal 
right  tn  change  the  compact? 

Mr.  CHinaEBi  replied,  he  had  said  so  iu  "tolli- 
drm  irrlij,"  and  he  now  repeated  it.  (Here, 
with  a  pause  iner  every  word,  he  said  in  a  rery 
■low  end  deliberate  manner.)  1  admit  the  rii[hi 
of  the  sovereign  people  to  change  the  Constitu- 
tion whenever  they  think  proper  to  do  so,  Wat 
tlial  emphatic  enough !  But  yet  they  must  do  il 
legally. 

When'  lliey  have  themselves  declared  the 
mode  and  manner,  and  the  only  mode  and  man^ 
ncr,  they  must  punue  it.  Here  ttiey  divided. 
The  gentleman  wys  they  may  do  it  in  despite  of 
the  compact  without  Constitution  or  law,  against 
Constitution  and  law.  Well,  he  should  not  argue 
against  this  doctrine.  lie  would  as  loon  enter 
into  an  elaborate  logical  argument  with  the  most 
nervous,  timid  chilJ.  to  persuade  it  to  be  alarmed 
when  suddenly  brought  into  the  immediate  pre- 
tence of  a  hideous  momter,  ai  he  would  toper. 
■uade  the  people  that  they  ought  to  dread  this 
political  monster ;  and  he  was  free  to  say  that  of 
all  the  horrible  moDilen  ttiat  erer  pruenteil 


themselves  to  his  political  vision,  tha  most  honi- 
Jile  was  a  mob,  and  a«  he  had  before  said,  such 
a  doctrine,  if  sanctioned,  would  ultimalalj  lead 
lo  that— Ibe  exercise  af  this  lawless  powtr  by  a 

He  had  been  asked,  Why  not  provide  for*  Odb- 
Tsntion? 

He  would  say  itwas  not  only  proper,  but  it  ww 
our  duty  to  do  this.  We  repreient  the  piople — 
we  are  forming  the  compact.  Now  is  the  time 
to  doit,  and  ifnoone  else  does,  (Mr-C  }Baid.  be 
pledged  himieif  to  offer  a  provision  r^latii^ 
the  mode  of  calling  a  Convention-  Tbu  mode 
of  proceeding  had -lately  become  quite  faah- 
ionabte,  and  if  the  good  people  of  Maryland 
chose  to  follow  it,  they  mast  be  indulged.  Only 
let  every  ihing  be  done  "decently  and  in  order J" 
Let  il  be  done  according  to  the  form  of  lav- 
Hare  a  Convention  once  a  year,  if  it  be  deemed 
proper— name  a  commission  to  call  it  at  plea- 
sure—give to  the  City  Couneil  of  Ballimnre,  if 
it  muvt  be  so,  the  power  to  convene  a  Cooven- 
tioni  hut  let  it  be  done  "according  to  tha  Ooa- 
stitution  and  Laws  of  the  land."  Never  puwtioii 
the  idea  that  an  irresponsible  self-cicatBd  bodr 
of  mon,  excited  by  the  fiercest  pasirioM,  woan^ 
ed  by  defeat  and  disappoiDlmenl,  embiitbred  by 
pari;  colliiioni  and  animasilies,  and  enflaned  by 
nlfish  unprincipled  demagogues  to  a  sl«te  of 
madness  as  well  as  folly— never  lularate  the  idea 
that  such  an  asMinblage,  itself  the  sole  Judge  of 
it*  own  numbers,  of  its  own  powers,  ita  o^ 
mode  of  proceeding,  without  my  rule  to  guide  or 
any  authority  to  restrain  its  action,  but  ita  on 
unbridled  will— ii  the  powercompet««ln  rule— 
to  put  down  an  existing  government  and  fuuad  a 
new  one.  He  described  the  propositioD,  with 
its  "Gorgon  head"  is  an  alarming  heresy  which 
should  be  abjured   by  every  wise  and  prudent 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  both 
these  propositions,  and  that  if  he  wen  in  fail  teat 
when  the  question  was  taken,  he  should  rota  for 
both  with  infinite  pleasure.  The  finrt  [continued 
Mt.  J.]  is  a  self-evident  propoiition.  1  cannot 
see  that  it  requires  a  moment's  discussion.  la 
the  nineleenth  century,  with  thirty  republican 
coMtitutioru  before  our  eyes  in  which  it  finds  a 
place,  it  is  an  axiom— and  it  is  two  late  for  ma, 
at  least,  to  discus  it-  The  history  of  our  own 
country  and  of  Prance,  demonstrales  that  oppres- 
sion, intolerable  oppression,  may  be  thrown  off 
by  tha  people  whenever  they  choose  to  rise  up 
in  their  majesty  and  aseert  their  rights.  It  is  a 
power  which  cannot  be  taken  away  from  tha 
people,  and  of  which  they  cannot  even  diverf 
themselven  And  if  this  Convention  should  fane 
a  Constitution,  one  of  the  provisioni  of  whieh 
should  declare  it  to  be  unalterable  for  ever — aai 
if  tliat  Constitution,  thus  stamped  with  a  jmt- 
pelual  existence,  should  be  ratified  by  a  unaai- 
mous  vote  of  the  people  of  the  Stale  of  Hai^ 
land,  it  would  be  an  absurdity  so  gross,  that  m 
fifty  jean  hence  or  less,  when  ita  proviaiem 
might  have  ceased  lo  be  applicable  to  anolhsr, 
and  a  diUcrent  condition  of  thinp,  the  peopla 
would  cast  it  iBdignantlj  aside,  tod  mbitilute  fot 


UaneqiMiiclaw  better  laited  to  thair  wiahcg 
and  naeowtiM.  Men  would  he  worie  than 
iImtm  if  the;  were  to  hold  themMlvu  bound  bjp 
Mich  deerecB,  or  jield  a  tame  acquJetceoee  in 
tbem. 

TIm  people  arc  elemil — immortal.  GoTfim- 
BCBt  if  ioimartal — thou)>h  its  peculiar  form  anO 
ftatutet  muil  be  changf  d,  m  as  lo  be  ailapled  tu 
the  Buetaations  of  human  life  and  tha  Tiriini- 
tudee  of  human  attain.  1  will  not  go  into  a  puz- 
lie.  It  it  admitted  that  tlie  people  liate  a  righi 
toiiiBke,andtochangclheirCoiiaiiluiion.  I  will 
not  go  Into  dialeetica  ta  show,  that  whan  J  admit 
a  bMrd  principle,  and  aa;  ''Tea,  jou  maj  do  t]iii> 
fliifiR  for  yontwif  lo-dajr,"  I  cannot  cripple  and 
imralihia  that  rcr;  princijile  bj  addinr,  "but 
ymi  euuiet  kt  the  people  do  it  for  Ihcmselvri  to- 
taemnr.*'  I  belong  to  no  such  achool  of  tactics. 
If  tiM  people  hare  iha  right  tiMlajr  to  c)4an|r£ 
tMr  CMMilution,  thty  haie  the  right  to-morrow. 
AilkahniDdsand  Ifae  circumntancei  by  whiuh 
Umj  are  tumMioded  change,  thejr  maj  ■' 
ebaBia  their  CoiwlituUan,  u  to  gtru  it  a  inoi 
pcrfMladsptatiui  lothe  new  condition  of  affuir 
Take  an  illnalration — it  may,  perhaps,  at  Ih 
lime  of  daji  be  legardod  aa  an  absurd  one ;  bat 
will  auawer  for  the  occasion.  I^  us  imagine  at) 
the  departmentf  oftbegovenimEnl—teEKlttiTo^ 
eaaculJTe  and  judicial— coni  pi  ring  to  overthrow 
tbe  infloanca  oi  the  people,  and  to  munopali' 
ppwor  wilfaio  their  own  handi.  la  there  ■ 
with  *  faunaii  heart  beating  in  his  bo^om, 
niiJliMtjet  retains  one  lingering  impression 
of  tbagrMt  principle!  of  human  freedom,  ihal 
wouM  not  rebel— inilantly,  wildlj  rebel  againit 
loeh  outngei?  The  pcopie'-tlie  people  alone- 
are  to  direct  and  control  these  things ;  and  I  will 
r  ciu«e   hy    caJJing   Ihem  a 


Mr-CnaNBEas,  of  Kent,  interposed  and  said, 
Ihal  he  bad  applied  the  term  lo  a  certain  clasi  of 
lawleaa  bmd,  and  hoped  he  was  not  uiidenlood 
ai  appljing  it  lo  all  popular  assemblies.  If  the 
gaoUeaiao  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  hud 
ul^Hltood  bim  aa  sajing  one  word  either  in  op- 
powliM  lo  Ibe  right  of  revolution,  or  in  relation 
lo  thai  ibbt  at  all,  the  gentleman  was  mistaken. 
HewH^cbling  a  shadow.  Whenever  oppiet- 
(iMt  jiwli&d  reToluti<^,  that  was  unotlier  aHair. 
Mr.  Johnson,  (continuing.)  1  whs  not  answer* 
ing  the  aipuncnU  1  do  not  intend  to  do  so,  nor 
to  go  into  a  akirmish.  1  consider  the  term  inap- 
prapllate  1«  the  people  of  Maryland.  What  is 
nrolQtion  1  What  is  meant  by  the  term  ?  Lei 
BicanMi  to  the  BManingof  word)  and  define  them. 
All  cbai^  ii  revolution, 
MrCiixMicaf,  of  Kent,  (in  hit  teat.)  Forcible 

Mr.  JoHKsoM,  (eonlinuing.)  Tliat  is  another 
tiiiDg.  I  am  not  to  be  drawn  ufl'  in  that  way.  I 
aay,  revoluliou  is  chance,  alteration, 
Revolutian  is  coioE  on  daily,  liourly.  i 
natut*.  All  the  elements  are  in  a  atal 
lution.  The  seasons  gracefully  revol 
Dot  goins  to  discuss  what  is  revolution 
Ibat  be  pretaDlad  ai  a  bugbear  here, 
flood— it  it  not  &re— it  u  not  twonl- 


cannon.  ReTolution  is  alleialion.  V/e  are  in 
the  progrtsa  of  revoiulion  at  tliii  moment.  We 
are  charging,  or  atlempling  to  ehange  a  past 
alate  of  Ihingi  to  a  present,  snd  a  future;  and  I 
aupposo  that  those  who  come  after  us  will  be  as 
wise  a.4  we  are,  with  all  of  our  eiperienee,  and, 
at  the  same  lime,  more  than  our  iinawledge.  [ 
pass  over  the  Rtsl  and  second  articles  of  the  bill 
of  rights.  The  fourth  article  leaches  revolii- 
lion.  Human  language  cannot  be  stronger.  It 
leaches  us  thui  whenever  ttia  people  are  oppres- 
sell,  ii  is  their  high  anil  holy  duty  to  turn,  out 
their  rulers  and  kick  olf  a  gutemment  that  gtWa 
Ihcm.  Thai  duly  is  inscribed  upon  the  decree'- 
ofttie  political  Decalogue  of  Manland.  Itiall- 
ruady  ipoken.    It  is  already  proclaimed. 

Mow  Ihon  may  you  do  this  thing  ?  If  the  peo- 
ple have  the  power,  and  that  is  conceded,  then  I 
agree  with  tlie  genileman  fiom  Baltimore,  (Mr. 
Pretslman,Jtliat  they  will  always  have  good  seuse 
enoueh  to  exercise  the  power  discreetly  and  wise- 
ly. It  is  uol  for  nie  to  hold  up  the  feeble  light  of 
my  pale  candle — it  is  not  for  me  to  confine  with- 
in the  conipsM  of  my  own  limited  horizon,  the 
deaircs,  llio  hopes,  the  interests,  the  necessities 
of  those  who  may  follow  me,  and  whose  expanse 
ofvision  may  perhsps leave  my  own  in  compara- 
tive darkness.  Tbe  r|ueition  is  plain.  1  will 
not  argue  it.  1  will  vote  ■'  aye,"  Ironi  inorning 
lo  nighl,  and  from  night  lo  morning  on  such  pro- 
poaitioni.  I  recollect  that  when  a  boy,  some 
twenty  years  ago,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
American  Historical  Society  held  a  meetin|r  fur 
the  pirpose  of  organization.  1  attended  it.  The 
venerable  John  Quiney  Adaait  was  made  Presi- 
dent, and  the  firritduly  was  to  furm  a  Constitu- 
tion. Article  by  article  was  adapted ;  and  finally 
i  young  lawyer  ruse  in  his  place,  and  oRered  uri 
irticle, declaring  that  a  majority  ofttie  society 
could  change  their  Conslilution  whenever  llicy 
pleased.  He  was  about  addressing  tha  Chair, 
«hen  the  venerable  old  man  said  lo  him,  "  Sir, 
'less  to  incorporate  buch  an  article  in  the 
''  in  ;  lor  in  the  nineteonlh  century,  in 
aencB,  it  would  he  ridiculous  lo  assprt  a  pow- 
which  no  one  dare  deny,  and  in  which  Iho 
whole  world  concur. " 

Therefore,  whether  we  insert  In  our  Constilu- 
tioQ  those  declarations,  as  lo  what  the  people 
may  do,  or  whether  we  do  not  insert  iliem, 
tlicy  can,  and  will,  whenever  they  are  in  a  ma- 
jority, correct  the  abuses  of  their  guvemment. 
I  lay,  ihey  always  will  do  it.  There  is  not  in 
the  wide  world  a  people  more  forbearing,  m<ire 
orderly,  more  law-loving,  more  altaclied  to  tlie 
true  principlot  of  repuHican  government,  than 
tha  people  of  this  brave  oli|  Slate  of  Maryland. 
If  any  evidence  of  this  truth  is  needed,  we  hate 
but  lopuinllo  the  patient  enduiuiice  with  which 
they  have  eonsenled  lo  live  under  their  old  Con- 
stitution, without  suffering  themselves  lobe  <iuick- 
ened  to  rash  or  evil  acli. 


BulIwiUsaynomore 
iOii — not  to  m  ike  aii  arg 


lelogive 


rgument.    Nor  do  I  Ai 

.  fur  I  du  nut  believe  ihul  any  ronverU 
are  to  be  made  on  Ibis  question  by  diseiie'ing  il. 
Mr.  BacNT,  of  Baltimore  cily,  admitlcd  ttuit 


Ihe  people  hua  »  right  to  change  Iheir  Cotulitu- 
tior.  Ho  man  could  dep;  or  fetter  Ihii  right. 
But  he  entered  hi»  protest  ■eaint  tome  of  the 
doetrinei  wbinh  liid  been  laid  dowo,  ukl  the  cf- 
icet  of  which  mutlit  be  tlia  eubhtilulion  of  Ijnn- 
ny  in  the  place  of  our  free  inatitutioni.  Admit 
ling  tlH  abatract  doctrine,  the  question  is, 


multitudinous  anemhlj.or  are  they  igenU,  legal- 
ly elected  bjr  qualified  voters^  It  can  only  be 
■Mertained  by  the  ballul'tHis  who  are  the  repo' 
ittol-ict  of  this  power.  It  is  tlie  ballot-box  that 
D*erthrowa  all  the  alnlractioiis  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kent.  He  dilfercd  from  hie  colleague  who 
had  expieeied  his  eppmilion  to  the  action  pf  Ihe 
legislature  in  framing  a  Constitulion. 

Mr.  rnadTKkH  asked  his  colleague  if  he 
thought  there  was  no  other  way  of  obtaining  a 
nhange  of  tlie  Coiiatilution,  but  by  a  lesisIativE 

Mr.  Bkiut  replied,  there  wan  none.  Ali  must 
be  orderly  and  legally  done.  Tliat  done,  he  was 
nedy  to  go  with  his  colleague  through  all  the 
danger  which  was  anticipated  hy  some,  from  be- 
ginning to  end.  But  there  was  no  other  way, 
except  tlirough  the  law.  How  could  it  be  prov- 
ed that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  people  in  fa- 
yorof  any  movement,  but  through  the  ballot-boi ; 
■nd  the  ballots  must  be  de{iusitecl  by  quaJiScd  vo- 
ter*, before  legally  appointed  judgi  9  of  elections, 
udaccording  to  Ihe  prescribed  forms;  and  when, 
in  tbii  way,  the  lotes  of  ilic  people  shall  be  giv- 
en In  favor  of  the  Constitution  on  which  we  are 
now  ensaged,  it  will  have  all  the  power  of  en 
organic  law.  The  influence  of  the  people  is  om- 
nipotent, Id  a  moral  sense,  at  the  ballot-box ;  and 
in  a  physical  sense,  when  a  resort  to  violence  is 
resolved  on.  The  majority  which  has  made  Ihe 
eonpact  has  the  riglit  to  revoknit.  It  is  not  like 
« compact  made  between  two  sovereign  States; 
it  ii  an  agreement  made  among  each  other,  and 
thenfore  may,  at  any  time,  be  rhanged  hy  the 
people  who  made  it.  It  is  not  like  the  laws  of 
the  Medes  and  Persians.  It  may  be  altcicd  at 
■ny  time.  If  the  people  choose  to  Fay  this  Coo- 
atitution  shall  not  be  revoked,  still  the  same  pco- 

ffirogl<^  revoke  it  at  any  time  by  a  resort  to  the 
lot-box,  or  by  physical  force.  While  he  would 
TOle  for  the  proposition,  he  differed  from  hiscol- 
leegue  in  his  view  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Constitution  may  be  altered.  There  wtt  no  way 
to  iscerlain  the  sense  of  the  majority  of  the  peo> 
pie  but  by  the  b*Uot-box, 

Mr.  Phxssthan  asked,  supposing  that  the  Leg- 
islaturo  thought  inexpedient  to  call  a  Con- 
vention, was  there  no  such  thing  as  a  pBaceablo 
revolution  !  A.nd  iftliere  is  no  provision  insert- 
ed in  the  hill  of  rights  to  meet  this  case,  Ihe  ef- 
fect would  he,  that,  in  such  cxtrcmitv,  the  peo- 
ple rai^the  driven  to  a  bloody  retolulion,  which 
if  uuuccenful,  would  bring  on  all  engaged  in  it, 
Ihe  penaltyof  treason.  He  wished  to  know  if 
there  was  no  mode  of  bringing  abou«  a  peacea- 
ble revolution^ 

Mr.  BaiKT  replied,  that  ihere  waf  no  such 
tbJDs  u  ■  pMceable  revolution.    He.  siked  bis 


colleague  if  ^company  of  indivtduali  were lo get 
together,  and  take  poseeeeion  of  the  polk,  and  ap- 
point the  judges  of  election,  would  they  notvio- 
lete  ths  law,  and  render  tbenselvea  liable  to 
punishment'  Thebatlotbox  would  be  comiplad 
by  such  conduct,  and  no  one  eould  foreaaa  the 
evils  wliich  would  result  from  this  kind  of  raro- 
lution.  Theonlywayin  which  the  people  cut 
secure  future  Conventions,  without  legislative 
action,  is  to  insert  a  provision  that  a  ConTentiaa 
shall  be  held  every  seven  yeara;  and  if  the  le^a- 
lalure  is  not  to  be  permitted  to  act,  he  could  de- 
visenociiher  mode  by  which  itcoidd  be  eSect- 
ed.  Otherwise,  it  must  be  brought  about  ben- 
after,  as  it  bad  heretofore  been,  by  an  act  01  Uia 
legislature.  There  was  odW  one  other  peace- 
able  mode,  if  such  it  could  be  called,  that  ia,  if 
the  people  should  rise  in  the  majesty  of  (Iwir 
power,  and  present  tbemKlvee  in  such  ovenrbel- 
ming  numbers  that  those  who  bad  been  cntiwt- 
ed  with  the  charge  of  the  Government  sbould 
quietly  yield  and  abandon  their  paste  witbout 
resistance. 

And  then  pending  the  question. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  to-tnociuw 
at  II  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  January  99, 18S1. 
The  Convention  met  at  eleven  o'clock. 
Prayer  WBSmade  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Geirnra. 
The  roll  was  called,  and  a  quorum  being  prte- 
ent,  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  noa  i^ 

The  PaEdDENT  elated  that  report!  from  vm- 

mittees  were  now  in  order- 
No  reports  were  made- 
Mr.  Doaier  presented  the  petition  of  JaaNi 

'^ykes  and  others,  praying  tliat  Howard  Dntriet, 

*•         --     '  ■  :ouLtv,  may  be   r-^-   

call^  "HowBid 

ving  been  read, 

Mr,  boasEv  moved  its  reference  to  tbe  eoa- 

millce  on  representation- 
Mr.  Bowie  moved   itf  reference  ta  ■  wlaet 

committee. 
Tbe  propriety   of  the  reference  wae  briefly 

spoken  to,  by  Metier*.  Gwikk,  Bowib,  BHini 

and  RsailHB. 
The  question  was  then  taken  and  tbe  petitlM 

was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
The  Fkesioeht  announced  the  following  gan- 

tlemen  as  composing  tbe  said  committee : 
Messrs-    DoatEv,  Bowie,  Smith,    Hanain, 

■nd  RiciuD. 


Mr.  Micaaw  celled  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
vention to  the  order  which  had  yeaterdny  been 
■dopteil,  providing  for  an  adjournment  over  Sat- 
urday  for   the  purpuee  of   repairing    the  be- 

M[i  M.  referred  to  thcinconTeoieDceto  wUdi 
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thofe  members  were  subjected,  whose  seats  were 
in  thftt  quarter  of  the  Hall  opposite  the  commit- 
tee room,  by  the  constant  passing  and  re-passing 
of  members  and  others,  and  he  moved  the  ap- 
pointmeot  of  a  committee  of  three,  whose  duty 
it  should  be  to  ascertain  what  alteration  could 
be  made  in  the  Hall  that  would  add  to  the  com- 
fort and  conrenience  of  the  members. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

Tbe  committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  the 
following  gentlemen : 

Mevrs.  Maoraw,  Dirickbun,  and  Sapping- 

TOW. 

HOCK  or   MEETING. 

Mr.  STEPBeNsoH  offered  the  following  or- 
der. 

** Ordered,  That  from  and  after  the  third  day  of 
February  next,  this  Convention  will  meet  dailv 
at  10  o'elock,  A.  M.,  except  Mondays,  on  which 
day  the  hour  of  meeting  shall  be  11  o^clock.'* 

Mr.  RmcBLT  moved  that  the  order  be  laid  up- 
on the  table. 

Mr,  Harbinb  asked  tlieycas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas  35, 
nays  37. 

So  the  motion  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wabb  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  mak- 
ing the  hour  of  meeting  on  Monday  12  o^clock. 

Mr.  Stbprbnson  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  John  Newcomeb  moved  to  amend,  by 
making  the  hour  of  meeting  on  Monday  ten  in- 
stead of  twelve. 

Mr.  Steprekson  accepted  the  amendment. 

And  by  ayes 21,  noes  S4,  the  amendment  was 
rejeeted. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Mr.  Da- 
sBiBLLf  and  after  some  conversation  on  a  point  of 
order,  were  taken,  and  were  yeas  40,  nays  37. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Morgan  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BccBANAN  seconded  the  motion. 

Tlie  call  was  ordered,  and  the  roll  of  the  mem- 
bers was  called. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mc Henry,  all  further  pro- 
ceedings 00  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the  reading 
of  Che  resolution  was  called  for,  and  its  confused 
phnaeokjfy,  as  amended,  give  rise  to  some  merri- 


Mr.  Tuck  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  the 
bonr  of  half-past  eleven  on  Monday. 

Tbe  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McMastbr  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject 00  the  table. 

Mr.  Stephenson  asked  the  ^eas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McMastbr  withdrew  liis  motion. 

Mr.  Morgan  renewed  it. 

Mr.  Harbinb  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas  35, 
nays  40. 

So  the  subject  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
nsolution. 

Mr.  Phblps  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  continual 
changes  of  rules  which  the  Convention  made,  and 
to  tlie  coniumption  of  time  which  resulted  from 


Buneombe  speeches  made  on  propositions  of  this 
description,  when 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Habbinb,  to  pcst- 
pone  the  orders  of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  oi  dis- 
posing of  the  pending  question. 

The  Convention  refused  to  postpone. 

And  thereupon  Uie  Convention  passed  to  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

MASTER  AND  SLAVE. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  by  general  consent,  called  the 
attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  proceedings 
which  had  taken  place  yesterday  on  the  report 
of  Committee  No.  14,  upon  the  relation  of  mas- 
ter and  slave.  The  Convention  would  recollect, 
he  said,  that  he  had  moved  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  be  postponed  until  Monday 
next.  The  committee  had  met  last  night,  and 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
bntter  to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Prince  U cargo's  couniy,  (Mr.  iiowle.)  in 
lieu  of  their  own  rejiort.  The  amendment  pro- 
posed by  that  gentleman,  was  in  the  following 
words: 

**The  legislature  shall  not  pass  any  law  to 
abolish  or  change  tlie  relation  of  master  and 
slave,  as  it  now  exists  in  this  Slate." 

The  only  words  added  by  the  committee,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  J.)  are  the  words  *'or  change,^'  after 
the  word  **abolish." 

Mr.  Bowie.     That  will  do. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  continuing.  I  believe  that  this 
will  meet  with  the  unanimous  spprobation  of  the 
Convention.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  say  that 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  the  provision 
which  they  had  reported,  did,  in  fact  cover  the 
whole  ground.  They  have  instructed  me,  how- 
ever, to  report  the  amendment,  and  1  hope  it  will 
be  adopted. 

Whilst  I  am  on  tlie  floor,  I  will  say  that  I 
hope  we  shall  not  hereafter  hear  any  denuncia- 
tions as  to  the  action  of  the  committees  of  this 
body,  unless  gentlemen  are  perfectly  sure  that 
they  stand  in  a  position  which  entitles  them  to 
male  charges  of  dereliction  of  duty.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  I 
have  been  placed,  have  always  been  attended 
bf  such  members  as  were  in  the  city,  and  last 
night,  inclement  as  the  weather  was,  the  venera- 
ble and  distin^ished  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey,)  was  in  attendance,  as  was 
also  every  other  member.  Every  proposition 
which  has  been  referred  to  that  committee,  has 
been  considered,  and  though  of  course  there  have 
been  difl'erences  of  opinion,  yet  every  subject  has 
been  acted  on,  so  far  as  it  was  possible  to  act. 
1  have  felt  it  due  to  myself  to  make  this  brief 
statement  of  facts. 

1  hope  the  orders  of  the  day  will  be  postponed 
to  enable  the  Convention  to  act  upon  this  re- 
port. 

The  President.  The  Convention  having  re- 
fused to  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day,  the  mo- 
tion can  only  be  received  by  unanimous  con- 
sent 

[Cries  of  "conacDt"— ''consent"] 
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Mr.  Jenifer.  I  think  that  as  this  is  a  mere 
isolated  proposition,  as  to  which,Ibe1iete,  there 
will  be  great  ananimity  in  the  CbnTentioD,  it  will 
be  well  that  we  should  act  upon  it  at  once,  and 
■bow  (o  the  State  and  to  the  world,  that  this  pro- 
position has  met  with  but  one  response  in  this 
body. 

Mr.  Bowie.    Let  us  take  the  rote. 

Mr.  Spekcbr.  I  move  that  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  report  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer.) 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  quesiion  then  reeurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amended  report  of  Mr.  Jenifer. 

And,  without  debate,  motion  or  question,  the 
report  was  adopted  nnanimoudy. 

The  pRffsiDENT  directed  that  fact  to  be  enters 
ed  upon  the  Journal. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

THE  BILL  OF   RIGHTS. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of 
Rights  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 
And  the  state  of  the  question  was  this : 
Article  1st  bein^  under  consideration  yester- 
day, in  the  following  words  : 

"That  all  government  of  right  originates  for 
the  people,  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in> 
stitutcd  solely  for  the  good  of  the  whole." 

Mr.  PaBSSTMAN  had  moved  to  amend  the  said 
article,  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing: 

"And  they  have  at  all  times  the  inalienable 
right  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolisn  their  form  of 
Government,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think 
expedient." 

And  Mr.  Hicks  had  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment,  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the 
following: 

**And  that  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
State  shall  have  the  right  to  secede  and  unite 
themselves  and  the  territory  occupied  by  them 
to  such  adjoining  State  ait  they  shall  elect.'* 

And  the  pending  question  was  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hick 8. 

Mr.  J.  U.  Dennis  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 
He  said,  that  whenever  there  was  a  controversy 
between  parties,  the  specific  matter  in  dispute 
should  first  be  well  aroertained  and  understood, 
and  the  points  of  difierence  fairly  and  plainly 
laid  down,  so  that  there  might  be  no  misappre- 
hension in  regard  to  them.  He  read  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Presstm4V,  and  said  he,  (Mr.  D.) 
understood  that  gentleman  as  saying  that  a  ma- 
jority had  at  all  times  the  power  under  all  Gov- 
ernments without  any  law  or  sanction  in  the  Con- 
stitution—without  and  beyond  the  Constitution — 
if  they  saw  fit,  to  alter,  and  change  their  form  of 
Government.  I  understood  this  (continued  Mr. 
D.)  to  be  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Baltimore  citv,  and  also  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  not  now  in 
bis  seat.    Ami  right?  ^  I 


Mr.  Prksstman.  I  prefer  that  the  amend- 
ment I  have  oflered  shoiOd  speak  for  itself,  be- 
cause I  might  interrupt  the  gentlemui  Boner 
than  either  of  us  should  desire,  by  undertakng 
to  explain  it  But  1  do  mean  to  say,  that  the 
people  have  the  right  to  say  in  what  mode  their 
Constitution  shall  be  changed.  I  have  never  said 
that  they  should  not  determine  that  matter  'm  a 
legal  mode,  or  in  such  a  manner  aa  mMit  be 
consistent  with  the  bill  of  rights.  The  difieahy 
lies  in  this — what  the  legal  mode  ia. 

Mr.  Dennis  continued.  The  genUeman  aaid 
**  the  people. "  If,  by  that  term  he  meant  that  the 
entire  people  of  Uie  State  had  the  right  to  chaifB 
their  govenment  in  a  manner,  and  aocordiBg  to 
the  provisions  to  which  they  themseWea  had  as- 
sented, then  there  was  no  dispute  between  tbaa. 
But  if  the  gentleman  meant  to  say  that  the  nsjai^ 
ity  of  any  community  had  the  right,  in  oppoiitioa 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  to  aiiaaiMa 
and  make  a  Constitution  in  anv  way  they  mi|ht 
see  fit,  then  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  took  iasue  with  hm. 

The  first  question  which  presented  itadf  was, 
What  is  a  government?  He  defined  has  oadai^ 
standing  of  the  term.  It  was  a  compact.  Aad 
what  was  essentially  necessary  to  a  compaat? 
M ust  there  not  be  contracting  parties  ?  Then  tht 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
city  was,  that  one  party  to  a  contract,  aimp^  be- 
cause it  found  itself  in  a  numerical  mijartf, 
might  annul  the  contract,  substitute  another«aBd 
thus  enforce  a  new  government  upon  the  oAer 
party.  If  one  i)arty  was  at  liberty  to  amml  the 
provisions  of  this  compact,  it  ceased  to  be  of  a^y 
oinding  force.  And,  he  would  ask,  what  zigbt 
had  a  majority  to  say  to  the  muiority,  you  shall 
be  bound  by  whatsoever  terms  we  may  impose. 
He  illustrated  this  case,  and  said,  some  piifch 
sitions  were  so  plain  that  it  was  only  neeemsiy 
to  state  them,  in  order  to  show  their  ahwrii'y- 
This  he  apprehended  to  be  one  of  them,  hi  a 
few  years  the  city  of  Baltimore  would  poiiesi  a 
numerical  majority  of  the  whole  State. 

He  had  been  torn  once,  in  reference  to  thisOoa- 
vention,  that  unless  the  principles  which  it  miglt 
engraft  upon  the  Constitution,  should  meet  lbs 
concurrence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Baltimore, thigf 
would  make  a  new  Constitution,  and  that,  with  a 
numerical  majority  in  the  State,  they  would  i^ 
force  that  Constitution  upon  the  whole   Sttla* 
And  such  was  the  conclusion  to  which  the  gantla- 
man*s  argument  must  inevitably  carry  oi.    Hi 
could  foresee  no  other  result. 
The  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  bills  of  righfli 
in  the  various  States.    In  all  of  them  the  tama 
abstract  principles  were  found.    Yet  he,  (Mr. 
D.,)  would  venture  to  assert  that  in  no  instanea, 
excepting  one,  had  the  doctrine  been  carried  eat 
to  the  extent  to  which  the  gentleman  asaarladit 
That  one  exception  was  the  State  of  Rhode  b* 
land,  under  the  lead  of  Governor  Dorr — nod  la 
had  been  sent  to  the  Penitentiary.    Mr.  D.  real 
the  provisions  in    the  Constitutions  ofdillaiMK  , 
States  of  the  Union,  to  sustain  his  poeition*  Hi 
assertion  of  these  abstract  principles  was  MW  .. 
laterHled  to  confer  on  a  mere  majority,  the  ptumr 
of  making  a  Constitution  and  enforcing  it  ovcr€ 
whole  State.    It  was  a  doctrine  un£igwii  #■' 
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unlmrd  of  in  the  United  States  except  in  Rhode  |  people  had  no  desire  to  trammel  the  interests  of 
blandt  nad  as  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore ;  they  were  proud  of  her ;  thejr  cared 


city.  (Mr.  Prbsstman.) 


not  to  what  extent  her  public  works  migbt  be 


He  was  no  adToeate  of  this  absolute  and  uncon- 
traled  lioense  of  the  mob;  and  he  hoped  the  day 
wMild  never  come  when  the  sound  and  reflectp 


He,  (Mr.  D.,)  designed  no  reflection  upon  gen-  carried  on,  provided  they  were  not  taxed  heavily 
UeacB,  bat  he  must  say,  that  in  every  age  of  the  \  for  them.  They  had  no  prejudice  towards  hci^ 
world,  pmone  were  found  ever  ready  to  minis- 1  their  object,  no  less  than  their  duty  was,self- 
ter  to  tbe  popular  cry  and  popular  caprice.  U  ,  preservation  alone.  All  they  asked  was  that 
was  an  old  saying  "voxpopuli,  vox  Dei.'*  Ht  \?owtT %ho\i\d  not  be  given  to  one  part  of  the 
(Mr.  D,)  wouldlrun  after  no  masses— he  would  .  Sute  to  oppress  another,  and  that,  if  such  a  time 
BiniHer  to  no  morbid  sentimenbt.  He  referred  should  every  arrive,  the  people  of  the  Eastern 
to  the  eieeU  which  a  similar  doctrine  had  pro- 1  Shore  might  be  permitted,  quietly  if  they  could, 
doced  in  former  ages  of  the  world,  and  more  re- 1  to  make  such  an  arrangement  as  would  secure 
cantlyin  France;  and  to  the  various  forms  and  their  own  protection. 

inn  whieb  it  had  assumed  in  our  own  country,  i     Allusions  had  been  made  to  his  opinions  on 

'  thesubject  of  reform,  and  he  had  been  taunted 

with   being   an  anti-reformer.    There  was  no 

foundation  for  the  charge.    For  twenty-five  or 

inc  pofftioiia  of  any  community,  were  to  give  up  thirty  years  his  name  had  been  recorded  in  favor 
tho  raattainti  of  law,  and  submit  to  the  rule  of  a '  of  >ll  the  most  imporUnt  reforms  in  the  State. 
Tiolaat  and  unprincipled  mob.  i  But  some  gentlemen  here  seemed  to  think  that 

Mr.|Iiex.»ud,hedid  not  like  to  deUin  the  I J^  "J^I^^J"  *?,Jj* 'TF^^^^ 
!%».«.•:«»  h»  on.  Mm«i.ir«  /»f  him  k..«  :*  mi^kt  "®  chose  to  toilow  tncm  to  the  bilter  end  oi  all 

SSlMl^?S^^»7fX^!J  h^^w^^^  Jt  ?7^  their  *'W  and  ultra  scbemei  of  reform. 
ESa^%"E!^.;i'"L'l'7f.^,  S.'  It.      He  reputed,  wh.t  he  had  on  a  former  occa- 


A^Tention  of  76.  they  wouldlind  thata%im-  Jf f!"l-  „?' j^^^  ^^rJS^Zhl^^^'  Jt^ 

mTI   ^-^  «...  «.•.!« ;»  fk.*  kn<i«   «n.i  »itiirkti»ii  ho  was  uot  wilJmgto  concede  to  her  all  the  re- 

^:S^^TJ^^J^^l^JJ^.^S^  <■«>"»»  that  she  d.Snanded.    He  was  not  willing 

tka  pfOTbion  was  not  inserted  m  theConslituUon,  ^  ^^^^^  ^^j,^^  p^,.,.^,  ^„  ^  1,^),,^,;^,  inHuencI 


'^  H^l^h/hv /^HSl/th.i  .TKi^t  to  her,  and  thui  to  place  olhir  parlies  of  the 
S'tL  J^l  iH^^^ii^i.  liS^iii  th«  ?ni«.SSi  State  at  her  mercy,  or  within  hercontrol.  When 
•C^heoipnictaw.^recUyaffectmgthe,^^  here,  he  was  disposed  to  giro  her  and 

ofllM  K»tem  Shore,  should  be  changed  by  a.,,^  i-.«,-^«  «-..,«4:«-  ^c  #k^Q«»*-.  5  •  "'  "  j 
m^;^  -«*.  «f  .k«  Wi.i-f.,ria  *        ^       the  larger  counties  of  the  State,  an  increased 


two-thirds  Tota  of  the  legislature. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  every  gentleman  that, 
owinf  to  the  peculiar  geographical  position  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  some  such  arrangement 
iTMntrt  to  bo  demanded  by  the  diflierent  interests 
of  ibt  Eaatem  and  Western  Shores.    And  it 


representation  ;  but  he  had  found  opinions  so 
various  and  conflicting,  that  he  thought  Uie  best 
course  now  might  be  to  settle  down  upon  the  old 
basis,  or  upon  some  other  approximating  to  it. 

It  has  been  hinted  to  me  this  morning  (con- 
cluded Mr.  H.)  that  if  the  time  should  ever  coma 


■aamed  to  him,  that,  whilst  the  work  of  reform  ^hen  we,  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  should  avail  our- 


waa  Boinr  on,  it  might  be  as  well  to  guard  every 
point.    He  had  not  the  slightest  ill-feeling  to- 


selves  of  the  rifbt  which  this  provision  would 
guarantee,  we  ought  at  least  to  carry  with  us  our 


ardatbaWeatemShore— nor  any  desire,  if  he  portion  of  the  dcBt  of  the  SUte  o'f  Maryland. 
had  the  po«r,  to  withdraw  the  Eastern  from  gip..!  scorn  the  idea  that  we  would  ever  with- 
the  Wortan  Shore.  But  his  object  was  to  pro-  ,^1^^^^  without  paying  Uie  last  dollar  of  our  due 
vide  lor  a  erteis  such  as  might  occur  in  the  histo- 1  proportion  of  that  debt.  1  should  feel  ashamed 
ry  of  those  who  were  to  come  after  us— by  as- ,  ^f  the  people  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  if  I  believed 
iartii«  the  right  of  the  Eastern  Shoic  to  witli-  ^hat  there  was  a  man  amongst  them  who  would 
tow— not  by  means  of  revolution,  but  peace- ;  entertain  such  a  proposition.  I  have  only  to  add 
ablys  and  to  unite  herself  with  Delaware  or  that'!  hope  my  amendment  may  be  agreed  to, 
Vimaia,  whenever  the  interesto  and  happiness  whether  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
oflha  people  might  require  it.  |city,  (Mr.  Presstman,)  is  rejected  or  not. 

We  had  been  told  that  the  only  question  was  '     Mr.  Stewart  of  Caroline,  said,  it  seemed  to 
oae  of  political  power.    This  ditf  not  alarm  him  him  that  the  right  claimed  by  the  amendment  o 
atnaBnas  it  seemnl  to  have  alarmed  others,  the  gentleman  from  Dochester.  [Mr.  Hioka,]  was 
a  was  increasing  largel) — she   would: within   certain  restrictions  and  limitations,  al- 


to increase— and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  ready  recognized.     The   amendment  provided 

kKik  vigilantly  to  her  own  interests.    She  .  **tJiat  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this  State,  shall 

*  the  construction  of  a  number  of  public  have  the  right  to  secede  and  unite  themselves 

•t  in  order  that  the  various  interests  which  '  and  the  territory  occupied  by  them  to  such  ad- 

always  cluster  around  a  large  and  growing  joining  State  as  they  shall  elect."    Secede  from 

ai^,  might  be  drawn  tog»ther  and  concentrated  what?    He  lupposed  from  the  other  part  of  the 
Iwhar  hioa&t.    To  all  tnis,  he  had  no  objection;  State — that  the  Eastern  Shore  should  have  the 


liithe  oir  adage  that  **a  burnt  child  dreads  the  i  right  to  cut  loose  from  the  Western  Shore,  and 
*'-^    hi,"  was  as  true  as  it  was  trite.    He  and  hia' attach  herself  to  some  other  Slate. 

•r." 


Now,  by  looking  fll  tha  3d  section  of  lh«  4th 
■nichnfthcCoDslitutlonor  theUniUd  Suiei, 
feDtleman  would  Me  that  il  was  declared  that 
"Dew  States  may  be  admiltEd  b;  Congrcn  into 
thii  CJnion :  but  no  new  State  riiill  be  fanned 
or  erecled  within  the  jiirisdjclion  of  anj  other 
Slate."  Tliat  wa>  ta  laj,  tbr  example,  that  Ibe 
Eaitem  Shore  cauid  not  he  erected  into  a  new 
State  within  the  juriviiction  of  the  Slate  of 
Harjiand. 

Mr.  HicK)  inlerposed  and  laid,  that  he  had 
forgollen  in  the  remarks  which  he  Bubmitled  to 
IheCaTiTCntion,  to  call  ill  nttentiun  to  an  order 
which  he  bad  inlroduced  some  weeki  a^,  and 
which  wM  referred  la  Commiitee  No.  14,  in  re- 
lation to  the  grant  of  this  power  in  ihe  bill  of 
ri^ts.  It  was  not  to  fortn  a  new  State,  but  to 
amte  the  Eastern  Shore  to  the  States  of  Vii^inia 
or  Delaware,  upon  such  term*  a*  mi^t  be  mu. 
tutUj  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  Stiwart,  ofCarolioe,  nwumcd.  To  unite 
the  Eastern  Shore  to  the  SlaJe  of  Delaware  was 
Jusl  ai  much  Ihe  creation  of  a  new  Slate,  as  the 
adminion  of  Texas  wu  the  admisaion  of  a  new 
Mate  :  because  the  word  "  Slate,"  as  he  under- 
stood il,  referred  not  so  much  to  the  lerrilory  as 
to  the  government.  Tha  people  and  the  govem- 
mcut,iaken  logether— laws,  properlj,  tc.,— all 
these  things  constituted  a  Slate.  So,  if  the  East- 
ern Shore  were  united  tu  Delaware,  such  a  union 
would  be  juEt  ai  much  Ihe  creation  of  s  new 
Sule  ai  if  Delaware  and  the  Eastern  Shore  were 
now  a  territory,  and  should  be  receiTtd  into  the 
Union  an  a  new  Stale. 

But  be  would  not  be  diTcrteU  from  Ihe  purpose 
Tor^wbich  he  had  risen,  which  was  to  niiow  that 
we  already  possessed  the  righl  asserted  in 
amendmenl  -,  for  Ihe  latter  clause  of  Ihe  i 
section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uniled  Stales, 
which  he  bad  alreidy  cited,  went  on  to  say,  "  noi 
any  Slate  be  formed  by  Ihe  junction  of  Iwo  oi 
more  Stales,  or  parts  of  ijlates,  without  the  con. 
•enl  of  the  Legislatures  of  th*  Stales  concerned, 
as  well  as  of  Congress," 

If  Delaware  and  the  Elastern  Shore  agreed  thai 
the  Kasleni  Shore  should  become  a  part  of  Dela- 
ware, and  made  application  to  Congress  and  Con- 
gress give  it»  consent,  and  if  a  like  consenl  should 
also  be  giren  by  Ihe  Legislatures  of  Die  Iwo 
States,  then  the  union  might  lake  place. 

But  where  was  the  licensed  high  priest  to 
marry  the  Eislem  Shore  la  Delaware  ur  Vil^ 
ginis)  Jle  had  heard  of  the  unian  of  individual! 
brought  about  by  money,  where  it  was  consid- 
ered that  a  most  boneGcial  arrangemenl  had  been 
effected.  But  here  we  proposed  to  oSer  our- 
aelres  as  a  virgin  arrayeri  in  matrimonial  gtr- 
menls— with  what  recommend  a  lion  7  Why,  the 
recommendsliun  of  an  enormous  debt-  He  war 
afraid  Ihal  our  charms  would  be  disregarded  . 
and  hedidnol  wiah  that  any  portion  of  the  State 
should  pul  herself  in  such  a  position.  It  teemed 
to  him  that  it  would  be  well  to  amend  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester,  (Mr. 
Hicks,)  by  adding  the  words  "  provided  we  can 
get  any  Slate  Lo  accent  of  us."  There  must  be 
a  mutual  bargaio,  and  it  might  happen  that  tbe 


State  to  which  tbe  Eastern  Shore  desired  to 

lite  herself  would  not  accept  her. 

But  he  thought  it  was  too  late  to  aak  that  the 
Eastern  should  secede  from  Ihe  Weslem  Shore. 
He  alludsd  to  the  dark  cluudd  which  had  over- 
shadowed the  horizon  of  Msrylond,  as  having 
pasFied  away,  and  bein^  followed  by  the  promiie 
of  calmer  ikios  anil  brighlisi  hopes. 

He  characterized,  as  a  strange  doctrine,  Ihe 
principle  which  had  been  asserted  here,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  engrail  upon  the  Constitution  a  pro- 
vision specifying  tiie  inoilu  in  Khich  the  organic 
^aw  shoulii  be  changed.  He  held  Uial  the  peo- 
jile  were  jusl  as  sovemigii,  and,  licniiEhlaay,  a» 
livine  over  their  government,  as  the  Great  Hu- 
lerof  the  Universe,  was  over  His.  They  were 
sovereign — supreme — uncontrol  ed . 

As  lo  the  aif  umciit  that  Government  wai  a 
compact,  he  regarded  it  as  Jusl  such  a  compact 
as  a  man  might  make  with  himself.  He  might 
resolve  and  rc-resolvc  ;  ha  might  form  hit  owa 
government,  and  change  it  as  he  thought  proper. 
"  il  was  Willi  the  peo|ilB.  He  cared  nut  whether 
provision  was  in  or  out  of  Ihe  Constitution, 
if  the  people  said  they  would  change  their  gar- 

—  int,  ihey  could  do  so— thpy  would  do  so — 
ley  ought  lo  da  so.  He  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine and  illu^tralc  the  consequences  lo  which 
a  conlrary  docirine  would  lead,  and  to  argue 
that  its  result  would  be  a  Conslilulion  so  framed 
as  to  iland  through  all  changes  and  though  all 
lime,  without  regard  lo  llic  wanis  or  the  wishes 
of  the  people.  Such  was  not  liia  doctrine,  or 
the  doctrine  of  the  people  of  Maryland. 

He  thouhl,  therefore,  vote  against  the  ameod- 
menl  of  ihc  genllemjn  from  Dorchester  (Mr. 
Iliclit,)  nol  liecaiisc  he,  (  Mr.  S.)  had  any  objec- 
tion lo  doing  Ihis  act,  if  it  were  deemed  proper 
and  right,  but  because  he  ihou^ht  thai  the  power 
already  eiistcd  under  the  Constitution  of  Ihe 
United  States.  As  to  the  proposition  of  tbe  gen- 
lleman  iron  Ball imore  oily,  [Mr.  Pretstmao,] 
he  [Mr.  S.]  could  see  no  objection  lo  il.  Itwaa 
a  principle  to  which  all  mu>l  subscribe.  Re  was 
nol  in  the  habit  of  citing  autboriliea.and  would 
nol  now  trouble  Ihc  Convention  with  Ihtm;  but 
be  Ihoughlfihat  gentlemen  would  find,  that  in  ihe 
Consiituttons  of  almost  every  Slate  in  the  llolon, 
tlie  same  principal  w-ai  coiilained,  and  not  only 
so,  bul  tlialthe  tuamcrs  of  the  Coostitutieni  ot 
Virginia  and  other  Siatra.  had  gone  so  far  as  lo 
declare  thata  majnritv  of  the  people  bad  a  right 
to  alter  and  change  their  Govcnimeut,  in  any 
way  tliey  might  think  proper. 

Mr.  JiHirca  said,  he  did  nol  rise  toconliovert 
the  principle  involved  in  the  pniposed  amend- 
ment of  Ihe  gentleman  from  Baltimore  eilj,  (Mr. 
Presstnian.)  He  did  not  believe  Ibere  waa  an 
intelligent  man  in  the  community,  who  would 
deny  that  the  proposition,  in  the  abstract,  and 
standing  alone,  was  Ihc  true  republican  doe-. 
trine.  Bul  it  had  been  embarrassed,  and  in 
meaning  perverted  by  ihe  arguments  of  gentle- 
men, and  especially  by  the  speech  of  the  moYer  of 
it.  The  amrndmunt  assumed  the  righl  of  the 
people  to  alter,  cliange  or  abolish  their  ConttitD- 
lion.  The  gentleman  ' 
further,  and  desires  it 
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afler  a  Coral itiitinn  iii  r.sluIili^liGd, 
be  people  of  iliu  Sbilr,  ami  beiomi!* 
w  of  the  laiiil — :i  lure  mujorily .  re- 
ipruviiionaof  limL'uiiMitiiiiuri  from 
hned  b;  pDpiilurexritviauiit.bave 
rtlirowtlieCuiistitutiun  wiUiiiutthc 
Id  lliitlie  i<<  siipnurLi'il  liy  liuelo- 
ri«in  Frvdurirb,  (Mr.  Jolinwii  aixt 

the  furnifrruf  wham,  su  enipliili- 
d  liii  opiiiiiin>>,  "tliat  lliv  iicoplv, 

the  ilnvat  pvuple,  cioulil  iiu  wlinl 

he  wniilil  a^k  liix  ft-iiiiil  fiom  Unl- 
ler'.ttie  Cuiislitiiiinn  aliuui  lu  Iw 
id  it  be  fill  111  rni  I'll  liy  ibc  pciipic  of 

rHiH  icplieil.  Ibat   il  H-niilJ— I 
e  had  a  rinlil  lu  rliait^  i(. 
he  coiireileil  llial  riiilil  In  the  i 
oilreiilllie  lu,  4lh,  nmMlit  nr 
I  of  rights  tuabon'  Ibatil  ita^ 

tieic   proviilns.  "Thiil  all  (^ini 
t   ori^nalt'ii  rnmi   the  people, 
Dpaet  oiily,  ati<l   iiitliliiliil  solely 
rihewhole." 

iele:  "Tliat  whcncicr  Ihe  enils  uf 
n  perrcrlnd,  and  piihlic  libcrl; 
■nnred,  ^c,  the  proplu  may,  and 
lo  do,  rufunn  the  iilit,  or  eslalili>-li 
lent."  Anil  tlic  4].-.t  iii'iiwlUoi  for 
•lleriiij;  or  aliolishiiig   llic  Coti- 

I,  wliat  liinirua;^  i^ii  he  more  ex- 
tbe  r^ht!  <if  the  peajilc  are  pro- 
pod  ol'  ihi!  whole,  lint  a  merv 
Jtuoukly  ■wriiiliicd  from  Ihe  cit) 
>d  Ihe  adjoiiiinf;  cunnliei,  with- 
r— willioiit  "Ibe  ends  of  guverii' 
miteil,  or  public  liberty  eriitaii- 
lug  to  conlrol  Iho  whiilo  Klale 
r  worse  purpixus,  slioiild  nut  be 
■  Ull  ofrighls. 

^— the  '■elcriial,  tim  immortal  peo- 
iifa  Iheir  on-ti  L'liii^tiliilion.  utid  ev 
rer  they  pleasu,  wliniiercr    llicy 


«  of  taw   and   urdtr 


IV hat  b 


tioftlic  ; 
nly  a  few  thouiand'or  a  fuw  liun- 
Ihat  inajoriljf 

popiilaui  eilj  of  Ballimiiro  now 
,00D  loiila;  Itjlliiniin'  county  near 
ick  county  near  4(),Ul)U;  Iheir  in- 

retpecln  identical.  Ity  tbe  facil' 
nwds  and  other  worku  of  internal 
Ihe  whole  populalinii  may  be  coi- 
B<  In  twcniy-fuur  hours.  Thiiias- 
ude  without  law  or  order— with- 
nwledgc  of  the  dittanl  cuunlicd  of 
ng^  tbe  ■■eternal  people,"  may 
(lilting  awl  ebtablieb  aiieurCoo- 
h  is  Ihe  con^lruetiua  whicli  the 
itlemen  justify. 
nan   from    Battimoro  city,  (Mr. 

a  former  s[Mccb,  took  a  stales- 
of  the  questiou  of  reform,  anil  ex- 
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prp»edhii  opinion  tbnt  llirrs  wag  nnt  an  intalli- 
sent  iQtn  in  Baltimore,  ilnitvr  existing  circuni- 
stance*,  who  expected  or  ileiiirril  ri'preHnlalion 
baud  excluniioly  on  number*.  Ha  has  been 
justly  coniplimcnted  for  that  fpceeh.  But  now 
the  ground  he  lake*  ii  infinitely  more  objeclioo- 
able,  (Mr.  J.  *aiil,)  and  he  might  add,  dangerous 
to  the  iniercila  of  llic  CDuntiei  of  Ihe  Stale. 

Yuu  li*ve,  Mr.  President,  only  Ihii  mnrniiig 
engraftud  the  firnl  article  in  Ihe  new  Con*lilu- 
liun  aliuut  lo  ho  formed:  "Tlial  the  LegiOature 
sliali  |ias4  no  hiw  alTecting  the  existing  relation 
uf  roaster  and  slave  in  this  Slals."  This  artiele 
has  been  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  Ihe 
Cunreotioii.  This  was  intrniled  lo  put  lo  rest 
Iho  lanatieisni  t»  regards  lhi4  ipicilion  in  Mary- 
land, and  would  ilo  so,  us  long  ai  the  CoMlilu- 
liun  and  laws  are  respeeicd. 

But,  if  you  reei^iso  the  ri^lit  of  a  bare  ma- 
jnriti',  ''at  all  limes,  and  in  any  manner  they 
ilecm  expedient,"  In  abolish  tbe  existing  and  ea> 
lablish  a  iiew  system— what  becomes  otUic  ri|;hu 
iliii  day  j;iiaranliv)l  by  Ihe  unaaimou*  vole  nf 
Ibis  Conventiun^  Where  is  Uiu  serurity  for  ft 
munlh'scontiniinriceofitr  If  tlie  eilyoTBalti- 
nioru  wilh  the  two  counties  refrrred  to,  who 
huve  loss  interest  in  lhi>  species  of  property  tlinn 
any  otiier  poiHon  of  tlic  Stale,  hbouM  deem  it 
expedient  to  alwlisli  il— what  arc  tlie  modes  of 
preventiDg  it?  Tlic  lower  counties  cannot  rise 
up  in  mass,  as  nan  l>e  done  in  the  others.  It  is 
true,  that  the  (Centleinan  from  Uorclieatcr  counl)' 
(Mr.  Iltcks,)  perhaps,  apprehending  this  slate  uf 
things,  lias  offered  an  amenilmonl  tlial  the  Eastern 
Shiire  should  hare  tlie  right  to  secede  and  unite 
with  another  Slate. 

Mr.  Pi«siden(,  the  lime  has  been  when  the 
word  "disunion"  applied  lo  the  general  gureni' 
meni,  or  "secession"  lo  the  counties  of  a  Slate, 
fell  upon  my  ear  ai  llie  wunl^  of  a  traitor,  but 
occasioii!  may  ari»,  when  they  may  become  the 
language  of  patriotism. 

Onea  admit  thai  a  dense  mass  congregated  to- 
gether witlioul  the  forms  of  law, "whenever  they 
detmitcxpedient,"  may  ilialish  your  Coosttlutloa, 
that  ducliiiie  advocated  in  this  Convention  by  gcn- 
tlenisn  represenlii^  a  high  minded,  inlelligent 
and  law  abiding  coinlituency'-llia  rightol  se- 
cession, should  go  "pnri  noiiR,"  wilh  it.  It  would 
Ix'come  the  duty  of  Die  Kanlern  tiboro  and  of  the 
lower  cuuRlies  of  tlie  We<<tBin  ijlioro  to  adopt 
any  means  to  pnitecl  themsehei,  Ihclr  liberties' 
and  Iheir  property,  from   ruvulution  and  anar- 

Mr.  J.  said  we  i-hoiiM  not  shutonr  eyes  or 

in  to  Ihe  warnings  of  exjiertnnce,     Hassaehu- 

tls  h»  had  to  contend  with  lawless  spirito  par- 

[ailing  porlioni  of  her  herclufore  uuiet  State. 

Uliodc  Island  has  been  tlie  theatre  of  anarchy. 

Tbe  populous  cities  of  If  ew  York,  Pbiladelpbia 
and  Ualtimore,  have  at  diQiireiit  times  felt  the  ef- 
fects of  an  uneontrolcd  and  ciciled  populace. 
tjimilar  icenc!  may  again  be  inflicted  upon  tiicoi. 
But  none  have  ever,  uutil  now,  advocated  it  a*  a 

A  few  yean  since  the  whole  of  Monrland  felt 
u  Btllimore,  experienced  the  want  of  salutary 
taws,  or  a  proper  eieeutioD  of  tbeni,  to  protect  tbo 
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rights  and  property  of  her  citizens.  For  three 
days  was  that  noble,  gallant  city  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  lawless,  though  '^immortal  power."  Nop 
was  it  restrained  until  the  venerable  patriot  of 
the  Revolution,  Gen.  Samuel  Smith,  was  called 
from  his  quiet  abode  to  take  command,  and  res- 
cue his  native  city  from  anarchy  and  bloodshed. 
The  Legislature  of  Maryland  at  its  next  session 
passed  the  indemnity  law,  by  which  the  suffcrrrs 
were  compensated  for  the  loss  of  property.  Do 
gentleman  desire  that  suah  scenes  should  rrr-ur 
again  ?  If  not,  encouruije  not  this  morbid  appe- 
tite for  unrestrained  littense  which  must  result  in 

anarchy. 

The  gentleman  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Johnson,) 
asks,  would  you  deny  to  the  people  of  Maryland, 
what  has  been  done  in  the  monarchical  govern- 
mcnts  of  Euroi)e,  the  right  to  overthrow  their 
government? 

Mr.  J.  said  the  gentleman  should  recollect  that 
our  institutions  were  established  by  ourselves, 
and  arc  very  different  from  the  monarchical  or 
absolute  governments  of  Europe.  Here  the  peo- 
ple formed  their  own  Constitutions,  in  their  own 
way;  enacted  the  laws  by  their  accredited  agcntn; 
presciibed  the  manner  in  which  those  Constitu- 
tions ihould  be  framed  and  altered.  It  required 
no  revolution  to  accomplish  this — it  was  the  free 
action  of  the  poeple — their  Constitution — Uieir 
]aws.  He  was  surprised  that  comparison 
should  be  attempted  between  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, and  any  of  the  oppressed  subjects  of  Europe. 
His  friend  had  referred  to  •^Franco  whoso  peo- 
ple had  hurled  from  power  those  tyrannical 
rulers,  and  taken  the  government  into  their  own 
keeping.  **    There  was  no  analogy  between  the 

'  government  of  France,  and  the  govennnent  of 
Maryland,  and,  however  much  he  desired  to  sec 
republican  principles  prevail,  he  should  not  look 
to  the  present  stute  of  France,  as  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation.  It  is  trueslie  had  dethroned 
her  monarch — it  wa?  equally  true  that  her  pre-scnt 
condition  evinced  but  little  of  republican  govern- 
ment. At  peace  with  all  the  world,  an  army  of 
four  hundred  thouisand  soldiers  are  held  in  arms 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  her  own  citizens,  and  it 
is  gcnerallv  admitted  that  at  no  period  during 
Louis  Phiiripc\s  reign,  was  the  press  under  fo 
rigid  a  serveilancc  as  at  tne  present  moment.  The 
government  in  unstable — her  citizens  in  constant 

•dread  of  revolution.    This,  Mr.  J.  believed  to  be 

,  attributed  to  the  organization  of  her  government, 
in  having  hut  one  Assembly,  uncontroled,  except 
by  po]tular  will.  So  long  as  this  state  of  things 
existed,  Mr.  J.  had  but  little  Iiopes  of  a  pure  re- 
publican administration  of  the  French  govern* 

.  ment.     Engraft  similar  principles   upon  Mary- ! 
land,  and  anarchy  will  subvert  the  Republic.        \ 
The  proposition  of  the  gentleman,  as  explained  I 
by  himself,  will  be  productive  of  revolution ;  and  | 
liere,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  do  justice  to  his  col-  > 
league  from  the  city  of  I'.altimorc.  (Mr.  Hrent,) 
who,   in  his  argument  ycstenby,  had  taken  a 
sound,   statesman-like   view  of  ihe   subject  as 
regards  the    manner  of  altering   or  abolishing 
the  Constitution.     It  must  be  done  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  or  by  revolu- 
tion.   On  the  two  important  questions  those  gen- 


tlemen differ,  though  representing  the  same  con- 
stituency. The  one,  (Mr.  Brent,)  an  advocate  for 
representation  exclusively  on  the  basis  of  num- 
bers. Whilst  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Presstman,)  does 
not  think  there  is  a  sensible  man  in  the  city  of 
!  Baltimore  in  favor  of,  or  who  expects  the  appor- 
tionment to  be  based  exclusively  on  population. 

xMr.  Prebktman  said  such  was  the  feelings  of 
his  constituents,  although  since  he  canae  here  be 
!  had  expressed  a  willingness  to  agree  to  a  eom- 
promise. 

Mr.  J.  resumed.  So  far  his  friend  was  riglit, 
and  held  sound  doctrine,  and  Mr.  J.  regretted 
that  he  did  not  go  with  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Brent.)  in  favor  of  **  changing  or  abolishing  the 
Constitution  according  tu  the  laws  of  the  land." 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  here  asked  if  the 
new  Constitution  would  be  in  accordanee  witli 
the  frame  of  the  old  Constitution  1 

Mr.  J.  replied  that  the  gentleman  from  Ckrc- 
line  was  as  competent  to  answer  that  question 
as  he  was.  As  for  himself,  Mr.  J.  said,  ne  wts 
for  such  changes  in  the  Constitution  as  might 
contribute  to  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the 
whole  State,  giving  to  a  majority  a  proper  influ* 
encc  ;  to  the  minority  a  safe  and  efficient  protec- 
tion. With  such  land-marks,  he  would  not  be 
fastidious  as  to  minor  questions. 

Mr.  .1.  concluded  by  saying  it  was  far  from  his 
intention  to  discuss  at  length  all  the  qoestioDS 
involved  in  the  bill  of  rights.  He  believed  that, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee,  it  embraced  sad 
breathed  throughout,  sound,  republican,  demo- 
cratic doctrines.  He  would  not,  as  others  bad 
done  here,  make  professions  of  his  love  for  the 
people  ;  he  distrunted  and  doubted  the  sinceritf 
of  some  of  tho^c  who  were  rx>nstantly  proclaim- 
ing their  devotion  to  the  rights  and  will  of  the 
[icoplc.  He  preferred  to  g:uard  the  people  against 
the  professions  of  those  who  were  loud  in  de- 
nouncing as  enemies  those  who  did  not  unite  with 
them  in  administering  to  popular  clamor. 

Mr.   Wright,  without  making  a  speech,  felt 
himself  bound  to  state  his  sentiments.  His  friend    ' 
from  Baltimore  had  expressed  opinions  in  regard 
to  the  rights  of 'the  people,  and  ne  desired  to  say 
that  he  concurred  in  every  word  which  had    . 
fallen  from  that  gentleman.    The  people  have  i   j 
right  to  alter,  modify  or  change  their  CoosCits-  •• 
tion,  in  any  way  which   they  may  deem  eonss- 
tent  with  their  interests.     But  the  gentlemaa 
from  Baltimore  did  not  go  far  enough.    The  pcp- 
pie  would  not  be  sufficiently  vigilant  over  their 
own  rights,  if  they  did  not  take  care  to  have  a 
clauso   m   the  Conntitution  which   would  plae* 
in  their  own  hands  the  power  to  change  or  slier 
the  organic  law  at  tlicir  will.     It  is  our  duty,  ai 
their  agents,  to  make  such  provision.    Rul  the 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  did  notgofarenoi^ 
he  was  for  cuttin;;  the  dam,  and  letting  lose  tbc 
water,  before  tho  reservoir  was  prepared  for  its 
reception.     The    other  gentleman  from   Balti- 
more, had  gone  further;  he  went  about  as  fir  si 
this  Convention  should  go.    He  would  go  with 
both  these  gentlemen,  who  had  stood  hoklly  f^ 
ward  to  assort  that  the  people  had  rights,  sad 
told  them  how  they  ought   to   exorcise  tboit    - 
rights.    The  gentleman  from  Dorchester,  (Mr* 
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Hick«,)  hid  offered  an  amendment,  either  in  jest 
or  for  the  purpose  of  coniuminfc  time.  He  re- 
garded that  amendment  as  a  rider  intended  to 
clog  and  break  down  the  original  proposition. 
He  repelled  the  idea  that  Baltimore  would  op* 
press  the  counties.  She  had  too  many  ties  which 
Doond  them  to  her.  She  was  the  ornament  and 
pride  of  the  State.  Still  he  did  not  blamo  tlic 
p;ntleman  from  Dorchester,  who  sought  to  delay 
the  action  of  the  House.  Ho  hoped  the  Conven- 
tion would  go  to  work,  not  like  lawyers,  but  in 
the  course  suggested  by  common  sense. 

Mr.  HiCKA  assured  hi^    friend    from  Queen 
Anoe^a,  that  he  had  not  offered  his  amendfiiLMit  in 
jeat,  and  if  that  gentleman  would  f^o  amoni;  hi.x, 
(Mr.  H.'^;  conitituents,  he  would  find  there  was 
DO  jeat  in  it.    He  was  a  friend  of  the  people,  and 
so  was  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne'st,  and 
he  reminded  that  gentleman  that  back-sliders  I 
were  the  worst  of  sinners.  He  looked  on  himself  t 
as  representing  as  noble  a  constitncncy  a«»  can  be 
found  in  Maryland,  and  he  came  here  to  do  his 
dot/  to  them.    He  had  never  desired  to  come 
here.    He  never  believed  there  was  any  neces- 
sity for  this  Contention.     He  had  thoue^ht  that 
the  Constitution  under  which  we  have  lived  so 
long,  was  good  enough,  and  that  the  provision 
contained  in  it  relative  to  its  change  was  sufii- 
cient.    But  he  had  been  sent  here,  and  he  would 
DOW  do  his  duty.    He  was  as  proud  of  Baltimore 
•a  his  friend  from  Queen  Anne^s,  and  would  not 
throw  a  straw  in  the  way  of  her  prosperity  ;  but 
while  he  agreed  to  all  his  friend  had  said  about 
the  change  of  seasons  from  summer  to  winter, 
he  was  not  convinced  that  the  State  should  give 
way  to  the  city  of  Baltimore.     His  friend  from 
Caroline,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  had  aUo  spoken  in  a 
similar  strain.    Now  he  liesired  to  say  to  that 
gentleman,  that  he  hnd  no  desire  tu  leeparatc  the 
MAtem  Shore  from  the  State.    His  friend  from 
Caroline  was  the  only  one,  he   believed,  who  | 
thought  that  the  gloomy  da}s  were  all  past.    |lle 
seemed  to  forget  that  there  is  a  heavy  debt  hang- 
ing over  tlie  State,  and  that  the  counties  are  suf- 
fering under  the  Lurden.     It  would   be   better, 
perhaps,  to  hiok  round  the   hori/.on,  and  see  if 
there  are  no  new  storms  gathering.     How   long 
it  would  be  before  new  troubles  would  come,  he 
could  not  predict.     He  ruforred  to  the  language 
of  the  reformers  in  Baltimore,  before   this  Con- 
Tention  was  called,  when  they  asrcrted  that  thoir 
wishes    were    very    moderate   and   reasonable. 
Previous  to  183G,  the  city  hail  but  two  delegate;!, 
and  he  believed  she  got  along  just  as  W4dl  as 
when  she  has  had  more,     lie  assured  the  House, 
that  if  ever  the  time  should  come,  when  the  State 
rhould  fall  under  tlie  dominion   of  Baltimore,  if 
he  should    not  have  lett  the  world,  he  would 
never  give  his  consent  that  the  counties  should 
be  placed  in  a  position  to  h(;  u>vd  by  Baltimoit; 
at  her  pleasure.     When  he  came  fnnn  home,  he 
felt  a  disposition  to  ^ive  a  larger  reprcbcnLition 
to  the  city,  but  he  felt  less  disposition  to  do  it 
now  that  he  saw  she  was   never  to  be  sati>fied. 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from   Baltimore, 
that  we  have  the  power  in  our  hands ;  but  as  all 
power  is  to  be  given  by  the  Constitution,  he  hoped 
It  would  be  made  tu  operate  etpially.    He  be- 


believed  that  without  the  provision  contained  in 
his  amendment,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  part 
of  the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland,  to  unite  her- 
self with  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  of  ihe  East- 
ern Shore  to  unite  herself  to  Delaware,  by  agree- 
ment with  the  States,  and  with  the  coni^enl  of 
Congress,  but  he  desired  to  hate  puch  privilege 
or  right  recognized  and  countenanced  l)y  tlie 
Constitution,  which  we  are  now  framing,  that 
it  may  not  be  considered  as  revolutionary  here- 
afier. 

Mr.  Phelps  would  not  now  address  the  Conven- 
tion, or  attempt  to  say  one  word,  had  he  not  felt 
impelled  to  do  so,  fnmi  a  hi^h  sense  of  public  duty. 
The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Presstman,)  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  honorable  gentleman  has  explained 
it,  would  in  his  humble  estimation,  if  acted  upon, 
at  all  times,  be  liable  to  subvert  the  foundation 
of  the  government,  and  to  encourage  a  lawless 
opposition  to  the  Cunstilntion  itself. 

This  amendment,  we  have  been   informed,  is 
taken  from  the  Texan  bill  of  rights,  and  was 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Calhoun  himself— >that  the  same 
amendment  has  been  incorjiorated  in  many  other 
Slate  Constitutions.     As  positive  proof,  that  the 
constructitm  given  this  article,  is  not  correct,  but 
was  intended  to  be  exercised  as  an  eztrnne  right, 
Mr.  I'liFLFS  read  the  37th  article  <if  the  Texan 
Con^t:tution,  which  provides  that  the  Constitu- 
tion shall  not  be  altered,  except  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Ixgislaturn  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
amendments,  and   which   amendments  shall  be. 
published,  and   voted  upon  by   the  people,  and 
if  opposeti   by  a  majority  of  all  the  voles  the 
amendments  shall  not  even  then  be  adopted,  un- 
less ronhrnicd  by  lico-lhirds  of  the  next  General 
Assembly.  Thi*' provision,  Mr.  Phel|)s  repeated, 
was  proof  positive,  that  Mr.   Calhoun,  nor  the 
people  of  Texa>,  never  intended  to  claim  the 
lawle^ts  and   most  dangerous   right  to    abolish 
their  organic  law,  in  the  manner  contended  for 
by  tiie  mover  of  this  propcwition.  Such  doctrines, 
Mr.  President,  should  not  be  countenanced  in  this 
Hall,  or  el>ewl»ere.     lh.'«ides,  you  find  similar 
provi>ions   incorporated  in  the  Constitutions  of 
Missouri,  Michigan,  Arkansas  and  other  States, 
supposed  to  be  thorou|hly  indoctrinated  with  the 
spirit  of  progressive  democracy.    Even  South 
Carolina  contends  for  no  such  right.     In  fact,  no 
State  in  this  broad   Union  would  dare  contend 
that  the  ]itople  in  lawless  assemblies  and  in  a  law- 
less* manner,  could  proceed  to  form  a  new  Gov- 
ernment, upon  the  ruins  f>f  the  (dd  one,  unless  it 
be  by  revolution.     Mr  Phelps  insisted  earnestly 
that  this  doctrine,  if  acted   upon,  would  prove 
mo'>t  disastrous  in   iU  eoiiye(|uencc5.     A  Consti- 
tution is  the  foundation  of  all   law.     It  is  the 
bulwark  of  all  our  civil  and  religious  rights.     Its 
foundati'MH  siifHild  he  broad  and  strong,  else  the 
whole  edilire  mii^ht  tumble   into  ruins,     ('onsti- 
tutions,  Mr.  Prtsident,  are  thore^ilts  of  compro- 
mise.    Minorities,  as  well   as  msijoritics,  have 
rights  by  virtue  of  this  agreement,  and  boih  alike 
should  be  held  ^^ucred  and  inviolable.     This  pro- 
vision requiring  a  two-third  vote,  and  the  action 
of  two  consecutive  sessions  of  tne  General  As- 
bcmbly  to  alter  or  amend  the  Constitution,  you 


156 


find  incorporated  upon  tbo  organic  law  of  nine- 
tenlhs  or  all  the  States  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  Phelps  said,  before  he  proceeded  to  dis- 
cuss the  second  branch  of  this  proposition,  it 
being  the  amendment  offered  by  his  friend  and 
colleague,  Mr.  Hiras,  he  would  say  one  word  by 
way  of  defining  his  position.  Those  from  the 
Eastern  Shore,  and  the  smaller  counties,  had  over 
and  again  been  denounced  as  anti-reformers. 
For  himself,  he  acknowled^i^cd  he  voted  afirainst 
calling  a  Convention  in  the  Senate,  and  also  at 
the  ballot-box.  He  hbd  done  so  upon  high  con- 
stitutional groundn,  as  well  as  from  expediency. 
He  had  witnc»8ed  nothing  in  these  Hallit  to  con- 
vince him  that  he  was  wronv.  But  if  gentlemen 
suppose  he  was  hereto  oppose  all  needful  reform, 
they  have  mistaken  their  man.  He  declared 
himself  a  bonafiiU  reformer.  He  intended  to  bn 
second  to  no  man  upon  that  subject.  The  Con- 
stitution on  which  they  were  engaged  was  intend- 
ed not  only  for  themselves,  but  for  posterity,  and 
so  far  as  his  humble  abilities  could  serve,  the 
"work  shall  be  perfect,  nnd  Miall  secure  the  great- 
est good  to  the  greatest  ri  umbers  It  tihould  be 
the  pride  of  every  man  here,  to  give  the  peo- 
ple the  best  possible  government. 

But,  Mr.  President,  what  is  reform  ?  Docs  it 
consist  alone,  as  has  been  urge*!  here,  of  represen- 
tation, based  exclusively  upon  population?  If 
so,  we  have  only,  as  indicated  by  the  vote  a  day 
or  two  since,  but  seventeen  in  liiis  body,  seven- 
teen out  of  one  hundred  and  three  members. 
These  seventeen  are  the  Simon  Pures ;  fine  gold, 
tried  in  the  fire. 

Mr.  Chambers,  (interrupting.)  And  some  of 
them  are  backing  out. 

Mr.  Phelps,  ( rei»uming. )  Well,  let  them  back 
out^ — he  was  proud  to  hear  it. 

Here  some  explanations  took  place,  in  which 
Mr.  McHknry,  Mr.  Chambkks  and  Mr.  Brent, 
of  Baltimore  city,  took  part,  and  in  which  Mr. 
McHbnrt  and  Mr.  Brekt  repelled  the  charge 
implied  in  the  words,  "back  out,"  if  directed 
against  them. 

Mr.  Chambers  disclaimed  any  personal  allu- 
sions. 

Mr.  Phelps  resumed,  and  said,  notwithstand- 
ing the  declaratiun  of  his  principles,  he  would 
doubtless  still  be  denounced  by  those  seventeen 
gentlemen  as  opposed  to  reform .  The  right,  upon 
^e  happening  of  certain  contingencies,  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  to  secede,  was  urged  before  the 
people  of  Dorchester  during  tlie  last  campaign, 
and  the  proposition  has  been  offered  by  his  col- 
league  in  good  faith,  and  ho  hoped  the  amendment 
would  prevail.  Mr.  Phelps  described  the  East- 
em  shore  as  a  beautiful  champaign  country,  in- 
tersected with  beautiful  rivers  and  creeks,  pene- 
trating the  whole  country,  and  winding  around 
the  homestead  of  almost  every  man.  He  contend- 
ed the  interests  of  the  two  shores  were  essential- 
ly different  Whilst  the  Western  Shore  was 
greatly  dependent  upon  works  of  internal  im- 
provement for  her  prosperity,  the  Eastern  Shore 
required  no  such  public  expenditures  for  her 
benefit.  Already  you  have  your  great  works  of 
internal  improvement,  reaching  far  to  the  west, 
aud  mteiseotiog  the  State  in  other   directions. 


bringing  into  direct  competition  with  our  pro- 
ducts the  pioducts  of  other  and  distant  Sutes. 
For  one,  be  denied  the  almost  univemlly  re- 
ceived dogma,  that  by  making  the  city  of  Balti- 
more the  great  grain  market  of  the  West,  yoa 
would  increase  the  price  of  our  own  products. 
These  great  works  Iiavc  been  constructed  by  the 
common  treasure  of  the  whole  people.  The  East- 
ern Shore  was  made  tributary  to  these  works — 
was  taxed  to  accomplish  that  which  daily  con- 
tributed to  her  injury.  Mr.  Phelps  said  he 
had  never  assisted  to  incur  the  present  debt  of 
Maryland,  but  he  was  proud  to  say  he  had  sustain- 
ed the  faith  and  honor  of  the  State  in  her  darkest 
hours  of  adversity,  at  a  time  when  rcpudialioa 
fouud  a  resting  place  even  in  these  halls.  Mr. 
Phelps  said  the  time,  in  his  judgment,  for  a 
separation  had  not  yet  come  ;  but  he  desired  the 
Convention  to  recognize  the  right  wo  contend 
for.  Whenever  repre:^entation,  according  to  pop- 
ulation, shall  be  engrafted  upon  the  Constitution 
of  the  State,  for  one,  be  was  prepared  to  say,  the 
day  and  the  hour  of  our  se{>anition  is  at  himd. 
He  never  could,  and  never  would  consent,  that  the 
Eastern  Shore  should  be  compelled  to  sit  power- 
less at  the  feet  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  West- 
ern Maryland. 

Mr.  Browm  said  he  would  make  no  reply  to 
the  gentleman  who  had  referred  to  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  of  Dorr:  there  was  nothing  in 
the  condition  or  character  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land to  justify  any  parallel.  Nor  would  he  an- 
swer the  insinuation  of  the  gentleman  from 
Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  that  a  time  might  coma 
when  Baltimore  might  call  in  the  aid  of  Charles 
coimty  to  protect  her  against  her  own  friends. 

These  were  questions  unworthy  of  notice. 
Sneers  had  been  thrown  out  by  gentlemen  against 
the  Hevcnieen  who  had  voted  on  Friday  for  the 
popular  basis  of  rcprcisentalion.  It  was  true,  it 
was  a  very  .small  minority.  But  he  would  inform 
those  gentleman,  tliat  the  number  of  them  was 
great— tliat  their  name  was  "Legion."  These  sev- 
enteen represented  2;i7,000  of  the  voters  of  Ma- 
ryland. Vetlhrir  fewness  on  this  vote  was  made 
a  subject  of  ridicule.  But  the  effort  which  had 
been  made,  and  the  names  of  those  who  sustain- 
ed it,  will  appear  o[i  the  record,  and  not  all  the 
waters  which  separate  Maryland  from  Delaware 
and  Virginia  will  wash  it  out. 

Ho  moved  the  previous  qucstiotv 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
ncf^tivc. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  second  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Brbnt,  of  Baltimore  city,  desired  to  offer 
an  amendment. 

The  President  ha  id,  it  was  not  now  in  order, 
there  being  two  amendments  already  pending. 

The  question  tlien  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Hicks. 

Mr.  Presstman  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

-ifflrmatire — Messrs.  Lee,  Mitchell,  Buchanan, 
Bell,  Welch,  Ridgely,  Dickinson,  John  Dennis. 
Daahiellj  Hiclu,  ilodsou,  Goldsborough,  Phelps, 
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Bowie,  McCubbin,  Diricl»on,  McMuler,  Hon. 
fooki.  Jacobs,  ShriTcr,  Buer.Tliawlej.Michiwl 
Newcomei,  Stnilh,  tthoKci  and  Urown— 37. 

Mplirt— .Mesais.  Clitpmin.  f  rrtident,  B\tk- 
iitooi,  Dciil.  Hopewell,  Kicaud,  Cliunben,  of 
Knit,Don>]di«n,  DorM-v.Wk'lls.Kud*ll,  Kent, 
Weems,  WilliinH,  AI<^Culloii|i;ti,  Miller,  McLano, 
Tiiek,8prig2i  Buwliii)f,  Sjicni'ur,  Ura>on,rieorKe, 
Wrigbt,  Gaiiher,  Aiinaii,  Htppinclon,  Stenb«n- 
im,  McHenrr,  Magraw.  NclMin,  iitrwarlolCar- 
oIiiw,Gwinn,  Slewurtof  Ualtiiiiore  citj,  Uront, 
of  Baltimore  rlly,  l^reuliuaii,  Ware,  Scliley, 
Ficrj,  Neill,  Jolin  Newruraer,  ilarliine,  Davit, 
Kilgour,  Brewer,  Walrm,  Weticr,  llullyday, 
Slicer, Fitipaltick, Porile,  and  Cockry— fil. 

So  the  amendment  wai  rejcetrd. 

The  (lUMtion  then  reciiireil  on  the  amendment 
orMr.Pnri'TMjK. 

Mr.  DiRicKsoN  took  Ihi'  llnor,  but  yieldn)  to 
Mr.  Ch^mbehi,  of  Kcjii,  uliu dr'ircd  to  uir«r an 
Unendmenl. 

Mr.  C.  iiaid.  that  the  <ttieii(ii)n  involved  in  the 
amendment  oAfcrrd  by  the  ^nntli'man  from  Dal- 
timore  city,  (Mr.  Pre^ilnian,)  wai,  or  wan  nut, 
in  his,  (Mr.  C'.'i,)  humble  Juilgmenl,  proper  to 
be  adopted  or  not,  according  to  llie  roMtruclion 


Mr.  Chimeks  said,  thai 
the  proputition  i>C  tlic  f^cnl  I 
city  wu,  that  the  aigiinwnt  by  whirli  it  wo* 
tained,  had  very  much  emharrasned  llie  quest 
CoiMtiuclioiu  had  been  put  upon  llie  amendment 
which  would  render  it  of  iIoubtl\il  n 
w»i  nident  ihat  the  opinion!'  uf  eenllcmcn  who 
b»d  diieuHed  it,  iJiner«l  wiilrly  rrom  each  olhcr, 
and  M  the  conniruciions  put  upon  it  by  the  peo- 
ple would  be  imlistiflcl  and  diTordant  What- 
ever i*  inserted  in  llie  CinBtitiitinn  ought  to  be 
clear  and  iiidisputulilc.  EIc  inlniittrd  to  vote 
agaiort  the  amendment  in  id  present  Turm,  and 
with  a  view  lo  muke  it  mnrr  accrptable,  he  pro~ 
posed  to  Diove  an  amendment.  By  one  parly  it 
had  been  beld,  thai,  n-itliniil  C'in<litiitiuna1  en, 
actmenUor  asaintt  them,  rla!>-4;nor  nien  might 
resolve  tbeiaielTes  into  a  mrcting,  and  M;t  iip  t 
Constitution  oTtheir  own.  Another  da^s  insist- 
ed that  it  was  the  rl^hl  of  (he  ppoplc  In  cliangfe 
the  Coortilution  by  any  procen,  and  in  any  way 
they  mighl  think  lie^l.  Wilh  a  view  lo  clear  Ihe 
amendment  of  all  mislineii, '''"l  make  it  clear 
lo  ever;  eomprehunsion.  hc>  moved  lo  amend  by 
adding  the  following  wuril!>; 

"According  lo  the  niudu  authorized  by  the 
ConstiwliaD  ortaitii  of  the  land." 

Mr.  RinecLT  was  of  opinion,  Ihal  tbe  amend- 
ment oTlbe  gentleman  from  Kenl,  waanoteakutal- 
edito  meet  the  object  lilt  hail  ill 


c  [njl;<ni,  an  absi rant  political  truth, 
which  no  one  would  deny,lobu  emhadied  in  that 
calei^ry  of  rigbtn,  in  which  is  usually  presented 
Die  analysis,  or  general  principles  of  republican 
^ovcrnmenl.  All  such  i^neral  declarations  of 
popular'  riKhls,  contemplalu  Ihi  '  ' 
people  to  Ihiow  off  oi-pi  —  — 


ienable,  and  would  a<i  wril  uxiit  witliout,  as 
by  iU  aiMiiini  in,  the  bill  of  rights,  is  indilpula- 
ble.    No  body  can  deny  such  a  rinbt  a*  inherent 
the  people  and  inseiiarablu  from  all  free  gov- 
ernment. 
Tlie  prewnl  declaration  of  rigliU  to  rer<%- 
zci  it(  and  this  proiiiMition  is  bul  a  reileralion 
of  ihB  Iruth.    What  dues  Iho  amendment  of  Ibc 
gcnlli-man  from  Kent  pro|HMe.'  To  strip  Ihiaab- 
tract  deelaiation,  of  it*  alairact  diaracleri  to 
•;ize  upon  an  abslrar.t  truth,  which  cunlcmplatcs 
evolution  only,  as  I  liivu  already  said,  and  to 
ipply  it  toalutally  diU'rrent  |iuipu<e.  to  wit:  to 
Riftkc  il,  in  ill  conuection,  as  u  part  uf  Uie  bill  of 
rigliU;  in  fad  a  conHtilutioual  restraint,  as  tu  Ihe 
manner  of  altering  the  civil  compact.    Is  hueh 
tlie  pn^rplace — it  this  the  proper  conneeliou  for 
h  a  pro]io!iitioii(    Is  there   propriety  or  lil- 
4  of  Ihinp.  in  luch  antagonist  unsociatioD  of 
il  and  revolutionary  meam  of  changing  or  al- 
ine Ihe  form  of  (fixernmentr    II  scums  to  me 
not.  When  we  reach  the  amendatory  clause  in  the 


nd  prescribe  the  manner  of  its  change.  There 
'ould  doubtless  bti  riin'eriTiRe  of  opinion  on  that 
.iibjoct — that  was  a  vilal  que^lion — bul  here,  io 
theliill  of  rights,  there  cnuld  be  no  dillurence  of 
nion,  upon  abstract  truth*— truths  which  )ia<l 
■n  ullrireJ  by  our  fathers  scveiily  years  ago, 
were  still  Iruthsnnd  would  forever  remain  Irullm. 
How  and  when  lo  be  cxnrriHcd,  or  restrained  by 
the  civil  rj>mpact,  is  a  niieHlion  for  detail  in  the 
Ccm'titulion  proper.  Whal  difficulty  could  Urnta 
be  in  voting  for  such  a  broad  proposition.  Ho 
could  sec  none.  l.el  il  go  inio  the  bill  of  rights, 
nt  a'rt  abetract  ileclaraliim,  in  company  ivith  all 
other  articles  rjNjdrm  ginrrii.  Tnere  il  will  be 
qnalilied  and  restrained,  by  Iho  dcRncd  terms  of 
the  Conslilulion  proper,  in  which  he  was  ready 
lo  unite  wilti  the  gentleman  from  Kent.  There 
was  no  fear  of  minapprc  liens  ion  upon  this  sub- 
ject: Ihe  bill  of  rightN  and  (tie  Consiitulion  must 
go  logellier,  as  a  whole,  and  be  expounded  in 
connection,  lie  hoped  ibereforii  the  amendnieiit 
would  be  withdrawn,  and  the  proposition  of  llui 
gentleman  of  Baltimore  city  bu  agreed  to. 

Thereupon  tlis  Convention  adjourned  until  lo- 
mortow  at  II  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  January  30Hi,  ISil. 
The  Convention  met  a>.  eleven  o'clock. 
Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  UaxoKP. 
The  roll  having  beun  called,  the  Secretary  pro- 
ceeded to  read  thr  journal  of  yesterday. 

.Mr.  Phelps  moved  that  llie  reading  be  dis- 
pensed w i Ill- 
Mr.  SpaucEaiboi^ht  tlie  piecadenlabadoue, 
and  hoped  the  motion  would  nul  pri^vsil. 

Mr.  Phelfs,  not  preaiing  his  motiuu,  the  jour- 
nal was  read,  and  having  been  amended  so  aa  lo 
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correct  &n  error  in  Mr.  Stepbehwii^  resolution, 
was  approred. 

Mr.  Presstman  offered  the  following  order 
which  was  adopted :  ^ 

"That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  reporting  a  provision  that 
the  rights  and  interests  of  parties  to  a  suit  shall 
not  be  atTccted  by  any  law  passed  during  the 
pending  of  said  suit  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity 
in  this  State." 

The  pREsiDENr  announced  that  reportsof  com- 
mittees were  now  in  order. 

No  reports  were  made. 

Mr.  Michael  Newcomer,  presented  a  peti- 
tition  of  sundry  citizens  interested  in  the  inspec- 
tions of  Tobacco,  Flour,  Liquors,  Fish,  Lumber, 
Wood,  Anthracite  and  Bituminous  Coal,  Plaster 
of  Paris,  Lime  and  Guano,  praying  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  free  inspection  may  be  engrafted  in 
tho  Constitution. 

The  petition  was  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Inspections. 

HODR  OF  MEETINC. 

The  President  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour  to  be  the  resolution  of- 
fered by^Mr-STEPHENSoif  yesterday,(as  amended,) 
which  provided  that  fboni  and  after  Monday  next, 
the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  the  Convention, 
shall  be  ten  o'cloclc. 

Mr.  Sappingtoh,  suggestiogjsome  doubts  as  to 
the  presence  of  a  quorum,  moved  that  there  be  a 
call  of  the  Convention. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  roll  was  a^in  called.  ^ 

A  quorum  having  been  ascertained  to  be  pre- 
sent, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brow  v,  all  further  proceed- 
ings  on  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  John  Newcomer  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas 
43,  nays  26. 

So  the  Convention  decided  that  from  and 
after  Monday  next,  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Convention  should  be  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that  as  there  seemed  to  be  no  I 
morning   business    before    ihe  Convention,  he 
would  move  that  the  Convention  resume   the 
consideration  of  the  unfinished  order  of  yester- 
dav. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  BILL  OF  RIGHTS. 

The  Convention  thereupon  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  or  the  committee  on  the 
declaration  of  rights  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Tlie  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Phcsstman. 

Mr.  Fiery  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  countv,  (Mr.  Ridgely,)  did  not  desire 
to  speak,  he,  (>fr.  F.,)  would  move  the  previ- 
ous quusiion.. 

Mr.  Spencer  suggested  that  as  he  understood, 
the  gentlemao|from  Worcester,  (Mr.  Dirickson,} 


was  entitled  to  the  floor,  that  gentleman  having 
yielded  to  a  motion  to  adjourn  by  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Brent.) 
?^Mr.  DiRicKSON.  I  believe  that  the  gentleman 
from  Queen  Anne*s  (Mr.  Spencer,)  is  correct; 
but  if  there  is  a  great  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the 
Conrention  that  the  question  shall  be  taken,  I 
have  no  desire  to  delay  its  action  by  any  remarks 
of  mine. 

Mr.  RiDORLT.  I  have  not  entirely  closed  the 
remarks  which  I  intended  to  make  yesterday.  But 
a  suggestion  has  been  made  to  me,  that  the  Con- 
vention is  anxious  to  take  the  question;  and,  if 
so,  1  will  not  trouble  it  with  any  additional  re- 
marks. If  not,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  concluding  my  remarks.  I  shall, 
however,  lie  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  previous 
question  shall  be  taken,  if  such  b  the  disposition 
of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  FiERT.  No  gentleman  in  this  body  is 
more  anxious  to  accord  to  every  member  the 
privilw  of  speaking  upon  everji  question  than 
myselfT  But  what  is  the  condition  of  things 
here  ?  For  the  last  three  months,  we  have  been 
dtscussing  different  propositions,  and  up  to  this 
hour,  not  one  report  has  been  adopted  by  tlio 
Convention. 

Mr.  Morgan,  interposing.  1  rise  to  a  quetttioo 
of  order?    **Is  the  previous  question  debateable." 

Hie  Prlsiuent.  The  previous  question  has 
not  yet  been  moved,  because  the  gentleman 
from  Washington  county,  (Mr.  Fiery,)  is  not  in 
a  position  to  move  it,  until  it  is  ascertained  wheth- 
er the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county,  (Mr. 
Rideely,)  desires  to  conclude  his  remark*. 

Mr.  FiERT.  1  understood  that  1  had  the  con- 
sent of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county, 
(Mr.  Ridgely.) 

Some  conversation  followed. 

Mr.  FiERT  (resuming.)  1  simply  desire  to  set 
myself  right  before  the  Convention.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  discourteous.  I  slate,  upon  the  pledge 
of  all  the  honor  1  possess,  ttiat  1  urn  solicitous  to 
afford  every  gentleman  an  opportunity  to  do  jus- 
tice to  his  own  views  and  to  tho  scutimenU  of 
his  constituents.  But  gciitlenicii  will  bear  in 
mind  that,  by  the  very  act  of  moving  the  previous 
question,  1  deny  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  others, 
the  privilege  ol  discussion.  But  I  do  not  desire 
to  speak  on  every  subject.  I  want  action — im- 
mediate action.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  if  we 
do  not  place  some  limit  upon  the  discursive  and 
latitudinous  debates  which  continually  take  place 
in  this  body,  we  can  never  arrive  at  any  succest- 
ful  result.  1  am  conscientiously  of  opinion  that 
it  is  my  duty  to  enforce  the  necemity  of  action 
by  all  proper  means  with  in  my  reach.  My  con- 
stituents (lemand  it,  and  when  my  duty  directs, 
I  shall  not  hesitate  as  to  my  course.  Whatever 
mav  be  the  odium  which  I  may  bring  upon  my- 
self, in  this  body  or  out  of  it,  1  shall  not  skulk 
from  responsibility  here  or  elsewhere.  1  take 
this  course  in  good  faith,  and  with  no  feeling  cf 
ill-will  to  any  member  of  \U\»  Convention.  My 
sole  object  is  to  expedite  the  transaction  of  it* 
business.  As  to  the  question  which  we  have  had 
under  discussion  for  a  day  or  two  pasf.,  tho  prin- 
ciple involved  in  it  must  come  up  for  future  dis* 


cuMion  on  the  question  of  repreienlalion.  1  lea 
no  ;oDil  to  be  atbinedbj  iti  eonti  nuBd  duGUHian 
now.  1  Mmfeu  1  han  borne  it  uniil  my  pBtianee 
a  loUlly  exhauEUd,  anil  I  must  proieit  igwDit 
IheeoDtinofttion  of  m  lUle  of  ihingi  ocleutfticd  to 
prolrtet  the  Muion  of  the  ConTeDtion  to  fto  in- 
definite period. 

The  Pkiideht  (to  Mr.  Ridgclj.)  l>o«»ithe 
pntlcniEin  rraiii  Baltimore  cniintj  cliim  tlie  QoorT 

Mr.  RiDRKLi  yieldLd  the  floor. 

Mr.  DinicEiOK  took  tlie  floor,  and  remarked 
that  ho  felt  tiiniself  placed  in  an  awkwanl  po- 

Mr.  Bluiitoke  interposed,  and  luggetted  tlist 
the  Mntleman  from  Worccitcr,  (Mr.  Uirickaon,} 
diould  permit  tliu  qiioilinii  to  be  taken  ori  llie 
ptcviotn  qucjilion,  (there  bring  an  eridenl  di»- 
pof  ition  on  tlie  part  vt  the  Convention  not  to  «o- 
coud  tbe  previous  question  at  tbe  prcoent  mo- 
Mr.  DiBicsEON  yielded  tlio  floor. 
Mr.  ScHLir.  I  hope  Uiat  llic  Convention  will 
not  Mcood  the  demand  for  the  previoiu  quuliou. 
[  regBrd  the  tubjeel  wliicli  i«  now  engrouing 
oar  coniideration,  a*  one  of  grave  importance, 
and  thioli  tliat  the  gotilleinan  from  IVasbinglon 
countT.  (Mr.  Fiery,)  is  mislukon  in  luppoaing 
tliat  the  UDie  principle  will  again  coma  up  for 
discuaaiou  on  the  queaiioa  of  representation . 
I  cannot  lee  Ibe  connection  between  tlie  two- 
Bui  apart  from  tliat  consideration,  if  it  were  time 
that  Ihia  qucition  is  again  to  come  under  our  re- 
viiiOD,  I,  for  one,  am  diaiioied  to  avail  mydelf  of 
■II  the  light  I  can  obt&tn  by  diacuieion  among  the 
memben  of  this  Convention.  I  care  not  if  we 
nmain  here  aii  monthi ;  my  conalitiienli  will 
not  make  any  unrciaonalile  ilemiinds  upon  me. 
Aa  their  representative "hprc,  1  have  a  duty  lo 
perTorm  ai  well  ai  rights  to  protect.  U  becomes 
BW  K>  to  diicbarge  my  duties  here  as  tliat  when 
1  go  home,  I  may  tell  my  consliluenli  that  I  have 
kecompliahed  the  object.^  for  which  1  came  hare. 
There  are  some  gentlemen  in  this  body — I 
da  mt  wish  to  specify — wlio  geem  lo  understand 
by  iatnilion  all  l}ie  matters  tliat  come  before  us, 
and  m  ready  to  give  their  voles  tlie  moment  a 
qvettion  ia  broached.  I  am  not  one  of  that  num- 
ber; and  I  am  aniioua  lo  give  lo  every  eenlleman 
who  is  disposed  to  sprak,  an  onportunily  to  do 
to,  that  I  may  myself  enjoy  the  benefil  of  IiIh 
views.  Whilst  I  idiould  be  glad  to  lee  more 
npkl  progres*  than  we  have  hitlierto  made,  in  . 
order  that  we  miglit  perfect,  as  soon  ai  possible, , 
tbe  work  for  which  we  have  nuembled,  yet  I  am  | 
very  sure  that,  to  tne  satisfactory  seeompliih- 1 
uent  of  that  wurk,  debate  is  necessary.  Gen- 
tlemea  must  be  permilled  to  express  their  views,  . 
■nd  those  gentlemen  only  who  aro  perfectly  eog-  | 
Dizantof  every  subject,  are  prepared  to  vote  in  ; 
tbe  tteginning,  without  em m inn tion  and  without 
discussion.  As  I  am  nut  oue  of  them,  I  desire  to  i 
move  not  at  a  gallop,  but  at  a  more  reasonable  i 
apecd.  I  wish  to  accord  to  every  gentleman  the  : 
nght  to  express  hi^  opinions  and  views.  I  have  i 
.  beena  longtime  a  listener  to  debates  attbe  house 
and  elsewhere,  and  I  cannot  see  that  the  latidu- 
dinoos  and  irrelevant  debate  whicli  gentlemeiil 


■peak  of  here,  has  in  faet  taken'  place.  I  think 
that  MDtlenen  have  confined  themselves  pretty 
clotcTy  to  the  legitimate  subject  matter  under 
diecustion.  1,  therefore,  hope  that  every  gentle- 
man, who  desires  it,  may  liave  an  i^pottuniiy  of 
being  heard. 

Mr.  Tuck,  (Io  the  Chair.)  What  ii  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Couventiun? 

The  rHEsiDiHT-    It  is  en  the  amendment  of 
the  genUeman  fhim  Kent,  (Mr.  Chamben.) 
Mr-  DiaicuOH  took  the  floor. 
Mr.  Fiiat.     1  move  the  previous  question. 
The  rniuDEHT.     The  gcnth:min  has  not  tlie 
floor  to  mske  the  motion. 

After  aonic  conversation,  the  Boor  was  yielded 
by)Mr.  Di  RICH  OH,  fur  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 
But  the  Convention  refused  to  second  it. 
8o  the  queatioD  again  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  CnaMains,  of  Kent. 
Mr.  DiKicKSOH  said  : 

He  had  listened  calmly  and  palicnlly  to  the 
debate  which  for  the  past  tvo  days,  had  occupied 
the  grave  attention  of  the  Cunvenlion.  He  had 
Itatencd  with  lomcwhst  more  than  his  usual  ear- 
nestness, aeriouily  regarding  the  anicndmenl  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  the  city  of  Balli- 
more.is  not  only  uf  the  highest  and  mostaolenm 
importance,  but  as  involving  principles  which 
tnigbt  shake  our  whole  government  to  iia  inmost 
centre,  and  in  a  muneDlur  lima  crumble  its  fair 
fabric  into  dust  and  ruin.  Little  did  be  expect 
to  hear  in  this  tlall,  consecrated  by  so  many  pa- 
triotic and  historic  associations,  sentiments  like 
those  whicli  but  recently  had  eome  from  more 
than  one  quarter  of  the  wise  anemlilage  now 
around  him — scnLmcnls  which  but  fbr  the  great 
respect  and  high  regard  ho  entertained  for  the 
sources  from  which  they  emanated  he  would  de- 
nounee,  ai  they  deserved  to  be,  as  moral  treasons 
against  the  fair  fame  and  dignity  of  our  noble 
Slate,  and  the  peace,  happiness  and  security  of 
her  sovereign  people-  There  might  be  tiniM  and 
places,  when  and  where,  iho  cnuniciation  of 
such  political  heresies  however  agrarian  in  llieir 
'ndencies  and  rcd-repiiblicaii  in  their  odor, 
Duld  be  entirely  liarmles;!  aiut  unimportant. 
But  such  was  not  the  case  with  emanations 
from  this  body.  He  saw  around  him  many 
Long  the  most  eminent  and  distinguished  of  tlie 
land— men  whose  past  lives  and  intellectual  la- 
bars  had  already  become  a  part  oflliu  history 
and  piide  of  Iheir  counlry;  and  to  an  aiaembly 
graced  and  adorned  by  such  a  prescnca,  the  peo- 
ple might  look  with  ronro  than  wonlud  eonfideiice 
and  hearken  with  a  willing  ear  lo  its  pdlitical 
teachings. 

He  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  those  who, 
bythe  utterance  of  new,  and  lohitn  strange  cncds, 
■ought  to  placo  themtelvcs  in  a  popular  attiinde 
before  their  peculiar  constituency.  The  ascent 
of  the  politician  is  ever  steep  and  toilsome — ways 
new  and  untried — crocked  and  tortuous  are  fre- 
quently pursued  ere  station  and  pomp  and  power 
and  all  the  bright  bauble*  that  dazila  iround 
ambition's  goal  are  fairly  won.  And  was  this  an 
I  ordinary  poulieal  auembly  collected   together 


160 


for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  legislalion,  he 
would  be  the  last  to  complain  of  the  mere  raga- 
ries  of  gentlemen,  however  wild  and  fanciful. 
They  should  be  free  to  seek  their  own  objects 
in  any  innocent  manner  which  their  hopes  and 
fears  might  suggest.  But  the  Conyention  now 
holding  its  sittings  was  not  of  that  character. 
It  had  met  to  frame  a  new  organic  and  fundamen- 
tal law — to  wipe  away  the  aristocratic  features 
and  fettering  restrictions  that  belongod  to  the  past 
generation,  and  in  their  place,  provide  new  sys- 
tems better  suited  to  Uie  intelligence  and  necessi- 
ties of  the  people,  and  more  m  harmony  with 
the  wants  and  progressive  spirit  of  the  age.  The 
task  was  one  of  no  little  labor  or  light  responsi- 
bility, and  he  earnestly  invoked  gentlemen  to 
abandon  Eutopian  and  undigested  theories  and 
bring  to  tlie  work  before  them  all  the  wisdom, 
dignity  and  solemnity  which  the  subject  and  the 
occasion  alike,  imperatively  demand. 

The  proposition  before  us  was  in  the  following 
words :  [Here  Mr.  D.  read  the  amendment  of 
fered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ualtimore  city.]  It 
asserted  the  unrestricted  and  unqualified  power 
of  the  people  in  its  broadest  and  most  extended 
sense;  and  in  his  judgment,  was  evidently  not  de- 
signed to  be  followed  by  any  limited  and  whole- 
some constitutional  restraint. 

This  question  of  inherent  power  of  the  people 
had  already  been  well  and  ably  explained,  and 
indeed  from  the  first  slight  examination,  had 
seemed  so  clear  and  plain,  as  to  require  no  mas- 
terly argument  to  bring  it  within  the  grasp  of  the 
humblest  comprehension.  No  one  imbued  with 
tlic  philosophy  of  our  form  of  government,  and 
.understanding  the  great  moral  principle  upon 
which  it  rested,  had  ever  denied  the  fact,  that  all 
power  was  in  the  people,  and  that  from  them,  as 
the  great  inexhaustible  source,  all  power  flowed. 
The  very  existence  of  our  Government,  the  crea- 
ture of  their  hands,  and  the  ofitpring  of  their 
combined  intellect,  gives  the  happiest  and  noblest 
evidence  of  their  free  and  glorious  sovereignty. 
They,  and  they  alone,  can  bind  themselves,  and 
it  is  in  this  very  power  of  binding  themselves  that 
all  free  government  has  its  strength  and  origin, 
it  is  this  power  that  ushers  into  being  great  com- 
pacts, and  develops  itself  in  the  form  of  Consti- 
tutions and  solemn  agreements,  by  which  the 
whole  people  are  bound  up  into  a  mighty  body- 
politic,  under  tlie  most  sacred  obligations  and 
guaranties  |to  secure  each  and  all  in  the  mutual 
enjoyment  of  every  civil  right  and  political  lib- 
erty. He  conceded  to  the  people  even  greater 
power  than  the  amendment  proposed  was  design- 
ed to  indicate — for  he  conceded  the  power  of 
binding  themselves  by  a  compact  of  as  much 
moral  force  as  though  executed  between  indi- 
viduals— by  a  compact  infinitely  more  sacred,  be- 
cause its  violation,  either  in  letter  or  spirit,  would 
involve  the  happiness  and  peace  of  a  whole  peo- 
ple. It  was  because  he  entertained  this  great 
fundamental  maxim  as  part— aye,  as  the  foun- 
dation of  his  political  faith ,  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  take  issue  with  the  sentiments  now  boldly 
announced — tliat  the  people,  or  rather  that  ma- 
jorities, could    not    be  morally  bound  by  the 


most  solemn  contract— na^  could  not  even  bind 
themselves — but  that  havmgthe  physical  power 
they  must  necessarily  have  the  political  right  at 
all  times,  and  in  any  manner  the\'  maylchoose,  to 
break  down  every  restriction,  independent  of  the 
most  sacred  constitutional  compacts,  and  in  defi- 
ance of  the  violated  rights  of  a  down  trodden  and 
oppressed  minority.  If  such  was  indeed  the  coi^ 
rect  theory  of  government,  every  consideration 
of  social  and  individual  security  rendered  it  im- 
perative that  some  new  and  more  powerful  re- 
straint should  be  devised — something  more  stable 
than  might  be  its  whims— and  moft  secure  than 
might  be  its  mercy.  Happily  such  has  never 
been  the  design  of  the  intelligent  citizens  of  Ma- 
ryland. The  Constitution  now  in  being — the  crea- 
ture of  their  formation — contains  the  very  idea 
of  compact,  and  rccognizps  its  binding  power  to 
the  fullest  extent.  Tis  every  where  tilled  with 
conditions  and  icstrictions — mere  contracts  of 
majorities  with  minorities,  imposed,  doubtless,  for 
tiie  protection  of  sections  and  communities,  and 
tending  to  the  general  benefit  of  tlie  whole,  llie 
doctrine  now  urged  was  a  new  one — and  he  in- 
dulged the  hope  would  have  passed  away,  long 
before  it  could  work  out  its  legitimate  and  ruin- 
oui  consequences. 

He  regarded  every  provision  and  guaranty 
that  had  been  or  might  hereafter  be  inserted  in 
the  Constitution,  of  as  much  moral  and  binding 
force,  as  it  was  possible  for  anything  to  be  under 
the  canopy  of  high  heaven,  and  they  could  not 
be  abolished  save  in  the  manner  designed,  or  vio- 
lated without  the  assumption  of  the  most  tyran- 
nical and  arbitrary  power,  and  without  open  and 
flagrant  abuse  of  all  individual  and  political 
honesty.  True,  there  was  a  mode  by  which 
every  feature  of  an  existing  government  could  be 
thrown  aside,  without  consulting  the  established 
method.  But  that  was  revolution — an  expedi- 
ent not  contemplated  or  provided  for  in*  a 
Constitution,  or  by  laws.  It  was  a  something 
without,  above,  and  beyond  them  all — a  fearful 
remedy  left  to  man  to  protect  him  from  tyranny 
and  oppression,  and  always  to  be  used  under  a 
high  and  awful  responsibility  to  tlie  great  God 
of  the  Universe. 

But  it  had  been  gravely  argtied  by  a  gentle- 
man fiom  the  city  of  Baltimore,  "that  the  term 
'compact,*  in  government,  implied  nothing  more 
than  agreement,  and  might  at  any  time  be  changed 
by  a  mere  majority  without  regard  to  restric- 
tions." And  pray,  sir,  what  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  words  ^'compact*'  and  ''agreementr** 
What  force  does  the  one  carry  that  might  not  legi- 
timately be  deduced  from  the  other.  When  he 
heard  this  fancied  difference  urged  with  so  much 
earnestness  and  gravity,  the  old  and  oft  quoted 
couplet  came  instinctively  to  his  mind,  and  he 
could  not  forbear  repeating 

"Strange  what  difference  there  should  be, 
'Twixt  tweedledum  and  tweedledee. '* 

Mr.  BaxNT  here  arose  and  said  he  hoped  the 

?;entleman  would  state  his  position  correctly,  be-  . 
ore  ho  likened  it  to  tweeoledum  and  tweedle- 
dee.    He  had  said  that  the  word  compact  in  the 
bill  of  rights,  did  not  mean  contract. 
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Mr.  DiRicKsov  resumed.     lie  h'qh  &till  unable 
topeiceire  Uie  nice  distinction  whioh  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  had  in  fancy  drawn.  To  his  mind 
the  terms  compact,  contract,  and  agrcem^t  had 
one  common  and  general  meaning,  cenvcyed  one 
^neral  and  commpn  idea.     If  there  was  the 
least  distinction,  it  was  certainly  too  slight  to  hang 
an  argument  upon.    The  same  reasoning  would 
applj  as  properly  to  the  one  as  the  othtT.  Among 
men,  as  individuals,  an  a$;re«;nipnt  was  Ftyled  a 
contract,  and  it  only  af^umed  the.  more  diirnilicd 
and  sounding  appellation  of  comjisct,  when  in- 
serted in  the  more  solemn  instruniirnt  that  hound 
together  a  sovereign  people.     Sir,  we  aro  not 
here  to  discuss  such  filii^hl  und  Lriilinc:  distinctions 
— but  for  the  higher  and  loftier  purpose  of  ftam- 
ing  a  Constitution  for  a  pn^pei-ous  and  growing 
people.    And  what,  he  usked,  is  the  object  and 
end  of  all  Constitutions?    To  dniw  men  together 
by  a  closer  bond    of  union — to  Ii  urn  ionise  the 
social  world— to    secure    individual   rii^hts,  and 
more  than  all,  to  protect  minorities  from  the 
strong  arm  of  the  many.    This  wa.s  its  hullowed 
purpoae  and  gh>rious  design.    Are  gentlemen 
then  willing  to  give  countenanrc  In  a  principle, 
that  must  defeat  its  every  object — ncognize  with- 
out  limitation  the   powerof  a  lawh^ss  majority, 
which  may  set  at  defiance  every  riiritt  by  us  pre- 
scribed.'    If  this  new  doctrine  is  to  meet  your 
saoctioD  and  approval,  why  arc  we  here  to  rea- 
son together .'    Why  has  every  community  and 
seelioD  of  Maryland,  sent  forth  its  Delegate  to 
this  high  and   wise  conclave  ?     Why   tiave  the 
veDcrable  and  the  venerated  been  invoked  to  per- 
fect our  councils  by  their  experience  and  matu- ; 
rity?     Why,  in  short,  this  most  expensive  and  ! 
"solemn  farce,  *^  if  you  are  about  to  recognize  a  i 
principle    which  may — iliouirh  the  instrument . 
you  are  now  perfecting,  i-eeeivcs  the  sanction  of  j 
the  people — tear  it  asunder  and   rend  it  into  a 
thouaaod  fragmeniii.  in  its  own  time,  in  its  own  | 
way — above  all  Constitution,  and  beyond  all  law?  - 
Such  was  not  the  sort  of  power  he  had  been  ! 
taught  to  respect  and  cling  to,  as  the  great  fea-  ■ 
tare  of  republican  institutions.     He  believed  that  ■ 
ConstitutioDB   were  devised  mainly   to  protect  i 
minoritiei,  and  that  to  adopt  any  political  vagary 
which  orer-rode  and  tended  to  their  entire  sub-  ' 
Teraon,  was  to  make  them  little  less  than  the 
merest  mockery.    Talk  of  organic  and  statute 
lawa— where  was  Uicir  efficacy  ?    Where  were 
minorities  to  look  for  protection  ?    Solely  to  the 
clemency  of  the   majority,  and    with  uplifted  , 
hands,  ask  as  a  boon  what  they  should  demand  as 
a  right!     Such  innovation  upon  ilio  science  of 
govemmeot,  could  not  well  be  tolerated  in  the 
nineteenth  century.  The  day,  (if  ever  it  existed,) 
had  f^e  by  when  the  power  of  numbers  alone 
was  intended  to  govcni  the  world.  ! 

But  there  seems  to  be  some  gentlemen,  who 
regard  the  amendment  as  asserting,  harmlessly, 
nothing  more  than  a  mere  abstract  right;  and,  as 
such,  avow  their  willingness  to  support  it.    Sir,  ' 
abstractions  are  dangerous  tilings  to  insert  in  the  i 
great  orgsmic  law.    Upon  them  new  theories  ' 
may  be  built,  and  around  them  novel  doctrines  ■ 
generated,  which  may,  in  time,  destroy  all  the 
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fair  proportions  and  harmony  of  the  law  itself, 
and  nnally  war  with  its  very  vitality.  He  de- 
sired that  the  instrument,  which  should  be  sub- 
mitted for  ratification,  should  be  clear  and  ex- 
plicit— free  from  all  abstraction — free  from  all 
doubt  and  obscurity — so  plain  that  he  **who  nms 
might  read,*'  and  at  a  glance  comprehend  all  its 
simple  provisions,  but  he  did  not  consider  the 
amendment  an  a  mere  abstraction,  however  cun- 
ningly cloaked.  An  idea  lurked  amid  its  folds, 
which  niiirht  speedily  and  easily  develop  iUelf 
into  that  doctrine,  so  acceptable  to  those  teciions 
and  communities  now  clamoring  for  power. 
There  was  hi  it  the  admission  of  a  lawless  might 
and  an  overwhelming  right,  to  which  this  Con- 
vention would  hanily  be  willing  to  give  its  en- 
dorsement. There  was  about  it  the  ghostly  slia- 
dow  of  another  Convention,  called  by  a  diHerent 
power  from  that  by  which  the  present  had  its 
origin,  and  upon  a  haiiis  euKuring  a  result  not  now 
anticipated.  Gentlemen,  when  too  late,  would 
learn  that  so  far  from  being  an  unmeaning  ab- 
straction, it  was,  in  truth,  a  stern  and  practical 
reality;  oOered  with  deep  design  and  significant 
meaning;  that  upon  it.  as  a  basis^new  and  start- 
ling systems  might  be  wakened  into  life  and 
energy  ^lle  truisted  no  such  supicious  and  un- 
certain feature,  would  bo  written  upon  the  pages 
of  our  future  Constitution.  Let  its  mode  of 
change  and  alteration  be  prescribed  clear,  expli- 
cit, and  direct.  The  interest  of  every  commu- 
nity, and  individual,  eminently  demands  that  the 
manner  of  changing  the  organic  law,  under  which 
their  lives,  their  honor,  and  their  property  are 
Rccured  and  protected,  should  be,  without  doubt 
and  without  obscurity.  My»tery  should  not 
shroud  witli  darkness,  a  single  word  or  line  of 
that  instrument,  under  which  a  free  people  are 
to  live  and  exercise  their  inestimable  privileges. 
In  his  judgment,  the  gentleman  from  Carohne, 
(Mr.  Stewart,)  had  in  a  slight  degree  at  least  mis- 
apprehcned  the  real  issue  now  under  discussion, 
lie  had  argued  the  question  as  though  it  was  one 
of  mere  physical  strength — and  not  solely  of  con- 
stitutional right.  No  one  doubted  but  that  power 
was  the  prerogative  of  numbers — nor  denied  but 
tliat  they  might  exorcise  it  in  its  wildest  and 
most  destructive  form.  That  was  revolution, 
soaring  above  all  ordei^-and  far  from  the  idea 
sought  to  be  established  by  the  amendment  at 
present  occupying  our  attention.  The  effort  now 
made  was  not  only  to  elevate  the  majority  power 
to  a  lawless  position,  but  to  give  it  form,  and  place, 
and  constitutional  being  in  this  very  instrument 
we  are  framing.  It  was  our  duty  to  recognize  the 
power,  and  at  the  same  time  to  guard  and  secure 
It  by  proper  moral  and  legal  restrictioHs;  and  in 
the  solemn  compact,  now  to  be  ordained,  we 
could  not  be  too  careful  to  so  distribute  this  in- 
herent power,  that  whilst  the  rights  of  none  are 
crushed,  the  general  interests  of  the  whole  Slate 
and  community  should  be  placed  in  the  happiest 
and  most  ptosperous  condition.  There  was  a 
great  morbid  and  feverish  excitement  pervading 
every  quarter  of  Maryland,  and  he  resix-ctftilly 
warned  gentlemen  to  abstain  from  startling  and 
terrifying!  doctrines,  lest  by  their  unpropitioiw 
introduction  they  should  discolor  the  whole  public 
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Pftntimcnt,  and  force  the  already  loo  lender  sensi- 
bility into  disease  in  its  most  aggravated  form. 
There  was  an  idea  abmad  that  might  alone  would 
triumph*  and  that  Die  counties  with  their  sparse 
population  were  to  be  trodden  down  and  robbed 
of  their  political  existence.  He  trusted  no  such 
destiny  was  in  store,  and  he  would  see  oil  pour- 
ed upon  the  troubled  waters— calming  and  res- 
toring their  deep  ag;itation.  Again  he  invoked  the 
Conrention  to  abamlon  abstractions  that  might 
have  such  fearful  tendencies.  And  he  respectfully 
asked  the  gentleman  who  had  introduced  this  j 
amendment,  what  good  result  he  eipected  from 
the  proposition  inserted  in  the  unguarded  form 
in  which  he  had  offered  it  for  consideration? 

Mr.  Tresstman  here  said  he  was  not  apprised 
of  the  best  mode  of  carrying  it  out  at  present. 

Mr.  DiRicKsoN  resumed.  He  understood  the 
f(entlenian  then  to  express  a  willingness  to  take 
u  leap  fearlessly  in  the  dark— to  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  theories,  the  tremendous  consequences  of 
which  no  man  had  anticipated  or  could  begin  to 
realize  until  the  very  crisis  was  upon  him.  Born 
of  the  people,  he  sympathised  in  all  their  hopes 
»nd  wishes.  He  was  part  and  parcel  of  them. 
lie  would  have  their  every  rii^ht  so*solemnly 
shielded  that  the  very  tyranny  of  numbers  itself 
would  stand  abashed  and  rebuked  whenever 
tempted  to  break  down  the  sacred  barriers  by 
which  tliey  were  guarded  and  preserved. 

He  had  heard  with  great  pleasure  the  very  able 
remarks  whicli  had  fallen  fiom  his  honorable  and 
highly  esteemed  iriend  from  the  county  of  Dor- 
chesrer.  (Mr-  Hicks.)  He  had  alluded  to  the 
peculiar  legislation  of  183b',  as  affording  the 
most  distinguishing  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  re- 
form which  had  ever  marked  his  whole  political 
career.  So  far  a^  the  policy  of  that  period  had 
manife>ted  itself  in  weeding  out  ancient  draw- 
backs upon  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  ill  morefihoroughiy  republicanising  our 
pre!»enl  form  of  GoTernment,  it  merited  and  re- 
I'civitd  his  gratitude  and  approbation.  But  to 
liis  deep  regret  he  was  compelled  to  say,  that 
when  lie  remembered  the  innovation  then  made 
upon  the  representative  system,  he  was  compel- 
led to  rc;;ard  it  as  trie  darkest  hour  in  the  modern 
annals  of  our  State. 

it  was  then  that  the  principle  of  the  amend- 
ment now  submitted,  received,  in  its  most  modi- 
lied  and  limited  form,  a  .sort  of  quasi  adoption. 
Then  the  entering  wedge  was  pointed — and,  un- 
der the  specious  and  deceptive  guise  of  compro- 
mise, a  change  was  eflected,  which,  if  now  ex- 
panded to  the  extent  advocated,  might  rend  the 
Statu  to  fragments.    The  idea  here  sought  to  be 
engrafted  in  the  bill  of  rights,  was  nothing  le»s 
than  the  ba^is  upon   whicli  certain  gentlemen 
might  rear  their  darling  hobby — "representation 
based  purely  upon  population."    He  could   not 
for  an  instant  i;ive  countenance  to  any  scheme 
with  suf-h  an  aim  in  view.    Neither  the  past  his- 
triry  of  our  State,  nor  its  present  condition  and 
geographical  position,  warranted  or  justified  it. 
The  statebinan  who  would  provide  wise  laws  for 
the  government  of  a  large  community,  must  not 
be  swayed  in  bis  judgment  by  mere  abstract 


rights,  but  looking  calmly  over  the  whole  field  and 
weighing  every  circumstance  in  the  balance,  lo 
draft  his  code  that,  whilst  the  interests  of  all  re- 
ceived Its  beneficial  influence,  individual  liberty 
and  sectional  independence,  should  be  every 
where  plainly  and  distinctly  secured.  The  legis- 
lation of  past  days  had  shown  no  disposition  upon 
the  part  of  the  smaller  counties  to  use  their  pre- 
sent power  detrimental  to  the  prosperity  of  other 
portions  of  the  State ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
now  exhibited  the  noble  spectacle  of  an  honest 
people  cheerfully  discharging  every  obligation 
maJe  cKsential  by  our  common  debt,  without 
present  benefit  or  future  hope. 

By  their  combined  aid  and  assistasce,  the 
mountains  have  been  divided — canals  opened — 
railroads  created,  and  a  great  city  reared  up  in 
all  its  inagniticent  proportions.  AVhy  thon,  this 
contmued  and  ungrateful  clamoring  against  the 
power  essential  to  their  security  and  iodepen- 
dence  ?  Why,  to  illustrate  a  mere  abetraction, 
seek  to  humiliate  their  pride  by  placing  them  in 
a  position  but  little  ^hort  of  mere  colonial  depen- 
ciea  ? 

A  distinguished  gentleman  from  Carroll  county, 
some  days  since,  in  speaking  of  that  small  minori- 
ty of  the  Convention  who  had  voted  for  represen- 
tation upon  a  purely  popular  basis,  had  said,  with 
a  manner  and  a  menacing  expression,  that  miglit 
indicate  a  threat,  **  that  their  constitueDcy  was 
named  '  legion. '"  Sir,  the  day  of  menaee  and 
threats  had  gone  by.  The  duty  of  those  who  rep- 
resented the  smaller  counties  was  plain  and  open 
before  them.  The  magic  of  the  word  "  Legion  " 
could  not  deter  them  from  their  high  and  resolved 

Eurpose.  They  could  not  now  desert,  in  the 
our  of  peril,  without  proving  shamefully  recre- 
ant to  tlie  sttcred  trusts  which  had  been  confided 
to  them  by  a  generous  people. 

To  the  words  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Dorchester,  (Mr.  Phelps,)  whilst  speaking  of  the 
fertility  and  beauty  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  m  view 
of  a  separation  that  might  too  soon  be  hurried 
upon  us,  he  had  li-stened  with  mingled  emotioni 
of  pleasure  and  pain.     With  pleasure  he  feJt  the 
consciousness  that  there  was  no  land  upon  which 
Heaven  had  smiled  more  kindly,  and  surely  no  peo- 
ple more  open  hearted  in  their  generous  hospitali- 
ty.    He  trusted  the  hour  of  separation  and  se- 
session  would  never  come     He  was  a  Maryland- 
er  by  birth — a  Mary  lander  by  nature  and  by  habit 
Every  association  of  the  past,  and  every  hope  of 
the  future,  entwined  his  afi*ections  about  his  na- 
tive State.    There  was  not  within  her  whole  boi^ 
ders  one  spot,  from  the  topmost  peak  of  the  Al- 
leghanies  to  yon  distant  shore,  upon  which  the 
eternal  thunder  of    the   Atlantic's  roar  is  un- 
ceasingly heard,  which  he  did  not  love  and  cher- 
ish as  consecrated  ground.    The  deeds  of  her 
patriots  and  sages— of  her  warriors  and  states- 
men, were  one  common  property,  and  one  con- 
mon  inheritance.    No  community  or  brotherhood 
was  ever  bound  by  stronger  ties  or  happier  rem- 
iniscences ;  and,  fratricidal  indeed  would  be  dist 
policy  which,  tearing  asunder  these  bonds,  would 
make  one  of  the  brightest  of  the  old  thirteen,  a 
I  "Niobe  "  amid  the  brilliant  galaxy  of  her  sister 
1  States.    He  indulged  the  hope  that  gentlemen 
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would  refrain  from  expressions  which  grated 
hanhly  upon  the  feelings  of  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  community.  Outrage,  heaped  upon  out- 
rage, might  compel  them,  however  reluctantly,  to 
begin  to  think  leriously  of  separation.  Leave 
them  in  their  present  position  of  independence, 
and  peace  and  harmony  would  dwell  forever  in 
our  borders.  Reduce  them  to  the  condition  of 
colonjes,  and  no  man  could  tell  the  end.  They 
had  Jived  too  long  as  freemen,  ever  to  exist  quiet- 
ly and  tamely  as  oondsmen. 

Ere  concluding  his  remarks,  he  desired  to  say, 
that  io  his  own  county,  among  his  own  people, 
and  ill  his  own  humble  way,  he  haJ,  for  years 
past,  been  regarded  as  a  reformer.  Great  as  was 
the  respect  and  veneration  cherished  for  those 
noble  ancestors  who  had  transmitted  the  present 
Conetitution  under  which  we  had  so  long  and  so 
happily  lived,  he  thought  many  and  great  chang- 
es might  be  eflected,  conducive  to  the  genera]  in- 
teieatand  public  welfare.  He  did  not  regard  the 
science  of  government  as  perfected  and  finished, 
but  believed,  that  like  all  other  sciences,  and  like 
man  himself,  would  be  constantly  undergoing 
improvements — constantly  advancing  toward  that 
high  state  of  perfection  which  was  evidently  de- 
signed by  the  God  of  the  Universe.  Our  fathers 
had  made  great  strides  and  dono  nobly  in  their 
day— let  us  show  ourselves  worthy  of  such  pater- 
nity—worthy of  their  approbation,  by  seeking  a 
still  more  elevated  degree  of  political  knowledge. 
The  instinct  of  Uie  beast  might  remain  still,  but 
Hwas  the  province  of  man  and  intellect  ever  to  bo 
moving  onward  to  an  higher  and  loftier  sphere. 
He  was  ready  to  co-operate  with  gentlemen  eve- 
ry where  in  the  great  work  of  reform  before  them. 
He  was  ready  to  abase  the  aristocrat  and  exalt 
the  people,  and  to  infuse  the  spirit  of  equality 
into  every  branch  and  department  of  our  govern- 
menL  But  he  never  could  consent  to  give  his 
lanction  to  the  principle  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Presstman,  under  discussion,  even 
though  gentleman  assumed  for  it  the  name  and 
garb  of  reform.  He  never  could  aid  in  the  forging 
of  chains  destined  eventually  to  fetter  and  bind 
the  liberties  of  his  own  generous  and  noble  con- 
stituency. 

Mr.  oaowN  followed  in  some  remarks,  which 
are  withheld  for  the  purpose  of  his  revision,  (he 
being  detained  by  sickness  at  home.)  The  re- 
marks will  be  published  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Spencer  expressed  his  regret,  that  the  de- 
bate bad  taken  such  a  wide  range,  and  that  the 
subject  of  representation  should  have  been 
brought  into  it.  For  the  first  time,  in  his  life,  he 
had  heard  that  the  Constitution  was  to  be  regard- 
ed as  a  compact,  and  to  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  contract,  or  agreement  between 
parties.  There  were  statesmen,  who  contended 
that  the  Constitution  of  tho  United  States  was  a 
compact,  but  no  such  proposition  had  ever  been 
urged  in  relation  to  the  estate  Constitutions.  In 
order  to  show  that  this  was  an  incorrect  view, 
he  quoted  from  Chilly's  Blackstonc,  vol.  i,  p.  44, 
ttie  following  definition  of  the  word  '^compact:'* 

Law  '*is  a  rule  of  civil  conduct  prescribed  by 
the  supreme  power  in  a  State,  commanding  what 
is  ris^t  and  prohibiting  what  is  wrong. ^'    "It  is 


arufe  to  distinguish  it  from  a  compact  or  agree- 
ment A  compact  is  a  pn)Uiiiie  proceeding  from 
us — law  id  a  command  diiucting  us." 

He  had  looked  tor  other  authorities  on  the 
subject,  but  they  were  all  out  of  the  library — such 
as  Story,  Kawlo,  Wilson,  Madison,  and  others. 
But,  if'^this  waH  to  be  con>idcred  as  concct 
authority  in  reference  to  our  {K)litiral  inilitu- 
tiond,  it  will  be  se«*n  that  tliiii  Con<>titution  iiis^tead 
of  being  a  compact,  or  contracrt,  is  a  *'rule  of  ac- 
tion," prescribed  by  the  supreme  power  in  the 
State.  If  this  be  the  case,  how  stands  the  ques- 
tioa'  The  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  had  of- 
fered an  amendment  which  was  now  before  tho 
the  House,  a  simple,  plain,  intnllicent  pioposi- 
tion.  In  whom  is  power  vested  r  Who  hab  tlie 
right  to  change  the  Constitution?  The  people 
constitute  the  supremo  power  of  the  State,  anrl 
thi  right  is  in  Ih'u  supreme  power  alontj  and  yet 
the  abortion  in  made,  that  they  cannot  eicerciKc 
their  own  discretion  in  etleciing  tho  object,  ow- 
ing to  the  compact  contained  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  could  readily  under:<land  how,  between 
different  sovereignties,  cumpactH  of  a  binding 
force  may  be  made;  but  the  people,  by  whom  our 
Constitution  was  made,  being  the  sovereign 
power  themselves,  cannot  bind  theniselvesi  and 
posterity,  by  any  compact  in  the  form  of  a  Con- 
stitution. The  pn)po^ition  before  the  I  louse  was 
a  naked  one.  The  gentleman  from  Kent  has 
thrown  in  an  amendment,  which  entirely  destroys 
the  original  proposition,  lie  contends  that  tnc 
people  have  not  the  power  to  change  the  Con^li- 
tution  in  any  other  way  than  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Chambers  explained,  that  when  the  gen« 
tieman  from  Baltimore  otlered  his  amendment, 
he  had  asked  him  to  explain  it.  The  gentleman 
from  Baltimore,  replied  that  it  was  his  impres- 
sion that  the  people,  without  consent  of  law,  in 
disregard  of  the  Constitution,  in  any  way,  by 
any  mode,  might  upset  the  existing  governmeni, 
or  put  in  operation  a  new  system,  and  that  this 
was  the  right  he  intended  to  recognize,  and  ftiat 
those  who  came  after  us,  could  put  their  own 
construction  on  the  article. 

Mr.  SpENCEa  stated  what  ho  had  understooil 
to  be  the  course  of  the  interrogatory  j  and  tlien 
proceeded  to  defend  tlie  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Baltimore,  which  was  to  be  found  em- 
bodied in  the  Constitutions  of  eighteen  of  the 
States  of  the  Unicm.  What  reason  then,  he 
asked,  was  tlie  re  to  dread  its  operation  in  Mary- 
land, more  than  it  had  been  dreaded  •  in  other 
States  ?  Was  there  more  of  a  mob  spirit  here  ? 
Was  not  tlie  people  of  our  State  orderly  citizens 
abiding  by  law,  and  governcil  by  a  Constitution  ^ 
Had  they  not  given  the  strongest  evidence  of 
their  love  of  order,  in  their  long  submission  to 
the  old  Constitution?  How  often  had  the  publir- 
will  been  thwarted  by  the  legislative  power?  Yet 
they  had  born&  the  outrages  long  and  quietly. 
The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
involved  both  an  admi^ion  and  »  denidl  of  the 
right  of  tho  people.  It  asserts  th»t  they  have  the 
right,  but  provides  that  they  shall  only  exerciM) 
it  in  the  way  prescribed  for  them,  and  if  they 
use  it  in  any  other  way,  tliey  shall  bo  adjudged 
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guilty  of  treason.  Thus  the  fiist  principle  of 
popular  right  is  denied.  Now  he  could  never 
mdroit  that  the  Constitution  and  laws  possess  a 
power  above  the  people. 

Mr.  TuGK  asked  if  he  understood  the  gentle- 
man  from  Queen  Anne's,  as  saying,  that  when  the  i 
Constitution  has  provided  a  mode  by  which  the  | 
people  may  change  the  Constitution,  they  have  a  | 
right  to  change  it  in  any  other  way  than  the 
legal  way? 

Mr.  Spencer  said  the  people  might  change 
their  Constitution,  in  any  way  they  might  think 
best.  The  right  is  inalienable.  He  would  not 
not  now  go  into  the  question,  how  the  people 
might  carry  out  their  will ;  but  he  could  make 
it  clear  that,  when  necessary,  it  might  be  done 
by  a  peaceful,  tranquil  process. 

He  had  only  risen,  however,  for  the  purpose 
of  stating  what  was  his  understand ing,  as  to  the 
meaning  of  compact  and  law.  So  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  would  never  consent  to  let  the 
Constitution  go  out  to  the  people  in  such  vague 
and  undefined  term^,  as  are  to  be  found  in  the 
old  Constitution.  He  wished  all  the  rights  and 
powers  conferred  or  recognized  in  it,  to  be  so 
clearly  defined  and  expressed,  that  no  one  here- 
after could  misunderstand  them.  He  wA  ready, 
at  any  moment,  to  sustain  his  position.  He  was 
prepared  for  any  argument  on  the  subject,  and  if 
It  was  denied,  he  should  hereafter  defend  it. 

Mr.  DoNALDftON  said,  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  [Mr. 
Chambers,]  and  against  the  admission  into  the 
bill  of  rights  of  any  such  provision  as  had  been 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city, 
[Mr.  Presstman.]  He,  [Mr.  1),]  thought  it  had 
been  demonstrated,  in  the  progress  of  Ihisdiscn.t- 
sion,  that  the  incorporation  of  such  a  principle 
into  the  organic  law,  would  be  improper,  and 
highly  inconsistent  with  those  principles  by 
which  the  State  of  Maryland  had  been  governed 
from  the  beginning,  and  with  the  true  principle!^ 
of  Government  every  whore.  It  was,  in  fact,  the 
construction  put  upon  the  article  which  gave  it 
a  beneCcial  or  an  injurious  influence,  and  if  it 
was  to  be  left  in  such  a  condition  that  it  might 
become  aground  of  quarrel  hereafter— if  it  was 
not  made  so  explicit  one  way  or  the  other  as  to 
place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  those  agitating  dis- 
cussions which  work  injury  to  every  conunu- 
nity  in  which  they  exist — then  it  ought  not  to 
be  there  in  any  form.  He  felt  surprised  that  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  the  advocutes  of  the  unlimited 
power  *of  the  majority,  should  desire  to 
avoid  expressing  their  meaning  in  terms 
which  could  not  be  misundeistood.  Those 
with  whom  he,  [Mr.  D.J  acted,  had  no  desire 
that  their  views  should  be  misapprehended. 
They  did  not  wish  that  any  article  of  doubtful 
import  should  find  iU  way  into  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county,  [Mr. 
Ridgoly,]  had  stated  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  was  an  abstract 
proposition,  and  that,  tlicrefore,  he  was  opposed 
to  any  qualification  being  annexed  to  it  m  the 
bill  of  rights;  thus  assuming  that  the  bill  of  rights 
was  a  mere  statement  of  Uie  abstract  principles 
of  Govennncnti  subject  to  such  qualifications  as 


might  be  imposed  by  other  cltiuscs  in  the  Consti- 
tution.    Jf  the  gentleman   would   examine  the 
bill  of  rights,  he  would  find  that  it  was  full  of 
practical  principles  intended  to  be  applied  to  the 
legislation  of  the  State.     Would  the  gentleman 
say,  that  the  provision  which  declared,  that  exces- 
sive bail  should  not  be  required,  was  a  mere  ab- 
stract principle?  Or  that  trial  by  jury  was  so?  Or 
the  provision  which  declared  that  property  should 
not  accumulate  in  a  religious  corporation  r    And 
so  as   to    numerou!)    others.      Mr.   D.  traced 
the  bill  of  rights  to  its  early  history — showing  the 
causes  whicti  had   called  it  into  being,  and  that, 
from  the  altered  condition  of  things,  the  neces- 
sity for  such  a  declaration  had  passed  away  ;  but 
expressed  his  unwillinirness  to  part  with  it,  for 
noother  reason  than  its  historical   interest.     The 
practical   parts  of  this  declaration  mic;ht  othei^ 
wise  be  mcorporated  under  various  heads  ia  the 
body  of  the  Constitution.     He   insisted  that  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  BalUmore,[Mr. 
Presstman]  in  any  good  sense  that  could  be  attach- 
ed to  it,  was  already  set  forth  in  the  bill  of  rights. 
The  proposition   was  susceptible  of  three  con- 
structiunii.    The  first  was  consistent  with  our 
views  of  Government,  and  with  the  principles 
embodied  in  the  bill  of  rights  :  that  was  to  say, 
that  the  whole  people  might,  at  any  time,  changp  '^ 
their  form  of  Governincnt;  that  all  the  partiea 
making  a  compact,  might  mnko  a  new  one;  ihat 
was  not,  and  could   not  he  denied.      Another 
ground  wa*,  that  a  majority  of  the  people  (and  he 
wished  this  distinction  to  be  ol)served,)  had  the 
right  to  call  a  (/'onvcntion  and  to  alter  the  Con- 
stitution by  tlio  bare  right  of  a  numerical  major- 
ity, without  any  fornjs  of  law.    The  gentleman 
shakes  his  head.     VVhctiicr  this   is  his  view  or 
not,  it  is  certainly  the  view  of  many  gentlemen 
on  this  floor. 

Mr.  pRKPSTMAN.  Whatever  I  may  tliink  of 
the  power  of  a  majority,  my  amendment  speaks 
for  itj;elf. 

Mr.  Chambers.  But  I  want  to  know  yovr 
meaninc? 

Mr.  Presstman.  You  wish  to  know  more  than 
I  am  willing  you  should  know  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Donaldson  prooccdeil.  lie  did  not  say 
this  was  the  exclusive  meaning,  but  this  was  one 
of  the  meanings. 

There  was  another  class  of  gentlemen  who 
said  there  mu.^t  be  a  legal  mode  of  carr3*ing 
out  tliis  principle  at  the  ballot  box.  To  that 
class  belonged  the  colleague  of  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Brent,)  and  he,  (Mr. 
D.,)  placed  himself  among  (hose  who  said,  that 
the  object  must  be  effected  according  to  the  fun- 
damental rule  prescribed  by  the  compact.  He 
had  been  much  pleased  to  hear  the  remarks  of 
the  ffcutleman from  Baltimore  city.  (Mr.  Brent,) 
on  tnat'point,  because  that  ircritlcnian  was  much 
less  radical,  (not  using  tlie  term  in  any  offensive 
sense,)  than  his  colleague.  In  this  respect,  (said 
Mr.  D.,)  *'  not  to  be  worst,  stands  in  some  rank 
of  praise.'' 

Here  then,  was  a  proposition  that  was  open  to 
tliree  distinct  interiiretations.  Ought  it  not  to  be 
made  explicit?  The  evil  to  be  apprehended  was 
that  the  clause  wobld  receive  its  interpretation, 
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from  tlie  sources  from  which  it  emanated;  from 
the  opinions  of  those  whuHu.otaiiied  it,  and  whose 
views,  an  the  gentleman  from  Carroll,  (Mr. 
HfowdO  hatl  yesterday  romarkod,  would  gu  *Mi|>on 
the  record  which  all  the  waters  of  the  Che»a- 
peake  could  never  wash  out."  That  would  be 
looked  iDBb  its  contemiNirancous  rxpo^iition.  The 
most  innocent  pr^iposilion  in  ihv.  world  niiglit.  in 
such  a  way,  become  most  noxiou«.  The  princi- 
ple, thai  a  mere  numerical  majority  should  in  all 
CAMS  rule,  was  one  which  ht*  had  never  pretended 
to  acknowledf^c.  It  seemed  to  him,  that  the  pro- 
position, interpreted  as  il  iiad  been  hy  gentlemen 
who  advocated  its  adoption,  was  identical  with 
that  which  had  been  veiled  down  the  other  da> ,  in 
respect  to  representation  accord  mg  to  popula- 
tion. If  a  mere  numerical  majority,  art  such, 
had  the  right  at  any  time  to  anmilthr  Constitution 
and  the  Laws,  then  that  majority  had  a  right  to 
be  represented  according;  to  their  numbers.  The 
one  was  a  necessary  corollary  from  the  othec. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  express  the  extreme  Mur- 
priae  with  which  he   had  heard   the  gentleman 
from  Queen  Anne*9,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  argue  that 
the  Constitution   was  not  founded  on  compact; 
when  tlie  very  first  article  of  the  bill  of  rights 
declared,  "that  all  government  of  right  originates 
I   fjnm  the  people,  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and 
I     liilituted  solely  for  the  gc>od  of  the  whole." 
^  •       Now,  whatever  that  might  mean,  or  however 
'     "absupd"  it  might  be,  it  was  there;  our  lt)refath- 
ers  had  placed  it  there,  and  there  it  had  remain- 
ed for  seventy -five  yeais.    Whether  it  was    a 
sound   principle    or    not,  it    came  from  a  high 
siource — a  source  from  which  all  the  principles 
of  modem  political  liberty  were  derived;  and  the 
geotleman  from  Queen   Anne's,  (Mr.   Spencer,) 
knows  that  it  was  the  very  principle  established 
by  John  Locke,  and  adopted  into  our  Constitution 
as  a  protection  ngainst  arliitrary  power.     II  in, 
(Mr.  U's,)  doctrine  was  that   the   consent  of  all 
the  individuals  of  a  community'  was  necessary  to 
form  a  goTenirnent,  and  that  it  was  a  compact 
of  the  whole.    The  terms  of  the  compact  were 
binding.     A  compact,  if  he  understood  the  term, 
was  something  that  bound  t»)ffellier.    The  dilfcr- 
ences  between  law  and  compact,as  defmt^d  by  the 
gentleman  from  Queen   Anne's,  (Mr.  Spencer,) 
were  entirely  aside  from  the  subject.    They  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.    Mr.  D.   illustrated  this 
position,  and  proceeded  to  show  that  a  compact 
was  no  compact  at  all,  if  it  could  at  any  moment 
be  annalled  without  the  consent   of  the  parties 

making  it. 

He  hadstated  the  meaning  of  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr. 
Presstman,)  under  the  different  constructions 
that  might  be  put  upon  it;  and  that  there  was  a 
certain  class  of  gentlemen  (amongst  whom,  as 
he  understood  the  gentleman  from  iVallimore  city, 
Mr.  Presstman,  wa«  to  be  placed,)  putting  a 
large  and  radical  construction  upon  it — a  con- 
struction again>t  which,  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  protested, 
and  which  he  did  not  desire  to  sec  sent  out  from 
this  Convention,  without  the  addition  contemplar 
tpd  by  tlie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kent,  (Mr  Chambers.) 

The  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,    (Mr. 


Presstman,)  in  his  remarks,  had  cited  the  autho- 
rity of  the  late  John  C.  Calhoun.  However 
much  he,  [Mr,  I).,]  might  disagree  with  that 
great  man  in  some  of  the  principles  he  had  mam- 
tained,  as  to  the  relative  powers  and  duties  of 
the  general  and  State  governments  of  the  Union, 
yet  he,|[Mr.  I).,|  declared  that  illustrious  states- 
maifs  theory  of  government  were  identical 
with  that  which  lie,  [Mr.  D.,]  had  avowed, 
and  in  direct  opposition  to  that  of  the  gentle- 
man from  the  city  of  Raltimore.  Mr.  D.  read 
several  extracts  Irom  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn in  support  of  this  position;  and  asked  wheth- 
er any  thing  could  be  more  explicit?  [Calhoun's 
Speeches,  pp.  x>i),  65,  :>47,  ed.  of  1843.]  How- 
ever much  the  opinions  of  .Mr.  Calhoun  might 
have  chaiiiTcd,  or  seemed  to  have  changed,  upon 
other  (|uestions,  he  had  in  this  stood  from  the 
beginninji;,  lirm  and  immovable,  'Mike  a  great 
sea -mark  standing  every  Haw." 

.■\ccording  to  the  argument  of  gentlemen,  thia 
Constitution  was  not  to  bind  us  a  single  moment, 
if  a  bare  numerical  majority  should  decree  its 
destruction.  Of  course,  then,  the  protection  of 
the  minority  was  gone.  Now,  the  true  principle 
was,  not  that  numt»ers  should  have  no  weight; 
not  that  wealth  should  have  no  weight ;  not  that 
territory  should  have  no  weight;  not  that  other 
couMitlerations  growing  out  «jf  divided  or  aggre- 
gated interests  should  have  no  weight ;  but  that, 
when  a  government  wu>  to  be  made  for  the  people 
of  a  Stale,  all  thcMe  interests  .should  bo  consider- 
ed. l>[>on  this  question  of  representation,  for 
instance,  he  was  for  a  compromise — but  against 
the  nrinciplc  for  ever,  that  a  mere  majority  of 
numbers  should  have  the  right  to  govern  the  rest 
absolutely.  The  advantage  and  the  interest  of 
the  whole  were  to  hi*  consulted,  and  ho  had  not 
the  slightest  idea  that  any  mterest  would  be 
injured' when  such  a  compromise  was  made. 
Wherever  there  is  danger  of  one  aggregated 
interest  possessing  the  whole  power  in  a  State, 
it  wxs  wrong  and  must  lead  to  injustice.  He 
stated  that  the  decision  of  political  questions 
and  elections  by  majorities,  was  merely  a  rule 
of  convenience;  and  that,  for  the  same  object,  the 
power  of  deciding  such  questions,  was  often  giv- 
en, as  in  this  State,  to  mere  pluralties. 

He  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  argument  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  made  a  day  or  two  since.  That 
gentleman  had  said  that  a  hare  numerical  majori- 
ty of  the  people  had  a  right  at  any  moment,  and 
in  any  manner,  to  annul  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  Constitution,  because,  in  hia  own  words. 
''  the  eternal  people  were  immortal."  Now,  if 
the  people,  in  all  its  component  parts,  were  eter- 
nal, then  they  were  eternally  bound  by  any  com- 
pact. If,  however,  the  gentleman^s  reasoning 
on  that  point  was  sound,  it  would  lead  directly 
to  the  result  of  repudiation  ;  because,  if  the  com- 
pact of  the  people  with  each  other  was  not  bind- 
ing for  a  single  day,  neither  could  the  contract 
of  the  whole,  with  any  creditor  of  the  State,  be 
binding  for  a  longer  time.  He  knew  that  there 
was  a  question,  how  far  this  power  of  binding  a 
community  ifom  generation  to  generation  could 
be  exercised,  yet  it  presented  no  practical  diffi- 
culty, because  we  are  bound  to  place  such  pro- 
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▼iiioni  in  the  Constitution  as  will  prevent  the 
existence  of  such  a  difficulty.  Some  meUiod 
must  either  bo  provided  there,  or  tlic  matter 
must  be  left  to  that  common  law  which  the 
great  expounder  of  the  Coostitution  has  laid 
down  in  the  case  of  Luther  vs.  Borden,  as  the 
American  doctrine.  There  is  no  practical 
difficulty,  however ;  for,  in  this  age  of  the  world, 
no  man  will  so  clog  the  wheels  of  goverment  as 
to  stay  progress  or  prevent  improvement.  With 
us,  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  rather  from 
a  ooBtraxy  source.  We  need  brakes — we  aie 
going  too  rapidly. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  right  of 
revolution,  as  recognized  (for  extreme  cases,) 
by  the  Constitution, 

But  gave  way  to  a  motion  that  the  Convention 
adjourn. 

The  motion  having  been  anfreod  to,  the  Con- 
▼eotion  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morn  log  at 
11  o^clock. 


FRIDAY,  January  3l8t,  1851. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GaxuFF. 
The  roll  having  been  called— no  quorum  was 
present. 
Mr.  Michael  Newcomer.     1  move  a  call  of 

the  Convention. 

The  PaESiDENT.  The  roll  has  just  been 
called. 

Mr.  Newcomer.  How  then  are  we  to  get  the 
members  hero?  1  suppose  ihe  proper  plan  will 
be  to  send  the  officers  of  the  Convention  for 
them. 

After  some  conversation,  the  President  direc- 
ted Uie  Secretary  again  to  call  the  names  of 
those  members  who  had  not  answered  on  the 
fir»t  call  of  the  roll. 

The  names  having  been  accordingly  called, 
and  a  numl>er  of  members  having  entered  the 
hall,  ad  interim,  a  quorum  was  found  to  be  pre- 
sent. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a 
communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
relative  to  the  interest  on  taxes  which  has  been 
remitted  by  the  Executive  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  207,  of  December  session  lti42,  as  re- 
quired by  the  order  of  tlie  Convention  of  3rd 
inst. 

Which  was  read,  and 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown*, 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

TREAIURT  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  McLane,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report  : 

The  committee  appointed  "to  consider  and  rc- 
pprt  respecting  the  Treasury  Department,'' 


report. 

»9rtich  IsC.  There  shall  be  a  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, consisting  of  a  Comptroller  chosen  by  the 
qualified  electors  of  the  State  at  each  election  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  snd  shall 
receive  an  annual  salary  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars; also  of  a  Treasurer  to  be  appointed  by  the 
two  houses  of  the  Legislature  at  each  seaion 
tliereof  on  joint  ballot,  who  shall  receive  an  an- 
nual salarv  of  two  thousand  dollars ;  and  neither 
of  the  said  officers  shall  be  allowed  or  receive 
any  fees,  commissions  or  perquisites  of  any  kind 
in  addition  to  his  saraV}*,  for  the  performance  of 
any  duty  or  »er\'ice  iivhatever.  In  case  of  a 
vacancy  in  cither  of  the  officers,  by  death  or 
otlierwlse,  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  fill  such  Tacancy 
by  appointment  to  continue  until  another  elec* 
tion  by  the  people  or  a  choice  by  the  Legislature 
as  the  case  may  be.  The  Comptroller  and  the 
Treasurer  shall  keep  their  offices  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  take  such  oath  and  enter  into  sueh 
bonds  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  as 
the  Legislature  may  j^rescribe. 

wQrt.  2J.  The  Comptroller  shall  have  a  general 
Buperintendance  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Stole; . 
digest  and  prepare  plans  for  the   improTene|i|^' ^ 
and  management  of  tlie  revenue,  and  for  the  i^^.i 
port  of  the  public  credit;  shall  report  estimalea  j 
of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  State,  and  n 
superintend  and   enforce  the  collection  of  all    • 
taxes  and  revenue ;  adjust,  settle  and  preaerve  all 
public  accounts,  decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping 
and  Htating  accounts,  and  grant,  under  regulations 
prescribed  by  law,  all  warrants  for  moneys  to  be 
issued  from  the  treasury  i  in  pursuance  or  appro- 
priations by  law,  prescribe  the  formalities  ofthe 
transfer  of  stock  or  other  evidences  of  the  State 
debt,  snd  cuuntersien  the  same,  without  which 
such  evidences  shall  not  be  valid;  he  shall  make 
i  full  reports  of  all  his  proceedings,  and  of  the  itate 
ofthe  Treasury  Department  within  ten  days  after 
the  commencement  of  each  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  perform  such  other  duties  as  shall  be 
prescrilied  by  law. 

Jlrt.  3f/.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  keep 
the  moneys  of  the  State,  and  disburse  the  same 
upoD  warranto  drawn  by*  the  Comptroller  and 
not  otherwise;  he  shall  take  receipts  for  all 
moneys  paid  by  him,  and  all  leceipts  for  monejs 
received  by  him'  shall  be  endorsed  upon  war- 
rants signed  by  the  Comptroller,  without  which 
warrant  so  signed,  no  acknowledgement  of  money 
received  into  the  Treasury  shall  be  valid.  Upon 
warrants  issued  by  the  Comptroller ;  he  shall 
make  arrangements  for  the  payment  of  tlie  inter- 
cf^t  of  the  pubUc  debt,  and  for  the  puidiase 
thereof  on  account  of  the  sinking  fund.  Every 
bond,  certificate  or  other  evidence  ofthe  debt  of 
{  the  State,  shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  and 
■  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  and  no  new 
certificate  or  other  evidence  intended  to  repbos 
another  shall  be  issued  until  the  old  one  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  Treasurer,  and  authority  ezeco- 
ted  in  due  form  for  the  transfer  of  the  same,  shall 
be  filed  in  his  oilice,  and  the  transfer  accordingij 
made  on  the  books  thereof,  and  the  ceitifictte  9r 
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other  evidence  cancelled ;  but  the  Lczislature 
may  make  proviiion  for  tbe  Ion  of  certificates  or 
other  evidencee  of  the  debt.  The  Treasurer 
shall  render  his  accoants  quarterly  to  the  Comp- 
troller ;  and  on  the  third  day  of  each  session  of 
the  LegbUture,  shall  submit  tii  the  Senate  and 
Houn  of  Delegates,  fair  and  accurate  copieii  of 
aJ]  aeeounts  by  him  from  time  to  time  rendered 
and  nttled  with  the  Comptroller.  He  shall  at 
all  timea  submit  to  the  Comptroller  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  moneys  in  his  hands,  and  perform 
all  other  duties  that  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

The  report  was  read,  and  on  motion  uf  Mr. 
McLaHK,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IMTBKNAL   IMPROVEMCNTS,  &C. 

Mr.McLAVE,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  Trcainiy  Department  to  whicn  was  referred 
the  order  reouiring  said  committee  to  inquire 
into  tho  expediency  of  incorporating  in  the  Con- 
atitation  a  clause  prohibiting  the  Legislature 
from  ereatiog  debts,  appropriating  the  public 
fmida  for  works  of  internal  improvements  or  other 
objects  not  connected  with  a  strictly  economical 
adminiitration  of  the  State  government,  die, 
laked  that  said  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  fiirther  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the 
Mme  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Legis- 
lithre  DepartmenL 

Mr.  McLaitc  remarked  that  the  Committee 
did  not  consider  this  subject  as  coming  within  the 
legitamate  range  of  their  duties,  and  had  therefore 
instructed  him  to  move  that  they  bo  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  he  rcfer- 
led  to  the  Committee  on  the  Legi<«lative  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  It  was  also  under- 
stood that  the  subject  was  embraced  in  a  report 
already  sutMOitted  by  the  last  named  Committee. 

The  change  of  reference  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mc Master,  the  Convention 
passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

THE  BILL   OF    RIGHTS. 

Hiercopon,  the  Convention  resumed  the  con- 
sideratioa  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  of  the 
State  of  Bflaryland,  and  of  the  amendments  pend- 
ing thereto. 

Mr.  DowALDsoK,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
from  yesterday,  resumed  and  concluded  his  re- 


After  briefly  re-capitulating  the  points  of  ob- 
jeetiOD  which  be  had  made  yesterday  aj^ainst  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
citTf  (Mr.  Presstman,)  and  the  reasons  which 
led  him  to  think  that  that  amendment  should  be 
qoalified  by  tbe  restriction  contemplated  in  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr. 
GmmlMrs,)  Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  cite  the  au- 
thority of  Washington,  which  he  had  yesterday 
OTerlooked,  to  sustain  his,  [Mr.  D*s]  position, 
that  a  compact  signified  a  compact  of  the  whole, 
of  every  pelt  with  every  other  part.  And  this, 
it  seemed  to  him,  was  tlie  only  sound  view  to 
adopt  in  any  Constitution. 

He  had  aJao  omitted  yesterday,  he  said,  to  no- 
tice an  objection  which  might  be  made  to  his  con- 
struction of  the  compact  of  government.  That  ob- 


jection was.that  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out 
the  theory,  because  any  single  individual  would 
then  have  the  right,  when  a  new  compact  was 
to  be  made,  to  say  he  would  not  enter  into  it ;  and 
could  thus,  by  a  factious  opposition,  impede  the 
will  of  an  overwhelmning  majority  of  a  commu- 
nity.   To  this,  as  to  ail  other  general  principles, 
the  qualilication  was  to  bn  attached,  that  a  theo- 
!  retical  right  could  not  always  be  enforced.  A  man 
who  would  proceed  fuctiously  to  assert  a  right 
where  an  immonse  majority  of  the  community 
was  against  him,  might  commit  a  moral  wrong; 
and  in  thisi  case  it  would  be  an  act  of  madness. 
So  tliat  nu  practical  ditliculty  could,  in  fact,  ever 
arise.      Still,  the  theoretical   right  was  there. 
Nunc  uf  the^c  metaphysical  rights  could  be  taken 
abstractly,  but  muiit  be  modified  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  ease.    Mr.  D.  further  inns' 
tratcd  tlic  argument  by  showing  that  the  princi- 
ple claimed  on  the  other  side  of  the  absolute 
i  power  of  the  majority,  is  necessarily  subject  to 
many  qualifications  in  practice, 
lie  had  yesterday  stated  (though  he  could  not 
I  go  fully  into  tiic  question,)  that  there  was  no  prae- 
;  tical  uifliculty  in  relation  to  this  matter.    Tho 
gentleman  from  Frederick,  [Mr.   Johnson,]  had 
declared  that  he  could  not  bind  the  people  of  the 
next  generation  as  to  matter  of  politics — as  to 
Constitutions.     He  [Mr.  D.]  argued  that  the  peo- 
ple, if  they  were  ^*eternal,^'  could  so  bind  them- 
selves,    if  our  new  Constitution  shall   provide, 
as  he  presumed  it  would,  for  future  amendment 
by  means  of  Conventions,  or  if  the  59  article  pro- 
hibiting the  legislature  from  taking  any  such  action 
were  stricken  out,  [and  he  persumed  no  one  was 
in  favor  of  retaining  it,]  then  all  danger  would 
be  averted. 

Had  not  this  Convention  assembled  in  punni- 
ance  of  a  law  patwed  in  the  face  of  that  very  ar- 
ticle? That  law  would  be  right  and  constitutional 
and  by  no  menus  revolutionary,  if  the  59th  arti- 
cle were  not  in  existence;  but  it  seemed  to  him, 
under  present  circumstances,  that  the  act  was 
revolutionary,  although  in  this  particular  case  it 
had  taken  the  forms  of  law,  and  had  been  acqui- 
esced in  by  the  whole  people.      He  did  not  wish 
again  to  subject  the  community  to  any  such  dan- 
!  ger — because,  of  late  years,  the  popular  impulses 
i  had  become  too  strong  for  such  trials. 
I      So  in  relation  to  the  question  of  the  public  debt 
.  — as  to  how  far  one  generation  could  bind  anoth- 
I  er  to  repay  the  money  which  it  had  squandered. 
'  There,  he  thought,  was  room  for  argument — but 
still,  the   error  should    always  be    upon   that 
side  which  maintained  the  public  faith  without 
the  slighest  blur.    He  supposed  it  to  be  an  almost 
I  unanimous  feeling  in  this  body,  that  restrictions 
j  should  be  placed  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
I  to  contract  public  debt;  that  tho  property  of  our 
.  descendants  should  not  be  thus  deeply  mortgaged, 
but  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  within  a  reasonable  time.  Adopt 
the  principle  maintained  by  the  gentleman  from 
Frederick,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  and  there  would  be 
no  such  thing  as  faith  in  a  political  community  ; 
there  would  bo  no  power  to  bind  even  for  a 
day.     That  was  one  extreme.     The  other  ex- 
treme was  binding  a  people  forever,  for  any 
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amou&tof  debt  which  the  State  might  choose 
to  incur.  Still,  this  was  not  a  practical  difficulty, 
because  the  remedy  was  easy,  and  sure  to  be  ap- 
plied. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  right  of  revolution: 
There  was  an  admiiable  article,  (the  4lh,)  in  the 
bill  of  rights  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  (which 
Mr.  D.  read.)  There  was  embodied  the  true 
principle  which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  all  our 
rightfl,  and  which  constituted  our  true  security 
for  the  future.  It  was  all  that  we  wanted  of  the 
right  of  rerolution— more  would  be  dangerous. 

Mr.  D.  dwe|t  at  some  length  upon  the  confu- 
■kui  of  terms,  and  consequent  confusion  of  ideas 
of  those  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  of  all  politi- 
eal  changes,  however  slight,  as  being  revolutions 
-*afl  taking  from  the  word  ^'revolution,**  all  its 
true  political  meaning — and  giving  the  same  sig- 
nificance to  things  that  were  the  moRt  ban- 
eficial  and  the  most  noxious.  Revolution  in 
pkyries  and  revolution  in  politics,  were  things 
widely  different  in  their  nature.  Unless  the  me- 
thod prescribed  in  the  Constitution  was  adopted, 
or  in  case  none  such  were  provided,  unless  the 
American  doctrine  of  Mr.  Webster  were  applied, 
no  changes  in  the  Constitution  could,  in  his,  [Mr. 
D%]  opinion  be  made,  except  there  were  such 
a  degree  of  oppression  as  would  authorise  a  re- 
sort to  the  right  of  revolution,  as  defined  in  Uie 
fourth  article  of  our  bill  of  rights. 

Gentleman  might  say,  must  we  tlien  suffer, 
tndj  continue  to  suffer,  under  mis-government? 
He  would  answer  boldly,  yes!  so  long  as  we 
could  endure  it — so  long  as  there  were  legal 
nodes  of  redress — so  long  as  there  was  any  hope 
that  liberty  might  be  preserved  and  property  pro- 
tected. The  regular  operations  of  time,  ana  of 
Eiblic  opinion  would  effect  the  requisite  changes. 
^  e  illustrated  this  point.  He  had  been  suppo- 
sing, (he  said,)  a  case  where  civil  rights  were 
invaded,  but  where  mere  abstract  political  rights 
were  concerned— as,  for  instance,  where  the 
right  to  a  certain  numerical  proportion  of  rep- 
pesentation  was  not  enjoyed  to  the  extent  claim- 
ed by  certain  parts  of  the  Stale — in  such  a  case  he 
dared  it  criminal  to  change  or  overturn  the 

gmmment  in  a  revolutionary  manner.  Our  po- 
tical  rights  were  only  valuable  as  they  secured 
to  us  our  civil  rights.  And  so  long  as  our  civil 
rights  were  in  no  danger  of  invasion,  there  was 
nothing  to  justify  revolution.  The  political  ob- 
jects avowed  here  were  made  of  undue  import- 
ance. He  admired,  the  other  day,  the  candor 
of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Frederick, 
(Mr.  Thomas,)  formerly  Governor  of  tlie  State, 
when  he  declared  that  this  question  of  represen- 
tation was  a  mere  question  concerning  the  dis- 
tributionof  political  power,  and  quickly  added,  at 
the  suggestion  of  another  gentleman,  '^and  of  of- 
fice." ,  T*?®.  5"^^^^"^  P^r^  of  ^^^®  people  were  sub- 
limely indifierent  to  mere  politics  and  politicians, 
unless  in  cases  where  substantial  rights  were  in- 
Tolved.  Mere  politics — as  such-the  struggle  who 
should  have  one  office  or  who  should  have  ano- 
ther, had  become  offensive  to  the  people  of  the 
State.  The  true  objects  of  reform,  in  hu  opinion, 
had  no  reference  to  mere  political  rights.  And  ho 


asserted,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  this 
question  of  representation  according  to  popula- 
tion, or  the  right  of  a  majority  to  rule,  never 
could  have  procured  the  call  of  this  Convention. 

If  reform  meant  improvement,  he  hoped  that 
no  gentleman  had  a  seat  in  this  Convention,  who 
was  not  ready  to  make  a  great  many  Feforma  ; 
but  tliis  "concert  of  action,'^  which  had  been 
called  for,  could  not  be  obtained  by  those  who 
arrogated  to  themselves  exclusively  the  title  of 
reformers,  and  strove  to  inflict  on  others  the  odi- 
um of  being  anti-reformers.  In  almost  every 
county  in  the  State,  the  question  of  representation 
according  to  ])opulatioir,  was  cither  not  broach- 
ed, or  was  disavowed  *,  the  tricnds  of  the  prin- 
ciple tried  to  avoid  declaring  themselves  in  fe- 
ver of  it,  and  put  the  question  of  a  Convention 
upon  other  grounds.  They  paid,  we  must  reform 
the  Judiciary;  we  must  phicc  checks  upon  the  Le- 
lature,  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  this  or  that 
power ;  and  they  pointed  out  quite  a  varietT  of 
reforms,  some  of  them  good  enough,  and  others 
from  wliich  he  hoped  wu  might  be  delivered. 
This  reform  party  was  something  like  the  share 
which  thu  subtle  Jacob  secured  of  his  father-in- 
law  Laban^  flocks,  *'ring-straked,  speckled  and 
spotted  :^^  it  had  as  many  colors  as  Joseph*8  coat. 
There  was  no  such  thing  as  concert  of  actioo 
among  reformers.  I'hcy  disagreed  upon  eveij 
proposition,  and  they  ought  to  disagree,  because 
out  of  that  conflict  good  might  ultimately  come. 

If  the  Convention  could  succeed  in  establiahine 
such  a  system  of  reform  as  that  justice,  nsid, 
prompt,  efficient  justice  might  be  brought  wiuin 
the  reach  of  every  man;  if  it  should  check  the 
power  of  the  Legislature  to  contract  debts;  if  it 
should  arrest  specjal  legislation  by  which  gene- 
ral rules  and  rights  were  disrcjarded  for  partieu* 
lar  purposes  ;  if  it  should  take  uway  from  the 
Ijegislaiuie  the  power  of  divorce,  which  was 
now  used  wantonly,  recklessly,  and  even  shame- 
lessly, to  cancel  and  tear  to  pieces,  the  hood 
that  made  man  and  wife  one;  if  it  should  give 
to  the  State  a  sub-ilantial  and  well-regulated 
common  school  system  ;  organise  the  treasury 
department  on  a  proper  basis,  and  accomplish 
other  objects  which  hu  detailed  ;  if  thcso  things 
should  be  done,  and  be  done  well,  there  wai 
no  ground  fur  appreliun:<ion  that  the  people 
would  have  a  revolution,  or  even  a  new  Conven- 
tion very  soon. 

He  pointed  out  briefly  the  evils  which  would 
result  to  society  from  the  principle  contended  for, 
tliat  a  bare  majority  had  a  right,  at  any  moment, 
and  in  any  way,  to  chancre  their  Constitution;  and 
said,  this  was  m  fact  confounding  right  and  pow- 
er, and  the  practical  operation  of  that  principle 
would  realize  with  .us  a  state  of  things  gra|ilii- 
eally  depicted  by  the  great  poet  of  the  human 
race — poet,  historian,  and  prophet: 

Force  should  be  right,  or  rather  right  and  wrong 
(Between  whose  endless  jar  justice  resides,) 
Should  lose  tlieir  names,  and  so  should  justice 

too, 
Then  every  thing  resolves  itself  in  power, 
Power  into  will,  will  into  appetite, 
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Aod  appetite,  an  universal  wolf, 

So  doublji  Sierondeu  by  will  and  power, 

Must  make,  per  force,  an  univer»al  prey, 


lie  then  referred,  an  an  illustration  of  the  im- 
propriety of  quotln};  Kncliish  statc>imen  oil  ^uch 
points,  to  the  history  of  the  \acation  of  the  throne 


And  lait,  eat  up  itself."  '  .  by  James  tlie  Second,  on  the  invasion  of  William, 

Yes,  *»  last  eat  up  itself  I"— for  such  a  princi-    Prince  of  Granite,  and  to  the  reason  of  the  dil- 
ple  must  die  of  its  own  excesH.     It  Ifails  dirPRllv  '  fi'^uitieiiin  which  the  Parliament    was  involved. 


to  anarchy;  and  anarchy  never  did  larii  Ion); — in 
Uie  very  nature  of  things  it  cannoi  I;i<i  lonj;.  Ihit 
in  the  mean  time  a  very  severe  c.ri.-i^  iiii;;lit  ormr. 


The  discu*>sion  given  in  Grey's  Debates,  shown 
that  they  were  rmbarra^-sed  by  the  highly  artil:- 
I'iul  nature  of  their  ConMitiition,  and   all  their 


which  might  lead  U*  di^^astroiis  cdn^tqucncos  Tlir  I  l»roca*diii«r  is  explicable  only  by  nfercnce  to  the 
revolution  is  peaceful  to-day.  but  nu  oiu-.  could  |  ricti<»ii«.«rihHtCVMi>titntioii.  Onrcasiij  was*  diHer- 
fiay  that  it  would  not  be  bloody  lo-mdnow.  i  ''"^  :>"d  dilfin  lit  rules  and   maxiiiiH  ^hould  gov- 

*Mr.    McLave    spoke  at  >ome  Icistli.  but  the  I  ^m  imr  deci-sion. 
sketch  which  was  pivpiirird,  is  kepi  back  fur  re-        *^^»'-  <'"ambeu8,  of  Kent,  took  the  floor,  but 
vision.     U  will  Ijc  puldishrd  tarlv.  yielded  to  a  motion  for  adjuurnment. 

Mr.  GwiKN,  stated  that    the   lloii^ie  bad  lM»cn        The  motion  was  waived   for   the  moment,  to 
told  in   the  commenepuuMit   of  this  discii^ision,    enable 

thit  thepropo«ilion  of  his  colleague.  (Mr.  Pressl- 1      Mr.  T.   to   move,  that  when   the  Convention 
man,)  undeniable  as  it  was  in  the.  ab^tra^:t,  was  ■  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  al  nci/cc  o'clock  on 
embarrassed  by  the  ditVering  scntimeuUs  expres«*- 1  Monday. 
ed  by  those  who  supported  it.     The  gentleman  •      Ordered  accordingly, 
from  Worcester  had  argued  aL^ainstils  insertion!      -^»"'  thereupon, 

in  the  bill  of  right*  as  radically   wrong,  because  '      The  Convintion  adjourned  until  12  o'clock  on 
it  was  a   mere  abstraction  declaring  only  that    Monday  next. 
which  was  self-evident,  and   that  it   was   thi-re- 

fore,  unnecessary  to  adopt  it  as  an  article.     The  j  _  

gentlemaH  from  Anne  Arundel  on  the  other  haml.  i  " 

prepared  to  vole  against  it  aH  nn  abstract 


idea,  which  was  dangerous  in  ita  tendency,  ilc 
Gonid  not  attempt  to  calculate  the  extent  to 
which  these  ditterent  opinionts  would  intluenee 
the  HouBC  in  iLs  deci-'ion. 


MOiNDAY.  February  3rd,  1851. 

The  Convention,  pursuant  to  its  order  of  Fri- 
day la^'t,  met  this  day  at  12  oVIoek. 

PraytT  was  made  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Grifvith. 

tr^  1^-     1   u  .  4i    •  .1  The  roll  having  been  railed,  the  ioumal   of 

He  desired,  however,  to  say,  that  there  was  no  ■  y^-^^,  ^  ^.o  •  r^o  j 

«'lI?'r!!J)l!.P.'!^^n'"J'"l""',»''",t''?  """.['"'■  ^""  ^     ''■'"'«  1'":*i"^>;t  announced  ll.at   reports   of 
seot  Conrtilution  waj.  a .-...»  ,acl  among  Ihc  rou.,-    ,,„,„„,;„„,  ^erc  i..  onler. 

UM.  and  therefore   the  -co  .Kion  was  not  ohj.-c-        jj„  ,    „,,,  „.„„  „„^^.. 

tionable  on  that  account.     Iditthe   true  rein i ion  ' 

of  the  counties  to  till!   State   wouhl  be  discii'^sed  .  i»esws,  ft*-, 

hereafter,  with  refcrenee  to  the  que>tiijn  of  re-  ;      Mr.  Mitcuei.l  rose  to  oiler  an  order,  in  regard 

pre^Dtaliou,  when  that  subject  came  up.  >  to  which,   he  said,  be   had   not  consulted  any 

The  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel  thinks  that :  «l**»^»  members  of  the  body.  He  thought,  how- 
our  Constitution  will  derive  its  sole  validitv  from  '  «v*^^  **'»*  thu'upinions  of  gentlemen  who  had  had 
the  ultimate  ratification  bv  the  people.  If  this  =  »">"  experience  here,  would  concur  with  his 
be  tree,  and  the  Cnn.stitulnm  be  adopted,  it  is  an  !  "^^'"'  »^  l«»  ^^^^  propriety  of  the  adoption  of  the 
admission  of  the  riffht  of  the  inaj<»rity  to  Iramc  a  '  resolution. 

^oremment,  binding  on   the   minority;  and  this  |      The  order  was  read  as  follows : 
must  be  the  result.     Whatever  basis  of  repre?eij- 1      ^'Oi-dt.rrd^  That  all  the  des.ks  be  removed  from 
tation  is  adopted,  or  whatever   relation  between  !  the  hall,  atid  that  a   large   table  be  substituted 
the  counties  is  established,  the  Constitution  will  !  where  members  can  write,  and  that  the  commit- 
be  the  ordinance  of  the  majority.  ;  tee  appointed  for  the  purpo-e  of  examining  ttia 

Itseemed  to  him  that  if  the  Cons'.iiiition  they  j  condition  ofthe  Furnace,  be  iiiKtrueted  to  have 
were traming,  derived  all  its  vitality  and  force  >  Ibe  Hues  closed,  and  that  the  old  fire  place  be 
from  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  that  t  substiluted.'' 

this  House  had  no  right  to  reject  the  pnjiM>sition  j      Mr.  M%i:r.AW  r(Hc  to  enquire  whether  there 
which  asserted  that  the  people  could  exercise  the  '  was  any  such  coinniiitee  a>:i  romniilice  on  gas. 
same  power  hereafter.  '      Mr.  Mitchell  suiigested  that  it  would  be  well 

He  maintained  that  every  republican  Constitu- ;  so  to  irtfidify  the  re<»cdution,  as  to  provide  that 
tion  contains  within  itself,  ex  pre  s.sed  or  uiie.\- 1  gentlemen  who  might  address  the  Convention, 
pressed,  the  principle  that  all  power  resides  in  the  j  should,  if  they  thought  pro{>er,  speak  from  the 
people,  and  that  the  government  which  proceeds  '  platform  on  which  the  Pre^idenfB  desk  stood,  in- 
fromthem,  is  revisable  by  the  same  authority.  |  stead  of  speaking  from  their  own  places. 
For  if  it  is  intended  for  iheiradvantajre  only,  and  >  Mr.  .McM.\ster  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 
ori^nates  in  their  consent,  they  can  take  its  ex-   upon  the  table. 


ercise  into  their   own  bands,    as  readily  as  a 
principal  can  revoke  a  power  of  attorney,  and 


And  accordinglv, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brevt,  of  llstltimorc  city, 


it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  exercise  of  j  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  con<«ideration  of 
this  power  would  be  an  act  of  revolution.  >  the  unfinished  business  of  Saturday  last. 
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THE  BILL  or  UCHTl. 

Tbe  Confetition  resumed  Ihs  coneiilcration  of 
Ihe  oricr  or  the  day,  being  Ihc  report  submit' 
bjMr.DDRiiir,  on  the  nth  instant,  Bschairn: 
oflhs  ctniinillce  on  the  deelaniliDn  of  rights. 

Ths  queation  pending  hefore  the  Convenlii 
wai  on  Ihc  amcnitment  olTercil  bj  Mr.  Chahbi 
of  Kent,  on  the  ^(li  insliinl,ta  the  nmeiulmenl 
oSerad  by  Mr.  Preiithah,  on  llic  !!8th  inilinl 

Mr.  CHAMiiEits,of  KcntjWas  entitled  to  ihi 
Oonr. 

Mr.  C.  said  thai,  in  order  to  cnahlc  the  gttotle- 
man  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Owinn,)  whos 
arguniDiil  had  been  broken  otf  by  tlm  near  ai 
pniach  oftho  Iiojr  al  adjoummcnl.  to  conclud 
his  romarbn,  he,  (Mr.  C.)  would  waivu  liis  right 
Ui  the  Oooi. 

Mr.  nwiMH  thrrdlpnu  took  the  floor. 

Mr.  GwiKK  xaid  lie  would  lake  aJvanti<;o  of 
the  kindnr'^a  of  iIh:  genlioman  from  Kent,  to  con- 
clude Iho  roniarki.  wbich,  in  consequence  of  hii 
Male  or  health  anil  the  wcarinewut  the  House, 
induced  him  to  omit  picssinjc  on  tiie  Conventiun 
at  its  tart  kitlini;.  He  would  pronihe  to  repay 
Ihat  kindncM,  by  occupying  no  more  time  than 
was  ueciuuary,  tu  exp^cus  his  viewH  on  llie  GOb- 
Joct  under  diicu»ion.  The  amendment  of  his 
culh-ague  wa.1,  lo  insert  in  tho  bill  of  riglils,  a 
ilci-ldraliou  of  Ilic  inalienable  right  of  tho  people 
tucliaii(ro,  alter  01'  abrogate  their  form  of  giiTem- 
menl.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Cham- 
ben,)  had  moved  lo  amend  the  proposition,  hy 
■ddin^  tbe  Hiinls  "  accordinc  to  the  law  or  Con- 
iititution  of  the  Slate."  Tliia  amendment  was 
itireelly  in  contradiolion  of  the  original  propo- 
■itioii.  If  Ihc  rij^ht  wan  Inalienable  in  llic  pi-o- 
vte,  it  could  not  ho  delinitiToly  luriendered  lo  u 
body  whicli  was  not  the  people,  and  wliirji,  as  it 
was  [ttrt  of  Iho  i;iivi'nimuiit,  might  be  interested 
in  renisUng  that  power  of  rernnnatiou  which  it 
wa(  llio  ubjeet  qi  the  article  lu  ri'Rogniie.    Tbe 

truptnitiun  involved  aa  dan^.  The  riglil  must 
e  eicerci<ii-d  with  niodoralioii,  and  wilhhi  the 
limilH  u(  llmt "  moral  eompclrnce,"  which  re- 
:itraiiis  rrnry  1e;>LahllivR  body. 

Tlio  article,  as  prupused  by  his  colleague,  <lid 
not  aviert  a  Tcrolullonary  principle.  That  prin- 
(dple  exislt  in  all  gUTciiimeuIs,  wiUiaul  jiroviiiion 
made  for  IL',  exvreiMi.  Tbe  object  of  llie  amend- 
inciil  waa  not  lu  iisserl  a  r^it  of  revolulion,  but 
to  c:oin[i«l  llie  riTugniliun  by  the  cxi!itlii|r  govern- 
ment, of  llie  source  of  power,  in  Ihc  Stale,  and 
to  euiHlraiii  il  by  niorHl  force  lo  accomnio- 
dalf!  ib^ll  lo  lliclr  varying  wauls  und  siluatioii. 
vulutionsuveu  if  lliey  oc- 
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ceiitnry. 

prinriplo  whi 

and  lijpi>inc»a  ol  the  grviiter  number  are  inlore<i|- 
rd  ill  a  ilible  gorernincnt.  They  are  aurcliesfor 
ill cAlrte lice.  Much  mure  evil  is  to  be  apprc- 
IiPMdod  friHii  the  obstinacy  with  whieh  minorities 
adhtrc  to  power.    Tho  whole  proceeding  under 


our  Convention  bill,  recognhei  the  nujorlt;  prin- 
ciple. The  Constitution  which  we  make,  may 
be  carried  hero  hy  a  majorily  of  counliet,  if  the 
majority  of  a  delegation  weu  entitled  to  cast  the 
vote  of  a  county,  voted  against  by  a  majority  of 
the  counties,  and  yet  be  ratified  by  the  papular 
vole  of  [he  city  of  Baltimore  and  Ihe  hrgtr 
counties.  The  Convention  are  but  ageoti  in  the 
business — after  they  have  concluded  tbeir  worfc. 
il  is  submitted  lo  tne  people,  and,  by  force  of 
their  majority  rote,   becomes  a  supremo  otii- 

llluitrations  drawn  from  English  constitutional 
law  werenot  applicable.  The  argumentaof  Foi, 
Giey,  Knkine  and  Sheridan  In  tbe  movement*  in 
Ihe  liritish  Parliament,  on  the  subject  of  relbm, 
in  the  year  IT9T,  went  on  IhegroutKl  of  eonveni- 
ence  and  not  of  rigliL  The  Conllllution  of  Ihe 
Slate  did  not  recognize  the  principle  of  Dopatir 
rule,  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  able  to  realat  nil  claim 
which  wBS  put  on  Ihia  ground.  So  too,  in  1G8S. 
when  the  Parliament  met  to  remedy  the  alala  af 
things  ensuing  on  the  flight  of  Jamea  I.,  it  was 
seriously  embarrassed.  "  The  KiitB  ein  do  no 
Tong,"  and,  "  tbe  King  neverdiea,"  war*  mai- 
ns, which  utterly  conlradieled  all  notion  of  right 
to  fill  the  thione,  or  to  consider  il  vncnled.  It 
compelled  to  adopt  an  extraordinary  and  nl- 
r  inconsistent  resnlulien,  to  arrive  at  any  re- 
Aflcr  examining,  drilinHlly,  Ihia  rewlution, 
he  showed  that  no  such  difEculty  could  occur 
under  the  doctrine  of  a  iniyority.  It  arou  otit  of 
'  ir  artificial  system.  But  there  was  no  intrin- 
right  in  the  doclrine  of  a  majority  power. 
Those  who  had  the  most  numerous  inter«tt  in  life, 
nd  liberty  were  ceriainly  entitled  to  pmeribe 
lie  laws  by  which  they  should  be  governed.  It 
ras  the  rule  of  every  deliberative  body— il  should 
he  Ihe  rule  of  that  tupremc  farliament  of  which 
all,  who  have    -  '■ "-  "  "  ""-' 


He  slated  thai  sevenleen  or  eighteen  Slalis 
had  adopted  the  principle  of  the  amendment  ct 
his  colleague,  without  the  modtGcation  of  tliC 
gentleman  from  Kcnt^  and  these  were  not  new 
States,  animated  b^  a  desire  to  overleap  the  an- 
cienl  land-marks,  in  their  eagerness  snernovel- 
ty.  Among  Ibem  were  old,  discreet  and  orderly, 
and  what  went  esteemed  conservative.  Stales- 
had  adopted  Uie  principle,  and  no  danger 
Minveuience  had  resulted.  Tet  Ihs-ery  had 
been  raised  llial  its  inlroductieii  hera  wai  warrant 
for  a  revolulion.  In  roni'luiion,  he  was  in  favor  of 
Ibo  proposition,  fur  two  reasons:  first,  becaOK 
the  right  tu  alter,  anitud  or  abolisli  tile  Govern- 
nienl  is  in  the  taajurily  of  the  people,  and  ilis 
l>ropcr  that  it  should  be  specifically  recognized  in 
theolganic  Uw;  and  secondly,  that  it  is  n  Til^t  tlisl 
mot  be  absolutely  surrendered,  and  il  iauie- 
9  to  adopt  a  form  of  words  which  would  inplj 
:h  a  surrender.  The  amendment  of  Uie  genUe- 
.  .a  from  Cecil,  ( Mr.  McLaks,)  becauae  a  mode 
should  be  prescribed  for  aicertaininc,  from  tins 
lo  lime,  wlielher  the  people  desireaa  change  or 
not.  For  whenever,  this  was  ascertained,  it  «*• 
the  duly  of  a  popular  govGmmcntto  lend  all  its 
tncrgf  to  promote  this  end. 
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It  was  the  dutj  of  the  Government  to  give  a 
pioper  control  and  direction  to  popular  excite- 
ment, and  to  keep  it  alvrays  in  the  bounds  of  or- 
der. They  did  not  accomplish,  by  what  was 
called  "the  doctrine  of  acquiesence."  Thin  was 
certainly  a  strange  creed.  He  could  underntand 
the  cotwstency  of  a  doctrine  which  recognizes  j 
the  right  of  the  people  to  reform  their  guvprii- 
ment,  and  which  declared,  thot  all  ofTiceii  creatct] 
hy  the  old  Constitution  were  ex'ntcessitala  vacat- 
ed, when  the  people  established  a  new  order  of 
thiogi.  But  he  could  not  underntand  this  doc- 
trine of  assent,  by  the  officers  of  the  old  Govern- 
ment, to  an  order  of  things  which  thoy  believed 
illegally  ordained.  The  judges  under  ihe  present 
CoDStittutJon  might  resign,  hut  if  they  thought 
that  th«  now  officers  were  chosen  in  contraven- 
tion of  that  authority  which  they  had  sworn  to 
sustain,  how  could  they  acquiesce?  And  even 
if  they  did,  how  could  they  do  more  than  resign, 
and  wave  their  office  vacant  indeed,  but  still  in 
lefal  existence.  Acf)Uiescenre  in  the  existing 
gOTomment,  if  it  believes  that  it««  autiiority  was 
encTMched  upon,  or  unduly  subverted,  might  he 
treasoo  to  the  Constitution — but  it  could  bu  noth- 
ing more.  The  difficulties  of  the  creed  held  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  inevitable. 

Mr.  pRKSiTMAN  followed  in  some  remarks,  a 
raportof  which  is  withheld  for  revision. 

Mr.  Bdcbanan  said,  he  did  not  design  to ; 
trouble  the  Convention  with  any  remarks  at  this  | 
time.  He  thought  that  the  question  would  come  : 
up  hereafter.  But  he  felt  it  his  duty,  before  his  { 
friend  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers.)  proceeded! 
with  his  remarks,  to  exhibit  to  him  certaui : 
authorities,  from  the  examination  of  which  he,  | 
(Mr.  B.)  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  tlieie  j 
waioo  doubt  whatever,  of  the  correctness  of  the  ■ 
doetrine  set  forth  in  the  ameitdinent  of  the  gen-  ■ 
tieman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Fresstman.)     | 

He,(Mr.  B.)  had  come  to  the  conclusion,  from  ; 
a  full  examination  of  those  authorities,  that  the  I 
people  had  an  undoubted,  an  inalienable,  and  in- 1 
defeasible  right  to  amend  their  Constiiuiion  at  I 
any  time,  and  In  any  manner  they   might  think  I 
proper;  and  he  would  gu  further  and  say,  oii ! 
autnority,  that  this  was  an  inalienable  right,  of 
which  it  was  doubtful,  whether  or  not,  the  peo- 
ple could  even  divest  themselves,  if  they  desired 
to  do  so.    He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
^Itimore  city,  (Mr.  Presstman,)  that  it  was  not 
important,  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  people  were 
eoDcemed,  whether  a  provision  was  embraced 
in  the  Constitution,  authorizing  the  people  at ; 
specified  times,  to  reform  their  Constitution  or 
HOC     He.  (Mr.  B.)  would  vote  for  such  a  provi- 
sion-    Still  it  wTis    unimportant.     The  people 
could  do  this  tl\ui!g.  by  virtue  of  their  inherent 
sovereignty.    Now,  although  the  doctrine  seem- 
ed to  be  broad,  and  although  he  could  not,  until 
he  liad  examined  tlie  authorities,  go  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  he  would  now  go,  yet  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  this  power  did  exist  in 
the   people,  no  matter  what   the  Constitution 
might  say.    Under  monarchical  governnieiits,  the 
abeoiute  sovereignty  rested  in  tlie  monarch,  but 
with  us  the  sovereign  authority  was  in  the  peo- 
ple; and  if  the  people  themselTes— a  majority  of 


the  people— should  at  any  time  think  itexpcdicnt 
to  remodel  their  furni  of  Guvrrnntent,  they  had 
a  right  to  do  it  non  obstantr^  any  uther  power 
upon  earth. 

Mr.  Je.\ii  i'.K.  Does  the  (ri>nt]eman  mean  to 
say,  that  if  a  provision  should  he  in<:erted  in  tho 
iiRW  CiHistitution,  der'larini;  thiit  hereafter  the 
C'oiistitiition  may  be  altered  hy  a  (^unveiition, 
and  tliat  Cun^titiition  should  ht:  ratified  by  the 
people,  does  the  gentleman  say.  that  notwith- 
standing that  article,  the  people  may,  through  all 
time,  and  without  a  revoliitionarv  movement, 
change  their  goveniment.^ 

Mr.  HrciiA.vAN.  At  any  time.  The  people — 
a  ma  jority  of  the  people — have  at  all  times  the 
right  to  remodel  or  change  theirgovernnicnl. 

Mr.  SoLLERs.  How  is  that  majority  to  be  as- 
certained ? 

Mr.  UmiAS'AK.  I'hat  is  a  matter  for  their 
consideration. 

One  word,  ( Mr.  H.  said,)  an  to  what  mi;;ht  he 
regaiiled  a.i  the  sen  lime  lit  t)f  thu  people  of  the 
United  Stales,  on  the  puhjerl.  There  were 
some  twenty. four  Slat»'S  which  embraced,  .sub- 
stantially, this  very  doctrine  in  their  Constilu- 
tiuiH— mo.>t  of  thcni.  the  %ery  words.  Hut  he 
rested  on  the  example  of  that  proud  old  State  of 
Virginia — he  re<<ted  upon  a  principle  \«hich  was 
their,  proinnl^ed  by  Miir^^hall.  iMadi<oii  and 
Monroe,  and  their  compatriots  in  the  (^JIlVention 
which  formed  Ihit  t'onstitiilion  of  '7i>,  wlirrii 
phraseology,  e\en  ^tronge^  than  that  of  his 
friend  from  Hatliniore  cily,  (Mr.  Frrs!itinaii.) 
had  l)ecn  employed.  The  orij^inal  Constitution 
of  Virginia,  asseited  the  inalienable  ri(;ht  of  n 
mujority  of  the  pcnplt*. — not  the  a<r^i'egale  pcopio 
— but  of  a  majority  of  the  peofdc  to  remodel  and 
change  thoir  government,  'i'hat  doctrine  had 
been  ratified  and  re-allirmed  by  thu  Convention 
of\'{0.  T)ie  same  principle  had  been  adopted 
by  1*exas,  Florida,  and  Iowa. 

Mr.  B.  then  read  the  following  authorities, 
which  he  handeil  1o  the  Keportcr,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  his  intended  ar;i;ument. 

The  Declaration  of  Independency: — 

*  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that 
all  men  are  created  C(]ual;  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  certain  Inalienable  rij^hts; 
among  them  are  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  That  to  secure  these  rights,  goveni- 
ments  are  instituted  among  men,  drriviit}!;  their 
jtutt  poieers  from  the  consent  of  the  gortrnrd;  that 
when  any  form  of  government  becomes  de«.triir- 
tivc  of  these  ends,  ith  the  r'tj^ht  of  the  people  to  al- 
ter or  abolish  it,  and  to  inKtiinti*.  n  new  govern- 
ment, laying  itw  foundation  on  such  principle^, 
and  organizing  its  power  in  «nch  forms,  as  to 
them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  etl'ect  their  safety 
and  happines-i.** 

Mr.  Je(len»on  sajs : 

•*h  is  not  only  t'lio  rights  but  the  duttiof  those 
now  on  the  sta;;e  tfnclhm,  to  chan«re  the.  laws  and 
inttitutinns  nf  government,  to  keep  pac.  wiih  the 
progress  of  knowledije,  the  light  of  science,  and 
the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  society. 
Nothing  is  to  be  considered  uuchan^eable,  but 
the  inherent  and  inalienable  rights  of  man." 
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the  Constitution  fcfc?»iewr  and  hcvrtrer  they  ploaM. 
This  is  a  right  of  which  no  positive  instiiuiions 
can  deprirothem. 

•*These  important  truths,  are  far  from  being 
merely  speculalive;  wc,  at  this  moment  speak 
and  duliberate  under  their  immcdiato  and  benign 
influence.    To  the  operation  of  these  truths,  we 
are  to  ascribe  the  scen<^»   hitherto  unparalleled, 
which  Amerira  now  exhibits  to  ihe  world,  a  gen- 
ilc,  a  peaceful,  a  voluntary  and  a  deliberate  tran- 
sition from  one  CViiislitulion  ofgovernmeiit  to  an- 
ollier.  (from  the  confederation  to  the   Con«ti(ti- 
tion  of  the  United  Slates.)    In  other  parts  of  the 
world,  the  idea  of  revolution  in  government  is  by 
^      ,  a  mournful    and   itidiaKolublo  associations,  con- 
on  the  solid  bayisof  the  consent  nfthepr.aple.  The  j  „eeted  w  ilh  the  idea  of  wars,  and  all  the  calami- 
streams  of  nalionni  power  ought  to   flow  immcdi-  ,  Wq^,  atleudnnt  on  war. 
alely  from  that  pure  original  fuuiitain  of  all  le- 


Jnstice  Iredell,  of  the  Supreme '  Court,  (vol. 
Ill,  Elliotts  debates,)  says: 

**Our  government  is  founded  on  much  nobler 
principles.  The  people  are  known  with  certain- 
V  10  nave  originated  it  themselves.  Those  in 
power  arc  iheir  servants  and  agenti^-,  and  tht  peo- 
ple wWiout  iluir  consent t  may  remodel  the  gov- 
ernment whenever  they  think  proper,  not  mere- 
ly because  it  is  oppressively  exercised,  but  be- 
anue  they  tliink  nmUher  fffnn  is  mnre  conducive  to 
their  irfZ/Vire." — [Story's  Commentaries,  vol.  i, 
page  32C  ] 

Hamilton  (Federalist,  No.  *J*J,)  says  : 

•*Tbe  fabric  of  American  empire  ought  to  rest 


gitimate  authority.'* 

Jay,  chief  justice  of  the  I'niled  Slates  Pupreme 
Court,  says: 

"At  the  revolution,  the  ^onrttf^ntij  dirolrrtl  on 
the  psojilt ,  ond  they  are  truly  the  sovereigns  of 
the  country;  but  they  are sovereij^ns  without  sub- 
jects, (uuIpss  the  Atrican  slaves  among  us  may 
ne  so  called.)  and  have  none  to  govern  but  them- 
selves; the  citizens  of  Ameriea  are  equal  as  fel- 
low-citizens, and  as  joint  tenants  in  the  sovei- 
eignty."-[i>  Dallas''  HepoH>,  4I!1.| 

Marshall,  chief  justice  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  (!ay»: 

"It  has  been  said  that  the  people  had  alntady 
surrendered  all  their  powers  to  the  State  sover- 
eignties, and  had  noiliing  more  to  give.  Hut, 
surel}',  thu  quest  ion  whether  ihey  may  resume 
and  modify  tlif>  (xitverK  «;ranled  to  government, 


"Hut  happy  experience  teaches  us  to  view 
such  revolutions  in  a  very  diliei'ent  light — to  con- 
sider them  as  progressive  steps  in  improvini;  the 
knowledge  of  government,  and  increaaing  the 
happiness  of  society  :md  mankind. 

**Ofl  have  1  viewed  with  silent  pleasure  and 
admiration,  the  lorcc  and  prevalence  through  the 
United  States  of  this  principle — that  the  supreme 
power  resides  in  the  people,  and  that  they  never 
part  with  it.  It  maybe  called  the  panacea  m 
politic*".  If  the  error  he  in  the  Legislature,  it 
i  may  be  corrected  by  the  Constitutian:  if  in  the 
Constitution,  it  may  be  corrected  by  the  jieople. 
There  is  a  remedy,  therefore,  for  every  distem- 
{ytT  in  government,  if  the  people  are  not  wanting 
to  theiiisclves.''— [Wilson's  Works,  vol.   iii,  p. 

Again,  he  says: 

'^\  revolution  principle  certainly  is,  and  cer- 


does  not  riinain  to  be  Tetlled   in   this  cnuntrv.    la">»y  should  be   taught  as  a  principle  of  the 
[4  Wheatot»\s  Kep<.ils,  4()r>.  j  "      ConMitiition  of  the  I  njtcd  Slates,  and  of  every 

Stale  of  the  Union.     This  revolution  principle — 


Justice  Wilson,  a  feigner  of  the  Dcclaraticm  of 
Independence,  a  nieuiber  of  the  Convention  of 
1787,  which  Inimed  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  afterwards  a  juilge  of  the  Su- 
preme Couit  of  the  United  Stales,  says: 


that  the  sovereign  power  residing  in  the  people, 
they  may  change  their  Constitution  and  Govern- 
ment whenever  they  please — is  not  a  principle 
of  discoid,  rancor  or  war  ;  it  is  a  principle  of 
melioration,  contentment    and  peace.'* — [Wil- 


•*Of  the  right  of  a  majority  of  the  trhole  peoph  \  son's  Lectures,  vol.  1 .,  p.  31. 1 


to  change  their  government  ut  trf//.  there  is  no 
doubt."— [1  Wilson,  418;  I  Tuckcr^s  Black. 
Comni.  163,  cited  :J24  p.,  vid  i,  Store's  Comm.] 

Again  he  says: 

••Perhaps  some  politician,  who  has  not  consid- 
ered will)  suflicienl 'accuracy,  our  political  sys- 
tems, would  answer  in  our  government,  the  su- 
preme power  was  vested  in  the  Constitution. 
This  opinion  approaches  a  step  nearer  to  the 
truth,  (than  the  supposition  that  it  resides  in  the 
Legislatures,)  but  does  not  reach  it.  The  truth 
is,  that,  in  our  governmctit,  the  supreme,  abso- 
lute, and  un«;ontroIabli)  powf  r  rtmains  in  the 
people.  As  our  Constitutions  are  suiierior  to  out 
legislalureM,  so  the  people  are  superior  to  our 
(Constitutions.  Indeed,  the  snjMTiority  in  this 
last  instance  is  much  greater;  for  the  people  pos- 
sess, over  our  Constitutions,  control  in  act  us  well 
as  right."— [Wilson's  Works,  vol.  iii,  p.  29a,] 

Again  he  says: 


And,  again: 

**  A  proper  regard  to  the  on'^ina^  and  tnhereaf, 
and  cunlinxud  power  of  the  tocitty  to  change  Ui 
Constitution^  will  prevent  mistakes  and  mischief 
of  u  very  different  kind.  Ji  will  prevent  giddy 
inconsistency ;  it  will  prevent  unthinking  rash- 
ness; il  will  prevent  unmanly  langor:^* — [Wil- 
son, vol.  1,  p.  420.] 

Justice  Patterson,  of  the  United  States  Su- 
premo Court,  says: 

**The  Constitution  is  the  work  of  the  people 
tliemselves,  in  their  oii<;inal,  sovereign  and  un- 
limited capacity."  "A  Constitution  is  the  fona 
of  Government  delinealt.d  by  the  mighty  hand  of 
llie  people^^'  it  "paramount  to  the  will  of  the 
Legislature,"  and  is  liable  only  "to  be  revoked 
or  altered  by  those  who  made  it." — [2  Dallas^ 
Rep.  p.  304] 

The  Supreme    Court  of  the   United  States, 
I  through  Judfifc  Marshall,  says  : 


*•  I  he  consequence  is.that  the  people  may  change  [     «'That  the  people  have  an  original  right  to  es- 
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tablisli,  for  their  future  GoTemment,  such  prin- 
ciplat  as,  in  their  opinion,  shall  most  conduced 
to  Ibeirown  happiness,  in  the  basis  on  which  the 
whole  Ameriraii  fabric  hai^  biicn  erected .  The 
exercise  of  this  original  right  is  a  very  great  ex- 
ertion; nor  can  it,  nor  onjjht  it,  to  bo  frequently 
repealed."— [1  Cranch,  ir>7,  cited  431  Story's 
Comm.  fol.  3-] 

Rawie,  an  able  rommentator  on  the  Conatitu- 
tioD,  says : 

"Vattel  justly  ob:»ervcg,  that  the  perfection  of 
a  State  and  it-s  aptitude  to  fulfil   the  ci\6*  pro- 
posed by  socieiv,  depend  upon   its  Constitution. 
The  first  duty  to  itself  i«  lu  iorm  the  Ijcst  Con- 
stitution poSHible,and  one  laust  .suited  to  its  circum- 
stances; and  thus  it  lays  tho   foundation   of  its 
safety,  permanence  and  happiness.     Hut  the  best 
Consiitution  which  can  be  framed,  with  the  most 
anxious  deliberation  that  can  he  bestowed  upon 
it,  may,  in  practice,  he  found  imperfect  and  in- 
adequate to  the  true  inttiresLs  of  }<ocioty.  Altera- 
tions and  amendment*!  then  become  desirable. 
Tke  people  retain — the  people  cannot  j  ptrhapAj  divest 
tkemteiteM  qfthe  power  to  make  auch  alteralions.     A 
moral  power,  equal  to,  and  of  the  same  nature 
with  that  which  made,  alone  can  destroy.     Tke 
tmet  of  one  iegislature  may  be  repealed  by  atiother 
tegiUmiuTej  and  the  power  to  repoal  them  cannot 
be  withheld  by  the  power  that  cnactc<l  them. 
So  tke  people  mmff  on  tlie  sanu  principle,  at  any 
(iNM,  alter  or  iAolish  the  CunstUiUion  thry  have  form- 
id.    This  has    been  frequently   and  peaceably 
done  by  several  of  these  States,  since  177G.     if 
apmrtieular  mode  of  efiferting  such  alterations  has 

been  agreed  upon,  it  is  moat  convenient  to  adhere  Uiurtvcd  from  thereat  body  of  the  iociety,  not  from 
it  is  not  excluaivehj  ^in(/in£^.^*--[ilawlc   an  inconsiderable  pr<rportion  or  2.  favoi  ed  ctasi  of  li\ 


they  hare  thereby  made  that  community  one 
body,  with  a  power  to  act  as  ono  body,  which  la 
only  by  tlie  will  and  determination  of  the  majority  ; 
for  that  which  acts  in  any  community,  being  only 
the  consent  of  the  individuals  of  it,  and  it  being 
necesbury  to  that,  which  is  one  body,  to  more 
one  way,  it  is  necessary  that  the  body  Bnould 
move  that  way,  whither  the  great  force  carries 
it,  which  is  the  consent  of  the  majority  ;  or  else 
it  is  impossible  it  should  act  or  continue  one  body 
—one  community — which  the  consent  of  eveiy 
individual  that  united  into  it  agreed  that  it  should; 
and  so  every  one  is  hoimd  by  that  consent  to  bo 
concluded  by  the.  mujorily.  And  therefore,  we 
see  that,  in  assemblicB  empowered  to  act  by  poai- 
tive  laws,  where  no  number  is  set  by  that  posi- 
tive law  which  empowers  them,  the  act  of  the 
majority  passeH  for  tlie  net  of  the  whole,  and  of 
course  determines  as  having,  by  the  law  of  nature 
and  rea«>on,  the  ]K>wer  of  the  whole ;  and  thus 
every  man,  by  consenting  with  others  to  make 
one  body  politic,  under  one  goveromeut,  jmlf 
himself  under  an  obUs;ation  to  every  one  of  that  iocii' 
ty  to  submit  to  the  determination  of  the  majority^  and 
to  be  concluded  by  tf.^* 

Mr.  Madison,  in  relation  to  the  same  subject 
says : 

•'If  we  resort  for  a  criterion  to  the  different 
principles  on  which  dit!*erent  forms  of  Govern- 
ment are  established,  we  may  define  a  republic 
to  be,  or  at  least  may  bestow  that  name  on  a  Gov- 
ernment irhich  derivrs  all  its  povrers,  directly  or  indi* 
rrcthj^from  the  great  botly  of  the  people.**  •  •  •  •  • 
I  "It  is  cfsrntial  to  such  a  Government  that  it  be 


to  it,  but 

on  the  Constitution,  p.  17. 

Justice  Story,  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  says,  in  his  commentaries  on  the  Con- 
stitution : 

**  The  declaration  \mXs  the  doctrine  on  the  true 
rrtund'—that  government  derives  its  powers  from 
the  comenC  of  the  governed.  And  the  people 
have  a  right  to  alter  it,'*  &c.— [page  .3o(),  vol.  1. 

Again,  Judge  Story,  in  speaking  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  says : 
"It  was  not  an  act  done  by  the  State  govern 


otherwise,  a  handful  of  tyrannical  nobles,  exer- 
cising their  oppressions  by  a  delegation  of  their 
power,  might  aspire  to  the  rank  of  rcpublicaos, 
and  claim  for  their  government  the  honorable 
titlo  of  republic. 

•Mt  is  essential  for  such  a  Government  that  per- 
sons administering  it  be  appointed,  either  direct* 
ly  or  indirectly,  by  the  people;  aud  that  they 
hold  their  appointment  by  either  of  the  tenures 
just  si)ecific(l ;  otherwise,  every  Government  in 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  any  other  popular 
Government  that  has  been,  or  can  be  well  or* 
ganized,  or  well  executed,  would  be  degraded 


ments  then  organised  nor  by  persons  chosen  by .  f      '  ^,;^    republican    chararter."-[FedlraliBt, 
them.    It  was  emphatically  the  art  of  the  whole  j^y  39  if 

people  of  the  united  colonics,  hy  the  instrumen- 
tality of  their  representatives,  chosen  for  that, 
imoK  other  purposes,  it  was  an  act  not  com- 
betcnt  to  the  Sute  governments,  or  any  of  them, 
uotcanised  under  their  charters,  to  adopt.  Those 


cbirten  neither  contemplated  the  case,  nor  pro- 
tided  for  it.  It  wa.s  an  act  of  original  inherent 
lorereignty  by  the  people  themselves;  resulting 
from  ihrir  right  to  change  their  form  of  goremmeni, 
•nil  to  institute  aneir  gnvemmint,  whenever  necessa- 
ry for  their  safety  and  AflppinMS.''— [Story's  Com. 
00  Con.,  vol.  1,  page  19ti. 


The  Declaration  of  Rights  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  States  of  the  Union,  contain  a  provision 
analagous  to  that  proposed  here. 

The  bill  of  rights  of  Virginia  of  1776,  whieh 
was  unanimously  adopted,  contained  the  follow- 
ing provision. 

That  Government  I?  or  ought  to  be  instituted 
for  the  common  beiielit,  protection  and  security 
of  the  people,  nation  or  community.  Of  all  the 
various  modes  and  forms  of  Government,  that  ii 


best  which  is  capable  of  producing  the  greaiest 
Mr.  Locke,  in  his  work  on  civil  govemment,  j  jegree  of  happiness  and  safety,  and  is  most  effec- 

Uys  :  tually  secured  against  the  danger  of  mnl-adroin- 

»*  For  where  any  number  of  men  have,  by  the  istration.    And  that  when  any  government  shall 

coDsentof  every  individual,  made  a  cozomuDity,! be  found  inadequate  or  contrary  to  these  pur- 


1  Mspact  to  any  of  our  State 
Initilntioiu."  Let  ui  pauae  here  a  moment. 
Tbe  {entleman  would  hate  us  luppote  tbat  which 
Judfe  Stor;  nsTer  haard  of,  a*  being  claimed, 
wia  tbe  idea  of  Government  boing  founded  in 
eonpoeL  A  greater  mistake  neter  waji  made. 
Heitad  quoted  throughout  the  whole  chapter, 
name  after  name,  book  aller  booic— amongst 
tbem  the  Constitution  of  kit  own  Stale,  aaying, 
"it  ii  a  locial  compact,  b;  which  llie  whole  peo- 
jHo  covenantti  with  each  citizen,  and  each  cili- 
■enwithlhs  wholopeople.  "And  had  he  never 
heard    of    that'     "The  gentleman  will  find  by 


MuA  clBin"  refers  U 


a  claim. like  that  of  indc- 
paodeDt  nalions — a  claim  to  "negotiate  anew," 
■"•Blect  no  arbiter"  or  "declare  war."  I'o  tnalie 
it  mean  acr  thing  olae,  in  laknake  Justice  Stcirjr 
to  ilultify  liimaelf.  Wlif ,  in  this  lelf-ianiQ  mc- 
tion,  337,  a  few  lines  below,  he  repeats  the  same 
doeliine,  and  j^t  e^cpreuly  treats  of  the  "cam- 
paef'at  racognizing  il.  "No  right  exitis  orii 
auppoMd  to  exist  on  the  part  of  any  town  or 
county,  or  other  organized  body  within  the  State, 
ihmlof  a  majority  nf  the  whole  people  nf  the 
State,  to  alter,  suspend,  resist  or  diasoivc  theop- 
eTAtioni  of  that  Constitution,  or  withdmw  fh>ra 
it.  Much  less  is  tht  cmnpnct  supposed  liable  to 
interrnption,  ni  thewillofany  private  citizen, 
and  this  according  to  Mr.  Lorke,  is  the  true  sense 
uflhc  origuulconipBcf  by  which  every  individual 
has  lurrenderod  to  the  majority  the  riglit  to  cou- 
-tral,"  ke. 

Why  talk  of  tlie  qualitiCK  of  a  cnnjiaci  if  there 
'be  nonel  How,  seniiblj  speak  of  the  sense  at 
'the  original  eimijiaeJ,  if  no  such  thing  can  be  al- 
'leged  ^  No,  sir,  il  is  the  nature  and  cfl'er.t  of  that 
irery  thing  cf  which  he  hut  so  loug  and  so  ably 
Ibeen  discoursing,  aijd  let  gentlemen  think  as  they 
Boay  on  other  matters,  every  one  who  would  care- 
firiiy  examine  tJie  pages  of  Justice  Story,  would 
hoi,'  in  vain  at  the  33Tth  section  of  his  lal  vol. 
on  tl.ie  Constiuilion,  for  any  authority  E^iiist  Iho 
doBtr  ine  tliat  govrmment  was  originally  founded 
in  eon  ipact,  nor  did  he  admit  that  the  high  authori- 
ty of  Mr.  Webster  was  in  any  deforce  opposed  to 
him.  He  did  not  allege  the  CunilituCiun  to  be 
lldultfai'l!!  a  contract  or  compact.  It  could  not 
be  enforced  in  a  court  of  lair.  Whit  says  Mr. 
WdMter  in  the  sneecli  referred  to  f  After  ssy- 
iog  "  in  >l  nctncsi,'  the  Constitution  is  not  a  com- 
pact," he  adds,  "  I  believe  il  is  founded  in  coii- 
aenl  ocagr  eeraent,  or  on  tmnpaet,  if  the  gentle- 
man pre^R'  that  word,  and  means  no  more  than 
setunlan  cattwnl  or  Bgnttnenl,"  Indeed  the  gen- 
tlcinan  from  Cecil  comes  to  this  conclusion  at 
last — that  it  IS  founded  on  assent  and  agreement. 
It  is  then  but  .a  philological  difference  Ijctwren  us, 
and  I  rather  Lhink  Ihat  Noah  Wehater,  as  well 
as  hii  great  sainesakG,  will  show  that  agreement 
ll  but  another  word  for  compuct. 

But,  alter  all,  the  question  is  of  comparative 
unimportance.  The  great  and  interesting  point 
is,  as  to  tbe  force  and  elTecL  of  a  Constitution  as 
a  mode  of  e:iecuting  the  lovereign  power  of  the 

Theabaalute  right  if  one  thing,  but  the  mode 


of  enforcing  it  another.  If  a  Irespataer  takM 
my  &rm  or  my  horse,  I  have  a  porfecl  right  to 

repossess  myself,  hut  1  may  not  go  un  Ihe  ptent- 
■CI  and  with  a  bludgeon  knock  nui  tlie  brains  of 
the  one,  or  seize  a  revolver  and  shoot  sii  bullell 
through  tlie  vitile  of  the  otiter.  That  is  not  Ihe 
mode  in  which  the  right  h  to  ba  cxerciaed. 

At  this  point  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  C.  gare  way 
to  a  motion  that  the  Convention  adjourn. 
Which  motion  having  been  agreed  lo, 
Tlie  ConvcDlion  adjouined   unlit   to-momv 


TUESDAY,  February  4th,  1631. 

The  Convention  met  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  made  hy  the  itev,  Mr.  Giiir?tTH. 

The  roll  wai  called,  anil  no  quorum  being 
present, 

"-.  RiDGELv  moved  that  the  f^nrentiuo  ad- 
Jomn,  (with  a  view  to  give  time  for  memben  ta 
I  in,)  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
ordered,  and  being  taken,  were  yeas  Oiujl 
3iJ. 

So  tbe  Convention  refused  lo  adjourn. 

Mr.  KiLCOott  moved  a  call  of  the  Hotue. 

The  mulion  was  rejected. 

Aquorum  was  now  present. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Weems, 
It  wan  ordered, 

Ttiat  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  hereafter,  be 
1  o'clock.  A.  M. 

The  Prksidint  laid  before  the  Convention  t)« 
following  cammunicalion  from  Jos,  C.  G.  lien- 
nedy.  Esq.,  Superintend  ant  of  Census. 

,  Ckksus  Oh-ice,  \ 

Washington,  Fth.  3rd,  1851.    { 

To  Ihi  Pmidenl  t/f  .Uariffonii  Slalt  ConeeiUiaii.- 

Sia;  I  lind  by  an  examination  of  the  official 
returns  (to  which  my  attention  was  called  by  a 
uewipapei  statement,]  that  an  error  oxiit* i>  Iha 
r«tunia  made  for  Frederick  county,  of  which  Iht 
total  population  will  not  vary  much  tVom  40,94)> 
I  will  send  a  more  particuUr  statement  to-moT' 
TOW.  We  have  been  much  delayed  in  reaonell- 
ing  ttie  inconsistencies  exiitlnj;  between  tha  re- 
turns made  by  the  manihals  of  tlin  populalioa  ia 
the  several  sub-divisions,  and  the  number  exhib- 
ited by  llie  rcturrb  themselves. 

)  regret  Ihat  Ihe  return  has  been  made  for 
Frederick,  so  much  at  Viinance  with  the  facU, 
and  hope  no  great  inconvenience  liaa  resulted 
therefrom. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob'l  jerti, 
JOS.  C.  G.  KENNEDY, 
Which  wai  read,  and 
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to   the  commitlee  on    represeola- 


lOKMT  also  laid  before  the  Ck)nvention 
sation  from  E.  Root,  Esq.,  State  8u- 
t  of  Public  Instruction  of  the  State  of 
coTering  the  reports  of  the  State,  of 
r  Regents  of  the  State  University. 
IS  read,  and 

to  the  committee  on  tklucation. 
1  of  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city, 
ion  proceeded  to  the  contiidcration  of 
ed  business  of  yesterday. 

B  DECLARATION    OF    RIGHTS. 

ention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  day,  bcinc:  the  report  submitted 
UTjOn  the  lltli  ult.,  as  chainnan  of 
se  on  the  declaration  of  rights. 
of  the  question  was  as  follows : 
irtide  of* the  report  being  under  con- 
the  words  following: 

gOTemment  of  right  originates  from 
1  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in- 
7  for  the  good  of  the  whole. ^* 

TMAK  had  moved  to  amend  the  said 
Iding  at  the  end  thereof  the  folio w- 

'  have  at  all  tiroes  the  inalienable 
r,  reform,  or  abolish,  their  form  of 
in  such  manner  a<s  they  may  think 


Chambers,  of  Kent,  had  moved  to 
amendment  by  adding,  at  the  end 
bllowing  words : 

g  to  the  mode  authorized  by  the 
or  laws  of  the  land.'^ 

lettion  was  on  the  amendment  to  the 

lEU,  of  Kent,  who  was  entitled  to 
I  yesterday,  resumed  and  concluded 

IKRS  alluding  to  his  remarks  of  yes- 
,tion  to  the  question  of  '*compact,^' 
ire  other  authorities  which  would 
but  he  had  tliought  it  sufficient  to 
IT  of  his  friend  from  Cecil,  in  sup- 
B  Story  to  deny  tliis  doctrine.  He 
ite  as  much  an  error  to  ascribe  the 
nolionof* 'compact'*  to  the  advo- 
)ivine  ri^ht  of  kings,  and  not  less  an 
MO  that  Justice  Story  had  soassert- 
strine  of  the  Divine  right  of  the 
D,  is  as  opposite  to  that  of  compact 
of  the  people  as  to  the  terms  of 
IS  darkness  is  to  light. 
right  to  rule  necesscnily  leaves  noth- 
iple  but  the  Divine  obligation  to  be 
ecrees  of  the  Deit}'  cannot  be  eon- 
agreements  of  men.  His  friend, 
OD,)  had  fully  shown  that  the  doc- 
sduced  by  Locke,  Sidney  and  eth- 
B  the  patriots  of  their  day  and  an- 
te Divine  right  of  kings — and  so 
Story,  p.  293,  sec.  325.  And  in 
43,  he  concludes,  after  examining 
I  Parliament  on  the  abdication  of 


James  the  Second,  by  saying/<it  is  apptrent  from 
the  whole  reasoning  of  the  parties,  that  they  were' 
not  considering  how  far  the  original  institution 
of  government  was  founded  in  compact,^'  &c. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  examine  the  other 
proposition  which   he  regarded  as  of  the  very 
greatest  importance  to  the  very  existence  of  gov- 
ernment— the  binding  obligation  on  all — the  wnole 
community  of  the  Constitution  or  organic  Jaw, 
until  altered  by  a  Constitutional  or  lei^l  mode. 
He  did   not  profess  to  give  the  authority    of 
Conventions  or  Ijegislatures,  in  which  this  sub- 
ject had   been  directly  discussed.    It  was  the 
duty  of  his  antagonists  on  this  occasion  to  pro- 
duce some   authority    for   their  new  doctrine 
which  was  at  war  with  long  settled  opinion,  and 
doubtless,  if  autliority  existed,  it  could  not  have 
escaped  the  extensive  information  and   industri- 
ous research  of  the  several  gentlemen  who  have 
urged  it    The  gentleman  from  Baltimore  coun- 
ty, (Mr.  Buchanan,)  supposes  he  has  the  author- 
ity of  Mr.  Burke.    It  was  not  the  celebrated  and 
justly  celebrated  orator  and   patriot,  Edmund 
Burke — but  a  name-sake.    He  had  not  been  suf- 
ficiently attentive  to  the  political  operations  of 
the  last  few  years,  to  know  much  or  such  mat- 
ters, and  he  confessed  he  had  not  heard  of  this  re- 
port until  it  was  now  produced  by  the  gentleman, 
nor  did  he  know  where  Mr.  Burke  came  from. 

[Several    Voices.      "  From    New  Hamp- 
shire.'*] 

«  Well,  it  seems  Mr.  Burke  is,  at  least,  of  im- 
portance enough  to  have  it  known  what  $tate  he 
represents.  Most  certainly  he  had  evinced  a 
commendable  share  of  industry  in  the  collection 
of  writings,  on  the  question  of  the  rights  of  tlie 
people.  But  did  not  his  friend  perceive  that  each 
of  these  writers  expressed  the  very  doctrine 
which  our  bill  of  rights  announces — which  every 
Constitution  in  this  broad  land  declares,  which 
he  had  repeatedly  said,  none  but  a  madman 
would  deny — that  is,  that  the  people  are  the 
source  of  all  power,  and  have  the  right  to  alter 
and  change  their  form  of  government?  This  on- 
ly left  us  where  we  were;  they  do  not  say  the 
people,  or  a  portion  calling  itself  a  majority, 
may  do  this  without  law — against  law.  Mr. 
Burke,  indeed,  does  say,  he  thinks  his  is  the  true 
interpretation,  and  the  authority  of  this  opinion 
is  against  us.  *  On  looking  over  the  journal, 
it  will  be  seen  that  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Dorr  revolution  or  rebellion,  was  strict- 
ly justified,  and  that  the  general  government 
should  not  have  interposed  to  restrain,  or  the 
courts  to  punish  it,  and  on  the  same  day  on  which 
his  report  was  presented,  it  was  postponed  to 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  he  was  not 
aware  it  had  ever  been  heard  of  since. 

Neither  the  President  with  his  Cabinet,  or  the 
courts  of  Rhode  Island,  or  the  Supreme  Court,  so 
thought. 

Mr.  BucuAKAK  remarked,  he  had  not  relied 
on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Burke,  but  on  the  book.H 
he  had  cited  from  his  report,  and  which  were  not 
in  the  library. 

Mr.  McLakk,  asked  leave  to  make  an  expla- 
nation.   He  had  not  intended  to  erince  any  indii- 
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position  to  be  interrupted,  but  was  always  ready  at  any  hour  of  any  day.    If  there  was  nothing 

*to  hear  what  any  gentleman  might  say  to  him.  else  to  condema  this  heresy  but  its  mischievous 

He  dcBired  to  ask  the  gentleman  what  was  the  consequences,  its    unmixed  erils,  these  should 

doctrine  to  which  he  referred,  as  having  never  make  it  odious.    All  the  lawsof  the  Great  Eter- 

been  broached  before,  since  the  commencement  nai  source  of  truth,  are  in  beautiful  harmony— 

of  our  government.  all  most  wisely  destined  to  continue  the  harmo- 

Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  proposition  he  liad  en-  nious  action  of  man,  and  all  creation  around  him. 
deavored  distinctly  to  state,  that  a  Ck)nstitution       The  source  of  infinite  order  never  could  be  the 

was  binding  on  the  whole  people,  and  could  not  be  birth-place  of  confusion  and  strife.     He  feared 

changed  in  a  modu  prohibited  by  its  own  terms,  but  this  doctrine  came   from    below,  and   tended 

only  in  conformity  to  a  ie|ral  provision---in  short,  downward.     Wise  men  and  patriots  had  antici- 

that  in  this  respect  the  people  could  bind  them-  pated  tho  difficulties  now  urged  on  the  other  side 

selves.    This  had  been  received  us  a  setiled  doc-  as  growinjr  out  of  the  concession  of  the  sovereicD 

trine.    It  was  but  lately  that  any  one  liud  contro-  power  of  the  people.    His  friend  near  him,  (Mr. 

verted  it.    The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Donaldson,)  had  made  full  reference  to  thevari* 

Cecil,  himself,  ended  in  a  pro))osition  to  intro-  qus  ttpeeches  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  show  hia  utter 

^uce  into  the  Constitution  a  mode  of  amending  abhorence  of  the  doctrine  of  the  absolute,  unre- 

it— amendini?  it  by  Conventions.  strained  rule  of  bare  majorities.    The  sentlemin 

There  was   no  collision    with    the  sovereign  from  Cecil,  had  spoken  of  the  events  of  Mr.  Oil- 

Tighis  of  tlic  people.     He  termed  it  a  limitalion  houn's  life,  as  weakening  his  claim  to  authority, 

or  restriction  of  the  ri(;hi,  to  a  particular  mode  of  after  1628.     ilu  must  be  permitted  to  say,  frm 

amendment.    The  gentleman  from  Cecil  termed  personal  associations  with  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  whose 

at  a  •«rfffu/u(ion,"  by  which  a  particular  mode  intellectual  and   high  moral  worth,  he  txnetlie 

"was  to  be  pursued.    The  diticrenco  seemed  to  be  warmest  testimony,  that  these  opiniora  were  not 

■\-erbaI,  as  explained  by  the  gentleman,  and  he  adopted  for  the  first  lime  after  1828— tiiey  were 

inclined  at  present  to  withdraw  his  own  amend-  ihosc  which  he  had  always  maintained. 


hsposition  to  a^sa»l  the  ari;nments  by  wnin,  i,.o  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^-  jj^^^  adopted  by  the  majority 
Renllcuian  had  ;.,rrivca  at  his  though  ho  must  say  ^^^^^  ,  the  Constitution  binda  the  wbofe 
they  were  unhkc  hose  on  which  he  rested  his  community,  prapHo  t%i>rf ,  and  is  unnltenble, 
own  opinions.  Al  the  ^rcnilemon  who  have  except  by  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  pw- 
laken  the  oppo.ilc  view,  have  riutcrated  the  ,  ^  J^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^e  qualifitSl  voters  of  the 
^ovcrftl£rn  riKJils  of  the  people.    The   *'ctemal    «,..♦„  ^ 

people  arc  iinniorlal,    savs  one  pcntlcman.  Yes, 

-and  he  miftlirhavo.  nd.led,  jiraclically  invisible  [Here  several  gentlemen  were  seen  to  laugb 
and  intan-jbie.  Who  denies  the  snpriMnc,sovc-  and  produced  a  slight  uiterruption.J 
reign,  pulltiral  power  of  the  people  r  Most  cer-  Mr.  C  snid,  wait  a  moment  and  instead  of 
t'iinly  no  one  on  thi<  flour.  But  may  not  politi-  "vi^m  tencatia,^^  he  might  have  occaision  to 
cal  ripht,  like  any  other  rights  he  controled,  re-  remark  *^hine  ilia  /arryiuflr." 
gulated  by  self-imposed  lestraints  or  regulations?  Justice  Story  continues,  "in  the  manner  prefcrM 
Why  else  do  wc  niuku  a  Constitution?  Why  all  by  the  Constitution,  or  otherwise  providtd  far  by 
this  expondiinre  of  time  and  money  ?  Is  it  to  the  majority.  Now,  '*  provision  '*  implies  pii- 
prepiirc  an  in^tnimcnt  to  hu  submitted  to  the  vious  arrangement — preparation.  It  is  to  be 
solemn  con^'idcratidn  of  the  whole  people,  for  dono  by  the  Constitution,  or  by  the  authority  of 
their  agreeinvni  and  a<%sont  to  it,  as  the  tcMins  on  those  who  make  it.  This  is  precisely  the  lan- 
which  they  will  continue  the  government  fur  all  guage  of  my  amendment,  *' by  the  Constitntioo 
timer  Is  all  ttiis  ex])eii.sivo,  tedious  and  solemn  or  law  of  the  land,"  and  there  can  be  no  Itw  of 
form  of  proceeding  to  be  gone  through,  to  pro-  the  land  on  this  subject,  but  an  act  of  theLcfii- 
duce  a  ^covcrnnient,  and  yet  in  one  year,  or  lature  authorised  by  the  Constitution.  l<fo  other 
month,  or  week,  an  iircgrulur  ununthorized  mass  meaning  could  be  attributed  to  such  languan. 
of  men,  calling:  themselves  a  majority,  may  de-  What  sort  ot*  legul  provision  could  l>e  made  wf 
croc  its  torminalioii?  Aye,  rightfully  and  this  assemblage  of  people,  who  were  to  wiald 
without  acting  in  violation  of  law,  annul  and  de-  -  the  sceptre  and  rule  the  State?  They,  the  path 
stroy  it.  {  pie,  had  been  presented  in  all  sorts  of'^Bbapei  aid 

What,  sir,  U  a  CoiiKtitution  ?    Why  is  it  pro- '  described  in  softest,  sweetest  phrases,  but  he  M 
per  to  have  one?    ("hicfju'^ticc  Marshall  has  said  |  not  yet  heard  the  idea  suggested  that  they  wue    f 
••a  Constitution  is  franud  for  aiijes  to  come,  and  I  to  becoi 


i«»  dc-i>iijne.d  to  approach  immortality  as  nearly  as 
human  institutions  can  approach."" — [6  Whea- 
ton,  384  Cohen  on  Virginia.]  But  if  this 
assemblage  can  convene  hT  one  time,  it  can  at 
another.  It  is  said  to  require  no  provision  for 
ii<  terms,  mode  of  organization  or  action — all 
are  to  be  self-imposed,  self-decided — all,  on  an  un- 
pulse,  which  may  happen  in  ten  years  or  one'— 


become  a  regular  Legislature  to  pass  lawai 
make  **  provision  *'  fur  changes  in  the  go' 
ment.  The  very  etymology  of  the  word  "w^ 
vision,^'  implied  a  "  previous  '^  preparation.  Tht 
gentleman  from  Cecil  is  for  '*  previoua  proTirioo," 
and  his  is  a  more  strin^rent  plan.  He  would  Wt 
not  allow  the  Legislature  to  provide. 

Mr.  McLan'e.    **No,  it  ought  to  be  in  tke 
Constitution  itself." 
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lAKBERS.    In  that  case  the  only  diflcr-  < 

recR  tlie  two  propositions  is,  that  mine 

I  legislatife  provision,  while  his,  (]o(\s  i 

e  gentleman  will  not  entrust  the  power 

tpfllature. 

cLanb  said  the  gentleman  from  Kent ! 

0  justice  to  his  argument.  lie  explained 
dea  as  to  the  manner  in  which  pruvi^ion 
B  nude  in  the  Const itutiun,  was,  to  c^tve 
ilature  the  power  only  to  >[H^ciry  such 
«r  carrying  out  the  provisiun  as  rirrum- 
mlled  for.  His  objvrtiun  to  tint  amend- 
the  gentleman  from  Kent  was,   thut   it 

1  the  power  of  calling  a  Convention,  in 
'Assembly,  as  the  amendment  read,  *'ac- 
30  the  Ck)n$titution  or  laws  of  tha  land/' 
ression,  lie  tliought  too  vague  and  admit- 
w  comprehensive  a  construction.  Act 
nUy  was  more  definite.  He  did  not 
it  be  had  ever  read  in  any  Coll^titution, 
de,  ''laws of  the  land,"  except  in  refer- 
uiminal  cases.  What,  he  asked,  was 
r  '*  the  laws  of  the  land?" 

BAMBERS  replied.    The  statute  and  com-  j 

• 

IcLake.    This  did  not  inrlude   all  tho , 

lie  land.     All  the  ordinances  of  the  cily 

nore  are  laws  of  the  land.     He  gave  a 

MsitiOD  of  his  own  views  as  to  the  oper- 

the  civil  and  statute  law. 

.  auggested  there  was  no  such  tiling  as 
law  in  Maryland. 

IcLane  replied,  there  certainly  was  civil 
admiralty  law  also. 
'.  remarked.    Neither  have  we  admiralty 

IcLane  said  tliere  certainly  was  admi- 
r  in  the  code  of  the  United  St:tte.s.  He 
Bd  to  say,  he  would  not  give  the  f.iO£risla- 
power  to  call  a  Convention.  His' idea 
BBgraft  in  the  Constitution  a  power  to 
klatiire  to  pass  a  law  to  carry  out  that 
provision.  If  that  was  tlie  meaning  of 
Ubaan  from  Kent,  there  was  no  disagree- 
twttn  them.  He  would  only  empower 
ifllature  to  carry  out  the  provision  in  the 
ition. 

Irambbrs  resumed  and  paid,  the  phrase, 
if  the  land,'*  was  designed  to  nir.>uii  exart- 
t  of  Assembly,  passed  pursuant  to  outhori- 
ia  the  Constitution.  He  vindicated  the 
on,  and  said  it  occurred  freqitinthj  in  the 
igbta  and  Constitutions,  and  in  his  tie- 
ice  with  the  eourUt,  at  the  bar  and  on  the 
br  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years,  he 
beard  such  an  interpretation  an  is  now 
I  these  words.  The  ordinances  of  Balti- 
Bre,  in  his  opinion,  no  more  alluded  to 
» bye-laws  of  the  Farmer^  bank,  over 
lis  friend  near  him.  (Mr.  Wells,)  presi- 
leing  sort  of  "  house-hold  "  terms  with 
Tession,  they  had  occurred  to  him  at  the 
I,  Whatever  words  were  used,  he  insist- 
>ine  provision  as  the  mode  of  ascertaining 
ular  will — the  will  of  the  majority. 
^RBSSTMAN  Bsked  if  there  was  a  Veneral 


acquicsencc,  what  reason  was  tliero  foraTCcrlain- 
ing  a  m.-ijority  ? 

Mr.  C.  None — not  the  Imst.  And  it' a  meeting 
of  fifty  men,  under  the  h'a*!  of  Ihr  grritlfmun, 
^hall  form  a  Constitution,  and  indurc  tlic  people 
to  ]iroi:ecd  to  adniiiiistfr  tht*  i;uvcrumi-iil  under 
it,  liy  electing  onirerK  at  tin:  tiiiiro,  and  in  the 
manner  providt  d,  uiid  tliosr  \\li(»  lrL:.illy  rule  thf 
stale  in  il-^  variuu-.  department'*,  r|io»i-e  to  retire 
and  aeipiinsou  in  the.  u>nrpatinn  of  these,  ofiieers, 
it  will  l)eiM>niu  the  exi^hn;;  .;'iV(:rnMie[it  of  ihe 
SlalL",  and  when  established  a*  "Ueh,  will  be  pru- 
teeled  by  the  miiitaiy  arm  of  the  1  nlte.d  Sliiic--. 

Mr.  Prksstman'  tsaid,  *'ThatV  all  1  contend 
for." 

Mr.  (\  said,  it  wa^^not  all  ht:  ronlcnded  for.  He 
had  a  right  to  the  coat  on  hi>  back.  If  another 
ill  his  presence  Ui^f^nmedtiie  owneohip  and  di^po- 
sescH  him  of  it,  and  he  actitiicsced  in  it,  iic  mivht  be 
concluded.  It  diil  not  follow  ihat  the  coudiict 
ol  the  man  who  had  possessed  himself  of  his  cout 
by  force  or  fraud,  was  Justifiable  and  proper. 
He  claimed  that  the  rhange  in  the  government 
should  be  made  by  a  provirsion  in  the  Con■^titulion 
or  by  aconittitutioiiiil  law,  and  then  the  rulci> 
i  would  be  bound  to  retire.  It  would  no  lunger  be 
at  their  option  to  aecpnesce  or  resist. 

Mr.  VVebster^s  name  and  authority  had  been 
invoked.  He  had  lon;^  known  Mr.  VVel)9ter,  and 
atone  period  intimately.  He  knew  something 
of  the  character  of  his  gii;antic  mind—the  course 
of  his  political  opinions — the  currant  of  his  feel- 

inc;<. 

The  more  these  were  known,  the  more  that 
great  man  would  be  admired.  With  &uch  know- 
ledge he  could  bay,  that  he  who  look.^t  to  Daniel 
Wciistri  to  countenance  eonlusion,  discord  and 
civil  sti  ife,  will  be  sadly  disappointed.  His  tongue 
and  his  pen  teach  other  lessons.  Like  his  fami- 
liar friend,  Juflirc  Story,  he  belon);s  to  another 
school.  His  claims  to  the  heartfelt  gratitude  of 
the  last  man  that  lives  under,  and  lo>es  the 
American  Constitution,  rest  on  ii is  uniform  de- 
fence of  well  defmetj,  national,  constitutional  prin- 
ciples oiftre  government  and  good  order. 

What  says  Mr.  Webster.-  Why  in  the  very 
speech  cited,  the  Dorr  case,  p.  14,  he  meets  the 
objection  so  continually  and  repeatedly  pressed 
upon  us  as  conculsive — the  implied  control  of 
what  kr.  admitted  as  fully  as  wc  do  *'the  .sover- 
eignty of  the  people.'^  It  was  urged  then,  as 
now,  it  was  to  conti-ol,  to  check  these  riirht.  It 
is  now  said  we  '^shackle"  them.  Hear  him, 
**my  adversary  .says,  if  so,  and  the  Legislature 
would  not  call  a  Convention,  and  if  when  the 
people  rise  to  make  a  Constitution,  the  United 
iStates  .<«tep  in  and  prohibit  them;  why  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people  *are  checked — con- 
troled.'*  That  was  the  objection  then,  prcri&ely 
as  it  is  now.  Very  well,  now  for  the  answer:  ''un- 
doubtedly!" "Tlic  Constitution  does  not  proceed 
on  tlio  groitml  of  rcrohUion;  it  docs  not  proceed 
on  any  rigtU  of  revolution  :  but  it  does  go  on  the 
idea  tliat  tcitAiii  and  iinrfrr  the  Constitution  no 
new  form  of  government  can  be  establi^hed  in 
any  State  loithout  the  authority  of  the  existing 
State.'*  It  must  be  so.  All  the  notions  we  have 
ever  entertained,  concur  to  demand  it  to  be  so. 
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You  find  the  difl'erent  States  accordingly  giving 
avihority  to  make  new  goveniments  or  to  alter  the 
existing  one. 

Any  other  doctrine  consigns  to  us  anarchy.  He 
then  wont  into  a  detail  of  the  early  incidents  of 
the  French  Revolution  of  1793,  and  read  a  num- 
ber of  pa.ssa?es  from  the  speeches  of  the  Jaco- 
bins to  showhow  the  worst  men  will  act  in  the 
name  of  the  **dear  people. ^^ 

At  first  ail  Fran<  e  was  the  "people."  It  was 
■oon  notorious  that  Paris  was  France — presently 
the  constituent  assi^mbly  was  Paris — then  the  Ja- 
cobin clubs  were  the  a<«scrably,  then  Robespierre 
and  the  bloody  G:uillotinc  were  tho  fit  represen- 
tatives of  the  clubs — to  these  succeeded  a  first 
Consul — a  King  ond  an  Emperor.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say,  tho  succession  of  events  would  be 
as  rapid  here.  Our  people  had  too  loni;  been 
acquainted  with  the  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
He  had  rcgrt^lted  to  honr  the  gentleman  from 
Cecil  say,  our  fathers  knew  nothing  of  these  prin- 
ciples at  the  revolution.  He  believed  that  as  pure 
a  representative  democraey— republicanism — 
was  to  be  found  in  tho  towns  of  New  England, 
before  the  revolution,  as  now.  I'hose  who  framed 
our  Constitutions  had  at  least  as  just  conceptions 
of  civil  liberty  as  we  have.  He  read  from  the 
Constitution  of  Viri*inia,  of  18.10,  of  which  all 
the  great  men  of  their  State  wore  said  to  be 
members,  the  express  declaration,  tbat**the  dec- 
laration ofriglit^niadeon  the  rjtiiof  June,  1776, 
as  the  basis  and  fomidation  of  government"  **re- 
quired  no  amendment,'*  and  should  be  perfixed 
to  the  new  Constitution.  And  here,  and  every 
where,  these  principles  were  understood  ;  so  that 
as  "John  Randolph"  had  said,  "we  had  only  to 
throw  King  GeorRC  overboard"  and  every  thing 
was  right.  But  ifourruin  would  not  be  as  rapid 
it  might  be  as  certain.  The  population  of  Haiti- 
more  would  be  larger  in  respect  to  the  other 
Sarts  of  the  State,  than  Paris  was  to  France, 
len  in  all  ages  and  counties  have  thi^  same  in- 
firmities and  unfoKunately  the  same  class  of  art- 
ful, designing  demagogues  to  stimulate  them. 

The  final  catastrophe  was  ifievitable,  if  once  we 
were  set  afloat  on  this  wild  and  ))erilouB  ocean 
of  popular  prpjudice,  passion  and  excitement. 

£dmund  Burke  had  beautifully  said,  ''Justice 
required  protection  from  power."  If  now 
amongst  us,  might  he  not  add — our  weakness  re- 
(^uires  protection  against  oppression;  our  modera- 
tion against  extravagant  ultraisni;  our  minorities, 
protection  against  majorities;  and  the  rational 
civil  liberty,  we  now  all  love,  will  e*er  long  re- 
quire protection  against  anarchy?  It  will  then 
be  too  late. 

Mr.  SpExcERsaid,  his  friend  from  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  (Mr.  Pre^stman,)  had  oflbred  to 
amend  the  first  article  of  the  declaration  of  rights 
by  adding  the  following: 

"And  they,  (the  people.)  have  at  all  times  the 
unalienable  right,  to  alter,  remodel,  or  abolish 
their  form  of  goverimient,  in  such  manner  as  they 
think  expedient." 

The  question  presented  is,  one  of  great  in- 
terest and  magnitude.    For  thirty  years  or  more 


I  it  has  agitated  this  State,  and  it  is  high  time  to 
i  be  put  at  rest.  It  must  bo  settled.  A  Tcry  large 
portion  of  the  people  have  contended  for  the 
I  riglit,  whilst  another  portion  hare  resisted  it.  At 
one  time  so  intense  was  the  excitement,  growing 
out  of  the  question,  and  the  bold  resistance  which 
was  made  to  all  reform,  that  we  were  seriously 
threatened  with  intnstine.war. 

What  objection  is  there  to  engrafting  such  a 
principle  in  our  declaration  of  rights?  Is  Uiere  any  , 
thing  wrong  in  it?  The  honorable  gentleman  ffom 
Kent,(Mr.  Chambers,)  tells  us,  he  is  the  friend  of 
the  people,  but  he  objects  to  it,  because  he  is  feir- 
ful  of  popular  excitement — is  apprehensive  of  the 
mob.  He  has  pictured  to  us  the  character  of 
Robespierre,  his  professed  attachment  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  his  profligate  hypocrisy.  Was  thiadone 
for  the  purpose  of  casting  a  satire  on  tliote  b 
this  House,  who  contend  for  this  unalienable  and 
sacred  right  ?  If  so,  the  shaft  was  harmless. 
There  are  those  to  be  found  in  every  community 
who  cover  their  vires  by  the  cloak  of  hypocrisy^ 
such  as  profess  to  be  the  true  friends  of  the 
people,  and  yet  embrace  every  opportunity  to 
stab  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  rights.  He 
tells  us,  too,  that  in  the  excitement  throu^hoot 
France,  Paris  controled  everything — ^that  Paris 
was  France  and  as  Robespierre  managed  Pariii 
therefore,  ho  was  France.  And  then  the  gentle* 
man  tells  us,  that  as  Paris  stood  to  FraDoe,so 
does  Baltimore  to  Maryland.  Does  he  mean  to 
caution  us  against  Baltimore  influence  and  in- 
subordination', and  to  tell  us  that  in  her  city ,aana 
Robespierre  will  spring  up,  who,  holding  in  bis 
hands  her  destiny.will  thereby  control  the  State, 
and  in  fact,  be  the  State.  Such  apprehensions  had 
no  terror  in  them  for  him.  He  had  nosuchfear. 
None  which  would  drive  him  from  a  just  and 
correct  position.  Nor  did  it  concern  him, that 
an  effort  should  be  made,  to  drive  the  friends  of 
popular  rights  in  this  l louse,  from  their  true 
ground,  by  pictures  of  such  a  character.  The 
true  and  sincere  advocate  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  was  always  known  and  appreciated.  It 
it  true,  the  purest  arc  somotimea  traduced  by  the 
friends  of  power.  Kven  a  Henry  was  branded  as 
a  traitor,  and  would  have  been  hung,  had  the  Re- 
volution proved  unsuccessful. 

In  advocating  the  doctrine,  which  is  now  be- 
fore us,  we  stand  on  no  isolated  ground.  It  wss 
the  doctrine  of  our  gallant  forefathers,  and  his 
been  incorporated  into  the  Constitution  of  a  lai|e 
majority  of  the  States  of  this  Union.  And  in 
many  of  them,  in  the  very  language  submitted  br 
the  gentleman  from  Baltimore.  Eighteen  of  ths 
States  have  recognized  it. 

The  1st  arlicln  of  the  declaration  of  rights  of 
Tennessee,  concludes  as  follows:  "They,  (mean-  | 
ing  the  people,)  have  at  all  times  an  unalienable 
and  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  reform,  oraboUdi 
their  form  of  government,  in  such  manner  at  tbej 
may  think  proper.^' 

And  for  the  same  purpose  he  referred  to  the 
following  authorities: 

1st.  Maine — declaration  of  rights,  2d  sec. 
2rd.  Massachusetts — preamble  .to    Constitu- 
tion. 
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noDt — article  7th,  Constitution, 
lecticut — article  2d,        do. 
'  Jersey — article  2d,        do. 
;inia — article  3d,  do. 

ina — article  2d,  do. 


without  doubt  or  difiicultyya  eonrenient  modtt 

for  the  assembling  of  future  CkMiventions  might 

bo  designated. 
Mr.  Spencer.    Then  why  object  to  the  imer- 

tion  of  the  doctrine  of  right  in  the  peopU,  in  this, 
I  not  detain  the  Convention  by  road- ;  its  proper  place  1  -  Why  clog  it  with  restrictioni? 
■titutions  of  the  several  States.  They  t  We  are  now  laying  down  the  platform  of  a  Re- 
fund, in  very  many  cases,  to  embody  |  publican  government.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
^uagfi  .submitted  by  his  friend.  It  was  ■  doctrme  which  would  prevent  us  from  preserib- 
luestion  a  doctrine  so  irue,  and  which  |  ing  a  mode  for  calling  Conventions  in  future, 
the  very  found'.ttion  stone,  on  which '  He  advocated  such  a  course,  fiut  he  would 
'epnblican  sy8tcm  uf  government  is  t  never  consent  to  place  the  Constitution  in  the 
the  gentleman  from  Kent,  is  afraid  {  hands  of  the  Legislature.  This  was  the  ground 
be  abitHud,  and  that  popular  frenzy  •  on  which  he  stood  before  the  people  of  his 
e  excited.    Has  it  produced  any  evil  i  county. 

'  States  of  the  Tnioh?  Why  is  it  that  I  The  authorities  which  he  had  quoted  were 
■  is  to  be  apprehended  in  Maryland?  j  right  up  to  the  point  They  are  too  clear  to  re- 
Jeman  has  i-nid  that  there  was  no;<iuiro  elucidation.  The  commonest  mind  can 
•  sustain  tlic  doctrines  that  the  people  j  understand  them.  Story  says,  the  Constitution 
;ht  to  remodel  thrir  government,  ex-  ™5*y  be  altered  in  the  manner  presribed  in  it,  or 
mode  prescribed  in  the  Constitution;  olheneise  prescribed  by  tlie  majorUy.  Then,  ae- 
itesman  had  contended  for  such  a  cording  to  him,  it  may  be  done  in  a  manner  otter 
.  To  shew  that  the  gentleman  was  tkanlkatin  the  iotutUution,  If  so, how?.  M  ■ 
referred  to  the  following  authorities:  manner  preset ibed  far  by  a  majority  tf  tSu  qvMlifiU 
I  Commnntaries  on  the  Constitution  of  voters.  And  on  this  point  Mr.  Story  is  fully  sus- 
SUtcs,  section  337,  in  speaking  of  our  tained  by  Mr.  Rawle,  who  says,  if  a  particular 
itBtiooM,  says :  "The  understanding  is  mode  be  agreed  on,  it  w  most  convenient  to  adhere 
not  universal,  that  having  been  adop-  to  it,  hnt  ilia  not  exetusively  binding.  Let  it  not 
Bojority  of  the  people,  the  Constitu-  *hen  be  said  by  the  gentleman,  that  wo  are  con- 
State  binds  the  whole  community,  tending  for  a  principle,  new  and  unheard  of— 
rt;  and  id  unalterable  unless  by  the  an-  one  unsustained  by  authority, 
majority  of  the  pceple,  or  at  least  of  The  gentleman  has  asked,  as  has  also  the  gen- 
d  voters  of  the  State,  in  the  manner  tieman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Donaldson,)  his 
by  the  Constitution,  or  otherwise  friend  Mr.  Pelsstmam,  how  the  government  is  to 
r  by  the  majority."  he  altered  by  the  act  of  the  people,  unaided  by  a 


r  t6  mafce  such  alterations.     If  a  par-  '^^?-    "»,u"r.  op«i.ucr.,yrici.uuiiaau.wo™ 

le  of   cHectinir  such    alterationsM)e  with  sagacity,  that  it  was  not  for  him  to  mdicate 

it  h  most  convernent  to  adhere  to  it.  1**^^  **»«  ^^^^  tk^'1,^.,h?:    uL  *"f„^"j;^!f! 

«w«i..e;,.«i.rv,;n.r...«.  »  their  power.    That  would  be  determined  when 

exclusively  binding.  ^,^^  ^^T^.^  ^^^^      „^  ^^^^,j^  however,  refer  the 

ilson,  says:  "Permit  mo  to  mention  gentlemen  from  Kent  and  Anne  Arundel  to  Sto- 

)rinciple— the  vital  principle  1  may  ry  to  settle  theiri^iniculty.    The  genUeman  from 

which  dithises  animation  and  vigor  Anne  Arundel  had  asked  whether  the  whole  pco- 

othcr>— the  principle,  1  mean,  is  this,  pie  were  to  be  consulted,  whether  women  were 

iremc  or  sovL-rcign  power  of  society,  to  vote,  and  who  was  to  fix  and  determine  the 

he  citizens  at  lai^u,  and   that  there-  capacity  of  voters,  the  question  of  age  and  incom- 

Iways  retain  the  right  of  abolishing,  potency  from  idiocy,  infamy  or  other  cause? 
amending  the  Constitution  at  what-       judge  Story,  in  sect.  337  of  his  commentaries, 

and  in  whatever  manner  they  may  ^lyg^  «» Every  State,  however  organised,  embrft- 

dient/'    And  agam  he  says,  "As  to  ccs  many  persons  in  it  who  r.ever  assented  to  its 

,  however,   in  whom  the  sovereign  form  of  government,  and  many  who  are  deemed 

les,  frota  their  authority  the  consti-  incapable  of  such  assent,  and  yet,  who  are  held 

Bates;  for  their  safely  and  felicity  it  bound  by  its  fundamental  institutions  and  laws, 

sd;  in  their  hands  it  is  as  clay  in  the  infants,  minors,  married  women,  persons  insane, 

5  potter."  and  many  others,  are  deemed  subjects  of  a  coun- 

ison,  in  his  report  upon  the  Virginia  try  and  bound  by  its  laws,  although  they  have 

of  1798,  says:    '*The  authority  of  never  assented  thereto,  and  may,  by  those  very 

ns  over  governments,  and  of  the  sove-  j^ws,  be  disabled  from  such  an  act." 

the    people  over  Constitutions,  are       And  again,  in  the  same  section,  he  says,  "  a 

h  are  always  to  bo  kept  in  view."  majority  only  of  the  qualified  voters  is  deemed 

MBEas  here  said,  that  at  the  outset  he  sufficient  to  change  the  fundamental  institutions 

i  now  repeated, that  he  did  not  deny  the  of  the  State,  upon  the  general  principle,  that  the 

;ht  of  the  people,  and  that  it  was  the  majority  has  at  all  times  a  right  to  govern  the 

ity  of  this  Convention,  to  introduce  minority,  and  to  bind  tlie  latter  to  obedience  to 

luventioD,  some  provision  by  which,  the  will  of  the  former.  ** 
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It  IB  hoped,  that  the  two  honorable  members 
are  answered,  and  tliat  their  difficulty  has  vanish- 
ed. 

The  gentleman  from  Kent,  in  onler  to  justify 
himaeliin  the  position  which  he  uccupics  uu  this 
question,  as  he  has  done  on  another  occasion, 
contends  that  a  State  Constitution  U  1o  be  con- 
sidered as  a  compact  or  contract.  If  he.  cnn 
make  this  out,  then  it  is  clear  that  the  people 
cannot  alter  it,  except  in  tiie  mode  provided. 
But  if  he  fail  in  this,  then  his  whole  grunnd  is  ta- 
ken from  under  him,  and  the  ])nint  nuisi  be  ^ivcn 
up.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  ho,  (Mr.  8.,) 
some  days  ago,  staled  that  it  appeared  to  liiin 
strange  that  our  State  ConstflutioiiH  wcro  treated 
as  eompaets  or  enrUractx.  It  was  new  to  hini,  and 
the  idea  was  nil  wronp:.  I  le  then  ri'fi>ri'cd  to  Jus- 
tice Blackistone  to  define  the  (liU'cience  liulween 
law  and  compact.  His  [K>int  was,  that  govern- 
raents  were  founded  in  compact,  but  us  soon  as 
oi^nised,  they  cease  to  have  such  a  character 
and  become  fundamental  law.  Me  also  tficn 
said,  that  in  reference  to  the  Contititution  of  the 
United  States,  there  was,  in  this  country,  many 
who  held  it  to  be  n  compact.  Thu  distinguished 
member  from  Cecil,  liud  taken  the  same  postilion 
with  him,  as  to  the  foundation  of  (^ovennnent, 
and  had  asserted,  tiiat  after  it  was  organised,  it 
became  organic  law  and  was  no  longer  u  compact. 
In  this,  his  friend  from  Cecil,  was  too  explicit  to 
admit  of  doubt.  He  liad  never  held  that  govern- 
ment was  not  founded  on  agreement.  His  doc- 
trine was,  that  the  agreement  terminatud  when 
the  goTernment  wax  ordained,  and  yet,  the  gentle- 
man from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  had  spent  along 
time  in  asserting  a  propo^itiull  which  no  one  dis- 
puted, that  government  wus  founded  in  compact; 
and  then  in  order  to  sustain  his  idea  thai  tlu>. 
State  Constitutions  are  compacts,  he  bad  depart- 
ed from  tho  question,  and  sought  authority  in  the 
conflicting  doctrines  of  di>liM;^ui.-!hed  slulcsnien, 
as  to  whether  thu' Constitution  of  the  United 
States  were  a  compact.  It  is  uncpic.stionahl^' 
true,  that  this  is  the  doctrine  of  very  many  of  th<5 
most  distinguished  statesmen  of  ihe  southern 
school.  But  does  Judge  Story  a«sert  such  a  pro- 
position.^ Does  he  any  where  hold  to  such  a  doc- 
trine, in  reference  to  the  Constitulion  of  the 
United  States.'  It  is  true  that  he  has  elaborated 
the  subject,  and  has  devoted  many  pages  to  the 
notice  of  Judge  Tucker,  and  other  writers.  But 
after  having  shown  his,  (Judge  TV,)  opinions,  he 
proceeds  to  criticise  and  to  .<:how  their  error.  In 
section  319  of  his  commeuUiries,  he  ^says,  **sueh 
is  a  summary  of  the  reusfjoing  of  the  learned  au- 
thor, (Judge  rucker,)  by  which,  he  has  under- 
taken to  vindicate  hib  views  of  the  nature  of  the 
Constitution."  And  again  in  section  320,  he. 
says,  ''it  will  be  sunicient  for  all  the  practical 
objects  we  have  in  view,  to  sug^e^t  tiiu  diitiuul- 
ties  of  maintaining  its  leading  position.-,  to  ex- 
pound the  objoelions,  whuh  have  hceii  Jirged 
against  them."  Ho  then  proc-tjcd^  in  the  follow- 
ing sections,  to  point  out  tlu*.  cuuscquiMiccs  which 
must  flow  from  sue.li  preuji'ies,  and  ihc  obvions 
deductions,  that  "ilil  b«!  a  compact  between  the 
States,  it  operates  as  a  mere  treaty,  and  binds 
such  State^onivi  so  long  as  its  consent  coutiuues; 


that  such  State  has  the  right  to  judge  for  itself, 
in  relation  to  the  nature,  extent  and  obligations 
of  the  instrument,  without  l)eing  at  all  bound  by 
the  interpretation  of  the  Federal  Government,  or 
by  any  other  State;  and  that  each  retains  the 
|K)wer  to  withdraw  from  the  confederacy,  and  to 
dissolve  the  connection  wrlien  such  shall  be  its 
choice,  and  suspend  the  operations  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  and  nullify  its  acts  when  in  its 
own  opinion,  the  exigency  of  the  case  naay  re- 
(juire."  Will  the  learned  gentleman  consent  to 
adopt  such  conclusions  as  these.  He  has  cited 
Judge  Story  to  prove  his  position,  tliat  the  Con- 
stitution is  a  compact.  But  it  will  be  found,  on 
examination,  that  it  is  not  the  opinion  of  Judge 
Story  from  which  he  can  derive  support,  but  on 
the  contrary,  the  doctrines  of  jurists  whose  views 
are  controverted  throughout  by  the  distinguished 
author — will  the  gentleman  hold  to  them,  or  to 
Judge  Story?  To  which  class  does  ht  belong? 
Is  he  willing  to  take  the  consequences,  as  illus- 
trated by  Judge  Story  of  the  doctrine  of  com- 
pact.' That  distinguished  jurist,  leaves  no 
doubt  upon  this  question.  lie  positively  nega- 
tives the  idea  of  tho  Constitution,  being  treated 
or  consiHered  as  a  compact.  In  sec.  339,  he  saji, 
'a  Constitution  is  in  fact  a  fundamental  law  or 
basis  of  government,  and  falls  strictly  within  the 
definition  of  law,  as  given  by  Mr.  Justice  Blak- 
istone.**  It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  ihi$  is  the 
very  authority  which  was  quoted  by  bim,  (Mr. 
S.,)  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  debate.  "It  is, 
(says  the  author,)  "a  rule  of  action  prescribed 
by  the  supreme  power  in  a  State:  regulating  the 
rights  of  the  whole  community.  It  is  a  niie  ts 
contra-distinguished  from  a  temporary  or  sudden 
order— Dcrmanent,  uniform  and  universal.  It  is 
also  called  a  nth  to  distinguish  it  from  a  com- 
pact on  agreement;  for  a  compact  is  a  promise 
proceeding  from  us;  law  is  a  command  directed 
to  us.  '*  And  in  sec.  340,  he  says,  *4t  is  in  this 
light  that  the  language  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
I'nited  States,  manifestly  contemplates  it;  for 
it  declares,  (article  Glh,)  **that  this  Constitution 
and  the  laws,  made  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  sliall  he  the  supreme  law  of  Uie 
land." 

And  so  at  sec.  348,  in  speaking  of  the  naanner 
in  which  it  was  understood  by  the  great  men  who 
accomplished  the  revolution,  he  says,  **they  sup- 
posed from  the  moment  it  became  a  Constitution 
it  ceased  to  be  a  compact  and  became  a  funds- 
menUil  law."  And  in  sec.  .352,  he  emphatical- 
ly says,  "there  is  nowhere  found  upon  the  face 
of  the  Constitution,  any  clause  intimating  it  to 
be  a  compact,  or  in  any  wise  providing  for  its 
interpretation,  as  such." 

Sucli  are  the  conclusions  of  the  author  on 
whom  the  gentleman  relies.  He  utterly  annihi- 
lates the  idea  of  a  Constitution  being  considered 
n  compact.  It  is  not  for  him,  (Mr.  S.,)  toex- 
press  any  opinion  of  the  soundness  of  Judge  Sto- 
ry's conclusions,  as  to  the  character  and  effect  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  ^'tates.  His  only 
purpos<2  now,  was  to  show,  that  the  gentleman 
is  not  sn<!tained  by  the  author  in  his  position. 

Mr.  S.  then  said,  his  learned  friend,  from  Ce- 
cil, had  cited  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Webster  oit 
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this  subject,  to  show  their  conformity  with  hi-^,  With  the  same  emphasis,  lie,  Mr.  Spbncer,  would 

(Mr.  AfcLane's.)  The  (gentleman  from  Kent  had  rvpt- at.  that  he  had  never  hi  t'ore  heard  any  ifalef- 

denied  that  Mr.  Webster  had  hustaiited  any  mch  mnn  or  jnritt  nnitend  that  our  State  Cfonstitu- 

doctrine.     He  knew  him,  he  said,  too  wi-ll,  to  tiiutionK  wen;  to  he  continued  an  compacts  or 

belicTe  ibr  a  moment  tliat  any  thing  couUl  be  airreenKMits,  ami  he  w.mn  triad  to  find,  that  id  this, 

found  in  a  speech  of  his,  sustaining  the  gentle-  J udire  Story  sustained  bim.     He  then  cited  and 

man.    He  had  read  the  speech,  and  noihin};  liko  reacl from  *«er . .'{37  of  hin,  (Story  *s,)  commeDtaries. 

it  could  be  found  in  it.     Mr.  S.  li»oui;ht  tlicgen-  -,..  ,. .        ..      i    .     „. :  i     i  .i„«„  tv,^*    f.,j«« 

Ueman  was  mistaken,  and  had  not  road  far  enoMtch  M ••.('•«*>"•  ^Rs  i.rr..  said,   1  deny  that  Judge 

or  with  proper  care.     He  begird   leave  to  hmVt  ^t«»ry  savs  any  mhU  thm^, 

him  tothe  same  speech,  delivered  by   Mr.  Web-  ■'^1»*-  ^'PKscKn.     1  say  ho  docH. 

ster  in   reply  to   Mr.  Calhoun,  FYhruary  IHth,  Mr.  Citamki.us  rend  t)ic  preceding  sentence. 

1833,  on  Uie  bill ''further  to  provide  for  the  eol-        »,     ..  i.         ui  i-     u-— 

l«.tiin  nf  H.,ti«in.i  imnnru '»    ili.   ..Mrtinniorlv        Mr  ^I'F.scr.R.     It  would  bc  necessary  foj  huu 

how  that  Judp 

of  compaet  m 

soeeches  puviTiiiiifiu     m-,  v*vir.  »?.<y  wuuiu  assert  without 

^  '  fear  uf  hr.(!ee!.^ful  contradiction,  that  he  was luUy 

It  is  u  follows:  snstajnid liy  hini.    At  tiiu  section  referred   to, 

after  elucidating  the  question 
iguished  men, 
our  knowl- 
statesman, 
ititutions.^* 
Yiew  to  be 


regret  tliat  I  venture  to  ditlcr  with    yr^-^' "-••"- c"\,7Jl''<,'*y,'''n^iJi\?if!^Vi' 

u:^  ..»«»«  «^:»4      ii:^  ^.v: „,.,.-      •-    ..--  -« i  "»  rusiwrct  to  anv  of    our  Sslatu  Constitutions." 

limi  on  any  pomt.     His  opinion^:,  sir,  are  redo-  .     .  '.           ... -.  ,              ....    ... 

t     »  ^c  4,if     y *-■-         I*              .   J-  »■        -11  Aeaiii  iH  sec.  .i.i.>,  he  says,  **tlietrue 

lent  of  the  doctrines  of  a  very  distinguished  '  7        .•        w..  .    /^      :..-..    :.  .i 


school,  for 

of  whose 

of  the  gentlem 

In  the  results 

about  some 

the  Constitution  is  a  compact 


consent  or  agreement.    TJie  Constitution,  sir,  is  ,""      ,      *,     "'!'    *;'"'"  Ti  irrrorTf 3om7nt«i 

-^»  -  m^..*m.zlt  k..«  *u,.  —  ..u  «p« »*^^«   -,    „  deemed  such  contract^,  rather  than  fundamental 

not  a  contract,  t>ut  the  result  Ota  contract,  mean-  ,  u    i  i     .i         ..  .»:.»..  »^».a*     tk* 

, -•_  .  -  ^  .1  .      t*       I   1  laws,  prescribed  by  tlic  sovtrreijni  power.     1  ne 

i!?^^L?t  U  «  ™rl^l.?t  n^or      aTI.^  cnclu^ion  to  which  ,vc  hav«  arrived,  ft,  that  . 

SS  ST^^m^m  ^7?!^  n^rS?  ....     •  •!   1  St^l"  Conslitution  is  no  fnrthrr  to  he  deemed  a 

^  ^  S!!^Tn.!i    ■    t  P  T  ?•     1'*''  compart,  tlia,.  it  is  a  matter  of  consent  by  the 

States,  when  adopted,  it  has  become  a  Constitu-  i     i  ■    i       .i  ^      .     .\ai  «««  .«  ;«.  ™..; 

tion^  And  again,  hi  says,  in  the  same  place,  P-*;^^''**' ^"717%'!;"'^'^"^  /r'"^ 

"  Sothe  Constitution  of  the  Unitc<l  Stales  founded  !i'^>^.»'^'  ^"'^  .^''?^  »»^  proper  character  is  that  of  a 


not  tne  compact,  but  the  reau  It.     When  tic  pco-  ,4.    •    r,.     ...1 /i    „i«  i»     a...i  ..».o:n 

-.1- •^V.-^l*  *   -^..-  *      ^1       .11  reculalion  ot  llic  wliole  p<M)plc.'      And  again 

pie  agree  to  erect  a  government,  and  actually       **  .,  ,„  »  ,       ,.   »;.    <•#,:«.  r'^„. «:♦..♦;««  ;.  iL^^n 

!r_-.JIu  «u..  fu:  -  :»  i?»    ^  J  »i  .    ■  sec.  .UU,  he  .says, ''a   estate  (.'Onstitution  is  tnen 

erect  Jt,  the  thing  is  done  and  the  argreenient  is  ■    »*  .  »    1  *   .  >:«*.^  .=„«..„  ....1   ^«i«  «    i»« 

.  _^  _  J     rru^"       ^-   ^        t    F     1.1         ,  in  a  lust  anil  appropriate  sense,  not  only  a   latp, 

at  en  cod.    The  compact  is  executed  and  the  end  u  •  "^  1        r...  «i.«  „J,.«.„«,««.  «p  «ii* 

<i..:»»i..i  kv  St    «t««;r.«.i      u..»«.r».iK  ti.    r    •♦  ^"l «   svurfme  law,  for  the  government  ol   the 

desynedby  it,  attau|ed.     Henceforth  the  fruit  ^-h^ie  n,/opU...-    And   again,   "it  would  be  an 

SLi^TIL  own  «c?o„'±hm^nt  ?S^"""^"°^  '^  extraordinary  use.  of  Inupiag.,  toconsidera  dec- 

mei«ed  m  its  own  accomplishment  ,^^^^5^^^  ^^^  ^^^,,^^^  j,^  ^  Constitution,  and  especial- 

Oan  language  be  more  explicit?  And  does  ly  of  ri-hts  whirh  it  prodainw  to  be  unalienable 
not  the  authority  cover  the  wiiolo  ground  of  the  ""d  iudefeasabie,  lo  be  u  mutter  of  cmuraet.' 
debate,  aod  leave  the  gentleman  without  a  spot  Uow  now  does  the  (|ue<tiun  stand.  The  gentle- 
to  reit  on  ?  But  the  authorities  arc  mom  expliu-  man,  in  ordi-r  to  •'liow  that  the  tnaji>rity  have  no 
it.  If  possible,  still.  Remember  that  the  point  riglittor}ianp'tiKirf(>rmof;j:nvernment,exceptin 
under  consideration,  is,  whether  our  State  Con-  th«;  pri:s(  ribi'il  im»h\  took  the  ground  that  they 
slitotlon  can  be  considered  and  treated  as  a  con-  could  liind  ih('nt-i>Ive4  i)V  a  ( -(institution, which  be> 
tract.  This  is  the  true  point.  This  is  the  point,  came  a  <uinp:irt  cr  runtract.  But  he  is  coiitradic- 
widiout  which  the  gentleman's  whole  fabric  ted  by  thi.autiioriliiv*.  They  all  show  tiiatgovem- 
cnimblce  and  (alls.  He  has  said,  very  emphati-  ment  is  not  a  ronijmct,  but  u  fundamental  law, 
ciflja  in  reference  to  a  remark  uttered  by  the  pre<»cribcd  bythoMipremu  power  of  the  State — 

gentleman  from  Cecil,  that  he  never  before  had  tlmt  the  supreme  power  have  :it  all  times  a  right 

card  ioch  an  opinion  expressed,  until  tliis  day,  to  chniii^c  ami  remodel  their  form  of  government 

•ftuio   iTomiiii  eighlttn  hundred  and  Jijty-one  i  in  the  manner  tlicy  may  appoint— and  tiiat  the 


paople  conitituta  the  lupnnu'  peutr.  And  ii 
lliaiB  snjthinc  novel  in  such  adoclrine^  Do 
Dotthe  knthontiis  all  lusUin  it^  Is  it  not  the 
doolrine  or  the  first  and  bMt  men  of  tha  country? 
Wu  it  not  endonedby  the  gtateamen  ofthertiTolu- 
tion?  Itis  the  foundation  on  which  our  whola 
nritem  Ksti.  It  is  ihe  rock  on  which  he  rsited 
all  bla  fiith,  Sy  what  suthorily  are  we  now 
conTened  in  this  Convention !  I>  it  not  bj  virtue 
oflhe  will  of  the  majority  ?  Will  nnj  one  lay 
that  weare  auembietl  in  Convention,  under  the 
Conilitution  f  Certainly  the  gentleman  from 
Kent,  will  not  sny  so,  furheloalcstolhe  mnjorily 
oflhe  people  to  ■unction  what  we  may  do,  and  to 
lequieoencebythegoTDrnmenttogiTe  itvalidtly. 
Hai  Ills  apirit  of  intubordination  exhibited  itielf 
'— e?  Arewetbecrealurworuiemob!  And  ifwe, 


DDTetnment,  and  the  formation  of  a  new  org;anic 
law,  what  righlhaTs  we  to  distrust  the  lame  quiet 
exercise  of  the  euiie  power  in  (viure?  Thrice 
blTetfaB  people  of  this  Stale,  met  in  Conveotion, 
abOTB  and  without  any  constitutional  provisions 
toguidelhem.  Amidst  thcwsrof  tlie  rcrolu- 
tion,  they  framed  the  Constilulion  under  which, 
with  alterationi,  we  have  lived  to  the  present. 
In  ITSe,  they  ratified,  in  Conventioo.  (he  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Blates.  And  they  have 
again  met  in  lliii  Convention.  Each  and  all  of 
tnese  Conventions  were  hy  virtue  of  Hie  supreme 
powerof  the  people.  In  each  case  it  was  dis- 
ctmU*  and  prudently  eieiciied.  Why  then  dis- 
trnatthe  prudence  of  the  people  ?  I  have  no  fear 
of  lbs  rMult.  He  would  then  un hesi Is tingly  sup- 
port the  •mendmenl  of  his  Triend,  (Mr.  t-reist- 
mtn,)  And  ba  would,  witlieijual  pleasure,  sup- 
port the  a.mendmcntof  the  gnntleman  from  Cecil, 
(Mr.  McLaoc,) 

The  fim  amendment  asserts  the  riglil  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  second  declares  it  to  be  our  duly  to 
provide  a  remedy,  for  the  oierciae  of  the  ri^ht. 
Tbiswai  what  he  desired.  He  was  for  indica- 
ting and  following  the  mode  prescribed  in  the 
Constitution.  Ii  was  convenient  and  desinblc, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  would  prove  satisfactory  la 
the  people — IhcKluihpeoplt.  To  the  amendment 
of  the  gentlcmnn  from  Kent,  he  was  opposed, 
because,  whilst  it  admits  Ibc  right,  it  fetters  it 
ID  its  eierciso.  In  the  same  bieaili  that  it  ad- 
miti.  It  don  ies  and  n 


Jilt. 


Mr.  Bmbht  withdrew  the  demand  fbr  tb*  pr*- 
vioui  question. 

Mr.  CiiiHBEM  of  Kent,  withdrew  his  auBud- 
inent  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  gentlenan 
from  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLaoe,)  to  offer  Ihe  propo- 
sition he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  C.  in  withdrawing  the  amendment  gave 
notice  that  he  should  vole  for  tlie  amendment  of 
the  eenlleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLane,)  with 
the  intention,  oder  that  had  been  adopted,  ofrn- 


wilhdnwn. 

And  therefore,  the  question  recurred  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  PaEssTUAK. 

Mr.  McLamb  then  moved  to  amend  that 
amendment,  by  adding  at  tbe  end  thereof,  Ibt 
following: 

"Provision  ought  therefore  to  be  made  in  the 
Constitution  now  to  be  formed,  wherebT  the  ez' 
erciieofiuch  right,  atreasonabio  periiKli,and  in 
Conventional  Assemblies,  would  be  secured  and 
regulated." 

Mr.  PsEiSTUAH  accepted  this  amendmeot,  U 
a  modificBllDn  of  liis  own  proposition. 

Mr.  JEHiFBBKiid,  behod  intended  to  fotefa^ 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil, 
(Mr.  JlcLane,)  and  then  to  vote  against  both 
propositions.  He  also  intended  to  vole  againit  tbe 
amendment  of  tbo  ^nllemin  frotn  Kent,  (Mr. 
Chambers,)  because  he,  (Mr.  J.)  believed  Ifai 
whole  provision  to  be  in  the  bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  DoHiEv  proposed  to  oDer  an  amendment 
upon  which  hu  was  proceeding  lo  make  bomb 
remarks — 

Mr.  Dbent  of  Ballimorc  city,  submitted  that 
the  previous  question  had  been  withdrawn  by 
him,  not  for  the  purpose  of  generoJ  discassicn, 
but  for  explanation  merely. 

Mr.  DuHsEV  yielded  the  iloor. 

Mr.  BasNT  moved  Iheprevigus  question. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken  the  Con- 
venllon  refused  lo  second  Die  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  modified 
amendment  of  Mr.'PaEisTjiAW, 

iMr.  DoasET  llieti  offered  llic  following  ai  ED 
—  endment  to  tlio  modified  amendment  of  Mr. 


Mr.  BasNT  of  Baltimore  city,  said,  he  had  de- 
siivdand  intended  to  liave  submitted  some  re- 
marks. But  as  he  supposed  tliat  tbe  Convention 
muit  be  wearied  of  the  long  discussion  which 
had  taken  place  on  this  question,  he  would  forego 
hil  right,  and  call  for  Ihc  previous  question. 

Mr.  McLahe  enquired  of  the  cliair,  what  (he 
main  question  would  be. 

The  pBciiDEHT  replied,  that  the  pendiiigques- 1 
tionwaaon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman' 
from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers.) 

Mr.  McLahe.    I  can  only  say  that  if  Hiatpro. 
position  ihouU   not    prevail,  I  shall  oBcr  the 
'    tat  which  I  indicated  on  Friday  last. 
convarsalioQ   followed  when,  for  pur 
BiplanalioD, 


Pbees- 

Insert  after  the  words  "Uiey  have,"  in  the  Bat 
line  the  following:  "according  to  ttiemndepte- 
scrihed  in  this  Constitution,  and^ttic  laws  made 
in  pursuanee  thereof." 

Mr.  DotttEv  desired  toaay  a  few  words  on  tha 
subject  of  his  amendment.  Tlie  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Cecil  diil  not,  in  his  opinion, 
accomplish  tbe  object  which  tliat  centieman,  ai 
he  undentoofl  him,  professed  lo  have  in  view. 
The  proposition  he  now  offered,  was  restriction 
of  the  manner  in  which  tlie  Conslitulion  miilit 
be  amended.  He  asked  llie  gentleman  from  Ce- 
cil ifit  was  acceptable  to  him.  (Mr.  McLaoa 
Indicated  his  dissent.)  He  understood  that  it 
was  not.  He  knew  not  why,  unless  the  gentle- 
man from  Cecil  was  aiming  at  a  diflerent  objeet 
from  that  of  which  he  supposed  him  to  be  io  tbe 


It  he 


indi  it  lo  th 


Aahe  undanlood  this  propMiliunuf  the  f;cntlis 
man  from  Bkllimore,  after  ibi  HmcTi<Jnient  b;  (hr 
genUemui  from  Cecil,  il  Ihc  pcopli  of  Daltimon 
were  to  tall  a  mBctiiiE  at  ihe  market  tioune. 
witboul  uBf  aiithoritj  uf  [aw  or  public  iiolice  for 
that  porpose,  and  ihonld  milie  a  new  Con^ililu- 
UOD,  and  a  majorilj  of  the  people  of  the  IJtate, 
baing  there  in  attendance,  tiinuld  adopt  the  Con- 
■litutum  tfaiu  fornieiJ,  it  would  become  the  liw 
of  the  land.  It  wan  rail)  that  thii  inalienable 
richt  of  the  people,  ileclared  in  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Raltimore,  was  recognized 
in  other  State  Conali  tut  ions,  and  Uial  it  did  n 
imply  nrolulioDarj  actioD. 

He  mdsntood  the  g«n([eman  Trom  Cecil 
■T,  that  M  he  unilemMxl  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Biliiniore  il  meant  nothing  more 
than  that  the  people  iniglit  asucmble,  but  that 
their  aaMubliei  must  be  provided  Tor  by  Ihe  then 
exiitingCoiMtitution  or  soma  l.«giilative  enact' 
■■pt  in  cODformilT  Iheralo.  If  that  was  the 
riaw  of  the  genlleman  from  Cecil,  and  hia 
■awndnent  nMlained  il,  he  concurred  with  him; 
•nd  woald  deaire  that  Iiii  amendment  might  be 
adoptad  in  order  that  tiie  public  mind  might  be 
relieved  oo  the  aubject.  If  tlie  House  would 
adopt  an  amendment,  bj  which  it  \*  provided 
thalanj  cbaiiga  muit  be  made  arrording  tu  Ihe 
CoBitUutioD,  or  act  of  the  Legislature  paiseii 
for  the  piirpoas,  the  American  priuciplc  on  Ihii 
■ubject  irould  be  cairicd  out. 

ir  the  the  gentleman  from  Cecil  de«igned  to 
eitahlish  auch  a  course  of  proceeding,  hit  amend- 
ment waa  wboll;  madequale  lo  the  accomplish- 
-— It  of  hia  object.    It  wair  important  lo  hare 


lo  It  b]r  the  ^nllenian  from  Cecil. 
the  power  in  an  aucmblr  of  the  pco- 
~  Bout  public  notice,  by  the  >ecret 
idduals,  held,  if  you  please,  at  Ibe 
■ariMt  boon  of  Baltimore,  to  clinn^  or  abolish 
the  form  of  Koremment,  without  cuniplyin;;  with 
aaj  Itgal  aaDction  whatever.  They  may  Jo  this, 
aad  IB  a  weelcaAarmaj  call  another  meeting  and 
baie  a  new  Conalitution,  and  thin  tliev  may  go 
OS,  chai^ng  the  government,  week  aner  weelr, 
and  jeir  after  jrear.  Wiih  a  goremmunt  ofsuch 
a  character,  no  one  would  consider  himself  safe 

il.    Yet  the  Kenllen.- 

If  the  ceit- 
Duld  agree  lo  the  moilifica- 
tkm  DOW  pmpcoed,  he,  (Mr.  U.,)  would  acceed 
to  hia  amandmant  and  ailniit  its  sufficiency.  With- 
out it,  ttMameDdment  of  the  gentleman  would  be 
•ntirair  inenffieient.  If  tlie  gentleman  means 
ttU  the  Comtitotion  ihall  only  be  changed  in  the 
IwmerheWopoiei,  and  will  to  frame  liii  amend- 
>Mst,  then  na  wonld  agree  with  him.  But  if  it 
^  intauded,  u  its  pcniial  would  indicate,  to  ad- 
>ttit  the  prinetplaa  of  the  ameadoaut  of  Iho'gen- 


recognise  the  nt 
pie,  eaUed  wilnoi 


9A 


tlenan  from  Baltimore,  then  the  gentleman  from 
Cecil  teeras  rather  to  lecopiize  Ihan  defeat  their 
object.  The  origiDal  piopoaition  only  auertt  the 
broad  principle  that  the  people  have  ihe  iualiBBa- 
ble  right  lo  alter  or  a-nend  or  make  a  new  Con- 
stiluiioni  the  amendment  uf  the  gen tleman  from 
Cecil  oilier  point)  nut  one  way  in  which  this  may 
he  done;  it  imposes  no  restriction  on  the  origi- 
nal riglil  bci[<g  exercised  by  the  people  in  any 
other  way.  The  lawless  exerciie  of  such  a  pow- 
cr  wad  attempted  in  Rhode  Island,  where,  per- 
haps, a  bloody  war  was  only  prarenled  by  eireum- 
slancei  that  might  not  apm  occur.  And  it  should 
be  remembered,  that  noma  penoni,  but  a  few 
jears  past,  called  a  like  meeting  of  Ihe  people  at 
Annapolis,  to  make  u  Cuiitlilulion,  and,  but  fbr 
the  vigor  of  Governor  Vcaxy,  there  mig^t  hava 
been  a  civil  war  (leic. 

If  (hegentlemiii  from  Cecil  would  adopt  the 
amendment  now  oBered,  nrescribing  the  mods  in 
which  only  a  change  of  the  Consiiiution  mull  be 
made,  he  would  be  highly  gialifiedi  otherwite  the 
genllvnian's  amciidinciil  amounts,  only,  to  a  re 
commendation  lo  adopt  a  parlicularmode;notM- 
cludiii);  llie  people  from  the  practice  of  any  mode 
''lej  might  see  fit  to  select. 

The  Jiflisrenee  of  opinion  which  exists  aa  (o 
.e  meaning  of  ihe  amendment  uf  llie  gentleman 
from  C!eci1,  allows  liow  necessary  it  id  that  our 
contlitulioiial  provisions  should  be  so  explicit  a* 
to  prccluda  atf  cnntrariely  of  interpretation  upon 
■uhjecl ;  inch  would  Iw  the  result  of  tho 
ndmenl  I  propose,  and  which  the  gentleman 
from  Cecil  thinks  i^i,  in  I'H'eel,  identicB  with  hi* 
iMy  objection  lu  the  geiitlemi^  amend- 
>,  that  It  will  leave  the  door  open  for  fre- 

people,  formed  ueh 
ut  lime  for  delibera- 
of  law.     Asaeom- 
liie,  lie  would  be  willing  tu  l^ke  a  proviiian 
the  Lcgiilalure  should  presciilie  the  necei* 
formula  lo  Ihe  confentian  of  the  people,  or 
.  .  representatives.    The  Legislature,  perhape, 
might  exert  tho  abstract  right  wiilioiit  such  pr»- 
but  he  would  prefer  making  it  plain  by  a 
in  the  Constitution,     lie  rupcaled,  that 
idinent  of  the  gentleman  rruiii  CeicI  left 
[he  people  free,  in  llieir  prinury  usiembltes,  lo 
''  :r,  criani^  or  abrogate  the  Coiulitiition,  as  in 
original  amendment  uf  the  genllcinan  from 
Baltimore.     And  the  elt'eul  would  be,  that  when- 
ever Baltimore  shall  have  a  population  greater 
Ihan  all  the  other  parts  uf  tho  State,  as  must  soon 
'  -  the  case,  diey  muy  get  up  a  meeting  at  tho 
irket  house,  give  no  notice  lo  the  other  parta 
tlie  Slate,  and  thus  change  tlie  whole  form  of 
fcrnment.    At  some  future  period,  Baltimore 
ghi  thus,  in  a  single  day,  overthrow  the  Con- 
iution.    This,   he   would  guard  agninit.    He 
s  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Cecil  would   not 
ite  with  him  in  his  cllort  to  do  to  by  acceplbg 
lus  amend  moiit. 
Mr.   Baes-T,  of  Baltimore  city,  said,  he  felt 
strong  teinplation  lo  make  some  remarks,  but 
e  was  so  anxious  that  the  ()uestii>n  should  be  ta- 
_Bn  on  these  abstract  propoailions,  that  lie  would 
again  call  for  llie  pievious  questioa. 


ler  sudden  excitrmciil, 
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Some  conversation  followed. 

After  whinh, 

The  question  was  taken;  and 

There  was  a  second  to  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Which  main  question  was  first  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  DoRSEY. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  the 
\cas  and  nays  which  \vcre  oi'dcred,  and  being  ta- 
ieii,  wcrea>  follows: 

.iffirmntivr — Me.ssrs. Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, lilukislone.  Dent,  HupuwcU,  Lee,  Cham- 
Eers,  of  Kent,  Mitclicll,  Donaldson,  Dorsey, 
Wells,  Randall,  Kent,  Wcems,  Dalrymplc, 
Bond,  Sollers,  Brent  of  Charles  county,  Merrick, 
John  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Doshicll,  Williams, 
Goldithorou^^h.Ecclesiton,  Phelps,  Bowie,  Sprig;f;, 
MeCubbiii,  Diricksor.,  Me  Master,  Hearn,  Fooks, 
Jacobs  .111(1  Kilgour. — .'io. 

MgiUiir — Mcsyre.  Jenifer,  Huchanan,  Bell, 
Welch,  Kidgely,  Colston,  Chambers  of  Cecil, 
IVtillur,  •McL:inc,  Spiuurr,  Gruson,  George, 
WrightjShriver,  iSappiiigton,McMenry,  Mograw, 
Nelson,  Tliawley,  (iardcastle,  Gwinn,  Stewart 
of  Baltinioiccity,  Prcsstnian,  Ware,  Fiery,  John 
Newcomer,  Brewer,  Weber,  Hnllyday,  Slicer, 
Fitzpatrick,  Shower  and  Cockey — 34. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  at^recing  to  tlie 
modified  amendment  of  Mr.  PuESbTUAK,  as  thus 
amondcdA 

Mr.  JeiUfer,  (to  the  President.)  Is  it  in  or^ 
der  now  to  move  thai  tlie  whole  subject  be  laid 
on  the  table? 

Tlin  PRbsiDENT.  Tho  motion  is  not^ow  in 
order. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  point  of  or- 
der, in  which 

Messrs.  Uren't,  of  Baltimore  city,  Jenifer, 
and  the  President  took  {Nirt. 

Mr.  SpEN'cKn,  when  hth  name  was  called,  gave 
notice  that  he  should  vote  in  the  affirmative  on 
the  amendment,  as  also  upon  the  amendment  as 
amended,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  here* 
after  to  inuvc  a  i  cc.onsidcration  of  tlie  vote  there- 
on. 

The  qucfctioii  then  recurred  and  was  put  upon 
t!ie  umendineiit  as  uinendiHl;  and 

Detcrniined  iii  tho  utiirniative. 

The.  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  appeared 
as  fnllow.-j: 

..'Iffirmutive — Messrs.  Morgan,  Iilakistone,Dent, 
Hopewell,  Lee,  Clisnnher*  of  Kent,  Mitchell, 
Donaldson,  Dorsey,  WelU,  Randall,  Kent, 
Weenis,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Sollers,  Brent  of 
Ch.irles,  Mt-rriek,  Colston,  John  Deimis,  Cris- 
field, D:i5«hiell,  Willinrnh,  Goldsburough,  Ec- 
olcsUin,  Phelps,  Bowie,  Sprigjr,  McCubbiii,  Spen- 
cer, Wrii^lit,  Diriok^on,  McMaater,  Mearn, 
Fooks,  Jacob*,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  Kilgonr 
and  Cockey — 40. 

Xegaliee — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Jeni- 
fer, Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Kidgeiy,  Chambers 
of  Cecil,  Miller,  McLane,  Grason,  George, 
^hriver,  Sapf  i»gtoo,  McHenry,  Magraw,  I^el- 


son,  Thawley,  Hardcastlo,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of 
Baltimore  city,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Praait- 
man,  Ware,  Brewer,  Weber,  HoUyday,  Slicer, 
Fitzpatrick  and  Shower— 28. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

And  then  the  first  article  of  the  Report,  ai 
thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  second  article  oi  the  Report  was  read  as 
follows : 

Jtrt.  2.  That  the  people  of  this  State  ought  to 
have  the  sole  and  ^exclusive  right  of  regalatiiig 
the  internal  government  and  police  thereof.  ^ 

No  amendment  having  been  offered,  the  artiele 
wan  adopted. 

The  third  article  of  the  Report  was  read  u 
follows  : 

^rt.  3.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  tie 
entitled  to  the  common  law  of  England,  and  the 
trial  by  jury  according  to  the  course  of  that  lav 
and  to  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  English  slatatts 
as  existed  at  the  time  of  their  first  emigratioo, 
and  which  by  experience  have  been  fbiuii  appli- 
cable to  their  locjii  and  other  circumstances,  and 
of  such  others  as  have  been  since  made  in  Enc- 
land  or  Great  Britain,  and  have  been  introdueed, 
used  and  practiced  by  the  courts  of  law  or  equi- 
ty, and  ^Iso  to  all  acts  of  assembly  in  force  oa 
the  first  Monday  of  November,  1850,  except  such 
as  may  have  since  expired,  or  may  be  altered  by 
acts  of  tiiis  Convention,  or  this  Declaration  of' 
Richts,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  revisioa  of, 
and  amendment  or  repeal  by  the  Jjegislature  of 
this  State;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland,  are 
also  entitled  to  all  property  derived  to  them  ftws 
or  under  the  chaiter  granted  by  his  Majesty 
Charles  the  First,  to  Cxcilius  CalTart,  Baron  ui 
Baltimore. 

Ko  amendment  having  been  offered,  the  article 
was  adopted. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  Report  was  read  as 
follows : 

.4rf.  4.  That  all  persons  invested  with  the  Le- 
gislative or  Executive  powers  of  government  ars 
the  trustees  of  the  public,  and  as  such  account- 
able for  their  conduct;  wherefore,  wheneTcrtbe 
ends  of  government  are  perverted,  and  publie  lib- 
erty manifestly  endangered,  and  all  other  mesei 
of  redress  are  inefiectual,  the  people  may,  and  of 
right  ought  to  reform  the  old  or  establi^  a  new 
government;  the  doctrine  of  non-resistance  against 
arbitrary  power  and  oppression  is  absurd,  sUnsk 
and  destructive  of  the  good  and  happiness  cf 
mankind. 

No  amendment  having  been  offered,  the  arti- 
cle was  adopted. 

The  fifth  article  of  the  Report  having  bets 
read  as  follows: 

.9r(.  5.  That  the  right  in  the  people  to  ptrtiei- 
pate  in  the  Legislature  is  the  best  security  of  1^ 
erty,  and  the  foundation  of  all  free  goveminat, 
for  this  purpose  elections  ought  to  be  fkee  si^ 
frequent,  and  every  free  white  male  citixea  ksV" 
ing  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Coutiti- 
tion,  ought  to  iiave  the  right  of  suffrage;  ( 

Mr.  Bowie  moved  to  amend  the  sa^  article tf 
inserting  after  tlie  word  ''having,'*  in  the  fiKilv 
line,  the  following : 


n  intcreit  with,  and  an  tlUchmont  i 
to  the  communiijr: — and" 

Mr.  BowiB  uid  he  hoped  the  Braendment 
wonld  beacMpled  bj  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 
tnittM  mi  the  declaration  of  righl»,[Mr.  Dnrary.] 
and  thai  It  would  be  adopted  wiiliout  discuinion. 

Mr.  DoaNT  uid,  the  onl;  objection  to  (lie 
auMadnwat  was  that  it  was  iinnerciHarj,  ind  | 
mi^t  lead  to  lonie  difficult;,  becaAise,  ollliougli  i 
die  nter  might  hare  ertty  other  <i>ialilicatioTi.  { 
Tetaqueatian  mi<>hl  arise  with  the  jiiil^s  of' 
election,  whether  he  did,  in  fact,  po»!.eB>  a  cntn- 
raon  Interest  with,  and  aoaltachmeni  to  tliecom- 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amenil- 
nwnt  wa*  rejected. 

And  the  hflh  article  was  then  adoplrd. 

The  iixlh  article  woi  read  as  Ibllons: 

Jbt.  6.  That  the  li^istaliTe,  oxeculiTe  and 
jndieial  powais  oTcoTernnieiit  might  to  he  for- 
eTer  tepantB  and  distinct  from  earh  other. 

Mr.  Bbimt,  of  Baltimore  rity,  moved  the  fol- 
lorfaf;  imendment: 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  article  the  following 

"And  BO  person  or  perioiu  exercising  the 
fnnctioiiaof  one  of  said  departmenls,  sliall  as- 
annie  or  discharge  Uie  duties  of  any  other.'' 

Mr.  DoaaiT  luegesled  that  there  was  one  ilif- 
fieultv  which  patented  itselflu  his  mind,  if  Uiis 
aawnameot  should  be  adopted.  It  might  eiclude 
Uw  Sanata  of  Maryland,  that  highest  tribunal. 
appcnnted  by  the  Constitution  of  Maryland,  from 
sttliiig  Bi  a  court  of  appeals. 

Mr.  BiHNT  taid  he  presumed  that  the  Consti- 
inlian  would  make  pmvision  for  that  ease.  He 
had  aflared  his  amendniDnt,  brcause  the  old  atti- 
ela  in  the  bill  of  righie  did  not  prevent  a  mem- 
berof  the  Legislature  from  being  a  judge,  or 
•Ten  die  executive.  He,  tlierclbre,  desired  to 
ezelnde  from  the  Legislature,  any  member  of 
the  Jndieiary,  and  fiom  the  judiciary  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature.  Tlie  lubjeet  had  been 
jT — jHJiiereat  an  earlier  stage  oC  llie  ecssion  ; 
IB  law  no  harm  that  could   result  from  his 


ii  gricvaDGi-t 


Tbaqi 

.   of  Mr.  BaEKT   was 
adoplBd. 

And  the  sixth  article,  as  thus  amended,  nas 

"Ae  7th,  8th,  Sth,  lOlh,  11th,  and  T 211 1  articles 
were  aeterally  read  andadnpic),  ai  rollou's: 

■trt.  7.  That  no  power  of  Biupcndinj;  lawo,  or 
the  execution  oflaw*,  unless  by  or  derived  from 
the  Lefiilature,  ought  to  ba  exercised  or  al- 
lowed. 

■frt.  8.  That  freedom  of  speech  and  debate*, 


ifrt.  9.  That  Annapolis  be  thn  place  for  tlie 
meetlnforthc  Legislature;  and  the  Legialatuie 
ought  not  to  he  convened  or  held  at  any  olhei' 
|dwe  but  from  evident  necet)i[y. 

Jrl.  10.  That  for  tlie  redrens  of  grievances, 
■Dd  for  amending,  sliengthening  and  preserving 
the  lawa.,thB  Legislature  ought  to  bo  Crequently 


tion  the  Leeialature  lor  i 
in  a  peaceahle  and  orderly  m 

•3rl.  13.  T]ialni>  uid,  elian^,  tan,  bnrlhcn, 
fee  or  fi'es,  ought  tn  be  net.  ruled  or  levied,  uu- 
der  any  prutencc,  without  the  i:an?<uiit  of  the 
Le^islaturu. 

'['he  thirteen  article  wai  reail  as  follows: 

Jhl.  \3.  ThatpauperiioiiKlit  nut  Id  bca«es«ed 
fur  llie  rupiiort  uf  Uiiveiniiieiil.  hut  I'veiy  other 
pt'non  ill  (lie  State,  or  |M:rr.iin  lidldiiig  pmpcrtr 
Ihi'rein,  iiuclit  t^  r.uulnhiiti'  hi>^  proportion  uf 
piililin  la^i-H.  fur  the  sup|HirI  cf  Government, 
aceoriling  lo  hi'  actual  worth  in  real  or  pemonal 
pruperlr  ;  yet  Ones,  dutloi  ur  tatPS  may  properly 
anil  jiL'ilr  lie  irupositd  or  laid,  mi  wikom  or  pro- 
perly, with  a  piililieal  view,  fbr  the  good  govern- 
lueiit  and  beneRtorihc  roiuiiiuiiilj. 

.Mr.  KiLcovR  moved  to  amrnd  the  said  article, 
by  iiiicrling  the  following  words  inimedialely 
preceding  the  rin-I  woni  uf  ihf  said  article; 

'■Tlial  the  leryihg:  ta\c*  liy  tlie  nnll  is  grievous 
and  opprcoirc,  and  ouiflil  to  be  abolisliitl.'' 

Mr.  l>i>RSET  *lnli-d  ttiiit  thiK  •uliject  had  been 
brriirc  ttie  ConiTiiil>Gc.  'tl,rn^  wjn  a  ([ULiition 
under  e',n*idenilian.  •«  the  nibjifi  uf  rairiii^  a 
Fspitatiuntax.  or  pull  tui,  liir  the  purpose'of 
eilueation.  The  Cimiiiiiiii-i-  hid  llionKlil  it  l>e!'l 
to  i-irike  ilnut,  aiid  Iphvi'  it  tu  the  l.r^HlnUir?  lo 
act.  It  wa«  for  the  t^iti^ulinii  lo  dbi'ide  tli!!i 
qiiwlioii.  Thure  was  a  ^reai  deal  of  rniiitodiclury 
iiplnion  un  iltr  subject  iiinoiij;  the  |i«i|du.  Many 
persons  who*ubsi-ted  nn  lh«ir  lalmr  woro  willin;; 
to  lie  taxed  tut  this  rilijecl,  whil*  iiihris  wen- 
inn,  it  mui-l  remaiii.  \(  the  [.^.-i^i^lalurx 
imposed  the  lax,  and  11  pniviid  unacuepLuhle  lu 
the  people,  it  could  he  repealed. 

Mr.  iMiKRAiv  ashed  the  yea^  and  iiujn  on  the 
amendtnviit,  which  were  ordeted,  aiid  being 
lalren,  resuUed  as  follows: 

.;({fiiiii<t'r<.— Messrs.  Morgan,  Weems,  Dalryiii- 
ple,  ^iollerH.  Jvaifer,  Buchanan,  Welch,  Colston, 
Kccleslnii,  Phulm,  Miller,  Jiuwir,  Spiiicer,  Gra- 
Hw,  tieorge,  Wright,  Uirivksun,  McMaster, 
tihriver,  MuHenry,  Magraw,  Nelson,  Thawiev, 
llai'dcasllc,  Girinn,  Stewait  uf  Baltimore  city, 
Urent  of  ISaltin>orB  citv,  Pros^tmaii,  Ware,  Kie- 
ry,  Kilt;our,  Brewer,  Weber,  Ilollyday,  Slicer, 
Fil/patriclc  and  Sliower— 3ei. 

A rgiKirr.— Messrs.  Chapman,  PrGsid<>nt,  Rlak- 
istoiie,  Ueiil,  Hopewell,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Uor»ey.  Walls,  ftandsll, 
Kent.  Bond,  Brent  of  Charles,  Merrick,  Bell, 
Kidgely,  John  Uennio,  Crisllcl'l,  Uashielt,  Wil- 
liams, Goldshorongh,  ChambprsofCer.il,  Mc- 
I.,aiic,  Sprigg,  Alctjubbin,  FookR,  Jacobs,  ijap- 
pington,  John  Newcomer  and  Cockey—yi. 

So  Uic  ainCNilinL'nt  was  adopted. 

And  the  i|UF.'.tiun  recurring  on  the  adoplinn  of 
liie  ar-'  '    -    ■■- ''-'- 


Insi^rt  in  tlin  iimi  Utic  uf  the  article  after  tlin 

wonl  'property ,"  the  wonJa  "within  tlie  State.'' 

Mr.  RaxDALL  said,  that  bil  amendiDCiit  pro- 


powd  to  re-enact  Iha  clatiaeaf  tlia  old  Conilitu. 
lion.  The  diSeronce  between  ttui  and  the  arti- 
cle ai  propoud,  wag  a  suhatantial  one.  The 
aneudment  inliihiled  the  LcEulalure  from  |itu- 
ing  anj  bw,  fixing  property  oejund  the  limits  of 
the  Slate.  The  Btlunipl  to  tax  properlj  without 
■  the  State,  must,  it  Bcemed  la  him,  lie  a  failure  in 
'nine  cases  out  of  ten.  Thoae  upon  whom  the 
exorcise  of  the  power  devolieil,  had  no  meaos  of 
aoeertaining;  tlie  value,  or  cren  Ibe  oxistence  or 
that  property;  anil  thus  Uio  system  led  to  p* rjurj,. 
and  to  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  and  hence  was 
wrong  in  itself. 

Anothar  and  in  unanswenble  argument  was. 
that  propertr  wa«  retipgdisible  for  taxes  in  the 
comiuunily  in  whirh  it  existed.  Surely,  it  wa& 
wrong,  that  n  man  elinuld  be  compelled  to  paj 
taiealioth  in  and  out  of  the  State  for  the 
property.  It  seemed  to  him,  Ihnl  IhcrD  i 
be,  and  ought  to  be  no  distinction  between  reat 
and  personal  property  in  the  8ta(e  of  Maryland. 
If  there  was  (he  power  in  Ihe  one  case,  why  should 
there  not  be  in  the  others  He  contcndeil  alsr 
Ulit  the  system  was  nut  courteous  to  our  tistt 
States.  He  alluded  to  Hie  injurious  operalin 
which  this  examiile  would  have  upon  our  ow 
State  stocks,  if  other  Stales  should,  in  retalialiar . 
followthis  example;  and  argued  that  no  such 
las  ought  ti)  be  laid,  whether  regarded  either  in 
tbelighl  of  Juntice,  or  of  Miund  policy.  And  ht 
referred  the  Convention  to  a  letter  which  had  re- 
cently been  presented  by  Mr,  Cliamben  of 
Kent,  from  Mr.  Hall,  setting  forth  Ihe  evils 
which  resulted  from  the  taxation  of  property  tbiu 
tiEuated,  and  ils  injurious  operation  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland. 
Therefoni,  pending  the  question. 
The  Convention  adjourned  until  (o-mnrrow  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

SktUhiftlicRmaikaqfWt.Bnami.efCaTTiiU, 

Vie  30th  f^  Janvary. 
The  pendinf;  question  being  on  the  amendmcnr 

offered  by   Mr.  Chauierh,  of  Kent,  to  the 

amendment  of  Mr.  fnESiTkutN. 

Mr.  DnowK,  snid  :  he  came  to  Ihe  House  with- 
out any  intention  to  mahe  a  speech.  He  usually 
eon lentcd  himself  with  saying  what  he  tiioughl, 
and  aometimes  he  spoke  eameitly.  a.nd  afler  ex- 
pressing what  ho  had  to  say,  he  sat  down.  He 
recapitulated  what  he  had  said  yesterday  in  reply 
to  tlie  reforence  made  to  the  Dorr  case  in  Rhode 
Island  by  the  gentleman  from  i^omenet.  He 
adverted  to  the  ridicule  which  had  been  cast  on 
the  seventeen  gentlemen  who  had  voted  for  the 
popolar  basis  of  representation  by  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Dorset  and  othcm;  and  then  went  onto  state 
thuthe  had  replied  (hat  although  seventeen  was 
a  small  minority  out  of  sevuntv-seven  voles,  je( 
ihenameoflheconilituentsof  theee  seventeen, 
was  "legion."  They  represtnted  in  fact  a  majori- 
ty of  the  white  population  of  ihe  State.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Worcester  had  spoken  of  tlie  tjrwi- 
ny  of  a  majority.  The  phrase  was  entirelv  new 
to  him;  he  bad  never  read  of  it,  had  never  heard 
of  it  aotil  be  came  Into  this  hall;  and  he  w«  luh 


able  to  eonvinee  himself  Ihat  thete  wat  any  tnith 
in  it.  But  he  had  heard  of  the  tyranny  of  a  mi- 
nority. It  so  happens,  thai  the  majority  of  mem- 
bers of  this  body  represents  les*  than  ons-lhird 
of  Ihe  people  of  the  State.  He  could  not  com- 
prehend  how  government,  based  upon  the  majori- 
ty, could  be  called  a  tyranny-  One  of  our  leading 
principles  is,  that  mtjoriues  shall  govern;  and 
that  these  majorities  were  tyrants,  was  an  entire- 
ly new  doctrine.  He  could  easily  imagine  how 
a  minority  could  usurp  the  rights  and  trample  on 
the  rights  and  feelings  of  the  majority ;  and  Ihii 
sort  of  lyranny  was  ihe  first  Gtep  to  monarchy. 

OurfotefatiiEn  were  induced  to  lake  up  anna, 
and  to  resist  tyianny  to  obtain  politicai  right*  for 
ail  I  They  fought  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  a  few 
who  tyranniied  over  them.  He  expressed  hit 
inability  to  comprehend  some  of  tke  doctrinal 
and  some  of  the  phcsees  of  the  gonlleman  from 
Kent.  If  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  that  nutle- 
man  mre^correct,  they  should  prevail.  Bnttba 
language  of  that  gonlleman  was  new  to  hin. 
Tlie  gentleman  spoke  of  giving  tbe  pco[da  their 
rights.  He  conid  only  reply  that  his  consliluenti 
did  not  come  here  to  aik  alms.  They  under- 
stood  what  werr  their  rights,  and  tliose  they  would 
not  beg  for,  hut  demand. 

He  went  an  to  statolhat  his  ancestor*  tettlad 
where,  he  now  resides,  when  it  was  called  tba 
back  woods,  and  Baltimore  waa  a  araull  Iowa. 
The  papulation  of  the  Slate  was  then  principaUy 
to  be  found  on  both  sides  of  the  Cbeiapeaka 
Bay,  and  below  its  head.  The  Allegaoy  moan- 
lalnahad  probably,  at  that  time,  never  been  irad- 
dcnbythe  foot  of  a  white  man.  And  what  n 
DOW  the  condition  afthat  part  of  the  State?  Bal- 
timore city  and  Weslern  Maryland  conlain  a 
large  majority,  (perhaps  two-lhiids,)  of  tbt 
wealth  and  populalion  of  the  Slate. 

Our  forefathers  had  lived  under  Ihe  rule  of  a 
monarchy,  but  they  had  fought  for  their  libeitiea, 
contending  against  the  most  powerful  nation  en 
earth.  The  freedom  which  IJicy  achieved,  thev 
had  handed  down  to  us,  and  we  should  hand  it 
down  to  our  childreo. 

He  would  lell  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  haw 
ihis  reform  question  could  be  aeitled  cetlamly 
and  quietly.  Give  tis  a  Constitution  thatwilla^ 
cure  to  Ihe  people  Ihnir  rights,  and  nothing  Dton 
will  be  heard  in  tlie  w*y  of  complaint. 

Tlie  slate  of  thinp  was  this:  two-thirds  of  the 
people  of  the  State  have  no  political  rights. 
Could  any  one  suppose  they  would  remain  quial' 
Could  it  he  permitted  Ihat  the  one-third  ahould 
tie  down  and  control  the  two-lhirds>  Further  to 
illustrate  the  principle  for  which  he  contended, 
he  read  an  extract  from  Ihe  works  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson on  the  subject  of  Constitutions,  and  Ihe 
necessity  of  changes  in  laws  and  inatitutioDi  10 
keep  pace  with  the  limes.  That  was  the  princi- 
ple for  which  his  constituents  were  contendinc. 
They  asked  no  favor  of  the  Ulastern  Shore.  ><We 
out-number  you,  and  wu  think  we  are  ablete 
takecareof  ourselves."  Bui  there  is  nodiipai- 
among  them   to  exercise  tyranny  over  lb* 


suit  to  Ifa 
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unendment  of  the  gentleman  from  |  no  mode  should  be  pointed  out  by  which  it  should 


>reciaely  the  59th  article  of  the  old 

It  re-enacLs  that  article  without 

{  in  the  i'2tid  article  of  the  biJl  of 


Eiu  interposed  a  remark,  that  this 
isapprehcn&ion  of  his  purpose.  He 
per  that  the  mode  of  changing  the 


be  changed.  It  was  not  necessary  for  him,  w 
the  view  which  he  designed  to  present,  to  assert 
the  doctrine  that  the  right  was  to  be  exercised 
against  the  particular  forms  of  the  Constitution 


which  might  or  might  not  be  adopted.  On  that 
point,  he  had  as  yet  reserved  his  opinion. 
If  the  amendment  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Ce- 
fiould  be  specitied.  But  \vhen  the  cil,  (Mr.  McLane.)  should  be  brought  to  t  vote, 
m  Carroll  says,  that  the  proposition  i  he,  (Mr.  P.,)  might  fee!  himself  constrained  to 
in  its  clicct,  the  gentleman  from  vote  for  it ;  not  because  he  had  abandoned  the 
uted  to  him  a  purpose  he  never  in-  i  ground  which  he  had  originally  taken,  but  be- 

;  cause  there  was  not  one  single  word  in  that 

.in  conclusion,  stated  that  he  mere-  •"«"^™f;».V^^**'''  "^^L"*^  ^^^  ?""«'?'«  of  his 

te  effect  of  the  an»cndmrnt-of  the  ?7"  "  , "  here  were,  he  would  vote  against  it. 

M  gentleman  from  Kent,  he  would  "*..""Tu"l°r  Ihat  •mendmcnt  to  be  a  mere  as- 

Itdid,inrfiVct,sayto  the  people,  »erUon  that  the  right  exists,  and  to  point  out  a 

It  thou  go,  but  no  further."    If  it  1?^°  »"  ^'l!^*'  "'*f  "6^*^  «?aj   be  exercised  on 

lopted  now,  it  would  be  rendered  the  score  of  expediency.    If  the  gentleman  from 

s  operation,  before  a  new  genera-  ?"»'  |j^» '»  ''7^!P^i!  *^*'"**;^  thai  right,  be, 

»ass  away.    He  looked   upon  it  as  (Mr.  P.,)  repeated  that  he  could  not  have  voted 

nactmcnt  of  the  .'iOth  article.  This  [*?'^  the  amendment.     He  did  not  now  pledge 

jposed  to  say,  and  he  had  not  in-  T™* i  Ik  ^-    **^"°'"  **°"'<*  »»«'  «°tU  he  had 

'  this;  but  aflcT  the  hard  blows  he  '^®"™  "*®  discussion.     If,  however,  he  should  do 

from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  !?•  P«  "™«^t  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  voted 

i  not  remain  silent.  "'f.  »^  ^'  ^  ~?JP~"??<'»  looking  to  conventional 

^_^  reform ;  and  if  it  did  not  contain  the  germ  of  con- 
ventional reform  as  contra-distinguished  from  le- 

Henwr/;.so/Mr.  PRESiTMAN,F«6.  3,  gislative  reform,  he  would  not  vote  for  it  under 

mcnttotheBlllofRights,astothe  any  circumstances.    He  wished,  therefore,  that 

,.,*«,.    r          r  the   gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers.) 

people  to  alter  their  form  of  gov-  ^^^^^  bear  in  mind  that  although  genUemi 

c.  had  charged  him,  (Mr.  P.)  with  setting  up  the 

ERs.  of  Kent,  a^ain  took  the  floor,  doctrine  of  the  right  of  the  people,  short  of  the 

I   there  was  any  gentleman  who  revolutionary  right,  to  change  their  government 

•iews  of  the  gentleman  from  the  in  a  manner  different  from,  and  in  violation  of  the 

lOre,  [Mr.  Pre9«*tman,]  and  the  gen-  ^^^  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution,  he  never 

Cecil,  [Mr.  Mcl^ne,]  and  who  de-  had  asserted  that  doctrine,  as  it  was  unnecessary 

ird,  he,  [Mr.  C]  would  cheerfully  for  him  to  do  so.     He  had  proposed  his  amend- 
ment in  the  event  of  no  mode  being  pointed  out  in 

•MAN  saiJ,  he  desired  to  s«y  a  very  ^^  '-'""stitiition,  and  leaving  it,  therefore,  to  die 

,  order  lo'put  himself  right  before  SffP'*  W^'fl?  k'!."""?.'  '"'  /m"'?,'"';  x  "* 

.n.    It  xvas  not  his  intention  again  '''1"?;.''°''*  ,T      ••»  colleague  (Mr.  Brent.)  nor 

,on  its  ti,nr..    All  he  desired  ^a.  r,,  .K.J?!,.    n'^lT  ?»''•.  (Mr.  McUne.) 

the    u'««.llc.nan    from    Kent,  [Mr.  J^fL  „T„T»  ^^^  r     T-.*?-  "'"'''  ""  P*"P'» 

proeevd.;.!  with    his  remarks)  he  -""l^'^Pt  ?  "''I.S?"u''''?i'''"i'  «?T  ""^ 

land  precisely  the  position  which  ,"«Ml'2flMrhr±„''/"''5  t*l''il*!"t-  .J** 

Intended  to  take  at  the  commence-    ^^J^r2f,^!^^^!^?lll-r^'^^^\*"^'^^''- 

tical  with  that  upon  whieh  some  gentlemen  had 

contended  that  they  held  their  seaU  here,  that  is 

herclofore  slated,  the  amendment    to  say,  the  general  acquiesence  of  the  peonlc  m- 

embodicd  precisely  the  same  Ian-    dependent  of  legislative  acts.  * 

contained  in  the  bill   of  rights  of 

States  of  the  l.'nion,  and  he  would 

itate  to   the  Convention,   that  the  ■■ 

had  been  presented,  in  part,  upon 

krcotntTnlt't  ?he tit  WEDNESDAY,  February  5th.  1851. 

o  say  that  if  the  amendment  should  The  O>nvention,  pursuant  to  its  order  of  yes 

>llowing,  as  it  did,  the  form  of  the  terday,  met  this  day  at  11  o'clock. 

>f  right;?,  and  of  the  bills  of  rights  of  Prayer  was  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith. 

other  States,    there  sliould  be  no  The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

any  manner  in  the  Constitution,  Mr.VVKBERmovcd  so  to  amend  itastostate*the 

bout  to  be  made,  prescribing  any  fact  that  he  had  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  the 

ie  in  which  that  Constitution  should  motion  of   tlie  gentleman  from  Calvert,  ( Mr. 

WeemsJ  that  the  hour  of  meeting  be  eleven 

lerefore,  bo  in  harmony  with  hia  o^clock. 

'caiter,  in  forming  a  Constitution,  Some  conversation  followed. 
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It  appeared  that  when  the  yeas  and  nays  were  |     .Irl.  17.  That  every  free  man,  for  any  injury 
asked,  out  not  ordered,  it  was  not  usual  to  enter  '  done  to  him  in  his  |>crBon  or  property,  ougnt  to 


the  motion  on  the  journal.  i 

Mr.  Dorset  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  ! 
eitizensof  liowani   distrirl,  of  Anne  Arundel 
county,  praying  that  said  lluward  district  may 
be  constituted  a  separate  county.  • 

Referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on  i 
new  counties. 

Mr.  Donaldson  also  presented  a  petition  of 
■nndry  citizens  of  i>aid  district,  of  similar  im- 
port. 

Referred  to  the  sauie  committee. 

Mr.  D.  said  ho  would  take  orcusiun  to  remark 
that  be  heartily  concurred  in  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners. 

The  Convention  therefore,  passed  to  the  order 
of  the  day. 

THE  BILL  OF  niGHTS. 

Then  Convention  then  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the  report 
submitted  by  Mr.  Uoksky,  on  the  llth  ult.,  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  tlic  declaration  of 
rights. 

The  immediate  que!>tion  was  on  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  .Mr.  Randall,  yesterday,  and 
pending  at  the  hour  of  adjournment,  to  the 
13th  article. 

Mr.  Donaldson  held  the  floor,  hut,  on  hissug- 
cestion,  the  article  was  informully  passed  over 
for  the  present,  (Mr.  Kiindall  being  engaged  in 
the  argument  of  a  case  in  court.) 
I  The  fourteenth  article  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jlrt.  14.  That  sanguin.iry  laws  ought  to  ^^c 
avoided,  as  far  as  is  cori>i»l<>i)t  with  the  safety  of 
the  State;  and  no  law  to  itdlict  cruel  and  unusual 
pains  and  pctialties  ou>rlit  to  l)c  made,  in  any 
case,  or  at  any  time  heieaftrr. 

No  amendment  being  otH'rcd,  the  article  was 
adopted. 
The  fifteen  article  was  read  as  follows: 

•irt.  15.  That  rctro«ipcrtivc  laws,  punishing 
acts  committed  before  the  rxi^tence  of  «ucli  laws 
and  by  them  only  decbrerl  rriminal,  arc  oppres- 
sive, unjust  and  incompatible  with  liberty;  where- 
fore no  ex  post  facto  law  ought  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Dent  moved  to  amend  the  article  by 
striking  out  the  wi^rd-^  *Uxpnst  facto y"*  (which,  he 
said,  was  mere  vulgar  Laiiii.)  and  to  insert  the 
wonl  *'such,'*in  lieu  tlu-reul". 

Mr.  DoKSKY  thought  it  would  be  better  that 
the  amendment  should  not  be  adopted.  The  ex- 
pression •'«•  postfticto,^*  was  >o  well  understood 
by  the  profession,  and  by  all  law-givers,  and  he 
thought  it  would    be  inexpedient   lu   change   it. 

The  word  *'such,"  was  ini»ic  indelinite. 

Mr.  Dknt  withdrew  liis  onuMidnunt. 

No  further  anjendincnt  having  been  oflercd, 
the  fifteenth  arlirlc  w-.i.s  adopted. 

The  .MMtH-nth,  seventecnlli  and  eighteenth 
articles  were  read,  and,  no  ninendnienl  having 
been  offered  thereto,  was  adopted,  as  follnws: 

Jlrt.  IG-  That  nu  law  to  attaint  particuhir  per- 
sons of  treason  or  felony,  ought  to  be  made  in 
any  case,  or  utauy  time  hereafter. 


have  remedy  by  the  course  of  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  ought  to  have  justice  and  right,  freely  with- 
out sale,  fully  without  any  denial,  and  speedily 
without  delay  according  to  the  law  of  the  land. 

*ln.  18.  That  the  trial  of  facts  where  they 
arise,  is  one  of  the  greatest  securities  of  the  lives, 
liberties  and  estate  of  the  people. 

The  19th  article  of  the  bill  was  read  aa  fol- 
lows : 

Jlrt.  19.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecutions, 
every  man  hath  a  right  to  be  informed  of  the  ac- 
cusation against  him;  to  have  a  eopy  of  the  ia- 
dietment  or  charge,  in  due  time  (if  required)  to 
prepare  for  his  defence;  to  be  allowed  counsel, 
to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him; 
to  have  process  for  his  witnesses;  to  examine  the 
wit[icssns  for  and  against  him  on  oath;  and  to  a 
speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  without  whose 
unanimous  consent  he  ought  not  to  be  Ibuod 
guilty. 

Mr.  Mf.rrick  moved  to  amend  it,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "if  required.'* 

Some  desultory  conversation  followed,  in 
which  Messis.  IUakistonb,  Merrick,  Bccrajuv, 
DoKSBY,  CiwiKN  and  Bowie  took  part— tiler 
which 

Mr.  Merrick  witlidrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MiTciiKLL  moved  an  amendment,  imerlr 
ing  after  the  word  ^'counsel,"  the  words, 
**whcthcr  admitted  to  the  bar  or  otherwiae." 

Mr.  Mitchell  said,  he  made  the  amendmenl, 
in  behalf  of  a  very  modest  class  of  persona,  wbo 
might  not  be  able,  often,  to  avail  themaelvea  of  Ibt 
privilege  contemplated  by  it — hut  he  desired  that 
the  privilege  should  at  least  be  extended  to 
them. 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Heisn. 
Phelps  and  Miti  hell. 

Mr.  Dorset  thought  this  was  rather  an  extra- 
ordinary amendment.  There  wns  an  old  wyiag 
at  the  bar,  that  a  suitor  who  was  his  own  coun- 
sel, had  a  fool  for  his  client.  He  cited  a  ease 
within  his  own  experience  in  which  a  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Anne  Arundel  had  undertakes 
to  manage  his  own  case,  which  was  unquestiona- 
bly ROod  in  itself — hut  which  became  so  involved 
by  the  manucr  in  which  it  was  conducted,  thst 
the  jury  must  have  given  a  verdict  against  bio. 
(Laughter.)  The  court  then  recommended  hia 
to  lot  his  counsel  take  charge  of  the  case. 

Mr.  D.  thought  that  the  adoption  of  ■oehsB 
amendment  would  he  attended  with  very  injuri- 
ous efl'ects,  and  that,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  pro- 
fession, but  of  the  parties  thcmselTes,  it  ongkt 
not  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Mitchell.  1  withdraw  the  amendmnt. 
I  feel  that  1  should  be  in  a  very  bad  perdieaaWDt 
myself.     (Laughter.) 

So  the  amendment  was  withdrawn. 

And  then  the  I'Jth  article  was  adopted* 

Mr.  DiRicKsox  rose  to  offer  an  amendmeit 
to  it. 

The  President  said,  the  nuestion  bad  bees 
finally  taken,  and  the  article  adopied. 

Mr.  DiRicKSON.     1  was  desirous  to  ofou 


r 

ru.    Move  a  icparite  article. 

b  Voicu.     Mova  I  re-consideritliiin. 

)EKH)K.    1  did  not  vote  Torllie  article. 

ii.ri.    1  did — ami  I  more  a  re'Contid- 

o  Ui»t  the  gelitlemnn,  (Mr.  Uirick- 

aStt  hii  umeiidmeDt. 

LicuoH  oflered  tlie  rullowlag  ameiid- 

ihe  end  of  iJie  article,  the  fullowlDg' : 
Mn  ha  trial,  tii!*  coiinMl  afaall  have  Die 
ifmaliingthe  cluiing   addrcaa  to  Uii: 


V  tbn  aiDeadmerit  would  tn 

MBT  moTed  to  amend  tlio  amendment 
■t  the  end  thereof,  tlic  following : 
iu  the  Stale  have  tho  Kame  right  of 
g  jurora  Itiat  the  acniscd  has.'' 
I  question  being  on  the  amendment  la 

BWAKT,  of  fialtimore  citj,  asked  the 
mja,  which  were  orJorod,  and,  heing 
«  ai follows: 

ite — Meurs.  M  organ,  Blaki stone, Dent, 
of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Durxc]', 
nt,  Weems,  Pollers,  Brunt  of  Charirs, 
Jeoirer,  Chandler,  Jnhn  Dennis,  Wil- 
idtborough,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  SicCubhiii, 
Prcutmiin,  Davis,  and  Hollydaj — Qi'i. 
I — Menrs,  Cliapman,  Primiilent,  Ijee, 
:,  Bond,  Uuchartan,  Beit,  Welch, 
Colston,  Da^iiell,  Kecleslon,  I'heliw, 
of  Cecil,  Milter,  Mcl.anc,  Geor,^, 
,  McMaster,  Ilcarn,  Fooks,  Jacobs, 
atppiDglon,  .Magraw,  Nelson,  Carter, 
Hardcaslle,  Gwinn,  Stowart  of  Balli- 
,  Stent  of  Baltimore  citj.  Ware,  Fiory, 
rcomer,  Michiot  Newcomer,  Kilgour, 
Hear,  Pilzpalrick,  Ego,  Shower,  and 


mendnenl  to  the  amendment  was  re- 

stion  then  recurred  od  the  imendmcnt 

■ALDSOH,  said  ;  it  was  proper  that  we 
»«  clearly  what  we  are  about  when 
e  radical  changes  in  the  law.  We  tile 
lunitj  of  iioncfl  men;  and  It  is  not  the 
injustice  was  done  lo  accused  persona, 
Jnistration  of  the  criminal  taw.  When 
rged  with  crimu  la  put  upon  his  trial, 
r  challenge  is  so  extensive  at  in  olTecl 
1  tho  choice  of  Ills  own  jurj,  whilst  the 
only  challenge  Cor  cause  lie  Ihoughl 
ughl  not  to  extend  the  right  of  chul- 
he  State,  as  tho  practice  now  exists. 
oted  for  it  as  an  aiiiEiidment  lo  the 
It  of  the  gentleman  from  Worcester, 
;luoi>,}  because  he  feared  that  amend- 
it  prevail,  although  he  hoped  it  would 
M  counsel  for  the  accused  was  to  have 
ig  speech,  he  was  in  favor  of  allowing 
Uw  t%U  of  peremptorj  challenge. 


Every  racilit;  i»  already  afforded  to  a 
person,  to  enable  him  to  prove  his  i 
All  presumpliont  of  luw  are  in  his  favor,  and  ha 
has  the  advantage  of  evGr][  technical  defect 
which  astuteness  maj  detect  in  the  proceed ingi. 

■"■■   -  " Eome<up,«ven  shouldthecharge 

4.  lliu  sympathy  is  almoet  alway* 
iiisct  is  girovidod  for  him,  if  he  is 
uuahlc  to  puy  fur  such  licrviues.  The  AUontej 
Uuuerat  or  his  ilopuly  i'>  actuated  by  no  ttindie- 
*  'c  fecliiig^i  he  u  tiot  like  the  avenger  of  blood 
llie  old  icsLimctii,  pursuing  the  ttaj-erlothe 
lies  of  refugr.  He  stands  in  the  position  not  of 
.unset.  Iiut  iif  jud|;e  advocate.  He  opens  the 
case  with  a  description  of  the  oOence  and  it* 
;unMtinci,  and  stales  tlie  jaw  and  its  appliea- 
. .  _  .1.  The  prisoner 's  counsel  fottowi,  ezantiniDC 
and  ofl'.-ii  prerenting  the  facts  in  evidence,  and 
atiswrring  the  argumcnlsof  the  prueeeutor.  And 
allJiriugh  tho  piujecutinc  attorney  follows  in  ce- 
pW,  he  is  not  permitted  lo  iciiroduca  any  new 
matter;  and  not  bcinf;  an  advocalo,  as  his  oppo- 
nent IS,  but  roprescnliiiR  tiie  dignity  of  the  Slate, 
he  id  bound  not  to  descend  lo  any  unworthy  arti- 
fice.  Great  complaints  have  hesti  mode  of  the 
'  it  lo  whieb  the  eounsel  for  a  prisoner  tt^ 
lly  goes  in  order  lo  obtain  an  acquittal;  and 
■  advantage  proposed  by  this  amendment  ba 
added  lu  ihc  facilities  already  allowed— if  the 
prisoner's  counsel  is  to  have  the  final  speech  and 
"  ercby  liave  full  lii;eii«o,  witiioiit  conlradialiaa, 
stale  such  principle*  of  law,  and  place  lucli  ■ 
construction  on  facta  as  may  most  fkvor  his  end, — 
it  would  be  the  means  of  throwing  back  into  thg 


gentleman  from  Worcester  was  actuated  by 
puro  motives  when  he  ollvred  this  amepdment, 
but  beiicviog  it  would  be  iniachievout,  he  fall 
bound  to  oppose  il. 

Mr.  DiaicasiiK  said: 

He  did  not  claim  the  entire  credit  oT  the 
amendment  which  he  l»d  just  submitted  to  the 
Conventiou— it  liaviiu  been  in  purt,  auggeiled 
by  the  honorable  genlleniaD  from  HarfoMcoun- 
Ij,  (Mr.  Magraw.y  now  upon  bis  righl.  Fami* 
'tar|Wilhthe  proceedings  of  courts  of  jutticn  from 
lis  earliest  manhood,  il  had  been  his  fortune  to 
vitncss  many  proscculiotis  for  criminal  oCTenees, 
jnd  ho  bad  often  observed  tho  terrible  elhietof 
tho  lastunconlradictcd speech  against  Ibeacoua- 
cd.  The  motivo  ilial  had  induced  the  ofierioK 
of  the  propoxition,  wai  in  perfect  harmony  wilE 
the  humane  spirit  of  that  principle  which  was 
eminently  the  charaitcristio  of  alt  criminal  law 
in  all  Christian  lands.*  And  when  be  said,  it  was 
bi;tter"tliat  ninety  nndninegiiilty  perMnsshouM 
escape,  rather  than  one  innoceut  man  receive 
unmeiilcd  punnhmcnt."  he  uttered,  a  doctrine 
familiar  to  all— and  one,  the  justice  and  propri- 
ety of  wliich.iiu  one  foramomonl  doubled.  It 
had  liccn  argued  bv  tlie  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arundel  eonnty,  that  the  prosecuting  atiomaj 
acted  both  as  prosecutor  and  judge  advoeate. 
That  such  ought  to,  and  might  occasionally,  hsTe 
been  the  case,  he  did  not  deoy — but  ha  wai  in- 
duced to  believe  tlut  professional  pride,  mvat  ot 
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teD  became  aroused  and  sought  by  a  triumphant 
prosecution,  to  display  all  its  distinguishing  abil- 
ity. Sometimes,  too,  it  might  occur  that  other 
counsel  might  be  employed  b^  those  who  imagin- 
ed.themselves  aggrieved  toYaid  the  regular  prosc- 
eutors  in  the  trial,  and  thus  an  additional  stimu- 
lant lent  its  powerful  influence. 

Mr.  DoNALDsoH  asked  if  he  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Worcester  as  saying  that  the 
Attorney  General,  or  any  of  his  deputies  wore  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  fee^ 
Mr.  DiRiCKsoN  repTied.  Certainly  not.  He  had 
not  said  so — nor  did  be  believe  the  Attorney 
General  or  bis  deputies,  ever  had  received  fees 
fi)r  doing  their  duty  as  prosecutors.  He  had  al- 
luded solely  to  the  other  counsel,  who  might  be 
retained  to  assist  them. 

He  then  continued  his  remarks  by  saying, 
that  the  persons  accused  not  unfrequently,  were 
■uflering  under  the  very  extreme  of  pov^'rty  and 
want — ^Uiat  they  were  wholly  unable  to  obtain 
the  influence  of  able  and  eminent  men,  (unless 
the  spirit  of  sympathy  was  awakened,)  and  that 
the  counsel  assigned  for  their  defence  by  the 
oourt  might  be  from  among  the  youngest  and 
least  experienced  of  the  bar.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  odds  were  fearful  indeed;  and 
when  it  was  remembered  that  depredations  and 
infamy,  and  liberty— nay,  life  itself,  might  de- 
pend upon  the  issue,  the  highest  dictates  of  hd- 
manity  urged  the  adoption  of  every  measure 
consistent  with  the  ends  of  justice,  by  which  the 
unfortunate  might  be  rescued  from  so  awful  a 

r'l.  Entertaining  such  sentiments,  he  earnest- 
hoped  the  Convention  would  regard  the 
tihendment  with  favor,  and  cheerfully  accord  to 
the  accuse4,  the  last  appeal  to  that  jury  upon 
whose  verdict,  his  all  of  reputation  and  happi- 
ness might  depend. 

Mr.  Jenifer  expressed  his  apprehension  that 
gentlemen  were  permitting  their  feelings  of  hu- 
manity to  outrun  their  discretion.  So  far  as  his 
experience  went,  he  had  never  known  any  in- 
•tance  of  a  criminal  being  convicted,  without  full 
proof  of  his  guilt,  after  every  opportunity  had 
been  given  him  for  his  defence.  He  was  not 
aware  of  the  existanco'ofany  law,  which  preclud- 
ed the  counsel  for  th<?  accused  from  having  the 
dosing  appeal  to  the  jury. 

Mr.  BaBNT,  of  Baltimore  city,  said  it  was  the 
praetice  in  all  the  courts. 

Mr.  Jenifer  replied  that  it  might  be  the  prac- 
tice, but  he  knew  of  no  positive  rule  to  preclude 
the  accused  from  the  advantage.  He  thought 
the  etfect  of  the  amendment  now  proposed  would 
beto  give  an  advantage  to  guilty  criminals  over 
honest  men. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  thought  the 
amendment  a  proper  one,  because  it  carried  out 
the  benign  object  of  our  laws.  He  considered, 
from  his  experience,  that  the  closing  speech  to 
the  jury  added  33  per  cent,  to  the  chance  of  the 
verdict.  The  eagerness  to  obtain  this  advantage 
was  evident  from  the  constant  wrangling  at  the 
bar,  to  see  who  shall  open  and  conclude  a  case, 
even  before  the  court,  on  a  law  point.  It  ought 
to  be  a  main  object  of  the  State,  that  no  man 
should  befabcly  conrictedjand,  for  this  purpose, 


every  faeility  should  be  afforded  the  accused.  It 
was  often  the  practice  to  employ,  as  an  assistant 
prosecutor,  some  young  lawyer  whose  dvty  it 
was  to  open  the  case,  and  the  weakest  argument 
was  always  in  the  opening,  and  it  is  to  that  only 
that  the  counsel  for  the  accused  is  permitted  to 
reply.  The  evil  of  this  practice  he  had  felt  both 
in  Maryland,  and  in  the  courts  of  the  District  of 
Columbia.  He  gave  some  reasons  to  show  that 
the  State  had  now  a  suflTicient  right  of  challei»e 
and  that  the  right  ought  not  to  he  ex  tended.  In- 
nocent men  had  been  convicted  in  Maryland,  as 
well  as  in  other  places. 

Mr.  Chambers  wished  to  say  a  single  word. 
He  had  filled  the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
and  had  tried  as  many  cases  as  any  gentleman 
here,  in  a  long  course  of  practice.  During  all 
that  period,  there  were  very  few  criminals  tried 
in  whose  trials  he  did  not  take  part.  He  had 
only  risen  to  say,  that  in  all  his  long  experience, 
he  had  never  known  one  solitary  case  in  which, 
with  the  present  advantages  allowed  an  accused 
person,  of  an  innocent  man  suQering  from  an  un- 
just conviction.  He  had  acquitted  scores  of  men 
who  were  guilty,  and  he  bad  known  other  gentle- 
men at  the  bar  who  had  acquitted  as  many.  If, 
with  these  facts  before  its  eyes,  the  Convention 
think  it  necessary  to  provide  further  facilities 
for  persons  brought  into  Court  for  trial,  so  let  it 
be. 

Mr.  Dorset  said,  he  also  would  State  there- 
suit  of  his  observation  and  experience.  He  had 
b^n  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, before  he  had  a  scat  on  the  Bench,  and 
had  been  on  the  Bench  twenty-five  years,  and  be 
could  reiterate  all  which  had  been  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Kent.  He  had  never  known  but 
one  case  of  improper  conviction,  and  that  was 
sir.cc  he  had  been  on  the  Bench.  When  Attor- 
ney General,  he  had  always  felt  it  his  duty  when 
the  evidence  of  guilt  was  insufficient  to  warrant 
the  conviction  of  tho  accui^ed,  to  make  such 
statement  to  tho  jury,  and  an  acquittal  always 
followed.  There  was  one  case  in  which  an  in- 
nocent,maii  tried  before  him,  was  convicted,  and 
he,  without  any  application  made  to  the  court  for 
the  purpose,  infonned  the  counsel  of  the  accused 
that  if  moved  for,  a  new  trial  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  Brent  stated  that  the  feelings  of  old 
practioners  were  less  acute  on  this  subject  than 
tliose  of  younger  men.  He  referred  to  the  case 
of  young  Stewart,  of  Bultiniorc,  tried  for  the 
murder  of  his  father,  and  after  doubt  and  hesita- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  jury,  was  convicted  of 
murder  in  the  second  degree.  The  young  man 
bad  since  died,  calmly  protesting  his  innocence; 
and  facts  which  have  subsequently  come  out, 
have  attested  the  truth  of  that  confession. 

Messrs.  Mao  raw  and  Dirickson  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment,  which  were  or* 
dered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows  : 

^ffirttuUive — Mesprs.  Morgan,  Hopewell,  Bu- 
chanan, Bell,  Welch,  Chandler,  Ridgely,  Da- 
shicll.  Chambers  of  Cecil,  Miller,  Spencer, 
George,  Dirickson,  Mc Master,  Heam,  Fooks, 
Jacobs,  Shriver,  Sappington,  McHenry,  Magraw, 
I^elson,  Carter,  Thawley,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of 
Baltimore  city,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  John 
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Neircomer,  Michael  Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Ege, 
Shower,  and  Cockey— 33. 

Jfegaiivi — Messrs.  Chapman,  Prcs't,  Blakis- 
tone,  Dent«  Lee,  Chamber.4  uf  Kent,  Mitchell, 
DoDaldson,  Dorscy,  Weils,  Kent,  Wecnis,  Dal- 
rymple.  Bond,  Sellers,  Ureni  of  Charles,  Mer- 
rick, Jenifer,  Colston,  John  Dennis,  Williams, 
Goldiborough,  Eccleston,  Plielps,  McLnnc, 
Bowie,  Sprigt;,  McCiibbin.  Thomuif,  Gaithcr, 
Hardcastle,  Pre&«tman,  Ware,  Fiery,  r):ivis, 
Weber,  Hollyday,  Sliccr,  and  F^tzpatrick — 36. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Brknt,  of  Baltimore  city,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof, 
the  foliowing: 

**And  iu  all  criminal  trials,  the  jury  shall  de- 
cide the  law,  as  well  a^  the  farts  in  evidence,  and 
the  truth  shall  always  be  admissible  in  evi- 
dence/' 

Some  conversation  followed,  after  which  the 
tmendment  was  a;;ain  lead. 

Mr.  Spenckr  moved  to  amend  Siaid  amend- 
ment, by  adding  the  following: 

*'And  to  have  all  questions  of  law,  arising  in 
the  Qourse  of  his  trial,  explained  by  the  court  be- 
fore his  defence  shall  be  stated  by  hi$  counsel. ^' 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Uattiniore  city,  accepted  this 
amendment  as  a  moditieation  of  hi*>  own. 

Mr.  Brckt  rose  to  say,  in  ju'^lifuMtion  of  his 
amendment,  that  llicrc  was  a  ditference  of  opin- 
ion on  the  Bench  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
Some  of  the  judges  now  carr^p  out  the  spirit  of  this 
proposition;  but  thf^re  arc  otheii,  who  doubt  the 
right  of  the  jury  to  be  judges  of  the  law.  Such 
WIS  tlie  rule  in  the  (*ourts  of  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia. ]t  was  not  in  the  old  bill  of  lights  and 
many  gentleman  thought  it  would  be  a  great  im- 
prorement.  He  had,  therefore,  submitted  the 
amendment* 

Mr.  Cbimberb  was  not  arquuinlcd  with  the 
practice  elsewhere.  But,  if  the  uniendmont  were 
adopted,  be  thought  it  would  operate  aguinst  the 
accused  in  his  district.  If  the  couiisf  1  for  a 
criminal  thinks  it  desirable,  he  ntav  semi  the  law 
to  the  jury,  on  an  instruction  from  the  court.  He 
thoi^^t  also,  that  the  amendment  might  produce 
some  difficulty  in  practice.  The  prisoner V 
counsel  could  now  ask  instructions  as  to  the  law 
for  the  government  of  the  jtirj;  or  the  court,  as 
be  himself  had  done,  might  gratuitously  inter- 
pose his  opinion  that  the  law  is  aguhibt  the  prose- 
cutor, and  dismiss  the  case. 

Mr.  Prbsstman  could  not  give  his  assent  to 
the  amendment,  especially  was  he  opposed  to 
some  parts  of  it.  He  thought  that  the  doctrine 
that  the  jury  should  decide  a^  to  the  law,  as  well 
as  the  facts — if  it  had  not  been  long  settled  in 
Maryland,  ought  not  to  prevail.  Such  a  practice 
wou(4  never  have  found  its  way  here,  but  for 
the  transcendent  abilities  of  that  distin^ished 
man,  Wm.  Pinckney.  But  as  the  rule  has  been 
so  long  in  operation,  he  did  not  desire  to  disturb 
it.  What  are  the  facts  which  ought  to  go  before 
the  jury,  as  proper  evidence,  is  for  tlie  court  to 
determine.  He  objected  to  the  words  "facts  in 
eridence,*'  in  the  amendment  of  his  colleague,  as 
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liable  to  the  objection  of  uncertainty  a9  to  their 
true  meaning.  He  thought  it  of  great  impor- 
tance in  times  of  excitement,  that  the  powt* r 
should  be  vested  in  xlw  Judi^e  to  expoui.d  tin* 
law,  because  his  calm  and  delilN'ralc.  judflrment 
would  be  a  shield  to  the  inni>rcnt.  He  did  not 
disturb  the  rule  as  it  now  prevail^,  but  if  twclvi^ 
men  ignorant  of  the  law  were,  on  a  jury,  they 
ought  to  he  instructed,  so  that  the  venlict  niighi 
be  according  to  the  luw  and  the  evidvnee. 

Mr.  Spencer  expressed  his  intention  to  vote 
for  the  amendment,  he-cause,  m  some  parts  of  the 
State,  it  was  doubted  whether  the  juries  arc  t? 
be  judges  of  the  law  as  woll  as  the  fact.  He 
would  go  still  further,  and  he  intended  to  submit 
an  amendmetit  providing  that  the  prisoner  shall 
be  entitled  to  have  the  law  oxpounde<l  to  him 
bf  fore  his  counsel  closes  his  defence.  At  pre- 
sent, the  exi>osition  of  tlio  law  i^  not  made  by 
the  court  until  the  counsel  for  the  defence  hat* 
closed.  Lt  was  not  s<i,  wiien  he  nrlcd  as  a  depu- 
ty of  the  Attorney  (general.  The  court  then  ex- 
(lounded  the  law,  and  the  counsel  for  the  defenct^ 
closed  ailer wards.  Now  a  diflbrent  practice  hail 
grown  up.  The  court  gave  the  instructions  after 
the  counsel  for  the  accused  had  closed  hiii  de- 
fence. 

Mr.  DoRSKY  said,  that  such  was  not  the  prac- 
tice in  his  district. 

Mr.  SfENCKR  said,  it  was  the  practice  in  his 
district,  and  he  wished  to  have  the  principle 
tixed. 

Mr.  Iirent  acri'ptcd  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Queen  Anne\,  as  :i  modification 
of  his  amendmeni  He  intended  that  the  coun- 
sel  for  the  pristmer  should  have  a  right  to  ask. 
the  advice  uf  the  court.  Fie  wished  to  see  the 
largcsit  liberty  civcn  to  persons  brought  up  for 
trial,  and  that  the  jur>'  should  deride  hotti  the 
law  and  the  fact.  His  colleague  had  referred  to 
Mr.  I'inekney,  as  the  originator  of  the  jury. 
The  practice  began  on  the  other  side  of  the  wa- 
ter. Previous  to  the  days  of  Eiskinc,  ii  was 
otherwise,  but  through  his  etlbrt? aided  by  others, 
the  present  practice  was  etstablished.  It  began 
to  be  fully  discussed,  lit)  believed,  with  the  case 
of  Buchncl.  There  could  he  no  ditliculty  in  in- 
serting a  declaratory  article  on  the  subject  in  the 
hill  ol  rights.  His  proposition  was  :«imple  and 
plain.  He  referred  to  the  trial  of  the  He  v.  Mr. 
Breckenridge,  on  a  charge  of  libel.  One  of  the 
Judges  insisted  that  the  truth  .shouhl  not  be  ad- 
milted  in  evidence,  but  he  was  overruled  by  the 
other  two  judgeis  assoeia'cd  with  him — this 
therefore,  showed  that  then'  was  judicial  doubt, 
whether  the  tmth  could  be  admitted  in  cases  of  li- 
bel, and  therefore  be  prtiposed  to  settle  tliis 
doubt. 

Mr.  Presstmav  oH'ered  the  following  amend- 
ment which  he  asked  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Brent.) 
to  accept  as  a  modification  of  his  amendment. 

Insert  between  the  amendment  olfcred  by  -Mr. 
Brent  of  Kaltmiorc  city,  and  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  SSpekcer,  and  accepted  by  Mr. 
Brent,  the  following : 

**And  that  the  court  may  determine  what  is 
evidence  proper  to  go  before  the  jury.** 

Mr.  Brbnt  accepted  the  modifications. 


Mr.  Ckaiiberi  dmired  (□  bbj  one  irord,  in  or- 
ilcr  llial  lie  miRbl  not  ho  miaunderalood.    The 

KCMUl  proposiliuii  wiu  likely  to  be  troublesome, 
e  difTeteJ  in  upinion  with  the  genlleman  from 
Bkltimore.  Bucbnel  via  iiapriaaned  because  ho 
reodered  a  vrrdict  contrary  lo  tlie  taw  ai  laid 
down  bf  the  judf^.  He  slated  thi.t  the  practice 
of  the  courts  [lOW  wai  introduced  partly  for  the 
purpose  of  prevenlin;;  the  frequent  altercations 
which  formerly  took  place  Iwtween  the  counsel 
and  the  court.  He  set  fortli  the  chanj^  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  manner  of  conducUn; 
vriroinal  cases,  and  the  coniroilictnry  apiniona 
wliirli  hail  been  entertained  of  the  eHbct  of  ilieae 
changes.  He  felt  no  particular  earncilncss  about 
the  ameitdmenl,  but  he  thought  it  was  likely  to 
lead  lo  difficulty,  without  a  probability  of  much 

Mr.  Spencer  gaTe  lils  recollection  of  the 
CDUne  pursued  by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Uiich- 
nel,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  the  aiDendment 
would  he  beneficial. 

Mr.  BnEKTsaid,  he  had,  in  company  with  a 
friend,  been  searching  the  llhrary,  but  bad  not 
been  able  to  lind  any  report  of  Uuchnel's  caae. 

The  question  was  then  staled  to  be  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Brent,  as  modified. 

nieasrs,  Breht  and  Sfehckh  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 

iMr.  AIehhick  said  he  Ihougbt  that  amend 
menis  of  this  description  were  more  apt  to  incum- 
ber the  bill  of  rigbti,  than  lo  accomplish  any 
good.  We  had  moved  along  lor  man;  years  witii 
Ihe  bill  of  [iKhlx  ;i!i  it  slowl.  No  evil  had  been 
wrought,  or  injustice  done,  and  he  tliouglit  it 
would  be  wise  and  prudent  to  let  very  well  alone. 
He  preferred  that  Ihe  liiw  should  stand  as  it  was, 
and  he  hoped    the   Convention   would   so  deter- 

Thc  question  on  llic  amendment  was  then 
taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

.9ffirmiUir(— Messrs.  Welch,  Colston,  Miller, 
Mrl.ane,  Sjiencer,  Gcoi^,  Fooks,  Thomas, 
ShriTer,  Gaithcr,  Sappinglon,  McHenr)',  Ma- 
graw.  Nelson,  Carter,  Thnwley,  Gwinn,  Urentof 
Uallimorccitj,  I'resstman,  Ware,  Fiery.  Michael 
Npvfcomer.  Weber,  Hollyday,  Sliccr,  Filzpnt- 
rick,  Ege,  Shower  and  Corkey^29. 

AiyiUire— Messrs.  Chapman,  Fre=idenl,  Mor- 
ean,  Blaki-loi.e,  Dent,  Hoptwell,  I^e,  Cham- 
hers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Uorsey, 
Wells,  Kent,  Werms,  Oalrjmplc,  Hand.  Sotlcrs, 
Brent  of  Charles,  Merrick,  Jenifer,  Buchanan, 
Boll,  Chandler.  Kidgely,  John  Dennis.  Dashicll. 
Williami,  Goldsborough,  Phelps,  Buwic,  Bprigg, 
McCnbhin,  McMasler.  Hnam,  Jacobs,  Stewait 
of  Baltimore  city,  John  Newcomer,  Davis  and 
KilE0ur-3B. 

So  the  aniendmcnt  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Spenclr  moved  to  amcitd  tho  said  nino- 
leeolh  article,  by  adding  at  (ho  eud  thereof,  the 
following: 

"And  to  haTe  all  questions  of  law  arising  in  the 
coarse  of  his  trial  explained  by  the  court,  U ' 
his  dBfenco  shall  be  staled  by  liis  counsel." 

Mr.  Spenckr.  referrinK  lo  the  practice  _  .. 
bad  been  lifted  by  Mr.  DoBur,  to  exist  ia  his 


district,  aaid  (hat  (he  practice  in  hit,  (Mr.  S.'^ 
district,  was  diHerent.  He  declared  tbefutto 
be,  thai  the  right  of  the  jury  to  pass  upon  the 
law  as  well  as  upon  the  first,  had  become  almott 
univertali  and  he  desired  that  Ihe  queatioo  ihonld 
be  settled  finally  throughout  the  State. 

Mr.  KioaELTitaid,lhat  as  a  rule  of  practice  for 
the  courts,  the  theory  of  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  was  undoubtedly 
ffood.  But  IJie  question  far  the  Convention  to 
determine,  was  whether  the  hill  of  righli  ought 
to  bo  loaded  down  with  matleri  belonging  to  the 
ptacticc  of  the  courts.  Wilh  perfect  rBtpeet, 
therefore,  lo  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anna's, 
(Mr.  Spencer.)  be,  (Mr.  R.)  would  mow  that 
amendment  be  laid  upon  (he  table. 

The  PaKsiDENT  staled  tliat  the  motion  of  tin 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  county, (Mr.  Ridgely.) 
if  it  prevailed,  would  carry  the  whole  repoit 
with  it. 

Mr.  R[DGELT  ihcreupati  withdrew  his  motion 
lo  lay  U|>un  the  table,  and  subblituled  a  demand 
[or  the  pre viou!)  question. 

And  Ihe  question  having  been  taken,  there  wai 
id  the  main  question  was  ordered  to 
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Mr.  Sfemcer  asked  (he  yeas  and  nayl  o 
amendment,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
were  aa  follows: 

JjJirnialiPt— Messri".  Colston.  Miller,  HcLane, 
Spencer,  tieor^e,  Shriver,  Sappington,  Nelion, 
Carter,  Thawley,  Gwinn,  Brciit  of  Baltimore 
city,  John  Newcomer,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Sliccr, 
E^B.  Shower  and  Cockey— 19. 

Xig^ite — Messis.  Chapman,  President,  Mor^ 
gnn.  Dent,  Mopcwclt,  Lee,  Chamben  of  Kent, 
Donaldson,  Uoiscy,  Wells,  Weems,  Dalrymple, 
Bond,  Brent  of  Charles,  Merrick,  Jenifer,  Buch- 
anan. BrtI,  Wehrb,  Chandler.  Ridgely,  Jobo 
Dennis,  Dashiell, Williams,  Hicks.Goldsborougli, 
Ecelcston,  Ptielpa,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  McMas- 
ler,  Jacobs.  Thomas,  Gaither,  Stewart  of  Balti- 
more city,  Prcistmai;  and  Michael  " 

— 3G. 

So  the  amundtnen't  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  th 
article,  and  it  was  adopted. 

The  twentieth  article  of  the  report,  wtw  reel 
as  follows ; 

.4rl,  SO,  Thatnomanougbt  to  be  compelled  10 
give  evidence  against  himself  in  a  court  of  com- 
mon law,  or  in  any  other  court,  but  in  such  cases 
as  have  bi.'cn  usually  practised  in  this  State,  or 
may  hereafter  he  directed  by  the  Legislature. 

No  amendment  havihg  been  offered,  tlie  Hid 
article  was  adopted. 

The  twcnty-lirst  article  of  the  report  wm  read 

Jrt.  21.  That  no  fieeman  ought  to  he  taken  or 
iqiprisoncd,  or  disi<cized  of  his  freehold,  Ijber- 
liesor  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  Id 
any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  hii  lift, 
liberty  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  hii 
peers,  or  by  ibe  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Briht,  of  Baltimore  city,  moved  to  amend 
Ihe  article  by  striking  out  tho  word  "freeoUD,'' 
and  iDaortiUE  the  word  "cilizeQ." 
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^  Mr.  Brcmt  said,  tbo  ConTontion  was  making  a 
biJJ  of  rights  for  the  citizens  of  iMaryland,  and  u 
contingency  might  arise,  in  which  it  might  be 
necessary  to  banish  a  certain  |><)rtion  uf  our 
population.  This  amendment  wouhl  meet  tho 
ca»e. 

Mr.  Phesstman'  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  be  adopted.  There  may  bi;  wliiic  penKin» 
retudeot  in  Maryland,  who  are  iiol  i;ntillud  to 
citizenship.  Win  co]ieUf;ue  hud  >l:ilf'il  his  object 
to  be  to  leaTc  it  in  thc'powcr  of  thi>  Lcgi^latiiri', 
to  banish  colored  pertioii>.ifuv(:ru  «tutn  of  things 
bhould  arise  whicli  would  render  it  expedient  ti> 
do  so.  But  there  may  be  white  freemen,  a?*  well 
as  colored,  and  they  oui^ht  nut  tu  be  placfd  in 
a  position  in  which  their  right  lo  remain  in  tho 
State,  should  be  made  to  dfpeiid  uii  the  will  of 
the  Legislature.  lie  hoped  tiie  amendment  would 
not  pass. 

Mr.  Brckt  said  he  must  adhere  to  his  amciid- 
roent.  His  colleague  seemed  to  tliink  that  the 
rights  of  white  freemen,  who  are  not  cillzcns, 
who  are  not  freemen,  mii;ht  be  affected  by  the 
amendment.  They  are  protected  by  the  com- 
mon law.  This  Ihiusc  is  engaged  in  making  a 
bill  of  ri|;hts,  not  for  sojourners,  but  fi)r  citi/ciis 
of  the  Stale.  The  new  census  exhibits  the 
alarmiog  fact,  that  white  tlic  number  nf  slaves 
has  diminished,  that  of  the  free  colored  persons 
has  increased.  Jfc  did  not  ask  for  any  airirnia- 
tire  action,  but  a  lime  may  come,  when  it  will 
be  neoesnary  for  our  tranrpiility  and  security,  to 
banish  these  persons;  while  the  bill  of  ngliis,  :is 
it  stands,  prohibits  the  Legislature  from  exiling 
these  colored  persons  who  ure  free. 

Mr.  GwiKN  said  the  freedom  and  security  of 
all  the  people  of  the  State,  were  secured  l>y  the 
bill  of  rights.  Should  a  time  arrive  when  it  will 
be  thought  expedient  to  banish  this  clus<»  of  per- 
sons, the  Legislature  haH  the  power  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Brbnt  thought  the  Legislature  hud  not 
the  power. 

Mr.  Gwimr  suggested  that  the  Legislature 
might  reach  this  class  of  perstjns.  lie  hud  no 
fear  that  the  increase  of  the  colored  popnlttion 
would  be  such  as  to  give  reasonable  (ground  for 
alarm,  hot  if  it  should,  the  Legislature  would 
have  Che  power  to  check  it  willioul  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JsjiiFER  a«;reed  that  a  time  might  possibly 
arrive  when  the  State  would  have  to  send  away 
this  class  of  our  population,  but  uh  the  power  is 
already  vested  in  the  Legislature  to  do  thi-,  he 
would  not  be  willing  to  make  a  more  strin^nt 
prorision. 

Mr.  Brent  contended  that  the  Legislature 
could  not  exile  any  citizi*n,  uidess  jud>rmciit  had 
previously  been  obtained  a:.;ainht  him.~  The  bill 
of  rights  made  no  distinction  between  free  color- 
ed people  and  while  citizens  unless  it  is  amended. 
He  disdained  any  intention  to  intlict  cruelty  on 
these  harmless  people.  But  he  believed  a  time 
would  come,  when  there  will  be  a  death  struggle 
between  the  castes.  The  eilcct  of  the  abolition 
movement  on  our  slave  popuhiiicm,  may  be  their 
banishment.  He  would  not  tie  up  the  hands  of 
the  Legislature  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  acting 
in  case  of  necessity.    No  now  power  is  desired 


f  for  tho  Lc;;i>lalure,  so  long  as  these  persons 

t  peaceably  reniuin  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  ri(^htj« 

'  which   the   laws  guarantee   t»  them.      But  he 

I  would  jrivc  the  I^:;iiiluturR  power,  m  case  of  ne- 

'  ce><sity^  to  bani:ih  them.     He  regarder]  ihis  popu- 

j  lalion  as  an  incubub  on  the   prosperity  of, the 

j  Stale. 

j      Mr.  Owivv   referred  to  ca^-es  in  which   the 

j  power  hud  iH-en  e\rrci>ed. 

j      Mr.  BiiENi-  moditicd  his  amendment  so  as  to 

read  a-^  foliDWs  : 

[      *•  Nothing  in  this  article  of  the  hill  of  rights  to 

!  apply  to  the  free  roltired  popiihitionof  this  ^>tute.'* 

j       .Mr.  Iji.aki^tiink  niude  some    remarks  agaiubl 

the  amendment,  ih'^  sketch  <>f  which  is  reserved 

for  publication  ill  a  future  number. 

Mr.  DoKSEY  said,  he.  acqui»-iced  in  the  expo- 
sition given  to  Iht**  arliclrby  the  gentleman  from 
Huitiinorc.  lie  diil  not  accord  with  the  view  of 
the  other  i;entlem.in  from  BuHiinore,  as  to  mean- 
im;  of  tile  words  ''the  law  of  the  land."  If  law 
of  the  land  i  'canl  any  act  of  assembly  that 
miglil  be  pu'*serl  by  the  ieti;i>luture,  thisarticleot 
the  bill  of  iit;ht«.  would  give,  to  us  none  of  the 
protection  fur  which  il  was  de.<.ii.:!ied. 

Mr.  (iwi.v.N*  askeii  whether,  if  the  colored  peo- 
ple became  turbulent,  the  legislature  had  not  the 
power  to  liiirii-li  lIuMn? 

Mr.  DoKvKv  re|)lied,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Biiliimon;  merely  allied  liis  private  opin- 
ion, hi;  should  say  that  tiii>.  legislature  had  no 
such  iiowor  under  the  Consiitiition.  If  the  legis- 
lature has  a  ri'^ht  to  pass  siu-h  law  as  to  ncgrcMis 
il  has  an  ecjual  power  lo  pass  a  similar  law  as 
to  the  white  residents.  1 1  ha«i  the  same  right  in 
the  ojie  r-use  as  in  the  olli'T  If  il  be  expedient 
to  ^rive  the  power  to  tiie  l«-.;islature,lo  curry  out 
ill  the  case  >njipo'-ed  by  tho  txentleman  from 
Baltimore  city,  (.Mr.  Urerit,)  Ihfn  the  amend- 
m«-ril  now  proposed  by  him  is  a  proper  one.  He 
had  no  fear  th.itlhe  lej;i>luturc  would  not  make 
proper  laws,  and  he  wtmld  willingly  leave  the 
powi-r  with  that  hmlv  tu  make  huch  laws  a:» 
mi.i;iil  he  culled  lor,  but  he  wiuiM  not  give  the 
pnwer  to  liani'rh  iVeemen.  He  believed  the  leg- 
i>lature  had  the  power  lo  rci;iilale  these  people, 
hut  it  had  never,  to  any  e.N tent,  been  exercised. 
He  did  not  ace  that  litis  amendment  would  in  any 
way  author i/e  lawless  bands  of  men,to  violate  the 
ri;!;hts  of  our  colored  population,  as  had  been  sta- 
ted,would  be  the  consc<|uence  of  this  amendment. 
They  are  entitled  to  protection,  and  they  will  be 
protected.  ltgi\csno  power  lo  kidnappers  which 
they  do  not  already  jx  >scss,  and  if  they  attempt 
lo  violate  the  rights  of  «oh»red  jicople,  they  are 
liable  lo  puni-bmenl  now,  jn^ita-^  they  will  be  if 
the  amendment  isaf!<>pti-d. 

Mr.  (JwisN  referred  tii  liie  alien  and  .^edition 
laws,  and  to  the  lii-cu-^'ion  which  formerly  took 
place  here,  ain!  allied  if  ulicn>  could  be  banished 
by  the  l-iiitid  5>tiite-. 

".Mr.  DoRSKY  replied,  by  a>king,  if  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  l.'nited  Slates  gave  Congress  the 
power  to  bani-'h  alien.")?  Ifnot,  Ihern  was  no 
analogy  belween  tlie  cases. 

Mr.  (juinn-  said: 
Tliat  he  could  not  support  the  proposed  amend- 
mcut.     A.  the  article  now  stands,  no  ftttman 
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can  be  taken  or  imprisoned,  or  deprived  of  bin 
freehold,  liberties  or  privilegci<,  or  out-lawcd,  or 
eiuled,  or  bu  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  prop- 
arty,  but  hv  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the 
law  of  the  land.  And  it  is  proposed  to  add  to 
these  words,  the  limitation  that  the  nrlicle  should 
not  be  considered  as  applyincc  1o  the  tree  colored 
population  of  the  Stale. 

It  is  said  that  this  is  proper,  because  an  occa- 
sion may  arise  for  sending:  this  people  beyond  our 
limits,  and  that  it  h  wisest  to  provide  for  such  a 
contingency,     it' tins  be  the  only  rea!K)n,  the  ad- 
dition is  unnecessary.     Under  the  old  Conhtitu- 
tion  there  jiccms  to  have  bi  en  no  difference  in 
the  quality  of  citizenship   between   freemen  of 
whatever  color;  but  in  1800  the  political  power 
of  the  Stale  was  vested  in  fiee  wliilt*  male  citi- 
zens only,  and  tlie   whole  subsequent  history  of 
our  Ie;<;i^iation,  demonstrates  that  the  free  color- 
ed population  have  been   rei;nided   as  denizens 
only,  who  are  entitled  to  no  other  privileti^;,  or 
domieil,  than  »uch  ns   the  law  of  the  State  ac- 
cords.    The  words  in  the  article  contained  in  the 
bill  of  rights,  as  reported   from  the  committee, 
conferno  new  civil  powers — but  provide  only,  that 
theyshall   not  l>e  deprived   of  those  which  they 
have  obtained,  under   the  sanction  of  the  public 
law,  by   other  meann  than   the   law  itself  shall 
prescribe.     And  if  it  bo  adopted,  one,  or  all  of 
the  class  referred  to,  can  l)e  separated  from  the 
community,  and   sent   beyond  its  limits,  by  the 
formal  cxereise  of  the  power  of  the  State.     It  is 
buttliu  retraction  of  a   privilege,  which  was  a 
gift  only,  and  not  the  result  of  any  compact,  ex- 
pressed or  implied;  for  this  people  bear  no  rela- 
tion to  the  govenmient,  except  in  being  subject 
to  its  laws. 

The  free  colored  population  of  the  State  i<,  in- 
deed, already  a  i^p-eal  inconvenience,  and  may 
soon  become  a  serious  evil.  This  result  was  long 
ago  foreseen,  and  the  Legislature,  with  bfnig- 
nant  care,  has  establiKhod  a  colony  which,  nmoncr 
other  uses,  is  opened  as  an  asylum  to  then).  Jt 
has  been  the  policy  ol  the  Stale  to  encourage 
omigrati(m  by  promoting  a  kind  relation  beliveen 
ourselves  and  this  people,  in  order  that  they 
might  feel  we  had  their  good  at  heart,  and  thus 
enter,  cheerfully,  into  our  phms.  Theie  was 
reason,  no  less  than  humanity  in  such  a  <  our«e; 
and  their  history  conlirms  it.  liecause,  although 
their  presence  is  a  disadvantage,  they  are  not 
with  wn  of  their  own  choice;  and  the  very  liber- 
ty which  they  enjoy,  or  misuse,  was  given  under 
sanction  of  our  public  law. 

The  period  is  now  at  hand  when  a  just  regard 
for  the  interests  of  our  white  population  will 
compel  U5  to  remove  a  class,  who  compete  with 
them  in  many  of  the  walks  of  labor,  and  yet  can 
have  no  share  or  interest  in  our  gorernment. 
But  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  perform  this  task 
Mitli  humaruty  and   irentlencbS,  and  we  should 
keep  around  ifiem  the  protection  of  the  law,  un- 
l:|  wc  are   pie^Mred  to  remove  them  to  another 
land.    Their  fathirs  have  served  our  fathers, — 
and  our  juj»iice,  stern  as  its  ix'ipiirement  w  ill  ul- 
timately tie,  should  be  tempered  with  chari'iy  and 
moderation. 
This  rii;ht  to  remove  them ,  is  a  power  ^jj  thfl 


State  to  preserve  itself,  and  is  no  novelty  in  doe- 
trine.    It  does  not  con<«ist  only  in  the  maikin;  and 
enforcement  of  general  laws,  nor  are  its  process- 
es limited  to  the  arraignment  or  conviction  of 
individual   offenders.     Whenever  cla-'^ses,  sects, 
or  races  irrow   up  in  a  commonwealth,  whose 
habits  of  life,  or  pi-acliccs  endanger  the  general 
interest  and  prosperity,  the  Legislature  in  virtue 
of  its  supreme  pfiwer  in  the  State,  ought  to,  and 
can  by  the  formality  of  law,  and  the  tisc  of  the 
civil  power,  regulate  their  conduct,  limit  llieir 
privilegCH,  and  provide  for  their  gradual  removal. 
There  arc  in  history  man}'  such  instances  of  the 
exercise  of  power.     Most  have  been  tyrannical* 
as  was  the  statute  banishing  the  Jews  from  Kn^ 
land  in  the  time  of  K.d\vard  I.,  but   where  the 
right  is  calmly  and  dispassionately   exercised, 
with  an  eye  siiigic  to  the  public  good, —  its  exist- 
ence and    propriety  cannot  be  questioned.     A 
nation  is  in  as  much,  and  more,  danger  of  ilow 
corruplitm  than  of  sudden  out-break;  and  self- 
preservation  as  imperatively  demands  the  use  of 
the  power  of  the  Slate  in  seasons  of  apparent 
tranquility,  as  in  times  of  impending  revolution. 
And  if  it  should  appear  to  any  Legislature,  here- 
after, that  the  free  colored  people  of  this  State 
paralyzo  the  industry  of  our  white  population, — 
promote    discontents,    or   disonler    among  the 
slaves, — or  corrupt  the  springs  of  public  morali- 
ty,__ii  will  be  necessary  to  take  all. steps  which 
may  accomplish  their  peaceable  removal.     But 
the  responsibility  should  be  assumed  and  borne 
by  the  Legislature     They  ought  not  to  look  to 
us  for  a  sanction.    And  when  that  periotl  arriTes, 
they  will  owe  it  to  themselves,  while  they  pei^ 
form  their  duty  with  unshrinking  hands,  to  make 
the  Exodus  of  this  people  a  season  of  charily 
and  forbearance,  which  will  justify  the  necessity 
to  themselves.    That  the  period  is  not  remote  at 
which  this  necessity  will  occur,  the  commonest 
observer  may  determine.     The   walks  of  labor 
are  becoming  thronged.     The  whito  and  black 
races  jostle  upon  our  thoroui^hfarcs.     And  there 
can   be  no  cpiestlon  ilial  the  power  of  the  State 
must   be,  and  ought  to  he,  ultimately  used  in  the 
upholdins:  of  its  white  population,  and  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  free  blacks. 

But,  in  tlie  mean  time,  since  this  poiver  is  un- 
deniable it  IS  unavailing  to  parade  it  on  our  sta- 
tute book.  While  they  remain,  let  there  be  no 
inference  even  that  Uicir  labor  and  property  are 
placed  without  the  shelter  of  the  law.  For,  al- 
though their  physical  power  in  the  State  is  beneath 
apprehension,  yet.  as  a  class,  if  outlawed  by  our 
statutes,  they  would  become  a  source  of  perpet- 
ual mischief;  crowding  our  prisons  with  petty 
offenders,  who  seek  their  daily  bread  by  thefis 
and  violence. 

Some  allusion  has  been  made  in  this  debate  to 
the  vote  given  by  this  Convention  on  the  article 
withholding  from  the  Legislature  all  right  to  al- 
ter the  relation  between  ina^iter  and  slave.  The 
cases  bear  no  analogy.  Slavery  has  existed  in 
this  State,  almost  ever  since  its  foundation,  with 
its  benelits  or  evils,  as  a  mode  of  culture,  we 
have  nothing  to  do.  If  it  was  injurious,  the  harm 
recoiled  in  the  first  instance  upon  the  proprietufi 
aod  complaint  would  proceed,  naturally,  fi'om 
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him.  At  propertT,  it  was,  under  the  prtctiee  of 
government,  and  by  the  sanction  and  example  of 
our  greatest  and  purest  men,  recognized  as  equal, 
in  degree,  to  any  other  in  the  State.  And  since 
it  was  subject  to  assaults  from  within  and  with- 
out, and  might,  in  some  season  of  strong  excite- 
ment, be  placed  in  sudden  peril,  it  was  not  im- 
proper to  impose  a  check  upon  the  legislative 
power  of  the  States.  Slavery  does  not  thus  be- 
come eternal,  because  those  who  will  adopt  the 
new  Constitution,  may  annul  it,  but  it  was  just  and 
wise  in  seasons  of  high  political  excitement  to 
keep  this  element  of  discord  out  of  our  frequent 
Irgislative  contests — so  that  fanatacism  may  find 
no  foothold  in  the  State,  and  that  those  most  con- 
cerned shall  he  left  to  pursue  that  course,  which 
uitereat.  wisdom  and  humanity  may  dicute  for 
their  gukiance.  Above  all,  ought  we  to  refrain 
from  any  measure  which  will  create  witliin  our 
own  limits,  a  pretext  even  for  those  danorerous 
opinions  which  are  freely  canvassed  in  the  north- 
em  SUtea  ? 

Maryland  is  a  border  State,  and  is  from  her 
position,  exposed  to  the  chicfest  ills  which 
would  ensue  upon  a  disruption  ot  the  Federal 
Union.  Her  internal  harmony  creates  a  bond  be- 
tween the  north  and  south,  and  the  growth  of 
fanatical  opinion  within  her  territory,  would  do 
more  towanb  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  than 
all  the  wickedness  and  perversity  of  external  in- 
fioenca  could  accomplish. 

Mr.  Merrice,  (with  a  vieAv,  he  said,  to  re- 
move all  doubt,)  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment. 

**ProTtded  that  nothing  in  this  article  shall  be 
so  construed,  as  to  prevent  tho  Legislature  from 
passing  all  such  laws  for  the  Government,  regu- 
latioo  and  disposition  of  tho  free  colored  popuhi- 
tion  in  this  State  as  they  may  see  fit.'* 

Mr.  Brrmt  of  Baltimore  ciiy.  That  amend- 
ment carries  out  my  own  view,  and  I  accept  it 
as  a  modification  of  my  own. 

Mr.  Bowii  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick.)  to  subHtiiute  tho  word 
** regulation,**  for  the  word  ''disposition.*' 

Mr.  McaaiCK  thought,  he  said,  that  the  word 
**dispoaitioo*'  was  better.  Tho  object  was  to  re- 
tain the  whole  power  (in  case  the  necessity  for 
its  exercise  should  arise,)  to  remove  these  peo- 
ple from  the  limits  of  our  State,  or  to  dispose  of 
them  Id  such  manner  as  the  public  interests  and 
safety  night  require. 

Mr.  Mc Master  desired  to  be  informed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick,)  whether 
his  anendmcnt  went  so  far  as  to  allow  tlie  Leg- 
islature to  impose  a  tax  on  free  negroes  r 

Mr.  Merrice  assented. 
Mr.  McLame  asked  the  gentleman  from  Charles 
to  modify  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MiRRicE  declined  to  modify  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BScLane  said,  he  was  not  disposed  to  em- 
bark to  much  extent  in  the  discussion.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  it  was  a  subject  of  delicacy  and 
importanoe;  at  the  same  time,  it  was  one  on 
wmch  be  had  a  fixed  opinion.  He* believed  that 
we  had  tlM  power  to  deal  with  these  people,  as 


we  may  think  proper.  He  objected  to  the  amend- 
ment as  it  was  first  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore,  because  it  made  the  distinction 
too  b«'oad,  and  opened  the  way  to  oppiession.  It 
may  he  proper  for  the  State  to  remove  the  col- 
ored people  before  the  danf;cr  isbO  imminent  as 
some  have  onntemplatcd;  but,  until  tiiat  time 
shall  arrive,  tliey  ought  to  l>e  protected  and  suc- 
cured.  Any  other  course  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  cruel  to  them,  and  unsafe  to  tho  white  popula- 
tion. 

If  tlie  amendment  does  not  place  them  out  of 
the  pale  of  legal  protection,  he  would  be  satis- 
fied. 

Mr.  Merrick  said,  his  amendment  was  offered 
with  no  idea  of  placing  these  people  out  of  the 
pale  of  the  law,  but  merely  to  eni|)owcr  the  leg- 
islature to  make  such  laws  in  relation  to  them  as 
the  public  interests  mi|;ht  require,  lo  leave  them 
in  the  hands  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  McLane  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Charles,  concurred  with  him  as  to  the  impropri- 
ety of  subjecting  the  colored  people  lo  disabili- 
ties. But  did  not  this  amendment  put  it  in  the 
power  of  the  legislature  to  subject  them  to  these 
disabilities?  Might  it  not  even  proceed  so  far  as 
to  take  from  them  their  property P  He  objected 
to  ptacincc  them  in  a  siiiiatiun  in  whicli  they 
would  be  liable  to  this.  Me,  therefore,  wished 
tliat  the  amendment  should  be  modified  in  this 
respect .  He  thought  these  people  ouijht  to  hn  re- 
moved as  soon  as  it  can  he  done*  with  propriety, 
and  that  we  are  not  bound  to  wait  until  the  dan- 
ger becomes  more  imminent.  Tlie  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  asked,  what  we  owe  to  tho  prin- 
ciple of  abolition?  Owe  to  abolition!  Could  that 
question  be  put  to  this  (\mvcntioii  at  this  day? 
What  do  we  owe  to  abolition?  We  owe  to  itthc 
spirit  of  discord,  the  .spirit  of  lialred,  the  diuige'r 
of  disunion. 

Mr.  GwiMK  said,  he  alluded  to  it  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  saying,  we  should  do  nothing  to  strength- 
en it  in  our  own  borderH. 

Mr.  McLan'e  agreed  as  to  this.  But  this  abo- 
lition principle  has  operated  on  the  colored  peo- 
ple, and  he  was  ready  to  adopt  any  humiine  pro- 
vision for  their  removal,  although  he  would  pro- 
tect them  while  here. 

Mr.  Merrick  said,  tliat  to  his  mind,  no  ques- 
tion could  be  more  deeply  interesting  to  the 
State  than  this.  We  had  amongst  us  a  numer- 
ous class  of  pers^ms,  who,  by  nature,  wore  inimi- 
cal to  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  tiio  State. 
We  were  in  the  same  condition  towards  them,  in 
which  other  classes  had  been  towards  each  other 
in  times  ffone  by.  We  saw  it  written  by  the  hand 
of  God,  that  the  two  races  could  not  exist  in 
harmony  in  the  same  country.  The  timo  must 
come  when  a  separation,  peaceably  or  forcibly, 
must  take  place.  No  two  distinct  races  could, 
or  ever  would,  inhabit  the  same  land,  except  in 
the  relative  condition  of  master  and  slave — of  the 
ruler  and  the  ruled.  Sooner  or  later  they  must 
separate,  or  extermination  of  the  one  or  the  other 
must  take  place.  In  making  an  organic  law, 
therefore,  it  became  the  duty  of  those  who  form- 
ed  it,  to  look  to  futurity.  It  was  true,  that  tliere 
was  no  present  danger  of  any  terrible  calamity. 
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arisiDg  from  a  proposed  separation,  and  he  hoped 
thai  the  wise  and  patriotic  action  of  this  Con- 
▼ention  might  afford  efficient  aid  in  eflccting 
that  scpamtioii,  whenever  it  must  come,  peace- 
ably and  liappily  to  both  parties.  For  it  inus< 
come,  as  certainly  as  there  was  a  God  in  Hea- 
ven. 

The  black  race  could  not  remain  here.  They 
were  multiplying  too  fast.  The  two  races  could 
not  amalgamutc,  it  wau  horrible  to  the  soul  and 
spirit  of  the  white  man  even  lu  talk  of  amalgama- 
tion. The  black  race,  therefore,  must  cither  go 
to  their  own  oriprinai  home  or  remain  here  as 
slaves.  Whilst  tl'cy  \rere  here,  he  would  go  as 
far  as  the  gentleman  from  Ccril,  (Mr.  .McLane.) 
or  any  other  gentleman,  to  treat  them  with  all 
the  lenity,  forbearance,  and  kindness  which  wore 
Consistent  with  their  relative  pu>ition,  and  with 
that  one  great  object  of  separation  which  must 
ultimately  ensue. 

His  amendment  did  not  contemplate  impo- 
sing any  painful  disabilities  upon  them — it  did 
not  propose  to  place  them  beyond  the  pale  of  the 
law.  Not  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  it  gave 
them  all  the  protection  which  they  now  enjoyed. 
The  only  design  was  to  leave  them  subject  at  all 
times  to  legislative  rontrol,  in  any  of  those  emer- 
gencies which  could  not  now  be  foreseen,  but 
which  might  arise  in  the  progress  of  timo.  That 
the  Lcu;islatnrc  of  the  State  would  act  humanely 
towards  them,  no  man  could  doubt.  And  it 
would  be  unwise  to  tie  up  their  hands. 

The  gentleman  from  Cecil  (Mr.  AlcLane)  had 
expressed  himself  willin?  to  vote  for  an  amend- 
ment which  should  provide  only  for  the  power 
of  removal.  Why  not  also  provide  for  the  cov- 
emment  of  thuse  people  whilst  they  were  aim)ng 
us?  The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  Lcginhiturc 
had  the  powor  here  i-o  n  tempi  at  ed  without  the 
amendment  and  Jnde|)eiuIont  (if  (he  bill  of  ilights. 
Be  it  so.  Kven  if  thi*  Lcj^islature  had  the  power, 
no  harm  could  be  done  by  the  insertion  of  ihcsti 
words.  There  wt-ie  other  t^entlemcn.  however, 
who  had  doubts  an  to  the  |)rc>vnt  existt'neo  of  the 
power.  The  only  design  of  the  amendment  was 
to  leave  in  thu  hands  of  the  Le^i^latiite  of  the 
State,  the  power  hereafter  to  enact  !>uch  laws  as 
Iho  public"  safety  might  require.  This  was  its 
whole  scope  ana  import. 

The  gentleman  had  asked  whether,  under  this 
clause,  the  Lei;i»lature  would  not  have  the  pow- 
er to  dislVanchibe  thi-.^^e  people.  Itwasso.  That 
was  precisely  what  ho  aimed  at;  bceause  tho 
emergency  might  arise  when  the  public  safe- 
ty would  demand  that  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Legislature. 
The  amendment  gave  that  power  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, confiding  ill  the  wisdom  and  forbearance  of 
that  body — and  trusting  that  they  would  never 
forget  the  past  history  of  the  iState,  i-.or  be  talse 
to  the  dictates  of  duty  and  humanity.  It  was  in- 
deed much  more  likely  that  that  lx}dy  would  for- 
bear too  long,  than  that  ihoy  would  ucl  too  rash- 
ly. We  could  not  be  blind  to  the  dangers  which 
surrounded  us.  Wc  euuld  not  be  blmd  to  tlio 
fiendish  nets  of  the  abolitionists,  nor  to  thn  bitter 
seeds  of  discoid  which  they  were  sewing  between 
the  master  and  tlio  slave,    it  was  the  aoleuin 


duty  of  the  State  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
danger,  into  whatever  form  it  might  pieaent  H-* 
self. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  whether 
it  could  be  regarded  as  unchristian  to  protect 
ourselves.  Self-prcjiervation  was  the  first  principle 
in  our  nature.  Ho  looked  on  this  as  a  mere 
question  of  police.  He  had  been  induced  to  in- 
troduce his  amendment,  because  it  had  been  said 
here  that  there  were  many  abolition i&ta  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore.  It  was  no  such  thing.  The  aboli- 
tioniats  there  arc  very  few.  His  amendment  on- 
ly reserved  to  tho  Legislature,  the  power  to  rea- 
cue  the  people,  if  it  should  ever  become  neces- 
sary, for  tho  safety  or  tranquility  of  the  State. 
His  colleague  had 'said  we  should  do  nothing  to 
build  up  abolition  in  other  States. 

Mr.  GwiNN  contended  that  we  had  no  right  to 
do  any  thing  to  violate  the  rights  of  the  colored 
pecmlo  among  us,  while  they  conduct  theai- 
seliTs- peaceably,  or  to  strengthen  the  principle 
of  abolition  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Bbrkt  replied,  that  we  could  not  now,  by 
any  legislative  provision,  carry  away  these 
colored  people  out  of  the  State.  The  only  way 
was  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Legisb- 
ture.  The  gentleman  from  Cecil,  tliought  bii, 
(.Mr.  B.'s)  original  prop^isition  cruel,  because  It 
takes  away  the  rights  of  this  class  of  our  popula- 
tion, and  leaves  them  at  the  meicy  of  a  ruUilea 
Legislature.     It  was  not  so. 

Mr.  McLane  stated  that  he  only  meant  to  say 
that  the  amendment  proposed  to  deprlTO  then, 
by  giving  tho  Legislature  the  power  to  do  so,  of 
the  rights  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  another 
article  in  the  bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  Brent  replied,  that  it  only  gave  the  Leg- 
islature the  power  to  remove  them,  whenerer  it 
shall  betrome  necessar)'  for  the  safety  of  the  StatSj 
and  every  consideration  required  that  the  Legin 
lature  should  have  this  power  for  our  self-preser- 
vation. We  should  at  all  times  guard  against 
the  torch  of  the  incendiary  being  applied  to  the 
magazine;  and  here  was  a  class  of  people,  which 
at  some  time,  might  become  a  moral  magaiioe, 
fraught  with  our  destruction. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amsod- 
ment  of  Mr.  Brent,  as  modified  by  the  accepta- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Merrick,  and  was 
decided  in  the  aihrmative. 

So  the  amendment,  as  modified,  wasagceedto. 

And  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to-inor- 
row,  at  eleven  o^clock. 


THURSDAY,  February  6th,  185L 

The  Convention  met  at  eleven  o^clock. 
Prater  was  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gbifpitb. 
The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

PERSONAL    EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CiiAMHEKs  of  Kent,  rose  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  A  friend  had  informed  niia 
last  evening,  tliat  his  language  reported  in  dM 
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debate*  of  Saturday  last,  had  been  undcrBlooil  in 
a  sense,  which  he  wai  not  wniinir  to  have  impu- 
ted to  him,  and  which  it  was  not  his  design  to 
convey.  The  gentleman  from  Baltimorf.  city,  , 
(Mr.  Gwinn,)  had  been  understuod,  in  i\w  com-  • 
miitee  room,  as  expressing  his  fixed  determina- 
tion to  make  an  ai^ument  in  the  IJoii<ii>,  on  ihc 
question  of  popular  representation.  Me  under-  , 
stood  the  gentleman  aficrwardit  tu  have  armoun-  < 
ced  his  determination,  on  the  floor  of  thi*  liou«e,  ' 
to  the  same  effect.  Subsequently,  when  the  gen- 1 
tieman  united  in  the  effort,  niadu'tty  other  niRni-  | 
hers  to  have  the  subject  recomnnttiMl,  withH)ul 
discusiing  the  merits  of  the  general  question,  ht?  . 
had  thought  it  fair  to  retort  this  chnn,e;e  of  posi- 
tion upon  the  gentleman,  in  reply  to  his  assault, 
(if  be  might  so  term  it,)  upon  him.  U  was  tu 
this,  and  this  alone,  he  designed  to  refer  as  the 
**erooked  and  tortuous  courso,'*  of  the  (;t>nt!e- 
man.  The  charge  of  the  j;entlcman,  on  Satur- 
day, and  his  defence,  were  both  made  in  );uod 
temper,  and  certainly  notliin;;  would  he  movK 
foreign  to  the  fact,  (»r  mure  unpleii>ant  to  him, 
than  to  have  it  supposed  hedesii;iied  to  impute  to 
that  gentleman,  'iny  habitual  evu^iion  of  duty  or 
responiibilty.  Their  relations  had  always  been 
most  friendly,  and  had  not  been  in  the  sli{rhtest 
degree  interrupted  by  the  little  good  humored 
pass  between  tiiem  on  Satunlay,  and  he  hoped 
oothing  would  occur  to  change  thc};e  relations,  :l^ 
he  professed  high  respect,  both  fur  the  intellec- 
tual and  boQorable  character  of  the  gentlemen. 
It  was  with  regret,  therefore,  he  had  heard  that 
in  the  ineompletene^ts,  ncces^ari!y  {crowinf;  oui 
of  the  parsimonious  mode  of  reporting,  there  had 
been  iound  room  for  a  construction  of  hi-i  re- 
marks, which  would  be  as  unjust  to  him.  as  to  the 
gentleman.  Of  course  he  had  resolved  to  cor- 
rect any  error  on  this  subject,  tlic  moment  it  had 
been  niggested  to  him,  by  the  kindnc«s  of  a 
riend. 

Mr.  Gwiwir  said  that  he  wa^  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent.     When 
the  debate  referred  to  was  in  jirnp^rchs,  he  had 
risen  to  an  explanation,  without  utt-udin;;  to  the 
peculiar  language  in  which  the  ob.^ervations  of 
the  gentleman  were  couched.     Yesterday,  how- 
ever, be  had  read  the  printed  report  of  his  re- 
marks, and  perceived  that  tlie  language  was  ea- 
^le  of  agrarer  meaning  than  he  had  supposed, 
and  hastbmfore  requested  a  friend  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  passage  in  ques- 
tion, id  order  that  he  might  explain  its  true  nican- 
iag.     He  did  not  suppose  that  the  ircntieman  ever 
designed  any  unpleasant  imputation,  and  look  it 
for  granted  that  he  would  place  it  in  a  pro|>er 
light,  when  he  was  made  aw  am  of  the  circum- 
stanee.    His  ready  courtesy  had  shown  him  that 
he  was  not  mistaken. 

For  himself,  he  could  only  nay,  that,  if  in  the 
debate  of  the  many  exciting  topics  which  might 
arise,  be  encroached  in  any  manner,  however 
slight,  upon  the  feeluigs  of  any  gentleman,  he 
would  be  glad  to  have  hia  attention  called  to  the 
cireamatance,  in  order  that  he  might  accord  that 
cxplaiiation  which  he  sliould  always  take  tho 
prmlege  of  requiring  from  others. 


The  Preiidcs'T  called  for  reports  of  commit- 
tee*. 

Their  heint;  no  reports, 

Mr.  RiDUF.i.v  moved  that  the  Convention  pro< 
'jced  to  the  onlers  of  the  day. 

lili:    HIM.    OK    KK.UT^. 

The  motion  havins;  heen  am-ed  to,  the  Con- 
vention resumed  the  eniiNiderlt^n  of  tho  order  of 
the  day,  heinf;  the  report  suluuittcd  by  .Mr.  Dor- 
m:y.  on  the  lllli  ult..  :is  Chainnari  ol'  the  eom- 
mittlee  on  the  deelanition  of  liifht;:. 

Tlie  pi-iidins;  question  was  on  ihe  adoption  of 
the  !Jl^t  artii'.le,  a«  \e*>tcrday  amended. 

Tlic  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
wa^^adopted. 

The  'i'Jiid  and  L'.ird  artirle>  of  the  bill  were 
read  and  adopted  ai  follow^  : 

Wr/.  XJ'J.  That  exre!!s-ive  bail  ouj;ht  not  to  be 
requn'e«l.  nor  txce-^sive  tines  imposed,  nor  cruel 
or  iniUMial  punishment  inflicted  hy  the  courts  of 
law. 

,'irt.  'J'.\.  That  all  warrants  w  ithnut  oath,  or 
aflirnialion,  to  s^earrh  ••u-peitcd  places,  or  to 
'•eize  any  perion  or  property,  arc  grievous  and 
opprC'»sive  ;  and  all  ueneral  wariaiits  to  >eareh 
suspected  place**,  or  to  appreliend  su.s|>ected  per- 
sons, without  naminir  or  (lescnbini;  tlu*  plaue,  or 
the  person  ins[)C('ial,  are.  illegal  and  ou^hl  not  to 
be  ifranttil. 

The,  '2\\h  article  was  read  a^  t'olIuw^  : 

•  h-t.  :J-1.  Tliat  there  ouj^lit  to  he  no  forfeiture 
of  any  pari  of  the  estate  ojf  any  jcrson  for  anv 
crime  except  murder,  or  treason  ajiainst  the  State', 
and  then  only  on  con\iction  and  attainder. 

7»]r.  Jenifer  woved  to  amend  the  said  section, 
by  strikincj  out  all  after  the  word  **  crime.'' 

Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  sue  that  any  case  could 
arise  in  the  Stale  of  Marylaml  where  a  forfeiture 
ol'  properly  shonUl  taki-  plac«!  after  a  criminal 
execulH)!!.  It  would  he  a  luinl  case  that  a  fami- 
ly alreudy  >uli"eriin;  Ihi;  hitter  results  of  the  crimi- 
nal acts  of  its  head,  should  he  visited  aIi:*o  with 
thi4  adtjilional  iutlietion. 

Mr.  Dknt  tillered  a  suh.'^litule  for  the  said  mo- 
tion, to  read  as  f'ullows  : 

Strike  out  all  the  tilth  article  tu  the  word 
"  trea-^on,"  in  the  Bccond  line,  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  follow  in;;  : 

"That  no  convietion  shall  work  corruption  of 
blond,  or  forlV-.ilurc  of  estate  except  for." 

Mr.  Jen'ifkk  expn:s«cd  hi^  williiit;ness  to  ac- 
cept the  Huhatitute  at  u  mudilieation  of  his  own 
proposition. 

Mr.  Merhick  ilcsired  to  suL^K^'-t  to  Iijb  coI- 
leai;ii«',  (Mr.  Jenifer.)  that  it  n.ijjht  possibly  he 
well  thai  he  shouhi  imxlify  hi*:  amendment.  Mp, 
(Mr.  M.,)  did  not  kn«  .v  exactly  the  scope  of  his 
colleai;ue^s  views.  Hut  he,  (Mr.  M.,)  would 
sui^gesl,  Ihat  the  time  might  come  when  it  not 
only  might  be  i^ood  [lolicy,  but  due  to  justice, 
that  there  should  hu  a  forfeiture  of  property 
in  case  of  treason.  If  it  met  the  vicu-^  of  his 
colleague,  he,  (.Mr.  M.,)  thouirht  that  tho  object 
might  bu  answered  by  simply  striking  out  the 
words,  "murder  or." 

He  could  not  contemplate  any  crime  as  to 
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which  it  WQR  at  all  probable  that  the  Leg- 
islature would  at  any  time  decree  a  forfeiture  of 
estate. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said,  that  he  would  with  pleasure 
accept  the  suggestion  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Mer- 
rick.) But  he,  (Mr.  J.)  could  not  see  any  ereat 
distinction  between  the  crime  of  murder  ana  that 
of  treason,  so  far  as  the  principle  involved  in  this 
amendment  was  ^jdhcerned.  His  great  object  was 
to  proTide  that  no  family  should  be  def)rived  of 
its  property,  by  reason  oi  crimes  committed  by 
its  head.  He  would  have  preferred  that  the 
whole  article  should  be  stricken  out;  but  was 
willing  to  accept  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Charles,  (Mr.  Dent.)  The  object  was 
to  punish  tlie  criminal,  but  not  to  punish  an  in- 
nocent and  unnofleiiding  family. 

Mr.  Dent  read  the  sixteenth  and  twenty-fourth 
articles,  to  show  that  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  if  adopted, 
Would  conflcct  with  the  former.  If  that  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  it  would  be  requisite  to 
strike  out  the  16ih  article. 

Mr.  DoRSEY  thought,  he  said,  that  it  would 
be  rather  unsafe  to  strike  out  the  word  ^'treason.*' 
He  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  word  "mur- 
der,*^ but  thought  that  ^'treason'*  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. During  our  revolutionary  struggle,  we 
found  the  Legislature  constantly  passing  laws 
under  which  a  considerable  portion  of  the  most 
valuable  real  estate  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
was  sold — the  property  of  tones — of  those  who 
abandoned  their  country  in  the  hour  of  her  peril, 
and  fled  to  the  enemy.  A  crisis  might  arise  in 
the  history  of  this  country,  where  a  vimilar  ne- 
cessity would  esist-  He  believed  that  under 
every  government,  treason  was  punished  by  for- 
feiture of  property,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  D.  explained  that  the  conflict  between  tlic 
several  articles  uf  the  bill  of  rights,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Charles,  [Mr.  Dent,]  supposed 
would  exist  under  the  amendment,  would  not  in 
fact  take  place. 

Mr.  Merrick  said,  he  thought  that  this  power 
to  punish  treason  by  forfeiture,  was  a  matter  of 
some  importance  to  the  govermcnt,  and  ought  to 
be  retained.  This  punishment  was  intended  to 
operate,  not  upon  the  subordinate  portion  of  tlie 
community,  but  upon  the  wealthy  and  powerful 
traitor.  He  had  the  means  of  eluding  the  crirainil 
law,  and  it  was  only  by  an  infliction  of  this  charac- 
ter that  he  could  be  reached.  This  power  consti- 
tuted a  check  upon  him  fur  which  no  adequate 
flubstitute  could  be  found.  There  was  no  other 
punishment  applicable  to  them.  The  crime  of 
treason  was  a  high  public  crime,  which  could 
not  otherwise  be  reached. 

Mr.  Dent  staid,  he  stood  corrected  as  to  the 
supposed  conflict  between  the  two  articles.  He 
found  they  would  not  conflict.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  forfeiture  for  treason,  and  he  tlicn 
modified  his  amendment. 

After  a  few  words  by  Mr.  Cuahbers,  of  Kent, 
and  Mr.  Dorsey,  as  to  the  construction  to  be 
given  to  the  article — 

Mr.  Jenifer  remarked  that  this  clause  was 
engrafted  on  the  Bill  of  Riglits  just  at  the  mo- 
mfipt  when  we  were  emergins  from  the  Kerolu- 


question  was  taken  on  striking  out  from 
tion,  the  words  **murder  or." 


tion.  It  was  not  probable  that  any  luch  eventi 
would  happen  again.  Why  then  were  we  to  pun- 
ish an  innocent  family  for  the  guilt  of  a  single 
individual  ?  Upon  reflection ,  he  felt  conatrained 
to  adhere  to  his  original  motion  to  strike  out  all 
the  clause  after  the  word  **crime.'* 

The  Prbiidxnt.  Does  the  gentleman  UMve 
that  amendment? 

Mr.  Jenifer.    I  do. 

Mr.  Merrick  rose  and  was  proceeding  to  ad- 
dress the  Convention — when 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  interposed,  and  si^- 
gested  to  him  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  could  attain  his 
object,  bv  calling  for  a  division  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  to 
apply  to  the  words  "mui'dcr  or." 

Mr.  Merrick  intimated  his  intention  eo  to  do. 
His  object,  he  said,  was  to  retain  in  the  Legidt- 
ture  the  power  to  punish  the  crime  of  treason  by 
forfeiture  of  estate.  It  was  wise  and  prudent 
that  the  power  should  be  retained  in  the  hands  of 
a  body  to  which  the  people  of  the  State  were  to 
look  for  all  their  future  well-being,  to  reach  a 
crime  in  the  ouly  way  in  which  it  ever  coold  be 
reached. 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Meauv. 
Jenifer  and  Merrick — after  which 

The  ^ 
the  sectfon, 

And  it  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  said  words  were  stricken  out. 

The  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  and,  by  ayes  34, 
noes  31,  the  said  words  were  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Dent  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  article, 
and  insert  the  following  substitute : 

**That  no  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of 
blood  or  forfeiture  of  estate." 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  substitute  was 
adopted. 

The  twenty-fifth  article,  as  amended,  was  then 
read. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested,  that  this  article  fnn- 
trated  one  of  the  objects  he  had  in  view,  in  (he 
vote  which  he  had  just  Kiven.  He  desired  to 
strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  article,  which  for- 
feited the  estate  for  treason  or  murder.  He  de- 
sired to  deny  to  the  Legislature  the  power  to  de- 
clare by  law,  that  either  of  these  crimes  should 
work  a  forfeiture  of  estate.  Jf  the  amendmcot 
of  tlie  gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Dent,)  m 
vailed,  his,  l(Mr.  T.*s)  object  in  the  vote  heW 
given,  was  defeated.  The  conviction  itself 
might  not  work  a  forfeiture;  bul  the  Legislatan 
might  provide  by  bill  of  attainder,  for  a  forfiri-  ^ 
ture. 

Some  explanation  followed. 

Mr.  Thomas  hoped  some  fcntleman  wouM 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Mr.  Dorse V  suggested,  that  the  sixteenth  m^ 
tion,  accomplished  the  object  which  the  gtl^ 
man  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Tliomas,)  had  in 
view. 

Mr.  Thomas  acquiesced,  remarking  that  he 
was  not  here  at  the  time  the  report  was  m*^  . 
and  had  not,  therefore,  had  an  opportunity  »  . 
ezanuniDg  it. 
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The  question  wag  then  Rtated  to  be  on  the 
twenty-fourth  article,-  as  amended. 

Mr.  McMa&trr  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
amemlroent,  because  he  thouj^ht  thnt  the  language 
of  the  original  article  was  more  plain  and  compre- 
hensive.    He  hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  article  was 
adopted. 

TheS5th,2(;th,  and  27th  articles  were  seve- 
rally read,  and  no  nmKiulnienl  having  been 
offered  thereto,  were  adopted,  as  follows: 

miri.  35.  That  a  well  regulated  militia  is  the 
proper  and  natural  defence  of  a  free  govern- 
ment. 

Art,  26*  That  standing  armies  are  dangcroui 
to  liberty,  and  ought  not  tu  be  raided  or  kept  up 
without  consent  of  the  Ijcgislalure. 

»^.  27.  That  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  the 
military  ou^ht  to  be  under  strict  subordination  to, 
and  controlof  the  civil  jiower. 

The  twenty-eighth  artir:lc  of  tliu  report  was 
read  as  followfi: 

Art.  t38.  That  no  soldier  oiip;)it  to  bo  quartered 
in  any  house  in  time  of  peace, {without  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner,  and  in  time  nf  war  in  such 
uianner  as  the  I^islaturc  shall  direct. 

Mr.  Dent  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  there 
wai  B  word  wanting  in  this  article.  And  he 
moved  to  amcml  it  by  addiiijTi  after  the  word 
*"  manner/'  the  word  **  o[ily." 

The  amendment  was  ai^recd  to. 

And  the  article,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  29th  article  of  the  report  was  read,  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  otlcrcd  thereto,  wus 
adopted  as  follows : 

Art.  29.  That  no  porMiU  except  regular  sol- 
diers, mariners  and  marines,  in  the  service  of  this 
State,  or  militia  when  in  actual  service,  ought  in 
any  case  to  be  subject  to,  or  punishable  by  mar- 
tial law. 

The  30th  article  of  the  report  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jirt.  30.  That  the  independency  and  upright- 
ness of  Judges  arc  essential  to  the  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  a  great  security  to 
the  ri^ts  and  liberties  of  the  people  ;  wherefore 
the  Chancellor  and  Judges  sliall  not  be  removed 
except  for  misbehaviour,  on  conviction  in  a  court 
of  law,  or  by  the  Governor,  upon  the  address  of 
the  General  Assemblv ;  provided,  that  two-thirds 
of  all  the  members  of  each  House,  concur  in  such 
addreus ;  that  salaries,  liberal,  but  not  profuse, 
ought  to  be  secured  to  the  Chunnollor  and  Judges 
during  the  continuance  of  their  commissions, 
in  such  manner  and  at  vuch  time  as  the  Legisla- 
ture dial!  hereafter  direct  upon  consideration  of 
the  circumstances  of  this  State ;  no  Chancellor  or 
Judge  ought  to  hold  any  other  office,  civil  or  mili- 
tary, nnder  the  Constitution  or  Laws  of  this  State 
or  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  member  there- 
of, or  receive  fees  or  perquisites  of  any  kind  for 
the  diicfaarige  of  his  official  duties. 

Mr.  B&BNT,  of  Baltimore  city,  moved  to  strike 
oat  the  words  '*  ought  to  "  and  insert  '*  shall," 

So  as  to  make  the  provision,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  tx- 
pieHly  prohibitory. 

Tha  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  BowiB  moved  to  amend  the  article  in  the 
sixth  line,  by  striking^  out  "  two-thirds,''  and  in- 
serting a  majority. 

Some  desultory  discussion  followed  between 
Messrs.  DuasEv,  Bowie,  Jenifer  and  Wbkms, 
directed,  for  the  most  part,  to  the  proper  con- 
struction to  be  given  to  the  article,  when 

Mr.  Bowie  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Ridcelv  moved  to  amend  the  3Uth  arti- 
cle, in  the  eleventh  line,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "office,"  the  words  "of  public  trust  or  emol- 
ument of  any  kind  whatever.'' 

Mr.  BxKVT,  of  Baltimon*^  city,  said,  that  so 
far  as  such  oflices  were  concerned,  the  gentleman 
fmm  Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Kidgcly,)  could 
accomplish  his  objrct  by  in^ertini;  in  the  thirty- 
second  article,  the  words,*' trust  (ir  emolument.'* 

lie,  (Mr.  11.,)  would  now  propu>c  to  amend 
the  st^clioii,  li>  addin;r  the  wiird>: 

**Nor  shall  any  (lerson  hold  u  ciimn)i'«>ion  as 
Judjn;  or  (lianccllur,  at  any  lime  after  ^uch  per- 
son lias  qualified  or  acted  us  a  incinbcr  of  any 
Conventiun,  to  ruviscor  alter  the  (•oiiotitiition  of 
this  State,  but  theieiipon  nucIi  <-oiumission  as 
Judge  or  ChHiiccllor  ^ihall  be  vacated.*' 

Mr.  RiDUKi.Y  said,  that  the  prupositiun  of  the 
gentleman  from  H.iltiinoro  cii} ,  ^Mr.  Brent,) 
was  specific  in  it<  character,  and  he,  (Mr.  R.,) 
had  no  ohjection  to  its  being  nddcd  ua  an  amend- 
ment, at  the  end  of  his  uinciidnieiit..  The  latter, 
however,  was  broader,  and  covered  more 
grounil. 

Mr.  RiLwa.i.T  I  hen  mtxlilied  his  un)cndmeiit,by 
strikint;  out  the  word  ^'public,''  and  substituting 
tlie  word  "political."' 

Mr.  Chambf.R:(,  of  Kent,  ssiid.  that  of  course, 
the  meml)ers  of  this  Coiivetilion  would  make  such 
a  Constitution  as  they  might  think  right;  but,  as 
he  had  before  said,  the  Convention  ^^hould  know 
and  consider  well  what  it  was  doing.  He  refer- 
red to  his  own  poicilion.  Ho  live<l  inasmiill 
town,  where,  as  was  the  case  in  all  such  places, 
imiM)rtant  gentlemen  like  himself  were  bcarce. 
(Laughter.) 

lie  was  overpowered  with  ollice.s  of  public 
trusts.  [Mr.  C.  ran  over  the  roll  of  them  in  u  , 
good-natured  way.]  lie  was  incumbered  witli 
offices,  and  his  personal  convenience  would  be 
much  promoted  by  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county, 
(Mr.  Ridgely.)  But  he,  [.Mr.  C.,1  thought  that 
the  gentleman  should  give  a  bill  ol  particulars. 

Mr.  RiDOELY  hiterposed,  and  said,  lie  had  sub- 
stituted tlie  word  "political,"  Ibr  "public" 

Mr.  Chambers  remarked,  that  the  i>ioposition 
was  still  indcHnitc. 

In  reganl  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Ihcnt,)  he.  [.Mr.  (;.,| 
thought  that  this  was  not  the  proper  time  to  dis- 
cuss that  question.  The  proposition  opened  up 
the  whole  subject  matter,  just  where  it  liad  been 
left  a  namber  of  weeks  ago.  It  would  be  better 
to  let  it  pass  and  not  to  rake  up  matter  for  future 
discussion. 
Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  said: 
That  in  offering  this  amendment,  ho  dUl  not 
design  to  rellect  injuriously  on  Jud.m'S  in  this 
CouvcDtioni  but  to  bo  consistent  wilh  tiic  princi- 
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]  ]e  assumed  by  him,  in  objecting  to  the  Aeati  of 
Judires,  he  must  insist  on  liis  amendment. 

He  referred  to  the  fact,  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  credentials,  had  expressly  admit- 
ted the  jiid};e8  to  seats  on  this  floor,  because  the 
old  bill  of  rights  did  not  apply  in  its  terms,  to  a 
Convention;  and  therefore,  he  wislicd  to  make 
the  new  bill  of  rights  explicit  on  this  subject. 

Other  gentlemen  thought  that  wo  had  no  pow- 
er to  decide  who  i^hould  come  into  future  Cod- 
ventions,  but  he  was  for  passing  the  prohibition 
now,  and  leaving  to  posterity  to  decide  our  pow- 
er to  do  so.  It  would,  at  least,  be  a  declaration 
of  the  moral  sense  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  the  positions  taken  by 
him  when  on  the  committee  or  credentials,  (be- 
fore a  Reporter  was  appointed,)  that  a  judge 
should  be  far  removed  from  any  exciting  clement 
of  parly  strife,  and  if  possible,  isolated  in  his 
sublimity — that  he  should  devote  all  his  time  and 
energy  tohis  judicial  labors,  which  his  oath  re- 
quirch  him  to  administer  '^without  delay.*'  If 
judges  were  in  future  times,  to  come  here,  they 
would  soil  the  ermine  of  justice.  Referring  to  this 
Convention,  through  no  disrespect  to  the  judges 
personally,  who  were  here,  what  have  we  seen? 
VVe  have  seen  judges  here  for  weeks  and  months, 
necessarily  absent  from  their  duties  in  the  courts, 
in  proportion  as  they  were  faithful  here— we 
have  seen  them  going  into  party  caucusses. 

[IJcre  Mr.  Chambers  inquired,  if  he  had  gone 
into  any  caucus  about  principles  of  the  new  Con- 
stitulionr] 

Mr.  li.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  charge  that, 
hut  would  the  gentleman  deny  that  he  had  gone 
into  a  whig  party  caucus,  with  a  view  to  an  or- 
ganization of  the  House? 

If  he  would  not  deny  that,  it  was  the  same 
thing  in  principle,  as  it  proved  that  the  judge 
was  a  party  mun. 

Again,  judicial  reform,  even  to  the  uprooting 
of  the  whole  system,  was  one  of  the  (pjcstions  to 
decide,  \i\Hin  which  this  Convention  has  assem- 
bled. To  allow  men  holding  high  judicial 
places,  in  all  future  time,  to  be  present  acting  up- 
on their  own  tenure  of  office,  would  be  greatly 
calculated  to  depreciate  the  office  of  judge.  1 
do  not  moan  to  disfranchise  judges—but  let  them 
resign  their  judicial  commissions  before  they  can 
serve  in  a  Constitutional  Convention 

The  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,) 
says,  there  are  but  few  important  men  in  his 
county..  [Her(!  Mr.  Chambers  interposed  and  said 
in /lis  /Mm.]  Rut  few  important  men  in  his  town, 
and  therefore,  he  says,  that  he  is  overburdened 
with  a  nmltiplicity  of  small  offices  of  various 
kindii. 

Mr.  R.  was  sorry  to  hear  that  important  men 
were  so  scarce  in  Chestertown,  but  the  very  fact 
of  the  gentleman's  being  assessed  with  so  many 
offices,  proved  that  he  could  not  properly  attend 
to  all.  [.Mr.  Chambers  enquired  if  Mr.  Brent 
meant  to  say  that  he  had  neglected  his  judicial 
office.  ] 

Mr.  R.  replied  that  he  had  not  so  said,  but  he 
did  say  that  a  man  who  had  even  that  gentle- 
nian\s  disjiatch  for  business,  could  not  properly 
attend  to  all  the  various  offices  he  bad  assumed, 


and  he  must  necessarily  neglect  some  one  or 
more,  in  proportion  as  he  attended  to  the  rest. 
But  he,  (Mr.  B.)  wished  to  be  understood  as  lay- 
ing down,  in  the  Constitution,  no  rule  for  the  een- 
tlemen  who  were  here.  He  did  not  dispute  uieir 
integrity  or  merits,  but  he  wished  to  lay  down  m 
rule  of  public  policy,  based  on  human  experience 
of  the  weakness  of  mankind,  and  on  the  average 
of  human  character. 

Mr.  Chambers  said  the  gentleman  has  inform- 
ed us  what  he  thinks  human  nature  can  do  and 
cannot.  There  were  a  great  many  sorts  of  hu- 
man nature,  and  he  was  quite  sure  his  human 
nature  diffi^red  from  the  gentleman*s.  We  have 
been  plainly  told  by  the  gentleman,  that  political 
organization  and  party  interests,  directed  the 
votes  of  members  of  this  body.  He  much  regret- 
ted to  hear  it.  He  had  not  alloi^red  party  inlu- 
ences  to  regulate  his  votes  here,  nor  should  he  do 
so.  The  gentleman  still  harps  upon  his  old  tune 
about  the  judges,  and  the  neglect  of  their^dutiek 
He  ocknowledgcd  no  higher  duty  tlian  to  asiist 
in  makinga  Constitution,  and  tothatduty  he  had 
most  assiduously  applied  himself.  It  was  but  an 
act  of  justice  to  his  brethren,  who,  since  the  first 
of  December,  were  in  session  in  the  supreme 
court,  to  say  that  the  business  of  that  court  had 
not  been  neglected.  They  had  faithfully,  wisely 
and  usefully  performed  the  duties  of  that  court, 
and  he  believed  he  might  say  satisfactorily.  The 
gentleman  had  assumed  the  large  license  of  cen- 
suring, not  only  the  judges,  but  the  Legislature 
and  the  people  of  his  county.  He  was  here  by 
the  authority  of  the  Legislature — if  they  had  any 
authority.  He  was  hereby  the  selection  of  the 
freemen  of  his  county,  and  he  inclined  to  thbk 
it  w:is  not  a  matter  of  very  deep  regret  to  them 
that  the  gentleman  supposed  they  acted  very  un- 
wisely  in  sending  him  here.  How  far  tliis  dicta- 
tion to  the  hovercign  people — Uiifl  refusal  to  al- 
low them  to  judge  for  themselves,  who  should  re- 
present them,  was  consistent  with  the  high-toned 
notions  of  democracy,  it  was  not  for  him  to  de- 
cide. 

1'hc  gentleman  thought  the  judicial  ermine 
could  not  escape  a  stain  in  this  collision  and 
strife — that  it  was  not  in  human  nature.  Now 
it  was  in  Uiis,  he  supposed,  his  human  nature  dif- 
fered from  that  of  the  gentleman.  He  could  lay 
his  hand  on  his  bosom,  and  aver  that  his  opinkms 
were  uninflenced  by  motives  of  interest,  if  he 
could  not,  he  would  not  be  here.  Why  what 
Ik  there  in  the  paltry  salary  of  a  Judge  of  your 
i:>upreme  Court,  compared  with  his  labors,  to 
make  him  so  earnest  in  holding  on  to  it?  He 
denied,  in  the  boldest  terms,  that  after  filling  the 
oflice  for  more  than  sixteen  years,  ho  was  not  in- 
debted to  the  State  on  a  fair  account,  one  dollar. 

He  had  rendered  services  fully  equivalent  to 
every  cent  and  more.  The  same  services  at  the 
bar,  would  have  secured  him  five  times  ths 
amount  of  pecuniary  compensation.  Let  tb8 
debtor  and  creditor  sides  of  Uie  account  be  fairly 
stated,  and  the  balance  sheet  would  not  be  agalut 
him.  He  could  leave  the  bench  to-morrow,  with- 
out the  least  apprehension  of  making  a  bad  bar* 
gain.  In  saying  this,  it  was  proper  for  him  to 
add  that  he  felt  the  most  profoimd  sense  of  oUi- 


203 


gation  to  the  State  for  the  confidence  which  had 
placed  him  in  the  various  high  and  important 
trusts  to  which  he  had  been  called.  No  one 
knew  so  well  as  himself,  how  far  it  cxccedr<]  his 
claims,  and  none  knew  better  that  it  wns  the  re* 
suit  of  kind  and  generous  feelings  hy  many  per- 
sonal friends  whose  partiality  concealed  liiH  in- 
firmities. For  these  repeated  instances  of  (rcm- 
fidence  and  respect,  he  could  never  cear^e  to 
cherish  the  warmest  return  of  j;ratitude  and 
thankfulness. 

But  there  is  nothing  in  the  value  of  a  judge- 
ship to  make  an  intelligent  man  a  fool,  or  an  hon-  , 
Oil  man  a  knave.  This  wast  no  place  for  party. 
What  is  party — political  party  r  The  creature  of 
a  day.  One  man  uppermost  to-day,  at  thu  bot- 
tom to-morrow.  Who  couM  tell  how  long  par- , 
ties,  as  now  arranged,  were  to  continue?  'I'hcy 
were  now  in  a  erysalis  state,  and  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Cecil  said  the  other  day,  promising  an 
early  re-organization.  He  thought  there  could 
tie  no  greater  misconception  of  duty  tlian  to  sup- 
pose we  are  here  to  promote  any  political  party. 
As  to  the  influence  of  office,  he  was  not  ipiito 
sure,  whether  after  a  full  and  fair  estimate,  it 
would  be  found  to  operate  more  t^trongly  on  some 
half  dozen  who  held  the  offices,  and  wished  to 
retain  them,  or  on  five  times  that  number  who 
desired  to  put  out  the  incumbents  to  put  them- 
selves in. 

Mr.  BaEKT,  of  Baltimore  city,  stated  that  he 
was  surprised  at  the  gentleman  from  KiMit  (Mr. 
Chambers)  speaking  of  some  caus43  out&ide  of  this 
House  if  not  in    it,  fur  his   (Mr.  IVs.)  course. 

Here  Mr.  CiiAMCKas  interposed,  and  di&i'laiined 
any  such  meaning,  as  his  relations  with  Mr. 
BaENT  had  always  been  friendly — to  which  he 
(Mr.  B.)  absented. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  admited  that  the  gentleman 
from  Keut  had  fully  and  honestly  earned  his 
salary  since  he  had  been  u])on  the  bench,  but 
could  this  be  said  of  all  Judges?  He  did  not  ques- 
tion their  honesty,  but  had  all  jud.:;e.»  in  this 
State,  been  able  to  cam  their  salaries?  lie 
should  think  not.  But  the  geutleniun  from  Kent 
says  he  has  neglected  no  duty  by  coniing  here, 
and  the  Courts  were  in  progress  now,  the  same 
as  if  this  Convention  were  not  sitting.  Now,  1 
haye  it  on  respectable  authoritv,  that  the  Court 
of  Appeals  sitthig  over  our  lieads,  has  been 
sometimes  compelled  to  adjourn  for  want  of  a 
qoorum,  while  we  have  been  siltinir  here. 

When  he  spoke  of  caucus,  he  had  referred  to 
one  for  party  organization  of  the  House.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Kent  had  come  hero  on  a 
party  organization,  and  had  voted  in  this  Cou- 
Tention,  side  by  side,  with  the.  party  column  to 
which  he  was  attached.  He  might  not  suppose 
he  was  as  much  touched  with  puny  here  as  other 
men,  but  he  was  never  found  voting  with  the 
political  party  to  which  he  (.Mr.  H.)  belonged. 
What  right  has  a  judge,  to  know  party  in  any 
shape,  while  he  holds  his  commission?  And 
what  has  a  judge  to  do  with  party  operations? 
If  the  gentleman  from  Kent  went  into  a  party 
caucus,  he  knows  something  of  pcirty,  and  is  ex- 
poud  to  party  taint.  That  gentleman  had  spoken 
of  parly  teudencics  here,  and  had  lectured  us  fur 


those  tendencies,  and  yet  his  cour«c  fallowed  that 
he  was  not  pcrhu|ni  more  free  from  those  party 
iiiHuenres  than  others.  Mr.  B.  concurred,  Ihiit 
party  lines  were  out  of  place  here,  and  he  tleplo- 
red  this  unhappy  condition  of  adDirs.  When  he. 
spoke  of  judges  being  inlluenced  by  sordid  mo- 
tives, he  meant  no  per$>onal  apjilication  to  any 
gentleman,  hut  he  spoke  rather  of  liunian  nature 
:is  i'ouinl  in  the  agL're^ate,  und  which  according 
to  all  experience  i**  g«'nerally  prone  to  !^elfi>h  and 
pergonal  eoii>ideration<,  and  against  which  tend- 
encies it  should  be  the  poliey  of  the  Jaw>«  to 
guard. 

Mr.  B.  admitted,  that  invited  by  the  honest 
])i'mo('rat>  of  Kent,  he  had  ^one  over  last  sum- 
mer and  addressed  the  people  of  one  election  dis- 
trict near  Cook's  Old  Field>,  where  Sir  Peter 
Parker  was  killed.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  there  ha- 
rangued agiiin^t  the  election  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kent,  (Mi.  Chaiuliers,)  who  non- 
says,  that  the  people  of  Kent  county  had  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  my  appeals.  Hut  1  will  ask  thut 
gentleniun  it*  he  wa<>  not  greatly  disappointed 
when  then'turn;^  from  that  election  district  came 
III,  j-howing  the  lo*'»  of  some  fifty  or  sixty  votes 
whieli  thu  gentleman  calculated  on — a  result 
which  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  claim  as  caused  by 
his  appeul  or  that  of  another  gentlemun  who 
8poke,  hut  rather  by  the  good  sense  of  the  people. 

It  did  not,  liowever,  look  much  like  turning  a 
deaf  car,  wln-n  the  gentleman  (.Mr.  Chambers) 
with  his  eoinmanding  talents  and  high  personal 
ehara<;ler,  was  onl\  elected  by  some  sevrn  votes 
in  a  county  which  generally  giveii  from  one  hun- 
dred and  Vifty  to  two  hundred  Whig  majority. 
The  gentleman  from  Kent  hus  said  that  he  is 
here  and  holds  his  seat  by  authority  of  the  people 
and  the  Legislature.  [Mr.  Chambei-s  explainod 
and  said  "by  authority  <if  the  l^^aisbture  if  it 
had  a!»y  aiithority.'J  And  yet,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
gentleman  early  in  the  session  emphatically  de- 
uicd  that  the  Legislature  had  aiij  authority  to 
call  a  Convention,  or  that  the  people  could  ever 
give  any  validity  to  the  new  Constitution  by 
adopting  it  at  the  ballot  t)0X  in  June  next.  Ac- 
coi(lin<r  to  the  gentle man^s  notions  the  new  Con- 
stitution would  be  a  nullity  until  the  existing 
State  authorities  should  choose  to  acquiesce  in 
the  new  Constitution. 

If  the  new  Constitution  should  disqualify  judges 
sitting  in  future  Conventions,  it  would  cert;iin- 
ly  bind  the  Legislature  not  to  pass  any  aet  to 
jjualily  them. 

In  pill  suit  g  the  course  he  hud  done  he  was 
not  actuated  by  hostility  towards  the  judges, 
and  he  claimeil  no  other  juiigment  for  his  acts 
but  that  he  had  acted  from  a  conscientious  sense 
ofdut) — even  ai;ainst  all  the  motives  of  human 
interest  wliieh  would  have  restrained  hhn  in  his 
course. 

Mr.  Si'ENCER  here  made  a  sutrgpstion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  passitij^  this  article  by  informally.  It 
Would  inoH!  properly  come  up»  when  the  judicial 
report  was  under  eoiiaideration;  and  he  had  been 
given  to  under->tand  that  that  rejiort  was  rcaily. 

Mr.  Krent  thought  the  subject  was  in  its  pro- 
per place.     _ 
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Mr.  Merrick  said  he  thought  this  was  the 
place  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  RiDCELY  said  that  when  he  had  offered 
the  amendinont  which  had  given  rise  to  this  de- 
bute, he  intended  it  to  have  a  eeneral,  not  a  spe- 
cial application.  IIcMipposed  that  it  was  con* 
ceded  on  ail  hands,  that  the  judicial  officers  should 
be  kept  distinct  from  all  other  officers.  He  had 
not  anticipated  the  onpo«tition  which  had  risen  up 
to  his  proposition.  It  had  been  doubted  by  some, 
whether  u  judge  ou<i;ht  to  have  a  seat  in  thisCon- 
▼ention.  1 1  is  object  was  to  prevent  a  judge  from 
holding  any  political  tni»t  or  employment;  that  it 
may  be  distinctly  understood  hereafler,  that  no 
person  sitting  as  a  judge,  fthoiild  he  a  member  of 
any  political  body,  lie  thought  his  object  couJd 
not  be  misundcr.stood. 

Mr.  CiiAMRGRs  said  he  had  no  objection. 

The  question  wns  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  RiocELT,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Thenuestion  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  JiRENT,  ofUaltiniore  cilv* 

Mr.  McManter  moved  that  the  amendment  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  said,  that  that  motion,  if  it 
should  be  insisted  on,  and  should  prevail,  would 
carry  with  it  the  whole  rej^ort  of  the  committee 
on  the  bill  of  rights. 

Mr.  McMaster  thereupon  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion: 

Mr.  Bren't  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  SpEKCER  made  a  few  oltservations  to  the 
effect,  that  he  held  the  people  to  he  supreme.  If 
a  majority  of  tiie  Convention  intend  to  say  the 
people  shall  not  change  the  Constitution,  except 
in  the  mode  here  |»oiiited  out,  then  this  amend- 
ment is  proper  to  carry  out  that  intention  ;  but  if 
the  Convention  should  declare  that  the  pirople 
have  the  right  to  change  the  Constitution  at  (heir 
will,  and  in  their  own  way,  that  would  settle  the 
matter,  lie  gave  notice  that  he  intcndrd  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey,)  and 
he  would  do  it.  With  such  a  moditication,he  would 
feel  himi^elf  coinpclltd  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  (Mr. 
Presstman.)  But,  he  repeated,  if  the  doctrine  is 
to  be  established  thut  the  people  are  to  be  bound 
to  act  in  the  mode  pre^criiied  by  this  Constitution, 
then  tliis  propositiun  is  right ;  if  not,  it  ought  to 
be  rejected. 

Mr.  HicRS  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  modified  once  or  twice,  and 
Anally  assumed  the  form  hereafter  giveu. 

[I'hc  Kcportcr  cannot  make  the  proceedings 
on  the  amendment  intelligible,  as  he  has  no 
means  of  tracing  the  proposition.  It  appears  up- 
on tiic  journal  only  in  the  form  \ihich  it  finally 
assumed.  The  same  difllculty  exists  in  regard 
to  the  other  )>roposilions.] 

The  qucAtionl  then  camo  back  to  the  modified 
amendnieiit  of  Mr  Brent. 

Mr.  Je.s'!fer  suggcsiled  to  Mr.  Brent,  to  in- 
clude (i// ofiii-("«,  urid  exprci>.?ed  his  surprise  at  the 
!<(H>eeh  which  the  gentleman  had  made  to-day — 
sccinir  that  that  gentleman  had  zone  as  far  as  the 
furthebt  in  giving  the  election  of  judges,  aod  all 


other  ofTices,  to  the  people;  and  yet  now  the  gen- 
tleman proposed  to  Ibrhid  the  people  exercising 
the  very  power  which  he  was  so  anxious  ti>  give 
to  them.  It  seemed  like  "keeping  Uje  word  of 
promise  to  the  car,  and  breaking  it  to  the  hope.*' 

Mr.  Brent  replied  to  the  suggestion,  as  to 
making  the  amendment  general,  that  the  article 
which  he  proposed  to  amend  related  to  no  other 
subject  matter  than  thtit  of  judges. 

Mr.  Jenifer  indicated  his  intention  to  ^ 
against  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  he  took  no  pleasure  in  dis- 
cussions of  this  character,  and  would  not  partici- 
pate if  he  was  at  liberty  to  avoid  voting.  But, 
as  he  must  vote,  and  intended  to  vote  against  the 

Eropositiuii  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city, 
e  felt  constrained  to  suy  a  few  words,  that  his 
reasons  for  lh:it  vote  mipht  not  be  misunder- 
stood.   By  a  silent  vote  against  that  amendment, 
he  might  leave  room  to  have  it  sup|)osed,  that  he 
did  not  feel  the  force  of  what  had  been  said,  as 
to  the  inconvenience  parties  to  appeals,  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Stale,  might  experience 
by  the  absence  of  two  of  the  judges  of  that  Court, 
in  attendance  as  incmlierfi  of  this  Convention. 
He  would  say  thai  there  was  much  force  in  what 
had  been   said  on  that  subject.     But  in  saying 
this,  he  desired  to  disclaim  all  wish  to  make  the 
attendance   here,  of  two  geiitlemtn  who   were 
distinguished  hy  a  long  career  of  useful  public 
service,  in   any  degree  unpleasant.     They  were 
here  in  pursuance  of  the  pnjvisituis  of  tlie  law, 
under   which  this    Convention  had    assembled. 
That  law  authorized  the  judges  to  take  seaU  as 
memliers  of  this  t'onveiition.    The  law  had  been 
submitted  to  the  pople  cd'  the  whole  state  for 
their  sanctitiu.     A  large  majority  of  the  people 
had  accepted  the  law,  and  we  were  all  here  in 
obedience  to  its  privileges  and  rcquii-cments.    In- 
deed, but  for  thr.  requirement  of  that  law,  Fred- 
erick county  wouhl  never  have  consented  to  mMi 
her  sister  counties  in  a  (Uuiventiou  such  as  this, 
where  the  people  arc  not  fairly  repiescntcd.   The 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  had  proposed  to  the  peo- 
ple to  meet  in  Ctmvention,  with  representatives 
apportioned  as  they  are  under  this  law.   The  peo- 
ple had  no  alternatives,   but  submission  to  tlie 
Constitution  as  it  is,  or.  to  meet  in  Convention 
on  the  conditions  thut  the   Legislature  had   im- 
posed.   The   majority   made  choice  of  the  last 
alternative,  and  we  were  all  here  under  Uie  law, 
the  judges  being  here  with  as  much  title  as  other 
members. 

Now  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  proposes 
to  insert  in  the  Constitution  we  are  to  frame,  a 
provision  denying  to  Judges  in  this  State  here- 
after, a  right  to  take  scats  in  any  futuits  Conven- 
tion, that  may  be  assembled  to  change  or  abolish 
this  Constitution.  For  this,  xMr.  Thomas  said  he 
could  not  vote.  We  had  no  power  to  coinc  after 
us  in  this  respect.  Such  an  article  in  th  c  Con- 
stitution could  have  no  ed'ect.  Tiic  generations 
of  men  who  arc  to  succeed  us  us  residents  -uf  this 
State,  will  have  a  right  to  meet  in  Contention, 
and  disregard  such  a  restriction.  If  we  wi  're  to 
declare  in  this  (^nhtitiition,  ttiat  the  peop  le  of 
Maryland  should  not,  hereafter,  meet  in  Coi  iven- 
tionto  abolisli  or  change  tliat  icistrumcnt,  bu  ch  a 
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Mild  be  a  nullity.    There  is  a  well- 
ition,  however,  as  to  the  power  we 
officers,  wo  may  authorize  to  hold 
under  thin  Coivttitution,  and    the 
3  to  restrain  our  posterity  in  the  ex« 
■ight  of  self-government.     Wc  may 
one  to  the  tenures  of  these  oflices. 
ire  that  a  Judgr,  the  Attorney  Gen - 
ile«  or  other  otlicer  under  thiH  Coii- 
I  not  take  a  scat  in  a  future  Con- 
he   has   Knit  resigned  his  office, 
provisiun  there  would  not  be  injun- 
ip.     It  would  have  the  cifcct  to  put 
It  a  future  Convention,  on  a  fuot- 
equality. 
de  in  the,Contilitution  having  for  its 

I  endf  he  could  consihtentiy  vote, 
dily  see  that  the  public  interest 
the  constant  attention  of  high  ofii- 
Judgcs  of  our  Supreme  Court,  and 
General  of  the  State,     lie  did  not 

tunctionaiics  being  here,  however, 

that  Uicy  uiic;ht  l>e.  interested  in 
iges  in  the  form  uf  the  government. 

suppose  that  any  one  could  be 
ember  of  a  body  of  this  character, 

intent  upon  tii»  pruiiiotion  of  his: 
isi%  only.  And  agreed  with  the 
PQ  Kent.  (Mr.  Chambers.)  in  suji- 
pira lions  for  onice'i,  iiad  full  as 
t  ou  the  conduct  of  men  as  the  dis- 
ain  onir.-es  already  held.  Believing 
r.)  was  not  \ery  unwiliinirto  leave 
the  State  ai  perfect  liberty  to  send 
C^onveiition,  otFiecrs  who  held  com- 
:  the  ("unstitution  which  was  to  be 

II  he  would  vote  with  the  trentle- 
timorc  city,  if  hs  would  modify  his 

as  to  make  il  a  limitation  on  the 
CCS  wc  were  about  to  establish, 
not  vote  to  ineorporaie  any  article 
ition  that  had  for  its  uhject  a  limi- 
lower  of  the  people,  to  change,  al- 
iheir  form  of  g«>verninent  whenever 
£  proper  to  do  so,  to  promote  their 

ipUICbS. 

BRs  rose  merely  to  remove  the  im- 
I  might  otherwise  be  produced,  if 
DS  were  usrjigned,  for  those  who 
imendnicnt,  except  those  assigned 
an  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,) 
0  preceded  him. 

altogether  from  some  of  the  pro- 
s  gentleman  from  Frederick,  and, 
time,  would  repeat  and  enforce 
nil  in  relation  to  them.  He  was  an 
ite  of  the  doctrine  that' the  Conati- 
nd  the  whole  community.  His  ob- 
cuse  him&cif  and  his  friends  from 
inference.  There  were  two  sides 
ons.  He  did  not  wiiih  to  allow 
^favUt  to  bo  entered  against  him. 
desultory  proceedings, 
acceptmg  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
aed  his  amendment  by  adding  af- 
Chanccllor^'  the  following: 
vencral,  or  of  any  other  civil  offic«r 
slitution  of  this  State.^' 


Mr.  Hicst  now  moved  the  following  modified 
amendment,  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Brckt: 

*'Nor shall  any  member  of  this  Convention  ac- 
cept any  office  or  appointment  under  the  new 
Constitution,  for  ten  years  after  its  adoption.''* 

Mr.  HicKs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and 

After  some  conversation,  were  taken  and  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

JJJfirmatwe — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan. Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Dorsey,  Wei  In, 
Kent,  Bond,  Solleis.  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Hidge- 
ly,  John  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Williams, 
Hicks,  Goldsborough,  Kccicston,  Phelprji,  Sprigg, 
Dirickson,  Mc.Master,  Hearn,  Jacobs,  Gailher, 
Fierj',  John  Newcomer,  Michael  Newcomer, 
Davis,  Shower  and  Cockcy— .3:^. 

Arg-alire — Messrs.  Dent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson, 
Weems,  Dalrymple,  Brent  of  Charles,  Merrick, 
Bell,  Welch,  Sherwood  ofTalbot,  Colston,  Cham- 
bers of  Cecil,  MeCullough.  Miller,  McLunc, 
Bowie,  Spencer,  Thomas,  Shriver,  Biser,  Sap- 
pington,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  Magraw,  Nel- 
son, Carter, Thawley,  Hardcastle.  Gwiun,  Stew- 
art of  Baltimore  city,  Bient  of  Baltimore  city, 
l're8stman,  Ware,  Kilgour,  Andtrson,  Weber, 
Hollyday,  Slicer  and  Egc— 39. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  Uicn  recurred  upon  the  amend- 
ment as  offered  by  Mr.  Brekt,  of  Baltimore 
city. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  amend  .^id  amendment 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "Chancellor,^'  the 
following : 

•*Attorney  General  or  of  any  other  civil  officer 
under  the  Constitution  of  this  State.'* 

Which  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Brent  of  Baltimore  city. 

Mr.  Parkk  was  excused  from  votins;,  having 
paired  off  for  a  limited  time,  (not  yel  expired,) 
with  Mr.  RicAUD. 

'i'he  question  then  i-ecurred  on  the  moddied 
amendment  of  Mr.  Brent. 

Messrs.  Buchanan  and  Hicks  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays; 

W  bich  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Thomas  said: 

He  had  not  given — he  did  not  propose  to  aK^^ign 
any  reasons  in  support  of  the  opinions  he  had 
expressed,  as  to  our  entire  want  of  power  to  limit 
or  restrain  tlie  people  of  Maryland,  who  are  to 
succeed  us,  in  the  exercise  of  that  inalienable 
right  that  exists  in  all  political  cooununities,  to 
form  for  themselves  a  government.  He  did  not 
desire  to  discuss  a  proposition  so  universally  ad- 
milted  to  be  true  in  this  country.  Ho  referred 
to  an  incident  in  the  Virj^inia  Constitutional 
Convention  of  18:29,  to  show  the  opinion  enter- 
tained on  that  subject  by  distinguished  members 
of  that  body,  then  present. 

At  the  close  of  that  Convention,  one  of  the 
members  proposed  to  insert  an  article  in  their 
Constitution,  giving  power  to  tin;  people  of  Vir- 
ginia to  meet  by  their  delegates,  in  a  future  Con- 
vention. Mr.  John  Randolph  opposed  and  ridi- 
culed the  proposition,  saying  that  the  mnjority 
of  the  people  would  have  that  right,  without  !>ueh 
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an  article,  and  could  not  be  deprived  of  that 
right,  by  an  article*,  in  the  Constitution  e.xpres}>ly 
forbiildinj?  them  to  exercise  sucli  a  power.  He 
said  that  article  in  the  Constitution,  declaring 
that  that  Constitution  should  be  perpetual,  would 
bo  of  no  more  binding  force  on  theiieopleof  Vir- 
ginia, than  the  concluding  words  often  found  in 
a  treaty  of  peace,  wlicn  it  was  declared  that  tiie 
articles  of  the  treaty  filiould  be  a  perpetual 
league  and  covenant,  between  the  high  contract- 
ing partie!>.  And  tliat  every  man  knew,  that  not- 
withstanding this  ^'perpetual  league  and  cove- 
nant/' the  *'high  contracting  partie^^'  were  often 
at  war  ai^ain  in  a  very  short  time  after  puch  trea- 
ties had  been  signed,  without  being  charged  even 
with  any  breach  of  moral  obligations;  and  why 
i^  this  true  ? 

Because,  Mr.  President,  every  community  has 
an  inalienable  right  to  seek  its  own  safety  and 
happiness. 

In  ttie.se  opinions  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Thomas 
said  the  Convention  of  Virginia  witli  great  unan- 
imity concurred.  Chief  Justice  Man^hall,  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  Giles,  Watkins  Lee,  Mr.  Mercer, 
and  numerous  otiier  distinguished  men  being 
present.  The  article  aulhorisinir  the  people  t'l 
meet  in  Convention  was  rejected,  notwithstand- 
ing whicti,  the  peo[)le  of  Virginia  hy  their  dele- 
grates  arc  now  in  Convention  as.scniblcd  to  change 
or  aboli<!h  their  Constitution. 

Mr.  CuAMHKKS  inquired  of  Mr.  Thomas  wheth- 
er, if  by  virtue  cif  the  supreme  power  of  the  peo- 
ple, a  law,  which  hud  been  unconstitutionally 
passed  by  the  JiCgisluture,  had  been  made  valid 
by  thcacquie^'Ci-nce  of  the  pi'.opte,and  their  pubso- 
qucnt  action  under  it,  it  might  not  again  occur, 
Ihut  (he  r^egislature  might  pass  an  acl,  calling  a 
Convention,  and  provicle  therein  that  these  ofli- 
ccrs  should  be  eligible  to  seat.-*  there,  which  by 
thts  acijtiicsccnce  of  the  people  might  also  be 
rendered  valid .' 

Mr.  Thomas  replied  that  at  a  proper  time  he 
would  dibouss  that  puint.     ile  was  ready. 

Some,  desultory  conversation  followed — after 
which, 

Mr.  Jennifer  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  a«lding  the  words  *'or  practising  lawyers.'' 

Mr.  liiiKNT,  of  Haltiniore  city,  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were  as  fullows : 

,1Jfimalive. — Messrs.  Dent,  Lee,  Chambers  of 
Keni,  Mitchell.  Weils,  Kent,  Bond,  Brent  of 
Charles,  Merrick,  Jenifer,  Jhichanan,  Bell,  Itidgt^ 
ly,  John  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Williams,  Hicks, 
Goldsborough,  F'eelestoii,  Phelps,  Jacobs,  Gaith- 
cr,  Stephenson,  I  [ardca<«tle.  Fiery,  Michael  New- 
comer, Davis,  Weber,  and  Slicer — 'il). 

J^'rgative. — MeS"*is.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, Donaldson,  Dorsny,  JSellman,  Wcems,  Dal- 
rymplc,  Sollers,  Welch,  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
Colston,  Dash ie II,  Chambers  of  Cecil,  McCul- 
luugh.  Miller,  .Mcfjanc,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  Spcnetr, 
George,  Diriek>on,  McMaster,  Hcarn,  'I'homas, 
Shriver,  Bi>er,  Sappington,  Mellenry,  Magraw, 
Nel-son,  Carter,  Thawley,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Bal- 
timore city,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman, 
Ware,  John  Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Anderson, 
Jloliyday,  Kge,  Shower,  and  Cockey— 44. 


So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  od 
the  modified  amendment  of  Mr.  Brekt,  of  Balti- 
more city,  and  resulted  as  follows : 

.Offirmatire — Messrs.  Sellman,  Welch,  Rid«l^, 
Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Colston,  Chambers  of  Geal, 
McCullough,  Miller,  McLane,  Bowie,  Spencer, 
CSeorge,  Thomas,  Shriver,  Biser,  SappiDgtoa, 
Stephenson,  Magraw,  Nelson,  Carter,  Tnawley, 
Hard  castle,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city, 
Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman,  Ware,  Fiery, 
John  Newcomer,  Michael  Newcomer,  Andenoo, 
llollyday,  Slicer,  Kge,  Shower,  and  Cockej— ^. 

J^'tj^atire — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mo^ 
gan,  Dent,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell. 
Donaldson,  Dorsey.  Wells,  Kent,  Weemi,  Dil- 
rumple,  Bond,  Sollers,  Brent  of  Charles,  ^lc^ 
rick,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell,  John  Dennis,  Oris- 
field,  Dashiell,  Williams,  Hicks,  Goldsborougfa, 
Kccleston,  Phelps,  Sprigg,  Dirickson,  McMaster, 
Heam,  Jacobs,  Gaither,  McHenry,  l>avi9,  Kil- 
gour, and  Weber — 37. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  article  was  adopted. 

The  thirty-first  article  was  then  read  and 
adopted  as  follows : 

*irt,  31.  That  a  long  continuance  in  the  fint 
executive  departments  of  power  or  trust,  ii 
dangerous  to  liberty;  a  rotation,  therefore,  is 
tho.«c  departments  is  one  of  the  best  securiticiflf 
p<jrmanent  freedom. 

The  thirty-second  article  was  read  as  followi: 

Jlrt.  3^.  That  no  person  ought  to  hold  at  the 
same  time  more  than  one  office  uf  profit,  crested 
by  the  (Constitution  or  Laws  of  this  State;  nor 
ought  any  person  in  public  trust  to  receive  any 
present  from  any  Foreign  Prince,  or  State,  or 
from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  witboot 
the  approbation  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Parkk  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after 
the  word  **that*'  in  the  second  line,  the  toltov- 
iiig: 

'^Kxcept  as  allowed  elsewhere  in  this  Cbniti' 
tution.'* 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  article  was  adopted. 

The  thirty-third  article  was  read  as  fbllowi: 

..frf.  33.  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  eTexyman 
to  wor^hip   God  in  such  manner  as  he  thinb 
most  acceptable  to  him,  all  persons  are  eqosUj 
entitled  to  protection  in  their  religious  liberty; 
wherefore,  no   person  ought  by  any  law  to  h 
molested  in  his  person  or  estate,  on  account  of 
his  religioua  persuai>ion  or  profession,  or  for  his 
leligious  practice,  unless  under  color  of  relipon. 
any  man  shall  disturb  the  good  order,  peaee,or 
safety  of  the  State,  or  shal  i  infringe  the  lavi  of 
morality,  or  injure  others  in  their  natural,  cifil 
or  religious  rights;  nor  ought  any  person  to  be 
compelled  to  frequent  or  maintain  or  contribitlSi 
unless  on  contract  to  maintain  any  place  of 
worship  or  any  ministry. 

Mr.  kiDGF.LT  moved  to  amend  the  saidirti- 
cle,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "estate,"  in  the 
fourthjline,  the  following: 

"Or  suffer  any  civil  or  political  incapacity.^' 

Mr.  RiDGELT  explained  his  object.    KnQitt 
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made  on  the  following  day,  will 
i  procsediogs  of  Uiat  d:iy. 
IB  diuented  from  the  views  of  Mr. 
t  was  not  required  that  persons 
a  in  the  Christian  Keiigiou,  but  ho 
Bvery  individual  should  be  required 
I  belief  in  a  future  state  of  rewards 
3nts,  and  that,  if  they  would  not  do 
Id  not  be  allowed  tolestify. 
r  remarks  from  Messrs.  Donaldson 

mtion  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 


FRIDAY,  February  7th,  1851 . 

ration  met  at  eleven  o'clock. 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith. 

al  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap* 

I  enquired  of  the  chair,  whether  it 
'  to  offer  a  resolution. 

mcNT  said  it  would  bo  in  order  if 

0  reports  from  committees. 

■a,  chairman  of  committee  No.  14, 
e  following 

R£F0RT. 

There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Public 
silting  of  three  commissioners,  who 
;ted  aA  herein  provided,  and  to  rc- 
7  to  be  fixed  by  law,  but  not  liable 
ied  or  diminished  during  their  con- 
office. 

t  the  first  general  election  of  Dele- 
General  Assembly,  after  the  adop- 
[)oDStitution,  these  commissioners,  as 
M  from  the  Kastern  Shore,  and  two 
Vitern  Shore,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
era  of  the  State,  (the  returns  of  which 

II  be  made  and  certified  to  the  Gov- 
of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  for 

the  first  Monday   in  the  montl>  of 
iOBuing  his  election,  one  for 
ne  for  years,  from  the  same 

at  their  first  meeting,  or  as  soon  there - 
sticable,  they  <hall  determine,  by  lot, 
leir  number  shall  hold  his  office  for 

1  respectively,  and  tlicreafter  there 
scted,  as  aforesaid,  at  each  general 
Dfdegates,  one  commissioner  for  the 

years,  to  be  taken  in  tiie  proportion 
om  the  Eastern  and  Wcritem  Shores, 
of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  either  of 
sioners  by  death,  re^itrnation  or  other- 
oremor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
ha  Senate,  shall  fill  Uie  same  until  the 
.1  election. 

"he  said  commissioners  shall  exercise 
od  faithful  supervision  on  all  public 
lich  the  State  may  be  interested  as 
*  or  creditor;  shall  represent  the  State 


in  all  meetings  of  Stockholder!',  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
f^  Which  was  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jekifbr, 

Ordered  to  be  printed  and  made  tlie  otder  of 
t)ie  day  for  to-morrow,  the  Slli  inst. 

Mr.  Tuck  rose  to  make  an  enquiry  as  to  the 
motion  which  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  had 
made  for  the  disposition  of  the  report. 

The  Presidsnt  explained,  that  the  report,  in 
parlinmentanr  phrase,  had  been  made  the  order 
of  the  day,  (or  to-morrow;  that  was  to  say,  it 
would  take  its  place  in  the  order  of  business  on 
the  calendar,  and  would  come  up  when  previous 
orders  had  been  disposed  of 

TIIE  HALL. 

Mr.  BisER  offered  the  following  order. 

^'Orderedf  That  a  committee  of  threo  bo  ap- 
pointed to  make  such  suitable  arrangements  of 
the  scat^  in  the  South-west  !!«ction  of  the  House, 
as  would  better  promote  the  convenienee  and 
comfort  of  the  members  occupying  tliem.'* 

Mr.  SoLLERB  offered  an  amendment,  including 
in  the  Order,  the  part  of  the  Hall  in  which  he  wad 
seated. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  a;*  to  the  points  rif 
the  compass,  led  to  some  amusing  attempts  to 
box  it,  adter  which, 

Mr.  SoLLERs  withdrew  his  amendment, 

And  the  order  of  Mr.  Biscr  was  adopted. 

Thereupon,  Messrs.  Uiser,  Tuck  and  McLake 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

MR.  BROWN,  of   CARROLL. 

Mr.  CocKET  ofi'ered  the  following  order,  which 
was  adopted  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  upon  the  Journal, 
that  Mr.  Brown  is  detained  from  his  seat  in  this 
Convention,  by  indisposition. 

THE    HALL. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  presented  the 
account  of  Messrs.  Haywood,  Bartlett  &  Co.,  for 
repairs  and  alterations  made  to  the  furnace,  under 
the  order  of  the  Convention. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  accounts. 

Mr.  IIandali.  offered  the  following  order : 

Ordered^  That  the  committee  on  Printing  pre- 
pare, for  the  us^  of  this  Convention,  n  synopsis 
of  tiic  relative  increase  or  dimunition  of  the 
slaves  and  free  colored  population  of  this  State, 
as  far  as  convenient  from  the  various  census. 

Mr.  R.  explained  that  the  enquiry  contempla- 
ted by  the  order,  was  a  very  important  one,  and 
that  the  cost  would  be  no  more  than  the  printing 
of  one  page  of  the  journal,  and  an  hour  or  twoN 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  clerk  of  the  committee 
on  printing. 

The  order  was  adopted. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  the 
following  communication  from  Jos.  C.  G.  Ken- 
nedy, E!<q.,  Super intendant  of  Census  : 

Census  Office,  Dep't.  of  Interior,  \ 

February  6,  1651.  > 

Sir  : — Enclosed  1  send  you  a  corrected  statc- 
I  ment  of  the  population  of  Frederick  county,  Md. 


II  prcvioiialy  urnt  m*  Itken  from 
UiD  ciirli^aloi  (il'A*>i«Uiiil  Munhali,  which  were 
in  msiijr  liuitancea  iiicarrecl. 

I  have  tlio  honor  to  be,  sir,  lerj  respectfully, 
vour  obedivnl  Evrvant, 

JOS.  C.  G.  KENNEDY, 


Which  W39  reail  and  rerurrcJ  to  tbe  commit- 
tee on  repreauntalion. 

The  Pbhihekt  also  laid  before  the  ConvE[>- 
tion  a  rrpnrt  from  the  clert  of  Worcester  count; 
court,  rclalivE  to  fees  |iiid  tho  Deputy  Altornay 
G«nEral  of  said  county,  inobcdiencc  to  the  order 
of  the  Convention  ; 

Whiph  wai  read  and  referred  to  the  commillee 
appoinltsd  on  the  Attorney  General  and  tiia  Uepu- 


respKlable  elau  of  people  who  did  not  beliere 
in  a  slate  of  fuluro  rowardi  and  punLilimentf , 
fratnacivit  disabilily,  now  resting  upon  them, 
and  alsotodispenM  with  all  tests  for  office,  which 
impoacd  belief  in  future  rewanlxend  punishmenli 
ut  a  (jualificatioTi  for  such  oftice.   The  latter  par; 

Kue  It  was  said  waa  obviated  by  the  SSth  article. 
e  thought  not,  but  if  be  was  mistaken  in  opinion. 


the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.   ' 
aldson,)  that  (here  wait  no  necesaity  for  the  frtt 
branch  of  the  ameiidmunt,  because,  as  lh«  law 


The  CoiJTention  reiumod  tlie  consideration  of 
the  order  of  the  day,  boiiia;  the  report  submitted 
by  Mr.  Uoh>lv  on  Ihs  Ilth  ull.,  ai  ehairman  of 
the  committee  on  Ibe  ileclaralioii  of  rights. 


The  article  under  diacuasion  yeslorduy,  wag 
the  tiiiriv-third  article  in  the  wordi  fullowing  : 

Jht.  Xl.  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man 
lu  wonhip  God  in  sucii  mannvras  lie  thinks  most 
acceptable  to  him,  all  persons  are  equally  enti- 
tled to  protection  in  (heir  religious  liberty  ; 
wherefore,  no  person  oiif[lit  by  any  law  lo  Iw  mo- 
lelled  in  ha  person  or  estate,  on  account  of  liis 
reii(iaus  persuasion  or  profession,  or  for  lii«  re- 
lieiou"  practice,  unless  under  color  of  religion, 
uiy  man  sliall  disturb  the  good  order,  peace,  or 
safely  of  the  State,  or  shall  infringe  the  laws  of 
morality,  or  injure  olhcrs  in  their  natural,  civil 
or  relij^iuus  right-;  nor  ought  any  person  lo  bo 
compelled  to  frequent  or  maintain  or  contri' 
liiitc,  unless  on  contract  to  maintaia  any  place  of 
vronbip  or  any  mtiiistty. 

And  the  pending  ijuestion  was  on  (lie  niolion 
of  Mr.  KiDuELr,  to  amend  said  article  by  insert- 
ing after  the  woi'd  "  citale,"  in  tho  fourth  line, 
ttie  folloning : 

"Or suffer  any  civil  or  political  incapacity." 

Mr.  Rior.KLv  said,  the  aineudraent  under  con- 
sideration he  iiad  endeavored  to  explain  on  yes- 
tecday  at  tlielimouf  sdjuurnment;  he  would  now 
ask  the  iudul^iice  of  the  houie,  to  state  more 
fully  its  purpuw.  It  was  iutcnJcJ  for  u  two-fold 
object.  Tho  article  is  deaigued  to  secure  to 
every  citizen  the  rights  of  conscience,  the  privi- 
iuEC  unrestrained  of  religious  worship,  and  to 
protect  bim  in  persun  and  estate  from  molesta- 
tion, in  the  cxerciso  of  tlioKC  rights ;  here  tlie 
amendment  cornea  ill,  and  enlarges  the  language 
of  ihe  article,  by  providing  also,  that  he  shall 
"suller  no  civil  or  political  incapacity" on  ac- 
coniii  of  Ilia  i-eligiou-i  opinioni  Ihe  right  to  fonu 
and  enjoy  which,  it  is  intended  to  secure  to  bini. 
He  had  stilted  on  yesterday,  tha(  his  purpose  was 
by  this  auiendmeat,  to  relieve  a  large  and  highly 


moral  accuunlabilily  to  that  Ikiiig  under  pain  of 
puniBbincnt  in  this,  or  u  future  world.  Such  be 
begged  (oA*ay,wainutthelaw  of  Maryland,  how- 
ever it  may  bo  ctscwheii'.  In  (lie  court!  of 
Maryland,  (lie  question  usually  propounded  toa 
wilncss  was,  Uo  juu  believe  iu  a  fu(ure  atate of 
rewards  and  puuiahmenU?  If  (lie  witneca  an- 
awered  in  (he  negative,  hu  was  rejected  ai  in- 
competent on  account  of  liis  religious  belief! 
Such  bad  been  the  piacticc  in  Ballimora  county, 
in  Frederick  and  in  Wwhint^ton,  and  ai  he  nn- 
dcntood  from  tlie  lionurablc  gentleman  fron 
Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,]  in  his  district.  Ha  waa 
not  prepared  to  say,  whcUicr  lliia  was  a  proper 
exposition  of  tlio  common  law,  from  whwh  tba 
principle  was  derived^  ho  spoke  of  it  only  as  it 
existed  in  Maryland,  ai  h  serious,  and  t^pies- 
sive  civil,  disability  operating  upon  many  ooa- 
scicntioua  and  worthy  citizens.    He  aaJU  he  waa 


land,  and  in  many  of  the  States;  (hat  the  rule  hL_ 
been  much  reb<icd  elsuwhere:  and  the  modem 
doctrine  out  of  Marj'tand  now  was,  that  belief  ina 
t^uprenu:  Being,  end  tbc  certainty  of  punishment 
by  tliat  Being  for  human  arts  in  this  world  or  in  the 
world  to  come,  was  all  (hat  wua  required,  but  be 
repealed  that  tlie  olil  Eni;lish  duclririo  of  belief 
in  rewards  and  puni^hnieiits  in  a  future  worid, 
still  prevailed  in  some  uf  tho  courts  of  (he  State. 
It  was  to  relievo  rrnni  this  dvil  disabilliy 
ciiitetia  who  did  not  eniertain  such  religious  be- 
lief, that  (he  amcndmcn(  was  desigiiod.  He 
would  have  employed  the  language,  which  ma 
used  in  the  New  York  (Ajii^UiuIion,  "(bat  a 
man's  religious  opinions  abould  not  render  him 
incompetent  as  n  wiiness  in  any  court  of  law  or 
equity;"  but  he  liad  doubt?,  whether  iiicooipelcn- 
cy  as  a  witness  was  the  only  civil  disability, 
which  might  arise  on  account  of  religious  opin- 
ions, under  Ibo  rule  of  law  which  obtained  in 
some  of  the  county  courts.  He  did  not  knew 
whutber  Ihe  question  had  ever  been  raised,  or 
decided,  nhothcr  disbelief  in  a  stale  c^futui* 


would  equally  apply  lo     ,     .  ,       ..   _  . 

and  would,  under  the  existing  exposition  of  Iha 
law,  be  a  good  ground  of  challenge.  He  had, 
tbcrefon,  twd  comprchcusive  language, »  as  to 


include    enr;  | 


il  di-'Libilil]-    vrliiuh 


n  belief,  that  ax 

in  objenticin  hud 


ft  wu  reoarkable  that  wb 
diMiualilieil  under  such  i  rtligi 
ftr  M  ha  hid  been  able  to  leart 
Brer  been  taken  to  jurorHon^i 
in  l>et  ■  juror,  or  a  jiidgc  might  ba  an  inliilel. 

Mr.  Chahbeh)  iloirod  to  corn-rl  thr  ecnlle- 
nan  from  Ealiimoie  counljr.  Sn  far  as  tcgprd* 
■  judge,  the  Canslitiiliuii  prncirlrit  a  tust  of  belief 
in  B  future  itatc  of  rew3ri1<>  and  |iijnishmcnls,  fu 
■)]  ciTil  (tf^en,  and  also  fur  Jews. 

Mr.  HiDctLT  resumed.  lie  was  then  in  crro 
ID  reklJoD  to  a  Jutlie,  but  tie  could  not  be  mil 
taken  aa  re^rdsa  juror;  anri  in  faclajndgc  of 
hMW  monla,  a  mere  nominal  profe-^Kor  in  Mich 
rali^oui  belief,  may  ail  3<  llio  arbitur  of  life  anil 
daath,  whilst  a  citizen  of  iindoubteil  characlci- 
of  the  oppoiite  faith,  maj  bo  rrjeciod  as  a  wil- 
IWM.  He  desired  lu  give  to  clirl'^liniis,  tlir  beiiu- 
fil  of  the  exemption,  wliirh  tliu  CJiindilutinn  in- 
terpoMS  for  the  Jew.  The  Jun-  W3>  |irulc<U«ii  in 
hMnligknubelief-'hisciinM-ienci'Warinii'iioctird. 
He  could  not  swear  upon  u  Testaitwiit.  wliich  \m 
dnbelievad;  he  could  u'lt  iinprrcalu  Drityupoii  a 
ralipoua  belief  whicli  ill!  rejected,  ami  llicCunrii- 
tationwai  altered  to  t:il>a  Uiiitr.ivil  d liability  from 
him.  (Stixeni,  many  af  wliiini  bolic\e  in  Clirixt  anil 
hiin]igkn,are  now  imilet  civil  disabilil]r,be(.-auM! 
iDthBircmueience,  lliG}' caiiiict  believe  in  a  future 
Maleof  lewardsand  punistinirnt!'.  Wby  nut  give 
radt  the  tuns  rDuslilutioiial  relii;iuu^  iiroteiiliuii ! 
Will  you  deny  to  a(.1iri<lian,  what  you  have 
gMStadtsthalaraclile?  The  cirnl  nfMiHidi)!- 
eriawtlon,  will  be  to  dcniil.-,  that  i>u  man  i:t  :■ 
Chtitfiui,  who  rejects  I'liturn  I'cwaidA  and  piiii- 

na  gentleman  from  Queen  Aiuie's,  (Mr.  t<pcn- 
eer,)— ^ot  now  in  NIs  wal—lmil  ubjecled,  lliikl 
lb*  ■BcndDeni,  if  odojiied,  mifiht  wlmiL  roiiiHlen 
of  the  Geepel  la  teats  in  tite  Legiijatuni.  tjiicb 
waM  BO  part  of  Lis  piirposu,  h<;  ruuld  not  consent 
to  change  the  esintin^coni'titiilidTial  pnivii-imi  in 
tbatraapecL  His  object  wait  tripnilect  a  man's 
ral^ooi  opinions,  aiid  to  remove  i  diiodiitily, 
wluah  Iha  law  imjKised  ifpnn  them:  not  tn  relieTc 
nininnsor  the  goipel  from  llieiri:ivil  incauaei- 
Ij  BidBr  die  Constitution.  To  remove  ulliloiibt 
npoB  dwHibject,  it  was  his  inteiitiou,  tu  inuvo  a 
turtber  ameodment  to  llie  nrliclc,  in  tlie  fullow- 
ing  line,  by  atrihini;  out  ilie  wunl  "pnifimtn, "  m 
that  the  word  "/uriuuiiun"  only  wiiuld  remain. 
It  would  then  read,  "ur  suiTur  any  civil  or  politi- 
Ml  dinbilitT  on  account  oT  b'n  religious  penua- 
voa."  There  ou(;ht,  it  a|i|H'areil  lu  him,  iu  tliis 
Mli^ttened  ate,  to  be  noliciiit^ition,  in  cunfunn- 
iosthe  practical  truthorthu  liberty  uf  conscience, 
icodaliiMd  in  the  bill  uf  li^hLn,  to  its  theory- 
He  was  Dot  willing  tiial  any  human  tribunal 
riiODld  set  up  restraints  ut>un  (lie  consciMce  of 
Ban.  Such  wai  the  theory  of  the  bill  of  rights, 
bat  Judicial  espoaition  of  tlm  law  had  denied  to 
many  citizens  the  free  bcncfllof  liiis  Conatitu- 
lional  gnaranty.  He  was,  IhererDre,  for  putting 
lUaelMJritfied  prerogalivB  beyond  all  doubt,  by 
Ihe anendment  he  had  proposed.  lie  was  pain- 
ad  to  beai  the  gentleman  fjrom  Calvurt,  (Hr. 


Weenu,)  on  yeelerday,  bnldly  assert  in  thi> 
House,  that  every  man,  who  disbelieved  in  a  fu- 
ture ilate  of  rewards  and  puniihmenti,  should  be 
driven  from  the  witness  stand,  ai  unworthy  of  be- 
lief It  was  a  harsh,  and  he  would  nild,  and  an 
intolernnt  <ieiitimcnt;  and  he  wai  especially  tur- 
prised  that  it  should  have  been  uttered  by  a  ren- 
resenlalive  from  Calvert,  tbe  daughter  of  old  SI. 
Mary's,  on  whose  plains  the  banner  of  religiuus 
and  political  liberty,  was  lir«t  unfurled,  by  the 
tolerant  Catholic,  Calvert-   He  would  eay  to  that 

Senllrman,  that  hundreds  of  people  enlenaining 
iBl  difibi'lief,  were  to  be  found  in  ilaltimcre  city 

tions,  ic^ipoctable  and  worthy  citizens  of  that 
community:  men  exemplary  in  every  relation  of 
life:  of  irreproachable  character,  and  worthy  of 
rnmpariinn  with  the  best  and  purest  of  the  or- 
tbiidoK  fiiilb.  Hii  attention  had  been  called  tu 
IbiH  siubject.  in  the  rarly  part  of  llie  setsion,  by 
one  of  illy  coimltliiciiti — a  gentleman  wherefer 
known,  iiiiiversaily  n>spi>cteil  for  bis  high  moral 
worth,  and  Hpiflf  si  honor:  who  had  paued  many 
ypars  ufhii  now  advanced  life,  in  the  service  of 
the  titate;  had  been  for  twenty  years  returned  tu 
the  l^gislalurc  by  tlic  people  of  that  county,  and 
held  nany  offices  of  public  trust— and  had  gal- 
lantly served  hu  country  during  the  war  of  1813- 
He  dill  luit  design  lu  0|ieii  tlie  subject  of  religion 
ill  this  Itoiisc,  tie  hiipwl  the  duliale  would  not 
take  llial  ilireclion,  but  lie  could  not  refrain  from 
saying,  ilial  in  his  ojiiniun,  the  oath  of  llial  man, 
wiiu  rcci^niied  thr  rerlainty  uf  punishment  in 
litis  world,  for  uctsiloiieiii  the  body,  waa  equally 
as  rulialllc,  if  not  mure  reliable,  than  the  oath  of 
oni>.  who  repiidiutiHl  all  putiislimenl  by  Divine  an- 
tliorily  ill  this  world,  and  deterred  his  tears  of  pun- 
iijinieiil  for  moral  or  religious  guilt  to  another 
worhl:  Willi  the  contemplation  of  wbieh,  men  were 
lillte  disposed  to  familiarize  themselvoj-  Ho  con- 
fciHeil.  tnat  il  required  some  iierve  for  a  man  tn 
avow  ]iH  diabcliel  in  future  rewards  end  punish- 
ments in  view  of  the  general  opinions  of  the 
world,  yet  Ihc  very  avowal  of  such  an  opinion 
ciimnieiided  itself  to  him  as  indicating  at  lent  an 
indcpcnilpncp,  which,  In  his  jtidgment,  went  far 
to  :itlest  its  perfect  honesty  and  sincerity.    The 

Krini:ijilB  ul'  this  amendment  is  not  new;  it  hod 
eBii  iiitroiluced  intu  wme  of  ttio  old  Conitllu- 
lioiis,  und  lie  believed  into  all  Ihc  new  ones,  al- 
though the  languages  employed  might  dilTer.  The 
—-'■on  under  cunsidcraliun  without  tliis  amenil- 
I,  wliiUt  il  proclaims  the  largest  religious 
liberty  and  the  rif^bt  to  wondiip  aceordiug  to  the 
dictates  of  conscience,  exposes  in  fact,  as  the 
price  of  that  liberty,  all  who  disbelieve  in  a  fu- 
ture stale  of  rewards  and  puniihmenls,  to  the  ex- 
isting I'lvil  ilisabi lilies,  which  the  courta  have  de- 
cided to  nllach  to  such  diaheliof,  and  which  ii 
illerly  incompalihte,  wilh  llie  freedom  of  eon- 
cienee.  lie  trusted  lliat  the  House  would  not,  in 
thisni 

up'on 'the  people  of  the  SUto. 
^Mr-  Wkgms  said,  that  nothing  could  liave 
been  further  from  hh  inleiilioo,  in  the  re- 
morlci  he  had  submitted  yoslerday,  than  to  de- 
nny  sect  or  broncb  of 'the  Christian 
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church.  He  was  no  sectarian.  Believing  liiin- 
neir  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianitv,  he  had  al- 
ways entertained  the  opinion  that  every  civil  ofli- 
cer  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  when  entering  u^v 
on  the  discharire  of  his  duties,  had  to  subscribe 
to  a  belief  in  the  Christian  religion,  or  at  least  in 
a  state  of  future  rewards  and  punishmcnU).  And 
when  tlie  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county >( Mr. 
Kidfcely,)  nflfered  an  nmendmcnt,  the  object  of 
which,  as  he,  (Mr.  W.)  conceived,  was  to  depart 
from  the  good  old  system  which  had  so  lon;T  ex- 
isted in  our  State,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  op- 
pose it.  Hewusaifio  of  opinion  that  it  would 
open  the  door  to  the  admission  of  ministers  of  the 
gospel  into  our  legislative  halls.  He  intended  to 
vote  against  any  such  innovation. 

He  did  not  pretend  that  his  opinions  upon  tliis 
or  any  other  question  were  infallible,  but,  he  be- 
lieved, that  if  no  restraints  were  to  be  imposed — 
if  a  man  did  not  90  far  believe  in  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  as  to  have  some  dread  of  eternal 
retribution — the  result  would  bt,  that  the  better 
portion  of  mankind  would  be  placed  at  the 
mercy  of  that  corrupt  and  depraved  portion,  who 
would  not  hesitate  to  swear  to  any  thing,  how- 
ever diabolical,  which  might  subserve  their  own 
Surposes  of  interest,  malice,  or  revenge.  He  had 
eclared  yesterday,  and  he  now  repeated,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  all  those  persons  who  were  so  cal- 
lous as  to  proclaim  their  disbelief  in  a  state  of 
future  rewards  antf  punishments,  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  testifying.  This  was  his  judgment. 
He  had  declared  it  yesterday*  and  would  acknow- 
ledge it  any  where.  This, however,  was  a  mere 
matter  of  opinion.  He  would  go  as  far  as  any 
gentleman,  to  promote  and  secure  religioutt  toler- 
ation, but  lie  thought  that  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  would  open  wide  the  door  for  im- 
morality, and  lead  to  a  toUtl  disregard  of  the 
solemn  obligations  of  an  oath.  For  these  rea- 
sons he  should  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Donaldson  suggested  a  contingency  in 
which,  under  the  amendment  of  the  irentleman 
from  Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Ridgely,)  difficulty 
might  arise;  and  said,  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  thought  the 
amendment  went  beyond  the  gentleman's  own 
meaning  or  intention.  To  avoid  ambitruity,  and 
make  the  amendment  more  explicit,  he  sug- 
gested to  the  mover  to  place  it  at  the  end  of  the 
section,  though  he,  (Mr.  1).,)  was  of  opinion  that 
It  would  come  in  better  as  an  amendment  to  the 
thirty-bixth  article. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  offered  an 
amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  section, 
[and  which  as  subsequently  modified  by  Mr. 
JiiDGELT,  read  as  follows:] 

**Prov'uledf  That  nothing  herein  shall  be  con- 
strued so  as  to  qualify  as  witnesses,  jurors  or 
judges,  or  other  oflicers  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  this  Slate,  any  Atheist  or  other  per- 
son who  does  not  believe  in  any  accountability 
to  the  Supreme  Being  for  hit*  acts.^' 

Mr.  KiDG ELY  said  that  this  amendment  suited 
his  views,  and  he  would  therefore  accept  it  as  a 
modification  of  his  own. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  modified  amend- 
ment, 


Messrs.  McLane  and  Rid  gelt  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McLakr  called  for  the  mdiogof  the  arti- 
cle, as  it  would  stand  with  the  modified  amend- 
ment. 

And  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Randall  suggested  that  the  gentlentn 
from  Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Ridg^ely,)  had  ooo- 
fined  the  application  of  his  amendment  to  two 
classes,  whereas  there  were  hundreds  of  ofliceis 
who  were  to  take  the  oath.  Did  the  gentknian 
intend  that  the  amendment  should  apply  to  all, 
or  only  to  a  part? 

Mr.  RiDGEi.Y  modified  his  amendment  to  maet 
this  suggestion. 

Mr.  Chandler  thought  that  the  ConTentioo 
should  be  very  cautious  in  throwing  oflT  the  moril 
restraints,  which  should  guide  and  oontrol  men 
when  about  to  give  their  testimony  upon  the  wit- 
ness stand.  It  was  contended  that  ererj  nu 
had  the  right  to  worsliip  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  This  doetrine 
was  believed  by  every  branch  of  the  chriitisn 
church;  and  no  law,  no  organic  regulation  tbevM 
be  introdnccd,  the  effect  of  which,  would  be  to 
deprive  men  from  the  exercise  of  that  sacred  privi- 
lege. But  there  were  classes  of  men  who  did 
not  believe  in  God,  nor  worship  him,  nor  -ae- 
knowledge  any  responsibility  to  him.  He  wm 
opposed  to  such  men  being  called  upon  to  givs 
testimony  in  any  case — because,  there  wu  bo 
moral  restraint  to  guide  them  in  bearing  tarti- 
niony  to  the  truth.  It  might  be  said,  thatmeb 
men  might  be  tlirpwn  on  their  honor.  Why  not 
then  throw  all  men  upon  their  honor,  and  alhnr 
the  most  reckless  and  abandoned  chameten  to 
come  in  and  bear  testimony  without  cheek,  les- 
pon<iibility,  or  restraint  of  any  kind  ?  ' 

The  gentleman  from  Calvert,  (Mr.  Weeas,) 
had  objected  to  the  amendment,  tMeauie  bs 
thought  that,  under  its  provisions,  a  ministar  of 
the  gospel  might  find  his  way  into  our  legialatiTe 
halls. 

He,  (Mr.  C.,)  opposed  the  amendment  00  do 
such  ground.  Ho  did  not  think  that,  in  the  put 
which  he  had  taken  in  the  deliberations  ofnii 
body,  he  had  given  much  evidence  of  beiMa 
dangerous  man;  and,  in  taking  a  view  of  our  Al- 
low citizens  generally,  he  thought  that  miairten 
of  the  gospel  were  found  to  be  as  qaiat  and 
peaceable  as  any  other  class. 

He  repeated,  therefore,  that  he  did  not  oppose 
the  amendment  on  tliat  ground;  but  he  tlKM^ht 
that  ministers  had  equal  rights  in  ererTrespict, 
with  other  citizens.  As  to  the  expediency  or 
propriety  of  their  serving  in  tlie  legis)ati?e  talb, 
that  was  a  question  to  be  left  to  the  judgmeBt  sf 
their  own  consciences,  and  to  the  decision  of  die 
people  at  the  ballot  box. 

He  proceeded  to  refer,  in  language  of  hfh 
eulogy,  to  the  patriotism,  the  fortitude,  and  Ifae 
self-sacrificine  devotion  with  which  this  cli^ef 
our  citizens,  had  stood  forward  in  the  frraft  of 
the  battle  during  our  revolutionary  ■tntgy^snd 
asked,  whether  wc  were  now  to  be  toldthatwn- 
istcrs  of  the  {gospel,  were  not  entitled  to  equal  yri^ 
ilcges  with  ourbelves,  and  that  Uiey  were  only 


to  hrealh,  ii  it  wtn,  by  permission  or  Uic  rivil 
aulhorities ! 
Mr.  MeLunuid; 

He  felt  MDiewhat  emban-aircil  tii  In  tlie  vole 
he  ntigbt  be  nlled  upon  la  |;ivr.  nut  iiiidKrs(aii<l' 
inf  ikmimIt  tbedTvclorit.  lli^  own  iin|irr<- 
■MR  would  M  to  leave  Ihini^  as  lln'y  aro.  Ilr- 
Ihougfal  wa  bill  gone  (Ml  well,  iinilvj' the  iitd  bill 
nf  ri(hb.  He  bid  not  licanl  any  iliin:;  lo  siti^rjr 
his  mind,  that  an;  srcat  nccvssii;  pxli'ird  Tor 
miterial  change. 

The  ameDdment,  an  lie  undmtund  jl,  dccbrcd 
thai  Dolhing  in  the  old  bill  ofrijsliti  iihoiild  ba 
conitTued  ■■lu  qualifj"  a  certuin  cla^sof  pcrsonn 
aawitnesiea.  iriierolvd  atiainst  lh:il  aiiiend- 
nant,  in  what  pot  ition  wa.'*  he  placitd^  TKb  in- 
feiBDca  muat  be,  tliat  he  meniit  incin  lu  be  quali- 
fied, ir  be  voted  for  the  amuiidniciit,  hn  knew 
not  wbalinference  might  b«  drawn  fruin  tlie  vuie. 
It  ni^L  be,  to  qualify  othcn  wliom  be  did  not 
think  It  rif^t  to  qualify. 

Ha  would  be  glad  if  the  Reiilleman  would  put 
biiaMHndment  Into  luch  a  form  aswiuld  enable 
bin,  (Mr.  McL.,)  to  giro  a  vote  wl.icli  shmld 
DM  oonvey  any  miiappnhonrion  at  lo  his  opin- 
ioaa.  Au  he  desireid  that  the  t,'eTitli<nian  Troni 
BaltJuofe  county,  f  Mr.  Iliilgi-lv,)  wuuM  Male 
wtatttheefbctortheauieiidniciitwusiube.  He, 
(Mr.  MeL.,)dtd  notdesirelo  diatudi   the  quo. 


TB17  iadependent  in  b'u  opinions— inutinf;  al- 
wmn  that  the*  were  Mund  enuugli  fi;r  his  own 
wsUitn,  and  he  desired  to  pstuiid  tlii'  same  lib- 
arty  lo  trtry  other  inarr.  Uut  wlieii  he  was  call- 
ed upoD  to  guard  the  right^i  iil'uther>,  he  wa<  un- 
wUInf  to  caat  aside  any  of  the  le-iirainit,  which, 
iff  the  law  of  the  land,  or  by  a  iioiinil  morality, 
Mi^t  be  unj>aaed  upon  a  111:111  who  was  calleil 
Opua  toteMify  aa  to  those  rigbti.  He  wished  tljut 
hahonld  ba  done  under  all  Ihi-  rt»p<intibility 
which  eoridbe   imposed   liy   lawn — human  anil 

Mr.  BocHAsiAx,  (to  the  Frcsidenl.)  Ii  it  in 
order  to  nore  to  Ibj'  the  amendment  on  the  ta- 
ble T 

The  FUMDEHT.  The  motion  is  not  in  or- 
dM-. 

Mr,  RiDOBir.  My  object  i^  to  place  tlie  law 
of  the  laod,  ht  relatiun  to  the  relij^ious  opinions 
nf  wilhi— III  beyond  contiovorsy.  .Mr.  K.  fuitli- 
ar  explained  hb  ■uieodmcnt,  and  nxapitulaleJ 
Uaramu  for  its  adopliua.  Mis  object  simply 
waa,  thel  w>  individual  who  believed  in  a  8u- 
KWDO  Being,  and  acknowleilged  liii  accountabil- 
i^fcrbiaacli,  sliouldbc  d  if  qualified  at  a  wit- 
MH  Id  a  court  of  justice. 
Mr.  MeMutBB,(to  Mr.  Ridgely.)  Will  thegoti- 
llaman  from  Baltimore  couiilj  allow  me  to  aik 
kin  ODD  quesliun? 

Mr.  RiDOELv.    Certttioly,  sir. 

Mr.  McMaiTCn.  Doot  the  amendment  qua  Ii- 
(r  penoai  wbo  do  not  beliere  in  u  future  stale 
M  rewards  and  pmiishmeiiis.  to  hold  office  <ind 
^n  laatinoDy  I 

Mr.  RiBsnT.    That  i«  the  object. 


Mr.  McMiiTEK.  Then  1  shall  vote  against 
it. 

Mr.  MiaaicKaaid,  that  licrelt>omer«lurlaneB 
tu  vote  fur  tliis  propu^itioii.  He  fill  diip<.M'd  to 
leave  lliu  proviMini  as  it  wa»i  aiid  it  teemed  to 
him  ilut  the  legirlaiurc  ciiuld  liereaftcr  resuJalB 
thu  rrinifwtvnry  ofwitiicwca.  It  would  b«  better 
■  hut  till- (uiivrnliun.ahuiild  ronfiiie  itsrlf  lo  cio- 
inglhiit,  whirh  inure  ap|irDpriali'ly  helonjced  to 
it.  Mr  niii;lil  hi- li^lit  or  he  miji'ht  he  wi-oiq;. 
Mr  dill  mil  |irLife>Hl<i  know  murii  about  Ibcw 
(hiii^,  and  hu  would  rather  nut  lunch  them. 
Wd  liaA|;ijne  on  well  nnder  the  law  as  it  stood, 
jrid  h»  Ihi.uglit  il  would  lie  betlur  to  tuSer  Iha 
bill  of  rij;lit>  lo  remain  as  it  was.  If  there  wan 
H  coiilrudii'lury  practinr  in  the  courts  of  the  dts- 
trii'ls.  let  ilivsu  matters  he  left  lo  llic  superviskm 


1  experience 
He  did  not 

think  that  uiiyullwr  men  than  Alhcisls  had  been 
exrludvil  from  luslifyinit — nni  lliat  any  sect  in 
this  eiiuiitiy,  a*  a  spi't,  bad  lireii  excluded  in  any 
of  onr  eiinrtei.f  justjoe  for  their  particular  opin- 
ion*. If  It  tti-re -N,  hr  should  undoubtedly  Vote 
fur  the  ainelidmrnt  of  the  crntleman  from  Balli- 
■uiuiiy,  fMr.  t{idi;rly.)  He,  [Mr.  P.,} 
thoui^t,  howi'vcr.ibat  there  was  sumemisappre- 
ben^ion  about  tlie  inattrr.  A  single  individual, 
pnrliups.miKht  liuve  gnnu  furl  lie  r  than  bin  sect. 
and  tlierulore,  bi'rii  i-xeludcd;  but  he  did  not 
tliink  that  thu  diK|ualificatio>i  had  been  carried 
any  futtlier. 

Mr.  r'lKBT  salt!  ho  had  no  dCHite  to  prolraet 

4  di*cns4iun;  il  was  witli  soma  reluctance  Uiat 

rwe  to  rrA|Muid  to  the  appeal  mada  lo  bjni  by 

J  pintieinuii   from   Kalliinore  city.    He  touk 

occasion  on   justerday  to  sugKCst  to  Iha  genlle- 

fruni  Anne  Arundel,  lliat  an  instance  bad 

.    ..red  in  W»shini;lon  county,  in  which   the 

testimony  of  a  L'nivi'i'»alist  was  refuz^ed,  because 

he  avowed  his  lli^belicf  in  the  doctrine  of  future 

puniihmcnl.     He  now  repealed  Iho  fact,  iipoa 

ity  of  men  of  unrloubled  vi'.racity,  wbo 

jTsesof  the  whole  twosaclion.    Tha 

dislingiiihIicdgBTillemanrromKent.CMr.  Cliamb- 
etf.)  alH>  states,  that  this  bas  bccu  the  unilunii 
practice  in  the  judicial  district  in  which  liu  has 
"  e  honor  lu  jiroside. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  it  if  tiot  my  purpose  to 
discuss  the  ductrinei  of  thin  church,  nordid  he 
prufejis  to  be  a  disciple  of  their  iicbuul;  hut  from 
Ion:;  and  an  inlimulc  aci|Uaintanco  with  this 
lass  of  his  wristitUBtils,  lie  mutt  say,  tliat  they 
ink  anioiiR  the  moat  lioni>t  and  n^^pectable  titi- 
^114  ot  tliat  county  which  be  liad  the  humir  in 
part  to  n-pniscnt.  Wliatuver  may  be  their  reli- 
gious opinions,  Mr.  I',  declared  in  the  pmcoeB 
'if  tills  Conventiuii,  that  be  would  be  willmg  to 
'laku  all  lie  bad  in  tliu  worU  upon  the  oatli  of 
my  LIniverBalintwithiu  thecircleof  his  arquaint- 

Aiid  yel,  sir,  (said  Mr.  F.)  it  has  been  avowed 
II  tills  llousv,  th:it  sucli  men  arc  unfil  lo  testify 
n  our  couttn  of  juitice.    II  lias  been  gravely  at- 


gmi  Ihat  thoM  who  do  not  beliove  in  a  future 
BUt«  of  i]UDi«hjiient,  liive  no  jii«t  stnse  o[  monl 
rMpannihilitT.  Hp  ronrtBcil  he  was  supriwd  to 
bear  raoh  sentimenti. 

Horel  rtiponaibilitj !  Whj  sir,  a  mihb  of 
moral  iwponnibilily,  19  tks  omnipreMni  as  the 
Deity  HimMir.  Whrrocan  we  go  to  cucapo  il: 
wbeni  ii  the  aiylum  tipon  this  vast  globe,  or  iii 
tha  bouiidlus  r(:|;lonii  nf  inlinitB  iipnce.  to  whicti 
wa  can  On  from  the  tormenlR  ol  a  £iLLllf  con- 
tciGnce.    If  w«  travel  beyond  Ibo  p«!e  of  civili 


re  the  I 
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of  Iba  light  of  Divine  Re  relation,  acknowleilgm 
his  responsibility  to  that  Gr«at  Itclng.  wtioie 
voice  it  hcsrJ  in  Ihe  howling  nf  every  lempett, 
the  rualtinf;  of  every  leaf,  and  Ihc  miirniuriiig  of 
every  (tream.  It  is  a  miitaken  id^u  to  sup 
that  tbc  Untverttlitt  has  no  Juat  sense  of  n 
obligalioD,  becauM  he  in  not  acliialedliy  a  slavish 
fear  of  oternal  piinishnK-nt.  For  allhoiigh  he 
may  not  bu  frinlilciied  into  a  lenne  of  dniy,  by 
the  fear  of  Hell,  of  "^>rgon!i,  hyrirsa.  chlmernH 
dire,"  niay  he  not  be  gorerneil  in  hi?  condnct  by 
that  higher  and  nobler  motive — 8  seme  of  duty  ' 
hii  fellow  anil  his  God  ' 


should  be  driven  from 

whilst  llie  most  abandoned 

ly,  are  dragged  forth  from  the  ^tten  and 

-r ■..:.    . J  .._  ,j  competent  wit 


■tate  of  reward!)  snd  p 


.V  prufL-ss 


fuliir 


limenls.  For  hi 
Mr.  F.  prulvslud  against  any  siicli  invidiuu!)  dkt- 
tinctions.  ile  wn:<  oppoivd  to  any  proscriptiDii 
nn  account  of  rpiigiom  opinions.  And  wliilsl  lie 
had  a  high  regard  fur  the  ChrlKlian  rclif;ii>ii.  he 
waa  disposed  to  he  liberal  towanln  all  di'iiDmina. 
liona,  with  Ihe  confident  e:ipcctatioii  that  the 
Hame  diarilablo  feeling  will  jieivade  this  Con- 
vention, 

We  should  be  Ihe  taal.Hir,  (continued  Mr.  F.) 
to  encourage  any  thing  like  a  feoling  of  Irrloler- 
nnea,  for  if  (here  be  any  ispot  upoti  tliit  broad 
earth,  which  has  been  consecrated  to  the  spirit 
of  genuine  freedom,  it  is  hem  upon  iho  ^oil  of 
this  glorious  old  Cumraon wealth,  where  Ihn 
standard  of  religions  liberty,  was  SrsI  reared  in 
the  We<>lerti  worlil. 

Mr.  BuBK  aaid  that  in  advocating  this  amend- 
ment, as  it  ivas  bit  intenlioii  to  do,  he  lelt  that  he 
was  treading  upon  delicate  and  dangerous  ground. 
Ha  knew  that  he  was  apeakiTig  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
position wliiuh  would  subject  thoae  who  snstanied 
It  to  animadversion  and  ctiljcism  beyond  Uiese 
walli ;  and  he  desired,  tbereforo.  that  the  mo- 
tives for  Die  course  he  might  take,  should  be  iin- 
dentood  so  ciplicitly,  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
mit-appre  liens  ion  or  mis-statement. 

He  □i!iclaimed  any  desim  or  intention  to  make 
invidious  diitinclioiis  in  matters  of  religion.  No 
man  here  or  el^iewhero  respected  religious  insti- 
tiiltoDs,  and  religion  itself,  more  sincerely   than 

At  an  early  period  in  Ihe  session  of  this  Con- 
vention his  attention  had  boon  called  to  this  sub- 
ject by  a  numerous,  respectable  and  inlelligent. 


portion  of  his  constituent!.  They  desired  (Iikl  a 
provision  miglit  he  imvrted  in  the  Coiutilutian, 
dispensing  with  religious  tests  either  at  a  qualilt- 
cation  for  oflice,  or  ai  rendering  peraons  compe- 
tent witnesses  in  our  judicial  tiibiiiials.  Ho  Bad 
no  particular  actinaintancr  *ilh  the  creed  of  tba 
Universalists ;  (for.  from  tjial  sect  it  was  tbal  tlia 
appticntiun  to  which  tin  referred  had  been  made,} 
but  he  took  occasicin,  by  means  of  letlew  to  men- 
bcrs  of  Ihiir  sucietv,  and  in  other  ways,  to  infom 
himself  as  lo  the  precise  character  of  their  da»- 
Iriiies.  Tlicro^iiltof  his  invesligalion  had  lid 
him  tn  the  eonclusiuns  which  lie  would  now  aUta. 
Thej  holiRVpd  in  a  Supreme  Being;  they  believad 
in  rewanis  anil  punislimonts,  cillier  in  tliii  or  1 
future  world  ;  Ihry  believed  that  no  man  would 
eo  unpunished  for  liis  mirdeeds,  and  that  the  pqi- 
ishmcnt  must  rnnie  at  some  time  ;  but  thej  did 
nol  believe  in  perpetual  punJshmenL. 

Upon  asfertaining  these  facts,  he  had  lookid 
into  tlic  Constitutions  of  the  different  States  rf 
the  Union,  and  had  foimil  tlial  in  nearly  all  «f 
them,  religious  tests  were  dispensed  with.  Tbt 
fourth  section  or  the  declnration  of  rights  of  tba 
Stale  of  Califiirnia,  had  met  his  views  more  flil- 
ly  than  any  otiier.  As  an  liumbic  member  of 
the  coinmillou  of  which  the  venerable  gentlemiB 
from  Aiiiie  Arundel,  (Mr.  Uon,ey.)  waa  Chaii^ 
man.  he,  (Mr.  1}.,)  had  >uhmitted  tliat  as  hit  owb 
pro  position.  Uut  it  had  found  no  favor.  A  na- 
lority  of  the  ei'inmillee  had  voted  it  down.  And 
il  would  be  in  tlie  recollection  of  Ilio  ConventNu 
that  he  ha.1  yesterday  olliSTed  ttie  same  mcUiw, 
but  hid  been  informed  by  llio  President,  that  it 

M  not  then  bi  onlnr. 

Ile  felt  diKposeil  lo  vote  for  the  amendment  J 
lho|{enlleniau  frumUaltimoie  county  .(Mr.Ridge- 
ly,)  thoufib  he,  (Mr.  11.,)  must  taj,  that  he  wu 
belter  sntistii'd  ivitli  the  fitt.t  amendment,  thas 
iviUi  this.  He  vlcldrd,  liuwevcr,  to  ilie  better 
jiulgment  of  the  ge nth' man.  who  entertained  the 
Upitiion  that  the  pendin;;  propo«ition  would  cover 
the  nliolu  grouiui,  and  ansivel  every  object  which 
lie  liBil  in  view.  If  that  proposition  should  fail, 
he  would  Ilieii  oHer  the  ameiidmrnt  which  lie  had 
yeslerdav  iiKlieati'd. 

The  genllemaii  from  Washington  coimly,  (Mr. 
Fiory,J  huil,  given  biscxp*riciitoas  to  the  opera- 
tion ui  the  existing  prurision  in  his  owd  distiin. 
He,  (Mr,  B.,}  tunrd  go  oven  beyond  the  Ifadli 
ofhis  own  county.  Me  had  seen  a  JusticeoTtlis 
Peace  reject  the  testimony  ol'  a  Uoiversalitt  «b 
account  of  his  religious  opinions,  when  the  cofr 
ity  at  lari^  would  have  taken  tbe  ipord  of  tke 
ess  ill  prvfercnce  to  the  oalh  of  the  Juatica  af 
the  Peace,  And  similar  evidences  of  injwlit* 
and  of  wrong  he  had  seen  time  and  affsin.  Hi 
declared  liimEclf  Ihe  friend  of  religious  tolentio 
and  equality,  under  all  circunistaiices  and  in  e»s- 
ry  aspect.  He  believeil  that  mure  danger,  lU 
more  danger,  was  lo  be  appruiiendcd  from  tbia* 
who,  under  the  false  garbof  religion,  made  thi*- 
selvcs  rompetent  witnesses,  than  from  that  it- 
spectablu  and  in IcUigcnt  class  of  our  citizens  wla 
had  tlie  indepeiidenec  to  coiue  forward  and  pin- 
claim  the  dorlrinvs  in  whicli  tlicy  conscientiotulj 
liclicved.  To  use  the  language  of  tbe  gentlemaB 
from  Calvert,  (Mr,  Wecms,)  lie,  (Mr.  B.,)  mn 
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itarian;'^  stinhe  had  his  preposseflsiom.  But 
rould  be  congenial  to  his  own  feeling,  as  it 
dT  would  be  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which 
Imd,  that  all  these  harsh  and  inTidious  re- 
lata  should  be  blotted  out  from  our  statutes. 
rafiured  to  the  former  history  of  the  Slate,  to 
w  bow  little  sympathy  her  people  had  maoi- 
ad  in  that  bigoted  and  intolerant  spirit  which 
lid  inflict  punishment  upon  men  for  the  mere 
s  of  religious  opinion,  and  expressed  the  hope 
;  tbe  Representatives  here  assembled,  for  high 
loleinn  purposes,  would  follow  the  glorioua 
Bple  held  up  to  them  by  our  sister  States, 
puce  upon  an  equality  all  men  who  believed 
iQ  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being. 

Ir.  Merrick  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 

the  moment  to, 

Ir.  TucR,  who  suggested  to  the  gentleman 

a  Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Ridgely,)  that  the 

e  Rppropriate  place  for  his  amendment,  would 

be  thirty-sixth  article. 

[r.  RiDGBLT  intimating  his  intention  to  adhere 

lie  emendment  at  this  point. 

Ir.  Tuck  proceeded  to  remark,  that  the  quae- 

mvolf  ed  in  it,  was  one  of  much  delicacy  and 

ortROce,  and  that  any  pro  vision,  in  relation  to 

rhieh  might  be  engrafted  in  the  Constitution, 

lid  be  drawn  with  great  circumspection  and 

u    It  seemed  to  him,  however,  that  the  most 

n|iriate  place  for  the  amendment,  was  the 

^^zth  article,  and    he  would,  therefore, 

le  that  the  pending  article  be  informally  pas- 

orer,  (as  had  been  done  with  a  previous  arti- 

on  a  former  day,)  in  order  that  it  might here- 

r  be  taken  up. 

[j  own  opinion,  (continued  Mr.  T.)  is  that 

tme  question  to  be  put  to  a  witness, 
lid  be  whether,  according  to  his  religious 
I,  whatever  that  faitli  might  be,  he  believed 

atate  of  future  rewards  and  punishments. 
rr  man  ought  to  be  presumed  to  have  some 
pea— a  reugion  which  teaches  him  to  look 

0  a  Divine  Being — to  a  First  Great  Cause— 
to  aeknowledge  his  belief  in  Him.  And  I 
that  every  man  who  comes  upon  the  stand, 
avowa  his  belief  in  a  Divine  Being — who  ac- 
wlodgm  himself  resi^onsible  for  deeds  done 

1  earth— ought  to  be  allowed  to  testify,  for, 
ifl  been  well  said,  the  most  respectable  men 
le  community,  whose  word,  in  any  matter  of 
DOM,  would  be  taken  in  preference  to  the  oath 
me  men,  are  turned  from  the  witness  stand, 
let  the  testimony  of  any  one,  however  worth- 
it  admitted,  if  he  will  only  say  that  he  be- 

■  m  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punish- 
li. 

r.  T.  thought  that  the  better  way  was  to 
a  these  questions,  as  to  the  competency  of 
cnes,  to  be  regulated  by  the  Liegislature. 
if  this  Convention  is  to  pronounce  its  judg- 
t  of  the  question,  he  thought  the  appropriate 
e  waa  the  thirty-sixth  article,  and  he  there- 
moved  to  lay  aside  this  amendment  for  the 

ent. 

T.  MEaRiCK  said,  that  gentlemen  had  argued 
lueeUon  as  if  this  were  a  proposition  to  en- 
t  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,  a  religious  test.    No 


such  idea  existed.    On  the  contrary,  the  whole 
scope  and  object  of  the  article  was  to  proclaim 
the  largest  possible  latitude  to  all  persons  as  to 
their  religious  opinions.     Gentlemen  get  up, 
talked  about  religious  liberty,  and  invoked  the 
^nius  of  Maryland,  as  if  some  great  outrage 
were  in  contemplation.    Such  arguments  were 
totally  inapplicable.    The  amendment  actually 
proposed  to  restrict  and  limit  the  natural  force 
and  eflScacy  of  the  article  as  it  stood  in  the  Bill 
of  Rights.    Such,  was  the  import  of  the  language 
of  the  amendment,  whatever  its  object  might  be. 
Whatever  evils  existed  could  be  better  left  to  tho 
general  action  of  the  Legislature,  than  be  spcci- 
allv  provided  for  by  the  organic  law.    God  for- 
bid that  it  should  be  supposed  that  he  would 
place  restrictions  upon  any  class  of  our  citizens 
on  account  of  their  religious  opinions.    Nothing 
could  be  further  from  his  wishes.    All  he  desired 
was  to  bring  tho  Convention  to  consider  the  na- 
ture of  the  work  they  had  in  hand,  in  order  that 
they  might  confine  themselves  to  it — and  leave 
all  matters  proper  for  future  deliberation  and 
general  legislation  to  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.   This  was  certainly  one  of  these  matters. 

Mr.  Chandler  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation.  He  held  that  every  man  had  the 
right  to  worship  God,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  conscience.  To  whichsoever  of  the 
many  religious  creeds  into  which  men  have  divi- 
ded themselves,  ho  may  belong,  he  has  this  right. 
But  the  object  of  the  remarlu  lie  had  made  was 
that  those  who  do  not  worship  God  in  any  form» 
and  who  have  no  hope  of  future  rewards,  nor 
fear  of  future  punishments  to  influence  their  con- 
duct, ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  act  as  jurors. 
He  did  not  concur  in  opinion  with  the  gentleman 
from  Frederick,  that  persons  who  acknowledge 
no  moral  responsibility  are  more  to  be  relied  ou 
than  those  who  do. 

Mr.  Harbinb  stated  his  intention  to  vote 
against  the  amendment,  not  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  fullest  extent  of  religious  toleration, 
or  to  the  principle  that  every  man  should  be  per- 
mitted to  exercise  his  own  conscience  in  matters 
of  religious  faith,  without  forfeiting  any  ef  his 
rights;  nut  for  the  reason  assigned  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Charles  (Mr.  Merrick)  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  engraft  such  a  provision  in  the  or- 
ganic law.  It  was  a  power  within  reach  of  the 
Legislature.  It  had  ^  been  said  by  his  colleague 
(Mr.  Fierjr)  that  it  has  been  used  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  respectable  class  of  citizens  irom 
being  sworn  as  witnesses.  If  he  thought  such  a 
construction  would  be  put  on  the  provisions  of 
the  new  Constitution,  he  would  go  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  But  the  new  Constitution  will  not 
admit  of  the  same  construction  as  the  old  one. 
He  referred  to  the  change  which  had  been  made 
in  the  thirty-third  article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights 
to  shew  that  the  construction  put  on  that  article 
in  the  old  Constitution  would  not  he  applicable 
to  the  new  one.  The  other  reason  for  opposing 
the  amendment  had  been  better  explained  by 
the  gentleman  from  Charles  than  he  could  ex- 

Elain  it.    It  is  within  the  competence  of  the 
(egialattire  to  make  such  laws  on  the  subject  as 
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may  be  necessary.  It  relates  to  a  mere  rule  of 
evidence,  which  can  be  settled  bylaw;  and  if  we 
are  tu  go  on  and  insert  in  the  Constitution  provis- 
ions regulating  all  the  rules  of  evidence  in  dispute, 
the  instrument  will  be  ver}*  greatly  and  unneces- 
sarily encumbered,  while  its  adoption  by  the 
people  would  be  greatly  endangered.  Such  a 
result,  he  had  no  doubt,  was  not  desired  by  the 
members  of  thi:i  Convention  and  should  be  avoid- 
ed, eicpeeially  if  it  could  be  done  (as  in  this  in- 
stance) wilhout  the  denial  of  a  single  ri^ht  to 
the  people.  He  would  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  ta- 
ken, and  resulted  as  follows : 

^Jfirmalire — Messrs.  Morgan,  Hopewell,  Bell, 
Welch,  Kidgely,  Eccleston,  Chambers  of  Cecil, 
Miller,  Bowie,  McCubbiu,  Thomas,  Shriver, 
Gaither,  Biser,  Sappington,  Gwinn,  Brent  of 
Haiti  more  city,  Fiery,  John  Xewcomer,  Michael 
Newcomer,  Weber,  Tarke,  Ege,  Shower,  and 
Cockoy — 25. 

J^egativc — Messrs.  Chnpman,  President,  Lee, 
Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Dorscy, 
Wells,  Randall.  Kent,  Sell  man,  Weems,  Dal- 
ryniple.  Merrick,  Buchanan,  Chandler,  Sher- 
wood of  TahM)t,  Colston,  John  Dennis,  Crisfield, 
Dashiell,  Williams,  Fhelps,  Mchane,  Sprigg, 
George,  Mc Master,  Kooks,  Jacobs,  Stephenson, 
Mc Henry,  Ncbon,  Carter,  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
Harbine,  Davis,  Anderson,  Hollyday  and  Slicer 
—38. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BisER  now  oiiered  the  following'  amend- 
ment which  he  had  yesterday  indicated  his  inten- 
tion to  otier : 

•*Strikc  out  from  the  word  Mibcrty,'  in  the  third 
line,  to  the  end  of  sniiJ  article,  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  tiie  following : 

"Therefore,  no  religious  test  shall  be  required 
as  a  qualification  for  any  office  of  public  tru^^t, 
that  the  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious 
profewion  and  wqprship  without  discrimination  or 
preference  shall  ever  be  allowed  in  ihis  State, 
and  that  no  person  shall  be  rendered  incompe- 
tent to  be  a  witness  on  account  of  his  opinion  on 
matters  of  religious  belief,  but  the  liberty  of  con- 
Hcicnce  hereby  secured,  shall  not  be  construed  as 
to  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  to  justify 
practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety  of 
this  State." 

Mr.  Dorset  offered  the  following  substitute, 
which  (he  said)  he  would  be  glad  if  the  gentle- 
man would  accept; 

Add  ut  the  end  of  the  said  article,  the  follow- 
ing: 

"Nor  shall  any  person  be  deemed  incompetent 
as  a  witness  or  a  Juror,  or  disqualified  to  hold 
any  olUee  under  the  laws  or  Constitution  of  this 
State,  except  as  hereinafter  provided  by  the 
Constitution  of  this  State,  who  believes  in  the 
C3UStenco  of  a  God,  and  that  under  his  dispensa- 
tion such  pei'sun  will  be  held  morally  account- 
able fur  his  at:ts,  and  be  rewarded  or  punished 
therefor,  cither  in  this  world  or  in  the  world  to 
come." 

Mr.  BisKR  accepted  this  proposition  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  own. 


Mr.  Randall  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
substitute,  which  was  again  read. 

Mr.  Morgan  said,  he  would  not  to  be  wilUnc 
to  admit  ministers  to  hold  seats  in  the  House  of 
Delegates  or  any  political  body.  The  ameDd- 
nient  seemed  to  him  to  go  further  than  the  nih 
tieman  from  Anne  Arundel  intended.  He,  (Mr. 
M.)  said  that  he  was  willing  to  admit  as  witnesses 
all  who  believed  in  a  future  state  of  rewmrds  and 
punishments, 

Mr.  DoRSEY  modified  his  substitute  so  as  to  in- 
sert the  words  *•  except  as  hereafter  provided  by 
the  Constitution.*^ 

Mr.  Randall  said,  it  had  been  generally  oos- 
ceded,  accordhig  to  modem  decisions,  thataiBM 
is  a  competent  witness  who  belieres  in  a  fbCnn 
state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  whether  htn 
or  hereafter.     He  thought  the  Convention  g» 
erally  acquiesced  in  this  opinion.    The  questios 
is,  where  should  this  provision  be  plaMd?   It 
refers  to  the  right  of  conscience,  and  lie  thomkt 
the  proper  place  for  it  would  be  in  the  tbirtj- 
sixth  article,    it  was  cognate  to  the  place  WMS 
it  is  now  introduced.    The  thirty-sixth  artiele re- 
lates to  the  oath  and  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
shall  be  administered.       He  was    disposed  to 
amend  the  thirty-sixth  article  so  as  to  make  it 
more  specific.    The  thirty- third  article  refers  to 
the  duty  of  every  man  to  worship  God  in  sueh 
manner  as  he  pleases.    The  thirty-sixth  article 
relates  to  the  qualification  of  a  witness,  to  hii 
rights  as  a  citizen  of  the  State.     He   Ihouafat, 
therefore,  that  the  best  course  would  be  tor^eet 
the  amendment  now  proposed,  and  to  insert,  in 
lieu  of  it,  the  substitute  which  he  now  olicredto 
come  in  at  the  head  of  the  thirty-sixth  article. 

Mr.  DoRBEY  differed  from  his  colleague.    He 
thought  the  provision  more  appropriate  where  it 
was  now  proposed,  than  where  his  colleague  wish- 
ed to  place  it.     It  did  not  apply  to  oflScial  oaths 
but  was  a  general  provision  that  those  who  wen 
presente<1  as  jurors  or  witnesses,  should  notbeex- 
cluded  if  they  entertained  a  belief  in  a  state  of 
future  rewards  and  punisliments.     He   thought, 
therefore,  that  the  provision  was  better  where  it 
now  is,  and   where    it  is  entirely  appropriate. 
He  did  not  concur  in  the  statement  that  the  piac- 
j  ticeis  settled  in  England,  that  none  but  one  who 
I  believes  in  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  puniib- 
ments  U  a  competent  witness.    He  did  not  lo 
understand  it.    Some  of  the  Judges  in  this  fitsts 
are  of  opinion,  that  a  man  must  oelieve  not  int 
state  of  luture  rewards  and  punishments,  but  mt 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punisnmenis.    IW 
object  of  the  amendment  is  to  remove  that  dift* 
cuity.    He  had  no  particular  wish  to  place  its 
this  section,  but  he  thought  it  the  most  appropif 
ate  place  for  it. 

Mr.  Randall  thought  the  thirty-fifth  artieb 
was  a  very  proper  place,  as  it  relates  to  the  tvl 
or  qualification  required  on  admission  to  any  ofifl* 
of  trubt.  The  Uiirty-third  article  seta  forth  th» 
duty  of  every  man  to  worship  God  in  such  miB' 
ncr  as  he  tlunks  most  acceptable;  and  the  thii^ 
sixth  article  prescribes  the  manner  of  adminf 
tering  an  oath  to  witnesses.  I'hcse  are  the  tlu«^ 
articles  which  relate  to  the  subject,  and  it  wtl 
ills  object  to  keep  tliem  distinct.    He  thought  it 
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uora  cognate  in  the  thirly-ftizth  article,  li 
rcMiM  be  more  consisleot  if  every  thing  relatini; 
o  the  oath  were  put  in  the  thirty-«iixUi  article. 
■le  would  DOW  offer  hia  substitute. 

Mr.  Ramdall  then  offered  the  following  as  a 
4ibatitate  for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dorskt: 

"JVasiilrf,  That  an  oath  may  be  Icii^ally  Ddmin- 
atandto  any  person  who  believes  in  a  state  of 
fiitBra  rewaras  and  punish  menu*,  by  a  Suprcnie 
Being,  in  this  life  or  in  the  life  to  cume/* 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  think  that  thiii  was  the 
proper  place  for  the  amendment.    Hut  he  would 
ifterit  again  to  the  thirty-sixth  section,  and  cuuld 
Imd  moTB  to  strike  it  from  this  article,  if  it : 
ihould  be  adopted  here. 

Mr.  McHcNRT  said  he  should  votuai^instlMth 
iho  aobltitute  and  the  amendment,  and  lie  should 
M  oonstnined  to  vote  azainKt  every  amendment 
vhiefa  adds  to  the  bulk  of  tlie  bill  of  righLs.  Whvn 
mranecatora  framed  the  present  bill  of  rights, 
Hbmy  were  in  tlie  midst  of  a  severe  strugj^lu  ;  and 
the  eireiimttances  in  which  they  acted,  made 
Ihea  earaful  so  to  construct  it,  as  that  its  great 
principles  should  be  stamped  on  the  minds  of 
Ikoae  for  whose  benefit  it  was  made.  But 
DOW,  when  the  sovereignty  of  the  people. is 
Bnifonelly  acknowledged,  this  minute  elabora- 
tioa  of  their  rights  is  unnecessary.  It  seemed  to 
him  thot  a  few  brief  and  comprehensive  articles 
illartrmting  our  position  as  contrasted  with  foreign 
loreninients,  and  fA  to  our  internal  relations, 
and  lojing  down  the  principles  which  should 
rigolftte  tne  conduct  of  the  officers  of  tlie  govern- 
■ont,  who  are  the  agents  .of  the  people,  in  their 
otteial  cipaeities,  should  be  deemed  sufficient. 
When  other  matters  are  introduced,  it  should  be 
in  tbo  Constitution  itself— the  consideration  of 
whieh  wiU  come  up  hereafter.  To  insert  these 
profiaioDS  in  the  bill  of  rights,  he  thought  would 
DO  entirelj  superfluous. 

llr.  CBAiiBBaa  said,  reluctant  as  ho  was  to  ob- 
trude uit  remarks  upon  the  House,  he  could  not 
givom  silent  vote  on  this  subject  One  of  the 
ptopoefld  amendments,  opened  a  question  of  the 
utmoiteQDeem — a  question  not  new  to  him. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  originally,  no 
other  than  one  professing  to  be  a  Christian,  could 
hold  ofice.  Some  thirty  years  since,  while  he 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  a  clamor  was 
r^Md  againat  the  Constitution,  because  it  exclu- 
ded Jaws.  Under  pretence  of  admitting  Jews, 
the  attempt  was  mado  to  admit  infidels.  It  failed, 
aad  after  a  long  struggle,  the  Constitution  was  so 
lar  changed,  as  to  admit  a  Jew  to  hold  office, 
who  would  profein  his  belief  in  a  future  state  of 
reward  and  punishments.    It  was  no  part  of  liis  i 

Krpoae  now  to  renew  the  discussions  in  which  ! 
.at  that  time,  participated.    A  proposition  is; 
aow  beibre  the  chair,  which  he  deeply  regretted 
to  laethe  learned  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  ; 
(Mr.  Dorsey,)  submii--the  direct  effect  of  which 
wo«klbe,to  demolish  the  partition  which  divided 
the  Christian  and  the  unbeliever.    Sir,  (said  Mr. 
C.)  this   is   a  Christian  community— the  Holy 
Bible,  as  the  revelation  of  God^s  will  and  word, 
is  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land,  adopted  by  Uie 
commoD  law  of  England,  and  with  the  other 


parts  of  that  law,  received  by  us.  Our  statutes 
enact  penalties  against  bfosp/irmt/,  and  all  our 
laws  proceed  on  the  assumption  that  they  are  to 
regulate  a  Christiau  people. 

We  afford  protection  to  all  :  to  tlio<c  who  have 
any  religious  worship,  we  secure  the  form  of 
worship  which  their  conscience  or  tu>tes  a|>prov(-, 
to  those  who  have  no  bensc  of  reiii;ion  or  of  oli- 
ligation  to  worship  the  Deity,  wu  guarante<;  ex- 
emption from  coercion,  liut  in  the  privilop:e  of 
holdini;  office,  the  privilege  of  ruliiii;  in  a  Christ- 
ian community,  wu  have  never  allowed  u  iiIn;  I  lev- 
ers to  paiticipatc.  Trofessed  unbelii'vcrs  wore, 
in  tliis  re<«|ioi-t,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wall  or 
partition,  and  while  he  had  breatli  iu  his  body, 
lie  would  U'ie  it  to  protest  against  any  and  every 
attempt  to  prostrate  this  partition.  There  might 
be  some  few  men  deluded  :iiid  most  mistaken  on 
this  subject,  in  his  poor  judj^ment — there  might 
be  snnu;  auioiit^ntthe  ucquaiiiianrcs  of  the  gentle- 
man fri»m  Waslungtoii,  (.Mr.  Fii-ry,)  who  might 
for  au^ht  he  knew,  punctually  dis'rhargc  the  du- 
ties of  some  of  the  oirices  of  the  StaU:,  but  it  was 
bettiT,  far  belter,  that  those  few  [htsums  should 
give  place  to  others,  than  to  demolish  this  time- 
honored  dortrine,  which,  in  sume  sort,  sanctifies 
our  system.  Kvery  general  rule  must,  of  nercs- 
sity,  produce  an  individual  instance  not  absolute- 
ly within  the  expediency  of  tint  rule.  Here  the 
general  rule  wa^i,  that  our  State  being  a  Christinn 
community,  our  laws  suited  to  the  government 
and  conduct  of  ('hri^tian  men.  Christian  rulers, 
and  none  others,  ought  to  rule  such  n  land  and 
people,  and  no  power  on  earth  could  ever  induce 
him  to  turn  his  back  U[)on  the  faith  of  his  fore- 
fathers. Kdurated  in  a  Christian  community, 
they  came  to  this  continent  to  establish  a  Christ- 
ian govrrmnrni  here,  and  as  such  it  has  hitherto 
been  maintained. 

Sir,  said  he,  by  God'«  blessing,  I  have  been  ed- 
ucated in  the  Christian  faith — the  faith  of  the  Hi- 
ble— by  God's  gnLce.  I  hope  to  live  a  Christian's 
life  and  di«)  the  Christian's  death — by  God's  mer- 
cy 1  have  liccn  born  in  a  Christian  State  and  here 
have  passed  my  three  score  years  and  more,  and 
so  sure  a^  my  soul  lives.  1  will  peril  the  lo!4  of 
every  temporal  hope  before  1  will  act  or  aid  iu 
any  declaration  that  Maryland  withdraws  herself 
from  the  Christian  families  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  Rakdall  said  this  was  a  provision  similar 
to  that  which  prevailed  in  Kngland,  where  there 
was  an  established  eliurch,  and  that  country  had 
not  been  unchristianizcd,  as  the  gentleman  fi*om 
Kent,  (jMr.  Chambers.)  apprehended  we  were 
about  to  be  by  adoptin<;  this  amendment.'  As 
there  Fcemed  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  law  which 
governed  this  matte.r  in  t^ngland,  he  would  read 
one  or  two  authorities  on  the  subject.  He  tiien 
read  extracts  from  Grcenleaf,  Smith's  leading 
cases,  and  other  law  writers,  suslainin|r  him  in 
his  position  that  a  witness  was  competent  who 
believed  iu  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  licing, 
who  would  punish  perjury  whether  that  punish- 
ment would  be  in  this  world  or  in  the  world  to 
come.  If  the  principle  had  not  proved  dangerous  in 
England,  he  saw  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  its 
operation  would  be  dangerous  here.  In  almost 
all  the  States  of  the  Union,  yd  in  England,  laws 
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hftto  been  paaied  enlarging  the  competency  of 
witnesses  and  refuring  the  objection  to  tneir 
CMdibilityj  So  that  in  adopting  it  here,  we  are 
oaly  keeping  up  with  the  progressive  spirit  of 
the  age. 

Mr.  Dorset  objected  to  the  substitute  as  in- 
snfficient  to  carry  out  the  purpose  which  the 
mover  had  in  view.  ^Vhen  all  that  it  proposed 
to  accomplish  was  effected,  a  great  part  of  the 
ground  would  have  to  be  gone  over  again.  He 
thought  the  subject  of  religion  should  not  be  mix- 
ed up  with  legislation.  We  live  in  a  country  of 
universal  toleration,  and  that  principle  ought  to 
be  carried  out  in  relation  to  the  competence  of 
witnesses,  and  also  with  reference  to  persons  who 
may  be  selected  by  the  people  as  their  agents, 
without  attempting  to  restrict  them  in  their 
choice.    He  should  vote  against  the  substitute. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the  sub- 
stitute of  Mr.  Randall. 

Mr.  Ware  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

^ffimuUive — Messrs.  Donaldson,  Randall,  Sell- 
man,  Bond,  Brent  of  Charles,  Merrick,  Buchan- 
an, Welch,  Crisfield,  Eccleston,  Miller,  Tuck, 
George,  Dirickson,Sappington,  Magraw,  Gwinn, 
Fiery,  HoUyday,  Ege  and  Shower— 21. 

<mgative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, Hopewell,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitch- 
ell, Dorsey,  Wells,  Weems,  Dalrvmple,  Bell, 
Chandler,  Ridgely,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,Colston, 
John  Dennis,  Dashiell,  Williams,  Hicks,  Phelps, 
Chambers  of  Cecil,  McLAne,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  Mc- 
Cubbin,  McMastcr,  Fooks,  Shriver,  Gaither, 
Biser,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  Nelson,  Carter, 
Stewart  of  Caroline,  Hardcastle,  Brent  of  Balti- 
more city,  Ware,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Mi- 
chael Newcomer,  Davis,  Slicer,  Parke  and 
Cockcy— 45. 

So  the  substitute  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  DoRSFY. 

Mr.  Chambers  asked  the  yeas  and  nays: 

Which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bowie  called  for  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ment; 

Which  was  again  read. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  tak- 
en, and  resulted  as  follows: 

m^irmalive — Messrs.  Morgon,Hopewell,  Mitch- 
ell, Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall,  Kent,  Sellman, 
Bond,  Sollers,  Brent  of  Charles,  Buchanan,  Bell, 
Welch,  Ridgely,  Colston,  Eccieston,  Chambers, 
of  Cecil,  Miller,  McLanc,  George,  Dirickson, 
Thomas,  Shriver,  Gaither,  Riser,  Sappington, 
Magraw,  Nelson,  Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore 
city,  Ware,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  Michael 
Newcomer,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  Parke,  Ege, 
Shower  and  Cockey— 42. 

Aigaftve— Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Lee, 
Chambers  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Weems,  Dalrym- 

51e,  Merrick,  Chandler,  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
ohn  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dasbiell,  Williams, 
Hicks,  Phelps,  Bowie,  Tnck,  Sprigg,  McCub- 
bin,  McMaster,  Fooks,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  | 


Carter,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Harbine  and  Da- 
Tis — fH. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption 
of  the  thirty-third  section,  as  amended, 

Mr.  John  Newcomer  moved  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  word  '*duty,*'  and  ioaertiog  the 
word  ••privilege." 

Mr.  N.  said,  it  seemed  to  him  that  "privily'' 
was  the  better  word. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendmeDt 
was  rejected. 

And  then  the  article  as  amended,  was  adopCsd. 

The  thirty-fourth  article  was  read  aa  IbUows: 

Jhi.  34.  That  every  eift,  sale  or  devise  of 
lands,  to  any  minister,  public  teacher,  orpmdi- 
er  of  the  ffospel.  as  such,  or  to  any  religious  Net, 
order  or  denomination,  or  to  or  for  the  iupport, 
use  or  benefit  of,  or  in  trust  for  any  mindter, 
public  teacher  or  preacher  of  the  gospel,  as  mefa, 
or  any  religious  sect,  order  or  denomination,  sod 
every  gift  or  sale  of  goods  or  chatteb,  to  gp  is 
succession,  or  to  take  place  after  the  death  of  tbe 
seller  or  donor,  to  or  for  such  support,  uie,  or 
benefit;  and  also  every  devise  of  goods  or  chat- 
tels to  or  for  the  support,  use  or  benefit  of  my 
minister,  public  teacher  or  preacher  of  the  gM- 
pel,  as  such,  or  any  religious  sect,  order  or  de- 
nomination, without  the  leave  of  the  leeishtinv, 
shall  be  void;  except  always  any  sale,  gilt,  lease, 
or  devise  of  any  quantity  of  land,  not  czoecdiDg 
five  acres  for  a  church,  meeting  or  other  hows 
of  worship,  and  for  a  burying  ground,  which  dull 
be  improved,  enjoyed,  or  us^  only  for  suehpor- 
pose;  or  such  sale,  gift,  lease  or  derise  ahalJ  be 
void.  ^ 

Mr.  Phelps  moved  to  strike  out  "five"  acres, 
and  insert  ••thirty.^' 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  had  some  ezperienee  in 
these  matters,  and  he  thought  it  neeemry  to  m- 
crease  the  number  of  acres  which  may  be  grant- 
ed, ••for  a  church,  meeting,  or  other  boue  of 
worship,  and  for  a  burying  ground."  It  had  of 
late  years  become  very  fashionable  and  proper  to 
lajr  out  cemeteries,  and  ''five^*  acres  waa  not  sof- 
ficient  for  the  purpose.  He  had  been  told  thst 
Greenwood  Cemetery  occupied  one  hundred 
acres. 

Mr.  Michael  Newcomer  opposed  the  action 
of  Mr.  Phelps,  and  suggested  that  one  acre 
of  land  in  the  county  which  he,  [Mr.  N.,]  repre- 
sented, was  worth  thirty  in  the  county -of  Uor- 
Chester.    (Laughter.) 

Some  conversation  followed. 

Mr.  Blakistone  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section. 

Mr.  Phelps  ssid  that  scarcely  a  year  paaed, 
without  an  application  being  made  to  tbe  L^ps- 
lature,  for  an  appropriation  for  the  oDlarmMnt 
of  grave  yards.    There  was  certainly  nothmg  im- 

J>roper  in  such  an  object,  and  Uie  spurit  of  beanti- 
ying  and  improving  these  grave  yards,  ought  to 
be  encouraged  by  every  gentleman  on  tiiiaioor. 
Mr.  Stephekson  called  for  a  division  on  tbe 
motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  so  that  the  question  ibooU 
be  taken,  first,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

A  di?iaion  was  ordered. 


Theqaestion  hafiog  been  taken,  the  Oinven- 1  tlwre  wu,  he  (Mr.  H.)  wai  prepared  to  vote  fur 
tion,  bj  ayea  97,  noes  33,  refuted  to  strike  the  lection.  But  he  could  aee  no  potaible  daop- 
ouL  '  er.    That  age  had  long,  long,  since  paaMd  away . 

The  qaeatkHi  then  reeurred  on  the  motion  of  True,  the  old  Oonnlitution  had  a  similar  prof  i»» 
Mr.  Blakistomb  to  strike  out  the  thirty-fourth  iun,  but  then  it  wa!s  formed  when  times  were 
article  vtry  (liferent  from  what  thpy  are  now.     KeliKi- 

Mr.  Stcphskioii  called  the  veasand  nays.  oih  prejudices  tlien  weighed  powerfully;  bigotry 

Mr.  Lec  offered  the  followed  amendment.  and  superstition,  the  relic  or  ages  gone  by,  stiH 

^  "Inwrt  after  the  word  *  worship,*  in  the  iwelfUi    had  tlicir  influences,  hence  it  was  natural  tluit 

line,  the  words  *or  parsonage.*  '*  men  of  ttiat  day,  shoul4  have  great  dread  of  the 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  property  monopiilies  of  religious  persons  and 

The  question  again  recurred  on  the  motion  of  corporations.  Yet  even  in  the  old  Billof  Righl>. 
Mr.  Blakistoke.  it  was  provided  that  by  leave  of  the  Legislature 

Mr.  Pa&kb  moved  to  amend  said  article  by  in-  any  amount  of  property  might  be  given  and  sold, 
sertinc  after  the  word  *'acres,'^  in  the  twelfth  purchaAed  and  received,  and  when  has  the  Lt'- 
line,  theae  words,  *'or  the  value  of  ten  thousand  gislaturc  refused  to  grant  such  leave?  Mr.  H. 
dollara.*'  .  said  this  question  had  arisen  at  a  time  he  had  not 

Mr.  Blakiston'E  i«aid,  by  the  advice  of  gentle-  ^  anticipated,  and  therefore  he  hud  not  examined 
men  around  him,  he  wouiil  withdraw  his  amend-  it  fully,  but  he  was  prepared  to  say,  that  in  very 
ment.  many,  if  not  in  the  Constitutions  of  all  the  other 

"So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  thirty -fourth  States  of  thii  ITnion,  no  mucIi  provision  as  Uie 
article  was  rejected.  ^ :  lection  under  consideration  could  be  found,    lit' 

The  question  tlien  recurred  oil  the  amendment  would  then  ask  that  if  not  necessary  in  other 
of  Mr.  Parke.  States,  was  it  nece^isary  in   ours?     If  the  evils 

Mr.  Dorset  expressed  lus  belief,  that  if  thin  '  which  this  provision  was  intended  to  prevent  did 
amendment  shouUt  be  adopted,  it  would  be  an  not  exist  in  other  States,  whose  organic  lawcon- 
abandoDment  of  the  principle  of  prohibiting  gifts  '  taincd  no  claunu  of  this  character,  would  surli 
or  deT ilea  of  lands  to  churches,  ministers  of  the  i  evils  exist  among  our  people  without  itr  Most 
gotpelfftc.,  and  would  lead  to  the  engrossing  of  ,  certainly  not.     Why  then  encumber  our  Bill  of 


a  lane  portion  of  the  real  property  of  the  State  by 
the  clergy.  We  have  made  a  more  liberal  allowance 
of  such  gifts  and  devises,  than  was  tolerated  in  the 


Rights  with  such  a  provision?  Why  have  such 
restrictions — why  niuke  such  distinctions  witliuiii 
causes  that  fully  juslifj  ? 


last  bill  of  rtffhts.  If,  as  is  proposed  by  the  '  Mr.  Stephrnson'  asked  the  vtas  and  nays  on 
amendment  offered,  a  devise  of  lands,  worth  ihc  motion  of  Mr.  John  Newco'mer,  which  were 
teothomand  dollam,  by  one  tcstutor,  to  a  priest  |  ordered. 

or  other  minister  ofthe  gospel,  is  tolerated,  by  a  y,  WrrMs  cstDrcssed  his  intention  to  vote 
auccesaioo  of  such  devises,  lands  to  an  indefinite  ^r.  Wckms  expressed  'J'*  "l^e""*J™.J°  7,«J« 
amount  in  quantity  and  value,  may  be  placed  in  I  fP'"f  the  amendment.  He  had  no  objecUon  to 
mertamm,  in  violation  of  the  best  interests  of  the  ^^e  Church  holding  as  mu^h  inropcrty  a.  m.gh- 
at...  ZLa  .n.:».t  — .»  _.:_.:_i  _«■  _.  u  •  ;  be  desired.  But  as  tlieie  are  so  many  sects  al| 
8^  and   against  erery  principle  of  public  j  ^.jy  ;„  „i,te„ce,  and  olhw-s  might  irUe,  they 

'rSeqnekUon  was  then  taken  on  the  amend  J  "'?'''•"' P~r*.°.u''"^/'"iMh.°™". "if  ?''m' 
—...•./m.  p....  ..j  :t  _..  ..'1..  j     '""""   ,  and  possess  themselves  ol  all  the  most  raluakie 

■^*A1'J  lt"'l'^.  ir  "J^.^/-.K.  «...  '  «a..d      And  as  he  believed  Uiat  all  Cl.urcn  prop- 


Mr.  John  Newcomer  now  renewed  the  mo 
tioo  of  Mr.  Blakistone,  to  striice  out  the  thirty- 
foarth  attiele. 

Mr.  HaaaiWE  said  he  hoped  the  motion  of  his 
eolleague,  (Mr.  John  Newcomer,)  to  strike  out 


erty  was  exempted  from  taxation,  the  effect 
might  be  to  pro<!uce  a  great  diminution  of  the 
revenue  which  the  State  derives  from  taxes.  For 
this  reason  and  not  from   any  hmtilily  to  the 


s:'isur;v:;;Vion: w;;iJ7r.«.ii:'  m;:::tZ  c""""- "« »»•<"'"' "t "8-"^ "••  'T"""""'- 

denied  the  righto  of  penons  to  give,  sell  or  devise,  The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  motion 
and  of  religioui  corporations  and  clergymen  as  ^^  ^^^'  J^"'*  Newcomer,  to  strike  out  the  see- 
aoGh,  to  receive  of  such  persons,  lands,  eoodsjand  »»on,  and  the  result  was  as  follows  : 
ehattela.  He  held  that  every  owner  of  property  Affirmative. — Messrs.  Randall,  Kent,  John  Den- 
'had  the  right  to  make  whatever  disposition  of  it  nLs,  Hicks,  Eccleston,  Phelps,  Miller,  McHenry, 
he  iileaied,  provided  such  disposition,  did  not  in- .  Ware,  Jr.,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine  and  Show- 
jora  the  community  at  large.    He  also  held  the  1  er— 1'.2. 

right  of  corporations  and  individuals  to  receive,  I  J^egalive.^Meisr*.  Morgan,  Hopewell,  Lee, 
and  purchase  property  subject  4o  the  same  con- '  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Dorsey, 
dition.  These  principles  of  right  weresoplaui  Wells,  Sellman,  Weems,  Dalrymple,  Brent  of 
: J. .__      *.!_,,..  .    Charles, Merrick. Buchanan, Bell, Welch. Ridge- 


to  require  no  discussion.    All  mstitutionsand     ^ 

penons  ahoald,a8  near  as  circumstances  will  poa-    ly.  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Colston,  Crisfield,  Da 
■iUy  permit,  be  placed   upon  the  same  broad  :  shiell,  Williams,  Mcl^ne,  Bowie,  Tuck,  Sprigg, 


prineipies  of  right  and  equality.  Any  other  doc- 
trine at  this  era  of  progress,  was  behind  and  un- 
worthy of  the  age.  But  is  it  in  any  manner  pro- 
bable, that  the  exercise  of  these  righto,  prohibilr 
ed  bj  this  section,  would  operate  to  the  injury 
of  the  people  and  institutions  of  this  State?    if 

28 


McCubbin,  George,  Dirickson,  McM  aster,  rooks, 
Jacobs,  Thomas,  Sbriver,  Gaither,  Biser,  Sap- 
pington,  Stephenson,  Magraw,  Nelson,  Carter, 
Stewart  of  Caroline,  Hardcastle,  Owinn,  Presst- 
man.  Fiery,  Michael  Newcomer,  Davis,  Weber, 
Hollyday,  Slicer,  Parke,  E^e  and  Cockey— 55. 
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So  the  Convention  decided  that  the  section 
should  not  be  stricken  out. 

The  question  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on 
the  adoption  of  the  said  thirty-fourth  article,  and 
harinp;  been  decided  in  the  affirmative,  the  arti- 
cle was  adopted. 

The  thirty-fifth  article  was  then  read,  and  no 
amendment  having  been  offered  thereto,  was 
adopted  as  follows: 

jirt.  35.  That  no  c^her  test  or  qualification 
ought  to  be  reouired,  or  admission  to  any  office 
of  trust  or  profit,  than  such  oath  of  support  and 
fidelity  to  this  State  and  the  United  Slates,  and 
such  oath  of  office  as  shall  be  directed  by  this 
Convention  or  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

The  thirty-sixth  article  was  read  as  follows: 

Jirt,  3G.  That  the  mannner  of  administering 
an  oath  to  afiy  person  ought  to  be  such  as  those  oi* 
the  religious  persuasion,  profession  or  denomina- 
tion of  which  such  person  is  one,  generally  es- 
teemed the  most  effectual  confirmation  by  the  at- 
testation of  tlie  Divine  Being ,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers,  and  those  called  Tunkers' 
and  those  called  Menonists,  and  all  others  con- 
scientiously scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath  on  any 
occasion,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  make  their 
solemn  affirmation  in  the  manner  that  Quakers 
have  been  heretofore  allowed  to  affirm,  and  to  be 
of  the  same  avail  as  an  oath,  in  all  such  cases  as 
the  affirmation  of  Quakers  hath  been  allowed  and 
accepted  within  this  State,  instead  of  an  oath. 
And  on  such  affirmation,  warrants  to  search  for 
stolen  goods,  or  the  apprehension  or  commitment 
of  offenders,  ought  to  be  granted,  or  security  for 
the  peace  awarded,  and  Quakers,  Tunkers,  Men- 
onists and  such  others  ought  alsu,  on  their  solemn 
affirmation  as  aforesaid,  to  be  aulmitted  as  wit- 
nesses in  all  criminal  cases. 

Mr.  Parkf.  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  word  **bcing/'  in  the  fourth  line,  to 
the  end  of  the  said  article,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following : 

"And  all  persons  who  are  conscientiously  scru- 
pulous about  taking  an  oath  on  any  occasion,  shall 
be  allowed  to  make  their  solemn  affirmation,  in 
the  manner  heretofore  practised,  which  shall  be 
in  all  cases  of  the  same  avail  as  an  oath. 

Mi.  Bowie  said  he  understood  that  the  reli- 
gious creeds  of  some  sects  interdicted  them  from 
taking  an  oath.  These  had  therefore  been  per- 
mitted to  substitute  their  solemn  affirmation. 
Formerly,  every  man  was  obliged  to  take  an 
oath.  Any  man  who  may  choose  to  say  that  he 
is  connected  with  a  certain  sect,  and  that  his 
scruples  of  conscience  forbid  him  from  taking  an 
oath,  may  now  escape.  It  was  likely,  in  his  opin- 
ion, to  open  the  door  to  great  frauds. 

Mr.  Donaldson  stated  that  on  reference  to  the 
old  Constitution,  it  would  be  found  that  all  the 
different  sects  were  enumerated.  Qua  kers,  Tunk- 
ers or  Menonists,  are  all  embraced  in  the  old  bill 
of  rights. 

Mr.  Parks  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  keep 
this  array  of  names  in  the  bill  of  rights.  He  de- 
aired  to  embrace  all  who  were  conscientiously 
aeroploas  on  the  subject  of  taking  an  oath.  Be- 
sides this,  he  saw  no  necessity  for  retaining  the 
last  part  of  the  article.    That  part  of  the  article 


seemed  to  him  to  be  entirely  unnecessary.  His 
amendment,  if  properly  understood  would  ^ 
found  to  contain  all  that  the  previous  article  had 
contained,  and  it  would  have  this  advyitage, 
that  it  greatly  simplified  the  former  proviaioo. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and,  by  ajes  fU, 
noes  32,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

'The  question  then  recurrsd  on  the  adoptaon  of 
the  said  thirty-sixth  article. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  moved  to  amend  the 
said  article  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
*'  oath,"  in  the  tenth  line,  to  the  end  thereof. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendsMOt 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Randall  moved  to  amend  the  said  article 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  following : 

"  And  that  an  oath  may  lie  legally  admillirtc^ 
ed  to  any  person  who  believes  in  a  state  of  fu- 
ture rewards  and  punishments  by  a  Sopiiiic 
Being  in  this  life  or  in  the  life  to  come.** 

The  President,  pro  fern.,  intimated  hii  opin- 
ion that  the  amendment  having  been  onee  folsd 
down,  was  not  in  order. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  the  point  of 
order,  when, 

The  President,  pro  teni.y  said  he  would  pat 
the  Question. 

After  some  further  conversation. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendmeat  of 
Mr.  Randall  was  rejected. 

And  then  the  article,  as  amended,  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  thirty -seventh  article  was  read  asfoUovs: 

Jlrt.  37.  That  the  city  of  Annapolis  ought  to 
have  all  its  rights,  privileges  and  benefits,  agieoa- 
ble  to  its  Charter  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  eoo- 
firming  and  regulating  the  same ;  subject,  never 
theless,  to  such  alterations  as  have  been  made  br 
the  Legislature  or  as  may  be  made  bj  this  Coin 
vention  or  any  future  Legislature. 

Mr.  Biser  moved  to  strike  out  the  said  arti- 
cle. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Conveotion  ad- 
journ. 

The  convention  refused  to  adjourn. 

After  some  conversation. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motioo  of  Mr. 
Riser; 

And  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  thirty-seventh  article  was  then  adopted. 

The  thirty-eighth,  thirty-ninth,  and  fortieth 
articles  of  the  report  were  then  read,  aad  wo 
amendment  having  been  offiered  thereto,  were 
adopted  as  follows: 

Art.  38.  That  the  liberty  of  the  press  oi%ht  to 
be  inviolably  preserved. 

*^Tt.  39.  That  monopolies  are  odious,  coatitij 
to  the  spirit  of  a  free  government  and  thepriso- 
pies  of  commerce,  and  ought  not  to  be  sufrared. 

^L  40.  That  no  tiUe  of  nobility  or  heieditaiy 
honors,  ought  to  be  granted  in  this  State. 

The  forty.first  article  was  read  as  follows: 

Jirt.  41.  That  this  declaration  of  rights,  or  the 
form  of  government  to  be  established  by  this  Oos- 
vention,  or  any  part  of  either  of  them,  ought  net 
to  be  altered,  changed  or  abolished,  but  in  such 
manner  as  this  Convention  shall  prescribe  and 
direct* 


Jtfr.  TBOMABCiTa  notice  that  be  should  make  bare  been  elecled  or  appointed,  and  ^hill  have 

no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  thii  article,  but  qualified  n  such;  and  all  rights,  powers  and  ob- 

thooM  vote  for  it,  with  a  view  of  enabling  him  ligations  incident  to  Howsrd  District  of  Anne 

at  IIm  fuoper  time  to  moTc  a  reconsideration  of  Arundel  county,  shall  attach  to  Howard  county. 

***U^®'  *^  Contention  thereon.  The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  PaESSTMAM  gave  notice  that  it  wa^his  m-  »*    rv                   j  .u  •  •«  u     -•-*  j      j* 

tentioo  to  iMTe  Tot^  with  a  .imilar  design,  if  the  ^'.PT"  T""^  ^t"  'i      ?""  w'  5"'  a 

Sentleman  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  had  ^."^'^ »''«  »"•"  "^  ^^^    ^'^  '"^  Wedneriay 

not  indicated  his  purpose  to  do  so.  u     o              /.     u      rv          \    i    ■.  ••>   i 

The  question  was  then  talten,  .^  *?■••  ^'^J?"?'  f"* .  ^'j-   "^"."TIk  ''  '*  ''^"'^ 

And  V  ajea43,  noes  14,  the  forty-Hrst  article  *»  ?"' I^J.^V?  T     'V                "Port.or 

wa*  adoDted  '  '  '"^         deoatel 

Mr.  D^«orered  the  followinit  amendment:  „  ^^'-  DoRstTsaid,  he  could  not  hear  the  gen. 

A*.  42.  The  legislature  shall  encouraqe  by  all  He™*"  f™"  Q""""  Anne'.,  (Mr.  Spencer.) 

soluble  means,  associations  for  the  diRUsion  of  iJ""'  S""""  repf^^  h.s  question. 

knowledge  and   rirtue.  for  the  promotion   of  M'/    0°"""  .""'t'.  '"?  '''^.!!^l.'          'T 

fiteratof^,  the  arU  and  sciences,  agriculture,  com-  "'»'=''  ^""W  «"•"»  ""."L  .?  ?Tf  ^  the  enquiry. 

meree  ai^i  manufactures  and  for  the  g;nenil  ,.^*''"-5""?"«».J"SBe?}»d  that  f  debate  was  not 

melioration  of  the  wants  and  conditions  of  the  ''"'"7  *°  ?"f : '»  wool'' b«  ^"•f.Jh't  th"  Con- 

-gg-lg  rention  should  act  upon  the  report  at  once.  Were 

TK°V*M.TM*K  moved  to  amend  the  amend-  ll>"e.  he  enquired,  any  other  gentlemen  here 

■ent.  by  striking  out  the  word  "suitable,"  and  f!™™  ^noe  Arundel,  who  could  answer  the  ques- 

ioaetting  the  word  "Constitutional."  '"?,•    „                    t-      r       .u    <■     .■ 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  Sellm*»  speaking  from  the  frontier  seaU 

Mr.  PaMTMaN  withdrew  his  amendment  T"'  understood  to  say,  that,  so  £»' •»  h» Jraowl- 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  f^K»  extended ,  the  report  met  with  the  approba- 

of  Mr  Davis  '""•  °'  *^^  people  of  Anne  Arundel  county  pro- 

Aod  pending  the  question:  P*'-    ^f  *'ad  ncyer  heard  any  objection  to  the 

The  Convention  adjourned,  until  to-morrow  P«>f«'t'on-         .                  .•     •      i  .j  •   .u 

morniDK  at  II  o'clock.  M-"  J""'"'  »«"a.  the  question  involved  in  the 

report,  was  an  important  one,  and  that  he  wished 
it  postponed  until  after  the  representation  ques- 

^ tion  should  have  been  nettled. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Dordkt;  and 

».«.,..,..»  «.  Wan   decided   in  the    affirmative—ayes    44, 

SATURDAY,  February  8th,  1851.  noes  8. 

The  PaasincNT,  pro  fern.  (Mr.  Tuck,  of  Prince  So  the  report  was  ordered   to  be   printed, 

Geonn^,)  called  the    Convention  to  order  at  *"?„           .      .            .  ,      ,       ..  ..      ^      ^ 

eleveno^clock.  ^^^b  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith.  Wednesday  next. 

Tbe  roll  was  called.  ^phe  legislative  niPARTMENT. 

The  journal  of  yesterday 'was  read  and  ap- 
proved.                                  '  Mr*  Phblp*  gave  notice  that  he  would  at  the 

Mr.  JoBif  NawcoMRR  said,  that  if  there  was  proper  time,  offer  the  following  amendment  to 
no  other  business  before    the    Convention,  he  *ho  repo'^  of  the  committee  on  the  legislative  de- 
would  more  that  the  Convention  proceed  to  the  partment  of  the  government: 
orders  of  the  day.  Strike  out  sections  second,  seventeenth  and 

eighteenth,  and  insert  the  following  sectioup,  as 

HowARB  DiiTRicT.  numbcrcd,  in  their   stead;  also,  insert  sections 

Mr.  DoESBT,  chairman  of  the  select  commit-  thirty-seventh,  thirty-eighth,   thirty-ninth,    and 

tee  mpecting  the  formation  of  New  Counties,  fortieth,  to  come  in  between  the  thirty-sixth  [and 

anboiittad  tbe  following  report:  thirty-seventh  sections  of  the  report. 

He  select  committee  appointed  to  consider  See.  2nd.  The  Senators  shall  oe  elected  by  the 

and  report  respecting  the  formation  of  new  coun-  \  qualified  voters  of  this  State,  for  the  term  or  four 


ties  in  this  State,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
rMort,  and  recommend  its  adoption  as  an  article 
ofthe  Constitution  about  to  be  formed. 

Thomas  B.  Dorsbt,  Chairman. 
Article.  That  part  of  Anne  Arumlel  county 
called  Howard  District,  is  hereby  erected  into  a 
new  county  to  be  called  Howard  county;  the  in- 


years,  and  the  delegates  in  like  manner,  for  the 
termof  two  years  from  the  day  of  the  general 
election;  and  the  regular  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  .«hall  he  biennial. 

See.  nth.  Bills  for  raising  revenue  or  levying 
taxes,  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Delegates, 
but  the  Senate  may  alter,  amend  or  reject  them 


habltanta  whereof  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy  all  j  as  other  bills.     All  other  bills  may  originate  in 
such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  held  and  en-  '  either  House,  and  be  amended,  altered  or  reject- 

■  J      1-  at-  •         t_         L  "a  AJ*Aa  Ai_  •  ■  «■  .>■  *t_  1_A  I^*l1t_ll1-  ■ 


joyed  by  the  inhabi^nts  of  the  other  counties  in 
Uiu  State;  and  lis  civil  and  municipal  officers  at 
tbe  time  of  tbe  ratification  of  this  Constitution 
•hall  continue  in  office  until  their  successors  shall 


ed  by  the  other,  but  no  bill  shall  become  a  law 
without  being  read  upon  three  several  days  in 
each  HoiiMe,  only  in  cases  of  great  urgency,  two- ' 
thirds  of  the  House  in  which  the  bill  shall  be 


r'ndinit,  ma;  dispense  with  the  m1e  heriin  pro- 
videJ  fur  tbe  reading  of  the  bill  upon  three  uTer- 

Sir.  im.  «o  bill  shall  become  a  law  unlaas  ii 
reeetve  ibs  concurrent  vote  of  a  majoritir  of  the 
membera  prefvnt  in  both  Hoiiiea. 

8tc.  31th.  Anj  citizen  of  Uii!>  Su(«whoihall 
after  the  adopiion  of  thiiCon'titmion  light*  duel 
with  deadlj  weapon,  or  lend.  or  acceplachil- 
lenge  lo  Sfht  a  duel  with  deadly  weapoiu,  eith^.T 
in  or  out  of  the  Stale,  or  who  shall  act  ai  ml- 
ond,  or  hnowinel;  aid  nr  anTst  id  anj  nianni!]r 
IboH  thui  oSendinic.  ihall  be  deprived  of  holding 
an^  office  ofiruit  or  profit  under  thit  Btate. 

Stt.  3Slk.  No  new  lottery  gnnt  ahsll  be  an 
thoriied  by  the  l.e|:iilaliire  of  thin  Stale. 

Stc.  3Slk.  Ilahallbe  the  duty  of  the  legisla- 
ture la  pass  luch  laws  as  may  M  necessary  anil 
pn^r  lo  decidediOeience)  br  erbitiation  when 
the  partiea  mar  elect  thai  nielliod  of  trial. 

Bn.  iOlh.  All  properly  both  realand  personal. 
of  the  wife  owned  or  clsimed  by  herbefote  mar- 
riage, and  (hit  acquired  by  gift,  derise  or  de- 
scent, shall  l>e  her  uparale  property,  and  Ian.'' 
shall  Im  paMed  by  the  legialalure,  more  clearli 
defininK  the  rights  of  the  wtl'e  in  lelatioa  to  htr 
separate  property. 


Which  w 

Mr.  P.  Mid  he  gxrt  this  notice  now,  in  order 
that  the  Conrention  might  have  en  opportuniiy 
to  examine  the  amendment. 


Mr.  BucniHiH  enquired  of  the  chair,  whether 
there  was  any  buaines*  before  the  Coniantioo  > 
The  PsisiDiHT,    pro  lem,   Answered  in    the 

Mr.  BocniNiHsaid,  he  had  ntceired  a  petition 
from  a  very  respectable  citiien  of  the  city  or 
Baltimore.  He,  (Mr.  II.,)  declared  that  he  di,| 
notknow  exactly  what  to  do  with  it.  Jt  seemed 
lo  him  that  the  petition  was  respectful.  The 
petition  was  entitled  to  be  heard,  and  he,  (Mi. 
B.,)  could  tee  no  reason  why  he  should  aol  be 
heard.  He  did  notknow  prcciselylo  what  com-  j 
mittee  il  ihoald  be  referred.  [Mr.  B.  explaineil 
Ihn  petition.  Il  came  from  James  P.  Kennedy,  I 
and  related  to  the  building  of  churches  and  lu  I 
ehuroh  goremmeni]  ! 

Mr.  B.  mored  its  reference  to  committee  No.  | 
14 — (not  knowing,  he  taid,  any  other  committee  , 
to  which  it  more  appropriately  belonged.)  | 

Mr.  Mitchell  called  for  the  reading  of  th«  , 
petlUon.  I 

The   petition  was    read   and    created    mucb. 


The  propriety  of  the  reference  of  the  paper, 

Sre  rite  lo  some  desultory  discussion,  in  which 
mrs.  JwiriK,  Bdchihih,  Tuomii  and  Sol- 
Ltai  leok  part,  when 

Mr.  JiHirca  mored  that  the  petition  be  laid  on 
the  Ubie. 

'The  question  was  taken,  and,  by  ayes  33,  noes 

S5.  the  Convention  determined  that  the  patitiou  I 

should  not  be  laid  on  the  table.  I 

And  then  the  petition  was  referred  lo  com-  ! 

uiltee  No.  U.  { 


Mr-  DoRSKT  rose  and  saidr 
It  is  with  extrcEie  reluctance  that,  in  ceoM- 
quence  of  the  remarks  made  by  tbe  pBthMaa 
from  Baltimore,  in  which  1  am  held  up  belim 
Ibi*  body,  and  intended  M)  lo  be  held  op,  I  fit- 
sume.  before  Uie  public,  as  guilty  of  the  gnmtt 
dereliction  of  official  duty  as  one  of  the  Judgt*  rf 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  1  rise  to  commmieeta  i 
few  facts  within  my  own  knowledge;  but  wUtk 
are  unknown,  for  the  most  pari  to  lite  meirten 
of  this  Convention,  1  should,  in  immediate  !•• 
sponse  to  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  have  ri^ 
I  en  the  explsnalion  1  now  ofler,  but  [  did  hope  Sri 
he  would  have  mode  such  inquirica  abor*  Main, 
I  (where  the  means  of  infurniDliODwereabuiMbl^) 
as  would  have  enabled  him  to  ascertain  the  ce^ 
<  rectnesaof  tbainrormftioR  received  bj  Iilnflm 
I  his  informant;  and  in  that  ereiit,  I  expected  tbM 
I  him  such  eiptanatotr  slatcmcDts  as  would  tan 
I  rendered  any  remarks  from  me  on  thii  aabfiel, 
I  wholly  unnecessary.  But  in  this  espeotKtfial 
have  t>een,  to  my  regret,  disappointed. 

Tlie  impress  ions  made  upon  this  bod*  b;  lbs 
ttalemenls  of  the  gentleman,  were.  1  have  w 
doubt,  not  only  that  the  Court  of  App««k  bd 
been  )idjnumin;  day  after  day  from  the  wantcfl 
eoniliiutioaal  quorum  for  the  transaotion  •(  Hi 
business.to  the  great  hindrance  and  deltj  oftbe  l^ 
ministration of~juBtice;andthatI  had  grMtlye^ 
trihuted  to  produce  this  inconvenience  by  wBallj 
alisenting  myself  from  the  Court  and  haTiog  ■• 
participation  in  its  labors;  or  pacing  anj  attat- 
'  tioa  lo  its  progress  with  the  busineee  beliwail. 
Sir,  this  could  not  have  been  tbe  ineeniD(  of  tki 
I  gentleman,  for  he  well  knows  that  aiiiea  tki* 
Convention  has  been  assenibled,  be  irgued  bebn 
me,  aa  one  of  tbe  Court,  with  two  other  ooOBsal, 
a  case  of  no  Inconsiderable  length,  difficiJ^  sad 
imporlance;  that  1  participated  in  iti  dcuioo, 
and  drew  the  opinion  of  the  Court  in  tbe  om 
which  has  been  for  sometime  filed.  And  tbe  ta- 
formsntoftbe  gentleman  on  nhoee  statetnent  kia 
remark!  were  predicated,  sinoe  the  CttriNmM 
recesa,  argued  also  a  esse  before  ue,  in  whicb  I 
believe  his  speech  consumed  an  entire  dajr. 

I  understood  the  genlleman  to  aay.  that  I  MM 
not  here  as  a  representative  of  ihe  sovereign  pan- 
'  pleof  the  State;  butwas  only  selected  bj  a  portian 
I  of  tbe  people  of  Anne  Arundel  county.  TUs 
I  assertiou  proves  rather  loo  much.  If  tma^  it 
i  shows  that  the  people  of  the  State  have  nor^r^ 
I  sentatives  in  lliii  body;  although  we  ate  aittiflg 
I  liBie  preparing  a  Constiiutian  fbr  their  adgptiia 
and  government.  It  proves  that  our  RevolnliM- 
I  nry  aoceston  in  1776,  who  framed  our  Coaatittt- 
'  lion  atlhat  period,  were  not  Ibedelegatoa  of  the  | 
propleof  the  Stale;  that  no  Constitution  perh^i 
I  cif  any  State  in  the  Union  was  framed  by  tbe  l^ 
preHatatives  of  the  tovereign  people.  Siicfc  • 
doctrine  has  nothing  to  sustain  it.  Each  and  all 
ufusin  this  body  are  as  much  the  repreaenlalitM 
of  the  people  ofthe  Slste  as  if  elected  by  a  fen- 
oral  ticket  or  ponutar  vote  of  the  whole  peofl* 
<•[  Maryland,  oly  authority  lo  wiUidraw  tnm 
the  Bench  of  the  (Jourt  of  Appeals  to  serve  a*  a 
member  of  lliii  body,  I  believe  lo  be  at  fully  e» 


iby  ibt  puupofibe  Actaf  AiMoibl;. 
B  by  ths  people,  their  lubwqiient  elets 
nrf  our  Canrention  thereunder,  u  If  thb 
tion  htd  been  anembled  ader  the  mMt 
ful,  forcible,  and  retolutioner;  ilrunle, 
rhoD  I  ceme  here  1  made  up  aj  niad  that 
■dance  on  the  ConTenlkm  should  not  pre- 
Ira  being  a  ccDililational  qnurum  for  the 

■  of  buiinees  in  theCourlof  Appuh.  Of 
taraiaaiion  I  notifled  the  Court,  and  r*- 

tlut  I  might  be  sent  for  when  an  emer- 
eqnirad  it.  AnddaynRerdaj,  and  longer  I 
•n  wu  enj  occasion  for  it,  1  visited  tbe  : 
ind  from  Lime  to  lime  sat  therein  when  It 
ceaarj  for  me  to  do  so.  I  haTC  no 
Ige  of  the  Court  being  adjoumnd  for  want 
Mlitutional  quorum;  nor  ilo  1  belieie  that  ' 
b  adjoutrinient  cTcr  look  place.  Of  mj  I 
nalkin  in  relation  to  the  Court  of  Appeali  I 

Kl  communication  to  mj  friend  from 
Vnof  appretienuTe  if  I  did  so,  that  he  I 
an  oflered  to  alternate  with  me.  I  wu 
Ig  that  he  should  haie  done  >o;  being  of 

that  his  wnices  here  were  mora  valu-  I 
1  Important  to  the  businesi  of  this  Con-  I 
than  mine  wen.  On  one  occasion,  and 
I,  when  1  Tisited  (he  Court  of  Appeali  at 
i  hour  of  meeting,  1  found  that  it  had  ad- 

■  few  minutes  before;  and  fearing,  that 
■M  had  caused  iti  adjoarnroent,  I  es- 
av  rictet  and  asked  why  1  had  net  been 
aeeordine  to  m;  request;  when  1  was  in- 
that  the  court  had  adjourned,  not  becausa 
Mia  a  condition  to  proceed  with  its  buii- 
t  because  counsel  had  asked  the  iadul- 
Mit  being  prepared  lo  argue  the  ease 
■d  been  called  itp  for  argument. 
Ibcwt,  of  Baitimore  city,  said  that  he 
1  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
rnndal  County  as  calculated  to  impeach 
HWDt  made  by  him  the  other  day. 
>«UKT  Eiplained  that  nothing  waa  fur- 
M  hit  intention,  as  he  wsa  sura  the  gen- 
b«m  Ballimore  fully  helisTed  his  state- 


1,  that  h 


I  geDtleman  meant  to  charge  him,  with 
lu  mittalenient.  But  until  he  was  lat- 
amt  believe  and  rasllirm  that  the  busi- 
tho  Court  of  Appeals  had  been  delayed 
t  ctf  a  (]uDnim.  He  doubted  whether 
«KT'a  explanation  would  bear  inTeatiga- 
ha  aolution  of  the  matter  (  suppose  lo 
tbat  as  the  caseg  were  reached  in  tiuir 
are  was  no  quorum,  because  one  of  the 
dp*  in  attendance,  wss  disabled  from 
iwing  to  bis  bafing  decided  the  caae  be- 
I  that  condition  at  things  then  was  no 
t  try  the  coses  ss  the  counsel  came  to 
wn  umler  the  rules  of  Court,  but  the 
lokiag  ahead  on  the  docket  and  teeing  a 
aae  in  which  the  ibreo  judges  could  ait, 
;rM  to  take  up  that  case  out  of  its  order, 
eounael  being  of  course  unprepared  lo 
It  case,  tlie  Court  wu  compielled  U>  ad- 
ir  without  any  faalt  of  counsel  "  '" 

I.  ngardedfaia 


I  statement  as  correct,  and  thai  no  such  adjourn* 
I  meat  would  haio  taken  place  but  for  the  ptea- 
I  ence  of  two  of  the  Judg^i  in  this  ConTcnlion. 

In  making  iheie  remarks  previously,  he  wish- 
ed ever;  one  lo  observe  thai  he  had  only  done  so 
in  eMucr  to  Mr.  CuaHiaa*'  asseitioo  that  there 
I  had  been  no  delay,  and  he  Mr.  B.  wished  it  to 
,  be  nndeialood  that  there  was  no  blame  on  the 
ijudgea  who  were  outof  theConrention.  He  had 
I  written  to  his  informant,  and  if  he  had  done 
bijustice  he  would  publicly  acknowledge  it. 
I  The  FnctiDtNT,  pro  (em.,  aoiKninced  the  orders 
of  tbe  day. 

The  ConTention  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Declara- 
tion of  Riglitt. 

The  pending  question  wu  on  the  amendment 
offered  yeaterday  by  Mr.  Oavii. 

Mr.  DaTii  wu  enUUed  lo  Ihe  Boor. 

Mr.  Caisriiu)  suggested  that,  as  tbe  guille- 
man  from  Montgomery  (Mr.  Davis)  was  indispo- 
sed^«nd  could  not,  therefore,  proceed  with  his 
remark!  to-day,  the  Convention  should  take  up 
soma  other  husines. 

Mr.  SoLLsas  aljuded  to  the  (hot  that  a  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  lo  arrange  the  seata 
in  a  certain  quarter  of  the  hall,  and  said,  that  aa 
time  would  be  required  for  the  purpoia,  he  wouM 
move  that  the  Convention  adjourn  until  twelve 
o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

But  Mr.  8.  waived  the  motion  to  enable 

Mr.  Osoaoc  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  lo 
offef  the  following  articles  as  amendncots  to  the 
Billof  R^la: 

Jht.  43.  The  amount  of  dehli  hereafter  con- 
tracted by  Ibe  Legislature,  shall  never  exceed 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  except  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Staler  unless  such  debt  shall  be  au- 
thoriud  by  a  law  for  the  collection  of  an  annual 
las  or  taxes,  sufficient  lo  pay  the  interest  on  euch 
debl  u  fall*  due,  and  also  to  dischaise  the  prin- 
cipal of  such  debt,  within  fifteen  yean  from  the 
line  of  contracting  the  eame,  and  the  laxea  laid 
for  the  purpose  shall  never  be  repealed  or  anplied 
to  any  other  object,  till  the  said  debt  and  Ine  in- 
terest thetean  sliall  be  fully  discharged. 

^t.  H.  The  asteat  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  each  biancb  of  the  LegislBlure, 
ihall  he  requisite  to  every  hill  appropriating  Ihe 
public  money,  or  pledging  the  public  faith,  for 
local  or  private  purposes;  and  the  Licgislaiure 
ihall  not  nave  the  power  to  make  a[)propriatior.s, 
loans  or  subacription*  to  any  work  of  internal 
[iDprovemenl. 

i'he  qaeatlon  then  recurred  and  was  taken  on 
Ihe  motion  of  Mr.  SoLi.aas,and,  having  bean 
decided  in  the  affirmative, 

The  CoDveadon  adjourned  until  Monday  morn- 
ing at  tweire  o'eloct 


MONDAY,  February  lOth,  1851. 
The  Convention  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  in  pur 
uance  of  the  order  of  Salnrday  last. 
Pnjer  wu  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  GaAurF. 
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The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

MR.  CHANDLER,  OF   BALTIMORE  COVKTY. 

On  rootion  of  Mr.  Bhchanan,  it  was  ordered 
that  it  be  entered  on  the  Journal,  that  H.  J. 
Chandierf  Esq.,  is  detained  from  his  seat  in  the 
Convention,  because  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

The  President,  pro  <£m.,  [Mr.TucK,  of  Prince 
George's,]  called  for  reports  from  committees. 
^   No  reports  were  made. 

Motions,  resolutions,  and  notices  were  also  cal- 
led for. 

There  being  no  other  business  before  the  Con- 
vention, 

The  Presidevt,  pro  torn.,  announced  the  un- 
finished business  of  Saturday,  bein^ 

THE  BILL  OP  RIGHTS. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  order  of  the  day,  being  the  report  submitted 
by  Mr.  Dorscy,  on  the  11th  ult.,  as  chairman  of 
tlie  committee  on  the  declaration  of  rights.  ^ 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  following 
amendment  of  Mr.  Davis: 

Insert  as  an  additional  article  the  following: 

**The  Legislature  shall  encourage  by  ail  suita- 
ble means,  associations  for  the  difl'usion  of  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  for  the  promotion  of  literature, 
the  arts  and  sciences,  agriculture,  commerce 
and  manufactures,  and  for  the  general  meliora- 
tion of  the  wants  and  conditions  of  the  people." 

Mr.  Davis  was  entitled  to  the  floor.     He  said: 

Mr.  President:  I  beg  leave  to  return  my  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  Convention,  for  thoir  kind 
consideration  in  not  forcing  me  into  this  debate 
on  Saturday,  when  1  was  physically  unequal  to 
tlie  task.  Although  still  unwell,  1  cannot  pre- 
sume longer  on  the  indulgence  of  this  body — but 
will  endp^ivor  to  requite  its  kindness  by  being  as 
brief  as  possible. 

Never,  Mr.  President,  have  I  risen  undermore 
embarrassment,  than  on  the  present  occasion. 
An  embarrassment  produced,  first  by  the  variety 
and  importance  of  the  questions  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  present — and  secondly  by  my  utter 
inability  to  do  any  thing  like  justice  to  them.  1 
must  then  claim  the  patient  indulgence  of  this 
body,  while  1  present  a  few  facts  and  considera- 
tions in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  tlie  article  1  have 
ofiered. 

Wo  are  assembled  here,  Mr.  President,  to 
form  a  new  Constitution — tlie  foundation  of  a 
Government.  What  is  a  Government?  It  is  the 
head — the  common  protector  and  defender  of  the 
State.  For  its  support,  we  surrender  a  portion 
of  our  personal  interest,  and  of  our  individual 
righls. 

If  1  am  correct,  in  thus  briefly  defining  tlie  true 
meanmg  of  Government,  that  it  is  the  common 
head  and  protector  of  all  classes  and  all  interests 
in  the  State — and  that  it  is  supported  by  all  clas- 
ses and  ail  interests,  1  cannot  be  wrong  in  claim- 
ing, that  it  shall  be  impartially  administered,  as 
far  a^  possible,  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  and 
all  interests. 

Well,  sir,  what  do  we  find  by  looking  into  the 


past  history  of  the  Stete?    Why  nothing  bat 

fiartial  legislation— profuse,  wasteful.^rodlgil, 
egislation,  for  some  interests,  while  othen  ire 
almost,  if  not  totally  neglected— and  in  some  in- 
stances an  indisposition  even  to  recognize  that 
there  is  such  an  interest  in  the  commonwealth. 
To  prove  that  I  am  correct,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
refer  to  past  legislation,  and  this  will  bring  me 
in  contact  with  the  representative  from  the  eltr 
of  Baltimore,  whose  opposition  I  regret  to  find  I 
have  already  encountered. 

In  referring  to  the  past  legislation  of  the  State, 
and  tracing,  as  the  history  of  the  times*  leads  mi 
at  almost  every  turn  to  the  citj  of  Baltimore,  I 
beg  distinctly  to  disclaim  any  feeling  of  hostifi^ 
to  that  city.    My  as^iations  and  mf  cooaee- 
tions  are  there— and  what  little  of  this  worid^ 
goods  I  possess,  is  mainly  dependent  for  its  Talm 
upon  her  prosperitv.    And,  sir,  as  a  MoDtgootfr- 
ian,  I  claim  that  llaltimore  is  largely  indeoCedto 
her  for  her  present  rapidly  growing  prosperl^. 
Proud  as  she  is,  and  ought  to  be,  of  her  mow 
ments,  whenever  future  generations  shall  dedie 
upon  her  greatest  and  noblest  monumcntt  bv 
rail  road,  its  founder  and  projector  will  be  foaed 
to  be  a  Monigomerian,  and  posterity  will  ackovl- 
edge  him  to  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  bsM- 
factors  of  your  city.    If  I  go  into  some  of  hsr 
churches,  adorned  with  bkilT  and  omament  sad 
convenience,  and  enquire  into  its  histocy,  I  am 
told,  this  is  the  munificence  of  a  MnUgtmuimL 
If  I  inspect  some  of  your  npblest  wareMHises*  ia 
Market,  in  Hanover  and  in  German  streetSi  I  sia 
told,  they  are  the  property  of  a  Montgotnerimu  If 
I  stroll  to  the  Park,  there  to  admire  her  stately 
mansions,  I  am  told,  these,  that  and  yonder,  aie 
all  owned  and  built  by  a  jiiontgomerian.     If  I  go 
further  west,  and  stop  to  look  at  a  large  excava- 
tion— with  foundation  walls  thick  and  neaTj,  and 
with  strength  suflicient  for  a  massive  superstme- 
ture,  1  am  told,  here  too,  the  munificence  of  a 
MoiU^omerian  is  conspicuous — and  if  I  retom  to 
the  city,  and  begin  to  count  your  houees-^Co  in- 
spect the  solid  material  from  which   they  are 
constructed,  1  am  told  this  too  gives  evidenee  of 
the  skill,  tlic  industry  and  fidelity  of  a  JIbmlgwm 
erian.    It  is  impossible  then,  with  recoUeelioos 
like  the»e — with  associations  and  ties  of  intsiest 
— for  me  to  entertain  any  other  feeling*  than  that 
of  respect,  for  her  people,  and  admiration  at  her 
growtn,  iicr  enterprise  and  her  inte]li|^enoe. 

But  while  I  cheerfully  accord  all  this  to  Balti- 
more, she  has  a  quality  which  I  feel  bound  to  say 
I  cannot  admire.  I  mean  her  commercial  solfii^ 
ness — nay,  sir,  I  may  add,  her  political  selfishne» 
When  1  boc  her  representatives  here,  seekipg  Ibr 
Baltimore,  political,  as  well  as  commercial  a^  m 
grandizcment,  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  tfct  ▼ 
State,  I  should  be  false  to  my  duty,  as  an  humUs 
representative  from  one  of  the  counties,  if  I  dii 
not  enter  against  it  my  deliberate  protest. 

Well,  Mr.  President,  what  do  we  find.  I  hsfs 
pro()oscd  that  we  siiall  insert  an  article  in  tks 
bUl  ofrigkist  to  encourage  associations,  wbosee^ 
Jcct  is  to  advance  and  proniute  the  various  inter- 
esLs  in  all  classes,  and  of  all  parts  of  the  Stats. 
1  do  not  propose  even  to  exclude  aciociatioas 
which  heretofore  have  been  so  liberally  patron- 
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ized.     I  do  not  wish,  however,  to  be  understooil ! 
a»  &dvoG|^mg  a   profuse  expend  it  un*  of  piiMir. 
money  for  any  of  those  object* — far  from  il.    At 
2,  pit^r  time  I  shall  Tote  for  a  limit  upon  the  i 
powers  of  the  Legislature  over  State  credit.  Hut 
1  do  adyocate  by  the  legislature  a  rcrop^nition  of 
any  and  erery  interest  wnich  contributes  tn  make  ' 
up  the  whole  body  politic,  and  tosuHtaiii  and  sufH  I 
porttheGoYemment.  Nay,fartlier;l  advocate  such  . 
an  employnent  of  the  means  of  the  State,as  in  ttic  { 
jodgment  (^  the  Legislature  mav  be  ncccsrary  to 
aid  uteful  aasociations,whose  object  and  tiMidcnry  [ 
h  to  make  iM  more  intclligent,more  virtn(»us,mote  \ 
loefiil  and  hajppier,  and  better  citizens.    That  ■ 
some  of  the  objects  enumerated   in  the  article 
proposod  haTe  been  well  patronized  by  the  State, 
n  abundantly  proved  by  an  examination  of  the 
past  acts  of  Assembly.    Literature^  for  example,  ' 
Bclnding  law  and  medicine,  has  received  a  very  ; 
buna  diare  of  patronage  from  the  State,  while  i 
aaoeiations  for  tlie  general  diffusion  of  know- 
Mm  and  rirtue  among  the  ]K3ople  have  been 
naslected.    It  may  perhaps  be  new  to  some  to 
learn,  that  the  State  has  endowed  a  professofbhip 
of  Imw  to  the  tnne  of  ^14,200. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  rc- 
naik,  that  if  I  cuuld  believe,  that  human  nature 
ware  aa  weakss  has  been  argued  upon  this  floor, 
I  possibly  might  be  induced  to  vote  to  exclude  a 
moeh  larger  class,  from  all  future  Conventions, 
Ifaan  has  been  proposed.    But  I  believe  no  such  \ 
thiif .     And  while  I   admit  the  weakness  and  i 
frailty  of  human  nature,  unaided  by  reanon,  by  I 
judgment,  and  by  conscience.    I  must  know  that ! 
then  faculties  are  given  to  us  to  check  and  con-  ■ 
trolthe  waywardness  of  our  nature.     I  can  then  ' 
well  understand,  where  reason  and  judgment  are 
directed  by  sound  principles,  how  man  can  act 
superior  to  his  nature;  and  from  a  sense  of  jus- 
tieOp  and  lofty  motives  of  patriotism,  rise  supe- 
rior even  to  his  own  personal  interest  or  partizan 
fMinf. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression. 
For  a  pn^bssorship  of  law,     -  $14,200 

Of  medicine,  for  chemical  apparatus  -       G.oOO 
For  arts  and  sciences,  -       -         2,000 

For  infirmary, 3,800 

Paaidei  this  the  State  has  granted  to  the  same 
UnivenifcT*  located  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  a 

lottMyfor $100,000 

And  a  loaji  of  State  bonds  to  the  amount 

of 30,000 

And  at  a  period  of  her  heaviest  financial  dc- 
pfUHMn,  relinquished  an  annual  interest  of  about 
|1500  upon  this  loan;  which  is  [equivalent  to  an 
siteal  donation  of  that  amount. 

Why  ibe  law  school  has  never  gone  into  ope- 
}  ration,  1  leare  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  from  the 
eitj  toaniwer— it  is  certainly  no  fault  ((fthe  leg- 
iilature.  / 

BasldeB  this.  State  bonds  to  the  amount  of  ^7,- 
947  30,  hare  been  issued  for  the  Penitentiary, 
abo  located  in  Baltimore,  and  I  apprehend  chief- 
ly for  the  accommodation  of  her  citizens.  Id  ad- 
ditioD  to  this,  |3,000  have  been  appropriated  by 
the  State  to  build  the  greatest  ornament  to  your 
city— the  lofty  column  raised  to  perpetuate  the 
nemoiy  of  the  lather  of  his  country. 


Againf^tall  thi<»,  .1  uUer  not  one  word  of  com- 
plaint. 

Again,  *ir;  the  inspection  laws.  For  whode  ben- 
efit aw*  theyr  For  the  farmers  or  for  ihe  mer- 
chant; and  who  pnvs  tlie  cost.'  If  I  buy  and  sell 
in  thn  country,  us  farmers  and  millo^^t  sometimi's 
do,  I  hare  to  depend  upon  my  own  judtrmeiit; 
but  if  I  take  a  load  of  flour  to  Ballimore  before  i 
can  sell  it,  I  must  pay  for  its  inspection;  and  when 
I  buy  plaster  or  guano  in  return  1  find  inspection 
chargfHl  upon  m^-  bill.  So  all  this  handsome  rev 
enuc  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  which  entitles 
her  to  so  miicli  credit  for  patriotism  and  dislinr- 
tion  upon  !h«  books  of  tiic  Treasury,  asha<l  \\evn 
claimed,  will  he  found  to  have  been  wnmg  from 
the  hard  (.'ti(iii:::;s  of  the  farmer,  to  save  your  cit- 
izens the  trouble  of  exercising  u  little  judg- 
ment fur  themselves. 

From  an  examination  of*  the  Trea su re r\i  re- 
port, it  appcani  that  the  State  received — 

For  wood  liuck&ters,  paid  by  the  sel- 
ler,           ....  H73  0(» 
Hay  scales,  paid  by  the  seller,        .  8M  [Kt 
Livestock  scales,  paid  by  the  seller,  15,018  iis 
And  from    the   tobacco   inspection, 
clear  nett  revenue,            .            .  30,217  UO 

This  latter  fund  is  exclusively  devoted  to 
buildini;  up  large  warehouses  to  adorn  and  add 
to  the  wealth  of  your  city.  The  inspection  ot 
one  dollar  per  hogshead  has  been  removed  to 
gull  the  planters,  but  the  outt^e  of  $1.25  from 
which  this  fund  U  derived,  is  retained  and  con- 
stitutes a  charge  against  the  price  of  the  article, 
when  the  planter  goes  tu  sell. 

Against  the  injustice  and  practical  workini;  of 
these  inspection  laws  I  do  object.  Again,  sir. 
We  come  to  commerce:  Commerce ^'n  defined  by 
lexicographers,  to  be  the  exchange  of  commodi- 
ties or  the  connection  of  one  section  of  country 
with  another.  And  how  shall  1  begin  to  count  the 
Slate's  patronage  and  encouragement  to  this 
branch  of  my  article?  Neither  by  hundreds  or  by 
thousands,  or  by  tens  of  thousands  or  hundreds 
of  thousands — but  by  millions. 

For  the  encouragement  of  commerce  the  little 
State  of  Maryland  has  gone  in  debt  Al 5.424  - 
381  46  »    •      ' 

For  the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  *!,- 
000,000.  ^ 

Except  an  appropriation  of  $500,  ($6,000  00 
less  tiian  was  given  to  the  Medical  University  as 
has  been  shown,)  to  purchase  an  apparatus  for 
the  State  Chemist,  and  his  salary  sinco  his  ap- 

C ointment,  only  three  years  ago  up  to  last  year,  of 
ut  $1,500. 

\\  hat  a  miserable,  pitiful,  niggardly  exhibit  is 
here  presented  ufraiiiiHl agricnllure — thegreatlead- 
in^  interest  of  the  State — the  interest  which  has 
built  up  your  city,  freighted  your  aliips,  and  sus- 
tains ^our  lines  uf  internal  commerce.  And  how 
soon  IS  this  pitiful  encouragement  to  agriculture 
swallowed  up  for  the  benefit  of  commerce?  Let 
the  tax  bills  from  Worcester  to  Allegany  answer. 
They  furnish  an  array  of  living  witnesses,  a 
mountain  of  certificates,  which  all  the  cloqucnco 
and  ingenuity  of  her  bar,  distinguished  as  it  is, 
cannot  weaken  or  obliterate. 


Again,  JVonu/oduru,  I  alio  include  in  mr  ob- 
JeeU  of  Encouragement — not  becauw  it  hai  been 
nugtected,  but  became  inrraminga  newgOTern- 
ment  for  the  Slate,  Idowiih  to  preterre  equti 
and  impartial  justice  to  each  and  ererj  inlemt. 
The  Jiberal  charlen.  and  in  some  iBitaacei  direct 
lubicriptiona  to  stock,  ()10,000  to  the  Union 
Manufactory  Companj,)  will  ihow  the  paternal 
regard,  the  Stale  hu  had  for  thii  important 
branch  of  iniluBtry.  Michanici  a  so  inlimatelj 
connected  with  macufacturei  that  it  ia  impoBiible 
to  leparate  them.  To  this  branch  alio,  or  rather 
to  the  mechanics  of  Baltimore,  a  geoerous  and 
'  pateraal  care  has  been  shonn  by  an  annual  do- 
nation to  the  Mechunics'  loatitution  of  Baltimore 

ofisoo. 

A  similar  donation  was  applied  Tor  at  tlie  lame 
aesiLon  of  llie  Leglilature  for  tho  great  State 
Agp-icultural  Society,  and  was  refused. 

it  now  remaing  Tor  me  to  show  authority,  or 
precedent  for  the  propoaition  I  haie  had  the  hon- 
or to  aubmit.  And  the  firat,  because  the  moat  re- 
cent, to  which  1  will  call  attention,  is  found  in 
the  California  Conatitution.  The  glittering  gold 
of  her  hilla  and  valleys  has  not  even  dazziod  the 
ejea  of  her  law  makers  to  what  is  just  and  right 
and  proper  to  the  varied  interests  which  may 
spring  up  in  this  land  of  promise.  She  hia  pro- 
vuteain  ber  fundamental  law  that  "  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  encourage,  by  all  auitabls  means,  the 
promoltan  of  intellectual,  scientific,  moral  and 
agricultural  improTement." 

Almost  identically  Ihe  language,  though  I  waa 
not  aware  of  it  when  I  drew  my  article,  which  1 
have  egiployed — and  thia  language  appears  to 
have  been  copied  vitbatim  fiom  the  Michigan 
Constitution— which  1  have  reason  to  believe  was 
drawnby  that  eminent  (talesman,  Gen.  Cass,  now 
■0  conspicuously  before  the  country— f«r  within  a 
few  daya  pait,  I  nave  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
him  an  able  and  eloqueot  address  delivered  by 
him  in  October  last,  belore  the  Agricultural  So- 
ciety of  CatamatoQ  county,  Michigan,  in  which  I 
find  the  following  cutting  and  well  merited  re- 
buke to  the  memben  of  the  National  Legislature, 
He  lava  in  hia  concluaion :  "  My  fellow  citi- 
zens, i  come  to  you  from  a  far  dtSerent  scene 
Irom  this  ;  from  a  scene  where  there  waa  neither 
eye  nor  Atari  for  tlie  peaceful  and  prosperous  ta- 
bors of  agriculture." 

Neither  an  eye  nor  heart  for  the  peaceful  pui^ 
Bulla  of  agriculture  '.  What  a  censure  upcm  a 
Legislature,  thie^-fourths  of  which  wera  com- 
poMd  of  the  immediate  reprenotatives  of  the 
africultural  interest-  1  trust,  Mr.  President, 
that  this  Convention  will  merit  no  auch  rebuke, 
but  that  we  will  show,  bv  our  action,  that  we 
have  both  an  eye  and  a  heart  for  the  peaceful 
punuiis  of  agricultuic,  as  well  aa  all  other  inter- 
esU  in  Ihe  Slate. 

Mr,  President,  I  could  multiply  authority.  1 
Muld  read  from  the  Conatitution  of  the  granite 
State  of  New  Hampshire— fro n  Old  Massacho- 
netta— from  Maine — from  indiana— I  could  give 
tbe^example  of  New  York  and  New  Jeriay— I 
could  weary  this  body  and  exhaust  myself  with 
Die  reading  of  them,  were  it  necesaarj.  But  1 1 
forbear— I  am  aure  more  cannot  be  necessary,     ' 


I  have  Ihni,  Mr.  President,  as  brieilf  aa  1  coaM. 
in  my  plam  way,  ahowD  what  intereall  have  kne 
fostered  and  encouraged  by  the  Lcgialatuie  and 
what  neglecled,  and  aulborities  for  pit  pn|>>- 
sltion,  from  the  constitutions  of  inanT<u  autw- 
ter  States.  I  have  shown,  I  hope,  eoocluiinlf 
so,  that  while  literature,  including  law  tndnadi- 
cine,  have  been  patronized  and  encoarafad,  and 
commerce  Uviihly  so,  agriculture  and  asMxia- 
liona  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledg*  and  viitiie, 
have  been  neglected.  Shakapeare  says,  "  1(M- 
rance  is  the  curae  ot  God,  Knawlt^i  Iha  wilt 
wherewith  we  By  to  Heaveo." 

And  its  kindred  i<irtiu,  as  compared  with  celi- 
eioa,  is  beautifully  put  by  Dr.  Watla,  who  Hfi : 
Tirtw  teaches  us  our  duty  towards  man — Bali- 
gion  our  duty  towards  God." 

Shall  these  innocent  and  useful  asioeiatiaM 
continue  longer  to  benegtecled.  Will  Mujln' 
suffer  the  reproach  of  continuing  to  bebahiadUN 
times, inmoral  and  social  culture?  WinOaio 
this  enlightened  ago,  at  this  period  of  PMcaL  ia- 
tellectual  and  physicial  improvement,  fabM  is 
her  duty?  For  one,  I  trust  not — I  hope  doL  Let 
us  for  a  moment  forget  parly  strife— politlul 
aggrandiEcmcnt- and  apply  ourselrea  la  Ik 
peacefulpursuila  oflife.  1^1  Uie  people  of  all 
claiHW.  and  all  interests,  throughout  tttt  hagib 
and  breadth  of  Maryland,  see  that  their  weak 
their  wishes,  and  their  inleretts,  are  tboi^of; 
are  cared  for — are  provided  for- 

We  then  shall  have  proved  ouraatTca,  In  ba  ia 
fact,  as  well  asprofesaion,  their  trae  reprwaali- 
tives.  We  then  shall  entitle  ouraelvea  to  Ibc 
commendation  of  "well  done  good  uti  bitbril 
aervanta."  Mr.  Piesident,  my  task  is  dona  a^ 
duly  performed — and  in  the  language  of  tbe  pod 
I  will  say  in  conclusion, 

"To  you  tlic  polished  judges  of  our  eaoaa. 
Whose  smiles  are  honor,  and  whose  nodi  ap- 

Humbly  we  bend,  encmarage  arts  tike  tbeaa. 
For  though  the  actor  faili,liestriTea  to  plawi." 


the  State-  The  Governor  ia  to  make  ttaa  •>■ 
pointment,  and  the  surveyor  ia  tequired  iMnonat- 
ly,  or  by  his  aasistanlj,  "to  visit  everr  eombf  ia 
the  Slate,  and  examine  every  thing  of  intaiM  ar 
value  in  either  of  the  ahove  departoHBti,  Is  at> 
certain  the  nature  and  character  of  ita  jiiiahili 
and  the  nature  and  character  of  ita  aoif  aa  wsS 
as  to  give  an  account  of  ila  mineral*." 

Mr.  JiHiFia  said  that  Ihe  views  pieientid  bf 
the  gentleman  from  Montgomery,  (Mr.  Dwia,) 
wero  well  worthy  of  cooalderation  b«n  ni 
ihrougfaout  the  Slate ;  but  he,  (Mr.  J.,)  tlMCK 
that  it  wasqaestionable  whether  tbe  bill  cifriP^ 
waa  a  proper  place  for  Ibe  proviaion.  H* 
thought  that  the  bill  of  righli  should  stand  H  > 
declaration  of  rights,  without  the  introdoctkB  sf 
matters  into  it  which  belonged  properlj  ta  Ik* 
L^itUlute.  It  would  be  bettor,  Mr.  J,  lbaU|W.  . 
that  tbe  amendmeDt  ihould  be  peitnitM  tttt  A 


over  Tor  IhepraMitl,  and  Uitt  it  ihi>iild  be  append- 
ed tD  lome  other  portion  of  llic  Cun-ililulion. 

Mr.  arcHctn  silted  that  he  had  Ixit  one  ob- 
jection to  the  arnendment,  ami  that  wai  to  Ihe 
eipraieion  "by  all  nuitilile  means."  I'o  Ihn  |cen- 
era!  object  ilKir,  lie  was  Tavora'tlc.  but  he 
Ihoughtthephraie  to  which  he  tiiuk  exreplinn, 
«M  to  looae  and  capable  nf  io'>  laiiiuilinous  a 
coaatnietioa.  The  LcKislaturr  might  retcnrd  it 
U  a  Msetion  to  a  pledge  uF  t^reiiil  of  tlie  State, 
or  Ibr  appropnationa  uf  minipy.  If  Ihc  ifciilh 
man  from  Montgomery,  would  w  modify  h'h  pn 
positioB,  ei  to  prevent 'the  danf»:r  of  "urli  a  roi 
stroctiDD,  he  would  feel  di>p<i»cil  In  vuln  in  faror 
at  it.  A  friend  near  him  hail  siiin^led  that  the 
object  he  had  in  tIdw,  would  1h-  I'drcteil  b^ 
Mnkins  out  the  word*  "by  all  unitablr 
WoiildUia  ^lleman  from  Montgiimcry, accept 
that  modification  i 

Mr-  Divisieplied  tliatlichud  iiogn^ut  tenacily 
to  any  particular  p)iraiwol<HO^,     Mis  great  d<>sJni 

waa  tamake  it  eo^r  conform  In  tlii-g TjlM-n- 

timenl  of  the  Convention,  that  lie  might  ulilairl 
a  Tote,  ai  nearly  as  poshibl*- app 
iaiilj.  He  would  be  very  happy  to  accoinmodato 
Ihc  gentleman  from  Qiiven  Anne'',  but  be  prr- 
brrad  the  language  an  it  stood.  Mn  hail  rmpluv- 
■d  the  terms  which  he  found  in  tli.r  oilier  jStaio 
Comlilutioni.  He  allied  Ihc  genlleinaii  frmii 
Itueen  AeneS,  if  he  kurw  of  any  ahuM'sluwIiirh 
Jntlanguagehad  given  rise  ina'nyuflbo  States, 
Ib  whose  Oonuitiitions,  it  had  been  adopted ; 

Mr.  SpDicaa  did  not  know  of  any  ahuHis  ... 
;hB  olher  Stales,  but  we  bare  had  one  awful  les- 
laa,  in  relation  to  I.i:'iil.iliru  ajijinipriatli 
■ban  tfaa  Legislature  made  targe  apprupriutionH 
nor  internal  improremenb.  Ho  had  alwayi 
loubled  the  power  of  the  T«;!;iiila(ure  In  ni^iki 
odi  appropnaiions,  and   when  the  Lcgislaiiin 

aelM  the  first  lav  tor  a  dircei  lux,  thi-^-  uul 
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loetlion  bewre  Ihe  court  of  ii|i|wali,  to  U'At'  the 
«iMtitutianality  of  lite  act.  The  luiAiiiir,;  nhich 
oi^bt  begeDerallf  given  lo  Ihu  words  "hy  all 
oitable  neaiu,'  is  Utat  llie  Legislalurc  may 
lira  money,  orratse  loans  for  this  nbjvct.  He 
honght  Ihe  people  oujthl  lo  vncoura;;u  Ihese  cb- 
•elB,  Int  he  thought,  when  hi-,  fricnil  would  rc- 
iMlamomenlon  what  might  be  the  elfccl  of 
ha  worda,  he  would    coiiKnl   In   cliatigc   tlic 


Mr.  Tvca  lunesteil  a  modilicalinn  of  the  arli- 
da  proposed.  He  was  decidedly  in  faiur  of  the 
itjJMt  eoDtenplaied.  It  was  the  duly  of  tb« 
iMe,  to  viva  attention  to  Ihew  subjecls.  Thuy 
iiatthe  nundalian  of  all  good  covcrnmenl,  awl 
dOoiii^  the  Le£islalurc  would  have  the  power, 
ritfaoU  Ihit  clauae,  he  thought  j[  proper  iJiat 
b«da«laimtien  of  rights  ahoulil  eujoin  it  as  a 
lltf.  He  would  leave  out  Ibe  woniioDaciiitinu 
M  MrilaUi  Huoat.  It  might  be  mid  hercalter 
te  Ifaa  I^giilalure  could  promote  thcso  objects 
■>»  other  way  than  by  authoritingcorporalioni, 
■aciaUona,  As.  He  was  for  Iha  lArgcsi  oiei- 
■0  of  the  power— Ihe  nodo  and  Ihe  means,  lie 
(Mid  IWTB  to  Uw  LeKiilBture.    If  Ibo  genllc- 

29 


I  man  from  Montgomery,  would  modilV  hi* 
[  amenilmentas  sufg;eiled,  Mr.  Tuck  t1iuu](ht  Ihe 
Convunlion  could  do  no  othnrwiiie  than  adopi  it. 
Mr.  Ditvi*  accepted  ilw  propoailion  nf  Mr. 
I  Tocii,(aiamodifientu)nof  hisownamendoienl,) 
I  and  it  was  read  ai  follows  : 
'  "ArtUU  4-i.  Tlie  Legislature  ought  lo  encour- 
age Ibe  dilTii'ioii  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  the 
prumiitiun  of  literature,  the  arli,  icieneeii,  ajtri- 
culture,  commerce  and  manufactures,  end  tlie 
general  melionition  of  the  wants  and  condition 
of  IliR  people.'' 

After  a  brii-f  pxiivcrsatioa  between  .Mcatrs. 
JcNiFiR  and  l>AVIt-. 

1^  quoliun  was  taken,  and  the   modified 
amendment  was  adopted. 

Thn  C'rinvunlioii    prue«cdcd  to  consider  the 
amtMidmenta  <drured  on  Saturday  last  by 

Mr.  (laoRuK,  as  additional  sections— lo  bm 
numbered  arliclCK  forty-thrre  and  forty-four. 
I'hc  ^imrndmrnts  having  been  road — 
Tt\r.  .McllaHav  siiggeKtcd  to  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  (ii!uri;c,)  thai  this  propoii lion  would  come 
in  niol'C  nppioprmtol];  asan  amendment  to  the 
Itcport  cil  Ihc:  L'nuiniiltcu  on  the  Legijlstive  Uc- 


Some  converiatioR  ftdlowed. 

Mr.  <ii«ia<,t:  said,  lliat  as  there  seemed  to  be 
some  uliji'clian  to  the  inciirnmtiun  of  the  amend- 
mrtil  in  IIm-  Dill  of  Itighbi,  bo  would  acrept 
lliRSug:n>ti<inufllieg«(illriiiun,  (Mr.  MctlEMar,} 
and  would  willidraw  Uio  amendment,  as  also  the 
other  aineliHmrnI  nf  which  lie  had  heretofore 
given  notice,  as  ati  wldiliunal  secltun  to  be  nuin- 
betcd  article  forty-fuur.  And  lie  gave  notice 
lliat  he  would  fllFcr  Ihcie  amendments  when  tlie 
Kepurt  of  llic  Commlttcu  on  Ilie  Legislative  De- 
parlmiMil  shouhl  come  up  for  consideration. 

I'lio  next  i|uestioii  was  on  the  amendment  of 

Air.  PtaKE  had  hecetofure  given  notice,  and 
which  lie  n<iw  oflered  in  llie  words  following  : 

".friicic  4:1.  This  enumeration  of  rights  shall 
Dol  be  eonslTucd  to  impair  or  deny  others  retain- 
ed bv  the  people." 
The  amcndiuuni  having  being  read, 
Mr.  I'siiNit  said  Ihal  it  was  a  mere  assertion 
thai  there  were  rights  nut  enumerated  in  Ihe  de- 
claration uf  right*,  and  that  they  were  retained 
by  Ihc  people.    Tliuru  could  not,  he  thou^l,  hr 
any  improprii-ly  in  its  aduptiun. 
Mr.  SciiLKv  invited  tlic  goiilleman,  (Mr.  Parke.) 
utpccifj  what  llie  noii-entmii'raled  rights  were. 
Mr.  rASKBiiaid  it  wasiiupusniblc  for  him  to  do 
0.    Ho  prcHunicd  tliat  llie^  were  very  numerous 
-to  mucli  so  astnrenderitimpossibJo  to  include 
hem  in  the  hill  of  ri);ht?.     -^  bill  of  rights,  prob- 
bly,  might  nut  be  ab-olntety  necessary,  yet  it 
was  cUKtomur>  to  hare  sucb  a  declaration.     We 
ill  know  tlial  all  the  rights  couUl  not  be  set  forth, 
id  be  thought  it  would  bo  best  to  make  a  decia- 
lion  that  Uicru  were  other  ligtits  which  were 
it  enumerated. 

Mr.  jKHirKK  Uiought  tliat  such  a  deoloralion 
would  bs  entirely  out  of  koepinir  in  this  pUce. 
If,  as  was  conceded,  tlie  bill  uf  rights  look  away 
DO  rights,  of  course  every  Ihint;  which  was  nnt 
taken  away,  remained. 
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The  Pabsidekt,  pro  tern.,  Stated  the  question. 

Mr.  KiLooDR  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman, 

(Mr.  Parke,)  would  withdraw  his  amendment 

It  certainly  was  unnecessary.    It  could  effect  no 

great  good,  nor,  indeed,  could  it  do  any  harm. 

Mr  Parks  said  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Con- 
Tention  that  the  amendment  shouki  be  withdrawn, 
be,  (Mr.  P.,)  would  withdraw  it    He  did  not 
see  that  It  could  make  any  great  difference,  wheth- 
•  er  the  amendment  was  incorporated  in  the  Con- 
stitution or  not.    He  had  seen  it  in  other  Consti- 
tutions— be  had  seen  it  in  the  Constitution  of  Cali- 
fornia.   He  was  willing,  however,  to  withdiaw 
the  amendment 
But,  after  a  moment^s  reflection, 
Mr.  Parke  stated  that  he  preferred  to  adhere 
to  his  amendment 

The  President,  pro  fem.,  then  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  demand  of  Mr.  Kiloour  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  Convention  refused  to  order  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment and  no  quorum  voted. 
Mr.  Mitchell  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  PREsmENT,  fro  tem»t  said  he  had  some 
doubts  whether  the  motion  was  in  order,  as  the 
Convention  had  once  refused  to  take  the  yeas  and 
navs. 
The  question  was  then  again  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Parke,  and  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative :  ayes  30,  noes  25. 
So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  bill  q£  rights  had  now  been  gone  through 
with. 

But  on  a  former  day  the  Convention  had  infor- 
mally passed  over  the  thirteenth  article  of  the 
said  bill,  which  is  in  the  following  words  : 

•^.  13.  "  That  paupers  ought  not  lo  be  asses- 
sed for  the  support  of  government,  but  every  oth- 
er person  in  this  State,  or  person  holding  property 
therein,  ought  to  contribute  his  proportion  of 
public  taxes,  for  the  support  of  government,  ac- 
cording to  his  actual  worth  in  real  or  personal 
property  ;  yet  fines,  duties  or  taxes  may  properly 
and  justly  be  imposed  or  laid,  on  persons  or  pro- 
perty, with  a  political  view  for  the  good  govern- 
ment and  benefit  of  the  community." 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
heretofore  indicated  by  Mr.  Randall,  to  insert 
after  the  word  "  property,"  the  words  "  within 
this  SUte.*^ 

Mr.  Donaldson  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but 
■aid  that,  as  he  understood  it  was  the  desire  of 
bis  colleague,  (Mr.  Randall,)  to  express  his  views 
more  fully  than  he  had  heretofore  done,  he,  (Mr. 
D.y)  would  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  Kaxdall  rose  and  said  that,  in  order  to 
present  his  views  in  reference  to  his  amendment, 
he  would  avail  himself  of  the  offer  of  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Donaldson)  to  yield  the  floor  to  him 
for  that  purpose.  He  read  a  portion  of  the  thir- 
teenth article  m  the  old  Bill  of  Rights,  and  stated 
that  the  new  declaratory  article  proposes  to  omit 
the  words  "within  this  State,"  so  as  to  give  the 
power  to  the  Legislature  to  levy  taxes  on  real  I 
and  penonal  pioperty  whether  in  or  out  of  this ' 


State.    The  former  Bill  of  RighU  is  framed  with 
the  express  limiUtion  that  the  taxing  power  is 
confined  to  property  within  the  limits  of  this 
State.    Such  may  have  been  the  presumption 
without  that  express  limitation.    It  the  woids 
"within  this  State"  are  now,  however,  striebn 
out,  it  would  manifest  clearly  the  intentioB  to 
take  away  this  limitation,  and  that  the  Lejpsli- 
ture  shall  hereafter  tax  all  the  property,  real  sod 
personal  of  its  citizens  lying  out  of  this  Stste. 
is  the  Convention,  he  asked,  prepared  to  say  that 
taxes  shall  hereafter  be  imposed  by  the  I^^ 
ture  on  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  thb  Stste 
all  over  the  world?    We  are  necessarily  broasbt 
to  this  point  by  the  difierence  found  to  exi^  ht- 
tween  the  two  Bills  of  Rights.     When  he  pat 
the  question  to  his  distioguished  colleague,  not 
now  in  his  place,  (Mr.  Dorsey,)  how  he  propo- 
sed to  tax  real  citate  which  might  be  aitoalM  in 
Florida,  or  Mississippi,  or  Europe — that  gentle- 
man informed  him  that  it  was  not  intendsdto 
tax  real  estate  out  of  this  State.    In  that  cass  the 
change  in  the  article  effects  what  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  do,  and  should  therefore  remain  sb  it 
is.    Was  it  just,  he  would  ask,  to  tax  the  prop- 
erty of  our  citizens  lying  beyond  the  limits  of 
this  State  ?    He  did  not  deny  the  exbteoes  of 
the  power — the  State  had  power  over  its  citizsns 
and  their  property  of  every  description  wbeitw 
it  might  be,  unless  probibiud  by  the  Conttitutian. 
He  did  not  therefore  deny  the  power  of  the  State 
to  tax  real  property  lying  out  of  this  State,  but 
he  did  deny  the  justice  of  the  exercise  of  Mieh  a 
power.    Whether  taxes  are  laid  for  carryin|;  oo 
internal  improvements,  or  for  any  other  objeet, 
all  its  expenditures  are  confined  within  its  own 
limits,  to  benefit  property  in  the  Sute.    Is  it 
just  that  the  property  of  the  citizen  lying  oat  of 
the  State  should  be  taxed  for  any  action  in  the 
State  which  in  no  manner  adds  to  the  Talue  or 
utility  of  property  out  of  this  State.    All  oar 
State  legislation  ought  to  be  characteriied  bj 
justice,  that  virtue  which  should  be  the  guide  ef 
government,  and  faithfully  administer  in  aU  ib 
departments.  The  government  should  be  a  bright 
example  to  its  citizens  of  justice.     Within  the 
State,  where  the  property  to  be  taxed  will  be  tas- 

f proved  by  the  contemplated  action  of  the  Legb- 
ature,  it  may  bo  just  to  impose  the  tax,  but  wncre 
the  property  lies  beyond  tne  limits  of  the  State 
and  out  of  the  reach  of  the  improTementsof  the 
State's  action,  where  its  legislation  can  have  no 
operation,  its  courts  are  not  invoked  to  protectH 
or  add  to  the  facilities  of  its  enjoyment^it  is 
manifestly  unjust  to  make  it  the  subject  of  taxa- 
tion by  this  State. 

But  there  was  another  point  in  which  it  is  aa- 
jusl;  it  is  unjust  to  the  other  States  of  the  UoioD. 
if  it  were  a  mere  proposition  whether  all  the 
States  of  this  Union  shall  tax  all  the  propertj 
of  their  respective  citizens,  whether  that  pfop* 
erty  lie  in  or  out  of  their  respective  limits,  it 
would  be  another  question— each  State  by  it> 
own  action  equalizing  its  own  benefita  by  its 
losses,  but  that  is  not  the  case.  Maryland  alooe 
I  believe  imposes  such  taxes  on  property  beyond 
its  limits— thus  other  States  are  unjurtly  treated, 
as  we  dehre  benefit  fhiin  their  property— tbey 
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■.inuD,  nc  luiu-L  jiot  flilter  ourMlvei,  if  we  tax  the 
propartj  of  our  citizen*  wiliiin  ttisir  limits,  that 
(liay  will  not  also  tAi  the  properl]'  of  their  cili- 
tetn  within  our  State.  It  is  not  jiiil  to  Ihoie 
Sutci  who  onlr  levj  taies  on  propertf  within 
Ibeirliiniti.  Where  is  the  justice  ormatiingour 
citizam  paj  tasei  for  landi  and  ilaves  or  otliar 
property,  in  another  Stale,  wlien  they  can  derive 
■o  consideration  inrFlum  from  our  Stale  in  the 
waj  of  protection  or  other  adtuntn^.  That 
properlj  of  our  citiiens  is  ilready  taxed  in  the 
Male  w  hen  it  liei.  An  iiiJuiltCB  alio  i^  done  to 
our  citizens,  because  bj  imiHMini;  a  tax  on  the 
pmperlj,  we  lessen  the  value  of  Ihe  property 
where  it  is  situated,  and  llmi  (he  iianie  property 
paja  douhle  laies — tairs  lo  the  community  in 
which  it  lies — taxes  to  this  Stale  wherv  its  Owner 
nadci.  Anir,  such  a  system  will  provuhe  retali- 
alioa — nothing  ought  to  be  done  liy  us  which  may 
have  the  elTecl  of  provoking  jealoiisisH  between 
SlatM  or  a  eonfliet  of  lawi  which  will  land  to 
dMtroT  the  harmony  of  our  State  laws.  Let 
each  Stale  tax  only  Ihe  property  within  it*  owd 
limiti  OTar  which  it  lias  a  more  direct  and  com- 
plete control,  and  whone  sclion  and  protection 
justHy  tnch  an  exercise  of  power. 

But  there  wa*  another  view  in  which  he  de- 
rind  to  pUca  this  subject.  It  would  be  found 
■npncticahle  to  execute  this  Uw.  It  is  wise  lo 
-.^^i-  r —  .1. ; <■  ^  power  which  it 

With- 
in the  State  we  have  a  mode  of  aiecsaini;  the 
TaloB  of  real  or  personal  eatatD.  But  how  can 
tha  be  dooe  in  Mississippi  or  Europe  1  How  can 
you  aend  there  and  have  aueumenU  made  of  the 
Tthie  of  properly?  Wiih  regard  to  tlie  property 
which  coQSista  of  public  stock* — nilhough  Ibe 
nhw  of  these  stocks  are  more  Gusily  known  by 
the  majfcct  price,  how  is  it  poihiblo,  or  by  what 
procew  could  we  proceed,  tu  discover  what  citi- 
MOi  of  Harjianil  are  Ise  true  owtiers  of  such 
Itoeh*.  Tlie  laws  and  courts  of  Maryland  are 
called  D|na  to  exertiie  no  jurisdiclion  Iheie,  ila 
eitiMOi  an  not  cognizant  of  what  takes  place 
Uicic.  And  there  can  be  devised  no  mode  of 
tasinc  mieh  property,  the  carrying  out  of  which 
wonld  bat  open  tlie  door  to  frauds  and  perjuries 
llounMnble.  A  ftw  years  ago,  a  law  waa  en- 
aelad  to  eolleet  an  income  tax  within  this  SUta; 
t«  it  entiiel;  faiied.  It  was  only  in  one  or  two 
of  ibe  counties,  that  the  effort  was  made  lo  ei- 
ecola  its  provisions  wlien  it  waa  aliunduaed,  and 
the  act  imposing  it  was  sliorlly  aflcrwanls  re- 
pealed, because  uf  its  icquisilonal  cliaracter,  its 
nnmriiDent  scrutiny  into  the  affairs  of  private  life  j 
and  of  other  difficulties  which  it  had  to  oiicoun- 
ter,  aod  the  frauds  and  imposttiuns  it  caused,  and 
abore  all,  and  tlie  combiiied  etfecU  of  all— iU 
utter  failure  lo  produce  a  sufficient  sum.  He 
iUlad  tbii  fact  for  the  purpose  of  illujlrating  the 
probable  result  of  an^  attempt  to-  tm[iDse  a  tax 
when  there  was  such  difficulties  in  carrying  out  ila 
cseentiofl  aa  in  this  now  contemplated. 

Mr.  SrxMciK  Dioved  that  the  farther  consider- 
■iwo  of  the  hill  of  rights  be  postponed,  in  order 


con-  I  that  it  might  be  printed  with  the  tairertl  unand- 

Mr.  PiBiKsaid  he  wai  abtenl  when  Ihe  first 

rart  of  the  bill  of  rights  was  under  consideratiou. 
r  it  was  now  lo  be  printed,  he  would  offer  an 
amendment,  (with  a  view  thai  it  might  be  print- 
ed with  the  other  amendments,)  upon  which  be 
desired  to  have  a  vota  of  the  Convention. 

Some  cotiventtioo  followed  as  to  the  pnipiia- 
ly  of  the  ]iostpoDement,  in  which  Messn.  Ma- 
Gaaw,  SpEKcan  end  JtHirED  took  part. 
The  result  was,  that 

Mr.  Kimhall  proceeded  with  his  remarki. 

It  wonid  be  perfectly  acceptable  lo  him,  wlial- 

ever  course  the  House  might  determine  on.  The 

question  was  a  ver^  important  one,  and  he  hoped 

it  would  l>e  examined    carefully.     He   had  no 

doubt  the  Convention  would  come  to   a   correct 

He  had  endeavored  to  show 

as  both  unjuit  and  impraetioi- 

}w  call  allentJon  to  its  poliey. 

of  knowing  the  extent  of  the 

t  ofthe  State,  which  would  be 

if  the  measure  was    lo  be 


upon  it. 
that  the  change  w 
ble.     He  would  ni 
He  had  no  means 
properly  lying  oi 
liable    to   laiali 

carried  into  effect.  He  presumea  ii  was  now 
very  limited  in  its  exient,  liUiou^h  it  could  not 
well  be  ascertained  what  it  was.  But  if  Ihe 
principle  should  be  carried  out  in  the  other 
Stales,  and  surely  we  are  not  lo  expect  that  we 
can  carry  out  a  law  taxing  the  property  of  our 
citixens  inother  Stales,  without  exciting  retalii- 
ling  lepslation  by  other  Stales,  in  taxing  the  pro> 
perty  of  Iheir  eiiizens  lying  in  the  Slate  of  Ma- 
ryland. They  surely  will  do  so  in  relation  to 
any  properly  their  eiiizens  may  have  within  our 
limiU.  It  is  mere  justice  to  themselTea  to  do 
this.  What  position  then,  will  Maryland  take 
if  all  the  other  States  adopt  this  principle  of  re- 
taliation, and  ray  that  Iha  properly  of  their  citi- 
zens lying  within  the  limits  of  this  Stale,  shall  be 
taxed?  Then  all  Ihe  citiwns  of  those  SUtei  hav- 
ing property  Ijingin  the  State  of  Maryland,  will 
be  liable  lo  double  taxation  on  such  property,  la 
if  citizens  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  by  our  lawi, 
and  ai  citizens  of  Ihe  respective  Stales  in  which 
they  reside,  by  the  laws  Ihereof.  We  must  con- 
cede the  same  propriety  and  policy  to  other 
States  which  inSucDCB  ouraelves— what  will  be 
ils  operation?  The  stock  of  the  Stats  of  Ma- 
ryland is  relatively  larger  in  proportion  loita 
population  and  resources  perhaps,  than  any  Stale 
in  the  Union— certainly  not  far  from  it.  Let 
other  SlaUs  whose  citiiens  bold  your  Stata  stocks 
impose  another  tax  upon  it  in  addition  to  that 
which  you  impose,  and  its  value  would  bo  enen- 
lially  impaired;  vast  quantities  of  it  are  held  by 
citizens  of  other  Stales,  in  our  canals,  rail  nnds, 
mining  companies,  and  in  our  city  stocks,  bank 
Blocks,  kc.  We  have  an  immease  banking  capi- 
tal, and  a  good  deal  of  it  is  owned  out  of  the 
Stata.  Wo  have  numerous  stocki  of  componlea 
BMociaUd  for  internal  Improvemeuti,  a  great  deal 
ofwhicb  is  heldbyeillzensout  of  this  State.  In 
Allegany,  1  understand,  the  Block  of  many  com- 
panies is  held  almost  exclusively  by  persons  liv- 
inK  out  of  this  State. 

I  If  wa  imposes  tax  on  these  eapitalisli,  and 
I  they  an  taxed  also  by  the  State*  la  wfaicb  thej 
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Itve,  they  will  be  burdened  with  a  double  tax, 
and  perhaps,  have  their  capital  driven  out  of  this 
State.  And  he  believed  that,  in  carrying  out 
this  poljcy,  it  would  be  found  in  the  end,  that 
Maryland  had  lost  more  than  she  had  gained. 
We  are  surrounded  by  other  States.  Pn>pcrty 
is  held  within  our  limits  by  citizens  of  tlie  ad- 
joining Stateci  of  Delaware,  Pennsylvania  and 
Viipoia;  and  if  we  tax  the  property  in  this  State 
belonging  to  the  citizens  ofeitherof  thoie  States 
tbey  will  al!to  l>e  taxed  at  home,  and  thus  have  to 

Say  a  double  tax.  or  else  remove  out  of  this 
tate,  which  is  likely  to  be  one  result  or  another, 
that  he  would  cease  to  be  a  holder  of  property 
in  oar  State. 

Suppose  a  citizen  of  Boston  comes  into  Ralti- 
more  to  reside,  and  carry  on  trade  witli  a  part  uf 
his  capital,  you  tax  not  only  all  he  owns  in  ital- 
timore,  but  all  the  pro|>erty  he  has  elsewhere — 
even  though  this  property  is  elsewhere  taxed — 
subjecting  him  to  double  tax,  because  you  declare 
that  your  citizens  shall  pay  a  tax  on  all  the  pro- 
perty they  possess  throughout  the  world. 

The  effect  of  this  would  be  to  drive  all  such 
r.itizens  out  of  this  State,  and  to  prevent  others 
from  coming  in  to  seHlo  among  us.  1  have  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  one  such  cuse  where  a  citi- 
zen of  Georgia  was  prevented  from  settling  iu 
Baltimore,  because  his  pro()erty  consisting  of 
debts  in  Guorgia,  for  property  he  had  sohl  tlieie, 
would  be  taxed.  He  wont  to  Georgetown,  and 
there  settk-d  tu  avoid  this  tax. 

He  was  perfectly  contented  with  the  bill  of 
rights  as  it  stood.  As  it  stood  it  was  just;  now 
in  its  changed  form,  it  would  he  unjust.  What 
reduction  would  l)c  nindo  from  the  revenue  of  the 
State  by  this  mcasuiv,  he  knew  not.  But  he 
would  s'ay  that  if  the  oth«?r  SUtcs  of  the  Union 
should'carry  out  this  principle,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  expect  that  they  will  not — it  i*  hut  just 
to  themselves  that  they  should— it  will  he  fol- 
lowed by  inconveniences  to  us,  which  will  more 
than  counterbalance  any  good  which  can  possibly 
result  from  it;  and  we  shall  actually  lose  in  a  pe- 
cuniary point  of  view,  more  than  wo  gain  by  it. 
He  bad  now  discharged  his  duly  in  bringing  the 
subject  before  the  Convention,  and  he  left  it  with 
this  body  to  act  &s  it  may  docm  best. 

Mr.  DoMALUsoN  expressed  his  regret  at  being 
compelled  to  disagree  with  his  collcaguo,  (Mr. 
Randall,)  for  whoso  clearness  of  judgment  and 
uniformily  conscientious  motives,  he  entertained 
the  highest  esteem.  It  was  from  the  strength 
of  his  honest  convictions,  that  his  colleague  had 
spoken  with  such  warmth  of  what  he  considered 
the  injustice  of  Die  existing  system  of  laws,  by 
which  stocks  held  by  citizens  of  this  State,  in 
the  public  loans  of  other  States,  and  in  the  insti- 
tutions of  other  States,  ware  subject  to  taxation. 
As  an  act  of  justice,  he,  (Mr.  Randall,)  demand- 
«*i  the  exemption  of  such  property.  He,  (Mr. 
D.,)  considered  that  both  policy  and  justice  were 
against  such  an  exemption.  It  he  thought  there 
-Was  a  departure  from  justice,  he  would  not  argue 
in  lavor  of  the  |H)licY  of  a  measure,  but  where 
both  stood  on  the  saiiic  side,  they  might  well  for- 
tify each  other. 

What  is  the  injustice  complained  of  by   tho 


mover  of  t]»  amendment?  A  citizen  of  this 
State,  residing  here,owning  stocks  in  other  Staici, 
has  to  pay  a  tax  according  to  his  actual  worth, 
including  those  foreign  stocks.  Compare  iiim 
now  with  his  neighbor,  all  whose  property  bin- 
vested  within  the  limits  or  Maryland.  Both  hvn 
the  same  protection  from  the  laws — both  have  the 
same  advantage  in  their  business,  from  tbow 
^reat  works  of  internal  improvement,  the  god- 
struction  of  which  has  produced  almost  all  our 
taxation.  One  pays  for  that  protection,  tml 
thosH  advantages  in  proportion  to  his  propertji 
and  the  others  does  not. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  present  system  leads  to 
double  taxation.  A  man  may  be  taxed  oo  the 
same  property  in  two  Stales.  This  doeb  not  16^ 
low.  In  many  States  there  is  no  direct  tazatioo; 
in  others  it  is  very  small.  Very  few  of  them  tu 
stocks  hold  by  non-residents.  A  citizen  of  Mary* 
land,  holding  a  million  dollars  of  the  State  itodc 
of  Virginia,  pays  not  a  cent  of  tax  in  Virginit, 
and  if  this  proi>osition  to  exempt  should  prevail, 
he  would  pay  not  a  cent  on  that  stock  here.  Bs- 
sides,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  all  thb  u 
voluntary.  No  man  is  obliged  to  invest  in 
tiiese  foreign  stocks;  and  if  he  becomes  liable  to 
double  taxation,  he  can  easily  change  his  mwA- 
ment,  and  purchase  stocks,  or  other  property, 
here.  Then  he  would  be  on  a  perfect  equality 
with  his  neighbors.  Jf  there  is  anv  injustice,  Iw 
need  not  sufler  it  for  an  hour.  If  he  retains  it, 
it  is  because  he  Ands  it  more  profitable,  in  ipits 
of  its  liability  to  our  taxation,  than  the  invest^ 
ment  of  his  neighl>ors  at  home,  liable  to  the  same 
taxation. 

Real  estate  beyond  our  limits,  has  neTer  been 
considered  as  liable  to  our  taxation,  becauw  it 
has  a  locality,  whereas  stocks,  being  persooal 
property,  are  considered  in  law  as  following  the 
person. 

So  much  in  answer  to  the  charge  of  injustice 
made  against  the  present  system.  Now,  let  in 
look  at  the  other  side  of  the  question.  What 
would  be  the  consequence  of  the  exemption  from 
taxation  of  stocks,  in  other  States,  held  bf 
citizens  of  our  own.  Almost  all  the  suipliu 
wealtli  of  this  State,  would  be  withdrawn  mm 
taxation,  both  for  State  and  county  purposes, sod 
invested  iu  the  stocks  of  Slates,  where  there  is 
no  taxation,  or  but  little.  This  would  be  done, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  by  those  possessing  the 
greatest  wealth.  Such  are  the  men  who!  try 
every  device  to  escape  their  proper  share  of  the 
burdens  of  the  State.  It  is  a  trait  of  human 
nature,  not  to  be  denied,  although  noble  exeep- 
tions  exist,  that  wealth  generates  this  kind  of  wl* 
fishness.  There  is  no  estimating  how  much 
might,  in  tliis  manner,  he  lost  to  tho  State  and 
counties.  The  abstraction  of  ten  millions  of 
capital,  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  for  instance. 
would  make  to  State  and  city,  togetlicr  an  annosl 
loss  in  taxes,  of  upwanls  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  Necessarily,  Uiose  who  did  notio 
remove  their  Capital,  and  the  property  hoUen 
who  had  no  surplus  capital  to  invest,  would  have 
to  pay  a  higher  rate  ol  taxation,  to  make  up  for 
the  deficiency  thus  caused.  Could  anythisg  be 
mofe  manifestly  unjust? 
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Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  state  teTertl  cases 
»7  way  of  illustration.  A  man  enf^aged  iu  a 
uccessful  business  in  the  city  of  naltimore,  may 
iccumulate,  from  year  to  year,  va«t  profits, 
;rowing  rich  from  the  great  advantages  lie  de- 
ives  from  the  system  of  tutcrnul  improvements, 
vhich  has  cost  the  State  and  riiy  together,  iip- 
varda  of  twenty  miilion*^  of  dollai-s,  and  from  all 
hat  the  city  has  spent  in  the  i  ni  prove  me  nt  of  her 
larbor;  whlUt  he  is  protected  in  |icrson«  in  pro- 
lerty  and  in  the  quiet  pursuits  of  his  business, 
\j  the  laws  of  the  State  and  city.  All  his  pro* 
its,  as  fast  as  they  accumulate,  he  may,  if  the 
iDiendment  prevails,  invest  in  storks  of  other 
States,  and  he  may  thus  convey  out  of  the  reach  of 
azatioQ,say  four-fifths  of  his  property.  On  the 
ithcr  hand,  a  man  of  small  property,  whosucarn- 


Mr.  D.  concluded  by  saying,  that  we  had  not 
a  great  many  years  longer  to  bear  the  weight  of 
our  taxes.  The  public  mind  had  become  con- 
tent under  them,  and,  at  present,  it  would  be  un- 
wise in  any  essential  particular,  to  change  the 
system. 

Mr.  Thomas  utated  that,  until  this  morning,  he 
did  not  know  thai  such  an  amendment  as  this  was 
pcndini;.  It  was  a  very  imirartant  proposition, 
and  he  had  been  tuniing  it  over  in  his  mind,  and 
had  satisfied  himself  that  it  would  produce  a 
change  in  our  policy  which  would  work  injustice. 
He  would  take  an  illustration,  t)y  applying  tlie 
new  principle  to  the  localities  with  which  he  was 
familiar,  lie  would  take,  lor  example,  the  counties 
of  Harford,  Cecil,  FrediTick.  Carroll,  Washing- 
ton and  Allegiiany,  in  all  these  there  were   nu- 


barely  support  and  educate  his  familv,  must  i  merous  landholders  who  possessed  property  over 
Mj  taxes  00  the  whole  of  his  worth.  A  farmer,  |  the  line  of  one  of  the  adjoining  States.  What 
who  expends  his  profits,  not  generally  very  large,  i  would  be  the  response  from  these  counties,  if  we 


n  Improving  his  land,  and  adding  to  his  buildings 
ind  stock,  finds  that  the  increased  value  i^  added 
lo  bis  anessment.  He  must  pay  a  tax  <m  the 
■hole.  Thus  those  roost  beneliited  by  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  State,  and  mo^t  able  to  bear 
the  burden,  would  have  to  pay  far  les»>,  in  prripor- 
lion,  than  their  pro])er  sharr;  and  their  deficiency 
most  be  made  up  by  an  increased  tax,  on  men 
more  honest  and  {worer.  To  make  this  exemp- 
lioD,  would  create  the  irreatest  inequality,  and  di- 
netly  encourage  the  dishoneat  evasion  of  taxes. 


were  to  impose  a  tax  on  our  citiznns  for  this 
property  lyirg  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State?  It 
would  be  repudiated.  Kor  what  reason  do  we 
impo>c  a  tax  on  property  within  the  State  ?  It  is 
because  the  State  gives  it  in  return  protection 
against  robbery  ami  other  dan!;ers  to  which  it  is 
liable  in  an  unprolccte<i  >tate.  S(»,  in  regard  to 
personal  property,  we  make  laws  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  contracts,  and  in  other  ways  to  sccuru 
this  kind  of  property,  and  we  tax  personal  proper- 
ty on  the  pruiciple  of  pnitcction.     Maryland  has, 


But,  (continued  Mr.  D.)  this  exemption  would  1  in  her  exigency,  been  compelled  to  rctnort  to  heavy 
iojure  all  ttie  holders  of  public  and  private  stocks  j  taxation,  and  the  change  of  policy  looks  to  tlie  tax- 
here,  by  diminishing    their    market  value.     It    ation  of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  personal  as 
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would  discourage  the  investment  of  our  liomc 
capital,  in  the  improvement  of  our  lands,  in 
ImikliDg  up  factories  and  furnaces,  and  in  vari- 
ous industrial  occupations ;  for  all  these  arc  sub- 
ject to  taxation  here,  whilst  the  same  capital  in- 
vested abroad,  would  enjoy  an  exemption. 

It  b  said  that  the  present  slutc  of  th#l:^  or 
of  legislative  practice,  prevents  men  of  capital 
from  commg  into  the  State,  and  brin<;ing  part  of 
their  means  with  them.  A  Boston  capitali-$t, 
worth  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  may  wish 
to  bring  one  hundred  tliousand  dollars  here,  and 
leave  the  remajhdor  invested  at  his  former  home. 


well  as  real,  lying  without  the  limits  oi  the  State. 
If  one  of  our  citizens  had  left  the  State  and  gone 
to  California,  and  obtauied  property  there,  would 
it  be  ri^ht  to  tax  hi<  property  there  for  tlje  pur- 
pose of  keeping  up  in  this  State,  roads  and  Iiigh- 
ways  in  which  he  was  not  interested,  and  would 
he  not  refuse  to  pay  such  tax?  He,  (Mr.  T.,) 
would  vote  against  any  attempt  to  impose  a  tax 
on  real  estate  lying  out  of  the  State,  because,  it 
ought  only  to  bo  taxed  where  its  rights  are  pro- 
tected by  law.  So  ought  personal  property  to 
ttiand  in  the  same  position.  Wo  cannot  change  the 
policy  of  Virginia  and  of  the  other  Sbtea  of  the 


There  might  be  such  a  ca:?e,  l)ut  it  is  merely  ex-  |  Union.  Maryland  may  adopt  the  policy  of  tax- 
eeptional.  Very  few  men  will  come  here  merely  •  ing  her  State  stocks,  and  he  would  vote  for  it;  or 
for  tikc  sake  of  a  fancy  residence;  and  the  amount ,  ^he  mij^ht  impose  a  tax  on  the  banking  capital  in 
of  eapital  excluded  in  this  way.  is  hut  trifling  i  the  State,  or  on  insurance  Ntocks,  or  any  other 
compared  with  what  would  be  driven  out  personal  property  within  the  State.  That  is,  all 
by  the  exemption  proposed.  Undoubtedly  the  !  stock  in  tiie  State  of  Maryland,  and  we  have  a 
laet  that  we  suffer  such  heavy  taxation,  does  '  right  to  tax  it.  But  it  would  be  injurious  to  Mary- 
land to  discourage  men  of  capital  from  settling  i  land,  if  holders  of  foreign  stock  were  taxed  here, 
here.  Itcannot  be  otherwise,  and  it  iw  certainly  •  because  there  is  more  stock  held  by  foreign  hold- 
to  be  regretted ;  but  tlie  great  growth  of  Mary- ;  ers  in  Maryland,  than  by  citizens  of  Maryland 
land,  within  tlie  ]a.st  ten  years,  in  wealth  and  .  in  foreign  stocks.  He  did  not  believe  that  other 
population,  (leraonstraies  that  the  effect  of  our  [  States  would  tax  these  stocks,  and  the  effect  of 
works  o£  internal  improvement,  has  been  to  make  i  taxing  the  stocks  of  other  States  in  the  hands  of 
the  State  more  desirable,  as  a-  residence,  for  ac-  our  citizens,  would  be  to  drive  them  beyond  Uie 
tive  and  enterprising  men,  than  it  would  have  '  reach  of  our  taxation.  Tax  the  amount  of  the 
been  if  no  such  works  had  been  projected;  and, '  certificate  of  stock  in  his  hands,  and  you  drive 
consequently,  no  such  taxes  levied.  Active,  en-  !  him  from  your  State.  If  his  income  be  #30,000 
terprizing,  business  men,  of  small  capital,  arej  a  year  and  he  has  employed  it  in  diffusing  bene- 
Ihosewho  come  from  other  States,  to  seek  a .  fits  round  him,  you  deprive  the  State  of  those 
residence  among  us;  and  such  men  are  the  most  |  benefits  hereafler.  So  as  to  bank  stocks,  a  great 
valuable  accemions  to  our  commtuiity.  I  deal  of  it  is  hold  by  persons  who  are  not  citizens 
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of  Maryland,  which  is  taxed  twenty  cents  upon 
OTcry  hundred  dollars  for  the  school  fund,  and 
which  has  been  in  operation  for  forty  years,  du- 
ring which  time  all  holders  of  this  stock  have 
contributed,  because  the  banks  are  obliged  to  pay 
over  this  tax  to  the  school  fund,  out  of  the  profits, 
before  any  dividend  is  made  to  the  stock  holders. 
Should  the  Legislature  attempt  to  tax  the  real 
estate  of  her  citizens  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
State,  and  that  should  fail,  he  did  not  see  with 
what  piopriety  it  could  be  attempted  to  tax  per- 
sonal property  out  of  the  State.  In  his  opinion, 
the  same  principle  should  govern  whether  as  to 
real  or  personal  estate. 
Mr.  Tuck  said,  he  desired  to  offer  an  amendment 
of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  a  former  day, 
and  which,  as  modified,  read  as  follows: 

Jlrtkle  13<A.  **That  taxes  for  the  suppoit  of 
government,  and  fines,  duties  and  taxes,  with  a 
political  view  for  the  good  government  and  ben- 
efit of  the  community,  may  be  imposed  or  laid  on 
property  within  this  State,  and  the  legislature 
ought  to  declare  the  objects  for  laying  or  impos- 
ing the  same." 

Mr.  Tuck  would  state  briefly  his  reasons  for 
offering  the  amendment. 

He  desired  to  leave  the  power  to  the  legisla- 
ture with  as  few  restrictions  as  possible.  In  times 
of  difficulty  and  financial  embarrassment,  it  is 
easy  to  find  means  to  avoid  the  restrictions;  and 
thus  the  spirit  of  the  bill  of  rit^hts,  might  be  vio- 
lated without  any  redress  to  the  tax  payer. 

The  opinion  is  entertained  by  many  persons, 
tliat  tills  had  been  done  by  some  of  the  tax  laws 
passed  since  1840.  It  is  very  well  known  that 
all  these  laws  were  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  revenue  for  the  support  of  government — 
that  is,  for  the  purpose  contemplated  by  the  first 
clause  of  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  present 
bill  of  rights.  The  taxes  were  designed  *'for  the 
support  of  government,''  and  not  "with  political 
view,"  yet,  they  were  not  assessed  according  to 
eachman^  "worth  in  real  and  personal  proper- 
ty, within  this  State,"  as  required  by  that  article. 
He  alluded  to  the  tax  on  collateral  inheritances; 
the  tax  on  the  commissions  of  executors  and 
administrators — the  tax  on  the  public  offices — 
the  stamp  tax,  &c. 

He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  these  taxes  were 
wrong  in  themselves.  All  he  meant  to  say,  was, 
that  they  were  laid  to  raise  levenue  for  the  sup- 
port of  government;  that  that  was  the  design  and 
no  other.  And  in  that  view  he  thought  the  leg- 
islature had  done  wrong  in  not  declaring  the  ob- 
jects for  which  these  bills  were  past. 

Ho  admitted  that  the  legislature  should  have 
the  power  to  levy  taxes  **with  political  view." 
The  peace  and  welfare  of  society  required  this. 
The  license  system,  lottery  taxes,  auction  du- 
ties, and  such  other  taxes  were  referable  to  this 
power.     These  required  regulation. 

But  no  such  necessity  existed  when  the  bills  to 
which  he  had  referred  were  passed.  It  wan  not 
pretended  that  collateral  inheritances,  commis- 
sions^romissory  noteti,  &c.,  needed  regulation. 
The  Treasury  needed  the  revenue,  and  thus  the 
latter  clause  of  the  thirteenth  article  was  involv- 


ed in  aid  of  th«  purpose  contemplated  by  the  fint 
clause. 

His  amendment  required  that  the  laws  should 
state  the  object  for  which  the  taxes  were  laid— 
whether  to  raise  revenue  for  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment or  with  political  view,  so  that  the  tax 
payer  might  have  the  validity  of  the  tax  tried  by 
the  courts.  This  could  not  be  done  under  the 
present  laws,  because  the  acts  do  not  diacloee  thf 
object  for  which  the  taxes  are  laid,  and  being 
within  the  provision  of  the  latter  clause  of  the 
thirteenth  article,  though  passed  for  a  different 
purpose,  the  courts  can  do  no  otherwise  than  say 
that  they  are  constitutional.  The  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pa<:s  tariff  laws  for  the  protection  of  do- 
mestic labor  has  been,  and  is  now  denied  by  a 
large  party  in  the  country.  But  this  power  ean 
never  be  tested  in  the  United  States  courts,  so 
long  as  the  laws  profess  to  be  mere  revenue  laws. 
The  power  to  raise  revenue  being  conceded,  the 
courts  are  bound  to  declare  all  such  laws  to  be 
constitutional,  unless  they  are  in  terms  agamit 
that  instrument.  The  courts  cannot  go  behind 
the  laws,  and  decide  according  to  what  may  be 
the  motive  of  the  legislature  in  passing  them. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  his  amendment  would  alkm 
these  questions  to  be  settled  by  the  judicial  tri- 
bunals, by  shewing  to  the  court  the  object  and 
purpose  of  the  law — and  if  these  were  not  wai^ 
ranted  by  the  Bill  of  Rights  the  act  would  bade- 
clared  void.  He  had  no  disposition  to  disturb 
the  present  tax  system.  That  system  will  remain 
until  repealed  by  law.  But  cases  under  that 
system  had  been  carried  to  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
This  showed  doubt  and  dissatisfaction.  Aiul 
when  this  is  likely  to  occur  by  the  exercise  of 
uncertain  powers,  the  people  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  testing  the  question.  Nothing  is 
more  unwelcome  to  the  people  than  heavy  taxes. 
But  thev  will  submit  when  they  are  satisfied  that 
a  nec4plt^exist!«,  and  that  the  power  to  impose 
the  burden  is  vested  in  the  Legislature.  He  had 
said  that  he  would  confide  this  power  to  the  Le- 
gislature without  restriction.  But  if  we  are  to 
say  any  thing  on  the  subject  in  the  Bill  of  Rights 
he  would  prefer  plain  and  definite  language,  not 
only  to  indicate  to  the  Legislature  the  limits  of 
their  powers,  but  to  allow  the  tax-payer  to  hare 
his  case  properly  tried,  if  complaint  were  made. 

He  had  also  inserted  the  words  **in  this  State,'' 
so  as  to  prevent  the  Legislature  from  taxing  pro- 
perty beyond  the  State.  He  never  could  under- 
stand by  what  authority  the  legislature  taxed 
Bank  and  other  Stocks,  beyond  the  State,  for  the 
support  of  our  Government,  when  the  thirteenth 
article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  declares  that  *'eTeiy 
man  shall  contribute  according  to  his  actual 
worth  in  real  and  personal  p roper ty»iotX4iii  tht 
Slate. ^*  The  Stocks  of  foreign  Banks  are  not 
within  thij  State.  The  gentlemen  from  Freder- 
ick and  from  Anne  Arundel  had  made  arguments 
on  this  point  which  have  not  been  and  canned  be 
answered.  The  true  doctrine  is  taxation  accord- 
ing to  protection.  Why  does  a  man  pay  taxes 
on  his  property?  On  what  theory  is  this  requi- 
red ?  Only  because  justice  sui^gests  that  his  pro- 
perty shall  pay  accordiug  to  the  protection  it  re- 
ceives.   He  would  not  multiply  words  on  thii 
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point.  The  gentlemen  who  preeedcd  him  had 
■aid  all  that  could  be  xaid  on  the  subject.  He 
would  however  notice  in  a  few  wordH,  some  of 
the  positions  of  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arun- 
del, (Mr.  Donaldson.)  The  cose  put  by  him  of 
the  capitsdist  who  lives  among  us  while  his  estate 
IS  located  elsewhere,  does  not  meet  the  argument. 
In  the  lirst  place  he  pays  taxes  on  his  property  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  it  is  localed,  and 
in  the  next  place  he  spends  all  hi<^  income  .imong 
us.  It  is  better,  to  be  sure,  for  us  to  have^capilai 
and  men  both,  but  1  am  not  for  driving  away  or 
taxing  a  man  who  is  willing  to  spend  large  rove- 
naes  among  us  merely  because  his  property  is  not 
here.  If  we  cannot  have  thn  man  with  his  capi- 
tal, I  will  take  him  with  his  revenues.  These  go 
into  circulation  and  trade,  and  are  thus  of  advan- 
tage to  us.  The  gentleman  says  his  certificate  of 
Stock  in  his  pocket  or  drawer  is  property  in  the 
Slate.  Mr.  T.  disagreed,  iiut  if  tho  certificate 
if  property  here  because  of  his  possession  of 
it,  suppose  he  leaves  it  in  the  hands  of  his  agent 
or  broker  in  the  State  where  the  Stock  is,  what 
protection  is  allowed  him  then  ?  The  same  ar- 
gument may  be  made  as  rcasonahly,  and  be  as 
well  met  in  regard  to  any  other  property  beyond 
the  State.  If  one  holds  a  bond  oi  a  per5ion  in 
another  State  our  courts  aflbrd  no  remedy  for 
recovering  the  debt,  and  yet  the  bond  is  taxed  for 
the  support  of  government  here. 

And  again,  if  the  certificate  is  the  property,  a 
man  who  holds  stock  in  one  of  our  banks,  should 
pay  double  taxes;  first,  on  the  stock  itself,  be- 
cause that  is  property — another  on  the  certificate, 
because  that  is  the  evidence  of  his  property. 

According  to  the  gentleman^s  theory,  a  man 
should  net  pay  any  tax  on  his  bank  stock  located 
here,  if  he  happened  to  reside  beyond  tlie  State, 
because  the  tax  must  be  paid  where  the  certifi- 
cate is  held.  A  man  who  has  stock  in  anottier 
State,  and  lives  among  us,  is  taxed  because  he 
does  not  invest  here — while  one  who  lives  in  an- 
other State,  and  hold?  stock  here,  is  taxed  be- 
cause he  has  invested  here.  You  tax  tlic  proper- 
ty in  one  case  for  being  in  the  State — and  you 
tax  the  man  in  the  other  case,  because  his  prop- 
ertj  is  not  here.  In  the  former  case  we  tax  him 
for  the  protection  actually  atTorded,  and  in  the 
other  respect  of  the  benefits  he  might  derive  from 
our  institations,  if  the  property  were  here.  It 
m  said  this  is  necessary  to  prevent  perf  ons  send- 
ing their  capital  beyond  the  State.  This  is  no 
anairer  to  the  injustice  of  the  act;  and  besides, 
mitead  of  bringing  property  here  for  investment 
we  are  likely  to  drive  the  man  away  too — thus 
losine  a  citizen  with  all  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  expenditure  of  his  revenues 
among  us.  All  these  taxes  can  be  put  on  another 
gfOUDd,  not  liable  to  any  objection. 

Let  us  provide  for  an  mcome  tax  which  will  reach 
the  levenaes,  and  salaries  and  income  of  all  who 
have  no  property  here,  or  which  the  tax  laws  can 
operate.  We  shall  then  make  persons  contribute 
for  the  support  of  government,  in  respect  of  the 
protection  afforded  to  their  persons  as  well  as 
properUr. 

Mr.  T.  repeated  that  he  had  no  intention  to  in- 
terfere With  the  present  system  of  taxation.  We 


are  providing  for  the  future  He  was  for  leaving 
tlie  i)ower  with  the  legislature*.  But,  if  we  make 
any  declaration  on  the  subject,  let  it  be  clear 
and  explicit,  so  as  to  prevent  the  complaints  that 
I  were  made  against  some  of  the  present  laws. 

Mr.  DovALDsoN  replied  briefly  to  gentle- 
men, who  had  spoken  in  favor  of  his  colleague^ 
amendmenL  After  hearing  their  arguments,  his 
opinion  remained  unchanged.  He  recapitulated 
the  points  on  which  he  based  that  opinion.  The 
gentleman  from'  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  did 
not  seem  to  be  aware  that  we  already  taxed  the 
public  loans  of  our  State,  and  the  stocks  held  bv 
non-residents  in  our  State  corporations.  Such 
I  was  the  fact.  He  seemed  to  thmk,  also,  that  we 
were  endeavoring  to  subject  to  taxation,  property 
j  which  heretofore  had  been  exempt.  But  the 
laws  of  the  State  have  all  along  taxed  such  pro- 
perty, and  the  tax  has  been  regularly  collected. 
Whether  the  law  was  consistent  with  the  mean- 
ing of  the  old  bill  of  rights,  was  a  point  which 
had  never  been  contested,  and,  therefore,  there 
had  been  no  decision  u]>on  it,  in  our  supreme 
court.  The  ground  of  the  law  was  that  all  per- 
sonal property,  followed  by  the  person;  and  the 
words  "witliin  the  State,'' in  the  old  bill  of  rights, 
had  been  struck  out  by  the  committee,  in  order 
to  exclude  a  doubt.  It  must  be  remembered, 
further,  that  the  certificate  of  stock,  the  evidence 
of  the  debt,  was  actually  in  the  possession  of  the 
owner. 

Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  differed  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  and  the 
gentleman  from  Prince  George's,  (Mr.  Tuck,) 
who  regarded  protection  to  the  particular  pro- 
perty itself,  tlie  sole  ground  of  taxation,  rro- 
tection  to  the  person — protection  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  business — the  advantages  derived  from 
the  public  expenditures  that  create  or  fostev,  the 
mode  from  which  the  citizen  is  enabled  to  accu- 
mulate wealth — ail  must  be  considered  as  the 
sources  of  the  power  to  impose  taxation.  If  a 
State  had  not  power  to  prevent  immense  masses 
of  wealth  accumulated  here,  from  being  put  out 
of  the  reach  of  taxation,  whilst  its  possessor 
still  enjoys  all  the  advantages  of  his  residence 
and  citizenship,  then  there  can  never  be  an  ap- 
proach to  equality  in  the  distribution  of  the  bur- 
dens of  government.  The  honest  and  patriotic 
must  pay  for  the  dishonest  and  the  rolfish.  If 
such  an  exemption,  as  that  proposed,  is  adopted, 
we  shall  be  obliged,  before  a  great  while,  to  re- 
sort to  an  income  tax  as  tlie  only  adequate  reme- 
dy for  such  injustice. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  collection  of  the  tax 
was  impracticable.  This  was  a  mistake.  Some 
frauds  and  evasions  would  take  place  under  every 
system  of  tax  laws.  The  honest  always  have  to 
contribute  more  than  their  due  proportion  ;  but 
with  the  present  provisions  of  our  law,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  dispose  of  one  specific  piece  of 
property,  and  get  a  deduction  on  the  assessment 
books  on  account  of  it,  without  answering,  on 
oath,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  purcnase 
money  received  has  been  applied,  and  the  new 
investment  would  be  at  once  changed  on  those 
books.  If,  however,  this  exemption  prevails, 
any  amount  of  property  may  be  deducted  from 
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the  assessment,  provided  the  proceeds  are  to  be 
invested  in  stock  of  other  States. 

In  regard  (o  the  policy  of  these   tax-laws,  he 
difiered  ioio  calo,  from  the  gentleman  from  Frede- 
rick, (Mr.  Thomas.)    That  gentleman  thought 
the  exemption  proposed,  was  good  policy,  and 
that  it  was  good  policy  to  tax  the  public  loans  of 
our  own  State,  and  the  stocks  of  our  Slate  insti- 
tutions held  by  non-residents.     He,  (Mr.  D.,) 
had  already  endeavored  to  show  the  impolicy  of 
exempting,  from  taxation,  stocks  in  other  States, 
held  by  our  own  citizens;  and  it  seemed  to  him 
clear,  tnat  to  tax  the  investments  of  non-residents 
in  our  State,  had  the  direct  effect  of  discouraging 
foreign  capitalists,  from  sending  their  capital 
here  to  assist  us  in  the  various  enterprises,  roads, 
canals,  factories,  furnaces,  and  the  like,  which 
require  associated  wealth.    He  thought  such  dis- 
couragement injudicious.    In  regard  to  taxing 
our  own   Maryland  stock,  it  always  seemed  to 
him  a  breach  of  faith  with  our  creditors.    Be- 
fore any  direct  tax  existed  here,  we  borrowed 
millions  of  dollars,  on  a  solemn  pledge  to  pay  a 
stipulated  interest,  and  after  the  money  was  re- 
ceived and  expended,  we  said,  we  will  not  pay 
you  the  stipulated  interest,  but  will  deduct  a  por- 
tion of  it  in  tlie  shape  of  taxation.    In  tliis  he 
asrced  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from  Prince 
George's,  [Mr  Tuck,]  and  stated  thai  if  he  could 
have  accomplished  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  State 
stock,  when  he  was  in  the  Legislature,  he  would 
have  done  bo. 

Mr.  CwiNN  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arun- 
del. It  was  true  that  the  words  "within  the  State" 
were  in  the  old  Bill  of  Rights,  but  it  did  not  fol- 
low that  it  was  prudent  to  retain  them.  The 
reaaoD  of  the  case  should  be  considered. 

The  right  to  lax  property,  real  or  personal,  is 
derived  from  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  gov- 
ernment, by  which  protection  is  afforded.  It 
cannot  exist  without  nuch  aid,  and  it  must  be  de- 
rived from  the  individuals  over  whom  its  nilo  is 
extended,  or  from  the  property  which  lies  within 
its  jurisdiction.  Protection  to  property,  is  as  es- 
sential as  protection  to  persons,  for  the  peace, 
good  order,  and  duration  of  society;  and  protec- 
tion to  property  is  not  only  extended  by  the  State 
orer  that  which  lies  within  its  own  borders,  but, 
from  the  nature  of  our  confederacy  to  that  also 
which  is  beyond  its  borders.  If  a  citizen  of  Ma- 
ryland is  deprived  of  property  situated  in  anotlier 
State,  ho  is  enabled,  by  virtue  of  tliis  privilege, 
to  use  the  judicial  power  of  the  Federal  Union, 
>md  to  enforce  his  rights  by  its  aid,  if  need  be.  It 
is  right  therefore,  that  he  should  contribute  his 
share  towards  the  support  of  that  State  Gorern- 
ment  from  who^e  existence  he  derives  this  privi- 
lege. The  same  argument,  which  makes  it  pro- 
per that  the  citizen  should  contribute  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  State,  which  affords  shelter  to  the 
property  within  its  limits,  renders  it  proper  also 
that  he  should  contribute  towards  the  upholding 
of  Die  civil  power  of  that  State,  which  as  a  party 
to  the  Union,  gives  him  a  riglit  to  resort  to  the 
Federal  power  of  all  the  States. 

The  objection  has  been  urged  that  the  same 


property  would  be  doubly  taxed,— in  Virgtoii, 
for  instance,  if  located  there, — and  in  Maryland, 
if  the  owner  resides  in  this  State.  If  it  were,tlui 
would  constitute  no  objection.  Our  cttiiens  ob- 
tain the  protection  of  the  Virginia  courts,  sad 
should  pay  their  share  towards  their  support. 
They  have  protection  also  to  themselves,  whUs 
resident  here,  from  the  f  ower  of  the  Slate  of 
Mar)')and,  and  should  contribute  to  its  support 
also. 

The  argument  turned  chiefly  upon  the  proprie- 
ty of  taxing  personal  property.  This  sug^Bili 
itself  roost  readily  as  a  subject  of  taxation,  be- 
cause it  follows  the  person  in  the  contemplatka 
of  law.  But  the  reason  of  the  rule  is  the  ssM 
with  relation  to  real  property  as  in  reference  to 
personal.  If  the  Legislature  chooses  to  diseriw- 
nate,  it  it  in  its  discretion ;  but  no  argument  eia 
properly  be  founded  on  the  preference  which 
they  may  accord  to  this  source  of  revenue. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  State  and  rounielpsl 
authorities  should  be  deprived  of  the  power  of 
taxnig  the  stock  of  the  State.  He  could  see  no 
reason  for  this.  It  is  true  that  it  is  a  debboT  ths 
State.  But,  nevertheless,  it  is  property,  erestod 
by  the  State  fo  rlhe  common  advantage  whieh de- 
rives protection  from  the  public  law,  and  thevsl- 
ue  of  which,  moreover,  is  sustained  by  our  whole 
system  of  State  government.  It  is  right  and  pnh 
per,  therefore,  that  it  should  do  something  t^ 
ards  the  support  of  that  government  from  which 
it  derives  its  annual  increase  and  protection. 

The  same  argumcut  applies  to  the  city  of  Bsl- 
timorc.  It  contrilmtes  largely  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  whole  State,  and  it  accomplishes  this  eoia 
by  the  influence,  which,  in  its  municipal  capacit| 
it  exercises  over  the  form  and  growth  of  thai 
wealth  and  labor,  which  it  centers  within  Its  lim- 
its. 

It  is  right  and  proper  that  those  who  hold  the 
State  slock,  and  who  have  all  the  benefit  of  that 
personal  security  and  comfort  which  the  ordinaa- 
ces  of  a  city  afiford,  should  contribute  toth 
maintenance  of  the  civil  power  of  the  commoiiit 
itself.    There  is  rciison  and  justice  in  the  rah 
and  it  should  not  be  interfered  with. 

Mr.  TncK  said,  the  first  part  of  the  gentlemaa^ 
argument  answered  the  last.  He  now  consider- 
ed that  gentlemen  on  the  other  s  ide  had 
abandoned  the  argument.  You  cannot  tax  the 
land  of  your  citizens  in  V'irginia,  or  the  negroes 
on  it,  because  you  cannot  get  at  them  to  colleet 
the  tax.  TaxUion  and  protection  go  hand  in 
band.  You  cannot  tax  where  you  cannot  pn- 
tect. 

Mr.  GwiNN  explained. 

Mr.  Tuck  raid,  the  gentleman  from  Aois 
Arundel,  referred  to  the  money  spent  in  Balti- 
more on  harbors.  The  property  out  of  the  Stats 
derives  no  protection  from  these  harbors,  nobsB- 
cflt  from  them  whatever;  yet,  it  is  taxed  for  their 
support.  An  individual  is  taxed  properly  so  br 
as  ho  is  protected  in  his  trade  or  occupatioiu 
But  it  is  unjust  to  tax  him  further,  if  the  legi»> 
lature  thought  proper  to  lay  a  tax  on  dogs  for  the 
benefit  of  sheep,  let  them  do  it.  The  proeeeds 
of  a  dog  tax  have  been  estimated  at  $50,000  a 
year,  at  one  doUar  per  head.  Let  the  legislature 
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net  a  Ui,  and  if  the  people  are  dissatis-  Mr.  Toes  asked  if  it  would  not  be  neeemry 
ill  gif  e  them  an  opportunity  to  carry  the  to  take  out  letters  of  administration  in  the  State 
of  the  constitutionality  of  ttie  law  to  the  from  which  the  stock  iwiued,  in  order  to  transfer 
at  lenl  tribunal.  it  to  the  representatives  of  the  deceased,  or  to 

m»  NawcoMEa  desired  the  gentleman  |  collect  it. 

ace  George's,  (Mr.  Tuck,)  to  answer  i  Mr.  Wblls  resumed,  and  said  that  it  would  be 
Uon.  It  was  this:  whether  the  gentle- 1  necessary,  but  that  in  such  cases,  letters,  he  be- 
•klered  stocks  or  certificates  of  stocks  .  lieved,  were  always  granted  to  the  person  charged 
States,  held  here  as  personal  property  with  the  administration  of  the  ertate  in  the  ooun- 
lie  SUte?  I  ty  of  that  State  of  which  Uie  owner  died  a  resi- 

'vcK  said,  he  did  not.  I  dent,  and  this  was  only  necessary  in  some  cases, 

DBV  NfiwcoMER.    If  I  hold  a  private  se-  [  for  it  did  not  apply  at  all,  as  he  conceived,  to 


a  gentleman  in  Virginia  or  Pennsylva- 
lat  personal  property  within  the  State? 
DCS.    I  do  not  so  consider  it — nor  re- 
us subject  to  taxation. 


that  class  of  stocks  of  which  bonds  with  coupons 
attached  was  the  evidence,  for  as  no  reconl  of 
them  was  kept,  no  transfer  was  necessary,  and 
parsing  as  they  did  by  delivery,  possession  con- 
i^BLLs,  of  Anne  Arundel,  asked  the  indul-  i  ferred  the  power  on  the  executor  or  administra- 
'  the  Convention  for  a  few  minutes,  as  he  j  tor  to  sell  them  and  to  distribute  them,  and  a 
ipinbn  tliat  diflirultics,  not  belonging  to  :  lar£re  portion  were  of  this  description,  they  being 
set  had  surrounded  it,  and  that  members  i  invented  and  used  expressly  with  a  view  to  pre- 
t  embarrassed  in  their  vote  by  u  miaappre- 1  vent  tlic  residence  of  the  owner  being  knewn,  and 
if  the  question.  Some  gentlemen  seemed  '  in  order  that  the  laws  might  be  evaded, 
tliat  we  were  about  to  introduce  a  novel  [     But  it  has  been  ur^d  that  you  should  not  tax 


taxation ;  but  this  was  altogether  a  mis- 
!p  far  as  the  stocks  of  other  States,  bonds, 
e.,  were  concerned,  the  effect  of  the  arti- 


this  description  of  pro|>erty,  because  our  laws 

could  not  protect  the  ritizen  in  the  enjoyment  of 

_  it ;  but  this  he  denied,  because  if  your  certificate 

•ported,  being  merely  to  continue  the  \  of  sto<!k  or  bcmd,  or  other  evidence  of  debt,  wax 

DOW  in  existence,  in  relation  to  the  right    stolen,  the  courts  were  open  to  redrcis  as  much 


ate  to  tax  the  stocks,  &c.,  of  other  States, 
now  done,  and  from  which  tlie  S:^tate  de- 
isiderable  revenue,  the  whole  of  which 


tax,  when  they  can  purchase  good 
I  other  States,  free  from  taxation.  And, 
t,  the  deficiency  produced  in  the  receipts 
treasury,  will  Se  materially  increased  by 


fio  an  if  you  witc  robbed  of  any  other  species  of 
personal  property  that  miglit  be  in  your  house,  or 
upon  any  part  of  your  prtnni^es.  And  if  a  forgery 
Oft,  and  much  more,  if  the  amendment  |  was  coinniitted,  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
revail,  because  it  will  necessarily  drive  i  laws  did  not  dintinguish  between  the  rights  be- 
UDOunt  of  capital  from  our  States  for  it '  longing  to  you  an  the  owner  of  sturks,  or  other 
e  expected,  and  will  not,  he  thought,  be  ■  private  securities  due  from  other  States,  or  corpo- 
>d,  that  capitalists  will  invest  their  money  ',  rations  or  citizens  of  otlier  States,  or  of  this 
ocks,  which  are  burthened  with  a  con-  |  State. 

In  conclusion,  he  repeated,  that  the  ellcct  of 
the  article  was  not  to  introduce  a  novel  mode 
of  taxation  and  unsettle  the  present  system,  but 
quite  the  reverse ;  for  if  the  amendment  was 
D  the  lc»s  occasioned  by  releai^ine  from  I  adopted,  a  change  would  indeed  follow,  for  ad- 
the  stocks  which  are  now  taxed,  tlie  loss  j  ditional  revenue  laws  would  have  to  be  pasped  to 

0  the  amount  of  capital  which  by  this  |  supply  the  deficiency  which  would  be  produrrd 
if  proceeding  will  seek  investment  else-  '  in  the  receipts  of  the  treasury  by  this  change,  and 

And  he  desired  to  impress  upon  the  con-  '  the  landed  interest  would  have  to  be  taxed  to  meet 
m  of  tlie  Convention,  the  fact,  that  all    the  deficit, 
may  have  to  be  supplied  by  an  addition-       Mr.   Bowie  said,  it  seemed  to  him  that  we 

1  the  landed  interest,  and  the  amount  was  '  ought  to  adopt  this  amendment.  If  he  under- 
ore  considerable  than  gentlemen  seemed  stood  the  matter,  the  Court  of  Appeals  has  deci- 
•e,  for  he  had  known  upwards  of  one ',  dcd  that,  underthe  Bill  of  Rights,  the  Legislature 

thousand  dullars  invested  by  citizens  of,  had  tlie  power  to  impose  the:>e  taxes.  It  would 
til  in  foreign  stocks;  and,  therefore,  gen-  |  oe  competent  for  the  Legi>lature.  under  this  Bill 
iould  estimate  for  themselves  the  proba-  j  of  Rights  to  tax  the  real  estate  of  a  citizen  ofMa- 
I  amount  throughout  the  State,  thus  in-  ,  ryland,  lying  out  of  the  limits  of  the  State.   The 

fact  of  its  being  out  of  the  State  would  not  afieet 
the  rijrht  of  the  State  to  tax  this  descrip-  I  tliis  power  of  the  Uxislalure;  and  the  Legisla- 


property  he  had  no  doubt,  for  in  contcm- 
of  law,  it  is  attached  to  the  person  of  the 
ind  when  he  dies,  his  executor  or  admin- 
reternk  it  to  the  Orphan's  court  as  a  part 
■eti,  and  it  is  distributed  to  his  repre- 
es,  not  according  to  the  laws  of  tlie  State 
lich  tlie  stock  issued,  but  in  conformity 
)  laws  of  the  State  of  which  the  owner 
nident;  and  so,  also,  with  regard  to  bonds 
ts  and  other  evidences  of  debt  due  by  citi- 
otlier  States  to  citizens  of  this  State. 
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ture  might  prescribe  a  mode  in  which  the  value 
of  such  property  could  l)e  ascertained.  Now 
he  never  could  consent  to  such  a  proposition 
with  such  a  result.  He  thought  stocks  or  bonds 
might  be  taxed,  but  that  bonds  out  of  the 
State  ought  not.  Foreign  stociks  are  now  tax- 
ed under  the  old  Bill  of  Rights.  The  conitti- 
tutionality  of  the  law  has  never  been  tested. 
If  the  gentleman  would  include  the  idea  that 
land  and  negroes  should  not  be  taxed  out  of  the 
State,  but  that  property  in  stocks  and  boud^ 
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should,  it  should  baye  his  support  But  if  the 
proposition  is  that  the  Legislature  may  tax  real 
estate  out  of  the  Stale  he  could  not  vote  for  it 

Mr.  Merrick  thoiiirht  ii  would  be  best  to  leave 
the  article  as  it  is.  There. are  kinds  of  sticks 
out  of  the  State  which  it  is  impossible  to  reach. 
The  effect  of  the  claua<*  woula  be  to  leave  it  to 
the  Legislature  to  decide  what  kind  of  pn^perty 
ought  to  be  taxed.  Tou  thus  leave  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Legislature  to  ux  property  bevond 
the  limits  of  the  State,  while  you  tie  it  down 
from  taxing  within  the  State.  It  does  not  neces- 
sariiv  follow  that  the  Legislature  will  do  a  fool- 
ish thing,  but  it  would  he  much  better  to  leave 
the  clause  as  It  is.  By  grafting  on  the  proTision 
the  word  **propos^,"  >•  u  tie  up  the  Legislature. 
He  had  heard  of  citizens  of  Maryland  who  had 
exchanged  their  properly  within  the  State  for 

Property  out  of  its  limits  to  avoid  the  taxes. 
^  'his  was  yery  wrong,  and  ought  to  be  prevented 
if  the  Legislature  can  prevent  it.  He  would  vote 
against  all  amendments,  and  for  the  clause  as  it 
stands. 
Mr.  Spencer  expressed  his  hope  that  the  sug- 

Sstion  of  the  gentleman  from  Charles  (Mr. 
errick)  would  be  acquiesced  in.  He  thought 
it  dangerous  to  touch  the  article.  It  was  in  con- 
formity with  our  revenue  system.  Our  State  has 
had  an  arduous  struggle  to  get  through  her  finan- 
cial difficulties.  She  has,  however,  sustained  hei^ 
self,  but  if  we  change  the  article  and  take  the 
amendment  proposed,  we  may  be  involved  in  dif- 
ficulty. He  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  the 
Sower  and  the  policy  to  tax  stocks  out  of  the 
tate  held  bv  our  own  citizens.  These  stocks 
are  protected  as  efficiently  by  our  laws  as  the 
person  of  the  owner,  or  the  horse  which  belongs 
to  liini.  Th-3  law  gives  him  full  protection  for 
his  prop<.rty. 

The  getiliem'tn  fr  m  Annapolis  had  well  de* 
fined  ihe  praection  ulnch  is  SLJOfordod  by  the  law, 
a^oi'i^t  larctn^,  i''tig*ry,  •  r  any  tort  in  the  way 
if  'respuSA  (r  trover'  lie  Lad,  therefore,  no 
doubt  ii<*  to  t(>e leg  1  ii}i(ht.  ^or  did  he,  for  a 
iuoii:«*i>t.  Iip«iia'«*  si<*  tn  the  policy  of  exercising 
i'  If  you  lax  your  State  stucks,  and  exempt  cer- 
tifict'si .  i  ijiitri  n  biu4'k»,  I  eld  by  resident  citi- 
zmiit  }•  u  t^iJi  drive  e^ery  cspitilist  out  of  the 
^  tile.  III  iiive  t  hi!t  iiione>  iiioUitr  stocks.  Thus 
« ur  ^t«>  k*  wo  hi  be  depreciated  and  comjpara- 
iiv«  \j  ibliie.iv!** .  a*  d  ti  e  fmther  effect  would  be, 
t  bt  wea  ih  and  liixur.  would  escape  taxation, 
will  s*  II  wi.iilii  i»il  oi  those  less  able  to  bear  it^— 
pr  nei,  a  ly  on  the  lanm  o'der. 

1*h.i  leeiitieuihn  irom  irioce  George's,  (Mr. 
Tuck,)  i»  also  opp<i!*ed  to  taxing  our  public 
st»  k%  He.  ( VI I  d..)  saw  no  reason  why  they 
t>hoii  d  n  Untaxed,  if  they  were  now  in  the 
huud«  tif  t..e  p  rMu  s  who  had  loaned  their 
m'>n('}  u|»n(i  tlitin.  at  fir^t  view,  there  might  ap- 
pear to  re  stome  cnscienoe  in  the  proposition, 
liiii  f  ven  tl  is  wuiild  not  stand  the  test  of  scrutiny. 
It  wa«  but  au  investment  of  capital  in  one  kind  of 
securi'v  :u  ^  leferr  i  re  to  anoUit^r,  and  there  was 
nu  i-eas  n  v  by  •  apital  invested  in  one  mode 
rKr/u'd  i  c  lastd,  }«i>d  not  in  another,  it  was  the 
^  ->i  I  iiixui>  u» « r*  w  r  found,  aid  the  rule  in 
le   rcuce  .0  it  bhould  be  universal.    But,  in  ad- 


dition, this  venr  stock  hai,  to  a  gretl  exteiiL  Pis- 
sed into  other  bands,  than  the  origmtl  hoMBi^ 
At  one  time  it  was  at  a  very  low  vaJae  in  maitoi, 
and  a  subject  of  speculation.  ImnmM  intsM- 
ments  have  been  made  in  It,  and  at  coonMMH 
profit.  In  every  view  of  the  eaae,  it  was  joM 
and  right  to  tax  it 

Mr.  Dorset  stated  that  he  was  not  diipoied  la 
make  a  speech  at  thia  late  hour  of  the  day.  Ths 
question  is,  if  we  shall  he  allowed  to  tax  pnpeitf 
belonging  to  citizens  of  this  Bute,  lyinc  in  olhsr 
States,  and  stocks  of  other  States  iield  bw  elfi- 
zens  of  Maryland?  He  would  give  an  afenn- 
tive  answer.  What  injustice  was  there  in  doi«| 
so?  If  our  capitalists  sent  out  their  moniyie 
buy  the  stocks  of  other  States  aheadrtheiitn- 
ed,  they  would  be  able  to  purchase  at  low«ial»; 
no  injustice  would  be  done  tliem.  Tha  qiOMta 
is,  if  persons  who  send  their  capital  out  of  Ike 
State  to  loan  on  security,  or  boy  stocks,  ■sfbi 
taxed  on  such  property?  Of  the  eonstitutioos% 
ofsnchtax,  he  had  no  doubt.  The  ontyqMs- 
tion  relates  to  its  expedienoy.  The  eonstKBttoB- 
al  right  to  impose  such  tax  cannot  be  doiililBd. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  the  policy  of  the  aet,  ud  be 
was  not  aware  that  any  injustice  would  bedoae 
to  the  purchaser  of  such  stock.  Sound  pofiej 
dictates  to  us,  to  encourage  the  institutioni  « 
our  own  State,  and  not  to  drive  eaphal  awsj 
from  us,  for  uivestment  in  other  States.  Ws 
ooeht  to  be  careful  not  to  insert  hi  our  bill  sf 
rights  an  article  which  would  prevent  the  fW- 
perity  of  the  institutions  of  our  own  Stale. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  that  we  were  now  abaH  Is 
decide,  if  we  will  insert  an  article  on  the  saltfist 
of  the  taxation  of  real  and  personal  proparty, 
which  shall  bind  the  legislature  and  our  poiferitr, 
and  in  doing  which  we  are  fixing  an  eternal  iws 
of  right.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  proceed  with 
great  caution,  not  suffering  our  judgment  to.  bs 
misled  by  the  excited  and  overdrawn  pieliiieB 
which  have  been  presented  us  of  stoekiiolden, 
made  wealthy  by  speculations  in  stocks,  and  liv- 
ing In  luxury,  and  of  poor  men  contributingftai 
their  small  means  to  the  revenue  of  the  IMs; 
but  to  act  with  clear  and  correct  views  of  ths 
effect  of  the  measure.  He  thought  the  kgisli- 
ture  might  devise  a  mode  of  assessing  the  vbIk 
of  real  estate  held  by  any  of  the  citizens  of  Ma- 
ryland out  of  the  State;  it  might,  for  loilnee, 
reouire  the  oath  of  the  owner  to  a  statemsatof  iti 
value.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  clanM,  be- 
cause it  gives  a  discretion  to  the  leglilanrs  to 
tax  real  estate  beyond  the  limits  of  tM  Stale,  si 
well  as  stocks  and  foreign  securities. 

Mr.  Randall,  at  a  late  hour,  took  the  ioVi 
and  yield^  to  a  motion  that  the  Conveatfoa  t^ 
joum. 

The  Convention  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Ravdall  not  pressing  his  right  to  Ihs 
floor, 

Mr.  Michael  Nswcomer  demanded  ths  |n- 
vious  question. 

But,  by  general  consent,  the  quesUoo  en  Ihs 
amendment  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  wis 
rejeoted. 

And  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Tucx  was  leiec* 
ted. 
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MHUon  theo  neurring  on  the  adoption 
irtoeDth  article  of  the  report  of  the  com- 

cauT  moTed  to  amend  the  uid  article 
ing  out  in  the  fourth  line  thereof,  the 
letnal  worth  in.*' 
■eadment  was  rejected. 
nn.BT  moTcd  to  amend  the  said  article 
ing  after  the  word  *•  property/*  in  the 
tbereof,  the  following: 
hm  legislature  shall,  at  its  first  sesiion  af- 
iloptioo  of  this  Constitution,  provide  a 
nl  mode  by  which  the  actual  worth  in 
personal  property  of  any  individual  in 
ahall  be  ascertained." 
KWie  explanations  by  Messrs.  Schlbt, 
ind  Merrick, 

iMlion  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
tad. 
ktaenth  article  of  the  report  was  then 

he  Gonyeotion  adjourned,  until  to-mor- 
avan  o*clock. 


TUESDAY,  February  11th,  1851. 

MiTention  met  at  eleven  o^clock. 

bj  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graitfp. 

U  of  the  members  was  called. 

«nial  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  on 

■LBT,  was  amended  by  substitutmg,  in 
JiDent,the  word  **every,'*'  in  lieu  of 
I  erroneously  recorded. 

MR.  M*CULLOGB,  OP  CECIL. 


of  Mr.  Miller,  it  was 
mI;  That  it  be  entered  upon  the  journal, 
MeOillough,  is  detained  fVom  his  seat 
Bveiition  by  the  severe  illness  of  a  mem- 
fcmUv." 

tionof  Mr.  McMaster,  it  was 
1^  That  it  be  entered  upon  the  journal 
•  Lambden,  an  officer  of  this  Oonven- 
lafaied  at  home  in  consequence  of  the 
Us  wife." 

worn,  presented  a  memorial  of  H.  J. 
ibert  White,  Peter  F.  Young,  William 
rner,  and  others  of  the  Marion  Total 
m  Society,  praying  some  constitutional 
I  lor  the  cause  of  Temperance; 
was  read,  and 
MitioD  of  Mr.  GwiKM, 
id  to  the  committee  on  the  Legislative 
int. 

ttOAV  presented  an  account  of  O.  J. 
clerk  to  commissioners  of  tax  for  Sl 
unty; 

was  read,  and 
lotion  of  Mr.  MoRGAWr 
d  to  the  committee  on  Accounts, 
ion  of  Mr.  Phblfb,  it  was 
d.  That  the  committee  upon  apportion- 
repreaeDtation  be,  and  they  are  hereby 


directed,  toenqtre  into  the  proprie'^  and  expe- 
diency of  Ml  ciiaMgi  g  th*  piv»*-'  t  ba  a  of  repie- 
sentation  In  the  Hot le of  Del<*g»  m  .nt  deduct 
one  member  fiom  each  county,  i  id  ibe  iiy  of 
Baltimorif 

The  Pi  BSiDENT.  pr»  Inn.,  r^V***  f  r  repor  »  nf 
committe«-s  and  slsu  form  iii  ri>  n  i  rij>  anu  ru- 
solutioiis,  but  none  «frrri;  pifMtn'id  or  made. 

THE  aiLL  OP  a  G'>T8. 

The  Convention  resum^'d  the  rom>ider;itinn  of 
the  order  of  the  day,  iirin<  t  e  i«*p  rt  ut  »i  • 
committee  on  the  dec-lara  ion  o(  ri^liiK. 

The  qaestioii  was  on  the  a  i  piicn  of  the  fol- 
lowing preamble: 

*' We,  the  Delegate*  ofMar^laod  in  Convin- 
tion  assembled,  taking  into  our  luo  t  m  riiMis  •  i  n- 
sideration,  the  best  means  of  eUbiiHinii^  «  gmd 
Constitution  in  this  State,  n^cLAab.** 

Mr.  DAsaii.lL  movedtoainendihebaid  pream- 
ble, by  inserting  tfter  the  wonl  ** Maryland,**  in 
the  first  line,  these  words,  *- representing  the 
counties  and  city  of  Baltimore  ^ 

The  preamble,  as  amended,  «ouUl  ilien  read 
as  follows: 

*'We,tlie  Delegates  of  Va'-vltiiid,  repreiient'ng 
the  counties  and  the  city  oi  batik.K/ift.  in  C*  it- 
vention  assembled,  taki  g  into  oui-  nH»-t  ve'itua 
consideration,  the  k>t*i  nit'^ofi  of  «st.ih|M..i.ga 
good  Constitution  in  UiioM  te  i>kct.Ai-K  '' 

Mr.  D.  said  hieotj'Ct  m  pixipoNing  th:»amf  ml- 
ment,  was  to  plaf*e  upon  ref^iM  »  lari  « liich  ex- 
isted, and  by  so  doinic  he  re.i'  vOil  tiie  piciimb  it, 
as  reported  by  the  (oniiuittie.  of  all  biunijinity. 
The  preamble,  without  ili«-  auiemlm  nt.  ad'uil  uf 
a  construction  whicli  thH  faiM»  d  »  ii'ti  wariii  t, 
and  he  thought  it  exped  ent  a*  d  winsr  to  p  uce  it 
beyond  the  possibilitv  of  cavil  mdiioubl.  lie 
wished  it  to  tell  but  the  one  tale  aid  that  tKe 
truth.  No  one  ca'i  deny  the  fart,  that  we  Hre 
here  as  Delegates  uf  Mar^Iard,  rcytn  iK-uiii.g  the 
counties  and  the  citv  of  B  Ituuore — that  w  ,  in 
the  aggregate,  are  the  renu  t  of  un  a|>|x»r:iMi,. 
ment— that  each  cou  ty  ha»  up«>ii  ihin  flvr  a 
separate  and  distinct  delegation.  Mr.  D.  advert- 
ed to  the  fact  that  the  preamble  t  the  C'unMiitu- 
tioii  of  the  United  States  had  Levn  a  iimiter  of 
great  controversy,  and  from  it  the  adv  urates  of 
two  great  doctrines,  deduced  arguments  i.i  lavor 
of  each.  One  he  believed,  had  the  letter  in  its 
favor, the  other,  the  facts.  One  favored  consoli- 
dation, the  other,  confederation.  Now  the  pre- 
amble as  reported  by  the  committee  will  admit  of 
a  like  double  construction.  He  hoped  the  Con- 
vention wouUi  see  the  propriety  of  adopting  the 
amendment  and  thereby  rid  the  preamble  of  its 
present  ambiguity. 

Mr.  GwiMK  expressed  his  unwillingness  that 
the  Convention  should  act  upon  a  proposition  of 
this  character  without  some  consideration.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  was  not  only  a  change  of 
phraseology , but  that  it  involved  some  assertions  as 
to  the  political  relation  which  tlie  counties  bore  to 
each  other  utterly  at  variance  with  the  fact.  The- 
members  of  this  Convention  were  not  delegates 
of  the  counties,  but  of  the  State  of  Maryiand. 
And  if  the  inference  was  to  be  drawn  that  they 
were  here  as  the  representatives  of  distinct  muni- 


eipaltties,  the  idea  was  an  erroneoiu  one,  and 
vhould  not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment  by  this  Con- 
vpntion.  They  were  not  here  as  repreKntativee 
,  r)f  the  counties,  but  as  reprei^entatives  of  the 
State'  of  Maryland,  returned  merely  by  its  muni- 
cipal diviitiuiiK.  '  Ileforo  the  Convention  was 
rjilled  upun  to  vote,  he  deaired  the  gentleman  to 
■tate  wtiat  theory  he  proponed  to  inculcate  by  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Parke  gave  notice  that  he  should  ofl'er  the 
following  as  a  substitute  lor  the  said  preamble : 

**We,  the  people  of  Maryland,  grateful  to  Al- 
miffhiv  God  foronp.own  freedom,  in  order  to  eii- 
tablish  justice,  maintain  public  order,  and  per- 
petDite  libeity,  do  ordain  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  OVB. 

^*8telkn  1.  That  the  essential  principles  of  lib- 
erty RDd  free  OovemiDent,  may  be  truly  recogni- 
nd,  and  analterRbly  established,  we  declare."* 

Mr.  Dashikll  then  spoke  in  reply  to  the  inquiry 
of  Mr.  GwiNN,  and  in  vindication  of  the  principle 
intended  to  be  asserted  by  his  (Mr.  D*s.)  amend- 
ment. 1'he  sketch  of  his  remarks  will  be  pub- 
lished hereafter. 

Mr.  jRKircR  could  not  discover  any  beneficial 
effect,  he  said,  that  could  result  from  the  amend- 
ment. He  went  for  the  substance,  not  for  the 
shadow.  He  would  go  as  far  as  any  roan  to  pro- 
tert  the  interests  of  the  counties,  but  ke  was  not 
willing  to  admit  that  he  came  here  as  a  repreien- 
tatrve  from  Charles  county  only.  If  the  gentle- 
man intended  that  a  new  principle  was  to  be  en- 
grafted on  the  Constitution,  he  (Mr.  J.)  would 
like  to  understand  precisely  what  it  was. 

Mr.  GwiNN  said : 

That  the  phraseology  which  the  gentleman 
proposed,  was  ambiguous  in  meaning.  If  intend- 
ed only  as  a  designation  of  the  localities  from 
which  we  came,  there  was  no  serious  mischief 
in  the  words^but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
meant  as  an  assertion  of  the  theory  that  the  coun- 
ties and  city  of  Baltimore,  were  parties  to  the 
old  compact  and  to  the  new  arrangement  in  their 
municipai  capacities— it  was  utterly  unfounded. 
And  since  tlie  words  which  the  gentleman  pro- 
p<Bed  to  insert,  were  of  a  doubtful  meaning,  it 
was  better  to  adhere  to  terms,  about  which 
there  could  be  no  mistake. 

The  theory  of  county  compact  had  been  urged 
many  times  in  the  legislature.  It  had  been  re- 
motely hinted  at  during  the  last  session.  But  it 
was  strange  that  any  one  who  took  the  least 
pains  to  examine  the  history  of  the  State, 
could  use  language  which  admitted  by  construc- 
tion, of  such  a  theory.  He  would  state  a  few 
Cacts,  which  would  place  the  counties  in  their 
uue  light,  as  constituent  portions  of  the  Slate. 

The  eountpr  of  St.  Mary^s  was  undefined  by 
any  boundaries  when  first  alluded  to  in  our  early 
reoords.  It  was  the  part  of  tlie  Province  which 
lay  around  the  infant  colony. 

The  lines  of  Kent  county  were  equally  uncer- 
tain, it  was  the  whole  shore  opposite  to  Kent  Is- 
land, which  was  then  a  oommanderate,  as  it  was 
Urmed.  They  were  so  termed  only  to  disthiguish 
the  localities  to  which  reference  was  made.  The 


assembly,  which  sat  in  1630,  n^  camaoiaa  af 
fourteen  members,  chosen  by  eight  hmmradi.  It 
was  in  this  year  that  the  upper  and  lower  Houats 
were  separated.  The  counties  existhi|f  at  tbat 
time  were  geographical  divisions  only.  Tb*  po- 
litical power  residing  in  the  hundreds,  into  wbidi 
the^were  divided.  In  1659,  the  lower  Hows, 
until  then  occasionally  occupied  by  soiaa  aa«- 
bers.who  were  summoned  by  the  proprietor,  ta 
made  to  consist  of  delegates  onlj,  and  Iciiir  Wfia 
called  from  each  county.  This  coui^y  feytfaa 
continued  until  1681;  and  in  the  intarriltl,  tva. 
three,  or  four,  were  called  from  each  cqnm^  IC 
the  ]ileasure  of  the  proprietor.  In  1681,  fe 
number  was  reduced  to  two  in  each  ootfnty  by 
ordinance;  and  in  1692,  four  were  allowed  la 
each  county  in  the  lower  Hduse;  And  ih  ITK, 
four  was  adopted  as  the  permanent  nunberfti 
each  county,  and  two  for  each  city  or  bofoii|||i, 
which  might  be  created.  The  CoMtlUitlDB  sf 
1776  adopted  this  law  of  1716,  in  the  onuto- 
tion  of  the  lower  House.  The  coobtik  wva 
then,  what  they  had  been  in  1716,  only  oor^on- 
tions — some  created  by  mere  order  in  eodaeil, 
and  some  by  act  of  the  assembly.  The  idea  of 
their  political  independency  is  utterly  unfonrif 
ed. 

The  bistort  of  the  Convention  which  adopUd 
the  Constitution,  shows  this.  1'he  counties  wsia 
represented  in  the  Convention  ei|uaUyv  baflMBS 
they  were  equal  in  the  representation  aJloiradv- 
der  the  law  of  1716.  The  same  sgfata*  wai 
adopted,  because  the  Inequality  in  DOpohtiBe 
was  not  then  very  marked,  and  for  the,  nMaa, 
also,  that  the  existence  of  a  wnr  in  whic^  ths 
common  safety  was  involved,  made  it  inezpadkit 
to  quarrel  about  details  of  power. 

In  the  early  Conventions,  the  countiea  voMss 
counties.  But  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
page  176,  of  the  journal  of  that  GooTentiDa,  that 
the  Constitution  was  adopted  by  a  veiy  difinnt 
rule.  Until  the  22d  June,  171^6,  all  iroCes  ma 
determined  by  a  majority  of  couotiea,  and  tka 
majority  of  a  county  delegation,  liad  the  rl|iil  b 
cast  the  vote  of  the  county.  Now ,  on  the  dav  re* 
ferred  to,  it  was  resolved,  that  all  votea  abowbs 
determined  by  a  majority  of  members.  Undv 
this  rule  any  article  could  have  been  oirried,  tad 
tlie  whole  Constitution  adopted  by  a  niMiriQr 
of  counties.  For  instance,  say  there  wnra  iwttn 
counties — seven  would  be  a  m^ority.  Iflkna, 
out  of  five  delegates,  could  cast  the  vola  of  a 
county,  twenty-one  would  carrr  a  maanti 
against  the  fourteen  neptivea  in  tne  aenin  cMl* 
ties,  and  the  twenty-five  negatives  in  the  M 
counties,  supposing  them  all  to  vole  the  saas 
wa;|[,  makinff  in  all  thirty-nine.  But,  wUiajlhs 
majority  rule  was  adopted,  this  could  po  ibibr 
be;  and  the  minority  of  the  countiea  might  A 
the  maiority.  These  enouiries  had  been  MtsnA 
into,  when  the  reform  bill  was  under  dJ^MBiHi 
in  the  House  of  Delegates  last  year;  but  heasft 
no  apoloey  for  renewing  referencea  which  wan 
perhaps  fiiformation  to  some  present,  and  wUdi 
the  theory  stated,  made  necessary. 

This  theory  of  the  political  indiTidualily  of  lbs 
counties,  was  disproved  by  other  clrcunutanocs 
also.    Most  present  were  umiliar  with  the  mlt 
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tb^i^  by  WtiUqKliii  emmty  tgiiint  the  Bidti- 
ipn  and  Ohio  Rau  Roid  company,  to  ncorer 
bm  penalty  of  one  million  dollars,  which  that 
OBpeny  waa  to  have  paid  to  the  uie  of  Wuhing- 
on  county  In  the  CTent  of  failing  to  pursue  a 
peeified  route.  This  might  have  been  regarded 
a  a  eontnct  with  the  counU  if  the  Legislature 
apr—nted  parties  dealinc  ior  it,  and  with  it,  ai 
Oiporate  acents.  And  this  necessarilr  would 
ftte  been  the  construction,  if  there  hao  been  a 
pvttele  of  truth  in  such  a  theory.  The  Legisla- 
n remitted  the  peoaltT,  and  Washington  county 
Uled  to  show  that  the  law  was  unconstitutional. 

Tte  fist  of  the  decision  was  the  merely  po- 
itieal  cnaneter  of  the  county  oreanization.  They 
rt  maaleipal  corporations — nothing  more.  They 
M  badifved,  and  sub-divided— new  arranged 
-oMHermled  even,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  politi- 
al  pofwer  of  the  State,  why  then  encourage  a 
baavy  that  will  lead  only  to  mischievous  results? 

Mr.  Jom  NawcoMaa  gave  notice  of  an  amend- 
■aft  which  will  be  found  hereafter. 

Hr.  Bowie  sugsested  a  modification  of  his 
■NDdmeattoMr.  Dashikll,  which  was  accented. 

Mr.  Tbomas  said,  that  the  amendment  or  the 
aoClaBan  from  8omer8et,(Mr.  Dasheiil,)  was  in 
Iraet  cooflict  with  tlie  language  of  the  law  under 
rhich  we  had  assembled.  It  would  be  seen,  by 
ifcumiu  to  the  first  section  of  the  law  calling  this 
laairenllon,  that  the  people  of  Maryland,  in  the 
ppagate,  were  invited  to  vote  for  and  against 
laCtevention ;  and  in  the  third  section  of  the 
lae  law,  it  is  declared;  that  the  Convention  shall 
■oariile.  If  a  maj[ority  of  all  the  people  of  the 
ttata.  declare  in  tavor  of  such  an  assemblage. 
Ifa  ake  he^ie,  then,  at  the  instance  of  and  with 
olkerlty  of  the  people  of  Maryland.  The  sense 
f  the  leveiai  counties  and  of  the  citv  of  Balti- 
wre,  was  not  taken  separately.  And  it  cannot, 
ijlh  any  propriety,  be  denied  that  the  language, 
I  ii  ii  now  m  the  preamble  to  the  bill  of  rights, 
( true  and  applicable  to  our  proceedings. 

Mt»  s^  the  gentleman  from  Somerset,  the 
iowreatioB  who  adopted  the  present  Constitution 
i  Jiacyknd,  voted  on  questions  arising  therein, 
y  eooatics,  each  county  being  entitled  to  one 
ale*  Even  if  that  was  so,  it  would  not  effect 
ia  ipiestion  now  before  this  Convention.  We 
!•  aot  adopUng  a  preamble  to  the  old  Constitu- 
iea^  bat  we  are  proposing  to  prefix  one  to  the 
Senititatlon  which  we  are  about  to  form.  The 
air  CiJlk^  us  together,  having  been  passed  by 
he  aMmben  of  tne  Senate  and  House  of  Dele- 
■llip^  voting  per  capiu,  and  having  been  sano- 
Hlje4  by  e  majority  of  all  the  people  of  this 
iMiaa  tut  majority  oeing  ascertained  by  their  ag- 

vuiajnntleman  from  Somerset,  would  look  a 
I  fooiier  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
or 1776,  he  would  discover  that  in  adopting 
jMl.lQDBstitution  for  this  State,  the  members  of 
MOoovention  voted  percopilo.  On  some  questions 
m  eenvenience,  the  Convention  had  given  to 
aeh  eounly  a  vote,  but  on  the  final  vote  for  and 
gainflt  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  every 
icinber  of  the  Convention  gave  an  individual 
Die*  As  to  the  supposition,  that  the  gentleman 
mn  Someiaet,  seems  disposed  to  encourage,  that 


the  OoDTention  of  1776,  eonsidered  our  old  Con- 
stitution as  a  "quasi  coofederacv,^'as  Mr.  Mc- 
Mahow,  has  expressed  it,  ic  is  sJtogether  inoon- 
flistcnt  with  the  conduct  of  that  Convention,  in 
having,  without  asking  consent  of  Frederick 
county  .carved  out  of  that,  then  very  large  county, 
the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Washington. 
Now  we  all  know  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  is  a  government  for  a  con- 
ftderaey,  eipressly  denies  to  the  general  govern- 
ment the  power  to  disturb  the  boundaries  of  any 
one  State  of  the  Union,  without  its  consent 

Anticipating  that  the  Convention  would  do 
nothing  to  countenance  the  idea  that  the  old 
Constitution  was  nothing  more  than  articles  of 
flonfederation  between  the  counties  of  the  State 
and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Mr.  Thomas  contend- 
ed that  there  was  nothing  in  the  history  of  its 
adoption  that  would  justify  a  further  continuance 
or  that  rule  of  apportionment,  which  gave  to  the 
counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  represen- 
tation they  now  have,  respectively, in  the  House 
of  Delegates  and  Senate,  and  upon  this  floor  | 

We  had  no  census  showing  accurately  the  po- 
pulation of  the  several  counties  in  the  State  in 
1774.  We  had  tlie  census  taken  by  the  United 
States  in  1790.  By  referring  to  that  census  it 
would  be  found  that  the  population  residing  in 
that  section  of  the  State  who  desire  to  have  a 
new  Constitution,  exceeded  by  a  few  thousand 
only,  the  number  of  the  population  in  that  part  of 
the  State  where  an  amendment  of  the  old  Con- 
stItutMMi  had  been  uniformly  resisted.  From 
this  fact  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that 
sixteen  years  before  that  census  was  taken,  in 
1174,  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Maryland 
resided  in  the  counties  who  have  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  and 
of  the  Senate,  and  a  majoritv  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention.  And  we  may  infer 
that  the  Convention  of  1774,  in  giving  to  each 
county  an  equal  vote  on  some  questions,  acted 
with  great  magnanimity  in  permitting  the  west- 
em  counties  of  the  State  to  have  more  votes  than 
their  population  then  justified.  How  different 
is  the  scene  now  ?  The  population  on  one  border 
of  Maryland  is  three  times  as  great  as  the  popu- 
lation in  the  counties  on  the  eastern  and  west- 
em  side  of  the  bay.  Nevertheless  this  last  named 
section  controls  the  Legislature,  and  has  control 
in  this  Convention.  Against  this  state  of  things 
the  people  of  the  western  counties  came  here  to 
remonstrate.  They  admit  thit  those  brethren 
who  had  the  legislative  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment in  their  hands  are  patriotic,  honest,  and  ca- 
pable. They  claim  to  be  noasessed  of  the  like 
qualifications  to  make  good  citizens.  And  are 
not  willing  to  pass  their  right  of  self-government 
to  others.  They  are  willing  to  be  governed  by 
a  majority,  and  consider  that  to  be  the  only  pow- 
er to  which  men  of  fVee  wills  can  properly  sub- 
mit 

Mr.  T.  invited  the  gentleman  from  Somerset,  to 
look  a  little  further  into  the  earlv  history  of  Ma- 
ryland; saying,  that  he  would  willingly  adopt  the 
tale  by  which  the  first  settlers  of  Maryland  appor- 
tioned the  raemben  of  the  legislature.  At  that 
tlnie,  there  were  btit  two  ooontfes  in  the  State— 


St.  Mary^s  and  Kent  Island  counties.  An  equal 
FepresenUtion  was  not  given  by  St.  Mary*!  to 
Kent  Island.  One  r%presentatiTe  was  given  to 
ocie — two  to  another — three  to  a  third  election 
district,  in  St.  Mary^s,  and  the  whole  apportion- 
ment appeared  to  have  been  made  with  strict  re- 
ference to  population.  This  example  of  our 
fathers,  he,  (Mr.  T.,)  was  ready  and  willing  to 
follow,  so  far  aii  respect  was  paid  to  the  number 
of  the  people,  in  distributing  to  them  poliUcal 
power.  And  if  other  memwrs  of  the  Conven- 
tion would  consent  to  act  on  the  same  obviously 
fair  principle,  the  Constitution  could  readily  be 
formed. 
Atler   some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Di- 

SBIBLL, 

Mr.  McHenrt  rose,  not  for  the  purpose,  he 
said,  of  prolonging  the  discussion,  but  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Somerset,  (Mr. 
Dashiell.)  to  the  fact  that  the  old  bill  of  rights, 
framed  in  1776,  opened  with  the  very  words 
which  were  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  bill 
of  rights,  as  a  part  of  the  new  Constitution.  And 
if  it  was  not  thought  ambiguous  then,  was  it 
more  so  now  ? 

Mr.  Dashiell  said,  that  no  such  theory  as  he 
referred  to,  was  then  dreamt  of. 

Mr.  McHEKRTsaid,  nor  was  it  dreamt  of  now, 
except,  perhaps,  by  a  very  few  persons. 

But,  Mr.  McH.  said,  he  had  risen  to  demand 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Merrick  desiring  to  say  a  fsw  words, 

Mr.  McHENav  withdrew  the  demana  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  said: 

He  should  vote  against  the  amendment  for  a 
very  plain  reason.  He  thought  it  wisest  and  best 
to  adhere,  as  closely  as  potstble,  to  the  language 
of  the  old  Constitution. 

The  preamble  reported  by  the  committee  was 
as  near  to  the  language  of  the  old  Constitution, 
as  it  well  could  be.  It  was  abridged  by  leaving 
out  two  or  three  words,  but  the  substance  remain- 
ed the  same.  The  two  preambles,  in  substance, 
were  identical. 

He  had  never  regarded  the  counties  as  inde- 
pendent political  communities — he  had  never  re- 
garded them  as  a  federative  system;  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  principle  upon  which  the  political 
power  of  the  State  was  to  be  apportioned,  was 
inappropriate  here. 

Mr.  McHenrt  now  renewed  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question. 

There  was  a  second;  and 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Dashiell  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 

Which  were  ordered,  and  having  been  taken, 
resulted  as  follows: 

•^f/^irmalive— Messrs.  Morgan,  Hopewell,  Cham- 
bers of  Kent,  Kent,  Bond,  John  Dennis,  Dashiell, 
Hodson,  Bowie,  Sprizg,  Bowling,  Dirickson, 
McMaster,  He&m,  Foolu,  Jacobs  and  Kilgour. — 
17. 

Mgatioe — Messrs.  Ricaud,  Donaldfon,  Wells, 
Randall,  Brent  of  Charles,  Merrick,  Jenifbr. 
Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of 
Talbot,  Chambers  of  Cecil,  Miller,Tuck,McCab- 


bin,  Spenctf,  Gnaoii,QeQff8,  TlM»ii9  BhrifCTv 
Gaither,  Biser,  Stephenson,  HeBmajt  Mngnw, 
Nelion,  Carter,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  ChnoB, 
Stewart  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent  of  BnltSaon 
city,  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  NeiraoM- 
er,  Harbine,  Michael  Newoomer,  DstIs,  Wa- 
ten,  Anderson,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Sliecr,  8tauth« 
Parke,  Shower  and  Cockey--4Sr. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  staled  to  be  OB  the  mi^ 
Btitute  amendment  of  Mr.  Parks. 

Mr.  J  BNirRA  thought  that  the  praamfalA  aail 
stood,  embraced  every  thing  esaentinl.  We  kil 
lived  imder  it  sixty  or  seventy  yean  wHbomt  In- 
convenience,  and  could  still  continue  to  do  to. 

Mr.  Rakoall  desired,  he  said,  to  poini  onlft 
substantial  difference  between  the  doelaratiBi 
which  the  Convention  was  now  making*  ood  Ikrt 
which  our  fathers  made  in  '76.  The  emaBdMOt 
was  in  strict  conformity  with  the  powcn  mjk 
which  this  ConvenUon  was  acting*  Tbe  delegHs 
0^76  made  a  Constitution.  The  delegaiMii 
this  Convention  were  to  make  ooe,  bat  only  to 
recommend  it  to  the  people.  Tbe  finlwailhi 
declaration  of  the  delegates;  CMs,  if  ever  tt  be- 
came a  declaration,  was  to  be  the  dedaiatMO  of 
the  people  themselves.  In  adopting  tbeaniMiA* 
ment,  the  Conventbn  would  be  foltowinge  nk 
precedent,  that  of  the  Constitution  of  the  UeM 
SUtes,  and  of  the  Constitution  of  leveral  of  tki 
States. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  to  amend  the  yrei«hli 
of  the  report  of  the  committee,  by  atnkiafe^ 
all  of  said  preamble,  and  subatitutlng  in  Hm 
thereof,  the  rbllowing: 

"We,  the  people  of  Maryland,  ^ralefiii  to  Al* 
mighty  Crod  for  our  civil  and  religioua  liberty,  in 
order  to  secure  the  perpetuity  of  these  hltanan, 
do  declare." 


Mr.  R.  said,  that  the  provision  was  similar  to 
that  which  had  been  adopted  in  seven  or  eiriitof 
the  Constitutions  of  the  States.  He  thougnt  Iba 
recognition  of  our  gratitude  to  Almigh^  God, 
for  the  blessings  he  nad  bestowed  upon  us  as  a 
people,  would  come  with  a  high  and  holy  opeia- 
tion  upon  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  Parks  said,  that  the  great  object  of  hh 
amendment,  was  to  acknowledge  our  gratttnda 
to  Almighty  God  for  the  signal  blesainga  wkfeh 
he  had  bestowed  upon  us,  and  to  use  the  woris, 
**we  the  people,*'  m  connection  with  the  deda- 
ration  of  rights.  To  ensure  the  succea  dT  that 
object,  he  was  willing  to  accept  the  amendnNOt 
of  the  gentieman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.ltaD- 
dall.)  The  law  which  called  this  Conteolka 
together,  got  its  vitality  by  the  will  of  the  peo* 
pie.  The  Constitution  which  thia  Convemi 
might  make,  could  receive  its  vitality  onlj  in  the 
same  way.  And  when  the  membera  of  thnCofr 
vention  were  in  their  graves,  thia  deelartfte 
would  still  stand  as  the  declaration  of  the  pa»> 
pie. 

Mr.  John  Nswcoiups  now  oflbred  hii  mMr 
tute  for  the  preamble,  es  follows : 

*'  We,  the  people  of  the  SUte  of  Maryland,  hj 
our  delegates  m  Convention  assembled  at  the  cily 
of  Annapolity  taking  into  our  moat  leiioui  oqo- 


B'lht  bHi  HMiu  of  eitiblnlilDK>K»od 
CloB  in  Ihii  BUIa,  declue  :  " 
•OBTcrutioD  followed. 
launuiprofiirTcd  the  kmeodmoDt  of  the 
Ml  boa  Wuhh^toD.  At  u*  tiine  prior 
oM  of  Friday  Ittt,  be  thould  hwm  eoo- 
a  Am  vi*w  Ukan  b*  Iho  gaollaiiian  ftom 
lUndal.  H«  raprdadlhi(TolBm*ahiiig- 
Moditioll  in  this  rensct.  Our  Cooatitu- 
I  kanr  reooenini  lbs  Ood  of  the  Chris- 
Ate  Ood  of  Uie  Jew.  The  inToeetion  of 
i|*b  Ood  ii  DOW  ODt  of  place  in  our  Con- 
I,  Wo  recogniia  "  ■  "  God — my  God 
ft  ditpeoMtion  hii  worthipper  maj 
- — ent  in  thii  lite  or  Ihe 


tofiu,  Um  Hindoo  ud 
hna,put  Ikilh  in  "e"  God,  who,  Ibough  , 
MB  be  iloBpi,  or  'a  tngtgti  in  indulpncei 
»Uoff  ha  elteotion,  jet,  when  irou)ed, 
to  paaUh  dieobedience  to  his  will.  Some 
1  Ibe  peit  ipirit  of  afil  to  depreole  bis 
All  luch  ue  now  made  capable  of  bolil- 
Ufhnt  office!  in  the  goTcrnment.  Let 
mntlon  be  oonilitent  in  Ihia  mpecL 
»lb«  nrbtl  criticim  of  the  i:ent]einan 
tM*  Arandel,  be  diuented  fh>m  hit  opini- 
fa  are  DOW  rndbia^  ■  Conititutlon,  ir  «a 
I  in  oar  object — it  we  do  mike  a  Conitltu- 
il  fer  Ibe  people  to'  rtiify  or  rtjtct  what 
■k|ate*  have  done. 

qaeatioD  wm  thsn  itated  to  be  on  the  lub- 
of  Mr.  Jdhm  Niwcohir. 
H.  Mked  tbe  jeai  and  ntjri,  which  were 

qpMtkm  wai  then  taken,  and  by  ajei  33, 

I,  tbo  tnbitiuila  wu  adopted. 

Am  fnamble,  aa  Ifaui  aaieDdtd,  wai  adopt- 


Im  1.  The  judiciary  Power  of  Ihia  State 

•  Teatad  ia  a  Court  of  Appeali,  in  Count; 
I,  ia  Noh  court*  for  the  eil;  of  Baltimore  aa 

•  harinaflar  pnecribed,  and  in  Jiulicea  of 
■at. 

a.  The  Court  of  Appeal*  ihall  coniii 
4  Jmiee  and  two  Auooiate  Joatieea,  any 
r  whoa  aball  form  e  quorum.  The  Oot- 
bj  aad  whh  Iba  adTioeof  the  Senate,  aball 
•ia  tha  Chief  Jwtice. 


Ma,  and  in  appeali  from  interlocutory  jod^ 
BM  daereaa,  with  inch  esceptiirai  and  uu- 
■h  KgalatloDa  aa  may  be  pretcribed  by  law, 
»ODat»r  Appeal*  and  jtidp*tlMhef*all 


ba*e  power  to  iMiie  wiili  of  JMMdHMU  and  wrili 
of  PiwimiH»«,  and  lueh  other  wriu  at  ihall  b« 
iiiiiiiMii|  to  enforce  iti  own  Juriwliction,  end 
oMy  also  oempel  a  judge  of  a  county  court  or 
other  Inferior  court  to  proceed  to  trial  and  judf- 
nienl  in  a  eanie — and  the  C<nirl  of  Appeal  ihall 
hold  its  tee^oni  at  the  city  of  Annapolis  on  the 
iirat  Monday  of  June  and  the  fini  Monday  of 
[>eeember  in  each  and  erery  yeu. 

Stc.  i.  The  Court  of  Appeali  ihatt  appoint  its 
own  cleik,  who  shall  hold  hi)  office  for  lii  years, 
and  miy  be  re-ippotnted  it  (he  end  thereof;  he 
ihill  be  lubject  to  remoral  by  tbe  siid  court  for 
LQcompetency,  nes'^^t  of  duly,  miidemeanor  in 
office,  and  such  other  cauia  ai  may  be  pnscribed 

Sec.  5.  The  Sute  ihall  be  diriijed  into  three 
Judicial  Diatrlcti,  <me  oo  the  Eeilem  and  two  on 
ihe  Wesleni  Shore,  which  said  districti  shall  be 
laid  oS*  as  the  Gubernatorial  diitricti  arc,  and 
uoe  person  from  among  those  learned  in  the  Uw, 
tiafing  been  idmillGd  to  practice  the  law  in  this 
^late,  and  who  ihall  hate  been  a  citizen  of  this 
^tate  at  least  Gre  yean,  and  above  the  age  of 
ihiny  yean  at  tbe  lime  of  his  election,  and  a  re- 
sident of  the  judicial  diatiict,  ihall  be  elected 
from  each  of  laid  diitricis  by  a  plurality  vote  of 
ItM  legal  and  qualified  voten  tbeiein,  as  a  judge 
nf  the  said  Court  of  Appeals,  who  shall  hold  his 
iiSce  for  Ihe  term  of  tea  years  from  the  time  of 
his  election,  or  until  he  shall  have  attained  the 
ige  of  ecTentj  yem,  which  ever  may  fint  hap- 
pen, and  be  re-eligible  thereto  uDlil  he  shall  have 
attained  the  age  of  seventy  years,  ocd  not  after ; 
tubject  to  removil  for  iocompelencj,  wilful  ne^;- 
lect  of  duty,  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  such 
other  causes  as  may  be  preicribed  by  law,  by 
preientment  of  tha  Grand  Jury  and  conviction  of 
>  petit  jury  of  the  county  in  which  he  may  reside, 
or  by  tha  Governor  upon  the  iddnui  of  the  Gene- 
ibly.  iwo-lbirdiof  the  members  of  eicn 
houie  concurring  in  lueh  addreia.  The  laiariei 
of  Ihe  judge*  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  shall  be 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  annually,  and 
shall  not  be  diminisbed  during  Iheir  continuance 

See.  G.  The  Legialatum  mi^  hereafter,  should 
the  public  convenience  require  it,  increase  the 
numberof  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  to  five; 
in  which  event,  a  new  division  of  the  State  into 
fire  judicial  district,  shall  be  made  in  such  man- 
ner ai  to  secure  two  to  the  Eastern  and  three  to 
the  Weatem  Shore. 

Btc.  1.  No  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
shall  sit  in  any  caM  wherein  he  may  be  inlerealed, 
orwhere  either  ofthe  parties  ma;  be  connected 
with  him  by  affinity  or  conunguinity  within  such 
degreea  as  may  be  prescribed  ny  law,  or  when 
besfaallha'rebeenafcouotelinthecauie.  When 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  or  any  two  of  its  membeia 
shall  be  thus  disqualified  to  hearand  determlneany 
caa*e  or  causes  in  said  court,  or  when  no  judg- 
ment can  be  rendered  in  any  caie  or  cues  in 
laid  court,  b^  reason  of  the  equal  division  o 


aUlyooDUBtailoDtlwnqukdle  number  of  perwDs 


240 


learned  in  the  Uw  for  the  trUl  and  determina- 
tion of  said  case  or  cases. 

See.  8.  All  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  of 
the  county  courts  and  o^  the  courts  for  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  shall  by  Tulue  of  their  offices,  be 
cooservators  of  the  peace  throughout  the  State. 
The  style  of  all  laws  shall  run  thus :  "Be  it  en- 
acted by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland^** 
all  public  commissions  and  grants  thus :  **The 
State  of  Maryland,  &c.  ;*'  and  shall  be  signed  by 
the  Governor,  with  the  seal  of  the  State  annex- 
ed; all  writs  and  process  shall  run  in  the  same 
style,  and  be  sealed  and  signed  as  usual,  and  all 
indictments  shall  conclude,  "against  the  peace, 
gOTcmment  and  dignity  of  the  State.*' 

Sec.  9.  There  shall  oe  a  county  court  in  each 
county  of  the  State,  to  consist  of  one  Judge,  who 
shall  be  elected  by  a  plurality  TOte  of  the  quali- 
fied and  legal  voters  of  said  county,  from  among 
those  learned  in  the  law,  having  been  admitted 
to  practice  the  law  in  this  State,  and  who  shall 
have  been  a  citizen  of  this  State  at  least  five 
years,  end  above  the  age  of  thirty  years  at  the 
time  of  his  election,  and  a  resident  of  said  coun- 
ty. The  said  judge  shall  hold  his  office  for  the 
term  of  ten  years  from  the  time  of  his  election, 
or  until  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  seventy 
yean,  whichever  may  first  happen,  and  be  re- 
eligible  thereto  until  he  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  and  not  after,  subject  to  be 
removed  for  incompetencv,  wilful  neslect  of 
duty,  misdemeanor  in  office,  and  such  other 
eauses  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  by  present- 
ment of  a  Grand  Jury  and  conviction  or  a  petit 
jury  of  said  county,  or  by  the  Governor,  upon 
the  address  of  the  General  Assembly,  two-thirds 
of  the  members  of  each  House  concurring  in  such 
address.  His  salary  shall  be  two  thousand  dol- 
lars annually,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  du- 
ring his  continuance  in  office.  He  shall  reside 
in  or  near  the  county  town,  and  shall  hold  two 
common  law  terms  in  each  and  every  year,  at 
such  times  and  places  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
law,  and  attend  at  the  court  house  of  said  county 
as  often  as  the  Legislature  may  prescribe  by  law 
for  the  transaction  and  despatch  of  judicial  busi- 
ness. 

&e.  10.  The  said  county  courts,  or  the  judges 
thereof  respectively,  shall  be  courts  of  law  and 
equity,  and  have  original  jurisdiction  in  all  civil 
and  criminal  cases  arising  in  their  respective 
limits;  and  in  all  respects  liave  the  same  powers 
and  jurisdiction  that  the  present  county  courts 
of  this  State  now  have,  or  which  shall  hereafter 
be  prescribed  by  law.  They  shall  also  have  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  in  all  matters  relating  to  last 
wills  and  testaments,  executors  and  administra- 
tors and  guardians,  within  their  respective  limits, 
and  all  and  every  other  power  which  the  orphans* 
courts  of  this  State  now  have,  or  which  may  be 
hereafter  prescribed  by  law.  Thejr  >haU  also 
have  and  exercise  appellate  jurisdiction  from  the 
judgments  of  justices  of  the  peace,  subject  to 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
bylaw. 

See.  11.  There  shall  be  established  for  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  one  court  with  common  law  juris- 
dictioo,  to  be  styled  the  court  of  ^"ConnoD 


Pleaa,**  which  shall  have  civil  jurisdiction  id  all 
suits  where  the  debt  or  damage  claimed,  shall  not 
exceed  five  hundred  dollars. 

See.  VL  There  shall  also  be  in  said  city ,  anoth- 
er common  law  court,  having  jurisdiction  overall 
suits  where  the  debt  or  damaaes  claimed,  shall 
exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  doUan;and  eaeh 
of  said  courts  shall  be  vested  with  all  poven 
now  held  and  exercised  bv  Baltimore  coun^ 
court,  as  a  court  of  law;  and  this  last  eourt  shall 
be  styled  "the  Superior  court  of  Baltimnw 
city." 

See.  13.  There  shall  alsobe  esUblished  aoogrt 
having  equity  jurisdiction,  for  the  city  of  Balt^ 
more,  whose  style  shall  be  "the  Chancery  eeait 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,**  and  which  shall  hm 
and  exercise  the  equity  jurisdiction  now  caBB^ 
cised  by  Baltimore  county  court,  sitting  ae  a  eoort 
of  ei^uity.  Each  of  the  said  three  courts  dkiU 
consist  of  one  Judge,  who  shall  hold  hb  ojicaflbr 
the  term  of  ten  years,  subject  to  the  provisloM 
of  this  Constitution,  with  regard  to|theelse- 
tion,  and  qualification  of  Judges  and  their  if- 
moval  from  office;  and  the  salarv  of  eaeh  of  the 
said  Judges  shall  be  twenty-five  hundred  doUus 
per  year. 

See.  14.  The  court  of  common  pleas  shall  halt 
jurisdiction  in  all  appeals  from  Magialrmtes*  ds- 
cisions  in  the  said  city,  and  the  said  appeals  sli«ll 
be  made  to  the  said  court ;  and  the  Chanesii 
court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all  appliealloli 
for  the  benefit  of  tlie  insolvent  laws  of  this  Stetf, 
and  of  the  administration  of  the  estatea  of  imoU 
vent  debtors,  and  the  supervision  and  conlcol  tf 
the  trustees  thereof. 

See.  15.  There  shall  be  established  an  orphsM* 
court  fer  Baltimore  city,  which  shall  oooiiit  ef 
one  Judge,  who  shall  hold  his  office  fbr  the  tem 
of  ten  years,  and  who  shall  have  all  the  powers 
now  vested  in  the  orphans*  court  of  BaltiBon 
county,  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  aubjeet  to 
such  regulations  as  the  Lej;islature  maj  eatibliA 
for  the  conduct  of  the  ordmary  business  of  the 
said  court,  by  the  Register  of  Wills  of  the  siii 
city;  and  who  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisioiisof 
this  Constitution,  as  to  the  election  and  qoaUftcs- 
tions  of  Judees  and  their  removal  therefrem;aod 
the  salary  of  the  said  Judge  shall  be  two  tbooMid 
dollars  per  year. 

See.  16.  There  shall  also  be  a  criminal  flMnt 
for  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  be  styled  **tke 
Criminal  court  of  Baltimore  city,'*  which  shall 
consist  of  one  Judge,  and  shall  have  and  tsatm 
all  the  jurisdiction  now  exercised  by   Baltlassn 
city  court,  except  so  far  as  the  same  may  be 
vested  in  the  police  court  hereafter  to  be  estib- 
lished,  and  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  la 
cases  of  petition  for  freedom,  and  in  all  cases  ef 
petitions  to  cancel  or  enforce  contracts  of  a^ 
prenticeship — and  the  said  Judge  shall  reeelvaiB 
annual  salary  of  two  thousand  doUars  pNsr  ir 
num,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  pronsiom  d 
this  Constitution,  witli  regard  to  the  election  aid 
qualification  of  Judges  and  their  removal  HeoB 
office. 

Su.  17.  There  shall  also  be  established  a  eovt 
to  be  styled  "the  Police  court  of  fialtunore  cilj*'i 
to  conmt  of  one  Judge,  irho  Aill  Md  thiiuBBi 
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factht  tMB  Of  ton  TMn,  and  who  ihtll  be  tob- 
JMt  to  an  the  ptovmIqiis  of  thk  CoimtiUilUm  with 
PBfHd  to  the  eleclioD  and  qualification  of  Judjftes 
ind  lliair  reoioval  (torn  office;  and  the  Mid  eoiirt 
ihall  hafo  juriidietkm  In  alLpraeecutions  for  a»- 
tavkandbatterj— for  kaeping  disorderly  homes— 
for  laraaay  where  the  property  stolen  does  not 
szoMdiii  Talue  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars— in 
ftll  pnmeutioBB  for  reoeiTing  stolen  goods,  know- 
nS  them  to  be  stolen — and  for  selling  goods  with- 
wt  Bpmib  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  dhty  of  the  Le- 
(islatiirB  to  proride  for  quarterly  sessions  of  the 
laid  eomt  for  the  purpose  of  tiding  thoiie  esses 
n  wUefa  a  trial  by  jury  may  be  demanded  by  the 
leeHsad;  and  also  to  provide  that  the  said  court 
ten  bold  fieqoent  sessiooji  for  the  trial  of  eases, 
Ribjeet  to  lis  jurisdhstion  in  which  the  accused 
Bij  aol  deaiand  a  jury  trial;  and  the  Judge  of 
he  eud  eoort  shall  receiTe  an  annual  salary  of 
Ifeen  Imndrcd  dollars. 

Ac.  18.  There  shall  be  a  clerk  of  each  county 
ioort,  whoihall  be  elected  by  a  plurality  rote  of 
heqaalifisd  voters  of  each  county,  and  who  shall 
mUrUi  offiee  for  the  term  of  six  years,  from  the 
MM  of  hit  election  and  until  a  new  election  is 
leld,  and  be  re-eligible  thereto,  subject  to  re- 
■offil  for  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  misde- 
lOMoriD  office  bypresentmentof  a  Grand  Jury 
■d  oonvietion  of  a  Petit  Jury,  of  the  county  in 
rhiah  hm  shall  reside.  There  shall  siso  be  a 
kA  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Baltimore 
Hy,  who  ihall  also  be  the  clerk  of  the  Superior 

of  Baltimore  city,  and  the  RegistA*  in 
of  the  Chancery  Court  of  the  chy  of 
»,  and  there  shall  also  be  a  clerk  of  the 
I  iMliiol  iiuuil  of  Baltimore  city,  who  shall  also  be 
lerolevk  of  the  police  court  of  Baltimore  city,  and 
Hk  of  «Jd  eleria  shall  be  elected  by  a  plurality 
BIO  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  city  of  Balu- 

and  shall  hold  his  office  for  six  years,  fh>m 

10  of  his  election,  and  until  a  new  election 
and  be  re-eligible  thereto,  subject  in  like 
to  be  lemored  for  wilful  neglect  of  duty 

r  litdemeanorin  offiee  by  presentment 
r  a  giBDd  Iniy  and  conviction  of  a  petit  jury  of 
id  citT.  IB  ease  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  a 
ark,  the  Judge  or  judges  of  the  court  of  which 
B  waa  elerk,  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a 
erk  ontil  an  election  can  be  held,  which  shall 
ha  piaea  uader  the  directions  of  tlio  HhcriflT 
pea  fiviaffthirty  davs  public  notice  thereof. 
&r.  19.  The  UKgislature  shall  provide  by  law, 
oophdn,  intelligible  and  simple  mode  of  com- 
^^     to  the  clerks  of  the  several  courU  in 

in  Hen  of  the  existing  mode  of  Aes. 

90.  There  shall  be  a  Register  of  Wills  in 

loh  ooaatj  of  the  Stete,  and  in  tlie  city  of  Bal- 
■orOi  to  be  eieetod  by  a  plurality  vote  of  tlie 
laUffied  TOteia  of  said  counties  and  city  respec- 
lOJ^,  aad  who  shall  hoU  his  office  for  six  years 
Baa  the  tfaae  of  his  eleetion,  and  until  a  new 
eelioa  shall  take  place,  and  be  re-eligible  there- 
in aobfeet  to  be  removed  ior  wilful  neglect  of 
lify  or  olher  dismeanor  in  office,  in  t^  same 
iBDor  that  the  clerics  of  the  county  courts  sre 
aaofaUa.  The  Legialatun  ahaU  provide  by 
HP,  anitable  annoal  salariea  for  sueh  Register  m 
TDii  to  ba  leried  on.the  asiesaabie  property  of  I 
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Mid  eoimties  and  city  reipeetively,  in  lieu  of  all 
fees  and  perquisites  a«  now  established  by  law. 
In  the  eyent  of  any  vacancy  in  the  offiee  or  Reg- 
ister of  Wills,  said  vacancy  shall  bo  filled  by  the 
judge  or  judges  of  the  courl,  until  an  election 
can  be  held,  which  shall  take  place  under  the 
directions  of  the  Sheriff,  upon  tnlrty  days  public 
notice  thereof. 

I  *S«e.  21.  There  shall  be  five  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  in  each  electlbn  district  of  evenr  county 
of  the  Stete,  and  two  in  each  ward  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  to  be  elected  by  a  plurality  vote  of 
the  Qualified  voters  in  each  of  said  districts  and 
warns  respectively,  who  shall  hold  their  offioea 
for  two  years,  from  the  time  of  their  election  and 
until  a  successor  in  office  is  elected.  They  shall 
be,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  conservators  of  the 
peace  in  the  said  counties  and  city  respectively, 
and  shall  have  such  civil  and  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion, as  shall  be  provided  for  by  law.  In  the 
event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  a  Justice  of 
Peace,  a  new  election  shsll  be  held  under  the  di- 
rections of  the  Sheriif  of  the  county  or  city  where 
such  vacancy  occurs,  upon  ten  days  notice  there- 
of; an  appeal  shall  be  in  all  civil  cases  fttmi  the 
judgment  of  a  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  to  the  judges 
of  toe  county  courts  and  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  for  Baltimore  city,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
on  all  such  appeaU.  cither  party  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  trial  by  jury,  where  the  amount  in  contro- 
versy shall  be  above  ten  dollars. 

See,  93.  Sheriffs  shall  be  elected  in  each  county 
and  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  every  third  Tear, 
that  is  to  say :  two  persons  for  the  office  of  sheritt' 
for  each  county,  and  two  for  the  said  city,  the 
one  of  whom  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  county  or  city,  or 
if  both  have  an  equal  number,  either  of  them,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Governor,  to  be  commi»> 
sioned  by  the  Governor  for  the  said  office,  and 
having  served  for  three  years,  such  person  shall 
be  ineligible  for  the  four  years  next  succeeding; 
bond  with  security  to  be  taken  every  year  ae 
usual,  and  no  sheriff*  shall  be  qualified  to  act  be- 
fore the  same  be  given.  In  case  of  death,  refu- 
sal, disqualification  or  removal  out  of  the  county, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  three  years,  the  other 
person  ^chosen  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  to  execute  the  said 
office,  for  tlie  residue  of  the  said  three  years,  the 
said  peraon  giving  bond  with  security  as  afore- 
said. No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offiee  of 
SheriflT,  but  a  resident  ot  such  county  or  city  re- 
spectively, and  who  shall  have  been  a  citixen  of 
this  Stete  at  least  five  years  preceding  his  elec- 
tion, and  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  The 
two  candidates  properly  qualified  having  the 
highest  number  oi  legal  ballots,  shall  bedectered 
duly  elected  for  the  office  of  sheriff'  for  saeh 
county  or  city,  and  returned  to  the  Governor 
with  a  certifioite  of  ( he  number  of  ballote  for  each 
of  them. 

Sec.  93.  Constables,  coroners,  and  elisors, 
shall  be  appointed  for  each  county  and  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  ui  tlie  manner  now  prescribed  by 
law,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  General  As- 
sembly may  hereafter  direct. 

Sec.  94.  If  0  Judge  shall  ait  in  any  caw  wbtrein 


he  m*;  be  inlcnttBd,  or  vhere  either  of  the  p»p- 
tiei  iDBTbe  conDectcd  with  him  b;  ■ffinityorcoD- 
UDEUlnity,  within  nioh  degreei  u  miy  be  pieicri- 
•d  Dj  IkWi  or  where  lie  aball  h>Te  been  of  coun- 
Hl  ID  the  et 

ofthewunb-  court*,  or  a 
tttwe  ci^.  Mall  be  thiu  disqualified, 
byrMMnof  tiekneit  oranj  other  ctuae,  thewid 
judges,  or  anj  of  them,  ma;  be  unable  to  lit  in 
an;  cau*e,  the  partis*  maj,  bf  consent,  appoint 
■  properperaon  to  Ir;  the  laid  came,  or  the 
judges  bbVli  eichangediitricti,  and  hold  courts 
for  each  otber,  when  thej  maj  deem  it  eipedi- 
•Dt,  and  ihall  do  so  when  directed  bv  law. 

&C.  95.  No  new  original  bill  shall  be  filed  o 
Teceived  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancerj  of  this 
State,  from  and  tfur  the  ratification  ofmiiCon- 
■tilution,  bT  the  people  of  Ihii  Slate,  nor  shall 
any  eauH  be  reDKned  from  aiiv  other  court  In 
the  Slate,  U>  the  laid  court  of  Chaecery  ftom  and 
after  the  laid  ratification ;  but  all  causes  and  pro- 
eeedinga  now  pending,  or  which  ma;  be  pending 
in  the  said  court  of  Oiancer;  at  the  timu  of  the 
■aid  ratification,  inall  be  heard,  determined  and 
proceeded  with,  by  the  present  Chancellor  or  h' 
successor  in  office,  until  ihej  shall  be  brought 
m  final  close, proTided  the  saiDebedone  in  fi' 
yean,  from  the  tirne  of  said  ratification,  and  at 
the  end  and  expiration  of  said  fire  yean,  from 
the  time  of  the  said  ntificEition,  or  sooner  if  the 
aaid  business  in  chancery  be  sooner  disposed  of, 
the  office  of  Chancellor  of  this  SUta,  and  the  of- 
See  of  Renter  in  Chancery,  shall  be,uid  they  are 
beraby  tbolisbed.  The  present  Ctiancellor  and 
Regiiter  in  Chancery,  uid  In  the  CTent  of  any 
Tseuicy  in  their  respecllTe  offices,  their  suctes. 
■01*  in  office  reipectiTcly,  to  be  appointed,  as  al 
present,  by  the  GoTernor  and  Senate,  ihali,  dur- 
inc  said  five  years,  or  other  shorter  period,  re- 
ceiTe  the  same  salary  and  compensation,  which 
they  now  receire.  The  Legislature  shall  pro- 
Tide  by  law,  for  *Jie  recording,  safe  keeping,  or 
other  disposition  of  tlie  records,  decrees  and 
other  proceeding  of  the  mid  court  of  Chancery^ 
Btlbe  end  and  expiration  of  said  five  years  oi' 
other  shorter  period,  and  for  the  transmission  to 
thesaretal  counties  oflhe  State  and  city  of  Bal. 
limora.ofill  such  causes  and  proceedings  inaaick 
court,  as  may  be  then  undisposed  of  and  unfin. 
■shed,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regula- 
tion! as  may  be  deemed  neceaiary  and  proper. 

Stc.  S6.  The  present  judges  of  the  county 
courts,  of  the  orphan's  courts,  of  Baltimore  city 
court,  and  of  the  magistrates'  courts,  and  of  the 
comminionon  of  insolvent  debtors  for  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  justices  of  the  peace  ahall  re- 
main in  office  until  the  election  and  qualification 
of  the  judges,  and  justices  of  the  peace  whoae 
election  ii  provided  for  by  this  Censtltutioo  and 
no  longer. 

Sec.  97.  The  first  election  of  judges,  clerks, 
reeisters  and  justices  of  the  peace,  and  all  other 
officers  whose  election  by  the  jieople  is  profided 
for  in  thie  nrlicle  of  the  Constitution  sliall  take 
place  ihroi^hout  the  Stale  on  the  first  Wedoe^ 
day  of  October  nest,  after  the  ratifieatioii  of  tbii 
ConEtilulion  by  the  people. 
Stt.  Se.  WhcMTer  Janda   lie   pait^  in  oiw 


^Smo- 


<;htncery,  reside,  u 

1  another,  that  court  ahall  ba*a  juriad__ 

which  proeeedings  shall  baTa  ba«i  lirt 

commenced,  aubjectto   iueb  rule*,  nfaktlm 
and  alteratioiuaa  may  be  preterlbed  by  lav. 

Stc.  99.  In  all  luiU  or  totlOM  at  law,  and  ii 
all  presentments  and  indictneiit),  heivaftar  to 
be  commenced  or  instituted  In  an;  of  the  eaarti 
of  law  of  this  State,  baTing  juriadietloaOmor, 
thejudge  or  judges  therepf,  upon  asiHMtka  ■ 
writing,  if  made  by  the  Attorney  Genenl.nr  lb* 
prosecutor  fbrthe  State,  or  upon  aumatiMia 
writing  supported  by  affidaTit,if  nade  ^aay 
other  of  the  parties  thereto,  that  a  fair  aad  !■• 
partial  trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  coortwhnt 
such  suit  or  action  at  law,  or  preaentiiMnt  wl 
indictment  is  depending,  shall  and  tnay  orierMC  ' 
direct  the  record  of  proceedings  in  aucb  Ndt  w 
action,  presentment  or  indietment,  la  be  tniH 
mined  to  the  judBB  of  any  adjoining  ooon^  fcr 
trial,  who  shall  hear  and  determine  thesanM 
like  manner  as  if  such  suit  or  acUon,  pnMat< 
men t  or  indictment,  had  been  originally  in^Ba- ■ 
ted  therein:  praTidedneTerth«leai,thatauehNt 
gestions  shall  be  made  aa  aforesaid,  baflm  ar  Ai- 
ring the  term  in  which  the  liiUB  or  iawsa  Hiy 
be  joined,  In  said  suitoTacUoo,  pnaentsaoter 
indictment.  And  provided  also,  that  aueh  faii^ 
er  remedy  in  the  premiaes,  may  be  provided  M 
law  Bi  ihe  legislature  ihall  from  UnM  to  liaa  «■ 
TBct  and  enact. 

5m.  30-  All  elections  of  jud||ei  and  otber  oB- 
een  provided  for  under  thia  article  oTthe  Marth 
tution  shall  he  certified,  and  the  ratorai  BN^i  bf 
the  clerk*  oT  the  respective  oounliaa  lo  the  Oov- 
emor,  wbo  AaU  issue  coraiaisaions  to  the  difa- 
ent  persona  for  the  offices,  to  which  they  MtD 
have  been  respectively  elected. 

EITIMiTKS 

Sidinilbd^  Ut  Cimmiau  sn  Ue  JadMny- 

Costs  of  the  present  Judiciary  of  Maryland  aa- 
der  the  old  Constitution : 

Twelve  associate  judges  of 
county  courts,  at  il,400 
per  annum,        .        .        .    |16,800 

Six  chief  justices  of  county 
courts  at  (9,3IX),  13,900 

One  chief  Judge  of  Court  of 
Appeals,  (extra  pay  allow- 
edbylaw.l        ...  900 

Extra  pay  allowed  by  law  to 
judges  of  Baltimore  county 
end  city,  .  6,000 

The  Chineellor'i  salary,  3,000 

8i(t;-eix  judge*  of  Orphans' 
court)  in  the  conntien  and 
city  of  Baltimore,  at  an  av- 
erage by  actual  returns  of 
$300,  to  each  judge,  .        .     19,800 

Salary  of  the  ooramissionen 
of  insolvent  deblora  lor  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  al  $9,000 
to  each 6,000 


Twurt,  4,100 

k  (rf  ui«   piwu&t 


ttoJQdiekrr^jMDi 

reporl- 

«  MBBiltM  OD  Dm 

judiei- 

tbtnawCoDrtllutiotil 

gMoTOaiiit  of  Ap- 

is^ to  eMh.r 

7,500 

nl«  rf    eouDtj 
tftooo.     ■      ■ 

*0,000 

Vi^of    law    uid 

X  BalUnon  citT, 

llDMCh,      .       '. 

10,000 

far  orphaM' court 

fartbadtyoTBal. 

«S^,       .       . 

9,000 

ewrt  judge  for 

•  dly,  .       .       . 

1,500 

at  ijilani  under 

ill  ATM  of  new 

>  'added  the'  an't 

-  two  hundred  and 

0»lc-ofR>Hi.- 

nferenee  u  the  proprtotj  »>  tl>*  pwtpoMiiUDt. 

Tfae  lault  w»i  that  Um  Report  wu  read 

through,  and  Hi  further  cxHuideralicm  wai  then 

psatponed  (a*  a  ipeolal  order)  until  Lo-mnrTOW. 


iDd  propoied  to 
Iked,  eitlDuted  at 


36.900 
37,100 


rs  cAied  the  following  order  which 

Tlatlheconmittee  appointed  bj  the 
•  KSDlleinanaf  Anna  Arundel, (Mr. 
I  pane  3G9  of  the  Journal,  be  a  cotn- 
the  lubject  of  new  counties)  and  the 
airy  lubmilted  bj  Mr.  Smith  of  Alle- 

S166  of  the  Journal,  upm  the  lub- 
on  of  Allegan;  «Duntj,  be  referred 
■ittee. 
ai  twice  read  and  adopted. 


And  (he  taid  Report  wa*  made  the  tpeolal  or- 
der of  the  dajr  for  MondaT  week. 

And  then  the  Contentien  adjourned  until  ti>- 
morraw  at  eloTcn  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAf,  fcbruaiy  Itth,  1851. 
file  CoDTtnlkin  met  at  eleren  o'clock 
Prajer  wu  made  bj  the  Mr.  Rer.  OaAvrr. 
llta  Journal  of  jeiterda;  wai  nad  in  part, 
when,  on  nintion  of 


out  mof  ed  Utat  the  Convention  pro- 

'  eonaideration  of  the  Report  of  the 

on  the  Elective  Franchiae. 

laaai,  of  Kent,  suggeiled  thai  Uie  bill 

lOt  into  a  tliape  bir  hlmielf  and  the 

'rom  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLar«,)  which  he 

fad  might  be  acceptable  to  the  Con- 

t  ai  that  gentleman  wa*  eoo&ned  to 

^lichnen,  he  (Mr.  C.)  hoped  the 

b  be  witbdrawti. 

au>  with  drew  the  motion. 

I  LiailLMITa  PIrAKTMUIT. 

■wa  moTCd  that  the  ConTcntion  pto- 
1  comidentjon  of  the  Report  of  the 
M  Ae  LcgialetiTe  Department  of  the 


Mr.  CanritiD  laid  he  waa  not  praaent  Teator- 
(lijr  when  the  Chairman  of  the  ComaittM  OB  tbo 
judiciarr,  (Mr.  Bowii,)  made  a  report  (tan  that 
Rommlttee.  It  did  irat  appear  from  tba  journal 
but  that  the  report  had  the  concurTctua  of  the 
whole  committee.  Such wainot the eaaa.  Hr. 
G.  said  he  felt  it  due  to  himaelf  that  he  should 
i^spnas  to  the  ConTEotion  hi*  distent  He  tape- 
liialljr  objected  to  the  time  and  BMda  of  appoint- 
ing the  Jodget  propoaed;  to  the  principle  of  iv- 
uligibilitjr,  and  to  harinf  a  Judge  for  each  ooan- 
Vj.  He  elao  had  other  objactioat  of  leas  import- 
ance. But  he  did  not  propoee,  at  this  time,  Wgo 
iutoaDcsaminetionDt  thetubjecti  at  the  proper 
time  when  thia  subject  should  be  called  up  for 
ihe  coniidarattan  or  the  Conreotion,  beabonld 
take  oceaaioD  to  axpraa  hit  opiniooi  at  large. 
Tor  the  present  he  only  deigned  to  inform  iba 
Ooavention,  and  hit  oonitituent*,  that  he  did  not 


deiire  thai  hit  ditKnl  afaould  be  entered  on 
the  JoumnW 

IMr.  CaiiriKLo.  No,  air.  I  am  tttiiOed  with 
^Ting  thbi  notice. 

Mr.  DoaiEt  presented  a  petition  of  nradry 
rittzens  of  Howard  Diiirict  in  Anne  Amndel 
uountj,  praying  that  aiid  Howard  District  bo 
erected  into  a  new  county,  to  be  called  "How- 
ard county;" 

Which  was  reed,  snd 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Do«»t, 

Laid  on  the  table. 


tions. 
Nona  were  offered. 


nOirMD  DltTKICT 

Mr.  DoMlf  moved  Ih»t  tha  Con*eDlicin  nro- 
eeul  tothaconsidenlloni'fthe  report  heretofore 
mide  b]r  him,  from  the  (elect  committee  appoint- 
ed to  cQDiider  and  report  reapeeling  the  Torma- 

Howard  Diitriet  inio  a  new  county  to  be  called 
Howard  eountj. 

Thu  Report  h*d  be«D  made  the  ■peehl  ordy 
of  the  d»  Tor  thi>  da;. 

The  PaciiDiMT,  )ira  Inn.,  announced  Iha  aaid 
Report  to  be  the  buiinea  before  Lhe  Conirention. 


Mr.  PntLri  n«e  to  inquire  of  the  Cli airman, 
whether  theunRnished  bujine<«orye9terda]r(lha 
Kepott  an  the  Legiilative  Department  of  the 
GavemnlenO  had  not  precedence  orer  the  Re- 
port of  thei^nllemin  from  Anne  Anindel,  (Mr. 
Dorw;.)  He  ("""■  ^0  'i"''  ye«lBr.l»)r  heen  com- 
pelled, very  utrongly  againil  hii  wLihes,  to  take 
up  the  farmer  aubject.  and,  lis*  inj;  been  »u,  he 
did  not  now  fcul  disponed  Id  yield  iUi  title  lo  pri- 
ority. He  bad  also  staled  the  otlier  day,  and  ho 
now  repealwl,  Ihal  he  was  unwilling  tu  lake  up 
Ihii  quellion  ai  lo  Howard  Dixtriel  until  Ihc 
qiieiliDnofTepreKnt3,tiDnaiiilappi>rlianmenlhad 
been  eatUed.  | 

The  PatsincicT,  pn  tern ,  replying  lo  the  point 
of  order  niiud  by  Mr.  Ffiai-n,  alated  tlie  condi- 
tion of  the  biuincM  upon  the  calendar,  and  pro- 
oeedfrd  to  any,  that  the  Convention  had  veaterday, 
taken  up  ihe  Report  from  tlia  LegLi[a[i>e  De- 
partment. That  report  had  not  been  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  any  particular  day.  If  lhe 
nporl  had  been  ollowen  to  remain  where  it  wb! 
Jah  yesterday,  after  it  had  been  read,  it  would 
lUTB  come  up  lo-d-jy  as  unfinished  busiueui,  Hul 
the  ConTenlion  iiad  thought  nrupcr  lu  tik»  il.  uul 
uf  iti  line,  and  lo  make  it  lhe  Bpecial  order  fur 
to-day.  it  would,  thereibra,  come  uu  nfter  nre- 
viaus  special  ordeis  ihould  liai 


'  Done*,)  was  an  imporUnt  otw,  ud  tMt  (Mr.  P.,} 
thought  that  lhe  gentleman  wa*  miataken  In  h^- 
poiinf;  that  Ihe  report  would  pus  nk  lilciifie,  er 
or  irittiout  debale.  For  hie  own  part,  be,  (Mr. 
P.,}  was  not  dttpmedto  giTehii  vote  Id  fnorof 
erecting  new  counljea,  until  he  had  firal  mett- 
(ained  what  Ihe  ba*i*  of  repreMntation  wb>  to  b*. 
He  thou^i  ihal  Ihe  arpiment  of  the  centlaHM 
from  Anne  Arundel,  [Mr.  Doieer,)  dH  bM  il^ 
ply,  hecauM  the  report  rf  the  legEil«tl*e  eenan- 
i  tec  proiided  hnw  new  eountiei,  mede  bj  lebdi- 
Tixion,  Khould  be  reprewnlad  in  the  kgMuhe 
halls.  In  addition  lo  thir,  he,  (Mr.  P.,)  weiU 
:  Klale,  that  there  was  a  number  of  gcntlemae  oa 
'  botli  lides  of  the  ConTenlion  who  were  enxiaM 
.  to  Tolo  upon  lhe  second  Mctkni  of  tbe  repart  of 
the  legiaialiT     '        -    -  -  — • 


■e  de«ii 


s  lo  le* 


eity.    Ha  lb 


of  lhe  Chair  w 


irought  inl 
aced,hyai 


ecn  disposed 

lliougilit.he  said,  that  the  decision 
1  corVecL  The  Convention  had 
«  the  difficulty  in  which  it  was 
.  ^  I  error  on  ib  own  part.  And  in 
order  that  the  Convention  might  clear  itself  from 
tbii  difficulty,  lie  would  mova  lliat  all  previDui 
urdara  be  postponad,  with  a  view  lo  enable  the 
CouvanLioo  to  proceed  to  the  considoratiDD  of  the 
R«port  o(  the  Committee  on  the  Legislative  De- 
psrtuient. 

Mr.  DoKsir  briedjr  opposed  Ihe  motion  to  post- 
pone the  Howard  District  refwrt,  and  Huggested 
that  if  the  report  of  the  legislative  committee 
itbould  be  fiR>l  acted  upon,  it  would  be  requisite 
to  re-cooiider  portions  of  its  provisions,  in  order 
to  acGomuda'e  them  to  ihu  action  of  Uie  Conven- 
tion upon  the  other  reporL  Ha  presumed  it 
would  not  occupy  much  time. 

Mr.  DiiHALDfoN  hoped  that  the  Coinealion 
would  lake  up  the  Howard  District  report. 

.^Ir.  I'HKLri  hoped,  lie  said,  tliat  the  motion  uf 
tbe  geiillBman  from  Charles,  {  Mr.  Merrick,) 
Would  prevail.  The  queition  involved  in  the  re- 
port of  the  gentleman  from  AaneAruDdel,  (Mr. 


that  an  opportunity  should  bB|exlcTided  toIhiHte 
exprevi  their  i^cntimenli  and  to  reconl  IbekiaMi 
upon  the  seciion.  (It  was  that  which  raktad  ta 
bipnnial  sesiiani.)  He  hoped,  therefbre,  that 
the  teporl  of  the  commiliee  on  the  legiilatife  d» 
panment  would  he  taken  up  lo-day. 

Mr.  MaaaicE  said  it  was  direply  lo  be  repal- 
led,  that  so  much  of  the  lime  of  the  OoovNtfoe 
]  was  cunaumed  in  discussing  Ihe  order  of  buaii^ 
At  the  lime  of  the  adjournment  yesterday,  KwM 
manifestly  lhe  filed  purpose  of  the  CoDvenliN 
lo  go  on  with  the  report  of  the  comralttaa  aa  Ike 
legislative  department ;  and  it  was  only  by  ai  ar 
ror,  a>  he  had  before  staled,  that  tlie  diSeultf  tad 
arisen  this  morning.  He  hoped  that  the  ^(Upw 
still  eilalad  in  the  mind  of  the  ConvenlMa,  la 

rceed  now  with  this  important  part  oT  tbepi^ 
buiinfss.  And  he  submitted  that  thera  WM 
t)o  necessity  to  aot  upon  the  report  of  iba  aaa- 
miltee  relative  to  Howard  Disiriel,  In  aBlidre- 
tion  of  thu  report  of  the  legislative  commiUae. 

Mr.  DoaicT  said  he  hid  looked  at  the  tefari 
of  tha  committee  on  the  legislative  depertMat 
with  some  care,  pnd  he  asrured  geDtlsmea  IW 
they  were  mistaken  in  supposing  that  a  rmoo- 
sidcration  of  lhe  legislative  report  would  not  be 
necessary  if  il  was  acted  upon  before  tbe  pqMrt 
of  the  committeeon  Howard  District.  Heooold 
turn  tu  the  report  and  satisfy  genllemen  that  thay 
wen  mistaken,  but  he  did  not  wish  ta  taka  ap 
the  lime  of  the  Convention  He  thought  that  tbe 
Howard  District  report  would  occupy  but  litlla 
lime,  and  he  hoped  Itiat  the  Convention  wouH  p 
on  and  dispose  of  it  now. 


the  consideration  of  the  Howard  Diatrict  r^orti 
wilh  a  view  to  take  up  the  report  of  ^a  oonntl- 
lee  on  the  legislative  departmenL      * 

Mr.  Bkbwn  hoped  that  the  motion  to  pmlfa 
would  not  be  agreed  to.  The  beat  way  la  pt 
Ihrough  with  the  fausineasoftlie  Conranliaa,  wM 
to  eoiisider  and  dispose  of  it  in  the  order  Id  wUct 

Mr.  JiHiraa  gave  notice  thai  if  he  shoaM  ta 
abeeut,  (aa  be  probably  might  be,)  when  UA  n- 
port  from  Committee  No.  14,  in  relalkm  to  Iha 
ntabliihmeni  of  a  Board  of  Works,  should  co«t 
up,  ba  did  not  deaire  that  the  CoDventiaii  Aoril 
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hb  absence  ts  tny  objection  to  taking  h 

HOWARD    DISTRICT. 

Pruidext,  jn^  Um.,  again  stated  the  ques- 
be  on  the  moiion  of  the  gentleman  from 
■,  (Mr.  Merrick,)  to  postpone  the  Howard 
{I  report.  And  the  Preiidknt,  pro  lem., 
that  a  vote  of  two-thirds  would  be  required 
BM>tion  being  for  a  suspension  of  tbe  rules. 
«  conversation  on  the  point  of  order  fol- 
between  Mr.  Mcrrick  and  the  Prbbidekt, 
u,  when 

Pbbsidbsit,  pro  Um.,  then  decided  that, 
leh  aa  the  Convention  had  taken  up  and 
ded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  gentle- 
DOi  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey.)  it  was 
tent  for  the  Convention,  by  the  vote  of  a 
Ay,  to  postpone  its  further  consideration. 

question,  "shall  the  further  consideration 
laid  report  be  postponed,"  was  then  taken, 
r  a^  36,  noes  34, 

further  consideration  thereof,  was  post- 

THB  LEGISLATIVE   DEPARTMENT. 

I  Convention  thereupon,  proceeded  to  the 
eration  of  the  report  made  on  the  twenty- 
altimo,  by  Mr.  Joiivson,  as  chairman  of 
Biiiultee  on  the  legislative  department  of 
ivernment. 
r  this  report,  see  the  date  in  which  it  was 

Dorset  said,  that  he  was  not  in  his  seat 
lay,  being  engaged  in  the  court  above.  He 
I,  therefore,  know  on  what  part  of  the  re- 
le  Convention  was  oneageo.  He  had  an 
Iment  which  he  desired  to  offer  to  the  first 
I  of  the  report. 

I  Prbsidekt,  pro.  ffm.,  stated  that  yester- 
e  report  hud  been  read  for  information  on- 

piogress  had  been  made  in  it.  The  first 
a  oi  the  report  was  now  under  considera- 

»  fint  section  of  the  report  was  then  read  as 
mz 

!iM  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  State 
be  Tested  in  two  distinct  branches,  the 
•  be  styled  the  Senate,  the  other  the  House 
lentea,  and  both  together,  **the  General 
ibty  of  Maryland.''  ^ 
Dorset  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
ind  to  substitute  for  it  an  amendment, 
rfter  noticed,)  commencing   as   '^article'' 

D.  explained,  that,  by  reference  to  page 
'the  journal,  the  Convention  would  per- 
that  the  word  ••article"  as  applied  to  a 
( of  the  report  was  informal.  The  resolu- 
itft)duced  by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
Mr.  Preastman,)  and  which  would  be 
at  the  page  mentioned,  provided  "tlial  the 
il  committees  on  the  Constitution,  be  in- 
od  to  report  by  articles,  such  propositions  as 
I  be  submitted  by  them  for  the  adoption  or 
km  of  this  body,"  &c. 

,  (Mr.  D's,)  reason  for  the  moiion  to  strike 
e  claoae  itself,  was>  he  thought,  that  io  the 


old  Constitution  better.  Mr.  D.  read  the  two. 
The  provision  of  the  old  ConsUtutkNi,  he  thought, 
ezprened  every  thing  quite  as  explicitly,  and  in 
fewer  words. 

Mr.  CHAMBBas,  of  Kent,  suggested  that  he  sup- 
posed the  idea  to  have  been,  to  make  an  article 
of  each  branch  or  department  of  the  government, 
and  then  to  sub-divide  the  articles  into  sec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Phelps  concurred  in  tbe  explanation  giv- 
en by  Mr.  Chambers,  and  said,  that  the  commit- 
tee on  the  legislative  department  had  framed  the 
phraseology  of  their  report,  in  accordance  with 
that  contained  in  other  reports,  and  had  not 
thought  proper  to  depart  from  the  usual  manner 
of  expreasion. 

As  to  the  substitute  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Dor- 
sey,) he,  (Mr.  P.,)  had  no  objection  to  it.  He 
felt  himself  placed,  however,  in  an  unenviable 
poaition  in  regard  to  this  report.  He  waa  not  . 
prepared,  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  to  make  a  lepor 
himself. 

That  gentleman  came  here  a  few  days  ago, 
and  was  anxious  to  leave  tlie  next  day.  His  r^ 
port  was  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  was 
lUMt  read  with  the  understanding  that  each  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  might  dissent  fVom  the  re- 
port, or  offer  any  amendments  to  it.  Subsequent- 
ly, the  chairman  of  the  committee,  had  stated  to 
hire,  [Mr.  P.,]  that  he  probably  might  not  be 
here  when  the  report  was  taken  up,  and  had 
asked  him,  [Mr.  P.,]  to  take  charge  of  it  in  his 
absence.  He  had  answered  generally,  that  he 
would  endeavor,  in  the  best  way  he  could,  to 
carry  out  the  design  of  the  report 

He  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey,)  tliat  the  language  of  the 
old  Constitution  was  more  concise  ana  expressive 
than  that  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Bowie.    I  accept  the  amendment  then; 

Mr.  DoasBY,  (referring  to  the  resolution  on 
the  journal,)  submitted  that  it  would  be  better 
to  arrange  the  provisions  of  the  report  with  & 
view  to  naving  them  numbered  from  beginning 
to  end.  It  would  prevent  mistakes.  He'thought 
that  the  resolution  showed  thai  the  intention  of 
the  Convention  was  such  as  his  amendment  indi* 
cated.  He  was  not  tenacious  about  it,  but  he 
thought  its  effect  would  be  beneficial. 

Mr.  Mbbricr  said,  he  thought  it  was  not  ma- 
terial whether  the  word  ^'article"  or  "section*' 
was  used.  Yet,  he  thought,  that  perhaps,  Ibr 
the  reason  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  it  might  be  better  to  use 
the  word  **8eotioD." 

He  coneurred  in  the  opinion  expreased  by  the 
gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey,) 
that  the  words  of  the  old  Constitution  were  pre- 
ferable to  those  of  the  report. 
Mr.  DoasET  remarking,  that  the  verbal  amend- 
ment he  had  proposed,  would  be  ^yplieable 
to  other  reports,  withdrew  that  amendment.  In- 
tending to  offer  it  again  bereafler. 

The  question  then  was  on  the  motkm  of  Mr. 
DoRSBT,  to  strike  out  the  said  fint  seettaof  the 
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report,  and  to  lubstitute  the  wordi  of  tlie  old 
Constitution  as  follows: 

"The  legislature  shall  consist  of  two  distinct 
branches,  a  Senate  and  a  House  of  Delegates, 
which  ahiill  be  styled  the  General  AssemMy  of 
Maryland.** 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  second  section  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, was  then  read  as  follows: 

Section  S2iid.  The  senatois  shall  be  elected  by 
the  qualified  voters,  for  the  term  of  four  years, 
and  the  Delegates  for  the  term  of  from  the 

day  of  the  freneral  election." 

Mr.  Phelps  moved  to  strike  out  the  said  sec- 
ond section,  and  substitute  for  it  an  amendment, 
of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  Saturday  last, 
and  which  was  in  the  following  words: 

"The  senators  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  of  this  State,  for  the  term  of  four  yean, 
and  the  delegates  in  like  manner,  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  the  day  of  the  general  election; 
and  the  regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  biennial." 

Mr.  Mbrrick  remarked  that  a  motion  to  per- 
fect a  section  was  in  order,  before  the  motion  to 
strike  it  out.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to  fill 
the  blank  in  the  section  with  "one" 

This  proposition,  (Mr.  M.  remarked,)  brought 
up  the  question  of  biennial  or  annual  sessions. 
His  own  opinion  accorded  with  the  views  enter- 
tained by  our  ancestors,  which  was,  that  it  was 
wise  and  wholesome— a  great  preservative  of 
liberty  and  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  that  there 
should  be  frequent  meetings  of  their  representa- 
tives. He  did  not  like  the  idea  of  leavinn;  the 
whole  affairs  of  the  State  of  Maryland — its  finan- 
cial concerns  and  general  interests — in  the  hands 
of  individuals — public  officers — for  the  period  of 
two  years,  before  the  grand  judgment  of  the  State 
should  be  called  to  examine  and  pass  upon  their 
acts.  He  thought  the  publk:  good  required  that 
the  Legislature  should  meet  once  a  year — that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  should  be  elec- 
ted at  short  intervals,  and  should  account  to  their 
principals  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
used  tneir  powers.  This  was  a  great  cardinal 
principle,  which  lay  at  the  foundation  of  all  free 


These  public  trusts,  therefore,  ahoold  not  be  Mt 
unaccounted  for,  for  the  period  of  two  yean. 
Let  the  officers  of  the  SUte  feel  and  know  that 
they  were  annually  responsible  (br  their  ecta.  R 
would  be  a  great  check  upon  them — e  nfepMri 
for  themselves,  and  for  tne  people.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  there  would  be  annuel  eleetoonii 
and  annual  convocations  of  the  LegMetme.  Bo 
far  as  the  matter  of  economT  wea  coacegned,  it 
was  not  to  be  weighed  in  the  Dalenoe,  agaimt  the 
great  good  to  be  attained. 

Mr.  Prelfs  said,  he  felt  constrained  to  le- 
knowledge  that  he  felt  he  occupied  a  moel  imsa- 
viable  position,  in  regard  to  tiiis  report.    The 
honorable   chairman  of  the  commntee,  (Mr. 
Johnson,)  is  not  now  in  bis  seat,  andthcoo^  the 
courtesy  of  that  distinj^hed  gentlemen,  Ineofr 
nection  with  the  position  assigned  him,  upon  the 
committee  itself,  he  felt  called  upon  to  exeielM 
at  least,  some  supervisory  cere  over  thii  lepoit 
He  regretted  to  differ  with  hia  friend  mm 
Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick. )    He  alwaja  entertuead 
the  most  profound  respect  for  his  opinloae.    Bis 
long  and  brilliant  public  services,  entitled  hia  to 
regard,  but  he  oould  not  vote  for  hia  amendmetf. 
It  was  suggested  to  him,  (Mr.  P..)  upon  his  n^d^ 
that  his  object  would  be  attaioeo,  bj  moHnc  ta 
fill  the  blank,  in  the  second  section  of  the  Dfl!, 
with  two  years.    He  thanked  the  gentleann  far 
his  kindness,  but  must  adhere  to  his  oripnel  mo- 
tion. 

He  desired, by  his  amendment,  toapproeehliii 
object,  boldly  and  without  cover.  The  meiori^ 
ofthe  committee  were  in  favor  of  bienniel  Wh 
sions  of  the  Legislature, .  and  the  report  now  n- 
der  consideration,  was  designed  to  eccoa^hh 
that  object ;  yet,  without  this  amendment,  er 
some  other  similar  to  it,  the  report  would  (ail 
to  secure  this  most  important  proposition.  !■• 
portant  in  his  estimation,  in  every  sense,  uidoee 
m  which  the  commonwealth  must  feel  the  dee^ 
est  interest. 

The  |;entleman  from  Charles  (Mr.  Merrick,) 
had  insisted  upon  frequent  electioua,  and 


frequent,  and  direct  accountability  to  the  people. 
That  the  representative  should  be  forced,etSMrt 
periods,  to  give  an  account  of  his  stewardship  to 
the  people  themselves.  Now,  Mr.  Preaideet,  I 
fully  concur  in  these  opinions.  They  are  in  Mriet 
accordsnoe  with<lhe  spirit  and  genlni  of  ear 


government.    He  hoped  that  this   Convention    Republican  institutions.    The  very  prineiple< 


would  not  set  the  example  of  violatbiff  that  prin- 
ciple. Let  the  length  of  the  sessions  oe  limited, 
if  the  Convention  chose,  to  as  short  a  period  as 
they  might  think  proper.  But  there  was  no  other 
way  in  which  the  people  could  get  at  the  doings  of 
their  functionariee,ezcept  through  their  represen- 
tatives. This  Convention  had  met  to  form  a  Con- 
stitution to  last  for  years,  until  it  should  be 
found  unsuited  to  the  times.  The  Convention, 
therefore,  should  look  now  to  the  dangers  which 
might  threaten  the  State.  One  of  these  dancers 
was,  the  unfaithfulness  of  public  servants.  Uod 
forbkl  that  he  should  reflect  upon  any  man.  But 
gentlemen  were  to  consider  the  large  sums  of 
money  which  were  passing  through  the  hande  of 
these  offiicen,  and  should  remember  that  the  best 
and  pursit  meO)  had  been  tempted  end  corrupted. 


tended  for  is  already  engrafted  upon  our  Bill  of 
Rights,  and  is  destined  to  become  a  pert  end  par* 
eel  of  the  organic  law  of  our  lend.  Fkeqnsit 
elections  and  frequent  and  direct  accountebilitj 
(Mr.  P.)  said,  were  doctrines  which  he  heU  ia 
common  with  his  friend  from  Charles.  But  what 
ore  we  to  understand  hyihese  words  "these  ceidl- 
nal  principle?"  These  are  relative  terma,  end  an 
surely  not  intended  to  designate  any  precise  Isi^ 
of  time.  These  terms,  if  imperative,  aheald 
apply  alike  to  all  the  officers  of  the  Goreie* 
menu  All  alike  should  be  held  to  direct  aad 
strict  aceountability.  Yet,  Mr.  President,  «a 
now  have  reports  before  the  Convention  pravi- 
ding  for  the  election  of  Governor  for  the  tenn  of 
three  years.  Registers  of  Wills,  and  Clorka  of 
the  Crounty  courts  for  six  years,  end  the  Judges 
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for  tn  yeftfit  ftnd  they  are  in  most  initaneei 
made  re-eligible  to  the  same  offices.  If  these 
most  important,  and  tmW  responsible  offices,  can 
be  held  m  aceordanee  with  the  spirit  and  genius 
of  tile  GoTemment«  for  tliese  respective  terms. 
If  their  terms  of  aervioe  are  not  in  conflict  with 
thbcaidinal  principle  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  with 
the  doctrine  of  frequent  elections,  and  frequent 
aeoouBtibility  to  the  people,  he  would  respectful- 
ly, but  earnestly  inquire,  where  is  the  fearful,  the 
awfn!  danter,  to  be  apprehended  from  the  elec- 
tion of  Delegates,  to  the  General  Assembly,  for 
the  term  of  two  years  ?  He  must  be  permitted 
to  ny,  that  these  danEers  eiisted  alone  in  the 
ezeited  imaginaUons  ofgentlemen.  Your  Sena- 
tors in  Ooopeas,  as  wen  as  in  Tour  State,  hold 
their  poeltions  for  six  years,  without  exciting  the 
ilil^teft  apprehension  of  danger,  without  alarm- 
ing tiie  fears  of  any  one.  Yet,  eentlemen  are 
startled,  absolutely  norriiied,  at  the  momentous 
fooiogocnrffis,  which  will  befal  the  State,  be- 
came, aaembers  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  are 
not  rotormMl  eech  and  oTcry  year.  They  wouid 
have  ns  believe,  that  the  safety  and  perpetuity  of 
oor  re^bliean  institutions  were  put  in  absolute 
perilv  by  thb  amendment,  and  that  our  dearest 
riglita,  and  brightest  hopes  would  be  endanj^red 
by  Ha  adoption,  by  this  House.  Mr.  P.  said  for 
his  pert,  ne  had  no  such  apprehensions.  He  had 
no  ooaht  the  morrow's  sun  would  shine  quite  as 
bright,  ami  the  Aj  would  be  quite  as  clear,  if 
thia  proriaion  be  incorporated  upon  the  Constitu- 
tloD,  as  if  rejected.  Yea,  sir,  our  political  hori- 
no  will  be  much  brightened,  by  its  adoption,  and 
this  ConventioD,  in  his  opinion,  elevated  in  pub- 
lis  estimetion.  The  people  not  only  expect  it, 
but  they  wiU  demand  it  at  our  hands. 

The  greet  question  at  issue,  Mr.  President,  and 
the  oDly  one,  entitied  to  the  grave  consideration 
of  this  enlightened  Assembly  is,  does  the  public 
iDlareit  reqntre  annual  sessions  of  the  Legisla- 
tore.'  Is  the  condition  of  the  State  such,  as  to 
demand  the  presence  of  the  General  Assembly, 
at  the  aeatof  Government  once  in  twelve  months  ? 
Will  the  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the  people 
of  Meiyiand  be  promoted,  oy  the  return  to  an- 
nual aemions  of  the  Legislature?  These  are 
SoealloiM  which  this  Convention  is  called  upon  to 
eelde,  end  it  is  to  be  hoped,  their  decision  will 
remit  in  the  good  of  tiie  Commonwealth. 

Iftr.  P.  aaid  be  would  now  call  upon  honorable 
gHntlemiff«  around  him,  to  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately ezemfaie  these  propositions,  and  he  called 
upon  them  to  show  the  necessity  of  this  constant 
and  ever  accumulating  amount  of  legislation. 

The  great  questions  connected  witli  the  inter- 
sal  iaprovement  policy  of  Uie  State  are  now  set- 
tled, end  he  hoped  once  and  forever.  Your  Chesa- 
peahe  end  Ohio  canal  has  already  reached  Cum- 
beriand.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  was 
strelehhw  rapidly  across  the  Alleghanies,  and 
ere  kmgH  destined  to  tap  the  Ohio  river.  Your 
Tidewater  eanel  and  your  Susquehanna  rail  road 
arajalreadyfinnhed^tosay  nothing  of  your  Wash- 
iogton  and  Annapolis  and  Elkndge  rail  roads. 
TlMM  great  internal  improvement  schemes  which 
for  the  time  had  so  paialyied  the  energies  of  the 
people  of  Maiyluid  and  so  signally  embarra»ed 


the  public  treasurr,  require  no  fnrtiier  legisla- 
tion. But  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  soon  be  in 
a  condition  to  make  at  leant  partial  returns  for 
the  vast  amount  of  the  public  treasure  which  tlipy 
have  cost.  l*hese  subjects  were,  therefore,  he 
hoped,  not  again  to  be  agitated  in  these  balls. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Slate,  at  one 
time,  was  such  as  to  require  annual  sessions  of 
the  Legislature.  But  a  few  vears  since  there 
was  an  annual  accumulation  of  interest  upon  the 
public  debt  of  from  three  to  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  public  credit  was  dishonored. 
The  faith  and  honor  of  Maryland  was  a  by-word 
m  other  and  distant  lands,  and  repudiation  even 
m  these  halls  stood  unreb'iked  These  dark  and 
damning  clouds,  Mr.  President,  have  passed  away 
once  arid  forever.  A  brighter  and  more  glorious 
sun  has  dawned  upon  the  people  %f  Maryland. 
Our  public  faith  ii  fully  redeemed,  and  we  stand 
at  all  times  ready  to  meet  our  engagements.  Not 
only  so,  but  we  have  some  tiiree  or  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars  surplus  annually,  to  apply  to  the 
extinguishment  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt.  From  thb  truthful  statement,  it  is  evident 
that  the  finances  of  tiie  State  do  not  require  an 
annual  supervision  by  the  Legislature. 

Where  then,  is  the  necessity  of  returning  to 
annual  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  ?  What 
is  the  nature  and  character  of  the  great  and  al- 
rnost  entire  amount  of  our  legislation  ?  Why, 
sir,  mere  local  enactments  for  local  and  private 
purposes,  and  in  many  instances,  at  least,  are  of 
no  public  or  even  private  utility. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature,  it  being  the  first  under'the  biennial 
bill,  that  more  than  five  hundred  bills  and  resolu- 
tions had  passed  the  General  Assembly,  fie  it 
so;  and  not  unfrequently  the  number  under  an- 
nual sessions  had  at  least  approximated  this 
amount  of  legislation. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  carefully  examined  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  those  enactments  about 
which  gentlemen  talk  so  much,  and  he  had  as- 
certained that  out  of  this  number,  there  was  one 
hundred  and  fiily-fivo  acts  of  incorporation. 
Nearly  one  ihird»of  the  entire  legislation  of  the 
last  year  was  taken  up  by  onactmenU  of  this  sort. 
He  had  had  some  experience  upon  tiiis  brancli 
of  the  public  service,  having  in  the  Senate  of 
Maryland,  been  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
corporations,  and  he  could  testify  to  the  amount 
of  trouble  and  vexation  occasioned  by  this  spe- 
cies of  legislation.  These  bills  were  always  ex- 
ceedingly lengthy,  requiring  much  time  for  their 
consideration,  both  in  committee  and  before  the 
legislature.  There  wus  a  committee  in  this  body 
raised  upon  this  subject,  and  he  felt  confident 
that  that  committee  would  provide  by  a  Consti- 
tutional enactment,  that  the  legislature  hereafter 
should  part  forever  with  the  power  of  passing 
these  laws,  and  that  the  power  should  devolve 
elsewhere.  This  could  be  done  even  by  the  pas- 
sage  of  a  general  law,  defining  the  manner  and 
conditions  upon  which  companies  could  incorpo- 
rate themselves. 

Apin,  there  was  out  of  this  number  twenty- 
one  laws  passed  to  dissolve  that  most  holy  and 
solemn  obligations  of  thej  marriage  agreement, 
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and  that,  too,  generally  upon  mere  ex  parte  testi- 
mony. 

The  report  now  under  consideration  provides 
that  hereafter,  the  legislature  of  this  State  should 
have  no  control  over  this  subject,  but  that  the 
courte  should  exercise  exclusiTe  jurisdiction,  in 
all  such  cases.  If  these  two  propositions  be  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  Convention,  and  in  his  opinion, 
they  doubtlesH  would  be,  we  f^i  rid  at  once  of 
over  one-third  of  the  entire  legislation  of  the 
»tate. 

To  pursue  this  subject  a  step  farther,  he 
would  remark  that  out  of  the  vast  number  of 
laws  passed  here  at  the  last  session,  and  to  which 
so  much  importance  is  attached,  thirteen  only 
were  of  a  general  character. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  is  not  this  a  most  start* 
ling  fact,  and  4P^  i^  "^^  demonstrate  beyond 
question,  Uio  utter  folly  of  burtheninc;  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State,  with  the  great  expense  incident 
upon  annual  sessions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  reprdedthe  subject  of  bien- 
nial sessions,  as  an  adjudicated  question — as  a 
proposition  solemnly  settled  by  the  people  them- 
selves. He  believed  it  was  so  regaI^ded  through- 
out Maryland,  during  the  canvass  of  last  yeiair. 
Thejpeople  throughout  the  State  were  called  up- 
on at  the  ballot-box,  in  1846,  to  decide  for  them- 
selves, the  question  now  under  debate.  The 
provisions  of  the  biennial  law,  were  published  in 
every  county  in  Maryland,  and  its  various  sec- 
tions entered  largely  mto  the  canvass  before  the 
people  of  that  fall;  and  in  onlcr  to  ascertain,  be- 
yond question,  the  sense  of  the  people  upon  this 
subject,  every  voter,  when  at  the  polls,  was  cal- 
led upon  solemnly  to  record  his  individual  vote 
for  or  against  this  constitutional  change.  The 
result  is  well  known.  Out  of  about  fifty-five 
thousand  votes  polled,  near  five  thousand  majo- 
lity  were  declared  in  favor  of  biennial  sessions  of 
the  Legislature.  Has  this  Convention  any  evid- 
ence of  change  of  opinion  upon  the  subject? 
None  whatever.  Not  a  petition  in  the  opposi- 
tion has  found  its  way  into  these  balls.  Not  a 
newspaper  throughout  Maryland^  has  dared  to 
advocate  a  return  to  annual  sessions;  and  geu tie- 
men  upon  this  floor,  who  are  most  earnest  and 
violent  in  their  opposition  to  this  amendment, 
have  been  forced  to  admit  that  no  complaint 
against  the  measure  exists,  even  among  their 
own  constituency. 

Fourteen  States  of  this  Union  have  adopted 
biennial  sessions,  and  among  that  number  are 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and 
Louisiana.  Ohio,  the  third  State  of  the  Union 
in  point  of  population,  and  he  believed  in  wealth, 
also  has  adopted  this  measure,  and  l^uuibiana, 
with  the  populous  and  commercial  city  of  New 
Orleans  as  nor  emporium,  has  also  done  ^o.  In 
faet,  almost  all  the  Southern  Democratic  States, 
have  incorporated  this  provision  upon  their 
organic  law.  He  mentioned  this  fact  to  show 
this  House,  that  this  amendment  did  not  stand 
obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  being  exclusively  a 
whig  measure. 

In  no  instance  had  this  provision  been  adopted 
el^wliere,  and  after  trial  abandoned.     This 


principle  is  contrary  to  the  profrres<sve  spirit  of 
the  age.  Maryland  alone,  should  this  principle 
be  departed  from  by  this  Convention,  will  stand 
in  the  unenviable  attitude  of  what  is  vulgarly 
called  "taking  tlie  back  track.^* 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  proceed  to  consider  this 
amendment,as  a  retrenchment  measiuro — as  a  pro- 
position calculated  to  savo  to  the  |N>ople  of  Ma- 
ryland, thirty  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  all 
time  to  come.  It  would  save  tlie  interest  of  half 
a  million  of  tlie  public  dtibt.  He  would  ask  gen- 
tlemen what  was  the  most  potent  argument  used 
throughout  the  State,  in  favor  of  calling  this 
Convention?  Ho  would  answer,  apart  from  tli« 
city  of  Baltimore,  where  increased  representa- 
tion was  the  all  prevailing  argument,  that  re- 
trenchment of  the  public  expenditures,  was  tlie 
watchword  every>here.  Low  salarieti  and  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  ofllcers,  was  the  con- 
stant cry  of  the  reform  party,  in  all  the  counties 
— in  every  section  of  the  State.  Retrenchment 
and  reform  was  emblazoned  upon  every  banner. 
These  were  the  watchwords  of  the  party,  and 
they  rauipari  possa  ever>  where.  It  was  well 
known  here  and  elsewhere,  that  he  had  op- 
posed this  Convention,  and  he  felt  now  constrain- 
ed to  declare  that  what  he  hud  witnessed  hi  these 
halls,  had  but  strengihencd  his  conviction  of  the 
correctness  of  his  own  judgment. 

But,  Mr.  President,  as  the  people  have  deter- 
mined this  Convention  should  lie  callod,  and  that 
they  would  have  a  new  goveninient,  no  man  on 
this  floor  was  more  anxious  and  more  sincerely 
desirous  than  himself  to  make  a  good  Constitu- 
tion, and  one  which  would  be  well  received 
throughout  the  State.  But  to  return.  What 
are  the  evidences  upon  this  floor  that  public  ex- 
pectation wiU  be  gratified  with  regard  to  these 
pro|)ositions  ?  What  salaried  oflUcers  are  now 
proposed  to  be  abolished  r  Ah !  Mr.  President, 
where  is  even  the  salary  of  one  oflicer  proposed 
to  be  reduced  ?  No|wliero — no  not  one.  Not  one, 
sir.  The  converse  of  this  pro|H>sition  is  too  true. 
The  necessity  and  even  expediency  of  returning 
to  annual  sessions  of  the  Legislature  at  an  in- 
crease of  expense  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually is  now  itrongly  ui^ed  upon  this  floor. 
Gentlemen  who  would  hccunic  indignant  at  be- 
ing called  anti-reformers  oppose  this  amendment. 
Where,  he  would  again  ask,  are  the  evidenee$ 
within  these  Halls  ot  a  determination  to  retrench 
in  any  manner  the  public  expenditures?  He 
could  but  repeat  this  most  important  ihquiry. 

Do  the  reports  from  standing  committees  now 
before  us  foreshadow  the  result  r  He  could  but 
again  answer  no,  sir,  n<}.  But  a  few  years  since 
it  was  luo&t  eloquently  urged  upon  this  floor  aivl 
elsewhere,  that  the  salary  of  two  thousand  a  year 
was  ample  for  a  plain  republican  Governor. 
What  say  gentlemen  now  upon  this  subject.' 
The  Chairniau  of  tlie  Executive  Committee,  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Queen  Annes,  (ex- 
Governor  Grason,)  has  given  the  answer.  The 
report  of  that  committee  propof^es  to  fix  thecom- 

{ sensation  of  the  Governor  at  four  thousand  dol- 
ars  a  year,  just  double  the  amount  fixed  upon 
during  tlie  prevalence  of  this  reform  fever.  The 
distiiiguislied  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr.  Mc- 
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ho  it  tt  the  hetd  of  the  Committee  on 
mry  Depertmeot,  propoeea  to  create  a 
tr  as  ComptroUer  of  the  Treasury,  with 
f  three  thooMiid  dollars  a  year.  The 
tbcOBhed  and  talented  gentleman  from 
(llr.  Jeniffinr,)  Chairman  of  what  ia 
ealled,here  the  omnibus  committee, 
M  in  faTor  of  a  board  of  public  works 
al  cost  of  some  six  or  eiaht  thousand 
fear.  But  where,  he  wouU  again  ask, 
rorisioQs  ibr  retrenching  the  public  ex- 
He  did  not  now  intend  to  aigue  these 

Mid  he  intended  to  express  at  this  time 
a  upon  any  one  of  these  propositions, 
t  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.'*  At 
r  time  and  in  the  proper  place,  he  ex- 
be  able  to  glTO  a  reason  for  the  hope 
rithinhim. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  heard  much 
i  the  great  and  exceeding;  expensire- 
ar  Judiciary  system.  This  has  been  a 
Niiea  of  animadvenion  by  politicians 
iaily  reformers  for  many  yean  past; 
J  has  been  loud  and  long  for  retrench- 

■  Department  of  the  Government.  On 
the  equally  distinguished  gentleman  at 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  (Mr. 
taaented  his  report,  and  this  morning 

rD  our  desks,  tie  had  had  only  time 
report  a  verr  hasty  glance.  He 
rofer,  it  proposed  one  Judge  for  each 
the  State,  at  a  salary  of  two  thousand 
pear,  and  six  other  Judges  for  the  city 
ire,  with  salaries  varying  from  fifteen 
loUars  to  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  a 

0  an  independent  Court  of  Appeals  to 
hree  members,  with  saUiries  or  twoiity- 
ad  dollars  each.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
to  this  rsport  we  shall  have  twenty- 

■  in  Maryland,  with  an  average  aiioual 
over  two  thousand  a  dollars  a  year, 
aiumal  demand  upon  the  Treasury  for 
teent  of  the  Government  of  some 
■and  dollars.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  not 
inue  this  subject  further,  he  would 

matter  to  the  especial  friends  of  re- 
t  and  reform  upon  this  floor.  He 
uA,  however,  that  by  an  examination 
wury  report,  the  annual  expenses 
3oii8titution,  under  the  biennial  system, 

eighty-nine  thousand  dollars,  and  if 
Oi  propositions  be  incorporated  in  the 
itation,  the  annual  demands  upon  the 
ooder  the  Constitution,  will  not  be 
no  hundred  and  fiflv  thousand  dollars. 
.  President,  from  the  public  expendi- 

1  diminished  by  this  Convention,  the 
now  is,  they  will  be  increased  some 

and  dollars  annually. 

let  him  in  sober  earnestness,  ask  the 
ty  here,  and  especially  those  from  the 
Btiea,  who  have  all  to  lose  upon  the 
tiOB  question,  how  they  will  aceount 
■wardship  here,  when  suomioned  be- 
r  of  pablu)  opinion  ?  How  do  yoa  pro- 
war  for  these  iacreaaed  publio  eowen- 
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ditures?  Where  shall  a-e  look  for  the  practical 
effects  of  your  retrenchment  principles  ?  We  nee 
no  trace  of  them  in  these  halls.  They  are  gone- 
forever  gone. 

Our  labors  on  this  floor.  Mr.  President,  must 
be  submitted  to  the  sober  judgment  of  an  enlight- 
ened and  far-seeing  constituency,  and  the  efiiect^i 
it"  may  be,  will  be  felt  and  judged  of  by  poster- 
ity itself.  We  shall,  doubtless,  be  judged  b^  a 
righteous  judgment.  He  would  forbear  saynip: 
more. 

Mr  JiNiFEa  submitted  that  the  fact  of  mak- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  biennial, 
would  not  relieve  the  Legislature  from  the  ap- 
plications for  acts  of  incorporation  and  of  divorce, 
upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester, 
(Mr.  Phelps,)  had  laid  so  much  stress.  The 
gentleman  had  asked  whether  any  petitions  had 
been  presented  here,  calling  for  a  return  to  an- 
nual sessions.  He,  (Mr.  J.,)  misht,  with  equal 
force,  ask  whether  petitions  had  been  presented 
here,  asking  for  any  thing  in  relation  to  the  judi- 
ciary—the executive— or  any  other  department? 
The  people  had  sent  this  Convention  here,  to  act 
according  to  their  best  judgment,  and  to  recom- 
mend to  their  adoption,  such  provisions  as  might 
be  deemed  best  suited  to  their  interests  and  neces- 
sities. 

His  colleague,  (Mr.  Merrick,)  had  very  pro- 
perly  stated  why  there  ought  to  be  frequent  elec- 
tions, and  especially  at  the  present  time,  in  view 
of  the  finances  of  the  State,  when  millions  of  dol- 
lars came  into  the  treasury  to  be  expended,  ami 
when,  for  a  period  of  two  yearn,  under  the  pre- 
sent system,  the  offices  were  left  without  public 
accountability. 

The  gentleman  from  Dorchester,  (Mr.  Phelps,) 
in  the  remarks  he  had  submitted,  had  traveled 
beyond  the  legitimate  g^round.  ^  He  had  referred 
to  the  diflerent  reports  of  committees,  and  amongst 
other  things,  to  the  proposed  increase  of  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Governor.  That  questmn  had  been 
a  matter  of  grave  consideration,  and  the  commit- 
tee had  come  unanimously  to  the  conclusion, 
tliat  the  salary  should  be  raised.  The?  had  been 
guided  by  the  true  Democratic  principle,  that  the 
ofiice  was  one  open  to  the  humblest  citizen  of 
the  State,  and  that  a  salary  ought  to  be  attached 
to  it,  which  would  be  commensurate  with  its  im- 
portance. 

The  gentleman  had  talked  a  great  deal  about 
exiMnse.  The  question  for  the  Convention  was, 
whether  a  few  thousand  dollars,  more  or  less, 
were  to  be  broup;ht  in  conflict  with  the  interests 
and  tlie  exigencies  of  a  whole  people.  If  it  was 
supposed  that  the  length  of  the  sessions  would  be 
an  ofantacle  in  the  way  of  annual  meetings  of  the 
LegisUture,  it  would  be  easy  to  remove  that  dif- 
ficulty by  limiting  their  duration. 

He,  (Mr.  J.,)  hoped,  therefore,  that  no  such 
prohibition  would,  at  present,  at  least,  be  adop- 
ted. 

Mr.  DoMALDSON  said,  that  he  wss  one  of  that 
majority  at  the  polls,  to  which  the  ceotleman 
from  Dorchester,  (Mr.  Phelps,)  had  alluded  as 
having  four  years  and  more  ago,  settled  by  the 
popular  voice,  that  the  sessions  of  the  Legiila- 
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ture,  should  be  biennial.  He  had  upon  better 
knowledge  and  more  mature  coniideratioD, 
changed  his  opinion,  and,  he  beliered,  that  the 
greater  part  of  that  majorit?.  if  the^  had  had  the 
lame  iniormation  that  he 'had  derived  from  hia 
experience  in  our  legislation,  would  now  vote  for 
annuflJ  sessions.  The  members  of  this  Conven- 
tion came  freshly  from  the  people  of  Maryland. 
They  are  certainly  a  fair  average  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  community,  and  if  they,  individually » 
pxefer  annual  sessions,  they  may  well  feel  as- 
sured that  such  is  the  preference  of  the  people 
themselves.  He  declared  that  he  knew  no  other 
safe  or  proper  rule  of  action,  in  his  representa- 
tive capacity,  than  to  following  his  own  con- 
scientious convictions,  and  to  presume  that  the 
people  would  approve  of  his  judgment.  If  the 
representative  sought  in  regard  to  these  questions 
to  discover  the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  he 
would  embark,  without  compass,  on  a  wide  sea 
of  conjecture. 

His  reasons  for  voting  at  the  polls  for  biennial 
sessions,  were  his  dread  of  too  much  legislation, 
and  his  desire  to  save  the  State  the  expense  of 
the  alternate  session.    Shortly  after  he  was  elec- 
ted a  Delegate  to  the  General  Assembly,  and 
placed  in  a  position  which  obliged  him  to  become 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  financial  laws 
and  their  system  of  administration,  in  this  State. 
He  then  felt  ashamed  of  the  ignorance  in  which 
he  had  voted  for  biennial  sessions.    He  became 
convinced,  that  as  long  as  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  Treasury  were  so  great,  our 
security  requited  yearly  sessions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.   The  Treasurer  now  receives  upwards  of 
$1,200,000  annually,  and  there  is  often  a  balance 
of  $400,000  on  hand,  from  month  to  month,  and 
on  the  transactions  of  the  Treasurer,  the  law,  as 
yet,  has  not  imposed  adequate  checks.    The  only 
control  over  that  officer  and  his  accounts,  was  in 
the  Legislature.    No  Treasurv  could  well  be  in 
a  more  exposed  condition.    We  had  been  re- 
markably ^rtunate  in  the  character  of  our  offi- 
cers, but  safety  to  the  State,  and  justice  to  our 
own  agents,  require  that  they  should  not  be  sub- 
jected to  such  great  temptations.   All  the  officers 
in  the  State  engaged  in  the  collection  of  the  re- 
venue, and  the  number  is  very  great,  and  Uieir 
duties  most  various,  are  obliged  by  law  to  make 
their  returns  to  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  to  the 
Treasurer.  The  Legulature  is  the  grand  inquest 
of  the  State,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  brings  all 
these  officers  up  to  the  line  of  their  duty.    This 
is  our  great  security  for  their  promptness  and 
'  efficiency.    To  demonstrate  this  m  detail,  would, 
perhaps,  be  tedious  to  the  Convention,  he  merely 
stated  it  now,  as  the  result  of  his  own  observa- 
tion and  experience. 

As  to  the  saving  etfected  by  biennial  sessions, 
(Mr.  D.,)  thought  it  merely  apparent,  not  real. 
We  need  this  check  on  the  accounting  officers, 
and  the  cost  of  the  alternate  session,  was  of  little 
consequence  compared  with  the  security  obtain- 
ed, liesides,  the  public  moneys  are  more  loosely 
and  lavishingly  appropriated  by  a  Legislature, 
under  the  biennial  system,  where  the  members 
are  not  so  soon  called  to  account  for  their  action 
by  the  people.    This  is  well  illuatrated  by  the 


proceediogB  of  the  Lagidatnie,  tt  its  iMt  m- 
sioo. 

He  differed  with  the  gtntlemin  from  DorelMi- 
tar,  (Mr.  Phelps,)  in  his  kieaa  of  retrendnNBt 
and  economy.  True  economy  is  Judleioua  <■- 
penditure.  The  reftisal  to  iDcar  an  ciye, 
needed  for  a  proper  adminjstratkm  of  afiiint  is 
false  economy.  The  gentleman  from  Porchai 
ter,  had  complained  that  articlea  had  been  iWMt. 
ed  here,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Comptrolltref 
the  Treasuary,  thus  establishing  a  new  oAee. 

Mr.  D.  stated  that  he  considered  aoeli  an  «A* 
cer,  in  this  State,  absolutely  necessaij.  It  if  im- 
possible for  the  Treasurer,  to  admmiatflr,  with 
efficiency,  all  the  multifarioot  duties  now  hnpoiid 
upon  him;  and  a  Comptroller  is  also  naedM  as  a 
cneck  upon  the  Treasurer  and  CommiiiiQOff  of 
Loans.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  ezpreaa  a  baiis^ 
that  if  we  had  had  such  an  officer  lor  tlie  laat  In 
years,  we  might  have  secured  anooally,  froataa 
to  twenty  thousand  dollars  more  reTenna  dat 
was  secured. 

In  regard  to  the  excess  of  legislation,  (Mr.  IX, 
said,)  he  objected  to  it  as  much  as  aof  ass 
could,  and  m  would  go  as  far  as  aiqr  OM,  kit* 
strictme  the  Legislature,  so  as  to  reaady  Ihil 
evil.  But,  he  asserted,  Uie  legfailation  iiDdwrsv 
biennial  system,  is  as  excessive  an  anMwsl,  li 
when  we  had  annual  sessions,  and  is  deBiM>f 
worse  in  quality.  If  worse  in  quality,  tlian  w 
there  be  more  need  of  future  ehaupB  or 
toiy  supplements.    The  session  Mng 


and  members  being  always  moat  anzioos  to  lit 
through  their  private  and  local  bills,  of  vlfsh 
there  is  a  great  accumulation  in  tho  eomss  ef 
two  years,  the  public  businesa  is  thmst  ssids^  cr 
most  carelessly  performed.  Mr.  D.  oonaitasd 
this  as  fully  demonstrated  by  the  laws  of  CIm  mb- 
sion  of  1849,  to  which  he  particularly  tefocnd. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  by  rep6ating,  tlial  iia  be- 
lieved the  annual  system  was  very  impeitaat  k 
regard  to  our  finances,  was  more  truly 
cal  than  the  biennial  system,  and  really 
conducive  to  well  considered  and 
lenslation. 

Mr.  Sbllman  expressed  himself  oonvonint  with 
the  whole  history  of  the  legislation  of  Um  Btalt  ii 
regard  to  this  Question  of  biennial  set 
times  it  had  been  used  as  a  stalki 
sometimes  at  an  ambling  ponny.  It 
presented  as  one  of  the  measures  for  tha  smIo- 
ration  and  preservation  of  the  State  eredit,  wd 
so  far  as  itnad  been  based  upon  that  ooniiiiifa- 
tion,  it  had  due  weight  with  him. 

But  how  stood  the  matter  in  regard  to  CiMsr 
gument  of  the  gentleman  fhwi  Doreliestsr,  (Mr. 
Phelps)?  If  it  was  a  mere  question  of  eooBoayi 
that  gentleman  had  not  carried  hlsai;gumealsBt 
as  he  ought  to  have  done;  for,  in  view  ofnoonr 
my  alone,  why  designate  two  years  aatiM' pe- 
riod of  the  meeting  of  the  legislaturel  W^  mC 
say,  once  in  four,  six,  eight,  or  ten  years^ 

But  there  was  another  and  mora  impoitnt 
principle  at  stake— -that  was  to  say,  the  ri^of 
the  people  frequently  to  supervise  tne  aels  ortfaiir 
public  servants.  He  referred  to  the  hiitQty  cf 
this  question  under  the  old  Coostitution,  and  sli* 
ted  that  the  motive  which  oontiolsd  its 
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ia  ■tJibKihiBg  annotl  wionii  (in  preference  to 
odMr  terms  wbidi  had  been  propoeed,)  wu  the 
priMdple  of  reeponiibility;  for  in  the  language 
of  Mwnoii,  ** where  anninl  maions  cetaM,  ty- 
imnr  began.'*  That  was  tiie  ground  upon  which 
jeanj  eooroeations  of  the  lecialature  had  been 
placed,  and  upon  which  they  ought  to 


H«  denied  that  any  eridence  had  been  brought 
to  show  that  aoeh  annual  meetings  were  notne- 
oamiry.  As  regarded  the  fiict  upon  which  the 
patloiBMi  from  Dorcheater,  (Mr.  Phelps,)  had 
dwoltv  that  many  of  the  States  had  adopted  the 
prineiple,  he,  (Mr.   8.,)  thouKht   the 

A  would  find  that  thej  were  for  ue  most 

joongStatea  to  which  speculators  had 

men  whose  interests  would  best  be  pro- 

hf  biennial  sessions,  or  rather  by  no  sea- 

al  alL    He  hoped  that  the  new  Constitution 

woaU  be  left  on  theoriginal  ground. 

Mr.  SnvcBR  said,  that  there  were  some  diffi- 
cdtios  sarroonding  this  question,  but  which 
■%bt  mbahJT  be  oToroome,  so  as  to  secure  the 
vela  or  the  CooTention  upon  some  acceptable 
jngoMoa,  He  had  Toted  at  the  polls  against 
Nnaiol  semiooB  He  had  roted  aninst  them, 
baeoi— ,at  the  Ume,  he  considered  them  a  viola- 
timi  of  the  fuidamental  principle  upon  which 
ov  gjovomment  rested. 

80  loot  aa  the  people  were  soTereign,  he  con- 
aUand  ft  light  and  proper  that  the  meetings  of 
tho  iMslatare  sl^ld  be  annual,  and  any  depart 
tars  from  that  rule,  would  be  a  departure  from 
tho  loeqgnlsed  rights  of  the  pecnple. 

Whal  was  the  inducement  lor  biennial  ses- 
sioatf  Ef ery  one  knew  it,  and  it  was  not  neces- 
sm.  thifefore,  for  him  to  explain.  The  State 
haa  boao  led  into  a  system  of  improvident  legis- 
latkMi.  He  laid  the  responsibilty  of  that  system 
I  partieolar  door.  He  spoke  merely  of  the 
Hie  result  was,  that  the  people  were 
;  to  bo  borthened  with  heavy  taxation.  Ev- 
ery poaaible  devise  waa  reaorted  to,  for  the  pur^ 
poao  of  alleviating  the  burthen,  and  among  oth- 
en,  this  measure  of  biennial  sessions. 

Tbo  qaestion  which  presented  itself  to  the  con- 
sidantkn  of  the  Convention  was— did  that  ne- 
riSBsifi  oxist  now  ?  The  people  of  the  State  of 
MBiYJaad  had  as  yet  given  no  expression  of 
cbUoo.  to  show  that  they  were  dimaUsfied  with 


na  OoDTention  was  firaming  a  Constitution, 
wliieh  the  people  might  accept  or  reject,  and  if 
tUi  pcoviamn  was  incorporated  in  the  Constitu- 
tion the  people  themselves  might  adopt  or  reject 
ft.  Tliere  was  undoubtedly,  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  in  favor  of  biennial  sessions;  and  it 
waa  a  point  which  gentlemen  must  consider — 
wbaCher,  by  adopting  the  principle  of  annuaJ  ses- 
riona.  Ibey  mkht  not  drive  men  to  vote  against 
tbo  GoDStitatioo  who  would  otherwise  have  vo- 
ted fbr  iL  This  was  the  difficulty  which  remain- 
ad  to  bo  overcome.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Con- 
vonthn  had  to  determine  whether  it  was  neces- 
niy  to  faieorporate  a  provision  binding  the  peo- 
ple to  biennial  sessions. 

To  Beet  this  difficulty,  he  intended  to  pronose 
Ha  would  Toto  in  favor  or  the 


S reposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr. 
lerrick,)  provided  that  the  amendment  of 
which,  he,  [Mr.  S.,]  now  gave  notice,  should  be 
adopted. 

J  This  amendment  is  not  on  Wednesday's  iour- 
.  It  waa  offered  the  next  day,  ana  wfll  be 
found  among  the  proceedings.  It  gave  the  leg- 
islature the  right  to  provide  by  law  for  biennial 

sessions.] 

If  his  amendment  was  not  adopted,  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  would  experience  great  difficulty  in  de- 
parting from  the  system  of  legislation,  aa  at  pre- 
sent existing. 

Mr.  BaowN  had  not  intended  to  take  any  part 
in  this  debate,  but  he  thought  that  the  eentleman 
from  Dorchester  had  expressed  himself  strongly 
in  reference  to  the  course  of  the  ledshiture.  As 
be,  [Mr.  B.,]  did  not  belong  to  the  Senate,  he 
could  not  say  what  took  place  there.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Dorchester  bad  a  peculiar  knack  of 
turning  the  blame  from  himself  upon  others.  He 
appeared  to  complain  of  the  great  number  of  acts 
of  mcorporation  that  passed  last  year.  Now,  the 
gentleman  was  on  the  committee  on  incorpora- 
tions m  the  Senate,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  know 
whether  he  reported  unfavorably  upon  one  single 
act  of  incorporation  during  the  session,  or  voted 
against  one  in  the  Senate?  If  he  did,  it  never 
came  to  his  knowledge. 

He,  [Mr.  B,]  was  opposed  to  biennial  seaaions. 
He  thought  that  possibly,  if  we  were  free  from  all 
embarrassments,  there  might  be  no  need  of  annu- 
al sessions,  but  while  we  have  an  expenditure 
or|l,2U0,000  a  year,  it  was  right  that  the  legis- 
lature should  meet  annually.  He  became  sick  of 
biennial  sessions  during  the  last  winter,  when 
there  were  about  eight  hundred  bills  reported, 
and  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  passed,  besides 
nearly  one  hundred  joint  resolutions,  he  had 
never  known  such  an  amount  of  labor  performed 
as  waa  performed  by  the  House  of  Delegates, 
last  session,  in  the  same  length  of  time.  But 
there  he  would  stop. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  anj^  bills, 
with  the  exception  of  money  bills,  may  originate 
in  the  Senate.  But  we  were  very  little  troubled 
by  bills  originating  in  that  body.  While  we  were 
Uboring,  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  waa 
sitting  in  this  hall,  amusing  himself  by  talking 
and  laughing  with  the  ladies. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session,  the  House  sat 
from  nhie  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  late  at 
niffht,  and  there  was  a  continual  scramble  to  get 
bills  through.  He  believed  that  the  question  of 
biennial  sessions  was  passed  in  1846,  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  rid  of  the  reform  movement. 
He  was  in  favor  of  frequent  elections,  and  of  a 
rigid  responsibility  of  the  departments  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  the  house  of  delegates  could  have  had  time 
at  the  last  se8sion,there  would  have  been  a  re-or- 
|ranization  of  the  treasury.  The  present  system 
IS  too  lax,  and  does  not  enforce  a  proper  reapon- 
aibility.  And  if  this  had  not  been  the  most  for- 
tunate State  in  the  Union,  and  we  had  not  had 
the  most  honest  men  in  the  world  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  that  department,  there  miaht  have  been 
great  frauds  perpetrated.    The  bills  concerning 
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our  publie  works  of  interntl  improTemenU  oceu- 
pM  moit  of  th^  time  of  the  Legislature.  But 
for  these,  the  senions  might  be  termintted  in  six 
weeks.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's, 
(Mr.  Spencer.^  He  was  not  entirely  satisfied 
that  the  State  had  yet  got  through  her  pecuniary 
difficulties.  The  uilure  of  two  or  three  crops 
would  disable  the  farmers  from  paying  the  taxes, 
and  in  that  case,  we  may  find  that  the  "  dark 
clouds"  speken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Dorches- 
ter, might  still  be  hanging  over  us.  He  was  op- 
posed to  all  extravagant  expenditures,  and  he  was 
against  some  of  the  expenditures  which  had  been 
incurred  by  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Wills  rose  to  make  a  few  remarks,  and 
in  the  outset  he  would  express  his  regret  that  the 
gentleman  from  Dorchester  should  have  deemed 
it  necessary  to  make  any  party  allusions.    He  did 
not  think  that  party  considerations  should  at  anj 
time  be  connected  with  the  subjects  before  this 
Convention.    He  was  himself  a  party  roan,  but 
he  intended  to  vote  on  every  proposition  submit- 
ted here,  on  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  regardless 
of  all  psirty  obligations.    As  he  had  been  antici- 
pated by  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  on 
his  suie  of  the  question,  in  most  of  the  points  of 
arpiument  which  had  suggested  themselves  to  his 
mind  in  reference  to  this  subject,  be  would  not 
attempt  to  repeat  what  had  been  argued  with  so 
much  superior  ability  by  those  gentlemen,  but 
would  confine  his  remarks  to  a  very  lew  thoughts 
connected  with  one  or  two  aspects  of  the  case, 
which  had  not,  he  believed,  been  discussed  by 
any  one.    Much  stress,  Mr.  President,  has  been 
laid  by  the  gentleman  fi^m  Dorchester,  on  the 
fiict  that  by  biennial  sessions  some  money  would 
be  annually  saved  to  the  Treasury.    I  will  not 
stop  to  argue  that  this  is  a  very  narrow  view  of 
the  subject,  or  to  shew,  that  ifit  was  right  to  be 
governed  by  such  considerations  here,  that  a 
mere  saving  of  money  is  not  the  true  principle 
that  should  direct  the  operations  of  an  intelligent 
economist,  who  will  always  act  with  reference 
to  the  truth  of  experience^that  a  judicious  ex- 
penditure of  money  is  the  true  and  only  econo- 
my.   I  will  not  stop,  sir,  to  shew,  as  I  think  I 
could  shew,  the  injurious  tendency  to  which  such 
a  doctrine  would  lead  in  all  the  pursuits  of  life, 
but  I  must  protest  against  the  application  of  such 
a  rule  as  this  to  our  proceedings.    Does  not  the 
gentleman  see,  that  the  necessary  resujt  of  his 
argument,  if  it  can  apply  now,  will  apply  to 
every  article  affecting  every  department  of  the 
Government,  and  that  the  rule  by  which  he  must 
measure  the  value  of  the  Constitution  which  we 
may  form  is  the  rule  of  mere  dollars  and  cents. 
Sir,  the  idea  of  consulting  cheapness  in  the  for- 
mation of  our  Constitution,  I  utterly  repudiate, 
for  there  is  nothing  in  our  political  existence  of 
which  I  have  a  greater  horror,  than  I  have  of  & 
cheap  Constitution.    Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  been  placed  in  the  elevated 
position  of  members  of  this  Convention  are  to  be 
governed  bj  pecuniarjr  considerations  ?— that  they 
are  to  be  influenced  in  the  estimate  which  they 
shall  place  upon  the  value  of  the  Constitution 
which  they  sball  makeib  considoriiip  its  valu» 


in  money  ?  He  trusted  not,  and  hoped,  that  our 
aetk>n  would  not  be  guided  by  ■nch  influenoea, 
and  that  we  should  rise  to  the  dignitjr  of  tbs  ex* 
alted  poaitioD  we  occupied,  not  br  estimatfaig  the 
value  of  our  work  bv  a  standard  of  doUara  and 
cents,  but  by  the  high  privileges  and  the  IneiCi- 
mable  benefits  which  it  was  to  confer  upon  Ui  lad 
upon  our  posterity  whom  it  was  to  bind,  and  by 
the  great  security  which  it  was  to  aflRsrd  to  the 
lives,  the  liberty,  and  the  property  of  oar  citi- 
zens. That  was  the  animating  prineiple  with 
him,  and  to  the  obtainment  of  whieh»  all  olher 
considerations  should  yield.  But,  sir,  the  gentle- 
roan  has  told  us  that  a  roajority  of  all  the  Stales 
of  the  Union  had  adopted  the  system  of  bfeudd 
sessions  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Phblps  remarked,  that  he  had  laid  ibn> 
teen  States  had  adopted  that  system. 

Well,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  W.,)  there  is  no 

great  difference  in  the  two  statementa.    Hie  gMH 

tleman  has  said,  that  because  fourteen  Stales  cf 

the  Union  had  adopted  the  biennial  system,  that 

we  ought  to  adopt  it;  but  does  that  nee— aifly 

follow  ?    Are  there  not  provisions  in  the  Cbnilh 

tutions  of  many  of  the  States  of  the  Unkm  that  it 

would  be  manifestly  improper  for  ttBtoedo|l, 

because  they  would  be  entirely  uneoited  to  our 

condition   and  in  every  way  inlorioot  to  ei? 

Ought  not  the  gentleman  th.en  m  selecting  the 

examples  of  our  sister  States  which  he  weidd 

hold  up  to  us  as  worthy  of  our  imitation,  to  riitv 

us,  in  order  to  make  tnem  applicable,  the t  ihara 

is  a  similarity  between  those  States  and  oms  la 

regard  to  their  commercial  and  other  inleiuli 

and  in  regard  to  the  locality  of  capital  and  pOfa> 

lation  ?   Sir,  if  he  will  turn  to  the  Constltntloes 

of  Sutes  having;  like  ours,  a  large  oommeidal 

emporium,  and  like  ours  a  huve  concentrated 

capital  and  population,  he  will  find  that  of  those 

Stites,  New  York,  Massachusetts  and  Pennq'l- 

vania  have  annual  sessions  of  the  Le^Uaters. 

And  why,  sir  ?  Because  the  relations  which  thess 

large  cities  bear  to  the  rest  of  the  Sute  by  reasoa 

of  a  great  concentration  of  capital  and  po|<i^ 

tion,  and  their  gpreat  trade  and  commercial  Uih 

ences  affecting  as  they  do  every  part  of  the  Slate, 

render  it  indispensably  necessary  for  the  doepfe- 

servation,  in  equUibno,  of  those  diversifiedr  ■• 

terests  that  make  up  the  sum  of  human  pamnts 

in  those  States,  that  the  "meetings  of  the  I'C^ 

lature  should  be  frequent,*'  as  well  asftr**mB 

redress  of  grievances  and  for  amending,  stieqgdi- 

ening  and  preserving  the  laws.'*     It  has  beea 

said  that  the  reason  for  resorting  to  biennis]  sss- 

sions  when  the  change  was  made,  was  beeaaie  it 

was  at  a  time  when  the  State  was  so  deeply  ia- 

volved  in  pecuniary  embarrassment  as  to  eaon 

her  failure  to  meet  her  engagements,  and  As! 

this  condition  of  thinn  made  it  an  impeniths 

duty  on  the  part  of  all  to  adopt  measures  of  it* 

trenchment  m  order  to  wipe  off*  the  stain  Cron 

her  escutcheon     But  what  is  our  condition  now  ? 

Our  financial  difficulties  have  been  overeoms, 

a  large  surplus  is  annually  m  the  Treaaory,  and 

that  reason,  tlierefore,  no  longer  cooUnuea  to  be 

applicable. 

Another  reason  with  me  for  desiring  to  go  beck 
tQ  vmual  sessions,  and  I  believe  this  Tiew  ^  He 
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ikjMt  hM  BOlbeen  pmenttd  by  lojof  the  gni- 1  eoime  punued  by  the  Legidatuie  in  refbresee 

'    '  to  an  extn  MHioo.    At  be  wai  a  member  of  tbe 

Uouie  of  Delegates  at  tbe  time,  and  had,  per- 
haps, as  mat  an  acencv  in  that  morement,  as 
any  memDer  of  that  body  now  upon  this  floor,  be 
rose  to  dissTow  any  purpose  or  connecting  the 
morement  with  the  question  of  biennial  sessions. 
The  proposition  for  an  extra  session  was  intro- 
duoed  either  by  himself  or  an  honorable  friend  of 
his,  then  a  member  from  Anne  Arundel,  (ne  did 
not  recollect  which,)  under  a  sense  of  high  public 
duty  in  Tiew  of  the  many  important  measures 
which  necessarily  would  be  passed  over  in  con- 
sequence of  the    constitutional    limits    which 
brouKbt  the  session  to  a  dose.    The  Legislature 
found  itself  within  two  days  of  a  final  adjourn- 
ment with  its  tables  loadeid  with  bills  unacted 
upon^amongst  which  was  one  for  the  re-orgsni- 
zation  of  the  treasury  department,  which  had 
been  urged  upon  successiTC  Legislatures  br  the 
then  Gk^rwnor  and  his  predecessors,  and  without 
which  there  was  Tory  little  secnrity  for  the  public 
funds,  except  in  the  honesty  of  the  treasurer  and 
other  bills,  such  u  the  oiranization  of  a  Board 
of  Public  Works,  in  which  tbe  Bute  had  an  in- 
terest of  some  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  and 
which  interest  demanded  from  the  Legislature  effi- 
cient action  .There  also  was  the  general  assemment 
law,  nearly  all  the  sections  of  which  had  been  con- 
sidered and  passed  upon — the  proTisions  of  which, 
althou^  it  did  not  aiminish  the  amount  of  rere- 
nue  to  be  received  by  the  State  in  the  aggregate, 
relieved  the  burdensome  taxation  now  imposed 
upon  slaYe  property  by  a  reduction  of  upwards 
01  one  third  of  its  assessed  ralue — a  property  in 
which  his  constituents  were  larg^W  interested; 
and  their  interest*  in  his  opinion,  demanded  of 
him  the  vote  he  then  gtfe— the  effect  of  which,  if 
that  session  had  been  called,  would  bare  been  to 
reduce  their  taxes  upon  that  species  of  property 
one-third.    These  bills  were  lading  on  the  table, 
whilst  a  multitude  of  local  laws  were  passed 
without  reading— some  members  being  afraid  to 
vote  against  a  measure  of  another,  lest  one  of  his 
own  should  be  defeated.    It  was  at  this  period, 
he  repeated,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  by  a  high 
sense  of  public  dutf ,  to  sustain  the  measure  Mi- 
verted  to,  without  his,  or  any  human  being.of  that 
Legislature  that  he  had  heard  of,  connecting  it  in 
its  operations  either  in  the  present  or  the  future, 
with  the  question  of  biennial  sessions;  and  he  de- 
clared that  he  believed  that  such  an  idea  never 
had  place  in  the  mind  of  any  individual,  unless 
perhaps  the  very  sensitive  and  fertile  imaginings 
of  the  sentleman  from  Dorchester  might  have 
induced,  upon  his  part,  such  an  opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  Dorchester  had  said 
that  the  members  of  that  legislature,  had  by  con- 
cert and  protracted  speeches  delayed  the  public 
business,  to  bring  biennial  sessions  into  disrepute. 
Justice  demanded  that  he  should  confirm  what 
had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Carroll, 
(Mr.  Brown,)  as  to  the  untiring  industry  of  the 
House  of  Delegates— where  from  early  in  the 
morning,  until  late  at  night,  the  members  assid- 
uously devoted  tberoselves  to  the  discharge  of 
tbeir  public  duties. 
Tbe  gentleman  bta  been  entiraly  misinformed 


who  bavel  spoken— is  to  be  found  in  the 
odition  of  things  that  must  necessarily 
vw  out  of  the  formation  of  a  new  Ckmstitution. 
II  tbe  great  departments— the  executive,  the  le- 
slative  and  the  judicial  departments— are  to  be 
rolno  up,  and  new  systems  substituted  in  their 
Imm.  Tbe  tenure  of  office  connected  with  all 
rihem  is  proposed  to  be  changed,  and  the  mode 
r  appointment  of  many  is  to  be  very  different 
om  what  it  is  now.  Is  it  not  obvious  then,  that 
1  principles  can  only  be  provided  for  in 
Constitution,  the  details  of  the  new  system 

not  only  devolve  on  the  legislature,  but  that 
w  LegislnturB  must  have  frequent  sessions,  in 
ider  to  diseharge  that  duty  efficiently  ?  For,  in 
m  woriring  of  all  new  systems,  experience  only 
ID  test  tbur  value  and  suggest  the  necessary  re- 
idsitMloaecomplish  the  purposes  designed.  Ab- 
diit0  changes  in  those  details,  will,  therefore,  be 
NUid  necessary  to  perfect  some,  partial  altera- 
OBi  any  answer  for  others,  but  all,  all,  will 
ltd  the  work  of  time  in  order  to  make  them  e^ 
Mtnnl  in  rendering ''  the  greatest  amount  of  good 
» ilin  greatest  number.*' 
The  geBtleman  fh>m  Dorchester  has  argued 
iMt  fB  ue  election,  which  is  to  be  proposed,  of 
and  clerks  and  registers,  by  the  people, 
terms,  no  apprehension  exists  that  the 

MliW  of  these  fbnctionaries  to  the  people, 

be  weuened  by  the  length  of  service;  and  I 
odnrstand  him  to  offer  this  argument  as  an  an- 1 
Mr  to  tbe  objection  which  has  been  made  to 
iMiiyitem  of  biennial  sessions,  that  it  will  have  the 
Sset  of  lessening  the  responsibility  of  the  repre- 
— tative  to  his  constituent.  But  the  force  of  this 
ignnnat  is  not  apparent  to  me.  Few,  I  presume, 
rmild  deirire  that  the  judges  should  be  elected 
■Bonlly,  since  it  is  only  by  their  election  for 
00^  terme  tbui  their  independence,  and  that  pu- 
i^  of  official  conduct  which  results  from  inde- 
madMit  action,  can  be  secured.  As  to  clerks 
mi  rodsters,  their  election  for  long  periods  will 

ne  wtter  incumbents  and  more  efficient  oiB- 


ma,  because  a  proper  knowledge  of  their  duties 
aqulrea  a  sort  of  apprenticeship;  and  if  they 
vara  aleeted  every  year,  you  would  never  be 
lUa  to  get  one  who  was  worthy  of  the  station. 
[  eoochida,  then,  that  a  return  to  annual  see- 
kkmiy  will  be  rendered  necessary,  as  well  to 
■aka  proper  provision  for  those  exigencies  which 
irill  be  erwted  by  tbe  adoption  of  a  new  Consti- 
intioDt  ns  to  secure  the  enjoyment  by  the  people 
in  their  proper  sense,  of  all  their  ri^ts,  liberties 
iod  privileges,  the  preservation  of  which  consti- 
lataa  tba  foundation <tf  all  republican  government^ 
and  1  must  remark,  that  it  is  very  singular,  that 
wblist  so  much  has  been  said  aliout  the  ris^ts  of 
Iba  people  and  the  paramount  duty  of  all  here  to 
praleet  the  rights  that  the  very  first  attempt  which 
has  been  made  to  g^ard  them  in  their  most  mate- 
rial feature,  by  securing  to  the  people  the  power 
of  annual  supervision  over  their  representstives 
llmNigh  the  ballot-box,  should  be  met  by  such 
detennined  opposition  as  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  will  be  found  arrayed  against  it. 

Mr.  MeaoAK  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gaitleam  ftom  Dorcbeiter,  on  the  subject  of  tfaa 
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in  relation  to  the  oonianiptioa  of  time.  That  les- 
iflature  did,  by  special  rule  upon  important  bilb, 
restrict  debate  m  eome  eases  to  &y^  minutes 
speeches,  and  eren  with  that  restriction,  alter 
passing  more  laws  than  any  two  legislatareshad 
neretofore  done,fouod  it  impossible  to  get  through 
with  the  public  bosioess— and  this  he  declared, 
in  his  opinion,  was  the  result  of  the  measure  fas- 
tened upon  the  State,  by  the  gentleman  and  others 
who  acted  with  him  in  thepassage  of  his  biennial 
session  bill.  If  every  gentleman  here  had  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  session  of  the  lep^islature, 
which  he,  (Mr.  M.,)  the  gentleman  from  Gar- 
roll,  and  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  had,they 
would  never  rote  for  another  biennial  session. 

A  word  as  to  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchester.  He  says,  that  freouent  elec- 
tions of  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  are 
no  more  necessary,  than  in  the  case  of  judges 
and  other  officers  elected  by  the  people  for  a 
long  term  of  Tears.  His  friend  had  mis-read  the 
old  Dill  of  rights,  where  it  is  said  in  reference  to 
the  legislature  only,  **that  elections  should  be 
free  and  frequent.''  In  this  clause  there  was  no 
reference  whatCYer  to  judges;  the  clause  de- 
clared that  a  participation  in  the  legislature,  fre- 
quently by  the  people  was  the  foundation  ofall  free 
eoYemment — it  defines  the  rights  of  the  people, 
by  securing  the  sorereign  exercise  of  their  will 
tnrough  their  representatifes  in  legislature  ae> 
sembled.  It  siinply  secured  this  great  principle, 
and  says,  in  effect,  the  sovereign  power  should 
often  be  returned  to  the  source  of  its  emana- 
tion. 

The  judges  were  clothed  with  no  such  power, 
their  duty  was  to  administer,  not  to  make  the 
laws.  Tat  one  could,  therefore,  with  great  pro- 
priety, be  a  perpetual  office — whilst  tbe  other 
requued  a  frequent  recurrence  to  the  original 
source  of  all  power — the  people.  The  same  rea- 
son, therefore,  did  not  apply  in  the  case  of  a 
judge,  as  in  that  of  a  representative.  He  refer- 
red to  the  reforms  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
British  govemmeot.  Instead  of  long  parliaments 
which  sat  at  earlier  times,  triennial  parliaments 
were  substituted,  which  was  wrung  from  the 
reluctant  Charles  by  his  people,  for  the  very  rea- 
son that  induced  the  insertion  of  the  claase  re- 
ferred to  in  the  old  bill  of  rights  by  our  forefath- 
ers. It  was  true  their  Parliaments  were  now 
elected  septeoially,  yet  such  was  the  frame  work 
of  their  Constitution,  that  even  in  En^^land  at  this 
day,  annual  Parliaments  were  obliged  to  be 
held. 

The  British  declaration  of  rights  prohibited  a 
standing  army,  except  b^  consent  of  Parliament, 
nor  could  the  King  obtam  supplies  except  by  ap- 
propriation of  that  body,  and  these  two  provi- 
sions are  considered  the  greatest  bulwark  of  Con- 
stitutional freedom,  because  it  forced  the  assem- 
bling of  the  representatives  of  the  people  annu- 
ally, to  watch  their  interest,  and  to  g^rd  against 
all  encroachments  and  abuse  from  any  and  all 
quarters.  It  was  the  assertion  of  this  principle 
having  its  origin  far  back  in  British  history,  in 
order  to  secure  the  advance  that  had  been  made 
in  liberalizing  government,  that  caused  the  Con- 

TeDtioiiof'76  to  place  tho  pmest  artiole  in  the 


bUl  of  rights;aiMi  we  are  now  eallid upoii  althk 
day  to  go  ba<^— to  approaeh  nearer  to  the  timet 
when  usurpation  demanded  and  forced  a  thaagu. 
In  throwing  out  these  views  he  not  oolj  expw 
ed  his  own  opinions,  but  was  happy  to  laj  tlwl 
he  also  ottered  the  voice  of  the  people  bersm- 
sented,  who,  by  a  larce  vote,  hao  declared  tifgumi 
biennial  sessions.  He  believed  ezperienoe  had 
proven  the  correctness  of  theur  opinioiie.  and  that 
no  good  had  resulted  to  the  State»  irooi  the 
change  that  had  been  effected. 

Mr.  PHXLPSsaid  he  had  been  charged  with  a^ 
tempting  to  fasten  biennial  eleetionB  oq  the  Le» 
(Mature,  and  he  was  now  charged  with  attempt' 
mg  to  fasten  them  on  the  people.  GeatkeMe 
who  made  these  charges  did  nun  too  muoh  honor. 
The  question  as  to  biennial  sessions  was  lefiK- 
red  to  the  people  of  Maryland;  and  tba  qjueHise 
was  distinctly  put  to  the  voters  as  the^  eeae  ii|^ 
to  the  ballot  box,  whether  they  were  m  finror  at 
biennial  sessions  or  against  them;  when,  oatef 
fiftyrfive  thousand  votes  deposited,  tbtm  «m 
found  to  be  a  majority  of  no  less  than  tve  thee* 
sand  in  favor  of  biennial  sessions.  From  ttil 
moment  it  ceased  to  be  his  bill.  The  peopio  teok 
the  bill  off  his  hands  and  made  it  their  owAi  Thi 
people  of  Maryland,  whose  agents  we  are,  w/kA 
ed  the  bill,  and  now  it  will  be  seen  whether  a* 
people  of  Maryland  will  be  willing  toaee  thrfr 
decision  reversed  by  this  bodj[.  For  himaelf  |i 
cared  but  little.  His  participation  in  the  a^ 
ceedings  of  this  Convention  would  be  tlie  eni  ef 
his  political  life.  When  he  had  retired  froa  Ihii 
body,  and  reached  his  own  fire-side,  he  aheeU 
not  thereafter  mmgle  in  political  bodies.  But  it 
would  well  become  the  Convention  to  pame  be- 
fore they  act  in  opposition  to  the  expressed  wiB 
of  the  people.  He  was  no  prophet,  nor  tlie  eon 
of  a  prophet,  but  he  woula  Tcnture  an  eaprs^ 
sion  of  his  belief,  that  if  the  Convention  siioeld 
determine  not  to  adopt  the  system  of  bieonial 
sessions,  the  reformers  will  hnd  that  they  will 
have  to  be  content  with  the  old  Constitatioa  lor 
the  next  half  century.  He  reiterated  whaths 
had  before  said  on  the  subject  of  the  aalariei  ef 
the  officers  of  Government.  The  gentleman  from 
Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Donaldson,)  and  theecntle- 
man  from  Charles,(Mr.  Jenifer,)  had  argoealhat  if 
the  sessions  should  be  made  biennial,  toere  weald 
be  no  check  on  the  Treasury.  What  eheek,  he 
asked,  is  provided  by  annual  sessions  ?  If  tkeie 
was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Treasurer  te 
defraud  the  State,  he  could  make  false  letuns  te 
the  Legislature  annually,  as  easily  as  biennial^. 
Our  present  Treasurer  is  faithful  and  honest,  and 
we  have  every  confidence  in  him.  He  was  feid|f 
to  give  his  vote  for  that  officer. 

One  word,  as  to  the  multiplicity  of  boiasm 
at  the  close  of  the  General  Assembly.  Thii 
press  of  business  did  not  originate  with  bieimiBl 
sessions.  The  number  of  biUs  not  aeted  upoo^ 
were  quite  as  large,  during  the  existence  of  vt 
nual  sessions,  zou,  Mr.  President,  and  I,  ers 
old  stagers  here,  and  have  had  much  experieDee 
within  these  Halls.  We  have,  time  and  egaiB, 
seen  the  clerks  desk,  at  the  doee  of  the  eeaSes, 
loaded  with  bills,  and  not  unfrequentlr  would  a 

member  appHMtch  that  deiky  upon  tlmlailaii^ 


of  the  wiop,  ind  upon  one  motion,  refer  a 
iheplder  |tam  orer,  for  the  coDtidentIon.of  the 
next  General  Anembly.  Thb,  sir,  ia  eommon 
in  all  LegUlatiTe  bodiea,  and  need  not  now,  for 
the  lint  time,  be  hrooi^t  in  judgment  againit 
biemial  aemions. 

He  wai  aitonidied  to  find  himself  standing 
alone  in  the  advoeaey  of  this  proposition.  Not 
aiingie  IHend  liad  oome  forward  to  say  one  word 
loauitainUm. 

Mr.  GwDm  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
syitaoi  of  biennial  sessions.  They  were  attend- 
ed bj  a  real  inconfenieoce,  which  was  separable 
ftorn  tfie  arcnment  founded  on  the  right  to  fre- 

eot  assembliss.  The  course  of  practice  in  this 
to,  and  our  whole  system  of  legislation  brought 
sammllT  before  the  House  and  Senate,  a  large 
mMM  01  mirate  business,  which  necessarily  came 
m  eonflfct  with  the  public  busioess  of  the  body. 
AU  who  had  oeeupied  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the 
Hoow  of  Delegates,  know  how  impoMible  it  is  to 
SMspelhe  remirementi  of  priTate  and  local  legie- 
latimi.  Prohibitioos  in  the  Constitution  might  re- 
Urafai  the  General  Assembly  from  considering  a 
laifB  portion  of  such  business.  But  it  cannot 
done  the  ear  of  the  Legislature,  to  the  Tarious 
ienmnds  whieh  will,  at  all  times,  be  made  upon 
its  attantioo.  It  had  been  said  that  much  of  this 
petty  bvnneM  would  be  transferred  to  the  lery 
eovli  and  eoun^  commissionen.  There  was 
food  and  eril  both,  in  such  a  scheme,  but  the 
Mtar  predominated.  However,  it  would  de- 
pend upon  the  elass  of  powers  transferred.  It 
■  not,  in  general,  wise  to  phuse  priTate  rights  at 
the  dlmaal  of  a  local  tribunal.  The  risk  of  pre- 
jndieo  li  ineieased,  for  the  examiners  are  more 
OdbIt  to  be  partail. 

Tm  Mennial  system  does  not  answer.  He 
ecold  tpeak  for  the  kst  legislature,  and  especial- 
ly Cdt  too  delegation  from  BaltinMnre,  of  which  he 
waa  one.  All  had  been  industrious  and  faithful 
to  Chair  doty,  but  they  could  not  accomplish  the 
neeeeaary  boriness  of  the  eity.  More  than  one 
hundred  eity  bills  remained  upon  the  Speaker^ 
tible«  when  the  House  of  Delegates  adjourned. 
Many  were  priTate.  but  some  also  were  well  con- 
liderad.  Important  bills,  submitted  to  the  notice 
of  tfM  Lapslature,  by  able  and  accomplished 
joriati  but  he  could  not,  in  any  way,  get  them 
wrlf  befbte  the  House. 

Perfaapaerery  Legislature  did  waste  time.  But 
does  It  waate  Imb  oTery  two  Tears,  than  every 
ysail  If  the  accumulation  of  business  always 
esiilB  at  the  close  of  the  sessions,  whether  they 
be  auraal,  or  not— does  it  follow  that  there 
oog^t  lo  be  a  double  accumulation  ?  He  could 
not  tee  the  fiwee  of  such  reasonb^. 

Mr.  MsnmicK  rose  to  express  his  entire  acqui- 
eaeeneo  in  the  amendment  proposed  bj  the  gen- 
tfeaaB  ftooi  Qneen  Anne*s,  to  come  m  a  proper 
plnee.  Shoold  the  annual  sessions  be  found,  on 
trial,  not  to  work  well,  it  would  giTo  the  people 
an  opportonlty  to  return  to  the  biennial  system. 
Bat  be  waa  desirous  to  see  the  amendment  insert- 
ed In  lla  proper  place. 

Mt.  SKHCBa,  (hi  his  seat.)    "  At  the  end  of 
the  aeetion.** 

fie,  (ifr.M.,)  did  not  think  that  tho  mem 


aceonntability  of  executiTo  officers  could  be  en- 
forced under  the  biennial  system  as  the  ennual. 
The  gentleman  from  Dorchester  predicts  that  the 
people  will  not  accept  of  this  Constitution  if  the 
system  be  changed  from  biennial  to  annual  ses- 
sions. Now,  he  hoped,  that  theCooTention  would 
be  able  to  make  such  a  Constitution  as  the  people 
will  approre.  And  he  felt  that  the  only  way  in 
which  he  could  act  so  as  to  facilitate  such  a  re- 
sult, was  to  proceed  according  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment  and  under  a  conscientious  sense  of  du- 
ty, in  his  endeaTors  to  proTide  for  the  people  a 
good  goTcmment,  end  one  which  will  win  for  it- 
self tSt  approbation  of  the  wise  and  the  good 

The  gentleman  from  Carroll,  TMr.  Brown,) 
had  ar)gued  that  the  large  amount  of  money  which 
was  annually  expended  on  account  of  the  public 
debt,  was  a  reason  in  faTor  of  annual  sessions. 
That  was  true ;  but  this  debt,  he  trusted,  would 
be  liquidated  in  the  course  of  a  Tery  few  years ; 
but  still  we  must  expect  that  Tery  large  sums 
will  continue  to  pass  through  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  annually,  should  our  great  works  of  in- 
ternal improTcment  realize  what  is  ezpectoct  from 
them,  and  these  lerge  sums  must  be  again  dis- 
bursed, all  of  which  will  require  the  annual  su- 
perTision  of  the  people,  acting  through  their 
agents,  the  General  Aoembly.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  wise  to  return  to  an- 
nual sessions. 

Mr.  HAaaiMx  rose  and  said,  it  was  Tery  far 
from  his  disposition  to  take  any  part  in  this  de- 
bete,  but  as  only  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester, 
(Mr.  Phelps,^  had  spoken  in  faTor  of  biennial 
sessions,  while  scTcnl  had  been  heard  against 
them,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  as  a  friend  of  that  sys- 
tem, to'present  his  Tiews.  The  precedents  that 
had  been  cited,  proTed  that  biennial  sessions 
were  no  longer  an  experiment  It  was  CTident 
that  these  precedents  had  not  been  without  their 
effect  upon  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  from  the  efforts  made  by  them  to  do 
away  their  force.  He  would  bow  endeaTor  to 
replT  to  some  of  the  arguments  that  had  been 
used  in  favor  of  annual  sessions  and  against  the 
present  system.  Theaentleman  from  Anne  Ar- 
undel county,  (Mr.  wells,)  when  speaking  of 
States  that  had  adopted  biennial  sessions,  said 
that  they  were  not  circumstanced  like  us;  that 
Maryland  had  great  commercial  and  moneyed 
interesu  which  demanded  more  legislation.  But 
it  only  reauired  a  reference  to  the  population, 
wealth  and  resources  of  some  of  these  States,  to 
proTO  that  position  incorrect  It  was  also  said, 
that  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  the  great  commercial  cities  of  our 
country  are  located,  their  trade,  navigation,  and 
commerce  required  annual  legislation,  and  that 
Baltimore  having  Tery  eztensiTo  interests  of  the 
same  character,  we  also  must  haTC  annual  ses- 
sions.^  But  when,  he  would  ask,  under  the  pre- 
sent system  had  the  interests  of  Baltimore  suffer- 
ed for  want  of  additional  laws  ?  Missouri  has 
the  same  sTStom,  and  will  any  one  say  that  her 
commercial  emporium,  St.  Ix>uis,  has  suffered 
from  that  cause?  There,  too,  is  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  She  adopted  the  biennial  system  in 
the  year  1845.  ^  Hu  New  Orlenns  none  of  these 
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mtt  iDtarMli  that  raqaire  so  mueh  legidaUon  ? 
Put  the  trade,  oommerce,  and  naTigatlon  of  Bal- 
timore, against  the  trade,  oommerce  and  naTiga- 
tion  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  scale  would  pnpon- 
derate  yastly  in  favor  of  the  latter.  If  then  le- 
gislatkm  oTerr  two  years  was  sufficient  there,  it 
oerthinly  ought  to  be  here.  But  jfjo  to  the  new 
States,  that  have  adopted  the  biennial  system, 
Iowa,  Texas,  and  Arkansas.  Thera,  to  say  the 
least,  enterprise  is  as  Tigorous  as  hera,  and  firom 
the  Tery  natun  of  eireumstanoes  they  must  re- 
quira  more  legislation  than  we,  yet  they  get  along 
Tery  well,  and  prosper  under  biennial  sessions. 
Nearly  all  the  recently  formed  State  Constitu- 
tiooB  contain  the  same  feature,  while  not  one 
State  that  has  giren  it  a  trial  has  manifested  a 
desire  to  go  back  to  annual  sessioos.  The  pra- 
sent  was  ue  age  of  ^'progress,''  and  biennial  ses- 
sioos had  become  one  of  its  great  marics.  A 
few  months  since,  and  the  State  of  Kentucky 
made  |it  part  of  her  system;  then  the  Indiana 
CooTentioo,  which  has  ncently  adiourned,  adopt- 
ed the  same  doctrine,  and  last  in  this  gnat  march 
of  '^progress,'*  came  the  populous  and  powerful 
State  of  Ohio,  whose  Oonvention,  though  yet  in 
session,  has  made  biennial  sessions  a  oart  of  her 
organic  law.  He  hoped  that  Maryland  would 
be  the  last  State  to  renounce  this  system,  the 
venr  last  in  thej  language  of  Webster,  to  '*tread 
backward.'' 

Another  argument  was,  that  after  the  adoption 
of  our  new  Constitution,  **a  thousand  and  one'* 
questions  would  require  legblation,  in  order  to 
make  our  laws  conform  to  ue  new  system,  and, 
therefore,  we  should  return  to  annual  sessions. 
He  did  not  doubt  that  much  additional  legisla- 
tion would  be  required,  but  for  how  long?  Cer- 
tainly only  for  a  few  years,  until  things  became 
settled  under  the  new  system,  and  then  it  would 
cease.  Now,  because  a  necessity  for  additional 
laws  would  exist  fw  a  short  time,  was  to  him, 
[Mr.  H.,]  not  a  sufficient  cause  to  justify  a  pro- 
Tision  for  annual  sessions  all  the  Hum. 

He  hoped  the  organic  law,  that  the  Convention 
was  now  framing,  wouki  last  for  ages,  until  in 
the  course  of  "progress,"  it  would  be  found  unfit 
for  the  changed  circumstances  of  a  future  peo- 
ple; therefore,  he  could  not  agree  to  incorporate 
a  provision  for  annual  sessions,  which  at  most, 
would  only  be  required  one  or  two  yean.  But 
for  this  extra  amount  of  legislation,  which  would 
only  be  required  for  a  short  time,  he  was  remind- 
ed l^  his  colleague,  that  the  sixth  section  of 
the  present  report,  made  ample  provision  by 
authorizing  the  legislature  during  the  first  two 
sessions  under  the  new  Constitution,  to  sit  as  long 
as  they  might  think  the  public  interests  required. 
Those  two  sessions  would  affiird  sufficient  time^to 
harmonize  the  laws  with  the  new  system,  aiid 
fully  answered  Uiat  argument. 

Another  reason  for  annual  sessions  had  been 
urged  with  great  abilitv,  bv  the  gentleman  from 
Charles  county,  (Mr.  Alemck.)  It  was  tliat  fre- 
quent elections  were  the  bulwarks  of  civil  liber- 
ty— that  a  frequent  recurrence  to  the  people  was 
a  fundamental  right  that  ou^t  to  be  exercised, 
else  thehr  wishes  would  be  disregarded  and  evil 
ooDsequenees  ensue.    He  agreed  that  electioi»l 


should  be  firequent— but  how  frequent?  That 
the  question,  and  there  they  difibred.  He  asnr- 
ted  tnat  every  two  years  was  freouent  eDOifh 
for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  or  the  people. 
On  the  other  side,  it  was  argued  that ''frequeat" 
means  annual,  and  that  once  a  year  is  the  proper 
time. 

The  gentleman  from  Dorehester,  had  ably  ar- 
gued that  once  in  two  years  was  often)  enoii|^; 
and  he  would  ask,  if  all  proper  and  useful  legis- 
lation could  not  be  had  by  biennial  sessions,  w&v 
thoigreat  States  that  lived  under  that  system,  did 
not  abandon  it? 

Bftr.  H.  referred  not  to  those  States  which  had 
recently  adopted  it,  but  to  those  that  had  tried  it 
during  a  long  course  of  years.  In  Arkansas,  lbs 
biennial  system  was  introduced  in  the  year  I896i 
m  North  Carolina  in  the  year  1836;  in  Delawars 
in  the  year  1832;  in  Missouri  in  the  year  1891. 
If  all  the  evils  predicted  by  the  jyentleman  froc 
Charles  county,  were  to  flow  fiom  this  sjitswi 
why  had  not  these  States  abandoned  it  long,  long 
ago  ?  Does  not  the  fact  that  they  still  adbers 
to  it,  prove  these  evils  a  mere  chimera,  andthst 
argument  naught  but  the- "baseless  fabric  of  s 
vision?"  The  position  was  not  only  incQCieel, 
but  that  system  must  operate  well,  else  theSlatci 
that  adopted  it,  would  not  be  among  the  molt 
prosperous  and  flourishing  in  the  Unioo. 

By  another  argument,  it  had  been  said,  tkst 
biennial  sessions  in  this  State,  had  cauaedW 
legislation,  and  under  that  system  business  wtooU 
necessarily  have  to  be'  pushed  and  hwriri 
through  at  the  end  of  the  session,  without  wd^ 
cient  or  even  any  examination. 

But  had  not  this  also  been  the  caae,  when  Iks 
sessions  were  annual  ?    W ithout  experience  bis- 
self,  Mr.  H.  had  heard  from  othere,  that  this  efil 
was  caused,  not  by  the  want  of  time  to  trsuMl 
all  the  business,  but  becaubc  at  the  beglniiiBg  of 
the  sessions,  too  much  time  had'been  apeototsr 
champaigne  at  dinner,  and  over  oyster  lUppsis. 
Now,  if  gentlemen  could  show  him,  that  imdsr 
the  old  system,  this  lame  waste  of  time  did  not  sr 
would  not  exist,  he  would  concede  the  aiguBsM; 
but  the  &cts  were  too  well  known  to  expect  nj 
such  an  attempt.    There  was  an  abunoanea  of 
time  under  the  system,  as  it  now  existed  is  tUi 
State,  to  do  all  the  legislation  reauired;yet,  ifvs 
must  have  more  time,  he  would  rather  exIsBi 
the  sessions  a  little,  than  have  them  annuaL    H* 
would  now  come  to  the  argument  of  the  olbir 
mntleman   from  Anne  Arundel  coun^  (M^ 
Donaldson.)    It  was  that  the  financial  afiuESv 
the  State,  could  not  be  so  well  regulated,  ui 
fraud  upon  the  Treasury  so  weUpreventedorss* 
posed,  by  biennial,  as  by  annual  sessions  of  Iki 
Legislature.    All  agree,  that  so  far  then  h$ 
been  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  present  qi* 
tem  on  that  score.    But  if  an  annual  inverttgi" 
tion  of  the  finances    be    necessary   to   preiMJ 
abuses,  could  it  not  be  done  without  ineinhl 
the  expense  of  aseasion  of  the  Legislature?  9mk 
a  thing  was  certainly  possible,  said  now,  wUis 
engaged  in  framing  the  organic  law.  Is  *^ 
day,  flow's  the  hour,"  to  provide  reraedies  fv 
defects  complained  of,  and  the  evils  that  mi|^ 
arise  under  the  present  system.    The  committw 
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I  lh«  IVeaiunr  deptrtment,  would  doubtleu  !  tion  stone  of  this  Convention  ;  and  lie  rouKl  nrtt 
ika  all  these  things  under  their  coniiideration,  |  belierc  thai  thoso  who  were  anxious  to  deTiM> 
id  report  proper  safeguards.  Id  other  States,  any  plan  by  which  annual  scmions  of  the  Lcgis- 
Mrever,  whose  Legisktures  convene  but  onco  in  lature  mijrht  be  fastened  on  us  for  <>vcr,  as  «<tanii- 
vo  jearSt  we  hear  of  no  frauds  upon  their  ing  in  any  other  position  than  that  of  enemies  to 
Veasoriet,  and  no  difficulty  in  regulating  pro- ;  the  new  Constitution.  This  question  I*  looked  at 
arlj  their  finances;  yet  it  is  conteodod,  that  for  '  differently  by  the  people  and  lei;if>latorj.  While, 
Mse  porpeies  we  must  hold  annual  sessions.  Im  on  the  one  nlde  it  in  believed  that  the  citadel  im 
;  poenble,  that  we  are  so  much  inferior  to  '  not  safe,  unless  the  sentinel  is  always  on  the  tow- 
leotf  It  ooald  not  be — for  surely  the  people  of  er ;  on  the  other,  it  was  the  sentiment  throui^hout 
laiyland,  are  as  able  to  govern  themselves  as  i  his  part  of  the  country,  that  there  was  too  much 
ny  othar  people;  and  if  otiiers  can  regulate  and  legislation,  and  the  people  were  all  disp(»sed  to 
roperiT  conduct  their  fiscal  officers  under  the  i  regard  the  proceeding's  of  the  Leginiature  as  re- 
ienBlal  system  and  thus  effect  a  considerable  sembling  the  witches^  cauldron  in  Macbeth  : 
iTiiV  of  the  money  of  the  people,  we  can  do  the  ,  ..  j^^^j,,^^  j^^^,,^^ 

Toil  and  trouble, 

Fire  burn 
And  cauldron  bubble.^* 


In  regard  to  the  ecooomv  of  this  matter,  he 
void  lay  something.  He  believed  that  the 
^hta  and  liberties  of  all  would  be,  at  leavt,  as 
eUaieimd  and  protected  by  the  present  system.  He  did  not  stand  hero  to  censure  the  l^gi^la- 
ibyanj  other:  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  turc  without  cause.  Laws  were  speedily  re- 
oud  lare  to  tlie  tax  payers  of  this  State,  some  '  pealed,  because  they  were  ha«tily  enacted,  and 
ypf  or  JM§  thousand  dollars  annually.  No  { led  to  the  multiplying  of  suits  and  other  evils. 
10  would  be  Jess  willing  for  the  sake  of  saving  !  He  intended  no  charge  against  gentlemen  who 
ODejv  to  Mcrifice  the  rights  of  the  humblest  |  were  members  of  the  Legislature.  He  was 
Uno  ;  bat  firmly  believing,  as  he  did,  that '  aware  that  the  mass  of  public  men  were  unable, 
a  ridhts  of  all  would  be  well  defined  and  pro- '  without  great  sacrifices,  to  leave  their  private 
Blithe  ooald  not  withhold  his  support  from  !  and  professional  business,  and  that  they  were  on- 
■t  ajitam  which  would  economize  the  public  |  ly  induced  to  come  to  the  Assembly  from  a  dis|>o- 
■MJ .  !  sition  to  benefit  their  fellow  citizens.     Scarcely 

Aaniml  ■ewions  of  the  Legislature  were  pro-   had  a  law  passed  and  gone  into  operation,  when 
adwaof  ooe  of  the  greatest  curses  that  could  I  lawyers  have  just  begun  to  settle  down  on  the 


Ada  people— instabilitv  of  the  laws.  That 
Dpia  are  indeed  afflicted,  whose  laws,  like  the 
leftaands  of  the  ocean,  are  not  to  be  relied  on. 
have  the  people  are  unable  to  tell  what  their 
py  righia  are,  how  can  the  order  and  interest 
aodMy  be  preserved  ?  Yet,  under  the  annual 
iMitall  must  admit,  that  the  changes,  by 
ili  and  supplements,  were  so  frequent, 
It 


tiue  construction  of  its  provisions,  before   some 
philanthropist  gets  a  supplementary  law  enacted, 
which  has  the  effect  of  perplexing  the   lawyers 
and  dividing  public  opinion.     He   believed   the 
great  evil  we  have  to  complain  of  is  too  much 
legislation,  and  on  coming  into  this  body  to  meet 
it,  he  found  gentlemen  clogging  the  question  an 
to  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  with  all  kinds  of  matter 
tbo  wisest  might  be  ignorant.   Continue   the  most  irrelevant.    He  came  first  to  the  fjcgis- 
tyttem,  and  there  would  be  fewer  |  lature  in  1822,  and  be  would  ask,  whether  (Voni 
aad  more  stability,  because  more  time  i  that  period  up  to  the  time  when  the  biennial  sys- 
tem was  established,  it  had  not  always  occurred, 
■teg  and  If  laws  worked  evil,  their  defects    that  a  budget  of  bills  was  brought  forward  at  the 
Itha  laquirad  remedy  could  be  better  ascer-   close  of  every  session.    He  had  been  a  member 
■ad  bafota  the  law  making  power  was  again  !  of  the  Legislature  three  times,  and  he  had  always 

'  found  this  to  be  the  case     This  pressure  of  busi- 
ness was  not  the  result  of  the  biennial  system,  but 


!3ic 


Bb  eoold  no  no  good  reason  to  return  to  an- 
il OHiiaoa.  Whatever  might  be  the  opinion 
Bwhaca.  the  people  of  the  county  he  represent- 
d  with  the  present  system.  Change 


was  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  members  tliem- 
selves,  at  the  beginning  of  a  session,  to  go  to  bu- 
siness.    During  the  last  four  days  of  the  session. 


,  and  if  it  does  not  doom  the  j  more  business  has  been  done,  than  in  a  month  at 


r  O—tifBtion,  we  may,  at  least,  have  some 
IS  af  lis  rqeetion  by  the  people. 
Mr.  TmnuB  nid  he  came  here,  believing  tliat 
mj  qaartSoB  was  settled,  it  was  the  very  ques- 


the  commencement.  This  fact  then  can  be  no 
argument  against  biennial  sessions.  If  gentle- 
men who  think  that  the  biennial  system  will  not 
allow  sufficient  time  for  legislation,  when  they 
I  aow  under  discussion ;  and  the  manifestation  come  to  the  proper  section  which  fixes  sixty  days 
Ihii  iooTy  proves  how  diffiereut  is  the  attitude  j  as  the  length  of  the  session,  should  be  so  disposed, 
Iha  Aaa  who  has  been  a  legislator  and  the  at- 1  they  may  so  amend  it,  as  to  make  it  ninety  days. 
da  of  the  people.  The  diKUSsion  has  been  all !  He  would  vote  against  such  extension.  But  he 
Ma  aide,  fie  iMid  been  led  to  anticipate  di-  j  did  not  wish  this  section  to  be  put  in  peril  by  re- 
If  the  rareney  and  he  bad  gathered  this  opin-  '  ferring  to  ouestions  which  have  nothing  to  do 

with  it.    He  would  leave  them  to  bo  considered 
in  their  proper  place. 

He  did  see  some  difficulty  growina:  out  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  State,  until  now.  The 
remedy  proposed,  that  the  Legislature  shall  as- 


DMB  the  expression  of  the  people  in  his  seo- 
oC  tba  Slate ;  for  he  did  not  know,  in  the 
muBUXj  horn  which  he  came,  a  single  man 
*  aoppoied  that  we  were  about  to  disturb 
I,  which  was  regarded  aa  the  founda- 
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•Skin,  throuili  Um  I 


ikt  on  tliB  pMpla  in  MUDn  albicaltier  dupru-  He  b*d  Toted  apinit  bisniiiiirMidl 
■ortkMlB  to  tbe  objMt  Wa  baniMw  aciurd  I  would  doiokiiow.  Bae^PxbaaMI 
b  the «dCMatl«e,niNe<liitr  ill* U>»ap«nriM till  ,  — ihe CoiwUitiUoii  Mn^'ummL"    1 


r  ramwi;  propoMd, 
I  flonptiolleT.    He  riiotik 
nti  ■■■iMt  tueh  araoiDtiiiMiL    He  wm  in  fai  ui 
of  faroOean  end  tuftoienU*  liberal  Nl>riL.>. 
a  better  iMMdy  than  ailfaer  of  thai'i: 


«  hem  !■  flia  iltamate  jean  on  the  firtt  of 
Jenuar;,  aod  ezaiaiiM  the  liaaMirerH  accouots, 
and  Ibw,  If  the  Qonnorihoiild  deem  it  naceB- 
*aiy,  he  ean  eall  an  extra  Haekiii  of  tfae  hapiit- 
uue.    But  tr  we  wete  to  pioride  that  Uien^Deralprinelpleiitii 


froin  Frederick,  nj*  (bem  h 
legiiUtim.  HeaAedifweeanitopd 
ni&l  BflMont?  No— for  at  a  UeOl 
thsre  will  be  twice  ai  nttDjr  billi  paai 
annual  one.  He  ahould  go  for  anDOiJ 
the  Mfett  tod  bait. 

Mr.  Bliaa  roi 
that  after  the  c 


league,  <Hr.  1  homu,]  be  would  atDI 
led  to  vote  agaiiMt  bioi.    He  had  IM 


,  « theaooounU-'i 

r.  It  would  perfatiie  peril  tbe  CodiIj- 

tuUeo.  And  we  aU  know  that  the  Lcfwlatu^r 
Mta  by  em*itlaa.  The  Lef^tore  itaeli;  mI- 
doB  looki  bejood  the  report  of  the  Coaunittse  tjr 
Waji  and  Meaia  He  bad  aaid  thua  mnch  h-- 
~  « It  la  periloiia  to  Minaft  a  prontioi]  againvl 

'    '      B  draady  dedded.    If  vn 

. ...  J  {MOftMM  after  provlaibn 
•  00*  poHioii  of  Iha  IJlato  or 
find,  at  bit,  that  all  oui  time 


wUdt  the  people  han  a 


pie,  M  rreetj  and  ai  ircenll;  aa  Ida 
colJea^Bi  ha  could  not  come  to  the  Ml 
<ioa.  Ha  did,  it  wai  true,  Tote  forU 
lioni,  when  he  thought  that  the  emhan 


biennial  ijatem,  wai  ■object  to  tone  i 
did  not  intend  to  waate  the  time  of  tk 
lion,  at  this  late  hoar, hut  aian  himb 
of  tbe  last  Legitlature,  he  tbowfat  I 
make  this  itatamanl.  He  would^Mf 
>iii  diatiDguiahed  colleaguo  traTeUed  t 


imce,  laatfallpreTioui  to  the  Septal^ 
Ibrdeletatettothu  CoDTention,be,  (H 

iranlled  it  a|;»in  previout  to  the  go) 


m 


letatettothu  CoDTention,fa 

led  it  a|;»in  previoui 
<>lection;BadhB  had  round  none  who  b* 
I'sdlothii  subject^  cone  at  bU.  Tbapa 
iirerj  where  conicioua , that  the  j  liTedtn 
-ititution  frvned  amidit  the  din  of  bati 
laah  of  arma.  TheTalso  knew  that  oott 


badj,  have  bees  wealed.  II,  through  tbe  argu- 
varti  Md  ottjeetiooe  unad  bj  gentlemen  OD  Uic 
other  eide,  any  eTlli  ibaU  be  dlioofered  in  the 
UmdU  tjMn,  proper  ranediaa  may  be  applied . 
When  the  bill  to  n^a  tbe  Beuioni  of  the  L«- 
gitlatuie  bteoDial,  waa  referred  to  the  people  hi 
ai*  conn^,  he  waa  diwoted  to  Tota  against  il  : 
and  balletee  Ibat  ba  did  lO  lote.  He  then  di^- 
aired  to  hats  tha  Leglilature  In  leagioa  oTeiy 
jear,  that  the  agitation  than  in  procresa,  with  s, 

Tiawto  thia  Coniantloo,  mighCnot  beiufpended.  .,..„  ,  „,„.  .,  „.  ,,„„ 
BedidnotnowdiaUnctlynmember  whiToplD-  'X«Xh"  h«hV<??n  ,>T  * 
iot)be^tbatlimeentertfiaedontht.queitioo.i„.  ■t^'tTt,AZ!^^''^^^^^AT^i:i:^ 
HfimKut  oTiU  connexion  with  hi.  iScIioaLo^  tn  '  ''^I!  Y«. .  l,«^^it^  i-.TT^! 
Nf^  the  ae»ion  of  ttab  ConTentien.  Tl,.  ',  I.T?'^'^^,,  i^A^  '  f* 
Sb°SJ^":;e"uor^in'tr^£,'  "'"^^i  --f--rft  th^UT^ 

thepoUe;ofthltp»aiure.tbe7wouldb<> yielded    ,h„,i2ttT^H,rW^' 
tat£ejnagmeatof  tbewbole8ute,whiih  had    't"'e'»"o°  9f<='"k» 
been  dutinetlj  iMxmauiieed  in  Its  hmr. 

Mr.  BaowM  briefly  eatpreMed  hii  dineDt  frooi 
aa«a  of  tha  pcwliao*  of  the  gentleman  froM 
ftadeiitt.  Buajof hiapet^leareof  tbeopfi- 
ioo,  that  aBBual  eeeucma  are  the  salbeL  Tli-. 
argiimant  haibaen  mituodentood.  He  aaid  ihn 
tha  people  were  taxed  beaTilj,  ind  while  they 


eglataTB  bf  t 
— a  change  m  the  basii  of  reproMWla 
other  important  changes.  He  4M 
Ihim  hii  colleague,  on  the  lubfed 
quent  elections,  to  which  he,  (llr. 
Iriendly;  and,  he  thougbl,  the  people  d 
tion  of  lh«  Slate  would  not  thank  him  U 
Bgainit  them. 
He.  {Mr.  B.,)  wai  in  fafor  of  annnel 


Tka  Mtlai 
•acMthiagal 


I  fioni  1 


ou|^t  to  be  annual  leaiion!  !  but  desired  that  they  be  limited  to  a 
n  Dorohetter,  had   talked    lertime.thanthev  are  under  tha  nrai 


about  ttto  daikeloud  of  repudiation 


tm,  paid  off  a  good  deal  of  our  debt,  bat  we  hare 
■tai  nneh  topay.  Should  the  ott^  be  food,  he 
beHmwl  that  the  time  wat  not  dirtaot,  when  tbe 


•taoLw] 
dated. 


time,  than  they  are  under  the  preaM 
tation.  He  wag  in  favor  of  thii  at  a  ■ 
retrenobmenL  He  regretted  that  the  ri 
health  would  not  permit  him  to  taj  imv 


gratified  by  the  views  of  the  gentleoiM 
pddH)  debt  wUI  be  entuely  liquidated.    But,  he  I  oeaMry  for  any  on»  to  lay  more  on  tb« 
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Ins  trmmiti  noeh  and  his  ntw  bom  delivered. 
It  flooie  other  time,  he,  [Mr.  B.,]  might  Uke 
pttim  the  dieeuanon. 
Mr.  BIbkbick  rose,  at  a  rery  late  hour,  and 
~  ~  a  Tery  few  words  on  the  necesiity  which  ex- 
for  a  Ti^lant  superfision  of  the  finances  of 
Ike  State,  which  would  go  to  ruin,  if  that  vigi- 
luee  was  relaxed.  The  |>eople  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  anpttallj  conyened  by  their  legislature,  for 
iBttw  omveee* 

A  committee  might  be  partial,  and  its  re- 
port would  not  give  the  people  that  security 
wfcidi  would  be  obtained  by  the  presence  of  the  j 
l^llilifurn  Instead  of  extending  the  biennial 
HmUme  to  ninety  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  days 
k  wvold  be  better  to  ha?e  annual  sessions  of  half 
ki«th. 

The  araeDdroent  of  the  gentleman  from^ueen 

(Bf  r.  Spencer,)  would  enable  the  jegisla- 

to  retom  to  biennial  sessions,  at  any  time 

ji  the  public   interests  may  require  more 

fnaapl  legislation. 

Mr.  Thohas  made  a  brief  reply,  in  which  he 
^qpnod  agalnat  giring  the  power  to  the  legisla- 
liro»  to  retum  to  biennial  sessions  on  one  hand, 
■kile  wo  were  restricting  them  on  the  other.  It 
said  the  legislature  might  adjourn  to  meet 
Mxt  jear,  to  take  up  the  unfinished  business. 
that  case  there  would  be  few  votes  against 
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Hii  eoUeague,  (Mr.  Biser,)  had  trarelled  his 
MQPtr  oflener  than  he,  [Mr.  T.,]  would,  to  be 
tgmSmaX  of  the  United  States;  but  it  was  a  preg- 
ipttt  fiMt,  that  he  was  never  in  a  single  instance, 
^Bod  to  neoount  for  his  rote  in  &Yor  of  biennial 

And  then  the  Conyention  adjourned  until  to- 
r,  at  eleven  o^clock. 


^  Its  JUmarla  of  Mr.  Blakistonk,  on 
I,  M.  5,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BasvT, 
■alliaifrc,  to  amend  the  twentv^Jirst  artielt  of 
BUi  4f  l^gto,  in  TtlaHon  to  the  *  free  colored 


t 


Mr.  BLAmaron  said  it  was  wondrous  strange 
>  m  proposition  should  receive  any  coun- 
in  a  Convention  of  the  State  or  Mary- 
rbeso  people  are  among  us,  and  was  it 
that  any  one  here  could  desire  to  put 
o«t  of  the  pale  of  our  protection.    In  this 
ecntory  was  soch  a  doctrine  to  be 
mU  Ibclli  fat  aueh  an  assembly. 

Mr.  B*  read  the  article  as  it  now  stands,  and 
IhM  cuae  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
BUffBoro.  If  ever  there  was  a  proposition  of 
propriety  it  was  that  now  ofiered.  We 
hid  Boeh  talking  here  about  human  rights, 
the  rights  of  the  people.  He  yielded  to  no 
in  hia  advocacy  ot  the  rights  of  the  people, 
perfaops  he  went  farther  than  any  member  of 
GooTeDtion  for  extending  them.  The  free 
'  popubtlon  have  no  political  rights  here, 
never  can  have  any.  These  people  have 
■  plaeed  by  the  Providence  of  God  among 
By  ood  be  was  for  giving  them  protection.  In- 
mH  tbm  amendment  and  they  will  be  thrown  at 
IMi  aMreyoftfao  wicked,  even  of  the  kidnapper, 


who  will  come  and  steal  them  in  the  midst  of 
us;  and  here  you  offer  him  a  license  to  do  so,  be- 
cause, when  you  say  certain  rights  of  certain  per- 
sons shall  be  protected,  you  leave  all  other  per- 
sons and  all  other  rights,  not  specifically  enumei^ 
ated,  unprotected,  and  open  to|violation.  Iiieiii- 
no  untiu  e$t  exeluno  aUeriui.  The  amendment 
goes  even  beyond  this,  and  specified  their  exolu- 
lion  from  the  protection  the  original  article  was 
designed  to  afford.  It  was  the  duty  of  everj 
Marylander  to  repudiate  the  doctrine  of  this 
amendment.  The  moment  a  human  being,  na- 
tive, or  foreigner,  white  or  black,  bond  or  free, 
sets  his  foot  upon  our  soil,  he  is  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  when  that 
time  shall  come  when  you  take  away  that  pro- 
tection, which  he  trusted  never  would,  vio- 
lence and  outrage  would  stalk  with  unbridled 
pbrensy  throughout  the  land.  Looking  at  it  in 
a  political  aspect  he  referred  to  the  efibrta  whkh 
had  recently  Deeo  made  to  effect  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  He  had  no  nympathies  with disunkm- 
ists  in  any  quarter,  north  or  south,  east  or  west. 
He  was  for  the  Union  as  it  is,  one  and  indivisa- 
ble. 

He  asked  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  if  he 
was  willing  to  pander  to  this  morbkl  excitement, 
to  this  turbulent  and  unholy  spirit'  Was  he  wil- 
ling to  add  fuel  to  the  flame  of  discord,  that  pre- 
vails in  our  land?  Was  he  willing  to  give  even 
the  semblance  of  an  argument  to  the  northern 
abolitionists— tlie  professiMl  friends,  but  the  worst 
enemies  of  the  colored  race,  against  one  of  the 
slave  holding  Sutes  of  this  Union.  He  could 
not  give  his  consent  to  insert  a  provision  saying, 
that  the  free  colored  population  should  not  do 

r protected  in  their  persons  and  property.  Hebe- 
ieved  the  slave  holding  States  of  thb  Union,  the 
best  friends  of  the  colored  race.  In  case  of  ne- 
cessity, he  would  be  willinE  to  colonize  them 
among  their  own  race  in  Liberia.  There  they 
would  have  rights  which  will  not  be  given  to 
them  here. 

But,  this  Convention  ought  to  be  careful  not 
to  fan  the  flame  which  a  discontented  portion  of 
the  Union  has  endeavored  to  kindle.  Let  the 
colored  people  know  that  they  will  find  proteo> 
tion  here.  Let  them  understand  that  they  are 
better  protected,  and  better  cared  for  in  Mary- 
land than  they  are  in  any  other  State  of  the 
Union.  Many  of  them  know  this  already,  althou|di 
there  may  be  some  too  stupid  U>  understand  their 
own  best  interests.  They,  the  more  stand  in 
need  of  our  protection.  There  maybe  some  bad 
among  them,  as  well  as  some  good,  but  whether 
they  were  all  good  or  all  bad,  they  are  eqoallT 
entitled  to  protection  while  they  remain  here.  If 
theydistutb  the  peace  of  the  State,  they  should 
be  removed,  and  the  legislature  has  the  power  to 
remove  them,  as  the  penalty  for  their  miscon- 
duct. 

But  if  we  cannot  get  rid  of  them,  while  they 
are  here,  let  the  broad  mantle  of  protection  bo 
extended  over  them.  He  could  not  see  what 
good  could  result  from  this  amendment,  its  onhr 
tendency,  in  his  opinion,  was  to  feed  the  prevail- 
ing excitement.  If  it  was  ever  thought  proper 
to  get  rid  of  this  class,  (these  people  of  color,}  in 
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Maryland,  he  would  do  it  in  the  most  humane 
inanner  by  sending  them  to  the  Maryland  colony 
in  Liberia. 

He  concluded,  by  expressing  hig  belief,  that  if 
the  question  were  submitted  lo  the  people  of  Ma- 
ryland, they  would  be  found  almost  unanimously 
against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore. 

Errata. — In  page  one  hundred,  bottom  of 
first  column,  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  Davis,  instead 
of  "1,1000,000"  as  by  a  typographical  error  it 
is  printed,  read  "0,000,000,"  the  cypher  being 
intended  to  show  the  amount  of  legislative  en- 
couragement given  to  agriculture. 

In  page  forty-seven,  column  two,  line  thirty,  of 
the  sketch  of  Mr.  Blakistone's  remarks,  instead 
of  "design"  read  "offspring." 

In   page  ninety,  on  the  amendment  of  Mr 
RiDGKLT  to  thirtieth  article  of  the  Bill  of  RighU. 
adding  the  words  "political  trust  or  employment 
of   any   kind   whatever" — the   word  ^Wejecied*^ 
hhould  read  "flc/o;»U<i." 

In  pajfcs  ninety-hix  and  ninety-seven,  insert  the 
name  of  Mr.  Chandler  (as  movine  to  strike  out 
the  thirty-fourth  article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.) 
instead  of  Mr.  Blakistonc. 


THURSDAY,  February  13,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  eleven  o^clock. 

•  Prayer  wa^  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grauff. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  joirnal  of  yester- 
day was  read  and  approved. 

MR.   J.    U.    DENNIS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Dennis,  it  was 
'  "Ordeied,  That  it  b(}  entered  upon  the  journal 
limt  Mr.  James  U.  Dennis,  is  detained  from  his 
seat  in  tlie  Convention  by  the   illness  of  a  mem- 
ber of  his  family." 

There  being  no  reports  of  committees,  mo- 
tions, resolutions,  or  notices. 

The  President,  pro  tetn.y  announced   the  un 
tinished  business  of  yesterday. 

THE   LEGISLATIVE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Convention  then  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  liic  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  re- 
port heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson, 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  the  government. 

The  second  section  of  the  report  was  under 
consideration  as  follows: 
'* Section  2.  The  Senators  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  voters,  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and 
the  Delegates  for  the  term  of  from  the 

day  of  the  general  election.*' 

SE!»SIONS    OF    THE   LEGISLATURE. 

And  the  pciuling  (Question  was  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Merrick,  to  amend  the  said  second  sec- 
tion, by  filling  the  blank  in  the  second  line,  with 
•th«  words  "one  year."   • 


Mr.  Phelps  rose  to  t  question  of  order. 
He  had  yesterday,  he  said,  suDmitted  en  amend- 
ment, by  way  or  substitute  for  the  whole  seetioi. 
He  desired  to  know  whether  the  motion  of  tbi 
gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick,)  to  ffl 
the  blank  in  the  second  sectioD  of  the  report, 
took  precedence  over  his,  [Mr.  P^,]  motkn  to 
strike  out. 

The  President,  pro.  tern.,  said,  that  the  im> 
tion  to  fill  the  blank,  would  take  precedence  om 
the  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert,  becine 
the  friends  of  the  original  section  bad  the  rigtitii 
the  first  instance  to  perfect  it. 

Mr.  DoRBET  gave  notice  that  when  the  qim* 
tion  should  be  taken  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Dorchester,  [Mr.  Phelps,]  be,  [Mr. 
D.,1  desired  a  division  of  the  question,  fint  oi 
striking  out,  and  then  on  inserting. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Charles,  said,  he  found  hia- 
self  in  a  position  which  was  at  all  times  unplev* 
ant  to  his  feelings.  He  found  himself  upon  tUi 
question,  differing  with  his  colleagaes.  Forthdr 
judgment  and  opmions,  he  always  entertained  tbs 
highest  respect  and  esteem;  and  it  was  always, 
therefore,  with  the  greatest  diffidence,  that  1» 
differed  from  them. 

He  considered  the  question  now  ander  ooDsid* 
oration,  as  one  of  grave  importance.  Butimpof^ 
tant  as  it  was,  he  would  not  bare  troebled 
the  Convention  with  any  remarks,  but  for  tbs 
fact  of  the  difference  of  opinion  which  he  htd 
stated. 

He  regarded  the  question  of  annual  or  tMenaiil 
sessions  as  a  financial  measure.  In  that  lighths 
should  argue  it.  He  believed  that  a  proper  pnH 
ciple  of  economy  should  lie  at  the  foondatioo  «f 
all  governments;  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  tki 
representatives  of  the  people  uponerery  oocssios 
so  to  economise  the  public  expenditures,  asto  si- 
cure  the  advantages  of  good  ffovemment,  at  tf 
little  cost  as  possible  to  the  public  treasury. 

The  question  of  biennial  sessions  was  nott 
new  question  in  this  country.  Some  of  the  Statn 
of  the  confederacy  had  engrafted  the  principli 
upon  their  governments,  so  far  back  as  the  jnr 
1818.  And  in  ten  or  more  of  the  States  that  pria- 
ciple  had  long  been  in  successful  operation,  b 
the  State  ot  Kentucky,  where  the  ConveotioB 
called  to  remodel  the  organic  law,  had  termisit- 
ed  its  labors  within  some  twelve  or  eightMS 
months,  the  principle  of  biennial  sessions  kid 
been  adopted  even  without  an  argument  U» 
der  the  old  Constitution  of  that  State,  hebelieffid 
the  sessions  of  the  legislature  bad  been  aooiaL 
He  had  referred  to  the  policy  of  other  StalMi 
with  a  view  to  gather  from  their  experience  U{Ni 
for  his  own  guidance;  because  he  beUeved  itvH 
always  the  part  of  true  wisdom  to  avail  itself  cf 
the  experience  of  others,  and  engraft  it  upotit^ 
own. 

Mr.  B.  now  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  dirsct 
vote  which  had  been  given  by  the  people  at  thi 
ballot  box  upon  this  question  of  biennial  sessioiBi 
and  to  the  decision  which  they  bad  made  in  £i- 
vor  of  such  a  chau^. 

Here  then,  he  said,  was  the  voice  of  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  State  of  Maryland.    He  consideiad 
imselias  their  agent— wnose  duty  it  was  tocanj 
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oat  their  wishes  thus  expresed;  tnd  he,  for  one, 
must  obey  their  Toice. 

He  understood  that  it  hsd  been  stated  here  yes- 
terday, (when  he  was  not  present,  for  he  nad 
been  called  away  by  circumstanees  beyond  his 
eoDtrol,)  that  annual  sessions  were  required,  be- 
cause it  was  necessary  that  the  elections  should 
be  frequent — this  being  a  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  oar  eoTemment.  To  sustain  this  argu- 
ment, the  fifth  clause  of  the  bill  of  rights  nad 
been  referred  to,  which  declared,  "that  the  right 
in  the  people  to  participate  in  the  legislature,  is 
the  best  security  of  liberty,  and  the  foundation  of 
all  free  goTemmeot;  for  this  purpose,  elections 
ought  to  be  free  and  frequent,*'  kc. 

Mow,  what  was  the  meaning  of  this  declara- 
tioo  ?  Did  it  mean  that  elections  for  the  Leeis- 
lature  should  be  held  annually?  Surely,  uat 
was  not  the  construction  to  be  put  upon  it  Its 
import  and  true  meaning  evidently  was  that 
there  should  not  be  a  long  continuance  of  the 
delegated  power  of  the  people  in  the  hands  of 
the  same  LegisUtors;  that  there  should  be  no 
series  of  sessions  of  the  Legislature  without  new 
elections  and  a  fresh  infusion,  into  the  Halls  of 
Legblation,  of  the  spirit  and  temper  of  the  people 
themselves;  it  was  to  secure  to  this  extent,  at 
least,  the  participation  of  the  people  themselYcs 
in  their  legislation;  and  would  not  the  people 
participate  as  freely  and  fuUv  in  their  legislation, 
and  have  their  feelings  and  wishes  as  fully  re- 
fleeted  in  a  Legislature,  meeting  only  once  in 
two  years  (and  that  early  after  their  election)  as 
they  would  if  that  body  assembled  every  year? 
Moat  certainly  they  would,  and  such  was  mani- 
f€8ily  the  only  fair  and  liberal  construction  which 
could  be  given  to  the  article  which  had  been  quo- 
ted from  the  Bill  of  Rights.  It  meant  not  to  re- 
quire that  convocations  of  Legislatures  should  be 
so  very  frequent,  but  that  accountability  to  the 
coostituencY  should  follow  speedily  upon  the  ex- 
ercise of  all  delegated  powers,  and  each  Legisla- 
ture when  it  assembled,  should  come  free  and 
frerii  from  the  people,  and  reflect  truly  in  the 
lower  House,  at  least,  tlieir  will  and  wishes. 

Another  reason  which  had  been  assigned  for 
annual  meetings  of  the  Legislature,  was  that  the 
state  of  the  hnances  might  require  it.  It  was 
true  thatthe  State  of  Maryland,  naving  been  em- 
barrassed from  causes  to  which  he  need  not  now 
particularly  allude,  had  found  it  necessary  to 
raise  from  ner  citizens  a  large  amount  of  reve- 
nue. That  revenue  went  into  the  Treasury,  and 
it  was  important  that  there  should  be  a  supervi- 
sion over  the  proceedings  of  the  accounting  ofii- 
oers — it  was  proper  that  the  finances  should  be 
sufficiently  guarded.  But  what  bad  been  the 
action  of  the  Legislature  on  this  subject?  Would 
the  finances  of  the  State  be  injured  or  endanger- 
ed by  reason  of  biennial  sessions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ?  The  very  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
which  had  been  proposed  in  1845-'6,  and  pas- 
sed in  1846- *?,  required  the  Treasurer  to  make 
to  the  Governor  of  the  State  the  very  identical 
Report  which  he  would  have  made  to  the  Legis- 
lature if  it  were  in  session.  Nor  was  this  Re- 
port confined  exclusively  to  the  Governor.  In 
the  year  1847,  the  House  of  Delegates  passed  a 


resolution  reiquirinc  the  Treasurer  to  hate  tirel?« 
hundred  copies  of  this  report  printed — ten  copies 
to  be  sent,  for  circulation,  to  each  member  of 
the  Legislature.  What  was  the  character  of  that 
Report?  The  Treasurer  showed  the  amount! 
of  money  received  and  the  sources  from  which 
they  were  received ;  explaining  what  these  souieee 
were.  The  Report  referred  to  each  item ,  and  the 
different  tables  accompanying  the  Report  showed 
the  persons  from  whom  the  amounts  were  re- 
ceived, and  the  amounts  themselves. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  was  in  favor  of  imposing  the  same 
obligation  under  the  new  Constitution.  He  would 
even  go  further,  and  authorise  the  Legislature  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  come  to  Annapolis  and 
examine  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  report 
made  by  the  Treasurer  during  the  recess  of  the 
Legislature.  It  was  not  necessary  that  the  Le- 
gislature should  meet  for  the  purpose  of  supervi- 
sing the  Treasurer's  accounts.  Gentlemen  might 
be  assured  that  if  ever  it  should  be  the  ill-fate  of 
Maryland  to  have  at  the  head  of  her  financial  de- 
partment a  man  who  was  not  honest,  she  would 
still  be  defrauded  whatever  guards  she  might 
throw  around  her  Treasury.  The  finances  could 
be  as  well  guarded  and  protected  by  biennial 
meetings  of  the  Legislature. 

Were  the  liberties  of  the  State  to  be  endan- 
gered by  biennial  sessions  ?    Truly  had  it  been 
said,  that  **the  world  was  governed  too  much.*' 
The  history  of  the  past — all  experience  taught  us, 
that  there  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  un- 
der a  republican  government,  by  the  want  of  be- 
ing governed.    If  evil  was  to  fall  upon  our  insti- 
tutions, it  would  come  not  firom  the  few  laws 
which  might  be  passed,  but  from  the  many.    He 
might  well  refer  to  our  own  statute  book,  to  sus- 
tain thb  position.    He  did  not  know  that  any 
law  stood  upon  it,  which  directly  endangered  the 
liberties  of  the  people.    But  where  was  the  n^an 
to  be  found,  within  the  confines  of  Maryland, 
who  was  so  learned  in  the  law,  that  he  could, 
without  long  and  laborious  examination,  tell  what 
the  laws  of  the  State  were,  upon  every  subject 
which  they  embraced?    It  seemed  to  him  that 
there  was  a  kind  of  ambition  in  every  man,  who 
came  to  the  Ledslature,  to  do  something  in  the 
way  of  law-maiking.    The  brains  of  men  were 
constantly  upon  the  rack  to  discover  what  they 
could  do — what  more  they  could  make^what 
changes  they  could  effect  upon  the  statute  book 
— so  that  when  they  returned  to  their  constitu- 
ents, they  might  be  able  to  answer  the  enquiry 
which  met    them,  *'what  have  you  done?^  by 
pointing  to  some  act  of  legislation,  the  passage 
of  which  they  had  been  mainly  instrumental  m 
securing.     1'hey  were  not  satisfied  with  tellmg 
the  people  that  they  had  discharged  their  duty 
generally— that  they  had  prevented  the  passage 
of  this  or  that  law,  the  operation  of  which  might 
be  injurious.    Their  constituents  would  tell  them 
that  IS  not  what  we  want.    Tell  us  what  you 
have  done  for  tu — what  law  or  measure  you 
have  caused  to  be  adopted.     £very  country  had 
its  peculiar  mania;  and   this  was  the  mania  of 
the  State  of  Maryknd.    This  was  a  state  of  af- 
fairs which  he  desired  to  avoid.     He  desired 
that  the  laws  should  be  free  and  few,  and  ea&\V<^ 


undenlood. 


It  kDew  or  Dolhiac  in  HujUnd, 

_j«'«rioui1y  owdvoed  to  the  glo- 

tvm  "UDoertun^  of  lb*  Uw,"  Uiu  thn  coodU 
tMDoTtbinp. 

Mr.  Srufosft.  Ii  not  lbs  ctiI  to  ba  lUiibatad 
M  much  to  tho  (dniiniitiction  of  Iba  Uw? 

Hr.  BuMT.  I  ttaiDk  not  Ithink  tb«  erfl  lia 
Buialf  in  tba  Itfulatlon  of  the  Bltte,  for  Ibe 
nMOH  I  bare  gmo. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  remuk,  that  the  ex- 
nrienceaf  the  State,  under  biennial  letalona, 
bad  not  been  long.  But  there  bad  been  an  inUr- 
▼al  between  two  leNuoni  of  the  LegLilalnrB,  and 
wbat  was  the  condition  of  the  State  i  Was  the 
not  u  tbrJTing  ai  before?  Were  not  ber  Held* 
■I  pmduciiTe — her  Mil  u  kind  and  gcDenxa — 
ber  people  as  bappr — and  their  right*  aa  well 
protected,  ai  they  had  been  under  annual  ui- 
liona  of  the  Legislature  J  Gentlemen  knew  that 
■ucb  was  the  fact.  The  Stale  was  aa  prosperous, 
and  herbteresis  (u  well  euarded,  and  tbej  would 
eonlinue  to  be  so  under  blennisl,  as  under  annual 
eeaaioDt.  The  Legislature,  at  iti  lut  session, 
bad  done  m  much  as  was  required  by  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Slate.  There  were  some  mea- 
sures— such  as  a  genenil  assessment  law — which 
bad  failed,  from  want  of  lime  perhaps,  or  some 
other  cause.  But  gentlemen  were  to  beat  in 
raiiid,  that  this  was  not  the  lint  time,  that  mea- 
aures  bad  been  crowded  into  ibe  last  dajs  of  tba 
sessioD,  and  Dot  been  acted  upon  for  want   of 

He  belioTed,  IbeD,  thatbiennial  sessions  would 
be  for  the  bteiest  of  the  State.  If  the  legisla- 
ture, meetinz  biennially,  could  perforin  tbe  du- 
ties required  from  it,  that  would  be  ell  that 
was  neceiiary,  and  an  annusl  saving  would  be 
oSecled  of  twenty-fiire  thousand  doTlsrs.  This 
was  an  expense  which  be  nished  to  UToid,  and  it 
ouebt  to  be  avoided,  ualess  tliere  were  strong 
and  overpowering  reasons,  why  the  mont;  should 
be  expend  ed- 
it hid  been  said  that  perpetual  rigilanoe  was 
the  price  of  liberty.  No  doubt  tl  was  so.  But 
was  that  perpetun!  ilgileacs  to  be  exercised  ex- 
ctuiively  through  tbe l-egislature  of  tbe  Stale! 
If  it  were  90,  then  the  meelinp  of  that  body 
would,  of  necessity,  be  perpetual.  Butit  wasnot 
the  LeEislature,  which  wss  to  be  the  sole  guar- 
dian of  our  liberties.    Tbe  people  themselves 


Dufided  their  honor  and  their 
to  be  ever  upon  the  wgtch.  There  was  alio  an- 
other mighty  senlinel  upon  tbe  watch-tower  of 
liberty — that  was  the  giant  press.  Whenever 
our  institutions  were  threatened  in  their  itrong- 
holds,  iis  voice  would  be  heard  from  the  moun- 
tain peaks  to  old  ocean's  wave,  sounding  the 
alarm  and  swakeniag  the  freemen  of  the  land  to 

Mr.  B.  then  remarked,  that  hii  opinion  in  re- 
lation to  biennial  pessions.weie  modified  by  thedr- 
rumatsnces  that  mirroundcd  him.  He  believed  that 
a  Constitution  would  be  pissed,  aud  that  it  would 
be  adopted  by  the  people  at  the  ballot-box.  That 
ConsUlutioQ  would  impost  tci;  ooBioua  dutiet 


upoa  the  Lwialalure,  for  some  time  ■fler  ita 
adoption.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  in  favorof 
two  aimual  nseioos,  to  enable  tbe  Legislaiur«  to 
carry  out  the  provisiou  of  the  new  oi^anic  law- 
Ajtd  if  no  other  gentleman  moved  an  ameod- 
msDt  to  that  effect,  be  would  do  so.  He  alao 
eipreaaed  hit  Intention  to  urge  the  adt^tioo  of  a 

Erovision  empowering  tbe  Governor,  when,  in 
ia  judgment,  the  exigencies  of  tbe  State  mi^ 
require  it,  to  osJl  a  apecial  sesaion  of  tbe  1^^ 

For  these  reasons,  be  coold  not  vote  for  tbe 
proposition  of  bis  able  and  distinguished  col- 
M(4;ue,(Mr.  Merrick.) 

After  s  brief  eiplanaUon  by  Hr.SnHOEa, 

Mr.  Chsmiirb  of  Kent,  laid,  be  would  endea- 
vor to  add  a  few  words,  without  repeating  aigo- 
ments  already  urged  in  favor  of  biennial  seasioDS. 

The  reasons  assigned  for  annual  sesalons,  resol- 
ved themselves  into  these  two — first,  IbeiDabililv 
of  the  Legislature  to  perform  all  tbe  duly  required 
hj  the  interest  of  the  State,  and  second,  the  want 
of  necessary  supervision  over  the  treaaur;  of  the 
SUte  and  its  officer*. 

As  to  tbe  fini,  it  hippened  thatthelaws  of  lb* 
session  of  1849,  the  Brst  of  the  biennial  sessions, 
lly  upon  tbe  adjoining  desk  in  the  service  oT  ba 
next  neighbor,  and  when  tbe  accumulatioo  of 
dutv  was  remarked  upon  in  the  course  of  debate, 
he  had  opened  to  the  middle  of  ihe  volume,  and 
found  tbalmore  than  one  half  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  laws,  were  passed  witbin  the  lart  four  days 
of  the  session.  He  believed  in  some  of  the 
Statrs,  a  whole  session  has  not  lasted  beyond  four 
days.  He  was  aware  that  many  oftbese  laws  of 
1B49,  bad  been  in  some  progress  before  the  day 
on  which  they  bear  dale — some  of  them  nearly 
consummated,  but  still  it  was  true  the  great  part 
of  the  business  of  every  session  was  performed  In 
the  last  few  days. 

He  had  passed  tbe  last  IbiKy  winters  in  this 
ci^,  with  the  exception  of  nine  years,  while  be 
held  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  it  was  B>  well  known  to  him.  as  it  was  to 
everyone  who  was  conversant  with  these  mat- 
ters, that  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  mem- 
bers were  enjoying  themsetTes  in  social  aod 
agreeable  indulgencies.  He  didnot  allude tothts 
in  the  way  of  reproach — not  at  all.  It  wa> 
characteristic  of  the  species.  Mania  naturally 
a  self-indulgent  and  iodolent being — esKntlallva 
creature  of  appetite  and  passion.  Some  motive 
mutt  excite  htm  to  toil  and  labor.  When  it  be- 
came necessary,  the  members  would  aod  did  de- 
vote themselves  to  their  serious  duties. 

The  fact  that  they  did  so  only  after  a  conudei^ 
able  portion  of  the  session  bad  elapsed,  proved 
his  position,  that  lesa  lime  was  necessarr  than  it 
waa  DOW  contended  was  required.  With  regaid 
to  the  supervision  over  Ihe  TrcBsury,  and  a  strict 
eye  upon  accounting  officers,  he  must  say  he  bad 
not  much  faith  in  the  influence  of  investigating 
committees,  or  in  the  "grand  inquest."  Ha  ask- 
ed gentlemen  when  and  where  defaullers  had 
been  delecled  and  exposed  by  Eiuch  committees. 

Experience  taiwht  ua  differently.  Such  defhul- 
tere  genaraUj  bad  tbe  ability  and  the  raeui  to 


pnptn  lUteaod  frtndaleiit  aeooiiiiti  tnd  toueh* 
•n,  to  eoDcetl  the  tnces  of  their  frauds.  We 
know  numerous  instences  in  benks  end  other 
moneyed  institutions,  in  which  these  flraudi  here 
been  completelT  corered  over,  end  conceded  bj 
sueh  felie  Toacners. 

It  is  generally  on  change  or  in  the  street  we 
get  the  first  intelligence  of  these  defelcttione. 
Those  who  ere  guuty  of  them  generally  mtke 
inTestments— usouly  for  speculation— end  accord- 
ing to  the  trite  saybg,  '*ill-0>tten  gain  nerer 
benefits  its  owner,"  their  reckleis  speculations 
usually  fiiil,  and  suicide  or  flight  is  most  fre- 
quently the  first  intimation  of  their  guilt.  He 
held  that  the  first  and  great  security  for  the  State 
must  be  found  in  the  well  earned  character  of 
the  officer,  for  high  moral  integrity.  Discard 
considerations  of  party  serrice  and  select  your 
man,  from  a  long  and  intimate  knowled^  of, 
his  virtue  and  his  merit.  The  next  relianee 
must  be  on  the  ^uniary  indemnity  into  which 
competent  sureties  hare  entered  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duties.  Let  no  partiality  or  fa- 
▼oritism  prerent  a  due  obsenrance  of  strict  duty 
by  those  entrusted  with  this  important  branch  of 
serrice. 

The  Legislature,  as  a  body,  was  no  match  in 
the  contest  with  a  defaulter,  in  the  effort  on  the 
one  hand  to  detect,  and  on  the  other  to  CTade  de- 
tection in  a  course  of  official  malyersation.  A 
committee  was  equally  impotent. 

He  could  not  then  perceive  in  either  of  these 
reasons  a  ground  to  annul  the  deliberate  action 
of  the  people,  who  had  most  deliberately  and  de- 
cidedly expressed  their  wishes  in  relation  to  this 
particular  question,  some  three  years  since. 

Not  a  gentleman  on  this  floor  has  been  able  to 
say  he  has  heard  the  first  whisper  of  discontent, 
or  any  desire  for  change  in  this  respect.  Every 
voter  in  the  State  knows  we  are  here  engaged  in 
re-modelling  the  Constitution,  and  all  sorts  of 
suggestions  have  been  made  during  our  three 
months  session,  but  no  voice  has  reached  us  ad- 
vising; a  return  to  annual  sessions.  He  believed 
the  judnnent  passed  upon  the  subject  was  as 
much  influenced  by  the  oelief  that  excessive  Le- 
gislation was  pernicious  as  by  considerations  of 
economy.  For  himself,  he  was  much  of  the  opin- 
ion very  often  expressed  by  an  old  friend  now  no 
more,  a  former  Attorney  General  of  the  State. 
The  experience  of  a  long  life  actively  occupied 
in  the  business  affairs  of  the  world,  bad  induced 
his  strong-minded  friend  to  conclude  that  it  was 
of  much  more  importance  to  have  the  law  set- 
tled than  to  have  it  this  way  or  that — to  know 
what  the  law  was,  rather  than  why  it  was.  He 
doubted  whether  the  State  would  suffer  by  cur- 
tailing the  usual  quantum  of  legislation  to  one- 
half  of  what  it  had  been. 

Mr.  SraiGG  rose  to  give  notice  of  an  amend- 
ment which  he  desired  to  offer,  as  follows : 

Amend  the  said  section  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  **  term,*'  in  the  second  line,  where  it 
Mcondly  occurs,  and  hisert  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
foOowing: 

**  Of  one  year  from  the  day  of  the  general  elec- 
tions, the  General  Assembly  may  contboe  its 
lint  session  after  the  adoption  of  this  Coortita- 


tkm,  ti  lonfp,  ti  in  the  oplnkm  of  the  two  Houses, 
the  public  interests  may  require  it,  but  all  subee- 

Sent  regular  sessions  of  the  GeMral  Assembly 
ill  be  closed  on  the  fiftieth  day  from  their  com- 
mencement, unless  the  same  shall  be  closed  at 
an  earlier  day  by  the  agreement  of  the  two  Hou- 


Whieh  was  read. 

Mr.  Baowir  said  it  had  been  repeatsdly  uioed 
as  an  argument  agaust  annual  sessiooa  of  the  Le- 
gislature, that  nothine  was  done  for  the  first  three 
or  four  weeks  of  each  session.  He  had  had  some 
experience  in  these  matters,  and  thought  that 

KnUemen  were  mistaken  in  the  views  they 
d  expressed.  In  the  House  of  Delegates  there 
were  but  few  memben  who  were  wh£  might  be 
termed  old  politicians.  They  were  generally 
strancers  to  each  other.  On  the  meetli^  of  the 
Legislature,  a  Speaker  had  to  be  elected,  and 
committees  anpointed— the  latter  being  a  duty 
unposing  much  responsibitity,  because  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  judicious  selection.  This  took  a 
week.  In  the  meantime,  the  members  were  be- 
coming acQuainted  with  each  other,  and  ever)*- 
thing  was  done,  that  could  be  don^,  to  set  the  ma- 
chinery of  legislation  into  operation.  These 
delays  which  could  not  be  avoided  in  any  delib- 
erative body;  and  for  this  Convention,  more  es- 
pecially, to  complain  of  the  waste  of  time  thus 
caused,  seemed  very  much  like  Satan  rebuking 
Sin.  The  committees  then  went  to  work,  and 
some  two  or  three  weeks  might  be  taken  up  in 
maturing  important  bills  for  the  action  of^the 
body.    They  were  then  taken  up  and  discussed. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  show,  in  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  CHAMBaai,  of  Kent,  Uiat  bills, 
which  had  been  acted  upon  by  the  lower  House, 
went  to  the  Senate,  and  it  was  not  until  they 
came  back  again  to  the  House,  Uiat  a  date  was 
given  to  ^em.  So  that,  in  (act,  many  of  the 
bills,  which,  from  their  dates,  seemed  to  have 
passed  on  the  last  few  days  of  the  session,  might 
have  passed  long  before.  He  cited  the  instance 
of  the  law  callin^^  the  Convention,  in  respect  to 
which,  a  proposition  had  been  introduced  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  even  before  Uie 
usual  messages  had  been  interchanged  between 
the  two  Houses. 

One  word  as  to  the  treasury.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  any  gentleman  intended  to  say  that  the 
House  of  Delegates  guarded  the  treasury.  He 
certainly  did  not  intend  to  say  so.  But  we  had 
established  a  large  syvtem  of  taxation.  It  might 
be  neceisary  that  changes  in  that  system  should 
be  made,  in  consequence  of  injury  to  some  par- 
ticular iuterest  which  it  might  be  proper  to  re- 
lieve. The  crops  might  fail,  or  some  other  ca- 
lamity befal  us.  If  we  continued  prosperous,  no 
such  necessity  would  arise.  But  did  gentlemen 
mean  to  say,  that  if  the  necessity  come,  the  re- 
lief should  not  be  afforded  ? 

In  regard  to  conferring  upon  the  Governor  the 
power  to  call  the  legislature  together,  he,  [Mr. 
B.,]  had  only  to  say,  that  he  never  knew  any  ben- 
efit grow  out  of  extra  sessions,  either  under  the 
general  or  State  governments. 

He  thought  it  wouM  be  better  to  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's, 


(Mr.  fomiMr.)  Leithe  tnnukl  hmIodi  eoatiniK 
imlil  ue  people  IhenuelTca  ihould  «all  for  b 
chup.  Let  a  prorulon  to  tbtt  effect  be  iiaert- 
•d  ia  ttie  Comtituiioii,  tud  no  iDjurj  could  re- 
■olt 

Hr.  HtRUCi  nid,  that  u  tilt  ■roendoMtit  in- 
dkited  by  the  gentlemui  from  Prince  Ooaige'i, 
[Hr.  Sprigs,]  struck  him,  [Mr.  H.,]  u  very 
a^roprute,  and  u  better  than  hie  own,  ht 
wonkT  witbdiKw  hi*  tnendmeat,  and  accept 
that  ai  a  modlfiettion. 

Hr.  WuBK  sail,  that  be  nie  to  make  a  few 
temaAi  in  explanation  of  tlie  rote  be  intended 
to  gife.  Hitherto,  ai  a  repreaeDtatire  in  thr 
General  AMemblj,  and  ai  a  citiien  at  the  polli, 
be  had  TOted  agmiost  the  chanra  ia  the  ConiUtu- 
tion  which  subttituted  biennial  for  annual  m»  ; 
■ioni.  He  had  done  so,  becacM,  in  Ibe  fim 
place,  he  regarded  Ibe  propoaed  chanp  at  ciU 
ouUtsd,  if  not  intended,  to  poalpone  and  protract 
the  call  of  a  Coovention  to  rerlw  the  orftnlc 
lav  oflhe  State.  And  Kcondlj,  becaule  he  be- 
Ilered  in  the  policj  and  neceaailT  of  frequenl 
electiona,  in  order  that  the  people  might  bolti 
their  repr«sentBtiTBi  to  a  proper  ■ccounubililj. 
But  the  people  IbemieWes  hti  rtmoired  ibt 
noond*  of  hu  objectioDB.  The;  bad  removed 
the  fint,  b;  calling  Ibis  Coniention — whether 
fbr  better  or  for  wcne,  remained  jet  to  be  wen. 
Thgy  had  remored  the  aecond  ground  br  defining 
at  the  polls,  what  they  intended  ibauld  be  un- 
denlood  by  the  term,  "frequent  electiona."  id 
ftr  ai  ralated  to  elections  for  members  of  the 
luiilature.  Tbey  bad  defined  it  tomean  "erery 
two  yean."  He  held  that  the  people,  having 
all  power  in  themteliss,  had  aright  to  deetace 
and  define  the  principle)  of  their  goTernment.  In 
the  words  of  the  declaralion,  adopted  a  few  da  ji 
ago,  that  they  "ought  to  haTe  the  sole  and  ei- 
ctusire  ri^l  of  regulating  their  internal  goTern- 
ment." The  people  had  determined  to  have 
biennial  sesuons,  and  that  was  Ibe  interprelalian 
which  Ibey  deaited  their  representalivel  here,  to 
put  on  the  (arm,  "frequent  elections."  Aa  one  j 
of  those  represenlatiTcs,  he  took  Ibis  poeiUon;  ' 
although  a  small  majority  of  hii  immediate  con-  ■ 
atituents  bad  voted  against  the  chanife.  But  he  , 
looked  lo  the  Toice  of  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  Stale,  and  felt,  that,  ai  an  agent  ot  their'a,  i 
he  wag  to  be  goveraeil  by  their  voice. 

He  WBi  also  constrained  to  adopt  this  coiirta 
by  the  consideration  liial,  during  the  contest 
wbich  took  place  among  the  people  in  regard  lo 
the  call  of  a  CoDTention  to  remodel  the  organic 
law,  ha  had  ncTer  heard,  in  his  own  county,  or  . 
seen  it  slated  in  the  newspapers  of  any  other 
county  in  the  State,  (hat  one  of  the  reforms  desi- ! 
red  by  (he  people,  was  the  change  now  advoca- 
ted. He  believed  thai  (he  poiKion  assumed  by 
the  people  was  lo  be  attributed  in  a  great  mea- 
aure,  to  the  fact  set  forth  by  the  gentleman  from  ' 
riedarick,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  ye»terday~that  they 
were  satisfied  that  there  was  two  much  legiala^ 

Again.  The  people  not  only  deaired  reform, 
but  they  asked  alio  for  retrenchment  in  the  ex- 
pwdituTes  of  the  Goremmenti  and  altbougb  bo 


did  dM  ittnd  ben  m  tha  advocate  of  •  dwap 
nvemment  without  rcArance  to  the  feet  whether 
it  wiB  to  be  eood  or  bad;  yet  he  was  satisfied  in 
hi*  own  mind  that  It  was  his  du^,  if  he  beiieved 
a  food  Qorernment  could  be  obtained  obeapiv, 
to  prefer  it  to  a  good  Oovemment  caatiDg  much. 
llM  difficulty  had  been  presented  thaI,roitwo, 
four,  sis,  or  perfaapt  eight  or  ten  yean,  after  Ihia 
CoQTenLon  ihauld  have  cleeed  it*  labon — and 
in  the  event  of  the  new  Constitution  being  adopt- 
ed by  the  people — annual  sessions  of  the  Le^s- 
lature  would  be  neceuaryi  end  it  was  propoaed 
by  those  who  advocated  Ihem,  to  restrict  the 
term  for  which  the  I.eg;islatuia  was  to  remain  in 
■•Mion.  He  wa$  aatiafied,  from  what  little  ei- 
peiience  he  had  himaelf  had,  in  legislative  life, 
and  from  the  admisiion  of  tile  gmtleman  Ima 
Carroll,  (Mr.  Brown,)  that  much  time  wu  kw 
at  the  commencemeDt  of  everr  session  in  the  ar- 
ganication  of  comnittees  and  in  the  proper  dia- 
I  tribution  and  arrangement  of  business.  If  then 
it  wu  necegaary  that  important  meantrea  ibooM 
be  matured  lo  carry  out  the  provision*  of  tbs 
new  Constitution,  he  thought  tnat  the  great  ob- 
ject in  view  was  more  likely  to  be  accomplished 
efficiently  and  economically  if  the  seaaions  were 
for  a  longer  term,  rather  than  by  annual  aeaaioai 
of  tborl  duration;  because,  in  the  latter  case,  the 
local  buiiness  preising  upon  the  Legislature 
would  prevent,  or  {rrcaUy  impede,  tha  formalioD 
and  adoption  of  sucli  laws  as  might  be  neceaaair 
lo  carry  on  the  new  system  of  Government.  If 
,  this  principle  wai  adopted,  the  Legislature,  at  the 
;  Gnt  aeBstun,Jinighl  attend  lo  the  local  buainen, 
i  and  would  then  be  much  better  able  to  form  the 
necessary  laws  Uian  Legialatuiea  newly  awrni 
.  bled  and  with  all  the  local  legislation  of  the  Slate 
lo  attend  to.  He  objecled,  however,  to  any 
amendment  which  would  look  to  boUi  annual  and 
biennial  sessiona.  He  deaired  that  the  Conatitu- 
lion  should  contain  a  provision  declaring  that  the 
meetings  of  the  L^ialalure  should  be  either  an- 
nual or  biennial— one  or  the  other,  not  both. 
Mr.  BKERtaid  he  was  about  to  make  a  mo- 
I  tioD  which  he  would  preface  with  a  brief  remark 
,  or  two.  The  gentleman  from  Kent,  had  partly 
I  made  a  convert  of  him,  when  he  showed  that  in 
'  the  last  five  days  of  the  aeaaion  of  the  last  Legis- 
,  lature,  one  half  of  all  the  billa  of  (hat  session 
,  Hera  paned — Ihat  ihe  half  of  five  hundred  and 
liily-one  bills,  making  two  hundred  and  eighty, 
were  disposed  of  in  that  lime.  He  was  happy 
also  that  he  and  his  honorable  colleague,  (Mr- 
Thomas,)  from  wbom  be  differed  yesterday,  were 
drawing  a  little  nearer  logelher.  Now  he,  (Ur. 
B.,)  was  a  strict  ecocomiat,  wiicn  (be  public  in- 
terests required  retrenchment;  and  he  routd,oo 
looking  into  tne  matter,  that  the  expenses  of  two 
annual  sessions  could  be  so  reduced,  by  leMtning 
the  duration  of  the  sessions,  as  to  be  leas  than 
ihose  ofone  prolraclsd  biennial  session,  he  pre- 
sumed (hat  (he  same  could  be  done  in  an  annual 
f«ssion.  There  would,  therefore,  he  no  neceatity 
for  making  the  session  extend  lo  fifty  dayc,  and 
when,  in  order,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  Gflj 
and  insert  thirty  days. 

Mr.  Bisaa  then  mond  to  tlrike  out  "firty" 
and  iutert  "thit^." 
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Bfr.  Hicsi  hid  made  an  effort,  the  day  before, 
to  obtain  the  floor,  but  was  unsucceMful,  and 
bad  he  then  sooceeded  would  have  occupied  the 
Convention  lomewhat  longer  than  he  now  de- 
mgned  to  do.  He  rose  now  only  from  a  stem 
sense  of  duty,  to  add  a  word  if  possible  to  what 
had  already  been  said  and  so  well  said  in  favor 
of  the  proposition  now  under  consideration ;*nor 
would  he  attempt  it,  at  this  late  stage  of  the  dis- 
eusaion  of  this  substitute,  did  he  not  consider  it 
to  be  one  of  the  most  important  subjects,  con* 
neoted  with  our  doings  here.  Important  first 
as  a  tax-saying  measure.  But  injiniuly  more 
impoftani  at  a  nuimtre — the  failure  of  which, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  contribute  more  to  jeopard 
the  Constitution  which  we  are  now  striving  to 
prepare  fbr  submission  to  the  people  of  our  agita- 
ted State,  than  anything  we  may  do  here.  And  he 
now  raised  the  voice  of  warning,  though  feeble, 
and  trusted  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  would  re- 
flect well  upon  thn  subject  and  act  prudently.  He 
should  have  contented  himself  with  the  able  vindi- 
cation by  his  colleague  oPhis  important  measure, 
together  with  the  valuable  aid  it  received  by  the 
able  and  distinguished  members  from  Frederick 
and  Washington  counties  yesterday,  and  by  others 
to^y.  But  coming  from  a  section  of  the  State 
where  this  measure  of  biennial  sessions  has 
been  earnestly  called  for  and  are  very  popular, 
he  deaired  to  bear  his  testimony  to  that  ract,  and 
eonfirm,  if  not  strengthen,  what  his  colleague 
had  aakl  in  that  connexion.  We  are  engaf^. 
kt  tpoke  9f  Ike  people  of  tke  Eastern  Shore—we 
are  engaged,  in  helping,  at  least,  to  pay  a  debt  for 
which  we  have  never  received  value;  therefore 
desire  to  get  through  as  quick  as  possible  and 
ftvget  it.  He  voted  for  biennial  sessions,  and  so 
did  his  people  qfall  partieSf  when  submiited  to  the 
people,  four  years  ago— and  unlike  the  gentleman 
from  Howard  District,  he  intended  to  4ite  for  it 
again.  The  gentleman  from  Howard  District 
and  his  friend  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Biser,) 
seemed  to  think  they  have  discovered  their  folly 
and  are  retracing  their  steps,  but  he  had  began 
right  and  intend^l  to  keep  right  Gentlemen 
speak  of  annual  sessions  or  the  Legislature  as  a 
subject  not  to  be  considered  by  the  Convention 
in  connexion  with  that  of  expense.  Are  we  not 
here  to  make  an  organic  law,  to  last,  he  trusted, 
ibr  ages  to  come;  and  are  we  not  to  guard  all  the 
intereets  of  the  people  as  best  we  can?  He  thought; 
be  ielt  so;  but  how  do  some  gentlemen  propose  to 
do  it?  Why,  sir,  by  the  multiplication  of  oflicers, 
and  largely  increased  salaries.  The  gentleman 
from  FrMerick,l(he  meant  his  friend,  Mr.  Buer,) 
says  he  voted  for  biennial  sessions  too;  and  why  ? 
Because,  he  says,  the  cry  of  repudiation  was  then 
to  be  heard  in  our  State.  So  it  was;  and  my 
word  for  it,  Mr.  President,  if  we  choke  the 
wholesome  financial  measures  which  have  been 
so  wisely  concocted  and  now  in  successful  oper- 
ation, you  will  hear  it  again,  for  although  we  ere 
ooraparatively  quiet  now,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten, 
that  we  have  a  debt  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars 
banjfing  over  us,  and  which,  enormous  as  it  is, 
we  mtend  to  pay,  if  let  alone  as  we  now  are.  The 
seme  gentleman  (Mr.  Bisca)  has  told  us  that  no- 
thing waa  Mid  during  the  canyasslast  summer  by 
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the  people  of  Frederick,  upon  the  subject  of  bien- 
nial sessions.  Ortatnly  not;  and  why?  Obvi- 
ously, because  they  thne,  as  evoywhere  else, 
considered  it  a  fixed  subiect,  settled  by  them,  and 
never,  as  they  supposed,  to  be  disturbed  again. 
Had  not  the  people  decided  this  subiect  of  biennial 
sessions  unequivocally,  and  shall  this  Convention 
thus  trifle  with  them?  He  hoped  not  Have  your 
elections  once  in  two  years,  and  your  sessions  of 
the  Legislature  in  like  manner,  and  then  you  save 
money  and  morals.  He  felt  that  it  was  most  de- 
sirable to  avoid  frequent  elections,  for  all  knew 
as  well  he  does,  the  demoralizing  effect  of  popu- 
lar elections;  and  he  thought  all  ought,  with  him, 
go  for  just  so  many  elections  as  were  really  ne- 
cessary and  no  more.  The  people  desired  repose 
and  relief  from  the  continual  excitement  of  elec- 
tions, and  for  himself,  he  felt  a  great  anxiety  on 
account  of  the  too  frequent  elections,  for  the  rea- 
son that  they  are  demoralizing  in  their  tendency; 
and  therefore  he  desired  to  have  the  popular  elec- 
tions of  the  State  less  frequent  for  the  two-fold 
reason  of  immorality  and  expense.  As  to  the  ar- 
gument founded  on  the  necessity  for  a  strict  su- 
pervision of  the  Tieasury,  he  would  say,  that  so 
long  as  we  have  officers  faithful  as  now,  and  in 
the  past,  there  is  no  need  of  such  frequent  super- 
vision. 

We  come  here,  professing  to  take  charge  of 
the  public  interest,  and  how  do  we  do  it?  Why, 
by  multiplying  offices  and  increasing  salaries — 
the  last  thmg  the  people  expect  us  to  do.  The 
people  who  have  so  uneouivocally  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  biennial  sessions,  have  not  sent  us  here  to 
change  the  system,  rely  on  it. 

Why,  gentlemen  talk  as  though  we  had  come 
here  to  repeal  our  entire  statutory  system.  What 
have  we  to  do  with  the  statutes  ?  Our  duty  is 
to  frame  an  organic  law,  in  conformity  with  our 
laws  aJready  made,  and  to  which  all  laws,  here- 
after to  be  made,  must  conform.  We  are  not  here 
to  prepare  a  statutory  code.  If  we  insert  in 
this  Constitution,  propositions  at  variance  with 
the  expressed  sense  or  our  people,  we  do  not  do 
our  duty.  He  hoped  we  shall  be  able  to  form 
such  a  Constitution  as  will  be  acceptable  to  our 
people.  As  to  his  own  votes,  he  would  only  say, 
they  shall  be  honestly  cast  He  had  repeatedly 
served  in  the  Legislature  too,  but  was  ready  to 
admit  that  his  friend  from  Carroll,  (Mr.  Brown,) 
had  been  in  more  legislative  bodies  and  had  be- 
longed to  more  parties  than  he  had,  and  should 
not  controvert  what  he  had  said  in  connexion 
with  the  industry  of  the  last  Legislature ;  but  he 
must  say,  that  he  knew,  as  had  been  said  in  many 
instances,  that  weeks  of  the  earlier  parts  of  the 
sessions  were  consumed  in  idleness  or  pleasure. 
Some  time  must  be  used  in  electing  officers  and 
the  other  processes  of  organization,  but  no  one 
having  experience,  doubts  that  much  time  is  lost 
in  amusements  on  such  occasions.  If  we  can 
send  out  to  the  people,  such  a  Constitution  ai  we 
may  reasonably  expect  them  to  adopt,  we  must 
be  careful  what  the  provisions  are  which  we  in- 
sert in  it. 

His  friend  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Biser,)  had 
said  that  the  cry  of  repudiation  was  once  heard  in 
Maiylandiland  that  he  had  then  voted  for  bien- 


Dial  aeuioDi,  asBmcasureorrelrenchment.  That 
wai  true  -,  butf  ow,  when  our  debt  is  likely  to  hr 
paid  ofT,  if  we  check  IhcMe  wisel<r  concocied  mcij- 
nnes  of  finsnce,  which  have  been  the  means  oi' 
mlingonr  proiperitj,  reJj  on  it,  Ihe  people  will 
(n7  oat  aninit  us.  If  heEOiildsee  the  DeceMiiy 
for  annual  seuloDS,  he,  for  one,  would  Tote  Id 
letuiti  to  them,  but  he  thought  the  businen  con  lil 
be  done  juil  ii  well  bj  biennial  as  annual  w-- 
■ioni.  The  LegisMure,  if  industrious,  can  pB~- 
all  nacouarj  Uwa  !□  sixty  days,  just  bi  well  ^i~ 
all  moDtha,  and  if  not,  tiiej  hate  the  power  Ui 
extend  theirieasion,  in  riew  of  perfecting  char  gi-. 
OD  account  of  Ihe  Coostitulion  now  being  mad.'. 
to  all  months  or  longer,  if  found  necessary;  a:>d 
then,  if  Ihe  syglem  may  be  found  not  to  work 
well,  the;  can  but  return  to  annual  Hssions.  Bin 
there  ia  no  fear  as  to  the  result.  The  propmillnn 
ofhia  colleague  wassaelf-eTidentone,  he  thought, 
and  ought  to  carry  con»ietion  to  the  mind  of  efc- 
ry  one ;  be  trusted  it  would  be  adopted,  as  ^reni 
good  would  certainly  grow  out  of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  ScHLET  Slid  UibE  when  the  proposition  for 
biennial  lessions  waa  before  the  people,  he  Tot^rd 
■^Imt  it,  beliaiing  that  it  was  a  scheme  dr- 
aigned  to  ^t  rid  ofa  Refonn  CouTention.  He 
had  been  influenced  by  Ihe  opinion,  that  elec- 
tiona  ahould  be  frequent,  and  that  the  Legisb- 
fure  ought  to  meet  aunualty  to  aupef-Tiae  the  ar- 
counb  of  the  TtealUTer.  His  firat  objection  whi 
nmored  by  the  call  of  the  ConTention,  and  hh 
■eeond,  by  the  action  of  the  people  eatabliahitii; 
biennial  aeasioiu.  The  more  he  reSected  on  tli>j 
lubject,  the  more  was  he  !Btitfled  with  the  deti- 
aion  of  the  people  on  this  queilion.  He  would 
now  lole  for  biennial  aeisions;  first,  becauae  a<  ^ 
financial  measure,  it  would  lesien  the  burden  m' 
taxation^and,  secondly,  because  the  people  hua 
expreaaly  aanctioned  the  system,     fie  could  be:,  r . 


who  had 
this  biennal  nystem.  It  was, 
Earded  as  a  settled  qi 
intended  to  act  in  coni 
people.  Another  reason  which  influenced  hiiii. 
was,  thai  nearly  half  the  Slatesof  the  Union,  had 
adofiled  the  principle;  and  lastly,  he  would  Totn 
for  It  from  a  thorough  conviction  that  it  will,  if 
rejected,  put  in  jeopardy  the  Conatilulion  itself. 
The  people  had  relieeted  on  the  subject,  and  had 
made  the  change,  and  it  would  endanger  thp 
Constitution  to  insert  a  provision  in  opposition 
to  thelt  expressed  will.  He  desired  lo  makethi' 
new  Constitution  such  as  ihey  will  approve  ar,il 
adopt  He  had  merely  risen  to  make  these  brii-f 
remarks,  and  he  would  now  move  (he  previons 
question.  He  withdrew  the  motion  at  Ihe  n- 
queat  of  Mr.  Donalobon,  who  promised  to  r--- 

Hr.  DoiuLDSON  merely  desired  lo  aay  a  fe« 
words,  by  way  of  explanation.  Gentlemen  on 
the  olher  side  seemed  to  have  understood  hi^ 
argument,  as  if  he  meant  Ihal  the  accounts  of 
the  Treaaurer  alone,  were  to  be  aubjeot  lo  the 
inspection  of  Ihe  Legislature.  The  check  Lk 
which  he  referred,  was  upon  all  the  accountiiig 
.  n  cera  in  the  State,  ineludlPK  the  lYeuunr, 


whose  retumt  where  made  to  the  Houae  of  I>b1b- 
galea,  and  there^beoAS  the  subject  of  Tarious 
enquiries  and  orders,  which  oiieD  proceeded 
from  ddI  the  moet  friendly  aouroei.  Thia  le^ion- 
sibjlity,  and  this  apprehension,  tended  to  make 
those  ofSeers  protnpt,  efficient  and  aempuloua. 
In  regard  to  Ihe  eicesi  of  legislation,  he  repeat- 
ed that  it  waa  his  conviolion,  that  the  eril  was 
really  increased  by  Ihe  biennial  system,  and,  in 
this  connexion,  be  gave  some  further  illustra- 
tions of  his  views. 

Mr.  DoNiLDBOir  concluded  by  reoewing,  (ac- 
cording to  promise,)  the  demand  for  the  prcTiout 
question. 

Mr,  Brknt,  of  Charles,  desired  to  offer  an 
amondmeni,  (whieh  was  nol  now  in  order.) 

Seme  cnniersalion  followed  on  a  point  of 
onler,  in  which  Mr.  McHkhbt  and  the  Puai- 
DKNT,  pr»  Itm.,  took  part 

Mr.  ScHLET  now  withdrew  the  previous  ques- 
tion, at  the  lequest  of 

Mr.  Bhent,  of  Charles,  who,  in  BCCOnUoce 
with  the  indication  he  had  Ihis  rnomii^  given, 
sent  to  the  clerk's  table,  to  be  read,  an  inwod- 
ment,  which  he  ioUnded  to  offer  when  in  Mder, 
and  which  is  given  hereafter. 

Mr.  B.,  in  accordaj:ice  with  his  pledire,  reneiv- 
ed  the  demanded  for  the  previous  queation. 

There  was  a  second,  and  the  main  quaslioa 
was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

The  first  question  was  on  Ihe  antendmont  ef 
Mr.  Braiaa,  aa  accepted  by  Mr.  MsaucK. 

Mr.  DiaicEsoK  asked  the  yeaa  and  nays,  whieb 
were  ordered,  and  haTing  been  taken,  RMked 
as  follows : 

^ffirmaiivt — Messrs.  Tuck,  President,  pro  (c«., 
Morgan,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Ruidall, 
Kent,  Sellman,  Merrick,  Buchanan,  Welsh, (>«■ 
stable,^hanibGrs,  of  Cecil,  McLane,  Bowie, 
Spri^.  McCubbin.  Spencer,  George,  Wrighl, 
Sfiriver,  Biser,  Mc Henry,  Magraw,  Gwina, 
Brent  of  Ballimore  city,  Pre tstman .Ware,  Davii, 
Andcraon,  Parke,  Shower  and  Brown— 33. 

■VreDtitir— Messrs.  Ricaud,Chnmbera,of  Kent. 
Mitchell,  Dalrymple,  Brent,  of  Charles, Bell, 
Ridgely,  Llojd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood,  of  Tal- 
bot, Colston.  John  Dennis,  Daahiell,  Williuii. 
Hicks,  Hodson,  Eccleslon,  Phelps.  Miller,  Ben- 
ling,  Dirickaon,  Mc  Master,  Heam,  foob, 
Jacobs,  Thomas,  Gaither,  Annan,  StenheDsoo, 
Nelson,  Carter,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Hardcas- 
Oe,  Stewart,  of  Ballimore  city,  Schley,  Fieij. 
NeitI,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  New- 
comer, Waters,  Brewer,  Weber,  Hollydsy,  Rti- 
paliick,  Smith  ai.d  Cockey — 47. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bbint.  of  Charles,  now  offered  the  fol- 
io winfr  amendment: 

Amend  the  said  second  section  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  words  "term  of,"  where  tlie; 
secondly  occur  in  the  second  line,  and  inaerting 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

"One  year  from  the  day  of  the  geii- 
ernl  election,  for  the  first  two  yaan  after  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  and  tbereaiter  for 
tile  term  of  two  years  Ima  the  day  of  each  «ne- 
ral  eleclioD,  m  that  the  fint  two  imu«m  <•  the 
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6«iierft]  Asfembly  of  Maryland,  after  the  adop- 
tion of  this  Constitution,  ihall  be  annual,  and 
thereafter  biennial. *' 

Mr.  BaowN  suggested  to  Mr.  fiaKNT,'to  ex- 
tend the  time  to  three  or  four  years. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  the  point  of 
order,  in  which  Mr.  Baowv  and  the  Preiident, 
ffro  tem-t  took  part 

Mr.  BaiMT  declined  to  accept  the  modifica- 
tion of  Mr.  BaowN. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bekkt,  of  Charles. 

Mr.  McMastbr  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

Some  further  conyersation  followed  on  a  point 
of  order,  in  which  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Preist- 
Mur,  took  part. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  a  certain  modification 
of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  PusLrs,  which  lead  to 
further  conversation  upon  a  point  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Brent,  of  Charles,  and  resulted  as 
follows: 

J^gbrmaUve — Messrs.  Donaldson,  Wells,  Ran- 
dall, Kent,  Sellman,  Brent,  of  Charles,  Merrick, 
Walch,  Cbnstable,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  McCubbin, 
Bowling,  Gaitber,  Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore 
citj,  Presstman,  Ware,  Daris,  Brewer,  Waters, 
Hollyday ,  and  FiUpatrick—33. 

^Agwtint — ^Messrs.  Tuck,  President,  Tpro  (cm., 
Morgan,  Ricaud,  Chambers,  of  Kent.  Mitchell, 
Dorsof,  Dalrymple,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Ridgely, 
Uoyd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot*  CoUton, 
John  Dernla,  Dashiall,  Williams,  Hicks,  Hod- 
soo,  Eccleaton,  Phelps,  Chambers,  of  Cecil,  Mil- 
ler, Spencer,  George,  Wright,  Dirickson,  Mc- 
Maater,  Heam,  Foods,  Jacobs,  Thomas,  Shri- 
vtr,  Biaer,  Annan,  Stephenson,  McIIenry,  Nel- 
MB,  Carter,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Ilardcastle, 
SlAwart  of  Baltimore  city,  Uchley,  Fiery,  Neill, 
John  Newcomer,  Harbioe,  Michael  Newcomer, 
Wobtr,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockcy  and 
Brown— 54. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Spemcbr  then  offered  the  following  amend- 


Amend  said  second  section  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  words  "term  of/*  wbero  they  lastly  oc- 
eiir.  In  the  second  line,  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of the  following : 

*'Onb  year  from  the  day  of  the  general  elec- 
tion, bat  the  legislature  shall  have  the  right  to 
fVDvide  by  law  for  biennial  sessions.'* 

And  Mr.  S.  demanded  the  previous  question 
on  the  amendment. 

There  was  a  second;  and 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

Mr.  Harbiwb  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Spencer; 

Which  were  ordered;  and 

Being  taken,  were  as  follows: 

MUrmMive — Messrs.  Tuck,  President,  jwo.  (em.i 
MoffgaD,  Donaldson,  Dorsoy,  Wells,  Randalh 
Kent,  SeUBum,   Merrick,   Buchanan,  Welch, 


Constable,  Chambers,  of  Cecil,  Bowie,  Sprigg, 
McCubbin,  Spencer,  George,  Wright,  Shrifer, 
Biser,  McHenry,  Maeraw,  Presstman,  Ware, 
Daris,  Anderson,  HolTyday,  Parke  and  Brown. 
—30. 

MgaHve — Messrs .  Ricaud ,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
Mitchell,  Dalrymple.  Brent  of  Charles,  Bell, 
Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
Colston,  John  Dennis.  Dsshiell,  Williams,  Hicka, 
Hodson,  Ecclestoii,  Phelps,  Miller,  Bowliog, 
Dirickson,  McMaster,  IJeam,  Fooki,  Jacobs, 
Thomas,  Gaither,  Annan,  Stephenson,  Nelson, 
Carter,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn, 
Stewart  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent  of  Biiltimore 
city,  Schley,  Fiery,  Ncill,  John  Newcomer,  Har- 
bine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Brewer,  Waters, 
Weber,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Shower  and  Cook- 
ey— 49. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Phelps  now  withdrew  his  substitute,  and 
moved  to  amend  the  said  second  section  by  fitt- 
ing the  blank  in  the  second  line,  with  the  wofds 
"two  years." 

Some  further  conversation  followed  on  4  point 
of  order,  in  which  Messrs.  Presstmav,  Har- 
BINE  and  Phelps  took  part. 

Mr.  Phelps  demanded  the  previous  question 
on  bis  amendment. 

There  was  a  second;  and 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Hicks  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment; 

Which  were  ordered,  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

•^rmo/tve— Mesfrs.  Ricaud,  Chambers  of 
Kent,  Mitchell,  Dorsey,  Dalrymple,  Brent  of 
Charles,  Bell,  Ridgely,  XJoyd,  Dickinson,  Sher- 
wood of  Talbot,  Colston,  John  Dennia,  DashieU, 
Williams,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Eccleston,  Phelps, 
Bowling,  Spencer,  Dirickson,  McMaster,  Heam, 
Fooks,  Jacobs,  Thomas,  Gaither,  Annan,  Ste- 
phenson, Nelson,  Carter,  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
Hardcastle,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  Schley, 
Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael 
Newcomer,  Davis,Brewer,  Waters,  Weber,  Hol- 
lyday,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith  and  Cockey— 49. 

Negative — Messrs.  Tuck,  President,  pro  Icm., 
Morgan,  Donaldson,  Wells,  Randall,  Kent,  Sell- 
man,  Merrick,  Buchanan,  Welch,  Constable, 
Chambers  of  Cecil,.  Bowie,  Sprigg,  MoCubbin, 
Wright,  Shriver,  Biser,  MoHeniy,  Magraw, 
Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman, 
Ware,  Anderson,  Parke,  Shower  and Brown~S6. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Wells  ofierod  the  following  amendment, 
to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  section: 

**Whenever  the  legislature  may  hereafter  de- 
termine to  substitute  biennial  for  annual  sessions; 
and  in  the  meantime,  and  until  then,  said  sessions 
shall  be  annual,  and  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Delegates  shall  be  elected  annually." 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Rent,  demanded  the  previ- 
ous question  on  the  amendment. 
There  was  a  aaoond. 
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The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  taken. 
Mr.  HiCKi  asked  the  jeas  and  najs; 
Which  were  ordered;  and 
Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

.Affirmative — Messrs.  Tuck,  President,  pro  tern., 
Morgan,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall, 
Kent,  Sellman,  Merrick,  Buchanan,  Welch, 
Constable,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Spencer, 
Georffe,  Wright,  Shriver,  Biser,  Magraw,  Brent 
of  Baltimore  city.  Ware,  Anderson,  Parke,  Show- 
er and  Brown— 26. 

Jif^aHve — Messrs.  Ricaud,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
Mitchell,  Dalrymple,  Brent  of  Charles,  Bell, 
Ridgely,  Lloyd.  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
Colston,  John  Dennis,  DashieU, Williams,  Hicks, 
Hodson,  Eccleston,  Phelps,  Miller,  Bowling,  Dir- 
ickson,  McMaster,  Hearn,  Fooks,  Jacobs,  Thom- 
as, Gaither,  Annan,  Stephenson,  Nelson,  Carter, 
Stewart  of  Caroline,  Hairdoastle,  Gwinn,  Stew- 
art of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman,  Schley,  Fiery, 
Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  New- 
comer, Davis,  Brewer,  Waters,  Weber,  Holly- 
day,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith  and  Cockey— 50. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McHsNaT  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Amend  said  second  section,  by  strikine  out  all 
from  the  word  ^'delegates,'*  in  the  second  line  to 
the  end  thereof,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following: 

"For  the  term  of  one  or  twa  years  from  the 
day  of  the  general  election,  as  the  people  may, 
by  separate  vote  determine  at  the  first  of  such 
general  elections." 

Mr.  McH.  said,  he  had  seen  great  evidence  of 
a  change  in  the  public  mind,  not  only  in  his  own 
county,  but  in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Mr.  McH.  demanded  the  previous  question  on 
the  amendment. 

There  was  a  second,  and 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and 

Bein^  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

^AffirmaHve — Messrs.  Tuck,  President,  ^o<«m., 
Morgan,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall, 
Kent,  Sellman,  Buchanan,  Welch,  Chambers  of 
Cecil,  Miller,  Bowie,  Spri^,  George,  Shriver, 
Biser,  McHenry,  Magraw,  Stewart  of  Caroline. 
Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman, 
Ware,  Davis,  Anderson,  Shower  and  Brown — 
38. 

Mga<io<— Messrs.  Ricaud,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
Mitchell.  Dalrymple,  Brent  of  Charles,  Bell. 
Ridgely,  Lloyd.  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
Colston,  John  Dennis,  Dashiell,  Williams.Hicks, 
Hodson,  Eccleston,  Phelps,  Bowling,  Spencer, 
Wright,  Dirickson,  McMaster,  Hearn,  Jacobs, 
Thomas,  Gaither,  Annan,  Stephenson,  Nelson, 
Carter,  Hardcastle,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city, 
Scbley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine, 
Michael  Newcomer,  Brewer,  Waters,  Weber, 


Hollyday,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Parke  and  Cock^ 
—46. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Spencer  moved  the  following  ameod- 
ment: 

**But  the  legislature  shall  have  the  right  to 
provide  by  law,  for  annual  sessions.*' 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  Convention  ad- 
journ, but  was  waived  to  enable 

Mr.  Thomas  to  give  notice  that  he  shouldy  to- 
morrow, move  to  amend  the  twenty-first  nde  of 
the  Convention,  by  striking  therefrom  the  words 
**voting  with  the  majority.*' 

And  the  ConvenUon  adjourned,  until  Uhbqt- 
row  morning,  1 1  o'clock. 


Remarks  of  Mr.  Merrick,  (reviud)  Jtfofuley,  FA, 
10,  in  relation  to  taxing  property  beyond  the  Um- 
Usofthe  StaU, 

Mr.  MEaaicK  thought  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
the  section  as  it  sto(^  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  said  there  were  some  descriptioDsef 
property  beyond  the  limits  of  Maryland  and  own- 
ed by  some  of  her  citizens,  which  our  revenue 
laws  could  not  reach,  and  any  attempt  to  las 
which  would  be  ridculous,  yet  there  were  other 
kinds  of  property,  particularly  public  stodn  of 
other  States  and  counties,  equally  beyond  oar 
limits,  which,  if  owned  by  resident  citizens  of 
Maryland,  we  could  and  did  make  subject  to  our 
revenue  laws  with  advantage  to  our  Treaamy, 
as  well  as  to  the  benefit  of  the  value  of  oar  own 
State  stocks.  The  effect  of  this  clause  as  H  stood 
would  be  to  leave  to  the  Legislature  full  dinre- 
tionary  power  over  the  subject,  they  would  ex- 
ercise that  discretion  wiselv  and  with  due  refer- 
ence to  the  circumstances  which  may  exist  at  the 
time  they  may  be  called  upon  to  act — and  it  is 
certainly  not  to  be  inferred  because  the  Leriala- 
ture  have  full  power  over  this  subject,  and  liave 
to  choose  between  a  wise  policy  and  a  foolish  at- 
tempt to  reach  property  which  cannot  be  reach- 
ed— that  they  will  do  the  foolish  thing,  as  some 
of  the  arguments  seem  to  imply.  I  Uiink  venr 
differently  of  our  State  Legislatures.  By  engrav- 
ing upon  the  section  the  amendment  proposed, 
you  tie  up  the  Legislature,  and  deprive  them  of 
the  power  to  do  that  which  may  be  wise,  proper, 
and  salutary,  because  you  fear  thej  might  at- 
tempt that  which  is  ridiculous.  I  have  heard  of 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  some  citizens  of  this 
State  to  evade  the  payment  of  their  fair  propor- 
tion of  the  taxes  necessary  for  public  purposes— 
by  selling  their  Maryland  State  stocks  which  are 
subjected  by  our  laws  to  taxation,  and  purcbae- 
ing  and  holding  in  its  place  the  stocks  of  other 
States;  this  attempt  seems  to  be  improper,  and 
one,  the  success  of  which  should  be  prevented  by 
subjecting  such  foreign  stocks  to  taxation  equal- 
ly with  our  own — but  make  the  amendment  now 
proposed,  and  you  take  away  from  the  Legisla- 
ture  the  power  to  do  this.  He  should,  for  these 
reasons.vote  against  this  and  similar  amendments, 
and  for  the  section  as  it  now  stands. 
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FRIDAY,  February  14, 1851. 

rb«  ConTeotJon  met  at  elefen  o^dock. 
Prayer  was  made  by  tbe  Re?.  Mr.  GaAurr. 
rhe  Roll  was  called,  but  do  quorum  was  pre- 

it. 

Ifr.  JoBW  Newcomkr  moTed  that  there  be  a 

I  <^  the  ConTentlOD — which  was  ordered. 

And  the  roll  of  the  members  having  been  again 

lied— and  a  guorum  beine  present, 

Dd  motion  or  Mr.  John  Newcomer,  all  further 

Meedings  on  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

rb«  Journal  of  yesterday  was  then  read  and 

proTed. 

rbe  PaatiDEVT,  pro  tetn.i  laid  before  the  Con- 

Btioo  a  communication  from  the  clerk  of  Kent 

intj  court,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 

OTCDtioD  of  the  15th  of  Norember,  which  was 

id,  and,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  RicAUD,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 

e  Judiciary. 

MOTIONS  TO  aE-CONtlDBa. 

Tbere  being  no  morning  business  before  the 

iDTeDtkm, 

BAr.  Thomas  called  up  the  motion,  of  which  he 

id  jesterday  given  notice,  so  to  amend  the 

r6Dtj-ftrst  rule  of  the  Convention  as  to  provide 

at  motioiis  to  re-consider  might  be  made  by  any 

Bmber  of  the  Convention,  and  not,  as  at  present 

orided,  by  members  alone  who  had  voted  with 

e  majority. 

The  amendment  havinebeen  read. 

Ad  espknaUon  of  its  ooject  was  made  by  Mr. 


The  propoaition  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Dorset, 
id  suataioed  by  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Thomas. 
Alter  which  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
BMidmeiit,  by  ayes  38,  noes  20,  wrs  agreed  to. 

TBB  legislative  DEPARTMENT. 

The  PmBSioBirr,  pro  («m.,  announced  the  special 
)rder  of  the  day,  bemg  the  report  heretofore  made 
Hj  Mr.  J0BM8OV,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Legialethre  Department. 

BIENNIAL  SESSIONS. 


Tbe  section  under  consideration  at  the  hour  of 
ad)0QmmeDt  yesterday,  was  the  second  section 
ofthe  report  as  amended. 

And  the  question  immediately  pending  was  on 
the  amendmeDt  proposed  by  Mr.  Spencer,  to  add 
at  tbe  end  of  the  said  second  section  the  foUow- 

'^• 

"But  the  Lesislature  shall  have  the  right  to 
provide  by  law  for  annual  sessions." 

Upon  this  question  Mr.  SpENcaa  was  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Howard  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
lection  and  ofthe  amendment — which  were  read. 

Blr.  SpENCEa  said  his  object  in  moving  an 
adjournment  on  the  day  previous,  was  to  give 
time  to  consider  the  amendment  which  he  had 


He  was  m  favor  of  biennial  leaions,  beetuae 
the  people  of  the  State  bad  so  determined,  and 
we  bad  no  evidence  that  a  change  in  public  sen- 
timent had  taken  place. 

He  was  of  opinion,  that  for  a  few  years,  there 
would  exist  a  necessity  for  aonualjjsessions.    If 
the  Constitution,  which  we  are  now  modeling, 
shall  be  accepted  by  the  people,  then  it  will  ne- 
cessarily follow,  that  we  shall  require  the  best 
wisdom  of  the  State  to  legislate  on  the  subject, 
and  frequent  sessions  of  the  Legislature  for  a  few 
years.    The  Constitution  will  embrace  principles; 
the  Legislature  which  is  to  follow,  must  carry 
out  the  details.    Under  such  circumstances,  he 
was  in  favor  of  leaving  a  discretion  over  the  sub- 
ject in  the  Legislature.    Hence,  it  was,  that  on 
vesterdaj  he  advocated,  for  the  present,  annual, 
leaving  it  to  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  bien- 
nial sessions.    He  thought  that  this  discretion 
might  be  safely  reposed  in  the  Legislature,  the 
peculiar  tribunal  of  the  people.    If  we  provide 
m  the  Constitution  for  biennial  sessions  only,  and 
eave  no  discretion  over  it  any  where,  then  the 
people  of  the  State  might  be  put  to  great  incon- 
venience, growing  out  of  the  operations  of  the 
new  government ;  to  remedv  this,  he  offered  his 
amemlment  to  provide  for  biennial  sessions,  but 
as  the  Convention  indicated,  by  its  vote,  a  prefer- 
ence for  biennial  sessions,  be  had  offered  the  one 
now  under  consideration      He  offered  it  under 
the  most  solemn  conviction,  that  it  would  prove 
a  shield  of  defence  in  case  of  an  emergency,  when 
delay  in  legisUtion  would  be  attended  with  great 
public  inconvenience.    If  it  is  opposed,  it  can 
only  be  because  we  are  afraid  to  trust  the  repre- 
sentatives ofthe  people.    We  shall  abrid^'tneir 
power,  so  as  to  pre? ent  them  from  altering  the 
Constitution,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  the  people 
will  exercise  the  power,  for  some  years  to  come. 
In  the  meantime,  great  exigencies  may    arise 
which  may  require  prompt  legislation.    Some 
discretion  must  be  reposed  in  tbe  Legislature,  on 
a  Question  so  important. 

It  is  said  that  it  will  be  used  as  a  political  hob- 
by. There  need  be  no  such  fear.  There  is 
much  better  ground  to  apprehend  that  the  Legis- 
lature will  be  afraid  to  provide  for  annual  ses- 
sions even  in  case  of  a  necessity,  than  they  would 
recklessly  resort  to  them.  Men  are  more  apt  to 
support  popular  than  unpopular  measures. 

Mr.  Randall  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  to  add  to  his  amend- 
ment, the  words  "and  shall  have  the  power  to 
chang'e  the  times  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.'* 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  was  his  intention  to  vote  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne,  though  he,(Mr.  R.,)should  prefer  it 
with  the  addition  be  had  sugeested.  He  should 
vote  for  it,  because  he  thought  that  neither  an- 
nual nor  biennial  meetings  of  the  Legislature, 
ought  to  be  a  matter  of  permanent  constitutional 
law.    He  thought  that  the  suggestion  made  yes- 


offered.  It  was  then  late  in  the  day,  after  three  I  terday,  that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  the 
o'ckwk,  and,  notwithstanding  he  considered  the  I  Constitution,  providing  exclusively  for  annual 
question  an  important  one,  he  was  unwilling  then  I  sessions,  might  be  productive  of  injurious  conse- 
to  detain  the  (SntCDtion  by  an  argument  on  thclquences.    Such,  also,  he,  (Mr.   R,)   believed 

'  would  be  tbe  case,  by  providing  in  tbe  Constitu- 
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tioD  exclusifely  for  biennial  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, because  it  would  require  a  change  of 
what  should  be  the  permanent  organic  law,  to 
suit  a  matter  of  mere  expediency. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  gentlemen  had 
referred  to  the  judgment  which  they  allege  had 
been  passed  bT  the  people,  in  favor  of  biennial 
sessions,  and  bad  stated  that  this  judgment  stood 
unrepealed,  and  should  be  obligatory  and  conclu- 
sive upon  our  action.  The  vole  by  the  people 
was  cast,  to  which  leference  had  1>een  made,  by 
about  fifty-five  thousand  voters,  but  an  aggre- 
gate vote  of  twenty  thousand  more  had  often  been 
given  by  the  people  of  this  State.  How  would  the 
twenty  thousand  men  who  did  not  vote,  have 
voted  on  this  subject— none  could  tell.  A  small 
portion  of  them  would  have  over-ruled  the  majo- 
rity of  four  thousand  six  hundred,  by  which  this 
judgment  had  been  eiven.  And  it  was  yet  to  be 
determined,  (he  spoke  as  to  a  matter  offiffiires,) 
whether  a  majority  oflhe  people  of  this  Statqwere, 
are,  or  ever  had  been  in  favor  of  biennial  tes- 
sions  of  the  Legislature.  We  had  as  much  right 
to  conclude,  that  the  twenty  thousand  citizens 
who  did  not  vote,  were  in  favor  of  annual  ses- 
sions, as  that  they  were  in  favor  of  a  change  to 
biennial  sessions.  If  the  twenty  thousand  were 
in  f^vor  of  a  change,  why  did  they  not  so  declare 
themselves?  They  did  not  vote,  we  may  con- 
clude, because  they  preferred  the  existing  law, 
providing  for  annual  sessions.  To  say  the  least, 
they  were  indifieront  about  it,  and  hence  a  majo- 
rity could  not  be  said  to  be  favorable  to  this 
change  to  biennial  sessions. 

Another  consideration  which  controled  the 
decision  of  many  voters  in  favor  of  biennial  ses- 
sions, and  which  had  an  important  bearing  in  neu- 
tralizing the  influence  of  many  who  would  oth- 
erwise have  opposed  it — the  embarrassing  con- 
dition of  the  finances  of  the  State,  at  the  time 
this  vote  was  cast  The  State  had  suspended 
payment  in  specie  or  its  equivalent.  vVe  all 
know  that  men  were  induced,  from  economy 
alone — in  order  to  aid  in  maintaining  the  faith  of 
the  State,  to  vote  for  biennial  sessions.  They 
determined  to  make  sacrifices  of  what  they  had 
hitherto  enjoyed,  in  order  to  obtain  means  to  be 
just.  That  necessity  had  now  passed  away — 
thanks  to  the  people  of  the  State — to  their  ster- 
ling honesty,  and  their  devotion  to  the  public 
plighted  faith.  He  was,  therefore,  yet  to  be  satis- 
fied that,  if  the  question  had  then  been  put  to  the 
people  as  an  isolated  question,  there  would  have 
been  a  majority  in  favor  of  biennial  sessions. 
Other  considerations  influenced  this  vote,  as  has 
been  stated  on  this  floor.  The  friends  and  op- 
ponents of  reform  by  Convention,  used  it  to  ad- 
vance their  peculiar  views,  and  voted  for  or 
against  biennial  sessions,  as  it  influenced  that  mea- 
sure. But,  be  that  as  it  might,  he  had  nothing 
more  to  say  on  the  subject,  but  to  add,  that  in  sup- 
porting the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
(^ueen  Anne,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  he,  (Mr.  R.,)  be- 
lieved he  was  doing  nothing  ineonsbtont  with 
any  expressed  wishes  of  the  people.  But  had  there 
not  been  an  expressed  declaration  of  the  people, 
opposed  to  biennial  sessions.'  Now  it  was  not 
until  that  famous  biennial  bill  had  been  passed, 


and  the  people  had  experienced  its  operation, 
that  they,  through  their  delegates,  csailed  this 
Convention.  That  measure  might  have  been  the 
very  last  grie? ance  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  their 
forbearance,  and  render  intoUerant  thingi  as  they 
were.  Certain  it  was,  that  up  to  that  time,  do 
such  vote  could  ever  have  been  obtained  in  (be 
Legislature,  to  call  a  Convention— immediately 
after  the  operation  of  that  darlmg  meaiore  oi 
biennial  sessions  was  known,  this  Convention  was 
called.  The  reformers  saw,  or  thought  tbej 
saw,  in  these  biennial  sessions,  no  hope  of  al- 
terations in  the  Constitution  by  th  eL^;islataR, 
and  that  a  Convention  alone  could  nSotd  them 
relief. 

If  the  question  to  be  decided  was,  whether  the 
Convention  should  insert  in  tlie  organic  law,  ass 
matter  of  permanent  provision,  a  claine  that 
there  should  be  biennial  sessions  of  the  Legiili- 
ture,  and  none  other — was  this  CoDvention  to 
deprive  the  Legislature,  and  through  the  Legis- 
lature, the  people,  of  the  right  to  have  annuil 
sessions,  be  the  exigencies  of  the  State  what  tb^ 
might;  and  that,  too,  when  in  this  verr  biO  it 
was  declared  that  the  Governor  should  have  thit 
power  ?  How  would  this  show  the  iucooaiituej 
of  those  gentleman,  who  were  heretofore  msia- 
taining  in  this  Convention,  popular  rights  with  w 
much  zeal  and  eloquence,  ii  they  now  refoied  to 
the  Legislature  the  exercise  of  thia  Dower,  tad 
gave  it  to  the  Governor?  Who  had  ttie  best  ejp- 
portunity  of  knowing  when,  and  what  1^P>1^ 
tion  was  required  ?  The  Governor  or  theLsp- 
lature  ?  Those  to  whom  the  ConstitatioD  mi 
confided  the  legislative  power,  or  he,  whose  pow- 
er that  Constitution  has  declared,  shall  beforsver 
separated  from  those  of  the  Legislature?  He  did 
not  think  it  could  be  asserted,  that  the  Govenor 
could  possibly  have  the  means  which  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  possessed,  of  knowing 
what  they  desired,  or  what  legislation  was  neces- 
sary or  proper  for  them,  or  at  which  time  it 
ought  to  be  enacted.  Let  the  power,  therefbn, 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  boss 
selected  to  discharge  that  duty,  who  were  htA 
able  to  judge  of  the  emergency  which  might  de- 
mand its  exercise.  It  did  not  follow,  as  a  nsi- 
ter  of  course,  that  we  were  to  have  annual  ses- 
sions. All  he  contended  for  was  that  thej  shoald 
not  be  prohibited  by  the  ConstitutioD. 

Let  the  times  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislatui«» 
whether  annual  or  biennial,  or  triennial,  be  d^ 
termined  by  the  legislature.  Thus  you  cxcludi 
this  vexed  question  from  being  a  boostitutiaa 
provision — you  prevent  alterations  in  tbeConti- 
tution,  merely  to  change  the  times  of  the  neatr 
ings  of  the  legislature  which  should  be  ooBlioisi 
by  Uie  temporary  demands  of  the  State. 

Another  view  of  this  subject.  The  OonveitiaB 
would,  he  believed,  endanger  the  adoptki  if 
this  Constitution,  by  permanently  fixing  aflwiil 
or  biennial  in  its  provisions.  Many  wouM  vote 
against  it,  because  their  opinion  on  this  soUsct 
was  opposed  by  its  provision;  whereas,  tasir 
votes  for  the  (Constitution  might  be  seeofsd,  if 
the  right  had  been  reserved  to  thenselrei 
through  the  legislature,  to  change  bienoisl  'wt» 
annual  sessions.    In  this  respect  the  ComtitiliiO  ; 


271 


would  be  realizing  that  idea  of  permanency, 
which  Chief  Justice  Marshall  said,  should  erer 
characterise  such  sacred  instruments. 

At  present,  the  finances  of  our  State  were 
steadilj  and  smoothly  moTiog  on  to  their  consum- 
mation— ^the  liquidation  of  the  public  debt  long 
within  the  period  contemplated,  when  that  debt 
was  contract^.  We  enjoy  a  clear  sky  and  a 
■tormlesa  sea;  but  the  asoect  of  thini^  might 
change.  Emergencies  migiit  arise,  requiring  the 
legiaUture  to  meet  annually — war  might  be  de- 
clared— a  suspension  of  specie  payments  might 
take  place.  Hafing  yet  a  debt  of  sixteen  roil- 
lioos  of  dollars — the  interest  of  which,  had  to  be 
annually  prorided  for,  in  this  state  of  prosperi- 
ty— bow  mudi  more  arduous  would  be  the  duty 
and  more  frequent  the  sessions  of  the  legislature 
in  any  sach  disastrous  erent.  Some  sudden 
blight  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  State,  such  as  a 
failure  of  erom,  or  other  signal  calamity,  might 
fall  upon  Uie  State  which  might  imperatively  re- 
qnire  action  upon  tlie  part  of  the  legislature. 

It  was  true,  that,  at  present,  wo  were  paTing 
off  our  public  debt,  and  securing  it  by  the  sinking 
finid,  even  in  anticipation  of  the  terms  of  our 
contract,  and  by  larger  reductions  than  the  exi- 
geneiea  of  iti  present  condition  required. 

He  did  not  mean  to  intimate,  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things,  he  would  cliange  one  or  the 
E'  ions  by  which  this  early  blessing  to  our 
of  freedom  from  debt,  was  being  consum- 
.  He  hoped  they  all  would  be  continued 
hi  their  united  influence,  to  brini?  about  this  glo- 
rious result. 

But  might  not  the  emergency  in  any  year  arise 
which  would  demand  a  change  of  the  system, 
pirhapii  a  reduction  of  the  taxes,  and  vet  the 
laith  of  the  State    be   preserved — nay,  be  the 


of  preserving  it.  An  exigency  of  this  kind 
or  of  any  other  kind  might  occur,  demanding  a 
samon  of  the  legislature,  when  it  was  inhibi'tcd 
bj  Uiis  clause  in  the  Constitution,  and  where  was 
the  danger  or  the  difficulty  which  could  be  ap- 
prehended The  legisiature,  the  immediate  rep- 
reaeotatires  of  the  pcople,wcre  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject— they  best  knew  the  wishes  of  the  people, 
their  wants  and  their  views,  and  had  the  strong- 
est motives  of  duty  and  interest,  to  execute 
them.  Yoo  now  confide  that  very  power  to  the 
executive. 

For  one,  he  would  never  consent  that  the  Gov- 
ernor exclusively  ought  or  should  exercise  the 
power  of  calling  the  legislature  together. 

He  was  oppMed  to  uiis  mode  of  altering  the 
Constitution  by  the  legislature.  He  hoped  there 
would  be  DO  such  power  given.  He  was  opposed  to 
gtviug  the  power  to  the  legislature,  of  constantly 
tinkering  with  the  Constitution.  It  has  produced 
this  piece  of  patcb-worfc,to  which  gentlemen  have 
refened.  He  preferred  the  Constitution  should 
be  altered  at  stated  periods,  by  a  Convention  to 
be  called  in  pursuance  of  a  provision  to  be  made 
in  the  Constitution,  when  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
■le  io  expressed   their  determination  by  their 

This,  he  thought,  should  be  the  only  means  of 
it    As  matten  now  stood,  nearly  one 


dunging  ii 
half  of  the 


half  of  the  time  of  the  legislature  was  spent  in 


discussing  propositions  for  changes  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  other  half  in  tlie  consideration 
of  local  laws.  The  result  was,  that  these  gen- 
eral laws  of  the  State,  which  the  liberties,  inter- 
ests and  property  of  the  people  demanded,  have 
been  almost  invariably  overlooked,  overshadowed 
and  disregarded,  to  make  way  for  petty  acts  of 
incorporation,  and  mere  unimportant  local  laws. 
No  stronger  evidence  of  this  truth  was  needed 
than  Uie  fact  that,  of  the  whole  number  of  laws, 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  tho^  legislature,  (and 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  Mr.  Cham- 
bers, had  alluded,)  about  ten  only  were  designed 
for  the  promotion  of  the  general  interests  of  the 
State.  Last  session,  a  new  assessment  law, 
which  would  have  no  doubt,  from  the  increased 
wealth  of  the  State,  greatly  enlarged  the  property 
to  be  taxed — bringing,  in  ail  probability,  a 
large  additional  revenue  into  the  Treasury,  was 
laid  over  for  want  of  time.  Maryland  was 
behind  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union  in  her 
general  legislation.  The  demand  for  a  codifica- 
tion of  our  laws,  is  universal  in  this  State,  and 
yet  it  cannot  be  done.  This  general  and  impor- 
tant interest  of  the  people  at  large,  had  been 
overlooked — whilst  local  matters  and  popular 
harangues,  about  alterations  in  the  Constitution, 
by  changing  the  times  of  their  meeting,  and 
whether  the  sessions  of  the  legislature  should  be 
annual  or  biennial,  occupied  the  time  of  Uie  leg- 
islature. In  this  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  he,  [Mr.  R.,] 
saw  a  prospect  of  diminishing  the  subjects  of 
Constitutional  discussion  and  amendment.  Make 
no  prov'ision  permanently  in  it  at  all,  prescribing 
at  what  time,  or  how  often  the  legislature  should 
convene;  leave  that  to  the  legislature  itself,  and 
place  it  within  the  control  of  the  people,  who 
can  so  change  it  from  time  to  time,  as  suits  their 
wants  and  wishes,  and  the  exigencies  of  the 
State. 

Another  view  of  this  matter,  as  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Dorchester,  (Mr.  Hicks.) 
We  should  take  care  not  to  create  a  prejudice 
against  this  new  Constitution.  That  gentleman 
had  urged  this  view,  as  a  reason  why  we  should 
not,  by  the  Constitution,  make  the  sessions  an- 
nual, after  the  vote  of  the  people  favorable  to 
biennial  sessions.  This  view  is  capable  of  an- 
other application.  Do  not  cause  those  who  favor 
annual  sessions,  to  be  able  to  make  that  objection 
to  this  Constitution.  Nearly  one-half  of  all  who 
voted  voted  to  retain  annual  sessions.  Do  you 
not  run  the  risk  of  having  this  vote  cast  against 
a  Constitution,  having  in  it  a  provision  for  bien- 
nial sessions  alone  ? 

I  believe  (concluded  Mr.  II.)  that  if  you  place 
in  the  Constitution  a  provision  making  the  sessions 
of  the  Legislature  biennial,  but  at  the  same  time 
leaving  it  to  the  people  themselves  to  make  them 
annual,  if  tliev  should  think  proper  to  do  so,  you 
remove  all  objections  on  both  sides,  and  to  that 
extent  increase  the  chances  of  the  final  ratfica- 
tion  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DimicxsoNStid: 

Regarded  m  any  light,  the  principle  of  the 
tmeodment  of  the  gentleman  from  C^rche^tcr, 
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{Mr.  Pbelp8»)  was  one  of  no  slight  or  trifling 
importance.  Endorsed  by  the  most  solemn  and 
unequivocal  sanction  of  the  whole  people  of  Ma- 
ryland, it  commended  itself  with  weight  and  seri- 
ousness to  the  earnest  and  deep  consideration 
of  every  member  of  the  Convention.  Quite  con- 
tent himself,  in  listening  to  the  remarks  of  others, 
he,  (Mr.  D.,)  would  have  gladly  obeyed  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  feelings  and  inchnations — by 
giving  his  vote  cheerfully  and  without  the  utter- 
ance of  a  single  word,  m  accordance  with  the 
commands  of  that  sovereign  will,  so  clearly,  and 
so  plainly  manifested.  But  the  debate  which  had 
arisen  since  the  agitation  of  this  subject  had 
been  singular  in  many  respects— expressions  had 
fallen,  and  arguments  deauced  so  novel  and  sur- 
prising in  their  character,  as  to  require  that  an 
answer  should  be  at  once,  directly,  and  promptly 
given.  He  should  shrink  from  no  duty  attached 
to  his  position  as  a  representative  to  whom  a 
portion  of  the  community  had  confided  their  in- 
terests. And  however  reluctant  at  all  times  to 
assail  the  opinions  and  doctrines  of  others,  he 
should  never,  for  a  moment,hesitate  to  speak  fear- 
lessly, whenever  in  his  judgment  their  interests 
seemed  to  demand  it.  Like  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Frederick, (Mr.  Thomas,)  whose 
eloquence  was  heard  with  so  much  pleasure — he 
had  long  looked  upon  the  biennial  policy  as  part 
and  parcel  of  the  great  fundamental  law  of  the 
land.  As  having  ^en  directly  inserted  and  pla- 
ced amid  its  provisions  by  the  irresistable  fiat 
and  authority  of  the  very  source  of  all  power  it- 
self. Sir,  this  is  not  the  first  time  the  cfiscussion 
of  this  subject  had  been  agitated  within  these 
halls  or  disturbed  the  popular  mind.  Every  one 
was  as  familiar  with  its  object,  design,  and  ten- 
dency as  with  any  political  event  of  the  past  or 
present  day.  Years  ago  its  policy  was  tried  by 
the  fiery  ordeal  of  public  sentiment.  It  was  alike 
the  theme  of  the  liustings  and  the  argument  that 
filled  the  columns  of  every  newspaper  in  the  land. 
And  eventually  it  sprang  into  full  vitality  and 
being,  consecrated  by  the  direct  and  distinct  sanc- 
tion of  the  popular  vote.  All  here  knew  and 
well-remembered  the  peculiar  history  of  the 
measure.  It  was  useless  to  trace  it  distinctly 
through  all  its  course,  or  in  its  every  progressive 
step.  Abundant  precaution  had  been  taken  to 
prevent  the  slightest  degree  of  surprise.  There 
was  no  unwise  hurry,  no  unsafe  dispatch.  Full 
time  was  given  for  the  exercise  of  the  most  seri- 
ous and  calm  reflection,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
ablest  and  soundest  discretion.  And  the  result 
was  a  manifestation,  so  triumphant  and  over- 
whelming, that  no  one  for  a  moment  could  be 
mistaken  in  its  character.  Judgment,  final  and 
conclusive,  clear  and  explicit,  had  been  prompt- 
ly rendered  by  the  only  majesty  recognized  and 
revered  by  freemen.  And  all  had  bowed  defer- 
entially and  willingly  to  such  mandate.  The  Le- 
gislature that  succeeded  the  ratification  by  the 
people,  at  once  engrafted  the  provision  as  part  of 
the  organic  law,  and  the  record  of  the  tiroes  will 
show  how  slight  and  feeble  was  the  resistance 
then  made  to  that  <^ voice"  which  our  noble  old 
Commonwealth  had  echoed  from  every  Quarter. 
Under  such  circumstances  and  with  such  mstoric 


recollections  fresh  upon  his  memory,  he  bad  wit- 
nessed the  undisguised  hostility  exhibited  by  very 
many  upon  this  floor  against  this  greet  measore 
of  economy  and  reform,  with  a  feeliDg  of  wonder 
and  amazement.    <*  Twas  strange,  'twas  passiiig 
strange,*^  to  see  how  speedily  and  completely 
tune,  with  its  despoiling  touch,  had  wiped  away 
every  impression  and  vestage  of  the  reeeet  past, 
though  it  had  been  made  even  by  the  soveie^n 
hand.    Twas  wonderful  that  those  who  profMssd 
to  drink  »«par  excellence"  from  the  rery  foontor 
Democracy — who  worshiped  at  do  other  politicaJ 
shrine,  and  bowed  to  no  other  political  God— 
^ould  have  so  soon  not  only  scoffed  at  the  nsn- 
dates,  but  absolutely  by  their  speecbei  reboked 
the  very  wisdom  of  the  people.     Demociaey  did 
indeed  assume  strange  guises,  and  well  midiC  the 
delusive  resemblance  be  at  times loiitakcaur  the 
pure  reality. 

No  one  could  be  suprised  at  the  coune  wbicli 
had  been  taken  by  the  whole  distinguiflhed  dsle- 
gation  from  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel ;  leecf  • 
nising,  as  they  doubtless  did,  the  sacred  lekgos 
that  existed  between  constituent  and  repceieols- 
tive,  they  had  faithfully  and  honestly  tnadswri 
forth  the  trust  and  sentiment  that  was  cntwited 
to  their  keeping.  Nor  was  he  in  the  least  dsfree 
disposed  to  find  fault  with  the  kind  and  lioipita- 
ble  community  around  him.  They  were,  after 
all,  like  the  rest  of  us,  but  human  btiapt  en- 
dowed with  the  virtues  and  the  frailties  thtt  be- 
long to  our  common  nature ;  and  all  htstoiy  bsd 
shown,  that  the  wisest  judgments  had  bssB  dis- 
colored and  perverted  by  the  **  cunning  of  Ista- 
est,'*  even  when  guarded  by  the  moat  ezallsd  n* 
tegrity.  No  doubt,  their  convictions  of  proprie- 
ty sprang  from  the  most  conscious  exereiie  of  sll 
their  reasoning  faculties,  and  surely  the  views  of 
no  section  of  the  State  were  more  legitioatelj 
entitled  to  be  heard  with  deference,  witbis  the 
walls  of  the  capitol.  But  other  gentlemeo  bsd 
opposed  the  amendment  already  alluded  to,  wImhs 
views  did  not  seem  to  be  in  harmony  with  tin 
constituency  they  represented,  at  least  so  frr  if 
the  returns  of  the  vote  given  upon  that  inbjeet 
might  indicate.  Familiar  with  that  people  trm 
whose  bosom  they  had  come,  it  might  be  thst 
they  justified  themselves  by  the  belief  that  t 
change,  great  and  radical,  had  been  efteted— 
that  they  were  even  now  anxious  to  revene  tke 
judgment  which  they  had  so  recently  given  ww 
such  general  and  singular  unanimity;  and  thoaib 
it  had  already  been  announced  from  a  higb  ^'^ 
that  every  thing  was  in  a  state  of  mutataoa  ssd 
revolution — that  change  was  written  upon  tin 
whole  moral  and  physical  world — until  *<^>*^''J'J 
substantial  evidence  than  mere  conjecture  bsn 
been  given,  he  should  be  unwilling  to  bsfien 
that  the  people,  like  bubbles  upon  the  water, 
were  liable  to  be  blown  hither  and  thither  by 
every  passing  whim  and  momentarr  caprice.  Ms* 
tions  and  communities,  like  individaals,  BUght  ^ 
fickle  in  their  moods  and  wayward  in  their  ouui«i 
but  they  seldom  departed  from  that  line  of  policy 
which  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  matwest  le- 
flections,  and  in  the  propriety  of  which  thef 
judgments  and  their  interests  alike  ooneoned. 
we  are  told,  however,  that  apart  fiom  these  con- 
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■itetlioiitt  and  tovenog  tmUj  aboTe  them  in 
imporUuiMv  un  other  arsumeots  and  reasons 
thai  pbce  the  policy  DOW  under  discuvion  upon 
T9ty  difareot  groaDdst  u>d  render  annual  sessions 
of  Um  Legislature  ao  absolute  essential  to  the  per- 
ftelioQ  SUM  harmony  of  the  aew  system  under 
which  wa  are  sooo  to  begin  our  onward  progress 
Wkh  Boeh  apparent  earnestness,  we  bad  been 
nfaitud  to  our  present  finanoial  condition  and  to 
tha  ifflOMiiaa  leTeoues  that  were  yearly  collected 
diriMTsad  through  the  Tarious  offices  of  the 
mMMOt,  and  with  great  force  and  ability  it 
annad,  that  at  least  one  careful  rerision  was 
aoMialW  required,  both  to  keep  the  whole  com- 
pKaatadayitem  working  in  perfect  harmony  and 
to  laevra  atriot  fidelity  in  the  discbarge  of  every 
duty,  to  tha  State.  Sir,  it  was  indeed  a  fact, 
that  the  eloaeet  figilance  and  the  most  rigid  scru- 
tiay  ihould  be  exereised  oTer  all  who  had  our 
iwuioe  in  charge.  The  great  arteries  of  inter- 
aal  iaprof  aaiant  were  just  beginning  to  derelop 
thaaaalfaa  and  immense  as  was  the  sum  that  al- 
mdj  flawed  waekly,  monthly  and  yearly  into 
the  poblie  eoffera.  No  one  could  safely  predict 
tha  aateat  and  magpiitude  of  our  resources  wben 
aeee  Ihoae  mighty  commercial  highways  were  in 
fldl  vigor  aod  action.  The  day,  perhaps,  was  not 
fiitani*  whao,  under  wise  legislation,  the  patient 
tex-Mw  might  reap  the  full  hanrest  of  past  toil- 
hy*  The  question,  nowever,  that  now  presented 
malf  was  not  as  to  the  amount  or  future  dispo- 
'  ~  of  the  fioances,  but  as  to  the  best  and  most 
oaioal  method  of  guarding  them  against  dis- 
teppropriation  and  improTidentsqoandering. 
0iiely  Mr  such  a  purpose  it  was  not  essential  to 
aMniMla  together  tHe  whole  legislative  body  of 
the  State  at  aa  expense  enormous  and  extravagant, 
vhaa  compared  with  the  himdred  simpler  meth- 
edii  that  might  be  easily  deviaed,  better  effecting 
the  same  purpose  and  with  leas  than  a  hundredth 
pait  of  the  expenditure. 

As  had  heeo  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Fradariak,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  a  committee,  (and  a 
lagiilitnre  only  acted  after  all  through  acommit- 
i)  night  be  provided  by  law,  whose  duty  it 
Id  he  to  make  the  annual  investigation  at  the 
of  that  alternate  fiscal  year,  when  the  Gen- 
eral Amembly  was  not  in  session,  if  this  mode 
WM  not  acceptable,  and  it  was  merely  suggested 
aa  an  eiample,  there  was  not  a  gentleman  pre- 
aaat  who  eoold  not  originate  a  scheme  that  would 
ipliih  all  the  purposes  desired,  and  in  a 
9T  much  more  likely  to  secure  full  integrity 
all  the  officers,  and  full  justice  to  the  State, 
that  general  supervision,  which  from  the 
letT  nature  and  composition  of  Legislatures, 
eoold  only  he  formally  and  carelessly  effected.  It 
hod  been  well  and  wisely  said,  that  the  cheapest 
pottoy  was  not  always  the  most  economical;  but 
aonly  a  measure,  commended  both  by  reason 
md  eoonomy,  couM  not  fail  to  address  itself  with 
ennrineing  power,  to  the  judgment  and  prudence 
of  oU.  iStrevagance  was  the  mother  of  corrup- 
liaii,  and  the  warning  pu^e  of  history  had  shown 
Ibatoormptionwas  the  poisonous  bane  that  had 
worked  out  the  downfal  of  the  strongest  govem- 
■Oifi  of  the  earth.  fSuch  solemn  teachinp  of 
Ibo  past,  eoold  notand  would  not  be  without  its  le- 
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gitimate  influence  upon  this  bodv,and  he  entertain- 
ed the  hope  that  the  most  wholefome  and  proper 
economy  would  be  every  where  applied.  Not 
relying,  however,  entirelv  upon  the  argument  to 
which  he  had  just  replied,  the  friends  of  annual 
sessions  urged  against  the  biennial  policy,  "the 
want  of  time^^  necesrary  to  the  consiaeratlon  and 
wise  formation  of  all  the  laws,  which  the  public 
and  private  interests  might  demand.  He  regard- 
ed this  as  the  most  unfortunate  and  untenable 
position,  which  could,  by  possibility,  be  assumed. 
Law-making  was  the  veriest,  crying  vice  of  the 
age,  and  throughout  the  whole  State,  there  was 
complaint,  univeml,  loud  and  deep,  against  the 
countless  statutes  with  which  our  books  are  al- 
ready filled.  The  familiar  maxim,  that  every  one 
is  presumed  to  know  the  law,  had,  in  point  of 
fact,  long  since  become  obsolete,  and  no  man  now 
dared  to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  simplest 
subject,  without  the  most  patient,  painful  and 
laborious  investigation.  Why  has  order  after 
order  been  submitted  to  our  consideration  asking 
for  a  codification  and  a  new  arrangement  of  the 
laws.  Because,  sir,  our  statutes  have  been  one 
mighty  mass  of  enactment,  and  repeal,  re-enact- 
ment and  re -repeal — supplement,  and  supplement 
upon  supplement,  until  the  very  brain  grows 
dizzy,  in  the  almost  vain  attempt  to  gather  from 
the  profound  medley  what  really  is  the  law.  We 
have  been  told  that  courts  and  jurists,  alike  had 
been  baffled  as  well  in  the  search  as  in  giving  a 
true  construction  to  the  mystic  line  when  once  dis- 
covered. 

Such  obscurity  could  only  have  resulted  from 
too  much  and  too  frequent  legislation.  Ere  an 
enactment  had  been  permitted  to  test  its  efficacy, 
it  was  ruthlessly  assailed,  and  it  might  be  by  a 
^'tinkering"  hand,  that  at  once  defisated  andde- 
stroyed  its  whole  original  design  and  object.  But 
beside  this  reply  to  the  argument  alleging  '*a 
want  of  time,"  it  was  well  known  that  a  very 
large  period  of  each  past  session  had  been  occu- 
pied and  consumed  in  the  passage  of  private  laws 
— in  the  consideration  and  granting  of  divorces, 
and  in  a  vast  deal  of  local  legislation,  which  so 
far  as  the  judgment  of  the  Convention  had  been 
shaddowed  forth,  was  designed  to  bo  removed 
entirely  from  this  hall,  ana  given  to  other  and 
more  appropriate  jurisdiction.  Under  such  an 
arrang;ement,  the  whole  **time^'  would  be  given 
exclusively  to  the  great  public  wants,  and  with 
but  little  industry  and  energy,  every  subject 
might  receive  that  calm  and  earnest  deliberation 
so  essential  to  wise  and  wholesome  provisions. 
Let  the  Legislature  hereafter  busr  itself,  as 
well  in  the  beginning  as  at  the  end  of  the  session. 
Let  it  proceed  earnestly  and  at  once,  in  the  labor 
before  it,  and  on  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion for  its  final  adjournment,  every  petition  will 
have  been  heard  and  every  real  want  been  grati- 
fied. He  was  unwilling  to  detain  the  Convention 
longer  with  the  refutation  of  an  argument  which 
seemed  unsustained  by  reason,  and  utterly  desti- 
tute of  every  principle  of  propriety.  But  it  had 
been  said,  by  the  zealous  opponents  of  the  mea- 
sure, he  was  now  advocating,  and  with  an  air 
triumphant,  that  it  was  anti-democratic  in  its 
tendency,  and  indirect  and  open  violation  of  the 
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spirit  and  leaching  of  thai  article,  in  our  bill  of 
rights,  which,  framed  in  the  days  of  leTenty-eix, 
and  lookinpf  eminently  to  the  "security  of  lilierty" 
and  "the  foundation  of  government,**  adfised,  in 
express  terms,  both  the  freedom  tind/remunevot 
elections.  No  one  could  be  more  anxious  than  him- 
self, to  infuse  into  every  department  of  the  go?- 
emment«  the  genuine  essence  of  pure  democracy 
and  perfect  equality.  No  one  recurred  to  the 
wisdom  of  our  revolutionary  fathers,  with  more 
unfeigned  reverence  4nd  entire  resnect.  fiat 
why,  sir,  should  so  much  stress  be  laid  upon  the 
term  frequent?  It  was  not  a  word  of  isolated, 
definite  and  precise  meaning;  but  relative  and 
comparative  in  its  character,  and  evidently  de- 
signed to  receive  such  liberal  and  rational  inter- 
pretation as  the  circumstances  and  neceisities  of 
t^e  times  seemed  to  demand.  It  was  inserted 
in  the  great  charter  of  our  rights,  as  a  wise  and 
noble  precept,  and  not  as  a  rigid  and  unbending 
rule,  which  despite  of  every  change,  was  to  tie 
all  future  generations  down  to  one  uncompro- 
mising line  of  action.  The  same  process  of  reason- 
ing that  proved  that  annual  sessions  were  nearer 
to  the  meaning  and  design  of  the  principle  taught 
bv  the  article,  than  the  biennial  policy, would  ap- 
ply with  equal  force,  to  the  adoption  of  semi-an- 
nual sessions;  and  the  argument  might  be  con- 
tinued until  it  became  apparent  to  every  one, 
that  the  attempt  to  give  to  the  term  "freauent,*', 
any  strict  meaning,  differing  from  that  which  the 
reason  of  the  times  justified,  was  utterly  and  per- 
fectly absurd. 

The  example  of  annual  sessions,  we  are  told, 
had  been  established  by  the  earliest  founders  of 
the  government.  But  what  was  their  situation? 
The  government  itself  was  in  a  sort  of  half  chry- 
salis state— just  emerging  from  the  colonial 
position.  The  havoc  of  war  was  desolating  the 
whole  country,  and  filling  it  with  alarm  and  ter- 
ror. Civil  discord  and  intestine  commetion  agi- 
tated every  section  within  our  borders ;  and  our 
very  liberties  themselves  were  struggling  for  that 
triumph,  which  was  only  secured atUr  long  years 
of  peril  and  strife.  Surely  if  ever  there  was  a 
time  when  the  wisdom,  and  virtue,  and  experi- 
ence of  the  land  should  be  frequently  assembled, 
it  was  in  that  dark  and  dangerous  hour.  Then, 
if  ever,  wise  counseling  were  demanded — then, 
in  short,  the  crisis  of  the  times  were  above  all 
other  considerations,  and  reason  and  propriety 
alike  dictated  the  construction  and  the  action 
taken  by  our  sires.  That  fearful  period  had  for- 
ever passed  away,  and  with  the  exception  of  Uie 
political  excitement,  common  to  our  form  of  gov- 
ernment, pur  good  old  State  was  now  movinr 
with  peace,  plenty,  and  power,  in  her  onware 
destiny.  With  the  change  of  events,  the  reasoot 
for  annual  sessions  had  vanished  away,  and  no 
one  could  entertain  a  doubt,  but  that  the  highest 
dictates  of  economy,  imperatively  called  for  the 
adoption  of  a  policy  warranted  ny  the  cireum- 
stances  of  the  times,  and  in  durect  accordanco 
with  the  popular  demand.  Gentlemen  had 
further  urged,  in  argument,  that  the  biennial  act 
had  been  proposed  at  a  time  peculiar  in  our  af- 
fairs, and  engrailed  amid  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  purely  at  a  measure  of  saTiog  and 


economy;  and  they  hid  then  pobted  wUh 
pride  to  the  welUnlled  oofieit  of  a  aarphis 
sury,  as  ftilly  justifjring  them  in  aeekiiig  to  ii 
to  that  policy  of  which  their  JudffmentSMNMVfii. 
It  was  indeed  a  glorious   truth,  that  MarjlMrf 
had  emerged  in  mil  splendor,  from  tbe  6bmmlt9 
that  once  threatened  to  cloud  her  fair  fioMs;  Mf 
now  possessed  of  an  untamisbed  eaeiiteheMi,  ska 
stood  with  noble  preeenee  amkl  the  aiatar  ioti^ 
reigns  around  her.    Under  the  goidaneo  of  a 
master-hand  and  courageous  heart,  a  nigbtr  nt* 
tem  of  revenue  had  bera  breathed  into  tou  ih 
and  action  ;  and  the  demon  of  repudiation  i»- 
buked  and  abashed,  was  made  to  shnkawnjfrMi 
our  domain  forever.    The  change  was  gMt  aai 
happy— one  worthy  of  imitation— one  wortiiY  cf 
all  remembrance.    But  even  in  the  lUU  lida  rf 
prosperty,  we  should  not  conceal  from  ouinlws 
the  stem  and  stubborn  fact,  that  a  pmtriotie  pit> 
pie  were  still  toiling  manfully  under  the  boraiai 
of  millions.    The  tax  collector  was  waoderiBgii 
every  section  of  the  land,  gathering  in  tlie  Mid 
earned  and  yet  cheerAiUy  paid  |^.  thnt  Ihi 
honor  or  our  State  might  remain  nnrallied  wlA* 
out  blemish  and  without  stain.    Not  a  fraction  of 
the  taxes  had  been  removed,  and  every  leatiiof 
economy  that   had  originated  the   meamre  d 
reform  and  relief,  still  remained  in  ftill  fonetfl 
vigor.    Aye,  the  Tery  gallantry  itaelf,  willi  wUek 
the  whole  communi^,  as  one  man,  bad  ooaelB 
the  rescue,  Aimished   additional  and  poweiftl 
motives  for  making  the  most  strenttoua  efiatlB 
lighten,  quickljr  and  effectually,  the  load  so  bcA^ 
borne.    He  wished  to  see  the  mighty  ineiiboi  • 
debt,  that  was  now   depreiaiug   and  weifjhiK 
down  the  energies  of  men,  mm  sf^eedily  m,  mk 
he  should  cheerfully,  eagerly  aid  ineverraadsli  • 
reforms  consistent  with  propriety,  whioh  wodi 
directly  or  remotely  assist  in  acooopUiliing  tkii 
|p:«at  and  paramount  result    With  nim,  leibm 
implied  economy  as  well  as  oonvenienee;  aii 
whatever  might  be  the  vote  he  was  ealied  npoa 
to  give,  he  should  never  depart  from  thai  priasi- 
pie. 

Of  the  amendment  which  had  Just  eiaanalrf 
from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  QueoiAaas^ 
(Mr.  Spencer,)  after  the  remarks  lie  had  9kmij 
had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  ConTention,  itm 
unnecessary  for  him  to  speak  or  notiee,  by  aay 
other  than  the  briefest  comment.    Its  olijeot  iH 
design,  as  expressed  dhreotly  upon  its  &M^  wn 
to  give  to  the  Legislature,  herMfter  to  be  aHsi^ 
bled}  "the  right  to  provide,  by  law,  for  anMl 
election  of  delegates  to  the  General  Aaaeaddft 
and  for  annual  sessions  of  the  Legialature,wlwi 
shall  not  continue  in  session  longer  tluin  i^ 
days."    It  appeared  only  to  differ  frona  elhir 
propositions,  oy  shifting  the  refpooaibilitr  hm 
ourselves  to  the  Legislature  that  might  IbUov. 
It  was  equally  at  war  with  the  direct  mandate  sf 
the  sovereign  power,  and  equally  liable  to  all  ths 
difficulties  and  objections  prevwusly  uifed.    We 
are,  or  should  be,  as  capable  of  making  the  daei- 
sion,  as  those  who  are  to  come  after  ua,  and 
should  not,  by  a  mere  change  of  the  tiiboaal, 
seek  to  avoid  the  judgment  which  we  had  bean 
emphatically  ordered  to  give.    Moeh  had  besn 
ma  in  this  discussion,  and  by  gentleoMMi  who  had 


MitkipiM  in  M  Unit,  of  tb«  embirruiBut 
&Mn  aMiuid  UMtMion  of  ttw  iMt  L^lttura 
ftoBttatAetarthiiTnT  btanni*!  poliej;  uid 
Vkabad  rWtUy  beud  ud  vndmUwd,  it  hmil 
ton  dMriy  iMimatod,  Utat  tb«  pnpodtioD  lo 
d  Um  nil  ortBMtnMMioa,  hid  been 


Bt*«W,irBMMblMT  tmedbv  nuiTof  ihst 
S^MOt  ud  dUi^ndHd  bod}. 
Mr.  Bum  nBukad  tlwt  b«  bali«Ted  Uw 


a  in  fMoc  of  Ihe  Mil  of  ml 


ineia)  «iiib>muin«fib 


le  tuddenlj  upon  im— war,  with  iti  hor- 
icaourllbartiea— pcatileuM  and  faninc 
iDTade  our  bmdan.and  iniametion  with  pxj  bead 
r  itMlf  in  our  nidiL  If  inch  a  time  iliould 
:r  come,  then  would  ttie  criiii  hara  arrirtd 
.  «lwntli«witdomandpttriotiainorihBlandsbould 
basunuMHMd  l«  tbete,  our  council  cbimben;tb«n 
I  mi^t  Oii*  powar  work  ibe  great  and  leptimata 
I  object  for  wlilob  it  wai  proparlj  and  wjaalj  da- 
signnd.  With  audi  Ttewi  and  acutiniantilM  could 
Mr.  Cbuhei,  of  Kent,  wai  undentood  to  ft  l«?d  hia  nnetion  to  the  amandmant  to  which 
iMlIn  wbrtbw  Iha  Ooramor  waa  in  faTor  of  »«  h«l  la.t  ailudad.  He  c<wld  not  aid  m  tramp- 
mSSt  th*  LtKiilatm  lo  ncommaDd  the  call,  1  ''JP""^"  r<~' •  tmuw  »hich  had  bcMi  ordain- 
Sf  ^ i!llilii» Hlvnitiil f  ^  od  by  the  people  Ihemaelrei.     He  could  do:  cod- 

llrTltaSVK  nM,  ha  had  undentood  that  Ihe  «'■'  If  take  a  atep  baokward  in  the  ereat  onward 
OoiMBOtWUiwdinedtotfaaedl.ir  tbeLacii-  marchofrefiwmnowgoinponeTerj where wilh- 
Uan  thoivhl  propw  K.  racommwid  It.  I"  ""d  •«™""i  "•      He  wi^ed  to  aee  Harrland 

^T*     _    *     ,    ,    .  ,    I  i  i»   »    in  tbe  Terr  xan   of  (hoae   Statea  that,  upon  the 

tb.  Ownm  "Jeitrt  to  mr.  in  bdijlf  of  a  gen-  („  „f  ^^^  ^^^^  ,,„  ^^ng  beWVpurar, 
Umm  wta  w»*BothMOtoq««dtfor  himaalf,    jodmorB«imoiirie«iioTaraments.    TbatiraaUi^ 

Itota  l-li^S" -^7'",'^,'*"^,'°.^  ttadthBhonorinp,rttoreV,.ML    HebelicTed 

•^  '•^  "^trS^K.?^'  ■*  *    Vk     i  ^  heknewihelr   wUea  and  their  tptereata,  and  in 

■jfiTMdmloodlhatlbaOoTarnoreilhardeai-  ^,^,„^^  ,iU,  hi.  conilwl  and  eareeat  aim. 

jt «  NMUWnded  to  »5;  •*'  cr  '?,'*7"'"J^*'  be  ahould  endeaw  .t  all  timet,  bonuUj,  ud 

5?*  ""  "^2?^  .'5?""  ^  « l^'    ^1    Wthfullj  to  elidg  to  and  aurtain  tt^em. 
<!—<-  tbondtt  that  time  would  be  a  moral       ^    J  .? 

I  for  Iba  atop  in  tbo  LefUaturo,  and  |     "'■  Tw»  »'«'■ 
wanaiail  to  aet  upon  iti  reeomnendation;       That  he  had  itated,  when  adrocating  the  pub- 
t  V^  Dent  in  aOT  manner  interfered,  or    lioation  of  the  dehatei,  that  he  would  trouble  the 
■  "  -r  -■     •     —  -■-  —     Coolanlion  ai  little 


1  to  aet  upon  iti  reeomnendation; 
■MTCT  in  aDT  manner  interfered,  or 
d,  or  tatSnaDcad  the  La^tlature  in  re- 
prtlolL 

Mr.  DiBMiao*  raanmed.  He  belioTad  he  bad 
|Wf«ilj  mdantood  and  cottaelly  italed  the  ex- 
ItiaiMi  to  whiehiM  bad  allodad— and  the  Moral 
■Mih  Iha  daolatUioai  and  amwal  tauKbt  him, 
WM  tkat  H  Mifht  be  danprow  lo  (iia  thii  ponv- 
ar  to  iDBb  a  bodj  aa  tbii  aneDdmanl  propoaed. 
Hal  tUa  pmriaiMt  have  axlatad  in  the  preaeol 
"--^"otioB  an  aztia  aeMioo  laigfat,  at  thii  terj 
t,  faa  boldinc  ita  Httinca  and  fearfutt)'  in- 
I  tba  already  enonnoua  eipeoditure  of 
Ita.    Neither  the  neeuaitiea  of  the  timet, 


any  of  the  (peaking  pro- 
which  he  belonged,  aod  he  beiiSTed  ha 
sJie. 

it  hii  friend  from 

_, .Jute  hi 

tuall;  conrulaed  from  the  AliegaoT  m 
Ihe  ocean,  on  the  tubjtct  of  biennul : 

Mr.  T.  rather  mapected,  that  in  thiainuanee 
hia  friend  had  taken  Woroeiter  county  far  the 
Btate.  If  the  excitement  apoken  of,  bad  iwept 
DTarlhe  State,  it  had  not  reached  the  lower 
Bounlies  <»i  the  Wsstarn  Shore  ai  far  as  he  waa 
infonnad.    It  ia  true  that  Evince  Oaorga'a  cc 


r  gire  a  majority  for  biennial   g 


But 

IB  of  the  inb- 


jitorapUt 

,-r—      The  power  is  by  Ihe    iect  before  IhealecUon,  ai  Ar  ashe,  [Mr.  T.,] 

■sWIbC  Oaortitation  already  Tealed  in  the  Exe-  knew,  or  bad  heard.  It  ao  happened,  that  he 
111  I  a  atij  bad  it  not  been  exercised.  The  I  participated  actirelj  in  the  caorau  of  1M6, 
..  «     _,_i_j    _«.__    _v.   .!.„    ;-j  .t.    tjionjh  not  a  candidate;  and  he  didnoln 


ntamaloti 

Am  Iha  • 

iMiMJ  tntbat  axaltad  pMiUon.i 

*tMa  WNMeeii  foreed  upon  all 

■a  In  really  demanded. 


iDoapable  of  •tarlnkinr 

of  any  mM*l  or  laMi  duty 


'   ber  to  bare  heard  the  wbjeet  mentioned,  and  he 
'   knew  that  many  penona  had  not  eonaidered  the 
matter  at  all  before  tbey  were  aiked  (he  queition 
»uu>»ii    at  the  polls.    He  knowi  this,  because  he  heard 
_^_                                  .                       Sir,  we  |  manf  say  scat  the  lime — and  many  deelloed  td- 
dwoU  ha  eaiaftal  bow  we  Teat  Ihia  extreme  au~  <  ting  on  that  aueition  for  thii  reaion.    Hiscoun- 
ttw^f  is  that  dafMitaent  cl  the  GoTemment.    ty  gate  a  majority  for  the  biennial  aotj  but  not 
■hhfc  frnm  ila  laijiinMlinn  nanniir  hj  pnwihili     in  thin tl il.  two  hundred  and  fifty 


to  fbal  that  diiaet  reaponaibility  neceiMiilj 
mWIB  to  Ha  wiN  and  wboleaome  •serctoe.  Let 
It  naiatn.  aa  prorided  by  a  failure  tectioa  rf  thii 
tap  eat,  la  tba  band*  where  it  bad  been  placed  hy 
mt  lUbaia,  to  be  oaed  only  wben  tome  hi^  and 
MMoal  owa  jiMifled  its  eaployaMDl.  Frocn 
thaaoaalBM  Butabili^aad  taiyuneartain^of 
aUlh^ authly, it Mtttt be lodgad  Bomawbeiw, 
M  ba  «Udad  Im  the  bonr  af  ankergaitcy  for  tbe 
I,  and  Ihe  pNiipaiiiy  of  all. 


.    fife    hundred    < 


:t  of  about  01 
,  that    1 


Ifbe,(Mr.T.,}  thought  that  lb  it  question  were 
deemed  of  paramount  importanoe  by  his  eonati- 
tuenta— that  it  was  aboTe  all  olhert  aBeclinK 
their  righta  and  intareita,  and  had  been  tecently 
aettledbythe  Tote  at  the  polla,  he  would  not 
nowTotetbcannnaluHiont.  He  aeknowMged 
the  right  of  in*tnietim,and  tbe  duty  of  obedieDce. 
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fiut  when  not  instmeted,  he  muit  suppose  that 
hb  eoDstitueots  deeigned  to  place  tome  confi- 
denee  in  bis  judgment,  to  clothe  him  with  some 
discretion. 

It  was  his  duty  to  rote  now,  not  as  his  consti- 
tuents had  Toted  four  years  ago,  when  this  Con- 
fention  was  not  contemplated  by  them;  but  as 
he,  (Mr.  T..)  beliefed,  they  would  decide,  if  the 
question  were  now  submitted  to  them.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  ther  would  decide  differently  if 
they  were  here  and  could  see  the  difficulty  we 
hare  experienced  in  forming  a  Constitution;  and 
the  probability  that  many  thmgs  will  be  left  to 
Ibture  leg^ation. 

Gentlemen  haTe  stated  time  and  again  that 
they  would  not  encumber  the  Constitution,  with 
what  they  considered  legislative  provisions. 
This,  he,  (Mr.  T.,)  said,  was  his  own  opinion. 
Though  belonging  to  a  party  which  receives 
fieant  credit  with  our  adversaries,  for  confidence 
in  the  people,  he  might  say  for  himself,  that  when 
he  witnessed  the  efforts  that  are  sometimes  made 
throughout  the  land,  to  inflame  the  passions,  and 
exeite  the  prejudices  of  the  people  for  political 
ends,  he  ever  turned  with  an  abiding  trust  to 
their  inteUigence,  virtue  and  petriotism,  as  the 
lasting  foundations  of  our  republic.  He  was 
willing  to  leave  many  things  to  be  considered- 
much  to  be  done  by  the  legislature,  who  could 
better  ascertain  and  follow  the  wishes  of  the 
people  than  we  can. 

if  we  lav  down  correct  principles  in  the  Con- 
stitution, the  people  will  follow  them  out.  If  we 
fUmish  a  good  plan  of  ^vemment,  the  legula- 
ture  will  fill  up  the  details  as  may  best  promote 
the  interest  and  prosperitv  of  the  State. 

Mr  T.  said,  bethought  that  annual  sessions 
would  be  necessary  for  some  years  at  least,  be- 
fore the  machinery  of  this  new  government 
could  be  properly  set  in  motion.  He  was  in  fa- 
vor of  annual  sessions,  and  short  sessions  of  fifty 
or  sixty  days  at  most.  He  had ,  himself,  last  win- 
ter witnessed  what  he  never  before  saw  in  legis- 
lation. He  had  seen  bill  after  bill  passed  with- 
out having  been  read  at  all;  when  he  was  satis- 
fied that  very  few  of  the  members  knew  what 
they  were  voting  upon.  This  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  number  of  bills  before  the  body. 
He  had  seen  much  confusion  and  haste  at  the 
close  of  the  annual  sessions — but  nothing  to  com- 
pare with  what  he  saw  last  winter.  He  was 
Dot  a  member,  but  he  saw  enough  as  a  mere 
spectator  at  the  lobby,  to  satisfy  him  that  the 
biennial  bill  had  been  purchased  at  a  fearful  cost 
— the  hazard,  if  not  the  loss  of  sound,  deliberate, 
and  judicious  legislation. 

Gentlemen  had  argued  against  leaving  too 
much  power  to  the  legislature.  Whatis'*too 
much  ?*^  Here  we  may  difier.  In  one  breath  we 
are  told  that  we  must  obey  the  potent  will  of  the 
people,  because  they  have  expressed  it  favora- 
nly  to  biennial  sessions.  In  the  next  breath  it  is 
said  that  the  legislature  must  not  be  trusted  again 
with  this  power,  although  they  come  from  the 
people. 

li  we  acknowledge  this  duty  ourselves,  why 
shall  we  impute  a  different  sense  of  doty  to  those 
who  may  come  after  us  at  rapNaentatifat  of  the 


people.  They  obeyed  the  pM^boAlUmljjtit 
m  1846;  why  wUl  they  sot  obey  Mpain,  if  tUi 
question  j^oes  a  seeood  time  bofon  ttei  ha||itii- 
bunal  as  is  now  proposed  by  the  MModaflot. 

Gentlemen  had  warned  the  fHeoda  of  refiom 
that  if  this  biennial  featmre  is  not  nlaiMd,ths 
Constitution  will  be  reieoted  Iqr  the  pooplo.  Tkis 
warning  might  properly  enough  oomo  upon  thMS 
who  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  refoiman ;  bil  hs 
was  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  aooli  a  volts 
from  Dorchester  and  Worcester  coontiea.    Us 
gentleman  from  Dorchester,  (Bfr^  Hidn,)  hd 
said  sometime  ago,  if  he  remembered,  Uiat  Iks 
basis  of  representation  and  some  otber  UtJttm 
in  the  present  Constitution,  suited  bin.    Hr.  T. 
inferred  that  if  the  basis  and  theae  otfaor  fttfam 
were  materially  chaiyed,  the  rejeetSoo  of  Iks 
Constitution  would  not  be  dlsagreaUe  to  tliat  fi- 
tleman.    The  gentleman  from  Woreotlar,  Mi 
saidheroted  tor  the  ConventloD  is  iwialiili 
and  therefore  claimed  to  be  a  reformer.    Til,  ik$ 
reformers  do  not  take  him  ai  ooe  of  thoir  bielH^ 
hood.    His  two  Eastern  Shore  fHends  mSfjl^  |i 
for  triennial  sessions  without  risk  of  r 
any  better  reformers  than  the?  would  bo 
if  they  went  even  for  annual  seiBioiii. 
and  biennial  sessions  have  little  to  do  wttb  MiefMi 
tlon  of  reform,  as  it  is  undenlood  by  thou  1*^ 
claim  to  be  its  peculiar  friends,    mm  oI  fti 
stoutest  reformers  here  are  adToealiBf  mm^ 
sessions.    Carroll  county  goes  for  them,  M  mof 
ing  out  a  cardinal  democratic  doctilno    ^^ftayiit 
elections  and  strict  accountability; "  while  rmt 
rick  county  is  divided.    Mr.  T.  aappoaadttit  kb 
friends  from  Frederick,  (Messrs.  Ban  and  IM- 
vsa,)  considered  themselves  nooo  tholMifOsi 
reformers  because  they  happeoed  to  dlMM 
with  their  colleagues  on  this  qaeatioD  of  legiii 
tive  sessions. 

But  suppose  the  warning  be  kaedad.  It  My 
operate  the  other  way  at  last  Mr.  T*  wtf  m 
prophet,  and  he  gave  no  wamingB  to  others.  Bs 
had  quite  enough— may  be  too  much— oD  htai  h 
endeavoring  to  keep  right  hioiaelf.  He 
however,  venture  to  suggest,  thai  tw« 
thousand  five  hundred  voters  eaet  their  baUBH  h 
1 846  against  the  biennial  bill.  Soppoae  all,  sr  s 
large  portion  of  these,  were  to  east  their  fthi 
against  the  Constitution,  if  they  are  BOl  giailiel 
by  having  the  annual  sessioDs  ioeorponAii  ai 
part  of  the  instrument — it  may  be  rejeeiad.  We 
are  not  to  suppose  that  these  twenty^ftve 
sand  five  hundred  are  not  of  the  aame  mmi 
any  more  than  we  are  to  presume  thai  the 
thirty  thousand,  who  were  for  bioDiiial  ■■ 
have  not  changed  their  opinion.  In  ahem  H^ 
five  thousand  votes,  there  was  a  majorilj  far  w 
ennial  sessions  of  about  four  thousand  itai  ki^ 
dred.  While,  therefore,  the  reformert  are  ttWlf 
warning,  they  bad  as  well  remember,  thai  hi  lMi» 
there  were  nearly  one  half  of  aU  the  lutwi 
only  twenty-three  hundred,  leas  than  hilf  sf" 
posed  to  biennial  sessions,  and  that  then 
for  aught  we  know,  may  make  this  tocj 
the  ground  of  invincible  repogoaoee  lo 
cation  of  the  ConstitutloD. 

This  was  not  altogether  eonjeitiiie,  teoM  eC 
the  delegatet  finm  8t  Maiyk  it%tei  Ihift  ear  m- 


■  HrifBil  by  Mrtain  pMnmm  Id  hit  eomto, 
r  advMatidi  Uw  CoavMliMi  wu,  tbtt  tt  vauU 
t«  MMsa  of  fattim  rid  of  Ueoonl  wwloni  of 
ml^^itaicait,  md ratanun|to mnoil UMiii. 
Wr.  T.  TMd  from  tha  election  Mtumt  of  1846, 

AlltfB- 

ill  of  73; 

to  tbe  nwjorilj  for  it  in  Waihing- 

■  wBi  131,  Bod  ia  FrMerkk  onlj  B;  tha  Weii- 
m  flbon  jm  a  m^aritT  apiunt  the  bill  of  up- 
'Vdi  af  1900  TOlei;  the  wsb  majoritiei  for  ttia 
IB  ware  en  Ae  Biateni  Shore.  The  mijoritlaa 
I  PlioM  Oaorni  aod  Cbarlei  mra  140  toi 
~     -'rila  Uw  TCte  In  CalTart  and  St.  Mut>i 

n^iotltjtgaiiiitlbebillorSM.    Itwu 

a,  utenfim,  to  UMlme  th*t  Ihii  htanniel 

b;  Nch  large  tnejorltiai  >i  to 

to  douU  what  the  Tota  of  the 

tbia  tlow.    Od  the  Altera 

u  ao  aBli-feform  meaiure — 

thii  COnTeDtioD.    The  de- 


«iri>  would  beat 
iMnhwMnuBad 
1 4«riM  to  keep  od 


ia  to  Nj  that  eTBD  there,  it  n 


*  Uia  ij  tbe  gentleman  from  Worcester; 
te  nw  whieh  tbtt  geDtlemaii  had  made  ol 


lit  BOtWPMT  (0  biro  U>  uadentaod  the  Conatitit- 
igi.  Tm  laeiioD  of  (be  Lcgialatute  ia  liniled  to 
k>  iMtb  of  Hanb,  and  tbe  Gorenor  bii  tb» 
wwt  10  call  an  extra  hhIod.  Tbe  quetUon 
VM  asihlad  in  the  Legiilature  and  obtaiMd  odI; 
L  ttm  ToUi.  It  waa  Mid  that  the  Goientor 
"   *  loohjeclion  to  call  the  Legialature 


11  propel 
Wiyeotbeoparatwiiof  tneGoremmeoL  Snct 
no  tta  fact  in  relation  to  that  matter. 


Mr.  DiaiciiOH  taid: 

He  did  not  deaiie  lo  detain  tbe  Conrention  bat 
1  lingla  miaute,  in  repl;  to  tba  lemtrki  wbicli 
ltd  jut  falleD.  He  ira*  alvaja  (ratified  to 
■eceire  iofbrmation  from  aoj  lource,  though  in 
ihi*  particular  inatanca,  it  wat  eertainl;  unna- 
cataarj  for  the  diitioguitbed  gentleman  froB 
CarroU.to  hategiran  eTtdeDce  of  thepnwaHion 
al  tDoh  profound  Coiutitutkmal  lot*.  Woitdetftil 
nnd  mfaterioua  aa  the  erudition  mi|ht  ae«n,  he 
had  \on%  been  aware  of  tbe  fact,  that  the  preaeat 
Ccmati^tion  coDtained  no  ptoTiMongiTing  to  tha 
laglalature  the  right  to  call  an  extra  aeaaion. 
[for  did  he  IJMliave  any  other  gentleman  upoo 
the  floor,  haia  for  an  inalant,  uniMntaod  hin  ai 
expreaaing  anj  opinion  oi  idea  incooaittant  with 


illaeL 
Hew 


>d  mainljbj 
leaia  to  ad' 


r  part  of  tbe  State  from  which  tbeae 
Mieiiiwn  an  ur^,  made  him  aomewhat 

a  •■  to  tbe  objeet  in  view.    The  aiTort 

soMia  fhMn  the  Eaitem  Shore.  And  he  would 
uk  tboae  gentlemen  if  the;  mlended  to  vote  for 
te  OoMUtutioD  if  thaaa  bicnoial  aeaaioni  wet* 
pnvldBd  for  In  it? 

Mr.  PuLta  aaid,  if  the  gentteman  uked  him, 
l»«oaUN;»Tei." 

Mr.  Bmwn  teaumed.  If  the  populatioa  baau 
hal  Hwrailed,  tbe  gentleoan  would  not  An- 
ilkOT  pn^ect  baa  been  agiUtid  in  thia  Halt. 
TartaHBj,  be  bapn,  from  what  he  had  heard, 
totbink  that  we  were  to  have  no  naaiooa  of  the 
a  at  all,  but  that  it  would  be  merely 
I  aand  t  joint  committee  here  annuat 
rt  alt  the  Legialatire  buaineai.    We 

_^  _. I  too  much  l^alalion,  Ihe  people  du 

Htlhi^aoihaBUiqMaed  therefore  it  was  ialan- 
4adbfWU(tf  OMprontie,ta  have  none  at  ail, 


,  that  electiona  might  be  too 

All  the  Cooatiuuiona  whieh  naTe  been 
the  lima  of  '  " 


^toir 


dadbrwuctf 
«uapt  what  I 


u  pmantad  bj  the  pntleman  from  Queen 
Anoe'a,  (Mr.  Spenoer,)  propoaing  to  pTe  tbia 
power  to  tbe  legialatun,  and  wa*  argumg  aa  to 
what  might  bate  been  tbe  eooaequencca,  had  a 
umilar  clause  bare  been  inaerlid  m  our  picaent 
Conatitutioo.  After  tbe  infcrmation  which  bad 
been  aa  to  the  foeUng  of  many  of  the  body  that 
lut  oceupiid  tbeie  balli,  it  wa*  not  difficult  to 
iBaagioetWhad  tbate  have  been  no  organic  or 
cooalitutioilal  baniei^-Bn  extra  aeMion  might 
thii  moment  ho  holding  iu  ailtiog*  and  additional 
Uiouaand*  flowing  from  IbeTreaauij. 

Iu  regard  to  what  ha  had  aaid  ii — *- 

tba  cod&iin  of  OUT  atatulaa  produ 
loo  frequent  le|[iaUtioa,  he  MBcd  li 
here  to  bit  ariguaJopinioa.  llie  moat  eminent 
jurlata  of  that  body  bad  niatained  him  by  the  ex- 
preiaion  of  mmilai  lantimeDta;  and  howeier  Iri- 
IUbe  and  unimportaot  that  objection  might  aaem 
to  the  powerful  intellect  of  the  gentleman  orer 
the  way,  he  ihould  not  be  turned  atida  from  bia 
eouree  m  eerting  to  eradicate  tbe  difficulty.  He 
eould  not  refrain  from  congralulxtiog  the  country 
and  theCooYentioD,  that  geniut  had  at  lengtn 
been  found,  befbre  wbich.that  myatary  and  ob- 
icurity  of  the  lawa,  hitherto  bemiog  ao  many, 
would  Tanith  away ;  and  it  wai  poniMe  it  might 
be  tbe  evidence,  that  the  ^e  of  perfection — Ihe 
very  millennium — waa  wetl-nigh  upon  ui. 

Mr.  BaowH  aaid,  he  did  nut  mean  lo  lay  that 
e  gentteman  from   WorcEiter,  did  not  under- 
the  ConiUtulion,  but  only   that  be  orer- 


nrge  againit  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
fhim  Queen  Anne'i,  (Mr.  Spencer.)  He  ahould 
confine  hit  remartu  to  that  tubject,  Bi.d  not  fol- 
low Ihe  ditcutaioo,  whush  had  wandered  into  a 
OODeidaratian  of  tbe  meiilt  of  annual  or  biennial 


Before, 
a  Queeo  Anne's. 
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Htd  he  rightly  undsntood  hii  tmendniflnt,  at  de- 
■iniiiig  to  eoDier  upoD  the  Leciilatiire  the  power 
M  aitematiog  between  annual  and  biennial  lei- 
tioos  at  its  pTeanire  i 

Mr.  Spincbr  referred  to  the  langoaee  of  the 
proiKMition,  leafing  the  subject  to  legisiatif e  dis- 
cretion. 

Mr.  RmoBLT  resumed.  He  had  so  understood 
the  amendment,  and  he  regarded  it  as  the  most 
dangerous  propocition  which  had  been  offbred  in 
conneetion  with  this  subject.  What  wu  it  1 
Would  gentlemen  analyze  it ;  strip  it  of  its  seem- 
ing deference  to  the  popular  will ;  look  it  fteely 
in  the  face  ?  It  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  special  amendatory  clause  of  the  Constitution — 
a  power  to  the  Legislature,  at  its  mere  pleasure, 
to  alter  the  fundamental  law  by  a  sinele  act  of 
Assembly.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  t^e  effect  of 
the  amendment  would  be  to  render  the  constitu- 
tional proTision  adopted  yesterday,  making  the 
SMsions  of  the  Legislature  biennial,  nugatory  and 
idle;  and  the  Constitution  had  as  well  be  silent 
upon  that  subject,  since  the  Legislature  would 
then  hare  the  power  now  propoaeid  to  be  oonfer> 
red  upon  it.  6ut  he  re|;ardea  the  amendment  as 
most  objectionable,  in  Tiew  of  the  power  itself, 
proposed  to  be  gnnted  to  the  Legislature.  In 
comparison  with  this  proposition,  he  ooasidered 
the  mtr-ninth  article  of  the  old  Constitution,  odi- 
ous as  It  was  to  cooTentional  reformers,  by  reason 
of  the  construction  gifen  to  it  by  those  who 
claimed  ezclusife  legislative  control  oTer  that 
instrument,  as  much  to  be  preferred.  This  pro- 
position takes  away  fh>m  the  people  the  color  of 
participation  on  their  part,  which  the  fifty-ninth 
article  profides  to  effect  a  change  in  the  organic 
law,  by  permitting,  in  this  particular,  such  change 
to  be  accomplished  by  a  single  legislative  enact- 
ment ;  when  the  fifty-ninth  article  contemplates 
the  act  of  two  consecutive  Legiblatures  to  effect 
that  object.  He  could  go  for  no  such  proposition. 
He  was  free  to  confess,  that  in  hb  judgment, 
the  amendment  surrendf«red  an  elementary  prin- 
ciple of  the  reform  party.  What  was  the  cardi- 
nal doctrine  of  coventional  reformera  7  If  he  had 
not  greatly  misunderstood  the  theory  of  that  party, 
whig  and  democrat,  it  was,  that  no  earthly  pow- 
er, other  than  the  people,  ought  to  make,  change, 
or  alter  the  organic  law — that  the  claim  set  up 
by  the  literal  constructioniBts  of  the  fifty-nintn 
article  for  exclusive  legislative  control  over  the 
Constitution,  was  qualified  and  determined  by  the 
forty-second  article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  and 
further,  that  although  no  such  reservation  had 
been  grafted  upon  the  Bill  of  Rights,  yet  it  would 
have  existed,  as  an  inherent  and  unalienable 
right  in  the  people.  Wu  not  this  the  doctrine  of 
conventional  reformers  r  Is  it  not  now  our  doc- 
trine ?  Have  we  not  been  for  twenty  years  strug- 
gling against  legislative  amendments  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  demanding  a  Convention,  and  yet 
it  is  now  deliberately  proposed  to  delegate  the 
rery  power  to  the  Legislature  against  which  we 
have  so  long,  so  earnestly,  and  at  last  suooessfully 
contended. 

For  one,  he  here  avowed,  that  regarding  the 
people  as  possesssing  the  exclusive  right  to  con- 
trol the  organic  law,  he  should  nerer  consent  to 


delegate  to  the  Liegislatnre  any  power  whntevsr 
to  tinker  with  the  Constitution.    The  booonlils 
gentleman  flrom  Queen  Anne,  had  aigoed  tiiat  tiM 
amendment  eonteraplated  the  exeroiie  nf  tiM 
power  by  the  Lef;islature  only,  when  dsmindid 
by  the  popular  will;  and  he  had  earnestly  aaksdy 
Were  we  afraid  to  trust  the  people.    Wliat  sseih 
rity,  he  would  ask,  had  the  people,  that  tliis  pow- 
er if  conferred  upon  the  Lecislatnrey  wonU  bs 
held  subordinate  to  their  will  T  Does  the  a  mead 
ment  impose  any  restraints  upon  the  ezereiM  of 
the  power  ?  On  the  contrary  does  it  not  anlboriM 
a  change  of  sessions  from  annual  to  biennia]»  sr 
via  verse,  by  a  single  legislative  enactment,  mi 
thus  practically  annihilate  the  provision  of  Ikt 
Constitution  for  biennial  sessions?    NoChlmii 
more  evident.    The  honorable  ceotleaan  M 
Queen  Anne,  has  maintained  wiUi  great  eaiiail- 
ness,  that  the  Legislature  would  not  dare  to  n»h 
else  such  a  power  men  rnofu,  except  npoa  Ihs 
prompting  ot  public  opinion,  because  it  fnM 
sacrifice  every  member  of  the  bodv,  who  hsdths 
temerity  to  oppose  the  popular  wish.    It  wss  BBli 
in  his  judgment,  important  whether  tlie  povir 
would  or  would  not  be  abused.    He  was  SfiiHt 
conferring  any  ix>wer  whatever  over  the  iiirit 
law  upon  the  Legislature,  even  in  the  OMlt  v 
important  particular,  and  for  a  direct  OooHfti- 
tional  recognition  of  this  prohibition,  by  a  fi^ 
vision  for  future  Conventions.  Tet  he  wow  sAi 
what  evidence  does  the  past  supply,  that  sish  s 
power  would  be  exereised  in  oonfonnHy  wtt 
public  sentiment  ?    The  vice  of  the  amiMiifti^ 
peered  to  him  to  be  in  confounding  the  Lifii"' 
ture  and  the  people.    These  must  bersgvM 
as  correlative,  as  one  and  the  same  thing,  to  jal- 
ify  such  conclusions — and  he  was  sure  sash  vsi 
not  the  theory  of  his  friend  from  Queen  Aas. 
Certainly  as  he  had  already  intimated,  tfasfsit 
was  not  fUll  of  encouragement  to  the  peopfcii 
this  particular,  that  they  should  again  peril  Ihiir 
political  fortunes  by  such  a  venture.    &veBit 
the  people,  the  majority,  a  large  majority,  bsM 
for  years  struggling  airainst  the  very  theory  wUoh 
this  amendment  upholds  ?   Have  we  not  bisn  Int 
respectfully  asking,  then  remonstrating,  and  nsv 
demanding  that  the  Legislature  shall  oe  so  oi^ 
stituted,  as  to  represent  the  people  ?    With  whst 
success,  heretofore,  this  application  has  mslttki 
honorable  gentleman  is  well  informed;  and  wSlki 
consent  to  trust  the  power  of  altering  tlie  OoHii' 
tution  in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  as  noveos* 
stituted;  and  can  he  hold  out  any  reasonable hip^ 
to  us,  that  its  present  basis,  will  be  audiJlin 
accordance  with  the  e^ual  political  rights  sfii^ 
zens  ?    We  have  been  sent  here  for  a  ht  ^^ 
ent  purpose,  as  he  understood  his  duty.  We  90^ 
here  to  make  a  Constitution,  to  be  sulnnittii^ 
the  people,  as  the  only  competent  tribwil  ^ 
breathe  life  into  it,  or  to  change  or  aBSsit^ 
Let  us  then  perform  our  proper  omoe— our  vkib 
duty— and  not  attempt  to  shift  responsibility,  sr  to 
devolve  the  people^!  prerogative  upon  the  Li|!^ 
lature. 

The  gentleman  from  Queen  Annels  hndsisl, 
that  the  first  two  or  three  sessions  of  the  li^di' 
ture,  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitation,«OiiA 
be  attended  with  an  unusually  grent  anoiatsf 


\ 

\ 
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iiMM,  frowiDg  out  of  the  neettiary 
to  put  in  proper  motion  the  machin^ 
ent  He  was  dispoted  to  admit  the 
remark,  yet  he  thought,  that  exigen- 
lOfided  for,  fii>t,  in  the  fact  that  the 
n  of  the  bill  remored  all  limitation  at 
ion  of  the  two  fint  aessiona  of  the  let- 
ter the  ratification  of  the  Constitution; 
further  proTided,  that  the  GoTemor 
I  Uie  power  to  call  extra  sessions,  if 
interest  demanded  it  Certainly  it 
»  trust  to  the  capacity  of  these  means 
e  emergency,  to  be  produced  by  the 
»  of  business  for  the  nrst  two  or  three 
r  the  new  goTemment,  than  to  Ten- 
be  extreme  measure  prop<»ed  by  the 
.  of  conferring  upon  the  l<^iBlature  the 
it0rinp;the  Constitution;  and,  indeed, 
to  him,  that  the  Tery  fact  un^ed  by 
lan  from  Queen  Anne's,  that  &e  in- 
wbess  would  not  eitend  OTcr  two  or 
tna,  was  an  admission,  that  biennial 
mid  thereafter  amply  meet  the  public 

the  absence  of  all  limitation  upon  the 
Mions,  as  to  time,  and  the  power  of 
nor  to  call  a  special  legislature,  will 
irobably  meet  the  exigency  for  the 
wo  or  three  years,  shall  we  engraft 
upon  the  Constitution  which  recog- 
ttiTC  power  over  it,  and  that,  too,  for 
NBparatiTely  unimportant^ 
0t  intended  to  say  a  word  upon  the 
umual  or  biennial  sessions,  consider- 
BStion  closed  by  the  decided  Tote  of 
Irat  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  on 
t,  he  could  not  permit  to  pass  in  si- 

ible  eentleman  from  Prince  George^, 
,)  had  produced  the  returns  of  the 
U,  by  which  biennial  sessions  of  the 
was  adopted;  and  had  argued  from  the 
e  then  polled,  that  the  presumption 
liat  it  was  not  a  reliable  exponent  of 
sentiment — the  rote  being  some  twen- 
d  short  He  had  also  analysed  the 
lown  that  some  of  the  western  coun* 
were  now  loudest  in  favor  of  biennial 
ere  then  against  it,  including  Balti- 
jr,  which  cast  a  majority  of  one  hun- 
Litty  votes  against  the  law.  He  would 
Tindicate  the  silent  votes,  or  twenty 
hsentees  from  the  polls,  from  the  in- 
iWD  by  the  gentleman  from  Prince 
hat  if  they  had  voted,  the  result  might 
against  biennial  session.  It  was 
ir  to  presume  the  reverse — it  might 
id  the  maioritv.  Such  inquiry  was 
Ksulative;  but  he  would  say,  that  he 
ird  that  vote  as  a  reliable  expression 
^on,  for  another  and  a  venr  difier- 
.  The  biennial  session  bill  wu, 
place,  a  legislative  amendment  to  the 
a,  and  was  objectionable  to  Conven- 
mers  as  such. 

Dond  place,  it  was  originated  by  the 
[roffi  I>orchester,  (Mr.  Phelpft,)whoee 
I  well  known.    He  had  always  beeo 


reeogniiad  as  an  aBti-refiNrmer,  and  from  an  aoti- 
reform  county.  It  was  well  imderatood  in  the 
larger  countMs,  that  the  then  movement  was  in- 
toMod  to  put  off  eenventional  reform,  to  defisr 
our  hopes  and  expectations  of  a  ConTention.  In 
fact,  it  waa  known  to  be  an  anti-reform  mea- 
sure—hence, the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  all  the 
large  counties,  went  against  it  That  waa  the 
reason  why  that  Tote— although  a  majority  vote 
of  five  thousand — was  not  a  reliable  exponent  of 
public  sentiment  Now  that  we  have  obtained 
a  Convention;  and  have  no  longer  distrust  of  the 
movement,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  reason  to 
to  recgnise  it  as  a  salutary  measure  of  reform 
and  retrenchment,  the  sentiment  of  the  people  is 
in  sympathy  with  it  For  one,  as  a  reformer,  it 
was  his  theory,  noTer  to  let  go  a  jot  or  title  of 
a  point  ODoe  gained,  but  to  struggle  on  for  fur- 
ther aequisition.  His  friend  from  Carroll,  (Mr. 
Brown,)  had  asked  the  gentleman  fh>m  Dorches- 
ter, (Mr.  Phelps,)  if  he  would  vote  for  any  Con- 
stitution that  was  formed  hj  the  Convention, 
thereby  meaninc  to  test  his  smcerity  in  offering 
the  proposition  for  biennial  sessions.  That  gen- 
tleman had  answered  the  question  for  himself, 
with  frankness.  He  would  now  uk  his  friend 
from  Carroll,  to  look  at  the  vote  of  Anne  Arun- 
del county,  fifteen  hundred  majority  against  bien- 
nial sessions,  and  applv  the  same  test  to  that  del- 
egation—all of  whom  have  sunported  the  amend- 
ment under  consideration,  anci  gone  in  a  body 
againat  biennal  sessions.  It  was  a  pregnant  fact, 
that  while  every  otiier  county  in  the  State,  gave 
a  comparatively  short  vote,  Anne  Arundel  had 
given  nfteen  hundred  majority  against  biennial 
sessions.  He  repeated,  it  was  a  pregnant  fact, 
and  he  wouki  make  no  comment  upon  it  Such 
was,  nevertheless,  the  infirmity  of  human  nature, 
that  people  would  vote  according  to  their  inter- 
ests, and  if  the  power  was  given  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  say  whether  that  bodv  should  meet  an- 
nual or  biennially,  a  considerable  portion  of 
every  seasion  would  be  employed  in  the  discus- 
sion of  Uiat  question,  and  the  influences— local 
influences— surrounding  the  body,  would  be 
strung  to  their  utmost  capacity;  and  past  experi- 
ence, and  every  superficial  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  indicates  very  clearW,  that  annual  ses- 
sions would  soon  become  the  uted  law.  His  friend 
from  Carroll,  had  misconceived  the  meaning  of 
the  terms  "frequent  elections,'^  as  used  in  the 
bill  of  rights.  The  political  doctrine  meant  to 
be  affirmed  by  that  sentiment,  was  mseparable 
from  all  free  government.  It  was  proclaimed  by 
our  forefathers,  in  view  of  the  lone  duration  of 
parliament,  without  a  return  of  the  delented 
power  to  Uie  people.  The  direct  accountability 
of  public  servants,  and  frequent  returns  of  the 
politicid  power  to  the  constituency,  gives  an  op- 
portunity for  change  in  office,  wnen  the  people 
require  it  It  does  not  follow  that  elections 
should  be  annual,  if  the  accountability  exists, 
and  may  be  enforced  by  the  public  within  reason- 
able periods,  so  as  pot  to  postpone  the  right  to 
change  officers  to  too  great  a  distance  from  the 
appointing  power. 

He  concluded  by  stating,  that  for  the  reasons 
he  had  assigned,  he  should  rote  against  the 


Mr.  Btttttuiui  nid: 

Be  iTH  iMtrtJiT  tick  of  the  pratnetod  Mww 
lion.  He  only  dealred  (a  eik  hii  Mend  ftsa 
Queen  Anne'*,  if  he  would  modifj  hk  anMdHMd 
nctitMt* toUmiltbediiniloiior  mmIobIbmk 
bsIfihetioienowoecDided.  Oftbe  Tmrina  if- 
pimeaU  vrhloh  hid  been  nwde  wgtitM  um^ 
Msion*,  he  had  naTer  yet  heeid  aaj  mta  ^MV 
^tiuet  ihetn,  either  on  ttrngtoaoi  vT  llwlr  ■» 
Tiiiljlinln[liitiiiTrihiinlnMi.  nreTTiHinrlt  Mm 
thsbieiiDkl bill «u  before  rht  fvifhttt*^ 
ouMioa  u  to  it!  prepriet;  or  InurapniQ  tiii4 
JD  >  meMuw,  on  the  qoeeUoa  of  liwiot.  Uwm 
sow  brought  fbrwerd  u  u  aTpimMt  M  ■-- --*- 
unual  «]r«lem,thalltM  toMontebl 
that  Iba  people  would  Dever  retonU  It.  _  _ 
might  lerTB  ibr  an  argument,  but  itwathkalfr 
ioD  that  Um  people  would  ptebr  iiiiiihImBu 
if  the;  could  have  two  annual  mmIom  it  M 

Eiter  ooil  than  otw  bininial  iwinu.    mi  m 
■im  of  haniggeation  to hli  IHend ft 


If  it  had  been  oflhred  m  a  dtfarent  tOrm,  m  a   ele. 


a  dtfiwant  time,  he  ihosU 
.ipoae  it,  hot  ai  a  part  of  the  ' 
Coottitutloc  to  be  Toled  upon  u  an  aatlretf,  be 
could  not  go  for  it. 

Mr.  Spikckb  WW  much  lurpriied  at  the  COQIM 
of  romark*  made  bj  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ridge< 
I*,)  from  Baltimore  oountj.  What  change  wti 
lure  in  bii  propoiitlon?  And  what  in  it,  that 
the  reform  partj  of  Harjland  hadeTaromowd? 
Had  thBj  oTcr  taken  gnnind  that  it  wai  dangei^ 
ODi  to  Inut  the  Legiilatnre  with  qneetioai  wtuch 
were  eiuntlal  to  the  protectioo  of  the  iotereali 
of  the  people  i    For  what  parpoae  wa*  the  Le- 

Silature  created  t  b  it  fnt  uitended  to  reprewnt 
B  people  and  to  proilde  laws  to  promote  th^ 
happinen,  and  to  meet  their  DceeaiiUeil  The 
complaint  of  the  reform  party  wai,  that  the  Le- 

Slllature  had  heretofore  tailed  to  perform  thii 
utj.  Ther  would  neither  eaaa  the  naceaaaiY 
lawa  to  relotm  tbe  abuMi  or  the  Ootsmment, 
nor  provide  for  a  Contention,  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple to  do  it  IhemseWei.  For  jean  the  people 
had  intoked  the  Legialaturs  to  diachaige  their 
duty  and  to  call  a  Conrention.  But  it  wa*  for  a 
long  time  Id  Tain.  Tbe  call  waa  made— what 
reformer  will  TCDtate  to  lajthat  the  LegMatnre 
i(  not  to  be  tnuted'wilb  a  power,  eminently  pio- 
leetire  of  the  rigbta  of  the  people. 

Mr.  RipoiLT  interpoted.  Under  id  exifting 
baiii,  tbe  Legislature  wouM  alwap  be  dntruated. 
Mr.  SriHcu  replied  that  it  wai  the  buii 
which  was  diitnuted  and  not  the  Lagiakture. 
Where  did  tbe  geoUenun  from  Baltimore  oountj 
get  hi)  conitruetloD  of  the  doctrine  of  Iherafonn 


TocalsdapoweriD  tbe  Conititution  to  lake  awaj 
therighla  of  the  people,  Iben  the  gentleman  might 
have  taken  exception  to  hii  course.  Inateaa  of 
doing  thii,  hiB  propuition  enlarged  the  righla  of 
the  people.  Was  that  ami-republican?  If  to, 
he  would  only  mj  that  he  muat  have  atndied  in 
the  republican  acnool  in  rain.  He  examined  the 
Gonatruction  put  by  the  gentleman  from  Ballimore 
county  on  bis  amendment  as  aulhoriiinc  the  Le- 
giilatnre to  eitend  their  aeiuoni  aa  iMy  might 
nee  fit  The  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county 
laid  Lhit  no  person  acquainted  witb  human  na- 
ture would  giro  thii  power  to  the  LagialBture, 
becaute  he  would  know  that  the  fbelibgi  of  mem- 
bers would  lead  Ibem  to  Tacillate  between  annual, 
or  alternate  biennial  and  annual  iMMons.  He 
could  tell  that  geotlemao,  that  any  member  wbc 
would  take  that  course  would  commit  politica] 
■uicide. 

Mr.  EliDOELT  said  he  had  confined  hii  Tiewi 
to  the  etfect  of  tbe  amendmeoL  He  intended 
nothing  penonal, 

Mr.  HriKCEm  did  not  suppoae  that  there  — 


retnntolC   Ari 


What  had   I 


I   taught  art   TWv 


peniet  of  a  legidatiTo  laai .  _ 

|»,HW.  HewiihedtadiTtdalhiianB,»«li 
make  it  aufficient  for  two  aeariowa.  In  ailtf 
the  duration  of  each  leaalon,  COB  half.  Ami 
work  oDUld  be  dona  in  Uurty-flra  dafii  by  n  ^ 
duMrioui  legislature,  ai  in  twice  that  omMtf 
OBeof anoppoaitedMiaetar.  nMnMBtawSB 
Mtbfied with  annual leaiioH  wbea IbVM *■ 


Mr.   BocHaHAH,)  iKiilifii 

adding  the  word*,  "which  aball  not  m.„ 

•eaaioa  longer  than  forty  daya." 
The  amendment  a*  nodiflad,  read  aa  MMb 
'•  But  the  iMialature  riian  ba*e  the  ri^li  pa- 
Tide  by  law,  Joi  annual  eleetiou  of  MipMb 


longer  than  fbrty  days." 

Mr.  PHiLri   would    not  haTe 

word,  but  for  what  had  fallen  ftom  %• 

man'from  Queen  Anne>  a*  to 

diminution  of  tbe  term  of  (be  le 


'^ 


any  thing  intended  of  a  personal  obaraoter.  Bui 
bis  feelingi  were  wounded  when  he  heard  a  gao. 
tjeman  «i  mpeetable,  aa  the    ganlleoian  from 


Bit    to  the  gentleman  from    ] 
alp*,)  to  giTc  way  for  a  motL_ . 
acalloftheConTenlioD.    ^le  gntlHMici' 
conclude  hit  remarks  allai  the  call  W  M 

Mr.  PBKLri,  acoeeding  to  Oa  n0^ 
yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  SrxHciamored  that  then  baa  ed** 
Coorection;  and 

It  waa  ordered. 

The  roll  wu  called. 

On  the  motion  of 

Hr.  SraicBB,  iba  doorkaeptr  wm  Htf  li» 


iSl 


4ue8t  the  attendance  of  members,  wlio  mi^ht  lie  '  circulated  and  discuAsed  froely«  and  orators  took 


iu  the  city,  but  were  not  in  their  st-at 

In  the  mean  time, 

Mr.  PuLLPt  resumed.  If  thi-  llou^u  wa>  pre- 
pared to  Tuteon  thepru}to*<iUoii  nnw.  he  \vu^  pre- 
pared to  vote  ;  but,  an  there  inunt  be  hcinie  timu 
allowed  for  the  call  of  the  lluu^^e.,  he  would  uvuil 
hioiselfof  the  oppoitunit}  to  make  aUw  reiiia'k>, 


the  iitunip  fur  and  aicaiunt  it.  Great  efforts  vere 
mude  to  defeat  the  bill,  on  the  ^^rouud  Uiat  it  was 
merely  a  tub  thruwn  to  the  whale.  It  was  be- 
lieved by  many  that  it  was  intended  only  tu  defeat 
the  eli'urt  tu  get  up  this  Reform  Conreiition.  Yet, 
niilwiljihtaiidinjj;  these  efforts  tu  piejudice  the  pub- 
he  mind  uK>^hi»t  the  bill,  it  obtained  a  large  ma- 


ptnicularly  as  to  that  branch  of  the  ammdment  J"*' -  '"  "'^^  ^^*'**-              .        .     ..       ^ 

which  imposes  a  limitation  of  the  s.-*sii,ii  to  iort\  Further  pioccedings  on  the  call  of  the  Coii?en- 

daja.     It  sometimes  happens  that  very  litilr  huM*-  ^^**  ^'*^^^  ^*'«"  *J»sp<?ii*«*J  with. 

nesscmn  be  matured  in  forty  dint,    the  eleeiiun  The  question  then  recurred  on  the   modified 

of  m  speaker  and  the  offirers  frequentlv  f(.iisumf .-»  amendment  of  Mr.  Si'isNiKa. 

much  time  ;  and  tlien  the  Sneaker  mi^t  have  uii  ^^^'  ^'  "'*''*^'^  **»®  T*^**  ■'***  n»y*» 


muen  time  ;  and  ttien  the  Speaker  mu<«t  have  un  •'"•  *^'  "'*«*^"  "*"  ^'^*'»  ■""  ""J*^  which  were 

opportunilv  to  become  acquainted  with  tlie  mem-  ^rJ*''**'.  and  being  taken.  re«ulled  as  follows: 

hers,  before  he  ran  appoint  the  coinmiltecs.  :ifur  •ftRnMu/iie— Mesiis.  Tuck,  President,  pre  l«n., 

which  a  cansidciable  iteiHMi  niu.^!  elap>u  hi'fore  -^l"*-!""!  Donalduon,   Dur»>ey,   Wells,   Randall, 

the  committeeM  can  mature  lhi»  huMijt^s  and  re-  Kent.    Svilman,    Merrick,    Uucbanan,  Welch, 

Eft  to  the  HotiKc.    Thi*  ohjeetion  then,   niii^t  <-baiiibcrs  of  Tecil,  Miller,  Spri^K,  Speneer, 

fatal  to  tlicpropohition  to  limit  the  M.,M..ii  tu  ^»ewi|r«»    Wright,    Shrifer,    Riser,    McUenry, 

forty  davs.    With  reference  to  the  exp.Mi<es.  he  Gwinii,  rre*siman.    Ware,    Andersoa,    Parke, 

woukl  state,  that  the  itinerant  rharp-s  of  the  ses-  ^bower,  Cockey  and  Browu— 98 

Moii,  amount  to  about  $5  »"U  ;  and  if  unniiai  >es-  .Ve^fii/iM— .Mesars.  Rieaud,  Chambers  ef  Keat, 

»ioDS  should  be  determined  im,  fhl^  would  he  an  >Iit<:bell,  l>alr>mple,  Rrent,  ef  Charlea,  Howard, 

annual  instead  of  a  biennial  eharir...    'll.c  objeo-  *^"li?«I>.  Moyd,  Dickinson,  Sherwcxid.  of  Talbot, 

tion,  therefurc.  to  the  annual  j^cs^ions,  would  n.it.  J***"'  L)**»»»»'.  Williams,  llieks,  Horlson,  PheU>«, 

beohviated  by  dimini^hinethclength  of  thunea-  Kowlinp,    Uiriekson,   Hearn,   Jacobs,  Thoma.% 

sion.  The  gentleman  from"  Anne  Arundel  tholJ^ht  ^iaither.  Annuii.  Stephenson.  .Magraw,   Nelson, 

Uiis  powerlo  call  the  LeKi>lature  together  was  a  barter.  Stewart,  of  (-aruline,   Brent,  of  Ralti- 

(langerous  power  to  plaee   in  the  Iiaiids  of  tht-  "•"•*«  «^i*y.  Sehley,Kiery,  Ncill,Jolin  Newcomer, 


Governor,  but  there  is  not  a  Minjrlf  Slate,  in  the 
Union  in  which  it  i^  not  eonteri-ed  on  the  Kxcni- 
live.  If  war  wai?  to  be  declared  alraill^(  us,  or  if 
aome  great  insult  shouM  demand  in«taiit  reprisal, 
or  any  sudden  financial  exii^ene^  should  oeciir, 
he  anked,  should  not  the  Governor  have,  power  !<• 
aisemble  the  Le^riblature  : 

Mr.  R tKDAi.i.  explained  that  hv  wan  .<«|>eakif,L; 
as  betweon  the  fiovrrnor  and  the  Lei^i^laturi'. 
and  had  then  ^aid  he  thoie^ht  it  woiilil  be  hi'iier 
in  the  handn  of  the  Legislature  than  in  the  (iov- 
tmor. 

Mr.  PtiELi''*  r.':funied.  W(  all  know  that  the 
Governor  has  the  pow«r  to  call  an  extra  M-.H^ion. 
But  If  the  U!tual  leiijilli  of  the  M^bioit.-^  i^  to  he 
shortened  to  «mic  half,  the  ;rrt:ater  pan  of  that 
will  be  con^unii'd  in  di^l'.u^4ill^  whetlier  the  Le- 
gislature shall  Sit  aruiuully  or  liienniullv;  and 
fort3r  days  might  cosily  be  waited  in  >uch  a  dis- 
cussion. It  was  ui;;i'd  by  the  (gentleman  I'lom 
Queen  Anne  that  the  Le;;i^lature  wouM  rrquire 
some  additional  time  to  cany  out  thf  giint-rai 
principles  cstablislicil  by  the  ('on^iiiuiion  in  Le- 
gi«ilative  details.  In  rt>plv  to  this,  he  r<*minilefl 
the  gentleman  from  (^ii*;en  Annu  that  there,  was 
now  a  section  in  tlie  (  onsiitution  which  gave  the 
Legislature  power  to  prtdoiii;  its  hcssioiiM,  for  thi.< 
purpose,  to  six  months,  or  nuie  inonths,  or  twelve 
moutl'i».  or  even  two  }e:ii'^.  If  new  men,  frc:*h 
from  the  people,  weic  sent  here  every  two  \ear>, 
they  Would  be  quite  uk  competent  to' make'  >u<:li 
luw«,  as  to  cnaet  all  other  law«      Th**  s:tMit1eiiiaii 


llaihii.M,  Miehaei  Newcomer,  Rrewcr,  Watei'a, 

'  Wvlier,  liollyday,  Fitzpatrick  and  Snath — 40. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected.  ^ 

Mr.  SpKNt  bR.     1  now  offer  the  last  of  the  scr- 

rieM  of  amendments,  which  1  intend  to  oiler  on 

IhiH  rtubjeet. 

'I  he  anieiidnii-iit  was  read  U!«  follows: 

.\dd  to  the  end  of  the  section,  the  follow  pnw 

*'Piiiridfii,  That  t  he  jiidv:es  of  elections  in  each 
.  eounty  and  city,  when  th>s  Constitution  ahall  In* 
submitted  to  the  pcoplh  for  their  ratification, 
<«huli  put  the  qurstinii  diittinctly  to  each  voten 
"ant  )  I  111  in  tkvor  of  annual  or  biennial  seindons 
i  of  the'  Le,;islatiire  V*  and  the  said  judges  shall  re- 
(.oid  separately  on  their  poll  books  the  answer  of 
each  voter  to  the  i^aid  (|UCstion;  of  which  they 
.-hall  make  return  in  the  same  manner  as  pre- 
scribed by  law,  to  ascertain  the  sen^e  of  the  peo- 
ple on  the  ratification  of  said  (>on8titution.  And 
if  a  majority  of  the  legal  vole  is  in  the  State 
should  be  iii  f.n  or  of  annual  sessions,  then  at  the 
I  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  thi.'^  <-onstitiition,  the  Legislatun:  shall 
provide  Ity  law  for  annual  elections  of  Delegates 
to  the  Geiieral  Asdcnibiy,  and  for  annual  sessions 
of  the  Legi^daturc.'' 

The  amend iiicnt  having  been  read, 

Mr-  SfKKcLR  di:inandod  the  previous  quc>tion, 
but  withdrew  it  at  the  re«pieAl  of  Mr.  i'RBsir- 

M.\K, 

Mr.  Piii:«sTM.\s*  rose  andistated,  that  he  had  up 


from   Prince  Gdr^e's,  (Mr.  Tuek,)  said  that    tt>  tliis  lime  voted  lor  all  the  aiiiendmeiit.s  which 

eiublic  sentiment  wa.s  not  disturbed  in  his  county  had  been  otiercd,  with  a  view  to  defeat  the  bien- 
y  the  biennial  question.  Whatever  it  may  h.ive  nial  provision.  He  did  not  wi^h  the  Hou.se  Vj 
been  in  Trince  George,  lie  could  say  that  in  mo»l ,  underataiitl  him,  as  seekuig  to  avoid  the  main 
of  the  counties  of  the  State  the  biennial  bill  vi  as  ;  question,  from  any  other  motive;  and  it  would  be 
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a  change  of  front  in  him,  if  he  did  not  Tote  for  words  in  reply  to  the  remarha  of  the  graOemaB 

any  one  of  theie  amendments.    It  was  clear,  from  Queen  Anne,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  who  bad,  na- 

howefer,  that  then  was  too  great  a  majority  in  intentionally,  no  doubt,  mustated  his,  (Mr.  R.^) 

the  House,  who  were  resolutely  opposed  to  an-  position. 

nual  sessions,  to  be  defeated  in  their  object  by  Mr.  Showbr  declined  to  withdraw. 

any  parliamentary  management.    With  this  im-  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  deau^ 

pression,  he  had  risen  to  request  his  friend  from  for  the  prerious  question,  and  by  ajea  31,  r^ 

Queen  Anne,  to  disband  the  little  army  which  26,  there  was  a  second. 

had  tliusfsr  stood  by  him,  in  all  his  efibrts.    His 


And  the  main  question,  (on  the  amendniMt  of 
Mr.  Spencer,)  was  ordered  to  benowtalMO. 

Mr.  Mitchell  asked  the  yeaa  and  nap  on  ths 
amendment,  which  were  ordered,  and  biim 
talcen,  resulted  as  follows: 

4/|qirmaliM--MeBsrB.  1  uck,  PreaidoDt,  pn  km,, 
Morgan,  Donaldson.  Doney,  Wella,  Haaddl, 
Kent,  Sellman,  Merrick,  BuchaDan,  WsM, 
Chambers,  of  Cecil,  Miller,  Sprigg*  fiJpncVi 
George,  Wright,  ShriTcr,  Biaer,  BUoMiNoa, 
McHenry,  Magraw,  Nelson,  Stewart,  qfCarolioi, 
Gwinn,  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  PrsiHaiB, 
Ware,  Brewer,  Anderson,  Weber,  BolM|t 
FitzpaUick,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey  and  nrsn 

—37. 

AVfaCioe^Messrs.  Ricaud, Chambers,  of KMti 
Mitchell,  Dalrymple,Brent,  of  Cbarlea,  Hwni 
Ridgely,  Lloyd.  Dickinson,  Sherwood,  of TUbili 
John  Dennis,  Williams,  Hicka,  HodaoBJPMpi. 
Bowling,  Dirickson,  Heam,  Jacobs,  TbowSi 
Gaither,  Annan,  Carter,  Schley,  Fieiy,  HeMi 
John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  NeweoMft 
and  Smith—so. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  DiaicKBON  gave  notice  of  his  intentioBiSt 
the  first  opportunity,  when  there  ahould  be  a  feD 
Convention,  to  mofc  a  recoiisidermtioii  of  t* 
Tote  on  the  amendment  just  adopted. 

Mr.  SpENcaa  moved  to  amend  the  ^KMnteliJ 
by  adding  the  words  *' which  shall  not  dcced 
forty  dav9." 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  CoofentioD  id- 
journ. 

The  Convention  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  John  NEwceMsa  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
SpENCEa's  amendment,  by  striking  out  "forty," 
and  inserting  '*thiity^*  days. 

Mr.  fiaowN  called  for  a  division  of  the  9p» 
tion,  (first  on   striking  out  foriy,)    whifih  wsi 
ordered. 
„  Mr.  DiRicKPON  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  vbici 

Constitution  which  is  to  be  submitted  to  Uie  pco-    were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resultm  is  ^ 
pie.    The  people  having  once  passed  on  the  ques- 1  lows:  * 

tion  of  biennial  sessions,  tlierc  are  some  gentle-  '  Jiffirmative — Messrs.  Ricaud,  Chambeit,  » 
men  here  who  are  unwilling  to  vote  against  the  Kent,  Mitchell,  Dalrymple,  Uoyd,  DieklMoe, 
judgment  of  tlie  people.  But.  ho  belie\'ed,  there  John  Dennis,  Williams,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Pbtipi 
was  no  gentleman  here,  wlio  is  not  willing  to  let  Bowling,  Dirickson,  Jacobs,  Gaither,  BiKr,  A^ 
thif  question  be  specifically  put  to  the  people.  Ho  nan,  McHenry,  i^chley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Ns*" 
referred  to  ihe  variouK  objections  which  had  been  .  comer,  Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Watoi^ 
made,  and  suggested  that  the  mode  presented  by  |  Hollyday,  Fitzpa trick  and  Smith— 38. 
the  amendment  would  obviate  them  all.  It  should  '  A<»g>afive— Messrs.  Tuck,  President,  pn  iWji 
be  b^rue  in  mind  that  there  is  no  reservation  by  '  Morgan,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wella,  RnM 
which  the  Legislature  can  hereafter  change  the  Kent,  Sellman,  Merrick,  Howard,  BudiiM^ 
sessions.  If  a  majority  of  the  people  arc  in  favor  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,Chambers,  of  Cecil,  8{pn8& 
of  bienninl  or  annual 'sesriious,  wlio  will  op|>ose  Spencer,  George,  Wright,  Thomas,  finrinft 
their  will?  Si ephenson,  Magraw,  Nelson,  Carter,  Sttwtfti 

Mr.  SnowEa  demanded    the  previous  qucs-    of  Caroline,  Gwinn,  Brent,  of  Baltimore  otji 
tion.  '  Presstman,    Ware,   Davis,    Brewer,  Antetfii 

Mr.  RiDGELT  requested  him  to  witlidraw  the  |  Weber,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey  andBrown-3i' 
demand,  to  enable  him,  (Mr.  R.,)  to  say  a  few  I     So  the  motion  to  strike  out  wu  rejected. 


fHend  from  Queen  Anne,  had  exhaubted  all  the 
tactics  which  could  be  expected  from  the  leader 
of  a  forlorn  hope.  For  his  part,  he  was  now  wil- 
ling to  give  the  battle  op.  The  amendment  now 
offered  oy  his  friend  from  Queen  Anne,  was 
nearly  the  same  as  the  one  which  had  been  of- 
feied  by  the  gentleman  from  Harford,  (Mr.  Mc- 
Henry,) for  which  he,  (Mr.  P.,)  had  voted.  He 
thought  it  would  be  very  embarrassing  to  the 
people,  if  they  ore  rec^uired  to  vote  at  the  polls, 
not  only  for  the  Constitution  as  a  whole,  but  on 
this  biennial  provision,  also,  in  a  separate  vote. 
He  had  promised  his  friend  from  Queen  Anne  to 
renew  the  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SpENCEa  withdrew  the  previous  question, 
and  said  he  disclaimed  any  intention  to  make  a 
speech.  He  could  not,  however,  avoid  express- 
ing his  surprise,  at  the  course  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  Baltimore.  When  that  gentleman  spoke  of 
an  army  against  biennial  sessions,  he  made  a 
rreat  mistake.  He  would  tell  that  gentleman, 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  biennial  system.  If 
.the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  was  inclined  to 
withdraw,  there  were  other  gentleman  who  were 
coming  in  to  join  him.  1'he  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Rid{rcly,)  had  said,  ihat 
if  the  proposition  was  put  in  a  bhape  to  be  sepa- 
rately presented  to  the  people  for  their  vote,  he 
would  be  willing  to  go  lor  it.  Others  round  him 
had  said  the  same.  The  amendment  he  had  now 
offered,  differed  from  tliat  submitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Harford.  Tlie  proposition  ofTered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Harford,  was  to  hold  over 
the  reference  of  this  question  to  the  people,  until 
the  neit  election  after  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution. But  if  the  gentleman; from  Harford 
preferred  his  own  amendment,  and  would  move 
a  reconsideration  of  Uie  vote  by  which  it  was  re- 
jected, and  would  amend  it,  he,  (Mr.  S.,)  would 
withdraw  his  amendment.    We  are  framing  a 


283 


CMtioa  then  raeurred  on  the  amendment 
nrcuu 
^Mi  and  njs  were  itked  tod  refoied. 
[ueation  was  then  taken,  and  by  ayes  32, 
I  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
>0MALD80ir  moved  to  amend  the  seeond 
(the  objeetorwhieh  was  to  make  the 
a  aniform.) 

).  exp]iuoed,  that  his  object  in  oflerinj; 
mdment  was  to  make  the  elections  uni- 
Now  they  will  occur,  some  in  one  year, 
M  in  two  years,  after  the  adoption  of  the 
itlon.  He  deaired  to  coneentrate  all  the 
s,  so  as  to  save  expenM,  which  would  de- 
objeet  of  biennial  elections.  It  would 
maiX'  that  the  lirst  delegates  elected, 
10  for  one  year.  The  Senate  would  hold 
tho  jear  1852,  the  new  House  of  Dele- 
Nild  meet;  aud  then  the  elections  after- 
voukl  be  every  two  years.  In  this  way 
tions  would  all  take  place  together,  and 
ould  be    a   considerable  saving  of  ex- 

ABssTMAif  said,  that  as  this  was  a  ques- 
leh  would  lead  to  long  discussion,  ho 
ke  to  have  it  postponed  until  we  get  on 
Kt  of  biennial  sessions.  If  the  proposi- 
nld  be  amended  too  much,  it  might  be 
kiwn.  It  is  the  last  straw  which  breaks 
•I's  back.  Rather  than  endanger  the 
icnt,  if  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arun- 
a  friend  of  the  annual  system,  he  had  bet- 
draw  his  proposition  for  the  present. 
>OBiALDSOM  then  withdrew  his  amend- 
idieating  that  he  would  hereafter  oflfer  it 
er  form, 
ben  the  Convention  adjourned. 


SATURDAY,  February  15, 1851. 

[BBSioaNT  of  the  Convention  resumed  the 

*  Chair  this  day. 

Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the 

MT  at  eleven  o^clock. 

r  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gxauff. 

ill  of  the  members  was  called. 

oamal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  having 

imended  as  to  stnte  the  fact  that  the 

question,  called  by  Mr.  Spencer  on  his 

ent,  had  been   withdrawn  by  him,  and 

ad  then  been  called  by  Mr.   Shower, 

mded. 

ICBOF  TBE  ATTORS'BT  GENERAL,  ETC 

iRivBR,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  here- 
^pointed  on  the  office  of  Attontey  Gcuc- 
iis  Deputies,  said  he  was  instructed  to 
vport. 

lenting  it,  Mr.  G.  stated,  that  the  com- 
ere  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  of- 
Itorney  General  and  the  pi-esent  mode 
ating  Deputies,  should  be  ab>olished,  and 
itu  thereof,  the  Governor  siiould  be  em- 
to  employ  counsel,  when,  in  his  judg- 


ment, the  interests  of  the  State  required  it ;  and 
that  in  each  county,  Howard  dutriet  and  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  respectiveWi  the  legal  voters  shonw 
elect  a  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  lexm  of 
three  years. 
The  report  was  read,  as  follows : 

REPORT. 

Sectwn  Isl.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to 
employ  counsel  for  the  State,  when  in  his  judg- 
ment the  public  interest  requires  it ;  and  make 
suitable  compensation  from  the  contingent  fund 
placed  at  his  disposal.  # 

Sec,  I'nd  There  shall  be  an  Attorney  for  the 
Stale  of  Maryland  in  each  county,  Howard  dis- 
trict and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  respectively,  to 
be  styled  *'  the  Prosecuting  Attorney,"  who  shall 
be.  elected  by  the  plurality  vote  of  ihe  qualified 
voters  of  rnch  county,  Howard  district  and  the 
city  of  I3ahimore;  and  who  shall  hold  hb  offiee 
for  three  years  from  the  day  of  his  election,  and 
until  his  successor  be  elected  and  qualified  \  and 
shall  be  re-eligible  thereto,  and  be  subject  to  re- 
moval from  office  for  disqualification,  wilful  ne- 
glect of  duty,  or  misdemeanor  in  office,  by  pre- 
sentment of  the  Grand  Jury,  and  eonviction  of  a 
Petit  Jury  of  the  county,  Howard  Qistrict  or  city 
of  Bahimore,  in  which  he  shall  have  been  eleclp 

ed. 

See,  Zrd.  The  fees  and  commissions  to  the 
Pro<iecuting  Attorney  shall  be  the  aame,  as  now 
by  law,  allowed  to  the  Attorney  General  and  his 
Deputies,  subject  to  such  change,  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  1  A'gislature  shall  provide ;  and  to  rik 
ceive  any  other  fee  or  reward  than  such  as  if  al- 
lowed by  law,  shall  be,  upon  convictioo,  suffi- 
cient cause  for  removal  from  office. 

See,  Ath,  That  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  offiee 
of  Prosecuting  Attorney,  by  death,  resignation, 
refusal  to  act,  disqualification,  removal  from  the 
county,  Howard  district,  or  city  of  Baltimore, 
in  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  or  upon 
conviction,  as  berKinbefore  specified,  the  said 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  Judge  or  Judges  of 
the  court  having  criminal  juriadiction  in  the 
county,  Howard  district,  or  city  of  Baltimore 
respecliv^y,  in  which  said  vacancy  shall  happen, 
until  the  next  ^neral  election  tliereafter,  when 
the  plurality  vote  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the 
county,  Howard  district  or  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
in  whicli  said  vacancy  shall  occur,  shall  elect  a 
suitable  person  for  the  residue  of  the  term  thus 
made  vacant. 

See,  5th.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  of- 
fice of  Prosecuting  Attorney,  who  has  not  been 
admitted  to  practice  the  law  in  this  State,  and 
who  has  not  resided  for  at  leafct  one  year  in  the 
county,  Howard  district,  or  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
in  which  he  may  be  a  candidate  for  election. 

See.  6th,  All  elections  for  Prosecuting  Attor- 
neys, shall  bo  certified  to,  and  returns  made  there- 
of by  the  clerk:*  of  the  respective  counties,  How- 
ard 'district,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  the 
Judge  or  Judges  of  the  court  having  crimmai  ju- 
risdiction in  said  counties,  Howard  district,  and 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  by  whom  tho  oath  of 
office  shall  be  administered. 

;Sec,  "tth.  The  election  of  Prosecuting  Attorneys 


dun  Ilka  jdau  throngout  the  Bt>t«,  on  ibe  fint 
WeAiMdaj  at  OeUber  next,  ipd  on  iIm  hidc 
dij  aveiy  third  jeir  thereaftio' ;  end  in  eue  of  ■ 
tiebetiTBan  two  or  mora  penan*  far  itld  oflice, 
than,  the  Judge  ot  Jiid);e>  of  the  eoiirt  hiTing 
•rininil  jiirlMjivtion  in  thn  countj,  Howard  dii- 
tlicl,  or  citj  of  Ballimope  h  wlii^h  said  tie  may 
hanan,  ghati  deiienale  irtiich  of  uid  penoni 
■ban  qaati^  ai  Frowculing  AiiDrnej. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HaaivKi,  ib«  nport  wa«  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

■All*  op    ItrPH  MENTATION. 

Mr.  Mbkrick  taid  that  it  was  hii  intention 
thU  mornini;  la  tiare  made  a  report  fh>m  the  aon- 
alllee  on  repreaenlslion.  He  desired,  boweioT, 
irtien  ha  made  il,  Ihsl  ihs  other  member*  of  tlie 
«ommiliea  should  Im  prcanal.  He  thought  it 
WU  Ibo  intenlioii  of  two  or  three  of  ihem  to 
make  independent  reports.  He  aliould  he  glad 
lo  malre  hia  own  sometime  in  the  cource  of  to- 
day but  abould  prefer  delajing  it  until  the  other 
nemben  of  the  cMnmiitoe  sliould  be  in  their 
•eati.      - 

The  mode  in  whieh  Ihe  report  cimo  : 
lomewhil  peculiar,  and  for  this  reason  be  pre- 
'fcirad  thai  h  should  be  made  n  tliu  preience  of 
tlia  other  members  of  the  i^ommillce.  Ho  would 
^nut,  (hnefora,  that  if  they  stiouli!  oot  Im  in 
that  nab  before  the  CoiiTeniion  paiied  to  the 
Mdenof  dudhy.heOjoiiJdbealJnivcd.at  tome 

eriod  of  (he  sitting,  to  movo  to  susptm'  '------ 


.kins  hi, 

--.-■.-  —  m.,1  =u5(,.aucu.      iiiEconimillec 

had  had  ircquenlnipetiiii^,  nnilhailai  last  agreed 
lo  bring  [he  aubject  matier  of  iheir  do  liberations 
before  the  CoilTcntion  in  s  very  imperfect  shape, 
'  beeauie  it  was  t  e  only  node  in  which  Ibe  com- 
mittee could  aenimplijh  Ihc  objwt.  But  it  w» 
•n  important  mode.  I'here  were  two  minority 
nparts.bcBiijeti  a  parlin  TepnrloMiitown,  which, 
with  that  of  the   Chni-mnn  of  tbe 


The  Pal 

would,  without  douhl,  erant  to  the  gentlt^. .„., 

priTilege  of  making  his  report  al  sny  time  dur- 
ing the  day. 

Mr.  Mbbhick  The  reportwhidh  it  ie  my  in- 
tention to  mike,  i)  not  a  report  in  whidi  the 
committee,  ana  committee,  concur.  Itiaa  re- 
port whiehl  I,  as  chairman,  ■bail  make  by  the 
GimJNiaii  and  authority  of  Ibe  comuittee-~lhey 
»ing  referyeii  iberii-bt  lo  act  upon  it  ai  lliev 
please.  ' 

Itiaonlyfurlbepurtioeeef  bringing  the  quco- 
tion  before  the  Convention,  eccoidiiig  lo  the  ubu- 
al  forms,  that  the  report  wiJIb*  mndE. 

Hi.  Smith  could  not  4ee  any  good  reaton  he 
•jU,  why  the  regular  tiiHJjicis  of  the  Conrenlion 
■bould  be  interrupted  for  the  purpOM  of  recejv. 
Itwlhia  report. 

The  senlleman  from  Cbarlea,  (Mr.  Merrick,} 
could  now  presenl  hia  report,  and  the  minority 
report*  eouhl  be  made  whenever  the  geiillemcn 
ware  preienL    In  the  maaoiimc,  the  report  of 


le  chairman  of  the  committM  would  takaUa 


Hall. 
He,  [Mr.  8.,]  preferred  that   the  rentleiMn 

ahoiild  hinil  in  their  reports,  and  that  l^ejiboaU 
be  iirinted.  They  could  Iben  be  read  and  ne- 
derslood  by  the  memben.     The  oueitioB  wu  a 

very  important  one.  aniL  this,  be  thought,  would 
be  lh«  best  coiine  that  could  be  adi^tsd. 

Mr.  CKwaaai,  of  Kent,  now  took  hii  aaat. 

Mr.  HoiUhn.spcakingfonhe  other  meatter, 
(alluded  to  br  Mr.  MnaaicK,}  and  whowasgM 
atlhemomehl  n  hi»i«nt,{Mr.  Llojd,)aun«»"^ 
that  JUr   MEhBIti  shonid  make  his  report 

Mr  Mi;BHici,acquic«rinE  in  ti»*  auKptiW, 
said,  be  would  prBsenthis  report  at  Ibntae— 
prefacing  it  with  ilic  remBtb  that,  pfter  lonjBM 
anxious  deliberation,  and  comparison  of  vitm 
and  argunienl!  the  committee  bad  found  it  I*- 
po<wible  lu  coned  by  a  majority,  in  any  phu 
wbalsocTer.  Aware  of  the  dllTicumea  "Heli 
woi  Id  embarrsas  the  Convention  if  ihejifcooM 
nnmo  before  it  without  M»at  Khem«  aaab^ 
ofarlion,  and  nhould  aik  10  he  disehaijadh* 
ihefijriher  cor\s  id  e  ration  of  Iho  awtajeei,  thaw*- 
mitlee  had  Diilliori'ed  him,  as  their  loo  Mm 


nion  and  under  the  aulhoritv  o.   —   

At  Ihe  rame  time,  ho  was  bound  to  aBy,uil 
each  and  every  member  of  the  eooiOiittM,  {•» 
cepi  }iiin!<elf,)  bad  reserved  to  theolsetnt  Ibc 
priTjIegB  ofailhering  to  their  MTeralaBii  re^ae- 
tire  viewi  and  opinions,  and  liad  directed  hita  la 
say,  thnt  tliey  deliired  Ihe  Convention  not  toW* 
lliem  pommiiicd,  individually  or  colleetiiely.ta 
anv  of  the  principles  or  details  of  Ihe  re)iN<> 
Arid  il  wDSNilely  for  tlin  purpose  of  bringieg  Iks 
sutiject  ill  on  orderly  and  regular  manner,  bete* 
the  Convention,  thai  the  committee  bad  aotkar 
sed  Ihii  report  to  be  made. 

Th  report  which  he  now  presented,  laiiw 
froffi  10  ai^heme  which  he.biroulf,  had  fomadj 
siibmilled,  and  bad  had  referred  to  theeoMWl-  . 
lee  on  represeniBlion.  But  it  varied  onlTiiAn 
respefil— that,  upon  furihqr  rcdeolion,  ae  k" 
thought  it  «-ouidl»e  *ell  to  proTideforUwiap- 
wntaiion  of  fractions  in  snndry  countMa.  [w- 
M.  explained  ]  ^^ 

The  reiull  in  the  aeveraJ  countiei  Yaried  tm 
tjierejult  anticipated  in  the  project  and  tablM" 
lud  before  submitted.  This  was  attribulaU* J" 
the  diffetT-ncB  in  what  il  was  luppond  wouMK. 
Mid  what  were  now  (rnoicn  lo  be  the  eenw  i»- 

Mr.  M.  now  rrad  the  report  aa  follows: 


Sutim  1.  The  legislature  shall  be  &'■■'<' 
two  distinct  branches,  a  Senate  and  a  HolMl' 
Ddegatcs.  which  together  shall  be  a  comfW 
legislaluro;  and  ^bali  be  styled  the  Ganeralw- 
■embly  of  Maryland, 

j<rc,  :,  7i'be  House  of  Delegatel  tball  ctatW 


ten  |0  be  ehoMn  ■nmiillf  on  lbs  flnt 
thj  of  the  nKKiih  of  Oetobor,  bj  th* 
fUoMiinl  oottntioKar  ibe  SuK,  and 
ttjrof  BaltiHare,  aMordbis  to  the  mia- 
ke  population  of  e«eh  of  Mid  eountiei 
Ae  «Md  citr  of  Baltiinare.  and  in  coofor 
Hi  tba  foUairiPf  rule:  Tlial  ii  to  »;,  etch 
Bountiraand  the  ciljr  nforemid,  ihallalaet 
teple  Tor  ererj  fuur  tliouwnd  >oul>  it 
Btainup  10  Iweiily  Ihouaand,  and  for  an; 
in  UiB  namber  of  populition  in  anj  oriaid 
•.or  in  tba  citf  of  Baltimore,  aboTs 
tbau»and,  and  of  not  leu  than  eight  thou- 
laraiballbe  allowed  to  each  countj  or 
ring  lucb  exceia,  one  additional  dcloeale: 
•nj  excHusof  populaliDii  in  any  of  the 
aorcilj  aforesaid,  ibore  tweotj  eight 
d,  and  of  not  leu  than  (ixteen  thouund, 
«r  additional  delcgile  shall  bo  allowed  to 
llw  counties  or  to  the  cit;r  ti"'"!;  ■"^h 
and  10  oD,  duplicating 
«i]ulred '-  *"    — 


11  abore  last  the 


h  furlbcT  addi- 
lalasate,  to  which  bj  luch  claplicating  n- 
'  ofuie  eountiei  or  the  citj  of  Baltimore, 
I  eutlllcd  for  the  whole  numher  of  its  pop- 
,  and  for  an;  fractional  number  of  inlmbi- 
lanj  county  or  in  the  cil;  of  Baltimore, 
la  tufficient.  to  rntille  the  counlj  or  cilT, 

additional  delei;alc,  arcording  tn  the 
ling  rule,  and  greater  than   one-half  the 

number  upon  which,  accDrding  to  said 
elegatei  or  an  additional  delcpT-  "  -'- 
to  Mid  county  —  '''"  "■*"  _jjli.«- 


nta  ihall  ba'altomd  to  Ibt  counlj  oi  eltj  hiT- 
inK  meb  Avitlon. 

&ie.  3.  The  Senate  ehall  eoMiit  of  Iwenty^wo 
■enaton,  to  be  elected  arerj  tburlb  jaat,  at  the 
tiBM,plae«!iand  m  the  matinerprcacribedfor  the 
election  of  member*  of  tlie  House  of  Delesaieai 
one  leoator  to  be  choacn  bj  the  Totert  of  Mcb 
count;  in  the  State,  and  two  bjr  the  Tolera  of  the 
cil;  of  Baltimnrei  but  for  Ibix  purpoae  Uie  tald 
citj  of  Baltimore,  shall  be  divided  or  laid  off  as 
nearl;  a>  ma;  be,  into  two  equal  Mnaloria!  di*- 
tricb,  each  of  which  districts  shall  Kparalalj 
elect  one  nenator;  and  the  said  citj  of  Baltimore 
nhall  alio  be  laid  off  Into  nine  equal  electoral  dis- 
trteti,  for  the  purpoae  of  electing  member*  oftha 
House  of  Delesatea,  and  each  of  taid  bIccIoibI 
dislrictsihallseparatelj  elect  one  delegate— and 
it  shsti  be  rompetent  far  (he  legiilatura  at  thair 
lint  senion  after  the  authoritatite  promulgation 
of  each  dccenial  census  of  tbe  people  of  the 
tloited  State*,  or  whenever  tbe  said  city  ibali, 
by  the  further  ineraasa  of  her  population,  baooma 
entitled  aecoidlngto  the  basi*  of  representation 
now  Gied,  to  one  or  more  additional  delecatei, 
lo  provide  for  rc-arranging  natd  alectoral  dia- 
triet*  or  creating  others,  for  the  purpose  of  Mich 
election;  but  It  shall  not  be  competent  for  the 
legislature  to  alter  ordiiturb  the  arrBngement  of 
•ud  districts  for  any  other  purpoie,  nor  upoiMHj 
other  occaiion,  nor  to  make  the  number  of  uid 
districta  lets  than  the  number  of  dalefttes  Id  be 
eleeled  from  said  city;  and  the  legislature  ihall 
have  power  at  the  same  decanial  periods  toaltei, 


le  additional  dele- 


TABLE 
At  CUf  4  BMman  teUI  it  nUilM,  tutonUng  to  Iht  princfptu  tf  IkU  A^art  .• 
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Mr.  BocBAVAif,  What  will  be  the  whole  Diini-  eaeh  of  the  ooimtiei  end  ci^  of  Baltimore  diaU 

ber  of  which  the  Home  of  Delegates  will  be  be  entitled  to  one  deligate. 

cempoted?                                                     •  See.  8^  If  in  anj  of  the  Mid  eountiei,  aeoocd- 

Mr.  McamcK.    One  hundred  and  two.  {og  to  the  preKOt  popuUtion  thereof,  then  iball 

I  had  intended,  continued  Mr.  M.,  to  make  be  orer  the  nid  ratio  of  six  thousand,  a  fraetkm 

lome  general  remarks.    But  the  Convention  is  exceeding  three  thousand;  in  that  oaae  the  aaid 

not  fiilT,  and  I  will  resenre  them  to  a  more  appro*  eounties  shall  be  entitled  to  a  delegate  for  said 

priate  occasion.  fraction. 

Mr.  Thomas  made  a  soEgestion  in  regard  to  besitlt  : 
the  form  of  the  report,  which  led  to  some  coBTor-  .^    ^                       .      . 
aation  between  that  genUeman,  Mr.  Mebmck,  SuHon  W.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  twenty- 
mad  Mr.  HowAao.  ^^^  members  whereof  the  sereral  counties  of 

Mr.  Diaicaion  enquiitKl  of  Mr.  Maaaica,  by  *»>•  State  and  the  city  of  BalUmore  shall  elect 

what  rule  he  assigned  to  Dorchester  and  Worces-  one  Senator. 

ter  five  represenUtires,  and  to  Somerset  six  ?  See.  2d.  The  House  of  Delmtes  shall  consist 

Mr.  M.  sgain  read  that'portion  of  the  report  \^*JK^*y•??•  members  whewjorAllegany  coun^r 

and  exolained  '^''^  •'****  ^®"*'»  ^"'*®  Arundel  county  shall  elect 

Mr.tlARBiNa  n)se  to  sute,  that  as  a  member  fi»e;BalUmor«  city  shall  elect  twdve;  BaWm^ 

of  the  committee,  the  report  which  had  been  read  ^"°7.  »»^"  '^'•?^  ••^•°;  ^™",  »«f*3r  ihan 

by  the  Chairman  (Mr.  iSeirlck)  had  m>t  his  con-  J^*  ^^f'  ^^/"l*  *;*>r*y  shall  elect  two;  Cak 

earrenoe.    He  w^  opposed  to  the  raUo  of  four  ^^  county  shall  elect  wo;  Charles  coiiiitj  shaU 

thousand,  and  sUll  mSw  opposed  to  duplicating  •^i  ^^'*  p"''  «>unly  shall  eljPt  three;  Dor- 

thatTtio  for  cTcry  adduiinal  member  abo4  J^^K^r,"??!?/^'*'^' *^S"L^^ 

five.    That  would  work  injustice  to  the  large  X'^^^i'^^f^ '^Tv^fSlSj.'^^^^JL^^ 

counties.    Again,  in  reference  to  Uie  very  larie  ^^'.^  i'^?"^, !?*^^  ^l^^'n'  "«!lP«2 

number  of  wSch  H  was  proposed  that  the^HoSe  Tu^l^^l^  •^*5j  three.  Prhjce  Georp;^  ««»4r 

«r  TWii.Mt*«  .h.n  i^nwtmimtl^inkTmA  «i»k  «k«  •*'"^* •^•ct  foufj  Quceu  Anne*s  county  shall  elect 

^aiSST    SiitJ  or  SJieniT    at  t^e  hirh^i  ^'^^J  St.  Mary's  county  shall  elect  tw\>;  Somenst 

S^Mt:"m5y^VcL^^^^^^^                 tK:  f:"%-^»»  -i-^  f-^n nib^t coumy  ^aU  0^ 

matter  of  courtesy  due  that  gentleman,  consent-  Which  was  read, 
ed  that  he  should  report  his  own  views,  reserv-  Mr.  CHAMBcai  said : 
ing  to  thcmselfcs  the  right  to  act  as  each  deemed  He  would  submit  in  the  form  of  a  minoritf  it- 
best.  No  one  of  the  reoorts  now  proposed  to  be  port,  the  views  which  he  held  in  common  with  two 
made  embodied  his  opinions,  or  the  opinions  of  a  of  big  colleagues  on  the  committee,  (Messn.  Ksat 
maionty  of  the  committee.  Having  accomplish-  ^nd  Dennis.)  It  was  the  plan  adopted  In  18S6, 
ed  his  object  m  rising,  he  would  not  now  go  fui-  ^nd  then  made  part  of  the  &nsUtuUon,  in  aV  n> 
ther  into  the  subjecU  ipecH,  except  that  it  adopted  the  acgregate  po- 

The  President  announced  that  the  hour  had  pulation  as  a  basis  instead  of  that  offMcral  wamr 

'  arrived  for  tekiog  up  the  orders  of  the  day.  bers.    By  the  arrangement  of  1836.  the  present 

Mr.  Howard  moved  that  the  consideration  of  represenuUon  was  to  remain  unchanged  uoUl 

the  orders  of  theday  be  postponed  for  the  purpose  »f^'  ^*»«  census  of  I860,  but  this  report  antici- 

of  disposing  of  the  pending  question.  patos  the  period  for  iu  commencement,  and  nropo- 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af-  ^^  '^  adoption  at  once.    The  report  would  shew 

firmative  ^^  instances  in  which  the  fractions  exceeded  cne 

So  the  orders  of  theday  were  postponed.  half  the  number  which  by  tiie  rule  adopted  would 

Mr.  Llotd  then  rose  and  said,  that*he  desired,  f,"*!?*  ^?  wlJK^I.^Xf.l^^'Vn  "fhi'S;!*"!!^ 

as  a  member  of  the  committee  to  present  a  »'  ^'"fl^  ^5^^*  ^^V'^  V  '  **?'12.*5± 

port;  but  that  as  it  was  not  exactly  in  form,  he  ^  f  *^*  ^»^^^»**"  °^  f"»^^'°""  "  '*  "^K^  ^^ 

should  hereafter  ask  leave  to  withdraw  it  tempo-  P'^^P**^' 

rarily,  in  order  to  put  it  in  proper  form.  Mr.  CHAMsaas,  of  Kent,  a  member  of  thecoma 

The  report  was  received  as  follows:  mittee,  then  presented  and  read  the  followiag 

report:  # 

auLa  or  AFPoarioKMaKT.  mu-. ..  j     •      j         •      •*     #  *u             1- 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  coiMiiiles 

Section  Ist.  The  Senate  shall  be  composed  of  on  representation,  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow 

twenty-one  members,  for  the  election  whereof,  ing  as  a  proper  basis,  being  the  sasse  wbieh  was 

each  of  the  counties  of  the  State  and  the  city  of  arranged  by  compromise  in  1836,  and  then  mais 

Baltimore  shall  be  one  Senatorial  District,  and  part  of  the  Constitution,' with  the  exeeptm  o«ly 

elect  one  Senator.  that  the  plan  now  proposed  is  based  upon  the 

8u,  2d.  The  House  of  Delgates  shall  consist  gross  amount  of  populition  instead  of  Msnl 

of  eif(hty-one  members;  until  the  number  of  sixty-  numbers.    The  arrangement  was  designed  la  go 

six  delegates  be  atteined,  every  six  thousand  in-  into  effect  after  the  census  of  1860.    The  eedsr 

habitants  in  each  of  the  counties,  and  the  city  of  sifcned  recommend  its  adoption  at  thia  thse  aa  a 

Baltimore,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delemte;  and  fair  adjustment  of  a  subject  which  this  Coovcn* 

thsreafter,  twenty^&ve  thousand  inhaDitanls  in  tion  has  indicated  as  one  proper  for  conptoBise. 


Emit  oMDtj  ihall  be  eetitM  to  slwst  en*  Bi 
tto,  UM  the  ei^  of  BaHitDarB  ihill  ■bo  be  « 
tM  to  elect  Me  Senitor. 


n  twcntj-GTi 
,  th*)!  be  enlilled  to  four  delepte*i 
intj  bavine  ■  populatioD  of  Iwentj-Eije 
,  KM  len  tatn  tbinj-fire  thouiincl  louh, 
ebftU  be  eotitledto  fiTedeleKileij  and  sTarjiwun- 


and  the  oilT  af  Bftltlmon  iball  ba  entitled  la  Ihe 
aenie  rumber  of  delantea  aa  the  couoly  which 
aball  be  entitled  to  the  M^eat  repreaantation. 

The  undetiisoed  herawit^  lubmit  a  labie  ahow- 
ing  the  pnelioal  operation  of  the  buia  Ibaj  le- 
commend.  E.  F.  Chanbu*, 

Janu  Kkht, 
JOBN  DtMini, 
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Mr.  HewAiD  requeued  gentlemen  to  bear  in 
■ind  that  all  the  reports  looked  to  a  rule.  Bo 
tbU  whieh  ha  waa  about  to  ofler  eomprehended 
■  nda,  and  it  ia  inleaded  that  thia  rule  ihall 
ba  applied  daconniallj.aoaalo  operate  on  every 
•MiBieratian  of  the  State  undertbeCentus  of  the 
United  States.  But  Ihe  reault  could  not  be  cor- 
net, aor  bdeed  could  Ihe  rule  itself  be  applied, 
tvlMB  tome  mode  of  appljin|;  it  ihould  be  etlab- 
HahaJ.  In  poinUng  out  a  moile  there  irBS  a 
fciigw  (if  eoming  ID  conflict  with  the  dutiea  of 
Um  eonmittee  to  which  will  be  referred  the  talk 
ofnTWag  and  arranging  the  nrticlea  in  tba  new 
riwallliiliiih  He  had  thereforethought  it  would 
te  the  meat  adTiaable  coune  mcretT  lo  submit  to 
a  resotulian  to  inquire  into  the 
adoplhif  pome  mode.  Tliis  reao- 
tent  to  the  eommitiee  oo  revUlog 
Aa  Cbaadlniion,  and  thqa  the  daMpar  of  aneoa- 
liat  of  Tiawa  would  be  avoided.    Ha  boped. 


w  send  to  the  Chair,  might  be  at  once  pat  on 
Mr.   How«Hi>,  ■  member  of  the  committee. 


Raettid.  Tlial  the  committee  on  amendments 
and  reTlaion  of  tlie  Constitution  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expedianc;  of  inserting  an  arti- 
cle aubilaalially  as  follows : 


for  the  time  being,  to  anani^  the  representiliun 
in  Iho  House  of  DBlegties,  according  to  Iha  ralio 
adopted  b)i  (hi*  Conienlion,  and  to  declare  by 
Proolamalion,  the  number  of  Delegatei  lo  which 

— "■ '"  ""*  "" IT  be  entitled  aceordini 

United  BUIei.    And  ir 


WOUM  oe  aTDUob.    ne  napaa.  i  aaia  rnraiaiaauoa,  ne  soail  alto  inrile  u 
tba  tesdutlaa  wMcb  b«  wonlo  I  of  the  State,  to  Toto  oa  a  day  Ibereia 
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med,  whether  or  not  ther  deiire  to  hold  a  Con-  1 
YtDtion  for  the  purpote  of  altering  the  Conslitu- ' 
tion.  And  in  ctie  e  majoritj  of  thoie  who  Tote,  ! 
shall  deiira  that  a  Coofention  tccordiog  to  the  ' 
new  baiii  of  Representation,  the  Governor  shall  | 
take  the  same  steps  to  organize  the  Coofention,  ; 
which  were  followed  as  to  tlie  present.  | 

All  the  said  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

There  was  now  no  question  before  the  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  PaEssTMAN  put  an  inquiry  to  Mr.  Chamb- 
XRi,  of  Kent,  as  to  the  rule  upon  which  Mr.  C. 
had  made  his  report—and  some  long  explana- 
tions, partly  personal,  followed,  under  the  leave 
of  tlie  Convention.  [These  remarks  will  be  given 
hereafter.! 

After  which, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mkrrick, 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

THE  LEGISLATIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  legislative 
department. 

aiENiriAL   lEiilONS. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  adoption  of 
the  second  section  of  the  report  as  amended. 

Mr.  »rENCEa  said,  that  very  few  members 
were  in  the  Hall,  but  that  there  were  mtire  in 
the  city,  and  he  moved  a  call  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 

A  call  was  ordered;  and 

The  roll  of  the  members  was  called. 

The  doorkeeper  was  then  sent  to  request  the 
attendance  of  abient  members. 

Whilst  the  doorkeeper  was  absent  on  his  ex- 
ploring expedition,  (the  Convention  not  being 
in  a  condition,ad  interim,  to  proceed  with  the  busi- 
ness before  it,)  a  long  and  desultory  debate  took 
place  on  several  points  of  order.  They  did  not 
result  in  any  formal  decision  made,  or  appeal 
taken — but  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  by 

Mr.  DiRicKioK,  as  to  the  construction  to  be 
given  to  that  portion  of  the  twenty-first  rule, 
which  provides  that  a  motion  to  reconsider,  be- 
ing once  put  and  lost,  **8hall  not  be  renewed, 
nor  shall  any  subject  be  a  second  time  reconsid- 
ered, witlioutthe  consent  of  the  Convention." 

The  President  intimated  his  opinion  to  be, 
that  the  words  *'without  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
vention," implied,  without  the  consent  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Convention.'* 

Mr.  Thomas  also  desired  the  opinion  of  the 
chair  upon  this  point,  whether,  if  the  second  sec- 
tion, as  amended,  should  be  rejected,  aiij  mem- 
ber might  move  to  insert  the  second  section  as  it 
would  btand  vUhout  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Spekcer. 

The  President  replied,  that,  if  the  section,  as 
amended,  should  be  rejected,  it  would  be  compe- 
tent for  the  Convention  to  entertain  another 
amendment,  but  that  the  cliair  could  not  deckle 
whether  the  amendment  would  be  in  order^  until 
its  precise  character  was  known. 


All  tliese  proceedings  had  reference  to  the  mo- 
tion of  which  Mr.  Dirickson  had  given  notice, 
to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Spencer  yesterday,  bjf  which 
the  question  of  annual  or  biennial  sesaioni  wu 
to  be  submitted  to  the  people. 

The  doorkeeper  was  still  out  on  his  cruise— 
when 

Mr.  Spencer  moved,  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  tlie  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

The  Convention  then  got  steerage-way  oo, 
once  mere; 

And  the  President  annoonced  the  recurring 
question,  to  be  on  the  adoptkm  of  the  second  sec- 
tion, as  amended. 

Mr.  Thomas  said: 

He  desired  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House, 
whether  it  will  sanction  this  section  as  it  hasnov 
been  amended.  If  the  House  should  be  dispos> 
ed  to  do  that,  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  it  had  been  amended  would  be  uselssL 
That  was  his  view.  He  had  but  few  woids  to 
say  in  opposition  to  the  section. 

He  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  coDfiietiof 
statements  of  the  state  of  the  public  seDtlmeBt  oo 
this  subject.  If  it  was  true  that  public  opinioa 
would  now  sanction  annual  sessions,  he  hid  act 
that  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact,  which  would 
induce  him  to  vote  against  their  already  eiptsis 
ed  opinion. 

No  man  had  a  higher  respect  for  public  senti- 
ment than  he  haj;  but  he  could  not  shape  hii 
course  here,  exclusively  with  a  view  to  IL  If  bs 
was  made  sensible  that  public  sentiment  required 
him  to  pursue  a  course  against  the  dictates  of  hit 
judgment,  tliat  might  drive  him  from  public  life, 
and  send  him  into  retirement  for  the  residue  of 
his  days,  but  it  could  never  induce  him  tofive 
a  vote  aeainst  the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  Such 
would  always  be  his  course.  When  befors  the 
people  for  election,  he  had  alwava  stated  bii 
opinions  with  all  candor  and  freedom,  and  hsd 
then  left  it  to  the  people  to  say  whether  thej 
would  elect  him  or  not.  But  when  the  election 
was  over,  and  ho  had  taken  his  seat  in  the  lens* 
lature,  he  would  then  have  information  to  iaiu- 
unce  his  course,  which  the  people  at  tlie  polk 
have  not,  and  which  he  had  not,  previous  to  bii 
election,  and  by  that  information  he  had  hereto- 
fore been,  and  would  now  be  governed.  With 
these  views,  he  desired  to  frame  a  Coosti- 
tution  himself,  and  not  to  tiansfer  that  work  to 
others. 

In  this  Convention,  we  arc  divided  into  two 
parties — not  whig  and  democratic,  but  into  re- 
formers and  anti-reformers.  There  are  men  ia 
this  body  who  were  always  opposed  lo  the  ides 
of  a  Convention,  and  who  m  the  legialatorB, 
voted  against  the  law  by  authority  of  which  thb 
Convention  was  called.  He  would  ask  of  ttbem 
whether  there  must  not  be  a  compromise  of  vievs 
that  we  may  stand  together  here,  to  make  a  Coo- 
stitution.  And  when  it  comes  to  be  subnutted 
to  the  people,  our  friends  must  be  indueed  to 
march  up  to  tlie  polls  in  an  unbroken  phalanx 
for  the  puxpose  of  sustaining  uain  ouraetkNi  io 
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tha  bodj.  It  was  his  ^at  object  to  produce 
harmonj  here,  and  final  action  on  e? ery  part  of 
the  CoMtitution. 

If  we  eannot  effect  any  thing  here  by  compro. 
mile,  the  result  will  be  to  send  the  Constitution 
to  the  people  at  the  polls  piece-meal.  If  we  take 
the  tense  of  the  people  on  this  one  article, 
be  feared  we  woulcl  follow  this  evil  exam- 
ple 00  other  parts  of  the  Constitution.  But  if 
we  will  take  the  proper  responsibility  by  finally 
deeidiog  the  question,  there  will  be  lesM  cauie  to 
fear  for  the  ultimate  result  of  our  deliberationii. 
He  illustrated  what  might  be  the  consequence 
•f  this  proposition  to  call  upon  the  people  to  do 
what  we  had  been  sent  here  to  aecomplish,  by 
referring  to  the  report  which  had  been  made  by 
a  magnanimous  representatire  of  one  of  the 
smailest  counties,  (Mr.  Lloyd,  from  Talbot.)  In 
that  report  it  was  proposed  to  give  to  the  city  of 
Baltimore  the  right  to  tend  IwcWe  members  to 
the  House  of  Delegates.  This  was  a  liberal  pro- 
poiitioD,  coming  from  a  small  county.  It  was 
Mi  than  he  would  be  willing  to  give  to  a  city 
of  whose  wealth  and  power  Marylandurs  ought 
■ot  to  be  jealous  or  envious,  but  proud.  This 
delegation  to  Baltimore,  ay  a  part  of  a  measure 
that  Is,  in  other  respects,  highly  beneficial  to  the 
leas  populous  counties,  may  be  sustained  by  their 
delegates  here  as  a  measure  of  compromise.   But 

Me  we  take  this  article  for  Baltimore  and 

lit  it  by  itaelfto  the  people,  and,  at  the  same 
J  submit  for  separate  action,  to  the  {leople, 
thai  part  of  this  same  report  which  proposes  to 
"'^  county  a  right  to  choose  one  member  of  the 
;  can  any  man  fail  to  foresee  the  conse- 
The  small  counties  would  voto  against 
)  of  the  Baltimore  delegation,  while 
the  luya  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore  would 
f€fm  against  giving  one  Senator  to  each  county, 
witfaoat  regard  to  their  representative  numbers. 
Aad  ID  thie  way,  both  articles  of  the  Constitution 
would  be  rejected.  Then,  as  to  the  Judiciary, 
if  the  Coavention  tliink  that  we  ou^rht  to  abolish 
Iho  life  teaure  of  tlie  judges  and  reduce  the  num- 
ber in  eonmission,  arc  we  to  incoruoratc  articles 
ID  the  Constitution  subject  separately  to  the  sane- 
tloD  of  the  popuUr  vote  ?  The  same  may  be  said 
It  to  every  article  in  the  Constitution.  If  we  are 
to  iaild  K  out  to  have  separate  votes  uih)Ii  each  of 
iti  pcorisions,  we  shall  only  make  confusion 
wane  oonfounded,  and  all  our  labors  will  be  of 
DO  pnUic  utility.  He  preferred  biennial  sessionH, 
bat  (alt  but  little  zeal  on  that  question  when  com- 
pared  with  that  which  he  avowed  against  this 
dirtraeting  proposition  to  call  upon  the  people  to 
do  that  whwh  we  were  chosen  to  perform. 

Mr.  JoBir  NswcsMKa  remarking,  that  enough 
had  been  said,  and  that  he  hoped  that  tlic  Con- 
vwthNi  would  second  the  motion  he  was  about 
to  sake,  demanded  tlie  prev  ious  cjuestion. 

And  oo  the  question  behig  put,  "will  (he  Con- 
fMrtioQ  second  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
lioD?" 

No  quoram  voted. 

Mr.  CiiAMBtas,  of  Kent,  called  for  tlic  yeas 
Mod  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
And  the  question  was  again  put,  "will  the  Con- 
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rention  necond  the  demand  for  the  previous  qup»- 
tion,*'  and  was  decided  in  the  nrp;ativc,  as  fol- 
lows: 

•Iffirmative  —  Messrs.  Dalrymple,  Buchanan, 
Welch,  Dickinson.  Phelps,  Hearn,  Annan.  Sti*- 
phenson.Nelson,  Schley,  Fiery,  Ncill,John  New- 
comer, Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Brewer, 
Parke  and  Cockey-*l8. 

Megative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, Kicaud,  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Don- 
aldMon,  Dorscy,  Wells,  Kent,  Merrick,  Howard, 
Ridgoly,  Ll<i)d,  Shcrwoini.of  Talbot,  John  Den- 
nis,  Williams,  llirkf,  Hudson,    Millitr,    Tuck, 
Sprigg,  Bowling,  Spencer,  George,  Wright,  Di- 
rickson,  Jacob!»,Thonias,  Shriver,  Gaithcr,Uisrr, 
I  Mcllcnry,  Carter,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Prcsst- 
'  man.  Ware,  Waters.    Ani!«rs»)ii,  Weber,  Holly - 
!  day,  Fil/patrick,   Smitli,  Sliower  and   Brown 
—44. 

So  there  wus  not  a  second. 
The  question  then  again  recurred  on  the  adop* 
tion  of  tlic  bceond  sectiuii,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Spencfr  said  the  object  at  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Frcdorirk,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  aimed 
was  the  defeat  of  this  section.     Iu!»ome  of  the 
vifcWR  thrown  out  by  the  geiiiiem;)n,  he,  [Mr.S..] 
enliroly  iicrordcd;  •mu\    the   proceedings  of  this 
day  liear  testimony,  that  the  sentiment  is  not  pi;- 
cuiiar  with  the  gentleman  fn)m  Frederick — that 
he  Ls  operated  upon  by  high  and  elevated  princi- 
ples, rising  above  the   reach  of  party  influences. 
The  gentleman  from  Frederick  must  be  satisfied, 
that  there  are  other  members  of  this  body  who 
are  actuated   by  principles   equally  high.    The 
man  who  looks  not  beyond  the  sphere  of  selfish 
or  party  considerations,  is  undeserving  of  a  seat 
in  this  body.     Wo  should  all  satisfy  ourselves, 
that  tlio  object  we  have  in  view   is  one   which 
must  be  promotive  of  the  public  welfare,  and 
then  march  boldly  to  it.     lie  agreed  also  with 
the  gentleman    from  Fredcriek,    that    the    le- 
formers  in  this  IkmIv  ought  to  act  in  union.     But 
when  reformers  differ  among   themselves,  as   to 
the  provisions  which  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the 
CouKtitution,  where  is  to  be  the  point  of  compro- 
mise ?     Who  is  to  lead  in  the  attempt  to  reconcile 
these  diH'erunccs  of  opinion.'    Every  man   must 
stand  on  his  own  principles.  Ho  was  one  of  those 
who  knew  no  leader.     He  could  not  abandon  the 
principles  he  had  adopted   from  a  conviction  of 
their  correctness.  There  are  manj  who  consider 
biennial  elections   as  the  proper  principle;  while 
there  are  others  who  contend  for  annual  «essions; 
but  he  was  willing,  in  a  spirit  of  compromise,  to 
make  some  concession  to  tho^e  who  thought  dif- 
ferently;  and,  therefon*,  he  had  otfered  various 
propositions.    The  gentleman  from  Frederick, 
and  his  frieinN,  have  taken  a  fixed  stand  against 
all   compromise,  while  w«-   who  are   willing  to 
compromise,  li.ive  been   <lriven  by  the  course  of 
the  gentleman  from   Frctlerick,  and  his  friends, 
to  taKC  a  separate  vote  on  this  question  at  the 
polls.    It  appears,  therefore,  that  there  are  divi- 
sions among  us  all  round.    Some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished members  of  reform,  and  of  the  whig 
party,  are  in  favor  of  biennial  sessions,   white 
some  of  the  members  of  the  reform,  as  well  as 
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the  whig  parly,  are  in  favor  of  annual  seasions. 
This  was  one  of  the  questionfi  which  was  not  agi- 
tated before  the  people.  When  things  are  in  this 
condition,  and  tnese  conflicting  opinions  cannot 
be  reconciled,  is  it  net  prudent  to  submit  the 
question  for  a  separate  vote  of  the  people  r  £very 
gentleman  here  knows  the  sentiment  of  his  con- 
stituents on  the  subject  of  representation.  Why 
then  hhould  the  question  of  representation  be  sub- 
mitted separately  ?  He  concluded  with  saying 
that  he  is  not  wedded  to  this  proposition.  If  a 
proposition  should  be  made  for  the  Legislature  to 
meet  annually  for  the  next  three  years  he  would 
prefer  it. 

Mr.  DiRicKsoM  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
adoption  of  the  second  section  as  amended — 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Dorset  moved  to  amend  the  section,  as 
anended.  by  striking  out  the  words  "general 
•lection.^* 

Mr  D.  thought  that  the  language,  as  it  now 
itood,  was  va^ue  and  uncertain,  and  that  the 
amendment  would  make  it  more  definite. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  again  recurred,  and  was  ta- 
ken, on  the  adoption  of  the  section  as  amended, 
and  the  result  was  as  follows  : 

JIffirmative — Messrs.  Morgan,  Donaldson,  Dor- 
sey,  Wells,  Kent,  Merrick,  Buchanan,  Welsh, 
Chambers  of  Cecil,  Miller,  Tuck,  Sprigg,  Spen- 
cer, George,  Wright,  Sbriver,  Biser,  Stephenson, 
McHenry,  Nelson,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Presst- 
man,  Ware,  Brewer,  Anderson,  Weber,  Holly- 
day,  Fitzpa trick,  Cockey,  Parke,  Shower,  and 
Brown— 32. 

Jfegtttive — Messrs.  Chapman.  President,  Ri- 
caud,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Dalrymple, 
Howard,  Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood 
of  Talbot,  John  Dennis,  Williams,  Hicks,  Hod- 
son,  Phelps,  Bowling,  Dirickson,  Hearn,  Jacobs, 
Thomas,  Gaither,  Annan,  Carter,  Schley,  Fiery, 
Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  New- 
comer, Waters  and  Smith — 31. 

So  the  second  section,  as  amended,  was  adopt- 
ed. 

And  thereupon  the  Convention  adjourned  until 
Monday  morning. 


MONDAY,  February  17th,  185L 

The  Convention  met  at  eleven  o^clock. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grif- 
fith. 

The  roll  was  called;  and,  after  some  time,  a 
quotum  being  present, 

The  journal  of  Saturday,  (with  the  exception 
of  reports,  the  reading  of  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  lirown,  was  dispensed  with,)  was  read  and 
approred. 


Mr.  Wells,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
accounts,  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  accounts  respectfully  report 
that  they  have  examined  and  passed  the  accouot 
of  Hay  ward,  Bartlett  &  Co.,  for  repairs,  to  the 
furnace,  herewith  filed,  and  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution : 

G.  Wells,  CAtftrmcn. 

Resolvtdf  That  the  President  of  this  Conven- 
tion, draw  on  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of  Hay- 
wood, Bartlett  &  Co.,  for  one  hundred  apd  for^- 
siz  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Hakbine  moved  that  the  ConTention  pro- 
ceed to  the  order  of  the  day,  but  waived  the  mo- 
tion at  the  request  of  Mr.  Sollers. 

THE  contention  AND  ITS  BUSDTBSS. 

Mr.  SoLLERB  said  he  had  risen  for  the  purposs 
of  making  a  motion,  which  perhaps  would  come 
with  better  grace  from  another  member  of  the 
Convention,  than  from  himself.  He  proposed 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  consider  the  rules  of  the  Convention,  and  to 
report  such  Rlterations  and  amendments  as,  in 
their  opinion,  would  facilitate  the  business  of  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  GwiNN.    I  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  SoLLERs  continued.  He  had  hitherto  taken 
occasion,  he  said,  to  refer  to  the  jarring  and  diseor- 
dant  elements  of  which  this  Convention  was  eon- 
posed,  and  to  state  that  thev  were  such  as  to  pre- 
vent any  human  being  predicting  when  it  wooM 
be  possible  for  it  to  adjourn.    No  programme  of 
settled  principles,  upon  which  this  body  shottU 
base  its  action,  had   been  discussed   before  the 
people;  and  gentlemen  had  met  here  without 
knowing  what  the  people  wanted,  or  what  they 
wanted  themselves.     What  had  been  the  conse- 
quence ?    The  Convention  was  afflicted  with  that 
curse  which,  in  olden  times,  had  been  visited  up- 
on a  rebellious  people,  who  attempted  to  build  a 
tower  which  should  reach  to  heaven — a  confinioD 
of  tongues.    For  his  own  p&rt^  he  was  opposed 
to  nearly  all  the  reforms,  which  were  contem- 
plated by  this  Convention,  yet  he  felt  that  some- 
thing was  due  to  the  wishes  and  the  interests  oT 
a  disappointed  and  indignant  people.  Well  might 
they  exclaim,  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  on- 
tor,  "quousque  tandem  abutere  patientia  nostra?" 
From  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  other,  a  dissat- 
isfied feeling  pervaded  the  public  mind,  in  re- 
gard to  the  condition  of  the  business  of  this  Con- 
vention.   They  had  been  three   months  in  ses- 
sion, and  were  but  just  upon  the  threshold  of  the 
business  for  which  they  had  assembled.    AU  the 
difficult  and  intricate  questions  claiming  the  at- 
tention of  the  Convention,  yet  remained  to  be  dis- 
cussed.   There  was  a  defect  somewhere.  It  was 
evident  that  there  was  too  much  speaking.  There 
lay  the  difficulty,  and  his  object  was  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed   to  revise  the  rules, 
with  a  view  to  obviate  that  difficulty. 

He  tHbught  that  if  a  rule  was  adopted  providing 
that,  if  any  subject  should  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  the  debate  ^otild  terminate 
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at  a  fixed  period,  the  business  of  the  Convention  | 
might  be  uciliUted.  After  it  was  reported  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  or  perhaps  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  after  the  general  debate  had 
tenninaled,  it  might  be  desirable  to  allow  fire 
ninutet,  or  perhaps  a  still  less  time,  for  ex- 
planation of  amendments.  Other  changes  of  the 
rule,  not  requisite  to  be  mentioned  here,  might 
abo  be  fopnd  advisable  and  proper. 

He  had  made  this  movement  from  the  sincerest 
motirea'and  the  kindest  feelings.    Especially  had  : 
he  made  it  from  «notiTes  of  charity  to  the  reform  i 
party  in  this  Conrention,  who  were  bringing  up-  ■ 
on  themeelfes  a  tremendous  responsibility,  and 
heaping  coals  of  fire  upon  their  own  heads.    Up-  j 
on  them  the  people  would  visit  the  consequences 
of  the  state  of  things  which  now  existed  in  this  • 
ConTention. 

He  had  only  to  request  that  if  the  committee 
should  be  appointed,  the  President  would  not 
place  him,  (Mr.  S.,)  upon  it. 

Bfr.  Gwunr  said : 

ThMt  he  would  gladly  support  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Calvert,  or  any  motion  which 
would  faellitate  the  business  of  the  Convention. 
In  the  abeence  of  other  means  he  would  himself 
move,  before  long,  to  fix  a  day  for  the  adjouro- 
ment  of  the  Convention,  distant  enough  to  ensure 
a  full  consideration  of  all  the  business  which  it 
was  assembled  to  perform,  and  yet  sufficiently 
near  to  make  all  absentees  sensible  of  the  neces- 
aitv  of  their  attendance. 

Mach  had  been  said  in  relation  to  the  diligence 
of  thia  Convention.  He  did  not  intend  to  detract 
from  its  merits,  whatever  they  might  be,  but  it 
waa  certain  that  it  afforded  evidences  of  a  longer 
■amion,  ihan  an v  body  which  had  ever  atsembled 
in  anj  one  of  the  several  States,  which  had  re- 
aorted  to  the  same  means  of  reforming  their 
Conetitation.  Our  duties  and  our  labors,  dignify 
them  as  we  may,  stand  in  no  higher  place  than 
those  which  other  Conventions  have  performed. 

He  confessed  that  he  was  anxious  to  bring  the 
kbora  of  this  Convention  to  a  close.  When  a 
member  of  the  last  Legislature,  he  had  support- 
ed the  bill  under  which  it  was  organised.  He 
did  not  do  this  because  he  considered  it  just,  or 
eqoitable,  in  all  its  parts, — hut  for  the  reason  that 
the  reform  party  or  the  whole  Slate  had  commit- 
ted itself  to  bills  as  unequal  in  their  character, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  movement,  to  the  day 
of  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  question.  He  was 
tbeo  hopeful,  that,  unequal  as  the  representation 
waa,  foil  justice  would  be  done  to  all  sections  of 
the  State.  In  the  Legislature,  w  ith  such  inequali- 
ty, little  could  be  expected.  It  was  composed 
enieflj  of  young  men,  who,  properly  enough, 
were  unwilling  to  assume  the  direction  of  pub- 
lic opinion  in  the  sections  of  the  State,  whicii 
they  represented.  The  Ley^islature,  in  general, 
is  but  toe  mdex  of  the  public  feeling;  and  must 
have  attained  extraordinary  developement  before 
a  body,  su  constituted,  will  obey  its  impulse. 
But  it  was  supposed  that  this  Convention,  made 
up  of  men  distinguished  for  long  and  honorable 
service  to  the  State  Government,  and  from  their 
position  and  ability,  entitled  to   direct  public 


opinion,  would  be  prepared  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  oversleeping  the  narrow  limits  or 
present  interest,  and  would  provide,  with  a  wise 
foresight,  for  such  a  settlement  of  this  vexed 
question,  as  would  ensure  future  tranouility  in 
the  whole  State.  Ho  confessed  that  he  bad  been 
disappointed — deeply  and  bitterly  disappoint- 
ed— but  he  was  not  less  anxious  to  bnng  the 
labors  of  the  body  to  a  ^esdy  and  ^ober  condu- 
it would  be,  after  all,  but  the  making  of 
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sion. 

the  first  step;  a  small  step,  it  miglit  chance  to 
be— but  it  would  be  the  beginning  of  a  progress, 
which  should  end  only  in  the  attainment  of  full 
aad  substantial  justice. 

The  Paasioas'T,  (to  Mr.  Sollera.)  Does  the 
gentleman  designate  any  number  of  whioli  the 
committee  shall  be  composed  ? 

Mr.  SoLLaas  said  he  would  submit  that  point 
to  the  judgment  uf  the  Chair. 

Mr  SoLLERs  then  took  the  floor,  and  disclaim- 
ed any  intention  to  detract  from  the  character  of 
the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Gwinn,) 
or  of  any  of  that  delegation,  but  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  confusion  of  tongues  of  whi<;h 
he,  (Mr.  S.,)  had  spoken,  had  been  created  in  a 
great  degree  by  that  delegation,  owing  to  the 
amount  of  talking  which  they  had  done. 

Mr.  Gwinn.  The  gentlemen  must  remember 
that  we  are  entitled  to  one  third  of  the  talking. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  SoLLERS.  Tou  are  entitled  to  it,  and  you 
have  done  it.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  believed  the  Conven- 
tion would  bear  him  witness  that  he  had  talked 
but  little  hitherto,  and,  for  himself,  he  could 

f  remise,  that  he  should  talk  still  less  hereafter, 
am  gratified,  (continued  Mr.  B.,)  at  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Calvert,  (Mr.  Sel- 
lers )  It  meets  my  hearty  approbation.  But  I 
think  that  the  gentlemen  will  perceive  that  some 
injustice  has  been  done,  which,  if  report  speaks 
truly  of  him,  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  oo. 

Some  time  ago  the  proceedings  of  this  Conven- 
tion were  spoken  of  as  being  dilatory  elsewhere, 
and  sometimes  here.  I  am  free  to  confess,  that 
the  progress  of  business  has  been  protracted  and 
slow.  Nevertheless,  I  t>elieve  that  there  are  men 
here,  who,  from  first  to  last,  have  been  influ- 
enced by  the  sincerest  and  most  conscientious  de- 
sire to  discharge  their  legitimate  duties.  And  I 
say  to  my  friend  from  Calvert,  (Mr.  Soller^,) 
i  that,  so  far  as  the  standing  committees  are 
!  concerned,  every  one  of  them  has  made  its  re- 
ports. These  reports  are  before  the  Convention  ; 
are  about  to  be  taken  up  ;^  and  alihough  we 
are  just  now,  as  the  gentlemun  has  observed,  only 
on  the  threshold  of  ihe  debale  ;  still  the  work  is 
I  all  cut  out,  and  is  here.  Let  us  do  it.  1,  for  one, 
am  ready. 

I  had  occasion  some  time  ago,  in  an  incidental 
debale  here,  to  refer  to  the  labor  which  had 
been  performed  by  the  committees  of  this  body, 
and  to  shew  that  the  last  of  all  complaints  which 
could  justly  be  made  against  them,  was  that  they 
had  been  neglectful  of  their  duty,  or  slow  in  its 
discharge.  The  results  of  V5\tvc  \^>aaw  "»x^  w^n« 
before  us,  and  \  beV\e>e  \X\a\.\^  vVv«k  ^lovs^vSxwi  ^S. 
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my  friend  from  CaWert,  (Mr.  SjIlersO  prevails, 
wetball  do  more  work  within  the  next  five 
weeks,  so  far  as  the  perfecting  of  measures  is 
concerned,  than  we  have  done  in  the  whole  an- 
tecedent period  of  our  fleRsion.  But  I  concur 
entirely  in  opinion  with  him,  that  we  must  put 
a  stop  to  this  everla<«ting  propensity  to  talk.  Aud 
to  accomplish  that  objeci,  some  uniform  rule  will 
be  required. 

If  one  gentleman  indulges  in  remarks,  another 
must  have  the  privilege  of  reply,  and  thus  in- 
stead of  closing  our  labors  by  the  first  of  April, 
(kfter  which  period,  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
quorum  of  this  body  can  be  kept  together,)  we 
shall  not  terminate  them  until  September.  least 
reflections  upon  the  course  of  no  man,  but  I 
have  a  right  to  vindicate  my  own. 

During  tiie  three  and  a  half  months  that  have 
elapsed  since  the  meeting  of  this*  Convention,  1 
have  been  absent  from  my  ^eat  only  two  days. 
I  am  here  at  my  post  now  and  at  all  times,  ready 
and  anxious  to  discharge  the  duties  which  have 
been  entrusted  to  my  hands.  So  far  as  my  per- 
sonal wishes  or  inierests  are  roncerned,  the  bus- 
iness of  this  Convention  cannot  be  disposed  of 
too* soon.  I  will  vote  for  every  fair  and  reason- 
able propoeition  which  has  that  most  desirable 
consummation  in  view. 

Mr.  John  Dkknis  said: 

That  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  order  of  the  day 
for  ijrentlemen  to  give  their  experience,  il  might 
not  perhaps  be  considered  inappropriate  in  him' 
to  say  a  verf  few  words  on  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration.  The  Convention  would 
bear  him  witness  that  he  had  obtruded  himself 
but  little  on  its  attention — whether,  because  his 
natural  temperament  was  such,  that  he  was  not 
troubled  so  much  as  some  gentlemen,  with  that 
raging  disease  known  as  the  cactrlhes  laquendi, 
or  whether  becaune  he  did  not  fed  himself  as 
competent  to  participate  in  public  discussions  as 
others,  it  was  not  for  him  to  say.  But  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session  until  the  present 
lime,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  interval  after 
the  tecess,  he  had  been  in  his  scat. 

It  had  pleased  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
presides  over  thf)  deliberations  of  this  asaembly, 
with  so  much  dignity,  ability  and  credit  to  him- 
self, to  appoint  him  upon  four  very  important 
committees — to  wit:  The  committee  of  twenty- 
one,  composed  of  a  member  from  each  county, 
and  the  city  of  Baltimore — tli6  committee  on 
qualifications  of  members  to  seats— the  commit- 
tee on  the  apportionment  of  representation — and 
the  committee  of  twenty-one  called  the  union 
committee. 

I  believe,  (continued  Mr.  D  ,)  that  during  the 
sittings  of  thc«e  conimitlets,  night  or  day,  I  nave 
been  absent  but  once.  I  am,  ttierefore,  respon- 
sible for  none  of  the  impediments  or  delays  wnich 
have  attended  the  transaction  of  the  business 
for  which  we  a?semblcd.  In  May  last,  when 
the  subject  of  this  Convention  was  mooted,  I,  in 
the  exercise  of  my  privilege,  voted  against  tlie 
call;  not  that  I  did  not  think  there  might  be  some 
improvements  made  in  the  Constitution,  but  be- 
cause ]  doubted  the  propriety  and  expediency  otl 


this  mode  of  tetioD,  tnd,  beeauae,  from  the  little 
experience  which  I  had  had  In  the  cotine  of 
twenty  years,  i  feared  the  result  would  be  pretty 
much  that,  which  surrounding  evoDts  tndctreum- 
Btances  now  foreshadow. 
During  the  Itit  fall ,  I  took  the  ground  before  the 
people  that  no  man  could  estimate  what  the  cost 
of  this  Convention  would  be.  It  was  said  that 
it  would  be  some  sixty  thousand  dollars.  My 
answer  was,  that  it  might  cost  that»  aun— 
or  it  might  cost  one  hundred  thoiiaend  dol- 
lara— or  that,  for  augrbt  that  oould  then  be 
foretold,  it  might  cost  two  hundred  thouaaed 
dollars.  1  knew  we  might  anticipate  that  some 
long-winded  gentlemen  would  be  returned  to  this 
body,  whose  love  of  speaking,  growing  by  what  it 
fed  on,  would  render  it  impossible  to  tell  how 
long  we  might  remain  here,  or  what  the  eosi 
might  ultimately  be.  Although  no  prophet,  nor 
the  son  of  a  prophet,  it  seems  that  these  antici- 
pations are  likely  to  be  realized.  The  wade  un- 
Dounded  prospect  lies  before  us— but  shadows, 
clouds  and  darkness  rest  upon  it. 

We  are  here  in  chaos,  and  when  we  are  ever 
to  emerge  from  the  darkness  that  envelopes  us, 
into  the  light  of  day—the  powers  above  alooeean 
tell. 

I  knew  or  thought  I  knew,  that  this  task  of 
makings  Constitution  would  prove  more  difi* 
cult  in  its  execution,  than  was  drearopt  of  in  the 
philosophy  of  those  whose  vision  is  bounded  bf 
the  political  horizon  of  twenty-four  hours.  In- 
stead of  finding  it  a  work  of  such  easy  ezeeutkia, 
it  is  now  discovered  it  may  not  inaptly  be  eoD- 
pared  to  the  labor  of  Sisyphus. 

I  told  my  people  that  I  preferred  they  would 
select  another  delegate  in  my  place;  but  when 
they  insisted  that  I  should  represent  them  here, 
1  told  them  of  all  the  difficulties  by  which  wt 
should  be  met.  1  told  them  that  the  duration 
of  the  session  would  be  far  beyond  any  calcufai- 
tion  of  theirs,  or  any  reasonable  expectation  of 
my  own,  and  that  it  might  become  requisite  for 
me  to  return  to  my  home. 

I  shall  vote  with  all  my  heart  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Calvert,  (Mr. 
Sellers,)  or  of  any  other  that  is  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  beneficial  results. 

It  is  high  time  that  something  should  be  done. 
If  something  is  not  done,  we  may  go  on  ed  infmir 
turn,  and  never  bring  our  labors  to  a  dose.  Let 
us  stop  debate,  and  go  to  work. 

Mr.  Morgan  said,  that  he  should,  with  plea- 
sure, support  the  proposition  of  his  friend  from 
Calvert,  (Mr.  Sellers,)  but  declared,  in  advance, 
that  be  would  not  vote  for  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Gwinn.) 
The  Convention,  (continued  Mr.  M.)  will  bear 
me  out  in  the  assertion,  that  I  am  not  one  of  those 
at  whose  door  can  rest  the  charge  of  having  in- 
terrupted or  impeded  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention,  by  offering  propositions  which  have 
led  to  debate,  or  by  debating  such  propositions 
myself.  And  I  must  say  to  my  friend  from  Bal- 
timore city,  (Mr.  Gwinn,)  that  the  motion  of 
which  he  has  given  notice,  comes  with  no  very 
good  grace  from  him.  For,  I  think  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tbe  Convention  will  show  that  most 


if  tba  prapcwitiom  whkh  h*TB  iti\ijti  id  ■clion 
lave  emuimted  from  the  quartir  from  which  tbis 
notio  I  i*  to  come  ta-morrow. 

Mr.  GiTtHH.    FrommT»elf? 

Mr.  HoBaAK.  No— but  from  the  quirter  or 
ihe  Statn  from  which  Ihii  mation  is  tu  coma  lo- 
norrow.  I  do  not  iatend  to  iut,  thai  Iha  gen- 
JJunin  hu  interrupted  or  impedeil  the  progreas 
if  tbe  public  huiineu.  Kut  what  doet  the  gen- 
lleman  bow  mj?  He  declares,  in  Ihn  pre.-ance 
if  thb  bodj,  that  if  be  had  Icnowa  what  would 
lM*e  bean  the  result  of  our  proceeding*,  hii  right 
■m  tboulil  baTO  wilhered  before  he  iroald  line 
rated,  u  amsmber  of  the  Leglilalnre,  for  tlie 
Mil  which  authorised  the  call  of  this  ConTention. 
9ir,  don  tba  ganlleman  intend  to  iijr  that  any 
nM  of  tba  propoijtiona  which  have  been  min- 
taiMd  faera  ware  spoken  of  in  the  LegiilBdire  ? 
Did  tlw  gantleman  eTcr  hear  the  qiieition  of  re- 
linawitilion  talked  of  when  the  bill  was  under' 
eoBiMeration?  Gentleman  were  trry  cautioui  > 
npoa  that  quMtion,  until  after  the  passage  of  the  i 
biU— and  jet  Ihe  gsntleman  corner  here  and  tell<  i 
in  that  hi*  right  arm  should  wither  hj  his  side 
befoi*  he  would  hare  voted  for  il,  if  he  had  i 
known  what  now  he  knows. 

Ererr  bod;  knows  that  certain  propositions  i 
hare  baM  brought  in  here  from  Battitaore  cilj,  I 
wkinh  ban  been  dsfeated;  and  now,  becauae,  | 
aa  1  lUppoM,  the;  were  not  decided  as  he  and  his 
coMtttiMDti  deaired  that  they  should  be,  he  rises  I 
m  bk  pUee  and  propoKs  to  put  an  end  to  this 
CaMMoUon.  1  cannot  ijiopalbise  with  him  in 
Mdi  a  purpoM.  1  tell  m;  tViends  here  that  the 
people  of  IM  Stale  of  MarTland.  beyond  Ihe  lim- 
lU  of  the  eitT  of  Balliraore ,  desire  that  a  Conrii- 
totiaa  abouldbe  foimeil^and  tliat  jf  the  Totes  and 
praeeadingi  which  maj  be  recorded  here  should  i 

of  that  city,  thej  maj  be  in  accordance  with  the  ' 
vJawBorihapeopleof  thetesloftbeStite.  And  j 
for  Umt  reason,  1  shall  vote  against  any  motion  ' 
to  bring  Ihe  teaiion  of  this  IkhIj  to  an  abrupt  or 
pcamaUire  termination.  The  most  imp«itanl 
miaiuiM  before  us  have  yet  to  be  acted  upon, 
and  I  balicTe  that  the  confirmation  by  the  people 
of  what  we  may  do  here,  depends  upun  the  reiult 
ofibeaenwaiures. 

I  have  beard  much  of  the  dilatory  proceedings 
of  Iha  Conrention.  1  have  seen  the  charge  in 
'■kenewapuen  and  elsewhere.  But  look  at  the 
coodMan  M  things.  No  State  in  ilie  Union  cac 
be  eilad  ai  an  example  for  our  own.  A  Conveu' 
tioa  aMemblad  in  any  other  State,  under  circutn^ 
•taoee^  similar  to  those  hy  which  we  are  sur- 
roanded,  woold  bavn  been  placed  in  the  same 
diSeuIty.  The  condition  of  our  people  is  differ- 
ent  from  that  of  the  people  of  any  other  State. 

In  one  section  of  the  Stale,  we  hare  a  largt 
■laTe  interat,  and  in  another  section  an  anti-sla~ 
>er7  feeling.  We  bare  a  la[^ccily  In  our  midst, 
wilb  an  oierwhelmtng  population,  elaiming  re- 
prewntatton  according  tu  numbers,  and  with  the 
coUDties  in  opponition  tu  II.  IVe  have  a  commer- 
cial and  agriculLurol  interest,  and  all  tlicac  inter- 
e«s  conflicting  with  each  ollici.  And,  to  crowu 
all,  we  hare  an  irganic  law  that  bai  remainul 
nsenlially  oncbtuiged  for  seventy  years ;  so  Uial 


wa  ban  now  to  engnfl  opon  il  all  the  modiSet- 
(ions  and  iraprovemenU,  which,  throufh  this  long 
lapse  of  years,  have  been  developed  in  the  science 
jf  human  government.  All  these  delicate  and 
itScult  questions  have  now  lobe  settled  by  ua, 
IS  the  people  or  other  Stales,  through  their  Con> 
rentinni,  have  already  sellled  Ihem.  I  cannot, 
iherefnie,  concur  in  the  opinion  any  where  es< 
pressed,  that  wc  have  been  liete    doing   nothing. 

If  we  now  go  earnestly  lo  work— if  we  attend 
to  the  husines]  belore  us,  and  deliberate  calmly 
ind  wisely  upon  it,  the  people,  instead  of  con- 
fault  with  tha  lime  wo  have  spent,'  will  igreet, 
with  their  approbalion  and  applauaa,  the  Consli- 
tution  which  we  may  submit  lo  them. 

1  shall,  therefore,  vote  againnl  iha  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  cily,  (Mr.  Uwinu,) 
but  in  favor  of  every  proix>«ilioo  calculated 
lo  expedite  the  transaction  of  the   public  busi- 


,  Met 


was  ordered  lo  ba  appointed. 

The  Chair  nominates  as  the 

i.  Spkicu,  McLaHa,  Ricacc, 


Mr.   McLiHE  asked   to   be  excused   on  the 

ground  of  feeble  heal  lb. 
The  Convention  exeuseil  Mr.  McLihie, 
And  the  Prisideht  appointed  Mr.  BaowM  in 

hit  stead. 
Mr.  SpaisR   asked   lo  be  excused,   upon   Ihe 

ground  of  his  imperfect  acquaintance  with  par- 
liamentary practice. 
The  Convention  excused  Mr.  Sraico, 
And  Mr.  Johm  Uauxis  was  appointoil  by  Iho 

Presidimt  in  his  place- 
Mr.  Dehmis  asked  lo  be  excused  from  service, 

on  the  ground  thai  he  had  already  been  appointed 

a  member  of  four  committees. 
Mr.  D.  was  excused. 
The  Presideit  then  »id  that  the  House  bein^ 

vcrjtbin,   the   Chair  would  lake  further  Kme  lo 

complete  the  committee.      - 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hiaame,  the  Convention 

proceeded  lo  the  orders  of  the  day. 

1'  The  Convention  resumed  tlie  consideration  of 
I  the  unfinished  businen,  being  the  report  of  the 

committee  on  Iho  legislative  department. 
[  The  third  section  was  read,  as  follows  : 
I      'Set.  3.  The  first  election   for  Senators  and 

Delegates  shall  take  place  on  the  first  Wednel- 
!  day  of  October,  etgliiecn  hundred  and  filly-one, 
'  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  second  year  forever 

thereafter,  Iho  eceral  elections   for   Uelegalea, 

and  for  one  half  of  Dio  ijenatore,  as  nearly  aa 
I  pfaeticable,  »hall  bo  held." 

Mr.  DoRSEV  moved  lo  amend  the   seelion  by 

striking  out  the  word  "general,"   in  the  Uiuil. 
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Mr.  FisRT  moved  further  to  amend  said  sec- 
tioDy  by  striking  out  in  the  second  line  the  word 
*'first/'  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  **«econd." 

Mr.  F.  said,  this  change  would  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Sellman  desired  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
**first  Wednesday  of  October/'  and  insert  **the 
second  Monday  of  August." 

Mr.  Showcr  called  for  a  dirision  of  the  ques- 
tion, (on  the  motion  to  strike  out,)  which  was 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out. 

But  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Brown  said,  he  was  satisfied  that  a  quo- 
rum was  in  the  city,  and  he  would,  therefore, 
move  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  Convention. 

But,  by  general  consent,  the  question  was 
again  taken,  and  a  quorum  having  voted,  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jacobs  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
the  first  Monday  in  November. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  the  part  of 
Messrs.  Dirickson,  Spencer  and  Dorbey, 

When  the  question  was  taken,  first  on  insert- 
ing the  most  aistant  day,  (i.  e.  the  first  Monday 
in  rfovember,)  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  section  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Donaldson  ofiered  the  following  substi- 
tute for  the  third  section,  as  amended: 

Section  3rd.  *'The  first  election  for  Delegates 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
1851,  and  the  Delegates  then  chosen  shall  hold 
their  seats  for  the  term  of  one  year  only,  the  Sen- 
ators heretofore  elected,  shall  hold  their  seats 
until  the  first  Monday  of  November,  1852,  when 
an  election  shall  be  held  for  Senators  and  Dele- 
gates; and  thereafter,  on  the  same  day  in  every 
alternate  year,  an  election  shall  be  held  for  Dele- 
gates, and  for  one  half  of  the  Senators  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  unless  in  accordance  with  the  preced- 
ing sections,  the  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the 
annual  election  of  Delegates.^* 

But  on  a  suggestion  by  Mr.  Dirickson, 

Mr.  Donaldson  waiVed  it  for  the  present. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  report  was  then  read 
as  follows: 

*^ Section  A-  Immediately  after  the  Senate  shall 
have  convened  after  the  nrst  election  under  this 
Constitution,  the  Senators  shall  be  divided  by 
lot,  into  two  classes,  as  nearly  in  number  as  may 
be.  The  Senators  of  the  first  class,  shall  go  out 
of  office  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  and  Sen- 
ators shall  be  elected  on  the  first  Wednesday  of 
October,  1853,  for  the  term  of  four  years,  to  sup- 
ply their  places;  so  that,  after  the  first  election, 
onC'half  of  the  Senators  may  be  chosen  every 
second  year.  In  case  the  number  of  Senators  be 
hereafter  increased,  such  classification  of  the 
additional  Senators,  shall  be  made  as  to  preserve 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  m  each 


Mr.  Dorset  moved  to  strike  oat  the  first  Wed- 
nesday, so  as  to  make  it  conform  with  the  provi- 
sion  of  section  three. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  section,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  fifth  section  was  then  read  as  follows : 

** Section  5.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January,  1852,  and  on 
the  same  day  in  every  year,  for  ever  thereafter, 
and  at  no  other  time,  unless  convened  by  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  Governor,  who  shall  have 
power  to  convene  the  same  whenever  he  may 
deem  it  expedient  and  proper.** 

Mr.  Spencer  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  tod 
sixth  sections  and  insert  as  follows: 

**The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  on  the  first 
Wednesday  next,  after  the  first  Monday  of  Jamh 
ary,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two,  and  oo  the 
same  day  in  the  next  year  thereafter,  to  be  namsd 
and  fixed  by  the  Legislature,  but  all  subsequent 
sessions  shall  be  biennial,  and  commence  on  the 
first  Wednesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and  on 
the  same  day  in  each  alternate  year  thereaftaTf 
and  at  no  other  time,  unless  convened  by  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  Governor,  who  shall  have 
power  to  convene  the  same,  whenever  he  may 
deem  it  expedient  and  proper,  and  all  subaeqneot 
regular  biennial  sessions  or  the  General  Assen- 
bly,  shall  be  closed  on  the  tenth  day  of  Mareh 
next  ensuing  the  term  of  their  commeDcemeot, 
unless  the  same  shall  be  closed  at  an  earlier  day 
by  the  agreement  of  the  two  Houses.'* 

Mr.  Spencer  said,  that  in  this  fbrm,  the  see- 
tion  would  so  read  as  to  secure  three  annual  ses> 
sions.  If,  therefore,  it  was  agreed  to  in  this 
form,  he  would  be  willing  to  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  be  pro- 
posed on  Saturday,  was  embodied  in  the  seeood 
section,  so  as  to  make  that  section  a  simple  dec- 
laration that  the  sessions  shall  be  biennial. 

Mr.  Chambers  suggested,  that  it  would  be 
belter  to  make  the  time  the  first  Wednesday  af- 
terthe  first  day  of  January.  A  great  many  per- 
sons would  find  it  inconvenient  to  leave  tiisir 
homes  on  the  first  day  of  January.  He  wished 
to  make  another  suggestion  while  he  was  on  the 
floor.  The  vote  of  Saturday  was  taken  when  the 
House  was  very  thin;  and  it  is  by  no  means  im- 
probable that  when  there  is  a  full  attendance  of 
members  a  difierence  of  opinion  may  be  ex- 
pressed. He  would  suggest  that,  in  this  condi- 
tion of  things,  time  might  be  saved  if  we  post- 
poned this  question  for  the  present,  and  went  oo 
with  some  of  the  other  sections  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Spencer  repeated  his  belief,  that  if  this 
proposition  was  adopted,  fixing  that  there  ihall 
be  three  annual  sessions,  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  the  House  on  the  course  to 
be  pursued.  The  vote  of  Saturday  would  be  re- 
considered. At  least,  such  waa^  the  opinion  of 
several  gentlemen  near  him  who  had  spoken  to 
him  on  the  subject. 

Mr-  Smith  asked  whether  the  fixing  of  the 
time  which  had  been  named,  might  not  mterfers 
with  the  meeting  of  the  House  of  Delegates? 

Mr.  Spencer  replied,  that  it  would  not 
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Mr.  BiiBR  said,  that  if  he  was  called  on  to 
te  OQ  this  queatioD,  he  should  be  compelled  to 
te  acainst  the  propoi^ition  of  the  gentleman 
MB  Queen  Anne*9.  He  referred  to  the  speech 
the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^s  on  Saturday 

favor  of  this  very  amendment,  which  he  13 
w  disposed  to  defeat.  That  cogent  argument 
the  genUeman  from  Queen  Anne's  still  rung  in 
I  eais.  He  had  not  heard  it  answered,  and  un- 
■  the  gentleman  himself  would  answer  it,  he 
aid  not  now  consent  to  chanee  his  course. 
Mr.  Spencer  reminded  the  House  thatijn  some 
maxki  he  made  on  Saturday,  he  had  expressly 
elared  that  he  was  in  fayof  of  biennial  sessions. 
I  hmd  then  stated  that  he  would  prefer  a  pro- 
lioD  for  three  annual  sessions  to  enable  the  Le- 
klature  to  pass  the  laws  necessary  to  carry  out 
B  requisitions  of  the  new  Constitution.    But  as 

eoiud  not  effect  that  object,  he  had  no  course 
\  htm  but  to  move  the  amendment  providing 
at  tiie  question  shall  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
s. 

Mr.  BiSEE  said  the  gentleman  from  Queen 
Boe  had  also  stated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  bi- 
Di«l  aenions,  because  the  people  had  decided 
Ikvor  of  th^m;  but  that  other  gentlemen  thought 
Et  public  sentiment  was  now  opposed  to  them; 
id  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne  had  asked 
there  was  any  gentleman  who  would  be  unwil- 
ig  to  submit  the  question  again  to  the  decision 
rtbe  people? 

Mr.  Thomas  apologized  for  rising  to  trouble 
e  House  with  any  remarks,  but  as  he  bad  been 
qneated  by  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester,  not 
nr  ID  his  seat,  to  look  after  this  question,  and 

he  felt  something  was  due  to  his  colleazue  who 
as  necessarily  absent,  he  trusted  he  should  be 
srmitted  to  sav  a  very  few  words.  He  regret- 
i  that  he  should  have  been  brought  before  the 
oaee  so  much  more  freauently  by  these  circum- 
anees  than  was  agreeaole  to  himself.  He  de- 
red  DOW  to  ask  a  question  of  the  gentlbman  from 
,iieeo  Anne  for  his  own  information.  If  he#n- 
srttood  the  present  proposition  offered  by  that 
mtleman,  it  seemed  to  him  to  conflict  both  with 
te  views  of  that  gentleman  as  it  did  with  his 
iro.  He  had  no  objection  to  make  to  the  clause 
I  to  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  two  first  ses- 
ODS  of  the  Legislature.  But  he  understood  the 
onilenian  from  Queen  Anne  as  proposing  to  strike 
at  the  sixth  section,  which  fixes  a  limitation  of 
le  daratioD  of  the  subsequent  sessions,  which 
a  did  not  think  was  in  accordance  with  the  dis- 
odtion  of  the  House. 

He  was  willing  to  vote  to  make  it  imperative 
a  the  Legislature  to  hold  two  annual  sessions, 
f  way  of  holding  out  the  olive  branch,  and  he 
'ould  advise  all  the  friends  of  reform  to  take  this 
9ane.  Thb  would  be  equivalent  to  the  bill  as 
.  DOfr  stands,  which  gives  to  the  Legislature  the 
ower  (which  he  believed  the  Legislature  would 
xerciie)  to  sit  twice  in  the  first  two  years.  And 
r  he  understood  this  amendment  it  limits  as  the 
ill  before  us  limits,  the  third  session  to  the  10th 
f  March.  We  shall  then  retain  the  important 
rovision  for  biennial  sessions,  commencing  with 
tie  year  1854.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
tiere  are  propositions  to  be  made,  looking  to  a 


codification  of  our  laws,  to  a  reform  in  the  prac- 
tice and  of  special  pleading,  and  to  such  other 
changes  as  will  make  the  proceedings  in  our  Courts 
analogous  to  the  practice  of  the  Courts  of  Law 
in  some  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  If  we 
expect  the  Legislature  to  do  this  work,  there 
will  be  business  much  beyond  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness which  comes  before  the  Legislature,  for  hs 
action.  Some  of  the  best  practioners  of  law  in 
our  State  may  probably  be  willing  to  come  to  the 
Legislature  to  be  engaged  in  this  emplovment 
which  will  require  mat  practical  knowledge. 
Now  if  you  subject  lawyers  of  this  character  to 
the  drudgery  of  two  elections,  which  must  be  the 
case,  unless  under  one  election  they  may  attend 
two  sessions,  he  would  put  it  to  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  who  are  entirely  competent  to  eive  him 
an  answer,  whether  these  gentlemen  could  be  in- 
duced to  canvas  their  counties  twice  over?  They 
might  be  willing  to  make  sacrifices  to  be  elected 
once  to  the  General  Assembly  to  assist  in  reform- 
ing our  Laws.  The  first  business  of  the  Legisla- 
ture would  be  to  lay  ofi*  the  new  Congressional 
Districts  in  the  State,  under  the  new  apportion- 
ment made  by  Congress  under  the  new  census  bj 
which  this  State  will  loose  one  representative  in 
that  body.  They  may  then  proceed  to  take  up 
the  subject  of  the  revision  of  our  laws,  with  a 
view  to  their  codification.  Before  this  can  be 
completed,  they  may  adjourn  from  1852  to  1853, 
when  they  will  find  it  necessary  to  resume  the 
work  for  1  be  purpose  of  completing  it.  But  should 
it  be  required  by  the  Constitution  that  anew  elec- 
tion shall  intervene  between  these  sessions,  half 
of  those  gentlemen  who  had  commenced  the 
work  might  be  left  at  home,  the  whole  task  wopld 
be  recommenced  and  gone  over  again.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  friends  of  reform  would  accept 
of  the  proposition  now  offered,  and  thus  secure 
one  important  article  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Schley  said  the  argument  in  favor  of  an- 
nual sessions  had  been  made  on  the  ground  that 
a  greater  amount  of  labor  than  usual  would  l)e 
imposed  on  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enacting  the  laws  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  new  Constitution.  He 
thought  this  was  a  mistake.  He  was  anxious 
that  there  should  be  a  codification  of  the  laws  of 
the  State,  and  the  only  way  in  which  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  done,  would  be  for  the  Legislature 
to  appoint  Commissioners  to  examine  and  codifv 
them.  This  would  be  a  work  requiring  much 
time;  it  will  not  be  done  in  1852  or  1853,  and 
probably  not  even  in  1854.  It  is  not  possible  for 
a  task  of  this  magnitude  to  be  completed  by  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  very  desi- 
rable that  some  change  should  be  made  in  the 
practice,  in  relation  to  special  pleading.  The 
great  objection  to  the  present  mode  of  special 
pleading  is  not,  as  is  generally  supposed,  that  it 
IS  too  special.  Let  it  be  stripped  of  its  verbosi- 
ty, and  its  antiquated  forms,  and  that  may  be  all 
which  may  be  found  necessary.  The  only  effect 
of  any  laborious  effort  at  change,  may  be  to  make 
what  is  already  special,  still  more  special.  Apart 
from  these  two  objects,  what  otner  business  Is 
there  which  requires  that  there  shall  h«  ^tk.\v>\'A 
sessions  of  the  Le|^\^\a\Mr«^.    IV'fe  xaet^ \«i\Ti"5E»  ^^SL 
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•  of  new  districts  would  certainly  not  be  sufficient 
to  warrant  annual  sessions.  He  had  not  risen  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Convention  in  unneces- 
sary debate,  and  he  would  detain  it  no  longer. 
If  these  were  the  strongest  arguments  which 
«  could  be  brought  forward  by  the  friends  of  the 
annual  system,  he  would  still  adhere  to  biennial 
sessions,  believing  that  they  are  in  accordance 
with  the  will  of  the  people. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Spencer,  to  strike  out  the  fifth  and 
sixth  sections,  and  insert  the  amendments  he  had 
offered. 

Mr.  B19ER  called  for  a  division — first  on  strik- 
ing out; 

Which  was  ordered. 

And  the  question  being  taken, 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Jacobs  now  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote, 
adopting  the  third  section. 

The  vote  having  been  reconsidered, 

Mr.  Jacobs  said,  his  object  in  the  amendment 
he  had  offered  to  the  third  section,  was  to  make 
the  State  elections  conform  to  the  Presidential 
election.  Finding  be  had  been  mistaken  in  the 
day — he  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November,  and  insert  "on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  Monday,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember." 

Mr.  Spencer  called  for  a  division  on  striking 
out; 
Which  was  ordered. 
The  motion  to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
insert  the  day  designated  by  Mr.  Jacobs. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  a  reconsideration,  of  the 
vote  striking  out  from  the  third  section  the  words, 
"first  Monday  in  November." 

He  made  the  motion,  he  said,  because  he  had 
given  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  out 
under  a  misapprehension.  The  object  he  had  in 
view,  was  to  keep  the  State  and  the  general  elec- 
tions free  from  each  other. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  the  part  of 
Messrs.  Brown,  Thomas,  Dirickson  and  Mitch* 

ELL. 

Mr.  Spencer  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  on  the 
motion  to  reconsider; 

Which  were  ordered ;  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

Affirmative — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Welch,  Lloyd, 
Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Constable, 
Chambers,  of  Cecil,  Miller,  McLane,  Spencer, 
George,  Wright,  Thomas,  Shriver,  Gaither, 
Biser,  Annan,  Stephenson,  Nelson,  Carter, 
Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Balti- 
more city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city.  Ware, 
Harbine,  Brewer,  Anderson,  Weber,  Hollyday, 
Fitzpatrick,  Farkc,   Shower  and  Brown. — 34. 

J^Tegalive — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan,  Ricaud,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Don- 
aldson, Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall,  Sellman,  Dal- 
rymple,  SoUers,  John  Dennis,  Hicks,  Hodson, 
Phelps,  Sprigg,  Bowling,  Dirickson,  Ucam,  Ja- 


cobs,   Magraw,  Schley,   Fiery,   Neill,  Waters 
Smith  and  Cockey— 38. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  striking  out  the 
^'first  Monday  in  November,"  and  inserting  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Jacobs. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Worcester,  thtt  it  was  not  worth 
while  to  press  this  question  now.  There  was 
but  a  thin  attendance,  and  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  determine  to-day,  what  the  sense  of 
the  Convention  was. 

Mr.  Jacobs  explamed  that   his    only  objeet 
was,  in  the  amendment  he  had  offered,  to  avoid  * 
the  multiplicity  of  elections. 

But  the  sense  of  the  Convention  had  been  ex-' 
pressed,  as  he  supposed,  that  the  State  and  Fed- 
eral elections  should  be  held  on  the  same  day. 
He  was  not  anxious  to  press  the  question  now— 
and  yielding  to  the  suggestions  of  gentlemea, 
would  withdraw  the  amendment  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

Mr.  DiRicKSON  gave  notice  that  be  shotdd  to- 
morrow move  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  Con- 
vention on  the  second  section  of  the  report 

The  fifth  section  was  then  again  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  amend  the  section  af- 
ter the  word  *'every"  in  the  second  lice,  by  in8e^ 
ting  the  word  *'second.'' 

The  question  was  taken. 

But  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Magraw  moved  that  the  third,  fifth  iod 
sixth  sections  of  the  report,  be  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

The  President.  It  can  be  done  only  by  ooaa* 
imous  consent. 

Objection  was  made. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  the  pact  of 
Messrs.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Thomas,  and  Hae- 

BINZ. 

Mr.  Spencer  proposed  to  amend  the  sectk* 
by  inserting,  in  the  second  line  the  words  "and 
on  the  same  day  in  the  year  1853." 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  on  Uie  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Spencer. 

Mr.  Spencer  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 

Which  were  ordered. 

Some  desultory  conversation  followed,  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  amendment,  in  which  Messrs. 
Spekcer,Thomas,  Constable,  Wells,  pHKLrt, 
Buchanan,  Harbink  and  Donaldson,  took  part 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Spen- 
cer was  then  taken  and  resulted  as  follows: 

JJffirmative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, Ricaud,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Don- 
aldson, Wells,  ^'ellman,  Buchanan,  Welch, 
Sherwood  of  Talbot,  John  Dennis,  Hicks,  Hod- 
son,  Miller,  Sprigg,  Bowling,  Spencer,  George, 
Wright,  Dirickson,  Jacobs,  Thomas,  Shrifer, 
Biser,  Annan,  Carter,  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
Gwinn,  Fiery,  Neill,  Harbine,  Waters,  Ander- 
son, Hollyday,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith  and  Cockey-^ 
38. 

J^egative — Messrs.  Lloyd,  Dickinson,  Phelps, 
Constable,  Chambers  of  Cecil,  McLane,  Hearo, 


297 


iphenson,  Nelson,  Stewart  of  Balti- 
itaerwood,  of  lialtimore  citj,  Ware, 
w«r,  Weber,  Parke  and  Broim — 18. 
.endroent  was  adopted, 
ion  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
M Afl,  to  insert  in  said  section  after  the 
r*'  in  the  second  line,  the  word  *'kec- 

en  modified  his  amendment,  by  mov- 
d  said  seetion  by  inserting  after  the 
'  in  the  second  line,  the  words  **iD 
hteen  hundred  and  fifly-four.** 
▼ention  now  became  inyulved  in  a 
mtional  discussion,  (chiefly  verbal 
b1,)  as  to  the  effect  and  operation  of 
leot,  and  its  probable  conflict  with 
Lhe  Convention,  already  given  on  the 
ieonial  aeysiions; 

'hambers,  of  Kcnf ,  Thomas,  Phelps, 
ind  SrcvcER,  taUinjr  part  therein. 

ing  the  question, 

iTcntion  adjourned  until    to-morrow 

eleven  o^clock. 

DErERRKD  DEBATE. 

iwing  are  the  remarks  referred  to  in 
mber,  made  on  the  presentation  by 
BRS,  of  Kent,  of  his  report  on  the 
reaentation : 

STMAN  desired  tj  inquire  of  the  gen- 
ii Kent,   (Mr.  Chambers,)  by  ^hat 

those  of  the  cumniittee  who  had  uni- 
im  in  the  report  just  submitted,  had 
16  number  ot  representatives  to  com- 
[ouse  of  Delegates.  His  reason  for 
;  t^  inquiry  was,  to  ascertain  the 

ana  object  of  the  report,  that  it  might 
lerstoo<i  and  reflected  upon.  If  it  be 
5  rule  adopted  was  to  settle  the  basht 
omproniiiie  act.  as  it  was  termed,  of 
shed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
le  fact,  that  this  leport  sought  to  make 
n  the  iMibis  of  repiesentation  already 
}y  that  act,  in  favor  of  the  prhiciple 

representation,  but  that  it  actually 

Uiat  c(»ni promise  by  seeking  to  de- 
idvantageb  secured    by  the    federal 

wished  to   be   informed  what  was 
of  this  departure  in  that  particular 

the  rule,  if  it  could  be  so  called,  in 
33G. 

Bd  to  invite  the  serious  reflection  of 
ition  to  the  disposition  manifested  in 

while  it  did  not  yield  any  thing  to  the 
lation  of  the  State  beyond  what  was 

th-j  aci  to  which  he  had  referred, 
grafl  a  provisiun  new  in  its  character 
ry  of  this  State,  or  of  any  other  in  tho 
:  That  the  aggregate  vote  of  the  po- 
icluding  every  negro,  free  or  slave, 
pose  the  basis.    1  nis  surely  would  be 

a  retrograde  movement  by  the  great 
people  of  Mar)'iand.  As  a  rcpresen- 
lit  of  tlie  city  of  Baltimore,  he  had 
uoeed  his  willingness  to  adjust  this 

representation  upon  a  fair  principle 

38 


of  compromise.  He  could  not  refiain,  hou  r\«  r, 
from  saying  that  he  regretted  to6uil  thut  -.my  ^m- 
tieman  should  desire  to  «trttle  the  Ui^m  oi'  rojirr- 
sentation  upon  a  principle  suah  84  ihui  i;«'Ot  jim-il 
in  the  report  just  submitted — whii-ii  niii.otil)  ic- 
fu»ed  anv  concession  to  thn  penple  of  WrMiTii 
Maryland  and  to  hin  constituet^> ,  r<iiii|iri<>.iir^  di' 
thcm^lves  nearly  one- fourth  of  tiie  potiiiliitt«>.i  df 
the  State — but  offended  their  senM)  oi\;u<*ii':i.'  :iiitl 
right,  by  seeking;  to  place  the  entiie  iici^ru  \io^nt- 
lationof  the  State  upon  an  etfualiiy  w\lh  ihrtn,  ;*(> 
far  as  constituting  the  banis  of  reprvcii(:iii<iii.  In 
truth  what  could  be  more  abhoront,  thai  whilr 
Baltimore  with  her  white  population,  nuuiberin); 
nearly  one  hundrtMl  and  foity-two  tliottsundiMMiU, 
was  limited  to  a  representation  of  nix  ii(>lopr-,itvs, 
every  slave  in  Maryland  should  be»i:«>a>iiiei-eil  us 
worthy  to  constitute  i'l  partthe  biiaih  of  itr pre- 
sentation. .More  tlian  that,  sir,  iho  ruiiniy  of 
Kent,  with  biitu  five  thuusand,  five  htiiidrrtl  •ind 
ninety-tive  white  population,  has  i^antcd  her  in 
this  report  three  delegates 

He  nad  sought  tiie  information  fn^m  the  gen- 
tlemaD  from  Kent,  perhaps  iu  a  ii»Hni:p.  ^('iiie- 
what  irregular,  but  inasmuch  as  tnu  m-nLli'.niur) 
from  Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick,)  the  diiiiin^suislird 
Chairman  of  the  committee,  hinl  in  |ii-i'««*iiiini; 
his  report  accompanied  it  with  the  vxpitstiun 
tliat  each  separate  rtpdrl  of  Uju  itumiDitiee,  as 
well  as  his  own,  looked  to  the  esluiilfsliinenl  ot' 
a  rule  of  apportionment,  and  »ui'.h:ulMi  hud  l)tfv:i 
announoed  by  the  ifentlcnian-  from  Uiiltnu>rc. 
county,  (Mr.  Howard.)  us  his  objc«t  in  the  rr- 
port  ho  bad  subiuitied.  TheM  oiMtunvaiitMi^  had 
induced  him  to  propound  the  quesUoii. 

Mr.  Chambers.  Thet^entleman.  (Mr.  ('re!f«l- 
man,)  lia&  a»kcd  a  question  ''by  wbat  ru!u  we 
hive  arrived  at  the  number  oi'  n^pru^tcniuiives 
indicated  in  the  re|>ort.**  The  qurjttiiin  cuimcit 
be  more  saLitifactorily  answered,  tlun  l»y  a-^akhi 
reading  the  report. 

**£verT  county  having  a  populattoii  nf  le^s 
than  15,00<)  shall  be  entitled  to  tlnui'  (h'lci.MU's; 
every  county  having  a  population  oi'  l.'ijli.n  ami 
lesH  than  35.00<),  shall  he  entitled  to  lour  dile- 
l^ates  every  county  having  3.V(MI0  tmd  li>ss  iIki;i 
3.'i,00U,  to  Dve,  and  every  county  hnvini  mon* 
than  35,0()0,  to  »ix;  and  Kaliimore  city  tiic  ^uiiiu 
number  as  tlie  large.-'t  county;*' 

1  ho  gentleman's  question,  he  iioix*!!,  ^v;i^  in.s- 
wcred  fully.  But  the  gentleman  had  ;:iMii'  fur 
beyond  asking  a  question,  lodfcd,  his  i]  it'xtion 
seemed  to  have  been  put,  not  at  all  b(".-:iu>r  Im; 
did  not  comprehend  the  inle  suvg(*<.t(ul  iiy  thi*  re- 
port, but  merely  as  u.  picludv  to':in  ii^>.iiiii  uimhi 
It.  It  was  certainly  a  very  miwrtial  i^cmi'-i'.  w  hen 
a  report  on  an  important  ineasaro  %v us  iit:i  .'c.  .ti 
the  instant  of  its  presentntion,  hef* nt  it  v.  a^ 
printed,  or  in  possession  uf  the  Hoom;.  in  com- 
mencc  an  atiacK  upon  it.  The  naim*  '^(::iil«Mn;ui 
had  some  time  since  gratuitously  a^sii  nnl  tiio 
task  of  protecting  tae  ri<rht!i  and  iifUT<>>  s  oi'  xUv 
slave-holding  portions  of  the' t>titi',  Im  I  vdlxn- 
teered  and  earnestly  pressed  n  aiPiifMiri;  ili'-i.ncii 
to  manifest  a  very  warm  feeliiip;  tovi  ai'<i  I'li^  i>>- 
terest.  This  was  the  first  iiistanee  in  ui.nli  .Iid 
rights  of  the  slaveholder,  as  such,  Imd  «i  c-.  i..*-.. 
b^n  presented  to  the  consideration  of  ili  ■- 1  '•  'is'-  ^ 


298 


tod  behold  the  ^DUemaD  it  the  onlj  member  of 
the  body  who  rifes,  at  a  meet  unoiuel  end  un- 
timely moment,  to  tsseil  the  principle  of  repre- 
sentinft  the  slare  population .  These  remarks  are 
the  **  first  fruiu/'  of  this  glowing  sentiment  of 
singular  attachment  to  our  peouJiar  eondition ! 
Why  this  *'hot  haste"?  Cannot  the  gentleman 
restrain  his  hostility,  till  the  report  comes  up  for 
discussion  ?  Then  is  the  appropriate  period  for 
his  denunciation.  But  why  should  this  principle 
of  representation  of  the  aggregate  population  be 
denounced  1  There  was  ffreat  propriety  in  adop- 
tinfl^  federal  numbers  in  ue  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  because  there  was  some  of  the 
States  baring  no  slares.  But  as  &r  as  relates  to 
internal  regulation,  there  was  no  motive  or  eon- 
sistency  in  adopting  the  principle  of  federal  num- 
bers, nor  did  he  fear  anv  sound  reason  upon 
which  the  gentleman  could  suocessfully  sustain 
his  enmity  to  this  feature  of  the  report.  He 
would  be  prepared  to  demonstrate  this  at  the  pro- 
per period. 

Mr.  PasssTMaK  said  that  he  took  ooeasion 
to  remark,  prelimmarUy  to  the  obserrations 
he  was  about  to  offer,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kent,  [Mr.  Chambers,]  that  he  had  sought 
to  evince,  at  all  times,  towsirds  that  gentleman, 
and  to  every  member  of  that  body,  the  most  re- 
spectful and  courteous  consideration*  He  had, 
however,  observed,  and  was  compelled  so  to  de- 
clare, that  he  had  not  always  been  met  hi  the 
same  spirit,  by  the  gentleman  who  had  iust  ad- 
dresseu  the  Convention.  In  answer,  sir,  to  a 
plain  and  simple  inquiry,  calculated  in  no  degree 
to  offend  the  nicest  sensibility,  he  had  had  a  re- 
tort made  upon  him,  certainly  not  very  parlia- 
mentary in  style  or  manner. 

Mr.  CHAMBcas  interposing,  declared  it  was 
foreign  to  hi^  wish,  to  say  any  thing  personal  in 
its  character  to  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
city;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  among  the  last  gen- 
tlemen, to  whom  he  would  evince  any  unkind- 
ness  of  feeling. 

Mr.  Prksstman.  He  did  not  suppose  that  the 
gentleman  had  desired  to  give  him  personal  of^ 
fence,  or  to  attack  his  motites.  There  could  not 
possibly  be  such  an  issue  between  them,  in  that 
Convention,  composed  of  Maryland  gentlemen, 
he  would  be  slow  to  believe  that  any  such  inten- 
tion would  be  manifested.  But  be  did  mean 
to  complain  and  avow  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kent,  both  in  the  manner  and  matter  of  his  re- 
marks, had  not  extended  to  him  the  same  frank- 
ness and  courtesy,  which  he  had  invariably  mani- 
fested, in  discussion,  with  that  gentleman,  whose 
great  ability  he  had  so  often  acknowledged  and 
whose  friendship  he  highly  prized.  But  enough 
ofihal,  sir.  He  could  not  say  less  in  justice  to 
his  own  sense  of  propriety.  , 

He  had  been  charged  with  inconsistency  in  the 
position  he  had  assumed,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
port, and  the  ground  he  had  occupied  when  he 
aubmitted  a  proposition,  intended  as  a  full  and 
complete  guaranty  to  the  rights  of  the  slave  hold- 
ers of  Maryland  to  be  secured  in  their  slave-pro- 
perty against  the  possibility  of  legislative  emanci- 
pation.   Sprung,  sir,  from  a  race  of  slave-hold- 


ers, he  had  been  impelled  alike  bj  a  nnae  of 
feelins  and  the  dictate  of  stem  duty,  to  offer  his 
humble  aid  to  guard  the  institution  as  it  now  ex- 
ist. But,  sir,  that  course  has  been  looked  upon 
with  suspicion,  and  forsooth,  his  independent  ac- 
tion on  that  subject  has  been  met,  not  as  it 
sliould  have  been,  as  a  token  of  willingness  to 
dispel  all  doubt  upon  this  question,  vital  as  some 
seemed  to  repird  it,  but  strangely  converted  into 
a  cause  of  reproach  and  mistrust.  He  could  not 
say  that  had  ne  anticipated  that  an  eflbrt  so  en- 
tirely free  from  selfishness,  or  the  ezpectatkm  of 
personal  advantage  on  his  part,  would  have  been 
so  misconceived  by  those  who  represent  the 
slave  interest  upon  this  fioor,  he  would  have 
withheki  his  sentiments  and  hu  vote  upon  that 

?|tte8tion,  but  he  would  say,  that  if  the  geotlsmaa 
rom  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  was  to  be  regarded 
as  speaking  for  that  class  of  delerates,  (whieh, 
however,  he  would  not  assume,)  tue  unaninom 
vote  of  this  body,  to  sustain  the  rlriits  of  slave 
holders,  had  been  most  illy  deserved. 

What,  sir,  is  it  inconsistent  in  a  gentlemaB 
upon  this  floor,  to  seek  to  niard  the  proper^ 
or  slave  holders,  as  a  chattel  interest,  if,  at  tbe 
same  time,  he  should  refuse  to  recognixe  esek 
and  every  negro  as  entitled  to  be  ranlEed  with  a 
freeman,  hi  establishing  the  basis  of  rtpf  wants' 
tion. 

Verily,  sir,  with  great  deference  be  would  sA, 
when  will  wonders  cease,  if  gentlemen  willar|aa 
wath  a  proposition?  In  the  language  of  Janmi, 
their  **imaflrination  may  conceive  such  a  thiiigi 
but  where  shall  we  find  credulity  enough  to  be- 
lieve it.'* 

Ashe  had  often  said,  he  now  reiterated,  that 
he  had  offered  that  propositioiyn  good  faith  sad 
for  two  reasons — first,because,4e  thought  it  was 
right  in  itself,  and  would  be  the  means  of  obtsit- 
ing  the  confidence  of  the  slave  interest;  and  seo- 
oi^lv,  to  silence  the  misrepresentations  sod 
slanders,  which  had  been  industriously  cirenlstsd 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  constituency.  Shooldtbe 
propositions  contained  in  the  report  of  theges* 
tleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambeia,^  be  sostsiB- 
ed,  what  gentleman  could  doubt,  that  the  oev 
Constitution  would  be  indignantly  rejected  by 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  freemen  of  Usir 
land.  Our  work  would  then  have  been  in  vsiii 
and  the  cherished  hopes  of  thejpeople  would  ns- 
ish,  and  a  deep  gloom  would  fasten  upon  their 
minds. 

Remember,  gentlemen  in  coming  to  this  C» 
vention,  composed  upon  the  basis  that  it  is,  vi 
our  confidence  was  placed,  not  in  the  power  to 
demand  and  enfore  our  rights,  but  in  the  Bspf 
nimity  and  sense  of  common  justice,  whieh  * 
freemen,  and  above  all,  as  Marylanden,  j^ 
would  mete  out  to  your  common  brethren.  Son* 
ly  you  will  be  able  to  discard  in  part.  If  not  slt^ 
getner,  the  local  prejudices  which  are  said  to  is* 
fluence,  more  or  less,  each  and  eveij  man  is  vt 
modes  of  thinking  and  acting ;  and  if  you  are  f^ 
pared  to  deny  the  equality  of  rights  and  pnvr 
eges  to  each  citizen  of  Maryland,  which  ars  so^ 
alloyed  in  almost  every  State  in  the  rspnblici 
you  will  honor  yourselves  by  extending  tbe  oli« 
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brmBchof  ncoDdliitioB  which  &■;  letd  to  u 
bannMMtN  •4j"*tiiMat.  Do  not,  u  tlw  raport  of 
tbo  noUenut  fraa  Koot,  (Mr.  Chuaben.) 
woqU  MUMol,  Aut  jour  ajei  and  tum  ■  daaf 
Mr  to  Uw  «talut  of  thoM,  who  bj  enrj  jtcisoi- 
ple  of  nature,  Mnetiooed  b;  nature'i  Uod,  ue 
cotitlad  to  bo  eouldwad  jour  nqual*. 

Mr.  CauniM  Mid : 

Hm  pntlemui  hu  bj  wij  of  bout,  it 
lean,  totd  w  ho  repraHDli  160,000  cDotlii 
Does  ha  naan  to  Grilm  anj  pscuiiir  priTJianoc 
Ibii  Boor  on  that  aoeoant  7  if  be  expacb  thn  he 
Ithan  under  ■  mi  miitake.  Mj  contlituenti, 
nid  Mr.  C.,  are  ftw  in  compariKin,  and  be  who 
DOW  fpeaki  for  then,  om  of  the  humblut  of  the 
■wnban  on  ihli  Boor.  But  if  that  [eotleman  or 
any  other,  tbinki  proper  to  prefer  elaimiaf  m- 
pariorilT  on  the  leore  of  a  Jarga  conrtitoencj,  be 
Md  onlj  to  laj  he  claiowd  a  wand  oo  the  lame 
I  with  the  BKMt  iapoitaot  pmooaBe 
erw  if  the  other  ibould  wpreaent  one 
id  aixtj  timei  the  nonber  of  tlie  mD- 
SDSm.  HeelalmedtlMaaBfterilhta, 
•  privHegea,  and  tlie  mow  authorltj  nere 
Ibr  ererj  iodifUnal  Bwnber,  no  RMttar  what 
M%ht  be  tite  amoant  of  hit  eocutltueiK;. 

Ho  boped  lbs  meaituea  of  the  Coorention  were 
■ot  to  be  carried  by  "autboritj" — eboTa  all, the 
autboritT  of  numbera  not  here  to  apeak  for  them* 
ailToa,andfbrwhoinhaasiunied  thopnTUepof 
ttbkinfi,  their  delegate!  did  not  alwafi  exactlj 
pneeot  the  true  index  of  aenliment. 

Ai  little  did  he  reeard  the  declaration  of  the 
gentleman,  ifdeticnea  aiatiiniU. 

Mr.  Fauiraui  *ald  be  did  not  to  deiign  it. 

Hr.  C.  If  the  good  people  €t  Bvltiinon  or  anj 
otber  part  of  the  State  prefer  tbe  new  Conatltu- 
tion  to  the  old  one,  thej  will  of  eouna  Tote  for 
itiraUflcation.'  Those  whoareBottatiiflid  with 
it  will  of  coune  vole  afainit  its  ratiAcatioo.  Bui 
Ihii  would  not  make  bim  adopt  a  principle  be  be- 
liend  Id  be  miichievou*,  nor  abandon  one  hi 
belioTod  calculated  to  promote  Iha  inlereit  and 
bagvlneM  of  the  people  of  the  Stale. 

Ho  mat  ba  pmmllted  again  to  saj,  be  could 
M>  iW  proprietT  iythis  premature  attack  DpoE 
Ibe  report  of  the  minority.  Why  not  aniil  tbe 
nport  of  Ibe  Chairman !  It  auuined  tlie  a^re^ 
law  popalatien.  Why  not  attack  the  report  of 
tto  two  geitlletoan,  (Mr.  Llojd  and  Mr.  How~ 
aid,)  mt  bad  united  in  iliManliDs  the  principle 
of  Moral  namben !  Federal  nnmben  noTcr  had 
beta  known  u  an  aleinent  in  our  syitem  of  re- 
pwaewtatlon  till  1B36 — ocTer.  Under  such  cir- 
iMiiMlaiiiirn  he  felt  it  a  Joit  cause  of  remwrk^ 
that  Ibis  unreasonable  iikhIb  of  putting  a  black 
■aik  upon  the  report,  to  go  out  with  ii,  to  pre- 
Jadgo  and  prejudice  it,  had  been  indulged. 

frrataai.— In  No.  17, 
in  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  ,  , 

B)aBr,8abatitute  the  woTds"Blthough,  (aocordint 
lo  hb  OWD  ae^uDt)  he  had  been  a  long  line  in 
jraoMl,  be  was  mort  bappilj  delivered  at  laat"fbr 
ttaee  wordK  "He  hai  trmulij  much  and  his  — 


TUEaOAY,  Fcbruvy  IB,  1851. 
Tbe  CoaveDtion  met  at  aleveo  o'clock. 
Prayer  was  made  by  the  Re*.  Mr.  GairriTH. 
lie  roll  of  tbe  member*  was  called. 

rial  CM  AL  RIPLAHATIOIf. 

Mr.  Thomas  «aid,  that  before  the  House  pro- 
caedad  to  the  regular  buiinoii  for  theday,  be  do- 
aired  to  correct  an  error  in  our  published  debate*, 
Co  which  bis  attention  bad  been  kindly  turned  by 
a  fMend.  He  did  not  habitually  toad  the  debalee. 
He  venr  seldom  looked  at  Itie  printed  Journal. 
He  relied  upon  his  ncollectkm  of  passing  events 
ie  this  body,  and  would  not  ban  known,  but  for 
tbe  ioformatioo  derifed  from  anolhar,  that  in  bi* 
■beenoe,  language  imputed  to  hint  without  war- 
nt,  had  been  commealed  oninlbecouiseof  de- 
ll would  be  remembered  bj  tbe  Haute,  that 
Mveral  days  ago,  when  the  sul))ea  of  apportion- 
ing repreeantatiTet  to  tbe  Legnlature  was  uoder 
eovUeratioo,  he  bed  eald,  that  tbe  distribution 
of  political  power  wu  tbe  OHMt  difficult  duty  that 
tbItCooTaatlon  had  to  perform.  This  renark, 
he  tnppoiad,  dkl  not  adnit  of  but  one  consttvc- 
tloo.  And  he  wai  mirpriaed  to  bear  that  the  ob- 
rlout  meaning  of  this  language  was  not  ■PP'*: 


Ii  WSJ  into  tt 


bended  by  eierj  a 
been  uttered. 

Now.  air,  what  i*  meant  by  distributing  politi- 
cal power,  when  applied  to  the  action  of  this 
body  enpged  in  apponioning  repreMolatifas  lo 
tbe  Legulature?  We  propose  to  give  to  the  Le- 
gislatun  a  law-making  political  power.  We 
propose  then  to  giTs  to  the  (olers  of  the  sateral 
couniici  and  to  the  cily  of  Bakimora,  tbe  rigbt  to 
elect  repreHntatiTCB  to  this  L^islature.  And  in 
doiog  this,  in  aHthortaing  the  Tolen,  teparately. 
to  direct,  by  ifaeir  sufirtge*,  how  the  political 
power  we  are  lo  give  to  the  Legislature  shil]  be 
eiarted,  we  dislribule  to  each  cilizen  at  the  polls, 
in  effect,  a  portion  of  that  political  power  whicii 
tlie  Constitution  has  conferred  upon  tbe  Lcfiisla- 
ture.  This,  then,  is  the  obiioui  meaning  of  his 
language.  He  bad  said  nothing  about  offices  or 
offioe-boldcn,  and  made  no  reference  to  the  one 
or  to  the  other. 

While  be  wss  neeking,  immediately  after  ha 
had  used  the  words  he  bad  now  aiulaincd,  ha 
beard  the  gentlamanfrom  Kent,  {Mr.  Chambers,) 
say,  "  and  offices."  To  that  lancuage,  bo  nude 
no  reply.  Hecouiderod  it  at  thetime,  lobe  one 
of  UiMe  ieili  that  the  gentlemai]  please«  some- 
time! to  indulge  in,  and  did  not  turn  from  the 
course  of  hit  remarks  to  notice  it  in  any  way. 

Hr.T.  referred  to  that  part  of  the  report  of 
our  debates  wherein  he  is  reprcMnted  to  have 
granted  that  tbe  gentleman  from  Kent  was  ri{[bt 
Id  nying  tbat  we  were  engaged  in  diilribuung 
offices,  and  said  that  he  was  authorised  by  the  re- 
porters, who  were  selling  before  him,  to  say, 
that  there  was,  in  that  pan  of  these  reports,  an 

Mr.  DoKALDioN  tald  It  was  proper  for  him  to 
aay  a  word  upon  this  subject,  because  he  was  one 
of^tboee  who  bad  referred  to  the  expressions  of 
tbe  geollenaD  from  f  rederick,  (Mr.  1'boaaa,) 
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in  that  ittierpretatloD  of  them  of  which  that  ^x\-  \  solution  pending  that  the  Confention  ahiill  td- 
tlcman  oontfMnt4.  Mr.  DoNALDtOK  referml  to  '  jonni,  sine  die,  in  fife  weeks  from  thif  time? 
page  59  of  tho  Repster  of  Debates,  in  which  the  I  Mr.  Gw'inn.  My  own  indlTidutl  opioions 
fCentleffi4ri  (VoRi  Frederick  is  made,  in  express  ,  hare  under^ne  no  change.  But,  when  I  roie  to 
words,  to^H^^WI  to  the  remark  cf  the  the  gentle- '  ofler  tlio  reiolutian  now  before  the  CooYentioo, 
innii  from  K««it^  (Mr.  Chambers.)  Such,  too,  :  J  stated  that  difierent  gentlemen  had  expressed 
was  hisi  {Mr:  I>'fii^.)  understanding,  at  the  time;  ,  their  opinion,  that  the  business  oftbeConTention 
and  hti  had  not  hdrlithe  slightest  idea  of  pervert-  would  be  better  promoted  by  the  aubetitute.  If 
ing  tlic  mfanin(c<ir  the  gentleman  from  Frederick  this  substitute  i-hould  be  adopted,  and  if  within 
—noiliin^r  ootTNt  be*  further  from  his  intention  or  ;  a  few  days,  I  shall  find  that  it  does  not  facilitate 
desire.  Of  iioiirse-he  did  not  now  mean  to  con-  the  transaction  of  the  public  business,  I  shall  then 
trovert  the  ^VM^m^nt  of  that  gentleman  in  regard  i  fall  back  upon  the  original  proposition  of  which 
to  the  words'  lio*  ttoed,  or  his  own  meaning  in  ;  1  gate  notice  yesterday,  and  shall  introduce  it 
using  them.  ■  Ho  merely  rose  to  show  that  he,  j  I  have  postponed  it  for  the  present,  in  deference 
(Mr.  1) ,)  hm)  not  intentionally  misconstrued  the  ;  to  the  wishes  of  others.  Is  the  gentleouui  satis- 
remark- liiade^f  IP  which  he  supposed  had  been    fied? 

inario  by  tli»'  c:tntleman  from  Frederick.  |     The  question  on  the  first  branch  of  the  reaolo- 

Tlic  journal  of  ycstenlay  wa4  then  read  and  j  tionof  Mr.  Gwinv,  was  then  taken,  and  wasde- 
appn>\c.l.  ,  cided  in  the  affirmatiire,  Teas  44,  nays  23. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  was  #d<^ 


TUK^fpNVEKTlON  AND  ITS  BUSINtKS. 

Mr.  (iwiMv  rose  and  said,  that  upon  consulta- 


ted,  and  the  Convention  decided  that  bereafler 
the  daily  hour  of  meeting,  should  be  ten  o*eloek. 
lion  with  «<*vera>l^entlemen  of  the' Convention,       The  question  then   recurred  on  the  second 
In;  had  (Uc'tdcd  to  modify  the  resolution  of  which    branch  of  the  resolution,  (prohibiting  a  DotkMi 
lir.  ha«<  uivf-n  notice,  so  far  as  to  put  it  into  the   to  adjourn  before  the  hour  of  three  o^clock.) 


li)il«>v.  in*.;  torm: 


Mr.  GwiNN  desired,  he  said,  to  withdraw  the 


/;i»iiir#./.  That  f!ie  Conroution  will  hereafter    second  branch  of  the  amendment. 


1  he  pREsmcNT  aaid,  if  no  objection  was  made, 
the  gentleman  could  withdraw  it. 

?Io  objection  having  been  made, 

The  second  branch  of  the  resolution  was  with- 
drawn. 

EVBNING  SESSIONS. 

Mr.  Mitchell  ofifered  the  following  orden 
Raolved,  That  after   to-dav   the    Conventioa 
will  meet  every  evening  at  half-past  four  o^clock. 
The  order  havlna  been  read, 
Mr.  Mitchell  demanded  the  preyious  qaes- 


iiu-ta  'it.  t'>ri  trcl(»:U.  and  that  no  motion   to  ad- 
journ, sfi.ill  be  in  order  before  three  o^clock. 

Tl.o  rcitoluU.<jn  having  been  read, 

*lr.  (itvwi#4lemandcd  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STKWAar^  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  the 
Yc:is  and  iiays  on  the  adoption  of  the  rcsolu- 
lion. 

Mr..  Smith  rfqueMcd  Mr.  Ow inn  to  withdraw 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  for  a  mo- 
ment. ■  ■■ 

Mr.  <5wiNN  declined  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  CN^MDF.R9,  of  Kent,  ro^e  to  a  question  of  ■  *^q^ 
order.      He  HHbmiliea   that  by  a   nilc   of  the        jy,V,   Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  the 

."rr*  ? .?    ""'      •''^•^'*""'  ''•'*'  ^  "^"y*  *"  ?"*u ''    y"s  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  order,  which 
and  thai  tl.i-^  was   a  proportion  to  repeal  that :  "^^^^  ordered. 

rule. 

The  l*RKsmKMr.  The  chair  thinks  that  the 
Ian  part  ol"  I  he  order,  will  be  entirely  nopera- 

tive  and  voul;  heeuuse  every  parliamentary  body    33   „       35   ^^^  rejected, 
ran  adjourn  at  any  time  It  pleases.     If  theresolu- !      »      J        '  J 

tioii  hiiould  [m  adopted,  the  Convention  could  non 
obstante,  a<ljonrii  ilie  next  moment. 

iMr.  Brknt,  of  Baltimore  city,  called  for  a  di- 
vision tjf  the  <{iie.stion. 

Some 
order,  as 


There  was  a  second  to  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  the  main  question  was  ofw- 
ed,  and  having  been  taken,  the  resolution,  by  yess 


THE  RULES. 


The  Presioent  announced  the  followiog  gen- 
tlemen as  composing  the  committee  which  bad 

conversation  followed   on  the  point  of '  y®^^"**^  ^®«"  ^'^^«'^  **^  *PP^'°^»  ^  "^^"f 
1 1<.  the  divisibility  of  the  resolution  un-    ***•  *""'**»  »"<*  ^^P**'*  ■"*^**  alterations  and  am«id- 

ments  thereto,  as  they  mig^ht  think  expedieni. 
Messrs.  Kicauo,  Schlet,  Buchanan,  Browii 

and  Morgan. 


der  tho  nilr 

The  I'KEsinr.NTT  decided  that  it  was  in  order  to 
divide  the  re!tolution. 

A*ul  a  (livi«'ion  wan  onlered. 

The  qnfNliori  was  then  stated  to  he  on  the  first 
branch  of  tliii  resolution,  to  wit:  that  hereafter 
the  hour  of  the  daily  meeting  of  the  Convention, 
should  he  ten  «»>lock. 

Tiie  yen-  and  navs  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  M'Kn;i;.     I  desire,  with  the  permission  of 
the  (onviMiiirn,  to  put  an  enquiry  to  the  gentle- 
man   fn»ni    tinllimore  city,  (Mr.  Gwinn.)     Has  ' 
the  flrcuH<^man  abandoned   the  pledge  which  he 


the  legislative  departmekt. 

f 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fiery,  the  Convention  le- 
sumed  the  consideration  of  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  being  the  report  heretofore  submitted  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  00 
the  1  legislative  department. 

The  fifth  section  (see  yesterday's  Registry,) 
being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Thomas  had  moved  to  amend  it  ht  intert- 


}est«rdt^y  pave  that  he  would  to-day  offer  a  re-  ^  jng  after  the  word  "day,"  in  the  aecood  line,  the 


'  t- 


'■*/-•/■ 


301 


1  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 

te  pending  question  wai  on  the  adoption 
d  amendmeot 

BlIWNIAL  tSSSlOK. 

iwcKsoir,  (to  the  President.)    Is  it  now 
for  me  to  make  the  motion,  of  which  I 
f  gave    notice,  to  reconsider  the  Tote 
"e  taken  on.  the  second  section, 
acBiDENT.    It  is  in  order. 
laiCKfiON.    I  make  the  motion. 
■BiiDKNT.     What  is  the  precise  motion 
Dtleman? 

IB1CK80N.  1  desire  to  move  a  recon- 
oof  the  vote  of  the  Convention  adop- 
lOMndment  of  the  gentleman  from  Queen 
fr.  Spencer,)  to  the  second  section  of 
rl. 

eonversation  followed  between  the  Chair 
OiaicKSON,  as  to  the  mode  by  which  the 
raid  be  attained,  when 
laicKSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  rote 
Mivention  adopting  the  second  section  of 
t. 

oeation  was  taken,  and  by  ayes  32,  noes 
ote  was  reconsidered. 
IRICK80N  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
rhich  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Sfencer. 
I  adopted,  (i.  e.  the  amendment  submit- 
le  people  the  question  of  annual  or  bien- 
ions. 

nestion  was  taken,  and  the  vote  was  re- 
ed. 

le  question  then  being  on  agreeing  to 
arcaa^s  amendment, 
conversation  followed  on    a   point    of 

PBircaa  expressed  his  desire  to  withdraw 
odment 
conversation    followed   on    the    point 

aasiDCNT  then  expressed  his  opinion  that 
liberal  construction  of  the  sixteenth  rule, 
leman  from  Queen  Anne,  (^Mr.  Spencer,) 
Itbdraw  his  amendment 
ipENCER  thereupon  withdrew  the  amend- 

uestion  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 

ion. 

Vells  moved  to  amend  the  said   second 

by  adding  at  the  end  tliereof  the  f ollow- 

the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly 
annual  *' 

Vblls  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
endment,  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
Malted  as  follows: 

Mftoe — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,Mor- 
naJdson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Merrick,  fiuch- 
iTeleh,  Constable,  Chambers,  of  Cecil, 
Hicb,  Sprigg,  Shriver,  Biser,  Gwinn, 
if  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood,  of  Baltimore 
are,  Anderson,  Ege,  Shower  and  Brown 

tee — Messrs.  Ricaad,  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
1,  Dalrymple,  Bell,  Bidgely,  Lloyd,  Dick- 


inson, Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  John  Oennis,  Wil- 
liams, Hicks,  Hodson,  Phelps,  Miller,  Bowling, 
Spencer,  George,  Wright,  Dirickaon,  Hearn, 
Jacobs,  Thomas,  G either,  Annan,  Stephenson, 
McHeqry,  Magraw,  Nelson,  Carter,  Stewart,  of 
Caroline,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  Schley, 
Fiery,  Neill,  Harbine,  Davis,  Brewer,  Waters, 
Wober,  Hollyday,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Parke  and 
Cockey — 45. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Paekc  moved  to  amend  said  second  section 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

'^ProMded,  That  the  Belegates  shall  be  elected 
for  one  year  and  the  Senators  for  three  years, 
(one-third  of  the  latter  annually,  as  near  as  may 
be,)  as  soon  as  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of 
the  State,  at  some  general  election  shall  have  de- 
cided in  favor  of  a  change  from  biennial  to  an- 
nual sessions  of  the  Legislature;  and  the  General 
Assembly  shall  have  the  power  to  provide  by  law 
for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people  as  aforesaid, 
and  for  making  all  arrangement  necessary  to 
carry  such  change  into  effect,  should  a  majority 
of  the  legal  voters  determine  in  favor  thereof.'' 

Mr.  Parke  said  he  did  not  desire  to  interpose 
any  delay.  He  was  in  favor  of  biennial  aessions 
at  present,  but  that  there  should  be  the  power  in 
the  Legislature,  to  change  the  time  to  soon  as 
the  people  could  be  relieved  from  direct  taxation. 
This,  he  was  inclined  to  believe,  would  accord 
with  the  feelings  of  the  people  themselves. 

The  (question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  said  section,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Phelps  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  McHenet  enquired  of  the  chair,  whether 
the  action  of  the  Convention  would  be  final,  or 
whether  it  would  again  be  in  order  to  move  a  re- 
consideration. 

The  PaasiDENT  said  that,  under  the  rule,  it 
had  been  the  practice  to  reconsider  more  than 
once. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  having 
been  taken,  the  section,  as  amended,  was  adop- 
ted. 

The  Convention  now  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  to  amend  the 
fifth  section,  as  amended,  by  striking  out,  in  the 
second  line,  the  words,  "in  every,"  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  words,  *'in  the  year  1854,  and 
on  the  same  day  in  every  second  year." 

Mr.  Thomas  made  some  explanatory  remarks 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  amendment  which  he  had 
offered,  which  was  intended  to  make  the  bill  con- 
sistent throughout,  stating  that  it  was  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  the  amendment  to  the  fifth  section 
which  had  been  engrafted  in  it  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne,  (Mr.  Spencer.) 
He  briefly  showed  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  adoption  of  the  fifth  section  as  it  had  been 
amended,  without  the  amendment  he  (Mr.  T.) 
bad  now  proposed,  and  then  consistency  would 
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be  restored  to  the  bill  by  the  adoption  of  his  from  Frederick  wis  not  tdopted,  the  consecnmiee 

amendment.  would  be,  that  the  Deleffates  would  be  elected 

Mr.  DoNALDSoK  said   the  whole  of  the  pro-  eighteen  months  before  ue  session, 

gramme  of  the  gentleman  from  Frederick  was  m^.  Chambers.    The  gentleman  from  Frede- 

entirely  consistent  with  his  opmion  in  favor  of  ^4^^,  (Mr.  Thomas.)  was  mistaken  in  the  iact 

biennial  sessions.    But,  as  he  illustrated  in  a  few  ^^t  the  House  had  passed  upon  the  question  of 

explanatory  remarks  it  was  dirccUy  in  conflict  ^^^  ^.^^  ^f  ^^^  election,    rfis  friend  from  Anne 

with  the  amendment  he  (Mr.  D.)  had  offered.  Arundel.  (Mr.  Donaldson.)  had  offered  mn  amend- 

Mr.  Chambers  said:  ment  to  the  third  section,  which  was  intended  to 

The  bill  as  framed  by  the  committee  contem-  battle  that  question,  but  being  one  of  importance 

plated  annual  sessions.    A  vote  of  the  House  ap-  it  was  passed  over  informally  in  consequenoe  of 

parently  decisive,  had  expressed  a  preference  for  the  absence  of  a  large  numSer  of  members.    It 

biennial  sessions.    The  amendments  so  far  adopt-  was  no  great  evidence  of  temerity,  therefore,  to 

ed,  would  require  the  firR  election  for  the  first  presume,  as  he  had   ventured  to  do,  that  the 

biennial  session  to  be  held  in  the  fall  of  1853.  un-  House  would  provide  for  an  election  four  months 

less,  indeed,  it.  should  be  designed  to  have  the  prior  to  the  session,  rather  than  sixteen  months 

election  sixteen  months  before  the  session  com-  before  the  members  elect  would  take  their  seatL 

menced.  instead  of  four,  which  he  could  not  pre-  As  the  matter  stood,  without  the  ameodmeot  now 

sume  to  be  the  design.    The  amendment  now  for  the  first  time  offered,  that  was  the  only  quce- 

offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Frederick.  (Mr.  tion.    Jn  regard  to  this  amendment,  he  murt 

Thomas.)  was  calculated  to  foreclose  that  ques-  again  ask,  ••  cut  bono  9  "    The  gentleman  bad 

tion.    He  thought  it  ought  to  await  the  action  of  heard  his  objections,  very  briefly  to  be  aure,  but 

a  full  house.     He  regarded  it  as  an  important  very  distinctly  stated ;  first,  that  every  one  who 

question,  and  thought  the  elections  ought  to  be  encouraged  the  exercise  of  this  great  prerogative 

thrown  upon  the  even  years,  so  that  every  alter-  of  a  freeman— the  right  of  suffrage— sbouki  mul- 

nate  election  should  occur  at  the  same  time  as  tiply  the  facilities  and  inducements  to  a  toll  cx- 

the  election  for  electors  of  President.  pression  of  popular  sentiment ;  and,  secondly, 

It  was  cerUinly  desirable  in   every  general  ?"I»f''*^^y  motive  of  economy  wa«  disrfjsuded 

election  to  furnish  every  facility  and  every  in-  ^^  ^^^  P^.P^,^^  "^Tl^'u  "*  Tt^^'l  ^\Z 

ducement  to  voter,  to  express  their  opinions.  ^^  the  attention  of  the  House  to  ti^e  fact  ttaj 

He  thought  it  quite  undenliable  that  a  more  full  ^*  gentleman  had  not  even  made  a  beginoing  to 

expression  of  popu lar  sentiment  could  be  expect-  ^"*'^^''  ^^^^  objecUons. 

ed,  when  in  addition  to  the  interest  excited  by  Mr.  Thomas  suggested  that  if  the  genUeman 

the  election  for  State  officers,  there  would  be  ^o"^  i^^nt  was  willing  to  do  so,  they  m»ht  n 

added  the  further  interest  of  a  Presidential  clec-  back  to  the  third  section  and  teat  the  sense^tbe 

Uon.    To  this  motive  was  added  another— that  House  by  a  vote,  which  would  setae  the.diffieul- 

of  economy.    Why  incur  the  unnecessary  expense  ^y*     * 

of  two  elections,  when  you  gain  all  the  advanta-  Mr.  Chambers.    The  reason   which  induced 
ges,  and  indeed  additional  advantages,  by  having  the  House  to  pass  informally  by  the  third  sec- 
one  ?    Not  only  would  the  number  of  voters  be  tion  is  of  greater  force  now.    li  so  important  a 
diminished,  and  the  permanent  expenses  of  the  measure  should  be  determined  by  so  thin  a  House 
counties  be  unnecessarily  increased,  but  wo  are  as  we  now  have,  it  would  of  course  be  reconsid- 
now  asked  to  provide  for  a  third  annual  session  ered  when  absent  members  resume  their  seats, 
of  the   Legislature  to  enable  us  to  bring  about  He  wished  the  subject  still  to  remain  open, 
these  mischiefs.     He  held  it  to  be  altogether  un-  The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  the  amend- 
necessary  to  hold  three  successive  sessions  to  ment  of  Mr.  Thomas. 
carry  out  the  details  of  the  provisions  to  be  adopt-  .  ,„   t«„/„  . .  «oi,o.i  tK^  «*«.  ««*i  fi«m> 
ed  in  the  new  Constitution.     It  ought  all  to  be  ^^^'  ^"°"^'  ^'^*^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  "*^- 
done  in  a  single  session— certainly  in  two.  Which  were  ordered;  and 

Mr.  Thomas  briefly  replied  that  as  the  House  ^^ing  token,  resulted  as  follows: 
had  already  determined  as  to  the  time  of  elec-  Affirmative — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch, 
tions,  that  question  was  settled.  It  had  also  in-  Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Dickinson.  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
corporated  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle-  Chambers  of  Cecil.  McCullough.  McLane,  Soen- 
man  from  Queen  Anne's,  to  the  fifth  section,  and  cer.  George,  Wright,  Thomas,  Shriver,  Gaitner, 
that  without  the  present  amendment,  rendered  Biser.  Annan,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  Magraw, 
the  bill  a  deformity.  He  stated  that  he  had  Nelson,  Carter.  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Gwino. 
agreed  to  the  amendment  making  it  imperative  Brentof  Baltimore  city.  Ware.  Harbine,  Brew- 
on  the  Legislature  to  hold  a  second  session,  be-  er.  Anderson,  Weber.  Hollyday,  Fitzpatnek. 
cause  he  believed  that  the  Legislature  would  £ge.  Shower  and  Brown — 36. 
have  done  so  without  such  provision.  His  so!e  Negative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Ri- 
object  was  to  make  one  section  in  accordance  caud.  Chambers  of  Kent.  Mitchell,  Donaldsoo, 
with  another,'  and  his  amendment  would  be  in  Dorsey.  Wells,  Dalrymple.  Merrick,  John  Deo- 
strict  conformity  with  the  provisions  agreed  on  by  nis,  Williams.  Hicks,  Hodson,  Sprigg,  Bowling, 
the  House.  Dirickson,  Jacobs,   Stewart  of  Baltimore  city» 

Mr.  Merrick  said  he  certainly  preferred  that  Schley,    Fiery,    Neill.    Davis,   Waters,  Smith, 

the  sessions  of  the  Legislature  should  be  held  in  Parke  and  Cockey — 27. 

even  years*    If  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


^  The  quartion  wu  UIud,  and 
Tbs  KcUoo  11  amended,  wm  adopled. 
Hr.  Cb4M*(u,  of  Kent,  nvenoUce  that  when 
there   ihould    be  a  full  Convention,  be  Hould 
more  to  recoD*ider  Ibe  vole  b;  wbich  the  omend- 
meDtofHr.THOHii,  bed  been  edopted. 
The  tixth  lection  wu  then  read  ai  follows: 
8ce.  6.    The  General  Anemblj  may  continue  I 
llltir  fint  two  lenioni  aller  the  adoption  of  this  ' 
COBltilutioD,  >■  longai  in  the  opinion  of  the  I  wo  ' 
Homea,  the  public    interest  may   require  it,  but  ' 
•11  inbiequeot  recular  Muiom  of  Ibe  General  ' 
AaMmblj   ihall    be  eloced  on  the  tenth  daj  of  j 
Hsreh  nest  eniuing  the  time  of  their  commence'  ' 
BMot,  iinle»  the  lame  sbill  be  cloud  at  an  ear-  | 
lier  daj  bj  the  igreement  of  the  two  House*. 

Mr.  Piast  moved  to  amend  ibe  SBClion  bj 
■trikinf   out  "two  Msaioas"  and  inaeriing  "aes- 

The  quealion  wai  taken;  and 
The  amendment  wai  rejected. 
And  then  the  lectioa  wu  adopted. 
The  aeTenth  lection  wairead  as  follows: 
Sac.  7.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  aa  ft  Sena- 
tor or  Deleftte  wbo,  at  the  time  of  hi9  election, 
bnotB  oitken  of  the  United   Slates,  and  wlio 
bM  not  resided  at  least  three  years  next  preced- 
ing tba  da*  of  his  election  in  the  Slate,  and  the 
M  jear  thereof  in  the  which  be  msjr  be 

ckoMO  to  repreaenl,  if  such  shall  have 

baan  ta  hx^  ettablisbed,  and  if  not,  then  in  the 
eountjr  from  which  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  same 
maj  MTe  been  formed;  nor  shall  any  person  be 
•liable  ti  a  Senator,  unless  he  shall  have  also 
stUined  the  tgt  of  veais,  nor  as  a  Delegate 
nleM  he  shall  bare  attained  the  age  of  Iwentj- 
eoe  Tikn  at  the  lime  of  his  election. 

Mr.  Tbohu  moTod  to  fill  the  blank  in  ttie 
fourth  line,  with   the   words  "county,  city,  or 

Mr.  DoKsiT  moTed  to  amend  the  amendment 
bj  striking  out  the  word  "district." 

After  a  brief  eiplacalion  between  Messrs. 
Thomas  tuid  Doisit — 

Mr.  Ta  OH  AS  accepted   Mr.  DoaaEi's  amend- 

The  amendment  thus  modified,  was  agreed 

And  the  same  words, 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Were  inserted  la  the  fiflb  line  of  the  sec- 
lion. 

Mr.  Sraiao  moved  lo  amend  the  seventh  sec- 
tioD.aa  follows: 

Strike  out  In  the  second  line,  the  words  "iSi 
Dot  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,"  and  insert, 
"bu  not  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  for 
at  least  five  years  " 

Mr.  BaowH.  This  is  an  important  amendment. 
I  ask  the  yeai  imi  nays. 

Hr.  Tbomu  called  for  a  division  of  Iho  ques- 
tion, tni  00  strikini;  out. 

Mr.  DoKStT  said; 

Be  waa  opHised  to  the  propoeition  of  the  gen- 
tlemu  tnn  Prince  George's,  (Mi.  Sprigg,)  the 


Was  any  beoeGeiarobjaet 


object  of  which  w 
naturalized  citizeni 
to  be  effected  b;  it 
provision.  When  the  old  Constiiulion  was  formed 
il  was  not  considered  necessary  that  either  the 
Governor,  a  tjenator  Or  a  member  of  the  UouM 
of  Delegates,  should  bt  u  citizen,  nor  was  itoon- 
itdered  that  voters  should  be  so  until  the  year 
lesG.  That,  however,  was  wrong;  and  the  con- 
stitutional amendments  of  1S3G  provided  the  rem- 
edy. But  it  appeared  to  him  lobe  altogether 
unnecessary  lo  require  the  lapse  of  five  years 
after  naturalization  before  a  niluralized  foreini- 
er  can  be  admitted  to  the  pririleges  of  a  native 
born  citizen- 
He  was  unwilling  to  impoae  unneceesary  rei- 
traints  on  naturalized  citizens;  they  ought  lohave 
the  same  rights  as  natives.  There  was  not  the 
least  danger  of  the  Stats  being  so  overrun  by 
naturalized  citizens,  as  to  render  Lhem  daageroul 
to  the  native  born  population.  Maryland  held  out 
no  Guch  inducements  lo  their  settlement  in  it,  in 
such  exeesslve  number?,  as  did  the  new  Stales.  If 
naturalized  cilizena  setlle  among  us  and  give 
proof  uf  their  illaclimetit  to  our  institutions,  by 
so  conducting  thenuelves  as  to  obtain  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  community,  their  felbw- 
citizens  think  proper  to  elect  them  to  responsible 
stations,  lie  would  not  interpose  in  this  respect 
any  restriction  to  Ihe  wishes  of  the  people.     He 


if  this  kind  0 


ould  deem 'it  wrong 


«of 


elective  franchise,  and  eligibililT  t-    

In  Uie  Slate  of  Maine,  he  believed,  there  was  a 
restriction  of  this  kind,  where  the  population  is 
made  up,  in  some  portions  of  the  State,  of  En- 
glish and  Irish,  and  other  foreigners,  which  ren- 
dered it  necessary,  in  the  opinion  Of  those  who 
framed  the  ConsLitution  of  thai  State,  to  impose 
such  roslrtctioo. 

But  in  this  Stale,  he  repeated,  we  had  no 
ground  of  apprehension  of  anoiceisiveor  din- 
Kerous  influx  of  foreign  population;  and  if  the 
people  chose  to  elect  a  naturalized  citizen  to  an 
oflice  of  trust  and  honor,  he  knew  no  reasoD  why 
they  should  be  restricled  in  their  choice. 

Mr  Srniac  interposed  and  said,  that  If  the 
gentleman  from  Anna  Arundel,  (Mr.  Donn,) 
would  yield  the  fioor  for  the  purpoee,  he,  (Mr. 
S.,)  would  relieve  the  gentleman  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  further  ditcussion. 

lie,  (Mr.  S.,)  bad  no  intention  to  excite  de- 
bate on  this  or  any  other  question.  With  the 
Ecrmission  of  Ihe  gentleman,  he  would  withdraw 
is  amendment. 

yielding  Iho  Boor  for  the  pur- 


ithdrew  his  amendment, 
moved  lo  amend  the  section  by 
om  the  words  "United  Sutes," 


'"Mr  Span 
Mr-  McH: 

lo  the  word  "nor"  in  ine  seientn  ime,  and  inier- 
ling"and  of  this  Stale." 

Mr.  McH.  said,  that  the  requirement  of  three 
years  residence  would  he  avoided  by  the  adop- 
tion of  his  amendment.  He  Ihougbl  the  people 
were  always  aufficientlyjealous  of  any  encroach- 
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ment  or  their  rights,  to  keep  a  strict  grjard  orer 
them;  and  he  would  oppose  the  proposition  to 
impose  a  restriction,  where  the  choice  of  the 
people  should  be  untrammeled.  An  individual 
may  possess  every  reauisite  qualification;  may 
stand  well  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellowcitizens, 
and  in  every  respect  may  be  just  the  man  requir- 
ed by  the  public  wishes  and  the  public  interests; 
but  because  he  has  not  resided  in  the  county  ex- 
actly the  time  prescribed,  the  people  are  to  be 
debarred  from  electing  him.  It  did  not  require 
a  multiplicity  of  words  to  show  the  impolicy  of 
such  a  restriction;  and  he  would,  therefore,  re- 
frain from  troubling  the  House  with  any  further 
remarks. 

Mr.  Phblps  said: 

That  if  the  principle  was  to  be  admitted  that  it 
is  wrong  in  any  case,  to  put  a  restriction  on  the 
right  of  election,  we  may  as  well  say  at  once 
that  a  person  may  be  taken  from  the  county  of 
Dorchester,  to  represent  the  county  of  Hamrd, 
or  from  Harford  to  represent  Dorchester,  or  do 
away  at  once,  witii  all  qualification  on  the  score 
of  residence.  But,  to  do  this,  would  be  in  viola- 
tion of  ihe  principles  on  which  our  political  in- 
stitutions are  founded.  It  was  proper' that  there 
should  be  a  certain  prescribed  term  of  residence 
before  a  citizen  is  eligible  to  offices  of  trust  and 
emolument. 

He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Harford  wquld  not  prevail.  He  could  see 
no  force  in  the  argument  the  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  in  support  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  McHenrt  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchester  could  see  no  argument  in  what 
he,  (Mr.  McH.,)  had  advanced,  the  gentleman 
from  Dorchester  certainly  did  not  meet  it  with 
any  argument. 

Mr.  Phelps  explained.  He  had  said  ho  did 
not  comprehend  the  force  of  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Harford,  but  he  disavowed  any 
intention  to  use  that  language  in  any  disrespect- 
ful sense. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  McHenry;  and 

It  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Dorset  moved  to  amend  said  section  by 
striking  out  **three**  in  the  third  line,  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  "two." 

Mr.  Dorset  said  that  hitherto  twelve  months 
residence  had  been  what  was  required  for  a 
Delegate,  and  three  years  for  a  Senator.  It  oc* 
curred  to  him  that  two  years  would  be  quite 
enough  for  either.  If  a  gentleman  well  known 
in  the  neighboring  States  of  Pennsylvania  or 
Delaware,  near  the  confines  of  Maryland,  and 
l^nerally  respected,  should  move  his  residence 
over  the  line  into  our  State,  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary, if  he  were  known  tnd  esteemed,  that  he 
should  have  a  lon^  residence  to  qualify  him  for 
office.  It  was  only  necessary  for  the  candidate 
to  have  been  a  sufficient  length  of  time  in  the 
State  and  county,  to  know  what  were  the  inter- 
ests of  the  State  and  of  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents. If  the  people  ^knew  him  to  be  Jproperly 
?[ualified,  no  public  inconvenience  would  i-esult 
irom  their  electing  him  after  a  residence  of  two 


years.    The  restriction  woold  opertte  oo  the 
native,  equally  with  the  nataralixed  citizen. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  DoRSEY  WIS  rejected. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  to  amend  said  secUon  bv 
filling  the  blank,  in  the  eighth  line,  with  **thhty.*' 

Mr.   ScHLET  moved  to  fill  the'  blank  with 
"twenty-five." 

And  the  question  was  first  on  the  longest  time. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Merrick  was  reject- 
ed. 

And  tlio  amendment  of  Mr.  Sculst  wae  agreed 
to. 

The  section  was  further  verbally  amended  oo 
motioD  of  Mr.  Dorset. 

The  section,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  report  was  read 
adopted,  as  follows : 

Section  8th.  No  member  of  Congress,  or  _ 
holding  any  Civil  or  Military  office  under 
United  States,  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in 
General  Assembly,  and  if  any  person  shall, 
his  election  as  a  member  of  either  House  of 
General  Assembly,  be  elected  to  CoDgreas  or 
appointed  to  any  office,  Civil  or  Military, 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  bis  aeeep^ 
ance  thereof  shall  vacate  his  seat. 

The  ninth  section  was  read  as  follows : 

Section  9//*.  No  Priest,  Clergyman  or  Teacher 
of  any  religious  persuasion,  society  or  sect,  tnd 
no  person  holding  any  civil  office  of  profit  ooder 
this  State,  except  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shaft  be 
capable  of  having  a  seat  in  the  General  Asmi- 
bly. 

Mr.  GwiKN  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out 
the  word  "civil"  in  the  second  line. 

On  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Spencer  as  to  tbs 
effect  of^  this  amendment,  a  brief  convenstioo 
took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Dorset,  Mr.  Gwnn, 
and  Mr.  Spencer  took  part,  when  Mr.  Rdgilt 
suggested  that  his  colleairue,  (the  Reverend  Mr. 
Chandler,)  was  absent  from  his  seatowiogto 
severe  indisposition  in  his  family,  and  that  be 
wished  to  be  heard  on  this  question.  Hetber^ 
fore  asked  of  the  courtesy  of  the  House  to  pan 
over  this  matter  informally  for  the  present. 

The  President  said,  that  under  the  practice 
of  the  Convention,  unanimous  consent  woeld  be 
required  to  paes  over  the  section  informally. 

Some  conversation  followed,  ar.er  whicRi 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McHenrt,  the  considers- 
tion  of  the  section  was  postponed  until  the  other 
sections  of  the  report  should  have  been  coDside^ 
ed. 

The  tenth  section  .of  the  report  was  read  at 
follows : 

Section  lOth.  Every  Senator  and  Delegate  be* 
fore  he  acts  as  such,  shall  take  and  subscribe  the 
following  oath  or  affirmation,  viz:  "I  do  tolemii' 
ly  s«vear,  (or  affirm  ks  the  case  may  be,)  that  1 
will  support  the  Constitutiod  of  the  United  Statas, 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Marjlaad, 
and  that  I  will  faithfully  dischai^e  my  dotietas 
Senator,  (or  Delegate  as  the  case  may  t>e,)  with- 
out prejudice  or  partiality,  and  to  the  best  of  bt 
ability.^' 
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Mr.  Chambbbi a  of  Kent,  (with  a  fiew,  he  Mid,  ooald  never  be  in  meh  a  condition  but  that  five 

9  avoid  the  miUtiplieation  of  oaths,)  oSered  a  members  could  be  found  ready  to  second  a  call 

nbitiUite  oath.  lor  the  yea^  and  nays.    He  thought  the  claune  a 

Mr.  SrsNCsa  moTed  an  amendment  noTel  one  to  be  engrafted  in  a  written  Constitu- 

Some  explanation  followed  between  Messrs.    ^^:     ^  .  ^ , 

:HAiiBaas  and  SpurcBa,  and  SriWAaT,  of  Caro-       ^/'  J'^aud  withdrew  his  amendment. 
1^  Mr.  Chambkr:!  moTed  to  amend  the  section  by 

Mr.  STBwaaT,  of  Caroline,  moved  to  strike  ;  providing  that  the  yeas  and  naysssould  be  order- 
ed on  the  call  of  three,  (instead  of  five)  memberA 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RiCAUD  suggest<>d  one. 

Mr.  Cbaubbm,  of  Kent,  accepted  the  modifi- 
cation. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

And  the  section,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  fifleenth  section  was  read  and  adopted,  as 
follows : 

_  _       See.l5th.  Neither  House  shall,  without  the 

a  President  and  its  othtr  officers,  and  the  i  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three 

ioQie  of  Delegates  when  assembled  shall  choose  I  «*«y»»  n*"^  ^  •"J  o^®*"  P^^^e  than  that  in  which 
iBrMker  and  its  other  officers— each  House  the  Houses  shall  be  sitting,  without  the  concur- 
rent rote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  of 
both  Houses. 

The  sixteenth  section  was  then  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sse.  \Qlh.  The  enacting  clause  of  every  bill 
shall  be,  "  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Astern- 

be  enacted 


•IthaaeeUoo 

Mr.  CaaMBBBs,  of  Kent,  acquiescing  in  a  sug-  \ 
tietioD  of  Mr.  Stbwabt  to  that  effect,  withdrew  i 
lii  BBModment  I 

Tbe  qneetioo  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Ir.  Stbwabt, 

And  tiM  seetioo  was  stricken  out 

Tbe  eleventh  section  of  the  report  was  read,  as 
bliowt: 

See.  lllfc.  The  Senate,  upon  assembling,  shall 


hBU  be  Judge  of  the  qualifications,  elections  and 
etam  of  its  members,  but  a  contested  election 
hell  be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
liraeted  bylaw. 

Mr.  DoBSBT,  (to  meet  a  suggestion  of  Mr. 
3wbers,  of  Kent,)  moved  to  amend  the  said 

leetkm  by  inserting  aiter  the  word  * 'determined,'*  j  biy  of  Maryland."  and  nu'law  shall 
a  tbe  fifth  line,  the  following :  !  except  by  Bill. 


*'  By  tbe  House  in  which  such  contests  may 


Tlie  amendment  was,  agreed  to. 

And  tbe  section,  as  amMided,  was  adopted. 

Tbe  twdfth  section  was  read  and  adopted  as 
fbOowi: 

8u.  19t4.  A  magority  of  each  House  shall  con- 
ititiite  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business, 
M  a  laiailer  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to 
Ibj,  fltod  may  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
laeaiberB  in  such  manner  and  under  such  penal- 
tlae  as  each  House  may  prescribe. 

Tbe  thirteenth  section  was  read  and  adopted, 
■  follows: 

Mm,  I3ik.  The  doors  of  each  House  and  of 
Boaunitieet  of  the  whole  shall  be  open,  except 
when  tbe  business  is  such  as  ought  to  be  kept  se- 
eiat. 

Tbe  fourteenth  section  was  read,  as  follows  : 

See.  litk.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of 
Its  proceedings  and  cause  the  same  to  be  publish- 
ed---the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  on  any 
qneetion  shall,  at  the  desire  of  any  five  of  them, 
be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Stbpbbmsom  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  **  five,**  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  **  two.^* 

Tbe  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  RtcauD  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
tbe  last  elanse  of  the  section,  (in  regard  to  the 
^eat  and  n^s, 

Mr.  Thomas  stated  that  this  amendment  pre« 
mpposea  the  ease  where  a  majority  of  members 
preaeot  may  not  wish  their  votes  to  go  out  to  the 
world,  and  therefore  do  not  desire  to  have  the 
yeas  and  nays  recorded.  The  number  of  five  is 
ipecified,  beoaose  it  is  believed  that  the  House 
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Mr.  Dorset  said,  that  if  chanfe,  for  the  sake 
of  change,  was  not  the  onier  of  the  dny,  he  i>hould 
prefer  me  language  of  the  old  Constitution.  But 
if  we  were  to  have  change,  he  would  move  to 
amend  the  said  section  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  the,^'  in  the  first  line,  the  words  **  com- 
mencement of  the  first.** 

Mr.  Chambbrs  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  Con- 
vention would  stand  ny  the  language  of  the  old 
Constitution  so  far  as  practicable. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  DoR<iET  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline*  moved  to  amend 
the  section  by  adding,  at  the  end  thereof,  the 
words, 

•«  And  that  all  laws  be  passed  by  original  Bill 
and  not  as  supplement.  '* 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  pointed  out  the 
confusion  and  embarrassment,  which  were  pro- 
duced  in  the  laws,  bv  the  practice  of  passinii;  sup- 
plementary acts,  l^he  original  law,  enihracinf; 
every  variety  of  subjecis,  has  been  permitted  to 
stand,  and  supplements  have  passed,  until  a  very 
few  linei  of  the  original  law  remain  in  force. 
And  it  is  impossible  for  the  people  to  tell  what  in 
in  force  as  law,  or  what  has  been  repealed.  Lawft 
are  enacted  for  all  classes  of  the  community,  and 
should  be  plain  and  intelligible.  All  laws  should 
be  passed  oy  original  bill,  and  in  the  lan^ace  of 
his  amendment  would  embrace  but  one  subject, 
and  that  subject  should  be  described  in  the  title 
of  the  law. 

Mr.  Spbvcer  said  the  amendment  was  onn 
which  would  produce  much  difficulty.  It  wouM 
lead  to  great  delay  in  legislatinn.  a'ld  would 
furnish  a  crib  from  which  to  feed  the  printers. 

Mr  Stbwabt  replied,  that  the  cost  ui  print- 
ing, if  the  benefit  and  good  that  would  result, 
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was  quadruple,  should  not  prevent  the  pauageof 
the  amendment  The  gentleman  from  Queen 
Anne's,  had  said  that  if  would  create  a  great  crib 
for  the  printers.  Hej(Mr.S.,)knew  not  why  there 
ought  not  to  be  a  crib  for  printers,  as  well  as  one 
for  lawyers,  for  surely  the  present  mode  of  legis- 
lation ii^  one  of  the  latter  kind.  But  in  frammg 
a  Constitution  for  a  great  and  growing  State,  we 
should  not  look  to  any  one  class  of  the  commu- 
nity alone,  but  endeavor  to  secure  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number. 

Mr.  Harbine  expressed  himself  entirely  favor- 
able to  the  object  of  the  amendment,  but  he  could 
not  see  how  the  difficulty  against  which  it  was  di- 
rected, could  be  overcome.  One-half  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,wou1d  not  know  where  to 
find  these  laws.  If  we  are  to  provide  for  the 
codification  of  our  system,  then  indeed  this  pro- 
per reform  might  be  carried  into  effect.  Without 
such  codification,  the  gentleman  from  Caroline, 
oould  not  get  at  the  object  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BaowN  said  the  difficulty  with  him  was 
this.  If  the  Legislature  put  all  the  laws  relating 
to  a  subject,  which  have  not  been  repealed,  into 
one,  it  would  amount  to  a  codification,  and  it 
would  take  a  long  time,  perhaps  twelve  months, 
[Mr.  Schley,  in  his  seal,  •'twelve  years."]  to  ac- 
complish it. 

Mr.  Spencer  thought  the  subject  was  sur- 
rounded with  difficulties.  If  every  time  we  find 
a  defect  in  a  law,  the  Legislature  is  to  re-enact 
it,  there  will  be  no  end  of  legislation.  Almost 
every  law  will  have  to  be  re-enacted,  and  the 
sessions  must  become  interminable.  He  refered 
to  the  insolvent  laws,  and  the  attachment  system, 
which  would,  in  such  cases,  lead  to  long  discus- 
sions, 80  as  to  protract  the  sittings  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  said  that  he  felt  a 
deep  interest  in  the  amendment  that  he  had  of- 
fered, because  he  thought  it  would  remedy  many 
of  the  evils  that  exist  under  the  pre.-ent  mode  of 
]ee:islation,  and  work  great  good  to  the  people  of 
the  SUte. 

Tiie  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne*8,  (Mr. 
Spencer,)  has  said  that  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  would  lead  to  interminable  sessions 
of  the  Legislature.  He  (Mr.  S)  did  not  think 
so.  If  the  plan  he  had  proposed,  had  been  adopt- 
ed at  the  commencement  of  our  State  Govero- 
ment,  the  whole  volume  of  laws,  instead  of  swell- 
ing out  to  its  present  bulk  and  requiring  a  life- 
time of  study  to  know  them,  would  not  now  ex- 
ceed, three  or  four  hundred  pages,  and  would  be 
understood  by  the  most  of  the  people.  The  ex- 
isting evil  calls  for  a  remedy,  and  how  else  can 
it  be  applied  except  by  a  provision  in  theConsti- 
tiition ,  and  what  better  time  can  there  be,  to  com- 
mence a  new  system  of  legislation  than  when  the 
new  <  Constitution  has  been  adopted?  It  has  re- 
peatedly been  ur^d,  against  the  amendment, 
that  members  of  the  Legislature  could  not  know 
w  hat  trie  laws  were,  and  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey,)  has  said  that  they  would 
have  to  go  to  a  lawyer  to  get  a  simple  amend- 
ment to  a  law  drawn.  There  could  not  be  no 
stronger  argument  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
than  this,    it  is  an  acknowledgmeDt  that  incom- 


petent men,  under  the  present  sytleni,  naj  drift 
lawa  and  get  them  passed  in  an  imperfeet  fbcm. 
How,  he  would  ask,  could  the  Lci^idatiire  pea 
wise  and  judicious  amendments  to  laws,  when 
they  knew  not  what  the  laws  were.  As  well 
might  you  expect  a  man,  who  koew  nothing  of 
mechanics  to  repair  an  engine  properly,  as  that 
the  Legislature  should  amend  a  law  wisely,  when 
they  knew  nothing  of  the  law  that  thej  were 
amending.  Many  amendatory  supplements,  now, 
require  explanatory  acts,  and  thus  snpplenient  k 
added  to  law,  and  law  to  supplement,  until  it  re- 
quires iudges,  lawyers,  and  jurymen,  to  find  out 
what  the  law  is.  There  are  many  penal  stal- 
utes  that  is  of  vital  importance,  that  tney  should 
be  understood  and  yet  m  many  cases,  thiey  were 
so  covered  up  amid  supplements  and  amendments, 
that  it  is  often  difficult  to  find  the  true  law.  If 
a  fiirmer  or  mechanic  should  desire  to  prove  sa 
account  to  be  sent  out  of  the  State,  or  one  against 
a  deceased  person,  he  doubted  whether  they 
could  find  the  law.  The  laws  sre  now  so  lola- 
minous,  that  but  few  will  incur  the  expense  of 
their  purchase. 

The  latter  part  of  the  amendment  has  met  wUk 
the  strongest  opposition .  Is  it  because  it  is  some- 
thing  new  ?  He  was  aware  that  there  were  many 
persons  averse  to  change — that  prefer  old  tbi^pa 
and  customs  to  new.  This  is  an  age  of  progieia 
and  improvement.  We  cannot  look  around  any- 
where in  this  great  and  flourishing  Unioo,  but 
what  we  see  improvement  and  progress.  Thero 
is  no  nobility  in  old  usages  and  customs.  lEnxj 
thine  is  appreciated  for  its  intrinsic  worth. 

What,  ne  would  ask,  does  the  latter  part  of  tie 
amendment  propose  ?    "No  law  shall  oe  revived 
or  amended  oy  reference  to  its  title  only."   h 
not  that  right  and  reasonable .'    Does  not  eveiy . 
one  know  that  laws  are  often  amended  or  revived 
by  reference  to  their  title  only  ?    This,  then,  is 
to  prevent  such  mode  of  reviving  and  amending 
laws.    Then  again,  "but  in  such  case,  all  lucli 
parts  of  the  act  to  be  revived  or  amended,  that 
are  embraced  in  the  object  of  the  bill,  shall  be 
re-enacted  and  published  at  length.    If  this  be 
adopted,  the  Legislature,  before  they  can  revire 
or  amend  a  law,  must  have  it  before  them.  Tbey 
must  then  know  what  it  is  they  sre  to  rerive  or 
amend.    It  is  also  proposed    to  have  the  laws 
codified.    He  was  heartily  in  favor  of  it,  and 
when  they  were  codified,  the  amendment  be  bad 
offered  would  keep  them  so.    Without  it,  they 
would  require  codifying  every  ten  years. 

Mr.  SpRiGG  moved  to  amend  the  amendtaeai 
of  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  by  adding  thefol' 
lowing: 

*'And  no  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature,  shall 
embrace  more  than  one  object,  and  that  shall  be 
described  in  its  title,  and  no  law  shall  be  revised 
or  amended  by  reference  to  its  title  only.^* 

Mr.  Dorset  said  he  thought  it  Tory  impor- 
tant the  qualifications  of  the  persons  emnlond 
in  this  work,  should  be  well  aacertaineo.  Ifo 
man  should  be  permitted  to  discharge  the  du^ 
who  is  not  a  sound  and  experienced  lawyer.  Tbe 
codification  of  our  system  of  laws  would  reouhe 
great  skill  and  care.    The  members  of  the  &»• 


•■Uy  wan  IneoDpetent  to  tludiMbtm 
idotj.  IT  it  WH  required  that  IhsLegu- 
MUMKobecktotheeooimNioBineTitofaur 
rtom,  mi  codiPr  all  the  Itwa,  the  qu»]iE~ 
Tor  aoeh  ■  laak'would  rarely,  if  e*er,  bt 
■ajUotMeof  De1«|BtM.  He  referred  tlio 
riee  of  pdQIioc  the  work,  ai  impoeiag  ■ 
peoM  on  the  State,  ind  the  work,  when 
)d,wouldbe woerethaimljeleiB.  Ererj 
oftbe  Ledalatuiv  would  be  required  to 
za  hiEOMlT  with  all  its  enictinerile  be- 
nuld  be  eofflpetent  to  ditcharge  the  du- 
«tad  to  be  asucDcd  him. 
QMLiT  Boggeeled  that  the  gBntieman  from 
,  ni^t  better  obtain  hii  object  by  the 
opCM  in  the  Conititutioii  of  the  Slate  or 
,  which  he  read.  That  he  contidered 
I  onlj  feasible  mode  bj  whieh  it  could  be 
1  eolleajCue  of  hit  had   earlj  in  tbe  Mm- 


I     Altar  the  UpM  of  a  few  mIsutM— a  quonim 

being  preeent, 
{     The  Journal  of  jeaterdaywM  read,  and  bai< 

inf  been   amended  ai  to  an  error  in  the  ttale- 
;  ment   of  Mr.   Thoh*!'    amendmeot,  wu  ap- 


The  PaniDEHT  liid  before   the  Convention  a 

?itition  of  aundrjr  citizens  of  the  cii}  of  New 
orll,  prajii^  the  Conireniion  to  Incorporate  in 
the  ornnio  law  of  this  Slate,  a  provision  enlire- 
It,  ana  forever  prohibiling  ths  drawing  of  lotte- 
ries wilhin  the  tiUte  of  Maryland. 

The  petition  having  been  resd, 

Mr.  DoHtLDioN  moved  that  il  be  printed  on  lb* 
Journal,  (ooiilting  the  names,  with  the  eiceptieo 
of  the  firtl  two  or  three.) 

Mr.  Shriver  moved  that  the  petition  be  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on   the  legiilative  depart- 


Ibe  lawe.  but  be  could  not  find  it  in  bii 
nnali  If  a  commissioner  were  appob- 
tho  clause  from  the  Missouri  Cooititu- 
s  added,  the  ameDdment  might  be  sim- 
id  made  effective.  , 

PUCEB  notified  the  Houae  thai,  at  a  pro- 
,  ha,  if  no  other  member  of  the  Coaveo- 
n,  would  bring  fhrward  a  proposition  re- 
ainui^ng  the  laws  in  asjslem.  In  this 
thought,  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
iroline,  might  be  accomplished.  The 
or  and  expense  to  whieh  the  amandmeal 
Dtleman  would  lead,  was  hit  great  ob- 
it it  In  its  proKol  shape. 
rswsKTMid  thia  was  a  aubject  which 
oecurred  to  his  mind,  at  a  very  leccnt 
It  was  one  which  had  given  him  much 
I.  Ho  had  no  objection  to  pais  over  his 
M  GMT  the  preeeot. 
■aa,  ponding  the  question, 
yonvemion  adjounied  until  to-morrow 
at  lea  o'elock. 


?EDNEaDAY  Februarj  19, 1851. 

Mfcnlion.  punuant  to  the  order  jetter- 

ted,  met  at  1(1  o'clock. 

was  made  hj  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gaiorv. 


-wmw,  (lo  the   PaisiDeBv.)    I  under- 

re  is  not  ■  quorum  present. 

iMOturr.     No  quonim,  air. 

(WW.  I  move  that  the  doorkeeper  be  sent 

the  ahaent  members  to  itteno. 

d  aoeordinEJj. 

ivii  noveo  that  the  Convention  proeoed 

len  of  the  daj. 

aMiDurr  sUtad,  that  the  ConrenlioD 

I  a  oooditioD  lo  proceed  to  businea,  no 

eing  present. 

knsaaid,  he  hoped  that  fact  would  ba 

Iha  Journal. 


It  was  an  innovation  upon  the  practice  of  the 
Convention,  and  woold,  he  thoughl,  open  the 
door  to  an  axpenae  which  could  not  readily  be 
calculated. 

Mr.  DOHiLDSOH  said,  his  motion  to  print,  em- 
bneod  ontj  the  petition,  not  the  names.  The 
petition  was  very  short,  and  aa  to  the  precedent, 
hethw^t  itcould  lead  to  no  difEcully.  But 
few  petitions  were  preseated  here.  Thia  came 
from  a  aiiter  State,  and  as  a  matter  of  comity,he 
thought  it  well  that  it  ahould  be  printed 

Mr.  BaowH  thought  it  was  a  doubtful  queslion 
whelher  the  petition  ought  even  lo  be  received. 
Kit  was,  the  Convention  might  be  caJled  upon 
to  receive  petitions  upon  eierj  other  subject 
which  Ihe  people  of  other  Statea  might  think 
proper  to  intrude  upon  them.  The  Conventkm 
had  not  honored  its  own  citizens  by  printing  their 
petitions,  and  he  saw  no  reaaon  why  they  should 
treat  petitions  from  other  Slates  with  mote  res- 
pect than  the  petitions  of  our  own  people. 

Mr.  Smith  BugKested  that  the  pFtjiion  was  very 
abort,  and  Ibat  the  prmting  could  nol  be  a  mat- 
ter worth  speaking  of. 

Whilst  on  the  Boor,  he  desired  lo  presaot  a 
petition. 

The  PauiDBHT  Mid,  the  petition  before  tbe 
Convention  mutt  Gnt  be  diapoied  of.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman, (Mr,  Smith,}  could  present  hia  petition, 
after  the  pending  proposition  should  hare  bean 
difooaed  of. 

Mr.  DoasKT  taid,  he  verj  much  misunder- 
itood  the  question,  if  the  courtesy  due  from  one 
State  to  aoother,  bad  any  thing  to  do  wiUi  thia 
matter.  The  petition  did  nol  come  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  but  from  tome  persons,  lot- 
tery dealers  or  others,  in  New  Yoik.  He  did 
dot  think  that  the  Convention  should  ahow  greal- 
er  respect  lo  Ibem,  than  to  tbejr  own  citizens. 

Mr.  DoHUJiiaii  taid,  that  in  making  llie  mo- 
lion  to  print,  be  had  not  Ihe  slightrst  idea  that  it 
would  lead  to  a  diicuaiion.  It  teemed  10  him 
that  the  minda  of  grnllemen  were  (illsd  with 
chimeras,    llie  petitidn  showed  one  of  ihe  great 
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evils  of  our  lottery  system— it  showed  that  we  Mr.  Brown  said,  be  would  do#  tobsUtnte  for 

were  not  only  doing  evil  in  our  own  State,  but  the  motion  which  he  had  made  to  lay  the  petl- 

sanctioning  it  in  other  States.  tioo  on  the  table,  the  motion  suggested  br  the 

Mr.  D.  ga?e  notice  that  it  was  his  intention  to  gentleman  from  Frederick,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  that 

introduce  a  proposition,  the  object  of  which  was  the  petition  be  rejected, 

to  bring  the  present  lottery  system  to  a  close.  Mr  Thomas  now  modified  his  motion,  ao  as  to 

In  speaking  of  the  courtesy  which  was  due.  substitute  for  it  a  motion,  that  the    petitioD  be 

he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  this  petition  came  laid  upon  the  table. 

from   the    legal  constituted  authorities  of  the  Mr.  Stk  wart,  of  Caroline,  thonght  that  if  this 

iStaie.    He  intended  merely  to  say,  that  this  was  petition  should  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  thus 

a  case  in  which  laws  of  our  own  State,  bad  in  slightly  passed  over,  it  might  be  considered  dis* 

tlieaiselves,  had  a  tendency  to  demoralize  the  cit.  lespeclful  to   the  people  of  the  State  of  New 

izens  of  New  York  as  well  as  the  citizens  of  Ma-  York.    He  thought  that  the  Conveotion  (mgbt 

ryland,  and  he  thought  that  a  respectful  com-  to  treat  with  the  utmost  respect  everr  petitioD 

plaint  and  remonstrance  against  them,  should  be  that  came  from  the  other  States  of  the  Unkm. 

.placed  upon  tlie  journal.  Mr.  Meubicr  called  for  the  reading  of  the  pe* 

As  to  loading  the  journals  down  with  such  tition. 

matter,  he  did  not  think  that  any  difficulty  was  Mr.  Thomas  briefly  re-stated  the  ground  of  bis 

to  be  apprehended  from  that  source.     If  the  pe-  objection  to  the  petition, 

tition  had  come  from  our  own  citizens  on  a  sub-  Mr.  Mkrbicr  thought,  he  said,  that  this  was 

jcct  of  similar  importance,  he  should  have  moved  an  impertinent  interference  with  our  business. 

that  it  be  printed.  f^r.  Thomas.    1  think  so,  too. 

Mr.  BucHANAH  said:  The  question  was  then  taken  on  themotloD  oT 

He-waA  utterly  opposed  to  the  motion  of  the  Mb.  Thomas.                                     ^ 

gentleman   from  Anne    Arundel,  (Mr.  Donald-  And  the  motion  having  been  decided  in  the- 

Kon.)  it  was  the  beginning  of  evil;  no  man*could  affirmative^ 

know  where  it  would  terminate,  if  this  Conven-  The  oetition  was  laid  upon  the  table, 

lion,  from  comity,  was  to  be  called  upon  to  print  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  petition  of  aundiy  eili^ 

the  petitions  of  citizens  of  other  States.    Gen-  zens  of  Allegany  county,  praying  thataprovi— 

tienien  might  be  called  upon  to  present  petitions  sion  may  be  engrafted  in  the  new  CoQsUtatioB» 

of  a  very  diflerent  and  yery  exciting  character,  that  the  privilege  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  s*-™ 

Upon  what  principle  of  comity,  of  justice  or  not  be  granted  to  any  person  in  any  part  of 

—                                '   "  be  sanctioned, 

Toters  intbi^ 

proposition  sliould  prevail,  he  might  himself  be  The  petition  having  been  read, 

called  upon  within  a  few  days  to  present  a  peti-  Mr.  Smith  moved  its  reference  to  committee^ 

tioo  from  people  of  our  own  State,  relating  to  a  No.  14 

subject  of  very  great  interest  to  them,  and  which  Mr.  Dorset  moved  a  select  committee. 

he,  in    pursuance  of  this  order,  if  it  should  be  The  motion  of  Mr.    Smith  was   agreed  to, 

adopted,  might  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  journal,  and 

He  should  not  ask  it  because  be  did  not  think  it  The  petition  was  referred  to  committee  No.  14. 

proper  to  do  so— but  if  he  did  so,  he  could  not  The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  orden 

see  how  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  [Mr.  of  the  day. 

Donaldson,]  cuuld  oppose  it. 


upon  what  prmciple  or  comity,  ot  justice  or  not  do  granted  to  any  person  m  any  pa 

equality,  could  his  friend  get  rid  of  such  petitions  State,  except  the  same  shall  be  sancti 

if  this  was  printed?  approved  or  by  a  majority  of  the  Totei 

Now,  he,  [Mr.  B.,]   gave  notice,  that  if  this  election  district  where  the  same  is  to  be 


LE0I8LAT1VK  DEPARTMENT. 


Mr.  BaowK.    1  move  that  the  petition  be  laid  ,   ,  .,     .•    ^ 

upon  the  table.  The  Convention  resumed  the  consideratioo  ot 

Mr.  B.  did  not  press  his  motion—  *he  report  of  the  committee  on  the  legislative 

Mr.  Thomas  takinir  the  floor.  department. 

Mr.  T.  suggested  that,  if  a  petition  should  be       When  the  Convention  adjourned  yesterday,  tHe 

received  from  the  people  of  a  foreign  State,  be-  following  section  was  under  consideration: 
cause  the  object  or  it  happened  to  accord  with        See.  \6th.  The  enacting  clause  of  every  bill 

uiir  own  notions  of  morality,  the  question  must  shall  be,  **Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assea* 

arise,  what  was  the  Convention  to  do,  if  a  peti-  bly  of  Maryland,"  and  no  law  shall  be  eoactsd 

tion  should  be  impertinently  presented  here  upon  except  by  bill. 

which  we  chose  to  judge  for  ourselves,  whether       Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,    had    moved  to 

It  was  moral  or  not'  Upon  that  ground  he  hoped  a^end  the  said  secUon  by  adding  at  the  eal 

that  the  petition  would  be  rejected  altogether,  thereof,  the  following  words: 

If  the  Convention  should  receive  a  petition  on        ***   j*u  *    ni       \.  j    i.         •  •    i  um 

one  subject,  because  it  was  believed  that  the  ef-         . A"?  *^**  *",  '*^«  ]?,  P«««^   ^y  ^'P"*  ^ 

l«ct  war.  good,  ii  might  be  called  upon  to  receive  *"^  °®^  ^  supplement." 

peiiti(«n!*  upon  another,  because  the  people  of  an-       -^nd  Mr.  Sraioa  had  moved    to  amend  thi 

other  State  said,  that  the  efi'ect  was  injurious  and  amendmeat  by  adding  the  following  words: 
IN^tilential.     He  hoped  the  Convention  would       **And  no  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature, shall 

n  jcct  the  petition.  embrace  more  tlian  one  object,  and  that  sbiali  bs 

Mr.  Do.vALDsoy.    I  withdraw  the  motion  to  described  by  its  title,  and  no  law  shall  be  revised 

print.  or  amended  by  reference  to  its  title  only." 
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Mr.  SrawAftT,  <tf  Ctroline,  m^gested  that  the 
leetkm  ■boald  lie  o? er  informally  for  the  pre- 
mt 

Mr.  ScBLBT  sQggested  to  the  geDtleman  to 
fitbdrtw  hifl  amendment  for  the  present. 

Bir.  Stewart  withdrew  his  amendment,  (in- 
eilifig  to  offer  it  again.) 

Mr.  Sraioo  also  withdrew  his  amendment, 
rith  the  intentioo  to  offer  it  again  in  a  different 
ilaee. 

Mr.  Dorset  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
role  on  the  sixteenth  section,  with  the  view  to 
4fer  an  amendment 

Mr.  D.  explained  that  hit  object  in  offerinf^  the 
imandment,  was  to  prevent  a  double  or  doubtful 
MMtmetion  of  the  phraseology  of  the  section, 
ind  from  a  desire  that  the  Constitution,  in  all  its 
lartSy  should  be  as  clear  and  explicit  as  posei- 
ile. 

Mr.  BaewK  was  in  favor  of  the  reconsidera- 
ioD,  and  said  that  if  the  motion  should  prevail, 
le  would  move  to  substitute  the  language  of  the 
lid  Constitution. 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  section  was 


Mr.  Baowv  moved  to  amend  said  section,  by 
triking  out,  in  the  first  line,  the  words  <*the  en- 
letiog  clause  of  every  bill  shall  be,**  and  inserting 
D  limi  thereof,  the  words  **that  the  style  of  all 
Bwamn  thus.** 

Mr.  ScBLBT  moved  to  amend  the  amendme  nt 
7  stf  iking  out  the  wor^s  **run  thus,*'  and  subeti- 
Qting  in  ueu  thereof,  the  words  '*of  this  State 
hallbe.'* 

Mr.  Browk  accepted  the  modification. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Schlet  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  sixteenth  section,  as  amended,  was 
adopted. 

The  seventeenth  section  of  the  bill  was  read 
m  IbllowR 

Sic.  nik.  Any  bill  may  originate  in  either 
Souse  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  be  altered, 
^mended  or  rejected  by  the  other,  but  uo  bill 
»htU  have  the  force  of  a  law  until  it  be  read  on 
•hree  different  days  in  each  House,  unless  in  case 
of  urgency  three-fourths  of  the  House,  where 
SQcbbillis  depending,  shall  dispense  with  this 
rule. 

Mr.  Phelps  moved  to  amend  said  section,  by 
strfting  eut  in  the  first  line,  the  words,  **any 
bill,"  luad  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  follow- 
lag: 

**Bills  for  raising  revenue  or  levying  taxes, 
sbaU  originate  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  but  the 
Senate  may  alter,  amend  or  reject  tnem  as  other 
btlb. 

Mr.  Phelps  said: 

In  offering  the  amendment  J  u»t  read,  he  felt  no 
psrtieular  personal  interest.  He  had  done  so, 
because  he  regarded  the  section,  as  reported  by 
tbe  committee,  as  unusual,  and  contrary  to  the 
Well  recognized  principles,  in  the  legislation  of 
tbe  whole  country. 

The  ori^hiation  of  what  is  familiarly  called 
"aoaey-btlls, ''is  confined  to  the  immediate  repre- 
seotaUve  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in  most,  if ) 


not  all,  the  States  of  the  Union.  In  fact,  in  ail 
the  States,  so  far  as  he  had  examined.  The  same 
principle  was  recognized  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

This  is  the  case,  also,  in  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain.  The  House  of  Commons  has  the 
sole  right  of  levying  taxes,  and  of  proposing 
measures  of  revenue.  This  principle,  in  this 
country,  was  doubtless  borrowed  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  England,  and  as  public  opinion,  had 
so  long  sanctioned  it,  he  saw  no  reason  for  de- 
parting from  it  now. 

This  amendment  confined  the  origination  of  all 
bills  for  levying  taxes,  or  raising  revenue,  to  the 
House  of  Delegates,  but  authorizes  the  Senate  to 
alter,  change,  or  amend,  all  such  bills.  This  is 
a  departure  from  the  principles  of  the  present  / 
Constitution  of  Maryland.  The  tenth  section  of 
the  Constitution,  gives  to  the  House  of  Delegates, 
the  right  to  levy  taxes,  &c.,  and  the  eleventh 
fl^oes  on  to  define,  what  may,  and  what  may  not, 
be  regarded  as  money -bilU,  so  as  the  one  Houso 
should  not  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  the  other. 
The  construction  given  to  these  sections  in  the 
Maryland  Senate,  was  always  very  strict,  and 
denied  to  that  body  the  right  to  make  the  sli^t- 
est  modifications,  or  the  most  trifling  alteration, 
in  any  bill  which  had  for  its  o Vject,  the  levying  of 
taxes,  or  the  disposing,  in  any  manner,  of  the 
public  revenue. 

Long  experience  in  the  Senate,  had  convinced 
him,  that  tnere  should  be,  at  least,  some  enlarge- 
ment of  power  upon  the  subject  Bills  o(&n 
came  to  that  body  from  the  House,  •and  for  want 
of  power  to  make  perhaps  some  slight  alteration, 
or  amendment,  the  bill  failed  to  ^come  a  law, 
when  the  main  features  of  the  bill  were  approved 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Phelps  said,  in  order  to  avoid  the  two 
extremes,  he  had  proposed  this  amendment,  and 
if  it  be  engrafted  upon  the  Constitution,  the  Senate 
may  amend  money  bills,  although  they  may  not 
originate  them.  It  will  doubtless  be  said,  if  the 
Senate  possess  the  power  to  amend  a  bill  of  this 
character,  that  they  may  so  change  the  features 
of  the  bill,  as  to  some  extent,  to  conflict  with  the 
design  of  the  House,  in  its  origination.  If  so, 
when  returned  to  the  House  for  its  subsequent 
action,  the  House  can  but  reject  the  amendment, 
and  adhere  to  the  original  proposition.  The 
power  to  amend  money  bills  exists  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  is  frequently  exercised 
by  that  body,  without  injury,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
to  the  public  service. 

The  theory,  Mr.  President,  of  our  Government 
is,  that  in  the  construction  of  our  legislative 
bodies,  one  house  should  be  regarded  as  the  po- 
pular branch,  reflecting  the  popular  will,  whilst 
the  other,  is  farther  removed  from  the  people, 
and  should  be  more  independent,  and  more  con- 
servative in  its  character.  It  is  true  this  princi- 
ple, in  these  later  days,  have  been  much  infring- 
ed upon,  and  to  sonie  extentat  least,  both  Houses 
have  been  merged  into  popular  branches.  The 
subsequent  history  of  the  country,  will  develop- 
the  fact,  whether  this  be,  or  be  not,  an  improve- 
ment. For  his  part  he  was  free  to  say,  he  would 
like  to  see  the  Senate  what  it  was  designed  to 
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be,  by  the  fiithen  of  our  country,  a  highly  inde- 
pendent and  conseryative  branch  of  the  Got- 
emment. 

But,  Mr.  President,  although  this  principle,  as 
before  remarked,  has  to  some  extent  been  in- 
fringed upon,  yet  we  still  recognize  two  distinct 
branches  of  our  Legislature,  and  the  House  of 
Delegates  is  regarded  as  the  popular  branch  of  the 
Gofernment  and,  therefore,  more  immediately 
responsible  to  the  people  for  their  action. 

For  this  reason,  he  said,  he  preferred  to  con- 
fine  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  the  power  of  le- 
vying taxes,  and  of  raising  revenue,  and  was  un- 
willing to  give  to  the  Senate  powers  not  delega- 
ted to  it  by  any  other  State  Constitution,  so  far 
as  he  knew  in  the  whole  Union,  and  not  recogni- 
zed either,  in  the  Constitution  of  the  General 
GoYcrnment. 

Again,  if  we  admit  for  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  is 
equally  popular,  and  equally  dependent  upon  the 
people  for  their  power;  if  we  admit  that  both 
branches  are  elevated  to  their  position  from  the 
same  source,  and  are  equally  dependent  upon  the 
people  for  their  continuation  in  office;  still  he 
preferred  the  House  of  Delegates  should  exclu- 
sively exercise  this  power.  They  were  emphati- 
cally the  popular  branch  of  the  X/egislature. 
They  were  elected  for  a  shorter  term,  and  were 
more  immediately,  and  more  distinctly  responsi- 
ble to  the  people ;  and  besides  they  were  more 
numerous. 

The  Senate  as  now  organized,  is  composed  of 
twenty-one  members,  and  the  House  of  Delgates 
would  therefore,  in  his  estimation,  more  fully 
and  more  truthfully  represent  the  opinions  and 
the  wishes  of  all  class  of  the  community,  than 
would  the  Senate.  The  power  of  levying  taxes, 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  highest  prerogatives  of  a 
free  Government,  and  should  therefore  be  pro- 
perly guarded.  He  was  unwilling  for  his  part, 
to  see  long  established  usages  in  this  respect  de- 
parted from  without  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 

Mr.  MaaaicK  said,  he  thought  the  bill  had  bet- 
ter remain  as  it  was.  This  notion  of  denying  to 
the  Senate  the  privilege  of  originating  money- 
bills,  was  an  obsolete  idea.  It  was  behind  the 
times,  and  originated  in  a  jealousy  of  an  aristo- 
cratic branch.  There  was  such  a  branch  in 
England,  and  probably  there  had  been  similar 
branches  here.  But  things  were  all  changed. 
Here  we  were  now  all  democratic.  He  saw  no 
necessity  for  prohibiting  one  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature, any  more  than  the  other,  from  originating 
laws.  Both  branches  must  concur  in  passipcr  a 
bill — and  both  branches  ou^ht  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  originating  all  such  bills,  as  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  interests  of  the  people  might  require. 
Let  us  not  keep  up  obsolete  usages,  when  the  rea- 
sons which  called  them  into  being  had  ceased  to 
exist 

Mr.  DoMscT  was  opposed  to  the  amendment.  He 
did  not  think  that,  in  view  of  what  would  be  the 
organization  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  or,  in  fact,  of  what  that  organization 
now  was,  that  such  an  amendment  ought  to  pre- 
vail. 

He  referred  to  the  principle  upon  which  the 


restriction  as  to  motaey-biUs  hid  been  onpaaiDj 
placed  in  the  Constitution,  (wbieh  was,  tfiattbo 
House  of  Delegates,  being  (hen  fhe  teiritariil 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  should  alone  lefy 
taxes  on  the  people,)  and  to  the  inconreDieiiees 
and  delays  in  legislation  which  he  had  himself 
witnessed  from  me  practical  operation  of  the  re- 
strictive clause.  He  was  satisfied  that,  in  this 
State,  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  restrictioD  in 
either  branch.  Bills  could  not  become  laws  ex- 
cept by  the  concurrence  of  both  Mouses ;  and 
there  was  no  fear  that  the  legislation  would  not 
be  equal  and  impartial. 

Mr.  Phblps  directed  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
vention to  the  article  of  the  old  Constitution, 
placing  restraint  upon  the  Senate  in  regard  ta 
money-bills.  Mr.  P.  agreed  wiih  the  gentlemao 
from  Anne  Arundel,  [Mr.  Dor8ey,Jthat  great  fan 
conveniences  had  arisen  under  that  particular 
clause ;  and  to  get  rid  of  that  difficulty,  be  [Mr. 
P.]  had  oflered  his  amendment  giving  to  the  San- 
ate  the  power  to  change  or  amend  such  bills. 

It  was  said,  that  this  restriction  was  an  obso- 
lete idea  But  he  found  that  it  had  been  adopt- 
ed in  various  new  constitutions  of  different  States, 
within  a  few  years  past,  [in  all  of  which  the  Sen- 
ate was  elected  by  the  people.]  He  thought  it 
highly  proper  that  the  immediate  representatives 
of  the  people  should  have  the  sole  power  to  ori- 
ginate money-bills— but  that  the  ri^it  to  alter,  to 
change  and  amend  them  should  be  given  to  ths 
Senate.  It  was  not  yet  certain  that  the  House  of 
Delegates  would  not  remain  the  territDfial  hrsnoh 
of  the  Legislature.  The  basis  of  representatkn 
had  not  yet  been  settled.  The  Convention,  how^ 
ever,  could  dispose  of  the  amendment  as  it  thoc^ 
proper.  He  should  be  satisfied  with  the  decisioOi 
whatever  it  might  be. 

Mr.  DoRsev  suggested  that  the  same  leasoD 
existed  for  giving  to  the  Senate  the  power  to  ori- 
ginate, that  gave  them  the  power  to  alter  or 
amend  ;  and  that,  to  be  consistent,  the  Conven- 
tion must  adopt  the  principle  of  the  old  CoostitB- 
tion,  and  leave  them  no  power  to  do  either. 

Mr.  Phklps.  I  will  onlv  say,  that  the  Senals 
of  the  United  States  have  the  power  to  alter  and 
amend  money-bills,  and  so  have  the  Senates  of 
nearly  all  the  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in  dis 
negative. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Phelps  was  rejedi- 
ed. 

Mr.  Wklls  moved  the  following  amendment, 
to  come  in  after  the  word  "House,"  where  itfifSl 
occurs,  in  the  fourth  line,  the  words : 

**Nor  shall  any  bill  originate  in  either  House 
during  the  last  three  davs  of  tlie  session.^* 

Some  conversation  followed,  as  to  the  construe- 
tion  to  be  given  to  the  eection  as  thus  amended, 
when 

Mr.  DoRtKY,  [on  behalf  of  Mr.  Wells,  not  at 
the  moment  in  his  seat,]  changed  the  position  oi 
the  amendment  so  as  to  make  it  come  In  at  ths 
end  of  the  section. 

Mr.  SreHcea  said  he  should  vote  against  ths 
amendment  because  we  were  to  have  biennial 
sessions.  The  legislature  must  be  entrusted  with 
some  discretion— and  an  emergency  might  arise 
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witldii  the  last  ftw  days  of  the  session,  which 
Bikbt  render  its  exercise  necessary. 

Br.  Baowv  sugsested  that  if  the  ameDdmeDt 
ihoald  be  adoptM,  it  would  change  the  prece- 
ding part  of  the  section.  The  power  to  pass  a 
bill  in  ease  of  urgeocy  would  be  talien  awaj. 

Mr.  CaaMBBas,  of  Kent,  said  it  did  not  aflfect 
tiiat  question  at  all;  and  gave  his  construction  o 
Uiesectioo. 

Some  coDTersation  followed. 

Mr.  BmowH  said,  he  would  not  press  his  view 
of  the  qoestiOD,  though  it  appeared  to  him  that 
tlie  amendment  tan^lM  up  tne  section. 

Mr.  MaamicK  said,  that  he  thought  the  three- 
foaitiis  vote  required  by  the  section  was  an  ample 
nmran^  against  any  improper  legrislation.  The 
DooTention  might  be  satisfied  that  three^fourths 
sf  the  Legislature  would  noTer  concur  in  any  le- 
gistation  that  was  not  necessary.  Why  then 
ibould  their  hands  be  tied  up  in  this  manner.  Let 
the  biU  stand  as  it  did. 

Mr.  SpBVCBa  assented  to  the  construction  put 
onoo  the  amendment  by  Mr.  Brown;  and  explain- 
BQ  what  bis  (Mr.  S.'s,)  understanding  of  the  effect 
would  be.  It  seemed  to  him  that  under  this 
amandment,  a  bill  could  not  be  passed  even  if  the 
Lagislatiire  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
em^  of  Qigeney  had  arisen.  He  thought  the  sec- 
tioD  was  already  protected  sufficiently  well. 

Mr.  CeaMaBas,  of  Kent,  explained  his  con- 
itmetion  of  the  section,  and  asked  the  gentleman 
(rom  Queen  Anne,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  to  point  out 
in  wbat  i^articular  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  mistaken. 

The  aimple  object  of  the  amendment  was  to 
take  mamTall  discretion  from  the  Legislature  for 
th0  Imst  three  days  of  the  session,  so  that  no  bill 
oaighi  be  introduced  for  the  first  time;  that  was 
to  aej,  if  there  was  an  urgent  necessity,  a  law 
night  be  completed,  but  could  not  be  originated. 
9e  rsfemd  tu  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the 
^aaioesa  of  the  Legislature  was  carried  on  during 
the  laist  days  of  the  session,  and  said  that  not  one 
awnber  in  twenty-five  knew  any  thing  of  the 
Bontenta  of  bills  brought  in  under  such  circum- 
itaDCca  until  they  read  them  on  the  statute  book. 

At  recarded  the  emergencies  to  which  refer- 
Hiee  had  been  made;  every  man  and  woman 
in  ibe  Stmte  knew  when  the  Legis^ture  met,  and 
when  it  would  adjourn.  And  to  suppose  that 
my  tueb  great  and  sudden  novelty  in  the  affairs 
eftfae  State  would  arise,  was,  he  thought,  specu- 
kting  rather  too  much  upon  remote  probabilities. 
We  must  conduct  the  affairs  of  State  upon  ration- 
si  probabilities — and  there  was  no  rational  pro- 
baoUity  of  such  an  event.  Every  general  rule 
was  attended  with  some  inconveniences.  Against 
these,  it  was  not  possible  to  guard.  No  human 
ladslation  was  perfect.  Perfection  belonged 
ouy  to  One— and  that  not  an  earthly  Being. 

Mr.  C.  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BaowK  still  dissented  from  the  construc- 
tion of  Mr.  Chambbbs,  and  insisted  that  the 
amendment  if  adopted,  would  take  away  from  the 
Legislature  that  discietion  which  was  necessary 
for  the  nrotection  of  the  people. 

Mr.  McaaicK  said,  It  was  true,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Koit,  [Mr.  Chambers,]  had  stated,  that 


nothing  on  earth  was  perfect— and  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  legislature,  during  the  last  days  of  its 
session,  was  conducted  with  irregularity.  But 
that  was  the  fault  of  the  legislatoni  themselves — 
not  of  the  law.  And  even  that  irregularity  took 
place  only  as  to  matters  of  indifferent  interest, 
and  not  as  to  matters  of  grave  and  general  con- 
cern. If  the  amendment  should  prevail,  the  leg- 
islature would  not  be  able,  even  bv  unanimous 
concurrence,  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  case,  to 
brinfir  in  a  bill  whatever  the  emei^encv  might  be. 
In  his  experience,  he  had  known  such  emergen- 
cies. He  referred  to  the  ten  millions  bill  passed 
by  Congress  within  the  last  two  or  three  days  of 
the  expiration  of  its  term,  to  enable  the  adminis- 
tration to  put  the  country  into  a  state  of  defence 
supposed  to  be  necessary  by  the  Navy  Island  [Car- 
oline] affair. 

Might  not  some  strong  necessity — of  rebellion, 
insurrection  or  invasion — arise  in  our  own  State  .^ 
No  risk  could  be  run  by  leaving  this  discretion 
with  the  legislature,  unless  upon  the  supposition 
that  that  bc^y  was  corrupt,  and  that  this  Uonven- 
tion  was  immaculate. .  He  repeated  that  the 
three-fourths  restriction  was  a  sufficient  guaran- 
ty that  no  mischievous  or  improper  act  would  be 
done — whilst  great  evil  might  result  from  taking 
away  the  power. 

Mr.  Phelps  gave  notice,  that  if  the  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  he  would  move  to  strike 
out  "three-fourths"  and  insert  **two-thirds;"and 
also  to  alter  the  phraseology  of  the  last  Hne  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Stephenson  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment,  which  was  again  read. 

Mr.  Spencer  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its 
adoption,  which  were  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Phelps  suggested  a  verbal  amendment, 
which  was  rejected. 

'Mr.  Stephenson  moved  to  amend  said  rection 
by  inserting  after  the  word  *'read,"  in  the  third 
line,  the  word  **through." 

[So  that,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  bill  should  be  read 
through  each  time.] 

Mr.  Merbick  opposed  the  amendment.  Some 
of  the  bills  were  very  long,  and  took  up  much 
time  in  reading. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  providing  that  the  bill 
should  be  read  '*once  tkroughf  and  twice  by  its  ti- 
tle." 

Mr  Merrick  hoped  that  his  friend  from  Caro- 
line, [Mr.  Stewart,]  would  see  the  necessity  of 
leaving  these  things  to  tlie  discretion  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  ScHLET  suggested  that  the  whole  object 
of  the  section  would  be  defeated  unless  some 
such  amendment  was  inserted.  He  hoped  the 
smendmentof  the  gentleman  from  Harford,  [Mr. 
Stephenson]  would  be  agreed  to. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Chambers,  of  Kent,  and  Schlet, 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,    withdrew   his 
amendment 
I     Mr.  Stephenson  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  CD 
I  his  amendment,  which  were  refused. 
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The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  STKPHi^Nsoir  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Blakistonc  moved  to  amend  siid  section 
by  striking  out  from  the  word  "other,^'  in  the  se- 
cond line,  to  the  end  of  said  section. 

Mr.  B.  said,  it  would  be  as  well  to  leave  to  the 
Legislature  to  make  their  rules  of  proceeding 
wiwout  incorporating  them  in  the  organic  law. 
He  merely  offered  the  amendment.  He  should 
make  no  remarks  upon  it. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wells  said,  he  was  unavoidably  absent  «t 
the  time  the  question  was  taken  upon  his  amend- 
ment. He  understood  it  had  been  acted  upon  as 
applicable  to  the  end  of  the  section .  If  in  oider 
he  would  now  move  to  insert  the  amendment  af- 
ter the  word  **house,"  where  it  first  occurred,  in 
the  fourth  line. 

The  amendment  was  read  as  follows : 

*'Nor  shall  any  bill  originate  in  either  House 
during  the  last  three  days  of  the  session.^' 

The  PactiDBNT  decided  the  amendment  to  be 
in  order  on  the  ground  that  its  effect  in  that  con- 
nection would  be  different  from  that  in  the  por- 
tion of  the  section  to  which  it  had  been  append- 
ed. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Some  conversation  followed  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Spencer  to  put  the  matter  beyond  ques- 
tion, he  said,  moved  further  to  amend  the  section 
by  adding  at  the  end,  the  words: 

**As  to  reading  and  originating  bills." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  Convention  now  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  sixteenth  section  as  follows  ,  (a  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  having  been  made  and  agreed 
to): 

Section  16/A.  The  enacting  clause  of  every  bill 
shall  be,  "Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland,"  and  no  law  shall  be  enacted 
except  by  Bill. 

Mr.  SpRiGG  moved  to  amend  said  sixteenth 
section,  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  follow- 
ing words : 

**And  no  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature,  shall 
embrace  more  than  one  subject  and  that  shall  be 
described  in  its  title,  and  no  law  shall  be  revised 
or  amended  by  reference  to  its  title  only." 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  moved  as  a  substi- 
tute for  said  amendment,  the  following: 

**Ali  laws  shall  be  passed  by  original  bill  and 
not  by  supplement,  and  every  law  enacted  by  the 
Legislature  shall  embrace  but  one  subject,  and 
that  shall  be  described  in  the  title,  and  no  law 
shall  be  revised  or  amended  by  reference  to  its 
title  only;  but  in  such  case,  all  parts  of  the  act  to 
be  revised  or  amended  that  are  embraced  in  the 
object  of  the  bill,  ehali  be  re-enacted  and  pub- 
li»hed  at  length." 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  desired,  he  said, 
very  briefly  to  explain  why  he  had  changed 
his  proposition  in  one  particular.  His  first  idea 
WBM  that,  whenever  a  law  was  to  be  amended  or 


revised,  the  whole  law  shoald  be  n-«iuielad  and 
published.  He  believed  that  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  who  were  iti  fiivorof  going  to 
that  point.  Bat,  from  coDveraation  with  sev- 
eral members,  he  had  come  to  the  cooelosioii 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  a  law  paawd  to 
that  extent 

The  greatest  objection  uiged  against  it  was  the 
expense.  No  man  was  more  nmdj  to  saTO  ex- 
pense to  the  State  than  himself;  but  whea  look- 
mg  to  the  saving  of  money,  we  ehonld  at  the 
same  time,  look  to  the  benefit  whieh  might  ce- 
sult  from  its  expenditure.  Andif  the  peo^  of  the 
State  were  to  oe  greatly  benefitted  ij  the  inaer- 
tion  of  such  a  provision  in  the  Conititotioo,  not- 
withstanding the  expense  which  might  attend  it, 
surely  it  would  be  prudent  and  politic  that  it 
should  be  adopted.  Mr.  S.  ilfustrated  this 
idea. 

it  seemed  to  him  that,  in  the  aggregatOt  the  re- 
sult would  be,  to  save  to  the  people  of  Maiy- 
land  a  greater  amount  of  money,  hj  the  adop- 
tion of  ue  article  as  originally  proposed  by  bin, 
than  would  be  expended  in  the  printing  of  the 
laws. 

After  referring  to  the  provisions  of  the  Coasti- 
tution  of  Lou'itiana,  as  sustaining  his  own  visws 
on  the  subject,  he   proceeded  to   enqoiie  what 
would  be  the  ojieration  of  the  new  article  he  pro- 
posed.   In  Louisiana,  every  law  embraeed  ooi 
subject,  and  the  object  of  the  law  was  ezprssM^ 
in  tbe  title  page.    Anv  law  whieh  might  hs  need- 
ed, could  readily  be  found.    The  law,  as  it  wv 
in  actual  present  existence,  m^ht  be  Ibttad.  Ev- 
ery citizen  might  know  what  the  law  b ;  wkibt  ii 
the  State  of  Maryland,  it  was  exactly  the  cos- 
trary. 

He  referred  to  tlie  acts  passed  by  the  ledih' 
ture  in  l848-9~numbering  five  hundred  and  lii' 
ty.  Many  of  these,  he  explained,  were  supple 
ments — some  supplements  to  supplement!,  tod 
here  and  there  an  explanation  of^  a  soppkBest, 
and  80  on;  so  that  to  get  any  knowleogs  of  tb« 
object,  it  was  requisite  to  go  back  to  tbeorigitti 
law  itself. 

Laws  should  be  few,  plain  and  euy  of  aoec** 
With  us,  the  case  was  precisely  the  reveiie. 
They  were  many,  complicated  and  inaeeeMilik* 
None  but  a  profound  lawyer  could  tell  any  thiol 
about  them,  and  even  he  might  easily  get  eoo- 
fused.  It  was  still  more  necessary  thata  kao*l* 
edge  of  the  laws  should  be  disseminated  in  tbi 
Slate  of  Maryland,  possessing  as  she  did,a  eriiB' 
inal  code,  which,  from  its  peculiarity  hi  scat 
respects,  might  be  infringed  without  any  viol^ 
tion  of  the  moral  law.  lie  instanced  toe  eiH 
of  the  oyster  laws— laws  relating  to  the  fisheries 
wild  ducks,  etc.,  and  in  the  last  named  eonset* 
lion,  gave  some  humorous  illustrations. 

if  the  laws  were  codified,  it  would  be  esif  ^ 
look  into  the  code,  and  see  what  the  laws  ttfi 
which  required  revision  and  correction,  and  lk<> 
a  law  could  be  passed  to  amend  them*  la  Ihii 
way,  we  should  have  a  pefect  law,  whieh  Ihe 
people  would  be  able  to  understand,  witboat  [^ 
aid  of  lawyers.  He  referred  to  the  objsdiii 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Am  * 
the  ground  of  the  great  cost  of  printingi  aod.i*' 
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peated  the  reply  he  gave  yMterday,  that  it  waH 
■a  well  to  have  a  crib  for  printers,  as  one  for 
lawyein.  In  the  framing  of  a  Constitution,  we 
ought  not  to  be  looking  to  see  who  were  to  be  fed; 
it  is  our  duty  to  feed  the  people  by  giving  them 
a  wholesome  code  of  lawn,  under  whicli  they 
may  beiiatiriied.  and  grow  in  prosperty.  Dy  a 
proper  codification  and  a  good  index,  any  man 
will  then  be  able  to  find  what  the  law  W, 

Mr.  Spevckr  said  he  beliAved  tlie  propoaitioo 
of  the  gentleman  from  Caroline,  was  about  tlie 
aame  in  principle  as  that  offered  by  the  eentie- 
nan  from  Prince  George's,  (Mr.  Sprigg.) except 
that  it  was  a  little  more  in  detail.  He  compared 
the  two  amendments  to  shew  that  tiiey  were,  in 
Act,  one  and  the  same.  There  was  a  portion  of 
the  proposition,  for  which  he  was  willing  to  vole, 
while  he  could  not  give  his  vote  for  the  other  part. 


through  the  whole  system,  in  order  to  look  it  to 
the  branch  eonceming  inventories,  or  the  laws  of 
descents,  individual  wishes  to  perfect  his  title  to 
land  which  he  haa  purchased.  Sometimes  it  is 
covered  with  mortgages.  He  examines  the  re- 
conis,  and  thinks  he  is  going  to  make  out  a  clear 
title,  when  h«  finds  some  supplement  enaeted 
lifty  years  back,  which  at  once  comes  in  eonflict 
with  hiit  hopes  and  clouds  over  whatseamed  pre- 
vioii!«)y  lo  be  clear.  Then  he  is  oompelleil  to  go 
to  the  lawyers,  and  they  do  not  always  kdow  every 
law  that  has  been  passed  on  the  subject.  As  to 
the  charges  for  printing,  he  had  noiloaht  that  his 
people  would  be  more  willing  to  pay  a  small  ad- 
ditional tax  for  the  printer,  than  to  give  a  fee  of 
perhaps  five  hundred  dollars  to  a  lawyer,  to  tell 
him  what  he  would  understand  himself.  The 
money  would  be  well  laid  out,  if  it  produced  the 
Hewiihed  toViVcltheameiidii^^^^  ''r^   effect  of  Kimplifying  the  law,  so  that  every  businew 

lerence  had  been  made  lo  the  Constitution  and  °»*!'  m»B»»>  .^  »!»  «  ^  J"^8»  *'?«'  himself  of  the 
UwsofLouisiana.butif  ho  were  not  mistaken,  validity  of  Ins  title  when  made.  He  liooed  the 
tticy  were  formerly  printed  in  Krcnch,  that  being  f  "^ndmcnt  would  be  passed,  as  great  good  would 
the  language  of  the  inhabiunts  when  it  first  be-  "'U"*  ^«  ^*»e  people  from  it. 
came  part  of  the  United  States.  The  change  .^r.  Spevckr  called  for  a  division  on  the  sub- 
which  had  taken  place  in  tiie  character  of  the  in-  »litiite,  which  was  ordered. 
habiUnts  of  that  Slate,  combined  willi  other  cir-  .  ^r.  S.  also  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  remark- 
eumstances,  furnished  good  reason  for  printing  mg  that  the  question  wm  one  of  mfinileimporUnce 
them  now  in  Uie  vernacular.  But  what  might  be  and  that  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  Convention 
aound  policy  in  the  State  i.f  Louisiana,  might  be   ^^«W  B»^«  ^^^'  ,       . 

very  imprudent  in  Maryland.     Their  position       The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
was  entirely  dissimilar.  ^^^-  "ARBinb    desired,  he  said,  to  move  an 

.J?/«^""Ii!!f*'*!li"^*[i*"^        testamentary  •"rlleame^^^ 

l&r«  .Sm       rl"*    ?**""*  ""**!?*'   V"i  Mr.  Harbinr  briefly  stated,  that  his  view  of 

Si  i2„.Umr?^^               >"*•  amendment  ol  ^^^  ^j,.^^^  ^j.  ^^^  amendment  of  the  gentleman 

the  geoUeman  from  Caroline?  ,.^„,  Caroline.  (Mr.  Stewart.)  was  not  altered. 

Mr.  Stswart  replied  that  it  was  all  embraced  He  had  heard  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion 

m  the  laws.  ji^  yesterday  expressed.    A  state  of  things  might 

Mr.PacssTMAKsaid.that  in  that  case  the  amend-  occur,  in  which  it  would  be  highly  politic  and 

meDt  was  altogether  impracticable.   If  a  gentle-  popular,  but  that  could  only  arrive  after  a  codifi- 

man  desired  to  look  into  a  particular  law,  it  cation    uf  the    statutes  of    this   State,    and 

would  be  necessary  for  him  to  examine  the  whole  until     then,     the     amendment,     if      adopted 

mass.  would  produce  evil  consequences    and    great 

Mr.  Hicks,  (in  reply  to  Mr.  Preistman,)  said  confusion  in  legis^lation.    Alter  a  codification  of 

he  happened  not  to  be  a  lawyer.  He  might,  there-  our  laws,  there  were  many  powerful  cimsidera- 

Ibre,  be  considered  as  perfectly  disinterested  in  tions  in  favor  ofthe  effect  of  the  amendment,  and 

this  matter.     He  azreeil  with  the  gentleman'from  the  cost  of  printing,  which  seemed  to  be  the  main 

(2mroline,  in  all  he  had  said  on  the  subject  of  sim-  ol\jection  to  it,  would  have  to  give  way  to  these 

plifying,  collating,  and  coail'ying  our  whole  body  consideratbns.     It  would  be  better  to  pay  to 

of  laws,  so  at  to  make  it  intelligible  to  the  peo-  printers  large  sums  of  money,  in  order  to  make 

pie.    A  large  portion  ofthe  people  of  his  county,  the  laws  plain  to  every  man,  than  to  pay  thrice 

dkl  not  possess  a  great  deal  of  legal  learning,  but  the  sum  to  lawyer*  to  have  them  explained  and 

they  were  plain,  intelligent  farmers,  merchants,  understood.     Ikit  his  object  in  risnig  was  to  say, 

mechanics,  A.c  ,  perfectly  competent  to  under-  that  if  the  proposition  pending  should  be  adopted 

stand  common  sense  matters.    Instead  of  making  he  intended  to  offer  uu  amendment  which  would 

it  necessary  to  go  to  these  lawyers  with  a  fee  of  postpone  its  effect,  until  our  slatule  laws  were 

five  dollars,  ten  dollars,  or  fil\y  dolhin,  fur  law-  codified.     He  regarded  a  codification  as  a  matter 

years  know  how  to  charge,  us  well  as  other  peo-  uf  great  public  utility,  and  when  the  proper  pe- 

ple,  he  would  put  the  people  in  a  condition  to  riod  arrived,  if  no  one  else  did.  he  would  submit 

know  for  themselves  what  is  the  law.  He  looked  a  proposition  to  that  effect, 

upon  lawyers  as  being  a  hif^hly  respectable  class  of  The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the  first 

men;  had  no  prejudice  against  them,  though  some  branch  of  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

say  they  are  Reoessaryevils,for  we  cannot  do  with-  **A1I  laws  shall  be  passed  by  original  bil',  and 

oat  them;  and  he  yet  would  go  to  them  as  seldom  not  by  iiupplement.*' 

as  possible.    The  testamentary  system  had  been  Mr.  Spencer  said  he  did  not  ask  the  yeas  and 

relerred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  navs  on  tliat  branch. 

(Mr.  Presstman.)    That  system  contained  seve-  Mr.  DiaicKtoif  asked  the  yeas  and  nays^  and 

ral  branches,  but  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  go  tliey  were  ordered. 
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P  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  branch 
of  the  amendment,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

ti^ffirwuUive  —  Messrs.  Weems,  Bell,  Lloyd, 
Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  John  Dennis, 
Hi6k»t  Hodson,  Constable,  Chambers  of  Cecil, 
McCuliough,  Miller,  Bowling,  Dirickson,  Shri- 
Ter,Gaither,  Biser, Annan,  Stephenson,  Magraw, 
Nelson,  Carter,  Thawley,  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  Weber,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith, 
£^,  Cockey  and  Shower — 33. 
^  MgaAte — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, filakistone,  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Donaldson, 
Dorsey,  Wells,  Merrick,  Ridgely,  WiUiams, 
Phelps,  Sprigg,  Spencer,  George,  Wright, 
Heam,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city, 
Presstman,  Uarbine,  Davis,  Brewer,  Parke  and 
Brown— 24. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  substitute  was 
agreed  to. 

^  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  asked  a  farther  diTi- 
sion  on  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment,  as 
iollows: 

**And  every  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature, 
shall  embrace  but  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be 
described  in  the  title.^' 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  said  it  was  due  to 
the  gentleman  from  Prince  George,  (Mr.  Sprigg,) 
to  state  that  he,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  had  taken  this 
branch  pretty  much  verbatim  for  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Merrick  enquired  whether  it  could  be 
possible  that  this  grave  bod^  was  going  to  re- 
quire the  Legislature,  when  it  came  to  revise  any 
of  the  previous  legislation  of  the  State,  to  re-en- 
act a  whole  statute. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Caroline,  as  it  was 
originally  ofiered,  if  it  was  the  same  now.  He 
did  not  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  Charles, 
[Mr.  Merrick,]  that  the  whole  of  a  system  of 
laws  must  be  re-enacted  if  we  touch  any  single 
branch  of  it.  The  testamentary  system  was  one 
law,  but  it  had  many  chapters.  Shduld  it  be 
thought  necessary  to  amend  the  chapter  which 
relates  to  guardians,  you  do  not  re-enact  the 
whole  system,  but  merely  that  law  which  relates 
to  guardians.  '  You  take  a  single  part  and  not  the 
wlKiIe  system.  If  the  law  concerning  guardians 
were  re-enacted,  the  advantage  to  the  practition- 
er of  law  would,  in  bis  opinion,  be  great.  He 
had  only  practised  law  for  five  years,  but  his 
short  experience  had  satisfied  him  that  no  man, 
unacquainted  with  the  subject,  could  believe  what 
amount  of  labor  it  required  to  go  through  the 
whole  of  the  testamentary  system,  with  its  sup- 
plements and  additional  supplements,  when  ad- 
vice was  required  as  to  any  particular  part  of  it. 
It  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  have  the  whole 
of  the  laws,  or  any  one  subject,  thrown  into  one 
statute.  He  thouf^ht  the  cost  of  printing,  which 
had  at  first  struck  him  as  a  strong  objection, 
coulJ  be  materially  diminished  by  a  judicious  ar- 
rangement of  the  bills,  as  they  might  require 
amendment  or  not.  He  noticed  the  complaint 
that  members  of  the  legislature,  not  lawyers, 
sometimes  drafted  laws  which  were  so  loose  as 
to  give  rise  to  conflicting  constructions  by  law- 


yers and  judges,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
had  to  be  submitted  for  decision  to  tho  Cooit  of 
Appeals.    He  expressed  his  belief  that  lawwa 
were  quite  as  ready  as  other  penooi  to  renrm 
the  laws,  where  It  was  necessary,  and  he  ailDsd 
if  any  one  supposed  that  there  could  not  be  found 
lawyers  to  undertake  the  codification.    He  had 
found  some  difficulty  in  deciding  oo  his  ooune, 
but  when  he  looked  at  the  evils  which  had  resvlt* 
ed  from  the  present  practice  of  legation,  he 
could  no  longer  hesitate.    In  illuttrauoe  the  evUs 
that  might  grow  out  of  the  practice  of  revisiDg 
statutes  by  reference  to  their  titJea  onlj,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  fact,  that  before  the  year  1798.  the 
salary  of  Uie  Chancellor  was  $3200.    In  1796. 
in  consequence  of  the  great  expense  of  living 
here,  it  was  raised  to  |3400,  by  an  act  that  wis 
to  expire  in  one  year  from  its  enactment    That 
salary  conUnued  to  be  appropriated  year  aftsr 
year,  by  reviving,  by  reference  to  its  tide  ooly» 
this  Act  of  Assembly.     Members  who  Toted  to 
revive  had  never  read  the  law.    This  eoatimied 
for  several  years,  when  this  act,  increasing  tlie 
Chancellor^  salary,  was  continueid  from  year  to 
year  hj  an  act  passed  at  the  close  of  each  aeaaioai 
declanng  that  all  laws  that  were  to  expire  at  tlie 
end  of  the  session,  should  be  continued  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Mr.  Merrick  admitted  that  there  was  great 
truth  in  much  of  what  had  fallen  from  tibe  gen- 
tleman from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomaa.)    There 
was  much  confusion  in  the  laws,  and  it  certainly 
would  require  great  care  on  the  part  even  of  tM 
most  skilful  lawyer,  to  say  what  ia  precisely  the 
law  of  the  State  on  many  subjects.    He  did  net 
differ,  therefore,  with  that  honorable  geotlemai 
as  to  the  existence  of  the  evil  of  whieh  he  had 
spoken,  but  he  did  differ  from  him  as  to  the  pro- 
per mode  of  remedying  that  evil.    The  honorable 
gentleman  thinks  the  laws  should  be  codified,  and 
to  efiiect  that  object  he  advocates  the  peodiog 
amendment   which  contemplates  requiring  the 
Legislature  whenever  they  snail  amend,  alter,  or 
repeal  any  of  the  existing  laws,  the^  shall  re- 
enact  and  publish  at  length  all  the  existing  laws 
on  that  subject — in  short  codify  to  that  extent. 
And  it  is  argued  this  will  require  greater  care  in 
preparing  bills  and  prevent  incompetent  persons 
from  attempting  to  prepare  and  present  them. 
Now  I  have  two  objections  to  this— the  one  is  that 
the  Legislature  are  not — no  large  body  can  be— 
competent  to  the  codification  of  the  laws.    This 
Convention  has  been  in  session  very  nearly  four 
months,  endeavoring  to  make  a  Constitution .   We 
have  yet  traveled  over  only  a  fow  and  a  very 
few  paffes.    How  long  at  the  rate  we  have  pro- 
gressea  would  it  take  us  to  codify  the  laws  of^the 
State }  Sir,  we  could  never  accomplish  it    What 
is  true  of  us,  will  be  found  to  be  equally  true  of  the 
Legislature — we  cannot,  they  cannot--from  their 
very  nature;  both  bodies  are  utterly  incompetent 
to  any  such  task.    If  leA  to  the  Legislature  then, 
there  will  never  be  a  codification  of  the  laws,  and 
the  evils  of  which  the  gentleman  has  oomplsLioed 
will,  by  the  mode  proposed,  be  increased  rather 
than  diminish^,  and  the  necessity  the  Legisla- 
ture will  be  under,  if  the  amendment  pievalls,  ef 
attempting  that  for  which  their  nafiire  as  a  body 
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them,  will  be  to  make  ''confusion  worse 
mded."  I  hope  to  see  a  provision  made  by 
>m¥eiition  for  oodifjing  the  laws  of  the 
but  it  can  only  be  done  by  a  few  of  the 
lawyers  of  the  State,  who  should  be  selected 

0  purpose,  and  adequately  paid  for  their 
ea  m  preparing  such  a  code,  to  be  submitted 

reeeire  aAerwards,  the  sanction  of  the  Lo- 
ire. In  this  way  this  desirable  work  may  be 
iplisbed,  but  it  can  be  effected  in  no  other 

Besides,  it  b  argtied  that  this  amendment 
are  the  effect  of  preyenting  or  restraining 
patent  men  from  attempting  to  prepare  bills 
s  legislatire  action,  inasmuch  as  it  will  re- 
i  thorough  knowledge  of  all  prerious  legis- 
to  prepare  a  bill  embodying  all  pre-existing 
»  the  subject.  It  is  desirable  certainly, 
Dcompetent  persons  should  not  become 
Bffs  of  the  Legislature,  but  who  is  to  be  the 

of  the  competency  of  gentlemen  to  hold 
in  the  Legislature  besides  their  constitu- 

If  the  people  think  a  man  competent, 
is  an  end  of  that  question,  and  he  stands  in 
[all  the  equal  of  any  other.    And  shall  it 

1  or  maintained  here  that  a  farmer,  a  me- 
i,  or  any  other  that  the  people  may  please 
i,  shall  not  be  pririleged  to  bring  forward 
leasures  as  his  constituents  require,  because 
Mt  learned  in  the  laws,  and  the  Constitu- 
Muires  that  he  shall  maka  a  collection  of 

laws  that  hare  ever  been  passed  upon  the 
t,  (HI  which  his  people  want  but  some 

legislation,  and  therefore,  none  but  a  good 
•  can  draw  a  bill  ?  1  trust  not.  I  am  very 
he  honorable  gentleman  from  Frederick, 
rhomat,)  intends  no  such  thing  as  this. 
eh  will  be  the  scope  and  operation  of  the 
ition  if  adopted.  Errors  and  egregious 
n,  it  is  true,  do  sometimes  blur  our  statute 
mt  this  was  a  small  evil  compared  with  a 
which  would  disfranchise  a  portion,  pro- 
I  large  portion,  of  the  members  of  the  Lo- 
re.   Besides  this,  you  would  be  imposing 

upon  the  Legislature  which  even  those 
ipit  be  most  competent  to  its  performance 
rarely  and  always  most  reluctantly  undcr- 
:  would  be  requiring  a  large  expense  of 
e,  labor,  and  money  to  no  good  purpose 
rer,  that  he  could  perceive.  He  was  not 
d  to  go  farther  in  the  discussion.  The  time 
St  when  he  would  be  apt  to  feel  much  en- 
m  about  any  thing;  but  he  confessed  the 
iplation  of  this  proposition,  in  all  its  bear- 
ocked  him. 

HrcKS  expressed  a  hope  that  he  should  be 
il  for  enteiing  the  arena  with  the  learned 
lao  of  the  bar,  who  had  taken  part  in  this 

but  the  discussion  appeared  to  jiim  to 
ten  one-sided.  He  could  not  imagine  any 
lore  proper  than  this,  when  we  are  ap- 
ing the  entr-ance  to  a  new  Government,  to 
in  such  a  proposition.  The  Judiciary 
is  to  be  thoroughly  changed;  the  orphan's 
M  he  undei-stood,  was  intended  to  be  abol- 
ind  the  duties  of  the  register  of  wills  to  be 
id.  A  new  state  of  things  was  just  open- 
in  us.  When,  he  asked,  could  ther«  be  a 
ropitious  time  for  the  oodificatioii  of  our 


laws,  for  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  people  would 
be  ready  to  carry  out  the  proposition?  He  made 
a  reference  to  the  digest  of  the  laws  published 
some  yean  since,  and  what  it  had  cost  the  State, 
and  stated  that  it  had  been  of  very  little  service 
in  shedding  light  on  the  laws  of  the  State,  or 
facilitating  the  progress  of  business  in  our 
courts.  It  was  not  to  he  supposed  that  a  codifica- 
tion of  our  laws  could  be  effected  in  a  moment. 
It  would  require  mucli  time  and  much  industry 
to  complete  it  Hn  had  no  doubt  that  others  of 
our  intelligent  citizens  besides  lawyers  would  be 
employed  in  the  work.  But  there  would  be  no 
deficiency  of  able  lawvcrs  who  would  be  always 
ready  to  give  their  aid.  And  then  there  is  the 
library  here  from  which  much  assistance  may  be 
obtained;  and  this  facility,  with  the  aid  of  the 
lawyers,  would,  he  thought,  enable  any  intelli- 
gent citizens  to  perfect  a  codification.  While 
they  are  engaged  in  concocting,  and  putting  the 
laws  together,  we  ought  to  provide  for  the  sim- 
plification of  those  now  and  hereafter  enacted; 
and  this  would  be  a  step  towards  codification. 
Though  it  may  be  done  gradually,  it  will  be  done 
cheaply  and  yet  efficiently. 

Mr.  PnEssTMAK  said  he  had  not  supposed  when 
the  proposition  was  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Caroline,  that  it  would  meet  much,  if  any 
favor  from  the  Convention.  It  had,  however, 
assumed  more  importance  in  his  estimation,  since 
the  discussion,  in  which  the  gentleman  who  had 
offered  it  and  others,  have  unfolded  their  views, 
and  the  objects  they  design  to  accomplish. 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  to  the  necessary 
construction  which  the  courts  would  be  obliged 
to  give  to  this  article,  whereby  either  all  lawa 
kindred  in  their  character,  would  be  repealed 
which  were  omitted  by  the  negligence  of  the 
draughtsman  of  an  Act  of  Assembly,  or  not  being 
so  repealed,  the  article  if  adopted  would  not 
reach  or  carry  out  in  any  degree  the  object  of 
the  several  gentlemen  who  have  advocated  it. 
If  the  first  result  would  follow,  (and  he  thought 
such  would  be  the  case  in  legal  contemplation,) 
he  was  unwilling  to  subject  the  whole  legislation 
of  the  State  to  the  inexperience  and  want  of  gen- 
eral information  in  matters  of  law,  which  must 
necessarily  exist  in  the  body  constituted  as  was 
the  General  Assembly. 

He  meant,  certainly,  no  disrespect  to  a  large 
class  of  individuals  who  were  not  members  of 
the  legal  profession,  when  he  said  they  would  not 
be  prepared  to  offer  laws  if  the  effect  would  be 
to  interfere  with  prior  legislation  to  an  indefinite 
extent,  as  would  oe  the  case  if  the  amendment 
now  pending  prevailed.  What,  sir,  will  you 
thereby  virtually  deprive  the.  mechanic,  the  far- 
mer, on  the  floor  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  from  offering  any  act  without  consult- 
ing the  innumerable  volumes  of  laws  to  see  to 
what  extent  they  are  to  be  embraced  in  an  act 
or  by  omission  repealed?  He  admired  the  senti- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Frederick,  (Mr. 
Thomas,)  when  he  said  that  he  would  not  com- 
pliment any  one  at  the  expense  of  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  true,  andvWv.VvkYWv^^'^^*^  '^'^- 
rest  the  pmcXVA  ot  \j^KM>j\^TWWAVtwsw  v»- 


316 


ptring  Aeu  of  Afiembly  which  if  passed  prodii- 
ecMi  great  mliebief,  but  he,  (Mr.  r.)  would  not 
tniit  to  that^-the  mpunentwn  admodeatiam  might 
not  be  alwaya  a  safeguard.  If  any  change  is  to 
be  made  in  the  insolvent  or  testamentary  systems, 
surely  it  ought  not  be  nece»sary  to  codify  in  the 
act  of  Assembly,  looking  to  a  slight  alteration, 
all  thst  relates  to  the  subject  contained  in  any 
previoiis  act  The  Convention  will  unquestion- 
ably provide  for  a  digest  and  codification  of  the 
laws,  and  if  that  was  done,  would  not  that  in  ef- 
fect accomplish  all  that  could  be  reasonably  de- 
sired? Not  only  is  there  danger  from  the  mex- 
perience  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  on  that  point  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  that, 
when  he  was  in  the  legislature  ten  years  ago, 
and  at  that  time  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee, he  was  certainly  incompetent  to  present 
any  act  on  an  important  subject,  if  the  amend- 
ment now  offered  had  been  a  part  of  the  Conbti- 
tution.  Very  few  eminent  lawyers  are  seldom 
found  in  the  Legislative  branch  of'^our  State  Gov- 
emment,  and  such  men  alone  are  competent  to 
codify  a  system  oClaws.  But,  sir,  at  present  no 
great  evil  results  by  allowing  any  member  of  the 
ueneral  Assemblv  to  take  part  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  hiws  of  the  State,  especially  upon  the 
less  important  subjects. 

Mr,  baoww  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment.  Either  the  laws  must  remain  as4hey 
are,  or  they  must  be  codified.  There  were  but 
few  men  in  the  legislature  who  were  qualified  for 
the  work ;  and  if  Uie  Legislature  were  to  embody 
all  the  existing  laws  in  a  new  code,  a  hundred 
men  would  be  employed,  and  would  not  do  it  af- 
ter all  so  well  as  three  skilful  and  experienced 
men.    He  was  therefore  against  the  proposition. 

Mr.  SrsKcaa  said  he  was  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  wms  apprehensive 
that  the  Convention  was  progressing  in  a  matter 
which  might  produce  serious  evil.  He  had  a 
atrong  desire  to  vote  for  any  proposition,  coming 
fhMn  his  fnend,  Mr.  SrawAaT,  of  Caroline,  but 
be  would  not  support  this.  It  requires  the  Le- 
gislature hereafter,  when  a  law  u  amended,  to 
re-enact  every  law  bearing  on  the  subject.  It 
was  urged,  that  the  purpose  was  to  make  the  acts 
of  Assembly  clear  and  mtelligible  to  all,  so  as  to 
auperaede  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  law- 
yers for  information.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  if  this  amendment  prevailed,  it  would  have 
the  very  contrary  result  if  we  desired  to  do  an 
act  to  lienefit  the  lawyers,  no  scheme  could  be 
divined  which  would  nklound  more  to  their  profit 
than  this.  A  very  lew  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture could  be  found  who  would  undertake  a  task 
of  to  much  difficulty.  There  would  be  too  much 
haxard  in  it.  In  the  enactment  of  a  law,  if  the 
Constitution  prescribes  the  mode,  it  must  be 
strictly  followed.  If,  therefore,  an  amendment 
to  a  public  or  local  law  becomes  necessary,  and" 
this  amendment  be  adopted,  tlien  to  make  such 
an  amendment,  you  must  re-enact,  as  he  had 
aaid,  every  previous  Act  of  Assembly  bearing  on 
the  stibject  In  such  case,  if  a  single  law  oou- 
uected  with  tlie  subject  be  omitted,  then  if  the 
re-enactment  be  valid,  every  Act  of  Assembly 
which  was  omitted  would  be  repealed.    And^  ou 


tlie  other  hand,  if  the  law  be  amilled,beeaosa  of 
its  fiiilure  to  re-enact  dl  the  previous  laws  exialp 
ing,  then  all  the  legislation  on  the  subject  would 
be  lost,  together  with  all  the  expenses  incideot  to 
the  same.  Who  can  fail  to  see,  in  such  a  flUle  of 
thingi,  that  lawyers  would  be  constantly  haneiog 
on  the  Legislature,  to  be  employed  in  dralliag 
laws  for  the  members,  and  that  interminaMe 
controversies  would  be  carried  on  in  the  eourta, 
the  result  of  such  legislation  ? 

The  gentleman  from  Frederick  illustrated  by 
saying,  that  if  that  portion  of  the  testimentaiy 
laws,  relating  to  guardians,  and  wards,  required 
amendment,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  re- 
enact  that  portion  of  the  law,  which  referred  to 
guardians  and  wards.  To  do  even  this,  wouUt 
require  great  labor,  time  and  expense,  in  mak- 
ing amendmenU.  Could  it  be  necessary ,  if  it 
became  desirable  to  amend  the  law  of  guardian 
and  ward,  so  as  to  require  more  ample  security* 
that  the  whole  law  should  be  re-enacted  in  every 
partfcular?  It  was  inexpedient  and  unwise  to 
do  so. 

But  he  thought  the  gentleman  was  wrong  io 
saying,  that  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  re- 
enact  that  part  of  the  act  of  1798,  which  in  ita 
subdivision  refers  to  guardian  and  ward.— 
Throughout  that  whole  act,  there  are  parts  which 
bear  immediately  on  the  subject  In  Hid,  it  is 
one  whole  system,  testimentary  in  its  ebaracler, 
and  if  the  amendment  prevail,  there  is  good 
ground  to  contend,  that  any  amendment,  would 
require  the  re-enactment  of  the  whole  system. 
How  Is  it  with  the  laws  of  insolvency  and  of  at- 
tachment' They  each  make  a  perfect  ayslem, 
on  the  subjects  .to  which  they  rospectiToly  itsfer. 
And  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  school  system 
for  each  of  the  counties— who,  with  such  a  seo- 
tion  in  the  Constitution,  would  hazard  an  amend- 
ment to  alter  one  of  these  systems  of  law,  with 
consequences  so  alarming,  in  the  event  of  a  fail- 
ure to  provide  fully  for  the  evil.  Who  would 
undertake  a  work  of  such  high  responsibility, 
such  intense  labor  and  such  accurate  skill? 

But  it  is  proposed  to  provide  in  the  Constitu- 
tion for  a  codification  of  the  laws.  Pass  this 
amendment,  and  until  the  laws  are  codified  the 
legislature  will  be  engaged,  in  the  re-enactment 
of  all  and  every  part  oj*  every  act  of  assembly, 
which  may  require  amendment,  to  be  adapted  to 
this  Constitution. 

This  will  be  done  at  great  expense  of  time,  in 
the  delay  of  the  legislature,  and  of  immense  coals 
for  printing.  And  this,  too,  i  it  the  very  time 
when  scientific  commissioners  will  be  actually 
engaged  in  the  very  work  of  arranging  the  laws. 

And  again,  after  the  laws  have  been  actually 
codified,  still,  whenever  an  amendment  becoBss 
necessary,  the  same  evil  of  iv-enaetment  ia  lo 
continue,  with  its  interminable  cooaequeoecs 
of  costs  and  consequent  litigation. 

He  hoped  the  Convention  'xrould  long  delibe* 
rate,  before  it  adopted  such  anamendment.  He 
would  not  enter  the  ample  Aeld  of  aigumeat 
which  it  opened.  His  purpose  being  in  a  plabi 
and  practical  way  to  assign  the  grounds  ot  hii 
opposition. 

Air.  firvw^aTy  of  Caroline,  made  aome  explia- 
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iry  remarks.  The  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
f ,  (Mr.  freutman,)  bad  maintained  that  it 
Nild  be  impracticable  to  make  the  laws  so 
lin  to  every  man,  **that  he  who  nins  may 
mL'*  He,  (  Mr.  S..)  had  Men  a  commentary  in 
lieh  it  wai  maintained,  that  according  to  the 
iginal  language  of  the  phrase,  it  should  be  read 
le  who  reads  may  run.^*  With  this  revision,  he 
kbt  well  apply  it  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  lie, 
ir.  S.,)  had  not,  and  would  not,  promise  that 
s  aaeDdment,  if  adopted,  would  make  every 
an  a  lawyer,  but.  he  believed,  it  would  prevent 
inch  unwise  legislation,  and  would  tend  greatly 
)  simplify  the  laws.  Referring  to  his  amend- 
ment, he  said  that  he  had  looked  into  the  Consti- 
BlioD  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  had  found 
berein  an  article,  that  embraced  much  of  the 
rinciple  of  his  amendment.  He  had  examined 
k  laws  of  that  State,  since  tiie  adoption  of  tlje 
lev  Constitution,  and  found  the  laws  plain  and 
aij  to  undeistaml.  He  had  first  been  led  to  in- 
ts&gate  (his  subject,  some  vcan  kince,  by  read- 
ng  the  life  of  the  Hun.  S.  W.  Downs,  at  present 
Jsited  States  Senator  from  Louisiana,  who  was 
a  ible  and  warm  advocate  of  reform  in  his  State 
or  naoy  years,  before  the  Convention  of  that 
Hite,  in  1844,  of  whieh  Convention  he  was  a 
Maber.  •  He  hiud  the  whole  banking  interest  of 
be  State  arrayed  against  him,  yet  over  all  opposi- 
ioB  he  triumphed. 

h  reply  to  the  statement  so  repeatedly  arged, 
kit  die  members  of  the  Legislature  could  not 
DOW  tJI  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  that  the 
■endneot  would  operate  to  prevent  farmers  and 
■■f^tpif^  from  going  to  the  Legislature,  he  must 
Vf  he  saw  no  foree  in  the  argument.  He  denied 
Ht  it  wotiid  have  that  effect.  He  considered  it 
I  idknowlcdgment,  on  the  part  of  the  opponents 
(the  aneodment,  that  it  would  produce  indus* 
7  and  watchfulness  in  the  Legislature.  It  was 
ibt  that  legblators  should  well  understand  the 
uject  on  which  they  were  engaged.  It  would 
iaee  the  labor  of  research  and  investigation  up- 
)  the  members  of  tlie  Legislature,  whore  it  pro- 
tfJT  belonged. 

The  gentleman  from  Dorches'^r,  (Mr.  Hicks,) 
id  stated  that  the  members  of  the  bar,  knew 
nr  to  charge.  Ferhaps  thev  took  lessons  from 
IS  Regtiter*.  He,  (Mr.  S.,)  vindicated  the  pro- 
Mkm  of  the  law;  and  refercd  to  the  history  of 
e  eoantry,  to  show  that  lawyers  had  always 
ok  a  promineot  part  in  contests  for  liberty, 
hey  had  contributed  their  means,  time  and 
lent,  verily,  their  blood  to  its  procurement, 
ivyera,  might  occasionally  rail  each  other,  but 
otben  undertook  it,  they  would  find  themselves 
the  condition  of  the  man,  who  interfered  with 
a  quarrels  of  husband  and  wife,  and  thereby 
omht  Ifaem  both  upon  him.  He  expressed  his 
•at  eetaem  and  regard  for  the  gentleman  from 
leen  Aiine\  (Mr.  Spencer,)  and  the  pleasure 
>  always  felt  in  co-operating  with  him,  but,  in 
is  matter,  he  must  differ  with  him.  He  thought 
MB  the  tone  and  manner  of  the  gentleman  from 
teen  Aime%  that  some  startling  disclosure  was 
oat  to  be  made;  some  dreadful  evil  would 
Die  upon  the  State  by  the  adoption  of  the 
lendmenL    He,  (Mr.  B.,)  could  aee  no  danger. 


The  principle,  so  far  as  it  had  been  adopted  in 
Louisiana,  had  worked  well. 

Mr.  MaaaicK  asked  if  the  Constitution  of 
Louisiana  did  not  refer  to  the  revisal  of  laws  f 

Mr.  STkwaaT  replied,  that  in  the  Constitution 
of  that  State,  the  word  rerised  was  used;  but,  on 
turning  to  the  debates  of  the  Convention  that 
adopted  the  Constitution,  he  found  that  the  word 
revised,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  stricken 
out  of  the  article  reported,  and  the  word  retivtd 
inserted,  and  he  could  hot  find  where  it  was  after* 
wards  changed,  so  he  inferred  that  the  vprd  re- 
vised in  the  Louii^iana  Constitution,  ougBVto  be 
revived.  However  that  might  be,  he  preferred 
the  word  revived.  He  could  see  no  difficulty 
from  the  operation  of  his  amendment.  If  gentle- 
men in  the  Legislature,  were  not  able  to  prepare 
a  law,  it  could  be  done  in  the  committees.  He 
thought  that  it  would  render  the  fountain  pure,and 
then  the  stream  would  flow  clear.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,) 
has  so  fully  and  ably  advocated  the  amendment, 
and  so  forcibly  nortrayed  the  evils  that  it  is  to  cor- 
rect, that  he,  (Mr.  S.,)  would  not  longer  detain 
the  Convention.  ^ 

Mr.  Thomas  briefly  replied  to  the  remarkaof 
the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Press- 
man,) and  thanked  him  for  adopting  and  endors- 
ing his  opinions.  VVith  reference  to  the  effect  of 
the  amendment  to  repeal  all  pre-existing  laws 
which  miffht  be  omitted  in  codiiyinir  the  laws,  he 
expressea  a  willingness  to  give  it  that  tendency. 
He  was  disposed  to  repeal  all  laws  of  a  doubtful 
or  occult  character.  Such,  he  believed,  was  the 
object  of  codification. 

He  asked  if  it  was  not  the  praetice  to  repeal 
all  previous  laws  on  the  same  subject,  whenever 
a  new  law  was  enacted.'  The  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  city  had  said,  that  we  could  not  sim- 
plify laws  so  as  that  every  man  who  "runs  may 
read.**  It  was  his  desire  that  they  should  be  too 
clear  to  be  misapprehended. 

After  speakinfir  of  the  profession  of  the  law  in 
terms  of  the  highest  eulogy,  he  stated  that  the 
cause  of  the  multiplicity  of  suits  was  the  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  lawyers  themselves,  of  the  true  con- 
struction of  laws,  or  because  they  had  only  read 
a  portion  of  the  laws  relatirte  to  the  subject 
They  may  have  been  poring  diligently  over  the 
laws,  and  after  all,  may  have  missed  some  sup- 
plementarj  act 

He  briefly  adverted  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick,)  on  the 
opinion  he  had  expressed  that,  lawyers  only  should 
be  employed  in  the  task  of  codification.  Sup- 
pose, said  he,  tlie  gentleman  and  myself  were  ap- 
e»inted  to  revise  the  system  of  special  pleading, 
e  felt  very  certain  that  he  would  not  be  compe- 
tent to  the  task,  unaided  by  advice  from  any 
quarter,  and  as  the  gentleman  from  Charles  had 
been  some  time  out  of  the  practice  of  the  law,  he 
also  might  feel  some  diffidence  as  to  his  own  abil- 
ity; and  how  could  we  expect  that  the  most  in- 
telligent persons,  not  in  the  profession  of  tbe 
law,  would  be  fit  to  undertake  the  task?  We  are 
not  all  like  Minerva  sprung  from  the  head  of  Ju- 
piter, ready  for  the  conflict;  or  like  Venus,  in  all 
her  beauty,  rising  from  the  foam  of  the  ae^  but 


wa  ire  all  man  lltled  for  the  datiM  vhish  an 
within  our  ipbera.  InlBlligMit  gentlemen  who 
hara  no  praoticil  knowledge  or  tbe  liw,  would 
feel  themaalne  iniulled  if  uked  to  enter  on  euch 
•  laik. 

On  thew  grounds  he  would  confide  the  work  of 
drawing  the  laws  lo  lawyers  ooly,  as  oonting 
within  the  nnge  of  Iheir  profeuianal  and  habit- 
ual studies.  He  admitted  the  perfect  competencj 
of  men  of  sound  judgment  and  good  sense,  to 
pais  Judgment  on  bills  when  thej  had  been  pre- 
pared, acta  to  decide  whether  thej  were  lucfi  a> 
the  interests  of  societj  demanded.  And  hence 
he  was  in  hvor  ofaubmittiDgthecodB  to  theleg- 
istatura  for  rejection  or  adoption. 

Mr.  Miaaici  explained,  and  reeapitulated  his 
pnxiou*  remarks.  He  was  most  ansioua,  he 
ftnther  laid,  that  the  laws  should  be  condenied 
and  timplified  as  much  as  possible  and  rendered 
falldligible  to  the  plain  good  seme  of  tho  country. 
Andbahadnotonljsu^cgerted,  but  urged,  when 
last  up,  the  adoption  of  what  he  considered  the 
only  safe  and  wise  plan  far  attaining  that  desira- 
ble object  Aen  partiailj  ;  which  wa*  the  employ 
meotof  one  or  more  perwDS,  eminent  for  their 
indtwtij,  legal  learning  and  Bbilitj,  lo  codifj  the 
Uan.  Tfaeae  persons  should  be  tlie  most  eminent 
men  the  profeuioo  oonld  fumiiA,  and  thej  should 
noalTe  auoh  a  compensation  for  their  eerricea  as 
would  juatifjr  them  in  putting  aiido  all  other  bu- 
aiiMis,  and  devoting  their  whole  time,  talents 
and  enaigjr  totbe  task;  Ihe.work,  when  accnra- 
pliahed,  should  b«  of  oourse  lubmitled  to  the  Le- 
gislature for  their  sanction;  and,  if  approved  bj 
Uien,  would  have  imparted  to  it  the  binding 
Airce  of  law  ;  but,  if  not  approved  and  eoacted 
hj  the  Lt^islature,  it  would  still  be  worth  more 
than  (t  would  cost,  aa  a  collection  of  statutes 
with  the  deliberate  comments  of  wise  men  upon 
them.  But  he  was  opposed,  and  had  so  expres- 
sed himself,  lo  requiring  the  L^islature  in  the 
ooune  of  their  ordinary  business,  to  codtfj'  each 
particular  branch  of  tbe  law  ther  might  have  oc-. 
eaaion  to  touch.  Such  a  requirement  would  be, 
in  his  judgment,  fraught  with  pemieioua  conse- 
quancea,  and  productiTe  of  no  compenssling  good 
whaterer.  He  had  said,  for  the  purpose  of  codt- 
fjing  the  laws,  none  but  lawjeis,  and  these  (he 
moat  deeply  read  and  emioent  men  the  State 
eould  furnish,  should  be  employed.  But  be  was 
TeiT  far  from  agreeing  that  the  ordinary  business 
of  legislation  shoutd  be  confined  lo  Ihii  or  any 
other  class,  as  would,  to  a  great  extent,  be  tbe 
effiut  of  the  pending  amendment  if  adopted  and 
made  a  pirtoftheConalitution.  No  Legislature 
was  competent  to  the  work  of  codification  to  any 
great  BXtent.  not  becauae  there  might  not  be 
members  of  the  L^islature  competent  to  such  a 
task,  but  even  if  every  member  m  suoh  a  body 
wen  Hparalelj  capable  of  performing  such  a 
work,  the  body  would  still  be  incompetent,  be- 
cause of  its  multitudinous  chiracler.  Thei« 
.0  every  IjCgislalure,  a  large  number 
ot  profnsionsi  men  and  not  com- 

Glent  because  of  their  diSerent  punuiti  and 
bits  of  thought,  to  codify  or  even  collate  tbe 
JttAlMl^  wba  wen  7«t  at  M^aUe  ud  oflen  even , 


more  capable  Ihan  tha  hwyan,  of  ■ 
all  tbe  appropriate  dutiet  of  orAoaiwI 
He  WDotd  not  consent  to  a  javpoSlU 
should  hinder  or  impede  iiicb  men  tt 
formance  of  these  duties,  hj  making  a 
!<ite  that  Ihey  should  either  be  coopaU) 
fy  or  even  perform  the  labor  of  ootlBll 
Ratutea  on  any  subject  upon  which  U 
deem  aome  legislation  necessary.  Htt 
sec  the  Leglilature  left  IVee,  as  it  had  I 
been,  to  do  the  will  of  their  constitoea' 
change  and  modify  the  laws  of  the  Sli 
progreuiie  changes  in  the  world  aod  tl 
society  might  require. 

Something  had  been  said  about  nflec 
on  lawyers;  it  waa  not,  he  auppoaed,  it 
have  been  intended  for  him.  He  oart 
one  of  the  last  men  living,  who  wonU 
fieclionj  upon  that  honorable  claaa  nl 
That  was  said  to  be  a  bird  of  evil  om 
would  befoul  its  own  nest.  He  had  bM 
lifh  ■  Uwjer  himself,  and  though  for  m 
exclusively  engaged  in  other  puraoit 
felt  aome  identity  with  tham,  and  bMl 
dearest  to  him  of  all  men  on  earth,  wm 
gaged  in  that  noble  and  enobliitg  pmfhi 

Thisamendment,  if  adopted,  Mr.  Ti 

strikes  me,  will  be  making  a  ratragn 

meet,  taking  a  step  backwarda,  in  tl 

progrsss.    Arts,  sciences,  civiliiatiaa 

all  progreasing.    The  human  intaU 

and  attaining  a  derelopmeot,  • 


'   before 


ereasing  ai 

Shall  legislation  aione  go  backwardaF 
of  Maryland  alone,  say  our  legialatai 
longer  be  trusted  lo  make  laws  for  tbe  ] 
and  gOTemment  of  society,  as  the  evw 
continually  improving  condition  of  mm 
require?     I  trust  not. 

After  some  conversation. 

The  questioQ  was  taken,  and 

The  second  branch  of  the  »>hmi^i 
adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  Aj 
of  the  amendment,  as  follows; 

"And  DO  law  shall  be  reviied  or  an 
reference  to  ila  title  only;  but  in  auct 
parts  of  the  act  to*  be  revived  or  anal 
are  embraced  in  the  object  of  the  bill, 
re-enaoled  and  published  at  length." 

And  the  question  being  lakan. 

The  result  was  aa  follows: 

.^^nnalira— Mesan.  Mitchell,  Weei 
anan,  Bell,  Welsh,  Lloyd,  Dickinsoa,  I 
of  Talbot,  John  I>enni«.  Hicks,  Hodm 
Constable,  McCuDou^,  Miller,  8pr^ 
ling,  Dirickaon,  Thomu,  Shriver,  Oi 
•er,  Annan,  Stephenson,  Hagraw,  Nd 
ter,  Thawley,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Tm 
Anderton,  Weber,  Fitapatrick,  Soil 
Coekey  and  Shower — 38. 

Aipstni— Messrs.  Chapman,  Pretidi 
gan,  Blakiatone,  Chimben  of  Kent,  t> 
Donej,  Wells,  Dalrymple,  Merrick,  1 
Speooer,  OeorgB,    Wnghl,  Jaeobk    li 
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rwood  of  fialtimore  city,  Pre«t- 
lUtj,  Harbine,  Kil^rour,  Daris, 
',  Hollydiy,  Parke  and  Brown — 

Bd  last  branch  of  the  amendment 

tiieo  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 

» as  amended. 

thereupon  withdrew  his  amend- 

ftention  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
Bk. 


L8DAT,  February  90, 185t. 

ioo  met  at  ten  o'clock. 

made   by  the  Rer.  Mr.  Gair- 

•  members  was  called;  and 

0%  present, 

01  yesterdny  was  read  and  ap- 

If  r.  SrapBEMsoK,  it  was 

t  it  be  entered  oo  the  journal  that 
r,  is  detained  from  his  seat  in  con- 
bis  serious   indisposition  of  his 

ored  that  the  CouTention  proceed 
'the  day. 
ras  agreed  to. 

IQISLAn?B  DBPAaTMSllT. 

iOD  resumed  the  consideration  of 
I  committee  heretofore  made  by 
A  the  legislatiTe  department  of  the 

pending  at  the  time  of  adjourn- 

dm>tion  of  the  sixteenth  section  as 

Med. 

mtton  followed  on  a  point  of  or- 

mored  the  following  as  a  substi- 
1  sixteenth  section: 
ore  of  Maryland,  shall,  at  its  next 
practicable,  and  if  not,  as  soon 
can  be  done,  contract  with  two 
of  this  State,  distinguished  as 
kdustry,  as  professional  sbility,  to 
and  abridgs  the  public  acts  of  as- 
focce.*' 

reftrred  to  the  proposition  which 
IMO  adopted,  and  briefly  stated 
to  its  Tarious  branches.  He 
'  upon  the  inoouTeniences  and  dif- 
srculd  attend  the  introduQtion  into 
II,  of  every  subject  upon  which 
il  have  been  had,  and  elucidated 
teferance  to  the  testamentary  and 

>  liim  that  the  section  as  it  now 
id  t»  faiMLtricable  confosiop.   He 


explained  the  import  and  objeet  of  his  own 
amendment,  and  earnestly  urged  upon  the  Cou- 
Tention the  neeessity  and  expediency  of  a  codifi- 
cation of  the  laws  under  the  requirement  of  an 
imperatiye  Constitutional  prorision. 

Mr.  Tromai  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  character  of  the  amendment  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Doner.) 
It  was  a  proposition  not  only  antagonistic  to  m 
article  adopted  at  the  instance  of  the  gentleman 
from  Caroline,  but  it  was  against  another  par- 
pose,  entertained  by  many  members  of  the  Oon- 
Tention. 

The  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  section,  moved  by  the  gentleman 
from  Caroline,  and  to  insert  his  own  amendment, 
which  is  intended  to  procure  a  digest  and  com* 

Silation  of  the  laws,  and  not  a  codification.  A 
igedt  and  compilation  of  the  laws  had  already 
been  prepared  by  Judge  Dorse? — not  by  the 
member  on  the  floor— but  by  Judge  Clement 
Dorsey,  deceased.  That  digest  was  never  acted 
upon  by  the  legislature. 

It  was  admitted  by  all  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, to  be  a  very  imperfect  work.  No  pru- 
dent member  of  ihe  profession  would  undertake 
to  say  what  are  our  statute  laws  on  any  particu- 
lar subject,  after  having  consulted  this  compila- 
tion of  Judge  Dorsey  alone.  For  it  had  tieen 
ascertained  that  laws  still  in  force  were  often 
omitted  in  the  digest  And  as  the  legislature  had 
not  passed  a  law  declaring  that  all  statutes  and 
parts  of  statutes  not  included  in  that  compilation 
were  repealed,  the  profession  of  the  law  and  the 
public  had  desired  a  partial  and  a  very  small  ad- 
vantage. 

We  went  not  a  digest  but  a  code;  and  he  was 
in  favor  of  requiring  th^  legislature  to  act  upon 
the  code,  and  after  adopting  it  to  pass  a  law  re- 
pealing every  statute  in.force  now  not  re-enacted 
m  the  adoption  of  the  code. 

He  explained  the  difference  between  a  code 
and  a  digest,  to  show  that  the  latter  mode  of  leg- 
islation would  meet  the  public  demand,  which 
required  that  our  statutes  should  be  analvsed  and 
that  each  several  element  or  subject  should  be 
incorporated  into*  a  statute,  and  that  no  incon- 
gruous subjects  should  be  mixed  up  in  the  same 
law. 

Mr.  MBRaicK  said,  he  had  no  pride  of  opinion 
on  the  subject,  nor  had  he  any  particular  anxiety 
that  his  own  views  should  prevail.  The  questioo 
as  now  presented,  was  different  from  that  which 
was  under  consideration  yesterday,  and  Saotle- 
men  might  express  opinions  upon  it  different 
from  those  which  they  expressed  yesterday,  with- 
out any  inconsistency.  He  thought  that  the  pro- 
position offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey,)  came  nearer  to  the  de- 
sires of  the  (Convention,  and  to  the  accompKihr 
meot  of  a  cherished  object  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
^e  themselves,  than  the  section  as  it  now  stood. 
That  object  was  a  simplification,  codification^ 
and  digest  of  the  laws  under  which  they  lived, 
80  as  to  make  them  plain,  and  easy  of  access*  It 
would  be  fsr  better  not  to  attempt  aufit^  %  ^^\>a> 
unlesa  the  ConTenUon  w%&  vat«  \biX  ^^  ^^^ 
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itaelf  would  not  be  defeated  by  the  nanner,  in 
which  it  was  attempted  to  be  done. 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  ahowthe  impracticability 
of  such  a  task  being  perfomoed  by  the  legislature. 
He  compared  the  two  propositions,  (that  adopted 
yesterday,  and  that  offered  by  Mr.  Dorsey  to- 
day,) and  concluded  that  the  latter  proposed  to 
accomplish  the  object  in  the  only  facile  mode  in 
which  it  could  be  effected.  ]n  no  other  way 
could  a  digested  system  of  the  statutory  laws 
eTer^be  made.  The  work  was  to  be  prepared 
by  inen  of  eminent  ability  and  skill ;  but  before 
any  binding  force  could  be  given  to  it,  it  must  of 
necessity  come  before  the  legislature,  for  re-en- 
actment. If  they  did  not  re-enact  it,  the  result 
would  be  tliat  the  work  would  still  stand,  for  con- 
Tenient  reference,  as  an  arrangement  and  digest 
of  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  SrsNCER  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  entire  section: 

"The  style  of  all  laws  of  this  State  shall  be: 
**Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Ma- 
ryland,"and  all  laws  shalljbe  enacted  by  bill  only, 
and  uo  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  shall  em- 
brace more  than  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be 
described  on  its  title,  and  the  Legislature  shall 
at  its  next  session  after  tlic  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, or  an  soon  thereafter  as  it  can  be  done, 
at  the  expiration  of  every  five  years  thercaf\er. 
contract  with  two  learned  jurists,  distinguished 
for  their  industry  and  professional  ability,  to  di- 

eist,  abridge  andf  condense  and  codify,  the  statute 
ws  of  this  State,  and  with  two  other  equally 
distinguished  jurists,  to  simplify  and  abridge  the 
rules  and  practice  and  pleadings,  and  proceedings 
of  the  courts  of  record  of  this  State,  abolishing  all 
special  pleading,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Legislature.'* 

The  substitute  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Constable  suggested  that  the  first  part  of 
the  proposition  had  already  been  adopted.  The 
latter  part,  (that  which  related  to  the  codifica- 
tioB,)  was  new,  and  for  tliat  he  should  vote. 

Mr.  Prcsstman  suggested,  that  under  instruc- 
tion from  the  committee  on  the  legislative  de- 
partment, he  had  made  a  report  embracing  the 
provisions  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Queen  Anne,  [Mr.  Spencer.] 

Mr.  Spbkcbr  said,  he  was  aware  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  the  legislative  depart- 
ment, had  reported  a  section  pretty  similiar  to 
that  offered  by  himself  The  report  of  the  gen- 
tleman was  in  the  following  words: 

**That  the  Legislature,  at  its  first  session  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  shall  appoint 
one  commissioner  to  revise,  digest,  and  arrange 
the  statute  laws  of  the  State,  civil  and  criminal, 
and  one  commissioner  to  revise,  simplify  and 
abridge  the  rules  and  practice,  pleadings,  forms, 
and  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  record  of  this 

State." 

Mr.  S.  disclaimed  any  intention  to  interfere 
with  the  duties  or  proceedings  of  the  committee 
oa  the  legislative  department,  but  the  proposition 
adopted  yesterday,  appeared  to  him  to  involve 
great  an  1  interminable  difficulty;  and  he  thought 
that  if  some  proposition  should  be  offered,  em- 
bodying something  of  the  report  of  the  gentle- 


man from  Baltimore  city,  it  mirht  be  the  meam 
of  effecting  a  compromise.  With  that  Tiew  he 
had  offered  the  amendment.  Itembodied  all  the 
unobnoxlous  parts  of  the  proposition  adopted  yes- 
terday, and  he  believed  it  would  diaerabamts 
the  whole  question.  This  matter  of  digestif^ 
the  laws,  was  a  moat  iroportaot  and  baxardous 
underuking,  and  it  would  be  dangerous,  he 
thought,  to  trust  it  to  legislatiTo  enaetoMnL  The 
learning  and  skill  requisite  for  the  task,  could  on- 
ly be  found  in  the  legal  profeaaioo,  and  hii 
amendment  proposed  that  mode  of  proeeeding. 

Mr.  S.  then  briefly  explained  the  latter  ponioo 
of  his  amendment,  in  regard  to  the  simplifiation 
and  abridgment  of  the  rules  and  practice  of 
pleading,  &c. 

Mr.  ScHLET  offered  the  follow  Imendment 

* 'The  Legislature  at  its  first  aesaion  afWr  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  appobi  one  or 
more  commissioners,  learned  in  the  law,  wboM 
duty  it  shall  be  to  revise  and  codi^  the  itaniin 
of  tliis  State,  and  one  or  more  conimiiMOoerf, 
leanicd  in  the  law,  whose  duty  it  aha]]  be  to  re- 
vise, simplify  and  abridge  the  rules  end  pnetiee, 
pleadings,  forms  and  pioceedingi  of  the  oooitf  of 
record  in  this  State,  and  report  the  aane  to  tbt 
Legislature  for  adoption,  and  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  Legislature  at  the  expiration  of  every  sab- 
sequent  period  of  ten  years  after  the  adoplioa 
and  promulgation  of  the  code  of  lavs,  to  bivt 
publislied  and  promulgated  all  the  statute  lam  of 
this  State  then  in  force." 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  yesterday  opposed  tha  hi- 
ter   pari  of  the   section,  because  he   tbougbt 
that  it  would  produce  inextricable  eoofosion  is 
the  legislation  of  the  State — that  it  would  in- 
pose  on  the  Legislature  a  duty  which  do  oos 
could  tell  how  long  it  would  take  to  perfonn.  k* 
codifiers  should  be  appointed  by  the  Lecislatuifi 
and  one  system  of  laws  be  arranged,  If  a  oodi 
should  bo  drawn  up  and  formed  into  artickf,  tbi 
amendment  adopted  yesterday  would  carry  ort 
the  design.    After  having  once  had  the  laws  cofr 
fied,   the  Jjegislature   would  become  codificn 
themselves,  nnd  by  a  republication  of  the  tan 
every  ten  years,  Uie  public  would  know  what  the 
laws  were.    The  result  would  be  that  the  cok 
of  laws  would  be  gradually  reduced  and  sifflpli* 
fied.    He  referred  to  the  laws  of  Miaaoori,  ass 
beautiful  model  of  a  aystem.     He  hoped  that  tks 
friends  of  the  measure  would  accept  his  aoMO^ 
ment,  and  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  ibeir  own  profo 
aition. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  said  it  h^  bcae 
ouggcsted  to  him  yesterday  to  accept,  as  a  modi* 
ficatiun  of  his  own  proposition,  the  aaeodecst 
of  the  gentleman  firom  Washington  county,  (Mr. 
Schley.)  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  had  deelleed  toa^ 
cept  it,  because  tie  thought  it  might  as  wed  be 
ofi'ered  as  an  independent  propoaition.  Hi  *as 
still  of  that  opinion.  He  regarded  it  as  bat  one 
system  for  the  simplification  of  the  laws.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  the  lucid  and  eloqaeat  ^ 
fence  which  the  gentleman  from  Fredetick,  (Mr- 
Thomas,)  had  this  morning  made  of  htav^r. 
S.^^  proposition,  he  did  not  know  but  thai  hi 
"'-'-  it  have  been  scaxtd  off  from  hie  propositiQa. 


11  aMHsd  la  him  that  Ihit  wu  llie  proper  I  the  ■nrnJinint  pro«rd,  the  truth  or«liit  he  hid 

_  ._  I 1 — ._■  before  Hid,  Ihsi  Iho  Icndencj  of  the  emend  man  1 

wai  to  make  eonrueian  wane  conloundcd. 


mMMtobevlMM. 

BaaxpnaadBkeurpriMat  themode  of  etlack 
wUek  had  bMD  lalrodiicad  aiiinit  hU  proposi' 
tiOB.  If  a  BWtioD  had  been  made  Ui  rtcoDilder 
tlWfalaUkMi  jeaterdaj,  he  woul.l  hare  voted 
te  it — not  boeaiM  hii  riawi  hid  undergone  anj 
•feMfi,  balb*«aOMhera  wUJiugloMe  irbeKi- 
w  Mr  ffopMitioa  batUr  than  hii  oirn  could  be 
fena^iuvMd. 

Mr.  8.  Ihea  proceeded  to  vindicate  hii  own 
|W»|Mtlluu,  MDd  to  reply  airiaiwi  to  the  objec* 
ifaaa  wtakli  bid  been  lUfed  apiul  it. 

Hr.  Brawcut  espreveid  hii  repvt  that  the  gen- 
UmufrMBWMhlnglOD,(Mr.  SchlejOhadoSer- 
ad  bb  aaaodamt  to  the  IGth  eeclion,  as  amended 
bytbatmaDdnentot  the  ^nllemin  from  Can>- 
ua.  Ha  CMild  vote  Ibr  il  as  a  distinct  propoai- 
tiM,  bat  not  in  iU  eonnectioo,  becauie  the  effent 
waald  be,  that  Ibe  Lectilatun  befora  the  eodifi- 
mtiaa  toik  pbca,  woald  ha*e  to  re-»naet  at  much  j 
fcoabii  and  azpenie  maoj  laws,  and  after  the 
anJMUnlInn  tecs  place,  the  same  eril  would  con- 
ttMH.  Batvaao  (be  gMlleman  from  Weihrng- 
laaaadbbNalf  there  waiadiSerenee  of  opinion, 
■  Id  tha  ceaainUtloD  put  on  the  emendaient  of 

J. ■ —     *-t)m  Choline,  h»  that  gentleman 

nboBFradBrick,(Mr.Thomao,) 


IhaiaMIaMn 
aiiibafMitlaH 


Ha  Bikad  tba  aandenan  from  Frederick,  if  be  did 
Mt  fad  that  tboogh,  ia  amendini;  a  taw,  it  would 
■ot  ba  nqaired  that  (he  whofe  law  should  be 
WlMrtatl,  ai  (he  whale  of  the  tetlamealtry  171- 
iBBiTatallUMparUof  the  Uw  which  related  to 
1b«  Miljait  aaieiided  woiiU  bare  to  be  re-enact- 
•i. 

Hr.  Tamiii  declioed  making  anj  further  «i- 
■toatlGl.  Ifbewainotundertuiodb;  Ilia  House 
M  aoald  not  Make  himKlf  more  clear.  He  did 
■M  dadina  to  anwei  from  an;  disrespect  to  the 
paOtmaa.  If  he  vu  opnaed  to  him,  he  knew 
iow  lo  le^eet  an  faomil  difieretKe  of  opinion— 
wbM  it  wai  not  inportant  to  lecoocile,  as  the 
HoM*  Bigkl  vote  lor  dileiwit  reamis.  He  wai 
IMriUaf  to  taka  the  floor  too  aften. 

Mr  arnma  itatid  that  he  had  aaked  further 
MflMiilInn,  baeaina  ba,  umI  the  gentleman  from 
WUtebm  '"-  "-" " - 


fMt  of  Bay  law  rendered  it  Decessary  to  re-enact 
■D  tba  parli  of  the  law  appljing  to  the  labject, 
•raalj  a  portion  of  a  law. 

Mr.  "hoKAi  alill  declined  to  make  anj  further 
■a  of  hie  *jaw«. 
r.  8e«LBT  tboogbt  Die  oppoMlion  made  to  his 
prapaaitioo  h;  the  gantlemao  from  Queen  Anoe'a 
■MMfroa  a  niiuniileraUiiding  of  its  import.  To' 
■>ba  ib  objeet  more  clear,  he  turned  to  the 
Bifiled  lawi  of  Hieaouri,  end  showed  that  the 
Man  ware  divided  in  ehaplan.  If  one  of  these 
dfea^n  waa  amendad  tt  waa  not  neceiMrr  (0 
gaeaaal  the  whole  law.  By  merely  amending 
lb*  ihiplar  aod  poblitbiag  it  as  ameitded,  eiery 
amU  purpoaa  wai  aoawereil. 

Mr.  Maauci  sUtod  that  the  fact  thai  gcntle- 
maa  wan  luahla  to  ajree  u  to  tba  meaning  of 
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Ma.  Baowrr  wi^ihcd  the  codiGration  by  the  le- 
gillalure  not  to  inlerrere  with  that  under  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  ScHLET  Mi^^led  that  the  gentleman 
couJd  more  an  amendmont. 

Mr.  Hiaame  stated,  th 
he  hail  xaid  he  would  olf.tr 

section  under  eon>ideialion,  so  si  to  prevent  tlie 
operation  of  the  amendment  of  the  i^eiitlemen 
from  Caroline,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  until  alUr  a  codi- 
fication of  the  l.iiv-i.  After  cuntullalion  with 
f^nllemeii  of  morcesperiencG,  he  had  cone luded 
to  waive  that  iutciitiun.  It  had  been  ctian^ 
that  ihow  voting  lEjinil  the  prupoaiti^n  of  Ihiil 
f^eiitleman  were  cippoMrd  lo  coililiration.  'I'hM 
wan  a  great  mistake,  lie  wus  ai  much  in  favor 
of  it  us  any  man,  and  did  not  twlieve  that  atuong 
those  who  vuled   agjinit  that  proposition,  five 

■on  for  voting  as  he  did,  was  because  he  did  not 
believe  the  Legislature  competent  to  codify.  It 
was  a  great  work,  that  could  only  be  properly 
performed  by  the  moKt  learned  Uwjets.  That 
WIS  the  con?lu»ion  nrrived  at  bjall  other  Slates 
where  Hit  laws  had  been  codiRed,  and  in  iio  in- 
stance had  such  work  been  lelltalhel^bilalarc. 
Tiue,  one  precrdeiit  had  lieen  cited,  in  the  State 
of  LAuiaiaiia.  liut  when  examined,  that  was  uu 
pt«cedent  at  all.  There  the  laws  had  been  lir«t 
codified  bv  Mr.  Livingston,  one  of  the  greatest 
lawyers  of  his  day,  and  it  was  only  afler  tlial, 
that  the  Legiilalute  done  what  was  propnied  by 
the  amendnientof  the  gentleman  I'rotn  t'arnline 


rs  be  Gisl 


rod i Sad   and    t 


would  cheerfully  vole  for  such  a  propofi'lon  ;  in- 
deed, what  he  conlrnded  for  ill  ihe  time,  wus  tu 
postpone  the  effect  of  that  ptopoailiun  until  the 
laws  were  codified,  and  then,  ^ul  nut  until  tlien, 
would  the  nie  cited  and  our's,  run  paial'sl. 
Not  only  wii  there  no  precedent  cited,  hulnnioii); 
the  varied  ConsUlutiuns  of  the  several  tiiateii,  Im 
did  not  believe  a  single  one  could  Iw  found.  And 
why?  Becauie  their  isges  and  statesmen  must 
have  supposed  inch  a  provision  impolitic  and 
fraught  with  evil.  We  should  accord  to  othvn 
as  much  wisdom  and  at  sincere  a  desire  for  the 
public  weal  as  we  possess;  and  surely,  but  fi>r  the 
evil  consequences  that  were  ihouf  lit  would  enHue, 


le  Conei 
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idmeiil,  Ihe  Legislature  wi  re  t-i  cnlli'v — 
for  it  amounts  to  thal^-utitil  the  jwrenris  appuinl- 
ed  hy  the  Legislature  had  reported  a  nidu  and 
the  same  had  been  adoplrd.  This  wi>ukl  tahe 
several  years,  Mr.  Livingston  WM  i-ni-n^rd 
three  irars  in  the  great  work  fur  the  Stntn  of 
Louisiana,  and  it  was  said,  that  in  lliC  Kiuie  of 
New  York,  four  years  were  already  s[i.^iit,  nwl 
the  work  wss  not  yet  completed.  Krimi  lh'M> 
casM,  it  would  appear  lo  every  man  wli"  tn'iv 
the  confused  and  tlisoliccjndiiinn  cf  uiir  U'fl^ll- 
tion  from  1G92  to  the  present  liiiii?.  ilmt  fuiir  or 
five  years  must  elapse  before  those  en-:n[^'d  for 
the  purpose  could  report  the  code.    Now,  during 
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these  four  or  five  yeara  immediately  after  the 
adoption  of  the  new  Constitution,  more  le^sla- 
tion  would  be  required  than  in  perhaps  any  ten 

J  ears  after;  and  during  that  time  too,  we  were  to 
are  a  body  highly  incompetent,  engaged  in  codi- 
fying our  statutes.  This  period  was  a  most  un- 
fortunate one  for  such  an  attempt ;  not  only  be- 
cause of  the  number  of  laws  necessarily  acted 
upon,  but  because  of  their  importance.  He 
agreed  with  the  several  gentlemen  who  had  spo- 
ken of  the  evil  consequences  of  legislative  codi- 
fication, while  our  laws  were  in  their  present 
condition.  It  would  uproot  our  fundamental 
laws.  Let  a  code  be  prepared  by  persons  of  suf- 
ficient ability,  who  could  devote  time  enough  to 
it ;  and,  after  its  adoption,  but  not  before,  would 
the  Legislature  be  competent  to  perform  the  du- 
ties imposed  upon  them  by  the  amendment  al- 
ready adopted.  They  could  then  see  the  law  at 
a  glance;  but  now  it  was  often  very  difficult  to 
find,  and  still  more  difficult  to  ascertain  its  mean- 
ing, when  found.  He  did  not  agree  with  those 
who  thought  that  the  amendment  by  making  it 
more  difficult  to  legislate  properly,  would  pre- 
vent an  excess  of  laws  and  therefore  exert  a  good 
influence.  That  would  not  prevent  legislation. 
As  heVetofore,  those  who  did  not  know  .the  laws 
in  existence,  would  still  frame  bills.  No  one 
likes  to  confess  his  ignorance  and  inability;  and 
self-esteem,  as  it  so  often  does,  would  still  urge 

Eirsons  to  do  that  which  thev  did  not  understand, 
ut  his  colleague  had  added  to  the  section,  as 
amended,  a  clause  to  codify,  and  that  he  would 
most  cheerfully  sustain.  It  would  make  the  sec- 
tion more  palateable  and  he  would  be  compelled 
to  swallow  the  bitter  with  the  sweet. 

IVlr.  DoRstv  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
ply to  the    gentleman    from  Frederick,   (Mr. 
Thomas,)  and  in  explanation  of  the  substitute 
which  he  had  moved  to  the  section.  He  defended 
the  preference  which  he  had  expressed  for  sup- 
plements over  original  bills,  because  a  law,  of 
which  the  index  was  imperfect,  and  which  could 
uot  be  fouud   without  great  difficulty,  when  in 
an  original  bill,  could  be  found  easily  when  in  a 
8upplement,ihat  always  giving  a  direct  reference 
to  the  bill  to  which  it  is  supplemental,  and,  if  it 
could  bo  found  through  the  supplement,  why 
hunt  through  a  mass  of  original  bills  to  find  it' 
By  the  supplement,  you  are  referred  to  the  orl 
ginal  bill,  and  then  you  have  the  contents  of  both 
presented  to  your  view.    He  referred  to  the 
loose  and  unsatisfactory  character  of  the  amend- 
ment which  was  adopted  yesterday,  and  read  the 
following  extract  from  it,  **£very  law  &c.,  shall 
embrace  but  one  subject."  And  yet  there  can 
scarcely  ever  be  found  a  law  of  any  length  that 
does  not,  of  necebsity,  embrace  various  subjects. 
He  objected  to  the  amendment,  therefore,  on 
that  ground.     If  the  meaning  was  subject  mat- 
ter necessarily  brought  in  connection  with  each 
other   by    the  enactment,    filly  original   bills, 
might  be  required  to  accomplish  that  for  which, 
without  his  amendment,a  single  original  bill  would 
be  all-sufficient.  The  expression, **one  subject,"ap- 
pearedto  him  not  to  express  the  meanmgof  its 
auihor,and  incapable  of  being  reduced  to  practice. 
Then  the  amendment  went  on  to  say,  **aDd  that 


shall  be  deicribed  in  the  title.**  Now  if  tfaflre 
happen  to  be  mtoy  of  these  tulijeeti  In  the  bill» 
the  effect  of  thu  provision  might  be  to  neke  the 
title  of  the  bill  or  useleia  end  intolerible  lMi|th. 
It  would  be  much  better  for  peneos  to  look  mto 
the  bill  iuelf,  and  read  its  entetioeDtt  tbroqgli. 
In  reply  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentknieB 
from  Frederick,  in  relation  to  the  itliirj  of  the 
Chancellor,  he  said  he  had  no  doubt  tbmt  the 
Legislature  did  not  vote  inedvertently,  but  keew 
very  well  what  they  were  voting  for.  But  Mi 
strongest  objection  was  to  the  Itat  pert  of  the 
amendment,  which  reads  *'bat  fai  ell  ceaet  ell 
parts  to  be  revived  or  amended,  thai  ere  eoibreeed 
in  the  object  of  the  bill,  shall  be  re-eoeeted  and 
published  at  length."  This  wonld  reader  it  ne- 
cessary to  re-enact  every  elauie  end  portioo  of 
the  whole  law,  on  which  the  amendmeet  eoeli 
operate,  though  entirely  abrogated  or  eenttme- 
tively  repealed  by  the  amendment  made.  Tboifdi 
such  be  the  obvious  construetioo  of  the  ^Beae- 
ment,  such  surely  was  not  the  design  of  its 
mover.  He  thought  the  whole  emendmeiit  is 
loosely  put  together,  that,  in  its  preient  fons,  it 
could  not  be  adopted.  Hereprdedihe  nd>jtcl 
of  codification  as  an  ent'urelj  independent  profD- 
sition.  He  approved  of  some  pert  of  the  eneU' 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Waahinctoo,  (BIr. 
Schley.)  but  not  of  the  other  pert*  end  thmlbit 
would  be  compelled  to  voteageinat  it. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  oity,  nid  he  eof 
curred  entirely  in  the  argument  of  biadistiogaiik' 
ed  friend  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Doneyjail 
had  felt  its  force  from  the  beginning.  He,  (Jfr. 
S.,)  was  at  all  timee  unwilling  to  intrude  opi 

gentlemen,  who  were  addressing  the  Conventiqi^ 
ut  he  had  risen  for  the  purpoae  of  eakieg  t 
question.  Suppose  a  law,  thui  re-eneelBd, 
should  be  impeilect  by  the  omiMion  of  four  ir 
five  laws,  all  relating  to  the  same  aabjeet-nit' 


ter — would  the  re-enacted  law,  in  thu  mj^ 
feet  condition,  be  a  conslitational  exercise  orlhi 
legislative  power  ?  He  looked  upon  this  amead- 
ment  as  vesting  in  the  Legislature  e  perticnhr 
and  limited  authority.  They  were  to  re-enaelllie 
whole  law— all  parts  of  the  law  were  to  be  CB- 
bodied  in  the  re-enactment.  If,  therefbre,  tbcj 
should  omit  several  laws,  would  not  that  be  tt 
imperfect  exercise  of  the  legislative  power,  ttd 
would  it  not  render  the  law  unconatitutiooal? 

He  also  desired  to  ask  the  gentleman  fiott 
Anne  Arundel,  another  question,  whether,  fa  the 
absence  of  any  repealing  clause  in  the  Ttrttadd 
law,  the  laws  which  had  been  omitted  wouM  out 
remain  in  full  force  and  vigor,  provided  tbcfs 
were  no  conflict  between  the  proviaions  of  the 
original  laws  and  of  those  which  had  been  rent* 
acted  ?  He  assumed,  in  the  first  plaee,  that  the 
exercise  ot  this  power,  was  the  ezereise  of  ft 
special  authority,  and  that  the  whole  lew  vnrt 
be  re-enacted,  or  that  it  would  not  be  worth  the 
paper  on  which  it  was  printed;  and,  in  the  uottd 
place,  that  if  there  be  not  a  repeeling  olaoMli 
the  re-enacted  law,  any  laws  which  might  be 
omitted,  provided  they  were  not  in  oonfliet  wXk 
any  portion  of  the  re  enactment,  would  raasli 
in  full  and  vigorous  operation,  and  that  theeevft 
must  80  decide. 
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Mr.  Doubt  munied,  in  reply.  If  he  wqs  ask- 
ed hie  priTtte  opinion,  he  would  reply  that,  if, 
in  the  oeiei  iteled,  the  repealing  clause  was  in- 
•erted  in  the  new  act,  the  preyioui  law  would  be 
repealed.  Dt  if  the  amenndments  conflicted 
wnh  etch,  they  would  be  ineffectual  in  their 
operation.  And  if  the  repealing:  clause  was  not 
imeited,  the  pre-existing  laws  which  had  been 
QBittad  in  the  codified  and  re-enacted  law  would 
RBMUD  in  full  foree. 

The  amendment  does  not  say  that  the  whole 
of  the  lawi  are  to  he  re-enacted,  but  only  that 
parts  of  the  law  shall  be  examined  and  re-CR- 
aeled,  and  published  at  lenf;th.  He  could  see 
DO  advantage  which  would  be  derired  from  thus 
re-enaeting  and  pnblishing  these  parts  of  the 
law,  which  may  have  been  rescinded  by  the 
amendment;  and  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  bf. 
dona — that  it  would  lead  to  endless  confu- 
ikm. 

He  baliered  the  gentleman  from  Washington, 
(Mr.  Schley,)  did  not  design  to  employ  any  oth- 
er than  competent  lawyers  in  the  performance  of 
this  task.  One  of  his  great  objections  to  a 
changa  in  the  system,  was  that  the  instability  of 
laws  render  them  of  less  efficiency. 

Oo  the  iuhjeet  of  special  pleadmg,  he  referred 
to  the  change  which  had  been  made  in  that 
biaaeh  of  the  practice  in  New  York.  He  had 
bend  it  said  that  the  new  system  worked  well 
than.  But  it  was  the  very  last  system  (for  rea- 
sons which  he  a  few  days  ago  haid  advanced  to 
sono,)  that  ha  would  adopt.  From  all  he  had  seen 
or  known  of  its  operation,  he  was  on  every  ground 
oppoied  to  it  Certainly  it  would  not  do  in  the 
SiBia  of  Maryland,  to  increase  the  costs  of  liti- 
gatkin  to  more  than  ten  times  their  present 
amount. 

Mr  8cHLBT  explained  that  he  had  no  desire 
to  abolish  special  pleading.  So  far  as  his  own 
opinion  went,  he  would  much  prefer  to  see  it 
inada  still  more  special. 

Mr.  DoasBT  entirely  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man ftom  Washington  there.  It  reqaires  to  be 
made  more  special.  He  referred  to  the  simpli- 
ei^ofthe  present  practicn  in  cases  where  non 
enne^piif,  nan  eui,^  qpc.,  were  the  proper  pleas; 
and  argued  that  it  was  scarcely  necessary  to 
bave  included  special  pleading  in  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Washington. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  appomt  commissioners 
at  a  great  expense  to  the  State,  to  change  a 
coune  of  practice  which  the  legislature  had  it  in 
tboir  power,  at  any  time,  to  change  without  put- 
ting the  State  to  any  expense. 

He  than  explained  the  nature  and  object  of 
snecial  pleading.  The  length,  the  expenses  and 
all  the  characteristics  of  this  svstem  of  practice 
in  Maryland,  differed  widely  from  what  they 
ware  in  the  Slates  which  were  enthu:siastic  on 
the  subject  of  progess.  Justice  was  here  ad- 
ministered  as  cheaply  as  it  was  in  any  Sute 
where  justice  is  administered  in  the  st  .me  way. 
He  put  some  cases  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
how  the  New  York  system  would  wor  k  in  Ma- 
ryland. New  York  had  abolished  speciial  plead- 
mg,  and  would  not  permit  a  defendant  to  put  in 
the  simple  pies  of'aot  g\j^itf,'' or  non  asswnp- 


tit,  but  in  lieu  of  this,  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
are  required  to  put  in  a  brief  statement  of  facts, 
and  that  brief  statement  has  led  to  more  litiga- 
tion than  any  other  mode  which  has  been  devis- 
ed. If  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  fail  to  insert 
every  thing  required  in  his  statement  or  answer, 
his  loss  is  ten  times  (rreatcr  in  New  York  than 
in  Maryland. 

He  read  one  of  these  statement^,  of  which  a 
gentleman  had  furnished  him  with  a  copy;  and 
the  readint;  furnished  much  amusement  to  the 
House.  He  then  read  the  bill  of  costs  append- 
ed to  the  statement  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  costs  to  the  defendant  for  an  unsuccessful  re- 
sistance to  a  suit — nay,  where  there  was  no  re- 
!«istanre,  no  trial,  but  judgment  by  default,  no 
jury  being  required— for  $296,  amounted  to 
$96  75:  while  in  Maryland  they  would  only  haye 
been  $6  or  S7. 

He  had  also  understoud  that  in  one  case  in 
New  York,  the  answer  put  in  by  the  defendant 
covered  six  thousand  pnges.  And  this  is  under 
the  reformed  system  by  wiiich  special  pleading 
has  been  abolished,  and  legal  proceedings  have 
been  simplified. 

Mr.  ScHLET  repeated  that  he  had  not  attempt- 
ed to  abolish  special  pleading. 

Mr.  Dorset  said,  it  was  a  mistake  of  his.  It 
was  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's. 

Mr.  ScHLETsaid,  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Queen  Anne's  was  not  before  the 
House.  He  donired  to  state  that  his  amendment 
looked  only  to  amending  and  modifying  the  pre- 
sent system  of  special  pleading;,  by  which  he 
meant  to  make  it  more  special,  merely  stripping 
it  of  its  antiquated  forms  and  superflous  ver- 
biage. 
Mr.  Dorset  replied,  if  ?uch  were  his  object  his 
amendment  was  not  limited  to  its  accomplish- 
ment. The  amendment  opened  the  door  to  the 
abolition  of  all  special  pleading. 

Mr  Thomas  said: 

There  was  certainly  nothing  in  the  present 
amendment  which  contemplated  the  abolition  of 
the  ?ystcm  of  special  pleading.  It  looked  only 
to  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  revise 
and  modify  tiie  present  practice  and  pleadings. 
No  man  would  deny  that  some  change  was  neces- 
sary in  tho  old  laws  which  had  become  liable  to 
great  abuses.  The  first  proposition  was  to  codi- 
fy the  laws  and  submit  the  work  to  the  legisla- 
ture; and  the  second  was  to  revise  the  system  of 
special  pleading  and  practice,  and  report  tlie  re- 
sult to  the  legislature. 

He,  for  one,  had  never  joined  in  the  cry 
against  special  pleading.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thought  the  establishment  of  the  present  system 
one  of  the  greatest  efforts  of  human  wisdom.  It 
was  probable  that  so  the  commissioners  would 
report  to  the  legislature.  But  he  might  also  be 
of  opinion,  that  the  system  had  not  kept  pace 
with  the  changes  of  circumstances,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  public  sentiment;  and  can  it  be  said  that 
we  are  on  dangerous  ground,  when  we  desire  on- 
ly to  make  such  changes  as  will  adapt  it  to  the 
present  advanced  aUle  o^  Vwwawi  VoNfcW^  >^ 
was  not,  bowe^et,  ^o\ti%\iiVo  \Jti«X>w«wiV  ^1  vV^ 
subject.    Bul\lco\Adi»X\»^«»«^''^^^'^'^^'^^* 
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Cat  had  sometimes  been  introduced  by  law jeit, 
under  the  idea  that  thej  were  practising  in  the 
art  of  special  pleading;. 

He  cuuid  ciie  iiMtances  where  enormous  costs 
had  been  incurred  in  suits  under  our  forms  in 
Marjlatid,  greater  than  those  in  the  case  from 
New  York,  but  he  would  not  go  into  that  sub- 
ject, lie  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  iht  legisla- 
ture, which  had  the  power  to  correct  such 
eviN. 

He  read  the  latter  part  of  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Caroline,  and  contended 
that  it  was  not  liable  to  the  criticisms  made  upon 
it  by  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr. 
Dor^ey,)  and  repeated  what  he  had  saidbefoie 
on  the  subject  of  the  testamentary  system,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  increased  salary  of  the 
Chancellor  for  many  years,  in  consequence  of 
the  negligence  of  the  legislature  in  nut  examin- 
ing the  annual  bills,  (to  continue  in  force  certain 
laws,)  before  they  were  passed. 
-  He  knew  from  his  own  experience  that  it  was 
a  practice  morelr  to  read  the  titles  of  certain 
bills  to  continue  bills  about  to  expire  for  another 
term,  without  reading  moie  than  the  titles.  He 
never  rend  Xhtse  bills  taking  the  word  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  as  to  their  con- 
tents. 

When  gentlemen  argued  that  a  branch  of  a 
law  might  not  be  amended,  without  re-enacting 
the  whole  law  of  which  it  was  a  part,  he  asked 
if  this  was  not  running  counter  to  tlie  express 
language  of  the  article  we  have  adopted  ?  And 
he  read  that  article  that,  the  House  might 
judge. 

Ho  remarked  on  the  criticism  of  the  gentleman 
from  Aune  Arundel,  on  the  word  "subject,'* 
and  said  that  if  it  was  susceptible  of  so  many 
constructions,  it  would  have  beeu  better  for 
that  gentleman  to  have  moved  the  substitute  of  a 
more  dis'.itjct  word  by  way  of  remedying  the  er- 
ror. He  laid  down  the  principle  that  it  requires 
much  menial  discipline  to  be  able  lo  analyse  any 
subject  embracing  a  variety  of  ideasf  so  as  to 
separate  the  elements,  and  collicaie  and  arrange 
them;  stated  that  there  were  few  minds  compe- 
tent to  the  ta^k,  and  applied  it  to  the  work  of 
codification. 

He  could  readily  conceive  how  gentlemen  de- 
sired to  have  the  laws  collected  and  collocated 
totheir  hands,  because  it  saved  them  the  great 
mental  processes  of  searching  up  all  the  laws 
and  going  through  all  the  decisions  of  the  Courts 
of  Appeals.  It  was  a  labor  of  such  magnitude 
that  but  (ew  minds  could  be  found  capable  of 
performijig  it.  He  had  seen  many  a  member  of 
the  bar  who  had  lost  a  case,  because  his  mind 
had  not  taken  in  all  the  points  of  which  it  was 
susceptible;  and  he  had  seen  judges,  who,  from 
the  same  cause  had  delivered  false  decisions. 
The  popular  mind  calls  for  a  reform  in  our  legal 
system. 

He  was  ready  to  adopt  any  mode  best  calcula- 
ted to  gratify  popular  feeling,  to  which  he  res- 
ponded with  all  his  heart  imd  soul,  which  de- 
mands that  the  laws  shall  be  made  so  clear  that 
evBo  the  uoJetUrtd  man  maY  know  them,  and 
tJfMt  the  **wmj»fiknng  maD,  though  a  foo\>inKj  ^ 


not  err  therein.'*    He  bad  graat  rc^oelfiir  Hm 

opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Amodil  ai 
to  the  codifying  the  laws,  but  he  eoold  Ml»ai 
this  important  subject,'  conaeot  to  tbaodoa  Ui 
views.  • 

It  was  so  also,  as  to  special  pleadiof :  tiM  jgn- 
tleman  from  Anne  Arundel  was  w  wedded  ts 
old  forms,  that  he  thought  the  preieDt 
could  not  be  amended.  But  the  popular  ' 
must  be  gratified. 

Let  these  changes  be  made  now,  in  tbe  miifl 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  in  tbe  form  of  ev 
laws;  and  let  our  system  of  apecial  fdeadiaL 
which  no  one  desires  to  abolish,  be  reTiMd  aid 
so  modified  as  to  be  in  accordance  witb  tbe  il* 
yanced  intelligence  of  tbe  m;  and  lettbe  wbab 
system  of  our  laws,  of  our  (omn  ofnlendiqf«aii 
of  our  rules  of  practice,  be  adapted,  aa  tbej 


be,  to  the  condition  and  cireumstancea 

as   it  is  now;  and    let  them  not  remain,  as  tlagr 

obviously  are  in  mauT  respecta,  adapted  to  tai 

condition   the    world  waa  in,   Anno  Domiai, 

one. 

Mr.  Doasar  made  an  explanation  in  reply. 
He  said,  he  was  inclined  to  question  tbe  e^ 
diency,  much  less  the  necessity  of  the  legiskton 
inflicting  on  the  State,  tbe  enormoua  expaodh 
ture  of  appointing  two  separate  boarda  of  eosp- 
missioners  on  the  two  distinct  subjeeta.uiderthii 
amendment.    He  could  not  allow  tlleoonlro^ 
tion  put  upon  it,  that  the  oommiaaionera  wars b 
make  the  code,  and  without  submitting  it  to  tb 
legislature,  it  was  to   become  tbe   law  of  tb 
land;  such  an  opinion  could  not  for  a  momeatbi 
sustained.    The  code,  until  its  adoption  by  tte 
legislature,  had  no  vitality  or  operation.    Hsfesd 
no  such  intention,  as  was  clear  from  the  sabM- 
quent  part  of  the  amendment,  where  it  is  profii* 
ed  how  the  legislsture  might  act  witb  ragafdto 
it.    The  legislature  have  the  power  to  ant^^ 
all  the  details  without  any  constitutional  profri* 
sion. 

He  could  not  pretend  to  know  any  thing  ibnA 
the  popular  feeling  on  the  subject  of  spsdil 
pleacfing.  If  there  really  was  any  8oebMsGi|i 
it  was  probably  got  up  by  politicians  to  sobflns 
some  momentary  purpose,  and  did  not  ori||nli 
with  the  people,  and  irom  its  nature  wonld  looa 
die  away. 

It  had  been  asked  by  the  eentleman  firoatlVB* 
derick,  why,  if  he  objected  to  the  looseaaMof 
the  words  "one  subject,"  he  did  not  propoN  to 
substitute  a  more  definite  term?    He  eotudealjr 
answer  that  he  saw  no  necessity  for  any  attaaiptos 
his  part,  to  amend  a  proposition  to  wbicbbsmi 
altogether  opposed,    it  was  certainly  no  pait of 
his  duty  to  amend  the  proposition;  and,  in  nfbi 
he  would  ask,  why  he  did  not  amend  It?  Oavtamly 
nobody  was  more  competent  to  do  so,  tlian  te 
was.    He  cited    some  cases  for  the  purposs  of 
showing  that  the  word  '^subject**  waa  too  leoM* 
It  would  be  better,  he  thought,  to  bave  a  mis* 
ty  of  subjects,  relating  to  tbe  same  objeet,  in  ms 
bill,  infitead  of  having  them  scattensd  tbroif^ 
several  bills,*  a  separate  bill   for  eaeb  aapaiab 
subject,  although  relathag  to  one  nnenJ  olgaeL 
\tuiaaAV^^m\ia  either  altereaor  aaaiMt 
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woold  luve  to  be  re-entcted  and  puln 
iBBgth.    He  ooold  not  see  any  proprie- 
It  was  ao    ineoDtisteoey   wnicli  he 
i^ttobe  aToided. 

latioD   was  then   stated     be  od  theto 
■tof  Mr.  ScBiBT. 

ir  was  DOW  growing  late,  when 

»  was  made  that  the  House  adjourn, 

ritbdrawn,  andrenewed. 

tioD  by  yeas  30^  nays  39,  was  rejected. 

^ihe  flouse  was  ordered,  and 

a  of  the  roll  had  been  commeneed, 

m  was  made,  that  further  prooeedingi 

J  be  dispensed  with. 

m  was  again  made,  that  the  House  ad- 

d 

\  34«  nays  34,  was  rejected. 

Boose  refused  to  adjourn. 

NDO  conversation, 

NiTtDtion  adjoarned  until  to-morrow  at 
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mTODtion  met  at  ten  o*eloek. 
by  the  Re?.  Mr.  GairriTH. 
am  being  present,  the  Journal  of  yes- 
is  read  and  approved. 

BULBS  OF  THB  CONYBVTION 

:avd.  Chairman  of  the  select  commit- 
bited  to  revise  the  rules  submitted  the 

RKPOBT  : 

Mit  the  seventeenth  rule  and  insert : 
VKMis  question  shall  be  always  in  or- 
bnventioD,  that  ihall  be  in  this  form : 
B  main  question  be  now  put  1*'  It  shall 
imitted  when  demanded  by  a  majority 
asbers  present,  and  its  effect  shall  be  to 
1  to  all  debate  and  to  bring  the  Gonven- 
direct  vote  upon  pending  amendments 
section  of  the  Constitution  then  under 
tion.  On  a  motion  for  the  previous 
and  prior  to  the  seconding  of  the  same, 
the  Coavention  shall  be  in  order;  but 
Jority  shall  have  seconded  such  motion, 
all  be  in  order  prior  to  a  divbion  of  the 
it  Ion. 

RULK  EIGIITBBNTH. 

revious  question  there  shall  be  no  de- 
ll incidental  questions  of  order  arising 
lotion  is  made  for  the  previous  question 
ng  such  motion  shall  be  decided,  whe- 
ppeal  or  otherwise,  without  debate, 
lea  from  eighteenth  to  twenty-eighth,  to 
1  wimericaJJy  to  as  to  correspond  with 
rt. 


Rule  twenty-ninth  to  l>e  repealed,  and  the 
followiog  rule  to  be  substituted : 

A  motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to  eocD- 
mit,  to  determine  the  priority  of  business  <»■  to 
lay  on  the  table,  shall  be  deisided  without  de- 
bate. 

BULB  TBIBTIBTB. 

Every  amendment  or  motion  mav  be  divided 
into  as  many  parts  as  it  is  susceptible  dT,  and  se- 
parate votes  taken  on  each  if  required. 

Which  was  read. 

On  motion  of 

Mr.  MoBOAM,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  entered  upon  the  Journal 
that  Mr.  Hopewell  is  detained  from  his  scat  in 
this  Convention,  in  consequence  of  the  indisposl- 
tkm  of  a  member  of  his  family. 

Mr.  KiLoouB  offered  the  following  order  : 

Ordered,  That  when  this  Convention  shall  ad- 
journ, it  stand  adjourned  over  to  Monday,  the 
94th  inst.,  at  twelve  o'clock,  in  honor  of  the  an- 
niver«ary  of  the  birth  day  of  the  illustrious 
George  Washington. 

The  order  having  been  read, 

Mr.  KabovB  said : 

Mr.President— >To<norrow  is  the  twenty-second 
of  February,  the  birth-day  of  the  illustrious 
Washington. 

It  has  always  been  customary,  I  believe,  for 
bodies  of  this  kind,  to  suspend  business  for  that 
day,  to  pay  that  respect  which  is  due  to  his  me- 
moi7.  But  more  Mrticularly  has  it  been  deter- 
mined, by  all  the  Conventions,  and  Legislative 
bodies,  now  In  session  throughout  the  country,  to 
pursue  this  coutse,  on  the  appioaching  anniver- 
sary of  the  father  of  his  country,  and  to  make  it 
a  day  of  thanksgiving  to  kind  Heaten  for  the 
peace  and  harmony  which  now  pervade  our  be- 
loved Union — under  the  operation  of  the  com- 
promise measures,  adopted  bv  Congress,  after 
the  tremendous  and  powerful  crisis  through 
which  it  has  passed.  I  hope  the  resolution  will 
be  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith  briefly  opposed  the  adoption  of  the 
order,  on  the  ground  of  ihe  difficulty  of  procuring 
a  quorum  after  the  adjournment,  and  of  the  ne- 
cessity, in  view  of  the  approach  of  Spring,  of 
proeeedingas  rapidly  as  possible  with  the  pub- 
lic business. 

Mr.  Fiery  moved  tliat  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  table. 

Mr.  Smith  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  which 
were  ordered  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jffirmative—Memn.  James  U.  Dennis,  Hodsoo, 
Phelps,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  Nelson,  Thaw- 
ley,  Gwinn,  Schley,  Fiery,  Harbine,  Weber, 
Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Cockey  and  Brown 17. 

Negative— Mesan,  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, Blakistone,  Dent,  fticaud.  Chambers,  of 
Kent,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall,  Sellman,  Weems, 
Merrick,  Bell,  Welch,  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of 
1  albot,  John  Dennis,  Williams,  Golda^to^^ 
McCuIlouffh,  MiU«t«  t^tf^jJd^tVi^^  >&<^\)^vci^ 
Greorge,  ^ligjtv^  Hqo>m,  TVi^caaMk^^StKcitKO^v 
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sw,  Amim,  Mij^w,  Cutn,  Stiimt  of  Cto>- 
Jine,  Ware,  Divii,  Kilsour,  Breirar,  IVilart, 
AudenoD,  HoUjdaj,  PiUpttrick  and  Eg>  43. 
So  tbe  CoDTention  decided  that  the  MeolatioB 
should  not  be  laid  on  tbe  table. 


.^fflraalm — Mm 
can,  Blakltlona,  I 
Kant,  Donej,  Weill,  Sellman,  Wcenu.  Mer- 
rick, Buchanan,  Ball,  Welch,  Llojd,  John  Den- 
ni*,  Williami,  GeldibotDUgh,  McCallough,  Hit- 
ler, Tuck,  Sprlgg,  MoCubbla,  Oeorga,  Wrwbt, 
Jacoba,  Thomu,  Gailber,  Biaer,  Magnw,  Cu- 
ter, Stenan  of  Caroline,  Brent  of  Baltimore 
ejtj.  Ware.  DbtIi,  Kllgour,  Brewer,  Watert, 
AodenoD,  Halljda;,  FiUpalrick,  and  Egs— 41. 

Mgaliwt — Meain.  Dietinion,  Sherwood  of 
Telbot,  Jamei  U.  Dennli,  Hudaoo,  Phelpa,  Bhr^ 
fer,  AnniD,  Stephenion,  HoUaniy,  NalaOD, 
Thawlej,  Owinn,  Sohlef ,  Fierr,  Barbine,  Web- 
er, Smith,  farke,  Shower,  Cuckej  and  Brawn — 
SI. 


So  the  reaolution  wa»  adopted. 


Mr.   Skllhxh    oSered  the   foUoiring  order, 
which  waa  read  and  adopted : 
Ordered.  That  the  Treaiurer  be  requested  lo 

report  to  this  ConTention  the  amount  of  monaj 


Inipeclion  of  TobaRcoi  and  also  to  report  furlher, 
nhcther  the  purchase  of  Lots,  the  erection  of 
WarehouMi  and  the  espenses  of  Inspection  are 
now.DrhaTel«en  atanj  limeheretofore  a  charge 
upon  the  Treaiury  of  the  etale. 


Mr.  Ghihh  rose  and  pva  notice  that  he  w 
at  tlie  proper  time,  if  the  courae  of  the  pro 
inga  should  authorise  it,  nioTe  a  propwith 
relation  to  the  matier  pending  at  the  adiiHim- 
■nentiyeslerdaj.  He  would  meralir  remark,  that 
Im  did  not  oSer  it  on  his  own  judpnaot  alone, 
(Mil  upon  consultation  with  other  gentlemen. 

The  amendnient  was  read. 

Mr.  DuasET  rose  and  gaie  notice  that  he  would, 
•t  the  proper  time,  offer  ■  proposilioa  as  a  sub- 
elitute  for  tlie  proposition  fcslerdaj  offered  bj 
bimself. 

The  substitute  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Browm,  tbe  Conrention  pa*. 
sed  to  the  nrden  of  the  daj. 


Vt.Eq*.    OnlfaU 


iHkteib- 

Mi.^GwnlH  mIM  for  a  dlTUoo  of  Ibt  f* 
lion. 

The  Fbcswuit  i^  that  lite  t*"***"*  f" 
Montfoneiy,  (Mr.  D>tI*,)  had  jatUrtt}  «dU 
foradiviaion. 

Mr.  BLaanron.  irthcpiatkaufMiGH- 
roll,  (Mr.  Ege,)  incMa  no  the  pnriSDi  qiMfii^ 
'  ihall  move  a  Mil  of  the  CoaTantka. 

Mr.  Bos.  I  do  inaiiL  Wa  han  beaa  dm 
dan  WMtiDR  tba  titaa  of  tbe  Catmatka  k  ■» 

,...  j: tj^  ^  this  qiieatioB.     OcallMH 

pr^ared  ta  vata  two  daft  afi  ■ 

Mr.  BLaitmin.    Tlien  I  iniM  ea  sj  wte 

r  a  call  of  the  ConTention. 

The  question  was  taken  ca  tbamellMe^lb'. 
BLAuiTOHe,tQd,ha*iBChaaBdaUMi  M1M* 
lirmaliTe, 

Tha  roll  was  called. 

The  namea  of  the  abtentea*  mn  Ihm  I—i- 

Mr.  Eaa  mored  that  flirtlier  prpeaadtali  M 
the  call  ba  diipenaed  witb. 

Mr.  RiciDD  said  there  were  aoBM  Mawben  li 
Ihe  cit7  who  desired  to  nta,  but  who  did  Mta- 
pect  tlut  the  question  would  be  takaa  aa  tata. 

After  some  coDTenattOD, 

The  CoQTention  lefuaed  to  ratpaiid  |»uiii»fiif 
□n  the  call. 

The  Pbmpbit  tbiU  difaalal  Iha  Jam  fcnn 

}  wan  on  nieb  of  ihaabeMMaeaai  wHa  hi* 
dtj  and  nottfy  ttaeai  to  altairf. 
foJIaws "     ' 


atheeaUwarelbaaA- 


her  proceedings  i 


And  the  question  recurred  on  the  deaad  ■ 
Mr.  Eaa  for  the  prsrious  queatiou. 

There  wu  a  second.  And  the  r&ain  qsMliM 
(on  Ihe  amendment  uf  Mr.  Bchlxt,)  wai  onhnl 
M  be  DOW  Uhen. 

Mr.  Datii  withdrew  hit  eaU  for  a  dMta. 

Mr.  GwnrK  renewed  it. 

The  PaninEKT  stated  that  the 
guioeptible  of  three  diiialoaa. 

Mr.  Thomis  suggested  another 
which  wasordeied, 

The  first  dirision  was  stated  aa  follows : 


"  The  Legislature  ai 


The  ConTention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  heretofore  made  b;  Mr.  Johksoh,  from 
the  committee  on  the  legisli.tiTB  departmEn 

The  pendtne  question  wu  on  the  amendment 
oSsmd  jettar&j  bj  Mr.  Scblit  to  the  sixteenth 


more  commissioners  learned  in  the  \ 
dul;  it  shall  be  to  rerise  and  eodity  the  • 
of  this  Slate." 

Mr.  Eoa  called  the  jcai  and  naji,  whUi  !«• 

The  qoestion  then  was  taken  and  reniM  M 

Jj^matiu.—Messrs.  Chapman,  Preddeal,  ll«- 
gau.  BlakUtonc,  Dont,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Ghaabm, 
of  Kent,  Weems,  Bond,  Merrick,  BUehanw, 
Bell,  Welch,  Llotd,  Dkkinsoo,  Bharwoed,  of 
IttSML,  Itfbik  \l««kta,  Janes  U.  Danb,  WA- 


Tta^  Sprie,  McCdMi 


I     Bo  tha  tUrd  bmwh  of  Uw   kmandoMiit  WM 
'  sgreod  to. 

.    Am«a„».„tU„u^    M..H«.»'        Tin  qutrtion  WW  IbM  taken  oo  Urn  fcorthmd 

i.*s!i,%i;:r''82:Sni  ""'»-*■"».  —»*"".  -  '*••  .j 

ptaD,  Bnot,  of  IMtimon  c!^,  I  «  And  it  dnil  be  tho  dgty  of  Uw  Lifitklitra  at 
,  Fterj,  Naill,  Hirbioe,  KUgouT,  ,  the  explntion  of  ererj  wibMquent  Milod  of  tea 
Mt,  ADdenon,  Weber,  Hollfday,  ,  ji*n  after  the  edopUoti  and  pramulgation  of  the 
HtU,  Parfce,  E«,  Bhowei,  Cocke;  i  code  of  lam,  to  haTe  publiabed  end  piomaln- 
B.  Ud  all  the  Btatnte  Lawi  of  this  Bute  Dten  m 

■MiM.  DotNT<  Welto,  SeUmaD    force,  *> 

And  tba  teeult  mt  u  bUom : 
t  bnnch  of  the  ameedneDt  mi  Jj|r«*B,._Me.«ii.  Chapman,  PrMident, 
I  Morpn,  BlnlcittMe,  Dent,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Chist- 
n  wa«  then  taken  on  the  aaoond  i  here,  of  Kent.  Weenu,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch, 
■BeodBeut,  which  was  io  the  fol-  Uojd,  DickiDur,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  John 
'■  Dannie,  JanMa  U.   Deanii,  WiUlBma,  Hoduo, 

VBon  ummHinu..  1um«l  h  MoCnlloujh,  Millet,  Tuck,  Bprin,  McCubbto, 
^iSTit^SZT^^^Ja:  i  «?-«"f.  0~'K'.  Wrijht,  lIi,a.on,  Hea™, 
>>lianiu.<in.<nr.nti...  ni..ji»  Thomai,  ShriTor,  Biaar,  Annan,  Blephenaoo, 
^^^^Jtii^i^n^Zi^  MoHemV.  Mar-*.  Nol—,  CaOer,  fh.wle, 
rnedlap  of  the  oourU  of  reeord  kt  |  i^uwart,V  ciolin.,  Br«.i,  of  BalUmor.  cltj; 
Wan,  Beble;,  Fierr,  Neill,  Harbine,  Dara, 
Kileour,  Brewer,  Waten,  Anderwin,  Wabei, 
HoOrda;,  Fitaetriek,  Smith,  Farke,  Ej^,  Sbow- 
w,  Coekej  and  Brown— 6f. 

MnliM,— Hm««.  Dotaej,   Weill,  SellouD, 
rotdalwrou^,  Pbalpa  and  Gwinn — 6. 
Bo  the  fourth  and  lait  branch  of  the  ameod 
lent  waa  afreed  to. 

The  queeiion  then  leoarred  on  the  amendment 
propoaad  by  Mr.  araHcaa,  ai  a  lubatltuta  for  the 
tain  lection,  ii  anended. 
Some    coDTenatiM  followed  on  a    point  of 

Mi.  DoBiiT  diiected  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
rention  to  that  part  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
ScBtXT,  which  proposed  thab  lb*  LMiilature 
ibould  appoint,  eiw  or  mart,  commlteioneri  to 
Mdlfy,&c. 

Mr.  DoMtT  thought  that  a  proriekm,  ao  In* 
definite,  oucbl  not  to  be  ineorporated  into  the 
CoMtiluttoo.  The  number  of  conuninioaers 
night  be  to  molUplted,  ibat there  would  be  no  re- 
nonsibilitj  anv  wVre,  aito  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  ibould  be  done.  The  retult  probably 
might  be,  that  the  character  of  tha  won  might 
be  uicb  as  to  render  it  of  no  value.  The  ax- 
penae,  onder  iuch  e  aytlem,  would  probably  be 
double  noder  Itae  plan  propoied  by  hlmielf. 

Mr>  D.  wai  ako  opposed  to  the  other  part  of 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman,  which  proTidad 
fi>rtbe  appointment  of  commiMionen,  in  rela- 
tion to  pleadingi,  &c.  He  thought  that  the 
ConTenlion  ought  to  pauM  before  giTing  such 
powers  to  any  commiMionen.  Uoder  the  power 
thm  given,  the  cammiwonen  might  BboJiib  ipe- 
cial  pleading  altogether.  The  gentlemaa  had 
gtated  that  be  bad  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  D.  bid  no  doubt  a>  to  the  gentleman's  iO' 
tention.    But  the  language  of  the    amendment 
WIS  unlimited,  and  gave  uie  power  to  the  corn- 
to  do  ai  they  pleated.  Great  expense 


waa  a*  follows: 

Msiwi.aiapman,PieaM«Bt,  Hoi^ 
M,  Dent,  Bieaud,  Lea,  Weama,  Bo- 
,  Welch,  Ltoyd,  Diekhaen.  Sbep- 
tot,  John  Dannia,  Jmaa  V.  Den- 
s,  Bodsoo,  Phelps.  MeCulkinrii, 
uhldn.  Bowling  Gaorn,  Wri^t, 
sem,  Jacobs, '( bomas,  Bbiiver,  fii- 
8teid)enr,oii,  McRanry,  Magraw, 
•t.  Th.iwley,  Stewattjof  Caroline, 
t  bf  Baltimore  city,  Ware,  Schley. 
Hattrine,  Kilgour.Bi 


'eber,  HoUyday,  Fitxpatiick,  Smith, 

-    key  end  Bn 

t.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Dor- 


Bbower,  Cockey  end  Brown—SS. 


rikaan,  Ooldiborougb,  Tuck,  Bpdsg 
god  branch  of  the  anendmant  wu 


ort  (he  same  to  the  L^slatuie  for 


),  Uoyd,  Dickinson.  Sherwood,  of 
a  Dennis,  James  U.  Dennis,  Wjl- 
•OB,  Ooldsborough,  Phelps.  HcCul- 
ir,  Tuck,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Bon- 
I,  Wright,  DIriclcson,  Hearn,  Jacobs, 
titer,  Bi>er,Ann>n,8tephenioii.  Mr- 
raw,  Nehon, Carter,  Thawley,  Steu- 
toe,  Gwtnn,  Brent,  of  Baltimoce  cil  v. 
ley,  Fiery,  Neill,   Harbine,   Da»i.. 

■lata,  Anderson,   Weber,   Holljasy,    ,  ,  _  . 

Smith,  Parke,  Ege,  Shower, Coekey    would  also  be  incurred,  without  the  etlamment 


IT  commensurate  object 

Hi.  O.  then  briefly  explAfaied  ttw  chaiaete  «\ 
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his  own  amendment,  and  the  claims  to  prefer-  pleading  and  rnlai  of  pnoUet  laihBmmfgdm' 

enoe  which,  in  his  judgment,  it  ponessed.  cord  of  the  State,  an  object  of  whlah  I  U^^ 

Mr.  Buchanan  concurred  in  part,  he  said,  in  approTC,  it  will  add  Tory  littla  to  the  labona 

the  opinion  eipressed  by  his  friend  from  Anne  that  commissioner,  to  prepare  a  MCofmmplittA 

Arandel,  (Mr.  Dorsey.)    He,  (Mr.  B.,)  thought  abridged  forms  of  con?eyancinf,  whieh,  whM 

that  the  proposition  to  appoint  one  or  more  com-  once  recognized  in  a  formal  maniMr^  will  IflB^ 

miasioners,  was  too  indefinite  and  might  lead  to  diately  obtain  general  use. 

difficulty.    But  he  did  not  conciur  in  the  propoai-  Mr.  D.  then  mo?ed  to  insert  after  At  Mri 

tioo  of  the  gentleman  to  appoint  only  two  com-  **State,''  in  the  fourth  line,  the  foUowingi 

missioners,  no  matter  bow   distinguished  they  •> And  also  to  simplify  and  abridge  tteflacM  of 

might  be.    It  would  Ihj  safer.  (Mr.  B.  thought,)  confcyancing.  now  in  use  in  this  &te.>* 

looking  to  the  grand  dirisions  of  the  State—the  _.  '        ^.      _     .  .           j  *i^           *  -  ' 

local  ]?gislaUon  of  the  State,  and  thelegtl  ability  ThequMUon  was  taken  and  the  tiinMn 

of  the  State,  that  three  should  be  appointed.   At  ^*«^  ^'         -  «-    ^      u-j  i^  .^.-iL. 

all  CTenU,  he  thought  the  number  shouW  be  de-  .Mr.  CHAiiaEat^f  Kent,  asM  »  "SS!! 

H-jf^       »             o-  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  Washington,  [Mr.  Bcbii|J 

u'     r      J.   4w     ^     ri        •            .    .K.  to  the  language  of  hU  amendment    Wis  Hat 

He  referred  to  the  code  of  Louisiana,  as  to  the  ^^^^  of  the  gentleman  to  reTise  and  eediQr  •• 

accuracy  of  which  some  doubtshad  been  expre^  ^.^^  fellas  the  public  kwa  ? 

8ed,and  tpoke  of  it  as  a  highly  valuable  and  *^j^^^  Schley.    It  is  not. 

accurate  producUon.  Mr.  CHAMBaas  did  not  intmid.ba  nM, «oi 


Nor  oould  he  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  any  motion  himself.    He  merely  ealM  Iks  is^ 

Anne  Arundel,  in  the  apprehension  he  had  0x7  tice  of  the  gentleman  to  the  words  of  IbatMi^ 

pressed,  as  to  the  other  portion  of  the  amend-  ment,  which  were  *'whose  duty  it  shall  be  Hit* 

moot  of  the  gentleman  from  Washinf^ton,  [Mr.  yise  and  codi&  the  statutes  of  tbb  State.** 
Schley,]  that,  in  the  Urge  discratioo  given  to  the       Mr.  Scblbt,  [acquiescing  in  tha  si 

commissioners,  the  system  of  special  pleading  Mr.  Chambers,]  moved  to  amend  bis 

would  be  broken  down.    There  was  no  danger  ^y  inserting  before  the  word  >«statii««i," 

of  that  result,  in  the  first  instance.    But  if  the  ^^^f  jj  occurred,  the  words  ••pnUie  ■wani." 

commissioners  should  think  that  a  system  could       «. . *»...^«»-.«.«  — .     -  --'  «« 

be  devised  by  which  justice  could  hi  better  ob-       ^*»«  amendment  wai  agmd  *«• 

Uined  than  by  special  pleading,  let  us  get  rid  of      Some  conversation  foOowed  io  nktmi  tow 

it.    He  hoped  that  ihe  commissioners  might  con-  propriety  of  the  words  '•pubUp  geoanl,*'iiwW 

elude  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  aet  rid  of  a  Messrs.  DoatsT,  Scblet,  Taaius  mod  Qmt 

large  portion  of  the  system,  if  not  of  tho  whole,  aaas,  of  Kent,  took  part. 

The  very  reason,  therefore,  which  induced  the       The  substitute  amendment  of  Mr.  ItesM|Mi 

gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  to  go  against  that  then  again  read,  as  folWwa: 

portion  of  the  amendment,  wouM  induce  him,       ^Secfum  16.  The  style  of  all  laws  dhd  Ue 

(Mr.  B^)  to  go  against  it.  ''Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  AMomblytflto' 

Mr.  Took  moved  to  amend  the  sixteenth  sec-  ryland.''    The  Legislatura  of  MaryfauidC  daltt 

tion,  as  amended ,  by  inserUng  in  the  second  line,  it.  next  session,  if  then  practioable,  if  doI»  ai  «to 

after  the  word  "commissioners,"  the  words  "not  thereafter  as  it  can  be  done,  contract  with  Vh 

exceeding  three,"  also   by  inserting  the  same  learned  jurists  of  this  State,  distingniihsit « 

words  after  the  word  "commissioner?,"  in  tlie  ^ell  for  their  industry  as  profesaioMJ  abiliM^ti 

fourth  line.  oodify  or  digest  and  abridge  the  pabUsMlrf 

The  question  was  Uken  and  the  amendment  Assembly  then   in  force,  and  even  tsa  00 

was  adopted.  thereafter,  and  additional  code  or  oigsstifWii 

I    Mr.  Dent  said :  in  like  manner,  be  made  of  all  puUie  ads  if  At 

I  have  an  amendment  to  offer,  the  object  of  Legisiature,  passed  subsequently  to  thorn  •» 

which  is  to  refer  to  the  commissioners  to  be  ap-  *»??«*  »"J?'^«^i".«?  codes  or  digests,  and  oaift 

pointed  under  this  section,  the  forms  of  con-  ?»  Assembly  shall  mclode  in  ita  enactawtt, jg; 

veyancinK  now  in  use  in  this  Stale,  that  they  also  jecU  unconnected  with  each  other,  and  fePjII 

may  be  simplified  and  abridged.    Ithasbeensug-  fi* '"^y*?^, '°/ ?»Vr"^  »"V.i   ^^^ 

gested  to  me.  that  this  matter  is  otherwise  pro-  *»oni  •»t\*»«  *»^«  of  every  bill  shall  indieti»"J 

videdfop.butlam  not  aware  of  any  provision  nature  of  its  enactments,  and  no  Uw  or  awij 

for  this  object,  more  than  exists  in  the  Legisia-  ^^^   thereof,     shall    be    cont»n«»d,     wjWfc 

tureby  noo-prohlbition.    The  Legislature  also  amended  or  repealed  by  reference  to  itottH* 

has  ihe  same  power,  with  regard  to  forms  of  ly,  or  the  number  of  the  section." 
pleadings,  rules  of  practice,  &c.,  in  the  courts  of       Mr.  BaowN  said,  it  was  his  inteDtioQ  ^J^    ,, 

record.    The  power  of  the  l^egifilature,  in  these  against  the  substitutes  of  the  gePthSMS  Wg    u 

matters,  is  not  questioned.    But  the  object  of  the  Queen  Anne^  [Mr.  Spencer,]  and  the  t^itiMi^    ^' 

section  proposc<l.  is  to  place  the  Legislature  un-  from  Anne  Aitindel.  [Mr.  Dorsey,]  wm  tfcjw 

der  constitutional  obligations,  to  perform  the  du-  tention  of  voting  for  the  substitute  of  tbeyiJ*' 

ties  specified    in   the  section.     I    consider   the  man  (rom  the  city  of  Baltimore,  (AAr.  Qns^ 
abridgement  and  simplification  of  conveyancing.       Mr.  Scblet  took  two  objecUooa  to  the  SiS^ 

very  important  and  necessary  for  general  convc  tute  of  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundsii  flv* 

nience;  and  as  it  has  been  determined  to  appoint  Dorsey,]  firat,  that  it  proposed  etifccr  a  CSHN' 

a  commission  to  simplify  and  abridge  the  forms  of  tion  or  a  digest,  (i.  e.  abridgement. ) 


; 
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mtT  uhI,  his  amenitment  left  it  ilis* 

f  with   the   liegiKlatun*,  to  contract 

one  or  the  other,  as  tney  roijcht  think 

He,  [Mr.  D.,]  hid  no  doubt  what  their 

Nildbe. 

RUCT  said,  what  wan  wanted,  was  a 

«. 

xmd  objection  to  the  sub^itute  of  the 

B  fmm  Anne  Arundel,  wan  that  it  omit- 

rofision  iu  relation  to  pleadings,  d^c. 

AMBERS,  of  Kent,  desired,  he  ^aid,  to  see 
position  adopted  which  might  lead  to  a 
Ml  of  the  laws  of  the  Sute,  uiider  the 
if  tlie  Legiidature.  He  had  no  prefer- 
to  its  paternity;  nor  had  he  reganled 
on  of  00  much  importance  8»  Mjmegen- 
d.  He  had  not  risen  tu  make  an  argu- 
I  onlj  a  suggestion.  It  wa-t  easier  to 
«rt  of  the  la  w:!^,  than  the  whole  oftlifni. 
ire  likely  that  an  uarly  reHull  would  be 
»7  confining  the  co<ic,  in  the  first  place, 

general  laws.  If  the  cumin isKsiunen* 
compli>h  that  portion  v\'  the  work,  the 
re  would  very  probably  make  pioviaion 
ing  the  public  local  laws.  And  he  iiug- 
iitt  Convention  the  propriety  of  deciding 
tion.    With  a  view  to  brhig  it  distinct- 

the  Convention,  he  would  move  un 

Dt 

lendment  was  not  now  in  order, 
cation  then  recurred  upon  the  bubslitiUe 
by  Mr.  SrEKccn. 

CHAWAv,  stated  to  tlie  Convention  that 
ircER  had  informed  him  that  he  had 
lelled  to  leave  the  city  on  preshing  bu»i- 
dcsired  him  to  aak  tlie  Convention  to 
the  sixteenth  section  informally,  until 
be  preaent. 

Bation  waii  tlien  taken  on  the  substitute 
*BMCBii,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 

labstitute  wat  rejected. 

Mstion  then  recurred  on  the  substitute 

SftSET. 

lAMBEES,  of  Kent,  offered  the  amend- 
had  indicated,  but,  on  a  suggestion  by 
IAS,  and  after  some  conversation,  with- 

BStioD,  therefore,  again  recurred  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Dorset. 
EWART,  of  Caroline,  called  for  a  divis- 
ikiog  out  the  section,  which  was  order- 

iRSKT  asked  the  yeas  stid  nay*),  which 
ired  and,  being  taken,  were  as  folloH-s  : 
<tM— Messrs  Chapman,  PrcsH.,  Mor- 
ikistooe,  Ricaud,  l^c.  Chambers  of 
ney,  WelU,  Sellman,  Weenn,  Merrick, 
,  Goldsboiough,  Fhelns,  Tuck,  Sprigv, 
1,  Heam,  Jacob-i,  McHenry,  Gwinn, 
avb,  Kilgour,  Waters,  Anderson,  and 

ID. 

a— Messrs.  Dent,  Uuclianun,  Roll, 
iloyd,  Diekinion,  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
nis,  Jamen  U.  Dennis.  Hodson,  Miller, 
Wright,  Dirickson,  Thomas,  Sliriver, 
jI"  Ciirolinc,  Brr/;f  of  Balthnnrc  cit\, 
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Schley.  Fiery,  Harbine,  Brewer,  Web«r,  HoUjf- 
day,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Harke,  Egc,  and  Show- 
er—36. 
So  the  Convention  refused  to  strike  out. 
Mr.  Gwinn  then  offered  the  substitute  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  gs  follotva : 

*'A1I  laws  shall  he  pa^ied  by  original  bill,  and 
I  every  law  enacted   by  the  Legislature,  shall  em- 
brace but  one  subject — and  that  shall  be  de^crib- 
■  ed  in  the  title, — and  no  law  or  aection  of  law, 
:  shall  be  revived,  amended,  or  repealed,  by  refer- 
ence  to  its  title  or  sectran  only,  and  it  shall  lie 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  at  the  first  session 
.  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitutbn,  to  appoint 
I  two  comniiasioiiers,  learned  in  the  law,  to  revise 
-  and  codify  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  the  said 
>  commissioners  shall  report  the  said  code  so  form- 
I  ed  to  the   Legislature,  within  a  time  to  lie  by  it 
'  determined,  for  its  approval,  anif-ndnient  or  re- 
jjcction,  and  if  adopted  after  the  levision  and 
j  r.odificatioo  of  the  said  laws,  it  shall  b(^  the  duty 
I  of  the  Legislature,  in  amcmling  any  article  or 
!  section  thereof,  to  enact  the  same  as  the  said  ar- 
!  tide  or  section  would  read,  when  anieiided;  and 
,  whenever  the  Legislature  shall  enact  any  public 
•  general  law,  not  ameiidatorv  of  affy  section  or 
article  in  the  said  code,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Legislature  to  enact  the  same  in  articles  and 
sections,  in  the  same  inanner  as  the  said  code  may 
be  arranged;  and  to  provide  for  the  publication 
of  all  additions  and  alterations  which  may  be 
made   to  the  said  code;  and  it  shall  also  be  tho 
duty  of  the  J^trislature  to  appoint  one  or  more 
commissioners,  learned  in  the  law,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  revise,  simplify  and  abridge  the  rules 
of  practice,  pleadings,  forms  snd  proceedings  of 
the  courts  of  record  in  this  State.** 
The  substitute  ha  vine  been  read, 
Mr  GwiNN  made  nomc  remarks  (which  will 
be  found  embodied  in  a  report  of  some  oiher  re- 
marks at  a  later  period  of  the  day.) 

Mr.  TiioMAi  expressed  hHho|ic  that  no  motion 
would  be  made  to  divide  the  qiiestion.  The  ei'- 
fuctof  a  division  would  be  that  the  quo>tion  would 
first  be  taken  on  striking  out,  leaving  them  at 
liberty  to  insert  any  article  hereafter,  and  the 
vote  on  that  motion,  sliould  it  prevail,  would  be 
no  indication  of  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
meriti  of  the  particular  proposition  now  offered. 
F*or  this  reason  ho  hoped  that  there  would  be  no 
division  of  the  question. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the  sub- 
stitute amendment  of  Mr.  Gwin'n. 

Mr.  DoRSEY  moved  to  amo::d  the  substitute  by 
striking  out  the  woid  '^general  '* 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 
The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  GwiNN. 

Mr.  Stepiienscv  asked  the  yeas  and  nays 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DoRiKY  called  for  a  division,  so  as  to  take 
the  question  separately  on  that  portion  of  the 
amendment  which  related  to  pleadingi>,  &jCn 

Somo  conversation  followed  on  a  point  o.*  or» 
der. 
On  a  suggestion  by  Mr.  Tuck, 
.Mr.  Dorset  w\l\uvT^vf  vVv*  c»\\  W  ^^wv^x^xv. 
Mr.  THAMBtR^,  oV*  KcwV,  i;4.\^\\ -^  ^wvi  ^  ^i'^  >^Vi 
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state  of  the  quostion,  under  the  difierent  amend-  j  cles  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  piCMOt  k- 

mcntH  which  had  been  adopted.  !  giHlation  bj  the  course  he  reeommmed.  Hi 

JVIr.  Chambers  explained,  in  detail,  the  vari- 1  thought  that  by  it  this  danger  would  be  aToiW, 

OU8  particulars  involTcd  in  the  amendment  of  the  :  of  surprise  on  the  Legislaturo,  when  the  iedki 


gentleman  from  Baltimoro,  to  rIiow  that  it  inclu- 
ded all  the  proTiiions  which  the  Convention,  by 
its  previous  votes,  hadcxpr^acd  a  willingness  to 
adopt,  except  only  a  portion  of  the  amendment 


to  be  repealed  or  amended  and  the  wboU  act  of 
incorporation,  of  which  it  was  a  part,  were  piM^ 
ed  and  laid  before  the  House,  haTing  the  <|Uii- 
tion  of  repeal  under  consideration. 


of  the  gentleman Yrom  Caroline.  He  advocated  .  Mr.  Chambrrs  thought  much  difficulty  vonU 
the  system  of  codification,  and  would  agree  to  |  grow  out  of  the  u^  of  indefinite  language.  Aa 
tlio  plan  of  simplifying  the  system  of  special  act  of  Assembly  often  has  a  variety  of  ^^otifNtf.** 
pleading,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  tlie  Con-  j  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  re-enact  a  whole  llV| 
vention.  He  suggested  various  difficulties  which  j  perhaps  a  long  one,  and  to  republish  it  becaoNt 
roust  result,  if  the  Convention  adhered  to  the  por- ;  new  law  changes  some  one  of  these  objectii  or 
tion  of  the  amendment  which  was  now  omitted,    provides  a  new  and  additional  rule  conecnuif 


He  was  aware  how  difficult  it  was  lor  gentlemen 
who  had  cast  their  votes  in  favor  of  it  yesterday. 


them.    He  instanced  cases  that  might  occur  ia 
in  regard  to  the  testamentiry  act,  which  is  alnort 


to  surrender  pre-cunceivcd  and    pre-expressed  <  a  volume  of  itself. 

opinions.    It  was  a  false  pride,  tliough  common  ;      He  did  not  perceive  how  the  propoeed  prsrea- 

tousall.    But  he  did  believe,  if  persisted  in,  =  tion  of  frauds  was  to  be  accomplished  byh,ai 

this  necessity  to  repeal  or  re-enact  every  thing  in  ■  lugeested. 

a  former  law  having  an  *' object '*  in  common  |     It,  as  has  been  said,  members  of  the  Legiilitvn 

with  the  new  law.   would  result  in  many  and  j  would  not  look  at  provisions  in  a  printed  vohuMi 

great  mischiefs.    It  would  lequire  infinite  labor  :  lying  open  before  them,  containing  the  laws  of  a 

and  a  large  share  of  legal  investigation  in  every  j  previous  session,  to  learn  the  character  of  a  biik 

casi:,  and  very  often  the  result  would  be,  that  tlie  >  charter  or  any  other  charter,  why  should  we  es- 

new  law,  by  ets  repealing  cluu.sc,  would  operate    pect  them  to  look  at  the  pages  of  another  doen* 

upon  previous  provisions  never  intonded  to  be  re-  I-  ment  ?    Nothing  but  a  blind  confidence,  which 


pealed  ;  or  if  thuru  were  no  icpealing  clause,  the 
new  law  would  not  be  pursuant  to  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  want  of  a  full  enumeration  and  re- 
enactment  of  all  the  previous  provisions  having  a 
common  object.  He  denied  that  after  the  expe- 
rience of  iu  mischiefs  in  a  few  instances,  it  would 
prevent  invompeitnt  persons  from  attempiing  to 
draft  .  ctj>  of  Assemhly.  Every  sussion  would 
bring  in  new  mcmOer-t  of  that  class;  and  the  last 


closes  the  eye  to  all  meana  of  informatioB,  ex- 
cept from  the  party  confided  in,  could  oceniMi 
such  gross  and  culpable  neglect  of  dutf .  Mi^ 
placed  confidence  under  any  system  will  eod  is 
fraud.  Even  in  this  wonderful  age  of  "propowi" 
that  great  desideratum  was  yet  to  be  atlauwd* 
"a  mode  to  prevent  the  cunning  knave  from  01C^ 
reaching  the  credulous  and  unsuspecting.** 

He  pointed  out  various  advantages  as  likely  to 
ensue  from  the  adoption  of  the  amendmeot  of 


to  perceive  \\\^  incompetency  would  be  the  incom- 
petent niembkr.     Experience  of  others  would  { the  gentleman  from  Baltimore, 
never  profit  such  a  man.     Bad  as  it  might  be  to       Mr.  GwiNNSaid: 


have  a  law  drafted  so  obprurely  as  to  make  it 
difficulty  or  even  inipo5:»ibIc  to  give  it  operation, 
it  was  worse  to  have  this  additional  mischief,  that 
useful  provisions  of  pre-existing  laws  should  be 
anmilled  when  no  one  desired  or  designed  to  re- 
peal them. 

He  illustrated  these  positions  ond  strongly 
urged  the  adoption  of  the  unicndnicnt  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Baltmiun;. 

Mr.  Thomas  made  a  brief  reply,  in  which  he 
further  illiistrated  the  iirg:umctit:«  he  had  made  on 
several  previous  oc'.;ihioi)s.     IJe enforced  the  po- 


That  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  had  so  tho* 
roujihiy  established  the  unreasonableness  sndia- 
convenicnce  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleaiv 
from  Caroline,  that  he  would  not  recur  to  ibv 
portion  of  the  argument  upon  that  head.  He 
desired,  however,  to  answer  an  illustration,  oed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Frederick.  Admit  that  s 
charter  had  been  obtained,  by  the  person  alhM 
j  to,  which  conferred,  by  way  of  supp!ement,«itn* 
ordinary  powers  upon  any  corporation.  Whsl 
did  it  prove  ?  Why,  surely,  if  the  charter  wool 
beyond  the  intentio'n  of  the  Legislature,  it  d^ 


sition  hf.  had  furriicrly  taken,  tiiut  parts  of  some    mon^trated  only  that  the  Legislature  had  beea 
laws  uiighl  not  to  he  amended  without  rendering    imposed  on,    or    that    the    committee,   which 
it  nucussary  to  rc-cmact  the   whole,   hccaur^e  all '  had  charge  of  Uiat  braiich  of  the  public  busiactfi 
other  partH  Avoiild  i.c  utl'eried  by  the  change  of  a    had  not  paid  proper  attention  to  their  work.  Ker 
part.     He  rciVrrcd  to  the  acts  granting  charters  j  did  he  see   how   the  mi:«takc  ctfrfld  ordinarily  o» 
tu  hanks  and  othur  rorporalions,  whicli  coittaincd  !  cur.     For  if  a  bill  repealed  an  act  by  its  litu,Of 
a  niimlier  of  roinliti  <n^  aiul  restrictions  occupy-  \  a  section  by  its  number,  it  was  not   likely  thtf 
ing  various  sectior.s,  utui  to  the  practice   which  '  any  committee  would  be  so  grossly  negleeual,tf 
prevailed,  of  lov>by  nicniheis  coming  here  lor  the  !  to  omit  the  examination  of  Uiat  which  they  dl| 
purpose  of  obtanung  supplementary  acts  for  the  t  signed  to  repeal,  and  if  any  thing 
purpose  of  repealing  such  sections  as  were  most  |  it  would  speak  for  itself. 
onerf)u^,  and  said   that  our  statute  books  were  j      If  the  whole  law  were  to  be  re-enaeted. 
swelled  out  by  these  numerous  supplements  pas-    errors  would  occur.    By  a  supplement,  tha  Oi^ 
scd  by  Legislaturi-s  that  did  not  see  their  effect. '  mischief  done,  was  what  its  terms  accompliw* 
ilr.  wislied  to  avoid  this  inconvenient  multipliea-  :  Hut  if  the  theory  of  the  gentleman  was  true,ili 
tiffii  of  )awf!.    He  could  not  see  that  any  obsta-  >  whatever  was  omitted  was  repealed — infi^lj 
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[rnter  ritks  would  be  encoui<tcred.  If  a  com- 
DHtae,  or  the  legblature,  were  likely  to  fall  into 
nor.  from  igoorance  of  the  prior  lBW,how  much 
lore  likely  would  they  be  to  commit  mistakes, 
Imb  the  whole  exiitence  of  the  prior  law  would 
spend  upoo  their  knowledge  of  it,  or  sufficipiit 
i-eDActment  of  its  terms  when  it  was  discovered? 
He  would  take  the  case  of  another  corpora- 
oa,  since  the  gentleman  from  Frederick  had 
laded  to  the  mischief,  which  supplcmciiU  to  a 
larter  might  affect  The  laws  relating  to  the 
ilUmore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company,  fill  a 
NMidcreble  volume.  They  affect  every  portion 
*the  eeonomy  and  management  of  that  road. 
Kow,  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  a 

.S^f  1^...    ,^f  — J I! i  • 


of  claims— the  regulation  of  accounts — might  all 
be  disordered,  and  the  moi«t  serious  and  irremedi- 
able ombarrahismeniH  invulvc  the  whole  system. 
The  only  escape  would  be  the  i-e-enactment  of 
the  whole  law — :i  lubor  utterly  iisclos  in  itself. 
Public  convenience  is  readily  t;rntilif'd  by  digests, 
which  derive  their  uiitburity  fioiii  the  character 
of  the  compiler.  The  plan  oQered  by  himself 
ensured  the  r.ertuinty  uf  the  law.  lie  uiidei'stood 
that  this  rc-cnactniLMit  was  only  intended  asS  a 
public  convcni<'ncc.  Jiut  since  tiie  whole  system 
would  be  codified — why.  by  re-onactment  make 
a  partial  di};ei»t,  when  the  re-enactment  iUelf 
ivould  be  di;;psto.l  ill  tlic  formation  of  a  code.' 
Tlic  code   would  be  uiuiic  in  some  three  ur  four 


'ieflawof  some  dozen  lines  was  passed,  prescri- !  years — :ind  the  old  •b)>ic.m  or  le|;islation  would 
ng  the  time  of  the  annual  selection  of  the  di- !  $i.tv<>.  till  then  The  inconvenience  had  been 
cton  of  thu  company.  It  was  a  supplement  i  endured  for  nearly  tw<t  ceiitTiries,  and  it  could 
I  the  act  of  1826.  which  incorporated  the  com-  \  surely  he  borne  with  for  lour  years  longer  at 
my.     Who  here  can   say,  what  parts  of  the    most. 


The  object i<m  to  the  :r.nendmcnt  of  the  ccnt'.e- 
man  Imm  \Va>hinKto;i,  (.Mr.  Selilcy,)  waHtliut  it 
did  not  provide,  for  a  ro(!i.:raiion  of  laws  passed, 
ufier  lii«  podciif  exihliiij;  !.i'.vs  v/as  framed      It 


d  act  this  disturbed,  so  as  to  require  a  rcpubli- 
ition? 
It  might  incidentally  alter  the  whole  relation 

rtbe  company  to  the  State— its  la i-Rcst  stock- ^ «^_...^  -.. 

ilder— or  it  might,  as  wa^  probable  the  case,  be  .  iHrenu"!  thTit  thereThDNMbc,  cvt-rv  ten  vears, 
measure  of  mere  inconvenience  only.  a  public:\ii..n  a:.d  pim.iuUation  of  the  stiiute. 

Yet  this  proposition  would  hare  cnt.^ilcU  upr.n  !  jji„^  of  th*:  S\\\\*\  whie»i  wi-re  then  in  force.  Hut 
e  projector  of  this  law,  a  laborious  and  diflicuU  if  there  wu',  t*  i)-  ;i  ri.U-,  ht.  could  not  bee  nhv 
laljrsisof  the  very  numerous  acts  of  Assembly,  ;  sui>*en«icnt  l:iv.H  sho::l«l  !-ot  b;j  codified  bv  tlic 
ilaUog  to  that  Company,  in  order  that  all  por-  "  [legislature  wli:{l)  jii-rd  thctn. 

Ti^^t^  ''''^\  **  *L"?k"-*^  '^'^ ■"'  "";,-''*  '  >'o  commissioners  would  understand  their 
L^lS^/J/t«°^l";„.l  f'"  "™f  r •  A '7  i  nicani,  -  belter,  and  it  wa.s  certainly  running  a 
^«A  o,^"^  '"!!.*  ^'TR."^7^  ^nd,|„,^,^  circuit  lor  ono  Le -Hhlure  to  enac?  a 
l^:iT::^Z':^'r::^±lfJ^^^^^^^  '  la..v-another  to  appoua  men  to  codify  it-aiul  a 

cod itied— when  the  nnit 

ode  itself,  by  Icgii- 

pursuin^  the  usi^l 

.^  ^1 J 1  •»_"_-     •»        11  •     /•     -^       f  .     t    .  •  i'»riii">  oi  ix  ;^ciit'iai  .iwi.     a  iiu  oiio  plan  was  as 

Sil.lffi\l  j;;'*^^^^  '*'^''''  '^'^'  ■  convenient%s  the  other,  and  more  f.kely  to  lead 

**»o»f  chartered  privileges  should  be  re-enact-    j^  ^  ^„„^.,.^  „,„,.  ,,i,,,,^,,    of  the  law,  and  to  iu 

U    He  could  conceive  hothmg  more  cumbrous.    ,^..„«,,.:^^i  .,„,,v  ,»• 

an  such  legislation.    The  laws  of  one  session  I  *•-'  '""^"^^'.  «""\* "•  .  .       /         . ,   ^     . , 

Mild  be  the  same  of  almost  all  that  had  cone  ^  In^ofTerinp  his  proposition,  he  could  frankly 
fon.  with  the  lucubratioas  of  the  year  added. :  "•'»}■»  ^^^^  ^«  **"'  '^  to  achieve  a  union  ol  confliet- 
In  more  serious  matters  the  case  would  he  ' '"K<'P»"»""'^» '**"'**"•  "^"  freely  acccppted  every 
»*e.  Take  the  testamentary  law-,  it  began  in  i  suggeblion  which  did  not  interfere  with  tlic  main 
e  last  century,  and  its  supplements  arc  very  I  P^^"* 

imerous.    Many  of  its  sections  contain  pro  vi- 1      Mr.  Thomas  ha  id  a  few  "words  in  reply,  in 
mt,  explicable  to  different  classes  of  objeets.  ,  wliich  he  .-aid  he  would  not  publish  the  whole 
la  thread  of  connection  is  diflficult  to  trace,    statute,  but  merely  the  sections  in  it  which  were 
ippose  Uiat  a  new  inconvenience  were  to  occur  !  to  be  amended, 
aa  a  member  of  the  legislature,  he  was  satis-  i      »•     n„^.,  .^; .. 
d  by  his  own  experience,  assisted  by  tlia  judg-  ■      ^^^'  ^*^^^  ^*°' 

BMt  of  abler  counsel,  that  this  inconvenience*  He  would  move  an  amendment  to  the  siibsti- 
uld  be  remedied,  he  would  not  have  heiitated,  ^"^^  ottered  by  the  gentleman  f.om  IJaltimoi-o 
der  direction  Hd  advice,  to  introduce  such  an  *^'*y»  ^^^^'  ^«^>nn.)  t-'c  same  amendment,  which 
iandment.  But  if  the  proposition  of  the  gen-  "PO"  i"'*'  (-^^r.  D.s.)  motion.  ha<i  been  engrafted 
flUQ  iiom  Caroline,  carries,  who  would  .  "P*'"  ^'»®  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Band  such  a  law?  The  risk  would  be  too  ■  ^^'"^*>»»S^«"  H**,  (Mr.  D.,)  preferred  it  should 
eat.  *  !  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  substitute.    There  was 

If  all  the  prorisions  properly  beloii'^ing  to  the  ■  ^°i^  doubt  which  of  these  amendments  would  be 
aandBent  were  not  re-enacted,  they  would  be  '  adtfpted;  he,  therefore,  wished  to  see  his  amenri- 
nuidered  as  repeated.  But  to  re-enact  them  ""C"'  incorporated  upon  both  propositions.  Ho 
^demand  a  patient  analvsi^ofsections,which  •  ^^^  ^^^re  there  would  be  no  opposition. 
«j  lew  men  were  capable  of  performing;  and  ■  Mr.  Gwinn  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mt. 
tiifthia  were  not  done,  the  tenure  of  property — j  Dewr,  as  a  modification  of  his  own  ^royoA- 
a  most  solemn  formalitieii  of  the  testamentary,  tion. 
Item — the  course  of  distribution— the  probate       The  ipicbUou  lYieu  t^»:\xic^'V  q\\  VX^^  \\\^\tNsA 
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Amendment  of  Mr.  Gwinn,  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

jf^lrmolioe— Messrs.  Chapman,  President, Moi^ 
gan.  Blakistone,  Dent,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Chambers, 
of  Kent,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Sellman,  Wcems.  Mer- 
rick, James  U.  Dennis, Williams,  Hodson,  Golds- 
borough,  Phelps,  Tuck,  Sprigg.  McCubbin, 
Heam,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  Nelson,  Owinn, 
Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  Ware,  Fiery,  Harbine, 
DaTia,  Kilgour,  Waters,  Anderson,  Hollyday, 
Cockey  and  Brown — 36. 

Mgative—-  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Bell,  Lloyd, 
Dickinson,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  John  Dennis, 
Miller,  Bowling,  George,  Wright,  Dirickson, 
Thomas,  Shriver,  Biser,  Annan,  Magraw,  Car- 
ter, Thawley,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Schley ,Neill, 
Brewer,  Weber,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Parke,  Ege, 
and  Shower — 98. 

So  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Owinn  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  section  as  thus  amended. 

Mr.  Tuck  moTedan  amendment. 

After  some  explanatory  conversation  on  the 
part  of  Messrs.  Tuck,  Gwinn  and  Chambcks,  of 
Kent, 

Mr.  Chambbrs,  of  Kent,  suggested  that  the  ob- 
ject aTowed  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Prince  George's,  (Mr.  Tuck,)  was  accom- 

Slished  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
taltimore  city,  (Mr.  Gwinn  )  We  might  not  all 
•ee  through  the  same  spectacles,  but  be  thought 
that  when  the  Conyentioo  met  on  Monday,  in  a 
calmer  mood,  the  fact  would  be  seen  to  be  such 
as  he  had  stated. 

Therefore  he  mo? ed  to  adjourn. 

The  Convention  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Tuck  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  point  of  order 
between  Mr.  BasNT,  of  Baltimore  city,  and  the 

PaESlDEKT. 

Mr.  Gwinn  moved  to  am^nd  the  amendment, 
by  inserting  the  following  words,  to  precede  the 
eaid  section: 

"The  style  of  all  laws  of  this  State,  shall  he: 
'Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Ma- 
ryland,* and. '^ 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  section,  as  amend^,  was  then  adopted. 

And  the  Convention  adjourned  until  Monday 
«t  12  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  February  24,  1851. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  Friday  last,  the  Con- 
vention met  this  day  at  12  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  GRirriyi. 

The  roll  of  the  members  was  called,  ana  a 
quorum  being  present,  the  journal  of  Friday  last 
wa<«  read  and  approved. 

The  PnEkiDBNT  laid  before  the  Convention  the 
following  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of 


Tkrasurv,  JhinmyolU,  Feb.  22iid,  1851. 

Sir  .—In  compliance  with  the  ordei  «f  the  Cob- 
vention  of  the  gist  inst ,  •«  requMttng  ^^  Tiw- 
surer  to  report  to  them  the  amoont  of  money  ei- 
pended  in  the  purchase  of  Lota  and  tiM  erectioB 
of  Warehouses  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  for  tki 
Inspection  of  Tobacco,  and  also  to  report  faittor 
whether  the  purchase  of  Lots,  the  crectkNi  rf 
Warehouses  and  the  expenses  of  Inspeetioo  m 
now,  or  have  been  at  any  time  hiretofore  a 
charge  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  State.** 

The  Treasurer  reporU  that  the  amoant  of  ex- 
pense incurred  in  the  purchase  of  Lots  and  Wiw- 
houses,  and  in  the  erection  of  Warehoutes,  faim- 
ding  payments  on  account  of  Interect  on  tti 
several  loans  which  have  been  negotiated  for 
them,  ore  : 

For  Insurances  and  other  incidental  entt- 
ses,  iTaWM  0 

Of  which  has  been  paid,  559,304  7f 

Leaving  due  a  balance  of  f  1(>3«689  17 

He  further  states,  that  none  of  the  «<P**''> 
either  oo  account  of  the  purchase  of  LrfHii  Im 
erection  of  Warehouses,  or  of  Inspeetioo  an  DOV> 
or  have  at  any  time  heretofore,  been  a  eharpca 
the  Treasury  of  the  State. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8erv*t, 

D.  Claude,  Treasiier. 
Hon.  Jno.  G.  Cbapuan,  Pres't  of  Cod. 
Which  was  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Donaldson, 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  inspections. 

aULBS  OP  THE  CONVKNTIOV. 

Mr.  RiCAUD  called  up  the  report  1><I**"^ 
made  by  him  as  Chairman  of  the  select         " 
tee  (>n  the  niles. 

And  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the 
ation  thereof. 

The  report  was  adopted,  without  debate  «r 
amendment,  precisely  in  the  form  in  wbieb  ^  vai 
reported,  fas  publicbed  in  Friday^  prooeediaf^) 

On  motion  uf  Mr.  Brown,  the  Conventk«  ^ 
sed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

TUB  LEGISLATIVE    DEPARTMENT* 

The  Convention  returned  the  conaideratioB  of 
the  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  report 
heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  ooS" 
mittee  on  the  legislative  department  of  the  pf' 
ernment 

The  eighteenth  section  of  the  said  rejiortboiDC 
under  consideration  in  the  words  foUowing : 

''  Section  18.  I^o  bill  shall  b^ome  a  iaw  m- 
less  passed  in  each  House  by  a  majori^  of  Ibi 
whole  number  of  members  elected,  and  oa  lb* 
question  of  its  final  passage,  the  ayea  and  ist* 
sbaX  be  recorded.'* 

Mr.  Phelps  moved  to  strike  out  said  IStka^' 
tion,  and  substitute  in  lieu  of  it  the  foltowing. 

Section  IBih.  **  No  bill  shall  become  a  law  m* 
less  it  rooeive  the  concurrent  vole  of  a  mi^fiBtS 
of  the  members  nresent  in  both  Houses.** 

Mr.  P.  briefly  explained  the  ot^ject  of  ■> 
ameudment.     Ue  desired  to  make  Iho  MdiM 
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sonform  lo  the  twelfth  and  fourteenth  s«clioiu  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Wbbsm  said  he  had  intended  to  offer  a  sub- 
kUtate  for  the  eighteenth  seotion,  which  he  would 
BOW  read. 

Mr.  W.  read  hiapropoied  amendment;  bat 

Bir.  DovALDflON  having  suggested  that  the  sub- 
rtitttte  was  properly  an  amendment  to  the  twen 
tj-firat  and  not  to  Uie  eighteenth  section, 

Mr.  Wbbms  withdrew  his  substitute  for  the 
preacnt. 

The  question  then  lecurred  on  tlie  amendment 
of  Mr.  Phblps. 

Mr.  DoMALOSoK  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
had  thought,  ui  looking  over  the  report  of  the 
legialatlTe  committee,  that  if  any  of  its  sections 
net  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  Conven- 
tion, this  certainly  would.  To  his  judgment  it 
waa  the  most  valuable  provision  in  tfie  whole  re- 
port. 

There  was  in  fact  no  inconsistency  between 
this  section  and  the  other  sections  to  which  tlie 
gentleman  from  Dorchester,  (Mr.  Phelps,)  had 
referred.  Dy  the  I2th  section,  a  majority  of 
each  House  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  busineiu;  it  is  on  the  single  ques- 
tion of  the  final  passat;e  of  the  bill  that  this  18th 
section  requires  the  aiTirmative  vote  of  a  majori- 
ty of  all  the  members  elected;  all  antecedent 
questions  may  he  decided  by  a  majority  of  a  quo- 
rum. By  the  14th  section  the  yeas  and  nays  must 
be  recorded  on  any  question,  on  the  demand  of 
five  members;  by  the  section  under  ronsidcration. 
the  yeas  and  nays  must  \m  recorded  on  the  final 
paasage  of  a  bill,  whether  demanded  or  not. 

He  believed  that  no  one  who  had  had  any  expe- 
rleiiee  in  our  State  I^ginlature,  could  fail  to  have 
obserred  the  great  evils  which  had  arisen  from  the 
want  of  such  provision.  Hundreds  of  laws  were 
puaed  by  the  mere  silent  assent  of  the  great  body 
of  legislators,  often  passed  by  their  titles,  and  of 
their  contents  most  of  thone  who  |)erniitted  them 
to  peas  were  utterly  ignorant.  Their  first  knowl- 
edge of  them  was  derived  from  the  printed  voU 
mne  of  the  statutcf.;  and  no  votes  having  been 
recorded,  every  member  was  enabled  to  escape 
from  responsibility  for  the  injurious  results  of 
sueh  legislation.  The  evil  would  be  cured  by 
this  provision.  Under  the  present  system,  al^, 
members  frequently  absented  themselvps  for  the 
▼err  purpose  of  ensuring  suf^cess  to  meaiiures, 
which  tMy  dared  not  vote  in  favor  of;  and  this 
was  an  important  part  of  most  of  the  log  rolling, 
which  had  Inflicted  ^o  much  injury  on  our  own, 
as  well  as  other  States.  He  knew  one  cnse, 
where,  by  such  manasement,  a  most  injurious, 
ind  most  unpopular  change  was  made  in  the 
Constitution  of  our  State,  by  thirty-live  votes  of 
the  House  of  Delegates,  little  more  than  one-third 
of  the  number  elected,  confirming  the  act  of  a 
previoua  session.  Adopt  this  18lh  section  and 
anch  absenteeism,  whether  fraudulent  or  not, 
could  work  no  duch  evil  effect;  indeed,  absentee- 
iam.  which  was  one  of  the  curses  of  our  Mary- 
land Legislatures,  would  itself  be  cured,  for  the 
preaence  of  members  would  be  absolutely  neces- 
aarr  to  carry  through  effectually  the  busmesa  of 
lai^htioD.    It  would  alao  act  as  an  admirable 


check  upon  hasty  and  cxce^ve  legiNlatiun',  of 
which  we  had  heard  so  much  well-founded  com- 
plaint. He  hoped  tliere  was  no  do|^bt  of  its  adop- 
tion. 

Mr.  SpiNcsa  said,  if  he  thought  that  the  other 
provisions,  which,  he*took  it  for  granted,  were  to 
be  inserted  In  the  Constitution,  would  not  be 
placed  there,  he  should  attach  more  weight  to 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Ar- 
undel, (Mr.  Donaldson,)  than  under  present 
circumstances  he  could  attach  to  them.  He 
(Mr.  S.)  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Convention  to  incorporate  in  the 
Constitution  provisions  by  which  appropriations 
of  the  public  money,  and  pledges  of  the  public 
credit,  lor  works  of  internal  improvement,  would 
be  arrested.  If  so,  the  direct  effect  would  be  to 
arrest  the  system  of  combination  and  log-rolling 
OB  which  thefgentleman  had  based  his  argument, 
that  the  vote  of  a  majdrity  of  the  whole  body 
ought  to  be  icquinMl.  I lo  (Mr.  S.)  thought  that 
great  inconvcniencies  would  result  from  the 
adoption  or  the  section  as  it  stood  in  the  report. 
The  proposition  of  the  gpntlenian  from  Dorches- 
ter, (Mr.  Fhelps,)  seemed  to  him  :i  wise  and  salu- 
tary provision,  and  lie  (Mr.  S.)  should  vote  for 
it. 

Mr  BaowN  said,  he  did  not  like  the  language 
of  the  section  as  it  stood,  and  that  he  felt  dispo- 
posed  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  tlie  gentle- 
man from  I>orchcstcr,  (Mr.  Phelps.)  Gentle- 
men were  to  bear  in  mind  that  combinations 
were  made  agmnxt  the  passage  of  bills,  as  well 
as  in  favor  of  their  passage;  and  though  the  sec- 
tion as  it  stood  in  the  report  might  prevent  some 
bad  legislation.  }et,  as  a  whole,  he  thought  it 
would  do  more  harm  than  it  would  do  good.  As 
at  present  advised,  he  should  prefer  to  lake  the 
language  of  the  old  Constitution.  If  he  should 
find  that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  opinion,  he  should 
change  his  vote  accordingly. 

Mr.  Jenifer  thought  that  if  tliore  was  one 
HJngle  section,  in  the  whole  bill  under  consider- 
ation, which,  more  than  another,  was  wholesome, 
salutary,  and  conservative,  it  was  this;  and  he 
thought  that  if  the  section  should  he  stiuck  out, 
and  nothing  of  an  equivalent  character  he  insert- 
ed, the  legislation  .of  the  State  would  bo  worse 
hereafter  than  it  had  been  heretofore. 

Mr.  l>0NAi.DS0N  replic<l  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr.  spencer.) 
and  stated,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  confine  his 
objections  to  the  single  class  of  bills,  to  which 
that  gentleman  referred.  Our  dearest  rights  and 
interests,  and  the  welfare  of  ihe  whole  commu- 
nity, were  involved  in  u  great  many  other  laws 
passed,  or  which  mi}xht  be  passed  by  the  legisla- 
ture. The  bill  to  which  he  himself  had  before 
referred,  a^  having  passed  by  the  votes  of  little 
more  than  a  third  of  the  meuilicrs  elected  to  the 
House  of  Delegates,  was  the  incorporation  of  a 
lottery  grant  iiito  the  Constitution.  Often,  too, 
special  acts  were  paased,  wliich  produced  great 
injustice  to  persons  who  knew  nothing  of  any 
purpose  to  appiv  for  them. 

Jn  regard  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  section 
proposed,  he  aaid,  that  the  same  provjiiion  waa 
ID  the  New  YorkCoiaUV\\4o^^«AV^\a«Jix«^^x 


•  OD  ina  CTiii  o]  log-' 
.,  p«rhip%be  entirely  | 
It  be  ^really  cheeked, 
invemioo,  that   a   bill ! 


heard  o[  aoj^ifficultj 

StKta,  although  the  iDtamtT  repreieated  in  her 
legislature  wcfe  of  aucb  great  tar!et7  and  mag; - 
nitode.  Tbii  iru,  in  fact,  the  trus  uiBthod  of 
•ecufing  the  allendance  of  membera.  Rafei-tuci' 
had  been  nude  to  the  IhtuDeM  of  this  Conveniion 
in  vhleb  important  quettion*  were,  rron  day  1o 
day,  decidsd  by  mere  majoritlei  of  quorums. 
The  fact,  he  mual  lay,  mi  diiored  liable. 
But,  (he  aolion  of  the  Conrentlon  nag,  uncr 
all,  only  idiiiory.  The  peopleby their Toieiwere 
to  adopt  or  reject  what  wai  dona  here;  anil  if 
the  work  were  good,  it  would  matter  little 
whetberit  came  from  the  handaof  few  or  many. 
The  legiilature,  on  the  other  band,  made  la iv^. 
which,  of  thair  own  efficacy,  regulated  the 
righta,  viA  affected  the  intereata  of  Iha  people; 
and  tlioae  laws  ought  not  to  pau  without  (lie 
vxpreu  conMnt  of  a  majorily  of  the  peaplu'u 
reprenentativei. 

Mr.  D.  iniiated  further  on  the  eiili  of  log- 
rolline,   which  could   nnl,  --------  '-   --■ 

S'eTented,  but  which  miiht 
y  the  deeiaion  of   the  Ccnvention, 
should  relate  (o  one  object  only,  which  ahould  be 
cxprcned  in  ita  title,  a   lilow  had  hecn    uli-cady    ' 
■truck  al  thai  vicioua  ayatcm  of  legtsUtioni  bkiI 
a  atill  mora  Efleclire  hloiv  would  be  ilrtick  by  the 
adoption  of  Iba  aeclion  under  conaiileration.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  the  imendmentof  Ihngan-   . 
tieman  from  Dorche«ter  woilld  not  prevail, 

Mr.  PHELFisaid,  he  had  no  particular  objec- 
tion to  Ihn  latter  clause  of  the  section,  (thai 
which  provided  for  the  taking  of  the  yeaa  and 
nijra  on  the  final  paasage  ofbilla,)  buthe  thought 
■hat  it!  effErt  would  be  lo  retard  the  buaitian  of 
the    logialalure,  and   to  embarrasa    iti    ptoeeed- 

Aa  to  the  SBCtion  itself,  if  auch  a  provision  had 
beeii  inaarled  in  the  old  Conptilulion,  tlia  result 
to  the  State  of  Maryland,  wduld  have  been  re- 
pudiation and  insolvency.  To  aiiatatn  ihia  poai- 1 
lion  he  rererred  lo  tlie  meagre  vote  bj  which  i 
various  impoctanl  meaaurai  had  been  passed —  ^ 
the  majority  in  aome  cases  being  only  one  ortwo, ' 
not  of  iho  whole  number  elected,  but  of  the 
number  present. 

Mr.  SriMCEH  would  vote  for  the  section,  he 
said,  if  he  could  believe  for  a  moment  that  ita 
ell'eel  would  be,  lo  cause  all  bills  t^ore  the 
legislature,  to  be  moie  thoroughly  examined  and 
considered,  or  if  he  could  feel  iuilified  in  ex- 
pecting from  it  any  of  (he  beneScial  ofteration 
whicti  was  claimed  for  it.  In  tiii' Judgment,  no 
auch  result  would  follow. 

Ho  referitd  alio  to  his  own  experience  ns  sus- 
taining (he  assertion  that,  wheu  actioti  waa  ta- 
ken upon  {trsal  public  uieasure-i,  the  attendance 
in  tlio  legislature  was  always  full. 

Mr.  itiSEH  said,  ihat  if  he  had  been  called  upon 
to  select  one  provision  in  (his  bill,  bettor  calcu- 
lated than  anj  other,  to  promote  (he  public 


abaenceorauch  a  provision  hkd  bMD  the  isans 
of  awioua  evil  to  tna  kgiilation  of  tha  9taft. 

He  was  also  in  favor  of  Um  laat  ekiue  of  lb 
section — believing,  as  he  did,  (bat  it  wh  a  ai» 
ing  and  salutary  piovisioa.  Ht  baljand  tint  it 
would  obviate  muoh  raiaohiar  in  lb*  IftUatlM 
of  tha  SUta. 

Mr.  WisMi  surgeAed  that  It  wu  Inthe  pmni 

of  any  member  oftlie  legialalure  to  call  tot  Oa 

yeas  and  nays  whicb,  iftbe  call  waa  MMUlDadl? 

■  small  number  of  membera,  moat  bo  ordend. 

tberefore,  that  tbero  « 

S;  pn  imperative  nila,  U 
1  be  taken  on  evaiy  li     . 
ilulion,  however  unhnportant  or  local  itatb- 
ject  might  be.    Such  a  rule  would  greatlj  ntRd 
the  business  of  the  legislatura. 

He  moved,  thaivfbre,  to  amend  the  soclion  by 
striking  out  the  words  "and  on  the  quetlion  of  lb 
final  paiaage,  the  ayea  and  Doe*  iball  be  ncMd- 


The  PacanifNT, 
piecedencs  of 
Mr,  BisEK. 


That  amendment  will  tab 

he  aubatitute. 

I   call   for  a  division  onatriUi{ 


Mr.  SpENcaa  said,  ha  r._   ..    

lie  for  striking  out  the  provision  which  relitri 
I  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Blieisvohe  moved  a' 


propriating  mouej  or  imposing  a 

Mr.  B.  said,  that,  in  his  judfment,  tbsM  wm 
the  only  lawa  which  absolutely  required  tbevrta 
of  a  majority  of  all  the  membera  elected,  b 
ordinary  matters  of  legislation,  ha  thou^twck 

He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Calvert,  (Ht. 
Weema,}  would  accept  the  amendment  aa  ano^ 
ifieation  of  his  own  propoaition. 

•  ■  ..    The  amead- 


alls) 


tmy  VI 


I  the  section  to  which  ne  should 
have  pointed.  Caution  was  Ilia  parent  of  aafeh. 
At  home  and  abroad— tu  iMi  Hall  and  out  of  i(, 
he  wasa  m^urityman,  aud  he  Inlendod  tovoto 

j^jSinu-cfttaAitbruebot  UuHcUoa.   Tlw 


the  amendmenL 

Mr.  GwiHHtaid  he  could  not  agree  to  Totebr 
tlia  proposition  just  read  bj  the  gentleman  frM 
St.  Mary'a  (Mr.BUklstonej.  He  did  not  au^M 
that  any  member  could  be  ioBucnced  m  hia  COVIN 
by  a  call  of  (be  yeaa  and  nays  ob  a  questioa,  bat 
tha  call  poaseaaed  the  advantsge  of  placbglbi 
responsibility  where  It  ought  loresL  Then  at 
frrcBt  incDDsistency  in  saying  that  •  nuiority  of 
the  membera  la  a  quorum  competent  tolianiaet 
business,  and  yet  rei(uiring  the  yeas  and  Mfi 
only  on  the  fiuai  vole.  This  he  conaidered  as 
unjust  in  ita  operation,  A  majority  of  anunai 
majr  hive  emended  a  bill  and  put  it  in  a  anapa  k 
which  it  will  pass,  why  then  ahould  there  beta- 
quired  a  uiajmUii  of  the  whole  House  to  paa  H! 
lftherul«istobemadBapplicableatall,iiaboaU 
be  applicable  in  all  tliu  stages  of  the  bill.  No 
could  he  underatanil  whjr  membels  who  wereib- 
tent,  from  sickness  or  any  other  neceaaity,  ahoal' 
be  always  considered  an  opposed  lo  a  bill.  Ita 
tnie  secret  and  protection  of  leyialatiaa  anitba 
in  the  honor  and  conseienca  of  tba  indivktat 
nwmber.  All  quetttona  ahould,  in  hia  epinHa, 
•■-  *--- — ^-'■- laJatt^oT  tb«  fMTWM lAt 
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DSjr  be  preseDt  Abwnteeism  eannot  always  be 
mvmtad,  a*  it  (taqiiently  proceads  from  cauiaa 
layoDd  tha  rtaeh  oflagbUatife  power,  and  oueht 
ot  to  be  permitted  to  influence  the  fate  of  a 


Mr.  SriMCBE  moved  to  ameod  said  eighteenth 
■eiioQy  by  striking  out,  in  the  second  line,  the 


COnTention  would  be  willing  that  important  bills 
should  be  paued  by  so  small  a  number  without 
the  vote  bein^  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  But  the 
fourteenth  section  of  this  bill  provides  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  shall  be  ordered  on  the  call  of  five 
members  of  the  Houfte,  and  of  one  member  of  the 
Senate.    As  to  the  fact,  whether  a  majority  fof 


rMds  **wbieb  number  of,"  and  the  word  **elec-  ^  all  the  members  elected  had  voted,  the  Speaker 


Mr.  Phblps  accepted  the  amendment 
Some  ooDvenation  followed. 
Mr.  Willis  expressed  a  hope  that  the  time 
rooM  never  occur,  in  this  hall,  when  anv  bill  in- 
olving  important  public  interests,  would  be  per- 
liitMi  to  pass  without  a  call  for  the  yeas  and 
ajB.    This,  he  thought,  was  sufficiently  guarded 
gftinet,  by  the  proviaion  which  had  been  adopted 
limt  ,Uie  yeas  and  nays  slionld  be  taken  on  the 
all  €f  five  members  of  the  House,  and  one  mem- 
«r  of  the  Senate.    But  it  was  not  necessarj 
bal  they  shouki  be  taken  on  every  local  and  pri- 
ate  bill.    As  the  section  now  stands,  he  believed 
t  ia  required  that  the  ayes  and  noes,  shall  be 
aken  on  all  bills   without  discrimination.    He 
bought  it  would  be  better  that  a  majority  of  all 
he  members  elected,  should  be  required  on  all 
awa  of  public  concernment,  and  that,  in  such 
aaea,  the  vote  should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 
He  hoped  the  agricultural  intercut,  on  this  floor, 
iroald  vote  for  such  a  provision  as  that,  no  bill  of 
a  public  character  should  be  permitted  to  pass 
the  Legislature  without  the  vote  of  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  members  elected. 

Mr.  MoaoAN  suggested  that  his  friend  from 
Oalvert,  would  not  be  able  to  gain  his  objeci, 
without  some  modification  of  his  amendment. 
How  was  he  to  ascertain  whether  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  members  elected,  had  voted 
without  taken  the  ayes  and  noes. 

Mr.  WaiMs  explained  that  it  would  be  easy 
(or  the  speaiwr,  when  he  counted  the  House, 
to  ascertain  whether  a  majority  of  the  whole 
mimber  of  members  had  voted. 

Mr.  Morgan  said  it  would  not  consume  much 
more  of  the  time  of  the  House  to  take  the  yeas 
and  nays,than  was  consumed  in  dividing  thcHouse. 
Be  agreed  that  every  one  who  had  had  much 
experience  in  legislation,  must  see  the  propriety 
of  adopting  some  such  provbion.  He  hsd  himself 
known  a  bill  pased  by  a  vote  of  only  twenty-four 
members,  that  being  the  majority  of  forty-six, 
which  was  a  quorum  of  the  House,  and  that  a 
very  important  bill.  U  would  be  better,  he 
thought,  to  insert  a  provision  in  the  Constitution, 
tl»n  to  leave  the  matter  to  be  nettled  by  the 
Legiilature,  many  of  whom  cared  little  about  the 
reiponsibility  of  their  acts.  Such  a  provision 
emoodied  the  onl^r  conservative  principle,  and 
the  only  guard  against  negligent  legislation.  He 
wondered  that  any  one  could  be  found  tu  sanction 
the  principle  of  passing  laws,  without  reading 
mora  than  the  title.  There  ought  to  be  a  guard 
against  such  infractions. 

Mr.  JsNiraa  said,  that  forty-six  members  of 
tha  Houae  constituting  a  fuontm,  twenty-four 
weald  be  a  nujority  of  a  quorum,  and  eleven  be- 
hig  a  fuorum  of  the  Senate,  six  was  a  majority 
orthat  quanm.    He  ooald  not  suppose  that  the 


could  alwajfs  decide  that  point.    He  thought  that 
he  provision  in  the  fourteenth  section,  to  which 
the  nad  referred,  is  a  sufficient  protection  of  the 
puMic  interests. 

Inr.  Phblps  said  he  was  not  particularly  tena- 
cious of  his  own  amendment.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  to  accept  the  amendment  of  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Queen  Anne^s,  (Mr.  Spencer.)  The 
principle  that  a  majority  of  the  members  present 
should  pass  laws  had  been  engrafted  on  the  Con- 
stitutions of  nineteen  Statea,  vet  a  cry  wbjb  raised 
against  this  proposition,  as  if  some  terrible  en- 
croachment was  about  to  bo  made  on  the  usual 
course  of  legislation.  He  was  indifferent  wheth- 
er any  more  laws  were  passed  or  not.  If  there 
was  not  another  law  passed  in  the  next  hundred 
years,  he  believed  no  harm  would  result.  He 
would  withdraw  lus  amendment  and  accept  tliat 
of  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Aune^s. 

Mr.  CuAMBERS  entirely  concurred  with  the 
committee  in  the  whole  section  as  it  standi.  He 
had  hoped  his  friend  from  St.  Mary*s  would  have 
admitted  that  the  vote  by  yeas  and  navs  was  al- 
ways the  mode  of  testing  the  sense  ot  a  legisla- 
tive body.  He  would  say,  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man who  was  such  a  stickler  lor  majorities,  that 
twenty-four  members,  although  the  majority  of 
a  quorum^  was  not  a  majority  of  the  whole  House. 
The  question  was  then  stated  to  he  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Wbcms,  striking  out  from  the 
section  the  following  words: 

**And  on  the  question  of  its  final  passage,  the 
ayes  and  noes  shall  be  recorded.'** 

Mr.  Weems  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

Affirmative —  Messrs.  Dent,  Weems,  Lloyd, 
Phelp,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood  of 
Baltimore  citv.  Ware,  Shower  and  Brown — 9. 

»V>»Ti<ire — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,   Mor- 

Kn,  Blakistonc,  Ricaud,  Lee,Chamburs  of  Kent, 
>naldsoii.  Dorsey,  Wells,  Kent,  Jenifer,  Bell, 
Ridgely,  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Col- 
ston, John  Dennis,  James  XJ.  Dennis,  Williams, 
HodM>n,  Goldsborough,  Miller,  Tuck,  Sprigg, 
McCubbin,  Spencer,  George,  Dirickson,  Jacol^, 
Gaither,  Biser,  Annan,  Mclleiirv,  Magraw,  Nel- 
son Carter,Thawler, Stewart  of  CaroIinc,Gwiiin, 
Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  flarbino.  Kilgour,  Brewer, 
Waters,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Filzpatrick,  Smith 
and  Parke — 51. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr  Spbnceb. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

And  the  eighteenth  section  was  then  adop- 
ted. 

Mr.  FiTz PATRICK  otret«d.V\x^^^Q^v&%v«!kK^\- 
menl  to  tWiepotl-. 
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**The  Le^ulature  shall  have  power  to  provide 
by  law,  for  exempting  from  ezecutioo  not  more 
than  five  handred  dollars  worth  of  the  hounehold 


the  word  "elected**  after  ''nambers.**    ft  vaoU 
then  accord  with  the  refit  of  the  seetion. 
Mr.  McHaiiaY  said  this  would  make  the  pra- 


fiimiture  or  otlier  property  belonging  to  each  vision  ntlU  more  stringent.    The  gentleman  tnm 

jamily  in  thi&  Sute.'*                                           j  Prince  George's  (Mr.  Tuck.)  saya  that  these  irs 

Mr.  MoROAK  called  the  attention  of  the  gen-  -  criminal  cases,  and  that  they  should  be  treated  ia 

tleman  from  Alleghany,  (Mr.   Fitzpatrick,)  to  a  way  analagoua  to  others  of  the  same  character, 

the  fact  that  a  similiar  provision  had  been  re-  But  impeachment  cases  are  not  always  foundsd 

ported  by  Mr.  PaatsTNAw.  on  criminal  acts.    Very  frequently,  tiiey  mersly 

Mr.  FiTXFATaicK  said  the  provision  in  the  re-  look  to  the  removal  of  oflficers  who  have  become 

port  alluded  to,  was  not  as  apecific  as  his  ^n  inefficient  or  incompetent    £veu  if  a  majerity 

proposition.    But  he  would  withdraw  it,  Ihd  had  the  power  to  make  these  removals,  he  did  not 

gave  uoUce  that  he  should  hereafter  offer  it  as  an  think  thev  would  be  made  as  easily  aa  they  oodit 

additionsl  soction.  tu  be.    Every  lacllity  ought  to  be  rendered  far 

Mr.  Sfsico  moved  to  amend  said  report  by  in-  the  removal  of  incompetent  public  officers.    Ei- 

seiting  as  the    nineteenth   section,  the  follow-  cept  in  times  of  great  party  e»citoment,  all  the 

ing:  tile  public  iiynipathies  would  be  in  favor  of  the 

'•The  House  of  Delegates  shall  have  the  sole  accused;  and  it  was  his  object  to  obuin  soma  ss- 

power  of  impeachment  in  all  castas,  but  a  majo-  curity  for  the  public  interests, 

riiy  of  all  the  members,  muKt  concur  in  an  im-  Mr.  Jenifer  was  of  opinion  that  if  the  ameod- 

peachment;  all  impeachments  sh:ill  be  tried  by  tatni  prevailed,  impeaehment,  instead  of  beinga 

Uie  Senate,  and  when  siqing  for  ihat  purpose,  criminal  prosecution,  wouW  be  a  party  or  polili- 

they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation,  to  do  justice  cal  persecution.    You  insert  a  provision  m  the 

according  to  the  law  and  eyidence,  but  no  per-  Constitution  that  these  public  officers  shall  be 

son  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  elected  by  tlie  people,  and  then  you  insert  sn- 

of  twothirds  of  all  the  Senators."  other  provision  giving  a  party  majority  the  power 

Mr.  Chambers   expressed  a  wish  that   the  J?k"*T''*/IITkI""°i**®5*  J^'  inpeachm«it 

words  "not  otherwise*^  provided  for  in  this  Con-  ^  *»«  '"^'J^P*  ^^"^^J"  ""^Jy  ^^^  «  i^JJ 

stilution"  should  be  stricken  out     He  thought  ^^^  ^^^^'    He  hoped  the  amendmeut  wooM 

were  in  a  thousand  instances  founded  on  charges  J*J^  ^"  I'^^^T  ^P  ~«»«  "P  «f«  ^P^  i'!?TS 

which  had  no  lc«jal  definition.    The  appropriSle  ?[*»*"  ^'P  judiciary  report  sTiall  be  before  ths 

duties  of  the  ord  iriary  courU  of  law  and  of  juries  Con^«"^«"-     There  was  some  porUon  of  thatif. 

were  not  at  all  applicable  lo  such  cases.     Ihey  P^^J^  ^'^JV*'  contamed  a  provision  of  this  ebw; 

ought  to  be  tried  Llily  before  a  tribunal  which  is  ^\?''    "*,  ''?***LS!!?„^r'Ti.'"-^^  "'  .  W 

discharged  from  alf  the  tcchniralities  by  which  ^'^^„^Tn**  li^lS^^r^^Jt  n??tf  TJS?.^ 

the  ordinary  courts  are  bound.                 ^  **»'*  question,  until  the  report  of  the  judiaiiy 

-^         ...           , ,               ,             ,  committee  shall  be  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Spricg  said  he  would  accept  the  amend-  Mr.  Sprico  accepted  the  suggestion,  and  the 

ment  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  and  section  was  informally  Isid  over, 

would  modify  hi»  amendment  accordingly.  'j  he  nineteenth  section  was  then  read  as  W- 

Mr.  McHcNRT  moved  to  amend  the  amend-  lows: 

ment  of  Mr.  Spricg  by  striking  out  Uie  words  — o   ,._  ,0,1    i»^  ».««^„  i.n  u            _  #■.-, 

»  two-thirds,"  ai.d  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  "a  .u^S'"^  ^^'*>^uu  s?  .^»f*?V  ^  ^"'^?Tc 

iorilv  "  Treasury  of  this  Slate  but  in  consequence  n 

Sir.  McHekrt  was  sorry  the  amendment  he  ePProP'wJ."'""  made  by  law,  an  eccurate  sutj- 

had  now  submitted  had  noi'been  olTered  by  some  "'«"*  «^  ^  f  J^^^!,  !5*^."P!?^'*"Kr  Slf  ^.b 

other  gentleman.    He  believed  it  svould  be  found  r^rL  r^L^^Vh  ±^^               ^""^[trlt 

impossible  ever  to  get  two-thirds  of  tUc  I^gisla-  ^'^^ ''^''»  l^'  •^^^^^  «^6uler  session  of  the  Gelie^ 

the  Convention  on  his  uSmcnt.  ir„^X^ono^^^^^^^  "'"^     ''"     "  ^''  "^ 

Mr.  TvcK  replied  that  the  agreement  of  two-  ..  a-j     .  -   -     i.  i         u  n  j*  «•     .1          -r- 

thirds  wa.  required  in  most,  or  all  of  the  other  ,. ''^"^  J;  „'JLHo^l^*':„H*;^"  ^l-lT.^^JfS^ 

States.    The  ohjirt  of  the  two-third  rule  was  to  f'^^  \"™  *CT'.  *                      ^ 

protect  liie  accused  parly  against  party  or  political  ^.  *  appiica. 

hostility.    That  was  the  oriRinal  cause  of  the  pro-  The  question  was  Uken,  and  Uie  amendncot 

vision.    If,  in  ordinary  cases,  where  an  individu-  was  agreed  to. 

al  IS  accused  of  crime,  it  is  required  that  a  jury  ^'r-  Kidcelv  (to  avoid  all  ambiguity,  hesaii,) 

of  twelve  men  must  agree  on  a  verdict,  he  did  |  moved  to  amend  the  section  by  adding  at  theeod 
•  not  Fee  why  there  should  not  be  an  agreement  of  i  Uiereof.  the  following  words  : 

two-third!«  in  ca»>es  of  impeachment,  which  are  |     **Provided,  that  notliing,  herein  contained,  Ml 

also  of  a  criminal  character.     He  therefore, ,  operate  to  prevent  the  Legislature  from  plaeiH 

thought  it  would  be  much  tlie  best  way  to  let  it  by  appropriation  a  contingent  fimd  at  the  diipi^ 

remain  two-thirds.  sal  ol  the  Eiecutive." 
Mr.  Weems,  after  requesting  that  the  amend-  |     Mr.  Spkncee  stated,  that  he  felt  soma  hwils- 

ment  <«hould  he  reail,  *^ugg^•fed  the  insertion  of  tion  ab<.«ut  voting  for  ihir»  nmrtidment.  He  limped 
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nan  firoui  BaUinore  county,  (Mr. 
would  reffftln  iVom  pressinr  it  tt  this 
be  were  urged  now,  he  could  not  con- 
te  for  it,  and  he  would  feel  himself  eom- 
«k  for  the  yeas  and  nayi. 
MELT  replied,  that  he  wai  aimachop- 
ia  principle  of  plaeing  the  publio  money 
MMal  of  the  exfcutive  at  any  one.  But 
lyi  been  the  practice  to  leave  a  turn  in 
I  to  meet  awsh  eontingeneies  as  may 
id  it  was  usual  to  placo  funds  within 
ia  case  of  any  suoden  ezigencv;  and 
iilature  would  be  the  judge  of  the  ns- 
I  exigency,  which  it  was  impossible  for 
iBtion  to  foresee,  and  to  provide  for,  be 
see  what  eTil  could  result  from  the 
f  tbeproTision.  The  legblature  only 
npetent  to  judge  of  the  exigency  when 
n  place. 

BNcxa  admitted  the  full  force  of  the  re- 
tie  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county; 
Ht  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  now  es- 
a  new  goTemment,  and  it  becomes  us 
I  with  great  care.  Heretofore,  expe- 
laojght  us  that  modes  have  been  de- 
lettiiig  round  the  Constitution.  We 
oaid  against  such  practices  hereafter, 
imposed  many  restrictions  on  the  le^ 
to  the  appropriation  of  money,  and  if 
mnit  the  legislature  to  place,  at  their 
a  contingent  fund  without  limit,  at 
lition  of  the  executive,  it  might  open 
» great  abuses  hereafter.  He  saw  so 
le  for  appreheniioQ  in  this  amendment. 
Mild  not  only  Tote  against  it,  but  he 
br  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  (question, 
gentleman  would  puce  a  limit  on  the 
r  if  he  oould  obtain  from  the  Governor 
lation  as  to  the  u^tual  amount  required, 
limit  it  to  tliat  amount,  he  would  vote 

SALDsow  said,  he  could  tell  the  gentle- 
(^leen  Anae^s,  that  the  usual  amount 
;raoted  was  ^,00<i,  and  had  recently 
lO.  The  executive  cannot  abuse  tlie 
16  must  render  liis  account  of  expendi- 
ally,  to  the  legislature. 
,wcBa  moved  to  amend  said  amend- 
Iding  at  the  end  thereof,  these  words, 
sdiug  aix  thou:»aiid  dollars  per  year.'* 
:Hbnrt  eiprcised  his  opionion  that 
DO  necessity  to  give  any  specific  power 
jialature;  but,  he  believed,  that  when 
aade  appropriations  for  contingent  ex- 
» objects  for  which  the  appropriations 
I  were  specified,  sp  that  the  grant  should 
:ific  objects. 

NtVALDsow    explained   that  the    ap- 
oa  by  Congress  were  not  always  sped- 

HsMRT  thought  this  proposition  would 
laly  in  any  Constitution.  We  came 
orm  evils,  but  instead  of  imposing  re- 
o  the  Legislative  and  Executive  de- 
wo  are  opening  the  door  for  the  en- 
lew  ibttses.  m  would  prefer  to  see 
of  appropriation  put  In  another  fbrm, 
"oolaiiot  DO  liable  to  abuse.    Under 
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it,  as  it  now  stands,  the  Governor  may  go  on  to 
make  extravagant  expenditures.  We  are  now 
commencing  a  new  government— we  are  enter- 
ing on  a  new  state  of  things,  and  he  desired  to 
see  an  entire  emancipation  irom  the  customs  and 
traditions  of  the  past. 

Mr.  Baoww  would  not  vote  for  any  restric- 
tions. He  thought  there  had  been  very  good 
legislatures  heretofore,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that 
there  would  be  as  good  ones  hereafter.  All  the 
acts  of  this  body  appeared  to  him  to  have  a  ten- 
dency to  abolish  legislation  altogether.  It  was 
only  necessary  to  look  back  at  the  various  re- 
strictions which  have  already  been  imposed  on 
the  Legislature,  to  be  assured  of  this. 

He  would  like  to  know  how  much  further  thb 
Convention  intended  to  go.  We  oueht  to  be 
careful  lest  while  stopping  one  hole  in  the  Con- 
stitution, we  make  two  fresh  holes.  He  was 
very  willing  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  Gov- 
ernor, but  he  was  not  disposed  to  go  to  the  ex- 
tent of  depriving  the  Legislature  of  all  power. 
Under  such  a  pressure  of  business  as  there  was 
at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  the 
new  restriction  reqtiiring  the  ayes  and  noes  to  be 
called,  couU  not  be  enforced  witliout  great  risk 
to  important  meuures.  While,  on  the  one  hand, 
you  tie  up  the  Legislature  so  as  not  to  originate 
any  business  during  the  last  three  days  of  the 
session,  you  now  come  forward  with  this  new 
restriction,  which  will  lead  lo  a  great  consump- 
tion of  time.  You  may  almost  as  well  aboU«lk 
all  legislation  at  once.  He  begged  gentleman 
who  Were  thus  eager  after  change,  lo  pause 
awhile,  and  reflect  on  what  may  yet  be  brought 
forward.  We  have  not  yet  done  witli  this  legis- 
lative report.  He  him^If  espected  to  make 
some  proposition  before  it  was  disposed  of.  The 
House  had  established  biennial  sessions — he  had 
voted  fur  annual  ones.  You  are  restricting  the 
Legislature  until  they  will  have  nothing  on  there 
hands.  He  thought  the  Legislature  as  trust- 
worthy as  this  booy  is,  and  that  we  ought  not  to 
tie  down  their  hands.l 

Mr.  McHaNar  thought  that  it  was  a  sin^lar 
mode  of  protecting  the  legislature  by  giving 
more  power  into  the  hands  orthe  Executive. 

Mr.  BaowN  replied  that  this  proposition  gave 
power  to  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  McHaNarvejoined.  We  should  labor  to 
throw  power  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  who 
only  are  worthy  of  entire  confidence.  They  are 
tru8t*worthy ;  but  he  was  not  disposed  to  put 
too  much  trust  in  mere  agents.  He  admitted  the  ne- 
cesaity  of  employing  agents,  but  he  was  desirous 
that  they  should  be  employed  under  a  faithful 
and  vigilant  supervision. 

Mr.  Donaldson  suggested  tliat  there  were*  a 
large  number  of  accounts  which  the  Governor 
setUed.  There  would  be  difficulty  attending  a 
constitutional  provision  of  a  particular  amount 
for  this  contingeni  fund.  It  might  prove  either 
too  large  or  too  small,  accordine  to  circum:»tan- 
ces,  which  we  cannot  foresee,  it  must  be  lelt  to 
the  Legislature  to  make  the  sum  appropriated 
correspond  with  the  necessity.  If  the  s*im  we 
now  ik  should  be  too  large  for  the  necessities  of 
^une  particular  year»  theo  there  wouM  bo  a  te .- 
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dency  and  m  lemptation  to  ipend  tba  whole  or  il, 
which  wouM  Jead  la  estravigsncs  and  fatorit- 
iini.  On  (be  other  hand,  eiigenciei  might  occur 
which  would  malce  the  sum  Ried  entical;  Inade- 
quile.  and  (hua,   murh   inconvenience  miEht  he 

Cruduced.  There  la  bal little  danger  of  coTiution 
Btwean  the  Executiie  and  the  Legiiluture,  in 
oidet  to  eancliun  exlravagance  in  the  former;  and 
tiio  liabitit]'  to  account  Tor  these  expenditure*  in 
detail,  is  a  lufficient  clieck  on  abuaes.  Such  has 
alwayi  been  the  practice,  and  il  baa  led  to  no 


oiult. 


9  then  (taled  to  be  on  tbe 


And  Ibe  quution  recurring  on  the  aecliou  u  . 
amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sprtgo,  aaid  aeclion  wai 
further  emended  hj  adding,  at  the  end  thereof, 
the  following  : 

"  And  (he  Goremor  shall  report  to  the  Lsgis- 
Ulure  at  each  eeuion,  the  amount  expended  and 
the  objects  and  parpoaei  for  which  said  amount 
wu  Inclined." 
And  the  section, asamended,  was  then  adoptaJ- 
Tho  twenliath  leetion  wb>  read,  as  follows  : 
8tc.  aOlA.  No  divon-e  ahall  be  granted  bf  the 
General  Aaaembljr,  nor  anj  tax  or  other  burden 
be  levied  on  (be  persons  or  propr.rtj  of  the  peo- 
ple, for  Ibe  luppurt  of  anj  religious  sect  or  de- 
nomi  nation. 

No  amendment  baring  been  offered,  (he  fcetion 
was  adop(ed. 
The  IwentT-liral  secljon  wai  read,  as  follows  : 
Src  31(1.  No  loans  shall  be  made  upon  the 
credit  of  this  ^tate  which  are  not  redeemable  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  State,  except  such  as  maji  be 
authorized  by  an  Act  of  Auerably,  paiscd  at  one 
■etiion  and  ratified  and  conRrmed  at  the  neil 
succeeding  regular  gettion  of  the  General  As- 

Mr  RiDGiLT  explained  that  this  section  to- 
gether with  some  other  nibjects,  were  referred 
ti  (ho  committee  on  municipalities,  and  they  bad 
delilierated  on  il,  and  eomuU>  an  agreement  to 
report  eome  propoailiona  to  The  Convention,  As 
i(  was  IboiigM  the  object  of  the  committee  could 
be  as  well  accompliatied,  by  pnipoaing  their  re- 
solutions in  ihe  form  of  amendmenta  to  the  leg- 
Ulalive  report,  as  by  making  a  separate  report, 
he  would  now  move  iheir  adoption  as  aaubs(itute 
to  the  amendment  now  under  conai deration. 

Mr.  RiDCFLT  moved  to  amend  aaid  report  by 
atriking  out  (lie  tdenty-bralaection  and  Eubtlitu- 
ting  in  lieu  of  it  the  following: 

"The  credit  of  (ho  State  shall   never  be  given 


to  repel  inraaion,  aappreM  inr 
threatened,  to  provide  for  the  public 

Mr.  OaoasE  olfered  aa  a  subatitula  It 
aeclion  and  Bubitilute,  the  GiUowioB: 

AHieie  I.  The  amount  of  debti,  hciMfl 
traded  by  the  legislature,  (hall  navar 
ooB  hundred  thousand  dollan,  except  Dw 
fence  of  the  State,  UDlesaauch  debliblll 
(horized  by  a  law  providing  for  tbs  eollM 
an  annual  tax  or  taxes  sufficient  to  pa/tbi 
est  on  such  debtaa  it  falls  due,  andalM 
chal^  tlie  principal  of  auch  debt  wilkii 
year*  from  tbe  time  of  etmtnctinf  thi 
And  the  laxea  laid  for  Ihn  purpoM  dwll* 
repealed,  or  apblied  to  any  other  ot(JMl 
tbe  (aid  debt  and  the  intenat  \h*nam  I 
I  fully  diiehaiged. 

I  Jrl.  3.  Tbe  assent  of  two-thirds  oflkl 
bera  elected  to  each  branch  ol  tha  l«p 
shall  be  lequiaite  to  every  bill  approjBltf 

I >ublie  money,  or  pledging  the  publio  U 
seal  or  private  purposes;  and  tbe  Ijpl 
ahall  not  have  tbe  power  to  make  eppnK 
loana,  or  subaoriptioni  to  any  work  of  i 
improvement. 

A  motion  was  made  to  Hlj^vnH  , 

But  withdrawn  to  enable, 

Mr.  DoH»i.i>KiH  to  BUggeit  that  gaalll 
had  amendmeols  la  oSbr,  should  itow  OKt 
that  they  might  appear  upcm  lbs  jouniL 

Mr.  HoDiDM  gave  notice  that  be  sbae 
at  the  proper  lime,  the  followiDS  asa  nl 
fbr,  the  twenty-first  lection: 

"Nor  shall  the  legislature  borrow  moDeT 
tarnal  improvements,  without  Cm  ttl 
aenie  of  tbe  people  through  the  ballotb) 
any  county  or  the  city  of  Baltimore,  «l 
cast  a  majority  of  voles  againat  tbe  prop 
shall  be  exempt." 

Mr.  TocK,  gave  notice,  that  ha  ahooU 
the  proper  (ime,  the  following  aa  i  MiWil 
the  twentyfourth  section: 

"No  senator  or  delegate  of  the  a— wW 
shall  qualify  as  such,  ihall  hold  or  exeei 
offire  ofproGt,  or  leceive  iha  proGliof a^ 
exercised  by  any  other  penoa  duriiicthel 
which  he  aha  11  be  elected." 

Mr,  Dint  aaid: 

We  have  adopted  the  twentieth  leetki 
rather  hastily  I  think.     "  ^~' 
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.11  be  granted  by  tbe  leci 
:,  or  oiher  burden  be  w' 


icipalily  oi 


aid  of  any  pers< 

corporation,  norahall  the  legislature 
ooniraci  anj  debt,  which  shall  singly,  or  in  the 
aggregate  exceed  a  half  million  of  dollars,  for 
which  purpose  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the 
members  elected  to  both  bnnchei  of  the  Genei- 
al  Assembly  shall  be  necesury,  provided  that^e 
Iftate  may  contrsctdebts  exceeding  that  amoAt, 


___  shall  any  tax,  ( 

the  peiw>na  or  property  of  the  peopla, 
support  of  any  religious  sect  or  deMiii 
The  section  enibraces  two  subjects.  Ml 
tinct  and  dissimilar,  that  they  should  i>B 
ion,  be  provided  lor  in  two  secliooi. 

if  in  order,  I  therefore  move  a  leeoarfi 

of  the  vote  on  this  section. 

The  motion  not  being  now  in  order, 

Mr.  Dint  gave  noUce  that  beahould 

reconaidrration  of  the  vote  on  (o-momw 

Mr.  D.  said,  the  subjects  embraced ii' 

tion  had  no  connection  with  each  other- 

The  motion  was  entered  on  tbe  jouoa 

Mr.  Wkih  gave  or"-  "—  ■-  -'— " 
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iper  time,  the  follow  in|;  as  a  substitute  for 
mtf-lint  seetion: 

bill  appropriatinc  money  or  pledging  the 
d  eredit  of  the  state  for  works  of  ioter- 
iiOTement,  sbdil  become  a  law,  except  it 
ad  bj  a  Tote  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
'  of  representatives  in  each  branch  of  the 
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BftBWcm  also  gave  notice  that  he  should 
the  proper  time,  the  following,  as  a  sub- 
Tor  the  twenty-first  section: 
ien  21.  No  loans  shall  be  made  upon  the 
f  this  State,  which  are  not  redeemable 
tieasure  of  the  State;  and  which  may  not 
fsary  to  the  payment  of  the  existing  pub- 
;  nor  shall  any  taxes  be  imposed  upon  the 
lie  propertT  of  the  State,  nor  upon  the  in- 
ts  thereof  for  any  new  schemes  of  im- 
sot,  (or  for  any  otiier  purpose,  other  than 
current  expenses  of  the  State,)  except 
may  be  authorised  by  an  act  of  assembly 
It  one  sessiofi  by  a  two-third  vote  of  the 
imt  of  the  legislature,  providing  therein 
og  the  sense  of  the  peoole  thereupon  at 
t  election  thereafter,  ana  ratified  and  eon- 
it  the  next  succeeding;  session  of  the  Gen- 
mnbly,  in  case  a  majority  of  the  4|ualified 
f  the  State  shall  have  declared  in  favor 
lid  act  of  Assembly." 
hen  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
,  at  10  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  February  25,  1851. 

Convention  met  at  ten  o^cIock. 

r  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GaiPFitH. 

oil  of  the  members  was  called. 

mim  being  present,  the  journal  of  yester- 

<  read,  and  having  been  amended, 

oUon  of  Mr.  Jewifcx,  in  that  part  which 

oeously  attributed  to  him  the  motion  to 

,  was  approved. 

KDUCATIOM. 

Smitb,  chairman  of  iht  committee  on 
41,  submitted  the  following  report: 
s  Iti,  A  permanent  and  adequate  school 
II  be  established  by  the  Legislature,  so 
Lbe  financial  condition  of  the  State  shall 
,  the  present  fund  for  the  support  of  free 
imoD  schools,  and  all  money,  stock  and 
operty  which  may  hereafter  be  appro- 
'or  that  purpose,  or  received  into  the 
,  under  the  provision  of  any  law  hereto- 
led  to  augnent  the  said  fund,  ahall  be 
invested  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund, 
income  thereof,  shall  tie  annually  appro- 
0  the  support  of  public  schoohi,  and  it- 
t  be  competent  for  the  Legislature  to 
appropriate  or  use  the  said  fimd  or  any 
'eof,  for  any  other  purpose,  under  any 
whatever, 
id.  It  iInUI  be  the  duty  of  fhe  Lagiala- 


ture,  so  soon  as  it  may  be  compatible  with  the 
provisions  of  the  aforegoing  section,  to  establish 
a  uniform  system  of  common  school  educa* 
tion. 

See.  3nl«  There  shall  be  elected  by  the  quali- 
fied voters  of  the  State,  every  year,  a  Su- 
perintendent of  education  or  common  schools, 
whose  duties  and  compensation  shall  be  prescrib- 
ed by  (he  Lefi^tslature. 

See.  Ath.  For  the  preparation  of  teachers  for 
such  schools,  it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  establish  a  Normal  School  for  the 
eduration  of  perK>ns  who  may  desire  to  become 
teacheri  of  common  school,  and  that  each  county 
shall  be  entitled  to  its  distributive  share,  accord- 
ing to  its  present  disposition  by  law. 

Mr.  S.  in  presenting  the  report,  stated  that  it 
had  not  been  unanimously  concurred  in  by  the 
committee,  and  that  the  members  dissenting  from 
it  reserved  the  rigtit  to  present  their  own 
views. 

The  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  prin- 
ted. 

Mr.  CAaTER,  presented  an  account  of  James 
H.  Fountain  clerk  of  Caroline  county  court,  for 
services  rendered  under  the  order  of  tne  Conven- 
tion. 

Which  was  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARraa, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  accounts. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAaaiKE,  the  Convention 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

THE  LEOISLATIVE  DEPAETMENT. 


The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  legislative  de- 
partment 

Mr  Dent,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had 
yesterday  given,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  twentieth  seetion  had  been 
adopted,  as  follows: 

**&r(ieii20.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the 
General  Assembly,  nor  any  tix  or  oiher  burthen 
be  levied  on  the  persons  or  property  of  the  peo- 
ple, for  the  support  of  any  religious  sect  or  de- 
nomination.** 

Mr.  Dent  said  he  had  not  made  the  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  provisions  of  the 
section  rejected,  but  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  provided  for  in  two  separate  sections.  As 
the  section  now  stands,  it  presented  an  amalga- 
mation of  subjects  and  objects  entirely  distinct 
and  unconnected  with  each  other. 

The  PaasmENT  ir.timated  his  opinion,  that  the 
section  might  be  div'ded  into  two  distinct  sec- 
tions without  the  necessity  of  a  motion  to  recop- 
sider.  It  would  not  be  in  order,  without  8ueh*c 
reconsideration,  to  chnn|e  the  ttnutun  of  the 
section;  but  a  mere  rrotion  to  divide,  might  be 
made. 

Mr.  Dbkt  submitted  a  motion  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  chair,  and  the  section 
was  divided  into  two  sections,  as  follows: 

''5Milen20.  NodsTOZce  ^air  be  granted  bj 
the  General  Assembly. 

*'8ee.  tl.  No  tax  or  Other  borlhen  shall  be 
levied  on  the  penona  or  propeHiy  of  the  paople 
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were  not  about  to  forgMRhe  lessons  which  we 
had  learned.  It  might  be  that  events,  not  now 
foreseen,  might  take  place  greatly  affectiDg  the 
receipts  from  our  worKs  of  internal  improTement, 
and  by  which  the  supply  i^om  that  source  might 
be  arrested.  At  all  eventv,  whenever  there  was 
a  surplus  of  money  in  the  treasury,  he  thought 
that  all  of  it,  over  and  above  what  might  be  re- 
quired for  the  education  of  the  people,  should  go 
back  into  the  pockets  of  those  who  had  bad  to 
raise  it. 

Mr.  Spckcrr  replied  to  the  argument  or  Mr. 
Donaldson,  that  there  would  be  a  large  surplus 
revenue  from  the  public  works.  If  such  a  state  of 
things  was  to  arise,  what  necessity  was  there 
that  that  revenue  should  be  pledged  to  meet  any 
ry  debt 'which  might  be  incurred?  If  there  was 
to  be  an  excess  oi  revenue,  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity to  pass  a  law  for  the  creation  of  a  debt. 
The  appropriation  of  the  credit  of  the  State  for 
purposes  of  internal  improvement  had  been  the 
great  flood  gate  by  which  the  State  had  been  in- 
undated with  debt,  and  it  was  now  proposed  to 
reverse  the  principle.  He  believed  that  as  great 
evil  would  fall  upon  the  State  by  a  converse  rule 
as  by  the  operation  of  the  original  rule  itself. 

Mr.  Merrick  said: 

He  thought  there  was  much  sound  sense  and 
wisdom  in  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Donaldso.':.)  He  was 
quite  willing  to  denvto  the  legislature  tbe  power 
of  appropriating  in  future,  to  works  of  internal 
improvement,  the  actual  money  or  tho  credit  of 
the  State,  if  gentlemen  would  be  content  with 
that — but  there  were  other  great  purposes  for 
which  it  was  wise  and  expedient,  the  legislature 
should  have  power  to  raise  money  by  the  use 
of  her  credit.  There  was  yet  a  heavy  public  debt 
to  be  paid  off,  and  a  proper  use  of  such  a  power 
by  the  legislature,  would,  in  all  probability, 
greatly  facilitate  this  interesting  object  and  ma 
terialiy  lighten  the  burthens  of  taxation.  No 
observant  man  could  mistake  the  indications 
every  where  eiven  of  the  great  change  now  in 
progress,  in  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  world. 
We  had  passed  through  a  period  of  long  and  dis- 
tressing scarcity  of  money,  and  consequent  de- 
pression of  prices,  and  things  were  now  rapidly 
tending  in  the  other  direction.  Confidence  was 
being  restored,  credit  revived,  money  becoming 
plenty  and  cheap,  and  labor  and  all  the  produc- 
tions of  labor,  were  rising  in  price.  This  was 
likely  to  be  carried  farther  than  usual,  with  such 
oscillations,  because  there  was  now  a  new  ad- 
ditional and  powerful  cause  acting  in  concurrence 
with  the  ordinary  causes,  which  was  the  great 
actual  augmentation  of  the  precious  metals 
which  was  taking  place  from  the  gold  mines  of 
California.  The  amount  already  added  to  the 
solid  currency  fromthat  source,  was  very  large. 
But  supplies  from  that  source  were  going  on  to 
increase  in  geometrical  progression;  to  what  ex- 
tent it  might  go,  none  could  calculate^for  the 
mines  were  found  every  day  to  be  more  and  more 
extensive,  and  the  supply  of  metal  less  and  less 
capable  of  exhaustion. 

The  eoDsequence  was  and  must  be  a  fall  in 
ttc  nUNe  o£  money,  and  depiMUOU  of  the  rate  of 


interest.  Already  this  hai  taken  place  to  a 
great  extent.  But  a  few  yean  since,  stocks,  for- 
ernment  stocks,  (which  are  the  thingt  most  eea- 
sitive  to  such  chan^,  and  cive  moat  decirife 
iodisations  of  their  approacn  or  adrent,)  were 
below  par;  even  the  six  per  centum  loans  of  the 
United  Stites  could  not  be  negotiated  at  par. 
Now,  behold,  they  are  freely  commanding  twen- 
ty per  cent,  premmm.  This  state  of  tbinga  would 
go  on  progressively  until  probably  in  a  few  years, 
good  government  three  per  cent,  sto^,  would 
be  worth  par. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  Ibom  Ame 
Arundel,  fMr.    Donaldson,)  proposes   to  leave 
with  the  legislature,  the  power  to  turn  this  new 
state  of  things  to  the  advantage  of  the  State,  in 
her  financial  affairs— by   paying  off,  should  the 
opportunity  offer,  her  outstanding  debts  and  lia- 
bilities, by  new  loans  at  a  less  rate  of  interest, 
and  thus  saving  to  the  tax-paving  people,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  high  and  the  low  rate  of  in- 
terest.   Thus,  suppose  the  State  debt  now  to  be 
ten  millions  of  dollars;  to  pay  the  Interest  oo 
which,  at   six  per  cent.,  the   people  have  to  be 
taxed  annually,  to   the  amount  or  six  hundred 
thousand   dollars.    If  you  can  now,  or  at  any 
time  hereafter,  before  this  debt   is  paid,  make 
a  loan  of  the  same  amount,  at  three  per  cent, 
the  annual  interest  of  which,  would  be  but  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  with   this  losa 
pay  off  the  present  debt,  is  it  not  plsJn  that  yea 
would  save  to  the  people,  the  three  hundred  tm- 
sand  dollars,  the  difference  between  the  ialerot 
you  now  pay,  and  that  you  would  have  to  pay,oB 
the  new  three  per  cent  loan— and  could,  there- 
fore,  reduce  the  taxes  one  half. 

It  is  the  valuable  and  important  power  to  do 
this,  that  I  wish  to  reserve  to  the  legislatura 
Suppose  interest  should  not  fall  so  low  as  llnss 
per  cent.,  the  saving  would  still  be  in  tbessos 
proportion  for  any  {greater  or  less  fall  in  the  rsts 
of  interest.  Besides,  a  revenue  was  now  oobud^ 
from  our  works  of  internal  improvement— tbs 
actual  receipts  from  that  source  being  duriog  the 
last  year,  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  must  augment,  and  in  bis  judgOMot 
as  well  as  that  of  many  others,  this  aunseDti- 
tion  must  be  great  and  rapid.  But  every  Tittle  ia* 
crease  of  the  revenue  flrom  this  source,  wouU  be 
necessary  to  insure  a  sufficiency  to  pey  the  ia* 
terest,  and  any  new  loan  of  the  chara^er  mg* 
gested,  and  thus  place  the  State  in  a  conditkm  to 
relieve  the  people  from  all  taxation — a  eoBsan- 
mation  must  devoutly  to  be  wished;  and  be  wsi 
most  anxious  to  give  to  it  every  facilitv— at  lesit, 
he  could  consent  to  throw  no  obstiuetkNa 
in  the  way,  by  tying  up  the  hands  of  the  hfisis* 
ture,  and  depriving  them  of  this  TaluablssDd 
important  power. 

Mr.  DoNALosoN  said  : 

The  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^,  (BAr.  Spen- 
cer,) had  enquired  what  necessity  there  codu  be 
to  create  a  debt,  if  the  money  was  already  m  tbe 
treasury.  There  might  be  surplus  money  in  tbe 
treasury,  annually,  to  double  the  amount  of  the 
interest  on  the  loan  proposed  to  be  made,  thai 
fiunishii^  a  large  smking  Amdlbr  tibtnoaoi^ 
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tionofthe  principal  within  a  reasonable  time; 
and  yet  there  mi^nt  not  be  enough,  without  the 
aid  of  a  loan,  to  accomplish  the  object  desired 
as  earl  J  as  it  ought  to  be  accompltsihed.  A  pub- 
lie  woric  of  irop«trtance  might  leadily  be  comple- 
ted in  a  couple  of  years,  bj  means  or  »uch  a  loan, 
whilst  the  loan  would  be  paid  oif  in  the  course  of 
too  or  fifteen  years.  Without  the  loan,  the  rer- 
enoes,  on  which  it  would  be  based,  could  not  be 
made  aTailable  to  construct  the  same  work  with- 
in a  shorter  period  than  the  whole  ten  or  fifteen 
yean. 

TUkcentleoian  from  Queen  Anne's,  had  once 
been  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways  and 
meant  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  he  surely 
knew  enough  of  finance  to  understand  that. 

A  few  words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Carroll,  (Mr.  Brown.)  He,  [Mr.  D.,]  had  cer- 
tainly expected  when  that  gentleman  rose,  that 
lie  would  take  the  same  side  with  himself.  That 
^ntleman  had  yesterday  treated  us  to  a  philippic 
u  relation  to  our  chaining  down  the  legula- 
tate. 

Mr.  BaowN  interposed,  and  said,  he  had  yes- 
terday stated,  that  he  would  go  to  chain  down 
the  legislatare  m  relation  to  this  Tcry  matter. 

Mr.  DotfALnsoN  continued.  The  gentleman 
jeaterday  had  deliYered  a  philippic  against  the 
CoDTentioo,  because  of  the  checks  it  was  impos- 
ingUDon  the  legidaturo.  He  had  declared  that  the 
legislature  was  the  people's  body,  that  through  it 
the  people  expresiied  their  wishes,  that  it  was 
their  roice,  and  that  these  restraints  upon  it  were 
in  the  last  degree  improper;  he  had  confidence  in 
the  people,  and  the  peopled  delegates,  and  was 
ready  to  trust  them.  On  this  theme,  he  was  so 
warm,  so  earnest,  so  vehement,  that  he  became 
almoet  eloquent.  He  was  then  willing  that  a 
mere  majority  of  a  quorum  should  pass  laws  af- 
fecting our  dearest  rights  and  interests;  yet  now 
he  would  not  trust  the  same  legislature,  although 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  elected  were 
lequiiita  for  the  passage  of  a  law,  and  although 
the  ioope  of  that  law  was  restricted  by  certain 
important  conditions.  This  is  chaining  down  the 
knslature  with  a  Tengeance. 

Mr.  D.  said,  that  no  man  could  be  more  op- 
potad  than  himself  to  wild  schemes  of  internal 
improvement  He  repeated,  that  he  would  not 
advocate  the  imposition  of  taxes,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  such  expenditures.  It  was  better,  in 
ganeral,  to  leave  such  undertakings  to  private 
capital  and  enterprise.  But  he  conkl  not  consent 
to  deprive  the  State  of  the  power  to  use  her  own 
nrplua  receipts  hereafter,  in  the  manner  which 
mipit,  at  the  Ume,be  most  conducive  to  her  pros- 
peritjr.  Grentlemen  ought  not  to  let  themselves 
oe  frighted  from  their  propriety,  by  the  alarming 
■  apprehensions  which  had  been  indulged,  in  re- 
gard to  this  subject  It  was  the  part  of  siates- 
meo  to  restrict  a  power,  so  as  to  prevent  its 
sibme;  but  not  to  destroy  the  power,  if,  under  pro- 
perguarda,  it  could  be  uesd  beneficially. 

Mr.  McLawb  said,  he  supposeu  tliat  the  re- 
■trietion  whieh  was  contained  in  the  bill,  was  a 
lemon  we  had  derived  from  experience;  and  that 
it  was  DOW  propoaed  to  engraft  upon  the  legisla- 


tion of  the  State  some  provision  which  would  for 
the  time  to  come,  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the 
evils  under  which  wc  were  now  laboring. 

He  concurred  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Carroll,  (Mr.  Brown,)  that  the 
necessity  of  taxation  was,  after  all,  the  great  &e- 
c  jrity  which  we  possessed  against  abuses  by  the 
legislature,  of  the  power  to  contract  debts. 

I  believe,  (continued  Mr.  McL.,)  that  no  gen- 
tleman who  listens  to  me  this  day,  entertains  a 
doubt,  that,  if,  at  the  time  we  became  involved 
in  our  present  enormous  debt,  those  who  con- 
tracted it,  had  been  compelled  at  the  same  time 
to  provide  by  taxation  for  its  payment,  that  debt 
never  would  have  been  created.  Does  not  every 
man  know,  that  whei  this  pyntem  was  commenc- 
ed, it  was  repre«ented  and  believed,  that  the  rev- 
enues to  be  derived  from  our  great  system  of  in- 
ternal improvements — for  great  1  conceive  it  to 
be— would  more  than  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt 
and  would  open  to  the  State  a  career  of  prosper- 
ity and  success,  not  easily  computed  r  It  i^entle- 
men  will  look  back  to  the  elaborate  reports  made 
at  th^time,  and  to  the  constant  calculations  pre- 
sented to  the  public,  they  will  find  that  every 
man  dreamed  tnat  he  was  about  to  reach  a  new 
El  Dorado.  Taxation  was  to  exisi  no  longer — 
public  debt  was  to  become  an  obsolete  idea. 
These  work«  were  to  bring  upon  us  a  flood-tide 
of  prosperity  and  advancement,  which  was  to 
know  no  ebb,  which  was  to  be  felt  to  all  time, 
and  throughout  ail  the  various  interests  of  the 
State. 

What  was  the  result.'  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  would  depreciate  these  works.  But  I  think 
that  the  imagination  which  can  now  look  forward 
to  so  early  a  fruit  from  them,  is  about  as  vague 
and  insuUtantial,  as  thatwhich  in  the  first  in- 
stance led  us  astray.  There  are,  within  the)K>und 
of  my  voice,  men  who  will  live  to  realize  that 
many  of  these  calculations  are  as  empty  and  as 
deceptive,  as  those  which  tempted  us  to  the  crea- 
tion of  the  debt;  though  some  of  them  will,  no 
doubt,  be  realized. 

The  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  [Mr. 
Donaldson,]  always  able,  and  always  ready,  has 
submitted  a  proposition;  and  what  is  it?  He 
proposes  to  confer  upon  the  legislature,  the 
power  to  contract  debts  for  public  works — mere 
public  works.  And  they  are  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts,  not  by  taxation,  but  by 
other  means.  And  what  other  means  does  tlie 
gentleman  contemplate  ?  The  revenue  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  public  works.  Well— some  ten 
or  fifteen  years  hence,  we  may  realize  some  five, 
or  six,  or  perhaps  more,  hundred  thousand  dol- 
Ijrsa  year,  from  these  works;  some  grand  scheme 
uniting  the  interesti  of  all  parties,  may  be  brouzbt 
before  the  Legislature,  and  we  may  be  told  that 
no  taxation  is  to  grow  out  of  it.  We  have  an  in- 
come of  five  or  SIX  hundred  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  and,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  apprehen- 
sion that  we  shall  ever  suffer  taxation  for  the 
payment  And  the  Legislature — yes,  two- thirds 
of  both  branches — not  from  any  improper  motive, 
but  from  a  just  appreciation  of  public  sentimem^ 
at  the  time,  and  tt^im  in  Voi«aX  wwNrSsssii^^^ 
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they  are  promoting  the puhlic  intciests,  mftj jpass 
the  bill;  and  in  two  or  tnree  years  afterwards,  it 
may  be  discovered  that  the  work  is  to  cost  quad- 
ruple the  amount  which  was  estimated,  and  a 
debt  would  then  be  created.  Have  we  had  no 
lessons  on  that  point  ?  How  much  were  our  pub- 
lic works  estimsted  to  co<t  when  the  eight  mil- 
lion bill  wai  passed,  under  all  tlie  allurements 
which  surrounded  it?  What,  1  say,  was  the 
estimate?  Three  millions  for  the  construction 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  three 
millions  or  a  little  more  for  the  construction  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  to  Cumberland. 
Let  us  look  back  to  the  estimate,  and  then  see 
what  has  h^n  the  cost.  Three  millions  of  dol- 
lars? Why,  sir,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road has^lready  cost  six  or  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars- 
Mr.  Mebrick  interposed,  and  said  that  the 
gentleman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  Baltimore  atid  Ohio  Rail- 
road, was  only  three  millions  of  dollarsr.  It  was 
three  millions  from  the  State — three  millions 
from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  other  income 
from  private  subscriptions.  ^ 

Mr.  McLanb.  (continuing.)  Tbo  gentleman 
can  notice  hereafter  any  thing  1  may  «ay.  The 
state  of  my  health  is  such,  that  1  cannot  say  the 
little  I  desire,  with  any  satisfaction  to  myself, 
and  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  answer  his  enqui- 
ries. If  the  fact  is  as  tlie  gentleman  states  it  to 
be,  so  much  Uie  worse.  It  was  not  a  true  esti- 
mate. May  not  the  same  thing  happen  again? 
What  public  work  is  ever  estimated  at  its  actual 
cost?  I  never  heard  of  such  a  case,  nor  du  I 
think  it  will  over  occur.  The  Legislature  and 
the  people  will,  therefore,  find  themselves  in- 
volved in  a  debt  greater  than  was  at  first  contem- 
plated, on  account  of  the  cost  and  extravagance 
of  the  work.  Then  difficulties  may  arise  in  the 
course  of  trade,  and  our  public  works  may  cease 
to  yield  a  revenue.  The  debt  is  contracted  up- 
on the  gronnd  that  we  have  funds  coming  into  tlie 
treasury  to  pay  the  interest,  and  by  tlie  progres- 
sive increase  of  the  funds  from  these  works,  to 
reimburse  the  principal.  But  trade  stops  or  falls 
ofi*— or  is  diverted  mto  other  channels.  Rival 
works  spring  up.  We  do  not  continue  to  receive 
the  income  upon  which  wc  had  calculated.  Will 
not  taxation  lollow  ?  And  will  Tiot  the  public  bo 
drawn  into  a  debt,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
which  will  be  an  incumbrance  upon  ihem  and 
their  posterity,  to  the  end  of  time,  for  ought  that 
we  can  £iee,  just  as  wc  of  this  generation  are  in- 
cumbered now  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  our  great 
security  lies  in  a  rigid  adherence  to  this  princi- 
ple— that  when  our  law-givers  create  a  debt,  the 
burthen  of  which  is  to  rest  upon  us  and  our  pos- 
terity, we  should  know  and  understand  that  we 
are  to  be  taxed  for  its  redemption.  We  shall  then 
scrutinize  the  law  closely,  and  see  that  wo  are 
not  unwarily  betrayed  into  such  a  commitment 
of  the  public  funds'.  Can  any  iniury  result  from 
the  adoption  of  this  principle?  It  prevails  else- 
where. If  the  construction  of  a  great  public 
work  should  be  demanded  by  the  interests  of  the 
Slate,  and  the  money  should  be  expended,  my 
word  for  it,  the  people  will  pay  the  tax  when 


once  convtnced  of  the  necessity  of  the  work. 
But  I  hope  that  this  Convention  will  nerer  put 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  led  on  by 
flattering,  perhaps  fonclfViI,  calculations  at  to  the 
success  of  public  works,  to  contract  a  debt  to- 
day, counting  upon  resources  which  may  melt 
away  tu-morrow,  and  thun  leaving  a  heavy  tax 
upon  the  people.  It  is  this  against  which  1  pro- 
tesL 

I  will  say  one  word  in  relation  to  tlie  second 
clause  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentlenan  from 
Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Donaldson,)  to  which,  ai  be 
explains  it,  I  cannot  see  any  gntit   oUeclioD. 


But  1  am  afraid  of  the  consequences ; 
BO  when  I  refleet  on  the  reroaria  of  gentlemen  in 
the  course  of  this  debate — when  we  ere  told  that 
we  ought  to  ifive  to  the  Legislature  the  power  to 
make  these  contracts  becauve  monej  is  becoming 
very  Taluable — ^that  the  interest  of  money  will 
fall  soon  to  three  per  cent. — that  we  may  pay  our 
existing  debt,  now  bearing  interest  at  six  per 
cent.,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  rise  of  money; 
and  that,  therefore,  it  is  wise  to  giro  the  Legisla* 
ture  the  power  to  do  it. 

I  am  not  of  that  school  of  financiers  who  attach 
much  credit  to  this  view  of  the  subject.    1  think 
that  the  lesson  taught  by  the  younger  Pitt,  at  a 
moment  when  he  was  tempting  the  Britiah  natioe 
into  a  large  amount  of  public  debt  fur  the  pnws 
cut  ion  of  the  war  with  France,  should  not  be  hist 
upon  us.    If  gentlemen  would  read  his  apeeefae* 
and  refer  to  the  national  history  of  that  day,  they 
would  be  led  to  think  that  in  a  very  few  yean 
the  whole  public  debt  of  Inland  would  be  paid. 
Look  at  the  fact.    I  think  that  the  general  mis 
is  a  sound  one,  that  money  is  alwaya  worth  iti 
real  value,  and,  if  by  the  iiuctuations  iDcideatto 
it,  a  man  gives  six  dollars  for  a  hat  one  day  and 
three  dollars  the  next,  it  is  just  the  aame  thiw; 
he  is  paying  the  same  value  for  the  hat  when  as 
gives  three  dollars  for  it  as  when  he  givea  sis. 
And  the  notion  which  is  started  as  to  the  rise  or 
diminution  in  the  value  of  money — (I  speak  with 
no  disrespect  to  the  argument  ot  the  eentleoisD 
on  the  other  side,  for  whom  1  entertain  a  high 
esteem,) — but  I  assure  him,  that  all  such  notiooi 
have  gone  into  the  category  of  political  aichs- 
mies.    The  rule  is  not  a  sound  one ;  and  any  mh 
tion  which  expects  to  pay  its  public  debtby  bor* 
rowing  money  at  three  per  cent,  to  get  rid  of  a 
debt  at  six,  will  find  that  it  hai  made  no  baigam. 
I  hope,  ilierefore,  that  tlio  Convention  will  loci 
to  this  OS  a  great  and  grav<^  subject.     Some  gen- 
tlemen have  come  here  with  one  idea  of  leform 
and  bomu  with  another.    I  confess,  that  one 
great  duty  which  I  felt  it  incumbent  upon  ne  to 
dischai^  when  1  came  here  was,  to  plaee  sons 
salutary  restriction  on  the  power  of  the  LagilU- 
ture  as  to  tlie  creation  of  a  public  debt    1  live  in 
a  State  of  which  I  feel  sincerely  proud,  whether 
I  regard  the  past  or  the  present,  or  look  forward 
to  the  future — a  State  abounding  in  all  the  ete> 
ments  of  prosperity — a  great  ami  growing  ecB- 
monwealth — fettered  and  tied  down  by  a  debt 
which  at  one  period  almost  jeoparded  her  repu- 
tation, but  whKh  was  rescued  by  the  exertiotf 
of  many  enlightened  and  patriotic  men,  and  pro- 
bably  by  none  more  so  than  tl^e  gaDtlcoMn  fren 
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m  Amndd,  (Mr.  DonaldMO.)  Thtt  it  iu 
r  drawtitek— Its  oolj  a? il ;  a  great  debt  in- 
rwl  umUr  themott  promising  auspices  and  the 
t  Aatterioc  inducements  and  calculations  of 
|Mritj.  And,  liere  we  are,  at  this  hour,  la- 
ag  under  this  great  incubus.  Let  us  prevent 
•eurrence  for  the  time  to  come,  is  there 
thing  so  tempting  to  iodiTiduals,  States  or 
imuDitiee  as  the  contnction  of  debt  ?  Do  we 
all  know— every  one  of  us— that  our  judg- 
its  will  be  tempted  into  flattering  speculations, 
doubting  that,  in  the  course  of  a  tew  months 
rMrS|^we  may  double  our  ventures?  The 
a  faelng  enten  into  States.  I  desire  to  guard 
iast  all  such  temptations.  Let  us  say  to  the 
jUature,  if  you  choose  to  construct  public 
ta,  we  require  you,  at  the  same  time  that  you 
ila  the  debt,  to  lay  surh  a  tax  as  will  pay  the 
laii  and  the  principle ;  for  then,  and  not  oth- 
iM,yoa  will  be  under  a  just  responsibility  to 
r  constituents. 

kt  a  MMMnent  in  public  affairs  when  upon  this 
ila  nation— as  well  as  upon  the  Sutes— a 
t  burthen  of  debt  was  resting  heavily,  1 
id.  In  my  humble  way,  and,  of  course, 
f  throoch  private  channels,  that  a  great  mea- 
I  of  refief  should  be  proposed  by  which  the 
Mral  Government  would  assume  all  the  debts 
ha  States  u[>on  one  single  condition-Hthat  the 
laa  should  incorponte  in  their  fundamental 
,  an  irrepealable  provision  thai  no  State  debt 
aid  ever  again  be  contracted  without  the  im- 
illon  of  a  Ux  for  iu  liquidation.  I  believe 
t  aiiBh  a  measure  would  have  been  wise  for 

eoontry — wise  for  the  government  of  tlie 
oo,  wise  for  the  governments  of  tbe  States, 
paia  now,  that  the  creat  bane  of  our  prosper 
IS  the  contraction  of  large  debts  under  tempt- 
dreumstancea;  and  that  the  greatest  security 

ea»  aiford  to  the  people  will  be,  that  theae 
la  shall  no  longer  be  contracted  unless  the 
loej  is  so  great  as  to  justify  a  system  of  tax- 
n  to  pay  for  it. 

have  felt  it  my  duty  to  myself  and  my  con- 


ita,  earnestly  to  invoke  the  Convention  not 
m  open  thu  door— bat,  looking  to  it  as  the 
It  medium  by  which  the  evils  that  afflict  us 
a  crept  in  upon  tbe  State,  to  close  it  now  and 
>var,  that  we  may  relieve  ourselves  and  our 
tarity  from  the  apprehension  of  their  recur- 


bma  explanations  passed  between  Mr.  Mo- 
ra and  Mr.  Maaaica — aft^r  which 
Ir.  MsaaicK  said,  his  only  object  in  the  re- 
ilnliehad  made,  was  to  show  that  there  were 
at  fluctuations  in  tbe  value  of  money;  and  that 
liaiiga  was  now  uking  place  in  that  values  to 
advantage  of  debtors,  that  is,  the  rate  of  in- 
Ml— the  price  of  money  was  falling,  and  would 
liably  become  very  low.  The  honorable  gen- 
aao  says,  mooev  always  maintains  its  own 
oa.  That  may  be  so  when  considered  separ- 
ly;  but  the  proper  mode  of  considering  it, 
on  to  me  to  be,  to  view  it  relatively.  And 
var^  illustration  which  the  gentleman  gives, 
ras  ha  great  relative  fluctuation,  and  the  po- 
rn I  have  aasumed,  to  be  correct  He  says  he 
fws  ha  can  at  one  time  purchtae  a  bat  for 
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three  dollars,  and  at  another  time  he  will  have  to 

Sive  six  dollars  for  the  same  or  a  similar  hat;  and 
lis  difference  I  contend,  if  it  arise  from  the  state 
of  the  money  market,  proves  the  fluctuations  in 
the  value  of  money.  Like  every  thing  else,  the 
value  of  money  is  regulated  by  the  relations  be- 
tween supply  and  demand. 

If  money  becomes  abundant,  the  supply  of 
all  other  things  purohased  with  money  remain- 
ing the  same,  the  price  of  these  other  things 
will  rise  in  proportion  to  tbe  increase  in  the 
supply  of  money;  and  if  the  supply  of  money  be 
douoled,  the  three  dollar  hat  will  comnuind  six 
dollars— three  dollan  is  still  three  dollars,  and 
six  dollars  is  still  six  dollars — but  it  now  rrquirea 
six  dollare  to  procure  the  same  amount  of  proper- 
ty, or  the  products  of  labor,  as  three  dollars 
would  before  command.  This  is  certainly  true, 
and  the  jcraat  confusion  of  ideas,  the  apparent 
conflict  of  (acts  and  consequent  difficulty  in  as- 
certaining the  truth  intuch  cases,  arises  from  the 
fact,  that  there  are  most  frequently  vai'ious  causes 
operating  to  affect  values  and  prices;  some  known, 
and  some  jinseeo  and  unknown  at  the  time.  The 
supply  of  a  particular  product  of  industry  may 
increase  more  rapidly  than  the  increase  of  the 
supply  of  money,  though  both  are  iocreasing;  and 
of  course,  in  that  case,  the  value  or  price  of  that 
product  would  not  increase.  So  there  may  be 
greater  facility  or  economy  introduced  in  the 
production  or  manufacture  of  any  article  of  com- 
merce, simultaneousW  with  the  influx  of  a  greater 
supply  of  money — of  course  the  money  price  of 
the  article  so  more  cheaply  produced,  cioes  not 
rise.  And  so  might  a  thousand  instances  be 
cited  of  interfering  ciroumstances  which  modify 
or  destroy  the  effect  of  the  general  law,  and 
seemingly,  but  In  the  seeminjir  only,  contradict 
it.  The  Uw  is  fiied  and  certam,  and  operates  aa 
unerringly  as  gravitation;  and  as  well  may  it  be 
said,  that  the  laws  of  gravitation  are  not  unerr- 
ing, because  some  heavy  body  is  upheld  by  a  coun- 
teracting force;  as  it  may  be  said  that  superabun- 
dance of  money  will  not  occasion  low  rates  of  in- 
terest, and  an  advance  in  the  prices  of  other  arti- 
cles, of  which  the  supply  continues  the  same, 
because  in  some  instances  other  causes  of  suflicieut 
force  are  operating  to  prevent  this  result. 

1  have  said,  this  change  in  the  relative  value 
of  money  and  stocks,  and  other  articles  of  com- 
merce, was  now  taking  place,  and  was  likely  to 
increase  to  great  extent ;  and  we  all  see  the  evi- 
dences of  the  fact  every  where  around  us.  A 
state  of  the  money  market  has  arisen,  and  u 
about  to  arise,  greatly  advantageous  to  debton, 
and  I  wished  the  SUte,^tberefore,  to  be  left  with 
power  to  turn  to  tbe  benefit  of  her  tax-paying 
people,  the  advantages  this  change  will  offer. 
We  have  passed  through  a  season  of  severe  money 
pressure— great  depression  of  prices.  The  pen- 
dulum is  now  oscillating  to  the  other  side,  and  I 
desire  to  leave  the  Legislature  power  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  favorable  oscillation.  Credit  has, 
for  a  long  time  been  depressed  ;  stocks  have  been 
low ;  the  Legislature  have,  all  along,  had  thisi 
power;  and  to  deprive  them  of  it,  to  letter  their 
hands  now,  would  be  about  aa  wUi^  a&  S^.  ^^>^*^ 
be  for  a  tobacco  (\atk\At^  ^\v^i  Wv  ^\aw^  >^x^ 
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long  course  of  yean  in  which  tobacco  has  been 
•o  low  as  not  to  pay  the  expense  of  production, 
continued  the  cultivation  oi  it,  to  abandon  the 
cuitiyation  now,  when  the  article  has  become 
▼erv  high  and  will  rapidly  enrich  its  produce ri. 
I  illustrate  by  tobacco  planters,  because  it  iaf  apt 
to  the  purpose,  and  there  are  many  g;entlemen 
around  me  engaged  in  its  cultivation. 

Tie  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  as  fast  as  you 
pleaae,  in  regard  to  contracting  fwther  debt,  or 
engaging  in  other  works  of  internal  improvement, 
but  leave  them  the  power  to  take  advantage  of 
the  coming  change  in  affairs,  by  paying  off  as 
much  of  her  existing  debt  as  they  can,  by  new 
stocks  bearing  a  le«s  rate  of  interest.  Every 
dollar  we  can  save,  is  important  to  the  people, 
and  if  the  opportunity  offers,  as  I  believe  it  will, 
I  wish  to  see  the  Legislature  have  the  power  to 
substitute  for  our  present  six  and  five  per  cent, 
stocks,  stocks  bearing  only  three  or  three  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  thus  saving'several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars' annually,  until  the  whole  debt  is 
paid  off. 

Mr.  Jenifer  desired  to  offer  an  timendment, 
(which  was  not  now  in  order.) 

Mr.  J.  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  it 
at  the  proper  time.  He  believed  that  the  time 
might  come  when  it  would  be  extremely  impor- 
tant that  such  a  power  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Legislature.  Its  exercise  might  be  impor- 
tant to  the  prosperity  of  the  State.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  necessary  to  guard  such  a  power  as 
rigidly  as  possible.  The  past  experience  of  the 
State  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  this.  It  might 
be  possible  that  danger  might  be  apprehended  to 
the  State  from  the  very  prosperity  which  would 
result  from  these  works,  if  the  state  of  things 
which  gentlemen  anticipated  should  be  realised. 
He  would  therefore  place  proper  restrictions 
upon  the  power,  though  tie  believed  that  its  ju- 
dicious exercise  might  be  attended  with  benefit 
to  the  State. 

Mr.  J.  then  read  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Spencer  said,  the  gentleman  from  Charles, 
had  indicated  no  opposition,  by  his  argument,  to 
any  portion  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Anne  Arundel.  The  propo^^ition  met  with 
his  entire  opposition.  He  looked  upon  it,  as  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  he  had  encountered.  It 
positively  opens  the  door  to  further  specula- 
tion in  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  is 
advocated  by  the  mover,  for  that  very  reason.  In 
the  Constitution  which  we  are  about  to  amend, 
no  such  express  power  is  found.  It  was  assumed 
by  construction.  And  now  when  the  people  are 
sore  upon  the  subject,  and  wholly  opposed 
to  ail  such  schemes,  and  actually  expect  at  our 
hand,  a  restriction  on  the  legislature  in  this  parti- 
cular, the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel  pro- 
poses, b^  express  provision,  to  give  the  Legisla- 
ture the  power  to  do  so.  Adopt  his  section,  and 
the  Legislature  will  have  the  power  to  subscribe 
to  any  work,  and  to  provide  the  ways  and  means 
at  their  discretion,  to  support  it.  1  beg  the  gen- 
tleman to  turn  to  the  Constitution,  and  lay  his 
finger,  if  he  can,  on  any  part  of  it,  which  author- 
ized the  Legislature  to  embark  in  such  works. 
From  the  rcry  beginning  of  this  syslein  of  legisla- 


tion the  power  had,  bj  many,  been  denied.  He, 
[Mr.  S.,]  had  at  all  times  denied  that  the  Legit- 
lature  oould  make  appropriatioos  of  nooey  or 
State  credit,  for  such  purpoees.  And  when  the 
Legislature  found  it  neeenary  to  impoae  a  diieet 
tax  upon  the  people,  the  unpreeedeoted  oatrafe 
was  practised  of  mf erting  a  proviiion  io  the  law, 
denying  to  the  people  the  benefit  of  the  wiedooi 
and  learning  of  the  court  of  appeals,  on  the  eon- 
stitutionality  of  the  law.  Yea,  sir;  by  the  act  of 
Assembly  imposing  the  tax,  the  oooit  of  appeals 
were  directed  not  to  entertain  any  questioa  as  to 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Cecil,  had  eloqaently  pie- 
tured  the  delusions  under  which  the  people  foled 
when  this  system  was  imposed  upon.  He  had 
beautifully  painted  its  evils,  and  be,  (Mr.  8.,) 
would  not  follow  in  the  same  field.  He  woeli 
content  himself,  by  saying,  he  was  oppoasd  Is 
the  whole  system  of  internal  inlpro▼eBMali^ 
whether  there  be  a  surplus  in  the  treaaory  oraot. 
He  was  opposed  to  it  bMscause  it  opened  tiie  door 
to  abuse  and  corruption.  It  was  well  known, 
that  they  had  already  assuiied  a  party  east,  aad 
were  used  for  party  purposes  by  tke  legblataie» 
Originally,  the  Gtivernor  had  the  appowtaeet, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  of  the  8lals% 
agents.    The  power   was  taken  from  tnai  and 

?;iven  to  the  ]egislature,and  in  order  to  prevent  it 
rom  passing  out  of  the  hands  of  the  party  thsa 
in  the  ascendant,  by  an  act  of  the  le|^atiire,thB 
agents  then  in  office  were  to  continue  in,nBtil  rs- 
moved  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  the  Senate  mi 
House  of  Delegates.  Kvery  body  undentaadi 
the  etfect  of  sucn  legislation. 

It  was  not  his  purpose  now  to  dwel)  on  tkt 
evil  of  the  system.  He  had  been  always  oppond 
to  it.  It  needed  no  argument  now  to  ezpois  itf 
and  he  was  well  satisfied  that  this  CoDveauoe, 
instead  of  authorising  the  leaislatore  to  eocoorace 

I  them,  would  inhibit  the  authority  of  the  Legidr 

{ ture  altogether. 

Mr.  Thomas  expressed  his  readinen  to  veto 
for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fren 
Queen  Anne^s,  (Mr.  Spencer.)  To  that  eztsst 
he  was  willing  to  go;  but  nothing  less  than  that 
would  satisfy  the  people  he  represented.  If 
there  was  any  one  sentiment  against  which,ofsr 
all  others,  they  felt  an  unmitig^ated  hostilitj^i  A 
was  that  of  the  power  exercised  by  the  Ispds- 
ture  to  make  appropriations  for  the  constrwliaB 
of  roads  and  canals.    And   in  this  sentineat  he 

^ad  fully  and  uniformly  concurred,  from  the  year 
1827  to  this  hour;  and  such  was  the  feeling  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  part  of  the  State  whidi 
he  represented.  And  the  confidence  which  bii 
constituents  felt  in  the  accordance  of  his  MBti- 
roents  with  theirs,  had  been  the  cause  of  Um  boa- 
or  ho  now  enjoyed  in  being  their  organ  ea  tkis 
floor. 

He  had  never  considered  the  conetniotioB  of 
roads  and  canals  as  coming  within  the  legitiBste 
duties  of  government.  To  cherish  the  intaisiti 
and  protect  the  rights  of  the  people  constitalid 
its  great  duties.  And  in  the  perfonaanee  sf 
those  duties,  he  would  ever  be  ready  to  readsr 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  But  never  woeU 
ho  give  his  coDseDt  that  the  legiilntan  ibooM 
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nbark  in  magnificent  Mhemes  of  internal  im- 
rofement,  whieh  must  alwajs  result  in  fixinr  an 
oeroos  tax  on  tbe  people;  and  this,  he  said,  in 
le  face  of  all  the  glowing  descriptions  of  the 
Mrtimable  blessings  which  would  result  from 
ioding  all  the  remote  regions  of  our  wide  spread 
MBliy  in  one.  He  had  never  given  a  vote  for 
B  appropriation  for  such  a  purpose,  until  the 
lata  was  so  deeply  involved  by  the  extent  to 
'bieh  they  had  been  carried,  that  it  was  deemed 
weaaarj  to  earry  tbe  works  through,  to  give 
•r  a  chance  of  extrication. 

It  was  when  the  Delaware  and  Cheitapeakc 
mat  waa  before  the  House,  that  he  took  the  re- 
MMiaibility  of  differing  from  his  constituents, 
id  voted  in  favor  of  a  small  appropriation.  He 
aa  a  representative  in  the  House  ot  Delegates 
1 18t7,  and  his  name  was  not  to  be  found  on  the 
soord  daring  that  session  in  favor  of  any  appro- 
riatioo  of  the  kind.  He  recollected  a  conver- 
itioo  he  had,  at  that  time,  with  a  gentleman 
YNB  Baltimore  who  came  here  for  the  purpose 
flatting  tbe  aet  incorporating  the  Baltimore 
id  Ohio  rail  road  through  the  legislature.  Af- 
ir  listeoiog  to  the  extravai^ant  descriptions  of 
M  advanuges  to  be  derived  from  this  work, 
M  favorable  estimates  as  to  its  cost,  and  the 
■a  when  it  could  be  completed,  he  well  remem- 
N«d  his  reply  to  the  gentleman,  aAer  he  had 
ated  that  be  only  asked  an  appropriation  of 
W,ono.  **If  thecapiulistsof  your  city  are  so 
all  convinced  of  the  great  protits  which  must 
iema  from  this  work,  how  happens  it  that  they 
ife  not  embarked  in  the  enterprise?^*  He  was 
vara  that  gentlemen  who  engage  in  specula- 
ra  undertakings,  sometimes  deceive  themselves. 
It  it  was  generally  found  that  those  works  which 
maiaa  the  greatest  amount  of  risk  and  the 
ail  amount  of  profit,  are  the  branches  of  the 
^tem  which  fall  to  the  share  of  the  govem- 
aat. 

Ho  stated  that  he  could  not  support  the  amend- 
eata  offered  bv  the  gentlemen  from  Anne  Arun- 
il  and  from  Charles.  He  could  not,  under  any 
lahination  of  circumstances,  however  flatter- 
g  night  be  tbe  prospect  of  revenue,  consent 
lat  tbe  legblature  should  have  the  power  to 
tti  the  capital  of  the  Slate  for  the  construction 
'any  public  work,  road  or  canal,  which  could 
iva  a  local  and  partial  interest. 
Ha  could  vote  ror  no  proposition  which,  in  any 
'ant  looks  to  the  embarkation  of  the  capital  of 
•  State,  in  any  project  of  internal  improve- 
aDt.  It  might  so  happen  that  a  large  siirplus 
ay  be  in  the  treasury,  which  cannot  be  applied 

tbe  payment  of  the  public  debt  which  is  not 
daemable  for  many  years,  and  the  treasury 
aTy  In  consequence,  be  placed  in  a  perilous  sit- 
lUoo.  And  is  it  difficult  to  see  how,  in  such 
mtf  the  public  money  mucht  l>e  expended?  And 
the  le^Iature  under  such  circumstances  should 
ipropnate  this  surplus  money  to  the  construc- 
Mi  of  public  works,  and  a  sudden  reverse  should 
ke  place,  or  the  works  should  be  slopped,  and 
at  when  tbe  treasut7  is  exJiausted  a  large 
loontof  State  bonds,  or  interest  on  the  debt, 
ould  fall  due,  the  consequenca  would  be  new 
xatkNi. 


So  far  from  tlicre  being  any  desire  among  the 
people  that  the  legislature  shall  have  power  to 
appropriate  mone^  for  roads  and  canals,  that  it 
is  the  universal  wish  that  the  money  may  be  hen- 
I  estly  applied  to  the   payment  of  the  public  debt 
<  and  not  to  the  construction  of  improvements.  We 
I  have  now  a  considerable  surplus  in  the  treaiur}'. 
;  If  it  be  sufTcred  to  accumulate,  it  will  be  larger 
;  next  year,  and  biill  lar;;fr  the   following  year; 
and  are  we    to    empower  the  legislature  to  ex- 
pend this  surplus  on  any  of  these  great  schemes 
of  internal   improvement,    which    are  now  the 
topic  of  conversation?    Are  we  to  throw  this  sur- 
plus out  of  the  treasury  to  be  scrambled  for  by 
schemers  and  stockholders? 

He  was  against  any  such  projects,  with  all  hia 
heart  and  soul.  If  ever  tbe  time  should  come 
when  the  State  internal  improvement  stocks 
shall  become  equal  in  value  to  the  State  bonds, 
I  he  would  be  very  willing  to  exchange  all  the 
stock  held  by  the  State  in  these  internal  improve- 
ment companies  for  the  bonds  of  the  people. 
But  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arundel  looks  to  a  perpetual  connection  between 
the  State  and  the«ie  institutions. 

There  was  great  plausibility,  he  admitted,  in 
another  idea  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman  fcom 
Charles  which  was  very  tempting,  but  the  few 
expressions  from  the  experienced  and  able  states- 
man and  financer,  the  gentleman  from  Cecil, 
would  effectually  counteract  its  influence.  The 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Charles  looked 
to  the  convertion  of  us  into  a  company  of  stock- 
jobbers. It  was  well  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Cecil,  that  all  these  projects  were  delusive  in  a 
great  degree.  If  we  could  be  certain  of  bor- 
rowing at  three  per  cent,  to  pay  off  a  debt  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six  percent.,  >^ith  the  certain- 
ty that  the  relative  value  of  money  and  labor 
would  not  change  its  standard,  there  might  be 
some  reason  for  such  a  movement  and  posterity 
might  be  left  to  pay  the  debt  thus  created  for  the 
payment  of  the  previous  debt.  But  as  the  gettle- 
man  from  Charles  ought  to  perceive,  we  may  hap- 
pen to  borrow  when  labor  and  produce  are  high 
and  money  low,  and  when  we  have  to  pay, 
labor  and  produce  may  have  fallen  one  hundred 
per  cent,  beyond  the  value  at  the  time  when  we 
became  borrowers.  It  was  well  understood  that 
experienced  capitalists  can  foresee  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  money  market,  and  are  always  on 
tlie  alert  to  take  advantage  of  the  changes;  and 
they  are  always  ready  to  flock  round  the  Trea- 
sury when  the  bonds  of  the  State  are  at  the  high* 
est  market  rate.  He  was  opposed  to  giving  the 
Legislature  the  power  to  deal  in  stocks  of  any 
Bort;  while  he  was  anxious  that  we  should  prompt- 
ly discharge  every  dollar  due  from  the  State 
either  for  the  interest  or  the  principal  of  the  pub* 
lie  debt.  And  he  fervently  hoped  that  the  day 
was  not  very  far  distant  when  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  in  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates, or  the  annual  message  of  the  Governor  of 
the  State,  could  cause  a  rise  or  fall  of  public  se- 
curities in  the  market. 

Mr.  Merrice  wished  to  make  a  remark  or  two 
only  in  reply.  The  gentleman  from  Frederick, 
(Mr.  Thomas,)  has  said  that  a  <'Iqnk  t«.\ft  qCV^^kx- 
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est  was  accompanied  by,  and  proved  the  low  price 
of  labor  and  of  the  productions  of  industry.*' 
Now  this  position,  Mr.  M.  considered  essentiallj 
erroneous  and  the  very  reverse  of  the  fact.  A 
low  rate  of  interest  procured  the  abundance  of 
money,  and  abundance  of  money  always  and  in- 
evideutly  produced  enhancement  of  the  price  of 
labor  and  an  increase  in  the  price  of  all  the  pro- 
ductions of  labor;  this  was  plain  to  the  simplest 
understanding;  was  proved  by  every  man^  exp»> 
rience,  and  as  certain  almost  as  a  mathematical 
truth.  As  regarded  supply  and^ demand  and  re- 
lative values— money  and  all  other  articles  of 
oommerce,  the  productions  of  industry,  occupied 
antagonistical  positions — might  be  considered  as 
being  in  opposite  sides  of  a  balance,  whenever 
one  side  went  down  the  other  must  of  necessity 
go  up.  Whenever  money  becomes  plenty  and 
easy  of  procurement  other  things  would  in- 
crease in  their  money  price.  These  truths  had 
been  illustrated  a  thousand  timet,  and  were  illus- 
trated by  the  facts  with  which  we  were  now 
surrounded;  money  is  becoming  plenty,  the  rate 
of  interest  is  falling,  or  what  is  the  same  thing, 
interest  bearing  stoiks  are  rising  in  the  market, 
and  labor,  and  all  the  products  oflabor,  are  con- 
sequently lining,  and  have  greatly  risen  in  price. 
Look  at  your  two  great  staples— cotton  and  tobac- 
co—they are  both  worth  more  than  double  the 
money  they  would  have  commanded  a  year  ago. 
Look  at  the  price  of  slaves,  a  direct  evidence 
here  of  the  value  of  labor;  they  are  now  worth 
and  will  command  nearly  double  the  price  they 
have  sold  for  a  year  since.  The  position  asaum- 
ed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  is  therefore  er- 
roneous, and  this  error  runs  through  his  whole 
argument  and  destroys  therefore  all  its  force. 
But  the  gentleman,  TMr.  Thomas,)  has  said,  if  he 
could  be  certain  of  the  results,  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  borrow  at  three  percent,  and  payoffdebts 
bearing  six  per  cent,  interest.  Can  any  thing 
in  nature  be  more  certain  in  its  results  than  such 
an  operation  ?  Even  if  the  gentleman's  theory 
about  relative  values  and  fluctuations  in  prices, 
were  correct,  still  it  would  not  affect  the  reiulta 
of  such  an  operation.  Suppose  the  time  to  have 
arrived  when  the  State  owing  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  six  per  cent,  bearing  debt,  and  therefore 
paying  annually  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  in- 
terest, when  the  rate  of  interest  is  but  three  per 
cent.,  and  she  can  therefore  borrow  other  ten 
millions  at  three  per  cent,  and  pay  off  with  it  her 
six  per  cent,  debt,  upon  this  new  loan  she  will 
thereafter  have  to  pay  but  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually  for  interest,  and  her  other  debt 
will  be  extinguished.  Will  she  not  urtainly  and 
inevitably  have  made  or  saved  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  annually — the  sum  of 
the  difference  between  the  interest  on  the  new 
loan  and  the  interest  sh^  has  heretofore  paid  and 
would  still  have  had  to  pay  upon  the  old  six  per 
cent,  debt  had  it  not  been  extinguished  in  this 
way.'  Thh  again  is  ceitnin  as  mathematics  and 
figures  can  make  any  thing,  and  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  all  liuctuations  in  prices  and  values, 
let  them  rise  and  fall  as  thoy  will,  or  be  govern- 
ed by  what  laws  you  please.  This  operation  once 
performed,  the  gain  to  the  State  of  tne  tbre^  hun- 


dred thousand  dollars  aimiitlljr  Si  certain,  aiidi 
will  be  80  as  long  as  it  is  certain  that  three  sdMli 
three  make  aii,  or  that  three  is  the  half  of  aix. 
Let  us  illustrate  by  the  case  of  an  individual.. 
Suppoee  some  member  of  this  Convention  to  owe= 
his  neighbor  on  bond  at  aix  percent,  interest,  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  has  therefore  to  pay  him 
three  thousand  dollars  annually.  Another  neirii- 
bor  has  and  is  willing  to  lend  this  debtor  fifty 
thousand  dollars  on  his  bond  at  an  interest  m 
tbive  per  cent.  He  borrows  of  this  latter  neigh- 
bor and  pays  off  the  first,  and  therealler  has  to 
pay  for  interest  but  fifteen  hundred  dollars  an- 
nually! Has  he  not  profitted,  gained  by  the  op- 
eration, or  rather  saved  by  it  one  half  the  inter- 
est on  his  old  debt,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a 
year?  Nothing  could  be  plainer  nor  moie  cei- 
tain. 

He  would  concur  with  the  gentleman  in  re- 
stricting the  power  of  the  Legislature  in  anv 
way,  no  matter  how  closely,  so  as  to  prevent  all 
further  appropriations  to  works  of  Internal  isi- 
provement.  tie  knew  such  a  restrietioD  wooM 
be  desirable  and  acceptible  to  hia  conatitoents— 
and  no  matter  what  might  be  his  individual 
opinions,  knowing  their  wishes,  it  was  his  doty» 
as  it  would  be  his  pleasure,  to  carry  them  inte 
effect  But  he  was  anxious  to  see  the  power  left 
with  the  Legislature  to  avail  thempelvea  of  the 
good  times,  which  were  coming  and  to  eome,  for 
debtors,  to  relieve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  people 
of  Maryland  from  the  burthens  they  had  so  weg 
nobly  and  heroically  borne.  He  was  fully  ana 
sincerely  opposed  to  the  contracting  of  aoy 
further  debt,  whatsoever,  bv  the  Sute.  Bet 
there  was  a  large  debt  yet  to  be  paid  off,  and  for 
its  speedy  payment  he  wished  to  eee  that  lint 
of  policy  pursued,  which  it  appeared  to  himwsf 
equally  dictated  by  plain  common  sense,  and  the 
maxims  of  an  enlightened  political  economy. 

Mr.  Thomas  wished  to  say  a  few  words.  Sop* 
posing  that  the  State  could  borrow  at  a  lovar 
rate  of  interest  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  a 
debt  at  a  higher  rate,  still  he  would  oppoie  the 
transaction,  because  the  lender  would  reqoiie 
that  the  loan  should  run  for  a  long  period,  sod 
the  stock  would  be  an  instrument  for  speeulatioa 
in  the  market.  He  repeated  what  he  bad  bdors 
said,  as  to  the  relative  value  of  money  and  labor, 
and  the  effect  of  the  fluctuations  to  which  they 
are  liable.    In  his  retirement,  be  said,  that  he  had 

Krused  the    message  of  the  late  Governor  of 
aryland,  and,  (he  spoke  with  the  hi^iest  p•^ 
sonal  respect  towards  that  gentleman,)  he  eouM 
not  but  feel  astonished  at  the  doctrines  put  forth 
in  that  message,  in   which  be  recommended  a 
continuance  of  taxation.    Now  he,  (Mr.  T ,)  bad 
alwaya  supposed  that  when  there  was  anysumvi 
in  the  Treasury,  if  there  were  no  bonds  which 
required  payment,  the  surplus  ought  to  be  niard- 
ed  against,  by  the  reduction  of  taxes.  It  ap- 
peared by  the  report  to  the  Legislature,  tut 
there  was  a  surplus  in  the  treasury.    It  woqM 
have  been  proper,  in  these  circumstaaoaa,  ss 
there  are  no  bonds  payable  for  many  yeats  to 
come,  that  the  taxes  would  have  been  diminished. 
He  referred  to  the  period  when,  alter  the  war  of 
the  revolution,  the  general  goTernmeat  bound  it^ 
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t  Itm  sam,  to  enable  her  to  asiume  the 
the  States.  For  that  pun>oae  three  per 
ids  were  issued  by  the  United  States. 
rds,  when  the  treasury  was  full  to  over- 
the  holders  of  these  bonds,  seeing  that  the 
n  the  National  Treasury  would  ha?e  to 
td  to  their  recfemption,  came  to  the  gor- 
and  demanded  their  redemption  at  the 
otie  hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  for 
ars  loaned.  He  was  surprised  that  the 
emor  and  the  Legislature  did  not  reduce 
lusagn  in  the  Treasury,  by  repealing  such 
the  necessities  of  the  State  did  not  re- 
be  continued.  He  wished  the  gentleman 
een  Anne,  so  to  modify  his  amendment, 
ifide  that  hereafter  the  Legislature  ma^, 
it  a  surplus  shall  again  appear  to  be  m 
lury,  reduce  it  in  tne  manner  he  had  in- 
There  was  no  reason  why  the  Legisla- 
oold  not  have  repealed  a  portion  of  the 
It  the  temptation  to  new  inyektmeiita  in 
f  internal  improvement,  carried  them 
It  was  the  doctrine  which  prevailed 
le  people,  that  where  no  debt  calls  for 
;  any  surplus  in  the  treasury  ought  to 
he  reduction  of  taxes  to  that  amount. 
Ml  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^s, 
(tend  his  proposition,  which,  as  it  now 
night  be  made  to  ranction  the  raising  of 
I  He  was  of  opinion,  that  all  these 
expectations  from  the  Chesapeake  and 
lal,  would  not  be  realized  for  a  quarter 
tury,  and  this  impression  made  him  still 
5  cautious  concerning  these  public  works. 
Ted  to  a  section  in  the  ola  law,  which 
y  provides  that  when  the  debt  is  paid,  the 
ihall  be  assigned  to  the  counties  for  their 
and  explained  its  operation  and  the  past 
It  of  its  obligations  by  the  Legislature. 
»r  how  the  daring  pilot  may  disregard 
^rs  ahead,  he  thought  a  careful  course 
>  most  prudent,  and  would,  by  relieving 
payers,  when  we  can  encourage  them  to 
and  cheerful  compliance  with  a  system, 
by  us  all  to  be  unavoidable. 
[saRicK  rose  to  say,  that  having  been  al- 
by  name,  in  connection  with  tho  remarks 
en  had  made  on  the  general  subject  of 
improvements,  he  felt  called  upon  to  re- 
lat  though  he  did  not  wish  now,  nor  was 
proper  time,  to  enter  upon  a  discussion 
arge  subject,  it  was  his  intention  to  avail 
ofthe  first  suitable  opportunity  which 
>resent  iisHf,  to  give  a  detailed  and  cor- 
istory  of  the  progress  of  the  legislation 
lubject,  00  far  at  least,  as  he  had  been 
ed  with  it.  He  was,  to  a  large  extent, 
ible  for  the  legislation  of  that  character, 
lad  taken  place  whilst  he  held  a  seat  in 
I  of  legislation.  He  was  prepared  to  meet 
iponsibility,  and  to  throw  from  himself 
njust  censure,  which  had  been  heaped 
n;  but  he  was  not  responsible  for  the 
Bgement  of  those  who  had  charge  of  the 
themselves,  and  tho  application  of  the 
money— neither  was  he  responsible  for 
SDgM  and  mutilations  which  had  been 
f  Mieeeeding  Legislatures,  In  the  laws  he 


had  been  idMnimental  in  paiaing,  with  the  Tahia. 
ble  aid  and  support  of  Yourself,  Mr.  President,  in 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  But  of  all 
this  I  will  speak  fully  when  the  appropriate  oc- 
casion shall  arise.  I  will,  tlierefore,  content 
myself  now,  witii  saying  in  reference  to  the  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  of  which  1  have 
been  the  steady  and  uniform  advocate — at  the 
lustre  of  the  diamond  cannot  be  destroyed  by  the 
dust  which  may  accummulate  upon  it,  nor  the 
brilliancy  of  the  sun  be  long  hidden  by  the  vapor 
which  may  float  before  his  disc,  so  cannot  the 
magnificence,  the  benificence,  nor  the  wisdom 
of  that  system  of  internal  improvements  be  de- 
stroyed, nor  long  obscured  by  the  clouds  which 
ignorance,  prejudice  or  partizan  zeal,  may  have 
temporarily  heaped  from  it. 

A  very  considerable  revenue  was  now  actual- 
ly being  paid  into  the  treasury  from  those  works 
of  internal  improvement — that  revenue  would 
greatly  and  rapidly  increase  It  was  desirable 
it  should  be  first  applied  to  the  extinguishment 
of  the  public  debt  on  that  account  contracted, 
but  let  it  be  so  applied  in  the  manner  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  State,  and  her  tax-paying  peo- 
ple. 1  his  was  what  he  had  been  all  along  contend- 
ing for,  and  should  contend  for  to  the  last  He 
would  not  now  say  how  soon  it  might  bci  but 
this  he  would  say,  if  the  revenues  of  the  State 
from  these  sources  were  applied  according  to  m 
wise  political  economy,  the  day  was  not  dbtant 
when  all  the  taxes  might  saiely  be  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  DoNALDSoK  said  he  must  again  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  Convention,  that  he  might  re- 
ply to  some  of  the  arguments  which  had  been 
advanced  by  other  gentlemen.  He  felt  impelled 
to  do  so  because  his  views  had  been  somewhat 
misunderstood,  and  he  had  tlius  been  placed  in  a 
position  very  diffeierent  from  that  which  he  real 
iy  occupied.  From  the  couise  of  those  who  op- 
posed his  proposition,  it  would  be  supposed,  that 
be  was  in  favor  of  leaving  to  the  Legislature  the 
most  unrestrained  license  to  embark  in  the  wild- 
est speculations  and  schemes  of  internal  improve- 
ment. But,  In  fact,  he  came  here  with  the  fixed 
determination,  as  far  as  his  exertions  could  avail, 
to  check  the  Legislature  in  its  future  action  upon 
such  subjects.  He  had  always  thought  that  the 
imposition  of  such  restrictions  was  one  of  the 
most  beneficial  reforms  that  this  Convention 
could  make.  He  thought  so  still,  and  he  consid- 
ered his  present  action  consistent  with  that  opin- 
ion. With  almost  all  that  had  been  so  ably  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLane,)  he 
cordially  agreed,  and  his  warnings  proceeded 
from  a  wisdom  which  truly  read  the  histoiy  of 
the  patft.  He,  (Mr.  D.,)  was  in  favor  of  restric- 
tion, so  as  to  remedy  the  abuse  complained  of ; 
but  he  thought  it  improper  and  unwise  to  destroy 
utterly  a  power  which  might  hereafter  be  used 
with  great  advantage  to  the  community.  He 
thought  that  his  substitute  would  effect  all  desira- 
ble restriction,  whilst  it  preserved  the  power. 
He  had  stated  before,  that  in  the  da^s  of  the 
wildest  and  most  extravagant  speculation,  when 
the  whole  country  seemed  poesessed  withamaxivv 
for  grand  projects,  nYoi^iivt^XAX^^i^i^^^^^a^" 
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«d,  af  was  dreamed,  without  placing  any  burdena 
OD  the  property  of  the  people— even  then,  but 
amali  majorities  in  the  Legislature,  and  sometimes 
mere  mmjorities  of  quorums,  had  carried  through 
the  bills  for  internal  improvement,  loans  and  suO- 
aeriptions.  If  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
elected  had  been  required,  as  by  this  substitute, 
those  bills  could  never  have  passed,  and  we  should 
never  have  contracted  the  debts  which  now  press 
upon  at.  What  danger  can  there  be  then  for  the 
future,  after  the  warnings  of  the  past,  when  such 
a  restriction  is  imposed,  and  when,  also,  the  law 
creating  a  debt  must  itself  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  debt,  principal  and  interest, 
either  by  taxation  or  by  revenues  'actually  se- 
cured ?  There  cpuld  be  none ;  and  no  gentleman 
had  attempted  to  answer  this  argument.  He  be- 
lieved it  unanswerable. 

Gentlemen  had  spoken  as  if  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  was 
in  favor  of  appropriating  surplusses  in  the  treasu- 
ry to  other  objects  beside  the  payment  of  the 
foblio  debt,  before  that  debt  was  extinguished. 
le  had  never  dreamt  of  such  a  thing.  In  the 
resumption  law,  which  he  himself  had  drafted, 
all  surplusses  are  expressly  appropriated  to  the 
extinguifhment  of  the  principal  of  the  State  debt. 
That  he  considered  the  true  disposition  to  make 
of  them.  But  if  the  present  tax  system  remain 
undisturbed,  it  will  not  be  a  great  number  of 
years  before  we  shall  be  entirely  relieved  from 
taxation  on  account  of  our  debt ;  and  we  shall 
then  have  in  the  treasury,  derived  from  public 
works,  surplusses  of  which  !»ome  use  or  other 
must  be  made.  He  hoped  we  were  not  making 
a  Constitution  for  ten  years  only,  but  for  half  a 
century  at  least ;  and  we  must  look  to  what  will 
be  our  situation  hereafter,  and  not  take  away 
from  the  Legislature  all  power  of  applying  fundi 
in  the  treasury  to  purposes,  which  may  be  mani- 
festly proper  and  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

The  gentleman  from  Frederick.  (Mr.  Thomas,) 
bad  censured  the  last  message  of  Governor  Philip 
F.  Thomas,  in  which  a  continuation  of  the  system 
of  revenue  now  in  operation  was  recommended, 
on  the  ground  **  that  every  consideration  of  duty, 
economy  and  sound  policy  exacts  the  most  rif^id 
adherence  to  its  provisions,  until  the  last  dollar 
of  the  public  obligation  is  redeemed  and  cancel- 
led." Mr.  D.  said  he  took  the  occasion  to  say, 
that  he  moit  cordially  concurred  in  that  recom- 
mendation, and  he  thought  such  a  course  roost 
just  to  the  creditors,  most  safe  for  the  State,  and 
really  most  advantageous  to  ttie  property  holders 
who  paid  the  taxes.  In  rei^ard  to  the  great  rise 
which  gentlemen  spoke  of  as  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  Staters  purchasing  her  own  stock  in 
the  market,  he  thought  that  it  never  could  take 
place  to  the  extent  apprehended.  It  seemed  to 
DC  forgotten  that  there  were  other  stocks  beside 
those  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  The  stocks  of 
Maryland  were  no  better  secured  than  those  of 
the  tJ.  States,  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Ohio, 
and  others,  the  market  value  of  which  would 
have  much  to  do  in  regulating  that  of  our  own 
State.  These  last  would  prevent  ours  from  ri- 
aing  to  such  an  indeBnite  amount.  He  consider- 
€d,  tkat  we  coald  make  do  better  inTeatment  than 


in  oar  own  debt,  and  that  the  application  of 
plusses  to  that  purpose  would  benefit  aU  property 
m  the  State,  by  hastening  the  entire  relief  froa 
all  taxation. 

If  the  question  now  were,  whether  we  should 
establish  such.a  system  of  internal  improvement 
as  we  long  ago  embarked  in,  be  would  agree 
with  the  genUeman  from  Frederick,  id  his  oppo- 
sition to  it.  But,  as  that  gentleman  declared, 
that  he  had  heretofore  avoided  additional  ap- 
propriations to  complete  works  before  oommeae* 
ed.  in  order  to  save  the  sums  the  State  had  pre- 
viously expended  on  them;  so  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  coo- 
sidered,  that  future  appropriationst  made  from 
surplusses  in  the  treasury,  might  be  properly  ap- 
plied towards  making  those  work»  oiore  efficient 
and  productive. 

The  gentleman  from  Carroll,  (Mr.  Brown,) 
was  for  the  re-payment  of  those  surplusses  into 
the  pockets  of  thepeople.  Mr.  D.  looked  upon 
that  as  impracticable;  but  thought  that  the  aaasa 
end  might  be  accomplished  much  belter  by  ex- 
penditures for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  comiiinni> 
ty,  which  might  be  ensured  by  the  proTtaiona  of 
his  substitute. 

The  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne*s,  (Mr. 
Spencer,)  had  asked,  whence,  under  the  oldeoa- 
stitution,  was  derived  the  power  of  making  aneh 
appropriations  as  had  been  made,  and  bespioke  of 
his  substitute  as  giving  a  power  not  heretoibce 
possessed  by  the  legislature.  Mr.  D.  decUaad 
going  into  an  argument  in  regard  to  a  aaatter. 
which  a  long  course  of  legislation,  and  unlTenal 
acquiescence  therein  had  uoroughly  Battled,  fra- 
suming  that  such  a  powe^  existed  in  the  absanea 
of  any  thing  in  the  constitution  forbidding  it*  hii 
present  proposition  restricted  it,  aa  he  believed, 
wiihin  salutary  limits. 

The  last  clause  of  his  substitute  had  been  ais- 
constrned  by  the  gentleman  who  opposed  iL  At 
present,  the  law  gives  power  to  borrow,  to  sup- 
ply a  temporary  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  tbat 
was  the  main  purpose  of  that  clause.  But  anoth- 
er purpose  was,  that  the  State  might  avail  be^ 
self  of  any  favorable  change  in  the  valoe  of 
money,  in  order  to  pay  off  old  loans  which  had 
become  redeemable,  if  new  loans  of  the  sans 
amount  could  be  made  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest. 
He  did  not  mean,  that  it  would  be  any  baneit 
to  the  State  to  borrow  money  to  buy  up  in  the 
market  at  a  premium,  her  stocks  which  were  aot 
yet  redeemable^  in  order  to  substitute  stocks/ 
bearing  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  That  proee« 
would  come  within  the  censure  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLane,)  of  whose  financial 
ability  he  expressed  the  highest  opinion.  Hs 
concurred  entirely  in  the  views  of  that  gentle- 
man as  to  luch  a  process.  The  error  of  Mr.  Pitt 
as  referred  to,  was,  that  he  issued  large  quanti- 
ties of  government  stocks  at  a  low  rate  of  interest 
receiving  for  them,  a  much  less  amount  tbaa 
their  nominal  value.  These  stocks  could  ooly 
be  redeemed  aflerwards,  by  paying  the  full  noai- 
nal  value,  and  the  rate  of  interest  could  not  be 
lowered  when  money  became  plenty,  if  he  had 
borrowed  money  at  its  real  market  value,  that  is, 
bearing  a  high  rate  of  interest,  he  mlfht,  in  more 
prosperoua  times,  wnen  the  market  rate  wta 


361 


lower,  hav»  ni9A  man%j  to  the  State  by  makii^ 
now  loftM  to  iubetltute  for  the  old.  Although  it 
WM,of  00  edvaDtege,  to  borrow  at  a  low  rate  of 


pablio  iDonej,  but  to  invett  it  in  internal  in* 
provementt)  but,  he  believed,  that  no  new  worki 
would  result  in  adyantage  to  the  State.    We  ean- 


intereet  for   the  purpoie  of  buying  up  at  a  pre-   not  carry  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  beyond 
Biium  alockBnot  yet  redeemable;  yet,  if  thoM    Cumberland,  and  our  railroads  had  already  been 


atoeks  bad  beeone  redeemable,  and  so  could  be 
disebarged  at  par,  and  the  cash  for  their  redemp- 
tion  waa  not  in  this  treasury,  it  cartainly  would 
be  a  great  aaying  to  the  State,  to  borrow  the  sum 
neeeaaary  to^nedeem  them,  at  a  lower  rate  of  in- 
terest, than  we  should  have  to  pay  if  the  old  loan 
eootinued  unredeemed.  If  the  money  was  actu- 
ally in  the  treasury,  of  course  apply  it  lo  the  dis- 


fxtended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State.  He 
wished  now,  while  the  people  of  the  whole  State 
were  suffering  under  the  burden  of  a  public  debt, 
that  the  Legislature  should  be  deprived  of  the 

g[>wer  of  involving  the  State  in  future  difficulties, 
hould  there  be  a  large  surplus  revenue  hereaf- 
ter, of  which  there  was  very  little  prospect,  it 
might  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  countiea  in  re- 


charge of  the  debt;  no  new  loan  would  then  be  I  lieving  them  from  their  annual  county 
neeaaaaiy  or  proper.  Money  certainly  bears  a  j  ments.  Unless  restrictions  were  imposed  on  the 
higher  rate  or  Interest  atone  time  than  at  anoth- :  Legislature,  to  prevent  appropriations  for  works 
er,  and  a  man  who  oontractsa  debt  when  money  I  of  internal  improvement,  he  was  satisfied  the 
iaacaree.  Is  benefitted,  if  money  should  be  abun- 1  people  would  reject  the  Omstitution. 
dant  at  the  time  when  his  debt  becomes  payable.  I  Mr.  BaowN  briefly  stated  his  opinion  that  we 
Of  this,  Mr.  D.  gave  a  familiar  illustration.  i  ought  tu  leave  the  Legislature  untied  in  reference 
Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  sinking  fund  of  \  to  this  subject  of  appropriations ;  although  there 
Mr.  Pitt.  It  was,  indeed,  an  extraordinary  de-  j  were  some  matters  in  which  he  would  feel  no 
Insion  of  thatgreat  man,  though  not  confined  to  |  objection  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  L<^sla- 
hlm.    He  had  looked  upon  a  sinking  ftind  as  if  ture. 

Mr.  DoNALosoN  explained. 
Mr.  jEMiraa,  in  a  very  few  remarks,  defended 
the  late  Governor  of  Maryland  against  the  im- 
puiations  of  the  ^^ntleman  from  Frederick  as  to 
nis  political  opinions.  Differing  as  he  did  from 
the  ex-Governor  in  his  general  political  views, 
there  was  no  act  of  his,  during  his  administra- 
tion, which  had  done  so  much  to  sustain  the  po- 
litical reputation  of  the  State,  as  the  message 
which  had  been  animadverted  upon.  He  hap- 
pened to  be  abroad  at  the  time,  and  he  knew  the 
effect  which  was  produced  by  it  on  our  credit  in 
the  European  market.  The  stocks  of  the  State 
immediately  rose.  If  any  one  act  of  that  gentle- 
aubatitate,  and  be  would,  therefore',  adhere  to  man's  political  life  ought  to  be  selected  above  all 
it  the  rest  (or  its  wisdom,  it  should  be  this,  which 

Mr.  Gnateir  regretted  that  he  came  into  the  i  stemmed  the  tide  of  ruin. 


magical  machine  for  generating 
y,  and  which  of  its  own  efficacy,  indepen- 
deotly  of  taxation,  could  pay  off*  a  public  debt. 
Soch  a  notioB  seemed  to  nave  prevailed  am'^ng 
■awr  in  our  own  State.  But,  in  fact,  our  sink- 
m^  nwd  was  nothing  more  than  the  appropria- 
tioo  at  atated  periods  of  a  portion  of  the  proceeds 
of  tasatioo,  or  other  revenue,  to  the  redemption 
or  eztivgaishnient  of  so  much  of  the  principal  of 
tbo  debt.  Any  other  notk>n  of  it  was  a  fallacy, 
and  one  of  a  moat  dangerous  kind. 

Mr.  D.  ooneluded,  by  saying,  that  he  really 
eouM  not  tee  that  the  dangers  apprehended  by 
geatlemeii  would  arise  from  the  adoption  of  his 


CoDTeniioD  so  late,  as  to  be  prevented  from  hear< 
Ing  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  and  other 
ootleman  who  had  preceded  him.  He  wished, 
however,  to  state  his  objections  to  the  proposi- 
tion. The  amendment  of  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
George,)  was  intended  to  prohibit  debts  from  be- 
ing hereafter  incurred  for  works  of  internal  im- 
ptDvemeot,  while  that  of  the  gentleman  fiom 


Mr.  Thomas  said  that  nothing  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Charles  to  change  his,  (Mr. 
T.*s,)  opinion  on  the  subiect  He  hoped  that  we 
would,  by  paying  our  dents,  hasten  the  day  when 
nothing  said  here  by  a  Governor  of  the  State, 
or  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  i>elegates,  could 
aflfect,  in  any  way,  the  value  of  stocks  abroad. 
He  knew  very  well  how  speculators  could  use 


Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Donaldson,)  provided,  that  a  ;  these  matters  so  as  to  make  iortunes.    They  were 
part  of  the  surplus  revenue  might,  in  a  certain   of  no  advantage  to  holders  of  these  securities  who 


coDtragODoy,  be  applied  to  the  extension  of  such 
worlM.  How  easy  would  it  be  for  the  Legisla- 
tnre,  under  the  influence  of  speculative  and 
nelonary  men,  to  pass  a  law  for  that  purpose. 


held  them  as  permanent  investments.  Althougli 
the  surplus  money  in  the  treasury  might  some- 
times be  employed  to  buy  stocks  when  it  could 
be  done  with  advantage  to  the  State,  they  could 


and  to  provkle,  that  after  the  payment  of  the  \  never  be  used  to  continue  a  system  of  internal 
palilie  debt,  the  surplus  in  the  treasury  should  be  ;  improvements  ;  and  it  was  on  this  point  that  he 


applied  to  the  construction  of  railroads  and 
canals.  It  had  been  estimated  that  the  public 
debt  would  be  exUnguished  in  twelve  years,  but 
vaay  events  might  occur  to  defeat  so  desirable  an 
objeet  Within  the  period  assigned  for  tlie  pay- 
meot  of  the  SUte  debt,  the  United  States  might 
be  Involved  in  a  war,  and,  in  that  case,  our  ef- 
Ibrts  for  that  purpose,  would  be  arrested  for  an 
indofbiite  period.  The  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arondel,  seemed  to  thinx  that  the  time  would 
eonie  when  we  ihall  have  no  other  use  fer  the 


differed  from  the  late  Governor,  although  he  did 
so  with  the  greatest  respect  for  him  personally. 
He  did  not  sec,  however,  how  the  message  could 
have  affected  the  price  of  stocks  in  the  hands  of 
holders,  who  looked  to  the  dividends  on  these 
State  bonds  as  a  means  of  support  for  themselves 
and  their  heirs.  This  claas  of  holders  would  get 
their  quarterly  or  semi-annual  dividends  from  Uie 
treasurer,  whether  the  bonds  were  at>ote  or  be- 
low par  in  the  markets  in  thia  co^KQ^r)  ^\\\2k. 
Europe,  aiid  Yie  wq^<\  ^o  wj{CcC>Xi%>  ^^  -^tssiN.^ 
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sty  nothine,  that  would  interfere  with  that  wise 
policy  of  Uie  State  which  put  the  punctual  pay- 
ment of  such  dividends  beyond  the  reach  of  all 
doubt  or  uncertainty. 

Mr.  CBAMBsas  expressed  an  unwillingness  to 
allow  one  branch  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Frederick  to  pass  without  comment. 

Nothing,  in  his  opinion,  could  be  more  per- 
nicious than  to  inculcate  the  idea  that  we  were 
to  relax  in  our  efforts  to  discharge  the  public 
debt.  He  not  only  agreed  with  the  proposition 
that  honesty  required  a  community  as  well  as  an 
individual  to  pay  his  just  debts  when  he  had  the 
means,  but  he  insisted  that  it  required  the  earnest 
effort  to  procure  the  means. 

He  differed  altogether  with  the  gentleman  on 
another  point.  He  considered  it  the  crowning 
act  of  the  late  Governor's  politics!  life,  that  re- 
gardless of  popular  clamor,  he  had  so  manfully, 
80  faithfully  and  so  judiciously  recommended  a 
perseverance  in  the  system  of  taxation,  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  the  obligatious  of  the 

State.  .     ^  ,  ^  ^. 

Every  one  knows  and  feels  the  force  of  habit. 
Nothing  is  more  repulsive  to  our  nature  than  to 
be  compelled  to  return  to  a  system  of  restraint, 
abstinence  and  privation  after  having  escaped 
from  this  system  to  one  of  indulgence  in  ease  and 
luxury.  The  descent  from  toil  and  labor  and 
privation  to  ease,  abundance  and  extravagance, 
ut  natural  enough,  and  quite  a  comfurtable  tran- 
sition to  most  persons.  But  to  reverse  the  opera- 
tion is  a  terrible  Usk.  This  may  be  said  of  com- 
munities as  well  as  individuals.  We  become 
familiar  with  what  we  have  for  a  long  time  in- 
dulged in,  and  to  those  who  have  no  experience 
with  greater  indulgencies,  their  absence  occa- 
sions much  less  regret  than  to  those  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  enjoy  them. 

He  instanced  the  people  of  England.  They 
esteem  themselves  the  happiest  people  under  the 
sun,  and  enjoying  a  more  perfect  condition  of 
civil  and  political  liberty  than  any  other  nation 
on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

They  have  long  lived  under  the  system  which 
prevails;  they  are  accustomed  to  the  burdens  im- 
posed upon  them,  and  their  condition  and  habits 
in  all  other  respects  conform  to  these  circum- 
stances. Yet  if  the  heavy  taxes,  on  every  comfort 
of  life,  which  they  pay,  should  be  imposed  on  the 
people  of  this  State,  it  would  produce  an  outbreak 
of  feeling  that  would  sweep  from  the  political 
stage,  every  man  who  should  have  participated 
in  bringing  about  such  a  state  of  things.  VV  e  all 
knew  with  what  extreme  difficulty  our  present 
system  of  taxation  was  introduced.  When  his 
friend  over  the  way,  (Governor.  Grason,)  had 
the  firmness  first  to  recommend  a  resort  to  taxa- 
tiou,  neither  the  committee  of  finance  nor  the 
Legislature  would  back  him,  though  of  his  own 
politics. 

Mr.  Sfkncer  explauied  that  he  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  recommended 
a  compliance  wiih  the  opinion  of  the  Governor, 
but  the  committee  did  not  agree  with^him.  i 

Mr.  Chamdrrs  meant  no  unkind  allusion.  It 
/proved  the  want  of  nerve  to  do  an  unpleasant 
ihiDg,  though  necessary  to  prevent  the  degrada- 


tion of  the  State.  We  were  DOw  happQj  and 
rapklly  relieving  ourselves  of  these  oppreistf* 
embarrassments,  and  it  was  with  deep  ragiet  be 
heard  distinguished  gentlemen  suggeat  a  pertial 
abandonment  of  the  only  means  ot  ultimate  end 
early  exoneration.  He  had  risen  only  to  enter, 
as  he  did,  his  humble  protest  agmiost  any  aoch  no- 
tions as  unwise  and  perilous,  inyolyiog,  ea  be 
thought  they  did,  a  very  possible  condition  in 
which  after  being  once  remoyed,  theae  taxes  miglit 
again  become  necessary. 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  as  regards  the  credit  and 
honor  of  the  State,  be  was  ready  to  go  with  any 
gentleman,  to  any  extent,  to  mamtain  them  uo- 
sullied.  The  effect  of  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kent,  would  be  to  raise  the  yalue  of 
stocks  to  the  profit  of  the  speculators  io  stocks, 
but  would  produce  no  advantage  to  the  Mate,  or 
to  those  who  hold  stocks  as  a  permanent  inveH- 
ment.  Speculators  watch  very  astutely  eveiy 
movement  of  this  government,  in  order  to  asosr- 
tain  the  character  of  the  financial  policy  which  is 
likely  to  be  adopted.  If  there  should  be  a  aor> 
plus  in  the  Treasury,  the  reduction  of  taxes  doss 
not  follow.  Speculators,  who  know  tkiat  the 
public  debt  will  not  be  redeemable  for  nmay 
years,  will  foresee  that  tlie  Government  will  m 
compelled  to  buy  its  bonds  at  their  market  valiiB» 
and  stock  gamblers  will  refuse  to  sell  ualess  they 
bear  a  price  much  above  that  And  in  this  way 
stock  gamblers  will  profit.    Rather  than  pursoe 


a  policy  leading  to  such  results,  he  would  pro- 

Dg  up  any  01  the 
stock  at  a  dollar  above  par,  for  it  that  was  doos. 


hibit  the  Treasurer  from  buying  up  any 


as  soon  as  the  bonds  were  due,  the  State  would 
have  faithfully  fulfilled  its  engagements.  By  psjr- 
ing  the  public  debt  in  this  mode,  we  would  be 
able  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  people  who 
had  been  heavily  taxed  for  its  payment  He  was 
astonished  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Kentas- 
•  sert,  that  the  people  of  England  fancy  themsslvei 
to  be  one  of  the  happiest  people  in  the  worid. 
There  may  be  some  thirty  thousand  who  hoM  all 
the  public  securities  and  all  the  lands  in  Eoglsnd, 
who  are  contented.  But  it  was  not  the  case  thst 
all  the  residue  of  the  people  was  so.  To  show 
the  contrary,  he  described  the  scenes  that  are  cod- 
slantly  passing  before  us,  when  numbers  of  her 
people  are  casting  off  their  dearest  ties,  and  abas- 
doning  their  natale  solum^  after  groaning  and  suf- 
fering under  taxes,  piled  on  each  other,  like  Fe- 
lion  on  Ossa,  and  Ossa  on  Olympus,  and  leavioc 
behind  them  the  bones  of  their  fathers,  to  find 
homes  in  a  foreign  land. 

Mr.  Chambers  baid,  tlie  expressed,  and  there- 
fore known,  unwillingness  of  the  gentleman  from 
Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,)  to  t>e  interrupted,  bad 
alone  prevented  liim  from  correcting  the  yery  odd 
error  into  which  he  seemed  to  have  fallen.  Thai 
gentleman  seemed  (o  labor  under  the  mistakea 
idea,  that  the  opinion  of  the  superior  happinssi 
and  liberty  of  the  English  people,  to  whieh  he 
had  alluded,  was  his,  [Mr.  C.*s]  opinion.  One 
moment's  thought  must  have  caused  the  gw- 
tieman  to  see  that  it  was  quite  impossible  it 
should  be  so,  because  it  would  make  the  iUui> 
traiion  defeat  the  argument.  It  was  beeaiiis  it 
was  tbe'^piuion  of  the  English  people  tbemsehw, 
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and  beeaaie  famiHirlty  with  their  condition  and 
their  burdens,  led  them  so  to  think,  when,  in 
£mU  It  was  not  ko;  that  is,  precisely  because  their 

r'  lion  was  erroneous,  that  the  case  illustrated 
truth  of  what  he  had  urged.  Certainly  that 
Sntleman,  and  trtr/  one  who  knew  him,  must 
ow,  that  In  his  opinion,  no  people  on  the  wide 
aurface  nf  the  habitable  globe,  had  so  much  cause 
of  thankftiUiess  for  the  measure  of  ciril,  political 
and  religious  freedom,  as  the  American  people ; 
yet  he  re<«sserted  the  same  fact—the  English 
people  do  think  themselves  the  roost  happy  and 
most  free.  The  imigration  into  this  country,  is 
said  to  prove  that  they  feel  their  rulers  and  mea* 
sores  to  be  t>  rannical  and  oppressive  and  for  this 
cause  leave  the  country.  He  differed  with  that 
gentleman.  It  was  very  true  many  of  those  who 
eaoae  to  our  country,  eipressed  this  opinion,  af- 
ter they  were  here,  and  had  some  eiperience  of 
our  greater  political  privileges,  and  our  neater 
abandance  in  all  the  necesssrii  s  and  comforts  of 
lile.  But  these  were  n«»t  fair  exponents  of  tlie 
general  sentiment  of  their  countrymen,  any  more 
than  a  class  and  not  a  very  small  one— in  our 
own  country,  who  are  ever  dissatisfied  with  the 
esiiting  government,  and  anxiously  and  vehe- 
flMntly  ur^nff  changes.  Emigration  ever  did, 
and  ever  will  follow  an  ezce  s  of  population. 

Whenever  the  Inhabitants  of  one  country  be- 
come so  numerous  that  the  production  is  insuffi- 
cient to  sustain  them,  labor  must  of  necessity  be- 
come cheap,  while  food  becomes  scare  and  dear, 
and  they  will  migrate  to  another  country  to 
find  better  wages  and  better  food«  as  certainly  as 
water  will  seek  a  level.  We  were  receiving 
emigrants  from  all  other  quarters  ef  populous 
Europe,  as  well  as  from  England,  and  roust  expect  i 
to  do  ao  while  land  and  its  products  were  abun- 
dant, and  labor  in  demand  to  an  extent  unknown 
in  Europe* 

Our  own  people  were  continually  migrating 
to  the  new  States  and  territories,  in  some  in- 
stances as  rapidlpr  as  they  were  emigrating  from 
the  old  country  into  this.  While,therefore,  he  ad- 
mitted that  our  free  institutions  constituted  om 
element,  in  the  aggregate  of  motives  to  immigra- 
tion, it  did  not  weaken  at  all  the  force  of  his  po- 
sition. 

In  relation  to  the  matter  of  government  stocks 
he  moat  entei  hb  dissent  to  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Frederick,  and  express  his  concur- 
rence with  thme  explained  by  his  friend  from 
Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Donaldson.)  Contractors 
for  loans,  like  all  other  traders,  will  of  course 
make  the  bmt  bargain  tliev  can. 

The  purchaser  of  stocit  looks  to  its  security 
and  its  productive  value  or  dividend.  If  he  can 
get  the  stock  of  the  State  of  Maryland)  on  as 
good  or  better  terms— reference  beine  hsd  to 
these  considerations— he  will  buy  Maryland 
stocks.  If  be  can  purchase  the  stock  of  other 
States  believed  to  be  equally  safe  and  equally 
productive  on  better  terms,  he  will  purchase 
tbeee. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  case  of  stocks  to  dis- 
tingttUh  them  from  other  articles  of  traffic.  The 
anpply  and  demand  will  determine  the  price. 
Toe  error  lies  In  treating  the  subject  as  if  the 

4S 


were  no  stocks  in  the  market  but  Maryland  State 
stock,  whereas  the  supplj  of  other  stocks  is  suf- 
ficient to  enable  purchasers  always  toselect  He 
d«*precated  the  abandonment  of  the  system  tu 
which  we  had  now  accommodated  our  prices  of 
land,  labor  and  production,  as  well  as  our  do- 
mestic and  social  habits,  ui  til  our  emancipation 
was  complete.  It  would  al»o  advance  our  credit 
in  the  event  of  a  necessity  to  employ  it  hereafter. 
He  illustrated  this  view,  by  contrasting  Uie  pru- 
dent, economical  debtor,  who  anticipated  the 
day  of  psyment,  with  the  man  of  indulgence  and 
extravagance,  who  with  much  larger  pecuniary 
roeans,  was  alwsys  just  in  **at  the  last  gasp,''  or 
perhsps  a  little  behind  the  stipulated  time.  He 
regretted  to  hear  a  contrary  opinion  urged.  It 
waste  be  feared  if  we  entered  upon  thb  easy 
downward  path  of  repealing  taxes,  we  should  be 
in  the  condition  of  the  passenger  on  the  railroad,, 
who  in  going  down  the  inclined  plane  cut  loose 
the  fastenings,  and  was  hurried  with  such  rapid 
impetus  into  the  mire  below,  that  he  rouk)  neither 
extricate  himself  nor  be  reached  by  his  friends. 

Mr.  Spbnckr  said,  the  reference  which  had 
been  made  to  him  by  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
(Mr  Chambers,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
Arundel,  (Mr.  Donaldson,)  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  make  a  response  It  had  t>een  said 
that  at  the  December  session  of  tlie  Legislature 
of  eighteen  hundnd  and  thirty-nine.  Governor 
Grason  had,  with  great  firmness  ai.d  integiity 
of  character,  in  his  animal  message,  recommend- 
ed the  imposition  of  a  direct  tax  to  meet  the  exi' 
gencies  or  the  State,  resulting  from  her  internal 
improvement  works.  But  tliHt  tho  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  of  which  he,  (Mr.  S.,)  wan 
Chairman,  had  not  rtcommended  in  their  report 
to  the  LiCgislature  such  a  tax  and  bad  not  sua 
tained  the  Governor.  It  was  true  that  he  had  the 
honor,  at  that  important  sesnion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  be  the  Chairman  of  that  committee,  and 
he  was  fully  sensible,  as  be  had  occasion  before 
to  say  to  this  body,  of  the  high  and  patriotic  po- 
sition then  taken  by  Governoi  Grason  and  Mr. 
McCubbin,  then  the  treasurer  of  the  State.  As 
the  Chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
mean*,  he  made  every  effort  in  his  power  to  pro-  • 
vide  for  a  diiect  tax,  but  it  was  impossible.  On 
the  ninth  day  of  January,  the  Legislature  having 
been  in  session  only  ten  dayp,  and  before  any  time 
had  been  allowed  ibr  any  action,  by  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means.  General  Rdgely,  of  An- 
ne Arundel,  a  leading  whig,  and  the  year  before, 
the  Speaker  of  the  House,  submitted  a  set  of  re- 
solutions, repudiating  the  sentiments  contained 
in  the  message  of  Governor  Grason,  and  decla- 
ring that  the  Legislature  do  not  concur  in  tho 
opinion  of  the  Governor,  that  a  direct  tax  is  ne- 
cessary, but  on  the  contrary  would  hold  such  a 
meaaure  premature,  unwise  and  burdenscme  to 
the  people  of  this  State.  [See  page  52  of  tho 
Journal  of  House  of  Delegates,  session  1839.] 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  the  same  month,  ue, 
(Mr  8  ,)  being  cbaiimau  uf  the  committee  uf 
ways  and  means,  and  with  the  approval  ol  threti 
other  members  of  that  commitiee.  submitted  tu 
the  Legislature  a  coui>ter  set  of  resolutioaA^u.\\- 
proving  ihe  covir&t  ot  V\\^  Va^N^twy5^^^N.>Av\^^w^\ 


Uw  conditioD  of  Ihe  flntnrai-,  lb«  ra*oare««  of  | 
the  Stale;  iu  plighted  ftiih;  the  obligBti' ni  of ' 
the  LtE'tlfttuie  to  meet  it,  tnd  the  improprielj 
in  the  L-  gUliture,  to  intercept  the  notion  of  tlio 
oommittee  of  wujs  ind  means,  on  the  tubject.  | 
[See  page  68,  of  same  jaumal )  i 

On  the  aame  day,  Mr.  UGranile  of  Balli-  | 
(Dore,  and  r  Democrat,  offereil  other),  deirlaiing 
the  duly  of  the  Legisialura  la 
I  Tneaiia  for  iha  support  of  Go»- 
ernments,  ■'"ihoie  ends  maj  for  the  preieni  be 
attained  without  e  t«»ort  to  direct  laialion."  , 
(See  page  70,  of  lame  journal.]  1 

Thets  iwolutioDs  elicited  in  the  House  a  warm 
and  exoited  debate,  and  aftenariousdii-cusiiooa,  i 
anolher  distinguished  Whig,  Mr.  'i  dcb,  now  a  ^ 
member  of  this  Convention,  submitted  on  the 
twenlj-third  of  January,  snothar  ael  of  resolu- 
tions, denouncing  in  verj  sirotig  termi  the  mea- 
aage  of  (iovemur  Graaon,  and  declaring  «tlmt 
this  Ugislalure  does  not  concur  in  the  luggeslion 
of  the  mesaage.  that  |)  e  revenue  ahould  be  in- 
creased by  a  direct  tax  laid  on  the  real  aod  per- 
aonal  property  of  the  people."  [Sea  page  1S6,  of 
same  journal  ] 

U  »ill  readily  be  perceived,  how  oomplelelj 
tbe  committee  of  ways  and  meana  were  em  be  r- 
rasad.   The  entiie  wliig  party  in  the  House.stooo 
firm  to  a  man    in  opposition    to  Governor  Gia- 
aon's  message.     At  Itie  same  time,  although  the 
democrati   bad   a  majority  in  the  House,  there 
was  a  small  division    of  them,    who,  with  the 
whigs,  oppoaed  a  direct  lax      Every  e Sort  was 
made  to  mduce  a  rmall  portion  of  the  whig  paity 
to  act  with  and  support  the  comiaiitae  of  ways 
and  meant.    Three  diatiiigu is  ed  genllemen  frooi 
Baltimore,  and    he    meniioned    it  with  infin  te 
pleasure,    for    it    did     them     great     honor~ 
Messrs.  Griflon   Duliny,   J.  V.  L.   McMahor, 
and  William  Schley,  viiited   in  person  the  whig 
members  and  appealed  to  them   to  cometothi: 
rescue  of  tde  chairman  of  Ihe  commillee  of  way^ 
and  means,  u  he  was  ready  to  reporta  tax,  ifhi; 
could  carry  il.     It  wsa  urged,  that  it  could  ihen    ^ 
be  done,  free    from    party    influence.     That  the 
governor,  ademocrat;  the  treasurer,  a  whig,  anrt  1 1 
the  chairman  of   the   commillee   of  ways   anJ  I 
meani,  a  democrat,  had  supported,  and    were  in  '  | 
favor  of  it,  and  it  only  required  a  small  support  i 
from  wliig  membera,  to  carry  a  measure  wfiicli  I ; 
should  rise  above  parly,     II  was  urgtd  that  the 
measure  would  have  to  come  and  that  it  had  bet-  i 
ter  come  at  once.    But  tlie  appeal  was  in  vam 
The  committee  could  nut  g;et  support  sufficient  t(j 
carry  the  measure  and   it  was  driven  to  resort  lu  . 
the  best  expedients  which  could  be  csnied  un- 
der the  circumstances,  and  to  assign  the  best  ren- 
'  aons  that  could  be  furnished,  ibr  pursuing  such  a 

A  lemporiry  clpedienl  was  adopted,  butwUh 
it  went  forth  the  annunciation  in  ihe  report  l if 
thee  minittec,  that  ui>on  the  failb  which  capi- 
talists, at  home  and  abroad,  gave  CO  our  acts  of 
Bsscmbty,  they  "have  been  induced  to  aubscribc 
tlwir  iiioney.  lu  this  manner,  the  delil  has  been 
created.  'I  he  money  has  been  actually  borrow- 
ed and  distributed  Ibfough  the  State,  in  p>;meiii 


of  officers,  eontiaeUn  tod   laborers,  who  h**« 
been  employed  on  the  public  worfa." 

■-The  professed  desi^  wu  an  idvaneemanlof 
Die  common  prosperitt  of  tbe  people.  So  &r, 
the  end  eontamplalad  hu  failod,  s«dtiw  StaU 
is  called  upon  to  tedeeui  it*  obligatiam." 

>'We  mustsoact  as  to  prove,  that  irtiat  we 
owe,  weintend  to  pay.  Every  principle  of  honor, 
1  iriue  and  patriotism,  compels  us  to  Mch  a 
course,  U  is  not  the  chartcteriaticof  M  Ameri- 
<  an  to  mould  his  priDciples  to  subeerr*  his  eel* 
tishneei,  Whst  be  would  require  of  wiotlicr,  be 
ivill  perform  himself.  His  prinelpla  ia  to  exact 
nothing  but  what  is  right,  and  subUlt  to  Dotfainc 
that  is  wrong." 

"When  General  Jaekson  wu  tbe  Prctidentof 
the  United  State*,  he  insisted  upon  a  payvMlof 
a  debt  due  by  the  Freoch  GowDBWDt.  Inra- 
forcing  the  claim,  the  fHendl;  Intereaane  be- 
iwem  thetwonationt.wera  for  s  while  wrealed. 
We  were  upon  the  verge  of  war.  Oraataawae 
the  opposition  to  bis  adPiinistratiOD,oa  other  Mb> 
jecis,  upon  this  que^■ti<ln  the  bearta  of  all  luiud. 
I  hough  tbe  controversy  was  with  France,  aw 
ancient  ally,  whan  we  ware  alninllnK  for  polity 
cal  liberty  and  independence,  stilFaa  the  denaad 
uf  the  government  was  just,  paat  fiicndihlp  waa 
Ibrvjlten,  and  the  course  of  the  adminiMntioB 
iirdently  sustained.  Tbe  ehlralry  of  Um  nattao 
waa  aroused,  and  nothing  but  an  unoosidilkiBal 
i>symcntof  Ihe  debt  would  have  been  tolerslcd. 
'  Itmust  nnt  be  said  of  us,  Ibat  what  weexactedof 
France,  we  will  refiiee  to  othera  " 
I  "If  Ihe  period  has  arrived,  when  to  pej  li» 
I  interest  on  this  debt,  all  other  resources  have 
I'silcd   except  direcl   taxation,  we  tDiMt  rMOft 

Tha,tin  tbe  opinion  of  the  committee,"  then  i) 
I  no  necessity  to  provide  for  a  direct  lax,  at  pre- 
;  4ent,  but  Ihey  cannot  disguise  tbe  fact,  that  sRsr 
!  ihe  year  I84l.it  will  be  inoviuble,  unless  tbi 
I  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  and  Ih 
I  Baltimore  and  8u-quehanna  railroad  company, 
ihall  conlribote  largely  to  the  payment  of  lbs 
I  interest  on  the  public  debt,'- 

[See  repnrt  of  committee  of  ways  and  neaaa— 
I  Session  1639.] 

j      Mr.  BauwN  demanded  the  preTioui  queatioii, 
ut  waived  it  at  the  request  of 
Mr,  DoHALDiCN,  between  whom   and  Mtnii. 
SpENcia  and  CniMirMi  of  Kent,  aumeexpUat- 

Mr.  BaowN  renewed  the  demand  for  thapra- 
vious  question. 

There  w»  a  second. 

And  the  main  question  wa*  ordered  to  be  iw* 
taken. 

Mr.  Gbasou  enquired,  if  it  would  dow  be  it 
Older  to  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

Tbe  chiir.  at  this  time,  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
Bliiistuhe, 

The  HaasiDtNT  of  the  Convention  rose  and 
said,  that  under  the  new  rule,  a  call  of  Ihe  Huat 
was  not  in  order,  afler  tbe  main  queatiOD  hid 
been  ordered. 

Mr.  EjrcHciK  said,  thai  the  vote   on  aoch  a 

SiestioQ  ought  not  to  be  taken   without  ■ 
owe.    Uemoved,  tberefMe,  an"~  "*" 


oftlM  fota  orkrinc  the  mtin  question,  with  a 
Tiew  to  more  e  ealTof  the  House. 

The  motion  was  not  entertained. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  main  ques- 
tion, [being  the  substitute  amendment  of  Mr 
Donaldson.] 

IMr.  McHsNaT  aslted  the  yeas  and  nays  there- 
oo»  whieh  were  ordered,  and  being  taJcen,  re- 
aalted  as  fi>llows: 

•MrMofiee  —  Messrs.  Chapman,  President, 
Blakistooe,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
Uooaldsoo,  Doney,  Wells,  Kent,  Merrick,  Jeni- 
fer, Williams,  Goldsborough,  Spriirz,  McCub- 
blo,  Waters  and  Smith— 17. 

JV^in^M—Messrs.  Dent,  Bellman,  Weems, 
Buchanan,  Bell,  Ridgelj,  Lioyd,  Dickinson, 
Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Colston,  John  Dennis, 
Janes  U.  Dennisi,  Hodson,  Phelps,  Constable, 
Chambers,  of  Cecil,  Miller,  Spencer,  Grason, 
Oblige,  Wright,  Jacobs,  Thomas,  Gaither,  Bi- 


.  Annan,  Sappington,  McHenry,  Magraw, 
Nelsoiiy  Oirter,  Tnawley,  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
Gwino,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwuod  of 
Baltimore  eity,  Ware,  Schley.  Fiery,  Neill.John 
Ifeweomer,  Uarbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Kll- 
four,  Brewer,  Weber,  Fitzpatrick,  Parke,  Show- 
%r  and  Brown— 50. 

So  the  substitute  amendment  of  Mr.  Donald- 
sow,  was  rejected. 

Tlie  question  recurred  on  the  substitute 
ameiidiBent  of  Mr.  Gsoaoa,  [accepted  by  Mr. 

RiDOBLT.] 

BIr.  Stbwabt,  of  Baltimore  city,  and  Mr. 
RiDOBLT,  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 


Mr.  Donaldson  called  for  a  division  of  the 
qoealion,  whieh  was  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
article  of  the  substitute,  and  the  result  was  as 
ISdUows: 

40KniMfi«c  —  Messrs.  Chapman,  President, 
BtekiatODe,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee,Cham- 
bers,  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Kent, 
Sellmao,  Weems,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell, 
Ridgely,  Lloyd.  Dickin^n,  Sherwood,  of  Tal- 
bot, Colston,  John  Dennis,  Jamen  U.  Dennis, 
Williams,  Hodson,  Goldsborough,  Phelps,Cham- 
bers,  of  Cecil,  Milleni  McCubbin,  Spencer,  Gra- 
aoD,  George,  Wright,  Thomas,  Gaither,  Biser, 
Annan,  Sappington.  McHenry,  Magraw,  Nelson, 
Garter,  Thawley,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Gwinn, 
Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood,  of  Balti- 
more city.  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John 
Newcomer,  Hirbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Kil- 
«Nir,  Brewer,  Waters,  Weber,  Fitzpatnck, 
Smith,  Parke,  Shower  and  Brown— 64. 

JVSgvrfJM -^  Messrs.  Merrick,  Constable  and 
Sprigg— 3 

So  |be  first  article  of  the  substitute  was  agreed 
to. 

Hie  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
seeond  article  of  the  substitute, 

Mr.  SrawAaT,  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  a  sub- 
division thereof,  whieh  was  ordered,  so  as  to 
ioehide  to  the  word  **and''  in  the  fourth  line. 

Tbe  questioo  was  taken  and  the  result  was  as 
ftUowa: 

-Messn.  Chapman,  President,  Bla- 


kistone.  Dent  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Chambers 

of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Sellman,  Weems,  Merrick, 
Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell.  RidMly,  Lloyd,  Dick- 
inson, Sherwood  of  Talbot,  CoUton,  John  Den* 
nis,  James  U.  Dennis  Williams,  Hodson,  Oolda- 
borough,  Phelps,  Chambers  of  Cecil,  Miller, 
Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Spencer,  Grason,  Geoige, 
Wright,  Hearn,  Jacobs,  Thomas,  Gaitlier,  Biser, 
Annan,  Sappington,  Magraw,  Nelson.  Carter, 
Thawley,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Gwinn,  Stewart 
of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city, 
Ware,  Sclilcr,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer, 
Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Waters, 
Weber,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith,  Shower  and  Brown 
—62. 

JV*fgalive— Meurs.  Dorsey,  Wells,  Constable, 
McHenry,  Brewer  and  Parke— 6. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  second  article  of  the 
subsiiiute  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred,  and  was  tsken  on 
the  last  branch  of  the  second  article  of  the  sub- 
stitute. 

And  the  vote  resulted  as  follows: 

Jllfirmative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
gan, Blakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee, 
Chambers  of  Kent,  Se-lman,  Weems,  Merrick, 
Jenifer,  Kuchanan,  Bell,  Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Dick- 
inson, Sherwood  of  1*albot,  tobton,  John  Den- 
nis, James  U.  Dennis,Williams,  Hodson,  Phelps, 
Constable,  Chambers  of  Cecil,  Miller,  Spencer, 
Grawn,  George,  Hearn,  Jacobe,  Thomas,  Gaith- 
er, Bi^er,  Annan,  Sappington,  McHenry,  Ma- 
graw, Nelson,  Carter,  Thawley,  Stewart  of  Car- 
oline, Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  >^her- 
wood  of  Baltimore  city,  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery, 
Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  New- 
comer, Kilgour,  Brewer,  Waters,  Fitzpatrick, 
Smith,  Parke,  Shower  ai>d  Brown— 61. 

MgmUve — Messrs.  Donaldson,  Dorsey.  Wells, 
Kent,  Goldsborough,  Sprigg,  McCubbin  and 
Weber— 8. 

So  the  last  branch  of  the  second  article  of  the 
substitute  was  airreed  to. 
The  question  recurred  on  the  section  as  amend- 
ed; 

And  decided  in  the  affirmatiye. 

So  the  section,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Mr  Mkrrick  offered  an  amendment  which 
was  decided  out  of  order. 

Some  conversation  followdd  on  a  point  of  or- 
der. 

Mr.  McHbnrt  moved  a  re«consideration  of 
the  vote  adopting  the  said  section,  as  amended. 

Mr.  McH  gave  notice  that,  if  the  motion  Was 
re-considered,  he  would  offer  the  following 
amendment: 

Section  fil.  Tho  General  Assembly  shall  have 
power  to  provide  by  law  for  borrowing  such 
sums  of  monej  as  may  become  necessary  to  ful- 
fil the  obligations  of  the  Slate,  contracted  previ- 
ously to  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  oi  repeling  invasion,  or  of  sup- 
pressing insurrection,  and  to  meet  any  temporary 
deficiency  in  the  revenue;  but  fur  no  other  pur- 
poses whatever.  All  loans  made  under  this  au- 
tliority  » ha II  be  payable  and  paid  withv^  Vfl«c^:^ 
years,  and  those  \o  mwx  Xwm^ww'i  ^^^\«w\«8. 
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triihin  two  yean,  from  (he  respective  datei 
thereof. 

See,  22.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  not.  in 
any  manner  be  given  or  loaned  to,  or  in  aid  of 
any  individual,  aitsociation  or  corporation. 

See.  23.  This  State  shall  never  embark  in 
vorks  of  internal  improvement,  nor  in  pecuniary 
adventures  of  any  kind. 

And  then  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow at  ten  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY.  Feburuary  26, 1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GaipriTH. 
The  roll  was  called,  and  the  journal  of  yester 
day  was  read  and  approved. 


I 


ALLCGAKT  COUNTY. 


Mr.  Smith,  from  the  select  committee  on  new 
counties,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT  : 

When  that  part  of  Allegany,  lying  south  and 
west  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  summit  of  Big 
Back  Bone,  or  Savage  Mountain;  where  the 
Mountain  ia  crossed  by  Mason  and  Dixon^  line, 
and  running  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the  mid- 
dle of  Savage  river,  where  it  empties  into  the 
Potomac  river,  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the 
nearest  point  or  boundary  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia; then  with  %M  boundary  to  the  Fairiax 
Stone,  shall  contain  a  population  of  ten  thou- 
sand, and  the  majority  of  electors  thereof  shall 
desire  to  separate  and  form  a  now  county,  and 
make  known  iheir  dtsires  by  petition  to  the  Le- 
gislature, the  Legisliiture  shall  direct  at  the  next 
8ucceedmg  election,  that  the  judges  bhall  open  a 
book  at  each  election  district  in  said  part  of  Al- 
legany county,  and  have  recorded  therein  the 
vote  of  each  elector,  •'for  or  against,"  a  new 
county,  in  case  the  majority,  (or  tWi.-thirds)  are 
in  favor,  the  said  part  of  Allegany  county,  to  be 
declared  an  independent  county,  and  the  inhabi- 
Unts  whereof  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  i«uch  rights, 
and  privileffes  as  are  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  other  counties  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  he  made  the  report,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  committee,  at  this  time,  be- 
cause it  was  cor.nected  with  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Legislative  Department  now 
under  consideration. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, and  laid  on  the  table,  to  be  called  up  here- 
aftep.  '^ 

INT0XICATIK6  DRINKS. 

Mr.  Harbine,  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
citiiens  of  Washington  county,  piaying  that  pro-' 
vision  may  be  made  in  the  new  Constitution,  that 
the  privilege  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  shall  not 
be  granted  to  any  person  in  any  part  of  the  SUte, 
except  the  same  shall  first  be  sanctioned,  or  ap- 


provad  of  by  a  majority  of  the  Totti  in  the  dee- 
tion  district  where  the  same  is  to  be  sold. 

Which  was  read,  and 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Harbii}b« 

Referred  to  committee  No.  14. 

TBS  LKOULATIVB  DEPARTMCMT. 


The  Convention  resumed  the  eontideratkiii  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Legialaltve 
Department  of  the  Government. 

THE  riKAKCKS. 

Mr.  Jacobs  inquired  of  the  Chair,  whether  it 
was  now  in  order  to  move  an  additional  article  ? 

The  Presieent  said,  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Jacobs  moved  to  amend  aaid  report  by  id* 
sertiog  as  the  twenty-second  aection,  liie  follow- 
ing: 

'The  present  financial  fyatemof  tbia  8tate» 
shall  remain  inviolate  until  the  State  debt  end  in- 
terest thereon  are  fully  paid;  or  the  ainki^f  fnad 
be  sufficient  for  the  oayment  thereof,  aAer  wbiek 
the  legislature  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  an- 
nual distribution  amongst  the  countiea  and  eityof 
Baltimore  of  this  State,  of  the  nett  revenues  of 
the  several  works  of  Internal  Improyementa,  in 
the  proportion  which  by  taxation  they  shall  have 
contributed  to  the  same.'' 

The  amendment  having  been  reed- 
Mr.  Jacobs  said  that  his  motive  in  olfiniof  it 
was  to  show  to  the  people  the  sincerity  pf  the 
purposes  of  this  Convention,  that  they  intended 
to  adhere  to  the  present  financial  syatem  until  tba 
debt  was  paid — and  that  it  waa  intended,  aflar 
the  debt  should  have  been  paid  to  aeeure  totbeai 
something  in  return  for  the  taxes  they  had  ooo- 
tributed.  The  people  whom  he  represeoted 
looked  to  the  adoption  of  some  such  provisiea 
with  great  solicitude;  and  good  faith  to  the  peo- 
ple, generally,  required,  he  thought,  that  soon- 
thing  of  this  soit  should  be  inserted  in  the  Gon- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Donaldson  called  for  a  division  of  the  qties- 
tion. 

The  President  said,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Chair  the  amendment  was  susceptible  of  two  di- 
visions. 

Mr.  Brown  suggested  that  the  amendment,  ia 
his  opinion,  went  further  than  the  gentleaaa 
from  Worcester,  (Mr.  Jacobs,)  designed  that  it 
should  go.  ir  the  gentleman  designed  that  thars 
should  be  no  reduction  of  taxea  until  the  entire 
debt  was  paid,  then  it  would  follow  that  there 
must  be  a  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  Tba 
system,  it  seemed  to  him,  (Mr.  B.,)  would  not 
work  well.  He  should  be  compelled  to  vela 
against  it. 

Mr.  Jacobs  I  do  not  propose  that  the  praseat 
system  shall  continue  in  force  beyond  the  time 
when  the  sinking  fund  shall  be  swelled  to  aa 
amount  sufficieht  to  meet  the  payment  of  the 
State  bonds,  as  thejr  may,  from  time  to  time,  be- 
come due.  Immediately  after  the  debt  ahall  have 
been  paid  off,  the  distribution,  propoaed  by  my 
article,  will  eommence.  Hence,  after  the  dsU 
is  pakl,  there  can  never  be  any  amplai  in  the 
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^^niMUT,  for  iDjr  length  of  tine,  under  the  pro-  paid  into  the  State  tretmry.    If  these  boodi  to 

^Med  distribution.  pty  interest  bad  been  sold  bv  the  treasurer  of  ibe 

Mr.  DoBSET  iuneaied  to  the  gentleman  from  State,  the  true  character  of  these  financinJ  ar- 

I'i^orceater,  (Mr.  Jacobs.)  to  modify  his  propo-  rangemeots  would  have  been  obvious.    But  uo- 

SMtJon  by  inserting  the  words  **  until  the  deot  and  der  the  arrangements  that  were  made,  a  delusioo 

iaterest  are  fully  pud,  or  the  sinking  fund  shall  prevailed  on  this  subject    The  people  believed 

he  found  sufficient  for  payment  thereof."  that  the  large  sunm  of  public  m«ney  which  had 

Mr.  JACoas  accepted  the  modification.  ^«n  expended  for  internal  improyemente,  could 

«     m  xj  V   u  J        «    I  J  not,  m  any  event,  lead  to  uzatjon.    And  the 

MrJTBOMiSsaldhehj^  yesterday  expressed  ^^^^^^^f  the  bond,  felt  secure  of  the  punc- 
an  Mrm^t  opposition  to  the  course  of  policv  in  f^^,  ^^„^  ^f  ^^i,  divideiMlJs  under  the  belief 
relation  to  our  finances,  which  was  foreshadow  j^at  the  mortgages  given  by  the  canal  company 
ed  insome genUemenVispeeehes,and  which la  this  ^^^  suie,  had  £»en  executed  by  a  company 
morning  propos^  in  the  amendment  of  U>e  gen-  having  ample  meant  .o  comply  wiUi  iu  pecunia- 
^T^.k;  W<>rceater,  (Mr.  Jacobs.)  He  ry  enageiienU.  This  financiering,  Mr  ^.  said, 
would^is  morning,  say  in  a  few  words,  why  he  J„  lewpUvtS  but  be  did  not  impSte  intenUonal 
fS^  "T?*!.*?""*'  Vl?  P'^P^'^**^"-  Before  he  ^  to  any  one  who  had  been  concerned  in  it. 
dM  eo.  he  had  something  to  say  on  a  queetion  WheS  these  contracts  were  entered  into  by  the 
mooted  yesterday  in  this  hall.  ^^^^^  company  and  the  SUte,  he  had  no  doubt 
He  was  not  here  when  the  honors  were  dis-  but  that  the  parties  to  them  fully  believed  that 
tribated  jeaterday  to  those  who  were  entitled  to  the  canal  would  be  completed  at  an  early  day, 
the  credit  of  rescuing  Maryland  from  the  dit-  and  that  then  iU  incomes  and  profits  would  be 
grace  of  a  public  bankruptcy.  He  humbly  con-  abundantly  adequate  to  the  fulfilment  of  iU  con- 
ceived, that  when  all  the  facU  were  known,  tracu.  He  thought  otherwise,  and  took  mea- 
no  one  would  deny  to  him  some  portion  of  that  suies  as  soon  as  be  bad  time,  fully  to  understand 
oommeodation  which  had  been  given  altogether  the  affairs  of  the  company  to  arrest  this  whole pro- 
1o  others.  To  some  of  these  facU  he  would  re-  ceeding.  At  that  time  a  corps  of  Engineers  were 
far,  espeeialW  as  they  would  tend  to  remove  eve-  locating  a  rou'e  for  the  canal  west  of  Cumberland 
17  shadow  of  suspicion  from  the  minds  of  mem-  with  a  view  to  its  extension  to  the  Ohio.  They 
hers,  that  he  was  less  jealous  than  another,  of  were  withdrawn.  The  idea  of  extending  the  canal 
the  honor  of  the  SUte.  We  may  differ  as  to  the  to  Ohio  river  was  abandoned.  If  it  had  been  pos- 
■mde  in  which  public  faith  may  be  maintained,  tible  to  keep  the  financial  system  in  operation, 
bat  thoae  differences  should  not  lead  us  to  enter-  which  was  relied  upon  to  pay  the  interest  on 
tain  apprehensions  and  distrusU  of  each  other,  bonds  of  the  State  usued  to  construct  the  canal, 
that  have  no  foundations.  the  bonds  to  be  issued  for  that  purpose,  would 
It  was  well  known  to  the  Convention  that  he  have  exceeded  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Hav- 
had  been  chosen  President  of  the  Chesapeake  ing  teken  measures  to  limit  the  uiidertakinff  of 
and  Ohio  Canal  company  in  1839.  Prior  to  that,  the  company  to  the  completion  of  the  canal  from 
the  State  of  Maryland  had  contracte<l  a  debt  of  tide-water  to  (Cumberland,  he  addressed  a  letter 
iMire  than  seven  millions  to  pay  for  stock  taken  to  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^s,  who  was 
In  the  canal  company  snd  to  raise  money  to  be  then  Governor  of  Maryland,  urging  him  to  call 
loaned  to  the  same  company  to  prosecute  its  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  that  mea- 
great  undertaking.  The  acts  of  the  General  As-  sures  might  be  adopted  to  put  tlie  financial  affairs 
sembly  of  Maryland,  authorizing  Slate  bonds  to  of  the  State  in  order,  and  place  Uiem  on  some 
be  iseiied  for  these  purposes,  each  and  all  con-  sure  and  stable  foundation.  He  then  thought 
tain  sections  requiring  the  csnal  company  to  and  said,  that  taxation,  and  taxation  alone,  was 
asortgage  to  the  State  all  their  incomes  and  the  the  rightful  remedy.  After  his  letter  to  the  Gov- 
wbole  work  they  were  constructing,  to  secure  ernor  had  been  received  by  him,  they  had  a  per^ 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  loans  sonal  conference  on  this  subject,  when  there  was 
thaa  laede  by  the  State,  and  on  the  State  bonds  no  difference  between  them  as  to  the  stem  neces- 
MSued  to  raise  means  to  pay  for  this  canal  stock  sity  which  existed  for  an  interposition  of  the  Le- 
for  a  stated  period  of  yes rs.  At  the  time  he  be-  gislature.  But  the  Governor  thought  it  would 
euse  their  President,  the  annual  interest,  payable  not  be  expedient  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
fton  the  canal  coroptany  10  the  State,  exceeded  Legislature  he  preferred  to  wait  for  a  regular 
lour  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  whole  in-  annual  session  of  that  body,  the  time  for  com- 
eome  of  the  company  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  mencinc;  which  being  then  near  at  hand.  Having 
that  pert  of  thd  canal  which  was  then  finished,  detailed  tliese  facts,  he  asked  whether  no  credit 
in  repair,  and  to  pay  the  salaries  of  its  officers,  was  due  to  the  citizen  of  Maryland  who  had  ta- 
Tboa  circuoist  c.nced,  the  officers  of  the  company  ken  upon  himself  high  respomibility  to  arrtst  .a 
had  DO  means  icpay  the  interest  due  to  the  State  propeed ing  that  must  have  eventuated  but  for 
but  bj  selling  the  bonds  of  the  State  itself,  for  that  interruption  in  the  contracting  of  a  public 
whatever  tiiey  would  bring  in  the  market.  Anrl,  debt  tliat  would  have  frustrated  every  plan  since 
in  this  wav.  when  two  millions  of  dollars  were  devised  to  maintain  the  honor  of  Maryland. 
adTaneed  by  the  State  to  construct  the  canal,  It  was  well  known  that  he  had  oppottcd  the  in- 
about  one  million  five  hundred  tbonsand  dollars  temal  improvement  policy  that  had  caused  our 
would  be  expended  in  the  further  construction  of  financial  difficulties.  He  differed  now  as  to  the 
the  vrork,  and  the  other  five  hundred  thousand  manner  in  which  our  financial  affairs  were  to  be 
would  be  aoU  In  the  market  to  raise  means  to  be  conducted,  and  he  was  uolXo  \)^  ^«v»tt^>a^^Q&a^ 
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pursuit  of  bis  objects  by  the  possibility  that  he  He  had  said  this  to  ezpltin  the  tote  he  int  ta 
might  encounter  the  hostility  of  those  elsewhere,  give.  He  could  not  agree  to  detain  tlie  bouae  by 
who  contributed  nothing  but  frothy  declamations  saline  more  in  support  of  propoaitioiia  that  ap> 
about  State  faith  towards  ihe  maintenance,  un- !  peared  to  his  mind  so  obrious  and  indisputable, 
sullied,  of  State  honor.  |      Mr.  CuAMBBai  said,  when  thb  aobject  was 

He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 1  unexpectedly  started  yesterday,  he  had  ventured 
tftcman  from  Worcester,  and  would  vote  against '  to  enter  his  proteipt  against  the  poliey  of  an  early 
aay  proposition  to  impose  such  restriction  on  the  |  reduction  of  taxes.  Tlo  gentleman  from  Fred- 
9e|;lsla>ure  as  would  leave  them  no  power  to  re- 1  erick  had  to  day  renewed  the  subject  with  aa 
«iuce  the  taxes,  when  the  state  of    our   treasury  |  elaborate  argument. 

^ould  fully  justify  such  a  measure.  His  princi- ,  He  should  not  waste  words  or  the  time  of  the 
;pal  objection  to  such  a  course,  was  founded  in  j  Convention  by  an  effort  to  show  the  duty  of  pro- 
4he  belief,  ihar,  it  would  cause  the  public  securi-  j  viding  for  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  No 
ties  to  ri^e  in  the  Inarket  much  beyond  their  no- '  man  he  supposed  could  be  found  to  deny  that 
minal  value,  and  in  that  way  afford  opportunities  j  duty,  or  oppose  its  performance.  Jt  would  plaos 
to  stock-jobbers,  to  make  large  profiu  and  inter-  him  in  a  position  odious  in  putilic  eetimation. 
fere  seriously  with  the  policy  of  the  State,  in-       The -gentleman  from  Frclderick  liad  advanesi 


tended  to  pay  the  public  debt  throU{;h  the  me< 
dium  of  the  sinking  fund.  Our  treasurers  habit- 
ually purchased  Maryland  stocks  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sinking  fund.    The  amount  of  stocks 


two  propositions,  first  that  the  fact  of  the  Trsa* 
surer's  being  in  the  market  would  neceasarily 
swell  the  price  of  our  stock  to  an  inordinate  am; 
secondly,  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  aeenrisi 


of  that  character,  due  and  payable  was  very  lim- 1  large  fortunes  to  speculators  and  atocltjobbars. 


ited.  The  largest  portion  of  the  State  would 
not  be  due  for  twenty,  thirty  and  forty  years. 
Waa  it  then  wise  policy  to  compel  our  legislature 
to  keep  the  present  tav  system  in  full  operation, 
when  it  was  notoriotis  that  the  surplus  annually 


Mr.  Thumai  repeated  his  positions,  in  order  Is 
set  the  gentleman  right. 

Mr.  CHAMBcas  said  he  understood  the  pac- 
tions assumed  by  the  gentleman,  and  snppoaedks 
had  correctly  stated  them,  and  he  detired  to  e^ 


themselves  with  stock  operations  are  not 
assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Frederick.  Ths 
elements  which  enter  into  the  estimate  of  ths 
value  of  stock  are  such  as  he  had  Iwfore  maer^ 
ed.    Men  are  governed  in  their  tranaadioasiB 


accruing  in  the  treasury,  would  soon  be,  if  it  \  press  his  entire  dissent  from  each  of  them.  He 
was  not  now,  much  greater  in  amount  than  the  j  would  reiterate  the  views  he  had  yesterday  si- 
bonds  of  the  State  outstanding  and  due.  He  de-  i  pressed,  that  the  considerations  which  coaosd 
Died  that  it  would  be  good  policy  to  deny  to  the     '  '  *"  '  **  *  "^ 

legislature,  power  to  touch  this  tax  system  be- 
fore the  whole  debt  is  paid  off.  We  have  an 
increasing  income  from  the  public  works.  That 
may  increase  in  a  few  years  and  swell  this  sur- 
plus revenue.  And  in  that  event,  the  treasurer  |  this  article  of  trefiic  by  the  same  influences 
would  have  on  hands  large  sums  of  mone^to  be  j  control  their  action  in  their  traffic  in  in  other  a^ 
applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  sinking  fund,  tides.  It  was  subject  to  the  same  general  law 
This  State  of  our  finances  would  be  known  to  i  which  governs  in  all  matters  of  trade.  Tbepn^ 
ato'-k-jobbers;  and  could  any  one  fail  to  foresee 
that  that  class  of  citizens  holding  large  amounts 
of  State  securities,  that  the  treasui^  had  not  a 
right  to  redeem  without  consent  of  the  holder, 
until  they  were  due,  would  demand  for  their 
prices  high  above  this  nominal  value.  To  him 
this  seemed  very  clear,  and   ho  would  undertake 


portionute  amount  of  demand  and  auppjy 
regulate  the  price. 

So  it  was  with  land  or  its  producta;  when 
dant,  a  man  would  go  into  the  market  and  invsit 
his  money  so  as  to  produce  the  most  profit  by  kii 
purchase.  If  an  individual  wanted  a  fana,  hs 
would  make  its  productiveness  and  its  coavcai- 


to  predict  that  if   the  policy  indicated   by  this  ,  encies  the  criterion  of  its  value.    There  mightbs 
amendment,  was  enforced   upon   the  legislature  !  an  exception  to  this  rule,  where  a  person  of  lsi|S 


that  it  would  be  found  hereafter  that  we  had  oaid 
eighteen  or  twenty  millions,  instead  of  fit  een 
million  of  dollars  for  our  State  bonds.  Such  a 
result  he  depricated. 

He  regarded  these  debts  of  the  State  as  obli- 

Ktory  on  the  people  of  Maryland.  They  are  to 
paid,  but  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  pro- 
vide for  their  payment  before  they  are  due. 
Those  who  hold  our  securities  as  a  permanent  in 


wealth  indulged  his  fancy  or  his  taste,  or  a 
venierit  location  of  his  family,  but  be  spoke  sf 
cases  generally.  A  stranger  having  no  weal  pie- 
ferences  or  social  feelings  to  divert  him  flpoai  ths 
'ordinary  motives  of  purchasers,  would  nevarkiy 
a  farm  for  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  wlwahi 
could  obtain  one  of  as  good  quality,  as  coovcai- 
ently  situated,  in  regai^  to  *'mill,*  market,  aad 
church/' equally  productive  and  equally  bapier- 


vestment,  and  look  to  their  dividends  fiom  that  i  ed,  at  half  the  price.  Nor  would  it  be  aakh 
source  as  a  means  of  support,  will  be  satisfied  if  ducement  sufficient  to  change  hb  purpooa,  thst 
we  take  care  to  provide  for  the  punctual  payment  some  wealthy  neighbor  was  Known  to  ba  dsii^ 
of  those  dividends,  and  are  ready  to  redeem  the  |  rous  to  purchase  the  first  named  farm.  So  wlk 
princip:<l  when  it  is  due.  For  these  purposes  our  government  stock,  if  there  waa  but  a  very  Vmi^ 
State  financial  system  has  been  made  abundantly  '  ed  amount  in  the  market,  its  value  as  a  meamflf 
adequate  by  the  Legislature.  And  he  had  no  investment  would  undoubtedly  increase,  to  ss 
reason  to  doubt  that  tho  Legislature,  if  the  whole  extent  beyond  other  articlea  of  which  the  sapplf 
subject  is  left  as  it  ought  to  be,  to  their  discre-  was  more  abundant.  But  government  sloskt 
tioii,  would  be  derelict  to  their  duties  in  tliis  re-  j  were  plenty,  and  a  purchaser  bad  ample  roomfir 
§pacL  '  selection.    A  man  of  money,  theraldrai  Mil^ 
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to  lowt,  woald  Meertain  ftrtt  the  perfect  secu- 
rity of  the  investment,  and  next  the  annual  pro- 
dnet  or  di^dend.  Whether  Mr.  A.,  Mr.  B.,  the 
TrMfurer,  or  any  body  else,  desired  to  purchase 
that  stock,  woahl  form  a  very  Inconsiderable  ele- 
oseot  in  estimating  the  pnicJence  or  propriety  of 
the  ioTeatment,  especially  if  it  were  to  be  perma- 
nent. If  only  for  a  temporary  purpose,  ii  mi|fit 
be  aome  additional  motive  to  know  ttiat  a  demamd 
for  tlie  particular  stock  always  ex'isied,  and  to 
that  ostont  might,  to  a  small  amount,  enhance 
iueoat. 

Bat  safety  and  productive  value,  would  be  the 
raliof  causea  of  value,  because  they  would  al- 
waja  aacora  purchasers. 

Ho  enlarged  upon  the  view,  to  prove  that  our 
SUttn  atoek  could  not  be  forced  to  an  unnatural 
prieo  in  tba  market,  fbr  the  reason  that  the  Trea- 
surer was  authorixed  to  purchase. 

Now  the  gentleman  has  stated  his  second  pro- 
poeMoD,  hnl  what  proof  has  he  offered  to  sus- 
tain H?  We  were  yet  to  learn,  why  or  how, 
•lodt-jobbera  were  to  realize  overgrown  fortunes 
by  the  fact  that  the  Treasurer  was  one  of  the 
nQOwrotiB  bidders,  in  the  market,  for  State  stuck. 
He  coiifeaisd  himself  unable  to  perceive  the 
''modus  operandi.*' 

Tbi<i  elaas  of  men,  as  he  understood  tlie  matter, 
mado  tbair  fortunea  very  much  after  the  fashion  t.f 
dealnra  in  other  departments  of  trade.  They  de- 
votad  all  the  energies  of  their  minds,  to  the 
aefBisition  of  information,  as  to  events  and  cir- 
eoBMtafioet  which  experience  taught  them  would 
sfiMl  the  value  of  money 

All  tba  political  events  of  the  day  were  closely 
setned.  Tliey  were  early  advised  of  the  threat- 
ened tnrablcHi  and  excitements  of  governments, 
tbn  dlaturbed  relations  of  nations,  the  conse- 
qoant  probable  preparations  for  such  emergen- 
eiaa;  tba  prospect  of  w^r  or  peace;  tor  loans  and 
subaldiaa;  then  aicain  they  accurately  estimated 
thaaofplos  or  deficiency  in  crops,  in  cotton. 
bcead^tufi,  and  so  on;  the  probable  state  of 
eoauaarBial  operations,  imports  and  exports,  and 
all  tba  Tarloua  facts  which  occasioned  an  increase 
or  dinUmitioo  In  the  value  of  money.  This  be- 
lay aaearlain,  they  operated  accordingly.  If 
aoeay  baeame  cheap  and  worth  for  its  loan  or 
uae«  aaj  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  why  of  course 
aaix  per  cent  stock  was  worth  more  than  par. 
IfaMoay  was  to  be  so  scarce,  by  the  relative 
vahia  of  otiier  articles,  as  to  command  eight  per 
aantytbanasix  per  cent,  stock  was  not  worth 
par.  Thus  the  *  bulls  and  the  bears,**  were  up 
and  down  by  turns.  A  reference  to  English 
govaramant  stocks,  would  show  that  the  prices 
wata  ruled  by  considerations  such  as  he  had 
montlonad  Uonaols  were  affected  rosterially  by 
a  poBliaal  rumor.  True  the  auotation  per  share 
or  par  aant  was  very  small,  but  like  the  half- 
panoa  starling  In  the  pound  of  cotton,  this  very 
amaU  par  eant  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  mil- 
Ihmiofdollan. 

Tat  tbaaa  mmors  dk!  not  make  them  less  so- 
aarap  or  lam  productive.  Monevy  like  every 
tUng  alaa,  bad  a  nkUivt  value— and  when  scarce 
it  would  procure  more  in  exchange,  for  other 
loditiety  and  whan  abundant  it  would  pro- 


cure less.  If  all  this  were  so,  how  was  it  to  in*' 
crease  or  diminish  the  emoluments  of  stock-job- 
bers, that  our  Treasurer  wa*  authorized  to  pur-^ 
chjse,  and  had  the  means  to  pay  for  our  Staia 
stock. 

Before  quitting  the  subject,  he  would  addreaa 
a  won!  of  advice  on  this  subject,  to  that  class  of 
persons  who  had.  an  he  supposed,  the  deepest  in- 
terest in  this  matter.  He  alluded  to  the  agricul- 
tural portion  of  the  community — the  ownera  of 
land  and  negroes.  They  might  be  well  assured 
they  were  the  very  last  who  would  be  benefitted 
by  a  remission  of  taxes. 

The  gentleman  from  Frederick  strongly  ad- 
vised an  early  diminution  of  taxes,  reducing  the 
revenue  to  the  lowest  amount  necessary  to  pay 
interest  and  current  expenses.  Let  no  such  no- 
tion be  adopted.  Let  us  not  be  deluded  k^ 
doubtful  or  delusive  expectations. 

We  have  heard  the  opinions  of  those  who 
should  best  know,  that  the  receipts  from  the. 
works  of  internal  improvement  are  moat  pro- 
carious  and  uncertain.  Kxperence  teaches  us, 
that  accidents  may  befal  our  canal  and  railroads. 

They  have  heretofore,and  without  expensive  or 
destructive  accidents,  failed  to  produce  the  rich 
dividends  confidentlv  anticipated.    They  may  do 
so  again.     When  other  sources  of  revenue  navo 
been  abandoned,  in  relianceon  the  golden  streama 
which  are  to  flow  into  the  treasury  from  these 
source*,  we  may  suddenly  find  these  streams  have  ■ 
ccHsed  to  flow.    What  comes  next?    Of  course 
a  tax  on   land  and  negroes.    What  has  alwaya  . 
been  the  first  object  of  taxation  ?    Land  and  no-  - 
groes,  moHt  certjinly.    Aye.  and  in  the  proposed : 
vystem  of  excision  and  paring  off  and  parin^^; 
down  of  taxes,  what  is  to  be  the  very  last  itam 
to  which  the  scapel  is  to  be  applied  ?    Why»  of 
couri^e,  our  land  and  negroes. 

Look  at  the  projet  read  to  you  the  other  day,, 
from  the  official  prociedings  in  Baltimore  under - 
the  imposing  title  of  **reform  and  repcoZ.*^    Do* 
]fOU  find  there  any  suggestion  of  repealing  taxes - 
on  land  and  negioes?    No,  indeed — quite  other-- 
wise.    The  ''odious  stamp  tax,**  and  all  other 
taxes  paid  in  common  by  the  mercantile  and- 
other  classes  are  to  be  repealed^  but  the  tax  oq' 
'  land  and  negroes  is  the  legitimate  source  of  per- 
manent revenue.     He  warned  this  great  interest 
of  the  danger  of  thus  exposing  it  to  a  continu- 
a  ce  of  the  ungenerous  and  unjust  exclusivenesa< 
which  had  singled  them  out,  as  the  peculiar  ob- 
jects of  taxation. 

j  This  public  debt  was  a  universal  ** mortgage,*'' 
I  an  incumbrance  upon  all  our  estates.  Every  man 
.  should  t>e  anxious  to  see  it  discharged  and  re* 
'  leaded.  Every  dollar  raised  for  the  purpose  of 
I  dischargirig  the  public  debt  should  be  regarded, 
,  as  so  far  a  satisfaction  of  this  mortgage.  No 
I  man  could  desire  to  have  his  property  pass  to  hia 
children  thus  heavily  incumbered  with  liabilities. 
It  ought  to  be  constantly  kept  in  mind  that  our 
property  with  this  lien  upon  it,  was  lessened  by 
that  amount,  and  every  dollar  that  was  placed  in 
the  treasury  to  pay  the  public  debt,  went  just  so 
far  to  increase  the  actual  value  of  our  property. 
Every  man  knew,  that  if  tvU  1[a.Ticvvi^%tDk»t\3^v^ 
forapatticular  ^um^  \l  -wwl  '^oi\Xx\ft>»sa'Sit^* 


360 


cisely  to  the  amount  of  that  sum  leu  than  its  I 
par  value.  It  waa  precisely  the  same  thing  with 
regard  to  the  whole  property  of  the  State,  which 
was  incumbered  with  the  public  debt,  of  which 
he  repeated ,  the  items  of  land  and  negroes  would 
in  any  event,  pay  a  large  proportion,  and  if  a 
system  of  early  repeal  should  be  unfortunately 
adopted,  they  would  be  made  to  pay  nearly  the 
whole. 

He  had  thus  given  his  views  on  the  genera] 
question,  discussed  by  the  gentleman  from  Fred- 
erick, without  reference  to  the  particular  motion 
now  liefore  the  chair.  Indeed,  he  had  not  heard 
this  propo'-ition  read,  as  the  gentleman  had  just 
commenced  his  remarks  as  he  entered  the 
Hall. 

Mr.  Thomah,  in  reply,  said,  there  was  one  pro- 
position on  which  he  was  desirous  not  to  be  mis- 
understood. The  gentleman  from  Kent  had  laid 
it  down  as  a  principle  that  the  price  of  the  stocks 
in  market,  depends  on  the  relation  which  the  de- 
mand bears  to  the  supply,  and  thai  the  presence 
of  the  State  treasurer  in  the  market  cannut,in  any 
way,  influence  the  value  ofstocks.  He  admitced 
that  the  treasurer  could  not  regulate  the  price  of 
all  stocks.  But  the  amount  of  the  surplus  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer,  might  be  disproportioned 
to  the  amount  of  such  stock  in  the  market,  as  the 
treasurer  was  in  the  habit  oi'  purchasing. 

Although  the  law  did  not  compel  the  treasurer 
to  purchase  Maryland  stocks  only,  it  was  the 
practice  of  the  treasurer  to  do  so;  and  aS  the 
amount  of  Maryland  stocks  in  the  market  that 
were  due  was  limited,  a  large  surplus  for  their 
purchase  would  cause  an  unreasonable  cleviiioii 
in  their  price. 

He  was  awaro  that  there  was  no  law  in  this 
State,  which  confines  the  treasurer  to  the  pur- 
chase of  any  particular  stock;  and  he  was  sur- 
prised that  the  treasurer  should  be  allowed  to 
deal  in  any  other  than  our  State  stocks.  Not 
that  he  meant  any  insinuation  against  tiio  present 
treasurer,  for  a  man  more  honest  never  tilled  the 
office.  But  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  that 
the  treasurer  of  the  Sta^  e  shall  be  pei  mitted  to  deal 
in  the  stocka  of  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  or  Can- 
ton, or  in  all  of  these,  without  any  restriction. 
He  thought  it  was  the  duly  of  the  legislature  to 

Crescribe  how  far  he  might  go.  He,  himself,  had 
een  informed  that  the  treasurer  had  expressed 
himself  hcnsible,  that  this  large  discretion  should 
never  be  exercised.  Purchases  with  the  sii  king 
fund,  had  always  been  made  in  Maryland  stocks 
only.  Assuming,  then,  that  the  treasurer  is  lim-  ! 
ited,  he  (Mr.  T  ,)  would  place  himself  in  a  posi- 
tion to  meet  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kent.  He  would  ask,  if  there  is  any  portion  of 
the  debt  of  the  State,  which  hns  yet  thirty-nine 
years  to  run  in  the  market,  on  reasonable  termt*.' 
The  gentleman  from  K»  ni  argues  that  we  ouffht 
to  apply  the  surp  us  money  to  pay  the  State  dent. 
When?  That  is  the  question.  According  to  the 
stipulation  in  the  bond.  Because  a  man  does  not 
make  sacrifices  to  enable  him  to  pay  debts,which, 
according  to  contract,  will  not  become  due  for 
many  years,  is  he  to  be  regard*  d  as  one  who 
runs  counter  to  all  the  proprieties  of  life,  and  to 
every  moral  principle    U  the  Stale  to  bt  c^Vtd 


on  now,  to  pay  a  debt,  which  doei  not  fall  dot 
until  the  year  1890?  If  we  agree  to  do  Ihii,  all 
the  advantage  of  the  act  will  accrue  to  ipeeula* 
tors  in  stocks,  but  no  profit  could  result  lo  the 
State. 

But  enough  had  been  said  on  thh  topie.  The 
subject  had  been  discussed  over  and  over,  until 
the  Convention  had  become  weary  of  it.  EvciT 
man  must  have  made  up  his  mind  how  he  wiU 
vote. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said  that  the  questioo  before  the 
House  had  been  lost  sight  of,  which  was  not  uoii- 
sual,  and  he  should  not  now  follow  in  tbb  dit- 
oussive  debate,  had  not  the  distinguished  gentle 
man  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas,) a  second  tiae 
referred.to  matters  which  appeared  entirely  irrele- 
vant to  the  question  now  under  considleratkNk 
That  gentleman  had,  in  his  speech  of  yestenkj, 
referred  to  the  last  message  of  the  late  Goveraw 
Philip  Francis  Thomas,  and  had  reiterated  to-dij 
his  unqualified  disapprobation  of  that  part  of  t 
which  recommended  to  the  Legislature  "  not  to 
rescind  any  portion  of  the  taxes  until  the  pubbs 
debt  was  paid."    That  it  waa  not  in  accordaoflt 
with  his,  (Mr.  T's  ,)  understanding  of  the  vievi 
of  the  party  to  which  he  belonged.    Mr.  J.  wui 
he  dkl  not  mean  to  Question  the  gentleman's  tii- 
cerity  when  he  declared  that  he  would  go  at  ftr 
as  any  man  to  preserve  and  protect  the  ftilh  eC 
the  State,  when,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  la  &• 
vor  of  a  reduction  of  the  taxes  and  a  dilUu^ 
bance  of  that  system  of  revenue  upon  an  adb^ 
rence  to  which,  the  good  faith  and  credit  of  ths 
State  so  much  depended.    Mr.  J.  said,  be  diin- 
ed  in  political  views,  generally,  with  the  bis 
Governor  of  Maryland,  but  be  was  willing  to 
**  render  unto  CsBsar  the  things  that  are  CsBOtfV 
in  doing  which,  the  distinguished  gentleman  liois 
Frederick,  could  not  take  it  amiss  if  kU  gubeiia- 
torial  policy  were  brought  in  contrast  with  that  of 
the  late  Governor.    Mr.   J.  said  he  wooM  aot 
question  the  motives  of  the  gentleman,  but  bii 
councils  and   his  measures  were  appproprbts 
subjects  for  animadversion.     U  hat  was  the  eoe* 
dition  of  the  finances  of  Maryland  and  her  credit 
when  the  gubernatorial  term  of  the  gentkasB 
from  Frederick  expired }    What  are  they  nov, 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  late  Gov* 
ernor,  Philip  Francis  Thomas? 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  refer  to  the  reportsof  tKs 
Trepsurcr  and  messages  of  the  Governor,  fbrtbs 
condition  of  afi*airs  at  the  period  to  which  bsdr 
sired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 

In  December,  i844,  when  the  gubematoriil 
term  of  the  eenileman  from  Frederick  was  aboQt 
to  expire,  ajier  calling  the  attention  of  the  Lc|i^k 
lature  to  the  financial  embarrassments  of  the  Stale, 
and  the  deficit  in  the  revenue  to  meet  ths  ds* 
mands  upon  the  Treasury,  he  says: 

'These  defalcations  in  the  revenue  are  to  be 
imputed  in  a  great  degree  to  the  palpable  inei^ 
ficiency  of  the  whole  taxes  levied,  even  il  pv^ 
tually  paid.  As  long  as  our  tax  laws  bsve  Ibii 
obviuus  aspect,  we  may  expect  a  lar|^  portioa  of 
the  public  dues  will  be  withheld,  in  the  hefief 
that  the  attempt  to  pay  the  public  debt  will  atse 
distant  day  be  abandoned."  Again:  '^Aaolher 
{^\mX  error  was  oommitted  in  failof  to  ealbiti 
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the  law  agaiiat  the  first  delinquenU."  In  this  i  Governor  Pratt,  announcing  that  the  credit  of 
state  of  things  others  were  encourged  to  follow  ■  Maryland  was  redeemed,  firit  caught  his  view, 
theexampleof  the  delinquents;  ^'and  now,  instead  ■  Nr  then  felt  again  as  an  Aroerican^as  a  Mary- 
of  three,  we  have  seven  counties,  wiihin  whose  luniier — without  reproach.  None,  save  those 
boundaries  the  tax  laws  art;  not  all  enforced/*  |  who  have  experienced  snnilar  emotions,  can  ap- 
"No  one  in  the  defaulting  counties,  it  appears  is  '  pr«;ciutR  theoi.  ll  was  the  absorbing  question  of 
willing  to  encounter  the  udium  of  becomnu  the  the  day  Maryland  havinfjr  taken  the  lead,  the 
coliectorof  the  tax  levied  to  pay  the  iiiiere^t  on  oUut  Stateft  would  soun  fuliow.  To  Governor 
our  internal  impruvemcnt  debt.**  ,  Frait  atid  those  who  co-oprrated  with  hiai,  is  the 

Mr.  J.  said,  these  glojmy  forebodings  perva*  :  credit dui*.  Whulnow  is hbr condition?  And  to 
ded  the  whole  messaf^e.  and  he  retired  from  the  i  what  .state  of  prosperity,  under  judicious  legis- 
Cbair  of  State,  leaving  to  hit  succc^sor^  a  Trea-  liition,  and  adtninivtration,  she  may  expect  to 
■U17  embarrassed;  the  laws  unexecuted;  the  ered- ,  arrive,  may  bu  anticipated  from  the  Treasurer^* 
it  of  the  State  prostrated  at  home  and  abroad.  I  report,  and  the  Ubt  message  of  Governor  Philip 
Heconcludes  his  message  a**  fullows:  **In  the  re-  ,  Francis  Thoniab,  who  aftt-r  reviewing  the  varit.us 
tirenient  to  which  I  go,  I  shall  hail,  with  exulta-  |  suurce^  of  revenue  and  the  public  debt,  thus  ex- 
lion,  the  evidence  01   wisdom  and  patriotism  on  ■  presses: 

on  the  part  of  yourselves,  mid  your  ^ucocssorj'S,  \  u\t  will  then  l>e  hcen  that  $375,000,  at  least, 
which  will  hfi  my  native  Slate  into  the  rank  !  nmv  be  safciv  apppropriated  to  the  annual  pay- 
which  she  has  a  right  to  occupy  among  her  sis-  '  n,e^t  of  the  mam  debt,  while  a  balance  will  al- 
ten  of  the  union. '^  1  ^avg  i-|.Q)ai„  on   hand,  more  than  sufficient   to 

?!fl  *'!.'i?i**_!*u  ^®."/l^  ^?*!  J'**'  attention  of  the  ;  cover  any  unforeseen  contingency.    That  amount, 
*^ '        .  -     .1  -  .  »f    .     .    jQg|,,|j^j.  ^^,jj^j  jj^g  increa^ement  of  the  sinking 

fund,  regulaily  inveHtt-d,  will  eitinguish  the  en- 
tire public  debt,  in  thiricen  years  Irom  the  first 
day  of  l)c' ember,  Ifeiil."  This  estimate,  how- 
ever, proceeds  upon  the  hypothesis  that  in  the 
mean  lime,  no  attempt  wilTbe  successfully  madu 
to  disturb  the  existing  sys^tem  uf  taxation,  and 
that  it  u  ill  be  left  in  all  its  intf'grity,  to  work  out 
the  relief  which  it  ib  !<o  certain  to  atibrd. 

'*  Allow  the  sviitem  lo  continue  untouched  for 
at  most  fifteen  years  longer,  and  Maryland  will 


House  to  the  other  side  of  the  picture.  He  had 
fluccessora  whose  ** wisdom  and  patriotism,**  and 
energy  and  zeal,  did  lift  the  State  into  the  rank 
which  ahe  had  a  right  to  occupy.  These  suc- 
ceeon  were  Governor  Prult,  and  Governor 
Philip  Francis  Thomas,  under  whose  administra- 
tion that  system  of  revenue  was  adopted,  whicii 
in  the  langauge  of  the  latter  Governor,  will  "pre- 
vent the  posMibility  of  a  relapse  to  her  former 
cheerless  and  degrading  condition,'*  aid  which 
the  distinguished  goiitleman  from  F'l-ed^^rickde- 
now  to  disturb. 


urea  now  to  disturo.    How  siood  mat  ers  when  ,  «i  ,  ,        ■  li      .^.^...^i      .• 

n^^^w.^^m  u-^MV  ,„.»«   .„u:«K    .«.^   r  .  1  present  the  anomalous  and  enviable  spectacle  ot 

(vorernor  rratt':i  term,  which  iiumodiate  y  sue-  *         _  i.u  1  i   .  •  ^  r     .^  j„u.  -  « *   i 

..^1.^  tK.  ««--  .»«i  ^-    «i«i  ♦u„    «u  ^.     .   I  a  commonwealth  liberated  from  debt,  supported 

ceeilea  tne  one  and  preceded  the  other,  expired.       -.i    . . .       .■  t    ^   ^    .a    e L. -.!.!.  1  .. 

as.   I  .«:^  k.  «.«..i^  -«r«-  »»  ti  .  ^  ,-\i  without  taxat  on.  and  possessed  of  an  annual  siir- 

Mr.  J.  aaid  lie  would  reter  to  the  mes^ace  ul  the      1  c  r       .1        .    r      1      j    j  .i 

1..^  o ...  41  -  f .  -:.!_...-      .  IX         L  p  us  levcnuH,  of  from  three  to  five  hundred  thou- 


late  Governor  to  the  Legislature  at  Deccmbei 
lession,  1847,  in  which  he  says:  '*the  condition 
of  the  Bnances  as  represented  in  the  annual  mes- 
ttge  of  the  Governor,  and  the  report  of  the  Tria- 
larer,  ii  a  subject  01'  profound  congratulation. 
While  it  hat  been  the  privilege  of  my  distingui-h- 
•d  predecessor,  (Governor  IVatt,)  by  his  assidui- 
ty, firmness,  and  ability  to  rescue  \iar\t:!nd  from 
the  vortex  of  insolvency  in  which  he  I'ouiid  hci 
engulphed,  and  to  elevate  her  to  that  proud  P'l- 
sition  before  the  world,  which  the  character  of  her 
people  entitle  her  to  occupy,  it  will  be  my  m-'n^ 
Iiuuible  aim  to dischargre  tliu  functii  n<»  tribe  exe- 
cutive office  with  ii'.UIiiy  us  to  ensure  «>taliii!lY  in 


sand  dollurs/' 

.Mr.  J.  said  he  woiild  make  no  apology  for 
reading  thus  copiously  from  these  messages.  The 
extract.*!  sshovvcil  the  true  financial  condition  of 
the  Stale  at  tlic  re>pective  periods  referred  to; 
and  fiom  the  ;iitention  of  the  lIoU'e,nc  saw  that 
the  facls.v.cre  ii;terc>lih}!:  lo  all. 

Tile  ^eiitictiian  from  Frederick  has  protested 
a2:ainsl  ih'i  i.ii  A>.iae9  of  Governors,  having  an 
efl'cci  upon  the  stocii  market,  as  producing  an 
unsound  i>tatc  of  tniiiizs. 

Mr.  J  i'liM'iiTed  it  the  duiv  of  the  chief  Ex- 
eciitive  c'lIicLT  ol  the  Stat-,  lo  present  the  true 
c-oiiditioii  i.ti'  the  tlnaiiCL's,  and  to  lecommend  such 
intasuies   as  ho   deemed  bt.'^t  ccilrulated  to  pro- 


the  reveimefi,  inspire  increased  eontidunce  in  tht 

honor  arid  integrity  of  the  State,  and  to  prcvLnt  i 

the  po-sibiliiy  of  a  reiapsu  to  hir  foimcr  choer-  I  '""^^^  *•'«  ^^^^^  interests  of  the  Slate. 

less  and  degrading  conJttion.'*    This  is  the  ijcr^t  i      The  gentieman   from    Frc(!erii:k.   had  in  his 

testimony,  Mr.  J.  said,  coming  u-*  it.  did  iVoni  a  |  nica^jge  (.spie.^bcd  his  opinmns  of  the  cmbarras- 

political  opponent  and  his  iiumeiliatc  iinnce^sM*,  i  s^d  (■onditioii  of  tl.o  icvcnue.     They  were  of  a 

that  could  be  offered  to  (he  ^'wisdom  and  patriot-  I  de.*-{K)nding  rluiract-i — tiie  eiiW-t   of  which  was 

i*im"  of  Governor  Fralt.     .Mr.  J.  .suid  there  way  I  fell  al  home  anl  j.iro:<d,  an>l  did  produce  depres- 

ona  fact  he  took  this  opportunity  to  refer  to.     It  {  sinn  in  tiie  Siatc   -.locks  and  Stale   credit.     Flis 

was  his  lot  during  the  gloomy  administration  otj  two  imniediali^  bucccssor^    presented  a  dilferent 

the  gentleman  from  Fi;cderick,  to  be  on  the  other  !  state  ot  tilings.     iiistc«>^^of  lopudiat  on,   insol- 


■ide  of  the  Atlantic.  He,  like  every  other  Anieri 
can  in  Kurope, deeply  and  sensibly  V.  It  tiie  tuunis 
anil  denunciations  whi':h  wore  unceasingly  cast 
upon  the  credit  and  honor  of  the  States. 

He  felt  for  all,  but  most  for  his  native  State, 
Maiylandi  and  when  the  cheering  message  of 


veiiey,  ribellion  ii^riiiii-i  theJavs.  whuM  wtr^ 
then  anlicipattui,  they  left  her  redeemed  fioni 
the  stain  wnich  had  rested  upon  her,  icscued 
from  the  "volex  of  insolvency  in  which  they 
found  her  engulphcl/^  Was  not  this  an  appro- 
priate topic  for  an  £xqcuU>'(^  \av,^'^«&^    X-^'w  vvvX. 


cheering'to  every  citizen  or  Mirjlend,  titer  be- 
Ingto  heiTj  pTSuecl  down  by  laxation,  to  learn 
from  \hf  proper  source,  ihal  there  is  ■  prospect, 
and  tl  no  d^sunt  da;,  o(  being  cMirel;  relieied 
ftvin  those  burdens.and  »ith  a  sufficient  rcTenue, 
without  laxQlion,  to  meet  all  future  proper  de- 
mand! upon  tbe  treiBurv-' 

»-  The  vcnllemsn  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomas) 
•falsa  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Cecil, 
(Mr.  HcUne,)  daubt  the  resiizalion  of  ilie  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Stale  d<  bt  within  the  period 
anUelpa<od,  and  have  expressed  their  distrust 
In  the  estimate  of  receipts  from  the  sourcesfrota 
whiehitisIubeelTecied. 

tflhe  mcstageof  a  Govamur,  in  relation  to 
the  finances  of  he  Slate,  is  calculaled  to  pro- 
duee  an  inflated  tendency  in  the  stocli  morKrt, 
how  much  deprsBSion  may  be  produced  bj  the 
expreseion  of  the  desponding  lemsrinar  tlicae 
two  diitinguiahed  gentlemen  who  have  Glled  so 
tnanj  b>gh  and  lianambla  mations? 

But,  iVr.  J.,  said,  he  did  not  apprehend  any 
iajtiry  to  the  crtdiiof  Ihe  Slnte,  as  longns  the 
pRieut  s]*tem  of  rerenue  hoe  adhered  to,  and 
the  treasurer'a  report!  continued  to  present  such 
£in>rable  results. 

Hr.  TnoHMSaid  thai  those  who  did  nut  Imoin 
htm  intimately,  might  hate  supposed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Chaile.4,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  vim 
about  til  present  something  iVnm  the  menace  of 
wbioh  he  bad  read  a  part  variant  materially  from 
opiniuiii,  Mr.  T.  hud  expie^sed  here  to-day. 
But  of  thai  he  had  felt  no  apprehensions  nut- 
Titbstnnding  the  troub'etlie  gentleman  bad  taken 
to  look  over  these  old  documents. 

There  was  nothing  in  that  message  inconsis- 
tent, in  anv  degree,  with  what  he  had  now  said. 
To  Colistrue  rightly  llie  paragraph  tbot  ha6  been 
md,  i(  nr  uld  be  prnper  to  read  also  other  parlEtof 
that  ddcumrn t, and  partgof  the  Ino  messages  from 
Ihe  same  depurlment  of  our  Stale  goveinmehl, 
for  the  years  184i  and  18^3.  Those  meibage^ 
all  contained  paragraphs  earnestly  urging  tlie 
I«Ei*l;iture,  to  provide  iJio  means  to  maintain  tlie 
bitli  uf  the  State.  And  the  paragraph  read  by 
the  gentleman,  rightly  construed,  guvo  oiio  nf 
the  strongest  reaions  that  could  be  addrcs^J  Ii> 
t'lOse  who  wrre  anxious  to  maintain  unsullied 
the  public  faith.  Tbe  pangraph  Ihe  gcntlemai. 
had  read,  was  tquitalent  to  the  declaiation  that 
if  energetic  meanurcB  for  that  object,  weru  not 
promptly  adopted,  there  might  be  reason  to  sp- 
pruhelld  tliat  llie  pulillc  mi'iil  would  receivo  tiie 
linpreuion,  that  the  Legisluturu  hid  not  the 
courage  to  di)  ita  duljr.  And  in  that  event  the 
dcsiro  to  repudiate  might  become  ' • '^ 


lied.     This 


jiartof  the  message,  which  had  hcen  read  to 

the  IHoivc,  wh>-n  taken  in  connection  with  other 

patlsuf  the  samo  paper,  and  with  Ihe  twopn- 

oarlmg  mcs-aiea. 

He  waa  aurprisod  to 

Matched  i'--  ■  '■ 

wuanjth 
•xnrAaed 
bun  >llu< 
be,(M<.T 

of  Uttjm 


hls)  ID  the  opinions  thereinespreBiad.  "HiaBi*- 
sige  was  published  afier  the  ajatem  of  tasation 
had  been  sanctioned  by  tbe  Legialature.  It  wai 
not  to  be  presumed,  that  he  would  when  sur- 
rounded, as  chief  magistrate,  by  hosts  of  friend*, 
shrinli  from  advocating  «  policy  whicb  tbe 
Goiernor  of  the  Slate  had  repeatedlT  ui^ed,  and 
the  people  had  sanctioned,  when  It  warn  Tciy 
certain  that  he,  in  his  retired  office  in  Waihii^- 
lon,  had  boldl;^  net  his  face  against  the  financial 
policy  that  avoided  all  retarla  to  taxation  in  any 

Beii'g  up,  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  brieSj  reply 
to  ihe  closing  remark)  of  Ihe  gentleman  frtn 
Kent.  That  gentleman  had  appealed  to  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  agricultural  intere*  s,  to 
rally  against  the  proposed  power  in  Die  Legisla- 
ture to  reduce,  if  it  becomes  neeeasary,  our 
State  taxo).  He  knew  the  influence  of  that  gen- 
tleman over  the  judgments  of  many  meiiibcr*  oa 
this  fl.'Oi-.  But  he  did  nut  anticipate  that  thii  ap- 
peal could  have  much  effect  on  any  portion  </ 
this  Convention.  The  gentleman  llnowa — tliii 
ronvention  know— that  the  legislative  power  of 
the  State  is  in  the  hand?  of  those  who  are  chosea 
by  the  agriculturalists.  The  commercial  inter- 
ests uf  Baltimore,  bare  but  five  members  of  a 
Hoiise  of  Delegates  composed  of  eighty  two 
members.  The  same  inlereil  has  but  one  msm- 
bs  in  the  Senale:  and  jct  the  gentleman  iirould 
bavi?  us  lo  willibuld  fioin  the  Legislature,  tbe 
powe  to  reduce  (axes  in  a  certain  contingency, 
under  tl.eapprehension  that  in  making  such  re- 
ductio  K  ,  Ihu  iiitDresIs  of  Baltimore  Mould  alon* 
be  com  uled. 

Mr.  Thowh  said,  he  had  no  fear  (hat  any  g»- 
tleman  would  attribule  to  him  i  disposition  not 
tn  pay  Ihe  Slate  debt  and  interest.  It  waa  aulG-  | 
cicnl  tor  him  lo  say,  that  Ilia  name  would  ba  I 
found  recorded  in  favor  of  ever;  propoairion,  fiir 
a  tax,  the  object  of  which  was  lo  maintain  tM 
faith  of  the  Stale.  But  the  amendment  of  tht 
Rcntleman  from  Worceeter,  [Mr.  Jacobs  1  wonW 
prevent  tlie  Legislature  from  taking  oo  any  of 
the  lues,  until  tlic  debt  and  interest  were  bolli 

Mr.  Jacobs  interposed  and  explained  thatsucb 
was  not  the  effect  of  his  proposition,  as  he  kaJ 
excepted  the  modification  of  the  gentleman  froa 
Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey.) 

Mr.  Hrown  was  not  aware,  he  aaid,  thai  its 
gB'tleman  had  accepted  the  mudiGcatioD. 

Wbcn  the  question  of  the  Stale  debt  and  Gnu- 
ees  hail  sprung  up.  he  (Mi.  H.,)  had  gone  to  IM 
State  Treasurer,  for  inlormalioo,  upon  tanpoiad 
— first,  as  to  tbe  times  when  the  debt  of  the  StsU 
tvould  fall  due— and  secondly,  at  what  prioeke 
had  purchased  the  last  bonds,  from  the  mopaji 
in  the  slnkioK  fund.  He  (Mr.  B.,)  found  Ibit 
te  priee  A  which  the  purcbaae  had  been  made, 

I.__J_J      j^      ^y^     ^^       li^JJ 

id  to  argue  that  the  inavi-. 

imulslion  of  a  large  liiik- 

~'anee  the  priee.ofila 

(if  prohibitinE  ibe  Lf 

lAXE!,  would  be  In  tal 

tor  the  lienefil 
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mora  money  there  was  in  the  sinking  fund  with  \  States.    As  for  the  re-i«sue  of  State  honds,  after 

which  te  purchase  the  bond^  of  the  State,  the  their  purchase  for  tim  State,  that  was  forbidden 

higher  would  be  their  market  value.  i  hy  law;  all  Kuch  bonds  were  registered,  and  then 

It  neemed  to  him  that  the  hrtter  conrse  would  cancelled, 

be  to   leave  the  matter  to  the  let^islature.     lie  -      In  regard  to  relief  from  taxation  by  a  gradual 

was  willing  to  apply  the  sinkint;  fund  to  the  pur-  rniuriion,  which  the  f;(*ntlemuM  from  Frederick, 

chase  of  our  bonds  at  something  like  par  value,  (Mr.    Thomas,)   advocated    with  f'Uch  zeal  in 

as  fast  as  the  fund  was  competent  to  thni  pur-  |>rofi>rence  to  apply in|;  surplu««eR  to  the  redemp- 

pose.      But  he  had  no  idea  of  aiiticipatini;  the  tioii  of  the  priucipulof  the  debt,  until  the  whole 

|iayment  uf  our  debt,  so  as  to  run  up  its  value  to  was  cxlin^uixhed,     iMr.  1).  doclari-d  himself  ut- 

fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  above  par.    Legi.sia-  terly  opposed  to  >Mrh  a  course,     lie  thought  it 

tion  of  this  character  was  neither  wise  nor  just,  unwj-e  and  danc;erou<. 

He  wap  in  favor  of  leavir^  the  Legislature  un-  If  one  tax  law  was  repealed,  another  might  be. 
fettercd^to  reduce  the  taxes  when,  in  their  dis-  Conti  sts  would  aiise  between  different  interests, 
cretion,  they  should  think  that  the  reduction  and  if  the  work  were  once  commenced  no  one 
could  safely  be  made.  could  say  where  it  would  end.  If  one  brick  was 
Mr.  DoyALDSON'  said  :  taken  out  ancither  would  follow,  and  then  ano- 
The  gentleman  from  Carroll,  (Mr.  Brown,)  ther,  until  tiio.  whole  structure  would  tumble 
had  given  us  some  facts,  he,  [Mr.  D.,]  would  about  our  heads  and  perhaps  overwhelm  the 
give  a  few  more  farts,  and  he  thought  that  all  credit  of  the  Staie  in  itn  ruins.  Whatever  arc 
taken  together  would  wear  an  aspect  ditferent  the  imperfections  of  the  pre-ent  system,  the  peo- 
from  that  given  by  the  partial  statement  of  that  pie  have  be<!ome  content  under  it,  and  it  would 
gentleman.  It  was  certainly  true,  that  six  per  be  hazardous  to  agitate  the  question  of  rf-pealing 
cent.  iVIaryland  stocks  were  now  purchased  at  any  piirt  of  it.  Ttie  people  now  most  cheerfully 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  premium,  for  the  in-  ;  pny  the  taxe**,  which  provide  the  interest  uf  the 
crease  of  the  sinking  fund.  But  the  gentleman  dertt,  and  large  surplusscs  for  the  redemptioL  of 
must  remember,  that  for  a  considerable  portion  the  prineipal.  They  now  pay  them  with  ease, 
of  our  debt  the  State  realized  at  the  time  of  is-  In  {\\k  >tute  of  things,  we  >houid  relieve  our- 
suing  the  loans  a  large  premium,  rangini;  even  selves  of  as  much  of  the  debt  as  possible;  for  we 
as  high  as  twenty  percent ;  nor  must  he  forget,  cannot  be  certain  that  such  great  prosperity  will 
that  for  along  period,  when  our  stocks  were  remain  uninterrupted,  and  a  time  mi^iht  pos-ibly 
▼ery  much  depreciated  in  the  market,  we  bought  o«'rur  when  the  payment  would  be  found  more 
for  the  sinking  tund  greatly  below  par.  Thus  dinfieult.  The  plai/of  the  gentleman  from  Fred- 
the  sinking  fund  has  so  fur  gained  largely  in  the  eri^k,  of  con^latitly  reducing  taxation  so  as  to 
whole  transaction,  and  Ikih  cx'.ingui>hed  a  con-  ptevcnt  surjilu^iev,  would,  of  couise,  have  the 
aiderable  part  of  the  public  debt  on  most  advan-  etfect  of  iiideliiittely  prolonging  the  existence  of 
tageous  terms.  It  is  not  probable,  that  we  shall  .  our  de'jt.  and  of  taxes  for  the  piyment  of  its  iu- 
ever  lose  a  greater  amount  by  the  payment  of  tcrest.  It  seemed  to  him,  ( ^Ir.  b.,)  that  it  was 
premiums  for  our  own  stock,  than  we  have  gain-  of  much  greater  advantage  to  the  property  hold- 
ed  by  receiving  premiums,  and  [»urcha>ing  again  ers  themselve.'*,  to  continue  the  taxes  at  their 
at  a  discount,  tor  the  ninking  fund.  We  have  no  present  amount,  so  that  they  may  be  entirely  re- 
right  to  complain  of  having  to  pay  the  premium  tieved  ot  all  taxation  in  the  eourse  of  ten  or  a 
we  now  do.  dozen  ycar.'^,  than  to  reduce  tiie  rate  of  taxation 

The  best  investment,  he  said,  was  in  our  own  by  a  few  cents  at  n  time,  from  }ear  to  year,  ana 

debt;  and  all  surplusses  ought  to   be  applied,  as  '  so  greatly  prolong   the  date  of  tinal  exemption, 

they  now  are  by  law,  to  the  purchase  and  extin-  lie  belie vt.d  that  the  former  policy,  if  consider- 

guifthmentof  that  debt.    The  apprehensions  in-  ed  as  tixed,  would  add  to  the  present  value  of  all 

dulged  in,  of  an  unlimited  rise  in  ourst"-cks,  to  the  property  in  Maryland.    The  sooner  the  whole 

be  produced  by  our  purchasing  for  extinguish-  of  this  dtvjt  ia  disctiarged,  the  better  for  us  all. 

ment,  were  unreasonable.     The  MarylanrI  slocks  When  it  is  discharged,  a  very  great  impulse  will 

were  not,  and  would  not  be.  the   only  fiuhlic  so-  be  given  to  our   prosperity,  and  men  of  capital 

curities  in  the  market      The  stocks  of  the  United  will  not  be  deterred  from  ciming  amongst  us, 

States,  of  New   York,  Massachusetts,  Oliio  nnd  or  embarking  their   means   in  our  enterprises. 

some  other  States,  would  furnish   n.^  safe  invest-  Such  a  course,  then.  i.s  demanded  by  our  own  in- 

meats  as  our  own,  and  would  present  our  own  tcre^iis.     In  this  connection,  he  said  that  the  me- 

roro  rising  much,  if  any  thing,  above   their  real  thod   of  stating  the  amount  of  our  public  debt 

Talue.  ought  to  be  changed,  ko  as  to  exhibit  to  the  peo- 

The  gentleman  from  Carroll  seemed  to  think,  ■  jde,  how   much   it  had  been   reduced  m  every 

that  we  should  one  day  have  to  throw  the  whole  year.     At  prt-.«('nt,  the  same  amount  of  debt  was 

amount  of  stocks  in  the  sinking  fund  at  once  into  stat<^d  every  year,  and  aithou;h   the  amount  of 

he  market,  in  order  to  pay  oil'  the  public  debt,  the  .<iriking"  fund  is  also  stated,  the  result  is  not, 

Mr.  Brown  explained,  that  he  only  meant  to  in    general,    correctly   understood.      Only  the 

lay,  that  an  amount  of  money  was  to  be  invested  amount   of  primipal  which  has  not  been  cxtin- 

annually  for  <hat  fund.  gui^hed  by  tlit;  sinking  fund  should  be  seated  as 

Mr.  DuyALDSON  continued,     lie  was  gl-..d  that  the  ex  stm'g  debt,  and  the  sinking  fund  should  be 

be  had  misimders^ood  the  gentlenian.     But  the  c|a.s>cd  as  so  much  ex(ingui>h<id  debt.    It  wuuld 

sum  annually  invested  would  make  butn  small  then  be  evident  to  all,  bo^  rapidly  we  are,  from 

impreasioo  on  the  stock  market  uf  the  United  year  to  year,  paying  off  \ti«^u\ic;\^^^^>^^^^v^ 
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and  the  people  would  fully  reali.^  the  prospect  of 
discharging;  the  whole  bj  a  not  very  distant  date, 
and  would  therefore  pay  their  taxes  with  ercn 
greater  cheeriuhiess  than  bcforo. 

It  was  intimated  that  very  cxtravns;nnt  esti- 
mates had  been  made  of  future  receipN  fiom  the 
internal  improvements.  lie  himself  had  certain- 
ly indulged  in  no  wild  "^peculations  oti  the  suh- 
jcpt.  He  had  staled  no  particular  sum  as  lii« 
own  estimate.  The  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (^Ir. 
McLane,)  had  spoken  of  cr>{K). 000  aimually.  In 
their  present  unfinished  condition  they  yielded  to 
the  Stale  5*20t>,nu0,  and  were  constantly  increaa- 


of  Prince  George^s,  deserved,  perhaps,  men 
praise  than  any  other  man;  for  by  his  indepen- 
dence an*,  eners^,  in  the  face  of  opposition  and 
clamor,  the  law  imposing  the  direct  tax  was 
carried  through  the  Legislature.  That  was  the 
mo<:t  difficuli  ta>k  of  all.  Then  Governor  Pratt 
and  Citancellor  Johnson,  the  first  by  his  recom- 
mmdations  and  influence,  and  the  latter  by  his 
indefatigable  exertions  as  chairman  of  the  ways 
and  means  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  secured 
the  pn««age  of  supplementary  tax  laws,  by  which 
our  Ticu'^ury  was  hronght  into  a  condition  to 
meet  the   just  demands  of  our  cre<litors.     When 


ing  in  productiveness;  and  when  the  debt  wa^  he,  (Mr.  D..)  came  to  the  Legislature,  it  fell  to 
paid  off,  there  certainly  would  be  large  receipts  '  his  Jot  to  0<'cupy  a  po.sition,  which  rendered  it 
from  this  source,  to  ht*  di'^pi)«ed  of  in  some  inan-  I  nerc'^'sary  for  him  to  hecome^acquainted  with  the 
ner  or  other,     lie  would  Uike  oi"ca>i<)ii  lo  state, 


that  he  had  not  made  i.iiv  cnicnhilion  on  recciply. 
from  the  Che>.ij.»'alc«*  ant!  Ohio  Cinal.  On  that 
point  he  agreed  cntiiely  v.  Ilh  ihe  getitN'm.-m  from 
Frederick.  (Mr.  Thomas).     '!'o  u.ore  ih;iii  spvon 


condition  of  our  fmanees.  Fim* ingthat  tl  e  mea- 
suH's  previ«iii<ily  adopted  had  fully  accomplished 
their  object,  il  was  his  duty  to  announce  the  fact, 
ami  to  demon>trate  to  others,  as  well  as  he  coidd, 
tiiat  the  State  mijiht  safely  resume  the  paymcot 
iniilionsof  our  money,  ami  u!!  tlie  inlen'sl  tlierc-  '  of  interest  as  h«r  debt.  Tliat  was  all  he  liad 
on,  that  work  was,  !  done.     Anv  hone«t  man.  in   his  position,  wou'd 

Itowixt  I).n,iat:.  and  Mount  C.m,..  oI.I.        !  •'^'"'P  •'''  '""'  "'  1^,',"  ^.    aT.  ."  ^ 

Where  armies  wl.c.l.,  have  .^ui.k:-  i  P'^^"'  ""^  ?''"""  "^  .    .     •  7 .  "T^""'?^ 

by  tho«e  who  precrdeu  him;  and  he  had  orilj 

He  feared  tlie entire  ninount  v.'t^  irrccovc  rahly  I  endeavored  to  make  the  previoiw   lawtji  in<<reem- 
gone.  '  I  clent   in  their  operation.     His   na:.ie  had  been 

Mr.  D.  then   '•aid,  that  some    rrniarks  of  the  j  connected  with  the  final  act.  which  was  the  con- 

tile  labors  of  othen  had 
credit  had  been  conferred 
what  personal  to  himself.  lie  would  nr)t  hiive  i  upon  hi'n,  which  he  knew  that  he  never  iJeserv- 
riscn  for  the  purpose,  hut  bcini::  on  the  Moor,  he  ■  ed.  All  he  could  claim  wap,  to  have  felt  and  to 
thought  it  well  imi  to  let  the  occasidn  p?^^.  That  •  fi>el  for  the  honor  and  good  laitli  of  the  Stale  ts 
gentleman  had  used  the  exprc.*isiun,  that  he  was  ifDiev  were  his  own — and  such  must  be  the  feel- 
not  present  when  the  iionors  were  shared  in  re-  injjc  of  every  tiue  son  of  .Maryland, 
latioii  to  resioi  ing  the  credit  of  the  Slate.     V^  hen       Mr.  Prksstm.w  ro«ie.  he  Haid,  not  to  partiei- 


iTir.  1/.  iMfii    '*<iiu,  iiitii    i»iMii«-    It  null  Ik  ■>  ui    iiii:     roniierifu  who  inf.   un 
gentleman  fnun  Frederif.!;,  (Mr.  Tlio.nas,)  made  I  summation  to  which 
it  proper  that  he  sliDuld  jjpeak  of  a  nr.itter  some- :  brou;^ht  u«»,  and  thu'§  a 


the  gentleman  Irom  L).>rehesirr,  (Mr.  IMielps  )  in 
the  course  of  argument  the  other  day,  h.id  >^poken 


pate  at  any  lensi^'.h  in  the  discussion,  but  to  in- 
quire of  hh  frnMid  from   Anne  Arundel.  (iMr. 


of  him,  (.Mr.  D.,)  as  liaviiudone  mor**.  to  p'store    Donaldson,)  if  he  could  slate  what  amount  »*as 
the  credit  of  the  State  than  an>  other  person  ex-  .  paid  into  the  Treasury,  arisiT»sr  from  the  auxili- 
eept  Governor  Prill,  he.  (Mr.  1).,)  thoii'];ht,  that    ary  tax  laws,  as  they  are  familiarly  termed,  aod 
to  make  any  pul»lic  di.M'lainier  of  his  title  to*.neh    of  thi»  u  hole  *nm,  what  proportion  was  paidb; 
an  honor,  would  in  ils«  !f  hr  as-uming  loo  much  j  the  city  of  Halliniore.'     His  object  in  propound* 
importance  to  himself.     In  private,  he  had  told    iig  the  question  was  llii>,  thatit  might  ha  v«  ill 
that  gentleman,  htiw  much  he  had  e\agg;erat  d  !  due   weii;ht  in  ihe  distribution  of  honors  whkfa 
the  merit  of  any  act  ol  his,  (Mr.  IJ.V,;  and  what    had  been  spoken  of  in  connection  with  the  maio* 
injustice  he  hud  uninlcnt  onalty  done  to  others.  I  tenance  of  the  StateAs  credit.     He  thought  it 
Afterward,  when   the    i^entleman   from   Queen    would  appear  from  the  Trtasurer's  report,  tiut 
Anne's,  (Mr.??pencer,)elaiined  that  hiscolk':i;^ue,    nearly  two  tliird.sof  the  revenue  ari>ing  from  tin 
(Governor  Ora^on.)  had  tnkcn  thciirstand  ludd-    acts  of  IF4-1,  which  had  been  suggested  by  Go»- 
est  step,  by  advisinj;  the  imposition  of  the  direct  '  ernor  Pratt,  was  colleele«l  in  that  ciiy.     He  did 
tax,  he  (Mr.  1).,)  hail  interposed  to«>ay,  that  he, .  not  mean  in  the  snialksl  degree  to  take  fnwn 
(Mr.  D.f)  had  not  pretended  to  claim  lor  himself    the  descrvediv  energetic  and  talented  executive 
any  credit   whatever.     He  had  never  tstimaled  ;  to  whom  he  liad  referred  his  just  share  of  the 
what   he  himself  had  done  at  any  considerable  '  piblic  esteem  to  which  he  was  entitled,  foribe 
value.    All  the  most  important  part  of  (ho  work    part  he  bore  in  that  crisis  of  the  Staters  history* 
had  been  aeeompli*'hed  by  others,  before  he  came  ,  IjuI  this  much  he  was  bound  to  say,  that  tbeie 
upon  the  field  of  actionr    The  i^entleman  from  !  were  other  public  men  in   the  councils  of  the 
Frederick  ha<l  informed  us  of  hi^  own  claims,  of'  Stale,  sustained  by   patriotic  constituencies  to 
which  he,  (.Mr.  D.,)  had  not  before  been  aware,  i  whom  the  meed  of  praiae  is  also  due,  and  fiRt 
In  regard  to  others,  public  records  showed  u.^^ .  amon^  the  foremost  in  his  estimaiion,  was  the 
who  had  been  most   prominent  in  the  cause  of,  lamented  Robert  W.  Bowie,  of  Prince  George-i» 
State  faith.     Governor  Gr;)son,  in  his  messa^re,  >  the   distinguished  chaiiman  of  the  committee  of 
had  first  publicly  reconunended  the  direct  tax;  it  j  ways  and  meaiiri,  who  in  1841,  brought  forward 
was  a  bold  and  noble  act,  when  the  circumstan-    the  direct  tax  system  of  the  State.     No  man  need 
ees  arc  coniidered.    The  late  Robert  W.  Bowie,   desire  a  higher  eulogy  than  the  annals  of  the  State 
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famshesof  his  zeal,  energy,  patrioti«in  and  abili- 
ty. He  had  had  the  honor  of  being  himself  an 
bumble  member  of  that  committee,  and  he  could 
ipeak  advisedly  of  the  patient  toil  whirh  that  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  undf*rwent  both  In  the  com 


the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  when  the  necessi- 
ty which  prompted  their  adoption  might  no  long- 
er require  their  continuance.  The  city  of  Balti- 
more was  engagod  in  a  sowre  struggle  of  com- 
mercial rivalry  with  the  northern  ciiies,  and  she 


mittee  and  in  the  House,  [in  rouKl  not  ^ee  the  j  shouM  be  as  much  unfettert^d  in  the  race  of  com 
jostice  with  which  either  the  exccutire^  of  the  ^  petition  as  couKl  possibly  be  allowed. 
State  or  the  Let^islatures  prior  In  1844,  v:t*rc  to  \  Mr.  sfrExcEu  said — whether  the  Slateof  Mary- 
be  held  as  having  failed  in  view  of  all  the  circnni-  j  land  hail  su-ituiiied  a  prufil  ur  loss  by  the  sale  of 
stances  to  discharge  their  duty  upon  the  siihjiTt  {  h»:r  stock.H.'  what  h  the  nicsenl  contJitiun  of  the 
of  State  credit,  because  in  their  repcatod  <'tit)ns  tre:iHur\?  what  stocks  tho  treasurer  may  now  pur- 
they  had  not  matured  a  system  which  tim»  alone  chahe  ?  what  arc  the  cause!)  of  the  fluctuation  in 
eould  adequately  nugge.ft.  It  rcquiicl  much  i  the  stnrk  mari«etf  or  who  are  the  parties  to  be 
more  sternes-s  of  purpose  in  hi^  opini«)ri,  to  nu-ct  •  hcncfifl'-l  by  slock  operations  ? — were  not  ques- 

a  of  (li-   tionM  before  (he  Convention.     He  desired  to  ask 


the  responsibilities  involvetl  in  the  system 
rect  taxation  as  adopted  in  lt<41,  and  amended  in 
1842,  by  which  twenty-five  cents  on  every  ii^iUO 
worth  of  real  and  pcwonal  property  was  levied 


the  attention  of  the  Hou«>e  only  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, while  he  assif^ned  the  rea>oni>  which  would 
intlucncc.  hii<  vole      He  had  before  said,  that  tie 


throughout  the  whole  Stale,  than  to  add  thereto  ;  should  look  with  exticmc  jeaIou\v  to  any  action  of 
Busiliary  taxation  which  bore   mainly   upon   a  -  this  body  wbirh  inte'-fercd  with' the  finances  of 
single  portion  of  the  State,  and  that  section  most  \  the  Stati;.     Mc  deeply  rcj^relted  that  the  subject 
unequally  repre.«<*nted  in  the  (Tencral  As'scinbl)  '  h;id  ever  been   introduced  he -e.     He  was  sorry 
of  the  State.     Besides  all  this  the  Convention  |  that  the  present  proposition  had  been  brouj^htfor- 
will  remember  that  prior  to  the   year  Ih44,  the  ]  ward.     Fie  •^'^lould  vole  again«'t  it.     We  had  met 
doctrine   was  almo:<t  universally  bold  in  .Mary-    here  to  form  a  Cmstitution  :  and  it  was  never  an- 
land,  that  under  the  thirteenth  ailirle  of  the  bill  '•.  tiripated  tl  atwe  wo.ild  interfere  with  the  financial 
of  rights,  the  l^j^islature  was  forbidden  to  lay  any  '.  opcrHtinn>  of  the  Si.ite.     Such  an  idea  had  never 
tax  Kir  the  support  of  government,  except  it  wa*    enterci!  into  the  mii'd  of  any  man.     The  financial 
general  in  its  operation,  and   bore  a'ike  upon    arrangements  of  the  Slate  properly  belong  to  the 
every  description  of  p-operly.     He  hazarded  no- ;  Lejjislature   who  come  lre>h   from  the  people, 
thing  in  saying  that  in  the  ye'ar  the  dircrt  t.ix  sys-  i  and  are  lobe  regulated  by  circumstances  of  which 
tem  was  adopted  such  was  the  view  of  the  mem-    we  have  no  fore-kn«'W ledge.     Adopt  the  principle 
bars  of  the  General  .Assembly,  as  is  abundantly    of  interference  with  the  system  of  finance  here 
shown  by  the  basis  estabh!*h<'d  in  that  act.     No   and  you  cut  off  all  the  power  of  the  Legislature 
man  had  the  courage  at  that  time  to  *'  cut  the    over' the  subject  forever,  let  what  exigency  may 
gordian  knot"  of  consii  utional  restriction  sup-  .call  for  their   action     They  would  not  be  able 
posed  toexist,and  wh'ch  wassiib«eq»!cntly  boldly  •  to  make  a   new  assessment  for  the  valuation  of 
done  by  Governor  Pratt ;  and  he  ininht  perhups    property.    The   firiancial  S}stem  embraces   the 
in  Tiew  of  the  cxigcficy  in  which  the  State's  faiih  ,  existing  as«ies«iment  and  taxation.    They  stand 
was  involved,  bedi^ipoyed  to  forget  these  nicedis-  .  together  and  form  one  system. 
tinctions, and  rejoice  that  he  h«d  "assumed  the  .     They  depend  upon  each  other,  and  it  will  not 
responsibility"  at  that  time.    But,  sir,  it  ouirht    do  to  s<iy.  if  you  put  this  inhibition  in  the  Cojisti- 
rot  to  be  forgotten  that  in  the  gloomy  darkness    tution,  that  the   Ijcgi'^lalnre  could  prov  de  for  a 
which  overshadowed  tt.e  financial  affairs  of  the    new   asMcssment.      If  they  could   do  so,   they 
State,  no  backward  step   was  taken   from   tlie  ;  would  have  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  subject, 
policy  first  adopted  in  1H41;  and  there  wa«  one  j  and  hei.co,  could  direct  such  mode  of  assessment. 
Other  gentleman  to  whose  course  he  might  refer    embracing  valuation  and  other  matters,  as  they 
with  pride  and  pleasure,  to  whom  somethirig  of   thought  liest  to  adopt.     And  who  will  say,  that  if, 
theae  large  honora  was  due,  who  as  chairman  of  ;  ina  new  assessment  a  depreciated  valuation  were 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  the  Hou«<c    adopted,  it  would   not  affect  the  amount  of  the 
of  Delegates,  in  1842,  sugi;e<*ted  a  considerable    revenue  as  much,  as  if  the  rate  of  tax  were  di- 
increaso  of  the  direct  tax  of  1841— ho  alluded  to  '  minished.     And  this  would  defeat  the  object  of 
the  honorable  R  B.Carmichae  I,  of  Quien  A  niieV    the  pro^i^ion.     He  was   opposed  entirely  to  all 
In  that  proposition  he  was  supported  by  the  en-  .  action  on  the  part  of  this  Convention  which  looked 
tire  delegation  of  the  city  of  Balimore      li  fail-    to  closing  the  doors  of  lc«inlation  on  this  subject. 
ed  eseept  so   far  as  hu  increase  of  five  cents,  ■  He  was  unwilling  to  admit,  that  the  system  was 
which  was  the  maximum  to  which  the  direct  tax  '<  so  perfect  that  fulure  legislation  may  not  take 
has  ever  reached.    A  sin2;le  word  would  explain    place,  wisely  and  justly,  on  the  subject.    There 
hia  opposition  to  the  proposition  now  before  the    was  now,  one   very   important  item  of  wealth 
OBHTeniion.    While  ne  yielded  to  no  man  in  his    which  cscap3d  taxation,  unless  it  had  been  reach- 
determination  to  sustain  untarnishe  i  the  State's   ed  by  recent  legislation,  of  which  he  had  never 
credit,  and  would  not  for  a  single  moment  desire    heard.     He  meant  rent  charges.    He,  with  Hon. 
to  see  repealed  a  single  revenue  act  which  was   J.  A.  Pcarce,  had  raised  the  ouestion,  and  it  had 
necessary  to  its  support,  ho  was  unwilling  to  bind    been  decided  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  that  they 
Qp  the  Liegislature  of  the  State  to  the  extent  of  were  not  embraced  in  our  tax  laws.     Inhibit  all 
forbidding  any  change  of  a  system  which  in  some   legislation  on  the  subject,  and  wealth  will  very 
of  its  parts  bore  roost  unjustly,  as  he  thought,   soon  find  conveniences  for  inveftil\SAwN&  xinv.  t^vn 
■pOR  tne  commeicial  metropolis,  which  he  had  covered  by  \Yie  \a.wa.    1^>i\.  ^ox  o!^^  xv^sA^fi^^ 
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equally  strong,  he  was  wholly  opposed  to  the  pro- 1  trary,  it  had  not  the  nerve.    lie  had  desired  to 


position.  He  knew  many  respectable  men — men 
of  the  pun  St  virtue  and  highest  intelligence, 
who  are  utterly  opposed  to  the  accumulation  of 
a  large  surplus  in  the  treasury.     Bccauiie  it  will  '• 


pustain  the  course  indicated  by  the  Goremor,  but 
the  legislature  would  not  sustain  him,  (Mr.  S.) 

Mr  DoN'ALDSOM  said,  he  had  no  intention  of 
detrncting  from  the  merit  of  Mr.  Carmichael,  or 


tend  to  legislative  corruption  .ind  induce  an  ap- ,  any  body  else,  nor  had  he  pretended  to  enumer- 
plicatio:i  of  the  surplus  means  toother  purpo*«f>|  ale  all  those  who  had  as««isled  in  retrieving  the 
than  the  extinguishment  of  tlic  Slate  debt,  which  ',  credit  af  the  Stite.  But  the  gentleman  from 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Slate  fc»r  many  years,:  Quuen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  was  mistaken  in 
and  not  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State.  ■  a»si2;iiini;  to  Mr.  Carmirhael  the  honor  of  estab- 
There  are  other  equally  virtuous  and  inteHia:ent  j  lisiiin;;  our  system  of  direct  tazati  >n.  The  law 
citizens  who  hold  that  it  is  tbo  duty  of  the  pre- '  i?stabli<)iiing  that  system,  was  carried  through  the 
sent  generation  to  provide  an  ample  fund  to  meet .  Ije.'i<>hitnre  at  March  session,  1841,  by  the  late 
theiiiteresi  on  the  State  debt,  but  as  all  the  bene-  \  Robert  W.  jiuwie,  and  whiit  the  Legislature  did 
fit  of  the  public  worka  is  to  be  felt  in  the  future  j  ihe  next  sf-R<ion,  when  Mr.  Carmichael,  was 
that  future  should  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  chairman  of  ways  ani  means,  was  to  add  £ve 
debt  from  the  profits  of  the  work.  ;  cpnt<  of  tax  on  the  hundred  dollars  to  the  twenty 

It  was  not  necessary  for  him  at  this  time  to  '  cents  provided  by  the  first  law. 
indicate  his  opinion.  Whenever  the  proper  time  |  Mr  SpEvrER  interposed  to  say  that  he  did  not 
should  arrive  for  the  explanation,  he  would  be  ,  moan  to  be  understooti  as  claiming  for  Mr.  Car- 
prepared  to  make  it,  but  it  was  not  in  pljce  now  :  mirhael  the  credit  of  establishing  the  system, 
and  here.  We  are  here  to  make  a  Constitution.  '  but  as  adding  to  the  amount  of  taxes  so  as  to 
We  have  nothing  to  do  with  a  tax  system.  He  make  it  more  efficient.  Mr.  C.  had  himself  pro- 
would  new  say,  that  if  yon  adopt  so  many  unex-  posed  to  raise  the  rate  even  higher  than  twenty- 
pccted  articles,  you  may  prevent  the  adoption  of!  live  cents. 

the  Constitution  by  the  people.    If  such  a  prinei- 1      Mr.  Dokalpsou  said,  that  Mr.  Carmichael  ce^ 
pie  as  is  now  offered,  be  admitted   it  would  go  as   taiiily  deserved  credit  for  a  course  so  manly,  and 
lar  lowanls  the  defeat  of  the  Constitution,  as  any  !  he  awarded  it  to  him  riieerfully. 
proposition  can.  '  {      Mr.  Ciiambcp.^.    The  gentleman  from   Anne 

Many  held  the  doctrine  that  we  oupht  not  to  ,  Arundel,  was  called  upon  by  the  gentleman  from 
impose  any  lax  beyond  what  necer^sity  reqiiire.-i.  Baltimore,  (Mr.  Pre«stman,]  to  answer  a  ques- 
There  are  many  who  calculate  th.it  If  the  esli-  tion.  Is  it  his  intention  to  answer  it?  for,  if  so, 
mate  of  the  treasurer  be  correct,  there  will  be  in  ;  I  lj;»ve  another  question  to  ask  him. 
the  year  1852,  a  great  surplus,  and  if  we  leave  j  Mr.  PovALnsov.  The  gentleman"  from  Balti- 
that  surplus  to  accumulate,  year  after  year,  it '  more  rose  immediately  on  my  taking  my  seal,  for 
will  open  the  way  for  gross  frauds  and  corrup-  the  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  asking  me  a  questioa. 
tions.  He  implored  the  Convention,  therefore. :  Alter  asking  it.  he  made  a  speech  himself,  and, 
not  to  suffer  itself  to  be  drawn  away  from  the  in  cnnrlnsion,  again  put  the  question  to  me,  and 
path  of  duty,  by  the  interposition  of  extraneous  called  for  a  reply.  As  bound,  in  courtesy,  I  wm 
subjects.  Let  uh  put  as  strong  a  guard  against  about  to  answer,  bnt  was  anticipated  by  the  gen- 
involving  the  Stale  in  debt,  oragainst  new  work^  tleinan  from  Queen  Anne's,  who  got  the  floor, 
of  internal  improvement.  We  may  go  the  ut-  Vr  (jiamukks.  The  question  I  ai«k  i«,  wbit 
most  length,  in  reference  to  those  suhji'rts,  and  is  the  ratio  between  the  value  of  the  works  of  in- 
rest  assured  that  it  will  be  sustained  by  ihe  voire  ternal  improvement,  to  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
of  the  people.  Bnt  he  would  again  implore  it  not  and  her  expenditures  therefor,  as  compared  to 
to  meddle  with  the  tax  system.  He  was  in  favor  j  the  ratio  between  the  value  of  the  same  works 
of  the  pnymcnt  of  the  public  debt,  but  he  was  to  Kent  county,  and  the  taxes  paid  by  thatcouD- 
opposcd  to  meddlinjT  with  the  lax  system.  ty  .' 

And  in  conclusion  ho  would  say.  that  he'  Mr.  Don-aidsow  In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
thought  whilst  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arun-  from  Baltimore,  he  would  say,  that  though  the 
del,  (Mr.  Donaldson.)  was  enumerating  the  ■  taxes  are  uiiiform,  the  greater  portion  of  revenue 
gentlemen,  who  were  entitled  to  such  high  honor  u:  of  course  derived  fr«»m  that  part  of  the  Slate 
for  the  part  they  had  born,  in  sustaining  the  where  ihe  most  wealth  is  concerjtrated,  and 
State's  credit,  he  might,  with  some  propriety,  ^  where  the  largest  business  is  transacted.  The 
htve  referred  to  Col.  Carmichael,  of  Queen  ■  rirh  man  pays  a  larger  amount  of  taxes  than  the 
Anne's.  Mr.  Bowie,  it  is  tru^,  reported  the  poor  man,  yet  the  tax  is  uniform,  and  each  pavs 
first  tax  law,  but  it  was  wholly  inadequate,  in  proportion  to  his  substance.  This  compafi- 
Col.  Carmichael  succeeded  him,  a^  chairman  of  son  applies  to  lialtimore  and  the  other  part*  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  at  its  next  the  Stale.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
session.  He  recoinmendi.d  an  increase  in  the  he  had  only  lo  say,  that  every  member  of  thii 
rate  of  tax,  even  a  much  larger  rate  llian  wa.s  Convention  must  be  Rutllciently  conversant  with 
carried  by  the  legislature,  and  under  that  rale  it  the  history  of  our  internal  improvement  system, 
is,  that  our  treasury  has  proved  so  flourishinsr.  atid  its  operation,  to  answer  the  question  for  bin- 
He  begged  further  to  say,  that  he  had  never  self. 
intended  to  intimate  to  the  gentleman  from  Kent, '  Mr.  Merrick  made  aomc  remarks,  which  will 
(Mr.    Chamber-,)   that    the  legislature   had  the   be  published  hereafter. 

nerve  at  the  session  of  eighteen  hundred  ai.d  thir-I     Mr.  Brown  said  the  real  ques-tion  before  the 
ty-ttiae,  to  provide  for  a  direct  tax.    On  the  con- '  Convention  was,  will  you,  by  putting  this  feature 
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in  the  Constitution,  let  this  revenue  eo  into  the  |  with  the  Lecrislature,  which  frequently  meeting 
sinking  fund,  or  you  will  leate  it  in  the  hands  of  I  and  comin(;  fresli  from  the  people,  would  always 
the  Legislature,  to  invest  as  thoy  may  think  best?  be  ready  to  carry  out  such  a  system  of  finance  as 
If  a  provision  on  the  subject  h  inserted  in  the  j  the  exigencies  of  ihe  treasury,  fluctuating  from 
Conslitulion,  the  question  will  be  nettled  fur  i  time  to  time,  hy  circumstances,  might  require, 
many  years  to  come,  and  you  will,  by  mi  unal- ,  Certairily,  the  honor  of  the  Stale  had  heretofore 
terable  provision,  fix  a  high  c^rade  of  taxation  on  .  been  amply  vindicated  by  that  bndy.  and  misht 
the  State.  And  you  will  do  that  rather  thnn  be  safely  tiustt'd  in  the  hands  of  the  jKople.  Was 
leave  it  to  the  people,  acting  through  their  lee;is-  there  any  necessity  to  p^raft  a  provision  on  the 
lature,  the  discretion  to  act  as  circumstance^ '.  Ponytitution  to  stimulate  the  honesty  or  to  awaken 
may  render  necessary.  He  had  said,  a  few  days  the  honor  of  the  people  of  Mar}land,  touching 
ago,  that  there  was  a  strong  disposition  in  this  -  the  public  debt?  V\  hy.  he  would  ask.  had  it  be- 
bodj,  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Legislature.  He  come  necessary  to  bii  d  the  people  to  a  system  of 
waa  in  favor  of  the  payment  of  the  debt ;  but  he  ,  tinanre,  never  to  be  modified,  no  matter  what 
would  not  vote  for  preventing  the  Legislature  cirrum^^tar.reR  might  ari^e,  for  a  period  of  ten, 
trom  relieving  the  people  from  these  burdens.  !  perha{is  of  fifteen  years,  when  no  man  could  for- 
Mr.  RiDGELY  said  that  the  course  which  the  .  »ce  deft'cta  in  the  system  iiBelf,  or  casuaiiiiea 
debate  had  taken,  rendered  it  necessary  that  he  ■  which  n)ii;ht  intervene,  and  which  were  insepa- 
should  say  a  word  in  explanation  of  the  vote  he  rable  from  all  human  schemes,  however  well  de- 
was  about  to  give  as^ainst  the  pending  amendment   i  vined. 

Gentleman  who  advocated  the  proposi'ion,  claim  :  We.  could  sec  no  practical  good  likely  to  grow 
to  be  the  especial  friends  and  guardians  of  the  '  out  of  such  a  proposition;  he  was  willing  to 
credit  of  the  State,  and  urge  the  adoption  of  the  .  trust  the  poeple  through  the  legislature,  with  the 
article  suggested  by  the  i:entleman  from  Worces- j  puhlic  faith.  Nobly,  honorably,  triumphantly  had 
ter,as  a  necessary  restraint  up<n  the  Lep^islature, !  they  st  od  up  to  thin  ju^t  responsibility  without 
to  prevent  the  (lossibie  interruption  of  the  pni-  anv'constitutior.al  obligations  heretofore  eii.sting; 
cess  now  going  on.  of  accnmulaiing  the  sinking  •  and  although  pressed  heavily  hy  tax  laws,  had 
fund  for  the  uUimaie  disrhnr^c  of  the  puhlic  debt.  '  (^heerfully,''proinptly  and  with  alacrity  in  every 
It  is  insisted,  that  the  present  finance  system  |  quarter  oY  the  State,  come  up  to  their  whole  duty. 
ought  to  bo  maintained  unchanged  by  con«titu- j  ^hall  they  now  be  distrusted,  when  the  dark 
tional  obligation,  less,  per  chance,  the  T^jrisla-  hour  of  their  trial  is  passed,  ai>d  the  end  is  as 
tu'e  may  relax  tiie  tax  laws,  and  thus,  if  not  jco- ;  clear  to  their  vision  as  the  brightness  of  the  noon 

Card  the  prompt  payment  of  accruing  interest,  at ,  day  ?  Is  it  now  necessary  to  place  a  provision  in 
iast  postpone  to  a  late  period  the  ultimate  dis-  j  the  Constitution  to  quicken  the  sense  of  honor 
charge  of  the  public  debt.  The  effect  of  the  ar-  '  aid  horesiy  of  the  people  of  Maryland  r  No,  sir. 
gument  in  favor  of  this  proposition,  is  to  place  |  There  is  a  higher,  a  holier  impulse,  than  the 
tho^e  who  opposed  it  in  a  lalse  position  ;  inas- 1  mandate  of  a  written  Constitution,  which  has 
much,  as  occupying  an  attitude  adverse  to  the  :  heretofore,  and  will  continue  to  animate  the  peo- 
theory  contended  for,  they  are  seemingly  obnox- '  pie  to  maintain  the  financial  policy  ol  the  State, 
ioua  to  the  imputation  of  apathy  concerning  the  now  in  successful  progress,  until  the  Ia<«t  dollar  of 
faitbof  the  State,  if  not  to  a  still  greater  reproach,  i  the  public  debt  is  discharged,  principal  and  in- 
He  could  not,  therefore,  impelled  as  he  wa«,  to  '  tf're^t.  That,  sir,  is  the  law  of  moral  duty,  of  pub- 
vote  against  the  amendment,  by  a  sense  of  its  '  lie  virtue.  There  is  nothing  more  uncertain,  or 
geoerai  impropriety,  as  a  provision  of  the  Consti-  '  precarious,  than  systems  of  finance. 
tutioo,  consent  to  east  a  vote  unexplained,  which        ^Vho  could  say,  that  the  works  of  internal  im- 


might,  in  the  slightest  degree,  qualify  his  fcaity 


provenients  of  the  State,  all  now  in  active  and 


to  ibe  honor  and  credit  of  the  State.  He  yielded  ■  <:uccessfiil  operation,  would  not  return  large  re- 
to  no  gentleman  in  the  Convention  in  honest  and  '  sources  into  the  treasury,  to  be  applied  in  aid  of 
eameat  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Slate'-: !  the  sinking  fund.  It  had  been  conceded  in  this 
fdith  to  the  public  creditor,  nor  did  he  hciicve  i  >tebato,  th:ii  these  works  were  already  largely  ih- 
tbat  B  sane  roan  could  be  found  in  IVTarylar  d.  !  cre:l^in(r  the  revenues,  and  if  the  anticipations  of 
who  would,  even  remotely,  put  that  faith  in  peril  some  cei.tlemen  were  only  in  a  remote  degree 
by  the  modification  of  the  fmancc  system  under  '.  reali/ed  in  this  rr^pect,  could  there  be  a  rational 
existing  circumstances.  Such,  he  wa^  Mire,  w;i<  doMhi.  uiKJcr  Mich  rircunistances,  about  the  pro- 
the  common  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Maryland  .  pri'ty  of  n'axirig  the  existing  tax  law>?  He  could 
who  had  ever  manifested  on  this  subject  a  sen^i-  not  think  so.  lie  did  not,  however,  wi^h  to  be 
bility  and  concernment  which  had  rather  guided  [  eonsif'ere-.l  as  ifiduliring  any  very  sanguine  ex- 
than  followed  the  legislation  of  the  State.  Then*  \  [>ectuti(in<a<«  to  the  revenues  to  arise  from  these 
was  no  danger  that  such  a  people  would  consent  |  ■sources:  yet  he  firmly  believed,  that  from  this 
to  relax  any  of  the  revenue  laws  until  there  was  '<  Hii<e  forward,  they  would  yield  largely  to  the 
evidently  no  longer  a  necessity  for  their  coniinu* '  treasury. 

azce;yet  he  h-)ped,  that  if  a  state  of  circumstan-  '      On  yotenluy  the  House  had  passed  a  Consti> . 

ces should  arise,  when  these  Iawsmic;hi  be  modi-  •  tntional  provi>iiin,  which,  in  his  Judgment,  had 

fied  without  prejudice  to  the  public  creditor.  I  done  much  to  appreciate  the  credit «  f  the  State. 


that  the  Ltegislatnre  might  not  be  prevented  by  a 
eotiatiiutiunal  prohibition  from  relieving  the  peo- 
ple from  unnecessary  burthens.  He  hoped  the 
sabject  would  bo  left,  were  it  properly  belonged, 


It  had,  by  a  very  decidtd  vote,  declared  that  all 
connexion  between   the    State  and  new  projectft 
of  internal  Improvement,  wasfuceM^t^v^tN^v^^^'tk — 
that  no  public  dubv  Qt9a\^  VvsA  "jJoowX^  \kR.x^»SNxx 


be  ere*ted,  except  b;  ft  Tola  of  tTo-thtrdi  of  ill  1 1 
the  memben elected  to  both  branches  of  the  leg-   I. 

Mlature;  a  rasull.  which,  looking  lo  the  probable  I  llj  , _     „..__„„ 

structure  of  the  House  of  DelegaleB,  il  wai  al- i  The  coinm'illee  >l»ted'lhat'lliei"'decTin»r't.'i  laT 
most  impossible  to  procure.  Thsl  measure,  he  re-  any  tiling  about  tl.e  proprielj  of  ii*uidg  Ibu 
garded  as  the  most  iniporlant  and  saluLiry  oflhe  \  Bmoum  of  scrip  immediatelj  after  the  reruaal  of 
■essioN:  *9  Jt  was  caJoulaled  lo  inspire  the  public  I  the  legiaUturo  lo  appropriate  the  amount  which 
creditor,  with  increased  CDiilidence  m  thesecuri- 1  the  gentleman  a.lied  for  to  complete  the  cull, 
tj  of  hii  bonds     To-d.  y  a  proposition  was  inlro-  '      tH.™  Mr    n   >.  j  .S  .  r        ... 

Aiced.  no*  under  consi  e™tion,  which  seemed  \  „,[,  i  ^''  °-  '*"■  "  """"  ''•'»  "••  «■ 
to  distrust  the  stability  of  the  finance  ajslem  ofl      „     .m      n  . 

the  Bute,  in  as  much  ai  it  coniumplsted  aeon- 1„."*' ["'■  '^■■J"*"  "°>  •>"«  to  defend  the 
ititulional  obiigslion,  to  impel  the  performances  I  ^n^'Spe'^o  ""<!  Ohio  Canal  company.  Ue  hi4 
ofaduty,  whicTitha  people  had  promptly  met,  by  i  P*"'"'»"y.''Ut  little  interest  in  it.  But  it  had 
mere  legislaliro enactments.  i  been   asMLled.and  Juslica  ouehl  to  b«  done  ib 

This  proposition,  he  was  Bure,  would  be  voted  f,  «i"'iaeniig  the  largo  investment  the  SUI« 
down,  not  that  there  was  any  disposition  to  rrlas  I  ''"^  ""p  '"  ""'  £«"  work,  he  thought  il  wouEd 
any  of  the  eiitling  laws,  but  because  a  mojonti  |  i°,™"^  1,1"""  ^°]'^^  '".?  P?;""',"''"  ^°^  gentlemen. 


Lt  legiilatuN  pronouDCsd  to  b«  without  aiij 
aais  whaiiier.    The    amount  of  this  cumaCT 
n  up  from  |5U(l,O0O  to  •7«0,000. 


IsHou 


s  beliei 


10  far  a 


I  act  of  I  '"''^'"'  of  1 
regarded  thecenainty  of  •''"',,^°_"_'P'.' 


supe'erogaii 

the  continuance  af  such  laws,  wimti  me  neces- 
■ity  esisted  for  them,  but  also  because  tlie  sub- 
JBCt  itself  was  in  il  a  very  nature  unfit  to  be  madt 
■  part  of  I'^e  organic  law;  a  subject,  modifica- 
tion in  which,  wou!d  obviously  be  iiecessarj  from 

The  Conatitutinn  now  to  ba  msde,  itwas  to  bb 
hoped,  wo'ild  endur<  lont  afler  the  public  debt 
wu  discharged,  and   until   perhaps   itwas  f«r- 

The  future  was  full  of  justifiable  hope,  for  a 
reduction  of  ta;ies,  and  it  would,  therefore,  be 
unwise  to  establish,  by  constitutional  law.  a  per- 
nisneut  system  of  finance,  to  thus  feller  the  hand-i 
oflhe  leglsliilure,  in  total  diiregatd  of  the  prob- 
able ability  of  the  State  to  meet  all  her  obliga- 
lionSi  as  she  liad  herelofure  done,  by  proper 
legislation;  he  had  deemed  it  tu  be  his  duty  In 
stale  tlie  reasons,  wiiicb  infl\ienced  liis  vole,  that 
he  might  not  be  subject  to  the  imputation  of  a 
want  of  zeal  for  the  pieaervalion  or  the  honor  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  Davis  had  no  wibh  toenter  into  the  merila 
of  the  question  under  consideration;  but  in  Ihii 
"rendering  uoio  Ce»ar  the  things  that  are  Cic- 
tar's,"  be  thought  it  the  duty  of  even  the  hum- 
blest  member  upon  this  floor,  to  give  any  fact*  in 
his  possussioD,  und  which  had  not  been  advert- 
ed to. 

He  wasinelinedtolbi',  beciiusc  his  friend  from 
Atine  Arundel,  in  cchomg  the  sentiment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Frederick,  |  '•It.  Thomas  ]  hid 
described,  the  Chusapcuke  and  Ohio  canal,  as  ibe 
great  Serboiiian  bn?.  in  which  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  resources  of  the  State  had  bei-n  sunk. 

It  will  be  recolleclcd  that  Mr.  'I'iium.is,  who 
had  Ihat  morning  claimed  mi  muc'i  credit  I'ur  hav- 
ing been  the  Hrtit  to  suggest  llie  means  of  cxlri- 
catiiig  Iho  Slato  from  her  fiirancial  difliciiliies, 
waa,  in  the  years  ''J9-'4U— Ihe  President  of  the 
canal  company — thai  having  exhausted  tliu  means 
hilliertii  provided  for  the  completion  of  Ihe  canal, 
he  applied  at  the  session  of  Ml),  for  further  aid 
from  the  State,  to  Ihat  woik— that  the  lu:4l^Iii- 
lure  refused  this  application — that  after  the  acl- 
JDurnmenlof  the  legislature,  he,  as  President  <f 
t  ie  company,  had  issued  a  large  amount  of  scrip 
whkt  the  coomitlee  of  ways  and  means  of  tie 


-judging 

IS  to   injui 
Ue  could 


)ults,n 


vthat 


trial. 


spei.kingofit 

Mr.  D  would  now  say  a  word  to  the  gemlt- 
man  from  Baltimore,  [Mr.  Prestman.f  The 
tenlleman  had  asked  with  a  point  and  tone,»)iich 
showed  that  he  designed  the  queition  for  effect, 
whether  Ballimorelnd  not  contributed  two-lhirti 
111  the  whole  levenues  of  the  t-tate.'  He  woalit 
by  way  of  reply,  ask  (hat  gentleman,  what  part' 
Baltimore  had  had  in  bringing  about  the  nscemly 

.Mr. 


uiH  replied,  t hut  Baltimore  bMJ 
at  that  time  only  two  represenltlivei  in  tin 
House  of  Delegates,  and  he  thought  it  lot  liktlr 
they  cauld  corrupt  the  whole  legislature. 

Mr.  Dsvis.  Y.s.  but  two  delegttei,  Moki. 
Cubhingand  Jones— and  without  iDlendinfuy 
ilisparjgfnienl  lo  other  gentlemen,  iliey  irna 
quiloasgaod  repreaenlativea  as  Baltimon  bM 


Iheio  gen 


>as  not  satisfied  Mjih 
iuj  bIio  called  town  m 

-Mr.  Pheestmak  bcgced  leave  to  explain.  H( 
ad  never  mlended  to  go  into  the  Bubject  of  ia- 
ernal  improvements. 

Mr.  Davis  re'.umed.  Why  is  Uie  gentltmis 
nieslle*!?  Cannut  he  stand  the  probe"  Willbe 
oi  sulilr  thu  truth  to  be  lold  ?  lie,  (Mr,  D-.j 
-'  '      ~-    '  '       apofhislory.      lie  nouid 
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!gentl     .._. 
J  J(>«e  (lui. 


ec  ling  totted 


:tgraDtini 


Annapolis,  lest  the  ac.  - _  . 

loan..f  t^.UUil.iKiO  lo  the  Chesapeake  and  Ubio 
I'aiial, should  fail.  And  this  cuiumiiice— i^isca- 
mLTuusdelvgaiion— {.Mr.CHAMEfciis,(iuhisseal) 
Birpreacniation  according  lo  population  ]-w(re 

ent  here  to  represent  lo  the  Legislature,  that  Ihe 

iiterot  of  BaUJHUiTt  and  the  Stale,  required  lis 

lassagc  oflhe  loan  bill. 
Mr.  PiE>STMaH  rose  lo  explain.  aUting  that 

ot  a  mugle  woid  had  bean  said  by  bim  io  wla- 

Ho  knew  perfeclly  well  «'hj  this  dbcMUoe 
'ii  kept  up,  Bud  every  one  kuew,  whoever  ift- 
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tbm  ftntleman  flrom  Montgomary,  that 
It  WM  inUoded  for  the  benefit  or  the  countiet. 
But,  be  denied  that  he  ever  introduced  this  mat- 
ter of  iDetroal  improTemeais.  He  was  not  re- 
^omible  for  it 

Mr.  Chahbbrs  interposed  a  remark,  that  al- 
though the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  had  not 
■ddiMeed  him,  he  gave  him  an  expreii*ive  §;lance 
whieh  could  not  be  misunderstood  His  friend 
fiom  Moetcomery  needed  no  prompting  from 
him.  He  has  mentioned  facts  which  he  did  not 
know  before.  The  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
was  aloae  responsible  for  this  debate.  The  gen- 
Ueaan  from  Baltimore  rises  and  tells  us,  that 
BeJlioBore  has  bi>me  two  thirds  of  the  whole  tax- 
AtioD  of  the  State,  and  this  led  to  the  iiiscussion 
eoDCeininf  whieh  he  appears  so  sensitive. 

Mr.  PaassTMAN  wished  it  to  appear  that  when 
herafemd  to  the  auxiliary  taxation,  no  one  had 
10  contradict  him.  Whatever  collateral  in- 
migbt  be  deduced  from  his  remarks,  no 
eould  sajr  that  he  had  introduced  the  subject 
of  internal  improvements.  He  would  ask  whe- 
ther Cot  Merrick,  of  Charles,  had  not  iiitrodu- 
eed  mod  carried  through  the  legislature,  the  in- 
iBiiitl  improvement  act  ? 

Mr.  Davis  resumed.  The  question  propound- 
ed bj  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  is  one  of 
theae  akilful  manosuvres,  which  he  so  well  un- 
dentenda,  and  which  is  intended  to  divert  him, 
[Mr.  D.,]  from  bis  purpose. 

The  gentleman  from  Charles  is  fully  able  take 
cmre  or  himself.  He  should  not  interfere  be- 
tween him  and  the  eentleman  from  Baltimore. 
Bat  he  woald  have  the  gentleman  from  Balti- 
more to  understand  tbit  he,  and  he  alone,  was 
reaponaible  for  his  course  in  this  Convention, 
taa  what  he  said  in  debate,  and  be  hel  1  himself 
Ifeponsible  for  it.  The  gentleman  insinuated 
•*tet  he  was  prompted. 

Mr.  PaxssTHAK  said,  he  had  certainly  meant 
no  peraooal  offence  by  the  remark. 

Mr.  Davis  was  glad  of  it.  The  gentleman  had 
■■ked  with  point,  if  Bal  imore  had  not  paid  iwo- 
thirda  of  the  taxes  of  the  State. 

HOf  (Mr.  D.,)  asked,  in  return,  what  share 
Baltimore  bad  contributed  to  create  the  necessity 
for  theae  taxes?  The  gentleman  answcren,  and 
this  led  to  the  discussion  which  fullowed.  Mr. 
D.  also  read  an  extract  iVuni  a  report  of  the 
Board  of  President  and  Directors  of  the.  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company,  in  which 
the  completion  of  the  canal  in  uzted  a«  a  measure 
Dece»aary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  State  and  to 
the  city  of  Baltimore. 

He  bad  only  risen  to  show,  in  reference  to  this 
greet  work,  this  Serbonian  hog,  as  it  tiad  been 
eelled,  which  had  swallowed  up  su  much  of  the 
resources  of  the  State,  and  from  which,  acconl- 
iof  to  the  gentleman  from  P^rederick  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Anne  Arundel,  the  Stute  wa3  never 
to  derive  any  revenue,  where  the  responsibility  of 
theie  lost  appropriations  ought  to  rest,  and  hav- 
ing  accomplished  his  object,  he  would  conclude 
his  remarks. 

Mr.  Tuck  made  m  few  remarks,  which  will  ap- 
"pMT  hareafter. 
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Mr.  HAaaiVE  demand^  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DoafET  took  the  floor,  and  requested  the 
gentleman  from  Washington  county,  (Mr.  Har- 
bine,)  to  withdraw  the  demand,  to  enable  him, 
(Mr.  D-,)  to  say  a  few  words. 

Mr.  CiiAMRRBs,  of  Kent,  made  a  similar  sug- 
gestion or  enquiry. 

Mr.  Harbinr  refused  to  withdraw,  remarking, 
that  if  he  did  so,  the  debate  would  be  intermina- 
ble. 

Mr  Merrick  now  sent  to  the  Clerks  table  the 
amendment  which  he  had  indicated  his  intention 
to  <  fier, 

And  which  was  as  follows  : 

Strike  out,  in  the  second  line,  the  word  *'  invi- 
olate," and  insert  '  inviolable,**  and  after  the 
word  **  sufficient,"  in  the  fourth  line,  insert,  *  by 
its  regular  accumulations,"  and  afler  the  words 
**  payment  thereof,**  insert  *^  by  the  time  it  be- 
comes redeemable." 

Mr.  Dorset  enquired  of  the  Chair,  whether 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  had  been 
sustained  ?  because,  if  ii  had  i  ot,  he  desired  to 
state  some  facts  which  he  knew  were  not  in  the 
pos?tes*ion  of  the  Convention. 

The  PaasiDENT  stated  that  the  previous  quee- 
tion  had  not  been  sustained.  The  question  would 
be  put  so  soon  as  the  state  of  the  question  before 
the  Convention  had  b«'en  ascertained. 

The  question,  *'  is  there  a  second  to  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,"  was  then  taken,  and 
the  vote  stood,  ay»s  3*2— noes  34. 

So  there  whs  not  a  second. 

Mr.  UoRiET  said  he  ihoqld  not  have  said  a 
single  word  on  this  subjert  if  he  had  not  thought 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  ilefine  liis  position,  and  to 
warn  the  Convention  again^t  the  dangerous  sug- 
gestions of  the  gentlemen  from  Carroll  and  Fred- 
erick counties,  that  the  next  session  of  the  Leeis- 
lature  was  the  time  to  commence  the  repeal  of 
our  taxes     These  suggestions,  Mr.  President, 
have  alarmed  me   and  induce  me  to  concur  in 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Worcc^ 
ter,  as  the  be$t  means  of  counteracting  them. 
He  thoujrht  the  proposition  of  the  member  from 
Worcester  would  be  better  without  the  amend- 
ment suggested  by  the  gentl«man  from  Charles, 
(Mr.  Merrick.)     Who,  it  is  asked,  isi  to  judge  of 
tl  e  sufficiency  of  the  sinking  fund .'    The  Legis- 
lature only,  are  the   uxclii.sive  judges  thereof, 
and   no  judicial  tribunal  can   inquire  into   the 
correctness  of  their  decision.     The  proposition 
of  the   gentleman   from    Worcester   i»  the  true 
course  for  this  State  \o  pursue.     The   people 
at  present   pay  thf  ir  taxes  without  murmur  or 
complaint;  cuiigratulutin}!  themselves  ti>at  m  the 
course)  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  under  the  present 
financial  svstemof  the  ^^lute,  its  credit  and  honnr 
being  fully  redeemed,  iis  entire  public  debt  being 
fully  paid  or  its  payment,  at  the  earliest  period, 
which,  by  the   turnis  of  its  creation  was  pnicti- 
ca^lc,  so  provided  foi*,  that  ail  public  taxes  or 
burdens  should  be  discontinued   and  the  Staie 
receiving  an   annual   income  of  some  hundr  d 
thousand  dollars  from  its  works  of  internal  im- 
pr  ivement,  to  be  appropriated  as  it  saw  fit.    He 
apprehended  there  was  some  misapprehension  as 
to  the  powers  of  the  Tt«a»ast.t>afik^^'o^^vytf> 
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ment  of  the  sinking  fund.  If  the  itocln  of  this 
State  rose  so  unreasonably  high  as  was  feared, 
^but  for  ,  which  fear,  as  to  any  large  amount 
there  was  nu  foundation,)  the  Treasurer  had  full 
power  to  invest  (if  more  adrantageous  to  do  so,) 
the  accumulations  of  the  fund  in  any  safe  stocks; 
as  for  example  ihose  of  New  York,  Massachu- 
setts, Virginia,  d^.,  and  hold  on  to  the  same  un- 
til our  public  debt,  becomes  payable,  when,by  a 
sale  of  such  stocks,  it  might  be  paid  in  full.  In 
the  meantime,  as  soon  as  the  sinking  fund  be- 
comes sufficient  to  pay  the  public  debt  at  its  ma- 
turity, the  Legislature  might  order  all  that  part 
of  the  sinking  fund,  consisting  of  the  bonds  of 
the  State  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  to  be  bought 
in  and  cancelled;  leaving  with  the  Tieasurer, 
the  stocks,  which  he  held  of  other  Slates, 
equal  in  amount  with  the  remaining  debt  of  the 
State,  (the  annual  interest  on  the  former  being 
adequate  to  the  payment  of  that  accruing  on  the 
latter,)  until  it  became  payable,  when  by  a  sale 
of  the  former  the  latter  could  be  extinguished, 
and  the  State  released  from  its  entire  public 
debt.  If  the  esisling,  well  adjusted  revenue  sys- 
tem be  abandoned  or  impaired  in  its  efficiency, 
by  the  changes  advocated  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Carroll  and  Frederick,  it  is  impossible  to  forsee 
the  disastrous  consequences  that  may  re>ult. 
Once  tear  down  in  the  manner  proposed  one  of 
the  pillars  on  which  our  revenue  fabric  rests,  and 
in  all  human  probability  the  whole  building  will 
fall.to  the  ground;  and  the  State  be  involved  in 
perplexity,  embarrassment,  and  dishonor  equal 
to  that  from  which  it  has  so  recently  extricated 
itself. 

Baltimore,  or  rather  the  mayor  and  city  coun- 
cil thereof,  according  to  the  extracts  read  from 
its  proceedings,  by  the  gentleman  from  Mont- 
gomery, has  already  unfurled  the  banner  of  re- 
peal and  reform,  and  called  upon  all  persons 
without  distinction  of  parties,  to  rally  around  it. 
And  according  to  one  of  the  daily  newspapers  of 
the  dominant  party  in  Baltimore,  shown  me  a 
few  days  ago  by  my  friend  from  Montgomery, 
if  believed,  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of 
Baltimore,  entertain  the  same  views  as  those 
avowed  by  the  mayor  and  city  councils. 

The  excitement  for  reform  is  now  over;  it  no 
longer  furnishes  electioneering  politicians  with 
the  means  of  elevating  themselves  to  office  at  the 
people's  expense.  Some  substitute  must  by  them 
be  found  for  it;  and  let  this  Convention  but  inti- 
mate the  propriety  of  a  repeal  of  any  portion  of 
the  pub] it  taxes,  and  by  the  time  the  Constitu- 
tion goes  into  operation,  vou  will  have  the  popu- 
lar feeling  excited  to  the  highest  pitch,  by  repre- 
sentations, tliat  our  system  of  taxation  is  unneces- 
sary, unjust  and  intolerably  oppressive  upon  the 
people:  different  evidences  of  its  injustice  and  op- 
pressiveoese  being  assigned  in  every  portion  of 
the  State. 

The  system  of  log-rolling,  as  it  is  called,  will 
prevail;  combinations  will  be  formed  by  the  dele- 
gation from  Baltimore,  with  that  from  other  por- 
tions of  the  State.  First,  one  tax,  and  then  an- 
other will  be  abolished,  until  those  which  re- 
main, become  unequal,  paitial  and  odious  in 
the  ejes  of  the  people,  when  the  whole  syitem 


will  sink  into  ruin,  And  the  hoDor  aiui  eradit  of 
Maryland  will  fall,  even  lower  than  it  did  in 
1839. 

The  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  bai  told  m 
that  he  is  opposed  to  such  results;  but,  if  onee 
giving  countenance  to  them,  as  bia  remarks 
would  indicate,  he  will  be  unable  aderwarda  to 
resist  the  current  of  popular  opinion,  and  moat 
in  the  end,  be  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent, 
which  he  now,  undesignedly,  has  contributed 
to  excite.  Of  hia  means  to  sustain  himself,  or 
the  precise  nature  of  the  course  he  meana  to  pur- 
sue, he  has  left  us  to  conjecture 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  ftt>m  Gbarlei 
(Mr.  Merrick, )that  the  sinking  fund  should  aoeii- 
mulate  till  1890,  has  nothing  to  rest  on,  and  is 
wholy  unnecessary.  Long  before  that  time  it  would 
amount  to  more  than  double  what  will  be  re> 
quired  to  pay  the  debt.    The  Legislature,  wbes 
they  find  the  sinking  fund  sufficient  to  pay  ths 
debt,may  safely  repeal  all  the  taxea.  Some  gentle 
men  had  fallen  into  a  mistake,  in  soppoeiog  ths 
sinking  fund  could  only  be  invef>tea    in  Mary- 
land State  stock.    There  wao  no  such  reatrictioB 
exi^ting;  it  may,  by  the  Treasurer,  be  invested  ii 
any  State  stocks.    Part  of  it  originally  consisted 
of  Bank  stocks,  Mr.  MXTubben,  a  former  Trea- 
surer, had  wisely  deemed  it  best  to  bnj  op  Uis 
stock  of  Maryland,  at  reduced  prioea,  and  the 
same  course,  as  far  as  practicable,  haa  eversiDes 
been    pursued.    The    gentleman    from  Gsrrall 
(Mr.  Brown,)  complains  that  theTreaaurer  bad 
bought  some  stock  at  two  and   a  half  per  ceot 
above  oar.    That  stock  was  not  purchased  fron 
necessity,  but   because   the   Treasurer  fsitli- 
fully  performed  his  duty,  in  making  the  most  ad> 
vantageous   purchase    be  could  xor  the  Stale. 
More  than  $1,000,000  of  our  i*^  tate  stock  was 
then  due,  but  bore  only  from  four  and  a  ball  to 
five  per  cent,  interest,  and,  therefore,  the  pi^ 
chase  of  the  stock  of  the  States,  bearing  frix  per 
cent,  interest,  was  the  more  profitable  invest* 
ment,  though  made  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent 
above  par,  and  for  that  stock  the  State  received 
twenty  per  cent,  above  par. 

If  we  once  begin  to  repal  the  taxes,  Baltimore 
will  demand  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  auctioo 
duties,  &c.,  &,c.  1'he  cry  of  repeal  once  b^ 
ing  raised  in  that  city,  the  influence  of  wbicft 
pervades  every  cove  and  inlet  in  the  Slate,  will 
extend  alike  to  the  counties  and  involve  in  (be 
^eat  vortex  of  repeal,  all  the  taxes  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  PaassTMAN  desired  not  to  be  misunder- 
stnod,  as  going  for  a  repeal  of  the  tax  law.  There 
would  not  be  found  a  man  slower  than  he  shoukl 
be,  to  repeal  any  law  now  on  the  statute  book. 
Never,  in  any  addresses  to  the  people  of  Balti- 
more, had  he  spoken  against  it— on  the  contrary, 
in  the  only  address  in  which  he  bad  spoken  on 
the  subject,  he  bad  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
the  tax  system.  Therefore  any  insinuaiioo  that 
he  would  go  before  the  people  of  Baltimore  to 
oppose  it,  was  unjust. 

Mr.  DoRSCY  said  the  explanation  waa  unneces- 
sary. He  had  lon^  known  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore,  and  believed  him,  unleas  impelled  by 
some  popular  torrent  which  he  could  not  resiit, 
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isetptble  of  voting  otberwiie  thtn  he  beliered  to 
be  Wit,  and  that  he  would  lustain  the  faith  of 
the  Mate.    But  unlea  he  was  able  to  stem  the 
torrent  of  no|ralar  sentiment,  which  was  some- 
what problematical,  his  iMurances,  however  hd- 
eare,  oould  not  remoTe  the  danger,  and  was  in- 
sufficient securitT  against  it    While  reoeal  and 
leform  eontinued  to  be  the  wateh  cry  oi  the  city 
eoimcils,  we  cannot  safely  trust  to  mere  personal 
pledgee.    Jf  the  gentleman  from  Carroll  was 
right,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  Treasurer  ought 
■oC  to  buy  any  stocks  above  par,  the  sinking  fund 
would  remain  inert  and  valueless;  it  would,  in 
ftet,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term, 
eaaae  to  be  a  sinking  fund.    We  cannot  extin- 
gniib  the  debt,  when  above  par,  as  our  six  per 
eeot.  atopk  shares,  will  be  under  our  present 
levenoe  system,  because  the  Treasurer  can  only 
purchase  stock   at  par.    The   fund,  therefore, 
eould  never  accumulate,  by  making  interest  capi- 
tal, bearing  interest  as  it  should  do,  and  the  m- 
TOitment  would  be  a  loss.  He  should  vote  for  the 
proposition  ss  it  stands.    The  people  of  Mary- 
fand  are  willing  to  pay  the  public  debt,  and  look 
with  anxiety  and  pleasure,  to  the  period  when 
they  will  be  released  from  all  taxation  on  account 
of  it;  and  they,  ere  long,  will  be  relieved,  if  we 
reslriet  the  I^twislature  from  creating  new  debts, 
and  leave  the  Treasurer  at  liberty  to  use  his  own 
dlMcetion  in  the  mansgement  of  the  sinking  fund. 
He  riioold  be  at  liberty  when  our  own  stock  can- 
Dot  be  obtained  on  ressonable  terms,  to  purchase 
other  stocks  of  other  States  of  the  Union,  whose 
iriUingness  and  ability  to  pay  b  ss  indubitable  as 
oar  own,  when  he  can  do  so  st  a  fair  price. 
Mr.  Jacobs  declined  to  withdraw  the  amend- 

Andypending  the  question, 
The  Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
o*olock. 


THURSDAY,  February  27, 1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  10  o^cleck. 
Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GairriTR. 
The  roD  was  called  an^the  journal  of  yester- 
day was  read  and  approved. 

THB  COLORED  POPULATION. 

Mr.  QAiTHEa  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
dtiiena  of  Frederick  county,  praying  that  an  ar- 
tkle  be  inserted  in  the  new  Constitution,  com- 
pelling all  free  persons  of  color,  annually,  to 
give  bond,  with  responsible  security,  to  the  SUto 
oC  Biaryland,  for  their  good  behaviour,  and  in 
de&olt  thereof  to  leave  the  State. 

Mr^  Michael  NswcoMBa.  1  should  like  to 
have  that  petition  read. 

The  petition  was  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GaiTBaa,  wss  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  colored  population. 

Mr.  Bissa  presented  the  petition  of  William 


crick  county,  praying  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
county,  composed  of  Hauvers,  Cstoctin,  Middle- 
town,*  Petersville  and  Jefferson  districte  of  said 
county,  and  the  seat  of  justice  to  be  decided  by 
a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  contempla- 
ted county  ; 

Which  wss  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Riser, 

Referred  to  the  commitee  on  new  counties. 

Mr.  SHSivxa  oreseoted  a  petition  of  one  hun- 
dred citizens  ot  Catoctin  district,  in  Frederick 
county,  protesting  against  the  creation  of  a  new 
county  from  parts  of  Frederick  and  Washington 
counties,  Ac, ; 

Which  wss  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SnarvEa, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  new  counties. 

BASIS  OP  aEPRBSENTATIOK. 

Mr.  Neill  rose  and  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  RepresenU- 
tion  be  instructed  to  report  articles  for  the  Con- 
stitution, giviiiff  to  each  of  the  counties  of  the 
State,  and  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  a  right  to 
elect  one  Senator  to  compose  the  Senate  of  Ma- 
yland,  and  making  a  House  of  Delegates,  to 
consist  of  sixty-one  members,  to  be  spportioned 
among  the  several  counties,  according  to  their 
population,  and  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  a  repre- 
sentation not  larger  than  that  given  to  the  largest 
county. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Neill  said : 

It  is  obvious,  Mr.  President,  that  this  question 
of  representation  is  one  which  has  engrossed  the 
meditations  of  every  member  of  this  Convention 
from  the  time  of  its  first  organization.  We  have 
hsd  full,  free  and  frequent  communication  with 
each  other  in  regard  to  it  The  course  which 
every  gentleman  will  teke,  seems  to  be  pretty 
well  understood.  We  have  now  been  in  session 
upwards  of  one  hundred  days.  And  upon  this, 
the  most  grave  and  exciting  subiect  that  is  to  en- 
gage our  attention,  nothing  has  been  done,  unless 
the  reports  of  individual  members  of  the  commit- 
tee on  representetion,  various  and  conflicting  as 
they  are,  may  be  deemed  something. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  make  any  remarks  eal- 
culsted  to  draw  forth  the  protracted  debate 
which  I  know  the  subject  will  produce.  Believ- 
ing that  the  mind  of  every  member  of  this  body ' 
is  made  up,  and  believing  it  to  be  both  right  and 
necessary  that  there  should  be  some  ezpression 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  in  relation  to 
I  this  question,  I  demand  the  previous  question  on 
the  adoption  6t  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Buchanan.    I  second  the  demand. 

Mr.  PaassTMAN.  Do  I  understend  that  the 
resolution  instructs  the  committee  to  report  this 
project? 

Mr.  Neill.    Tes,  sir. 

Messrs.  Bocranan  and  Blakistohb  called  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution ; 
which  were  ordered. 


H.  ShioUaBdr  fortyHwveo  other  citiMDf  of  Fnd«  I  of  the  iLBMudiiwaU 


Mr.  Cbambebs,  of  KftaX^  «i3iAi^  Va  ^  ^cc^Ssms^ 
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Which  was  ordered.  t 

The  pRKSiDCNT  wB.H  about  to  put  the  question 
on  the  demand  for  the  previous  question*  when 

Mr.  Buchanan  asked  that  the  several  branches 
into  which  the  resolution  was  to  be  divided  should 
be  read. 

The  divisions  were  read. 

Mr.  Presitman  then  moTod  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  Convention. 

The  call  was  ordered. 

The  roll  of  the  members  was  then  called. 

Mr.  Spencbr  rose  in  his  seat  and  stated,  that 
he  had  paired  off  with  Mr.  Dirickion  until  Sat- 
urday next,  being  himself  engaged  with  business 
connected  with  Uie  Court  of  Appeals. 

And  then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  all  fur- 
ther proceedings  on  the  call  were  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  Buchanan  now  enquired,  as  a  question  of 
order,  wheiher  it  was  in  order  lo  call  lor  a  divi- 
sion of  a  proposition  while  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question  was  pending  ? 

The  Presioent  decided  the  motion  to  be  in 
order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tlie  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

And  there  was  a  second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 

taken. 

The  President  indicated  his  opinion  that  the 
pending  proposition  was  susceptible  of  three  divi- 
sions. 

They  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  McLane  called  for  the  reading  of  the  pro- 
position. 

Which  was  again  read. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the  first 
branch  of  the  amendment,  as  follows  : 

<*  Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  Representa- 
tion be  instructed  to  report  articles  for  the  Con- 
stitution, giving  to  each  of  the  counties  of  the 
Slate  and  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  a  right  to 
•lect  one  Senator,  to  compose  the  Senate  of  Ma- 
ryland." 

The  roll  was  then  called. 

The  name  of  ' 

Mr.  Maoraw  having  been  called,  that  gentle- 
man rose  and  said,  that  he  hardly  knew  how  to 
TOte.  He  supposed,  however,  that  it  would 
make  no  difference  which  aide  of  the  question  he 
t  ook,  and  he  should,  therefore,  vote  "ayo.^* 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced  as 
follows: 

Affirmative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President, Mor- 
gan, Blakistone,  Dent,  H'^pewell,  Ricaud,  Lee, 
Chambers  of  Kent,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Kent,  Weems, 
Bond,  Sol lers,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Ridgeiy,  Lloyd, 
Dickinson,  Sherwood  oflalbot,  Colston.  James 
U.  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Williams,  Hod- 
son,  Phelps,  Miller,  Tuck,  McCub'  in,  George, 
McIVIasler,  Fook',  Jacobs.  Sappington,  McHen- 
rj,  Magraw,  Nelson,  Carter,  Thawley,  N  eill, 
Michael  Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Brewer,  Waters 
and  Fitz Patrick— 41. 

Mgalivt — Messrs.  Merrick,  Welch,  Chandler, 
Conauble,  Cbamhen  of  Cecil,  MoLine>  Wri|^t, 


Thoroai,  Shrifer,  Gaitber,  Bis«r,  Annaa,  8t«v 
art  of  Caroline,  Owinn,  Stewart  of  BaHinora 
city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  eitf.  Preartiaii, 
Ware,  Fierv,  John  Newcomer,  Harbloe,  Web- 
er, bilicer,  rarke.  Shower  and  Brown— ^36. 

So  the  first  division  of  the  reaoliitioo  wai 
adopted. 

The  second  divisioo  of  the  naolutioD  wai 
read. 

Mr.  Phelps  said,  he  would  like  to  go  in  £ivor 
of  the  number  of  sixty-one  for  the  House  of 
Delegates;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  base  the 
representation  upon  population.  He  asked, 
therefore,  another  division. 

The  President  expressed  bis  opinion  that  the 
amendment,  was  susceptible  of  tbia  sub-divi- 
sion. 

And  it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  question  was  tlien  stated  to  be  on  the  £»L 
lowing  branch: 

**And  making  a  House  of  Delegates  tooonsisC 
of  sixty-one  members." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  and  resultsd  ai 
follows: 

•Affirmative — Messrs.  Wells,  Kent,  Buokanao, 
Bell,  Welch,  Cbandjer,  Ridgely,  James  U. 
Dennis,  Hodson,  Fhelps,  McMaster,  Shrivcr, 
Biser,  Annan,  Sappington,  Nelson,  Gwinn,8tew^ 
art  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman,  Ware,  Fiery, 
Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  New- 
comer, Brewer,  Weber,  Siicer,  Fitzpatariokiai 
Parke— 31. 

J^egative — Messrs.  Chapman,  PreaideDt,  Mo^ 
gan,  Hlakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  L&t, 
Chambers  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  WeeoN, 
Bond,  Sollers,  Merrick,  Jenifer,  Lloyd, Diekia- 
son,  >herwood  of  Talbot,  Colston,  Crisfield,  Ds- 
shiell,  Williams,  Constable,  Chambera  of  Cecili 
Miller,  McLane,  luck,  McCubbm,  Geeip^ 
Wriffht,  Fooks,  Thomas,  Gaitber,  Stepbeos8a« 
McHenry,  Magraw,  Carter,  Thawley,  Stewart 
of  Caroline,  Kilgour,  Waters,  Shower  sod 
Brown— 41. 

So  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment  wai 
rejected. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  questkNi  of 
order, 

After  which, 

The  next  division  of  the  amendment  was  statsd 
to  bn  as  follows: 

*'To  be  apportioned  among  the  sereral  coun- 
ties according  to  their  population.'* 

And  the  question  having  been  taken, 

I'he  vote  resulted  as  follows: 

J^rmative — Messrs.  Buchanan,  BeU,  Wekhi 
Chandler,  Ridgely.  Lloyd,  Constable,  MiDtf, 
McLane,  Sh river,  Gaitber,  Biser,  Annan,  Sap- 
pington, McHenry,  Magraw,  Neboo,  GwioB, 
Stewart  of  Baltimore  rity,  Sherwood  of  Balti- 
more city,  Presf>tman,  Ware,  Fieiy,  NeBI,  Jeka 
Newcomer,  Harbin<*,  Michael  Newcomer,  Web- 
er. Siicer,  Fitzpatrick,  Parke,  Shower  sad 
Brown  — 3S, 

Mgative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  )fQ^ 
gan,  Blakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lse, 
Chambers  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Doraey,  Wellh 
Kent,  Weems,  Bond,  Solleif,  Mairiok,  Jeoldir* 


fltarwMdof  Tdbot  CoMon,  JamN 
CrWbld,  OHhiaU,  ff  illkv,  Hodwm, 
AMbNi  of  Cwsil,  Tuck,  MeCnbbiD, 
Rrisht,  HcHMMr,  Foolu,  Jaooks, 
tew,  TliB«l(7,  BUwutofOuoliM, 
■oar,  Bnwar  and  Walcn— 43. 
teuich  of  IhB  tmeadokciit  wu  n- 


Tba  PBsnpurr. 

Ihe  CooiwiUon  mi 
Mr.   MaB>KR^awUDuiDB.    Tha 


tdivUon  of  the 

tha  eit;  of  BdUuMe  a  repnawtoUon 
<  than  that  giTcn  to  the  lufait  eoun- 

qiieilian  faaThiB  bMH  taken, 
alt  wai  ai  followi: 

iw — Heur*.  ChipaiBn.PKiidMit,  Mor- 
ItiMie,  D«nt,  Hopewell,  Rioaud,  Lee, 
of  Kent,  DarMT,\Vel]>,  Kent.Weenis, 
a  Dennii,  JamaiU.  Dennti,  CrtsAeld, 
WlUiaou,  HodiOD,  Phelpi,  McCabbiii, 
,FcM>k»,  Jacoba,  Sappington,  Neboii,  | 
iacT,  John  NewcoDiBr,  Kilgoar  and 
II.  I 

I — Mstin.  DanaldMn,  Sollen,  Mtrr- 1 
br,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Chandler,  i 
itojd,  Dickinson,  Sberwood  of  Tilbot, 
oitttable,  Chamben  of  Cecil,  Uiller,  | 
Tuck,  George,  Wright,  Tligma^., 
Jaithec,  Bber,  Annan,  McKenrr,  He-  | 
laivley,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Owinn.' 
r  Ballicnare  city,  Sberivood  of  Baltl- 
,  PmaUnan,  Waro,  Neill,  HarbioG. 
Netrcomer,  Brewer,  Weber,  SUoer, 
k,  Parke,  Sbawer  uul  Brown— 44. 

bcaooh  of  tba    amsadnuDt  wu    ic 

Mtion  WM  than  itatad  to  be  on  the 
if  the  reiolntion  ai  imendad. 
jtaicK  remarked,  there  woe  no  mannpr 
inilnicting  the  oommittaa  on  repreui  i 
kiingin  the  report  oontam  plated  bj  ih^= 
n,  ai  luch  a  report  had  already  bein 
1.  He,  thererora.  moTad  a  ra.«<iDiidi;- 
be  nile  adopting  tha  fint  bianeh  of  Ibe 

:iLi.  concurred  in  theproprietjaf  thii 


dMidafgr  itaelf. 
taKK,  ewttDuinB.  1 
ftom  Kent,  (Ut.  Chambtia,)  and 
^m  Talbot,  (Mr.  Lloyd,}  faafe  boHi  reported 
jv^likethia,  aaJ  1  wUl  etk  vbetbar  it  fa  oob- 
tiawit  with  tha  dipltf  aad  the  ckaroeier  of  tUe 
body,  thiM  to  mtiltlptj  leBorti  end  prcmaalUoM 
tdentieallythewM? 

Mr.  Bhngh,  (to  tbe  ehalr.)  It  thk  b  o^ 
derr 

Some  aaaianalion  tbilaired. 

Mr.  HiaucK.  I  nore  »  m^eeoeldentloD  of 
thefote. 

Mr,  Thoku,  (to  the  cbair.)  It  the  motkM 
debateablel  , 

Tbe  Pauianrr.  It  it  not  lit  prevtoia 
queition  la  not  yet  exbanatad. 

Mr.  Tbomw.  I  Bik  the  yaaa  and  nayi  on  tlw 
nation  to  re-eoniider. 

Some  farther  coaTeteation  fbllowed  on  a  point 
of  order.  In  which  Heam.  BaowM,  MaT.axa, 
Troku,  and  tbe  PaitiDuir  took  pert,  after  iriilen 

Tbe  oueitioD  wh  taken  on  tbe  tewilutioii  aa 
unended,  and  It  waa  adopted. 


eidedin  the  negatite,  withonl  a  diii- 

Tots  wat  not  re-eoniidered. 
onienalioo  followed  on  a  point  of  order 
itate  of  the  queaiion  under  the  toTsrsl 
41  l>y  the  ConveolioD,  when 
catTaav,  under  inttruetiona  ttmu  the 
T.  read  theminulei  of  the  JowrDali  lo 
BSBCi  poiitloo  in  which  tbe  Totst  of  the 
n  had  left  the  quaation . 
■•nicK  now  again  called  the  attention 
iraotioo  to  Ihe  fact,  that,  under  the  ex- 
ile of  the  quesIioD,  the  reftrence  nl' 
■netloDi  to  Ibe  eommhtee  wai  a  mere 
lefwhat  had  already  been  done.  Tlic 
■  oB  repretenlation  had  already  made  a 
wU{B|<brtbe  election  of  one  senator 
h  ^  tlw  eonntiei,  and  one  &om  tJw  dt^ 


that  nathlnK  renudned  nf 
the  propoiilloD  before  the  CoaTenlion.  battha 
Snt  biench  InalmetinK  (he  nannittea  on  repre- 
tanutkn  to  report  a  bill  gitlnc  one  aenalerlo 
each  eooDQ'  end  to  tbe  dty  of  BaltiiKK*.  TUa 
propeetlkM  had  alnady  bean  pi 

maliiolj.    He  moted.  tbetofcn. 

atbn,  for  the  reaeon  that  it  waa  IdU,  and  w 
Uiao  idle.  In  bit  judgment,  to  glfe  ioitnielloaa  n 
a  eommiuee  to  do  tetwbiehtwoof  Mama^ 
bera  had  already  done.  He  hoped,  tlierelbn, 
Itiat  tha  reooBtMeralion  vould  be  acceed  to. 
The  mover  hintNir,(Mr.  Jaocte,)  k^  ai«pitad 
that  thia  eoone  eogbt  to  be  pnitMd. 

Soma  furtlMr  eontanntieii  foUowed  on  a  petit 
of  order  boiwaon  Hr.  Cnunaat,  of  Kant,  and 
thePuamBR. 

Mr.  Jamru  etU,  thai  be  riie^  net  hlMtU 
have  been  in  thvor  of  mering  Mcb  a  jpnpotitlea  i 
but  the  leeolnthm  bad  been  adopted,  and  a  m^ 
.,_-. ,.1 ^^^  lea»o  the  eemmWeo  to 

" ;■  -^K 

ifbra,  *ete  agnbMt 

the  retdatlen  iu 

, __BhbeiDtaMl 

__,^,.__.     Tbe  bwtraetiaa,  be  tbmqiht,  « 

guard;  It  lettled  at  leul  the  point  Ibtt  than  wm 
to  be  one  Senator  (o  the  eity  and  lo  eaeh  eooB^. 
Tba  committee  en  repreeantalioa  bad  oetne  to  no 
oondntien.  They  eoatd  not  agree,  and  the  qoea- 
lion  waa,  wbedier  Ihe  ConTwitteo  wovld  adopt 
lit  own  Tlewa,  or  tmhr  tbe  matter  to  tha  ao«- 
mittee  witbont  ImtiwUona.  Iflt  wai  to  go  lalba 
iltieeata)l,Mltk --_^w 


their  eonlletlM  Ttawa  upon 
preaantatlon.    HeibDuM,tlM 


3T4 

Mr.  Mbebick.    I  withdraw  the  motion  to  re-  any  thing.    If  the  principle  was  adopted  on  one 

oon>i<i^r*  subject,  they  might  be  called  upon  to  give  io- 

Mr.  Thomas.    I  renew  it.  stniotioni  upon  all.    He  desired  also  to  remark 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  should  vote  against  the  tliat  the  vote  he  had  given  was  net  to  be  oonsid- 
proposition  in  the  form   icwhich  it  was  offerHi.  ered  as  the' expression  of  his  opinion  upon  any  of 
He  could  not  consent  to  take  it  as  an  isolated  the  propositions,  but  merely  as  refuaing  to  fi?e 
propoitition.    If  we  send  back  this  subject  to  the  instraetions* 
committee  it  will  lead  to  interminable  motions  The  question  was  then  taken, 
to  amend.    He  would  vote  for  the  reconsidera-  The  Prssidbnt  stated  that  the  motioQ  was  ra- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  embracing  both  branches  jected— yeas  S2,  noes  33. 
of  the  Government  in  one  resolution.  Mr.  PaassTMAir  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nap. 

Mr.  MoadAN  (to  the  Chair.)    Is  it  in  order  to  ^  T*'*  PaasinewT  said  it  was  too  Ute,  the  result 

move  the  previous  question?  having  been  announced. 

The  PaasiDENT.    The  moUon  is  in  order.  J^r.  SHaivsa  said,  he  had  called  for  the  yeas 

Mr.  MoaoAK.    I  move  it.  *°i  °*y''  ^^'*  ^'  S?**^®^  T'^  ^^'  ,  ,    _, 

SavaaAL  voices.    Move  to  lay  the  motion  to  .^^he  PaasiosNT  said  the  chair  had  not  heard 

re-consider  on  the  Uble.  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  MoaoAN.    I  will  substitute  a  moUon  to  Some  conversaUon  followed,  when 

lay  on  the  table  for  the  previous  question.    But,  .  The  F»MinnfT  suggested  that  gentlemen  de. 

before  1  do  so,  I  desire  to  say,  that  I  make  the  """8  *^®  yeas  end  nays,  might  accompliah  their 

motion  because  I  forsec  thai  the  debate  is  to  be  °^Jf  «^  ^y  *"^.^,*'«»"  ^""^^^  ^  recousider  the  volt 

interminable,  unless  arrested  by  one  of  these  pro-  ®°^"®  resolution. 

cesses  which  the  rules  of  the  Confention  place  Mr.  PaassTMAK  renewed  the  motion  to  lecoo- 

within  our  reach.     Ideas  have  been  thrown  out  ""^f'in               n  j  .u                   « 

by  gentlemen,  which,  if  persisted  in,  can  lead  to  ^r.  BaowH  called  the  yeai  and  nays,  whicfc 

no  practical  result,  but  the  discussion  may  con-  ^•J?  ojjcred.          .._    ^      .     ...  , 

same  an  indefinite  length  of  time.    1  move  that  /^^:  ^^'"■":'  ?f  Kent,  submitted  as  a  pooK 

the  motion  to  re-consider  be  Isid  upon  the  table,  f^^^^^.  t<>  the  chair,  thai  a  motion  to  reonidtf 

and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  navs  !>  V"^  ^^^  ^?P  **"P?*«*  o^'  ^^^^  ™"V  ^  "^ 

Some  conversation  followed  as  to  the  elTect  of  intervening  action,  before  another  motion  tore- 

the  motion,  on  the  part  of  Mr.   BaowK,  Mr.  consider  could  be  enicrUined.    Self-Drotaetios 

CHAMBBas,  of  Kent,  and  the  CnAia.  required  this.    Otherwise,  it  would  l>e  in  thi 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  P°^®J  ^^  «!«7  °°?  ^^  ^he  one  hundred  and  tttftc 

And  the  question,  "shall  the  motion  to  re-oon-  n?embers  of  ihe  Convention,  to  move  a  wws- 

sider  be  laid  upon  the  Ublc,"  was  then  taken,and  ?^.*"l>°"'  °"«  *^«"  ^^^  o^«^  ^  ^^  F«^ 

the  result  was  as  follows :  definitive  action  on  any  proposition. 

JifhmuUive Messrs    Chanman    Prest    Mor  '^^®  Preshdent.    Under  the  rule  as  it  now 

galTBIakislone,  Dent',  HopSweli;  Ricaud.  Lee]  'tands  a  motion  to  reconsider  may  be  msde  i 

Chambers  of  Kent,  Wells,  Kent,  Weems,  Bond,  ^*^Sir  r!i!l;.,».  «f  ir.«t     ir  ^k         .-     ^^ 

Sollera,  Jenifer,  John  Dennis,  James  U.  Dennis  .^Jlf^.^^t^^.^^V/.?  >V  ."^  ^^e  motiootoif. 

CrLfield,   Dashiell,  Williams,  Hodson,  Phelps  consider  shoulo  prevail,  it  brings  b.<^  theqoM. 

Tuck,  McCubbin,    MeMaster,   Fooks, '  Jacoto  L "  !l5! /h^??!;!' °S:  "^^^^^^  ^  ^^ 

Sappington,  Stephenson,  Nelson.  Thawley,  Ki I-  JL  Jr^E^th  Jlt^  «f  Styfi^""  ^~°\  ?««>««»  !• 
eour  and  Waters— 32                               -"and  from  the  city  of  Baltimore.     1  do  not  dcnn 

^Jvioliw-Messrs.  Donaldson,  Buchanan,  Bell,  i°«!^,J:?J,°'t.!^'•nnIi°J!o?.V!^''^             tt 

WelS,  Chandler,  Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Dickinson  comnuttee    but  I  now  state  that  every  word  the 

Sherwood  of  Talbot,  cSision,  Constable,  Cham-  chairman  has  said- 

bers  of  Cecil,  Miller,  McLane,  George,  Wright,  ^r.  Preiitmam  interposed  to  a  miestMO  of 
Shriver,  Gaither,  Biser,  Annan,  Magraw,  Stew-  or<Jcr»  ^^^^  '*  ^"s  no*  competent  to  review  the  re- 
art  of  Caroline,  Gwinn,  Slewart  of  Baltimore  marks  of  ihe  gentleman  from  Charles,  [Mr.  Mer 
city,  Brenl  of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood  of  BalU-  "ck  ]  or  to  refer  to  what  had  occurred, 
more  city,  Presstman,  Ware,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  ^^'  Chambers.    Then  1  will  not  refer  to  ths 
Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Brew-  gentleman  from  Charles, 
er,  Weber,  Slicer,  Filzpatrick,  Parke,  Shower,  Mr   Presstman.    We  wUl  see  to  what  the 
and  Brown— 40.  gentleman  does  refer.                                       • 
So  the  ConvenUon  decided  that  the  motion  to  M^-  I^bnt,  (to  the  President.)    Is  this  a  rs. 
re-consider  should  not  be  laid  upon  the  table.  Dcwal  of  the  motion  to  reconsider.                          | 

And  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  re-  J"®  Presidemt.    It  is. 

consider  the  vote  of  the  Convention,  adoptmg  Some  conversation  followed  on  the  point  of 

the  first  branch  of  the  order.  order,  between  Mr.  Dent  and  the  PaasmEirT. 

The  President  proceeded  to  count.  The  pREsmENT  said,  that  a  majority  of  the     'I 

Mr.  SuRivER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  Convention  could,  under  the  rule,  gi ve  oonseot  to     i 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  said,  that,  in  ad-  another  motion  to  reconsider.    And  ihe  Chair     t 

dition  to  the  reasons  assigned  by  ihe  gentleman  would  put  the  Question  in  that  form.    The  qoei- 

from  Frederick,   (Mr.  Thomas,)  he<  (Mr.  S.,)  lion  was  not  debateable. 

iiad  voted  againit  the  proposition  because  he  was  Mr.  Blakistone  submitted  m  further  ooilUMi 

o/;pofed(opfiiif  ioitnioUoDBtocoakmiiteeBupon  on  the  point  of  order.                            t-*"— 


: 


I 


Tb*  PuitBcn  rtpMtad  hif  daoUoD,  ■ 
line  the  opii'iM  thu  lb*  rule  iri>  unwfa 
tbit,  MnrUwlru.  it  wai  tho  nil«,  (od  U  w 
dutr  of  Um  obalr  to 


mnUMg] 


utiwii  itBtod  to  be,  "Will  tht 


.     ..  .J    followed    bclweta    Hr. 
Bncmutut  and  the  Cnua. 
The  aontioa  wu  tfatn  taken  ud  the  mnli 


So  tbe  re*olulioo  wu  laid  upoo  tbe  table. 


....  HeMFi.  Donaldfen,  Kent,  SelK 
mmn,  Meriiek,  Buchanan,  Ball,  Welch,  Chand- 
ler, Ridfelj,  Llo;d  Dirkiiuon,  Sbarwood  of  Tal- 
bol,Colaton  .Conetabta.ChunberaafCecLl.McUnr 
Oeorxa,WriBbl,TbD(nai,  ehrivsr,  Gaiiher,  Biier. 
Annan,  Hasraw,  Owinn,  Stewart,  of  Haltimore 
eitj.  Brent, of  Bailimon  ell;,  Sherwood,  of  Bal- 
tfaHore  eilr,  PraMtman,  rtert,  Neill,  John  N««~ 
eeaer,  Uarblna,  Hlohtel  ncwnomer,  Brewer, 
WebM-,  Hlicer,  Flupatrlck,  Parke,  Bbawer  and 
Brown — 43. 

Mfadw — Hettn.  Chapman,  President,  Mor- 
no,  BlakiMoDe,  Oaol,  Haoawell,  Ricaud,  Lea, 
CbMnbin.  of  K<:D^  Wella,  Weemi,  Bond,  SoU 
fart,  Jenlbr,  John  Dennii,  Jimei  U.  Danni*, 
CrbAeU,  Daihiell.  William*,  Hodaon,  Phelpe, 
Tuck,  McCubhln,  MoMatter,  Pooka,  J»eoba,Sap- 
ptiwtoa  Stepbenaon,  Nelaon,  Thawlaj,  Stewut 
arCWn>liM,KiiBourand  Wateri-^ 

80  tbe  CoDTantioa  contented  that  tbe  motion 
to  reeoaaUer  diould  be  again  made. 

Wb'tenpoo  the  quealion  recurred  on  the  mo- 
tfea  Is  rteoiMMer  tbe  rote  bj  which  (he  nid  6n\ 
branehof  IberaeolnUoa  bad  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SrswAiT,  of  Caroline,  demanded  the  pre- 
Ttom  qneaticD. 
Tbate  wuaaecoDd. 

And  tbe  main  qucation  <raa  ordered  to  be  now 
Mm. 

Mr.  Sniiram  aiked  tbe  yew  and  DRfi  00  the  ( 
Mi  in  qoaalion,  (i.  a.  the  motion  to  recooaider,) 
wUcb  were  oidcred,  and  being  taken,  retulled 


Mr.  MoaaiHi  I  riie  to  aak  information  of  tbe 
Chair,  in  ihould  now  make  a  motion  that  tbe 
conaentof  the  Hume  be  given  to  eoablemalo 
make  a  motion  to  recooeider,  would  that  motloa 
be  Id  order. 

The  pRiimaNt.    The  Chair  cac  give  no  Other  ' 
conilrucllaa  to  the  rule,  in  tba  shape  In  which  It 

Mr.  Moaoui.  Then  it  ia  hish  time  it  aboald 
be  changed;  ulherwiae  thIsCoofcntiaD  maj  move 
for  weeks  and  mootba,  round  tbe  aame  circle, 
without  the  power  to  exfricate  itself,  or  to  take 
one  single  step  toward!  the  final  disposition  of 
•ny  subjeet-oultar,  that  maj  eome  up  for  it* 
coDsideratinn. 

I  giie  notice  that  I  shall  to-morrow  more  fit 
amend  the  Iwanty-seoond  rule,  bj  striking  otlt 
IhatponioD  of  it  which  permit*  ■  motion  to  re- 
imniider.  after  having  beenooce  mads  and  deeld* 
ed,  to  be  again  made  bj  the  cousecl  of  tba  Coo- 
TanliOD;  and  I  hope  that  (he  Conrention.  on  all 
aides,  will  give  me  its  aid  towtrds  rcmoiii^  this 
obetacle.  at  least,  from  our  path. 

Tha  motion  wa*  entered  on  the  joureat. 

The  ConTenlion  iberaupon  pa>*«d  to  tbe  oideit 
of  the  da;. 


ire.  Donaldson,  Sellman, Mer- 
rick. Buebenan,  Bell.Welch,  Chandler,  Ridgelj, 
Uojd,  DtehiDMn,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Colston, 
Oooatabb,  Chambeti,  of  Cecil,  Miller,  McLane, 
Gruoo,  George,  Wright,  Thomas,  ShriTcr, 
Craltbcr,  Biser,  Annan,  McHenrj,  Msfcrav. 
Btewart,  of  Caroline,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Balti- 
Boro  citjfBrent.  af  Baltimore  ciljr,  Sherwood,  of  . 
BalUaarceitj,  Presatman,  Ware,  Fiery,  Neill.  | 
John  Newcomer,  Harhine,  Michael  Newcomer, 
Brewer,  Weber.  Slicer,  FiLzpatriek,  Parlie, 
AowerMtd  Brown— 45. 

AtMiw — Messrs.  Chuman,  President,  Mar- 
pn.BUkbtone,  Dent,  Hopewell.  Ricaud,  Lee, 
CheJnben,  of  Kent.  Dar«ej,  Wells,  Kent, Weems, 
BollerB,  Jenifer,  John  Dennis,  James  U.  Dennis, 
Dasbtell,  Williams,  HodtoD,  Phelpe,  McCubbin, 
Ucblaater,  Fooha,  Jacobs,  Sapping  ton,  Stephen' 
m>,  Helton,  Tbawley,  Kilgour  aod  Waten— 99. 

Bo  tbe  Tola  waa  reoonidered.  I 

The  qoeatioa  lecnning  on  the  adoplioo  of  the 
neolutioa. 

Mr.  McHuKT  moved  that  the  reultttioa  be 


Tbe  Coniention  resumed  the  ooiuidcratian  of 
the  special  order  of  tbe  daj,  being  the  report  here- 
tofore made  from  the  committee  mi  the  l^^sla- 
tire  depertment  of  the  (Oiemmeot. 

The  qurstion  pending  at  the  time  of  adJonrB- 
ment  yesterday,  wa*  on  tha  amendment  of  Mr. 
Jacoii.    [See  jeslerdiy's  praceedinjt.] 

Mr.  Jacobs  withdrew  tbe  amendment  oflbred 
by  him  on  yesterdaj,  and  substituted  in  lieu 
of  it  the  following: 

"The  Legislalure  shall  cot  repeal  tbe  taxea 
now  imposed  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
until  ihe  revenues  and  furds  of  the  State,  shall 
be  sufficient  to  ensure  its  ultimate  extingHishment 
wiihin  the  period  limited  for  its  paymenti  and 
when  the  puhlic  debt  is  paid,  tbe  surplus  reTcnaea 
derived  from  the  public  work*  of  the  State,  after 
defrnytng  the  nermary  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment shall  be  distiihuted  according  to  the  mode 
provided  by  the  resululion,  No.  47.  of  the  Oenc' 
rsl  Assembly,  of  Deceoiber  session,  paased 
1833." 

Mr.  Jacobs  said  : 

Mr.  President.— On  the  day  before  yesterday, 
we  adopted  two  sectiDni  ns  a  substitute  for  tbe 
original  twenty-first  section  rejjorted  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  iBgislative  department,  and  1  voted 
ivith  great  pleasure  for  both  of  them;  because, 
in  my  opinion,  they  imposed  such  restrictions 
upoo  the  future  Legislatures  of  this  State,  at 
past  experience  baa  proved  to  be  necessary,  and 
the  whole  public  tniiid  required,  at  ti  n&iv&Hb 
i^ioMtinuluVe^i^s&aiti&tiiSNn.  wt  %a  i& 
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time  iMtiaM  p,  I  ■ppmrcolthwi  wiiMly;  for 
tfasy  dMlmra, 

Ftnl,  "TbaLefnilttun,  berrafter.  ifaill  oon- 
Inctno  debt,  uuteu  tbejprotide  Tor  iU  pajmeui 
by  k  (as,  ieried  it  the  lim^  wblch  ttz  thiill  DCTvr 
M  diTBrt«d  to  uj  otber  purpoae."  ThU  tuihij 
Mcompuiimcnl  will  ba  tha  bait  ■ecurit]'  igaiosL 
ooatraaliDg  dabt  id  hilura,  that  wa  oould  powi- 
U;  baTa  ;far  whilM,!!)  cuoof  rareigu  intwion 
or  dooaitic  ioturreDtion,  it  niighl  beoooM  nacu- 
'  nrj  to  oontnust  debt,  in  whicb  amerEeDcj,  tfae 
povBT  i*  not  daaiad,  jat  for  purpowa  ol  mere 
poliej,  tha  power  would  be  inopemiiTe,  bocauic 
of  tb«  rMpoDaibilit;  of  delf  ^tas  to  Ihair  coniiitii- 
onU  and  IbeaTenicni  of  thepaopla  to  taxation. 

Stcond,  "Two-lhirdi  of  Ifaa  Legitlaiura  tball 
ba  reouiilla  to  appropriate  public  moaej,  aid  Ibt^ 
Lefwatun  (hall  not  bura  tba  power  to  tatke 
■ppropriatloM,  lotoa  or  subaoriptiooa  to  any 
woit  of  internal  improTemeat,"  I  nj  1  votad 
fitrbolhof  Iheie  aeclioaa,  but  tbej  do  not  go  far 
mough)  we  want  sane  indemtiitj  for  tba  pail,  ik 
wall  w  aacaritj  for  tbe  future,  and  that  wat  tbe 
object  deaigoed  to  ba  Maursd,  bj  the  amendiBaii  t 
loS^redjeatarday. 

GaDtlemeD  tbougfat  that  ancndinMit  luieapti- 
ble  ofimproTanKDl  and  ihe  MOIiod  I  oAr  md. 
In  lieu  of  the  ooe  proposed  oo  jeatardaj,  enbo- 
diMthoaaiatproreaicDla,  while  it  retuna  ute  origi- 
nal proTiiioni,  looking  to  the  itabrlJtj  of  our  fi- 
DlDcial  Ijitem  until  a  time  when  the  alaklng 
fund  ihall  be  increased  to  an  imomit  Urge  enough 
to  anticipate  tha  pajmeot  of  tha  Slata  bonds  at 
tha  periods  wtasa  thaj  shall  sarerali^  beoom» 
due  i  sfiar  which,  it  raqutiea  a  diilribulioii 
■DMngst  the  counties  and  city  of  Baltimore,  o( 
tfae  uelt  reTBDUcs  of  tha  public  norlu  according; 
lo  tha  mode  provided  in  resolution  No.  IT  of  Iht: 
General  Aaiemb]}  of  December  session  paiaeti 
1B33.  It  was  because  of  the  mode  of  dlatri' 
tion,  that  I  preferred  tbit  subalilule.  By 
iMolution  of  1833,  No.  47,  the  whole  of  the  neti 
TeTCDHes  of  the  inlerusl  improiemenis  would  be 
distributed  as  follows:  One  ball  would  be  di  ' 
dad  into  twenty  psrti  aod  given  to  each  couoty 
and  Baltimore  city  equally,  while  the  other  hilf 
would  be  divided  between  the  counties  and  city 
of  Baltimore,  according  to  their  rcBpecliva  white 
population.  This  would  give  to  Ihs  counties  a 
larger  ihare  than  they  would  obtain  on  Ihe  prin- 
ciple of  distribution  according  to  taialion  as  pro- 
posed on  yeslBcdsy. 

Sir,  I  regret  the  necessity  fur  such  a  provision 
in  the  Constitution  as  much  as  any  gentle- 
man in  this  Convention  can,  but  1  am  not  to  b« 
swerved  from  a  course  1  deem  just  and  right,  ba- 
oause,  forsooth,  it  argues  a  want  of  con 6de nee  in 
the  L^iililure  of  ihe  Stale.  This  ii  not  the 
arena  or  the  occaimn  for  an  exhibition  of  those 
Tery  delicate  shades  of  refinement  that  forbid  tha 
etereisa  of  prudence  on  a'  matter  of  such  grave 
interest  (o  the  people  of  this  State. 

1  beard  it  a[f;ued  yeslerdsy,  (bat  the  Legisla- 
ture had  always  been  a  sale  depositorT  of  the 
public  trust,  and  might  well  claim  our  confidence 
lo  the  future  minagemenl  of  (he  fioancaa  of  the 
StaU.    8ir,  whtt  k>iiw  gentlooMiL  appnife,  I 


diaapproMe,  tad  there  llat  iba  iMM.  I^aii 
ia  aTpiad,  the  preaanl  fiimnoial  nilciii  of  thi 
State,  will,  with  the  aid  of  the  linUaK  fund,  paj 
our  debt  in  twelve  year*,  isit  Ml  goodpolier.ta 
secure  inviolate  that  syttao  tintil  tb«  axpiratioD 
of  thattime^  Some  say  the  tceaaury  will  ball 
a  stale  lo  admit  a  rednctioa  in  tin  taxna  in  a  vaiy 
short  time,  and  it  would  ba  herd  the  Legialatiira 
ihouldbedebarredgiiingaoy  relief.  Tbof  waaU 
have  a  reduotion  of  five  oenu  two  yean  bcoce, 
and  a  reduction  of  five  more  two  year*  aflar  "t-'_ 
but  (hey  would  continue  tiie  remaining  Meac 
cents  till  189',  to  meet  the  payment  of  tha  laai 
bonds  then  due.  1  would  like  to  know  tba  diP 
feraoce  in  paying  tweDly-five  oeols  on  (he  ^(M 
for  twevle  yeara,  and  then  be  entirely 
from  dirrcl  laxea — and  a  paymenl,  by  ( 

equal  in  amount  but  v»rled  in  rale,  and 

apened  through  a  l^aw  of  forty  y«rs.    Coula 
we  hear  the  respoiMi  of  (he  people  of  Ihii  Slal^ 
1  am  very  sure  it  would  ba  in  favor  of  aonUoaBv 
the  twenty-five  cent  (ax  until  the  whole  debt  m 
paid  or  Ifae  linkiog  fund  increased  auSeiaBt^  M 
pay  it  when  due.    Not  that  the  popple  lova  Ul- 
alion,  but  if  the  monay  must  be  paid,  they  wmH 
sooner  do  it,  in  a  reaaunable  time,  than  traBHUt 
with  their  property  to  fiitur*  gaaaratiaai,  tki 
eternal  and  iiuliatiable  tax. 
Continue  tha  present  tax  of  tweaty-Gva  cart 
1  tha  one   hundred   dollar*  until  tha  ptopwd 
me,  and  our  people  will  pay   it  ohBerfnllt,  to- 
I  use  they  would    the  sooner  be  ralaawdfroa 
laiation  altogelher,    and  the  aooDBr  ihan  U> 
benefits  of   what  (hay  have  alraady  paid.    M 
sdopt  the  other  plan,  and  chaon,  after,  raiaiud 
lower  the  taxea,  to  sail  the  polioj  of  every  ti- 
minislrsiion,  and  Ihe  theory  nf  eveiy  tyro  iat 
nancB,  who    may  hold  a  seat  in   ib«  iegUaluq 
and  you  will  certainly  do  one  of  two  things— yoi    ' 
<<ilt  cxaiperale  the  public  mind,  by  a   cootail 
vaoiliatioo  in  your    revenue   laws,  or  joa  'H 
ioura  the  whole  state  lo  a  aystem  of  laiatice  list 
|4  to  be   perpetual.     1  am  opposed  to  perpeuil 
taxation.   1  never  want  onr   people  lo  reeojnue 
mas  the  settled  policy  of  the  State,  nor  would  1 
wantonly  tantatiia  their  moat  ardent  dttirealK 
exemption  from  taxation  entirely. 

1  well  remember  the  atiugglea  and  rcmeoslnl- 
cei  made  by  the  people  ot  luy  county,  befiw 
yielding  to  tlie  present  lax  laws;  (hat  county  nt 
joe  of  (he  seven  referred  to  on  yoatenjay,  bj  tin 
i;enlleman  from  Frederick,  (Mr.  Thomai,)  "ta 
[dpudiated  the  jailUe  and  t^iti)  of  lb«e  Ui 
ItiwB,  deviled  by,  and  under  (he  adminiidaliu 
„r  Mr.  Pratt. 

That  gentleman  then  held  a  warm  place  ic  lb( 

aflectionsof  the  people  of  Worcester  county,  bol 

III  hi]  died  and  steady  purpoae  to  maintain  ilm 

fuilh  of  Ihe  Slate,  be  found  it  necesnry  to  n- 

com mend  a  system  of   lax  laws,  considered  op- 

presaivB  and  unjust,  by  the  people  of  that  cuiilfi 

---^  this  caused  the  love  of  many  to  wax  cold  V- 

rds  him.    Moied  by  high  palriotic  matins, 

yielded  to  (he  burdeniof  tixaiion,  onlylo 

3w  them  od*  at  (he  earliaat  practical  m^ 
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his  far-seeini;  jud^^inent,  and  likely  to  consum- 
mate tlie  object  proposed,  and  we  would  adhere 
to  that  policy,  and  that  syatem  of  taxation  until 
the  last  dollar  la  paid.  I  would  hold  to  the  pre- 
sent  financial  system  of  the  State,  until  it  has 
workeii  out  ils  iiigh  destiny,  of  rcstorinj;  the  peo- 
ple of  old  Maryjaiid  once  mure,  to  Ihat  proud 
position  they  once  occupied.  Aye,  more;  1 
would  engraft  upon  thin  Cunstilution  a  guaranty 
that  liiose  taxes  ^hjll  b».«  returned  to  the  people, 
when  the  puiilic  woiks  bcrninc  remunerative, 
accordiup;  tu  the  m«)de  pre^icrihed  by  my  amend- 
m  ni.  Shall  wu  nuislfct  this  amendment,  and 
deceive  the  reasonable  exiirctation  of  the  peo- 
ple? Continue  to  s|.oi I  their  confidence?  Ever 
allure  tiieni  by  a  course  of  duplicity  into  hopes 
never  to  he  realized:  1  tiust  (hiH  is  not  thedc- 
terminalioM  oithis  Convi-ntion,  but  that  we  shall 
evince  our  sincerity  and  poo*!  failli  towards  the 
p«ople  of  this  deeply  indebted  State,  by  engraft- 
ing lU'ii  nection  upuu  the  Constitution,  to  be  sub- 
milted  to  their  judgment. 

iMr.  DoNALObON  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question; 

\yiiii  h  w:is  i.r Jercd. 

Mr.  SiiLLEus  rose  to  enquire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Worcester.  (Mr.  Jacobs,)  what  the  mean- 
ing of  ;his  provision  was?  As  he,  (iMr.  S.,)  un- 
derstood it,  the  tax-laws  wore  not  to  be  repealed 
until  a  siiflicipiit  fund  should  have  been  provid- 
ed to  txiin-^-.n-h  ihe  debt.  VVhowas  10  be  the 
jud^o  of  llial  sufficiency? 

-Mr.  JACoB^said:  The  legi«jaturc,  I  presume. 

Mr.  S-oLLFi:s  continued.  It  seemed  then,  bo 
said,  tobe  uuucce-^saiy.  if  it  was  not  intended 
Ui  bind  the  legislature  against  pa^-sinKany  law  to 
repeal  the  taxes  fi»r  what  purpose  had  it  been 
offcrcti?  Wa^  it  done  to  gratify  bond  hold- 
ers? lie  could  not  think  so.  He  did  not 
believe  Uial  any  gentleman  representing  an  agri- 
cultural dhlriet,  would  introduce  any  proposi- 
tion, prejndicial  to  iN  \  mtercsts  ot  his  own 
coiislitiieiitv,  or  cahiuLitcd  to  promote  the  intcr- 
eaijs  of bo;il.h'>ldersand  slocii-jobbcrs. 

Wijui  tliL-n  was  the  object  of  this  proposition? 
Was  it  inleiide'l  a^  a  mt::'c  exiire--i(m  of  opinion 
on  Ih.-  part  of  this  Coi:verjtiiu  that  we  di>l  not 
intend  to  n.pi:fiialt.-:  Why,  wiio  dreamed  of  such 
a  thiu-r  'i  h.;t  <:ay — tiie(i:-rki''l  in  ourhislorv — 
when  "iho  hCLiven'.s  weru  hutij^  willi  black'' —  i 
had  ion;;:  since  pavM-d.  And  no  man  at  this! 
hour  would  slai.d  uj>  jsnd  advocate  any  thing 
liKe  the  doetriiiO  of  repuiliatiou.  He  could  nol 
undoi-ttard  the  purp(,so  lor  wliic-h  the  proposi- 
tion had  been  offered. 

1:  i:  i.if.is.c  I  ,.x{  ill.:  li  .'islaluiv.  wa.-.  to  pa-rs  no 
law  ti»  icpLul  ihe  i.ix-laws.  nulwiihstandin-^  ihat 
there  iiii--si  Uc  a  l;:rifi:  >urpi';-,  uniiualiy  llowing 
into  tiiij  trea-ury,  il.cn  he  v.a-i  ojijiuscd  to  it.  Hi* 
vrould  liot.  h"  oare  n«it  ^^o  belur;*  a  down-trod- 
den co:..itilu-;ncy,  and  tell  tlieui  that  although 
there  wab  alar-^e  accumulatuiii  of  money  in  the 
Irea-^ury,  wruutc  from  their  hard  toil  and  the 
sweat 'of  their  brown,  yet  the  oriranic  law  forbid 
us  relieving  them  from  a  burthen  which  was 
crushmg  them.  Gentlemen  of  the  counties, 
(asked  .Mr.  S.,)  canyon  do  Uiis? 

Jle  spoke  of  the  pcL-uliar  posilion  of  himself 
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and  of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  to  whose 
benefit  these  gigantic  works  had  in  no  degree 
contributed.  Tet  they  were  paving  fi>r  them 
annuallT  more  than  they  were  able  to  pay — and 
now  a  demsnd  was  made  for  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision prohibiting  the  Legislature  from  repealing 
the  tax-laws  although  some  of  the  burthens  they 
imposed  might  well  be  taken  off. 

It  was  not  often  that  the  gentlepan  from  Kent» 
(Mr.  Chambers,)  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to 
od  eopfofidum  arguments.  But  there  certainly 
was  come  savour  of  such  an  argument  in  the  re- 
marks which  the  gentleman  maSe  the  other  day, 
when  he  appealmi  to  the  farmers  here  and  told 
them  that  the  last  taxes  to  be  taken  off  would  he 
the  taxes  on  the  land  He,  (Mr.  8  ,)  deelired 
that  the  very  first  bill  which  reduceid  the  taxes 
would  take  off  some  five  or  ten  cents  from  the  land 
tax.  The  very  same  influences  which  were 
brought  to  bear  for  the  establishment  of  the  sys- 
tem which  the  gentleman  from  Baltlroere  city, 
(Mr.  Presstman,)  had  yesterday  designated  the 
auxiliary  taxes,  would  again  operate  to  cooUnue 
them  Whilst  the  necessity  for  taxes  existed  and 
these  were  the  very  last  which  the  farmers  would 
consent  to  repeal. 

We  were  told  that  this  was  a  solemn  pledge  to 
the  people  of  Maryland  and  to  the  worM,  that  un- 
der no  circumstances  should  the  tax  laws  be  re- 
pealed, and  that  the  faith  of  the  S  ate  shoold  be 
maintained  inviolate.  No  man  was  more  dnposed 
to  maintain  the  faith  of  the  State  than  he  was.  But 
where  in  the  history  of  the  world  had  a  system 
of  finance  been  found  so  perfect,  that  it  was  not 
susceptible  of  improvement  ?  There  were  eer- 
tain  gentlemen  who  seemed  to  take  into  their 
own  peculiar  keeping  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
State — to  regard  it  as  exclusively  the  work  of 
their  own  hands,  and  to  consider  it  almost  a  sacri- 
legious act  for  any  man  to  touch  it.  Gentlemen 
must  pardon  him.  But  be  knew  of  no  work  of 
mere  human  wisdom  which,  in  the  change  of 
time  and  circumstances,  might  not  require  to  be 
changed.  And  was  he  to  bo  told  that,  although 
there  might  be  surplus  millions  in  the  Treasury, 
they  were  not  to  bo  touched,  and  that  the  enor- 
mous taxes  now  weighing  heavily  upon  the  peo- 
ple were  to  be  continued,  even  when  they  could 
faalely  and  properly  be  relaxed?  He,  for  one,  could 
not  go  home  and  teach  such  a  doctrine  to  aeon- 
stilueticy  who  had  so  honestly  and  so  freely  paid 
the  taxes  which  the  State,  in  the  hour  of  her  need 
and  her  peril,  had  imposed  upon  her. 

Mr.  GwisN*  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
first  branch  of  the  proposition  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman. He  could  not  see  the  wisdom  of  keeping 
up  the  present  system  of  taxation,  until  the  wnole 
public  debt  waH  paid  off.  Under  the  estimates 
of  tlie  Treasurer.  Uie  sinking  fund  would  absorb 
it  ill  about  fifteen  years.  Hut  what  need  was 
there  for  the  continuance  of  the  present  sys'om  in 
all  its  parts,  in  order  that  this  result  mi^h  be 
accomplished  in  so  brief  a  time.  Taxation  wis, 
mdced,  designed  to  meet  the  current  iritareit, 
and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  principal 
of  our  obligations.  But  it  was  surely  only  right 
that  this  burthen  should  be  as  equally  distributed, 
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ts  WEI  oonsiiteiit  with  the  tmoM  of  oar  obligt* 
tkmi. 

The  works  of  internal  improvement  were  not 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  present  generation 
only.  This  result  could  never  have  been  antici- 
pated even,  because  their  extent  and  character 
nade  it  evident  that  the  main  advantage  would 
he  derived  from  the  future.  And,  although  the 
tespon^ibilitj  which  we  assume,  imposes  on  us  the 
duty  of  taking  our  fair  share  of  the  burden  we 
have  created,  yet  those  who  derive  the  chief  ad- 
vantage our  investment,  should  also  contribute 
to  the  discharge  of  the  liability. 

Again,  it  would  seem  reasonable  that  this  scale 
of  taxation  should  be  gradually  reduced.  The 
gradation  would  maintain  the  equipoise  in  the 
▼alue  of  property  in  this  State,  which  would 
else  be  suddenly  disturbed  if  the  whole  burden 
were  rsmoved  at  once.  Frudence,  no  less  than 
justice,  would  require  reductions  running  through 
A  series  of  years.  He  would  gladly  provide  for 
a  diminution,  following  a  certain  per  centage; 
lay  five  cents  in  the  hundred  dollars,  in  every 

Sriod  of  three  years,  until  the  whole  debt  was 
(Charged.  But  he  could  not  support  thp  pit>- 
poeition  as  it  now  stood.  It  was  not  netessary 
to  the  credit  of  the  State,  for  there  was  no  risk 
following  upon  gradual  reduction  in  taxation. 

Mr.  Jbhivbe  now  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, (which  he  had  yesterday  indicated  his  in- 
tention to  offer  to  the  then  pending  proposition  of 
Mr.  Jacobs.) 

Amend  the  first  branch  of  the  amendment  by 
adding,  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words  '*  except 
by  an  act  passed  at  one  session,  submitted  to  the 
people  and  re-enacted  at  the  next  succeeding 
session  of  the  Legislature." 

Mr.JBmvBB  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  the 
insertion  of  any  restriction  in  the  organic  law. 
He  saw  no  necessity,  either  for  restricting  or  for 
urging  on  the  Legislature  in  reference  to  taxeft. 
If  the  question  was  to  be  taken  now,  he  would 
wish  to  make  the  first  proposition  so  as  to  pre- 
vent any  restriction  on  the  Legislature,  to  take 
off  the  taxes,  when,  in  their  discretion,  they  may 
think  it  ouffht  to  be  done.  He  was  opposed  to 
taking  off  the  taxes,  until  the  debt  was  paid;  but 
when  the  debt  was  paid,  he  would  wish  taxation 
to  cease.  He  was  not  so  clear  on  the  point  that 
the  last  tax  which  would  be  repealed,  woold  be 
the  tax  on  land.  If  the  modification  he  had  sug- 
gested was  adopted,  he  would  vote  for  the  pro- 
position; if  not,  he  must  vote  against  it. 

The  auxiliary  tax,  as  it  was  called,  did  operate 
more  on  Baltimore  than  any  other  part  of  the 
State,  but  it  should  be  recollected  that  she  re- 
ceived nearly  all  the  benefits  from  these  works  of 
internal  improvement,  and  if  that  tax  should  be 
repealed,  the  burden  must  fall  more  heavily  on 
the  property  of  the  counties,  and  on  those  which 
never  expected  to  derive  any  direct  interest  from 
these  works.  Much  had  been  said  of  the  large 
amount  of  taxes  paid  from  Baltimore.  She  ne- 
cessarily pays  the  largest  portion  from  her  wealth 
and  population,  but  much  less  in  proportion  than 
the  advantages  derived  from  being  the  termini 
of  these  great  works.  Her  commerce  is  en- 
larged—her wealth  increased— her  city  becom- 


ing t  rival  to  the  first  of  the  Unioii'— theae  facl» 
iboald  aatisihr  gentlemen,  that  tio  iDJastice  wiU 
be  done  to  Adtimore,  by  a  continuance  of  these 
auxilisry  taxes  until  the  final  extinguishment  of 
the  public  debt.  Then  she  will  receive  her  fair 
proportion  of  the  nett  revenues  arising  from  these 
works,  and  all  the  advantages  they  were  intended 
to  bestow.  For  these  reasons,  (Mr.  J.  said,)  be 
should  not  be  for  disturbing  the  present  system  of 
revenue  at  any  point  until  the  entire  liquidation 
of  Uie  public  debt. 

After  some  conversation  on  a  point  of  order* 
between  Mr.  Sollbrs  and  the  Chair, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  JsNivEa, 
And  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  first  division  of  Mr.  Jacobs*  amendmeot, 
which  was  read  as  follows : 

•*  The  Legislature  shall  not  repeal  the  tsx« 
DOW  imposed  for  the  pavment  of  the  public  debt, 
until  the  revenues  and  funds  of  the  State  shsll  be 
sufficient  to  ensure  its  ultimate  extinguishmest 
within  the  period  limited  for  its  payment.'' 
Mr.  Bbown  asked  the  yeas  and  nays; 
Which  were  ordered. 
And  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows : 
40irmo(iee.^Messsrs.    Chapman,    Presidest, 
Blakistone,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Chambers,  of  Keot, 
Donaldson,  Wells,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  WilliaiBS, 
Hodson,  Phelps.  Bowling,  McMaster,  Fooks,  Jtr 
cobs  and  Waters — 16. 

A'egoliee.— Messrs.  Morgan,  Dent,  Hopewell, 
Sellman,  Weems,  Sellers,  Jenifer,  Bucbsosn,' 
BeU,  Welch,  Chandler,  Ridgely,  Uoyd,  Dickin- 
son, Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Colston,  James  U. 
Dennis,  Constable,  Chambers,  of  Cecil,  Miller, 
McCubbin,  Grason,  George,  Wright,  Tbomsi, 
Shriver,  Gaither,  Biser,  Sappington,  Stephenson, 
Nelson,  Carter,  Thawley,  Stewart,  of  Caroline, 
Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent,  of  Bal- 
timore city,  Sherwood,  of  Baltimore  city,  Wars, 
Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael 
Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Brewer,    Weber,   Slicer, 
Parke,  Shower,  and  Brown— 52. 

So  the  first  division  of  the  amendment  was  r^ 
jecUd, 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  second 
branch  of  the  proposition  ; 
As  follows : 

*-  And  when  the  public  debt  is  paid,  the  surplm 
revenue  derived  from  the  public  works  of  the 
Sute,  after  defraying  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  government,  sbafl  be  distributed  according  to 
the  mode  provided  by  the  resolution  No.  47,  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  December  session,  pss- 
sed  1833." 

Mr.  GwiNN  said  that  tlie  rule  fixed  in  the  se- 
cond branch  was  based  on  a  resolution  that  ap- 
plied to  the  school  fund.  In  that  view,  it  wsi 
wise  enough  as  a  sort  of  compromise,  only  for  the 
reason  that  i;  was  perhaps  the  easiest  way  that 
could  be  devised  of  settling  a  mooted  questioo. 
it  was  now,  however,  proposed  to  give  its 
much  wider  meaning,  by  providing  that  the  fond 
indicated  in  the  second  branch  should  be  diridsd 
into  two  parts — one  of  which  should  be  distaribo- 
ted  among  the  counties  and  city  of  Baltinois 


Mording  to  their  white  nopulitkn,  and  Um  other 
mlT  to  be  diTided  into  twenl;  parte,  aUowlriKone 
>  each  of  the  eounliei  in  existence  in  1SS3,  and 
M  to  the  citj  of  Baltimore. 

It  wemed  to  him  that  if  lucb  diitributjoo  were 
rer  to  occur,  it  ahould  tie  mida  in  the  siniB  pro- ' 
irtton  in  which  the  fund  wai  contributed.  He  i 
ould  refer  to  the  table  marked  [itatameat  G.] ' 

th«  Trtasurer'i  report  of  1649.  The  amount ' 
'  the  whole  jearlj  leTT  for  the  State  wal  1*77,-  ' 
'6 — and  of  Ifaii  Baltimore  citj  contributed  . 
|75,T6Q,  or  more  than  one-third  of  the  great 
oount  of  the  whole  revenue.  Now  with  what  | 
«sall  IB  it  iir^,  that  Baltimore  ihojld,  after  ! 
i^inK  cantribution  of  >  fund,  which  wai  not  I 
qaiRd  b;  the  necetilty  of  the  cbm,  irceira 
lek  onijr  eieTCD-twenlietbi  of  what  It  had  paid, 
td  not  tiM  whole  mm  wtiich  it  contributad. 
be  aame  iojoatlce  would  reault  to  the  countiei  | 
ilUivel  J  alio.  Why  ihould  Frederick  eountj, 
bich  pa^  eight  timci  ai  Dineh  *i  Calvert,  re- 
ave back  only  one-half  of  ill  eentribnUon — and 
■•-twentieth  of  the  KTou  aum — wbeo  it  ha* 
mtribnted  in  afardiOerent proportion.  It  wu 
■rtaiolj  an  eilraordinarj  idea,  BCid  tboufh  it 
i|ht  work  to  the  idvantage  of  the  Mnall  coun- 
ea,  it  could  not  be  suppoaed  that  thej  would 
btaln  thia  benefit  bj  injuatica  to  the  larger 
boDtlea  aad  to  iho  city  of  Baltimore. 

The  qneatton  wai  taken  and  letulled  aa  G>l- 

JjffbwiaSti — Meam.  Chapman,  Pres't.,  Mor- 
tm,  Blakiitona,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud.  Lea, 
SninberB  of  Kant,  Sellman,  Waenu,  Bond,  Sol- 
an, Colitoa,  Jamc*  U.  Dennit,  CriiGeld,  Da- 
Uall,  Willianu,  Hodion,  Phelpa,  McMaitar, 
^ooka,  Jaeoba,  Carter,  Thawlej,  Fiery,  John  I 
faweMnar,  Kilgour,  Brewer,  and  Walera— 30.  I 

JVlgaHw— Menra.  Donaldson,  Weill,  Bu- 
AuMD,  Bell,  Welch,  Chandler,  Rldn^,  Lloyd, 
IKtUiMon,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Coartable, 
MltleT,  MeCubblD,  Georse.  Wright,  Thorn- 
II,  Gaither,  Biier,  Annan,  Sappington,  Sta' 
ibaoMD,  McHenrr,  Nelson,  Gwinn,  Stewart, 
if  Baltimore  city.  Brent  of  Baltimore  oily,  Sber- 
vaodoTBammorecityiPrentmaD, Ware,  Schley, 
Vaill,  Harbine,  Miehael  Newcomer,  Weber, 
nicar,  Fitxpatriek,  Parke,  Shower  and  Brown — 
S. 

So  Um  teeond  branch  of  the  amendment  was 
■igaetcd. 

Mr.  Jacoas.  I  have  one  other  propoaition 
vUeh  1  dciire  to  submit.  And  1  move  the  pre~ 
rioiM  queation  on  its  adoption. 

nw  amendment  wai  read  aa  follows ; 

"Tbe  Legislature  shall  at  its  first  session  after 
ttaadoption  of  this  Constitution,  and  from  lime 
la  time  Ibercafter,  dimini^  by  law,  ths  direct 
tuea  ef  the  Stale,  to  a  minimum,  equal  only  tc. 
pi}the  interest  on  tbe  present  State  debt;  and 
no  law  shall  hereafter  be  psMed  to  raise  money 
'■ylaxation  with  a  view  to  the  payment  of  any 
(Ut  of  the  principal  of  the  State  debt." 

There  was  a  second  to  the  demand  for  Ibe 
phrioui  queation. 

And  the  main  quealion  wi*  ofdared  to  be  aoir 
"•ten. 


Hr.  JicoH  asked  tbe  ;eu  and  naya,  wUeb 
were  ordered. 

Hr.  BaawiR  called  for  a  division  of  tbe  qiut> 
tioD,  which  was  ordered. 

And  tbe  queition  was  taken  on  the  first  hnuMh 
af  the  amendment  as  follows  : 

"The  LcEiilalure  shall,  at  iu  first  seaaioD  af- 
ler  the  adoption  of  Ibis  Conititulion,  and  from 
lime  to  lime  thereafter  diminish  by  law,  tbe  di- 
rect laves  of  the  State,  to  a  minimum,  equal  only, 
to  pay  tbe  interest  on  the  present  State  debt" 

Atul  the  question  bavit^  been  taken,  the  result 
w«  as  follows : 


Michael  Newcomer,  Brewer,  Parite,  and  ^low- 

ur— la. 

M^lalivt — Misin.  Chapman,  Prea't.,  Btor^ao, 
Blikiitooe,  Dent,  Hopewtill,  Ricaud, Lee, Cham- 
bers of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Wells,  Jenifer,  Bochan- 
in.  Bell,  Wetoh,  Chandler,  Ridsely,  Lli^d, 
DicliiDSon,  Sherwood  of  Taltiot,  Coliton,  James 
U.Dennis,Crisfield,DashieIl,  WiUismi, Hodson, 
Pbelpi,  MeCubbin,  Grason,  Oeone,  Wilgfat, 
Thomai,  Sbrivar,  Gaither,  Biitir,   Annan,  Sap- 

eingloD,  SlepheDsoD,  McHeary,  Ndson,  Carter, 
tewartof  Caroline,  Gwino,  i Stewart  rf  Balti- 
moie  city.  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood  of 
Baltimore  city,  Pretstman,  Ware,  Fien,  Jtba 
Newcomer,  Harbhie,  Waters,  Anderson,  Webec 
Sllcer,  and  FiUpstrick— M. 

So  the  fint  branch  of  the  ■roeodment  Wii  n 
jeeted. 

ThequesUon  was  then  pot  on  ttaa  second  branoh 
of  said  amendment  bring  in  thesa  words  "and  no 
law  shall  hereafter  be  passed  to  nise  money  by 
taxation,  with  a  view  to  the  payment  of  any  part 
of  tbe  principal  of  the  State  debt.'*' 

Hr.  JacDBi  asked  to  withdraw  the  laat  branch 
of  mid  amendment,  but  the  Chair  stated,  that  Ibe 


in  taking  the  vt 
And  the  question  was  taken  and  reaolled  u 

!— Mr.  Fook*— 1. 


AivotiH — Meiers.  Cbspman.  Freiident,Mor- 

an,  Blakiitone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Riesud,  Lee, 
lambers  of  Kent,  Donaldsen,  Weill,  bellman, 
Weems,  Bolters,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch, 
Chandler,  Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Dickinswi,  Sherwood 
of  Talbot,  Colston,  James  U.  Detmis,  CrbfieM, 
Daihiell,  Witlisms,  Hodson,  Pbelaa,  Miller,  Me- 
Cnhbin,  Orason,  George,  Wrignt,  MoHaster, 
Mean,  Jacobs,  Tliomas,  Sbrivar,  Gaither,  Biier, 
Annan,  Sappiniton,  Stephenson,  McHenrj,  Nel- 
son, Csrler,  Thawley.  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
Gnlnn.Stenart  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent  of  Bal- 
timoro  city,  Sherwood  of  Bait,  city,  Presstman, 
Fiery,  Jolin  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  New- 
~,  Kilgour,  Brewer,  Waters,  Weber,Slicer, 


rejected. 

The  twenty-Kwni&  *a^iQ««C  toawivs*-"**^ 
then  read,  and,  no  a)B«B&mM&  ^tKttBfc  \wa«^ 
(end,  wu  ■da7ta&  wliAUtwi- 
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See.  SSM.  No  extra  compensation  shall  be 
granted  or  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
any  public  officer,  agent,  servant,  or  contractor 
after  the  services  shall  have  been  rendered,  or 
the  contract  entered  into,  nor  shall  the  salary  or 
eoropensation  of  any  public  officer  be  increased 
or  diminished  during  his  term  of  offide. 

The  twenty-third  section  of  the  report  was 
then  read  as  follows : 

See.  33rd.  No  county  now  established  by  law, 
shall  ever  be  reduced  by  the  establishment  of  any 
new  county,  to  a  population  of  less  than 
thousands,  nor  shall  any  new  county  be  hereafter 
established  with  a  population  of  less 
thousaod. 

This  section  was  informally  passed  over. 

The  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  report  was 
then  read,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  2ith,  No  senator  or  delegate  shall,  during 
the  term  for  which  he  shall  havo  been  elected, 
be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  in  this  State,  which 
'shall  have  been  created,  or  the  salary  or  emolu- 
ments  of  which  shall  have  been  increased  during 
such  term ;  and  no  senator  or  delegate,  during 
the  time  he  shall  continue  to  act  as  such,  shall 
be  eligible  to  any  civil  office. 

Mr.  Hahbine  suggested  that  the  gentleman 


ble  in  any  civil  action  or  criminal  prosedulion, 
whatever,  for  words  spoken  In  debate. 

The  twenty-nintli  section  of  the  report  was  read, 
and  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  was 
read  as  follows  : 

Sec.  29/A.  The  House  of  Delegates  may  in- 
quire, on  the  oath  of  witnesses, ~into  all  com- 
plaints; grievances  and  oQcnces,  as  the  grand  io- 
Jiuest  of  the  State,  and  may  commit  any  person, 
or  any  crime,  to  the  public  jail,  there  to  reojain 
until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law->they  may 
examine  and  pass  all  accounts  of  the  Stale  rela- 
ting either  to  the  collection  or  expenditure  of  the 
revenue,  or  appoint  auditors  to  state  and  adjust 
the  same — they  may  call  for  all  public  or  cfiicial 
papers  and  records,  and  send  for  persons  whom. 
they  may  judge  necessary  in  the  course  of  their 
enquiries  concerning  aflaiis  rclatini!:  to  the  pub- 
lic interest,  and  may  direct  all  office  bonds  whicti 
shall  bo  made  payable  to  the  State,  to  be  sued 
for  any  breach  of  duty. 

The  thirtieth  section  of  the  report  was  .'ead 
and  adopted  as  follows  : 

Sec.  30tk.  In  cape  of  the  death,  disqualificatioa, 

refusal  to  act,  exp«ilsion   vt  removal   from  the 

county  or  district  for  which  he  shall  have  two 

elected,  if  any  person  shall  have  beon  chosen  as 

from  Prince  George's,   (Mr.  Tuck,)  had  given  I  a  Delegate  or  Senator,  or  in  case  of  a  tie  bciwre^n 


jK>tioe  of  an  amendment  which  he  intended  to  of- 
/er.  [It  appeared  that  Mr.  T.  had  been  unexpect- 
edly called  from  the  city  by  sickness  in  his  fami- 

After  some  conversation, 

The  section  was  informally  passed  over. 

The  twenty-fiflh  section  of  the  report  was  read 
and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  ^5th.  Each  House  may  determine  the 
rules  of  its  own  proceedings,  punish  a  member 
for  disorderly  or  disrespectful  behaviour,  and 
with  the  consent  of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member 
but  no  member  shall  be  expelled  a  second  time 
for  the  same  offience. 

The  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  report  was  read 
and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Sec,  26<A.  Each  House  may  punish  by  impris- 
onment, during  the  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, any  person  not  a  member,  for  disrespect- 
ful or  disorderly  behaviour  in  its  presence,  or  for 
obstructing  any  of  its  proceedings,  or  any  of  its 
officers  in  the  execution  of  their  duties ;  provi- 
ded, such  imprisonment  shall  not  at  any  one  time 
exceed  ten  da}s. 

The  twenty-seventh  section  was  read,  and  no 
amendment  having  been  offered,  was  adopted,  as 
foUows : 

See.  27(A.  The  members  of  each  House  shall, 
in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their 
attendance  at  the  sessions  <»f  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same, 
allowing  one  day  for  every  thirty  miles  such 
member  may  reside  from  the  place  at  which  the 
General  Assembly  is  corwened. 
The  tweoty-eighth  secition  of  the  report  was 
nfd  MOd  adopUd,  aa  m  owi : 


^ec.  2Sih.  tfo  senator  or  d^l^g^te ihiU  \)t  ViaA    TXvb  amwAmwiN. ^^^  ^^c^^ Vi. 


two  or  more  qualifiol  persons,  a  warrant  of  elec- 
tion shall  be  issued  by  the  Governor,  or  person 
exercising  the  functions  of  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  for  the  election  of  a  Senator  or  Utii'- 
gate,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  supply  tlic  vacaticy, 
of  which  not  less  than  ten  days  notice,  exclusive 
of  the  day  of  notice  and  day  of  ehxtion,  shall  be 
given;  provided,  however,  that  unless  a  meeting 
of  the  General  Asseuibly  may  intervene,  or  ibe 
vacancy  shall  occur  during  the  session  of  the 
General  Asr-embly,  the  eltclion  to  fill  the  same 
shall  take  place  ou  the  day  of  the  ensuing  gene- 
ral election. 

The  thirty-first  section  of  the  report  was  read, 
and  no  amendment  having  been  oflcred,  was 
adopted  as  follows  : 

Sec.  31s/.  The  senators  and  delegates  shall  re- 
ceive such  compen>ation  for  their  services  as 
may  be  allowed  l)y  law  ;  but  no  law  increasing 
or  diminishing  the  compensation  shall  be  made 
to  take  effect  until  alter  the  general  elections 
next  ensuing  the  passage  thereof.  No  book  or 
other  printed  matter  not  appertainint;  to  the  bu- 
siness of  the  session,  shall  be  subscnbcd  for.  for 
the  use  of  the  members,  or  be  distributed  amuig 
them. 

The  thirty-second  section  of  the  report  wis 
read,  as  follows  : 

Sec.  32nd  No  law  passed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  take  effect  until  the  expiration  o^^ 
days,  from  the  closing  of  the  ses- 
sions at  which  it  mav  be  passed,  unles"  it  bu  ex- 
pressly declared  on  the  face  of  the  law,  ibst  :t 
shall  take  effect  on  or  after  a  different  day;  ^^ 
no  law  of  a  public  nature  shall  take  effect  uniii 
the  same  shall  be  published. 

Mr.  Phelps  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  ?*• 
ton^Yicve  mvU  "  ninety." 
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And  the  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
he  section,  as  amended — 

After  some  explanatory  convrrsation  on  the 
urt  of  Mc«5rti.  Brown,  Harbine,  Presstman, 
Pollers  and  Chambers,  of  Kent, 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  movei  to  amend  said 
«ction  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  these  words, 
'in  such  mode  a-*  the  legislature  may  direct." 

Mr.  RiDGELT  submitted  that  the  last  paragraph 
ras  superfluous,  and  moved,  therefore,  to  strike 
Ut  tho  following  words : 

•*  And  no  law  of  a  public  nature  shall  take  cf- 
ct  until  the  same  shall  be  published." 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  amendment 
"  Mr.  Chamber>,  of  Kent. 

And  the  amendment  was  ajrreed  to. 

The  qurslion  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 

Lxr    RiDGELT. 

JMr.  itiDCELY  withdrew  his  motion. 

-And  the  que-'tion  recurring  on  the*  adoption  of 
e  section,  as  amended, 

On  a  suj;i:estion  by 

Wr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  the  words  **or  af- 
X"  "  be  stricken  out. 

Wr.  Presstman  explained  that  the  insertion  of 
le  words  *'  or  after,"  was  a  mere  typogra]»hical 
'ror. 

And  iheu  the  article,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  thirtj-third  section  cf  the  report  was  read, 
A  follows : 

Sec.  33rd.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have 
full  power  to  exclude  from  "the  privilege  of  vot- 
ing at  elections  or  of  being  elected  to  cither 
House,  or  of  beinc  elected  or  appointed  to  any 
civil  or  militarj  ollice  in  this  Stale,  any  person 
convicted  of  perjury,  bribery,  or  oiher  infamous 

urime. 

Mr.  Presstman  referred  to  a  discussion  in  the 
Jtriier  part  of  the  session,  when  the  report  on 
he  elective  franchise  was  pendin;;,  when  some- 
bing  was  taid  about  the  effect  of  constitutional 
li*franchisements  upon  the  commission  of  of- 
•nces,  and  whether  in  case  of  pardon  by  the  ex- 
eative,  or  fulfilment  ot  the  punishment  allotted, 
rould  restore  a  party  to  his  civil  rights. 

The  gentle  man.  from  Calvert,  (Mr.  Sollcrs,) 
eemed  to  have  some  doubt  upon  this  point  and 
t  his  suzgestion,  qualifying  terms  had  betMi  cni- 
loycd.  He  had  in*it  jnced  at  the  time  the-  ott'ence 
f  duelling  amonp;  other  violations  of  the  law.and 
bought  that  the  pardoning  power  mipht  not  be 
afficjent  to  restore  the  righis  of  the  party. 

He,  [Mr.  P..]  had  thoii^hl  that  every  offenco 
ras  purged  by  pardon  or  the  actual  fulfilment 
f  the  sentence  of  punishment.  It  was  of  impor- 
mce  enough  to  have  the  matter  well  «indersiood 
nd  if  he  was  wrong  in  his  view,  or  if  there  was 
ny  uncertainty,  t!ic  section  had  better  be  ainrnd- 
d.  He  did  not  favor  in  any  manner,  a  perpct- 
lal  diafranchisemeut  fr  any  otlVnce. 

Mr.  SoLLERs  explained,  that  his  idea  wa«,  that 
he  provision  should  be  amended,  so  that  after  a 
•eraon  convicted  of  an  infamous  crime  Nid  been 
lardoned  by  the  cx'^cutive,  the  disqualification 
hould  be  removed.  There  might  be  cases 
vhcrc  it  would  be  the  duly  of  the  executive  to 
:xercise  the  pnro$atJve  o?  pardon.    An  inno- 


cent person  may  have  be«n  convicted,  and  proof 
of  his  innocence  may  have  subsequently  come 
to  light.  The  Governor  should  in  such  case  par- 
don iheoonvieted:  an  i  yet,  as  the  clause  stands, 
ho  may  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  voting. 

Mr.  SoLLERt  moved  to  amend  »aid  section  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof,  these  words,  **unle88 
such  person  shall  have  bt  on  pardomd  by  the  ex- 
ecutive." 

The  quc'^tion  was  then  tnkcn,  and 

The  amendment  was  :igreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption 
of  the  section,  as  amenc  eri, 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Cai  oline,  moved  further  to 
amenil  said  seetion  by  strikincj  out  in  the  second 
line,  these  v.ori!s,  ''the:  privdege  of  voting  at 
elections,  or  of." 

Ho,  (Mr  S.)  objected  to  the  amendment,  bo- 
cause  it  was  alicady  included  in  tho  repurt  on 
the  elective  franc}<i>L,  in  nearly  tlie  same  terms. 
U  cannot  produce  any  ifit'ct  even  if  we  in^^ert  it 
here.  How  nn  the  lC(;i:lature  prevent  the  peo- 
ple from  electing  any  porbon  they  may  think 
proper  to  reprcs-^nt  them.  All  Ihey  would  have* 
the  power  to  do,  v.ould  bi2  to  prevent  him  from 
beinc;  qualificfl. 

jVir.  CiiAMKERs,  of  Kent,  moved  to  amend  said 
section  by  sinking  out  ill  tho  second  and  third 
lin(8,  these  w(>r(U,  "bcir.g  elected  to  either  House 
or  of  ticing  eltctcd  or  appointed  to,"  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  *'hohlii)g.*' 

Mr.  C.  explained  to  tho  gentleman  from  Caro- 
line, (.Mr.  Stewart,)  that  the  report  of  tlie  com- 
mittee on  the  elective  franchise  was  an  absolute 
and  unconditional  constitutional  provision.  This 
left  the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  legisla- 
ture. It  would  be  bettir,  he  thought,  not  to  dis- 
turb the  language  of  the  ttection  in  this  partic- 
ular. 

Mr.  JoiiM  NEwroMKn  moved  to  strike  out  the 
section,  believing,  he  said,  that  the  provision  in 
the  report  on  the  elective  franchise  to  be  suffi- 
cient 

The  amendment  was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  asked  the  gcntle- 
nnan  from  Kent,  whether  if  this  amendment  were 
adopted,  it  Would  not  require  that  the  legislature 
should  pass  a  special  act  for  each  particular 
case? 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  replied  that  tho  legis- 
lature have  the  pf>vTer,  and  can  exercise  it  at 
iheir  discretion;  ar.d  the  legi-^lature  will  still 
have  the  power  whether  this  provision  shall  be 
in  the  Constitution  or  not. 

Mr  Srr.WART.  of  Caroline,  said  ho  was  oppos- 
ed to  the  proposition.  He  did  not  think  it  ri.Kht 
to  place  Jiny  restriction  on  the  pi-ople,  as  to  the 
person  they  should  elect  as  their  representative. 

Mr.  Wei.ms  said,  he  had  not  that  perfect  un- 
ders'andiiiu:  of  the  impDrt  of  the  section,  which 
he  wisht'il  to  haNc  before  he  gave  his  vote.  He 
was  now  asking  for  iiifoi  ination  of  those  who 
were  more  skille!  in  Ic?;:!!  matt^-rs.  what  was 
meant  by  I '/'tjn  Its  crimt.'  Now,  he  might  con- 
iidor  it  im'anr.us.  if  a  gentleman  w««.  \»'6>^\\.  v^ 
h is  face.  Kr\A'\^  Y\<i  vjcx^i  x^^Vww:V  ^^^iw^icv^ 
person  w\\o  comrnvWedL  \\v^  oMV»%^^^•^^•  ^aJisftiv. 
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ht  considered  as  iDfamous  in  him.  He  wanted 
iK>roething  more  definite  in  the  phraaeology,  such 
AS  perjury,  felony,  &c. 

Mr.  Chambim,  of  Kent,  said,  the  words  used 
-were  technical  words  in  common  law,  and  in  com- 
mon law  treatises;  and  to  strike  them  out  might 
invoWe  us  in  difficulty.  It  depended  on  the  pun- 
ishment affixed  by  law  to  a  crime. 

Mr.  Wbems  resumed.  He  was  opposed  to  too 
many  technicalities  in  the  Constitution.  The 
people  are  complaining  of  them.  Thes^  terms 
are  heyond  their  comprehension.  A  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people  are  not  in  a  situation  to  refer 
to  law  books.  Many  who  have  capacity  to  com- 
prehend, have  no  means  of  reference  to  books, 
and  cannot  understand  the  meaning  of  these 
terms.  As  far  as  it  could  possibly  be  done,  he 
would  winh  to  expunge  all  technicalities.  He 
did  not  like  to  oppose  any  thing  coming  from 
such  a  high  source  as  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
but  he  did  desire  to  see  the  organic  law  made  as 
comprehensible  to  the  masses  as  it  could  be. 
The  explanations  of  the  gentleman  were  not  sat- 
isfactory to  his  mind,  as  he  could  have  wished. 
Let  the  organic  law  be  so  plain,  that  he  who  runs 
may  boih  read  and  understand  it. 

Mr.  Presstm AN  thought  it  was  due  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  say,  that  the  construction  they  put  up- 
on the  phrase  "infamous  crime,'*  was  the  same 
as  that  which  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr. 
Chambers, )  had  indicated.  It  meant,  he  thought, 
most  unquestionably,  no  other  offence,  at  least, 
than  such  as  were  punishable  capitally  or  by  im- 
prisonment, in  the  penitentiary,  though  strictly 
speaking,  some  offences  punishable  under  certain 
acts  of  Assembly  might  not  be  deemed  infa- 
mous at  common  law.  There  could  not  be  any 
room  to  enlarge  the  catalogue  of  mfaiMus  crimes 
beyond  those  he  had  specified.  As  to  the  idea 
that  the  Constitution  can  be  free  from  technicali- 
ties it  is  wholly  out  of  the  question.  To  courts 
of  law,  any  other  than  technical  words  defining 
crime  would  be  mere  jargon.  There  is  scarcely 
a  man  in  Maryland,  outside  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion, who  in  cases  of  homicide,  knows  the  pre- 
cise distinction  between  murder  in  the  first  and 
second  degrees,  and  manslaughter.  Neither  So- 
lon, Lycurgus,  nor  any  of  the  greatest  lawgivers 
in  the  world,  ever  yet  found  a  mode  of  framing 
laws  so  simple  and  plain,  that  **a  wayfaring  man, 
though  a  fool,^*  might  understand  them.  Should 
any  man  succeed  in  that  effort,  he  would  enrich 
himself  beyond  the  cunnings  of  all  the  inventors 
of  patent  medicine.  To  discover  that  would  be 
to  discover  the  philosopher's  stone.  Lawyer's 
become  acquainted  with  these  terms  by  study  and 
practice — they  are  the  tools  of  their  trade,  and 
Dy  them  all  things  are  made  comparatively  easy. 
So  a  farmer  may  make  himself  perfectly  intelli- 
gible to  another  farmer  by  the  use  of  terms  and 
phrases  which  are  only  familiar  to  those  engaged 
m  agriculture.  It  is  so  in  all  other  pursuits  as 
well  as  in  the  science  of  the  law,  and  they  are  in- 
dispensable. 

Mr.  Wbems,  in  reply,  said  he  had  never  enter- 
iAioed  the  idea  that  the  Constitution  could  be 
nutde  80  umpl^  m  to  be  comorehenaible  to  «i  tooV. 
Hekn0w  tbat  oould  not  be  aQne,beci»M  we  ite 


told  that  if  you  bray  a  fool  in  a  mortar  with  a  pea- 
tie,  his  fooU&hneas  will  not  depart  from  him.  So 
that  whether  we  insert  techicalities  or  any  thing 
else,  the  fool  will  not  understand.  His  object 
was  to  make  the  Constitution  plain  to  men  of  or^ 
dinary  intellect;  he  was  not  making  war  against 
technicalities  which,  he  had  no  doubU  were 
found  useful.  The  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
was  a  lawyer,  and  was  familiar  with  these  ez- 

{»ressioos.    But  he,  (Mr.  W.,)  said  he  was  not  a 
awyer,  nor  were  a  majority  of  the  people  law- 
yers, but  he  did  not  object  to  the  desire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  to  retain  technicali- 
ties in  the  courts  of  law.    He,  (Mr.  W.,)  had  sl- 
ready  stated  his  inexperience  in  Constitution  ma- 
king.   He  had  not  even  ventured  to  suzgest  a 
single  article;  he  left  the  work  to  those  who  had 
more  practical  knowledge  of  the  business.    But 
when  articles  were  presented  to  him  for  his  opin- 
ion, then  he  was  required^  to  call  his  judgment 
into  action,  and  he  would  act  independently;  and 
when  he  felt  a  doubt,  he  would  seek  for  further 
information.    No  one  had  a  greater  respect  for 
the  profession  of  the  law  than  he  had.    Bat  U 
had  noticed  with  deep  regret,  that  when  apkm 
man,  as  he  was,  rose  to  say  any  thing  in  Ibii 
body,  the  lawyers  immediately  begin  to  putqaa- 
tions  to  him,  until  they  embarrass  him.    He, 
however,  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  seeking 
information  to  guide  him  right  in  hn  votes.    lis 
would  merely  say  in  conclusion  that  he  wooU 
like  some  other  words  in  this  case,  or  be  would 
like  to  hear  a  more  satisfactory  explanation  ssto 
the  extent  of  the  meaning  of  those  whieh  wen 
used. 

Mr.  SoLLERS  expressed  a  wish  that  the  eentk- 
man  from  Baltimore  would  show  him  where  it 
was  laid  down  that  a  man  must  have  been  in  the 
penitentiary  before  his  crime  could  be  called  in- 
famous? He  understood  him  to  say  that  wheth- 
er it  was  an  "infamous  crime**  or  not,  most  de- 
pend on  the  sentence  of  a  court.  It  must  be  very 
well  known  to  gentlemen  round  him,  thatcoorls 
do  not  always  decide  the  same  way.  He  beliet- 
ed  that  even  the  Court  of  Appeals  had  decided 
both  ways.  At  the  beginning  of  a  term,  he  hsd 
known  a  court  to  decide  one  way,  and  before  the 
end  of  the  term,  decided  the  other  way.  It  wu 
his  wish  to  put  a  restraint  on  the  courts,  so  fir  as 
this  matter  goes. 
Mr.  pRESSTMAN  cxprcsscd  his  regret  that  the 

?;entleman  from  Calvert,  (Mr.  Weems,)  would 
or  a  moment  suppose  that  he  had  not  heard  any 
views  or  suggestion  be  might  make,  or  any  other 
member,  with  the  most  entire  respect  and  cour- 
tesy.   Indeed,  be  would  take  occasion  to  say,  ss 
tliat  gentleman  had  disclaimed  any  unkind  impu- 
tation, that  he  entertained  for  him    the  higneiC 
respect,  as  well  for  his   intelligence  as  his  strict 
integrity.     And  he  must  have  been    underrtood 
in  a  way  far  different  from  that    he  intended,  if 
any  gentleman  thought  that  by  the  denial  of  legsl 
and  technical  knowledge  to  many  of  those  aroupd 
him,  sufficient  to  frame  a  Constitution  in  sH  M 
parts,  he  would  wish  to  arrogate  any  superiority 
to  the   profession  of   which  he  was  an  hufflb|e 
m^mb^i .    Amou^  the  most  esteemed  and  vsluw 
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tUT  weigbtj  mtlten  b«  h«d  otlui  to 
tatlemen  doI  bred  lo  the  \kw. 
[ent  men  he  never  had  >nj  fear  of 
truth;  it  li  oolj  the  ignorant  who 
nov  evcrj-  thing.  Lawjen  bow 
ice  to  Ihc  superior  attainiDanli  of 
harederoted  their liTei  to*  putieu- 


stltuts  thawatd,.AlM]r,  forUia  phTMS,  l^tanMii 

The   smandmentwu  not  now  in  order. 
The  que*tloD  wm  Iben   sUti^d   to  be   on  the 
mrndnent  of  Mr.  CHtHBiii,  of  Kent,  and  btr- 


hii  amend  menl, 
[ui  nboTe  indicated.) 
A  blief  legal  ditcusilon,  technical  and  cotlo- 

quill  in  it!  character,  here  took  place  ;  in  which 
It  Haa  contended,  bj  Mr.  CoHiTULa,  that  if  the 
ic.fDmj  of  an  offunce  wm  decided  hj  the  f»ct  of 
I'ljiifmement  in  the  peniteD'UBr;.  uniler  the  fifth 
aril' iidment  to  the  Federal  ConstituiioD,  the  of- 
|riir»  or  BMaull  and  bailer*  ii  infamouj,  becauas 
It  i.~  preKDUble  in  the  Uoited  Statei  courts  bj  • 
Gr^ud  Juij,  and  pUDuhable  bj  conGnemenl  in 
the  iieriiUDtiarj.  He  alio  eUted,  that  in  Har- 
foiti  eouptj,  a  man  who  biid  beeo  convicted  of 
in  infamou*  crime  twenty  jean  before,  and  bad 
fieivcd  out  hii  impriioDmea't,  was  rejected  aa  an 
incompetent  witneu. 

Mr.  CHtuBUf  dltaented  from  this  Ttew,  that 
Qit^aiUt  and  hatierr,  and  miiuleme«aor,  could  be 
clashed  among  inlamouicriiaen. 

Mi.  Pheiitnah  iniiiled   lliet  the  gentleman 

k'hat  u,  and  what  11  not  an    1-^.^^^^  ^^jj     ,j^^_   Con»lab.le,)   had  raised  this 

ule  of  court,  to  be  decided  |     „..iio„  „  ^^  argument,  whiich  did  not  expreas 

,™,-.      B...  ,r .,  ...  k.„— r.  I  ^^^  ^^^j  i^ntimenta,  and  coolended  that  the  tenn 

j>. famous  crime,"  exisu  in  the  lav  booki  with 

1  technical  meaning,   ioclucling  treason,  felooy 

aiiij  all  ofieace*  which  come  witbin  the  "crinuM 

ruJti"  of  the  Roman  law.     To  avoid  uncerlaintT, 

itii:  committee  hid  deaigniited  aome  offences  by 

nnme,  aod  then  added  the  word  "  infamous  "  to 

eu\ sr  the  leil.     Becaute  Ibe  courts  mij  commit 

err.'rs,  was  not  a  sufficient   reason  for  cbangii^ 

tlip  laDguage  of  the  books. 

The  question  then  recurntd  and  was  takeo  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cohi  iailb. 
The  amendment  was  igre«d  to. 
The  question  then  recurr  sd  on  the  amendment 
of  [Vir.  8T«wAaT,  of  Caiolin  e. 

Mr.CHiMiaas  said,  the  gentleman  from  Cal- 
Tcrl,  (Mr.  Wacms,)  had  r  isbed  what  was  lo  be 
iiTideratood  bjr  the  words  "i  ni'amoiti  crime,"  and 
had  remarked  that  to  spit  io  tbe  face  of  a  gentle- 
iiiaa  would  be  an  "inramom  crime." 

Mr.  WiBMs  explained.  He  did  not  saj  it 
ivoild  be.  He  put  the  rrialter  hypoiheticallj. 
He  repeated  what  he  had   betor*  said. 

Ddr.  CuAMBiai  said.  It  it  it  be  so.  He  then 
ivcdI  into  a  technical  arg*  iment  lo  show  that  tbe 
liTin  was  known  to  comn*  lOD  law  and  to  lawjers. 
It  was  verj  desirable  t  a  use  de&oite  language, 
and  when  words  had  acq  uired  a  known  meaning, 
tJK'  more  technical  the  better.  Nothing  ptodu> 
cecj  more  confusion  than  the  use  of  words  of  vsii- 
oiissignificatiotH.  Heimitanced  the  word  "clever," 
which  iudiffeient  loca' jon*  indicated  verj  differ^ 
put  qualities,  such  as  iolelligcnee  in  one  pUce, 
lionestyin  another,  aod  fine  social  habits  ina 
third.  He  denied  I  nat  assault  and  batlerj  was 
at  common  law  reg  arded  as  amongst  "iDtamouB 
crimes,"  nor  was  it  go  classed  by  tlie  fifth  sectioQ 
of  the  amBPdmen'is  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
L'uited  Stales,  ai  oad  bMD  said  bj  the  geDtlemaa 


ht  a  law  or  fmioe  a  Constitution 
lespecis  peculiarly  appropriate  to 
lUgh  to  pass  u^n  its  eipediency  or 
tbe  wants  of  the  people  required 
ion  sense,  which  belonged  to  no  class 

«d  what  he  had  said,  of  the  certain 
'the  term,  infamous  crime,  he  had 
where  witnesses  was  objected  to  as 
:  to  testify,  hating  committed  ao  in- 
He;  the  courts  and  lawyers  readily 
the  term.  The  party  in  order  to  tcs- 
■TC  purECdfaimaelfor  the  offence  by 
ad  out  the  punishment  allotted, 

evidence  of  pardon. 

BBJ  said,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  th» 

of  Hie  gentleman  from  Baltimore. 

tbeo,  that  the  courts  had  to  deter- 


tm  of  the  court.  But  ir  it  so  happen 
irt  disagree,  who  i>  to  decide'  Take  I 
•  duel;  it  is  an  assault  with  intent  to 
tough  no  one  is  hurt,  yet  the  accused 
Ticled  of  an  infamous  crime  and  must 
lally  And  yet,  would  any  man  pre- 
that  such  a  person  ought  to  be  K- 
sfamous.'  According  to  ihedefinitioii 
leroan  from  Baltimore,  however,  lie 
eld  so  by  the  decision  of  Ihe  court. 
'BTaat.1  objected  to  the  phrase  ittfii- 
t,  because  its  meaning  wis  uncertain, 
night  be  a  want  of  uniformity  in  lis 
,  arising  from  a  diversity  of  opinion 
rt,  which  would  operate  injustice, 
thought  it  objectionable  as  lovesting 
ure  with  an  indebnite  power  to  ex- 
I  disabilities.  Whatever  might  havg 
crinui  known  asii^omciu  at  commnn 
le  believed  there  were  none  below  the 
slony,  it  was  obvious  that  they  might 
led  iodeSnitelv  by  statute.  Thus  fvr- 
ti  was  not  a/elonii  at  common  law,  and 
;  embraced  ia  the  class  of  offences  | 
lenounced  as  infittaem  had  been  madit ' 
>f  parliament 

ims  manner,  assault  and  battery  and 
ial  miidinuanon,  may  be  made  infa- 
T,  and  those  who  commit  them  be  sub- 
he  harsh  disabilities  imposed  by  thi^i 
This  phrase  then,  was  liable  to  be  cx- 
h  by  Ugiilatioa  and  conilnurtion,  and  il 
e  lallei;  the  same  crime  when  commiL- 
areol  persons  might  not  always  be  vislt- 
■ete  disabilities.  In  order  to  obriaiG 
,lon,  though  not  thai  resuhinK  from  leg- 
ttenaions,  which  could  only  be  avoideil 
Be  enumeration  of  the  offences  intended 
MsediMbililiei,  be  would  move  to  sub- 
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from  Cecil,  (Mr.  Constable.)  That  section  did 
not  mention  the  crime  of  assault  and  battery  at 
all,  and  the  idea,  that  because  an  indictment  was 
necessary  in  the  case  of  an  "infamous  crime." 
and  also  in  •'assault  and  battery/'  therefore  as- 
sault and  battery  was  on  infamous  crime,  was 
quite  untenable.  That  fifih  section  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  question.  That  gentleman  had 
also  spoken  without  his  usual  consideration  when 
he  said  "forgery"  was  not  a  crime  at  common 
law.  He  read  from  Bluckstone's  commentaries 
to  show  what  was  intiMided  by  ^'infamous  crimes," 
and  also  to  prove  tha.t  forgery  was  a  common  law 
offence. 

Mr.  Constable  reiterated  what  he  had  before 
said  in  reference  to  the  subjucl. 

Mr.  McHekry  hoped  that  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted.  The  language  of  the  Consti- 
tutution  should  be  such  aa  will  be  intelligible  to 
all,  not  merely  to  tht;  legal  profession,  who  could 
not  at  all  times  comjprehend  it;  for  we  have  had 
to-day  some  proof  of  the  glorious  uncerlninty  of 
the  law.  He  hoped,  tlierefore,  that  tho  terms 
adopted,  would  be  ii.itelligible  to  those  who  usu- 
ally constituted  our  Legislatures.  There  was,  in 
the  good  old  times  o  f  merry  England,  a  Parlia- 
ment which  ol)tain<;d  the  name  of  the  Blessed 
Parliament,  and  this  was  beciuse  not  a  single 
lawyer  had  a  seat  in  it.  It  was,  by  no  means, 
impossible  that  we  should  one  day  see  in  this 
State  a  Blessed  Legislature. 

Mr.  Presstma!^.  (interrupting,)  said.  The 
gentleman  could  find  no  man  in  the  State,  out  of 
the  profes'jion,  whc»  could  define  felony. 

Mr.  McHen'ry  replied  that  he  had  only  meant 
to  show  that  there  vrere  great  discrepancies  of 
opinion  among  the  hawyers,  as  to  the  words  first 
used.  Probably  there  would  be  difficulty  in  get- 
ting at  a  correct  a  ud  precise  definition  of  any 
word.  » 

Mr.  PiiELPS  said  that  this  same  provision  v.as 
in  the  report  (in  the  Elective  Franchise.  In  tl^it 
report  the  provi^io^  wont  no  furtlier  than  to  place 
the  power  in  the  h  ands  of  the  Lejrislature.  It 
was  £0  iri  tijut  report,  and  he  thought  the  Legis- 
lature should  have  t.he  same  pov/cr  here. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  said  it  was  gene- 
rally unndcrslood  tijat  the  commit  tees  appointed 
early  in  ihe  session,  would  report  on  the  subjects 
referred  to  their  charge,  'j'iiey  liad  various  du- 
ties assigned  to  then  \ ;  and  tho  duty  assigned  to 
one  committee  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  run 
into  the  duty  of  anotlier.  Thib  clause  had  been 
inserted  in  the  report  on  the  Elective  Francliise; 
and,  if  gentlemen  would  turn  tot!.al  rifpoit,  they 
would  find  an  amend  \nent  which,  iiichukd  ail 
which  he  had  moved  to  striue  out.  It  U  siinihr  ; 
and  the  advantag.^  of  T  uviiig  all  the  laws  on  oi  e 
subject  inclufJed  in  one  bill,  UiUt  be  appjienl  lo 
all.  No  man  lookini:  for  Die  pro\isiiui  ru.ain.sL 
bribery  W('uhl  think  of  tuiiiini;  to  the  le  .i-^ali'.e 
report  to  find  it.  If  it  rehit'.'i  to  the  subject  of 
voting  at  elections,  he  wo'Vid  naturally  lurn  to 
the  report  on  the  EI».'Cliv(3  >'ranchise  ;  and,  if  he 
could  not  find  it  there,  he  vyould  probably  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  tin. re  was  no  provi^sion  in 
the  Constitution  co:;ccrning  it. 

Mr.  Phelps  said  that  tlie  rgcort  of  the  com- 


mittee on  the  ElectiTe  Franchise  had  not  beet 

finally  disposed   of,   but  had  only    been    pon< 
through  with  in  committee  of  tlie  whole.     There 
had  been,  as  yet,  no  action  on  it  on  the  part  oi 
the   House  on   the   E  ective   Franchise   report. 
Nothing  had  been  decided  in  reference  to  it.    It 
depends  on  the  action  of  the  House   whether  it 
shall  be^  part  of  the  fundamental  law  or  not  It' 
the  clause  of  disfranchisement  should  not  remaio 
in  the  report  on  the  Kleclive  Franchise,  it  ougfcl 
to  be  in  this.     If  it  should  be  determined  to  insert 
the  I'latise  of  disfranchisement,   the   Legislature 
need  not  to  pass  any  law  on  the  subject,  because 
it  will    be   contained   in   the  Constitution.    He 
hoped  the  section  would  remain  as  it  is. 

The  question  then  again  recurred,  and  was  ta- 
ken on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Car- 
oline, and  by  ayes  25,  noes  27, 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  section  as  amend- 
ed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  cix 

Said  section  was  amended  by  inserting  aftw 
tlio  woiXi  '*  person  '*  in  the  fourth  line,  these 
words,  *'  who  may  hereafter  be."  » 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  section,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

Mr  Mc Henry  gave  notice  that  on  lo-mwTOf 
he  should  move  to  reconsider  the  21st  sectioo  of 
the  report. 

And  the  Convention  adjourned  until  to^monoY 
at  ten  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  February  28, 1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 
Prayer  was    made  by    the   Kev.   Mr.  Gr:?- 


FITII. 

The  roll  was  called,  and 


The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

THE    COMPROMISE. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention tbi- 
following  communication  from  His  EicelJe^i') 
the  Governor  of  Alabama: 

KxF.cunvE  Chamber,       i! 
Monfgomcrity  dla.^  Fib.  18,  iSol-  5 

Hon.  J.  G.  Chapman: 

fc'iK:  I  have  tin;  iiouor  to  acknowledge  tie  rf 
ceipt  of  }onrs  of  the  twelfth  of   Dtcembrr,  v»:-'; 
the  accompanying'  "Report  of  the  comm  il-"^  •' 
the  JIar;.  laii.l  lleJorm  Convention,    (»n  ti:e  i^!^ 
nets  of  Con.i;rc.ss.  rormin;T  the  romprorni^^.^' 
Mytyiaudhas  spi-kcn  frankly   and  patrioucj'.^ 
I  .>ineereiy  iiope  her  voice  may  receive  a  bnu 
nious  response  from  the   North,  the  East  and  i-''' 
West — the  Soutli  will   be  true  to   the  L'nio" -*^^ 
long  as  the  *'sacred  charier  of  our  rights"  is  ^^^ 
peettd  and  honored,  and  the  general  goTcm''^'^^* 
manifehts  a  willingne&s  and  ability,  "to  eflf'^''^'' 
the  laws  made  for  our  protection." 


i« 


c 


k 


I  ban  tba  bcnor  to  b»,  with  gmt  n*pMt, 
jour  obadkat  nnut, 

H.   W.  COLLIK*. 

WbkhwurMd. 


"n*  PsBimirr  ■!■>  laid  Mara  the  Coannlioii 
(be  following  communication  rmn  Hii  Excel- 
Inej,  the  OoTernor  of  Alabama: 

iUicnriTB  CaAKiia,         ) 
MKHgemtri,  jUa.,  FA.  6,  1851.    ( 

HmI.  J.  G.  CNAfMlHl 

8ik:  Dnrioc  mj  abience  fiom  the  Beat  of 
OoTeroment,  jour  letter  of  the  tweDtj-Bflb  of 
HOTenbef,  wai  laid  upon  my  table,  Initead  of 
beinc  tent  to  DiT  reiideiice,  Tuicalooaa,  ai  mj 
Seerctarj  ihould  hare  donei  and  coiuequenttT, 
did  not  maet  mj  eje  until  within  the  lul  week. 
I  now  anawar  it  h  ■  nare  apology  for  my  aeam- 

C>ur  edjcalional  ijitsm  may  be  leeD  by  a  re- 
fiMvnca  to  tbe  law*  of  Alabama,   which  are  de- 

Kled  in  the  departmentot  State,  of  Uie  MTerti 
ea.  Wo  bale  a  Unitenilj  endowed  with 
PSOJOOO,  eix  per  caul.  Stale  itock,  a  aiaali  an- 
ual  revenue  from  renti,  lu. 

We  have  a  aiiteeulh  section  acbool  fiind, 
■DMwitbv to  arare  than  91,0W,0l»,invMied  in 
lix  per  eenl.  State  luwb.  Tbia  fund  being  in 
eonraoo.  but  to  the  townihipa  in  proportion  to 
the  aum,  at  which  their  reipeclive  aizleentb  lec- 
tioo  lold,  it  doing  bnl  little  good,  eapecially  in  the 
poor  diilricls  where  it  i>  moat  needed. 

In  Mobile  and  [he  larger  lowoi,  the  common 
whool  ayilem  of  education,  if  properly  ntaoaged 
wcceeda  Tcry  well,  but  in  the  eparaely  populated 
partaofthe  State,  it  hat  not  bitberto  pnniaed 
ran  baDeficial  reiulU. 

Tbe  land*  giren  ua  by  Congraaa,  for  the  eatab- 
Ihhiawit  of  a  "Seminary  of  Learning,''  baTe  not 
rUded  ene-balfthe  turn  at  which  they  could 
kave  been  «old,  owing  to  the  unwiie  and  extra - 
ifdinuy  iegi«lalion  in  respect  to  them.  But  tbe 
land  is  now  wall  Mcured.  The  Mme  remark  | 
irill  apply  to  many  of  tho  liiteenih  tectiona.  i 

I  am  aure  this  mfurmatron  will  be  worth  noth-  , 

2  to  the  ConTentiQD,.evcDiri(hBd  not  adjourn-  , 
Even    as  a  matter  of  bistory,  it  ii  liardly  i 
vortb  reading.  i 

Wilb  great  leapaot,  t  ha*e_Ihe   honor   to  be, 


Mr.  Doaiai  Mid,  Ihii  i 
It,  and  ha  nored  tha  rel 
a  leleat  committee,  to  ba  eompoeed  < 


Oidatad  acoordin^y. 


The  pBBiiDUir  aba  laid  bafbra  the  CoOfea. 
I  tioD  a  report  from  tbe  olerk  of  tbe  I^ry  eoort 
of  Kent  county,  in  relation  to  the  (be*  allowed 
<  the  Attorney   General  and  hit  Depntha  by  (aid 

Whldiwaa  read,  and 

Referred  to  the  committee  appointad  on  the 
Attorney  General  and   bia  Depulica. 

Mr.  JacoM  eipreaied  a  detirv  to  ehanga  bia 
rote  on  the  aecond  branch  of  tb*  labiutnla 
amendment,  which  be  bad  yetteiday  oArad. 

Tbe  PHdiDtHT  taid,  that  the  raault  wodd  not 
be  changed  by  tbe  ehaiye  of  tbe  gantlaman't 
YOtai  but  that  the  ooanLmous  eonaeat  of  the 
Conventioo  would  be  required  to  enable  tba  gen- 
tleman  to  make  the  change. 

No  objeotion  bat ing.baeo  made , 

Tba  tola  of  Mr.  Juoai  wai  ebangad  on  (ba 
aaid  propoaitiou,    from    (ba    affirmaUTa  to  ibe 

THE  LiaruaTiTi  tttrxtrHKrt. 

Mr.  DoaaiT,  who  bad  bean  abaent  train  hi* 
aeatyeiterday,  for  a  conilderable  poriloD  of  the 
day,  ID  coDeequeoee  of  iodiipoaition,  espraaaed 
a  desire  to  more  certain  amaodoieota  to  lectioni 
twenty-aeieo,  thirty,  Ihirty-oae  and  thirty-tt 
of  the  report  of  ilie  legietatiTe  departeMmt,  w 
bad  been  n 
i  raeonaloe 


Jroeeadmc  I 
nent*,  woe 


)  explain  the  cbarae- 


Wbich  wu  read,  and 


H.  W.  Cotxiia. 


The  PaBeiBSirT  alM  laid  before  tbe  Conren- 
ioiiapetitian  from  aundry  ciliiena  of  Waihine- 
oo  coooly,  praying  that  proTJilon  may  ha  made 
Btfaa  new  Conatitulion,  that  Ibe  priTifeceto  lell 
■loxieating  liquor  ahall  not  be  granted  to  any 
■eiaon  in  any  part  of  tbe  State,  except  tbe  tame 
hallSfatbaianctioDed  orapproTedof  by 


ority  of  the  TOtei  i 
ana  i*  to  ba  aold. 
Whickwaaraad. 
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the   diatrict  wbaie   tbe 


ralely— that  tbe  ConTealiou  might  the  bettar  un- 
dentand  theiereral  propoiitioniof  the  gentle- 
man from  Anne  Aruiider,  (Mr.  Dortey.) 

Mr.  Dorset,  accepting  the  luggeation,  moved 
a  recoDslde ration  of  the  Tote,  by  which  the  twan- 
ly-ieienth  section  of  the  report  had  bean  adopt- 
ed. 

The  Toie  wu  reoouaidered. 

Mr.  DoaasT  then  moTed  to  amend  the  sail 
MClion  by  itriking  out  in  tbe  lacond  Ihie,  the 
ooids  ■'breach  of  the  peace,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  "otber  criminal  offence." 

Mr.  D.  said,  it  teeraid  to  him  to  be  proper 
that,  if  mcmbera  of  the  legislature  vera  to  be 
subjected  to  arteat  for  treason  or  felony,  they 
fiugnt  alw  to  be  subjected  In  ariaat  for  receiiing 
■.tolen  goods,  knowing  Ihem  to  be  ttolea,  and  for 
utber  oflencea. 

Mr.  TuoMA*  (uneited  that  the  objeot  of  the 
gentleman  would  M  accompliabad  by  (trikiag 
out  the  word*  "breach  of  the  peace,'"  and  in- 
sening  tbe  mud*  "or  other  criminal  oAeneai.'' 

Mr.  Doasai  aocepled  the  madifieatlon. 

The  amendment  wai  aoraaiLta. 

And  (lie  aactitiii,  u  ^utnjiinL,'«i«a^)tK\^M^- 
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Mr.  DoBSBT  then  mo?ed  t  reeonsiderttion  of 
the  Tote,  by  which  the  thirtieth  soctioii  had  been 
adopted. 

Tae  Tole  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  DoasBT  moved  te  amend  the  said  section 
hy  striking  out  in  the  second  line  the  word  * 'dis- 
trict," and  inserting  *'citY,"  and  in  the  first  line 
after  the  word  **disqualincatioD,**  inserting  "re- 
signation," and  in  the  fourth  line  by  inserting 
the  word  **such,*'  between  the  words  "more," 
and  ^'qualified." 

Mr.  Brown  suggested  to  Mr.  DoasiT  to  in- 
sert **city"  instead  of  '^district,"  in  the  second 
line. 
Mr.  Dorset  accepted  the  suggestion. 
And  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Dorset  then  mored  further  to  amend  said 
section  by  striking  out  fron^  the  word  **i8sued," 
in  the  fifth  line,  to  the  end  of  said  section,  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

"By  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates  or 
President  of  the  Senate,  as  the  case  may  be,  for 
the  election  of  another  person  in  his  place,  and 
in  case  of  such  resignation  or  refusal  to  act,  be- 
ing communicated  in  writing  to  the  Governor, 
by  the  person  making  it,  or  such  death  occur  du- 
ring the  legislative  recess,  and  more  than  ten 
days  before  its  termination,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Governor,  to  issue  a  warrant  of  election  to 
supply  the  vacancy  thus  created  in  the  same 
manner  that  the  said  Speaker  or  President  might 
have  done  during  the  session  of  the  legislature, 
of  which  election  not  less  than  ten  days  notice 
shall  be  eiven,  exclusive  of  the  day  of  the  publi- 
cation of  the  notice,  and  of  the  day  of  election; 
provided,  howeverr  that  unless  a  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly  may  intervene,  the  election 
thus  ordered  to  fill  such  vacancy  shall  be  held 
on  the  day  of  the  ensuing  election  for  delegates 
and  senators." 

Mr.  D.  said,  his  object  was  to  give  to  the 
Governor  the  power  of  ordering  elections,  when 
the  parties  elected,  died,  or  resifoed.  But  in 
the  other  cases — such  as  disqualifications,  re- 
movals, &c, — it  seemed  to  him  that  the  legisla- 
ture was  the  proper  branch  to  decide  upon  such 
cases. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
And  the  section,-  as  thus  amended,  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Dorset  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  thirty-first  section  of  the  re- 
port had  been  adopted. 
The  vote  was  reconsidered. 
Mr.  Dorset  moved  to  amend  the  said  section 
by  striking  out  the  words  **the  general,"  and  in- 
serting the  words  *Hheir  elections." 

Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  made  this  motion  in  ac- 
cordance with  what  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
House  in  some  of  the  precedieg  articles  of  the  re- 
port. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  question  recurring  on  tbe  section  as  amend- 
ed; 

Mr.  Jomr  Newcomer  expressed  his  desire  to 
offer  a  substitute  for  the  section. 
Whilst  Mr,  N.  was  preparing  the  substitute, 
Tbeaection  was  informally  paned  over. 


Mr.  DoRiiT  now  moved  to  reoonsider  tbe  vote 
by  ^hich  the  thirty-third  ■eetkni  of  the  repcrt 
had  been  adopted. 

Mr.  D.  explained  that  be  made  this  motios 
with  a  view  so  to  amend  it,  as  to  make  more  d^ 
finite  the  crimes  for  which  persons  should  be  a- 
eluded  from  voting,  or  holding  office.  Ice.;  and 
also  that  the  Convention  should  itself  exereiM 
powers  which  were  appropriately^tbeir  ovo,iih 
stead  of  leaving  their  exercise  to  the  Legbii- 
ture. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  ^^ 
consider,  and  by  yeas  39,  noes  36, 

The  Conventk>n  refused  to  re-oonaider  tfai 
vote. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dorset  was  notci- 
tertained. 

MOTIONS  TO  RB-C0M8IDEa. 

Mr.  Morgan,  in  pursuance  of  the  motioBbi 
had  yesterday  given,  moved  to  amend  tbe  tweotj- 
second  rule  by  inserting  after  tlie  word  **re-eflB- 
sidered,"  in  the  fourth  line,  tbe  words  *'ootte 
same  day." 

Mr.  M.  stated  that,  after  reflection,  be  had  4t- 
cided  to  offer  the  amendment  in  tbe  form  io  vbick 
he  now  presented  it,  instead  of  that  which  be 
had  yesterday  indicated. 

After  some  explanations  between  Messiii  Moa- 
OAN  and  BaowN, 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  anwnilii*«^ 
was  agreed  to. 

So  the  rule  was  amended  accordingly. 

the  legislative  department. 

The  Convention  then  passed  to  the  ordeis  of 
the  day,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  Legislative  Depsit* 
ment  of  the  Government. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  oonsideratioB  of 
the  thirty-first  section  (which  had  been  iafom- 
allv  laid  over.) 

Mr.  John  Newcomer,  pursuant  to  the  notiee 
he  had  given,  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  ssii 
section  and  insert  the  following : 

"The  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  reeeiis 
three  dollars  per  diem,  as  a  compensatkm  for 
their  services,  and  the  sum  of  one  dolter  for 
every  ten  miles  they  shall  travel,  once  goingts 
and  once  returning  from  their  place  of  meefios, 
on  the  most  usual  route.  No  book  or  other 
printed  matter  not  appertaining  to  the  busiDai 
of  the  session  shall  be  Subscribed  for,  for  tbe  vs 
of  the  members  or  be  distributed  among  theo." 

Mr.  Mitchell  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion— which  was  ordered. 
And  the  question  was  first  on  striking  out 

Mr.  John  Newcomer  asked  the  yeas  and  oaji, 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  n 
follows : 

•^J^aliee— Messrs.  Mitchell,  Bell,  Sapyinr 
ton,  Stephenson,  Nelson,  Thawley,  Hardcastie, 
Fiery,  Neill,  f  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Mi- 
chael Newcomer,  Slicer  and  Parke — 14. 

Negative — Messrs.  Chapman,  Presl.,  Morgan, 
Blakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee,ChaD- 
\keia  Qt  K«iiV,  Douaklson,  Doney,  Wells,  Sell- 
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Bond,  Jenifer,  BuehtnaD,  Welch,  | 
ply,  Lloyd,  Cokton,  James  U. 
Id,  Phelpe,  Chambers  of  Cecil, 
le,  Grason,  Wright,  McMaster, 
Jacobs,  Thomas,  Shriver,  GaiUf 
enrj,  Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore 
I  of  E(altimore  city,  Preaatmmo, 
,  Brewer,  Waters,  Weber,  HoUy- 
c.  Shower,  and  Brown— 51. 

ntion  refused  to  strike  oat  the  seo- 

riON  moved  to  amend  the  said  see* 
at  the  end  thereof,  the  words  **at 
the  Sute.'* 

R8,  of  Kent,  had  no  objection  to 
t,  he  said,  but  suggestCMd  that  the 
I  to  be  effected,  and  which  he 
fected,  would  be  accompliibed  by 
I  it  now  stood  in  the  section. 
ffsoK  submitting,  he  said,  to  the 
at  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
k,)  withdrew  his  amendment. 
IAN  moved  to  amend  the  said  sec- 
ng  after  the  word  "law,"  where 
second  line,  the  following  : 

each  county  of  the  State  and  the 
re,  shall  defray  the  per  diem  and 
membersof  the  General  Assembly 
d  county  or  city,  in  a  manner  to 
law. 

lent  was  rejected. 

nation  followed,  on  a  sunestion 
HAMBERs,  of  Kent,  as  to  the  con- 
section  as  it  read  with  the  words 
stricken  out  under  the  motion  of 

moved  a  re-consideration  of  the 
he  amendment,  and 

being  on  agreeing  thereto; 

suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
,  [Mr.  Dorsey,]  to  insert,  in  lieu  of 
»ral,''  in  the  fourth  line,  the  words 
md  Delegates." 

accepted  the  suggestion, 
bad  been  taken  on  the  amendment, 

r  moved  to  amend  the  said  31st  sec- 
l  out  the  first  four  lines  in  said  sec- 
rd  **thereor*  inclusive,  and  insert- 
eof  the  following : 
ors  and  Delegates  shall  receive  a 
bur  dollars,  and  such  mileage  as 
1  by  law." 

w  expressed  his  conviction  that 
l^e  would  result,  if  the  per  diem  of 
)f  the  Legislature  should  be  fixed 
lal  provision.  It  was  a  perpetual 
ste  in  the  Legislature,  and  much 
was  consumed  by  it.  For  his  own 
Iways  found  that  those  gentlemen 
most  loud  and  earnest  in  favor  of 
of  the  pay,  were  as  dad  to  receive 
)rs.  [Laughter.]  Four  dollars  a 
small  compensation;  and  if  it  was 
M,  members  would  either  have  to 
>li8  without  paying  their  bills,  or 
private  reaources. 


The  Prbsidmt  ttatad  that  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's  (Mr.  Graaoii,) 
was  not  now  in  order,  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey,)- being 
before  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Dorset  waived  bis  amendment  for  the 
present,  to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Queen 
Anne^  to  offer  his. 

So  the  question  was  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Geason. 

On  a  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  JobmNewcombr, 
in  relation  to  mileage, 

Mr.  Geason  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
make  it  read  '*  and  the  mileage  now  allowed  by 
law." 

Mr.  Baoww  suggested  tfiat  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  the  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  Le 
gislature,  to  act  as  the  facilities  and  ohangea  ik 
the  mode  of  travel  might  render  proper. 

Mr.  Geasom  acain  modified  his  amendment 
in  accordance  with  this  suggestion. 

The  question  was  then  taken. 

And  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GaASov  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
3l8t  section,  by  inserting  in  the  fifth  line,  after 
the  words  **  shall  be,"  the  words  "  purchased 
or.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  (question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  section  as  amended. 

Mr.  Haebive  moved  to  reoonskier  the  vote  of 
the  Convention  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Geason,  and  just  adopted,  for  the  purpose  of  of* 
fering  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  the  words  **  such  mileage  as  may 
be  allowed^^  law,"  and  insert  in  lieu  Uiereof 
**  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  every  ten  miles  they 
shall  travel  in  going  to,  and  once  retuming 
from,  their  place  of  meeting,  on  the  moat  usual 
route." 

Mr.  H.,  in  explanation,  said,  that  this  was  the 
language  adopted  in  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  of  a  number  of  the  Western 
States,  that  had  recently  formed  new  Constitu- 
tions. The  same  reason  which  applied  to  fiiJng 
the  per  diem,  applied  also  to  the  mileage. 

Mr.  Blakistonb  said  he  should  Tote  against 
the  proDosition.  Tfie  gentleman  from  Washing)- 
ton,  (Mr.  Haibine,)  who  had  introduced  it,  was 
one  of  the  favored  few.  That  gentleman  had  a 
rail  road  to  travel  on.  Other  gratlemen  had 
steamboat  communication.  But  in  his,  (Mr. 
B.y)  section  there  was  neither  rail  road  nor 
steamboat,  and  they  had  to  avail  themselves  of 
any  means  they  could,  to  get  here— omnibusses 
—wagons— go-carts,  or  any  thing  else.  And  the 
amendment  would  operate  very  unjustly  upon 
them. 

Mr.  JoHW  DBmni  had  voted,  he  said,  against 
this,  because  he  thought  that  the  language  of  the 
section,  as  it  stood,  was  most  appropriate.  He 
alluded  to  the  fluctuations  which  might  take 
place  in  the  value  of  mone][,  so  that  the  sum  of 
four  dollars  a  day,  which  might  be  enough  at  one 
time,  might  not  be  so  at  another ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  whole  subject  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
I  rapresentatlTes  of  the  ^^^lt»    Ka  V^  \\)id  vx^Ka 


taej  or  Imuflkileiity  of  tb*  conpnuiUoit,  ba  bad 
not  k  wotd  nf.  It  wm  ■□  elBctkmMriDK  bob- 
br  fct  bom*,  ftod  irtbe  eolibre  orinj  mwi  wu  to 
■fifbl  Ibot  bs  could  not  itiod  m  ahot  od  tbb  mat- 
tor,  b«  ought  to  May  at  bomo. 

Mr.  Gauox  ai^ed  tbit  it  wodM  be  Impeui- 
blo  for  the  Lei^ilatare  to  modtTy  the  per  dinn  of 
BIMiban  according  lo  the  rtinoui  fluctuatloDi  in 
tbefalDB  of  itockior  in  the  lappoaed  Talueofmo- 
Doy.  Hb  declared,  Ibat  his  only  object  in  the 
unendment,  WHS  to  take  away  the  opportunlly  and 
•XDOiB  for  popular  bdnnguea  upon  the  subject  of 
laTiDS  tbe  pBople*)  moneT  by  rMacing  the  tny  of 
their  repreaentaliTU.  Ha  knew  lomething  of 
the  people  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland ;  itid  whilst 
they  were  opponed  to  the  expeodllure  of  money 
for  melesi  or  cxtiaTacant  nirpoies,  yet  Ibey 
were  willing  to  pay  ■  full  and  lufficient  eompen- 
MtloD  to  their  public  mttuiIi.  In  the  city  of 
Annapotii,  It  wat  impoitible  for  a  man  to  lire 
llko  ■  ceDtlemap  for  less  than  Ihi  ee  or  Tour  dol- 
Ian  a  day.  He  was  in  faioc  of  flsing  tbe  nini  at 
font  dollan  a  day,  that  bein|  the  usual  compensa- 
tion; that  amount,  he  believed,  was  tatiitactor; 
to  the  people.  But,  ha  repealed,  hii  main  object 
was  to  got  rid  ofthe  debates. 

Mr.  BccHiHAH  said  that  he  always  listened 
with  pleasure  to  the  remarks  of  the  f^ntleman 
fhnQaeeD  Anne's,  (Mr.  Oraion,)  tod  never 
ftiled  to  derive  instruction  whenever  that  gcutle- 
BMD  addrewed  the  Convention.  He.  (Mr.  B.,> 
WMeonvd  entirely  with  him,  that  the  per  iitm 
ibodd  be  flxed  in  the  Coostilution.  But  there 
wai  a  rood  deal  of  reuon  in  what  bad  fallen 
fivm  tEeientlemanfrom  WMhiugton,  (Hr.  Har- 
Mna,)  in  relation  lo  mileage. 

Hii  frinid  from  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Graaon,) 
aMielpaled  that  there  might  be,  as  there  had 
hitbetto  bean,  debatei  in  the  Legislature  on  the 
nibject  of  ftr  diem.  The  gentleman,  by  his 
anandmaDt,  had  dispouil  of  one  of  the  bones  at 
'  Aontantion,  by  providing  that  the  per  ditm  ibould 
baSxedintbeCoiutitutioii.  Butliowwaeit  in 
talatioD  to  mileage?  That  wai  left  to  the  law 
Baldiif  power.  This  opened  the  door  wide;  dis- 
ciMioiu  would  aiUa  upon  thii  which  would  em- 
bnaa  tbe  whole  subject  mailer,  and  thus  we 
Bhoald  find  ounelves  id  tbe  same  difficulty.  He 
would  vote  for  the  amendment  in  any  etent ;  but 
be  would  be  glad  if  the  gentleman  fram  the  coiii- 

Xof  his  brain,  would  submit  a  propoaition 
ih  would  enable  the  Cooveotion  to  act  upon 
tbeaubjaot  of  mile^,  so  at  to  leave  the  Legisla- 
Itm  Be  room  for  diaoussion. 

Hr.  Gbasdh  nid,  the  two  aabjects  were  dif- 
fbrenU  Tbepn-diim  might  easily  be  fixed  with 
niation  to  a  general  estimate  of  the  value  of 
BMMiey.  But  ai  to  mileage,  the  ciicumslaaeea 
vAieh  should  control  it,  were  eonatantly  chang- 
ing. Tbe  gentleman  from  St.  Maryi,  (Mr. 
Btakistone,)  had  furnished  some  uaeCul  informa- 
tioD  on  tbe  subject- 
He,  (Hr.G.,)  thought  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  Ae  the  mileage  ia  the  Conalitution.  It 
would  be  batter  lo  leave  it  to  the  legislature. 
The  aoeatlon  of  mileage  waa  not  tolihely  to  be 
lalnauced   into  the   House  <if  Megates  as  a 


tope  of  debate,  n   tha   qoMUon  of  p^  Sm 

Hr.  HiKBiHC  dissented  from  tbis  opinioii,  and 
appealed  to  our  legislative  hittorj,  to  thaw  that 
the  Idea  that  mileage  would  not  be  tbe  anbject 
matter  of  debate,  was  not  borne  onL  Ha  re- 
ferred Ip  some  of  the  new  Stales — Iowa,  Texas, 
kc. — in  whose  Canstitutloos  sucb  a  proviaion  had 
been  insertMl  to  show,  that,  ifit  wat  praclkable 
there,  where  the  Cusilitiea  of  commonlcatioD 
must  necessarily  be  less  than  with  oa,  it  wis 
also  practicable  bere. 


ton,}  lo  travel  hither  as  tbe  geatieinaa  froia 
St.  Mary's  (Mr.  Blahistone,)  suppoaed.  He 
sdmitted.  that  then  might  bo  isolated  csiet,  like 
that  of  the  genUeman,  in  whicb  anch  a  rule 
would  bear  hard. 

This,  he,  (Mr.  H.)  regretted;  batit  was  a  i» 
suit  inievarable  from  theoperalion  of  all  genenl 
rules.  He  insisted  that  the  mileage  waa  hicber 
than  it  should  be,  and  that  it  ougfal  to  ba  redne- 
ed.  He  declared  that  this  waa  no  Boncombt 
movement,  and  that  every  single  reason  wbid 
would  justify  the  insertion  of  a  conatitutiooal  pro- 
vision, (bung  the  ptr  Htm,  applied  with  eqail 
fnrce  to  the  mileage.  If  tan  eaata  wat  ast 
enough,  say  Gfleen.  But,  whatever  the  Biltap 
was,  let  it  be  Gied. 

Mr.  KiLoonasiid,  ba  thought  thomaUerlaa 
small  to  be  the  subject  of  debate  in  thia  Convea- 
tioQ.  At  all  events,  it  was  loo  small  for  bin  is 
appreciate.  Probably,  he  might  never  be  able 
to  do  BO,  until  he  took  a  leaaoo  in  the  WuhingUn 
count;  school  of  economy.  As  to  thk  sua  biini 
sufficient,  it  might  be  perhapa  for  tbcaa  whs 
traveled  the  distance  once  only. 

But  for  himself,  he  had  some  atlractios* 
at  home,  [laughter,]  and  wai  glad  at  tiotat  ton- 
cape  from  the  dull,  tread-mill  round  of  labon, 
which  their  duties  imposed. 

From  fini  to  lasi,  eSbrts  had  been  made  is 
this  Convention,  to  Gx  upon  the  paoplaitf  Ik) 
State  of  Maryland,  a  character  for  panimaoj— 
nay,  for  actual  meanness — which  did  notbekag 
to  tbem.  Tha  people,  themtelvea,  would  dl» 
own  it.  It  was  unworthy  of  tbem.  Tbey  nn 
enlightened  and  liberal-miodad,  and  did  not  at' 
ways  desire  to  weigh  tbe  senicea  of  their  public 
agents,  to  the  nicety  of  a  hair.  If  it  wertw, 
probably  some  geotiemea  in  the  lN:iilatore,  po- 
I  baps,  even  some  gentlemea  in  thv  CooreDtas. 
!  would  be  found  lo  receive  more  than  tbay  d»- 

Every  public  servant  should  be  paid  ajostiad 
&ir  compensation.  The  people  of  MarylaBd  waa 
willing  to  pay  it,  aod  uiosa  who  deaued  lo  eiy 
down  iheir  chatacteT  in  thia  loapect,  wan  doiil 
that  for  which  the  people  Ibenuelaea  wonUsrt 
thank  them.  He  moved  that  the  i 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Tbe  PaasmiNT  stated  that  the 

the  gentleman  tram  Waihingtoo,  (Mr.  Bar- 
bine,)  was  not  in  order,  without  a^  noliao  10 
reeoDsidar  the  amendment,  whioli  had  jort  beta 
engrailed  on  the  bill. 
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Mr.  Haumb  BOTed  t  reconsidentUm  of  the 
Tote. 

The  qoestion  was  taken,  and 

Tlia  ConTention  refUied  to  reconsider. 

The  pRBsiDEMT  suipgested  to  Mr.  HASBUia, 
that  be  coaM  accomplish  bis  object,(i.  e.  to  have  a 
Tola  taken  on  bis  amendment,)  by  mo? ing  it 
aa  an  additional  section. 

Some  conversation  followed. 

Mr.  HAaaiNB  said,  that  the  ideas  of  some  gen- 
tlemen were  Terj  much  inflated;  and,  that  if 
there  was  any  meanness  in  such  a  proposition,  it 
was  at  least  one  which  other  States  of  the  Union 
bad  not  thought  it  beneath  their  dignity  to  adopt 
He  was  not,  howcTer,  tenacious  about  it.  He 
had  introduced  it  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  de- 
bate in  the  legislature.  He  would,  therefore, 
withdraw  it,  not  because  he  thought  the  propo- 
sition too  small  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
GoBTention,  but  because  he  was  not  tenacious 
enoQgh  to  adhere  to  it. 

80  the  amendment  was  withdraw. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  point  of  or- 
der, between  Mr.  Phelps  and  the  Craib. 

Mr.  Dbmt  moved  to  amend  said  thirty-first  sec- 
tioo,  by  striking  out  the  last  paragraph  in  said 
seedon,  from  the  word  ''thereof,''  in  tne  fourth 
Ime. 

The  motion  was  rejected . 

The  section,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

CLBBOTUEN,  BTC. 

Mr.  Thomas  called  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
Tention to  the  fact,  that,  on  a  former  day,  the 
ninth  section  of  the  report  of  the  legislative  00m- 
BBittee,  had  been  informally  laid  over,  owing  to 
the  QnaToidable  absence  of  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Chandler.)  That  gen- 
tleman being  now  in  his  seat,  he,  [Mr.  T.]  would 
more  that  the  Convention  resume  the  consider- 
ation of  the  section. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  section  was  read  as  follows  : 

See.  9(4.  No  Priest,  Clergyman  or  Teacher  of 
any  religious  persuasion,  society  or  seel,  and  no 
person  holding  any  civil  office  of  profit  under  this 
BtBte,  except  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  be 
capable  of  having  a  seat  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly. 

Mr.  Cramdlcb  said  : 

Mr,  Pretidint — Permit  me,  through  you  sir,  to 
thank  this  Convention  for  the  courtesy  which 
they  have  been  pleased  to  extend  to  me  m  defer- 
ring action  upon  thn  article  until  my  return. 
Their  kind  feeiim  thus  manifested  towards  one 
ats  homble  as  I  teel  myself  to  be,  I  can  assure 
them  is  duly  appreciated. 

I  propose  sir,  to  strike  out  all  in  the  ninth  ar- 
tiotof  that  refers  to  ministers,  priests,  and  teach- 
ers of  religion,  as  entirely  unnecessary  and  un- 

jOBt 

Sir,  I  ofier  this  amendment  with  no  little  em* 
barraasment 

First,  beeause,  having  been  detained  from  my 
neat  in  this  body  for  the  last  two  weeks,  by  se- 
riooB  Ulneas  in  my  family,  I  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity whatever,  for  makhog  the  necessary  pr»- 


pnration,  to  aopport  by  proper  trgomtDt  thn 
amendment  whioh  I  now  propoae. 

Seco  idly.  Because,  of  ihe  onnecesaary  jeal- 
ousy entertained  by  many  in  reference  to  minls- 
ters  of  the  goapel. 

Thirdly,  Last,  though  not  least,  the  strong 
feelings,  preiudieee,  and  talenta,  arrayed  on  the 
other  side  of  this  question. 

But  fbeling,  as  1  do,  that  my  position  ia  just,  I 
shall,  though  I  may  stand  alone,  advoeate  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  President,  I  believe,  in  these  United  Statss, 
and  in  the  States  separatelv,  we  profess  to  ad- 
mire a  Democratic  form  of  Government? 

Sir,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  a  Demoert- 
tic  form  of  government? 

It  guarantees,  if  1  mistake  not,  tfuai  Hgku  and 
friviUgti,  not  to  a  fmnntd  few,  but  to  the  leAeie 
peop/e.  Tet  the  article  under  consideration  pro- 
poses deHbertUbf,  to  disfranchise  a  very  large  and 
respectable  class  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

Sir,  if  this  self-denying,  and  self-saerifieing 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  to  be  cutoff  with* 
out  ceremony  from  the  right  to  rartieipate  In 
the  affairs  of  Government,  then  I  trust,  that  in 
your  wisdom  and  magnanimity,  you  will  intro- 
duce some  organic  provision  in  the  Constitution, 
by  which  they  shall  forcTcr  hereafter,  be  exempt 
from  the  burtlien  of  taxation,  to  support  a  Gov- 
ernment, in  which  you  thus  solemnly  declare  they 
have  no  rifkt  to  participate. 

But  sir.  It  seems  strange,  that  from  every  <|uar- 
ter  of  this  House,  we  bear  it  oroolaimed  m  lan- 
guage beautiful  and  eloquent,  by  honorable  gen- 
tlemen of  profound  erudition — **£qual  rights  and 
privileges  to  all."  Then  after  this  flourish  of 
trumpets  in  behalf  of  popular  rights,  we  see 
those  St  me  gentlemen  cahnly  uniting  their 
strength,  to  blot  from  political  existence  a  nu- 
merous and  influential  class  of  our  fellow-elti- 
zens,  aa  wholly  unworthy  of  all  cooAdenee  and 
even  dangerous  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Have  gentlemen  considered  that  twenty  Statea 
of  this  Union  have  never  adopted  this  obnoxious 
and  oppressive  provbion  in  their  Constltutiona, 
and  that  another  has  since  stricken  it  fW>m  their 
organic,  law — making  in  all,  twenty-one  States 
that,  at  the  present  Ume,  have  no  siMh  proeorip- 
tive  measure.  And  yet  we  have  heard  of  no  in- 
ternal commotion,  or  threatened  danger  lo  these 
States.  On  the  contrary  they  get  on  as  pros- 
perouslv  and  as  harmonioualy,  te  States  which 
have  adopted  this  anti-republican  provision. ' 

But,  sir,  what  great  offence,  what  high  crime 
have  Uiis  class  ofour  fbllow-citizens  eommitted, 
that  they  should  be  deprived  of  one  of  the  dear- 
est privileges  of  American  bom  citizen— that  of 
eligibility  to  office?  Have  they  committed  high 
treason?  Have  they  been  guiltr  of  highway 
robbery  ?  Are  tboT  murderers  ?  No,  sir,  none  of 
these  crimes  have  been  alleged  against  them;  still 
in  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  committee,  who 
made  and  presented  this  report,  they  are  guilty  of 
a  crime,  which  should  forever  disfranchise  them 
as  citizens  of  this  enlif(btened  Commonwealth? 

Sir,  what  is  that  crime  1  It  k  this.  They 
have  bowed  in  humble  adoration  to  the  God  w|io 
made  them;  they  hsTo  belisf  ed  in  his  Son  JeswL 


Chrict  u  their  ettioat,  and  h**Ii«  dnink  at  tills 

SIN,  unadultaratcd  fonnttin  ot  true  happlnen, 
Bj  have  venttiTed  to  point  tbe'rr  fellow  men  to 
tbenne  cbrjRlal foanuio.  Inotherirord9,ther 
bare  *entur«il  to  teach  the  way  of  life  and  til- 
Tation.  And  for  thl)  offence  thejmust  be  strick- 
en from  the  polhical  fimamenl  and  confined  to 
eternal  oblivion,  lo  far  ai  all  prefennent  it  con- 
cerned. In  the  ciril  ^lemment. 

Mr.  President,  a  little  more  than  eighteen  hun- 
dred jean  ago,  the  tawjen  and  doctors  auamed 
tbe  reaponiibililj  of  culing  reQecliona  upon  the 
Saiiour  of  the  world.  They  charged  hitn  with 
bsinc  a  wine  bibber  and  a  (lulton,  ihe  friend  of 
publicaDiandsinnen.  The  SariourhimMilf said, 
■■  Iftbejdu  theM  in  the  green  tree,  (meaning 
hinaeif.)  what  will  Ihej  not  do  inlhedrrJ"  (re- 
ferring to  bii  followera.)  "  Aa  thej  b»n  de- 
apised  me,  to  will  tliej  also  deaplae  jou." 

Sir,  the  lawyen,  docton,  udbes  and  Phaiiseea 
did  not  oeate  to  exist  with  that  a^  ;  but  to  the 
prosent  time  they  »aj  to  Christ's  ministen, 
"  Stand  aside,  we  are  more  holy  than  thou,"  or 
at  any  rate,  bejond  all  controTersy,  we  ate  more 
worthy  to  fill  all  civil  officea;  jou  are  not  to  be 
tn$Ud ;  that  is  a  settled  point. 

But.  Mr.  President,  perhape  jou  may  think 
Ihat  1  am  under  Uie  impression  that  bcaonbie 
member!  upon  this  floor,  who  faror  Ibis  oppres- 
sive measure,  and  who  wish,  by  constitutional 
tiravision,  to  disfranchise  a  large  portion  of  our 
bUow  ciliiena.  are  wholly  dettilute  of  principle. 
No  sir!  In  the  language  of  one  of  Virginia'! 
disl'lnguished  statesmen,  Jobn  Randolph,  ibey 
faaTB  MT<n  principles  at  least,  the  fict  lama  md 
lutfiih—;  nor  are  they  destitute  of  generosity; 
ihey  diride,  with  a  good  grace,  the  fire  loaves 
■.nd  two  lisbes  amongst  thmnlvit,  and  then  write 
in  large  capitals  the  words,  tquai  righu  mul  prie- 
iltga  10  bU  ;  and  this  inscription,  when  written,  is 
nuled  up  to  eTcry  sign  poet  along  the  road  that 
leads  to  higher  office  and  and  a  greater  division 
of  the  apoih.  And  these  words,  tifual  rlgktt  mi 
]tr«rilwH<ea<l,  are  trumpeted  forth,  to  deceive 
that  class  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  are  not  even 
pennilted  to  gather  up  the  fragmenta  or  pnrUke 
of  the  erumtae  that  fall  from  the  lordly  Ubles  of 
Iboee  who  consider  Ihemtelvtt  utorrtif  to  >""'"■ 

Sir,  this  prescribed  class  of  our  citizens,  are 
rot  BO  stupid  as  not  to  see  through  such  decep- 
tion. They  know  their  rights,  and  if  they  do 
not  maintain  Ihem,  it  is  because  they  love  peace, 
and  had  rather  suffer  loss  than  engage  in  conten- 
tion and  ilrifa. 

But  1  may  be  told  that  mimsters  are  engaged 
in  a  higher  and  more  noble  calling,  and  that  Ihey 
•hould  not  leave  their  profession  to  make  laws. 
Very  well !  But  is  this  any  reason  why  you 
■bould  aay  in  your  Const ituti on  ihat  they  are  «n- 
vtrthii  ol  a  lower  calling?  that  they  have  no 
rtrillo  participate  in  the  afTainof  government? 
Why,  the  thing  is  absurd,  perfecllj  absurd  ! 

Tou  might  tell  me  with  the  lame  propriety 
that  the  man  who  has  no  knowledge  of  letters, 
though  he  have  other  qualifrCBtioni,  ought  not  to 
be  efected  Presidant,  and  therefore  some  prori- 
aicm  iboold  be  iiiti«(hic«t  In  the  Conatitutioo  of 


tba  United  Statea  to  render  tucb  u  one  iiwlivi- 

ble.  ■ 

8ir,  I  ask  if  this  would  not  be  a  direct  reflee- 
tinn  upon  the  sovereign  people  themselvei.  Are 
the  people  not  capable  Ot  being  their  own  guar- 
dianip  Whylben  say  tolhem,youahallneTerelect 
a  Preildent  who  cannot  write  his  name?  Why 
tty  to  them  you  ahall  not  do  that  whicb  Iher 
never  intended  to  do.  In  proscribing  ministen 
of  the  gospels  jou  are  in  affect  saying  to  the 
people,  JOU  are  not  capable  of  choosing  for  your- 
selves;  we   have  the  matter  in  huid;  we  will 

But  why  single  out  Uiis  particular  profiuion.' 
Why  nol  as  well  froacribe  lawjors?  Do  they 
not  leave  their  profesuon  and  their  clienls  lo 
suffer  >  while  they  come  to  Ihe  Legislature  lo  en- 
gage in  law  making}  Why  not  proscribe  doc- 
tors?  Do  they  not  leave  their  patients  to  linger 
and  die  while  they  are  in  tbe  LeRulative  Hslls?  - 
W  by  not  proscribe  the  farmer  f  But  for  tbe  far> 
mer  cUi  pni/cariimt  would  languish  and  die.  And 
Ishetobe  taken  from  his  lawful  pursuit  loan- 
gage  in  the  wotk  of  Legislation  ?  Why  sir,  this 
eternal   hatred  to  ministers  or  teachara  of  reli- 


ed lo  the  earth  r 
Why,  Mr,  President,  according  to  the  hypothesis 
contended  for  on  the  other  side,  that  evarj  tnin 
should  stick  to  his  profestion,  then,  aii ,  you  ought 
not  to  occupy  Ihe  honorable  position  jou  do,  u 
the  presiding  officer  of  this  body,  nor  should  yon 
ever  think  of  coming  to  the  Legiatature,  howev- 
er much  your  conatiluenls  might  desire  it.  Bat 
as'a  Central,  sir,  you  should  be  training  loldiets 
Jbt  iJu  uor,  uUch  ict  may  upset  in  afiw  ytart  nitk 
Grtal  A-ilirin.  The  language  used  playfully  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  over  the  way,  (Govei- 
nor  Graion,)  on  yesterday  may  jel  be  prophetic. 

Sir,  Ihe  fact  cannot  be  disguised  Ihat  the  Slan 
and  Stripes  must  soon  wave  over  Cuba  1  Thea 
we  shall  have  uor  with  EtifUmd,  Pnmtt,  Annie, 
Pruaia,  ^uilrii,  alt  tht  aorU  ami  lUt  rat  tf  man- 
kind, and  llu  Eialim  Share  qf  JVarytand. 

Mr.  President,  let  us  look  for  a  few  moments 
calmly  at  Ihis  eubject.  As  you  pass  along  your 
streets  you  see  a  ^r  unfortunate  man  in  the 
gutter,  beastly  intoxicated.  Thatman  is  eligible 
to  the  office  of  Governor!  On  the  other  side 
JOU  sea  anotlier  equally  intoxicated,  who  feels 
called  upon,  by  ev^rj  consideration  to  drfeni  Jtii 
moll  tacrid  lianor,-  and  for  this  purpose  measure* 
off  the  proper  distance,  and  figUs  a  diul  with  tkt 
lamp-post  for Jlying  around  the  eomer  and  jbucjtia; 
doum,  when  he  was  pawing  peaceaitjihf,  TM 
seat  in  Ihe  GnuroJ  JswaMy  .' 
iking  on  a  little  farther,  we  meet  two 
gentlemen  passing  along  accompanied  by  a  lilUe 
armj  of  bright  eyes  and  happy  faces.  They 
interfere  with  no  one,  but  quiell  v  proceed  towarti 
the  bouse  of  God.  Their  mission  is  oneof  pesc* 
and  good  will  to  men.  Let  us  inquire  who  they 
are.  They  are  the  minister  and  the  Sabbath 
school  teacher,  both  proscribed  as  vntearlkjUi 
participate  in  the  affairs  of  civil  government. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  President,  permit  me  lossy  ; 
that  1  have  not  offered  this  amendment,  or  then 
remarks  from  any  ambitious  motives.    Ian  hers 
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now,  sir,  not  by  my  own  choice,  but  by  the  earn- 
est tolicitetione  of  a  noble  and  gerunmt  conaiitu- 
eney. 

I  do  not  think  that  ministers  ought  to  neglect 
their  floeks  to  go  the  Legislature;  but  neither  do 
I  think,  that  you  haTc  the  right  to  dUfranehm 
them  9M  firee-hom  Jlwieriean  et/tseni .  Sir,  it  is  the 
ffineipU  for  which  I  contend.  Ministers  haye 
rigkia  in  common  with  other  citizens.  And  now 
sir,  I  haye  discharged  what  I  haye  conceiyed  to 
be  my  duty,  yery  imperfectly,  it  is  true.  I  thank 
you  sir,  sjid  through  jou  the  honorable  body, 
for  the  respectful  attention  with  which  they  haye 
listened  to  my  remarks. 

Mr.  Jbvifcr  disclaimed  any  intention  to  enter 
into  the  argument  on  this  question.  But  he 
thought  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county 
was  mistaken  in  some  of  his  yiews.  The  pro- 
yision  in  theConstitution  does  not  exclude  clergy- 
men, more  than  others  who  fill  ciyil  offices,  from 
sitting  in  the  Legislature.  All  persons  who  fill 
ciyil  offices  are  equally  excluded.  There  was 
therefore  nothing  oppreasiy e  in  this  exclusion .  A 
minister  of  the  gospel  has  a  high  mission;  his  func- 
tions are  of  a  class  which  lift  him  aboye  the  or- 
dinary business  of  political  life; and  it  must  lessen 
the  usefulness  of  his  position  and  distract  his  du- 
ties when  he  enters  into  political  strife.  The 
gentleman  says  the  ministers  ought  to  be  relieyed 
from  taxation.  He,  (Mr.  J.,)  did  not  know  that 
eleiyymen  were  taxed. 

Mr.  Cranolcr.  They  were.  His  tax  last 
year  amounted  to  twenty  dollars  on  his  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  JiirirBR.  Aye,  for  property — not  as  a 
clergyman.  If  the  idea  of  the  gentleman,  that 
property  should  be  exempt  from  taxation  were 
carried  out,  there  would  be  a  speedy  falling  off 
of  the  reyenue  for  the  support  of  the  State.  Any 
man  who  desired  to  escape  the  payment  of  taxea 
would  only  haye  to  join  the  class  of  priyileged 
persons  and  he  would  escape. 

Of  all  forms  of  goyemment,  that  which  com- 
prised a  religious  element,  was  the  most  to  be 
depricated.  Where  religion  had  become  united 
with  politidR  rule,  there  had  always  been  the 
greatest  amdtint  of  tyranny  and  despotism,  and 
the  least  possible  exercise  of  freedom  The  mo- 
ment you  permit  the  ministers  of  religion  to  as- 
sume political  power,  their  whole  character  is 
changed.  Whilst  in  the  exercise  of  their  religious 
duties  exclusiyely,  they  command  the  respect 
and  Teneration  ot  all  good  men,  no  matter  of 
of  what  denomination;  transfer  them  to  the 
arena  of  party  contest,  let  them  mingle  in 
the  heated  contests  of  the  day,  and  they  cease 
to  be  the  humble  and  christian  difpeosers  of  those 
bleasings,  which  belong  to  their  high  mission. 
The  L^^laturo  is  no  place  for  ministers  of  the 
gospel.  The  pulpit  is  the  appropriate  sphere  for 
their  teachings. 

Mr.  J.  said,  it  would  not  be  understood  that 
be,  by  any  means,  objected  to  them  or  any  other 
citixen  being  members  of  a  Conyention  like  this 
to  frame  a  (x^nstitution  for  the  State.  He  was 
gratified  to  see  the  reyerend  eentleman  from 
Saltimoreeountj,here  in  this  bochr,  and  toreceiye 
the  benefit  of  his  advice,  and  it  all  cJergymoD 


would  oonduet  themselfes  in  the  dignified,  ehari' 
table  and  unexceptionable  manner,  as  he  has 
done,  his,  [Mr.  J's,]  objection  would  be  greatly 
lessened.  But  this  cannot  be  ezpeded;  religi- 
ous and  political  professions  are  incompatible 
amidst  the  frailty  of  human  nature;  and  the  high 
respect  he  entertained  for  the  cleny,  would  pre- 
yent  him  from  permitting  them  to  oe  placed  in  a 
situation,  where  their  usefulness  would  be  im- 
paired. 

Mr.  CHAwoLBa  made  some  further  remarks 
in  which  he  complaioed.that  while  other  nrofes-, 
sions  were  permitted  to  bold  seats  in  the  legisla- 
ture, by  a  solemn  declaration,  clergymen  are 
disqualified.  He  thought,  as  a  matter  of  con- 
science, that  it  was  better  that  ministers  of  the 
gospel  should  not  become  members  of  the  legis- 
lature; they  haye  higher  occupations— occupa- 
tions which  demand  the  entire  deyotioo  of  their 
time  and  talents.  But  hb  objection  was  to  the 
adoption  of  the  principle  of  disqualification  in  the 
Constitution. 

The  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  said,  all 
things  may  be  lawful,  biit  all  things  may  not  be 
expedient.  The  clergy  do  not  desire  to  bis  placed 
in  a  position  in  which  they  are  not  denied  the 
rights  aid  priyileges  of  American  citizens.  He 
perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Uharles.  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
a  union  between  Church  and  State.  Against 
such  union  the  clergy  were  united;  and  they  now 
complained,  that,  by  this  yery  proyision,  the  goy- 
emment is  interfering  with  the  clergy,  and  will 
not  leave  them  alone.  He  denied  the  statement 
that  where  religious  iroyemments  preyailed  the 
worst  consequences  follow.  It  was  true  that  un- 
der the  mask  of  religion,  those  who  are  falsely 
called  religious,  haye  persecuted  and  destroyed 
their  fellow  creatures,  but  these  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  true  christian  church.  It  would  be 
as  reasonable  to  repudiate  the  metallic  currency 
of  the  United  States,  because  some  of  it  has  been 
counterfeited,  and  to  close  all  our  banks  and  re- 
fuse to  receiye  silyer  and  gold  coins.  While  we 
affect  to  leaye  all  men  free,  to  oppress  none,  and 
to  extend  to  eyery  one  liberty  to  worship  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience, 
we,  iu  the  same  instrument,  disqualify  all  who 
are  the  ministers  of  religion,  for  the  enjoyment 
of  the  lights  which  all  other  citizens  enjoy. 

Mr.  Jenifek  said. 

In  reply  to  the  worthy  gentleman's  remark, 
"that  those  religious  governments  which  perse- 
cuted,did  not  belong  to  the  true  christian  chuidi,^' 
he  did  not  know  what  the  gentleman  calls  the 
true  christian  church.  But,  if  he  would  go 
back  a  little  into  the  history  of  the  church,  he 
would  find  from  its  earliest  period  to  the  present 
day,  that  all  denominations  were  •  alike,  when 
political  power  was  placed  in  their  hands. 
Presbyterians,  Roman  Catholics,  Episcopaieans, 
down  to  the  Mormons,  all  had  been  guilty  of  the 
greatest  oppression  and  tyranny.  One  of  the 
greatest  curses  inflicted  on  mankind,  had  been  by 
religious  fanaticism,  united  with  the  \^hi«c  ^^ 
political  rule.  And  e^«(i  Viv  ^>n  ^vj  ^ Sxi  >^>ak^^ 
rioua  land  of  Ireedom^^aX  %\\ii\Xa.>^T»\N^v»i>'^^ 
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Mr.  CBAMDLBft  Mid,  that  wu  fiuiatieilm,  not 

Mr.  Jbwipbr.  It  wn  relig;iout  fanttioism, 
and  the  same  ipirit  which  seeks  to  justiiy  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
bj  a  superior  law  of  conscience. 

If  any  religious  sect  had  a  right  to  complain  it 
was  the  Quakers  and  other  friends,  conscientiou*- 
ly  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms.  They  pay  a  tax  for 
carrying  on  war  against  their  conscience. 

In  the  section  of  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion, and  which  the  reverend  gentleman  has 
moved  to  strike  out,  judges,  clerks  and  all  other 
civil  officers,  are  pla^  upon  the  same  footing 
with  clergymen.  It  is  not  deemed  consistent 
with  a  proper  discharge  of  their  respective  du- 
ties that  they  should  hold  seats  in  the  legislature. 
There  is  no  exclusion  for  conscience  sake.  It  is 
because  the  ooeitions  they  have  assumed,  of  their 
own  free  wul,  render  the  discharge  of  legislative 
duties  incompatible. 

Mr.  Chandler  called  attention  to  what  had 
taken  place  in  the  State  of  Rhode  bland,  refer- 
ring to  the  character  and  conduct  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams, who  was  the  first  minister  and  Governor  of 
the  State,  and  who  was  the  first  to  proclaim  the 
doctrine  of  an  unfettered  conscience  and  of  the 
right  to  worship  as  they  might  think  right.  Re- 
ll^n  and  fanaticism  are  as  opposite  to  each  oth- 
er as  nieht  is  to  day.  He  presumed  the  gentle- 
man had  reference  to  tlie  aholitionists,  who  have 
taken  leave  of  religion  and  morality,  and  of  com- 
mon sense  also.  They  had  shaken  hands  with 
eommon  sense.  If  the  church  were  made  up  of 
such  persons  as  these,  he  would  be  willing  to 
quit  it.  He  regarded  the  abolitionists  as  the 
greatest  curse  of  our  country. 

Mr.  Chambers  desired,  in  few  words,  to  assign 
the  reasons,  or  some  of  them,  which  would  in- 
fluence his  vote,  and  he  believed  many  others. 
He  did  not  exactly  accord  with  the  gentleman 
from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  in  hit  apprehensions 
of  religious  despotism.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, mean  to  interpose  between  the  contend- 
ing parties  on  the  subject  of  persecution,  &c. 
The  gentleman  before  him,  (Mr.  Chandler,)  had 
made  the  most  of  his  case.  He  had  asked  **  if 
they  were  excluded  from  seats  in  the  legislature, 
he  and  his  clerical  brethren,  because  they  were 
murderers  or  drunkards,  or  were  they  hated  be- 
cause they  preached  the  Gospel?"  Why,  does 
the  gentleman  foreet  that  we  judges  are  in  the 
aame  category  ?  Does  he,  or  can  he,  for  a  mo- 
ment suppose  that  because  a  man  is  a  judge, 
Hurtfore  he  is  considered  a  murderer  or  drunkard, 
or  becomes  hateful  ?  Certainly  he  cannot.  The 
reason  is  obvious,  the  one  station  is  supposed  to 
..  be  inconsistent  with  the  other.  He  regretted  to 
find  the  gentleman  disdain  to  keep  company  with 
the  judges. 

Mr.  (Jhandler,  (in  his  seat,)  said  he  certainly 
did  not. 

Mr.  Chambbri.  They  were  all  in  the  same 
■sentence,  each  equally  excluded  and  for  similar 
nasons.  The  contemplation  of  the  Constitution 
WMt,  thBt  their  peculiar  avocation  was  not  calcu 


select,  as  their  agents  in  different  departments, 
those  best  qualified  to  fill  the  various  statkNia  as- 
signed to  them.    An  astronomer  would  not  go  to 
a  ploughman  to  assist  him  in  calculating  ai 
eclipse  or  the  distance  to  a  star— nor  woold  a 
fanner  apply  to  an  astronomer  to  plough  bis  field 
or  seed  his  grain.    "Everyman  to  his  trade," 
was  an  old  rule  and  a  good  one.    He  suppossd 
it  quite  obvious,  that  the  appropriate  dutiea  of  a 
clergyman  were  altogether  unlike  thoae  of  a  po- 
litician, and  that  it  is  proper  to  encourage  the 
usefulness  of  each,  at  all  events  not  to  do  anr- 
tiling  calculated  to  destroy  their  usefulness.    He 
then  described  what  he  regarded  as  the  appio>' 
priate  duties  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  peace 
and  salvation.    He  professes  to  have  a  miaooa 
from  his  Divine  master — a  mission  of  love  and 
charity.    His  great  duty  is  to  contend  agaiart 
the  lusts  of  the  world — he  renounoea  its  PQ>^ 
and  vanities^he  seeks  honor  of  God,  not  oi  aiSB| 
and  lays  up  his  treasure  in  Heaven,  not  oo  eaitk 
His  high  and  holy  office  is  with  the  souls  dmrnt 
not  with  their  political  favors;  he  is  sacrificed  ts 
the  world  and  its  honors  and  its  emoluments,  aad 
they  are  sacrificed   to  him.    His  whole  object 
and  aim  is  to  lead  sinners  to  the  fountain  of  etsr* 
nal  life.    Would  you  arrest  such  a  man  in  kit 
holy  calling  and  place  him  m  a  legislative  hsU, 
where  every  man  is  a  political  antagoniat  to  cos 
portion,  and  a  political  partisan  to  the  rest— 
amongst  men  whose  leading  motive  is  to  aoqaifs 
worldly  distinguish ment  and  preferment,  and  Is 
acquire  them  at  the  expense  of  the  politieal  d^ 
struction  of  contending  parties — amonf^tbois 
whose  passions  and  prejudices  are  eontiooally 
kept  alive  by  the  snticipaiioo  of  earthly  hooocs 
and  emoluments,  and  whetted  by  continual  oppch 
sition  and  frequent  defeat  ?    Political  aasemMtts, 
composed  of  party  men — and  such  are  generally 
those  which  occupy  our  legislative  halls— -pceiest 
the  least  possible  aid  in  the  cultivation  of  the  csr> 
dinal  christian  graces  of  love  and  charity  to  oar 
fellow  man,  to  say  nothing  of  their  infloeaee  oa 
the  '*  first  and  great  commandment"    Why  tba 
take  the  messenger  of  **  peace  on  earth  and  fooi 
will  to  man,"  to  place  him  ^ere  his  larai 
would  be  coij^ned,  not  to  conversions  from  sin  te 
holiness,  but  from  one  political  doctrine  to  anoth- 
er ?     Ministers  who  rightly  appreciated  their 
condition  and  their  duties,  never  would  naks 
these  temporal  honors  and  profits  an  object  of 
pursuit. 

Mr.  Chanoler  here  said,  the  gentlensan  fitm 
Kent  and  himself  agreed  on  that  point.  He  slio 
thought  that  ministers  should  not  come  to  the  le- 
gislature, but  should  pursue  the  work  to  wlueh 
Uiey  are  called.  But  he  desired  that  it  should  bs 
left  to  the  people  at  the  ballot  box,  to  aay  if  thej 
would  elect  ministers,  and  to  the  ministBis,ii 
elected,  to  act  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  consciences.  What  he  was  opposed  to,  wss, 
the  insertion  of  a  disqualification  in  the  otpaic 
law  as  a  principle. 

BSMr.  Chambers  resumed.  ThegratlenaathM 
admits,  that  the  removal  of  the  aisqnalifieaiioa 
would  not  introduce  into  the  legislatiita  ihoie    || 


r 
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tated  to  qualify  them  to  fill  the  office  oC  si  \e^a\a- 1  ministers  who  have  a  iust  and  oonaciemkwup- 
toru  ireliaa  others.    The  people  bid  a  T\^\.^A\\ittAVa\i^  qW^mai  xAltgjUNis  dvtiee  eid  eUig^* 
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i;  tbartfoig,  he  should  succeed  in  bis 
nt,  the  effect  is  to  be,  thet  we  admit 
f  who  are  either  ifnoraot,  or  regardlMi 
lokmD  TOWS  and  dutiea. 
iroold  the  gentleman,  or  would  the  Con- 
M  willing  to  put  into  the  Constitution  a 
,  directing  in  terms  that  ministers,  un- 
r  the  character  they  bear,  and  none  otb- 
Id  be  considered  proper  candidates  for 
Mnsible  offices?  Certainly  noL  Then 
lid  they  adopt  a  provision,  the  necessary 
ical  effect  of  which,  would  be  precisely 
}  The  gentleman  had  used  one  eipree- 
force  of  which  he  could  not  have  duly 
d.  He  had  deplored  the  exclusion  of 
al  brethren  from  the  participation  of 
es  and  fishes *'«  the  significant  expres- 
hioh  John  Randolph  defined  office  and 
It 

I  gentleman  mean  to  intimate  that  min- 
&  goepel  were  to  be  influenced  by  such 
•tiTea,  as  to  neglect  the  spiritual  inter- 
mortal  souls  to  secure  the  paltry  sum  of 
n  a  day  ?  Or  did  he  supnose  the  Con- 
meble  of  being  influenced  by  a  desire  to 
for  laymen  exclusively?  Surely  not. 
lid  remark,  in  answer  to  what  the  gen- 
d  said  about  lawyers,  that  it  would  bave 
» candid,  if  he  had  stated,  what  he  and 
sr  minister  must  know,  that  the  persons 
I  in  the  texts  he  has  referred  to,  were 
of  Divinity*' — teacbersof  Divine  law^ 
persons  as  are  now  known  by  the  term 

passed  his  whole  life  at  the  bar  and 
might  be  permitted  to  add  a  word  in  de- 
awyers  ab  a  bod  v.  He  would  remark 
Lleman,  that  he  who  assailed  them  would 
get  a  homet*s  nest  about  him  in  the  first 
I  would  fail  to  enlist  public  sentiment  in 

There  were,  undoubtedly,  bad  men  in 
sion.  So  there  were  bad  men  in  every 
and  department  of  life.  But  as  a  body 
ss — ttiey  were  entitled  to  as  much  re- 
ny  other  class  of  citizens.  It  was,  per- 
laying  more  than  history  and  fact  would 

assert  that  they  were  the  authors  and 
promoters  of  all  the  great  political 
«  which  had  ameliorated  the  condition 
a  his  civil  and  political  relations ;  the 
D  all  the  great  struggles  for  freedom 
ranny.  It  was,  then,  so  far  from  being 
this  long  standing  provision,  which  ez- 
sachers  from  the  legislative  hall,  origi- 
lie  want  of  proper  regard  and  respect 
nisterial  office,  that  the  motive  was  to 
t  pure  and  blameless, 
laked,  why  not  protect  them  ?  We  did 
the  protection  best  suited  to  their  wants 
on  Against  the  vices,  the  snares,  the 
»  incident  to  political  life.  We  have 
need  for  their  valuable  servicea,  in  re- 
>ur  own  violations  of  the  pure  precepta 
lid  make  saints  of  sinners,  too  much  in- 
ife  them  poaaess  the  virtues  they  should 
i,  to  expose  them  to  the  contaminating 
of  a  lire  of  politics.  Their  duty  is  to 
he  intereaU  of  their  master,  not  tbair 

fiO 


own — to  warm  our  hearts  with  love  to  God,  not 
devotion  men — to  inspire  us  with  hopes  of  hea- 
ven, not  of  office— to  minister  to  the  poor,  the 
humble,  the  sick,  the  dying,  and  to  talk  to  them 
of  the  vanity  of  all  things  temporal ;  not  to  com- 
pany with  the  lich,  the  great,  the  influential  men 
of  the  world,  and  court  their  aid,  to  robe  them- 
selves in  the  glitterinc  baubles  of  this  world's 
honor,  or  fill  their  pockets  with  the  mammon  of 
unrighteousness. 

Mr.  CHANDLaa,  in  reply,  adverting  to  what  the 
gentleman  from  Kent  had  said  on  the  subject  of 
cuttbg  the  clergy  horizontally,  said  the  gentle- 
man had  stated  that  the  bad  ministers  would  be 
thrown  on  one  side  of  the  line,  and  tlie  fpoA  on 
the  other,  if  bis  amendment  should  prevail.   But 
be  thought  the  argument  did  not  make  against 
the  proposition,  because,  if  the  amendment  did 
not  prevail,  the  clergrman  who  was  iiot  consci- 
entious about  the  matter,  could  now,  if  elected, 
present  his  credentials   to  the  church  and  take 
nia  seat,  because  then  he  would  have  a  right  to 
it.    He  could  not  but  be  struck  with  the  affec- 
tionate regard  which  the  gentleman  from  Kent 
expreseed  for  ministers  of  religion.    He  said  they 
stood  on  too  high  a  platform.    He  presumed  that 
the  gentleman  supposed  they  must  wear  long 
faces  and  a  sanctimonious  aspect,  which  would 
be  outraged  by  their  asaociation  with  members  of 
the  Legislature.    And  in  what  light  did  the  gen- 
tleman place  legislators?     It  would  appear  that 
they  are  all  covered  with  mud  and  dust,  ahd  he 
would  not  let  us  come  into  the  body  and  mix  with 
such  corraption.    He  certainlv  felt  some  surprise 
at  the  acknowledgment.    But  he  would  beg  leave 
to  remind  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  that  those 
who  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes 
did  not  feel  the  force  of  such  scruples  as  the  com- 
mittee who  prepared  the  Legislative  Report  did, 
on  this  subject.    That  Constitution  was  formed 
by  some  of  the  wisest  men  the  country  had  ever 
produced,  yet  it  contained  no  such  disqualifying 
provision.    And  although  it  was  not  of  frequent 
occurrences,  it  was  well  known  that  ministers  of 
religion  had  had  seats  in  Congress;  and,  if  he  was 
not  mistaken,  there  was  one,  or  perhaps  two 
ministers  in  Congress,  at  this  time. 
Mr.  Chambbri.    Yes,  there  is  Mr.  Palfrey. 
Mr.  Chaitoler.    He  is  an  abolitionist. 
Mr.  Chandlbr  now  modified  his  amendment  no 
as  to  strike  out  to  the  word  **and'*  in  the  second 
line  of  the  section. 
Mr.  Buchanan  said: 

Before  the  vote  was  taken  on  this  proposition 
he  desired  to  put  a  few  questions,  and  to  make 
a  remark  or  two  to  hit  friend  and  colleague, 
(Mr.  Chandler,)  for  whom  he  took  the  opportu- 
nity to  say,  he  entertained  the  highest  personal 
regard. 

It  so  happened,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  during  the 
address  oi  his  friend,  he,  [Mr.  B.,J  was  so  cir- 
cumstanced, (being  in  the  temporary  occupancy 
of  the  Chair,)  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  him 
with  propriety  to  put  a  question  to  his  friend, 
which,  ir  at  the  time  he  could  have  put,  would 
have  saved  him  the  necessity  of  saying  any  thing 
at  preaent. 
Hie  colleague  had  remacked^  Ui'kVv^'OM^  ^Vi^v 
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teen  hundred  yean  ago,  the  doctors  and  the  law- 
yers persecuted  the  Saviour. 

Now,  as  to  the  doctors,  said  Mr.  B.,  whether 
doctors  of  divinity  as  was  intimated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kent,  or  doctors  of  medicine,  as 
was  charged  by  his  colleague — he  had  nothing  to 
say — no  defence  to  make.  He  was  uninformed 
on  the  subject;  and  besides,  the  doctors  are  gen- 
erally able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  But  as 
to  tlie  lawyers,  so  gallantly  defended  by  his 
friend  from  Kent,  [Mr.  Chambers,]  he,  [Mr.  B  ,] 
desired  to  know  of  his  colleague,  who  was  Jo- 
seph of  Arimathea.'  He,  [Mr.  B.,]  was  aware 
that  his  colleague  was  an  accomplished  Bible 
historian,  and  he  called  upon  him  out  of  the  full- 
ness of  his  biblical  knowIedi;e  to  instruct  the 
ConventioD  in  this — who  was  Joseph  of  Arima- 
thea? 

He  was,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a  lawyer — a  coun- 
sellor. Who  was  it,  he  would  ask  his  colleague — 
who,  in  that  dread  hour,  when  the  sun  was  dark- 
ened, and  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  in 
twain,  and  the  earth  did  quake,  and  the  graves 
were  opened — that  stood  finiily  and  faithfully  by 
the  side  of  his  crucified  Redeemer?  it  was  Jo- 
seph of  Arimathea,  a  lawyer, 

Who  was  it  when  all  the  followers  of  the  Sa- 
Tiour  had  fled  in  alarm,  saving*  only  his  mother 
and  a  few  faithful  women — whilst  the  pierced 
body  still  hung  upon  the  accursed  cross — that 
went  boldly  unto  rilate  and  craved  the  body  of 
hb  God?  It  was  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  a  law- 
yer. 

Who  was  it  that  took  down  the  body  of  the 
Saviour  from  the  cross  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life, 
wrapped  it  in  fine  linen,  and  laid  it  in  his  own 
now  sepulchre,  hewn  out  in  the  rock?  It  was  Jo- 
seph 01  Arimathea,  a  lawyer.  Bcwaro  then,  af- 
ter the  high  example,  how  you  traduce  the  law- 
yers as  a  class. 

These  are  the  questions  in  'kindness  I  desired 
to  put,  and  these  the  remarks  1  desired  to 
make. 

Mr.  Jenifer  briefly  congratulated  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  county,  forhis  research  into  the 
history  of  the  lawyers,  which  had  carried  him 
back  nearly  to  the  commencement  of  the  world. 

Mr.  BcLL.  I  rise  not  to  defend  the  lawvers, 
but  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject  of  phy- 
sicians. He.would  not  go  as  fur  back  as  his  honor- 
able colleague,but  if  he  did,  he  thought  the  com- 
parison would  not  be  unfavorable  to  the  physi- 
cian. He  only  desired  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to 
his  respected  colleague  on  his  loft,  who  had  ad- 
dressed the  Convention  a  short  time  before, 
and  hinted  at  the  impropriety  of  professional 
gentlemen  neglecting  their  special  duties  and  en- 
gaging in  politics.  He  desired  to  state  a  subject 
within  his  own  knowledge.  He  was  himself  a 
physician  of  long  experience;  he  had  attended, 
he  thought,  faithfully  to  his  calling,  and  to  his 
patients,  but  it  sometimes  so  happened  that  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  them,  being  qalled  cfT  on 
business  for  a  few  days;  yet  on  his  return,  to  his 
great  astonishment  he  mostly  found  them  impro- 
ving, he  thought  faster  than  if  he  had  been  in 
constant  attendance — theylhaving  taken  the  ad- 
vantage of  bis  absence  in  recruiting  their  health. 


He,  therefore,  felt  no  conscientious  sentp 
leaving  his  patients,  and  holding  a  seat  i 
body.  And  op  doubted  if  lawyers  land  pliyi 
were  more  frequently  absent,  whether 
clients  and  patients  would  be  much  the  I 

The  question  was  then  declared  to  be  i 
modified  amendment  of  Mr.  CnANBLca. 
Mr.  C.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
Which  were  ordered,  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

•^^ffiiinative — Messrs.  Bond,  BuchanoDa 
Welch,  Chandler,  Colston,  Fooks,  Shri?< 
ser,  McHenry,  Thawley,  Stewart  of  Cti 
Hardcas.tle,  Fiery,-  John  Newcomer,  Ba 
Michael  Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Brewer,  W 
Weber  and  Parke — 22. 

Negative — Messrs.  Chapman,  Presideot, 
gan,  Blakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Rieaud 
Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldsoo,D 
Wells,  Sellman.  Weems,  Merricki  J< 
Uidgely,  Lloyd,  James  U.  Dennis, Criafi^k 
shiell,  Phelps,  Constable,  Chambers  of 
Miller,  McLane,  Grason,  George,  »Wrigh' 
Master,  Hearn,  Jacohs,"^  Gaither,  Sappii 
J^tephenson,  Nelson,  Gwinn,  Sherwood  of 
more  city.  Ware,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  Fitxpt 
Shower  and  Brown — 44. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  ninth  section  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Merrick  moved  a  reconsideration* 
vote  on  the  twenty-first   section,  (that  wbi 
lutes  to  loans  on  the  credit  of  the  State,) 
view  to  offer  an  amendment,  (of  which  h 
heretofore  given  notice.) 

The  Pr.ESiuKKT,  pro  tevn.,  (Mr.  Blakii 
findins;  that  notice  ot  a  motion  to  leconsid 
been  made  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  McH 
slated  that  fact. 

Mr.  McHenrt  made  the  motion  toreea 

He  did  so,  he  said,  with  the  concurrence 

mover  of  the  amendment,  which  had  been 

ed,  and  of  other  gentlemen  who  had  voted 

and  with  the  intention  to  move,  if  the  mo 

I  reconsider  prevailed,   that  the  consideral 

'  the  section  should  be   postponed,  until  af 

!  other  sections  of  the   report  had  been  di 

of. 

After  some  conversation, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
consider. 

But  no  quorum  voted. 

The  question  was  again  taken. 

But  no  quonam  voted. 

Mr.  KiLGOUK  moved  a  call  of  the  Hous 

Mr.  PRESSTMAM  cuquircd  of  the  Chai 
many  members  were  pre-ent  ? 

The  Chaik  replied,  fifty-one. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion « 

Kilgouh; 

And  di'cided  in  the  negative. 

So  a  call  ot*  the  Convention  was  refused 

Mr.  Merrick  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,* 

motion  to  reconsider; 

Which  were  ordered,  and 
Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 


was 
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Jigirmative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President. Mor- 1  ?talf>  f:\x,  any  other  property  than  that  owned  by 

ED,Blakistone,Dent,  Hopeveell,  Ricauil,  Cham-  <  the  Stat",  or  by  a  county,  city,  or  other  uunici- 
n  of  Kent,  Mitchell.  Donahison,  Dnrsey,  I  pal  corporation  and  burial  grounds;  nor  shall 
Wells,  Kent.  Sellman,  Weeins,  Hond,  Merrick,  '  tiicy  by  law  or  otherwise  enter  into  any  contract 
Jenifer,  Buchanan.  Bell,  Colston,  Jamc»  U.  Den-  or  other  expedient. or  define  to  exempt,  or  which 
nia,  Crisfield,  Phelps,  Cons'able,  Chambers  of ;  shall  operate  as  nn  exemption  or  suspenaioD, 
Cecil,  Miller,  George,  Jacobs,  Thomas,  Shriv-  :  wholly  or  partially  of  any  other  property,  or 
er,  Bi*cr.  Sappington,  Stejihenson,  McHenry,  •  body  corporate,  or  of  any  person  worth  over  two 
Nelson,  Thaw  ley,  Stewart  of  Canilinc,  Gwinn,  .  hundred  dollars,  from  contribution,  rateably  and 
Presstman,  Michael  Xcweomcr,  Kil^our,  Holly-  j  eipially  to  such  general  tax,  according  to  his  or 
day,  Parke  and  Brown — 44.  '  its  actual  worth  in  n;nl  or  personal  property .| 

Jk'hgativt — Messrs.  Lee,  Ridgoly.  Lloyd,  Gra-  '      The  consideration  of  the  section  was  then  post- 
son,  Wright,  McMastcr,  Fooks,  (iaither.  Hard- '  pomd  iintil  Tuesday  next, 
caaile,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood  of  I      Tiie  thirty -fourth'  section  of   the  report 
Baltimore  city,  Ware,  Fiery,   John  Newcomer,  |  th»'n  read  as  follows: 
Harbinc,  Brewer,  Weber,   Slicer,   Fitzpatrick,        Sec.  34.  The  General  Assembly  may  confer 
Shower  and  Cockey — 19.  i  upon  of  the  several 

So  the  Toie  was  rcconsided.  1  *^o""^'*'''»  s"*^**  powers  of  local  legislation  and  ad- 

M.     M-...^ «i.^^  I.  1.1        .,    ministration  as  they    may    prescribe,  provided, 

J2^;k!.hj*  VT  "'''''5'lu"  °'!l^"^^5^„'^^'*';  however,  that  all   laws  conferring  such  powers 
MCbon  by  addmg  at  the  end  thereof  the  follow-  |  ,i,,,j  ^e  general  in  their  nature,  and  shall  extend 

^  to  all  the  counties  of  the  State. 

"But  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  leffislalure  Mr.  Phelps,  m(»ved  to  amend  said  section  by 
at  any  time,  when  it  can  do  so,  to  pay  off  iis  out-  fiHinjr  the  blank  in  said  ieclion  with  these  words 
itandmg  bonds,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  an  i«uc  »ihc  Levy  court  or  commissioners  of  the  tax 
of  other  bonds  or  stocks   bearing  a   less  rale  of'  as  tlioca«e  may  be  '* 

i"i!."*l!rl(!'i.."!.5:^':'5i.,.'»'"°""'    "'»"  ""=i      Mr.  J«..v  Nf.wco,,er  .nored  to   insert  "the 

counlv  courts." 

Mr.  PiiRssTMAK  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 
(It  wns,  he  said,  wholly  impracticable, 4f  intend- 
ed for  the  city  of  Baltimore.) 

„     -,  ^  I      Mr.  John  Newccmer  withdrew  his  amend- 

Jnr.  LO.VSTABLE  oHercd   tlio   foilowinj;,  as  a  '  ment. 

substitute  for  the  oricrinal  .section:  !      ,^  '  i      .  .•      r  n       j 

1    rru    1       1  t        ''''"""•  Some  explanatory  conversation  followed,  on 

1.  J  he  legislature  shall  liavc  no  power  to  con-  •  ,hc  part  of  Messrs.  Phelps,  Dorset,  Presstii ah, 
tract  debU  or  borrow  money   exccjit  to  repel  in-  ;  Chamdkrs,  of  Ket.t,  Brown  and  Ridgelt. 
TRsion  or  8upp>*e.sji  insurrectioti.  ,♦     r.  -j  •*  »  4    u    •%.    - 

2.  They  shall  have  r.o  power  to  authorise  any  1     ^]''  P«^V''^^'V'.k"  r  '^  "^^^^  V"?.^^^  f  "*^f 
.ub«.ription  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  the  c  °pL^l    ral  jmpress.on  "f^^e  Conve"^^^^^  hv  th^^lS 
stock  or  shares  of   any  canal,  rail   road,  plank  i  f^'   •'""''       hi  fhn?,W^^^^^^ 
road,    turnpike,  banki,^,   cxdiange,   insurance,    ^^^^^  ^^'^^  '"'  ^^  '^°"^^  "°*  ^"^^  **"  ^°**°^- 

Mr.  Phelps  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 


amount  redeemed  or  paid  off." 

Some  conversation  followed  between  Messrs. 
Tbomas  auid  Merrick,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
hying  the  section  over  informally  for  the  pre- 


•  --r » ; e»i     ^—^  ••will,..,     ••..^(jtuii\.«y, 

oiaDufacturing  or  mining  corporation,  or  of  any 
other  corporation  or  association  whatsoever;  nor 

shall  they  invest  or  embark  any  of  the  funids  of        ^ 

the  I  State,  either  directly  or  indireoll),  in  any  '  Mr.  Pr.KSSTMAN  to  strike  out  the  section. 
trade,  business  or  adventure  of  minins:,  manufac-        jvir.  Gwinn  offered  an  amendment,  (not  to  be 
tjirm^,  commercial  and  raarme,  or  of  any  other  •  found  on  this  day's  journal,  but  which  will  be 

q    '-?{!!•  1[n/r      .1     .     ,  ,         t     i  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  succeeding  day.) 

3.  I  hey  shall  not  be  authorised  to  loan  the  jt,  general  object  was  to  give  to  the  Mayor  and 
credit  of  the  State,  m  any  form  or  for  any  pur-  i  city  Council  of  Baltimore  the  exclusive  right  to 

^?h!!iTn'k  ,  opc^  streets,  &c. 

4.  iney  shall  have  no  power  to  appropriate  \,  r^  u-  a  .w^i»:»»^  «k«  «i«^*«iiv  ^f 
money  for  any  purpose,   or  to  any  objeit  for  i,  ^^«*- Gwinn  briefly  explained  the  neceasity  of 

which  they  are  not  authorised   to  raise  the  sum  \  "»®  =»mcndment. 

so  appropriated  by  a  general  State  tax.  ,      Mr.  Prej«stman  said   he  was  more  satisfied 

5."  They  shall  be  authorised  to  impose  Slate  (  ^'»^"  ^""'^^  ^^^^  ^^^  section  of  the  report  could  not 
t^es  for  the  following  purposes,  and  none  other  have  any  application  to  the  city  of  Baltimore.  If 
whatMever:  For  the  defence  of  the  State,  pay-  i  so,  he  woulif  recrret  to  see  the  amendment  of  his 
ment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  )  collengue  prevail— not  because  he  was  opposed  to 
debt,  to  defray  the  necessnrv  expenses  of  tijc  iti  hut  becmso  it  would  give  the  appearance  that 
l^vemment,  for  the  improvcMicnt  and  prcserva  tJ^e  whole  section  was  intended  to  apply  to  the 
Uon  of  the  public  property,  and  for  the  establish-  ,  city  of  Baltimore. 

ment  of  a  uniform  system  of  public  schools  '  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  dissented  from  this 
throughout  the  State,  adequately  endowed  to  view,  and  <lid  not  understand  that  the  same  gene- 
educate  every  white  child  within  its  limits.  ral  feature  of  the  law  did  not  apply  to  the  city  of 

6.  They  shall  have  no  power  to  except  from  Baltimore  as  well  as  to  other  portions  of  the 
tiic  operation  ,of  any  law,  imposing  a  general    Stale. 
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Mr.  GwiKir  said  he  could  obviate  the  diffieul- 
ty  suggested  by  his  colleague,  as  to  his,  (Mr.  6*s.,) 
amendment,  in  a  moment.  And  he  modified  his 
amendment  with  that  view. 

Mr.  PRESSTMAN  suggcstcd  to  his  colleague  that 
the  amendment  might  perhaps  be  better  iniro- 
duced  at  another  time  and  in  another  form. 

The  object  and  construction  of  the  section  were 
further  explained  by  Messrs.  Chambers,  of  Kent, 

pRESSTMAN,  DoRtBT  RUd  OwiNM. 

Mr.  GwiNM  expressed  his  intention  to  insist  on 
the  amendment  here,  because,  he  said,  he  knew 
of  no  other  place  in  which  it  could  properly  be 
introduced. 

But  Mr.  6.,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  PasssT- 
MAK,  decided  to  offer  the  amendment  as  an  ad- 
ditional section. 

Thereupon,  the  Con? ention  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow at  ten  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  March  1, 1851. 

The  Conyention  met  at  ten  o^clock. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rey.  Mr.  Griffith. 

The  Roll  of  the  members  were  called. 

LICENSE  LAWS. 

The  President  announced  the  following  gen- 
tlemen  as  the  members  composing  the  select 
committee  of  seyen,  yesterdajr  ordered  to  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  the  license  laws: 

Messrs.  Dorset,  Harbine,  Fooks,  Wriqbt, 
Dent,  Weber,  and  Dashiell. 

Mr.  Dorset  asked  to  be  excused  from  senrice. 
It  was  usual  not  to  put  upon  these  committees 

Sintlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  applications, 
e  concurred  in  part  with  his  friend  rrom  Cecil 
in  his  opposition.  He,  (Mr.  D-,)  thought  there 
should  be  a  general  law,  and  not  a  separate  law 
for  any  particular  district  or  neighborhood.  As 
he  was  opposed  to  this  and  could  not  discharge 
the  duty  in  such  a  way  as  would  enable  the  peti- 
tioners to  haye  their  case  fully  considered,  he 
hoped  he  might  be  excused  from  senrice. 

The  Convention  excused  Mr.  Dorset. 

Mr.  Donaldson  was  appointed  by  the  Presi* 
dent  to  supply  the  yacancy. 

the  legislative  department. 

The  President  announced  the  unfinished  bust- 
ness  of  yesterday,  being  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Lisgislative  Department  of  the 
Goyernment. 

Mr.  Thomas  offered  the  following  substitute  : 

^*The  General  Assembly  may  proyide  for  the 
election  or  appointment  of  such  county  officers 
aa  may  be  required,  and  are  not  wholly  authori- 
sed by  this  Constitution,  and  prescribe  their  pow- 
ers and  duties;  but  their  tenure  of  office,  mode 
of  appointment,  and  the  character  of  their  pow- 
ers and  duties  shall  be  uniform  throughoat  the 
State.'* 

The  substitute  btTing  been  read, 


Mr.  Tbomai  said,  ht  did  not  vtnt  to  discw 
the  amendment.  He  merely  aubmitted  it  He 
supposed  the  Conyention  would  foraee  that  that 
were  many  officers  whose  appointment  the  Coo- 
ventjon  would  not  undertake  to  preacribe. 

Mr.  SHBiyBa  asked  the  yeas  aind  nays. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  saM  be  auppoaed  that 
the  question  of  electirg  Levy  Courta,  or  that  item 
in  the  organixation  of  ibt  police  of  the  State  now 
known  to  some  of  the  couotiea  as  Levy  Courts, 
and  existing  in  some  form  in  eyerr  county,  must 
at  some  time  be  decided  upon  by  toe  CoDventioD. 
If  there  was  a  settled  purpose,  aa  he  supposed 
there  was,  to  have  this  done  by  election,  why  not 
now  say  so?    The  Question  had  to  be  acted  upon, 
and  the  action  of  tne  Convention  was  now  en- 
barrassed  for  the  want  of  knowing  bow  these  tri- 
bunals were  to  be  organised.    He  did  not  deiife 
to  introduce  the  question  if  it  would  lead  to  aajr 
difficulty.    But  if  there  was  such  a  settled  pu^ 
pose  on  the  part  of  the  Convention  as  be  had  sup- 
posed, to  adopt  some  plan,  he  thought  it  had  beu 
ter  be  done.    With  a  view,  therefore,  of  testiif 
the  sense  of  the  Convention,  be  had  prepared  it 
amendment  as  a  substitute.    He  dia  net  desire 
to  debate  it,  nor  was  he  solicitous  aa  to  whst  the 
decision  of  the  question  might  be. 

The  substitute  indicated  by  Mr.  C.  was  retd 
as  follows : 

*The  General  Assembly  shall  ayoid  partial  and 
local  legislation  as  far  as  practicable;  and  nuy 
confer  upon  the  Levy  Court  of  each  county,  the 
members  of  which  shall  be  elected  by  the  people 
of  their  respective  counties,  by  general  ticiet 
and  not  by  districts,  such  powers  of  local  legish- 
tion  and  administration  as  rosy  be  necessary,  sad 
all  laws  conferring  nuch  powers  shall  be  geaenJ 
in  their  nature,  and  extend  to  all  the  counties  of 
the  SUte.** 

Mr.  Tbomas  said,  that  the  difference  betwees 
his  proposition  and  that  of  the  gentlemaa  fioa 
Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  was  very  material. 

Mr.  Chambebs.    Oh,  very. 

Mr.  Thomas  proceeded  to  state  that  bia  amend- 
ment proposed  to  leave  to  the  Legidatore  the 
passage  of  laws  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
f uch  county  officers  as  the  Convention  might  not 
expressly  authorise.  Mr.  T.  specified  soaie  of 
them.  I 

His  reason  for  desiring  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  was,  that  in  the  past  legislatioa  of 
the  State,  there  had  been  a  continual  change  ia 
the  mode  of  appointing  even  the  Leyy  Court 
Judra.  At  another  stage  of  the  prooeedinfs, 
he  desired  to  go  to  the  extent  which  the  geotle- 
roan  seemed  to  contemplate  in  another  particQ- 
lar.  He,  (Mr.  T.,)  would  be  glad  to  see  a  pro- 
vision In  the  Constitution  denyioc  to  tbe  Lsgkls- 
ture  the  power  to  make  that  a  crime  In  one  oooa- 
ty  which  was  a  mere  misdemeanor  in  another. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  suggested  that  ths 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Frederick, 
(Mr.  Thomas,)  so  far  as  it  went,  was  precisslj 
his  proposition. 

Some  explanatory  conversation  followed  be- 
tween Messrs.  Thomas  and  Cbambbrs,  of  KMt, 


u  to  the  eKtMil  of  tba  diSerencB  betweca  the  I 
two  propo«ltioa>. 

Mr.  HiRKiCKiUKeiledtbat  there  wii  noiort 
of  iocoDpitibililr  between  the  two  propoiitiaiis.  i 
Both  ware  excellent.  Let  tbem  go  together.  If 
tbef  did  to,  it  *eemed  to  him  that  tber  would  re- 
eeiTe  the  almost  UDaiiiiiious  vote  of  the  ConTeu- 
ikw. 

After  ta  explBDition  b;  Hr.  Datii  u  !□  the  | 
effect  of  tlie  propoiition. 

Mr.  DoKiiY  urged  the  proprietj  of  lettinjt  the  | 
natter  to  the  Legialatiira.  T^ejr  would  make 
meh  piTKiiioD  ai  thej  deemed  right  and  proper,  | 
and  the  ConTention,  he  thought,  should  not  check  I 
or  eootiol  their  action  in  thli  rcspecL  The  local ' 
■itoation  of  each  county  end  of  the  parta  of  coun- 
ties were  lubjects  to  be  considered  bj  the  Legii-  I 
lature.and  ha  wu  rorleaTingllhem  untrammeled 
If  tba  desifcn  was  to  aboliBntli  local  legiilalioD, 
■tid  to  Mf  that  all  electiona  should  be  genermi,  the 
proTiaioii  would  inlerfare  unjuiilj  with  the  Le-  ' 
pelature,  and  impose  realrietions  upon  the  com-  | 
Banitj  which  should  not  be  impoeed.  We 
dwuld  b«  much  better  protected  by  learlns  the 
power  Ibare  thae  elsewhere.  And  such  a  mode, 
It  appeared  to  him,  would  do  justice  to  ererj  I 
part  of  the  Btale. 

Mr.  Maaaicathenoireredtbefollowingamend- 
ment,  ai  a  subslilule  for  the  aid  aection : 

"The  Levy  Courts  or  Commissioners  of  the 
ssTeral  counties  of  tlie  Stile,  shall  be  elected  by 
(eiteral  ticket  and  not  by  districts,  by  the  loten 
of  the  respective  counties;  and  said  comminion- 
era  shall  exeroiie  such  powers  ind  duties  only  as 
the  L^islalure  may  prescribe,  but  soch  powers 
and  duties  as  shall  be  unifomi  throughout  the 
State— and  the  QBDCr*!  Ayembly  maf  proTide 
for  the  election  or  appointment  of  such  other 
county  officers  s*  msj  be  required,  and  are  not 
prvviaed  for  by  this  Consiiiuiion,  ind  prescribe 
tlieir  powen  ard  duties,  but  their  tenure  of  of- 
fice, their  powers  and  duties  and  mode  of  b[k 
pointmenl shall  be  unifomi  throughout  the  Stale." 

Hr.  Tsouit.  I  will  accept  that.  It  is  pre- 
eiady  the  Idea  I  was  aiming  it. 

Mr.  Cbimbus,  of  Kent.  It  does  Dot  answer 
th«  proposition  I  had  in  view.  But  [  do  not  de- 
■ira  to  create  any  difficulty.  And  I  will,  there- 
fore, acMpt  it 

ComTABLi  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "oi 
■ppoiDtment,"  [but  withdrew  the  motion  ]   , 

After  tome  conversation  on  the  part  of  Messn 
Taowas,  CmiiBaM,  of  Kan 


Ilia  tfMttioii  nenmd  on  the  UMndBent  of   ' 
Mr.  HutBicK. 

CaisrlBU  OMTod  to  amend  the  amend- 


ment, by  striking  oat  Ibe  words  "Levy  Court* 
w,''  [so  H  to  let  It  stand  "eommisiioDera."] 

Mr.  RutotLTnid,  be  saw  what  the  idea  which 
ihefentlemao  fhxn  lE»nt,{Mr.Chambei*,)  desired 
10  carry  out  was,  and  it  waa  a  very  proper  one. 
To  remote  all  difficulty,  he  would  idTer  a  propo- 
iition, that  alt  Ibeaa  particular  auUiorities  should 
be  knownlb;  oae  name  throu^uiut  the  county. 

Mr.  RiDDiLTtheti  moved toamendaaid  amend* 
ment,  by  striklDE  oat  these  words:  "the  Levy 
Courts  or  CommtssioiHiii  of  tha  several  counties 
of  the  Slate,''  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following ; 

"That  the  county  authorities  now  known  as 
lev;  courts  or  county  commissioners,  shall  here- 
ifter  bo  styled  commissionen,  and-." 

Mr.  Thomas  said,  that  the  propoaltion  waa'ae- 
septable  to  him. 

Mr.  Maaaica  accepted  the  amendment  aa  a 
modification  of  his  own  proposition. 

Hr.  CaisriiLD  sunested  that  instead  of  the 
wordt  "county  commissioners,"  the  words  "com- 
missioners of        county"  should  be  insetted. 
Mr.  RiDOELT  said,  the  idea  was  the  same. 
Mr.   CaisriELD  withdrew  his  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  words  "Levy  Court*  or." 

Mr.  McMasteb  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"by  general  ticket,  and  not" 

Mr.  DouET  seconded  the  motion  of  Hr.  Hc- 
HAsraa,  and  stated  hb  objections  to  the  general 
ticket  lystem. 

Mr.  FRELri  replied,  and  slated  that  no  such 
evils  as  the  gentleman  spoke  of  had,  within  bis 
knowledge,  attended  the  general  titiket  sptem. 
Hr.  Wbibht  moved  the  previous  question. 
The  PaMinaHTproceedw]  to  ascertain  whether 
Hr.  BrcBiHiH  desired  to  submit  an  amend. 


Mr.  Chasiiebs,  of  Kent,  moved  to  strike 
11m  word*  "or  commissioners.'' 

Hr.  Blaeistohb  suggested  that,  if  uniformity' 
waa  going  to  be  provided  for,  the  time  of  elaotioc 
and  the  tenure  of  office  should  be  fixed. 

Mr.  JoBM  NawcDHEB  opposed  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  Davis  auggeslod  soma  considerations  why 
the  provision  proposed  would  operate  injuriously. 

iTM  question  waa  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Cbahxu,  of  Kent,  to  strike  out  the  words 

The 


The  Pbesidehi  stated  that  no  motion  wai  in 
order  while  the  Convention  was  dividing. 

And  the  question  having  been  taken,  the  Con- 
vention refused  to  aeeond  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
Tioua  question. 

Mr.  McHcHRT  indicated  his  deeire  to  offer  an 
amendment- 
Mr.  CbaHbeRs,  of  Kent,  suggealed  that  it 
would  be  better  that  the  vote  should  be  taken  on 
the  single  question  of  Districts  or  Counties,  and 
that  other  amendments  should  come  in  aUvt- 

Mr.  McHiHnT  said,  that  a  committee  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  had  had  under  consideratioB  a 
general  plan  of  local  o^anizatian.  It  seemed  to 
be  almost  the  only  subject  which  had  been  eu- 
liusted  to  the  keeping  of  that  oommitlae  The 
amendmeni  before  tha  Convention  took  one 
branch  of  that  subject  (relating  to  County  Com- 
mitsioncrt)  out  of  the  bands  of  the  «nB,tvMjw, 
thus  dislocating  and  tbteMVo^Voiin  ow&oKisia^^m 
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per  to  annihilate  one  of  its  committees  in  this 
way,  well  and  good.     He  had  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  McH£NRT  then  moved  to  amend  the  thir- 
ty-fourth section  in  the  report,  by  inserting  af- 
ter the  words  *'Gf.neial  Assembly,"  the  words 
**8hall  past  no  special  or  local  act,  but/*  and  fill- 
ing the  blank  in  the  first  line,  with  the  words  *4o- 
cal  authorities."  Also  insert  before  the  word 
"powers"  in  the  second  line,  the  word  *'addilion- 
al." 

After  a  few  words  by 

Mr.  Dorset,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
PaELrs—and  by 

Mr.  Bell— in  fovor  of  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem, of  the  evils  of  which,  as  here  spoken  of,  no 
knowledge  had  (he  said)  come   to  his  possession. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  branch  of 
t^e  amendment  of  Mr.  McHenrt; 

And  it  was  rejected. 

And  the  queiition  was  taken   on   the  second' 
'branch  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McIIbnrt  ; 

And  it  was  rejected. 

And  the  third  branch  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
McHenrt,  inserting  the  word  "additional,"  was 
rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr  McMaster,  to  strike  out  the  words  "by  gen- 
eral ticket  and  not." 

Mr.  McMaster  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  anoend- 
ment  was  rejected. 

The.question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Merrick. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  amend  said  amendment 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

"Provided,  This  article  sliall  be  ro  construed 
as  not  to  prevent  the  Legislature  from  passing 
any  law  or  laws  to  open  the  public  roads  when 
two  or  more  counties  are  interested." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Merrick  as  amended. 

Mr.  Weems  called  for  a  division,  which  was 
ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  branch  of 
the  amendment,  in  these  words : 

"That  the  county  authorities  now  known  as 
Levy  Courts  or  County  Commissioners,  shall 
hereafter  be  styled  "Commissioners.'* 

The  first  branch  of  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  second  branch  of 
the  amendment,  as  follows : 

"And  shall  be  elected  hy  general  ticket,  and 
not  by  districts,  by  the  voters  of  the  respective 
counties  '* 

Mr.  Dorset  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows : 

Jjfirma.'ii'f — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Blak- 

inone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Uicaud,  Lee,  Chambers 

of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Sellman,  Weems,  Bond,  Wer- 

rick,  iiuc/ianan,  BeU,  Welch,   Ridgely,  Lloyd, 

Cohioo,  Cristteldt  Dashiell,  Phelpt,  Cont\ab\e^ 


Chambers  of  Cecil,  Miller,  McLane,  Onsen, 
George,  Wricht,  Hearn,  Thomas,  Shriver,  Gai- 
ther,  Biser,  Sappington,  Stephenson,  Thawley, 
Stewart  of  Caroline,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Sher- 
wood of  Baltimore  city,  Ware,  Fiery,  Neill,  Jno. 
Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Davis, 
Kilgour,  Weber,  Hollyday  and  Shower— 52. 

JSTegative — Messrs.  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells, 
Randall,  Kent,  James  U.  Dennis,  Bowie,  Mc- 
Master,  Fooks,  McHcnry  and  Slicer — 11. 

So  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

The  third  and  last  branch  of  the  amendment 
was  then  adopted  as  follows  : 

"And  said  commissioners  shall  exercise  sudi. 
powers  and  duties  only  as  the   Legislature  maT- 
prescribe,  but  such   powers  and  duties  shall  bo- 
uniform  throughout  the  State;  and  the  General 
Assembly  may  provide  for  the  election  or  appoint^ 
ment  of  such  other  county  officers  as  may  be  re* 
quired,  and  are  not  provided  for  by  tiiis  constitu- 
tion, and  prescribe  their  powers  and   duties,  bat 
their  tenure  of  office,  their  powers  and  duties  and 
mode  of  appointment  shall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  State." 

The  second  amendment  was  then  adopted  as  a 
substitute  for  the  thirty-fourth  section  of  the  re- 
port. 

The   thirty-fifth  section  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  35lh.  Every  bill  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly,  when  engrossed,  shall  be  presented  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  to  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being,  who  shall  sign  the  same, 'and  thereto  affix 
the  great  seal  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of 
both  Houses;  every  law  shall  be  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  Western 
Shoic,  and  in  due  time  be  printed,  published  and 
certified  under  the  great  seal  to  the  several  coun- 
ty courts  in  the  same  manner  as  has  been  hereto- 
fore usual  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Grason  moved  to  amend  the  section  bj 
striking  out  all  of  said  section  to  the  word 
"Houses,''  inclusive,  in  the  fifth  line,  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

.  "Every  bill  when  passed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, and  sealed  with  the  great  seal,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  Governor,  who  shall  sign  the 
same  in  the  presence  of  the  presiding  ofi5eers and 
chief  clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Dele- 
gates.*' 

Mr.  G.  explained  the  inconveniences  attend- 
ant upon  llic  obligation  that  the  Governor  should 
sign  b|lls  in  the  presence  of  the  two  Houses.  &c. 
It  was  the  object  of^the  amendment  to  obvitte 
those  inconveniencies. 

Mr.  Phelps  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne,  (Gra- 
son,) and  thought  that  the  proposition  would  be 
an  improvement.on  the  section  as  it  stood  in  the 
bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  branch  of  the  section  was  then 
adopted. 
\     Km  the  section,  as  amended,  wu  adopted. 


Tb*  ihitty-flwoDd  ■•cl><n  of  th«  repoK  wm 
lead,  and  no  anieudmeiil  )iBvin|[  been  offend 


ihgll  Imve  a  sea  ineilLe  House  of  ilie  General 
AsscDiblj  (I  be  eligible  to  any  ofRca  of  iirofit  or 
trust  undiT  IliisSUlr,  imtiiliosliiill  ha»e  account- 
ed for  and  paid  Into  llie  Treasuij  all  lums  fur 
which  hu  muj  bv  liable. 

Ttie  tliiri}-»<;venlh  aection  of  Ihu  repoit  wa< 
read,  »*  follow!  : 

Sic.  371h.  All  taws  and  parta  of  lawa  not  in- 
co^'ibtciit  Willi  IbiiConatilution,  ahall  continnc 
in  fiirce  accordh|(  to  their  rerpcctiTo  pro>iair>n3, 
Mibject,  neverthleiB,  lo  be  altered,  amended  or 
repealed  by  1  he  General  Aa^leDlblJr. 

JMr.  CHaHBiai  of  Kf  n(,  ^UE£F<tci1  tbe  propriu- 
tf  of  itriking  out  the  lait  part  of  llir  aection. 

Mr.  DoKiiT  ebjectrd  to  tlis  motion. 

Mr.  Thohas  auseeittd  that  tlie  wholo  section 
it  itriekeii  out. 

Some  CDnTer<;:]li:>n  folloned  between  Meun. 
Chaubku   of  Kli.1,  Thoshs  and  DoRsiT,  when 

Mr  PHUSTMAW  I'ullowing  Iha  lugseilion  of 
Mr  THDHai  moTed  toatrlie  outlhcacction. 

Mr  Chimbeni,  of  Kent,  acDepledtlie  motion 
ai  0  Diodilleaiiun  of  hii  own  propoaitlon. 

Mr.  DoaiET  inaisted  on  Ih*  propriety  of  rs- 
taining  the  aectioii,  but  moved  lu  atnend  it  by  ad- 
ding at  the  end  (hereof  iho  following  proviso  : 

"  Provided  such  amendment,  alteration  or  re- 
peal be  not  incaniistent  witb  Ibo  fundamental 
jiriiii'iili-^  nf  ,ini,|f.,l  iitsiJce  lid  right,  or  the 
■(iri".i..    .   ..|  :';.T     .-I!     tmndlhoUniiGd  Slates, 

The  a. 

AndU 
to. 

So  the  aection  nas  stricken  .  _ 

Mr.  FiiELFs  then  moved  to  umend  said  report 
bj  inaertiDg  aa  the  Ihirty-xercnth  atction,  the  fol- 

^c.  31th  Any  citizen  of  this  Stale  who  shall, 
after  tha  adoptiuu  of  thia  Canstitulion,  fight  - 
duel  with  deodly  weaponi,  or  send  or  accept 
challenge  to  fight  a  due]  with  deadly  weapons, 
either  in  or  out  'if  ihe  Slate,  dt  who  shall  act  ai 
second  ^)t  knowin^^ly  aid  or  aatiat  in  any  manne: 
those  ofier.iline:.  lIiiIi  be  depriied  of  holding  nm 
office  of  trust  or  profit  under  this  Slate." 

Mr.  Fhilpi  asked  the  yeas  and  navs,  wliiclj 
were  ordered,  and  boing  taken,  resulted   ai  fol- 

JMirma(ia«.— Mesara.  Chapman,  E'res'l,  Dent, 
Lee,  Chainl>eTs,or  Kent,  l>onald$uii,  Uamlull, 
Kent,  Bell.  Ridgcly,  James  U.  Dciuii-,  Cri-fiuld 
Dashiell, Phelps,  McMa>ter,  ;  ,  [_ 

Tor.  Gaither.biser.gtiii  .  ■  .  ,|. 

castle,  Sherwood,  of  I^i'.  |  n-. 

ry,  Neill,   John  Nei 


Wrifbt,  ThomH,Saj)pincb)D,MoE)aiirr.  Owinn, 
Jlrent.  of  fialtigiwBerij.riMatmu,  KUcmir  and 
HollydaT-a9. . 

So  the  artieDdmenl  wai  agreed  to. 

!M  I'HxLt^  moved  further  lo  amend  said  re- 
port, by  inseniiiit  M  'be  lhirly-eiE'>th  section 
Uicltol'  iha  iollowing  : 

>'  Sec  3Slh.  No  lottery  grant  shall  ever  here- 
after be  authorised  hy  ilie  Legislature  of  thia 
State." 

niu  amendment  was  adopled. 

.Mr.  I'liiLis  iiLoicd  furtbur  lo  amend  Said  re- 
port by  iiiseriiug   3f    the   thirlj-ninth   lection   of 

>c.  yO/ft,  All  property,  both    real   and  per- 

,of  ilie  u].,,,  u.u.i^lu;  i-aiiiieil  by  her  before 

ia:,-e,  and    bat  acquired    by  gift,   devise,  or 

descent,  ^hall  ha  liar  wparalci  property,  nod  lawa 

nliall  bo  parsed  by  the  Legialature,  more  clearly 


Net 


r.  Dai 


1.  Wul, 


//igotiit^Mestrs.  Jll  <.>'  '  .  '  .  Hopewell  Ri- 
cetid,  Mitchell,  Dorscv.  \. .  .,  WeciM,  iionj, 
Merrick,  Suehanan,  Welch,  Lloyd,  Colston,  Con- 


defining  ihe  rights  nf  the  wifeinreiatioa  to  liei 

pa  rate  pri-piirty.'' 

Thi4  auiuiidment,  as  originally  ofiered,  was 
mndilicd  on  t)io  su}!g«Ftlon  of 

Mr.  llAKfliN-E.  wtio  thought  Uial  Ihe  worda  "or 
aimed,"  should  be  atricken  out- 
Mr.  Pheli's  accepted  the  modification. 

The  que!lio:>  was  takuu  and  the  article  waa 
adopted. 

Mr.  DoK^Ki  moved  a  I'ccunsideration  of  the 
TOte  adoplini;  ibe  suid  last  amendment. 

Tlic  motion  to  nsconsidei  was  brieBy  spoken 
to  by  .Messri.  Chambeks.  of  Kent,  Pressthak, 
DoMALUsos,  MlteiiELL,  Randall  and   PnELre, 

The  (|u<i9li.>ii  iraa  (alien  and  the  motion  to  re- 
coTBidcr  was  agreed  to. 

^lr.  CsisriELD  moved  lo  strike  out  the  nhole 
of  the  Mild  <.!cliL:ii    lid  insert  the  following: 

"The  General  Assembly  shall  ]i-j.-~  iaus  ne- 
eeaary  to  protect  ilip  f  '    ,■■■'■  ■■  "  i!r  fiom 

the  debU  of  the  hiisba ,  i       ■  .  aid  for 

■ecurins  the  same  to  I .  .    death." 

Mr.  Pit  EL  PS  niodlhed  bis  otigiiiai  propositioit 
in  accordauec  with  the  auggesliun  of  Mr.  Cais- 

And  the  amendment  of  Mr,  Fuelfs,  as  thus 
modified,  wai,  agroed  ta. 

Mr.  GwiKN  now  renewed  the  propoaition  here- 
tijfore  ulfured,  h\A  withdrawn  by  him,  in  Ihe   ol- 

"Tbc  "or  and  elty  Council  of  OaJtimDre 
'i-i>i/ 1  i^lit  lo  open  and  close 
.Li  -'A  ■■•.  I  : '"  utid  alleys  within  the  limits  of 
the  said  city  ;  but  nothing  in  th;s  aection  shall  be 
construed  to  preicnt  the  Logisialure  from  pas- 
sini;  aiij  general  law  directing  the  process  which 
(hull  ho  bad  ill  such  ca<es,  or  from  prescribiuL'  a 
general  rule  of  com|iensalioii  to  the  parlies  who 

J  be  injuied  Ihereb)." 
r.  UwiKK  oxplaincd  the  object  and  effect  of 

Mr.  BcLL  moved  to  amend  Faid  amendment  by 
adding  at  the  end  theieof  the  following  proviio  : 

"  Provided,  that  all  persons  in  the  cily  pelilioti- 
ing  (or  opening  or  clojing  such  streels,  luw.'^  m 
alleys,  shall  paj  aU  tiic  e.-i7inwLivi«4.ii->M  ^«-"»o* 
tM  th«  unw.'^ 
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Mr.  RiDOBLT  moTed  to  postpone  the  eonflidera- 
tion  of  raid  section  and  ameDdment,  (with  a  view 
to  its  more  mature  consideration.) 

Determined  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

Mr.  FiTZPATaicK  moved  to  amend  said  report 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  as  an  additional 
section,  the  following : 

*'  Ste.  A\a,  The  Legislature  shall,  at  the  se- 
cond session  after  the  adoption  of  tliis  constitu- 
tion, provide  bj  law  for  exempting  from  execu- 
tion not  m^re  than  five  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
the  household  furniture ,  or  other  property  be- 
loni^ing  to  each  family  in  this  State.** 

Pending  the  question  on  this  amendment. 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  Monday  morn- 
ing at  10  o*cIock. 


MONDAY,  March  3, 1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o*clock. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grauff. 
.  The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read. 

THE  LI018LATIVB  DBPARTMBVT. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  legislative  department  of 
the  government. 


R0MB8TBAD   BXBMPTION. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  fallowing 
amendment,  offered  on  Saturday  last  by  Mr. 
FiTZPATRiCK,  as  an  additional  section  to  the  re- 
port* 

'*Sec.  Alst,  The  Legislature  shall  at  the  sec- 
ond session  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion provide  by  law  for  exempting  from  execution 
not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars  worth  of  the 
household  furniture,  or  other  property  belonging 
to  each  family  in  this  State.'* 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  moved  to  amend 
said  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  word  "five,** 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  *  seven.*' 

Mr.  Presstman  said,  he  did  not  see  the|;entle- 
mau  from  Allegany,  (Mr.  Fitzpatrick,)  who 
had  offered  the  amendment,  in  his  seat.  Per- 
haps, it  would  be  well  that  the  amendment  should 
be  passed  over  informally  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Weber  said,  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Fitzpat- 
rick,) had  no  desire  that  the  proposition  should 
be  passed  over,  in  consequence  of^  his  absence. 

Mr.  Mitchell  said,  it  struck  him,  that  if  this 
proposition  was  agreed  to,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  a  poor  roan  to  get  any  credit;  and  credit  was 
as  necessary  as  money  to  a  poor  man — in  fact, 
more  so.  He  was  in  favor,  as  every  man  who 
knew  him  would  testify,  of  doing  all  he  could  for 
the  poor.  But  if  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
should  be  exempted— if  he  was  only  worth  that 
sum  or  less,  who  would  take  his  oute?  No  one — 
because  he  would  have  no  sort  of  guaranty  for 
the  payment  Upon  this  ground,  and  upon  no 
other,  he  ahouJd  oppo6e  the  propouUoo. 


Mr.  McMastkr.  To  carry  out  the  view  of 
the  geiitleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Mitchell,)  1 
move  to  strike  out  "five**  hundred,  and  insert 
"one**  hundred. 

Mr.  Shrivbr.    I   call   for   a  division  of  the 
qnestion. 
Which  was  ordered. 
The  motion  to  strike  out  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Harbike  desired  to  enquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Caroline,  (Mr.  Stewart.)  whether  his 
amendment  made  it  obligatory  on  the  legislatore 
to  exempt  from  execution,  seven  hundred  doliara 
worth  01  property.   The  original  proposition  was 
that  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars 
should  be  exempted. 

Now,  if  he  understood  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  fh>m  Caroline,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  it  made 
it  obligatorv  on  the  legislature  to  exempt  aeven 
hundred  dollars.    He,  [Mr.  H.,1   thought  that 
this  matter  ought  to  be  left  to  tne  legialatafe. 
Without  any  such  provision,  the  legislature  bad 
the  right  and  the  power  to  exempt  proper^  fron 
execution.    The  fact  that  they  did  not  do  it,  ren- 
dered it  probable,  that  they  did  not  think  it  re- 
ouisite  that  it  should  be  done.    He  thought  tint 
tne  original  proposition  was  the  best. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  said,  that  the  ob- 
jeclion  which  he  had  to  the  section  as  it  nev 
stood,  was  that  it  left  the  tnatter  vacillating  aod 
uncertain.  One  year  |300  might  be  ezempted- 
another  year  |300 — and  so  on.  It  would  bet 
constant  subject  of  change  and  discussion.  If 
any  thing  was  to  be  done,  he  thought  that  the 
amount  ought  to  be  fixed,  and  that  the  Lensls- 
ture  should  have  no  power  to  change  it.  What- 
ever the  amount  was  it  should  be  certain. 

As  to  the  objeetion  of  the  gentleman  fron 
Kent,  (Mr.  Mitchell,)  it  was  true  that  a  poor 
man  might  not  under  this  article  obtain  any  more 
credit  than  if  he  had  nothing,  but  he  would  cer- 
tainly be  so  much  better  off.  By  this  amend- 
ment, this  amount  would  be  secured  to  the  party 
and  his  family. 

Mr-  Wrioht  (very  imperfectly  heard  by  the 
reporter,)  was  understood  to  express  his  concur- 
rence in  the  views  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kent,  (Mr.  Mitchell,)  and  he,  (Mr.  W.,) 
trusted  that  the  Convention  would  not  fix  upoa 
any  sum  to  be  exempted. 

He  referred  to  an  act  which  had  heretofore 
been  passed  by  the  Legislature,  exeroptiog  pro- 
perty irom  execution  to  the  amount  of  #50.  The 
law  created  much  feeling  all  over  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  petitions  flowed  in  from  all  quar- 
ters, and  that  familise  were  left  houseless  aod 
unprovided  for,  because  no  one  would  trust  them; 
and  that  they  were  prevented  from  obtaining 
credit  by  the  very  steps  which  the  L^islature 
had  taken  for  their  protection.  He  hoped  that 
the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr. 
Mitchell,)  would  be  carried  out — that  no  steps 
would  be  taken:  but  that  the  whole  matter  would 
be  left  to  the  Legislature  to  make  such  provisioa 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  time  might  call  for. 

Mr.  Mitchell  said,  he  understood  perfbeCly 
the  object  his  friend  from  Caroline,  (Mr.  Stew- 
art,) had  in  view.    It  was  to  benefit  the  poorer 
\^\iMQf  QUE  citizens.     But  bia  friend 


^ 


1 


iOjl 


I.     H«  (Mr.  M.)  unirad  him,  Uiit  the  tsij  t 

S  which  ths  geDtlemin  dnirid  to  io  would 
I  injurioualj  upon  those  whom  he  wiihed  to 
lect.  Hb  (Mr.  M.)  knew  ihit  the  gentlemaa 
I  a  Terj  good  heirt,  and  Ihil  he  did  muoh  to-  | 
rdi  the  lupport  or  a  uumbeT  of  perioo)  in  hit  i 
sngion.  He  (Mr.  M.)  felt  wre  that  hie 
■ni  would  not  t*lie  the  note  of  luch  k  m«D  if  ' 
bw  ebould  go  into  operation.  I 

Ir.  Stewxkt,  of  Caroline,  »id  he  would  nj  | 
raid  in  replj  (o  the  oomplimantarj  alluiion 
ch  had  been  made  to  bim  bj  Ihe  gealleman 
D  Kent,  [Mr.  Mitchell  ) 
la,  (Mr.  S.,)  hsd  not  yet  been  able  toutiaf; 
OWD  mind  whether  It  would  be  betUr  for  the 

■  of  the  people,  that  there  ihould  be  a  home- 
,fl  enrnption  or  not.  All  ha  uid,  wai,  that'i 
ia  CDiiTeiiti<Hi  should  determiDe  to  adopt  luch  I 
riociple,  thej  ihouId  fii  the  imount  in  the  ar- 
A,  and  (hould  not  leave  it  to  the  legiilature,  to 
fteonitant  luhject- matter  of  contention.  He 
•d  DOl,  whether  the  (um  wai  fifl}r,  &>ehun- , 
d,  or  una  hundred  dollin-,  but,  whatevar 
waa,  let  it  be  fixed   in   Ihe  Constitution— thai 

■  .letiiUture  might  neither  ga  below,  nor 
or*  It.  Hewufrce  to  uj, that  be  thought 
eh  ft  [MtKisioa  would  operate  beneficl^; 
mngbout  the  Slate. 

Hr.  PacLri  uid,  it  teemed  to  him  that  aueh  a 
eriaion  engrafted  upon  the  Conititulion, would 
of  oo  Talue.  Under  the  old  Constitution,  the 
[iilature  had  from  time  to  time  exempted  pro- 
rlj  from  execution.  He  cited  a  eaae.  [f  the 
jalature  bvl  the  power  to  do  this  under  Ihe 
,  Comtilution,  thej  would  equally  po«eas  the 
war  under  Ihe  new  one. 
fie,  howerer,  wai  opposed  to  the  ptinotpla. 
I  knew  that  such  a  proviaion  had  been  engraft- 
on  the  Conslitutioni  of  manj  of  the  new 
itai,  and  it  mij[ht  work  well  in  a  new  countrr 


ferent.    Ourci  .     , 

■iou*  ramlGeations  of  buiineas,  and  he  did  not  I 
I  that  anj  good  oould  grow  oat  of  such  a  pro- 
ion.  He  conGrm«d  the  view  taken  b  j  the  gart-  . 
manfroiu  Kent,  (Mr.  Mitchell,)  and  eiprei- 
1  tba  opinion  that  the  provision  would  embar- 
a  the  Terr  elan  for  whose  benefit  it  wai 
ended. 

Hr.  MiTCHtLL,  (to  the  Chair.)    b  it  in  order 
move  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  section .' 
Tht  PaciiDCMT.    It  is  not  in  order. 
Mr.  HrrcHtLi     I  mOTBlhatthe  si)bjecl  mat> 
'  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
Mr.  HaaiiKi.    1  call  for  the  je*<  and  najs. 
Hr.  HrrciKLi..    At  the  request  of  gentlemeTi 
ar  me,  1  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay   on   Ihe 

Mr  Dorsey,  in  conflrmaUon  of  the  slatemeni 
idabj  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr. 
ri^l,)  cit«l  the  Act  of  the  General  Assatnblf , 
ned  the  sixteenth  of  February,  lB3t,  entitled 
M  Act  foi  the  relief  of  poor  and  distressed  fa- 
iUea,  in  caaei  of  execulion  for  dehl  aod  dtitreM 
nrML"    Bftblilaw,  Iba  bed,  teddioe  an) 

SI 


■ppirel,  or  olber  neeeanry  artlclM  of 
»ping  were  exempted  from  eiecuUon. 
Mr.  HcLake.  Is  that  law  now  in  force  1 
Mr  DoaaiT.  It  is  not  la  the  followlBK 
year,  (February  4,  1899,)  when  the  pntoUeal 
operation  of  the  law  had  been  tested,  the  ligisla- 
ture  ftmai  an  act  by  wljieh  it  was  hpaued. 
He  recollected  aomethiog  of  the  rffeet  of  tUa 
law.  The  opioioa  was  uniienal  anoog  tba 
poprer  claaaei,  that  it  wia  the  moat  impruoant, 
impolitit  and  inconvenient  measure  that  eould  ba 
adopted  for  them.  They  eould  not  get  credit 
lor  their  families  even  where  they  were  almoat 
i\M.crios.  They  oould  not  rent  bouara  they 
iiould  get  credit  for  nothing  which  their  families 
might  need,  until  lecuril;  could  be  obtained. 
The  poorer  classes,  diasatttfied  with  it,  u  he  un- 
derstood, almoat  to  a  man,  came  forward  and 
ilemanded  of  Ihair  representative*  the  repeal  of 
the  law,  and  it  had   been  repealed  as  be  had 

Mr.  McMiiTta,  (to the Preaident}    laaaub- 

The  PaaaiDaNT.    Not  at  tbii  time. 
Mr.    Srawiar,  of  Carolina,  withdrew    tba 
amendment  oSered  by  bim,  and  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words  "not 
son  than  " 

The  igueation  wai  taken  and  the  amendinaM 

Mr.  McMasth  offered  the   following  inbrti> 

"That  the  Legislature  shall,  at  the  second  aea- 
lioa  aflar  the  adoption  of  this  Coaalilution.  prct- 
ride  by  law  fur  the  exemption  from  eseoatlon  of 
one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  Household  F^imi- 
lure  or  other  properly  belonging  lo  each  family 
in  this  State."  , 

Mr.  KiLooaa  asked  the  yeu  and  nays,  which 
were  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rabslitale 
nf  Mr.  McMuTEa.  and  it  was  rejeeied. 

The  queation  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  at  qBered  by  Mr.  FiTiraTaicx, 

Hr.  HaaaiHX  uked  the  yeas  and  naya,  irtich 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  reiulled  as  fol- 


of  Caroline,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city,  Ware, 
Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Mich'l 
Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Weber  and  Smith — 38. 

/figalitt, — Messrs.  Chspmau,  KresidanI,  Lee, 
Chambera.  of  Kent.  Mitchell,  DonaLlian,  Dor- 
sey.  Wells,  Jenifer,  Welob,  Colston,  James  U. 
Dennis,  Crisfield.  Hicks,  Phetpi,  Sprigg,  Qra<on, 
Wright,  McMsster,  Haam,  Fooks,  Jacobs,  Sap- 

'  pinglon,  Stephenson,  'Ihawley,  Hardoastle, 
Gwian,   Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent,  of 

,  Baltimore  city,  Freutman,  Hollyday  and  Slioer 

1—31. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejectjtii. 
Mr.  BxtVT,  ot  B*\\.\nmt*  wVj,*i«i  w.otA>«» 
amend  *ud  report,  \>i  aiSo*  aX  'Co*  «oi  Wm«a> 
a>  ut  aidfttOMl  Mtton,  *»  teW-JwVoi  ■. 


■<  In  til  eiMt  where  the  bud  of  ■  fimil;  ihall 
die  or  twcoma  iuolreiil  owning  a  dweUIng  houBe 
or  bocaeitead  rumilurs  in  >  dwilling  house  or 
oUier  proptrlj,  not  exceeding  hundred  dol- 

bn,  Mid  houw.  homateBd  furnitnra  or  other 
DTD^rt;  ihitt  be  exempt  from  Hdmioiilratiaii  or 
liBOilitj  to  credllon,  bul  ah^ll  thereupon  beJong 
in  equal  parU  to  the  family  of  said  deceaaed  or 
huolient,  slid  in  the  erept  iliit  raid  dwelling 
bouw,  homeitead  fomitura  or  other  properlj. 
•ball  Biceed  the  value  of  dollars,  then  there 
•ball  be  a  prefiHred  lien  on  the  laid  properu  to 
IbeamooDtor  dollan,  for  the  equal  benefit  ol 
fail  or  her  uid  fkmily." 

The  anepdment  haTing  been  read, 

Mr.  BaeiiT  laid,  the  object  of  hia  amendnienl 
waito  exeoipl  furnilure  or  dwelling  houses.  It 
teemed  to  him  that  (hii  could  be  done  eSectuall; 
in  HTea  or  eight  linra  in  the  Constitution,  with- 
out referrin[  the  matter  to  the  leeitliture.  He 
thought  Ihe  amendment  would  dispose  of  Ihts 
whole  queilioo. 

Mr.  JiNiFEB  raid,  if  ha  understood  the  amand- 
ment  it  waa  confiaed  escluaivelj  to  person  i  own- 
ing; houses  or  furailute.  To  auupij  the  defect 
>  wnich,  he  thougbt,  existed  in  the  amendmelit, 
lie  offered  an  amendment  to  tbia  eSect  i 


itbiSOO. 


The  pRismtHT.  Doe*  lh«  gentlemaa  from 
Baltimore  cii;,  (Mr.  Srenl,)  move  to  fill  the 
blank  with  any  particular  mm  t 

Mr.  UaaHr.    Not  now,  sir. 

The  Pbeiident.  It  will  be  too  lale  when  the 
question  has  been  taken. 

Mr.  BaiNT.  I  move  la  fill  the  blank  with  Eve 
hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  KtAHK  roae  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
was  undenLood  to  enquire  whether  (his  was  not 
etsenliall]'  the  aame  propoailion  which  had  been 
already  voted  dawn.  If  so,  he  submilted  that  it 
was  not  in  order. 

The  President.  The  Chair  thinlu  the  pro- 
position is  diHerent  from  Ihal  whicn  his  been 
already  yoled  down,  and  thai  it  is  in  order. 

The  quetlioti  ihen  recurred  and  was  taken  on 
Ibe  motion  of  Mr.  Breht,  of  Baltimore  city,  to 
£11  Ihe  blank  with  tSOD. 

But  noquoruni  voted. 

iVr.  ScHLET.  1  would  like  (o  hear  the  whole 
proposition  readi  [and  il  was  read  ] 

The  question  was  then  af^in  taken  on  the  mo- 
ticn  to  bll  the  blank  with  |500~-and  by  yeas  34, 
noes  31,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  John  Newcouir  moved  to  fill  the  blank  ' 
with  tSOD, 

Mr.   Hicsi.    1  move  to  fill   the  blank  with  , 

The  question  was  taken  first  on  the  highest 
number. 

Mr.  ScBLei  asked  Ihe  yeas  and  nays  which 
were   ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 


Crisfield,    Hicks,    Phelpa,    Hcmd,  Fooki,  sad 
Qaither— 8. 

Mfotivi — Metsra.  Chapman,  Pres^,  Blskis- 
lone.  Dent,  Hopewell,  Lee,  Mitchell,  DonaUsao, 
Doisey,  Wells,  Weems,  Jenifer,  Buehaosn,  Bdl, 
Ridgelv,  Celslon,  James  U.  Deonia,  DathUl, 
Conslable,  Cbamhen  of  Cecil,  McLane,  Spn||, 
Bawling,  Grason,  Wright,  McMatter,  Jacste, 
Shriver,  Biser.  Annan,  Sappintcton,  Slephegioi, 
!  Thawley,  Stewart  ofCaroline,Maidcasae,Gwimi, 
Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent  of  Baltinat 
cilv  .Sherwood  ofBaltimore  city.Prevtman.Witi, 
Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  Herbine,  Mi- 
chael Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Weber,  Hollydiy, 
Sheer,  and  Smith— 43. 

^0  Uie  ContentioD  refund  to  fill  the  blank  viifa 
13000. 

Mr.  Weehs  moved  to  fill  il 

Mr.  CaisriELn  ssked  the  yet 

Mr.  Ware  moved  ihal  the  whole  aubjedi 
ter  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  tailed  (lie  jot 
and  nays;  [which  were  ordered.] 

Mr.  CaiiriELD  (to  the  Chair.)  To  what  dou 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  apply' 

The  PaEFiniNT  To  the  whole  proeositin  of 
the  gentteman  from  Baltimore  cily,  (Mr.  Btai-) 

tft.  Cmivteld.  Very  well.  If  thai  B  tbc 
can.  1  am  ready  to  vole  for  (be  motion. 

The  queallDh,  "shall  the  subject  matter  be  liil 
upon  the  table,"  was  then  taken,  and  teaaltui  M 
follows  : 

Jffirmatiti — Messrs  Chaptnan.  PrHl..Pi*a' 
beta,  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Tknej, 
Wells,  Buchanan,  Colston,  James  U.  Deoai^ 
Crisfield,  Dathiell,  Hkks,  Phelps.  GitHt. 
WrJKhl.McMaster,  Hearn.  Fooks,  Jacoba.Gailh- 
er,  Sappinglon.  Stephenson,  Thawley,  Httdcv- 
tle,  Stewerl  of  Baltimore  cily,  ^herwood  of  Bat- 
tiraore  city,  and  Ware— !7. 

^ti-slirt- Messrs.  Blakistone,  Dent.Hopewell, 
Lee,  Weems,  Bond,  Menick,  Jenifer,  Bdl. 
aidgely,  ConBWhle,rhambersorCecil,MeLin(, 
Bowling,  Shriver,  Biser,  Annan,  Stewart  of  Caro- 
line, Gwinn,  llrent  of  Baltimore  citv.  Presadnaa, 
Schleyt  Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  Hatbine.  Mi- 
chael Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Weber,  Hollydat, 
Slicer,  and  Smith— 31. 

So  the  Convention  decided  that  the  subject 
~  '"'    should  not  be  laid  upon  the  table. 


ecurred  on  the  n 
:  blank  with  $eOO. 


The 

Mr.  WEkui.iofilllh 
Mr.  THiWLEV  mo' 
The  motion  of  Mr. 
The   queslion  then 


Mr.  N.    asked 

And  the  question  being  taken ,  ih*  vi 
ayes  Qt;  ni      ■"" 


sslood- 

'Oting. 
Mr.  BnaHT,  of  UaUimore  cily,  aiked  the  jtu 
and  nays  which  were  ordered,  and  beinf  Iskeii, 
resulted  as  follows: 

.iginnatUt — Messrs.  Chapman,  Prcst..  Bbkii- 
tone,  Den(,  Hopewell,  Weemi.  Bond,  Menick- 
.iBMtci,  Bell,  Ridgely,  Jamea  U.  DeDDis,Co» 
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iDf ,  Shriver,  Gaitber,  Btser,  Anntn,  8te- 
00.  Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Sher- 

of  Baltimore  city,  Schlej,  Fiery,  John 
omer,  Uarbine,  Michael  JNewcomer,  Kil- 
Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  and  Smith— 34. 
^MUve — Messrs.  Leo,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
ell,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Well^i,  Buchanan, 
»ii,  Cri-field,  Uashiell,  Hicks,  Phelps,  Gra- 
Vright,  McMasler,  Hearn,  Fooks.  Jacobs, 
ngton,  Tbawle'y,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city, 
reastman — 22. 

the  blank  was  filled  wiih  $300. 
!  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 

Bbent,  of  Baltimore  city,  expressed  the 
that  the  amendment  would  prevail.  It 
d  to  him  but  a  small  boon  to  give  to  the  I 

of  deceased  or  insolvent  persons.  He  ad- 
i  that  cases  might  occur,  even  undei  the 
of  the  proposition,  where  a  family  might 
ttin  relief;  out  it  seemed  to  him  impossible 
'  down  any  other  safe  rule  than  this.  It 
,  however,  operate  upon  the  major  part  of 
ird  cases  of  insolvency,  and  would  rescue 
tie  grasp  of  a  heartless  and  griping  oreditor 
&11  pittance  of  |300  for  the  benefit  of  his 

• 

MiTcncLL.  It  striken  me  that  if  a  man 
I  house  he  would  be  relieved  under  this 
ition,  but  that  if  he  be  a  poor  devil  who 
sots  one,  (laughter,)  he  would  not. 
Brent,  of  Baltimore  city.  The  gentle- 
I  entirely  mistaken  in^  his  construction  of 
mosition.  And  Mr.  B.  explained. 
Prksstman  expreseed  his  regret  that  the 
ition  of  his  colIeaG;ue,  (Mr.  Br<*nt,)  was 
I  could  not  meet  with  his.  (Mr.  PV,)con- 
se.  Far  from  it.  He  should  be  glad  if 
9.  He  did  not  believe  that  it  would 
tptable  to  the  city  ot  Baltimore,  although 
lat  point  a  difference  of   opinion   might 

entertained.  He  referred  to  the  report 
lie  had  himself  made,  providing  for  the 
meot  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  This,  he 
;,  would  be  sufficient  relief. 

addition  to  this  measure,  the  Convention 
hink  proper  to  withd*-aw  from  responsibil- 
1  property  of  a  debtor,  to  the  extent  of 
indred  dollars,  it  would  bear  upon  the 
i;  classes  of  the  city,  so  as  to  cripple  them 
isiderable  extent.  He  referred  to  the  case 
iw,  of  the  operation  of  which,  the  distin- 

gentleman  from    Anne  Arundel,    (Mr. 
)  had  given   his  expeiience.     1'hat  was 


expected  to  be  ptid,  but,  under  the  insolTeDt  lews 

was  deluded. 
The  proposition  of  his  colleague,  be  thoucht, 

was  open  to  many  objections.  He,  [Mr.  r.,] 
proceeded  to  point  out  objections  to  its  phrase- 
ology. He  suggested  that  it  could  not  m  con- 
strued by  the  courts  with  any  degree  of  certainty 
— that  It  was  indefinite,  and  might  be  construed 
to  mean  not  the  immediate  family  only,  but 
l^rand-daughters  and  grand-aons,  and  ail  embrac- 
ed in  the  legal  term  ''family,'^  It  made  no  dis- 
criminations between  meritorious  and  worthleia 
children;  and  wis  open  also  io  other  objec- 
tions. 

Desiring  to  stand  right  before  the  community ,be 
should  feel  constrained  to  vote  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  McM&iTca  moved  to  amend  the  proposi- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words  <*adminntration 
er.»' 

Mr.  Crambers  rose,  to  present  to  the  CoDTcn- 
tion  an  idea  which  had  not  yet  been  sumsted, 
and  but  for  which,  be  would  not  have  said  a  sin- 
gle word.  The  hypothesis  on  which  this  amend- 
ment has  been  defended,  is,  that  when  a  heart- 
less, griping  creditor  endeavors  to  oppress  the 
poor  ana  desolate  widow  of  a  deceased  debtor, 
the  law  should  interpose  for  her  protection.  On 
this  ground  he  would  be  one  of  the  last  men  in 
the  world  to  raise  an  objection  to  it. 

He  would  alwavs  be  ready  to  interfere  between 
the  hard  and  unfeeling  creditor,  who  does  not 
want  the  money  due  to  him,  and  the  bereaved 
widow, whom  he  attempts  to  oppress. 

But  he  asked  gentlemen  who  took  this  ground, 
to  look  at  the  case  in  a  'more  correct  point  of 
view.  When  a  poor  man  dies  insolvent,  is  it  to 
be  taken  for  granted,  that  his  creditors  are  all 
wealthy.^  Not  at  all.  He  buys  his  soap,  his 
candles,  his  sugar,  and  all  his  household  neces- 
i^aries,  at  some  small  store  in  his  neighborhood; 
and  the  person  from  whom  he  buys,  is  just  as 
poor  as  he  himself  is;  t)iat  person  too  depends 
on  what  is  owing  to  him,  as  a  means  of  keeping 
up  his  supply,  and  when  hesaffers  a  loss,  it  bears 
heavily  upon  him.  He  thought  it  was  wrong  to 
permit  this. 

The  law  can  lay  its  hand  09  the  person,  if  liv- 
ing, or  it  can  take  his  property.  But  here  the 
person  of  the  poor  is  refcued  from  the  power  of 
the  law,  and  this  amendment  casts  off  the  poor, 
and  suffering  creditor  from  any  chance  of  indem- 
nifying himself  frop  the  property.  The  princi- 
he  most  unpopular  Jaws  that  ever  went  I  pie  was  antagonistic  to  the  policy  of  our  insol- 


ration. 

|arded  the  propo<;ition  to  abolbh  imp/is- 
for  debt,  the  barbarity  of  ihe  existing 
hough  that  had  undoubtedly  had  its 
jpon  his  mind,  was  not  the  prominent 
ation.  He  was  in  favor  of  doing  away 
tdit.  He  was  in  favor  of  permitting  an 
oechanic,  when  he  did  his  work,  to  be 
it.  He  considered  the  law  in  its  present 
"keeping  the  word  of  promise  to  the 
breaking  it  to  the  hope."  He  was  not 
id  by  considerations,  looking  to  the 
10  much  as  he  was  by  the  great  interests, 
reditor,  who  was  now  deceived— who 


vent  laws.  It  would  also  operate  iniuriously 
on  the  poor,  generally,  because  it  would  restrain 
persons  from  giving  credit  to  those  who  have  but 
small  means. 

If  the  creditor  is  just  as  poor  as  the  debtor, 
the  one  is  as  much  deserving  of  legal  protection 
as  the  other.  Why,  would  you  take  from  a  poor 
man  five  dollars,  and  give  it  to  another  who  is 
equally  poor,  perhaps,  but  not  more  so  than  him- 
self. He  would  willingly  agree  to  any  proposi- 
tion where  it  could  be  ,made  to  appear  that  the 
debt  of  the  deceased  insolvent  was  aue  to  a  man 
of  ample  means  who  would  not  suffer  from  the 
loos,  to  relieve  tbo  widow  from  the  eppreaeion  of 
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the  creditor;  but,  es  he  had  before  stated,  in 
theso  cases  it  generally  occured,  that  the  credi- 
tor was  just  as  poor,  and  as  deserving  of  protec- 
tion, as  the  debtor  himself. 

He  thought  it  better  to  leave  it  for  the  legis- 
lature to  act  as  occasion  might  require,  than  to 
place  this  broad,  unqualified  provision  in  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Gbason  would  prefer  leaving  the  subject 
to  the  legislature,  but  as  it  appeared  to  be  the 
general  wish  to  insert  some  provision  of  this 
kind  into  the  Constitution,  he  would  make  no 
objection.  In  bis  opinion,  the  family  of  a  de- 
ceased debtor  ought  to  have  something  secured 
to  them  as  a  means  of  temporary  subsistence. 
It  is  not  merely  harsh  creditors,  bui  the  law  itself 
which  leaves  families  in  the  most  destitute  con- 
dition. Administrators  are  compelled  to  take  an 
inventory  of  every  thing  ;  and  every  article  of 
furniture,  and  even  the  provisions  are  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors. 

It  had  been  said,  that  laws  exempting  property 
from  execution,  operated  to  the  injury  of  the 
Tery  persons  they  were  intended  to  benefit,  be- 
oause  they  deprived  them  of  credit.  But  credit 
was  generally  given  to  laboring  men  on  account 
of  their  industry  and  good  conduct,  and  not  on 
account  of  a  few  articles  of  furniture  and  provis- 
ions, which  no  family  could  dispense  with.  He 
would  like  to  know  if  a  merchant,  or  any  other 
person,  trusted  a  poor  man  with  the  view  of 
selling  his  bed  from  under  him,  or  of  depriving 
his  family,  as  soon  as  he  was  dead, ^  of  the  few 
articles  which  their  immediate  necessities  re- 
quired. Credits  which  were  to  be  followed  by 
such  sacrifices,  were  of  no  benefit  to  any  one, 
and  if  creditors  expected  to  secure  the  collec- 
tion of  their  debts  by  such  means,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  some  legal  provision  should  be  made  to 
keen  them  within  the  bounds  of  humanity. 

Mr.  HicKS  expressed  his  belief  that  gentlemen 
who  were  advocating  this  amendment,  were  pro- 
ceeding under  a  mistake.  He  thought  the  mover 
of  the  amendment,  who  he  did  not  recollect,  was 
influenced  by  the  best  motives,  but  would  find  it 
did  not  affect  the  object  he  defired.  By  an  ex- 
isting law,  the  family  of  a  deceased  debtor  is 
already  protected  against  his  creditors.  Property 
to  a  certain  extent  is  now  reserved  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a  family,  and  other  provisions  have  been 
made,  all  to  the  injury  of  honest  creditors.  He 
thought  this  was  all  wrong.  He  referred  to  a 
case  which  occurred  while  he  was  at  home.  An 
insolvent  person  died,  possessing  but  little  proper- 
ty, and  leaving  two  children.  His  whole  estate 
vtoM  not  pay  twenty-five  cents  in  the  dollar. 
A  short  time  before  his  death,  the  grandfother  of 
the  children  had  died,  and  by  his  death,  they  had 
become  possessed  of  some  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  they  were  well  provided  for  whilst  the  hon- 
est mechapic  and  merchant  suflTered.  The  father 
had  beenTrusted  on  the  faith  of  his  industrious 
habits,  but  owing  to  his  death  the  creditors  lost 
three-fourths  of  their  honest  due,  and  the  children 
had  ample  means,  and  at  tb  at  he  felt  much  grati- 
fied. He  did  not  doubt  that  there  were  heartless 
creditors  in  Queen  Ann's,  as.  well  as  in  Dorches- 
ter.   iQ^iact  he  knew  of  a  om«  of  ea.  m.  which 


occurred  in  that   county,  of  great   hardsbo* 
There  were  indeed  hard  cases  every  where.   He 
was  very  willing  to  vote  to  abolish  imprisonoient 
for  debt    But  while  we  were  making  these  pro- 
visions for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvents,  we  ire 
injuring  honest  creditors.    He  knew  that,  after 
the  bill  which  bad  formerly  passed  on  the  subject) 
there  were  numerous  petitions  sent  to  the  legin 
lature,  shewing  that  the  effect  of  it  bad  been  lo 
injure  the  credit  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  to 
bring  about  a  material  diminution  of  their  com- 
forts.   The  blacksmith  and  other  mechanics  will 
not  give  credit  where  there  is  bo  reasonable  m- 
curity  that  they  will  be  paifi.    There  are  num- 
bers who  are  now  willing  to  trust  a  man  who  hu 
an  honest  reputation,  but  let  this  amendment  be 
adopted,  and  they  will  say  that  if  he  dies  there 
will  be  no  chance  of  recovering  their  debt,  and 
this  will  make  them  reluctant  to  give  credit  to 
poor  men.    There  are  also  mainr  dishonest  meo 
m  the  Slate,  who  will  be  benented  by  this  pro- 
vision.   He  was  in  favor  of  benefiting  the  poor, 
but  he  did  not  think  this  proposition  would  place 
themjn  a  better  condition  than  pow.    Indeed^ 
they  must  be  the  principal  sufferers,  as  it  fthutt 
out  important  advantages  to  them  and  in  fsci  to 
all  classes.    Mr.  H.  closed  by  saying,  he  hoped 
the  amendment  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Brbnt,  of  Baltimore  cit^,  desired  brieflj 
to  notice  one  ur  two  of  the  objections  made  to 
his  amendment.  His  colleague,  (Mr.  Pre8stmaD,| 
objects  to  the  word  **  family,^*  which  he  seemed 
to  think  was  too  indefinite,  and  would  be  con- 
strued to  include  collateral  reIatioi>s. 

Mr.  PaESSTMaN  explained.  He  had  said  diip 
tant  relations,  meaning  grand- children,  dbc. 

Mr.  Brent.  Suppose  it  does  embrace  grsnd- 
children.  The  object  is  to  include  all  those  who 
are  near  him,  forming  part  of  his  family  at  home, 
and  not  those  who  are  remote. 

Mr.  Crisfield  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  city.  If  a  man  leave 
a  wife,  a  child  and  a  child  of  a  widowed  dauglh 
tcr,  how  would  the  property  be  divided? 

Mr.  BRENr.  It  would  be  equally  divided. 
There  was  no  reason  why  there  should  not  be  an 
equal  division.  His  friend  from  Baltimore  city, 
(Mr.  Presstman,)  says  further,  that  there  is  do 
discrimination  between  a  meritorious  and  an  uo- 
worthy  child.  Not  so.  It  only  protects  then 
all  alike  from  the  grasp  of  the  debtors.  The  fa- 
ther can  discriminate  between  his  children.  His 
friend  says  further,  that  there  mav  be  the  aboli- 
tion of  imprisonment  for  debt,  which  is  protec- 
tion for  property  against  tlie  creditor.  That 
merely  protects  the  person  from  confinement 
and  ignominy.  This  provision  is  intended  to  r^ 
lieve  the  property  when  the  debtor  is  do  kKiger 
within  the  reach  of  the  law.  Again,  it  is  saMi» 
that  this  amendment  protects  the  property  againit 
the  claims  of  poor  mechanics.  He  was  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  propose  any  plan  which 
would  injure  mechanics.  Rut  if  this  propositioa 
be  inserted  in  the  Constitution,  the  honest  me- 
chanic who  trusts  the  poor  man,  will  give  him 
credit  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
this  law.  If  he  is  disposed  to  credit  a  man  who 
Ms  DO  pifdpQrty,  he  will  do  it  with  his  eyes  d|lHi 
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the  eoMeqiieiieei.  Id  reply  to  the  gentleman 
im  Kent,  (Mf.  Chambers,)  who  had  exprcased 
.  readiness  to  fote  for  a  proposition  which 
fttiM  only  screen  the  poor  deotor  from  the 
axtless  and  grasping  creditor  who  could  afford 
lose  the  debt,  such  a  clause  could  not  be  io- 
"ted  in  the  Constitution.  It  would  be  ridicu- 
la  to  attempt  it.  A  homestead  ought  to  be  al- 
ijt  reserred.  As  to  the  property  which  may 
left  by  a  deceased  debtor,  the  wife  and  chif- 
»D  ought  to  be  secured  to  the  extent  of  three 
cidred  dollars.  He  knew  of  cases  where  cred- 
rs,  just  after  the  death  of  the  debtor,  had  forced 
:  widow  and  children  out  of  the  house  and 
cfl  the  property.  The  Act  of  Assembly  which 
I  been  passed  last  year,  and  which  the 
itleman  trom  Dorchester  had  referred  to,  re- 
"▼es  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and 
it  is  exclusively  to  be  paid  out  of  her  distiibu- 
B  share.  He  pointed  out  the  unjust  operation 
this  Act,  by  which  a  widow  withovt  children 
aid  obtain  from  the  inaolyent  estate  of  her 
■band  seyenty-fi? e  dollars,  while  a  widow  with 
Idrm  could  obtain  nothing. 
Mr.  GwiNN  offered  the  following  substitute : 
**  The  Legislature  shall  provide  fur  the  exemp- 
Miof  property,  real  and  personal,  belonging  to 
vj  person  dying  insolvent,  or  taking  the  benefit 
I  the  insolvent  laws,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
Ute  hundred  dollars,  from  the  proceedings  of 
reditors,  and  in  case  of  such  dying  insolvent,  or 
r  ioaolvency  during  life,  the  said  property  so 
nmpted,  shall  go  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
ife  or  widow,  and  then  according  to  its  nature, 
)  mK  now  directed  by  the  statutes  of  descent  or 
itribution;  provided, always,  that  the  provisions 
this  section  shall  only  apply  to  a  father,  mo- 
ir»  sister,  brother,  husband,  or  wife,  or  child, 
grand  child  of  the  said  person  so  dying  or  be- 
rning  insolvent." 

Mr.  CaiiriELD  objected  to  the  amendment  of 
B  gentleman  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  (Mr. 
■ent,)  and  also  to  the  substitute  for  that  amend- 
snt  offered  by  the  other  gentleman  from  that 
ijf  (Mr.  Gwinn.)  That  substitute  would  not 
set  the  object  which  the  gentleman  himself  had 
rltWf  certainly  not  the  object  the  Convention 
id  to  Tiew.  The  object,  as  he  understood  it, 
IS  to  secure  a  homestead  for  the  head  of  every 
mily  bejond  the  reach  of  creditors;  but  the  sub- 
itute  was  to  provide  some  thing  in  lieu  of  a 
Mnaeetead;  it  was  to  exempt  from  execution  real 
id  personal  property  to  a  certain  amount;  but 
ia  was  only  to  be  done  in  case  of  a  person  dy- 
g  insolvent,  or  becoming  Insolvent,  which  he 
ippoeed  meant  petitioning  for  the  benefit  of  the 
aolvent  laws;  and  the  riuit  of  property  was  not 
I  be  vested  in  the  person  nimself,  but  in  his  wife 
>  wklow,  and  heirs  or  nearest  of  kin.  It  was 
It  ft  benefit  conferred  on  the  person  himself;  he 
as  to  receive  no  benefit  from  it;  he  must  die  or 
Mome  an  insolvent  petitioner,  before  there 
loaM  be  any  exemption.  This  was  not  what 
as  deaigned;  and  is  not  sustained  by  any  of  the 
stiOOf  which  might  be  urged  for  a  homestead 
Bsmption,  which  he' supposed  was  designed  for 
m  beoefit  of  the  debtor  himself  to  attach  him 
»  the  ioU  and  (OwrsBt  enigntwii  by  •eenring 


him  a  permanent  abode.  Bot  he  coald  see  do 
reason  for  any  exemption  at  all,  either  in  the 
shape  of  a  homestead  exemption  or  otherwise. 
He  thought  the  tendency  of  all  such  laws  was  to 
injure  the  claas  which  they  were  deaigned  to  ben- 
efit. They  destroyed  credit;  and  credit  was  ben- 
eficial to  all  classes;  and  to  that  portion  of  the 
community  designed  to  be  effected.bv  this  propo- 
sition, credit  was  indispensable.'  ft  was  better 
to  leave  every  men  to  himself;  protect  all  from 
fraud  and  oppression;  encourage  industry;  secure 
the  rights  of  property ;  and  facilitate  credit.  These 
objects  are  best  accomplished  by  providing  the 
most  certain,  expeditious,  and  convenient  means 
of  applying  all  his  property  to  the  fulfilment  of 
the  owner*s  obligations.  Legislation'will  never 
make  men  industrious,  prudent,  or  skilful  in  the 
management  of  their  affairs.  Exemption  of  any 
portion  of  the  debtor*s  property  from  execution, 
encouraged  idleness  and  improvidence,  and  lead 
to  poverty.  He  differed  from  the  gentleman 
from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  (Mr.  Brent,)  in  his 
construction  of  the  act  of  the  last  session;  that 
act  secured  to  the  widow,  property  to  the  value 
of  $160;  at  all  events,  if  she  have  children;  which 
he  knew  to  be  the  practical  construction  of  it. 
The  case  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne%  (Mr.  Grason,)  could  never  have 
occurred;  because  the  law  already  exempts  from 
execution  articles  of  domestic  use  sach  as  that 
gentleman  referred  to,  the  necessarv  bedding  for 
the  family,  and  the  implements  of  trade.  He 
hoped  that  both  propositions  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Gwinn  said: 

That  he  desired  his  amendment  to  operate 
in  faror  of  the  immediate  family  of  the  debtor. 
The  debtor  himself  will  be  sufSciently  protected 
by  the  security  which  the  Constitution  will  af- 
ford to  his  personal  liberty,  and  by  the  necessa- 
ries which  are  now  preserved  by  the  amenity  of 
the  law  from  the  hands  of  the  creditor.  But 
where  there  is  a  wife  or  children,  it  is  only  right 
that  the  law  should  set  apart  something  from  the 
assets  of  the  debtor  for  their  immediate  wants. 
It  is  but  inalagous  in  principle  to  that  rule  of 
equity,  which  gives  a  wife  a  right  to  receive  a 
portion  of  the  shares  in  action,  which  pass  to 
the  trustee  of  an  insolvent  husband.  Law  should 
have  its  chanties  as  well  as  rigor.    The  ends  of 

i'usticeare  often  better  served  by  elemency  than 
larshness. 

Mr.  DoaacT  opposed  the  proposition,  which 
he  believed  would  lead  to  ana  less  difl9culties,and 
might  frequently  be  productive  of  flaerant  injus- 
tice. He  thought,  as  the  gentleman  from  Balti- 
more city,  (Mr.  Presstman,)  dkl,  that  the  term 
family  was  too  indefinite,  and  might  embrace 
those  whom  it  was  never  intended  to  benefit. 
Another  obiection  was  that  the  proposition  was 
so  preparea,  that  it  micht  operate  but  little  to  the 
advantage  of  those  who  ought  to  be  the  espe- 
cial objects  and  favorites  of  the  measure.  It  is 
true,  it  strips  tho  creditors  without  pretext  of 
justice  or  right,  of  three  hundred  dollars,  even 
though  it  may  reduce  them  to  penury  and  deati- 
tution.  It  does  not,  as  Its  apology,  require  that 
the  family  shall  be  ia  a  destitute  condition  with- 
datcfther  mteoicif  fantartyMbre  thii  Utfoa 
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bandred  dollars  shall  be  taken  from  the  creditors. 
The  widow,  if  there  be  one,  may,  in  her  own 
rif^ht  be  poasessed  of  a  thouiand  acres  of  land, 
with  Talnable  negroes,  fcc,  and  yet  under  the 
proposition  before  us,  the  creditors  must  be 
robbed  for  her  benefit,  of  the  three  hundred  dol- 
lars to  be  secured  to  her,  6lc.  Can  an  apology  be 
offered,  for  thus  plundering  creditors  to  increase 
the  means  of  a  wife  and  children  already  in  afflu- 
ence? Tet,  this  may  be  the  result  of  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed  for  our  adoption.  -And  it  does 
not  necessarily  foll'^w  that  the  family  of  a  de- 
ceased or  insolTcnt,  are  a  wife  or  children.  It 
may  be  that  his  family  are  his-father  or  mother, 
brothers  or  sisters,  uncles  or  aunts,  fcc,  all  of 
whom  hare  fortunes  of  their  own;  yet  for  them 
the  three  hundred  dollars  must  be  wrested  from 
the  imporerished  needy  creditors. 

If  this  be  a  necessary  article  of  our  organic 
law,  may  Heaven  furefend  us  against  Constitu- 
tions and  Conrentionf.  Surely  we  could  not  de- 
tire  to  perpetuate  such  flagrant  injustice  as  this, 
by  puttmg  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  legislature 
to  alter  or  control  it. 

But,  suppose  there  are  no  wife  or  children,  is 
it  intendeid  that  this  proposition  shall  embrace 
uncles,  aunts,  or  any  other  persons  who  may 
happen  to  resida  with  him,  though  they  may  be 
all  rich  and  iiidepcDdenL'  Are  the  creditors  thus 
to  be  deprived  of  their  hard  earnings,  to  be  given 
to  those  who  are  richer  than  they  are? 

He  thought  the  Convention  ought  not  for  a 
ntoment  to  listen  to  such  an  amendment  The 
power  to  regulate  these  things  is  now  in  the  leg- 
islature. He  was  disposed  to  leave  it  there,  and 
let  the  legislature  act  as  circumstances  may  call 
fur;  it  never  would  of  itself  adopt  such  a  propo- 
sition as  this. 

If  we  put  this  provision  in  the  Constitution  we 
ahall  have  tied  up  the  bands  of  the  legislature,  so 
that  they  will  have  no  power  to  modify  or  change 
the  law,  no  matter  how  urgent  may  be  the  ne- 
^Ssity,  or  universal  the  popular  sentiment  in  fa- 
Tor  01  the  change. 

He  then  remarked  on  the  difficulty  which 
would  attend  the  practical  operation  of  such  a 
provision.  The  three  hundred  dollars  is  to  be 
equally  divided,  between  the  wife  and  children. 
It  the  latter  be  infants,  as  most  probably  would 
be  the  case,  not  a  particle  of  their  portions  could 
be  used  for  their  support  or  education,  until  all 
the  expense  and  trouble  must  be  incurred,  of  hav- 
ing a  guardian  appointed  by  the  orphans  court  to 
each  infant;  and  the  expenses  would  consume  the 
whole  subject-matter — **tke  play  not  be  worth 
the  candle.** 

The  deceased  or  intestate,  might  leave  a  dozen 
children,  most  of  whom  might  be  living  at  the 
timeof  the  death  or  insolvency  with  their  rela- 
tions; yet  though  equally  destitute,  they  would  get 
so  part  of  the  plunder. 

He  thought  if  any  thing  was  to  be  done  on  the 
subject,  it  would  certainly  be  the  wisest  plan  to 
leave  the  legislature  to  act  untrammeled  in  the 
matter,  and  he  bad  no  fear  of  its  perpetrating 
such  an  enormity  ts  that  now  proposed  ibr  our 
adoplioa.    The  erila  resultbg  wm  the 


before  us,  can  but  be  indistinctly  foreaeen.  It 
would  lead  to  frauds  innumerable;  annihilate  the 
credit  of  the  poor  man,  and  leave  him  without 
the  means  of  rescuing  his  family  from  destitu- 
tion and  want. 

Upon  these  grounds,  and  upon  eTeiy  principle 
of  justice  and  common  honesty,  lie  was  oppossd 
to  the  amendment  now  before  the  Conveotioo. 

Mr.  Jenifer  moved  that  the  whole  subject- 
matter  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  the  yeas 

and  nays. 

Which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BucHANAK  called  forxtlie  reading  of  tfas 
proposition  and  amendment; 

which  were  read. 

Mr.  Brekt,  of  Baltimore  city,  to  meet  objec- 
tions made  against  the  proposition,  as  origiosllj 
offered  by  him,  modifiea  his  preposition  to  read 
as  follows: 

"In  all  cases  where  the  head  of  a  family  ahtll 
die  or  become  insolvent,  owning  a  dwelliog 
house  or  homestead  furniture,  or  other  propertj, 
or  where  an  execution  is  levied  upon  the  proper- 
ty of  any  debtor,  the  said  house,  homestead  lar- 
niture  or  other  property,'  shall  be  exempt  from 
administration  or  liability  to,  or  seizure  by  cred- 
itors; provided,  said  property,  real  or  pcnooal, 
does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  in 

value,  but  the  same  shall  thereupon  belong  in 
equal  parts  to  the  wife  and  descendants  of  ssid 
descedant  'or  debtor,  and  in  the  event  that  aid 
property,  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 
m  value,  then  there  shall  be  a  preferred  lien  on 
said  property  to  the  amount  of 
dollars,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  the  aaid  widow 
or  descendants;  provided,  nothing  herein  iball 
affect  creditors  existing  at  the  time  of  thesdop* 
tion  of  this  constitution." 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Jenifer: 

**Shall  the  whole  subject-matter  be  laid  upon 
the  table?" 

And  the  result  was  as  follows: 

Jiffirmative — Messrs.  Chapman,  Praaident,  Ri- 
caud,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donald- 
son, Dorsey,  Wells,  Jenifer,  Rideely,  Cobtoo, 
James  U.  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dauiiell,  Hieks, 
Phelps,  Sprigg,  Bowling,  Wright,  McMatlir, 
Hearn,  Fooks,  Jacobs,  Gaither,  Tbawley,  Hard- 
castle,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstmao, 
and  Ware— 29. 

Negative — Messrs.  Blakbtone,  Dent,  Hope- 
well, Weems,  Bond,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch, 
Chambers  of  Cecil,  Grason,  Shriver,  Biser.  An- 
nan, Sappington,  Stephenson,  Stewart  of  Caro- 
line, Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood 
of  Baltimore  city,  Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcom- 
er, Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Kilgour, 
Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer  and  Smith— 99. 

A  tie  vote. 

So  the  subject-matter  was  not  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  RiooBLT  said: 

He  had  voted  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the 
table,  because  he  thought  it  too  important  to  bs 
hastli/  diaposed  of,  especially  when  tim^  ii  daa- 
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»  may  come  to  an  unwise  deebion. 

be  was  dbposed  to  leave  the  matter 

ed  of  bj  the  legislature.    He  thought 

great  deal  of  force  in  the  remarks  of 

an  from  Anne  Arundel.  (Mr.  Dor- 

kat  the  proposition  now  offered, might 

iistly. 

ndment  as  it  was  originally  offered  by 

an  from  Allegany,  (Mr.  Fiupathck,) 

»  have  been  Uie  form  which  was  the 

tionable. 

GBLT   gave  notice  of  tlie  following 

lall  be  passed  by  the  legislature  to 
a  execution,  a  reasonable  amount  of 
f  of  a  debtor." 

:nt  defended  his  construction  of  the 
mbly.  Hedid  not  desire  to  leave  this 
the  discretion  of  the  legislature.  It 
lb  to  settle  the  question  at  once,  and 
small  boon  to  the  families  of  deceased 

•riBLD  said  he  had  ventured  to  differ 
ntleman  from  the  city  of  Baltimore^ 
,]  in  his  construction  of  the  act  of  the 
I  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  not- 
ig  the  great  attainments  and  elevated 

that  gentleman,  he  must  be  allowed 
:  he  still  differed.    The  gentleman^a 

if  the  distributive  share  of  the  widow 
ess  than  $150,  she  would  not,  under 
action  of  that  act,  be  entitled  to  take 
The  gentleman  had  not  read  the 
ion;  he  would  read  it;  and  the  mere 
i  thought  would  be   decisive  of  the 

issue,  between  them.     Mr.  C.  here 
■St  section  of  the  act  as  follows : 
Q  all  cases  hereafter,  when  letters  of 
.ion  or  testamentary  shall  be  issued  by 

orphans  courts  ir)  this  State,  atid  an 
nd  appraisement  of  the  personal  estate 
)n  deceased  shall  have  been  returned, 
cutor  or  executrix,  administrator  or 
:rix,  to  the  orphahs  court  of  the 
:.,  the  widow  of  such  deceased  per- 
have  the  right  to  take  to  herself, 
to  her  own  use,  and  the  u^e  oi'  her 
uch  household  and  kitchen  furniture, 
)ersonal  property  as  she  may  choose; 
the  said  deceased  died  seized  of  no 

provided  the  same  shall  not  exceed 
^cording  to  the  inventory  and  apprai^e- 
said,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
1  provided  further,  that  the  amount  of 
*operty  so  selected  to  be  taken  by  her, 
sducted  from  her  distributive  share  of 
lonal  estate."— [1849,  ch.  543,  sec.  i.] 
>uld  be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
his  statute.  By  the  plain  words  of  the 
idow  was  entitled  to  the  sum  of  ^150 
;s  hereafter;'*  and  the  effect  of  the  last 
as  simplf  to  prevent  her  from  taking 
in  addition  to  her  distributive  share. 
:itled  to  $I50  in  all  events;  when  her 
i  share  exceeds  that  amount,  that  sum 
iucted  from  the  share. 
;nt  in  reply,  stated  that  the  construe- 

act  was  purely  a  le^i  questioD,  and 


be  did  Dot  desire  to  diacuM  it  any  farther  here» 
but  would  agree  to  argue  a  case  stated,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  genUegiaD,  [Mr.  Crisfield,]  to 
that  the  courts  might  decide  who  was  right 

I'be  Question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  McMastba,  to  strike  out  the  words  "ad- 
ministator  or." 

The  amendment  wai  rejected. 

Mr.  RiDOBLT  DOW  odered  bii  lubttitute  ae 
above  given. 

The  question  was  taken. 

No  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  Brbnt,  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  the  veaf 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows : 

.^rmoltoe— Messrs.  Chapman,  Pres*!.,  Blakia- 
tone,  (lopewell,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitch- 
ell, Donaldron,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Weems,  Merriek, 
Bell,  Welch,  Ridgely,  Colston,  JdmesU.  Dennis, 
CrUfield,  DasbielT,  Hicks,  Fbelpe,  Sprin,  Bow- 
ling,  Wright,  McMaster,  Heam,Fooks,  Gaither, 
Sappington^  Stephenson,  ^hawiey,  Stewart  of 
Caroline,  Hardcastle,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city, 
Sherwooid  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman,  Ware, 
and  Kilgour — 37. 

A'tfflttee— Messrs.  Dent,  Ricaud,  Bond,  Jen- 
ifer, Buchanan,  Grason,  Jacobs,  Shriver,  Biser, 
Annan,  Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Schley, 
Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Nicbael  New- 
comer, Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  and  Smith— 30> 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  DoMALDsoM  then  moved  that  the  whole 
subject  matter  be  laid  on  the  table.  • 

Mr.  KiLoouB  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resultcMl  as  fol- 
lows : 

40irmaHoe— Messrs.  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitch* 
ell,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Merrick,  Jenifer,. 
Hicks,Phelps,  Sprigg,  Wright,  McMaster,  Hearn, 
Fooks,  Jacobs,  Gaither,  Annan,  and  Freest- 
man — 18. 

Mgative — Messrs.  Chapman,  PresH.,  Blakis- 
tone.  Dent,  Hopell,  Ricaud,  Lee^  Weems,  Bond, 
Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Ridgely,  Colston,  James 
U.  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Bowling,  Grason, 
Shriver,  Biser,  Sappington,  Stephenson,  Thaw- 
ley,  btewart  of  Caroline,  Haracastle,  Gwinn, 
Stewart  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent  of  Baltimore 
city.  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer, 
Kilgour,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  and  Smith — 
39. 

So  the  subject  matter  was  not  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr  Dent  offered  the  following  substitute  : 

**The  Legislature  at  its  first  session  aftei  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  make  some 
provision  by  law,  exempting  a  reasonable  amount 
of  the  property  of  the  heads  of  families  frum  sei- 
zure or  sale  for  the  payment  of  any  debt,  or  lia- 
bility thereafter  contracted.* ' 

The  question  was  taken. 
No  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  DsNT  explained  that  his  proposition  dif- 
fered from  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
county  in  this  respect :  That  his.  (Mr.  R*s,^  ia 
too  general  in  its  proviaien,  while  his,  (Mr. 
D*s.,}  substitute  looks  vo  a^  ^kX^'^vnioiOk.  Vait  ^  ^^at 
cial  class.    TYwb  v^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^ijsS^^aM^ 


train  BalUmora  county  mikBi  no  ditcriminrntion 
of  OWM,  but  pTopotM  to  confer  Ihc  binsfiti  of 
mob  t  proTiiioa  on  all  alike,  irithout  renrd  to 
•nj  oiroumitancM  or  conditiom,  except  uiat  the 

Sin;  in  irhoee  fiTor  it  ii  to  operate,  muat  be  a 
Bbtor.  He  had  undcntnod  that  the  object  con- 
templated bi  lucb  proTiiion  wu  a  humane  and 
oharltable  object  It  vaa  iatetidtd  u  a  boon  of 
oharilj  bj  the  law,  and  there  ii  no  doubt,  in  look- 
ing to  Ihii  object,  it  ia  our  dutj  lo  to  proTide  ai 
to  pftTeat  ihe  greatcil  amount  of  luDcring  and 
want  10  the  debtor,  and  Ihoie  helpleu  ooei  who 
m^  be  dependant  on  bim,  and  at  the  iame  time 
work  tbe  kaat  unoont  of  btII  to  the  creditor. 
The  headiof  familiaeare  the  parUea  in  whoM 
tVKtt  w«  would  diacrimloate.  Thej  will  be  the 
mbtt  worthy  and  the  moat  needy  recipient*  of 
■ueb  a  fafor.  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  the 
man  without  any  family,  with  no  one  lo  prOTide 
or  otre  far  but  himielf,  itanda  in  an  equal  degree 
entitled  lo  inch  lenl  exemptioo  u  the  mm  who 
baa  a  wife  and  hetpieaa  children  dependant  en- 
tirely upon  hii  efforl*  for  all  the  neceuaries  of 
UTe.  He  tberefore  propoaed  to  authoriie  the 
Legialature  lo  diacriminsle  and  make  Mich  proYi- 
aloDai  would  confer  thesreateatamount  of  bene- 
At'OD  the  no*t  needy  and  mentorioui  claaa,  and 
■t  the  atjne  time  avoid  icreening,  by  the  l»w, 
the  property  of  him  who  hai  no  reipoDubilitiee 
or  CUM  but  for  hinuelf. 

Mr.  PHSLn  *aid,  tbii  propoeition  could  not  be 
regarded  as  one  of  charily.  lodiTiduili  had  the 
unquMlioned  right  to  diipoie  of  their  own  pro- 
— . _!_!.. ._  ■'---n  rij^t  and  proper. 


debted 

(ffthe  former  be  quite  ai  dependanl  upon  thi>  sum 
as  Itiat  of  the  laller,  and  yet  if  this  propoiitlon  be 
engrafted  upon  tbe  Conilitulion,  the  one  must  be 
impoceriihed  for  the  beneSt  of  the  other.  The 
principle  in  his  eatimation  was  radically  wrong 
and  could  not  receiTe  his  Banclion. 

Mr.  RinoiLT  did  not  thiok  there  wu  any  sub- 
stantial diaercDce  helweeo  ibis  propdiilioa  and 
what  had  already  been  adopted. 

The  yeas  and  nayi  were  ordered  and  taken  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  OcHT,  and  tbe  retult  was 
M  follow)  ; 

■S^nnoJitx— Meun.  Blakistone,  Dent,  Hope- 
well, Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson, 
Jenifer,  Calbton.  8pri^,  Bowling.  McMailcr. 
Heam,  Fooks,  Stepheoson,  Gwinn,  Sherwood  of 
Baltimore  city,  Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer, 
Harbine,  and  Michael  Newcomer-ai. 

^igatm — Mcisn.  Chapman,  President,  Lee, 
Doney.  Welts.  Randall.  VVeems,  B^nd,  Meirick, 
Buchanan,  Bell,  Ridgiely,  James  V.  Dennis. 
CniSeld,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Phelps,  Ctiambcn  of 
Cecil.  McLane,  Grasou,  Wright,   Jacobs,  Shri- 

— ?,  Gailh«r   "--   '■■     '     ■       ■""- 

.,,  Stewart 
city,  Preastman,  Kilgour 
oeritd  Saitb— 34. 
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llie  queillon  then  recurred  on  the  adoptkaof 
Mr.  RinuiLT'i  amendment  a*  nn  original  pnifo- 

Mr.  Randai-l  offered  the  following  aubslltili; 

"That  the  Legialalttra  shall  paas  auch  lam  u 
may  be  requiretr  to  lecure  to  (be  widow  and  in- 
lant  children  of  deceased  deblora,  out  of  lliur 
personal  estate,  some  proiiaion  for  their  MppoH 

Mr.  (Undill  thought,  he  uid,  that  tbe  bewit 
of  the  propoeition  should  tie  coDGoed  to  ibefu- 
■lies  of  deceased  debtors.  Tbe  debtor  nuj  by 
hi)  own  means,  or  by  the  aid  of  friends  in  liia 
life-lime  recorer  himself.  This  reaerTatioe  for 
the  benefit  ofhislamlly  out  of  the  deceased'!  o- 
tate,  was  nothing  unusual,  as  such  profisioabid 
been  made  in  some  of  the  Slatea. 

The  reaaonafor  the  legal  ruhta  teciutJ  to 
widows  out  of  real  estate  in  prelerence  to  crtdi- 
tori,  regarding  the  times  when  they  origiailtd, 
require  auch  additional  proTtalonnow  to  benade 
for  the  widow  and    infant   children  outof  tbe 

Eerional  eatata.  vii;  the  protection  of  tbs  m«( 
BlpleBiin  aocietjr.  In  the  early  age*,  wba 
dower  was  awarded  to  widows,  peraoaal  pnpM- 
ly  WBl  of  *ery  llttla  consequence. 

It  was  ceoturiet  ago,  when  the  entire  patMul 
propertT  of  the  aubjcct  was  probably  litUe  nwa 
than  his  cattle,  hone  and  accoutrements,  in- 
•oual  property  waa  then  worthy  of  little  «  m 
coKsiiltrafion.  The  widow's  right  of  doner,  > 
life  eatate  in  one-tbinl  of  the  landed  profWtTi 
was  an  inlereat  in  what,  at  that  time,  was  auieli- 
nine  tiundredtha  of  all  tba  property  of  tbe  rtslm. 
Bui  circumstances  hare  changed;  «nd  now,  ptr- 
aonal  property  in  England  and  in  this  couDtrj,  a 
p«rhapf  equal  in  value  lo  the  real  estate.  Da 
the  same  principle  which  gave  dower,  thereToit, 
inihcMoarly  ages,  we  ought  now  to  giie  (to 
widows  and  children,  over  creditors.)  an  inlEnsI 
in  the  peiioDal  estate.  Thousands  die  no*, 
whose  whole  estate  coniiati  of  personal  properlj. 


it  just  that  creditors  should  enjoy  the  whole — ttiat 
she  and  ber  children  should  he  deprived  of  eierj 
cent  of  property,  at  a  time  when  Ibey  were  alw 
deprived  or  their  husband  and  falher  i  More- 
oter,  public  policy  demands  that  at  sucb  a  time 
as  this,  tbers  should  he  some  piovisioo  act  apart 
for  the  nccesaary  and  temporary  support  cf  the 
deceased'!  family.  Ht  did  oot  know  what  was 
the  policy  which  caused  the  original  proposilioa 
10  be  made,  but  ha  thought  it  should  be  our  poli- 
cy lo  deduct  from  the  eatate  to  bo  divided  amoeg 
creditors  for  Ihe  benefit  of  tbe  widow  and  inlaal 
children  of  a  deceased  alone,  ll  would  be  beitu 
that  a  few  crcbitora  have  their  dividends  of  the 
estate  diminished,  than  that  these  widows  and 
children  should  be  thrown  on  aociely  for  mainle- 
uance  and  education. 

And  where  would  be  the  injustice  of  such  ■ 
counel  The  creditors  will  all  know  before- 
hand what  the  law  requires,  that  this  part  of  tlie 
peraonalestKeora  deceased  man  shall  be  set 
apart  for  his  widow  and  children.  They  will  act 
\l]}oathLi  knowledge,  and  give  credit  accordinf 
'  \l.  ttonKnv^^cQ^iwq^^teuaipMiua 


pwfawpee  elakit  for  the  btiMfit  of  the  siott  in- 
torattiBf  portion  of  toeietj,  and  gonermllT,  will 
te  oolj  m  iniail  deduction,  fron  tho  olaioii  of 
«f6dilonwbo  know  that  thie  claim  would  be 
allowed,  tt  agaimt  them,  when  they  f^fe  credit 
to  the  former  proprietor,  in  bis  life-time.  Tou 
Iherefore,  do  no  wrong  when  you  adopt  such  a 
provision 

If  there  can  be  any  danger  of  wrong  it  is  where 
70a  give  property  to  tbe  living  debtor  sod  take 
it  from  bis  creditors.  Frauds  too  are  most  apt 
to  result  from  such  a  provision  wbich  a  debtor 
mmj  at  any  time  make  for  himself  out  of  what 
should  he  the  means  of  bis  creditors.  This  docs 
not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  deceased  man's  family. 

Mr.  MuiaicK  suggested  that  the  proposition  be 
modified,  so  as  to  embrace  ^-infants." 

Mr.  Randall  said,  he  was  willing  to  take  that 
modifteation  which  would  render  the  proposition 
atroi^r. 

Mr.  CaiiFiBLD  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
'^additional.*' 

Mr.  C.  thought  this  proposition  wan  a  more  oh- 
leetionable  one.  He  read  the  proposition.  The 
Le|pslature  must  pass  laws  to  give  the  widow  ad- 
iditional  means.  Already  if  she  has  no  chiMren, 
the  widow  is  entitled  to  one  half  of  the  personal 
estate.  If  she  has  children  she  will  have  one 
third.  This  proposition  gives  her  and  the  in&nt 
children  a  preference  above  all  other  persons. 
If  the  ben4  fit  is  to  be  conferred  to  infants,  what 
js  to  become  of  grown  children.  Surely  it  is 
not  intended  by  the  mover  of  the  amendment  to 
give  to  the  families  a  larger  proportion  of  means 
than  the  law  now  provides.  He  would  suggest 
te  the  gentleman  so  to  amend  the  proposition  as 
to  leave  it  to  the  Legislature.     ^ 

Mr.  Rakdall  referred  to  the  act  of  Assembly, 
granting  1 159  to  widows,  and  after  briefly  defend- 
ing his  proposition,  intimated  his  willingness  to 
accept  the  amendment 

Mr.  CaisFiKLD  suggested  a  modification. 

Mr.  Randall  modified  hu  amendment,  to 
meet  the  views  of  Mr.  CaisFicLD. 

The  question  on  the  modified  amendment  of 
Mr.  Randall  was  taken,  and  the  vote  stood — 
ayes  18,  noes  36. 

80  tbe  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  RiDOELT  called  the  previous  question. 

There  was  a  second.  And  the  main  Question 
was  ordered  to  be  now  taken;  [which  mam  ques- 
tion was,  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  of 
Mr.  RiouELT  in  place  of  the  original  proposi- 
tion.] 

Mr.  Ridgblt  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

•if^Ermaiiee— Messrs.  Chapman,  PresH.,  Blakis- 
tone,  Hopewell,  Lee,  Weems,  Bond,  Bell,  Ridge- 
ly,  Colston,  James  U.  Dennis  Cnsfield,  Dashiell, 
Chambers  of  Cecil,  Bowling,  Grason,  Shriver, 
Oaither,  Biser,  Sappington,  Stephenson,  Thaw- 
ley,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Gwinn,  Brent  of  Balti- 
more city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  ciiy,  Schley, 
Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  New- 
comer, Kilgour,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  and 
Sfflitb-d5. 
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«\ln(if#— Meiin.  Dent,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
Mitchell,  Donaldion,  Doney,  Welb,  Randall, 
Merriek,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Welch,  Hidtt, 
Phelps,  Sprigg,  Wright,  Me%laster,Heam  Fooki, 
Jacobs,  Annan,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  and 
Presstman— 22. 

So  the  9ubstituteof  Mr.  Ridoklt  was  adopted 
as  the  original  proposition. 

Mr.  Mitchell  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
when  there  should  be  a  full  Convention,  move  a 
re-consideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

AN  IMPaSSSIVB  SCENE. 

It  was  now  three  o*clock,  and  the  members  of 
the  Convention,  in  various  quarters  of  the  Hall, 
were  giving  strong  evidences  of  a  deposition  10 
make  a  precipitate  retreat  into  the  open  air. 

Mr.  Mersick  rose,  and  pointing  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  to  the  clock,  said — 

Jlf''.  Pmident  and  GeniUmin  ^tke  CcnvenHon: 

[The  earnest  tone  of  invocation  in  which  the 
words  were  spoken,  arrested  the  retreating  move- 
ment, and  the  PaasiDENT,  catling  the  Converition 
to  order,  and  recognising  the  right  of  Mr.  Mer- 
rick to  the  floor  said — 

The  gentleman  from  Charles  will  proceed  with 
his  remarks  ] 

Mr.  M  aaaicK  continued.  Sirs,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  this  body  to  a 
most  grave  and  important  subject — one  which 
has  engaged  the  most  devout  attention  of  philo- 
sophers«  statesmen,  and  patriots,  in  all  ag«*s  of 
tlie  woild— whose  interest  has  never  flagged,  and 
whose  influence  upon  the  destinies  of  mankind 
can  scarcely  be  exaggerated.  It  is  no  less  a  mat- 
ter than  the  necessity  which,  at  this  period  of  the 
day,  every  gentleman  feels  and  understands,  of 
recruiting  the  powers  of  weak,  exhausted  human 
nature.  [Laui|rhter.]  I  move  that  this  Conven- 
tion do  now  adjourn.    [Roars  of  laughter.] 

And  thereupon  the  Convention  adjourned  antil 
to-morrow  at  ten  o^clock. 


TUESDAY,  March  4, 1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Geaitff. 

The  roll  of  the  members  was  called. 

No  quorum  was  present. 

The  President  sent  the  doorkeeper  to  notify 
the  absent  members  who  were  in  the  city,  to  at- 
tend the  Convention. 

After  the  lapse  of  some  time. 

The  doorkeeper  returned  and  made  his  report 
to  the  Chair. 

'  The  PaasiDBNT  informed  the  Convention  that 
the  doorkeeper  bad  discharged  the  duty  assigned 
him. 

Mr.  Michael  Newcomer.  I  move  that  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  be  sent  to  bring  in  the  absent 
members  who  are  in  the  eity. 

Mr.  Bowie.  Oh!  what  is  the  use?  They  will 
he  here  presently. 
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'  Mr.  MicBAiL  NiwcoMim.  I  adhere  to  my 
motion. 

The  Presiobmt  put  the  question  on  the  mo- 
tion. 

Fifteen  members  not  rotingin  favor  thereof , 
(as  reauired  by  the  rule,)  the  Coorention  refused 
to  semi  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  to  bring  in  the  ab- 
sent members. 

A  pause  followed. 

Mr.  WcBBR  then  moved  that  there  be  a  call 
of  the  Convention. 

The  call  was  ordered. 

The  roll  of  the  members  was  then  called, 

And  the  names  of  the  absentees  were  again 
called. 

The  Prbsioent  announced  that  a  quorum  was 
now  in  attendance. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  then  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fibrt, 

It  was  so  amended,  as  to  state  the  fact,  that 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Brbnt,  of  Baltimore  city,  in  relation  to  the 
homstead  exemptions,  was  made  by  Mr.  Ware, 
and  not  by  Mr.  Fibrt,  at  erroneously  stated. 

And  then  the  journal  was  approved. 

BZBUPTION  from   EXBCUTlOtf. 

Mr.  RiDGBLT  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote,  by  which  the  following  proposi' ion  offered 
by  himself,  had  yesterday  been  adopted: 

"Law9  shall  be  pas-ed  by  the  legislature  to 
protect  from  exemption,  a  reasonable  amount  of 
property  of  a  debtor.*' 

It  has  occurred  to  me,  (said  Mr  Ridgely.)  upon 
reflection  that  the  woni  ^UeasonabW*  amount,  is  a 
very  ii.definite  term.  The  le»ii'><aiure  would  be 
under  no  restraint  whatever  in  fixing  the  amount 
to  be  exempted  undir  iliiH  provision.  If  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  should  be  agreed  to,  I  shall 
propose  to  amend  the  article  by  inserting  the 
words,  "not  exceeding  in  value  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars.*' 

He  designated  this  as  a  limitation  upon  the 
legislature  beyond  which  they  shall  not  go. 

Mr.  Wells  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Kidge- 
1«,)  10  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
(Mr.  Milchell  )  had  yesterday  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  m  >ve  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote;  that  gentleman  was  not  now  in  his  seat. 
He,  (Mr.  W.,)  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  B<iltimore  couiity.  (  vir.  Ridgely,)  that  it 
would  be  better  to  waive  the  motion  until  the 
gentleman  should  be  present 

Mr.  UiDGELV  said,  he  had  no  objection.  If 
the  Houst;  should  agree  to  reconsider,  he  would 
then  offer  his  amendment,  and  it  could  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  DoRSEY  enquired  of  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Ridgely,)  what  he  pro- 
posed to  do  with  the  fund — leave  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  debtor,  or  what  disposition  would  he  make 
of  it  ? 

Mr.  RioGBLY.  I  leave  that  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  legislatnre. 

The  question  was  then  taken, 


*<Wfll  the  GoDTention  r^eontider  fStm 

vote.*"     . 

No  quonun  voted. 

Mr.  Warb  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 

'Which  were  ordered,  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

Jlffirmativt — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Bit- 
kistone.  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Weemt,  Bach 
anan.  Bell,  Welch,  Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Cobtos, 
James  U.  Dennis,  Dashiell,  Chamtiers  of  CeeO, 
Miller,  McLane,  Grason^  Wright,  Shriver, 
Annan,  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  New* 
comer,  Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Weber, 
Hollyday,  Shower,  Cockey  and  Brown— 34* 

JfegtUive — Messrs.  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kest, 
DonaldsoL,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Jenifer,  Hicki, 
Bowie,  Sprigg,  McMaster,  Heam,  Fooks,  Bner, 
Sappington,  Stephenson,  Tbawley,  Stewart  of 
Caroline,  Hardcastle,  Gwion,  Stewart  of  Balti- 
more city.  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Fresstans, 
Slicerand  Smith— 25. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Mitchell  now  being  in  his  seat^ 

Mr.  RiDGBLv  moved  to  amend  the  said  amend* 
ment  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words: 

**Not  exceeding  in  value  the  aum  of  fife  boD- 
dred  dollars.** 

Mr.  HoLLVDAY  moved  to  strike  out  "five"  sod 
insert,  **three"  hundred. 

Tlie  question  was  taken,  and 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HicKs  moved  to  strike  out  "five bundled^ 
and  insert  '*one  thousand"  dollars. 

Mr.  MiTCHBLL.  I  regret  very  much  that  this 
question  has  been  brought  up  to-day.  1  gave  * 
notice  yesterday  of  my  intention  to  move  a  re- 
consideration of  the  vote,  when  the  Conventkn 
should  be  full.  As  things  are  now,  we  may  go 
on  voting  upon  sums  of  two  hundred,  and  five 
hundred,  and  oae  thousand — and  nothing  will  be 
decided. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hicks. 

Mr.  Hicks  a^ked  the  yeas  and  nays; 

Which  were  refused. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hicks  was  rejected. 

Mr-  Thawley  moved  to  strike  out  **five  hun- 
dred,'* and  insert  ^one  hundred.'* 

Mr.  Stephenson  called  a  division  of  the 
question,  on  striking  out; 

Which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Presstman  desired  to  offer  a  substi- 
tute. 

The  proposition  was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  John  Newcomer  desired  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

The  President  said,  it  was  not  in  order  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  John  Newcomer.  The  gentleman  from  «> 
Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Ridgely,)  has  fixed  the 
maximum  limit  of  five  hundred  dollars.  I  desire 
to  have  a  minimum  limit,  and  I  will  say  one  hun- 
dred dollars.  1  give  notice  of  my  intention  to  of- 
fer this  amendment,  when  it  is  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out,  and 

Was  decided  in  the  negative.  y- 


»t.     itii 


lot.    No  molioD 
for  Ihe  prarfoui 


a  qunlioe  ww  ordered  to  b«  now 

n  iru  then  ilattd  to  be  an  the 
Mr.  RiDoiLT.  eddins  el  lbs  end 
pMJIkm  the  worda,  "not  eiocediog 
m  of  Gts  hundred  dollan." 
,  (lo  the  Preaident.)  li  it  in  or- 
re  Ibkl  the  Hubjeet-matter  be  Jiid 


Mr.  Bowia 
Ubichwei 
And  being 


laked  Ibe  yeu  ind  niji, 


It  ii 


order 


1  make  the 

tion  decided  that  the  tubje<t-i 
be  laid -upon  (be  table, 
a  then  recurred  on  the 


asked  the  jeeaand  naja, 
I  ordered ,  and 


,  resulled  si 


■Me«n.  Blaklslone,  Dent,  Hope- 
Weeoia,  Buchanan,  Bell.  Wefrb, 
d.  Colston.  Daaliiell,  Conatable, 
Cecil,  Milter,  McLane,  Rowie, 
a,  Shriver,  Gailher,  Hiser,  Annan, 
Ilephenson,  Stewart  of  Caroline, 
of  Baltimore  cilj,  Sherwood  of 
,  Ware,  Schler.  Fierj,  Neill,  John 
arbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Wcb- 
Uocke;  snil  Brown— 40. 
[essn.  Chapman,  President,  Lee, 
lent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  DorBej, 
ik,  Jenifer,  Hicks,  Wright.  Mc- 
0,  rooks,  Thawley,  UardcalUe, 
lllimore  city,  Preiatman,  Slicer, 
iwer-31. 

idmcDt  wan  agreed  to. 
Dlbeo  recurred  on  Ihe  adoption  of 
thus  amended. 
■ILL,  (to  the   Chair.)    Ii   sot  an 


ere  at  follows : 

I.  Blakiitone,  Hopewell,  Ri- 

Buchanan.  Bell,  Welch, 

Kidgely,  Llojd,  Colston,  Uathiell.  Chamhen,  of 

Cecil,  Miller,  MoLane,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  Gr«MD, 
FlhriTir,  Oailher,  Biaer,  Annan,  Sappingtoo, 
^jtaphenion,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Gwinn,  BrenI, 
of  Baltimore  eitj,  Sherwood,  of  Baliiioore  oitj, 
Ware.  Schley,  Fien,  Neill,  John  Neweoroer, 
llartiae,  Hicbaal  Newcomer,  Weber,  BoUjdi?, 
Cockej  and  Brown— 39. 

A^wfitx.— Mosar*.  Chapman,  PrMideiH,  Dent, 
\jn,  Cbambera,  of  Kent,  Mitchell.  Donaldton, 
Domj,  Wells,  Merrick,  Jenifer,  Hick*.  Wright, 
McMaater,  Heira,  Fooki, Tbawlej,  HardcaaUe, 
atewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  FreMtman,  Slicei  and 
Smith— 91. 
So  the  article,  aa  amended,  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Hicks.  1  now  giit  notice  that  at  a  con- 
venient and  proper  time,  I  ahall  move  to  re-coD- 
»lder  the  vote  juat  taken,  for  ihe  purpcsa  of  offer- 
ing an  amendment  which  Isuppote  ii  will  not  tw 
improper  for  me  to  read.  I  ii.dicate  ibis  inten-  . 
lion  because  we  are  here  iskini  away  the  means 
nnd  the  monej  of  prirala  imtiiiJuala.  That  we 
UsTS  1  light  lo  use  the  puhltc  munej  of  the  Slate, 
[  do  not  coDtroTcrt ;  bul.  that  u  e  haie  tlie  ri^t 
10  s«T  what  portion  of  anj  man's  money  sholl  be 

,  laken  from  him  by  forte  of  arm*,  (for  it  ia  too 
tantamount  Id  Ibalt)  u  n  proposition  to  which  1 

I  cannot  subscribe.  VVhilM  we  are  at  work  on 
Ihis  mailer,  I  Ihink  it  would  be  betUr  that  we 
thould  work  undrrstandim  ly  and  safely,  aa  dia- 
i:reEt  and  reasonable  men  ihould  act. 

I      i/lr.  H.  then  gave  noiice  that,  if  the  motioa 

'  hereafter  to  be  made  lo  re-coniider  the  *0U, 
ihould  preiail,  he  would  offer  the  lollowing  pro- 

'  poaitiiHi : 

'■  And  that  an;  iimd  who  miy  hereaf  ar  die  or 
become  ins<il*tni,  inthiaSiaie,  leariun  an  estate 
ss  than  Eve  hundred  <'ollan(.  in  every  such 
iH,  the  sum  oi'  liie  hundred  dollars  shall   be 

KOTided  >'j  the  Leglslalure  fur  Ihe  support  of 
I  funily," 


It  i 


Tbe  ] 


.  inoperati 

MAK.    Is  tbe  Tote  we  am  about  t* 

fotej 

■KT.    Certainly. 

luu.    la  il  not  competent  for  me 

ike  out  the  article  adopted  jester- 

ch  now  comes  up  aa  an  oi^inaj 

ad  to  more  lo  insert,  in  lieu  lhei«. 

upoaiUon. 


will  I 


ie  seven  leenth  and  «igh- 
B  that  lite  point  ii  very 

1  should  like  to  hear  the 

oa  fellowad  on  tbe  point  of 


Tbe  Convention  pas>ed  to  the  ordert  of  tbe 
day,  and  resnm'd  Ihe  coxsidentlon  of  the  report 
of  the  comniillea  on  the  Lrgisitiive  Department. 

Tbe  Of  nveiilinn  parsed  tu  the  ronaideration  of 
the  twenty-Brat  teciion,  (postponed  until  thii 

_'be  question  before  the  Co'ivention  «M  on  tbe 
amendmn  t  offered  bj  Mr.  Merrick  on  Friday 
the  38tb  ult.,  lo  come  In  at  the  end  of  aaid  Mo- 
tion, as  folluHs  : 

■■  But  il  shall  be  competent  for  the  Legislature, 

any  lime  when  it  can  do  so,  to  pay  off  it«  out- 
standing bond*  or  any  part  thereof,  by  an  issue 
of  other  bonds  or  stocb  bearing  a  lea*  rate  of  in- 
lersst  and  for  no  greater  smouot  than  tbe  apiotmt 
redaedied  or  paid  off." 

Mr.  HsMWK  a^A  ^  ^a&  ^miiium&  *&>«  ^:»nr 


418 


he  would  not  trespass  on  their  patience  by  any 
further  discussion  of  the  subject,  unless  such  dis- 
cussion should  be  rendered  necessary  by  others. 
He  believed  the  merits  of  the  question  bad  been 
fully  elaborated  by  previou4  debates,  and  he 
would  therefore  now  content  himself  with  simply 
recalling  to  the  mind  of  the  Conrention  the  true 
nature  of  the  question  at  issue. 

It  was  this  :  It  was  admitted  by  all,  and  bad 
been  seTeral  tiroes  stated  by  himself  and  others, 
that  a  great  change  was  about  to  take  place  in 
the  monetary  affairs  of  the  world.  To  what  ex- 
tent this  change  was  to  go.  none  could  foresee  or 
calculate  with  any  certainty — it  was  certain  only 
that  the  change  was  in  progress.  That  from  the 
action  of  ordinary  causes,  as  well  as  because  of 
the  great  and  unexpected  augmentation  of  the 
amount  of  precious  metals,  the  relative  value  of 
money  was  to  be  greatly  depreciated,  to  be  ac- 
companied and  followed,  as  tlie  shadow  follows 
the  sunbeam,  by  a  low  rate  of  interest— possibly 
in  a  few  years  as  low  as  three  per  cent,  even  in 
this  country. 

The  State  of  Maryland  has  a  large  outstand- 
ing debt,  bearing  interest  at  the  r*ate  of  six  per 
cent.  If  the  state  of  things  anticipated  fhould 
arise,  the  State,  if  the  amendment  prevails, 
would  have  the  power,  tbrougli  her  Legislature* 
to  exchange  her  outstanding  debt,  which  bears 
this  hiffh  rate  of  interest,  as  it  t)ecomes  redeem- 
able, for  a  debt  at  the  lower  rate  of  interest — 

'  say  three  per  cent.;  and  thus  secure  to  the  State 
the  difierenee  between  the  twu  rates  of  interest, 
three  and  six  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  of  her 
debt  BO  converted.  The  saving  would  be,  sup- 
posing the  whole  debt  could  be  so  converted, 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  year,  and  in 
the  same  proportion  upon  such  a  commission  of 
any  amount  of  said  debt  less  than  the  whole, 
l^ithout  this  amendment,  under  the  sweeping  re- 
strictions imposed  on  the  power  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  the  section  as  it  now  stands,  the  Legisla- 
ture will  have  no  power  to  do  this;  and  you  will 
be  obliged  to  continue  the  payment  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  upon  all  that  part  of  your  out- 
standing debt  which  is  now  or  may  become  re- 
deemable, when  you  have  not  the  cash  in  hand 
to  pay  it  off,  altliough  thousands  of  others  may 
be  ready  and  anxious  to  lend  you  the  amount 
at  three  per  cent,  interest  Would  ii  not  be  wise 
to  give  the  Legislature  power  to  turn  to  the  ad- 
vantage and  relief  of  the  people  of  the  State, 
this  condition  of  the  money  market,  should  it 
arise  as  anticipated — taking  care,  as  the  amend- 
ment does,  that  the  gross  amount  of  the  Staters 
debt,  shall  not  be  increased,  by  providing  that  the 
new  stock  to  be  issued,  shall  not  be  for  any 
greater  amount  than  the  amount  of  debt  redeem- 
ed, and  rhall  bear  a  less  rate  of  interest.  It  is  a 
power  whioh  cannot  be  abused,  and  if  used  can 
be  used  only  ibr  beneficial  purposes.  The  cate 
is  precisely  similar  to  that  of  an  individual  who 
owes  on  his  land  some  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
bearing  six  per  cent  interest.  He  has  not  the 
money  to  pay  off  this  debt,  but  he  has  other 
neighbon  or  friends,  who  are  willing  to  lend  him 

tbt  6(ty  thousand  dolten  ftt  tfivee^ttut^  would 


if  he  did  not  take  the  loan  at  Arte  per  cent.  iB- 
terest,  and  pay  off  the  debts  bemring  sir  per  cent 
interest?  It  is  not  proposed  to  require  the  Legii- 
iature  to  do  this,  but  to  leave  tbem  the  pmter  to 
do  so,  if  that  state  of  things  should  arise  wbieh 
will  enable  them  to  do  so;  and  the  circuBsUoeet 
and  condition  of  the  State  is  such,  ats  to  make  it 
wise  and  proper  at  the  time.    In  my  judcment, 
this  salutary  power  should  be  left  with  the  L^ii- 
la^ure;  and  this  is  the  whole  question  the  Cos- 
vention  have  now  to  decide.  They  must  aode^ 
stand  it;  canjudge  of  it;  and,  therefiire,  I  kt- 
bear  any  fbrther  remarks. 

Mr.  McLane  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  sub- 
iect  of  financial  operations.  The  romarks  will 
be  published  hereaner. 

Mr.  MsRaicK  saidt 

He  was  glad  to  find  so  few  points  of  diffnenee 
between  himself  and  the  honorablo  geotlensD 
from  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLane,)  and  the  wonder  was 
that  there  should  be  any,  aher  the  statemeDtstDd 
admissions  of  the  honorable  gentleman.    Be  ad- 
mits that  bv  the  operation  I  mive  befme  eiphis- 
ed  we  shall  save  three  per  cent,  per  anmrai  apon 
the  amount  of  State  debt  which  may  be  so  eaD* 
verted .   That  is  the  great  and  the  sianle  object  of 
the  amendment    If  circumstances  anie  in  which 
that  object  can,  in  whole  or  in  part,  beseeom- 
plished,  the  amendment  proposes  to  give  power 
to  t^  Legislature  to  accomplish  it— ihoaMtboie 
circumstances  not  arise,  then  the  amendiseDt 
will  be  inoperative,  and  can  do  no  ham.    It  is 
one  of  those  rare  propositions  which  will  pn 
power  for  good  but  none  for  evil.    The  geDtl»> 
man  admits  the  good,  if  it  could  be  acoompHib- 
ed;  he  also  admits  the  approach  of  that  state  of 
things  which  will  favor  its  accemplishment— 
why  not  then  give  the  power?    The  honorable 
gentleman  has  gone  into  a  long  argument  upon 
general  subjects  of  finance,  and  the  fluctuatiOBs 
m  values  and  exchanges  about  which  there  is  ns 
dispute,  no  differences  of  opinion,  and  upon  which 
we  may  discourse  as  long  and  as  eloquently  as 
we  please,  and  at  the  end,  find  ourselves  jost 
where  we  started.    I  have  proposed  to  bring  the 
mind  and  judgment  of  the  Convention  to  bear 
upon  a  single  and  plain  proposition  in  the  scieeee, 
(if  30U  so  please  to  call  it,)  of  finance:  which  is, 
that  if  you  can  exchange  a  six  per  cent  bearing 
debt  for  a  a  three  per  cent,  debt,  you  save  three 
per  cent,  by  the  operation.    Nothine  ooold  be 
plainer  nor  more^simple.    And  believing,  for  the 
reasons  assigned,  that  that  state  of  relative  vahies 
and   exchanges  is  about  to  arise  which  may  es- 
able  you  to  effect  such  an  <^ratioo,  I  propose  to 
give  the  Le^^islature  power,  if  they  can  acoooh 
plbh  it,  to  do  that  most  desirable  tidog     Tbs 
correctness  of  my  facts  are  admitted — the  ap- 
proaching depreciation  In  the  value  of  Boaey  is 
admitted — the  consequent  fall  In  the  rate  of  In- 
terest is  admitted,  and  the  great  probability  that 
the  object  might  in  whole  or  in  part  be  aeeosi- 
plished  is  not  controverted.    And  yet  the  meaiuni 
is  opposed;  and  we  are  told  that  the  approacbng 
season  of  prosperity,  is  to  be  followed  by  another 
period  of  revulsion  and  dbtresa,  when  Boeey 
will  again  become  high  and  seniosy  tMl  tbs  pto- 


not  eviry  om  say  he  wu  blind  to  to  isit«nal^\  ^\^Vi<(»A  ^  Vshor  tnd  iodustiy  low.    WeU,  hti  h 
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admit  all  that,  tnd  ba?e  itatod  it  over  and  orer 
mgaio  on  this  floor  before.  Erery  man  who  has 
been  at  all  olMerrant  of  the  history  and  progress 
of  commeree  and  exchanges,  knows  that  those 
fluctuationt  are  constantly  recurring — have  fre- 
quently occurred  before,  and  as  certain!?  as  like 
causes,  under  similar  circumstances,  produce  like 
effects,  will  occur  again — and  again,  in  future. 
The  causes  of  these  fluctuations  are  not  always 
Tiaible,  and  seem  mysterious  oAen  to  the  com- 
mon eye,  yet  tkey  depend  upon  fixed  principles, 
which  principles  are  easily  understood;  but  ^reat 
knowledge,  and  close  obserTation,  and  ripe  judg- 
ment, are  necessary  to  know  how  to  estimate  or 
justly  appreciate  the  modifying  effect  upon  those 
principles  of  concomitant,  concurrent,  and  con- 
flicting circumstances.  The  revulsion  of  1837 
has  been  adverted  to  as  standing  alone.  That  is  a 
mistake;  there  have  been  other,  and  as  great  or 
greater  revulsions  before.  1  will  not  stop  to  give 
the  instances;  they  can  be  seen  by  reference. 
Bat  what  of  all  this  ?  Far  from  furnishing  any  ar- 
gument against  the  proposition  I  have  made-~ 
tbay  but  prove  its  propriety  and  wisdem— >but 
prove  the  probable  occurrence  of  that  very  state 
of  things  m  which  the  power  1  propose  to  give 
the  Lf^gislature,  can  be  used  greatly  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  tax  paying  people  of  Maryland. 

I  have  not  denied  tliat  these  fluctuations  take 
place.  I  have  not  denied  that  money  is  at  one 
time  plenty  and  cheap,  and  at  another  time  scarce 
and  dear.  On  the  contrary,  1  have  affirmed,  from 
the  first,  both  propositions.  But  what  I  haveand 
do  insist  upon,  is,  that  seeing  and  knowing  that 
these  fluctuations  do  take  place,  and  also  seeing 
and  knowing  that  that  change  is  in  rapid  progress 
and  likely  to  go  to  great  extent,  which  leads  to 
high  prices  of  stocks  and  other  things,  and  a  very 
low  rate  of  interest — ^that  it  becomes  us,  as 
wise  ststesmen,  Maryland  beins  largely  indebted, 
to  leave  with  the  Legislature  the  power  to  make 
the  approaching  change  subservient  to  her  inter- 
ests, and  to  avail  of  it  to  the  relief  of  her  peo- 
ple, by  an  exchange,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  of 
her  outstanding  debt,  bearing  a  high  rate  of  in- 
terest, for  other  stocks  bearing  a  lot  rate  of  in. 
terest.  This  done,  what  does  the  argument 
amount  to,  which  goes  to  show  that  things  will 
afterwards  again  change,  and  interest  become 
high?  Tbat  change  will  not  effect  us.  Our  ex- 
clunge  will  have  been  made,  and  we  shall  be 
paying  interest  only  at  the  rate  of  three  per 
cent.,  when  the  common  rate  may  be  six  again. 
Should  this  happen,  it  will  only  prove  the  wis- 
dom of  the  measure;  and  its  possibility,  or  even 
probability,  is  therefore  no  argument  against  it, 
but  the  reverse.  No  danger,  no  possibility  of 
danger,  attends  this  pioposed  grant  of  power  to 
the  Legislature.  Already  there  is  in  the  new 
Constitution,  the  prohibition  upon  the  contraction 
of  any  larger  debt,  or  new  debt,  whatever;  also, 
the  prohibition  upon  lending  or  advancing  the 
orwt  of  the  State,  in  any  way  or  for  any  pur- 
pose; and  this  proposition  is  simply  to  give  power 
to  exchange  m  existing  debt  for  one  tm  burthen- 
fome. 

The  gaotlenaa  has  said,  tbat  a  large  part  of 
ooirflCMBdaM  ii  ntt  redaemiMt  ttofir,  and  wiU 


not  be  so  for  yeats  to  come.  I  know  that  is  so; 
but  I  also  know  that  some  of  it  is  now  redeem- 
able, and  more  of  it  will  become  redeemable 
next  year,  and  we  have  not  the  cash  wherewith 
to  pay  it  off*.  To  that  extent  then,  the  principle 
of  economy  I  have  been  advocating,  could  now 
be  applied,  or  can  be  applied  when  the  rate  of 
interest  shall  fall  a  little  more,  perhaps  at  the 
very  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature. 

Besides,  these  stocks  not  now  redeemable,  are 
not  always  to  remain  so ;  and  those  not  now  re- 
deemable, may  become  so  at  a  time,  when,  in  the 
course  of  its  oscillations,  the  pendulum  of  values 
and  exchanges  may  be  at  the  same  extreme  of 
the  arc,  that  it  now  is  approaching,  and  we  may 
not  have  in  hand  the  cash  to  pay  or  redeem  that 
stock  with,  at  the  time.  Let  the  Legislature 
then  have  the  power  to  make  the  saving  opera- 
tion I  have  explained,  and  which  has  not  been, 
and  cannot  be,  denieid  to  be  legitimate,  proper 
and  beneflcial,  under  such  circumstances. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  said,  that  it  is  in 
contemplation,  and  fully  calculated  upon  by  the 
authorities  of  the  State,  to  pay  off*  the  whole  of 

Eblic  debt,  in  twelve  or  fifteen  years.  1  have 
eason  to  know  that  is  so.  Having  myself 
ime,  not  altogether  insignificant,  part  in  the 
formation  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  State,  I  am 
not  ignorant  of  its  power,  itn  amount,  nor  the 
additions  to  be  made  to  it.  All  this  is  well — is 
glorious,  and  I  rejoice  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  at  the  bright  prospect  of  the  early  extin 
guishroent  of  the  debt.  But  does  this  furnish 
any  argument  against  facilitating  the  means  of 
that  early  extinguishment?  Rather  lett^,  while 
we  rejoice  in  the  hope  and  prospect  of  that  glo- 
rious result,  contribute  by  eveiy  means  in  our 
power  to  expedite,  and  make  more  certain  that 
desirable  consummation. 

The  doctrine  has  been  presented  and  denoun- 
ced, *'that  a  national  debt  is  a  national  blessine.*' 
Who  Has  ever  advanced  any  such  a  doctrine 
here?  I  know  that  doctrine  has  been  been  ad- 
vanced in  England,  ami  strenuously  maintained 
there,  where  there  may  be  some  truth  in  it — at 
least,  it  m&^  be  true  with  reference  to  those  who 
there  consider  themselves  the  nation,  namely: 
the  King  or  Queen  and  Lords.  It  tends  to  eive 
stability  to  the  throne,  and  aristocracy,  by  bind- 
ing the  money  power,  by  the  ties  of  interest  to 
the  existing  oiderof  things.  It  renders  capital 
the  ally  of  tyranny— and  combined,  they  have  the 
power,  and  use  it,  too,  of  oppressing  the  millions 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 

But  who  has  ever  advanced  or  maintained  such 
a  doctrine  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic?  I  confess 
I  have  never  heard  it,  and  if  advanced  it  would 
not  and  could  not  be  tolerated  for  an  instant. 
We  want  no  artificial  ligaments  of  this  sort  here, 
to  bind  the  people  to  the  government,  or  give  it 
stability.  Ours  is  a  government  of  the  people 
themselves— it  is  their  own,  and  lives  and  has  its 
being  in  their  8ff*ections  only;  its  principle  is 
eoualitv  of  rights  and  duties  and  privileges  to 
all;  it  loathes  and  scorns  all  wrong  and  opprM- 
sionofany.  Far.  therefore,  from  needmg  or 
desiring  the  oomoination  of  the  money  power 
iwHh  the  §mwkmMt  to  te  fbrm  ef  anatinvkk 


M>1,  ttMj  thould  ind  do  dread  it  u  the  wont 
enemj  to  Ibe  Tital  principle  qf  ttie  republic, 
Monsj  ia  &  moit  powarful  liver  in  the  affain  of 
inen.  It  ii  of  ioGnile  tue  m  ■  lubordiiute  Bfent 
— but  il  i*  DO  leM  powerful  »  a  meaiu  ofoji. 
pniMDD— umI  rutblett  alwaji  is  Ibe  tjraiuij  bu^- 
laioed  bj  it. 

There  iinot,  there  caunotbe  BToiceherathen, 
for  a  conliQuance  of  a.  nalionil  nor  >  State  debt, 
ODe  moment  loogcr  than  necenit;  requires.  Thi: 
object  aought  alter,  moat  aaiiouil;  desired  b; 
ui  all,  is  ihecarlj  and  final  eitinguiahmetit  of 
ourpublic  debt.  But  we  deiire  to  see  it  paid  oit 
bj  the  moat  readjr  and  facile  mode. 

If  we  can  ao  arranie  now  t»  with  fairnett  atiLl 
juilive  to  the  public  creditor,  to  reduce  bj  one- 
ihird  or  ooe-half  the  amount  of  annual  interest 
we  have  to  paj,  such  an  arrtagemcnl  would  eer- 
tainlf  expedite,  or  at  anj  rale,  gretti;  facilitate 
the  final  payment— and  the  twetre  or  Metn 
jeara  to  bIbpsc,  according  to  the  estimate!  refer- 
red toby  (he  gentleman,  before  the  final  pay- 
meDlof  this  debt,  ia  a  lerj  long  lime  to  be  pay- 
ing a  double.ar  much|too  great  a  rate  of  Inlereit, 
when  a  little  wivlom  now,  and  good  managc- 
menl  hereafter  might  avoid  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  baa  aaid,  that  altba' 
lie  foreaeea  the  approachea  of  a  seaeon  of  abun- 
dance of  monej,  and  low  rata  of  intereal — tel, 
he  alaoseeBin  the  xigna  which  are  to  produce 
thereafter,  another  seaion  of  great  deptvuion, 
andhegiiesai  those  aigni,  Iha  great  impottii- 
tions  into  the  country,  and  the  fact  that  many  uf 
the  Suilaof  the  Union,  eepeeially,  in  the  wetl, 
ere  again  eagerly  embatifing  in  systems  of  Inler- 
dbI  improfemenl. 

He  may  argue  correctly,  and  I  belleTS  does, 
except  that  1  am  strongly  persuaded,  the  recur- 
rence of  another  reruliion  is  much  more  dialaiil 
than  the  gentleman  srema  to  suppose;  but  that  it 
will  come,  1  have  no  doubt,  if  not  with  the  regu- 
larity,  it  lesatwilh  (he  certainty  of  the  reSux  o) 
Ibe  tides  of  the  ocean.  1  hope  our  stateimen  in 
the  west  and  elsewhere,  will  forsee  ilj  approarb 
in  lime,  and  proTide  against  its  comequenct;. 
But  what  is  tQbt  to  us  now,  for  our  pieseot  ob- 
jects and  purposes?  Tutored  in  the  school  ol 
experience,  we  hare  guarded  againtt  all  danger 
to  our  State  from  such  causes,  bylhe  reatriction* 
already  engrafted  upon  the  ConslitutioD  we  arc 
nalring.  All  our  great  works  of  internal  im- 
prnvemeDl  are  completed,  or  nearly  w,  and  He 
are  in  future  to  embark  in  no  others.  We  shall, 
therefure,  be  in  the  proud  and  bappy  position  dI 
dreading  no  coasequences  fiam  such  a  revulsion, 
let  it  come  when  it  may.  But  all  this  again  ha5 
Dothiaglodo  with  the  present  argument.  We 
have  DOW  only  to  deal  with  a  aimpie  proposition 
to  leare  witb  ihe  Legiilaiure  power  to  save,  ii 
thej  can,  a  portion,  and  it  may  be  a  very;  lat^c 
portion,  of  the  interest  we  are  now  paying  ui 
our  putiiic  debt,  and  of  relieving  to  Ihe  esttnl 
the;  may  so  save  in  our  annual  espenditu re i,  the 
tax-paying  people  of  the  State,  from  the  purpose 
of  taiatioD.  This  is  the  single,  simple,  naked 
proposition  the  Convention  have  to  decide,  and 
with  then  1  DOW  leave  it. 

Mr.  Gmmx  «aqulrad  ol  Uw  Cbsir,  wbctbu 


in  orderfor  htm  to  wlUidnw  the  pi^eii- 
lioQ  he  had  heretofore  ofierod,  mkI  to  (vbnut  is 

thereof  a  suhatilute. 

.fler  tome  enquiry  ai  to  the  state  of  the  ques- 
tion, and   some   coovetsation  on   the  point  of 

The  PustDiNt  stated  that  anch  ■  motioD  vu 
in  order. 

Mr.  GEoaot  thereupon  withdrew  hii  amend- 
ment, and  offered  the  following  in  liea  thereof: 

'No  debt  shall  hereafter  he  contracted  hy  ths 
Legislature,  unless  such  debt  shall  be  authoriMd 
by  a  law,  proiiding'for  Ibe  colleclion  of  an  an- 
nual tax  or  laxei.  sufficient  (o  paytlie  intettatoa 
such  debt  as  it  fails  due,  and  also  to  discharge  Iht 
principal  thereof  within  fifteen  yean  from  the 
time  of  contracting  the  samci  and  the  taxes  laid 
for  this  purpose  shall  not  be  repealed,  or  applied 
lo  any  other  object,  until  the  said  debt  atid  the 
interest  thereon,  shall  be  fully  dlicharged  ;  ami 
(he  amount  of  debu  so  contracted  and  remainiog 
ipaid, shall  never  exceed  cne  hundred  thonsaiid 
illars.    Nor  shall  the  Legislature  hereafter  ap- 
-opriatetbe  public  money,  or  pledgee  the  public 
''     '     ""    "~  of  individuals.  BssoeiatioDi  or 


corporations-,  or  make  appropriations 
■"  ■-■-"■  M  to  any  work  of  internal   improve- 
the  Legislature  may,  without  Isyiiif 


tax,  borrow  any  amount  never  to  exceed  fil(y 
thousand  dollan,  to  meet  temporary  deficiencicl 
in  Ihe  Treasury,  and  may  contract  dehli  to  any* 
amount  that  may  haneceaaary  for  ihe  defuiee  « 
the  Slate." 

Mr-  G.  said,  that  the  object  was  to  let  the 


Cecil, (Mr.  Constable) 

Mr,  Mexbick  thenmoved  to  amend  said  amend- 
ment, by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  folkrw- 

"And  thej  may  at  any  time,  whei  it  may  be> 
come  practicable  to  do  so,  redeem  and  pay  off 
the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  outstandiag 
stocks  or  bonds  of  Ibe  State,  by  an  issue  of  other 
stocks  or  bonds  for  no  greater  amount  than  the 
stock  or  bonda  redeemed  and  bearing  a  In*  i«te 


Mr.  JiHiFER  auggvsted  to  his  colleague,  (Mr. 
Merrick,)  the  propriety  of  fixing  some  limiuiioo. 
The  question,  aa  it  appeared  to  him,  was  merely 
whether  it  will  he  better  for  ua  lo  pay  an  intereat 
of  six  per  cent  on  our  hoods  for  ten  years,  or  of 
three  per  cent  for  (wentj  or  thirty  years.  Ho 
read  the  amendment  to  sliow  that  il  justified  this 
construction.  He  thought  there  could  be  ns  dif* 
culty  in  paying  off  the  public  debt,  aa  it  was  cal- 
led, by  gaining  an  extension  of  time.  The  only 
question  is,  wnelher  i(  is  not  better  to  pay  on 
such  bonds  at  are,  or  aa  they  may  become  due, 
and  tben  empower  the  Legislature  (o  convert  the 
III  per  cent,  bonds  into  three  per  cent  slocks  at 
a  period  not  longer  than  ten  yeaie.  The  State 
would  derive  not  benefit,  as  was  eonoluuvely 
■hown  by  the  genllwiiin  from  Cecil)  (Mi.  H^ 


:  the  pajmsnt  of  the 

)TenH>D  of  the  bondi',  no  mtiter  in  what  u»ii- 
■,  doM  uot  eitinguiib  the  debt.  Bat,  Mr.  J. 
d,  the  only  one  wu,  whetber  ws  ibould  poal- 
M  to  ■  lonrar  period  of  lime,  the  ptjment  of 
I  d«bl,  bj  tbe  J)urchue  ol  three  per  eeuL  at 
ler  las  rmle  oi  intereit  thui  the  lix  per  c«nL 
id*.  Kb  (greed  with  the  gentlemn  from  Ce- 
,  (Mr.  HcLtne,)  that  it  wu  better  *Dd  ubr 
•ItbepnMDtttatem  continue  lilt  now  works. 
■.  J.  uid  hetbdnid  be  in  fsTor  of  nathorisiiiB; 

>  tMiiUtnn  or  Treesunir  to  borrow,  upon 
Mt  uma,  lufieient  fundi  to  pa;  off  bdj  deficit 
ilefa  D^htariMon  account  of  the  intereat. 
Ur.  Cbahbem  congralnlated  himself  on  the 
t,  tbal  tlie  dialinruiihed  renllemeD  who  hid 
■ken  oo  the  lubject,  had  concurred  in  the 
wi  be  b*d  the  honor  to  tubnit  a  ftw  dajri 
ea,  a*  lo  the  proprietj  of  a  ligoroui  eSbrt  to 
r  off  the  pubJio  debt »  prompllj  ai  pouible. 
rbe  amendment  of  the  peotlemaD  from  Cbarlei 
ij  MitboriMs  the  LegisJature  (ore-iaiue  bondo 
«D  it  can  be  doue  at  the  par  Tilue  of  the  ei- 
ng  debt-  There  cannot  be  more  than  >  mil' 
I  at  lis  per  cent,  exchanged  for  a  million  at 
I  nduced  par  cent  The  only  objection  to 
t  conveniou  of  iloctt  from  a  larger  lo  a  inial- 
intereat,  leemed  to  be  that  tbe  period  limited 
the  diKharge  of  the  new  debt,  might  b«  ex- 
ded  to  an  unreaaonable  length. 

joweTer  the  valuation  of  moner  and  other  arti- 

■  night  fluctuate,  there  could  be  no  diSerence 
opinion  a*  lo  tbe  ai'-        — ' 

>  of  interett  In  pre 
Ibe  lery  tame  daj 
i  for  hit  one  hundred,  and  another  receitei 
ee  for  hi*  hundred,  moat  certain!;  the  recelter 
M«  caae  g«ta  double  the  ralue  aa  weli  u  dou- 

tbe  aunl  for  the  UMof  hi*  money.  Of  courae 
holder  of  a  bond  bearini;  >ii  per  cent,,  would 
luo^  it  for  a  bond  of  the  lame  security  at  a 
lar  interat,  imleaa  eileniion  of  time  or  lome 
er  element  lo  increase  iti  Tilue  wai  oflered 
Im  inducement.  The  bondi  at  lix  per  cenL 
id  therelbra  only  be  conferted  when  at  malu- 
■,  for  atoek  on  time  at  a  reduced  rate  of  inter- 

lut  we  have  now  aon/ portion  of  our  public 
it  actually  due,  and  payable  al  the  pleasure  of 
gorernment,  and  more  might  become  due  at 
eriod  which  nould  allow  an  iaaue  of  new 
ek,  at  lower  intereat,  on  reiionable  time, 
Iwitit  estendiog  the  period  at  which  the  large 
lion  of  tha  debt  it  redeamable.  Why  not  al- 
r  the  goiemiDent  tbe  advantage,  in  the  mean 
«,  of  convartiDg  tbe  portion  crt"  the  debt  aetu- 
f  due  into  dock  bearing  leu  intereat  >  Bitrj 
I  who  baard  hia  remarks  a  few  dayi  lince, 
nid  know  hi*  eameat  anxiety  to  get  nd  of  the 
>Jic  debt  at  the  ahortest  poaible  period,  yet  he 
lid  perceiie  nothing  in  the  propoaed  plan  which 
a  in  colliiioD  with  Ihb  view,  prorided   there 

■  a  rcaaonable  limit  to  the  credit  to  be  glren 
tbe  new  aiock.  He  Ikerefore  would  offer,  and 
I  tiie  geatlMUMi  fnim  ChulM  to  acoept,  a  pro- 


Ttaion  by  which  thenev  atook  ihoold  be  redeena- 
ble,  at  Uin  pleature  of  tbe  goTcmment,  not  later 
than  ■even  yean  after  it  ii  iMued. 

Mr.  MimaicK  wiihed  to  say  one  word  on  the 
subject  of  the  limitation  propo*ed,  upon  the  tine 
tbe  new  atock  would  bare  to  run.  He  Ihau^t 
It  objectionable,  for  the  reaaon  that  It  would  im. 
pair  the  value  of  the  new  stock  in  tbe  market,  and 
would  not  be  productive  of  any  good  efliwt 
w*hatever.  If  that  slate  of  tha  money  market  we 
anticipate  should  arlte,  ihii  new  stock,  if  negoti- 
ated at  all,  can,  eoDSislentij  with  ila  objecle, 
only  be  negotiated  when  inlerestahallbeala  vei; 
low  rate,  suppoae  about  three  per  cent.  It  can 
only  be  it  same  such  low  rate,  the  arrengement 
as  contemplated  b;  the  amendment,  of  paying  off 
a  stock  "bearing  a  high  rale  of  intereiti  by  the 
istue  of  a  limilar  amount  of  slock  bearing  a  low 
rate  of  intereat '  can  be  accompiiahed  If  Ihia 
end  be  accompiiahed,  and  youraix  percent,  slocks 
redeemed,  and  your  ilocks  outstanding  bear  in- 
terest only  Bt  the  tale  of  Ihree  per  ceni ,  there 
will  in  the  eient  of  future  Buctualiona  causing  a 
rise  in  ihe  viilue  of  money,  be  no  difficulty,  if  the 
Stale  has  tbe  money,  in  psdeeming  this  three  per 
cent,  atock.  Ihough  it*  redemption  be  not  alipula- 
led  for  in  the  bonds;  the  very  change  in  the  values 
adverted  to  will  make  this  redemption  euy — for 
Ibe  reason,  that  if  money  become*  mote  valuable, 
say  worth  six  per  cent,  a  year.  State  bonds  bear- 
ing only  three  per  cent ,  mud /all  bilmg  par;  and 
therefore,  if  the  State  ahould  have  the'mean*  of 
redeeming  them,  at  a  time  when  Ibis  stale  of 
thing*  extata,  they  can  be  pnrohated  by  your  St- 
eal agent)  below  par,  and  thus  another  large  pro- 
fit  or  saving  may  be  made  for  the  State. 

Mr.  CnaMBiaa  aaked  if  hia  friend  from  Charlaa 
did  not  lee,  that  if  money  rise  above  par  just  at 
Ihe  moment  when  the  State  is  called  on  to  pay 
its  booda.  it  would  have  to  pay  more  than  par  tor 
them.  Tbeae  flucluatiens  are  sometimes  sudden 
and  always  unavoidable  in  any  market. 

Mr.  HaaaicK  said  be  would  authorize  the  Le- 
gislature to  isaue  bond*  bearing  the  loweat  rate  of 
Interest.  No  one  calculates  that  the  intereat  of 
money  is  going  to  fall  so  very  low  aa  oueoi  two 
percent.  Weltnow  itaoscilliliooa  are  continu- 
ally going  on.  This  amendment  ].  oked  to  noth- 
ing more  than  lo  authorize  Ihe  Legislature  to 
borrow  al  [Iba  lowest  rate  of  intereit,  lo  pay 
off  a  debt  bearing  a  high  rale  of  interest.  All 
that  he  now  sought  for  was  lo  cotopaie  opinion* 
with  other  gentleman,  and  Ihen  to  adopt  the  plan 
which  in  the  view  of  the  Convention  would  be 
tbe  wiseiE. 

Mr.  McLsMC  replied.  His  remarks  will  be 
given  hereafter. 

Mr.  SriHciB  read  the  proposition  of  hit  friend 
from  Queen  Anne'a.  (Mr.  George.)  and  referred 
to  ibe  ameodme nia  and  ailment*  aince  present- 
ed, and  contended  that  if  the  amendments  were 
adopled,  the  legislature  might  authorise  the  pay- 
ment of  one  bond  of  a  million,  by  the  substitution 
of  anhther  bond  of  the  like  value,  and  appropri- 
ate the  money  in  the  treasury  to  other  purpoae*. 
The  propoaition  of  his  collea%i«  tci\\);\wi»'o.\»i\i«» 
ipproprtatei  to  a«  iiwibMiia  oS  *»  \«iW*»  «*■ 


and  intertd,  aoi  lo  ne  other  purpoie,  uid  UibI 
tbtle^shtuie  iball  cfcalc  no  new  dabt. 

He  coDletiiled  thai  the  appropriation  of  monej 
for  otber  purposei  did  not  involie  the  crealiun  □( 
B  new  debt.  On  the  contrarj,  he  contended  Ihat 
it  would  Dot.  The  legitlature  could  at  aoj  time, 
paj  off  a  million  by  aubititutin;  another  mi  IIIdd 
Oond.  He  contended  that  then  wm  no  probabil- 
itj  or  the  suoceu  of  an;  plan  looking  to  the  con- 
TertibililT  or  stocks,  a»  DO  man  would  give  up  a 
bond  bearlDi;  six  per  cent  tDlerett  for  one  beai^ 
ing  three  per  rent. 

Besidei,  the  Slate  bu  no  power  lo  redeem  the 
debt  it  iti  pleaaure.  The  holder  of  a  bond,  bear- 
ing sis  per  cent  interest,  would  not  consent  lo  ac- 
cept payment,  when  moaej  was  at  adepreciated 
value.  His  lou  would  be  certain;  no  good 
eould  come    from  the    amendmenls,  but  great 

Mr.  MiaaiUK  espreasad  his  surprise,  Ibatgen- 
tlemet)  on  all  aides,  should  continue  to  argue  as 
if  thequeation  pendiig,wasa  bill  directing  the 
proposed  negotiation  lo  be  actually  made — 
whereas  it  was  a  proposition  mtrelf  to  leave  the 
{nwer  with  the  legislature,  to  eauae  this  pecunia- 
ry negotiation  lo  be  made  herearter,  if  the  pro- 
pitious circumiitaiieesao  ofien  spoken  ofand  ex- 
plained, should  arise;  and  Ihey,  the  legislature, 
ahould  in  their  wiidom  upon  a  view  of  all  the 
concommitant  eircun  ' 
the  adrantsge  and 
so.  He  wu,  no  less  surprisei 
strong  manifeslalions  of  a  fixed  .  , 
Ihe  future  legialatures  of  all  salutary  power,  of 
all  ability  lo  conduct  and  regulate  the  affain  of 
the  Stale.in  such  manner  as  wisdom  and  patriot- 
ism might,  under  circumitancea  hereafter  to 
ariie,  (and  of  whJch,knowing  nothing  about  Ibem, 
of  course,' this  Convention  cannot  judge  J  con-i 
duce  lo  theliappiiiess  and  well-being  of  Ihepco- 1 
pie  of  the  Siate. 

Is  there  to  be  no  faith,  no  confidence  placed  in 
those  who  are  to  compose  ourfuture  legislature^ 
]b  all  wisdom,  all  virtue  concenlralsd  in  this 
Convention?  Who  are  lo  be  our  futnre  legisla- 
ton?  Are  ihey  not  to  be'lhe  same  men  thai  are 
now  heie,  or  there  descentlanls,  or  the  descen- 
dants of  oiher  citiiensof  the  Stale  equally  wise, 
equally  virtuous,  equally  palriolic.wilbthe  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention?  Gentlemen  must  cal- 1 
ctllate  upon  a  melancholy  degeneracy,  a  sad  fall-  , 
ing  off  in  the  old  Maryland  slock,  if  those  who  ' 
arti  lo  compose  our  legislators  in  future,  are  to  ba 
utterly  unworthy  of  all  tiuat  and  confidence.  1 1 
thouKhtlhe  agewas  progrersive.  Man  was  ad- i 
vancing  in  morals,  science  and  learning — and  far  j 
'from  becoming  in  Aiture  le»  win  and  patriotic, 
were  to  be  expected  to  improre  upon  theit  ances- 
try, i 

In  i^ponw  to  the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr. 
McLana,)  who  had  argued  Ihai  the  pending  pro- 
poaition  would  continue  existing  taxes  beyond  ' 
the  periid  which  would  otherwise  he  required  j 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  he  mutt  say  , 
that  such  an  argument  appeared  to  him  strange  . 
indeed.  It  was  not  so  intended;  it  could  have  do 
aitcii  effect.  Its  end  and  object  wa*  to  save  mo- 
■M)' lo  Uw  SUM;  to  i«b«v«  Uwfto^&Qtt  their  i 


burtbent.  ■odtoitretbentoaoMe  eat^tpnaaat 

relief.    We  now  raise   hy  taxation,   from  tbe 
pockets  of  the  people,  aomeeix  hundred  tbowaad 


Croposei   lo  give   th«    Li^aler* 
B,  can  he  eSSelcd,  and  your  whols 


amend] 

dabt  often  milliona  bearing  aiz  per  c«nt  itrtersM, 
ean  be  exchanged  for  a  debt  of  the  mne  amooal 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  (tree  per  cMl.only, 
we  eeriainly  would  save  by  that  exchange  lim 
kiHdmt  lAnisand  doUan  a  year;  and  inMaadef 
raising  annually  by  taxation  rix  buDdred  IbMasnd 
dollars  a  year  lo  pay  the  interest — Ikm  hnoini 
thousand  dollara  only  would  be  reqairtd  (or  llisi 
purpose;  and  Muhalf  the  present  taxea  nigfet  bs 
repealed.  This  is  the  object;  and  thia  would  bt 
the  effect.    IT  not  to  tbe  whdo  exlenl,  t*  si 

Ereat  an  extant  as  Ihe  exchange  oeiild  be  efledc' 
y  the  Legislilure.     Far  then  from  eMtiaui^ 
taxes  beyond  the  period  during  which  ndarlli 
existing  slate  of  things  they  would  ba  required- 
this  meaaure  contemplated. ^ivea  immediate ir 
lieflo  the  people,  by  dispeoiing  with  the  Mecar 
lyfora  Isrge  porUon  of  them.    No  maaeanUtr 
inxioos  thanh-       -  ■    --—    -■-■■-  -■-" 
[uiahed,  and  bi 
...    ,  used  which  ei 
to  expedite  snd  facilitate  thatr«anlt,  and  ace 
pliih  it  with  Ihe  least  poHlble  amount  of  la 
lion.    II  was  a  high  and  holy  duty,  incaab 
upon  every  one,  to  lessen  tbe  burlbeos  of  ib 
people,  as  far  and  as  soon  aa  eoald  be  mid*  ccr 
sisient  with  the  public  faith 
ding  lo  this  end,  be  had  moved  tbe  poDdiagim' 


Mr.  Brdwk.  j  think  thia  question  baa 
sufficiently  discu»ted,  and  I  am  anxious  to  f 
with  Ihe  business.    I  move  the  pravious  qu*- 

Mr.  CaaHBaRi,of  Kent,  sent  to  the  Cleft 'ttt- 

ble  the  anendment  be  had  indicatad,  and  vbd 
was  as  follows : 

"  PmUid,  That  such  sew  bonds  oi 
shall  be  made  redeemable  within  acTti 
from  the  time  of  their  being  iraued." 

Mr   MaaaicK  accepted  the  amao 
modification  of  his  own  proposition. 

Mr.  JiHirin  suggested  another  ai 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  Meirick,)  which  led  lo  M 
convenation  between  ttie  two  genllemf     ' 
M-  explaining  that  the   object  of  hia  c 
would  be  accomplished  by  tbi 
modified  form. 

Mr.  CoNtTiiLE  requested  Mr.  BaewNia         

draw  the  demand  for  the  ptr^vioua  queatin 'I  .^ 
enable  him,  (Mr.  C  ,)  to  aay  a  few  woids  ia 'I ' 
ply  to  the  gentleman  from  Queea  AimI  (*I 
Spencer.) 

Mr.  BaowH  assented. 

So  tbe  demand  for  the  preriotu  qsniitf  *' 

Mr.  CousiaBLi  apote  at  length  !■  mH' '  ' 
naarti  will  ba  gi — ' "-- 


Mr.  Giuoii  rose,  be  taiJ,  not  with  □ 
view  to  objaci  to  Ibe  p[opo*i([oni  of  the  geotle- 
mu  from  Cuil,  (Mr.  Conatabte.)  but  10  aniwer 
Itia  objactioni  nrfaich  hid  been  mide  to  the  pro- 
OKitiuo  of  hii  eollea^e.    Tba  gentlemaa  Trom 


D  lli« 


nKitiuo  of  hii  Bollesjue.  Th 
Cecil,  it  onwilliiis  to  confer 
Lagulatura,  U,  conlract  debU 
(M«  hundred- thousinil  dollira,  btciuH.  to  [hi! 
unount,  the  nonej  might  be  applied  lo  anj  pur- 
posa  whatever.  If  the  gentleman  would  examine 
Iba  articlei,  ■ubmitted  bj  his  cnlleaKue,  (Mr 
GnorKe,)  he  would  find  that  it  ciiuld  not  be  ap- 
plied to  tbe  u»e  of  socielies,  corporations,  or  lo 
purpoiei  of  Internal  imprOTemenl.  Hia  tol- 
league  had  not  enumeiaied  ihe  objecta  lo  which 
it  migbi  be  applied,  becouie  it  was  imponible  to 
lotwe  all  the  contingencies  which  might  occa. 
lion  adeficiencj  in  tlie  treasury  It  was  obriom, 
boweier,  that  Ihe  eurrenl  reTeniia  might  ooca- 
aioullf  be  iniufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  thi 
pablic  debt,  and  meet  the  neceuar;  eiperses  of 
the  Stale.  The  statebouse  oi  (he  iobacco-ware- 
Boueaa.  might  be  deatroyad  b;  fire  and  the  Legis- 
leture  should  haie  Ihe  power  to  borrow  a  Mmrled 
imount  to  meet  sueh  conlingenciea  u  Ihey  arise, 
llle  gentleman  from  Cecil  apprehends  that  the 
iMpileture,  if  this  power  were  conferred,  would 
eoler  into  every  kind  of  wild  speculation ;  hul 
■■  lb«  imoont  of  debt  to  be  contracted  was  limi- 
ted lo  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  was  Id 
baeecompapied  by  a  Ui,  and  could  not  be  ap- 
plied to  ihe  use  of  corporations  or  to  Ihe  pur- 
poaea  of  Internal  improvement,  there  could  be 
DO  danger  of  an  abuse  of  Ihe  power.  If  the  i>D- 
mediale  represenUiives  of  the  people  could  not 
ho  trailed  lo  this  limited  extent,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  aboli'h  the  Legislaliiie. 

Mr.  DOHALOSOH  laid  tiie  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick,)  was 
aiwgaited,  he  believed,  by  a  claiiae  of  Ihe  section 
■which  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  had  proposed  some  days 
before,  and  which  Ihe  Convention  had  rejected. 
The  purpose  of  that  clinse  he  had  explained  al 
the  lime,  lo  be  mainly  to  provide  for  a  tempora- 
ry deflcil  of  revenue,  if  any  such  should  occur. 
The  treasurer  now,  under  an  Ael  of  Assembly, 


li  the  power  lo  m 


e  such  a  loin, 


■idared  it  imporant  to  the  credit  of  the  Suie 
that  Ihe  power  should  not  be  taken  away.  He 
hwl  before  explained  how,  on  accnunl  of  Ihe  ine- 
quality of  Ihe  eiperditureaofditferent  quarters 
there  might  be  a  deSciency  at  (he  particular  day 
when  money  was  needed,  aJthuugh  the  whole 
joar  m^t  show  a  large  aurplus.  Ifsome  great 
-'■•■J  were  to  happenito  our  public  works  in 
irse  of  any  year,  end  we  are  bound  (o  i 
ir  such  contingencies,  we  might  find  the 
jfuwBi  to  borrow  ahsolutel^  necessary,  to  save 
tbepublie  faith,  and  yel,  tiie  sum  borrowed. 
eould  so  soon  be  repaid  out  of  accruing  revenue.  , 
tliet  the  levf  ing  a  new  lax  would  be  uaelcjs  and 
abmrd.  These  considecations.  however,  had  | 
had  no  weight  with  the  Convention.  Under  the 
iofliuDee  of  a  panic,  proceeding  from  tlie  reool- 
leotion  of  former  extravagance— gentlemen  muat  , 
•xouaabimforsaying  so— tbe  power  had  been, 
wtJMl;  deatrojed.  Time  would  pnUUy  "^  — 
who  WW  rigbt  on  tint  poiot. 

A3 
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But  he  bad  stated  that  another  purpose  of  ibe 
last  clause  of  the  aaelioa  hepnposed,  waa  lo 
enable  the  Slaie  to  redeem  ill  kan^  when  they 
became  payable,  in  caie  (here  weie  not  ■dequa(e 
funds  in  the  treasury,  by  borrowJDg  at  a  lower 
ra(e  of  interest  if  money  were  ihen  abundant. 
Tbe  gen(lem>in  frotn  Cecil,  (Mr.  McLane.)  bad 
(hen  niiaapprehended  [he  purpoieof  that  clause, 
suppf'Smg  ii  to  mean  (hat  mooey  should  be  bor- 
row* data  low  rate  of  interest,  to  buy  up  (be 
State  loans  not  yel  due  and  at  premium  io  the 
market.  He  agreed  with  that  genileman  that 
such  a  coune  would  be  had  financiering.  He 
I  now  undei«tond  thai  gentleman  to  say  tiiat  if 
I  loans,  when  they  became  redeemable,  were  dis- 
charged, a>  they  could  be,  at  par,  with  monij 
lioirnwed  at  a  lower  rale  of  interest,  (he  ijtale 
would  of  course  be  the  gainer  by  the  diSereues 
in  the  interest. 

Mr.  McLakb  aMented.  He  had  so  said  this 
laoroing. 

Mr.  UoHSLOBOH  continued : 

This  part  of  his  proposition  was  now  urg- 
ed as  a  separate  amendment  by  the  genile- 
man from  Charles,  (Mr.  Merrick.)  He.(>lr. 
D.,)  considered  it  well  (hat  such  a  power  should 
tie  given,  but  wilh  great  delerence  to  that  gentle- 
man, he  must  lay.  (hal  iti  importance  had  been 
rery  much  overrated.  We  nevrr  i'.oul<l  save  any 
(reat  amount  of  money  by  (he  operulion  conlem- 
pla(ed  ;  for  Ihe  simple  reason,  (hat  the  mass  of 
our  debt  WB1  not  redeemable  until  (be  years 
I87Q  and  18^0.  Before  the  first  named  period, 
he  hoped  that  all  our  debt  woul  I  beeitlng'iisbed; 
for,  if, our  tax  syitem  remai i  uni'uched,  (he 
sinking  fund  and  the  Kurplusses  wi  I  have  absort>- 
ed  the  whole.  It  was  only,  (hen,  lo  in  much  of 
our  debt  as  was  now  redeemable,  or  would  loon 
Decome  so,  thai  the  amendment  could  apply:  and 
the  gain  lo  Ihe  Slate,  in  any  ease,  euuld  not  be 
rery  considersb)e.  As  a  mat'er  ot  course,  the 
holders  of  our  stock  would  not  surrender  tho 
4lock  for  par  when  it  commanded  a  premium  in 
[he  market,  and  we  could  not  com  mute  for  a  low- 
er rale  of  inlerest  until  (be  lime  fixed  for  re- 
ilfmption.  The  gentleman  from  Charles  had 
probably  forgotten  al  what  distant  dates  mott  of 
our  loans  were  payoble. 

There  was  much  force  in  what  the  genileman 
from  Crcil  said  on  tbe  danger  of  protracting  the 
ihe  limeol  final  payment  of  the  debt  by  new  loans, 
Hven  al  a  lower  rate  of  inleieil  than  the  old.  It 
might  lead  to  a  reduction  of  taxes,  and  he  agreed 
that  such  a  result  would  more  than  counteract 
the  benefit  lo  he  derived  from  (he  saving  in  In- 
To  meet  Ibi*  view,  it  was  hettcrto  place 
Eome  limit  of  time,  as  suggested  by  tbe  gentlc- 
rnan  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chamhers.)  within  which 
the  new  loans  should  certainly  he  redeemable. 

Mr.  D,  declared  his  great  satiifuclion  at  Ihe 
Fitrong  expreuion*  of  the  Kcntleman  from  Cecil, 
in  favor  of  continuing  in  full  force  our  present 
system  of  Uistion  until  our  whole  debt  is  dis- 
charged. He  himscll  had  (akeii  occasion  i  weak 
ago  to  espreis  his 


;  su'Jeel. 
swar  to  the  nntlemaa  from  Frederick,  (Mr. 
TbMMlJ.tBdU  told  ban  Kt^V  (.Ux.<:s«Kax- 


bcn.)b»d*blj  lupported  Uw  nm«  ud«or  th«| 
quenion.  Mr.  D.  repeated  what  he  had  beforti 
•uerted  on  tbii  point,  and  aaid,  thai  if  it  wire  I 
Cully  rMlittd  that  all  our '.ebt  would  be  diichai^  | 
cd  in  the  eouraa  of  len  or  twelve  Tcan,  lbs  pre- 1 
taut  ralui  of  e>er;  rood  of  land  Id  the  Slats ' 
would  ba  ioeieised,  in  ipite  of  Ibe  laxet  we  have  I 

la  regard  to  the  ■<rBteni  of  inlenial  improTe- 
ment  adopted  bj  Ifait  Blale,  and  the  coaKqucnt 
burden*  of  taialioQ.  be  look  the  liberty  of  differ^ 

a>D  lome  degree  from  the  centlsman  from  Ce- , 
,  wbo  teemed  tolook  upon  Uiem  as  oTila  of  luch 
trenendoua  magnitude.  I)e,  binuelf,  when  he 
considered  the  peculiar  poaition  and  circumstan- 
ees  of  Marjland,  did  not  heaitale  to  sa;.  tbat 
Id  spite  of  all  the  Dionay  reckleaalj  waated  on 
projects  that  shuuM  not  have  been  entertained, 
and  in  spile  ofsll  the  laxatioQ  we  bad  suflered, 
the  whole  re^ulL  bad  been  bunrficial  to  the  State. 
Those  public  works  which  wern  alreadj  produc- 
tive of  great  beneSt  to  the  State,  and  whiab  be 
considered  abaDlutel;  essential  lo  her  future  proa- 

Ccrilv,  would  Bpt  have  been  undertiken,  if  Ihej 
id  depended  ■olelj  on  private  capital  and  enter- 
trise.  If  thej  had  not  been  undertaken,  Mary- 
ind  would  have  sunk  into  insignificance  among 
her  sister  States.  Nor  has  the  pressure  of  debt 
been  without  its  adrantaRes  to  us,  not  onlj  in 
testing  the  public  virtue,  DUt  in  giWng  valuable 
lessons  for  the  future.  The  sTStem  would  have 
been  an  almost  unmixeS  benefit,  if  the  true  Saan- 
dal  principle  bau  been  followed,  of  providing  io 
the  liws  creating  the  debt,  subatantial  ways  and 
means  fur  its  liquidation.  As  the  Slate  Iheu  bad 
no  receipts  from  internal  impioTemcDts,  taxation 
should  have  been  at  once  resorted  to.  Then  ex- 
traragsQce  and  specutatiie  schemes  would  have 
been  effectually  checked.  Still,  taking  mstten 
at  the  wont,  the  whole  result  was,  in  bis  opinion, 
beneficial. 
Mr.  DoxiEi  without  intending  to  make  any  ex- 
tensive remarks,  couRI  not  but  notice  some  of 
the  strange  propositions  which  he  had  heard,  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  ceoversion  of  stock,  and  the 
calculations  which  had  Iwen  made  of  the  early 


from  Worcester,  had  been  adopted,  be  should 
have  said  we  were  in  a  slate  of  happy  exemption 
from  all  diiquielude  upon  the  subject.  He  knew 
that  a  great  part  of  the  debt  would  not  be  pay- 
able until  IbTO  and  IB91),  and  he  also  knew  thai 
■II  the  calculations  which  had  been  made  of  Ibc 
actual  payiDent  of  the  entire  public  debt  were 
somewhat  problematical.  Some  of  the  personi 
who  hold  Maryland  debt,  will  hold  on  to  tbeii 
bonds,  and  rejecL  all  offers  for  their  redemption: 
but  the  number  of  such  is  not  large,  sjid  Ihej  in- 
terpose no  serious  obstacle  lo  the  state's  emanci- 
pation from  its  public  debt.  The  great  body  of 
the  bond  holders  ere  mare  Bpeculaion,'who  holil 

tbedabtaotu  &  pmuDMt  towtHawrti  tut  ta 


an  article  oftrBffic,aiubjeetforfpecDlatian,aod 
on  offering  them  a  shade  above  the  market  price, 
the  slock  ta  at  your  service  and  is  thereby  re- 
deemed. The  State  will,  therefore,  meet  with 
no  d  ifficulty  in  redeeming  the  great  porlioe  of  hs 
debl,as  soon  as  it  poaeasses  the  meana  of  doing  so- 
He  desired  Ihe  sinking  fund  or  rather  its  m- 
come  and  accutnul aliens  to  be  used  for  ihat  pur- 

Cose,  a>  it  heretofore  has  been  as  long  a*  the 
olden  of  the  Stale  debt,  would,  bj  sale  or  re- 
demption, permit  the  operaiioD.  When  ibe 
impracticable  stockholders,  (if  he  might  so  call 
them,}  put  an  end  to  the  opentions  of  Ibe  , 
sinking  fund  in  Maryland  aioclca  its  inveatmenU 
should  be  made  in  Bute  stock)  of  Mmachmelti, 
New  York.  VirEinia,  eta.,  until  the  amoDiil 
thereof  purchased,  was  adequate  to  the  pajmenl 
ofthe  Marylanddebt  as  iU  maturitj,  and  in  tl>e 
meantime,  lo  keep  down  the  interest  Ibereon  At 
that  desirable  epoch,  he  regarded  our  Slate  debt 
ai  paid;  it  then  would  cea>e  to  excile  dreader 
appreheniions  in  the  minds  of  ihe  mottlimarodi. 
lie  staled  that  the  value  of  Stale  ttodt,  mainly 
depended  on  the  remoteness  of  the  period  at 
which  il  was  redeemable.  The  more  renMe 
thai  period,  the  higher  the  market  price  of  tbe 
itock. 

He,  therefore,  was  in  favor  of  the  power  pio- 

Ced  to  be  given  by  the  gontlemaQ.fromCbarin. 
bladeeire  for  its  adaption  bad  been  nsaiiy 

extlngulshediby  an  amenament  he  had  accepWd, 

which,  bebelioved,  fad  almost  wholly  paralited 

Its  original  eScieucj. 
I      Mr.  McLaue  enquired  of  Hr.  Doasai,  if  U 

oould  name  any  tnitance  in  wbich  such  a  Ghd- 
I  cial  operation  as  Ihat  contemplated  bj  the  gen- 
:  tleman  from  Charles,  had  erei  taken  plactf 
I  Mr.  DoKsai  could  not,  at  the  moment,  callte 
I  mind  any  lucb  iiislance,  as  he  was  not  very  ooo- 
I  veraant  with  stock  operations,  never  having  bees 
I  engaged  in  them,  but  had  no  doubt  then  had 
I  been  many  such,  for  reasons  moalobviouL 
I      He  then  illustrated   bis  statement  by  patlbi{ 

a  supposititious  case  of  atnnaction  tietweeutwc 
I  individuals;  and  slated  that  he  bad  seen  aeeounls 
i  of  such  transactions,  but  ooutd  not  now  specify 

time.    He  repeated  that  the  value  of  the  litate 

bonds  depended  on  the  time  they  had  to  run.  He 

had  seen  in  a  recent  publication  of  the  piicc  tj 
'  ilocks,  that  a  five  per  cent,  stock  which  had  a 
I  long  time  to  run,  was  selling  at  a  higher  prke 
,  tbanasii  per  cent,  slock  redeemable  in  a  aboHer 

period.  This  he  had  teen,  and  he  atipposrd  Dlh 
;  era  also  had  seen  it. 

j  He  presumed  the  five  per  cent  stock  had  a 
I  long  time  lo  run.  and  thai  ihe  six  per  cent,  stack 
[  was  payable  now  or  in  some  short  period.  Ha 
I  objected  lolhe  limilalion  of  seven  yeara.  because 
I  he  conceived  il  was  loo  short  a  period.  He  did 
I  not  think  the  debt  could  be  [»id  in  twelve  or 
;  fourleon  jeara.  not  because  tbe  Slate  wdqU  not 
j  be  nble  to  pay  it  before  that  time,  btil  became 

all  the  holders  of  Ihe  bonds  will  not  sell  or  re- 
I  ceive   the  money  for  them.    But  the  geotteDBi 

from  Cecil  asks  if  we  haveaaurplus  in  the  Tiva- 
,  sury  what  do  we  mean  to  do  with  it  >  And  then 
I  ba  pte*  OQ  to  Mprat  bb  ten  UiH  U  ifill  bi  a- 
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BiMted  ID  unwiie  speoi^tioiM.  Not  to.  He, 
]ike  the  gentlemaD  rrom  Carroll,  (Mr.  Brown,) 
had  too  much  coofidence  in  the  Legislature  to 
feel  any  such  apprehensions,  aad  the  constitution- 
al provisions  already  adopted  rendered  such  in- 
dieeretioDS  morally  impracticable.  He  then  went 
into  a  view  of  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund. 
The  moment  that  fund  becomes  adequate  to  the 
public  debt  and  interest  thereon  as  it  accrues,the 
Lenslature  will  repeal  all  our  taxes,  and  not 
wait  until  1870  or  1880;  when  our  debt  is  re- 
d— mable. 

He  admitted  that  States,  likeindividual^,  were 
boaod  to  discharge  their  obligations.  When  debts 
become  due,  every  indiridual  strives  to  pay  them; 
and  when  he  6nd8  difficulty  for  the  moment  his 
notorious  solvency  and  punctuality,  enable  him 
to  biHTow  for  the  purpose.  He  had  no  such  idle 
terror  of  debt,  that  ne  would  not  be  perfectly 
willing  to  give  his  bond  for  ten  thousand  dollars, 
bcttring  an  interest  at  three  per  cent.,  and  at  the 
■una  time  lend  the  same  amount  on  a  bond  bear- 
infi;  six  per  cent.,  to  a  person  of  as  unquestioned 
•olvency  as  himself. 

If  the  State  by  extending  the  time  of  payment, 
could  issue  bonds  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent, 
and  receive  in  exchange  its  own  bonds  at  six  p?r 
cent.,  the  exchange  would  be  a  beneficial  opera- 
tloD.  And  here  Mr.  D.  read  a  statement  which 
be  had  prepared,  to  show  the  immense  eains  by 
such  an  operation  aAer  ^long  period  of  years 
apon  the  just  principles  of  compound  interest. 

By  cariring  on  the  calculation,  it  would  be 
seen  what  would  be  ,the  effect  of  the  sinking 
fund,  before  the  debt  becomes  due.  The  people 
of  the  State  are  not  now  discontented  about  the 
taxes.  They  all  agree  that  it  is  better  to  contin- 
ue them  until  the  means  of  paying  the  public 
debt  have  been  provided,  when  taxation  should 
terminate.  He  repeated  that  he  had  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  virtue  and  discretion  of  the  Liegis- 
lature,  under  the  restrictions  we  have  already 
imposed  on  it,  and  he  thought  that  power  should 
be  vested  in  them  to  make  such  appropriations 
as  future  events  might  render  indispensably  re- 
quisUe.  He  would,  therefore,  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment under  consideration. 

Mr.  D.  then  said  that  he  wa?  now  enabled  to 
point  the  gentleman  from  Cecil  to  one  instance 
where  a  six  per  cent,  stock  before  it  became  due, 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  and  that  of  his 
friend  from  Baltimore,  was  converted  into  a 
five  per  cent,  stock.  It  was  the  stock  of  the  city 
•f  Baltimore 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  MtfaaicK. 

Mr.  DoascT  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  striking  out  the  words  **seven  years.** 

Mr.  D.  said,  he  saw  no  object  in  retaining 
tliese  words  They  paralysed  and  destroyed  the 
obiHst  of  the  amendment 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  tlie  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Merrick, 

And  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  op  the  aubititute 
of  Nr.  uBOMi. 


Mr.  CoMSTABLC  asked  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion upon  striking  out. 

A  division  was  ordered*  accordingly. 

Mr.  McHknrt  moved  to  amend  said  amend- 
ment, by  adding^  at  the  end  thereof  these  words, 
*'or  meet  the  just  liabilities  of  the  State  incur- 
red previously  to  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion." 

This  smendment  Mr.  Comstablb  accepted. 

Some  explanations  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
McLavb,  SrBNCER,  CoMSTABLB,  and  Thomas, 
took  part. 

On  a  suggestion  by  Mr.  McLaitb, 

Mr.  Constablb  further  modified  h'la  amend- 
ment, by  retaining  that  portion  of  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Gbobob,  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

**But  the  Legislature  may  without  laying  a  tax 
borrow  an  amou<it  never  exceeding  fiftv  Uiousand 
dollars  to  meet  temporary  deficiencies  in  the 
Treasury.'* 

Mr.  Thomas  expressed  his  preference  for  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  George.  He  also  called  at- 
tention to  the  amendment  which  had  been  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  McHinbt  and  accepted  as  a  modifi- 
cation by  Mr.  Constable,  ana  which  he  (Mr. 
T.)  regarded  as  an  objectionable  and  perilous 
proposition. 

And  then,  without  taking  any  question  the 
Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  ten 
o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY.  March  5th,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o^clock. 
jPrayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gbauff. 
The  roll  of  the  members  was  called,  and  a 
quorum  being  present,  the  journal  of  yesterday 

was  read  and  approved. 

* 

license  system. 

Mr.  Sbllman  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Anne  Arundel  and  Calvert  counties, 

foraying  that  the  privilege  to  sell  intoxicating 
iquors  shall  not  be  granted  to  any  person  in  any 
part  of  the  State,  except  the  same  shall  be  first 
sanctioned,  or  approved  of  by  a  maiority  of  the 
votes  in  the  election  district  where  the  same  is  to 
be  sold . 

Which  was  read,  and  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sellman, 

Referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  on 
that  subject. 

DESECRATION  OF  GRAVE  TABD6. 

Mr.  Davis  presented  a  petition  of  George  L. 
L.  Davis,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  **grave  yards." 

Which  was  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis, 

Referred  to  committee  No.  14. 

TBE  LEGISLATIVE  DEPABTMBNT. 

-  TheCoiiTeQtiQiki«BKiM4>^'^  5»BaW«v;t&is»iL^ 
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the  committee  on  the  legislative  department  of 
the  goTernm^nt 

The  question  pending  before  the  ConTentionon 
yesterday,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Constable,  and  amended  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  McHbnrt. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words  <*or 
to  meet  the  just  liabilities  of  the  State  incurred 
previously  to  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion." 

[These  words  were  yesterday  proposed  by  Mr. 
McHbnrt  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Constable,  as  a 
modification  of  his  proposition.] 

Mr.  McHenrt  said,  he  did  not  desire  to  de- 
tain the  Convention,  nor  was  he  so  arroeant  as  to 
suppose  that  any  lemarks  which  he  could  submit. 
Would  counter-balance  the  force  of  the  opposition 
which  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Frede- 
rick, (Mr.  Thomas,)  had  yesterday  made.  He, 
(Mr.  McH.,)  must,  however,  be  permitted  to 
disclaim  any  intention  to  authorise  the  State  to 
borrow  money  for  schemes  of  stock-jobbii  e.  He 
doubted  whether  the  words  of  the  amendment 
conveyed  any  such  sifnification.  No  man  in  the 
State,  or  out  of  it,  was  more  opposed  than  him- 
self, to  the  corruption  and  iniquity  of  stock-job 
bing  and  trading  with  the  public  money.  He 
reao  and  explained  his  amenament.  In  the  event 
of  such  a  convulsion  as  h>*d  swept  over  the 
country  in  1837,  again  occurring,  it  was  probable 
that  a  deficit  in  the  treasury  of  the  State  far  ex- 
ceeding fifty  thousand  dollars,  mi^ht  take  place. 
It  was  to  meet  a  ca^  of  that  kind,  as  any  other 
case  in  which  the  faith  of  the  Sta*e  was  justly 
and  properly  pledged,  that  he  had  offered  his 
amendment  If  any  gentleman  of  more  experi- 
ence than  himself,  would  suggest  a  form  of  words 
which  would  meet  the  objert  he  had  in  view, 
and  would  not  be  liable  to  the  exceptions  taken 
to  his  own,  he,  (Mr.  McH.,)  would  cheerfully 
adopt  it.  They  had  all  the  same  object  at  heart— 
the  maintenance  untarnished  of  the  faith  and 
honor  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Brown  caid.  that  no  man  would  question 
the  purity  of  the  motive,  or  the  singleness  of  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Harford,  (Mr. 
McHenry  )  Buv  in  his,  (Mr.  B.'s)  judgment, 
the  amendment  would  bear  a  construe  tion  which 
the£entleman  himself  did  not  intend  should  be 
putupon  it.  It  seemed  to  him,  (Mr.  B.,)  that 
the  amendment  cave  to  the  Legislature  the  power 
to  adopt  the  very  course  indicated  in  the  amend- 
■  ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Mer- 
rick,) and  which  had  been  voted  down  by  the 
Convention. 

He,  (Mr.  B.,)  could  not  vote  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  [Mr.  Consta* 
ble.]  so  long  as  this  provision  remained  in  it.  If 
the  gentleman  would  strike  out  this  provision,  he 
(Mr.  H.,]  would  vole  for  the  amendment  rather 
than  for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne,  [Mr-  Gvorgc] 

Mr.  CoNriTAVLK  cxprcssed  his  desire  again  to 

modify  his  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  provi. 

sion  offered   by  the  gentleman   from   Harford, 

[Mr.  McHenry,]  yesterday,  and  accepted  by  him- 

aelf.    He,  [Mr.  <;.,!  «ri>uld  withdraw  that  bra&cfa 

of  the  aneodfltaty  if  so  oli|}eeU<m  wamiAt* 


Mr.  McHbnrt  said,  there  would  be  do  objee- 
tion  on  his  part. 

Some  conversation  followed,  after  wbicb 

Mr.  Constable  modified  his  proposition  by 
striking  out  the  words  **or  to  meet  the  just  liabib- 
ties  of  the  Statb,  incurred  previously  to  tbe  sisp- 
tion  of  this  Constitution  ? 

Mr.  McHbnrt  now  moved  to  amend  tke 
amendment  of  Mr.  Constablb,  by  inserting  the 
following  in  place  of  the  words  just  strtdne 
out: 

"Or  ab^lutely  necessary  to  enable  tbe  Stats 
to  discharge  in  good  faith  its  just  lisbiiities  ie- 
curred  previous^  to  the  adoption  of  this  Goosti- 
tution." 

Mr.  McH.  said,  it  seemed  to  him  that  if  there 
was  any  force  in  the  meaning  of  words,  the 
amendment  as  now  modified  by  him,  could  not  be 
liable  to  the  objections  urged  against  It  yester- 
day by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Fred- 
erick, (Mr.  Thomas.) 

Mr.  Thomas  remarked  that,  as  special  refer- 
ence hsd  been  made  to  him  by  tbe  aentlenaa 
from  Harford,  (Mr.  McHeniry.)  he,  [Mr.  T.,J 
would  respond  simply  by  rayinjc,  that  he  coon 
not  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposition.  He  dui  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  enter  again  upon  a  state- 
ment of  the  objections  which  be  bad  indicated. 
He  preferred  the  amendment  of  tbe  gentleaiaa 
from  Queen  Anne's,  [Mr.  Geoi^ge.] 

Mr.  McHbnrt  said^ 

He  had  hoped,thattIie  gentleman  from  Frede- 
rick, (Mr.  1  boma:i,)  would  find  that  the  amend- 
ment, as  now  modified,  was  free  from  the  objee- 
tion  which  had  been  urged  yesterday.  He  was 
sorry  that  so  important  a  proposition  had  ao  fee- 
ble an  advocate  as  himself.  He  could  only  ex- 
press the  hope  that  it  would  recommend  itself  to 
the  favor  of  the  Convention,  and  he  would  ahk  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Grason  rose,  he  said,  to  call  the  attentioD 
of  the  Convention  to  the  question  as  it  now 
stood,  it  would  be  remembered  ihat  the  two 
articles  submitted  by  his  colleague,  [Mr George] 
had  been  adopted  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 
But  many  members  of  the  body,  upon  reflection, 
were  apprehensive  that  the  restraints  placed  up- 
on the  legislature  were  not  sufficient,  and,  there* 
foie,  it  was  suggested  lo  his  colleague,  that  it 
might  be  advantageous  that  the  articles  might  be 
reconsidered,  with  a  view  so  to  amend  them,  ai 
to  prevent  the  legislature  in  the  most  p.isitive 
terms,  from  again  embarking  in  any  wild  or  extra- 
vagant schemes.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  satis- 
fied with  the  two  articles  in  tbe  form  in  which 
they  had  b^^en  adopted;  t>ecause,  in  thexxnirseof 
his  experience,  he  had  found  that  when  mea 
were  anxious  to  obtain  too  much,  they  were  apt 
to  obtain  less  than  they  originally  asked^* 

It  seemed  to  him  that  the  restrictions  Impofsd 
by  the  amendment  of  his  colleague,  were  suffici- 
ent to  secure  the  people  from  the  imposition  of 
further  burthens  He  was  satisfied  that,  if  these 
articles  had  been  a  part  of  the  original  Constitu- 
tion, the  State  would  not  at  this  day  have  becB 
incumbered  with  one  cent  of  debt. 

But  as  it  was  a  matter  ef  great  importBoes  ts 
\  ipc«n^\  ^2D!t  Ve^^litufe  from  contnotiiig  a  liig» 
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lebt,  ftnd  knowing  that  the  motioQ  to 
irould  be  made,  he  was  dispoaed  to 
le  wishes  of  gentlemen  who  desired 
rietioDS,  rather  than  risk  the  whole 
To  his  mind,  the  most  important  ob- 
ecomplished  bj  the  call  of  this  Con- 
I  to  place  restnctions  upon  the  le^is- 
>reTent  them  hereafter  from  inTolTwg 
peeuoianr  difficulty.  But  he  did  not 
tthe  legislature,  as  a  captured  enemj 
to  them,  even  the  honors  of  war. 
osition  of  his  friend  from  Cecil,  (Mr. 
actually  treated  the  legislature  as  if 
foreign  enemy;  the  gentleman  wts 
ist  them  with  any  expenditure  of  the 
)y.  And  it  was  his,  (Mr.  G^s  ,)  opin- 
s  propositions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Constable,]  even  in  their  original 
)  much  more  likely  to  inToWe  the 
ifficulty  than  the  proposition  of  bis, 
colleague. 

he  interest  which  he  felt  in  this  mat- 
itiTe  reform,  he  did  not  wish  to  em- 
tie  down  the  legislature  by  Constitu- 
sions  in  such  a  manner  as  to  stop  the 
e  goTernment.  He  was  disposed  to 
;  the  objection  to  the  proposition  of 
e,  if  any  could  be  raised  against  it, 
iras  too  stringent. 

6.,]  would  himself  have  been  willing 
extent  of  one  hundred  thousand,  in- 
f  thousand  dollar!,  to  meet  deficien- 
reasury,  not  fearing  that  any  prejudi- 
would  have  followed  from  the  adop- 
nore  extended  limit, 
tion  which  the  Convention  haAaow  to 
whether  they  would  take  the  propo- 
colleague,  [Mr.  George,]  as  modi- 
ild  take  the  various  propositions  of 
an  from  Cecil,  [Mr.  Constable.]  and 
the  amendment  of  th^  gentleman 
rd,  [Mr.  McHenry.J 
G  ,]  utiderstood  that  the  true  mean- 
imendmentof  the  gentlemsn  from 
IS,  that  the  legislature  might  impose 
!ie  purpose  of  redeeming  the  public 
to  contracted.  The  gentleman  seem- 
der  the  supposition  that  no  provision 
made  for  the  payment  of  that  debt, 
heard  from  various  Quarters  of  the 
and  amongst  others,  irom  the  gen- 
1  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Donaldson,) 
ate  knowledge  of  the  financial  condi- 
State  was  well  known,  that,  in  the 
'elve  or  fifteen  years,  the  payment  of 
uld  be  accompluhed  under  the  provi* 
ide  for  the  purpose.  There  was, 
0  necessity  for  making  any  provision 
e  debt  hitherto  contracted. 
KNar  interposed,  and  turning  to  Mr. 
de  a  remark  apparently  in  explana- 
ch  nothing    was  heard  by   the  Re- 

ov  then  proceeded  to  examine  urir 
oposilions  of  Mr.  Constable — re- 
.he  outset,  that  he,  [Mr  G.,]  object- 
r  to  them,  becanse,  notwithstandinj^ 
f  the  gentleman  by  whom  the/  w«i% 


dnwn,  tbay  were  compKetted— «id  it  would  be 
impossible  for  any  man  but  a  lawyer  to  compre^ 
hend  their  fall  extent  and  operation. 

Reading  the  first,  second,  and  third  branches 
of  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Constable,  Mr.  G.  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  all  these  details  were 
proTided  for,  and  the  whole  ground  covered  by 
fJiejaroDosition  of  his  colleague. 

Tne  rourth  proposition  or  the  gentleman  firom 
Cecil  was,  that  the  Legislature  shall  have  no 
power  to  appropriate  money  fbr  anypurpoee,  or 
to  any  object  for  which  they  are  not  authorired  to 
raise  the  sum  so  assessed  by  a  general  State  tax. 
It  seemed  to  him,  (Mr.  G.,)  that  this  Mction  was 
somewhat  obscure.  He  took  it  for  gi  anted  that 
the  Legislature  at  present  had  no  power  to  ap- 
propriate the  public  money  for  any  purpose  for 
which  they  might  not  raise  a  tax.  But,  accord- 
ing to  the  language  of  the  gentleman  fhmi  Cecil, 
it  mieht  happen  that  an  appropriation  was  need- 
ed of  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for 
the  payment  of  some  particular  services.  Tlie 
question  would  then  come  up  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, whether  they  had  the  right  to  levy  a  tax 
upon  the  people  to  pay  this  sum.  He  thought 
that  this  was  rather  oracure — too  minute — and 
that  it  was  better  provided  for  in  the  amendment 
of  his  colleague. 

The  next  branch,  as  to  the  imposition  of  State 
taxes  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
deht,  was  provided  for  in  the  amendment  of  his 
colleague. 

**To  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Got- 
emment,**  was  anotherobject  provided  for  in  the 
same  section.  This  was  a  branch  under  which, 
he  thought,  more  abuses  might  creep  in,  than 
could  under  theamendttent  of  his  colleague. 

The  sixth  and  last  article  related  to  the  ex- 
emption of  property  from  taxation.  He  thought 
that  the  Legislature  should  have  the  power  to 
exempt  from  the  operation  of  any  fystem  of  tax- 
ation property  simply  enough  for  the  purposes  of 
public  worship,  oc.;  he  meant  churches  and 
burial  grounds.  Tet,  as  he  construed  tlie  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (.Mr.  Consta- 
ble,) it  did  not  exempt  churches. 

The  fifth  section  nve  the  Legislature  a  gener- 
al power  to  establish  a  system  of  public  scnools, 
adequately  endowed,  throughout  the  State.  There 
was  a  general  feeling  throughout  the  State,  by 
men  who  were  zealous  upon  the  subject,  that 
private  resources  were  not  sufficient  to  keep  up 
these  schools,  but  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
Legislature  to  resort  to  the  public  Treasury,  and 
take  from  it  money  raised  by  taxation  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  more  general  system.  There 
was  nothing  in  his  colleague^  proposition  which 
prohibited  the  Legislature  from  makine  appro- 
priations for  public  schools.  But  at  the  same 
time  it  contained  no  invitation  or  incitement  to 
that  end.  The  Legislature  would  be  prompt 
enough  to  apply  the  public  funds  to  purposes  of 
education  without  any  suggestion  in  the  (institu- 
tion. The  danger  rather  was  that  they  would 
run  into  the  contrary  extreme,  and  that  there 
woaki  be  as  great  e'rage  for  schoalatA'w  ^a^^kiKt^ 
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He  objeoted  to  tuoh  a  proTiaioD  on  another 
g;rouDd — which  wm«,  that  we  already  had  io  pai- 
ticular  counties  ample  Ainda  for  the  parpose.  It 
was  so  in  Queen  Anne's.  Mr.  O.  explained  iht 
operation  of  the  fichool  system  there— and  show- 
ed that  a  school  Jaouse  was  built  in  erery  prima- 
ry school  distric^ii — by  taxes  levied  upon  the  peo- 
ple residing;  in  such  districts,  and  with  their  con- 
sent Would  a.  county  so  situated  be  willing  to 
adopt  a  general  school  system  by  taxation,  in  ad- 
dition to  whut  they  had  alreaoT  borne,  for  the 
purpose  of  educating  children  in  the  different 
paruofthe  State? 

There  were  other  objections,  of  considerable 
force,  whi'^h  struck  his  mind  in  reference  to  the 
Tarious  propositions  of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil. 
He,  (Mr,  G  ,)  had  already  pointed  out  such  as 
he  considered  the  main  objections.  The  others 
were  F4ibordinate.  The  Confention  must  decide 
which  of  the  two  amendments  it  would  take. 
He  «ras  satisfied  that  the  proposition  of  his  col- 
lea^e  covered  every  inch  of  ground  that  ought 
la  be  covered;  and,  he  repeated,  that  if  it  had 
Any  defect  at  all,  it  was  that  it  restricted  the  Le- 

Sislature  too  much.  He  believed  it  a  matter  of 
igh  importance  that  salutary  restraints  should 
ibd  imposed  on  the  Legislature,  but  the  Conven- 
tion should  take  care  not  to  go  so  far  aa  to  incur 
any  danger  of  arrestuig  the  operations  of  the 
Government  He  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  proposition  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  CoNSTABLK  made  some  observations  to 
shew  what  were  his  views  on  the  subiect  of  the 
power  which  ought  to  be  confided  to  the  Legisla- 
ture with  regard  to  appropriations.  His  remarks 
will  be  published  hereafter. 

Jtfr.  GaAtoN  made  some  remarks  which  will 
be  published  hereafter.    ^ 

Mr.  MEaaicK  remarked  that  ha  did  not  rise  to 
inflict  a  speech.  The  Convention  had  already 
listened  to^ay,  to  speeches  from  two  able  and 
learned  gentlemen,  and  he  thought  that  with  the 
lights  which  had  been  shed  upon  the  question  by 
them,  and  by  other  gentlemen  in  the  course  of 
the  general  debate,  the  Convention  must  now  be 
ready  to  vote.  He,  therefore,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  Bowie  requested  the  gentleman  from 
Charles,  [Mr.  Merrick,]  to  withdraw  the  de- 
mand, to  enable  him,  [Mr.  B.,]  to  say  a  very  few 
words.  He  would,  if  required,  renew  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  MxaaicK  acquiesced. 

80  the  previous  question  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BowiB  said,  he  had  intended  to  take  no 
part  in  this  discussion,  and  to  content  him^lf  with 
giving  a  silent  vote.  But,  in  looking  over  the 
proposition,  ho  found  its  phraseology  to  be  such 
MB  would  prevent  him  giving  it  his  support 

He  took  it  for  granted  that  the  Convention,  on 
all  sides,  was  pretty  well  united  in  desiring  to 
prohibit  the  Legislature  from  running  the  State 
into  an^  great  public  debt.  That  was  the  main 
object  m  view.  In  accomplishing  this  end,  the 
Convention  should  take  care  to  use  no  language 
which  would  prevent  the  Legislature  making  ap- 
propriations that  might  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  dofnj  iiiiiwuny  wpwinit  f  fa  >ft?  oftfarbrnA- 


cMsary  purpote.  The  Statehonie,  ••  had  bean 
suggested,  might  be  burnt  down;  and  it  woaU 
coat  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  dollara  to  rebuild 
it  80  with  the  renitentiary— the  Maryland 
Hospital— the  asylimi  for  the  0eaf  and  Dumb— 
or  the  Blind  Asylum.  All  the«e  were  public 
property,  and  large  sums  of  money  would  be  re- 
quired to  re4>uild  them.  Great  principles  af 
public  policy,  of  benevolent  and  philanthropic 
action,  were  involved  in  these  enabliahmentt, 
and  they  should  not  be  left  to  autf er.  Tet,  ac- 
cording to  his  view  of  both  the  propositions,  all 
these  objects  would  be  entirely  defeatadt  wakm 
they  fell  Within  the  limit  of  the  one  hundred 
thousand,  and  the  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Another  objection  to  tha  phraseology  of  ths 
amendment  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Queen  Aona% 
[Mr.  George,]  was,  that  the  Legislature  sboidd 
not  appropriate  money  for  the  use  of  individaals, 
Ilo.  Now,  if  the  proposition  was  adopted  is 
this  form,  the  Legislature  could  not  appropriato 
one  cent  to  the  payment  of  a  daim  no  matter 
how  just  it  might  be.  Surely,  the  Conveatioa 
did  not  intend  any  such  thhig.  He  was  sore  that 
his  friend  from  Queen  Anna's  could  not  entertain 
such  an  idea.  And  yet,  under  the  proper,  legd 
construction  of  the  amendment,  we  muat  come  to 
this  conclusion. 

Why  should  we  lay  a  tax  at  the  nme  time  (kit 
we  raised  a  sum  of  one  hundred  thouaaad  dol- 
lars }  It  might  be  wanted  for  the  purpoaes  whfcli 
had  been  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Qaeca 
Anne's,  and  there  were  others  which  he,  [Mb 
B.,1  could  designate.  Why  not  allow  the  StaU 
to  borrow  the  money  upon  the  genctfsd  credit  U 
the  treasury,  without  laying  a  tax?  It  could  be 
done,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was  no  ae- 
cessity  for  laying  a  tax  when  we  raised  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollara.  any  more  than  there  vst 
when  we  desired  to  raise  fifty  thotisand  dollars  to 
meet  a  deficit  in  the  treasury. 

He  was  willing  to  impose  all  proper  restrie- 
tiona  upon  the  Legislature.  He  would  not  au- 
thorise them,  under  any  circumstances,  to  lead 
the  crodit  of  the  State  to  private  asaociatiooe  or 
companies,  or  for  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. But  he  thought  that  the  Convention  had 
gone  as  far  as  the  public  safety  demanded  or 
public  policy  required,  when  they  had  i cached 
that  point.  Nor  did  he  believe  it  requisite  to 
specify  the  objects  for  which  these  appropria- 
tions should  be  made.  The  necessity  of  a  spe- 
cific grant  was  not  the  same  with  a  State 
as  with  the  federal  government.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  specify  the  prohibitions,  but  could  see  no 
necessity  for  a  specific  grant  of  powers.  He 
thought  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  froa 
Cecil,  [Mr.  Constable,]  in  this  respect,  weot  too 
far. 

He,  [Mr.  B.,]  had  drawn  up  an  amendmeiit, 
which,  it  seemed  to  him,  would  accomplish  the 
objects  aimed  at  by  both  these  propositions,  di- 
vested of  the  objections  he  had  indicated.  Itwa* 
not  now,  he  believed,  in  order,  but  he  woaU 
read  it  as  a  part  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  B.  read  the  amendment. 

'Mr.  McLanb  invited  the  gentleman  fron 
Vrinee  Otoige%  [Mr.  fioirin,)  to  give  hii.iv* 


hoiiM,  Iha  Hoqtital,  or  the  TabMM  vwebaoMi. 
n  GBIB  thev  ihoald  born  down.  It  ntllj  would 
nagraatdBtl  belter,  in  hii  Qpioian,  to  t»ka 
iwBj  entinlj  ibe  power  to  borrow  in  iDj  eTCOt, 
ibm  to  put  such  a  proTiaion  »  ihi(,  in  our  Coo- 
ititulian,  which  wai  now  Mrioutlj'  propoied. 

Mr.  8?»ic*K>  Ona  word  ai  to  tba  lerm  of 
Sneen  }e*n.  7%e  itDtlcouD  fcoin  Anns  Ano- 
delMemad  to  regaio  ihii  pnipaaition  ta  frlTolom. 
So  it  would  be  in  difleiant  circumatance*.  But 
ibe  State  of  Maijland  ii  largal;  in  debt— to  the 
aniouDt  ormllliona.  If  the  9tau  was  out  of  debt. 


■  laid,  be  could  well  conceive,  with 
>n  from  Harford,  tha^aome  lafiala- 
'  coQaumiDaleaaeiinte- 
),  ipon  the  faltb  of  U>e 

B  wotha  of  * "- 

a  not  rearij  at 
'-  Tbere  were  a  great  nan;  eoaliten- 
h  laiiht  lake  place,  r«i>deri^  auob  an 
ilion  neeeaaary;  and  the  Owivention 
t  impose  reitrictions  upon  the  Legiila- 
ch  wouid  pniTent  them,  in  the  eieroise 
Mtdiaerelion,  froin  niallinK  auch  an  fep- 
OD,  if  it  (hould  be  required- 
renewed  the  demand  for  the  previous 
bnt,  with  the  conaenlof  lit.  Haaaicii, 

naaoH  made  tome  remaikt  which  will 
bed  hereafler. 

>HALi>tou  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at 
ir  lime,  offer  an  arDeDdaHinl,[whiab  wai 
I  will  be  found  hereafter.] 

«d  there  was  no  doubt  about  tbe  adoption 
lendment  hepropoMd.    He  comidered 
al  for  the  purpoee  of  maliini;  perfaetlv 
fulfilment  oflhe  State's  obiigaUoni.    ft    ■ 
L  probable,  that  we  nerer  ihould  hate  In   > 
or  the  purpoae  of  paving  the  inlsreat  nf   ' 
at  an;  quarter;  but  that  luch  a  neceaiLtj 
Mur,  wai  b;  no  mesni   impouible.  ai>il 
lining  Iha  State  faith,  there  ahould  nevui 
wertainly.     tta  had  ttated  seierai  tioic' 
nal  on  account  of  the  f;rcat  inequality  or   ' 

andespenditure,  at  the  diSerent  qu:ir-       Mr.    HcLaxi    felt  blmaalf  kaa  djapoeed,  he 

'-'-"  .--.....->    lurpluaor  let  Hid.lotupportlbepropoiilionuiidertheexplaDa- 

•  -A.t  —     ,    liooof  iiaobjeetmadabf  tbennUcmai)  who  of- 

;   fered  it,  than  he  had  been  before  ~~'  '~~ 

hii  intention  to  vote  against  it. 

Some  axplanatorj  eonTera-^tian  followed  be- 

.   tween  Mann.  Bowie  and  McLam. 

Tbe  oiMition  iheii  again  r*c«md  onthc  ameod- 
.   qentofMr.  McHwaT. 

The  leaaandnaja  wen  ordered. 

"""  DueatuM  waa  then   taken  and  the  retult 


iDdii^,  help*  t« 

.  iboQ^t  it  right 

that  Ibe  realriation  abonid  ba  inaerled  in  the  Cea  ■ 
•tilalioa.  The  Jimitalion  of  Gflaen  feari  br,d 
been  bied  on,  owing  to  the  peculiar  eiluatioD  in 
which  Ibe  treaiuij  now  iiaoda. 

Tbe  quMiion  waa  then  stated  to  ba  on  tbe 
amendment  of  Mr.  McHaKKT. 

Mr.  McLaas  relMted  to  tba  latitude  o'f  eon- 
unictiOD  of  whieb,  in  bit  judgment,  lbs  amciMi- 
ment  was  eusoMtable,  and  iaviled  the  genUe- 
man  from  Hariord.  [Mr.  McHenr;,]  lo  tlate 
what,  in  hti  view,  IhB  "jualliabUitj"  was. 

Hr.  McHniaT  replied  that  he  ocnild  only 
inawer  for  hia  own'inlention  and  object.  Tbeae.he 


to  the  coDtingenc;  of  a  revulsion,  lucL 
occurred  in  1637,  when  all  ihs  aources  of  re- 
venue might  be  stopped.  He  alao  dac'iared  that 
be  bad  in  view  tbe  pajmaut  of  an;  j%U  claim 
■  "'" ■• ~  "-  OKlent  migbl  be. 


at  the  Slate,  whatever  il 


might  have  a  caniidentbk  — 

the  whole  jear,  and  jet  a  deficiency  ai 
liar  quarter.  Sy  the  temporary  lailure 
of  the  public  works,  or  by  the  occurrehc 

nnforeseen  casualty,  tbere  might  be 

i at  some  quarter  of  more  than  fifty  thuri 
n.which  was  the  extreme  fixed  in  ih 
r  tbe  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's  [.Mi 

iThe  treasurer  now  bad  the  powei, 
by  the  Legislature,  to  make  a  loan  for 
nrpose,  according  to  the  actual  neceasi  I 
ght  that  power  should  not  be  abrklgeil 
'.  nid.  be  had  no  intention  of  again  an; 
■ropriety  of  lestricting  the  LegialatUM.  I 
itent  proposed  in  this  article.  Thai  tt,i ' 
ion  had  settled  in  opposition  lo  bis  view-, 
wisely  or  nnt,  would  l>e  hereafter  tern. 
mild  not  help  remarking,  that  it  seenieil 
.  mere  mockery,  to  provide,  as  this  arii- 
!br  levying  a  lax  lo  pa;  oCT,  in  the  coaisc 
1  yean,  a  debt,  which,  in  the  aggrentD. 
ot  exceed  one  hundred  thousanadollan, 
lebt  could  be  paid  ofl'  without  taxation, 
lan  a  year.  Our  annual  surplus  now,  is 
in  three  hundred  thousand  dollar*.  He 
I  that  it  was  contemplated  to  hate  all  Ihe 
I  maehinery  of  a  regular  sinking  fund,  lo 
hi*  immense  sum  of  one  hundred  tbou- 
lan,  in  fifteen  jearai  and  antjl  that  was 
iWucouU  BatsTw  ivlwSUtfab  Steto. 


Tbaieaai 
Tbe/queai 
LI  a/fblloi 


.^ffirmaliM  —  Meatrt.  Cbutmao,  President, 
Blakisiooe,  Dent,  H<»iswell,  Hieaud,  Lee.Cbam- 
hers,  ol  Kent,  Donaldaon,  Doner,  Well*,  Ran- 
dall. Weema,  Merrick,  Crisfield,  Goldsborou^, 
Bowie,  Spiigg,  Bowling,  HeMtster,  McHeoiy, 
Schley,  Fiery,  Join  Neweoner,  Davit  and 
Smith— 35. 

Mgitiet — Heaars.  Sellman,  Bond,  Jenifer,  Bd< 
ehanan.  Bell,  Welch,  Chandler,  Kidgclv,  Llojd, 
Colatoti,  DashieH,  Hieln,  Constable,  dhambet*, 
of  Cecil,  Miliar,  McLane,  Spencer,  Qraton, 
Gbo^,  Fooka,Thomu,  Sfaritar,  Gailber,  Biter, 
Annan,  Sappinglon,  9tephensoo,ThawIey,  Stew- 
art, of  Caroline,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore 
city.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  citv,  Preaitnan,  Ware, 
Neill,  Harhine,  Mlehael  Newcomer,  Waber, 
Hollyday,  Slloer,  Parka,  f^s,  abgwer»  Coclwj 


^«  qnwliiM  ihM  nnomi  calke  modified 
ttMndmentof  Mt.  OmnkM-E. 

Mr.  ComMSLB  acaiii  modUM  Iba  amendment 
hj  ■trlkitifc  out  ths  wordi  "wilboat  pacing  ■ 
tu." 

Tlw  wordi  wera,  Mr.  C.  laid,  UDDMcssarj. 

Tbeaueition  theawuanlaiaitipgltieBiiieiid- 
mentor  Mr.  ComTAiLi,  in  lieuof  tnt  Grat  pani' 
gnphortlMamendmentoStredjcitenlay  bjMr. 

Mr.  WicKi  uked  the  feu  and  naji  which 
were  ordered,  mod  being  taken,  reiul  led  u  fol- 

JfJPTmM^M — Mann.  Blakiitooe,  Dent,  Hope- 
well, 8ellDun.Weeini,Bcnul,  Hsiriek^Buchiinan, 
Welch,  Chandler,  Llojd.Coliton,  James  U-  Den- 
uii,  Dtihiell,  Hicks,  CoosUble,  CfaBmben,  of 
COcil.  Miller,  McLane,McMai(er,HDarn,  Fooki, 
Oaiiher,  Stephenaoa, Me Hanrj. Haid ensile, John 
Neivcomer,  .Wichael  Newcomer,  Parke,  Shoner 
■od  Brown— 31. 

Jifigttivt — Me«*n.Chapiiitn,  PrMidint.Rioud. 
Lee,  Chamber*,  of  Eent,  iMitebell,  DonaldsoD, 
DanieT,  Well),  JUndaJI,  Janirar,  Bell,  Kidnlj, 
Criafield,  Ooldsbon>u|fa,  Bowie,  Bptigg,  Bow- 
ling, Spencer,  Gruoe.OeorEe.Tboiua,  SbriTer, 
Btier,  BappinMMi,  Thawler,  Slewart,  ot  Csro- 
Una,  Gwicn.  Btewut,  of  fiidUniore  cit;,  Sher- 
wood, of  BtlUmora  oitj,  Pnattaiu,  Ware, 
Schlej,  Fierv,  Nail),  Harbise,  Uani,  Kileour, 
Weber,  Holljrdaj,  Slicar,  Smith,  Ege  ind 
Coekey— 43. 

So  the  unandment  wai  rejMted. 

The  quertion  tbanraaarrad  on  lb*  amendment 
of  Hr.  GioMi. 

Hr,  DoHiLDiOH,moTed  to  amend  atid  amend- 
ment hj  atrikiog  oat  all  after  the  word -"improve-i 
:  meat,"  to  the  end  tbBrBof,aad  liwert  the  lollon. 
btp 

"But  without  laying  a  tax,  dahta  maj  be  con- 
1  traded  loanT  amount  that  may  be  necessary  to 
^proTide  for  UiB  punctual  payment  of  Ibe  intereit 
-of  the  public  debt  now  axiiting,  or  in  case  of 
«wu,or  toiuppren  inturrvction." 

Mr.CHiHHaa,  ofKent,Mi|tgeated  cerC^iindi- 

■  Tiiiora  of  the  qaeathw  on  the  amendmeDt  of  Mr. 

Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  proriiion  prohibiting 

■  mpropriaUoni  of  money  for  the  uH  ef  individuals. 
He  concun«d  in  the  ipirit  of  the  propraiiioii 
which  wai,  Ihtt  the  legislatura  thoufd  not   nitx 

.itielfupwith    pciiale   enterprise.     But    as  ths 

'proTisionoow  «tood',  it  would eontinaallj embar- 

-nu  iha  legidalura. 

HDiuggeited  aeTeral  casei  in  which  difficul- 

'tlea  Slight  grow  out  of  it,  and  laid,  that  if  these 
difficulties  could  be  remoied,  be  would  Tole  for 
the  amendment.    He  preferred  it  to  the  propasi- 

-tion  of  the  gentleman   from  Cecil,  [Mr.  Cutista. 


jle.] 

Soma  explanaliona  ai  to  the  juit  interpietatloi 

■of  thiabrinch  of  the  proposition  took  place,  be 

tween    Maun.  Gaston,    CauiMai,  of  Kent 

AaHcaa  and  Tbohu. 

Mr.  OuMpui,  ofKant,  wnd  to  uDMd  tb 


by  itriluDf  out  the  word  "indiTi- 
doaU" 

Mr.  Thomu  asked  the  Teas  and  naji, 

Which  were  ordered,  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  ai  follom: 

,4Dlrmafi»— Meaan.  Chapman,  Preat,  Blaktt. 
lOna,  Dent,  Rioaud,  Lee,  Chambai*  of  Kent, 
DooaldMn,  Dorsey,  Walli,  Randall,  SellmiQ. 
Weemi,  Jenifer,  Ridgply,  Ctiafield.  lIieh>,Gol<k- 
bofoiigfai  Constable,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  Bowling, 
Speoear,  MeMaster,  Fooka,  McHen^,  Schley, 
Fnrj,  Neill,  Barbine,  Dafiaaod  Eiltonr--31. 

aWjk— Meter*.  Merrick,  Bocbanan,  BeD, 
Welcl),  Chandler,  Lloyd,  CoUton,  James  V. 
Dannii,  Daahlell,  Chamben  of  Cedl,  Milder, 
McLane,  Graton,  Oeotge,  TlMmat,  Gaiikcr, 
Riser,  Annan,  Sappingtoo,  Stephanwm,  Thiv- 
ley,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Uardcastle,  Gwini, 
Stewart  of  Baltimore  oily,  Preestman,  Win, 
Jobo  Newcomer,  Michael  Newooncr,  Weber, 

ly,  Slioer     -    —     -  -        -    ■ 

iwn— 37. 
tlie  amendment  was  rejected, 
e  queation  then  recurred  on  tb 

of  Hr.    DOHILDSOH. 

Mr.  Tbckis  asked  Iha  jeai  and  naja. 
Which  ware  ordered. 

Some  explanaliona  followed  as  to  the  amaln^ 
tioDof  the  amendment,  by  Mesata.  SrtMcia, 
Thonis,  McLkHsaodDoaiLBMMi, 

The  question  wat  then  taken  on  tba  aawat 
mtntofHr.  DoHtLDBoii,  and  tba  raaultwatu 
followi: 


Crisfield,    Hicks,    Goldaborou^,    Bowie, 


Sprin,  Bowling,  Spencer,  Grason,  G<oi{e, 
McMiiiter,  McHenry.  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John 
Newcomer,  DaTia,  Kitgour,  Weber,  SlieeraJid 


A^olivt— Meaaii.  Hopewell,  WeemSt  Bucb- 
un.  Bell,  Welch,  Cheodler,  Ridnly,  Uoyd, 
Colston,  James  U.  Dennis,  Dashiell,  CooaUble, 
Chamben  of  Cecil,  Miller,  McUane,  Foolk, 
Thomas,  Oaither,  Biser,  Annan,  Sappii«tim, 
Stephenson,  Thawley,  Stewart  of  Carol  iea.  Hud- 
castle,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Baltimora  citv,  Bmt 
of  Biiltimore  city,  Presstman,  Ware,  HalbiM, 
Michael  Newcomer,  HoUyday,  Puke,  Ege, 
Coekey  and  Brown— 37. 


by  inserting  after  the  word  "Garpontina'' 
the  twelfth  line,  Iheae  words,  "except  for  pur- 
poses of  education." 

Mr.  Dim  called  the  attaDlion  of  the  Codto- 
lion  to  the  fact  that  by  this  propoailioo,  the  Le- 
([islature  were  deprived  of  any  power  to  mat* 
ilpprop nations  for  the  purpoae  al^  education,  b 
bts  j>art  of  the  Slate,  Uie  people  geosrally  wei* 

■ tobaTO  asjBlemof  eduoation  estahlbb- 

...  ____dQow  we  are  here,  blocked  up  by  iW 
prorision,  which  preventa  any  appropriatita  t* 
any  kind  of  improTemeat,  evoii  for  the  inlaialiili 
of  ttw  cbiUnn.iD.Uw  SutB. 
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The  questkm  wt8  ittted  to  bo  on  the  amend- 
iqeot  of  Mr.  Datis. 

Mr.  O  asked  the  yeas  and  nayi, 

Which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Eot  luggeated  to  the,  geatlemaD  fron 
MoDtgomery,  [  Mr.  Difis,  ]  so  to  modify  the 


Mr.  T.  went  on  tosay.  that  be  waa  not  willing  to 
have  his  Tote  on  the  journal  on  this  quesuon 
without  ezpiaoHtion.  If  there  was  any  prospect 
that  justified  ^  expectation  that  there  would  be 
a  fair  republican  apportionment  of  repre«enta- 
tives  in  thi  Legislature,  he  might  feel  less  hostile 


phraseology  of  his  amendment  as  to  say  "  for   to  a  proposition  to  confer  ujpop  tliat  body  a  power 
.._.i «    m--  . —  ..  _j„-_     Jike  that  proposed.    But  foreseeing  that  no  Le- 
gislature will  be  organised  by  this  ConTentioo 
Uiat  will  give  to  the  majority  of  the  people  the 
power  10  make  our  laws,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
encourage  an  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
for  jpurposes  of  education.    Without  this  article 
in  the  Uonstitution,  the  Legislature  would  have 
power  to  do  this,  but  be  would  not  encourage  the 
exercise  of  this  power.    He  would,  if  he  could, 
take  the  power  away,  and  leave  to  the  several 
oounties  and  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  authority  to 
establish  schools  within  their  respective  limitn. 
In  support  of  this,  bis  position,  he  explained  the 
manner  in  which  education  funds  had  heretofore 
been  disposed  of  by  the  State  Legislature.    Ma- 
ryland had  advanced  a  large  sum  to  defend  the 
country  during  the  revolutionary  war,  which  had 
been  i9^d'  to  the  State  by  the  United  States. 
That  part  of  this  fund  which  had  been  received 
from  the  General  Government,  and  which  was 
set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  education,  had  not 
been  fairly  distributed.    It  was  divided  between 
the  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  not  ac- 
cording to  population,  but  by  an  arbitrary  rule, 
thai  gave  to  Frederick  with  her  population  of 
thirty-five  thousand  white  inhabitants,  very  little 
more  than  the  smallest  county  in  the  State.   The 
State  had  derived  also  a  considerable  revenue  by 
a  tax  of  twenty  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  of 
bank  stock,  the  largest  portion  of  which  tax  was 
paid  by  citizens  of  Baltimore  citv  and  of  the 
western  counties.    The  income  of  the  State  from 
this  source  had  been  divided  by  the  Lagislaiare 
into  equal  parts,  and  one  part  had  been  given  to 
each  of  the  counties  and  to  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
without  the  slightest  regard  to  the  great  inequal- 
ity that  existedin  the  population  of  these  several 
communities    This  lie  tliought  was  not  right. 
If  there  there  is  any  fund  that  ought  to  be  distri- 
buted ttccerding  to  the  white  poftulation  of  the 
State,  it  is  the  fund  intended  for  education.    The 
Lerislature  in  making  such  a  distribution  ought 
to  feel  that  etery  white  child  in  the  State  is 
equally  an  object  ot  its  regard,  no  matter  where 
its  residence  may  be  in  the  State,  from  the  sea 
beaten  beach  of  Worcester,  to  the  Western  boun- 
dary of  Allegany.    This  had  not  been  the  case 
heretofore.    Some  of  the  small  counties  have  a 
school  fund  more  than  they  want,  while  other 
counties  are  compelled,  and  Baltimore  city  is 
compelled,  to  tax  heavily  the  property  of  the 
people  within  their  limits,  to  maintain  a  system 
of  common  schools.    Seeing  this,  he  was  disposed 
to  restrict  the  legislative  power  on  this  subjecft. 
And  would  prefer  that  each  county  and  city  should 
provide  and  maintain  its  own  system  of  common 
schools.    Admonbhed  by  the  past  injustice  of 
the  Legislature  on  this  subject,  and  having  no 
reason  to  hope  for  better  in  the  future,  he  must 
vote  against  any  article  like  that  before  us.    At 
the  same  time  m  pcotcttfid.  t;ixvA«^i  vQL\\&N.\ftii- 


common  school  purpoees.'^    The  term  **educa 
tion  '*  was,  very  indefinite. 

Mr.  Dans  declined  to  modify.  The  word 
**  odueattoD  "  comprehended,  be  thought,  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  Tiew. 

Mr.  l£oi.  The  term  **  education  **  oompre- 
honde  moeh  more  than  1  desire.  I  shall  be  con- 
atrained  to  vote  against  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  ameod- 
Mont  of  Mr.  Oavts, 

And  the  result  was  as  follows  : 
J^fbmaHve, —  Messrs.  Chapman,  President, 
Blakistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Rioaud,  Lee,  Cham- 
bets,  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Ran- 
dall, Sellman,  Weem8,'Merrick,  Jenifer,  Ridge- 
1t,  James  U.  Dennis,  CrisficM,  Dashiell,  Hicas, 
dokkborough.  Constable,  McLane,  Bowie, 
Sprigg,  Bowling,  Spencer,  McMaster,  Fooks 
Bner,  Annan,  Stephenson,  Stewart,  of  Caroline, 
Hardcastle,  Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer, 
Uarbine,  DaTis,  fcilgour,  Weber,  Slicer  and 
Smith— 43. 

A^getioe. — Messr}.  Buchanan,  Bell,  Lloyd, 
Cobtoo,  Miller,  Grason,  Ge^)rae,  Thomas,  Gai- 
ther,  Sappington,  Mc Henry,  Thawley,  Gwinn, 
Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  Brent,  of  Baltimore, 
ProBStman,  Ware,  Neill,  Michael  Newcomer, 
Hollyday,   Parke,  £ge,  Cockey  and  Brown— 34. 

8o  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  adoptioo  of  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  PnissTMAN  desired  to  enqaire  of  the  gen- 
tloman  from  viontcomery,  [Mr.  Davis  ]  whether 
It  was  the  object  of  his  amendment  to  give  to  the 
Legislature,  without  limit,  the  power  to  appro- 
priato  the  public  money  for  schools. 

Mr.  Davis  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Balti- 
noreoity,  [Mr.  Presstman]  was  as  capable  of 
iolerpreting  the  language  of  the  ameoament  as 

^TMr.  D.,]  was. 
fr.  PaassTMAi  suggested  that  the  gentleman 
should  answer  affirmatively  or  negatively. 

Mr.  Dans  said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  he  did  wish  the  Legislature  to  a|>propriate  a 
enfficient  sum  for  that  purpose— sufficient  to  edu- 
emto  every  child  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  with- 
out a  single  exception. 

Mr.  PaxssTMAv.  My  object  is  answered.  I 
wish  the  Convention  to  understand  that  the  ap- 
propriation is  to  be  without  limit 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  a  re-consideration  of  the 
TOCa  just  taken.  He  regretted  tlie  necessity  of 
troapassing  upon  the  time  of  the  Convention,  but 
be  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  tbe  attention  of  gentle- 
moo  to  the  fiict  that  the  mode  of  representation 
in  Maryland  was  not  based  upon  the  popular 
will  of  the  people  of  Marylano.  Without  par- 
tieolar  reference  to  the  past,  he  could  say,  that 
•foiy  000  in  Maryland  knew  that  the  funds  of 
the  public  treasury,  for  purposes  of  education, 
had  not  been  fairly  apportioned. 
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Ing  crnisidered  hostile  to  the  great  esuse  of  edu- 
cation. On  that  fubject  he  had  a  zeal  always 
warm.  He  would,  if  he  could,  aend  a  ray  of  in- 
intelligence — that  Promathean  fire  from  Heaven, 
to  illumine  CTery  darkened  mind  on  earth.    . 

Some  explanation  here  tcok  place,  as  to  the 
construction  of  the«amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Queen  Anne*8,  [Mr.  George.]  a«  amended 
by  the  gentleman  from  Montgomery,  [Mr. Davis,] 
whether  it  gave  an  unlimited  or  merely  limited 
power  to  the  Legislature,  to  appropriate  the  pub- 
lic money  for  the  purpose's  of  education. 

Mr.  PattsTMAN  thought  that  the  construction 
ot'the  amendment  by  the  gentleman  from  Queen 
Anne^s,  [Mr.  Spencer,]  could  not  be  sustained. 
He  here  read  the  amendment,  and  commented 
upon  the  limitations  contained  in  it,  so  ftr  as  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  allowed  in  the 
first  hraiich,  for  certain  oMccts,  and  fifXy  thou- 
sand dollars  allowed  in  the  latter  branch,  to  sup- 
ply a  temporary  neficit  It  was  undoubtedly  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  fh)m  Montgomery,  and 
io  avowed,  that  appropriations,  for  educational 
purposes,  should  be  the  exception  to  the  opera- 
tion of  these  restrictions  as  iu  amount.  Most  un- 
questionablv,  such  was  the  clear  and  manifrst 
reading  of  the  amendment  as  adopted.  He  de- 
sired to  make  a  single  remark  upon  the  expe- 
diency and  justice  of  the  proposition,  in  the  view 
whirhhe  had  stated. 

The  maintenance  of  a  public  school  system  in 
this  State,  to  further  the  great  objects  of  eduoa* 
tion,  found  no  greater  advocate  than  hinself 
But,  sir,  what  soil  of  a  sy.^tem  is  best  calculated 
to  produce  the  end  in  view,  with  justice  to  all. 
may  well  admit  of  doubt.  He  was  admoni«^hod 
by  the  past,  that  in  the  disti^bution  of  the  school 
fund,  a  due  regard  was  not  bad  to  the  relative 
population  of  the  counties  and  the  city  of  Balti- 
more. As  for  the  past,  perhaps,  that  was  beyond 
remedy,  but  he  protested  against  the  power  to 
impose  taxes  upon  the  people  of  the  State,  where 
an  unfair  distribution  uas  likely  to  follow.  Here 
is  an  effort  to  iutroduce  a  State  system  to  he  sup- 
ported out  of  the  general  treasury.  To  this 
theory,  in  whole  or  in  part,  first  and  last,  he  was 
utterly  opposed .  Let  each  county  and  city  levy 
taxes  for  the  support  of  their  own  public  school 
S}stem.  While  Baltimore  city  had  contributed, 
by  a  lax  on  the  bank  st'  ck  of  corporations,  situa- 
ted within  its  liiiiiis,  and  owned  almost  «exclu- 
sively  by  her  citizens,  a  very  large  sbare  of  the 
school  fund,  sho  receives  lO  return  a  mere  pit- 
tance. Her  present  school  system  was  one  of 
great  cost  to  the  inhabitants  of  ihatcity  but  she 
did  not  seek  legislative  aid.  The  preceident  once 
set,  would  be  a  dangerous  one,  of  endowing 
schools  and  colleges  throughout  the  State.  Those 
who  are  now  here  struggling  to  secure  some  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  rights  of  the  majority, 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  place  the  Treasury 
of  the  State,  swelled  by  a  new  system  of  taxation, 
under  the  cotitrol  of  the  representatives  of  a 
small  mmority  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

>ir.  Browk  said,  he  should  vote  for  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Frederick  to  reconsider. 
He  believed  there  was  a  committee  on  educa- 
iion;  and  it  would  be  better  to  pottpone  this 


whoie  tobjert  until  we  have  a  report  from  that 
committee.  The  amend ment  removes  ill  restrie- 
tion  from  the  Legialature  Under  it  they  may 
borrow  money;  and  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
imposing  of  a  tax  for  the  support  of  a  system  of 
education.  The  county  of  ^Carroll  had  raised  a 
fund  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  dolbrs  as  a 
aehool  fund,  and  had  just  put  the  schools  io  op- 
eration. And  he  could  not  consent  to  give  pow- 
i»r  to  the  Legislature  to  apply  the  money  out  tif 
Treasury  and  «ven  to  go  so  far  as  to  create  a  new 
debt  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  system  of 
education.  He  knew  it  was  a  popular  move- 
ment, but  it  was  a  dangerous  one.  The  subject 
was  new,  and  started  suddenly  on  the  Conven- 
tion; and  we  oug^t  not  to  act  hastily  upon  it. 
Let  us  first  pay  off*  our  debt  before  we  gp  iato 
new  expenditures.  He  could  not  go  for  a  spleo- 
did  school  system.  He  was  for  educating  the 
children,  as  they  were  in  Carroll  I'here  wu 
an  ai'ademy  at  Carroll,  which  was  the  wont 
managed  of  all  the  schools 

Mr.  Spbncbr  said,  he  intended  to  vote  for  ths 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Frederick  to  re- 
consider. He  felt  himself  compelled  to  vols 
yesterday  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  M  ontgomery  as  he  found  it,  be- 
canse  he  thought  that  the  modification  as  it  pre- 
viously stood,  excluded  the  power  to  make  aa 
appropriation  for  education.  The  sectioa  tied 
up  the  Legislature  from  making  appropriatkws 
for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  h>  that  no  individ- 
ual could  be  educated  nor  schools  aopponed  by 
public  appropriations.  He  was  not  willing  to 
tie  up  the  hands  of  that  body,  so  that  no  appro- 
priation could  hereafter  be  made  for  eduoatioo. 
He  would  prefer  now  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Frederick  should  prevail  Not  bs- 
caute  his  mind  had  undergouK  any  change,  as  to 
the  legal  effect  of  the  amendment.  On  the  con- 
trary be  was  of  the  opinion  still,^  that  it  wouU 
not  bear  the  construction  ([iven  it  by  the  footle- 
man  from  Frederick.  There  was  no  unlimited 
power  given  to  the  Legislature  by  this  amendment. 
It  would  bear  no  such  construction.  He  then 
read  the  section  as  it  stood,  with  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Montgomery,  and  staled 
his  dwn  view  of  the  proper  construction  which  it 
warranted. 

There  was  a  limitation  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  to  any  appropriation  which 
could  be  made,  and  that  appropiiation  the  Le- 
gislature coul'i  apply  fur  any  purpose,  except  fot 
the  restraining  clau  e  which  follows,.which  ex- 
pressly leave  them  the  power  to  appropriate  for 
education.  The  true  meaning  of  tiie  section  as 
amended  is.  that  the  Legislature  shall  not  ha.^ 
the  power  to  create  any  debt  above  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  except  to  supply  a  temporary 
deficit  in  the  Treassury  of  fifty  thousand  dolian, 
or  to  provide  for  defence  in  time  of  war  or  ia- 
surrection  it  was  limited  to  three  specific  ob- 
jects. But  as  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  construction  of  the  motion,  be  was  wil- 
ling that  it  should  be  reconf^idered  to  be  made 
more  clear,  by  an  amendment  he  intended  to 
offer. 

Mr.  Tbomas  insisted  that  if  the  faotleiMB 
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from  Qoeen  Annexe,  (Mr.  9p«ncer,)  had  care- 
fully extmined  the  section,  he  would  haTe  given 
no  such  constniction  to  it-  It  was  the  duty  of 
ereiy  one  in  debate  to  analyze  and  distribute  the 
elements  of  a  ^iropositiou  until  he  had  made  the 
whole  perfectly  comprehensible.  And  he  thought 
he  could,  by  that  process,  make  it  clear  as  any 
proposition  in  Euclid,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Q'leen  AnneSi  was  wrong. 

It  proposed  to  confer  on  the  Legislature  a 
power  to  borrow  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  on  certain  conditions  touching 
the  taxes  that  were  to  be  laid  to  pay  any  debt 
that  might  be  contracted  in  pursuance  of  that 
power.  Phis  article  further  autboriMd  the  Le- 
gislafiire  to  borrow  fifty  dollars,  to  meet  tempo- 
rary deficits  in  the  treasury,  without  impising 
taxes  to  pay  such  debts,  in  addition  to  these 
powen  to  contract  debts,  he  contended  that  tlie 
section  under  consideration,  gave  to  the  Legisla- 
tore  power  to  appropriate  money  without  limit, 
and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  without  limit, 
for  purpoiet  of  education.  He  conceded  that 
the  power  to  boriow  money  fur  any  purposes, 
was  limited,  fiut  insisted,  that  as  the  taxing 
power  was  unlimited,  and  as  this  section  gave  an 
unlimited  power  to  appropriate  and  pledge  the 
faith  of  the  State  for  education,  that  the  restric- 
tions touching  the  power  to  create  a  State  debt, 
would  not  check  the  wildest  extravagance  in  the 
expenditure  for  education  to  associations,  corpo- 
rations or  individuals. 

He  then* took  up  the  section,  as  amended,  read 
and  examined  it,  and  contended  that  it  gave  to 
tlie  Legislature  an  unlimited  power  to  appropri- 
ate money  from  the  treasury  for  education. — 
Looking  at  the  construction  of  the  section,  he  in- 
sisted that  no  language  could  be  clearer.  He 
presumed  that  the  true  effect  of  the  proposition 
woulu,  by  and  by,  be  permitted  to  appear  in  the 
aeiion  of'^  the  Legislature  under  it ;  for  no  one 
sapposed  that  the  »um  of  one  hundred  thoui^and 
dollara  would  be  sufficient  for  the  establishment 
of  a  syi^em  of  education.  The  gentleman  from 
Montgomery,  (Mr.  Davis.)  Itad  verj  frankly  told 
the  Convention  that  bis  object  was  to  educate 
ev«ry  cbiM  in  the  State.  Yes,  they  are  all  to  be 
educated  from  this  great  fountain  here.    The 

Eroposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil,  (Mr. 
Nonstable.)  to  limit  the  taxing  power  of  the  Le- 
gislature, was  rejected,  because  the  Convention 
could  not  see  what  exigency  might  arise  hereaf- 
ter, to  render  it  necessary  to  exercise  this  taxing 
power.  Under  ihe  section,  as  now  amended, 
the  Legislature  would  have  the  right  to  pledge 
the  fiiitfa  of  the  State  without  issuing  bunds,  and 
they  might  go  on  to  make  contracts  lo  build  col- 
le|^  and  establish  a  splendid  system  of  educa- 
tion, and  then  the  people  throughout  the  State 
would  feel  themselves  called  on  to  sustain  this 
miem,  based,  as  it  would  be,  on  the  plin^hted 
iaith  of  the  State.  If  the  Slate  House  should 
happen  to  be  burned,  the  Legislature  would  not 
he  compelled  to  create  a  debt  for  re-building  it, 
but  would  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  and  en- 
force a  tax  on  the  people  to  re-construct  the 
building,  and  thus  redeem  the  pledge.  In  like 
maimer  they  eouM  build  colleges,  academies  au4 


seminaries  of  learning,  and  thus  redeem  the 
pledge.  They  would  do  this  the  more  readily, 
becauto  they  would  know  that  no  man  of  high 
principle  would  hesitate  to  contribute  to  a  tax  to 
redeem  the  pledged  honor  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Davis  felt  the  peculiar  po»itipn  in  which 
he  was  placed,  but  at  XUt  risk  he  knew  he  had 
to  encounter,  in  meeting  three  such  able  oppo- 
nents as  had  taken  the  floor  against  his  amend- 
ment, he  would  venture  a  few  words  in  reply. 

The  gentleman  from  Frederick,  [Mr.  Thomas] 
objected  to  the  amendment,  because  Frederick 
county  had  raised  a  large  school  fund,  and  would 
contribute  her  unequai  share.  So,  says  the  gentle- 
man from  Baltimore  city,  [Mr.  Preastman,] 
has  Baltimore  done;  and  ne  will  not  consent 
that  Baltimore  shall  be  taxed  to  educate*tne 
children  in  the  counties. 

Well,  sir,  what  has  the  unequal  dibtribution  of 
the  present  school  fund,  which  the  gentleman 
complains  of,  lo  do  with  propositions  now  before 
the  Convention?  What  are  we  here  for,  but  to 
reform  the  past,  and  provide  for  the  future?  My 
proposition  is  prospective  in  its  character.  It  ia 
only  to  save  something  from  this  general  lock- 
ing up  of  the  resources  of  the  State,  to  aid  iu 
carrying  out  a  system  of  common  school  educa- 
tion, as  is  recommended  by  the  committee  upon 
education,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

He  had  told  his  people  that  he  should  endeav- 
or to  introduce  into  the  Constitution  a  provision 
for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  education; 
and  if  he  stood  alone,  he  should  strive  to  obtain 
it. 

Had  the  gentleman  from  Frederick  read  the 
report  on  education,  he  wouid  have  seen  that  a 
uniform  system  was  provided  for,  and  intended 
to  apply  to  the  whole  State  alike,  not  excepting 
the  rich  and  populous  county  of  Frederick,  and 
the  city  of  Baltimore;  and  had  he  have  expected 
this  question  to  come  up  to-day,  he  would  have 
been  prepared  to  prove,  that  it  is  far  cheaper  to 
educate  the  children  of  the  State,  than  to  main- 
tain them  in  ignorance.  Go  to  your  jails,  your 
penitentiaries,  and  your  alma  houses,  and  you 
find  thern  filled  with  the  ignorant  and  unlettered. 
In  a  report  which  ne  had  seen  from  the  peniten- 
tiary at  Philadelphia,  it  was  stated  that  the 
per  centage  of  ihwe  who  had  passed  through 
their  common  schools,  was  very  small — while 
that  of  those,  who  could  not  read  or  write,  waa 
overwhelmingly  large. 

Gentlemen  need  not  fear  that  the  legislature 
will  make  any  very  large  appropriation  fur  this 
purpose.  The  difficulty  was  lo  gut  them  to  make 
an>  provision  at  all.  At  the  proper  time,  if  not 
now  blocked  up,  he  intended  to  indicate  a  plan 
for  this  object 

He  was  gratified  at  the  large  vote  in  favor  of 
his  amendment.  He  hoped  Uie  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Frederick  to  reconsider  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  MaaRicK  made  some  remarks  which  will 
be  published  hereafter. 

Mr.  £gk  obtained  ihe  floor. 

And  the  Convention  adjourned,  until  to-mAV 
row,atteno*clQiQkL. 


THURSDAY,  Much  G.  1851. 

Tbe  ConTealion  met  at  ten  o'clock. 
Prajer  was  naila  by  the  Rav.  Mr>  Gaanr*. 
Ths  roll  oflbe  nemban  wai  called;  and 
A  quorum  beina;  preunt, 
ThB journal  oTjwUrdij  yi»»  read  wd  ap- 

Mr.  Bnaa  preatntcd  a  petition  iJEtied  bj  B^a 
handred  and  fiflj-three  cilizeoi  of  Soulh  WmI- 
«ni  portion  of  Frederick  and  South  Eaatem  )Mrt 
of  Waihlngton  counties,  asking  for  the  foraiation 
of  a  new  countj,  embraced  within  the  roIlowinB 
boundary,  lo  wit;  beginning  at  the  mou'b  or 
Catoctin  Creek,  and  running  thence  up  Mid  CRek 


Weitwilh  the  road  lathe  Turnpike  at  Keedj*- 
Tille,  then  with  the  middle  ofroid  road  to  Anlie- 
lan  creek  at  Mumma'<i  Mill,  then  with  the  mid- 
dle of  said  itream  to  the  bridge^netr  Sherrick^, 
then  with  a  ilraight  line  to  w  Potomac  river, 
atoroppoafte  ReTnoldVi  Mill  Dam,  then  with  the 
Potomac  to  the  beeinoing.  including  an  eitimated 
iKipiilalion  of  ten  iKooaand  iohabitanu  and  twehe 
hoedred  Toten. 

Which  waa  read,  and 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  New  ConntJei. 


Mr.  KUiT,  preMnted  a  petition  of  landr;  citi- 
senaof  Anne  Aiuodel  countj,  pnjio^  that  a 
prDViaion  may  be  made  in  the  new  Conilitulion, 
that  the  privilege  to  tell  intosicallog  liquor  ihatt 
not  be  granted  to  any  penon  in  any  part  of  the 
Stale,  except  the  same  shall  first  be  ranclioned 
or  approTcd  of  by  a  majori'j  of  the  tolea  in  the 
election  dii>lrict  wheta  Ibe  game  ii  to  beaold. 

Mr.  HoLLioAT,  prctenteda  petition  of  lundry 
dtiieni  of  Allegany  county  of  limilar  import. 

Mr.  DoNiLDiDN,  pmcBted  a  petition  of  aua- 
dr7  citizens  of  Howard  Diitriet  in  Anne  Arun- 
del county,  of  similar  imporl; 

Which  were  severally  read,  and 

Referred  to  tbe  select  committee  already  ap- 
pouited  on  that  subject. 

[Mr.  D.  remarkM,  that  tbe  petition  presented 
by  him,  came  from  a  number  of  reipecUbla  per- 
aons,  many  of  whom  were  not  what  was  genei- 
ally  called  temperance  men— that  w*a  to  lay, 
they  were  not  member*  of  any  tempennoe  m> 
ciety.] 

aillt   or    ■IFKESaHTATIOH. 

Mr.  LLotDroseaodsaid,  it  would  he  remem- 
bered by  the  CooTention,  that,  about  three  weeki 
ago,  several  reports  had  been  made  from  the 
committeeon  representation.  Noqueitjon  had 
been  taken  on  these  reporls.  He  moved,  there- 
fare,  that  they  be  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  for  Tueulaj  neit. 

Mr.  MaBRicK,  (chairman  of  the 


bulbil,  [Mr,  H.'a,]  printe  bi 


dn  K  iDdiipenMbly  rmsetmrj,  that  ii>  iboaU  ba 
abaent  next  week.  If  the  (.Miveotioii  pt«fened 
to  proceed  with  the  conaideration  of  toat  quet- 
lion  in  his  abeanee,  he  rauat  acquieaee.  But  m 
he  h»d  had  cbaTKB  of  the  subject,  and  u  it  wu 
ooa  in  which  be  had  taken  much  inteiMt,  be 
would  be  glad  to  be  present  when  it  wa*  acted 

Mr.  Llotd  eipreised  bis  de«it«  lo  Bed  the 
views  of  the  gentleman  fron  Cbarlea,  [Mr.  Her* 
rick.]  Hia,  [Mr.  L.**,]  only  object  waa,  that  H 
early  day  sbould  be  fixed  lor  the  cooaideralioa  of 
tbe  queaiion. 

Mr.  MlMKlCK  anggestad  Monday  ircA-  B^ 
that  time,  ba  laid,  haabould  ba  in  hit  place. 

Mi.  Bowii,  (to  the  Chair.)  Will  thia  qoM- 
lioD,  if  it  should  be  made  the  special  order, 
■upersede  the  consideration  of  the  repoK  of  the 
eommiltea  on  the  executive  department  of  the 
goremment  > 

The  PainnENT  said,  that  would  depand  ga 
the  order  of  busineu  on  the  calendar. 

Having  referred  to  the  calendar,  the  Prendent 
■lated  that  the  report  of  Ibe  comminoe  on  the 
cxecuUre  deparunant  had  been  made  Ibe  apecial 
order  of  the  day,  for  tbe  second  Tuesday  in 
January,  and  its  consideration  bad  ^m  tlaa 
to  time  been  postponed,  bv  Ibeganetal  conaetitof 
the  CooTention.  In  thejudgnent  of  the  Chair, 
therefore,  the  report  on  Ibe  executive  depart- 
tnent,  would,  u  Ine  nextspecialoidet,  have  pla- 
ced ence  over  other  businesa. 


per,  that  soma  day  n 

pon  for  the  considc 

rder  that  all  the  m 

mi|^t  ba  notified  to  attend.  It  wat  important 
that  any  dcclaion  which  loigbt  be  made,  abouU 
be  the  deliberate  judgment  of  a  majotity  of  the 
Convention.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Coo- 
ventioD  would  give  notice  of  the  day  on  which 
tbeoueaiion  would  be  taken  up,  and  thatthatday 
would  be  adhered  to. 

The  FaaainKHT  stated  that  the  dmUod  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Talbot,  (Mr.  Uoyd,)  beingain- 
plya  motion  relating  to  the  priofily  of  boaJBeH, 
wu  not  debalesble. 


Bed,  to  lake  up  there 
mittee,  immediately  alter  the  report  of  the  LiFgis- 
latlve  committee  should  have  been  dispoaed  of. 
Hia  friend  from  Queen  Anne,  (Mr.  GraaooJ 
chairman  of  tbe  committee  on  the  esecuiive  de- 
partment, was  ready  to  proceed  with  the  oot- 
sideraiion  of  that  report.  We  did  not  know  bow 
long  it  might  occupy—perhape  four  or  Ave  day*. 
He  wonldsuggesl  lo  tbe  gentleman  from  Talbot, 
(Mr.  Lloyd,)  to  wait  until  that  Rport  shouH 
have  been  dispoaed  of. 

Mr.  Llotd,  eipreasing  his  desire  to  accommo- 
date  genllimen,  withdrew  hia  first  motion,  and 
substituted  for  it  a  motion  to  make  tbe  report  of 
the  committee  on  repraaentation,  (he  special  «c> 
I  dtr  of  Ibe  da;  foe  Mindaj  week. 
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Mr.  Blakiitovb  Miggettad  Tbundty  week,  at 
he  boat  from  the  Etstam  Shore  came  up  oo  that 
lay. 

Mr.  Thomas  expressed  the  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Talbot,  (Mr.  Lloyd,)  would  adhere 
to  bu  original  motion.  It  was  impossible  to  ac- 
sommodsto  the  action  of  this  body  to  the  various 
iDd  conflicting  priTate  engagements  of  its  mem- 
lers.  He,  [Mr.  T.,]  could  not  be  here  next 
veek.  Let  each  gentleman  who  was  compelled 
o  be  absent,  pair  off  with  some  other  gentleman 
>f  opposite  opinions. 

Mr.  MsaaicK  said,  he  could  not  possibly  be 
iiere  next  week. 

Mr.  Dorset  sumsted  that  there  was  another 
ipecial  order,  besides  that  which  had  been  allud- 
BQ  to  bY  the  Chair,  and  which  he,  [Mr.  D.,]  be- 
lieved  had  precedence  of  the  report  of  the  cero- 
nittee  on  the  executire  department.  He  alluded 
to  the  report  which  had  been  made  in  relation  to 
Howard  district 

The  PaxsioBMT,  on  enquiry,  stated  that  the  re- 
port alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
A  model,  [Mr.  Dorsey,]  had  b<^en  simply  made 
the  order  of  the  "dav,  [in  parliamentary  phrase,] 
and  not  a  tpeeUd  mitr  for  any  particular  day. 

Mr.  ChrlNM  submitted  to  the  Chair,  whether 
the  conaideration  of  a  special  order  might  not  be 
postponed,  by  a  rote  of  a  majority  of  the  Con- 
veotioo. 

The  PftKsiDEMT  indicated  the  opinion  that  a 
Tole  of  two-thirds  would  be  required  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  a  special  order. 

Mr.  Llotp,  [to  the  Chair.]  If  I  should  now 
Bove  lAal  the  report  of  the  committee  on  repre- 
sentatioii  be  made  the  i^ecial  order  of  the  day 
for  Tuesday  next,  will  it  come  up  immediately 
slier  the  report  on  the  executive  department 
ihallbave  been  disposed  of? 

The  Prssidbnt.    It  will. 

Mr.  Llotd.    1  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  McaaicK  moved  to  make  the  report  the 
ipecial  order  for  Tuesday  week.  It  was  impos- 
nble,  he  said,  that  gentlemen  should  receive  no- 
tice, and  be  here  by  the  time  designated  in  the 
last  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Talbot,  [Mr. 

Uoyd.] 

The  pRKSiDiVT  stated,  that  the  qaestion  would 
be  taken  first  on  the  most  distant  day. 

And  the  ouestion  was  stated  to  be  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Mbrrick,  to  make  the  report  of  the 
Doaimittee  on  representation,  the  special  oider  of 
the  day  for  Tuesday  week. 

Jfr.  Warb  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  whieh 
irere  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
bws: 

JfffrmilkH  —  JIfessrs.  Chapman,  President, 
Bknistooe,  Dent,  Hopewell.  Ricaud.  Lee.Cham- 
bers,  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Welh,  Ran- 
dall, Kent,  tollman,  Weems,  Jlferrick,  James  U. 
Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Hodson,Goldft- 
borougfi,  Eecleston,  B«iwie,  ^prigg,  Bowling, 
jlfc^asler,  Fooks,Sappington,  Stephenson,Thaw- 
laj,  John  Newcomer,  Da? is  and  Kilgour — 3S. 

A'^ottve— ^AlBsan.  fiell,Welch,  Ridgely,Lloyd, 


ColsV>n,  Chambers,  of  Ceeil,  JtfoCulk)iigb,  Jtfil- 
ler,  Spencer,  Oeom,  Thomas,  Gaither,  Biser, 
Annan,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Hardoastle,Gwinn, 
Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood,  of  Balti- 
more city,  Presstman,  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery, 
Neill,  Harbine,  ,Vi^hael  Newcomer,  Weber, 
Hollyday,  Slicer,  Smith,  Parke,  Ege,  Cockey  and 
Brown--34. 

So  the  motion  of  Mv,  Jtferrick  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  ■ 
Mv,  Llojid,  fixing  Tuesday  next 

Jtfr.  DbWt  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
making  the  report  the  Fpecial  order  of  Uie  day 
for  the  first  Monday  in  April. 

Ml,  D  said,  that  some  time  ago,  many  gentle- 
men were  anxious  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  this  subject,  until  after  the  other  business  of 
the  Convention  had  been  disposed  of,  who  were 
now  anxious  to  take  it  up. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  amend- 
ment of^  Mr.  Dent. 

Mr.  KiLoouR  moved  to  amend  it  by  dmigna- 
ting  Monday  wedc, 

Mr.  Wells  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RicADD  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
Convention. 

A  call  was  ordered. 

The  roll  of  the  members  was  called,  and  the 
names  of  the  absentees  were  then  called  over. 

t 

The  Doorkeeper  was  sent  to  notify  the  absent 
members  who  were  in  the  city  to  attend. 

After  some  time  the  doorkeeper  returned,  and 
the  President  informed  the  Convention  that  all 
the  members  in  the  city,  not  sick,  had  been  noti- 
fied to  attend. 

Further  proceedings  on  the  call  were  then  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  KiLoouR,  designating  Monday  week,  and 
being  taken. 

The  reiult  was  as  follows  : 

4jBlirmative. — Messrs.  Chapman,  President, 
Blakittone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Cham- 
bers, of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Dorsey, 
Wells,  Randall,  Kent,  Sellman,  Weems,  SoJlers, 
Merrick,  Jenifer,  James  U.  Dennis,  Crisfield, 
Dashiell.  Hicks,  Hodson,  Goldsborough,  Eecle- 
ston, Bowie,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Bowling,  Mo- 
Master,  Foolcs,  Sappiogton,  Stephenson,  Thaw- 
ley,  John  Newcomer.  Davis  and  Kilgour— 37. 

Acgsiive.— Messrs.  Welch,  Chandler,  Ridgely, 
Lloyd,  Colston,  Chambers,  of  Cecil,  McCullough, 
Miller,  Spencer,  Grason,  Geor|e,  Thomas,  Gai- 
ther, Biser,  Annan,  McHenry,  Stewart,  of  Caro- 
line, Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore 
city.  Brent,  Sherwood,  of  Baltimore  city,  Prest- 
man.  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  Harbine,  Mi- 
chael Newcomer,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer, 
Smith,  Parke,  £|js,  Cockey  and  Brown— 31. 

A  tie  vote. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kiloour  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  metioa  oC 
Mr.  Lloyd,  designatincTumivs  tAEx2u> 
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Mr.  JiNiPiii  enquired  of  the  Chair,  whether 
the  effect  of  this  motion  would  be  to  postpone  all 
other  special  orders. 

The  Prbsident  said  there  was  only  one  special 
€9irder. 

Mr.  Davis  interposed,  and  said  that  more  than 
one  hour  had  already  been  spent,  and  he  would 
move  that  the  Confention  proceed  to  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  Neill  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the 
orders  of  the  day  be  postponed,  for  the  pifrpose 
of  acting  upon  the  question  now  pending  before 
the  Convention. 

Mr.  Davis  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 

^^'hich  were  ordered. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  point  of  or- 
der, in  whi<:h  Messrs.  Thomas,  Spencer,  Mer- 
rick and  the  President  took  part. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Neill, 

And  the  result  was  as  follows  : 

,^lffirmatice.^Meisn.  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch, 
Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Colston.  Constable,  Qiambers, 
of  C'ecil,  IVIcCullough,  Miller,  Spencei,  Grason, 
George,  Thomas,  Gait  her,  Biser,  Annan,  Mc- 
Henry,  Magraw,  Stewart,  of  Caroline,  Hard* 
castle,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  fialtimore  city,  Sher- 
vrood,  of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman.  Ware, 
Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  Harbine,  Michael  Newcom- 
«r,  Weber,  HoUyday,  Slicer,  Parke,  £ge,  Cockey 
and  Brown — 38. 

J^^gatwe  —Messrs.  Chapman,  Pres%  Blakistone, 
Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Chambers,  of 
Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Ran- 
dall, Kent,  Sellman.  Weems,  Soflers,  Merrick, 
Jenifer,  James  U.  Dennis,  Crisfield,  Dashlell, 
Hickfl,  Hodaon,  Goldsborouf^h,  Eccleston,  Bow- 
ie, Spring,  McCubbin,  Bowlinj^,  McMaster, 
Fooks,  Sappin>rton,  Stephenson,  Brent,  of  Balti- 
more city,  John  NeWcomer,  Davis,  Kilgour  and 
Smith— 38. 

A  tie  vote. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Neill  was  rejected. 

And  tlie  Convention  passed  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

THE  LEGISLATIVE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  legislative 
department  of  tlie  government. 

The  question  pending  before  the  Convention 
on  yesterday,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thom- 
as to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  Convention  on 
the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Davis,  and 
adopted  by  the  Convention,  inserting  in  the 
amendment  ofiered  by  Mr.  George,  as  the  twen- 
ty-first section  of  the  report,  these  words,  •'  ex- 
cept for  purposes  of  education,*'  to  come  in  after 
the  word  '*  corporations,"  in  the  twelfth  line. 

Mr.  Gge  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

He  desired,  he  said,  to  call  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  Convention  to#the  proposition 
which  had  yesterday  been  adopted  on  the  motion 
of  his  friend  from  Montgomery,  (Mr.  Davis.) 
He,  (Mr.  fi-,)  consklered  the  amendment  as  in- 
appropmt^t  and  u  not  oonung  up  to  that  high 


principle  wheh  he,  and  at  lie  believed,  a  majori- 
ty of  i  be  people  of  Maryland,  deaired  to  see  ea* 
grafted  on  the  Constitution  of  the  State.    He  al- 
;  luded  to  the  principle  of  educatioo. 
I     His  design  in  now  addrei^sing  *he  ConveatioB 
I  was,  to  show  that  the  amendmeot  of  the  geotls- 
man  from  Montgomery  waa  out  of  piece  hen, 
and  that  bis  object  could  be  accomplished  in  a 
different  and  a  tietter  form. 

It  was  out  of  place,  because  in  poiat  of  law, 
or  under  the  rule  of  common  lenee,  the  propoih 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^a,  (llr. 
George,)  to  which  that  of  the  gentleman  froa 
Montgomery  was  an  amendment,  did  not  ioM 
the  application  of  moneys  by  the  Legislatunste 
the  purposes  of  a  general  or  common  school  sji- 
tem  of  education.  It  only  forbid  appropriation 
or  grants  to  the  use  of  individuals,  associatioos, 
or  corporations,  an  object  which  he  eamestlj  de- 
sired to  see  accomplished.  And  unless  the  cen* 
mittee  on  education  by  their  report,  and  the  ^ 
tieman  from  Montgomery,  (Mr.  Daris,)  by  hh 
amendment,  desired  that  individuals,  coqxin' 
tions,  or  associations,  coming  particularly  m4tt 
the  head  of  academies  and  colleges,  shooid  ht 
benefitted  by  this  provision,  he,  (Mr.  £.,)eeBU 
see  no  good  reason  for^  its  sdoption. 

The  committee  on  education  should  have  ^^ 
ported  a  definite  proposition  for  the  action  of  Ik 
Convention,  not  smothering  thif  great  priseipls 
under  the  operation  of  previous  laws,  but  adsfl- 
ing  it  as  a  fundamental  provision  of  the  onsniB 
law  which  should  confer  benefits  and  bksrimi 
upon  generations  yet  to  come. 

Mr.  Smith,  (chairman  of  the  conmittee  os 
education,)  interposed,  and  desired  to  say  a  wori 
in  explanation. 

Mr.  £ge  yielded, the  floor  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Smith  desired  to  say,  that  the  propositkn 
now  before  the  Convention,  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  on  educatioo. 
It  was  not  at  all  connected  with  it,  nor  was  Ike 
report  of  the  committee  now  the  subject-malur 
ofditcuasion  before  the  Convention.  He  thoi^t 
that  the  gentleman  ought  not  to  involve  the  ou^ 
ject  in  any  difficulty  of  this  kind. 

Jtfr.  Ege  resumed.  Certainly,  he  said,  be  dt* 
signed  no  reflection  on  the  chairman  of  the  oosh 
mittee  on  education,  or  on  Uie  committee  itself- 
His  main  object  was  to  show  the  conuectioe  af 
this  great  principle  of  common  school  edncatioa 
with  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  peopk) 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Suie. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Moal* 
gomerj,  (Mr.  Davis,)  as  appended  to  the  prone* 
sition  of  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^  (Mr. 
George,)  was  in  the  following  words : 

**Nor  shall  the  Legislature  hereafter  appropri- 
ate the  public  money,  or  pledge  the  public  faidk 
for  the  use  of  individuals,  associations,  or  corp€^ 
ations,  except  for  purpoM  qf  education. " 

Under  what  rule  ?  Under  the  rule  which  kad 
been  reported  to  the  Convention  by  ihe  coaaiit- 
tee  on  educaUon— and  which  he  should  abov 
operated  unjustly  and  unequally,  and  did  ost 
confer  the  advanUges  which  ihe  framers  of  ihl 
law  themselves  uiteoded  to  bestow. 
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w  right  ID  the  g«nertl  propotitioii  whieb 
WD  thtit,  independent  of  this  particular 
f  ould  be  in  the  power  of  the  OonTentioo 
in  another  part  of  the  Constitution  that 
bture  should  hare  the  right  to  appro- 
ney  for  the  specific  purposes  of  eduea- 
he  could  not  see  the  object  of  the  geo- 
>ni  Montgomery  in  placing  his  amend- 
re  he  now  desired  it  to  be.  fiut  ereo 
r.  £  ,)  was  wrong  in  thii^  position,  he 
ured  an  amendoient  in  terms  so  broad 
Dtent  could  not  possibly  be  misappre- 
lo  amendment  which,  in  his  Jud^ent, 
▼iate  every  difficulty,  and  which  he 
w  read  a«  a  part  of  his  remarks, 
then  read  his  amendment,  (of  which 
er  has  not  a  copy.) 

lired  now  to  » how  to  the  Convention 
ppropriatioDs  made  by  former  Legiala- 
s  not  such  as  came  within  the  rulee  of 
common  sense,  and  that  the^  were  not 
iccoi dance  with  the  intentions  of  the 
if  the  laws  themselves.  He  did  not 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
itgomery,  or  the  report  of  the  commit- 
leation  came  up  to  the  point  which  the 
n  desired  to  attain,  and  which  the  peo- 
elveSfSofar  as  his,  (Mr.  E.*s,)  (knowl- 
bled  hioi  to  speak,  intended  to  reach, 
d  to  show  that  the  relative  population 
iDtiea  and  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  was 
■ented  either  by  population,  black  and 
'  BO  as  to  receife,  either  under  the  re- 
be  committee  on  education,  or  of  the 
It  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Bry,  the  benefits  which  they  were  enii- 
eiva— but  that  the  system  operated  with 
istice  and  inequality. 
own  rofe  to  a  point  of  order,  concern- 
levancy  of  the  debate, 
brief  conversation  thereon, 
B,  ^having  been  decided  to  be  in  order,) 
i  with  his  remarks. 

loosed,  he  said,  to  take  the  school  fund 
led  to  the  different  counties  of  the 
I  to  show  the  gross  inequality  that  ex- 
I  distribution.  He  proposed  to  show 
of  the  counties  of  the  State,  received 
on  of  the  fund  upon  principles  not  just 
Ives,  and  against  which  he  came  here 
i. 

ed  to  see  a  principle    adopted   in  the 
on  for  the  establishment  of  a  general 

common  school  education,  by  whicb 
lowledge  should  be  diffused  among  all 
)ur  citizens,  whether  living  on  the  low 
le  bay  shore,  or  in  the  pure  muuntain 
the  west. 

would  now  proceed  to  show  the  in- 
tbat  existed  in  the  application  of  the 
ids.  Tiike,  for  example,  the  counties 
ad  Anne  Arundel  proper.  They  re- 
ire  than  one  fourth  of  all  the  taxes  they 
Ibe  treasury,  whilst  the  county  which 
Sge.]  had  in  part  the  honor  to  represent, 
received  only  eight  hundred  dollan. 
vnall  sum  was  more  equally  disiribated 
\  people  in  his  county,  than  perhaps  the 


money  received  by  mny  other  eoonty  in  the 
Sute.  Still,  he  believed,  it  was  not  properly 
distributed,  because  particular  localitiee  were 
the  exclusive  recipicDts  of  its  benefits.   ' 

Mr.  E.  then  read  the  following  statement: 

TABLE, 

Skotoini^  tke  WkiU  pupulation  if  each  Counhf  end 
Baltimore  City,  wiih  the  amounti  <sf  the  Jleaiemy 
and  CoOegefund,  and  tke  Free  School  fund,  en* 
nually  diitributed  amongit  them. 


Counties. 


Allegany,     . 
AnneArundol 
Baltimore  c^ 
Baltimore  co. 
Carroll,  .    . 
Caroline^     . 
Calfert» .    . 
Cecil,     .    . 
Charles, 
Dorchester, 
Frederick,  • 
Harford, 
Kent,      .    . 
Montg^omery, 
Pr.  George*s, 
QueenAnne^s 
St.  Maryti, . 
Somerset,  . 
Talbot,  .    . 
Washington, 
Worcester, 

ToUl,  . 


WhUe  Pop- 

utation, 

1850. 

•Academy 
Fund. 

21643 

•  «800 

16,543 

3,800 

141,440 

34,354 

800 

18,676 

800 

6,096 

800 

3,630 

800 

15,483 

800 

5,665 

80u 

10.788 

800 

33,300 

1,200 

14.414 

^00 

5,615 

800 

9,435 

1,000 

8,902 

4600 

7,040 

800 

6,236 

800 

13,417 

800 

7,085 

800 

26.888 

800 

13,401 

800 

419,039 

119,600 

Free  School 
Fund, 
1851. 


$2,588 
3,335 
6,635 
3,047 
3,144 
3,327 
3.015 
3,856 
3141 
3.849 
4,47S 
3.931 
3,370 
3,636 
2,722 
2,636 
2,411 
2,754 
2.861 
3,559 
2,832 


63 
86 
53 
83 
03 
15 
03 
40 
07 
62 
08 
U 
70 
43 
77 
59 
57 
93 
39 
65 
81 


163.915  39* 


Able— The  Free  School  fund  is  distributed  as 
follows:  One- half  to  each  count},  and  Balti- 
more city,  equally;  and  the  other  half  amongst 
aaki  counties  and  city,  in  proportion  to  their 
white  population. 

Such  were  the  inequalities  and  such  the  injus- 
tice of  this  system.  He  wared  against  it.  He 
desired  that  it  should  be  brought  to  an  end.  He 
wanted  to  see  a  general  system  adopted  in  place 
of  that  partial  and  miserable  one  which  was  now 
in.  operation,  by  which  a  select  few  received  the 
benefits  of  academic  and  collegiate  education  to 
the  detriment  of  the  great  mass  of  the  children 
of  the  State. 

Let  academies  and  colleges  be  left  to  private 
enterprise,  or  to  corporations  that  were  able  to 
maintain  themselves  by  their  own  efforts.  Let 
them  not  draw  their  sustenance  from  the  public 
treasury,  whilst  industry,  energy,  enterprise  and 
learning  itself  were  left  to  slumber.  He  desired 
to  see  the  State  cleansed  from  this  foul  leprosy 
which  had  so  long  been  eating  into  its  vitals,  and 
DO  efifort  of  hia  should  be  wanting  to  secus^  >tai 
exterfiiination. 
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He  dMind  to  see  the  whole  sTiilable  school 
fund  of  the  State  appropriated,  not  accord ing  to 
local,  county,  or  sectional  interestStbut  according 
to  population,  in  order  that  equality  in  its  distri- 
bution might  be  presenred  as  nearly  as  possible. 
He,desired  that  every  child  in  Maryland  should 
be  educated;  and,  if  the  school  fund  should  not 
be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  then  he  w^  in  fa- 
vor of  making  every  voter  in  the  State  contribute 
to  the  object,  as  one  of  the  holiest  and  most  in- 
teresting, that  could  engage  th^  attention  of  civi- 
lized men. 

Mr.  Davis  interposed,  and  desired  to  ask  a 
question. 

Mr.  Bob  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  Davis  Did  1  understand  the  gentleman 
to  bay,  that  every  voter  in  the  State  should 
contribute  to  a  school  fund? 

Mr.  EoB.  I  do  say  so— and  I  make  the  decla- 
ration in  the  utmost  sinoeritv,  and  under  a  ftill 
conviction  of  the  responsibility  which  attaches 
to  it? 

Mr.  Davis.  I  only  wished  to  be  sure  that  I  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  correctly. 

Mr.  Ege.    Tou  did,  sir. 

Mr.  SoLLKaa,  (in  his  seat)    A  poll  tax! 

Mr.  EoB.  It  is  immaterial  to  me  by  what  name 
it  is  called;  and,  1  care  not  what  opprobrium 
uiay  be  attempted  here  or  elsewhere  to  be  cast 
upon  me  for  tne  principle  I  have  avowed. 

Mr.  Davis.  1  intended  no  cpprobium,  and  ex- 
pT«ssed  no  opinion.  All  1  desired  was  to  be 
certain  that  1  was  not  mistaken  as  to  the  position 
which  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  assume. 

Mr.  EoE.  I  am  well  aware  that  this  is  not  a 
^  popular  doctrine.  I  care  not  for  that  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  right,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to 
yield  mv  own  convictions  of  truth  and  duty,  be- 
cause they  may  not  chime  in  with  the  popular 
voice,  or  even  with  the  sentiments  of  my  own 
immediate  constituents.  I  mustt  act  for  my- 
self. • 

1  know  the  responsibility  under  which  I  speak, 
and  I  shall  not  shrink  from  meeting  it.  The 
principle  is  one  which,  if  carried  into  practical 
operation  would  destroy  many  heart-burnings, 
and  forever  save  the  feelings  6f  honest  penury 
from  cruel  and  unnecessary  wounds.  'I  he  poor 
man^s  son  could  then  stand  proudly  by  the  side  of 
the  rich  man^s  son,  and  say  *'I  am  your  equal." 
It  would  benefit  the  poor  man  bv  securing  edu- 
cation to  his  children  at  a  much,  cheaper  rate 
than  it  can  be  obtained  under  the  present  system. 
The  appropriation  of  this  pittanc  e  to  so  noble  a 
cause,  will  be  an  honor 'to  the  poor  man,  and  a 
declaration  that  no  superiority  is  aeknowledg- 
ed  by  the  mere  accident  of  wealth  or  station. 
He  should  demand  it  for  every  reason  dear  to 
him  at  a  citizen,  father,  and  patriot — that  a  pure 
fountain  of  truth,  justice,  and  equality,  may 
take  the  place  of  the  turbid  and  unequal  stream 
now  flowing  through  the  State. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  say  that  I  have  not 
brought  forward  this  proposition  upon  the  mere 
•impulse  of  the  moment.  It  has  been  a  matter  of 
aaxioua  deiiberation  with  me,  and  it  may  not 


perhaps  have  escaped  tb»  remq^nbranee  of  tbs 
Convefitioo  that,  at  an  eariy  stage  of  its  proceed- 
ings, 1  introduced  a  resolution  efflb<»dying  the 
principle  I  now  advocate. 

Mr.  SpBNCBa.  The  motion  is  to  reeoosider 
the  vote,  and  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  vari- 
ous subjects  which  were  now  uuder  diseussioa. 
He  would  not  discusss  the  subject  of  edueatkM, 
or  the  manner  in  which  appropriations  bIioqU  bs 
applied.  W^en  thoee|questioii8  come  up.  in  their 
proper  order,  he  wouhl  be  ready  to  go  into  ttasir 
discusskon.  His  object  was  tm  make  a  few  rs- 
marks  only,  in  reply  to  what  had  yesterday  fiillsB 
fh>m  the  gentleman  from  Frederick.  Id  aoivw 
to  a  remark  from  the  gentleman  from  BaltimMS, 
rMr.  Presstman,)  he,  (Mr  8.,)  bad  said  that  the 
Legislature  would  be  restricted  by  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Geoi^e,)  frooi  goiof 
beyond  one  hdndrMl  thonsand  dollars,  and  be  bsd 

?;ivon  his  views  to  that  effect  The  genileiBU 
rom  Frederick  stated  that  he  ooald  show,  wiik 
the  clearness  with  which  a  propositioo  in  eodii  i 
could  be  demonstrated,  that  a  di&reot  coostme*  ^ 
tion  was  the  true  one.  After  ail,  however,  tkt 
gentleman  from  Frederick  had  noC  uoofisesd 
him  that  he  had  given  a  wrong  eonstnietMo. 
But  it  appeared  that  there  were  difEsraBees  of 
opinion  on  the  subject  among  gentleaMB  ia  the 
House,  and  this  had  brought  i.im  to  the  eooelo- 
sion  that  something  might  be  done  by  way  of 
compromise.  He  intended  to  give  his  vets  is 
&vor  of  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  if  thst 
motion  should  be  decided  in  the  affirmative,  be 
would  then  be  prepared  to  offer  a  propositios 
which  he  would  now  indicate,  in  order  that  tbs 
two  sections  shall  not  hereafter  stand  in  opposi- 
tion to  each  other.  And  then  he  intended  to  (jf- 
fer  an  additional  section.  He  briefly  stated  wbsl 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  propositioiis  to  wbich 
he  had  referred,  and  which  he  read. 

Mr.  Davis  proposed  briefly  to  state  wbatiic 
thought  would  be  the  effect  of  this  motion.  He 
would  take  the  opportunity  to  explain  himself. 
His  amendment  was  brief  and  sironle,  being  coo* 
tained  in  the  few  words,  '^except  tor  purposes  of 
educa«ion."  Nothing  could  be  more  plain.  All 
can  understand  it.  The  vote  io  &vor  of  the  pro- 
position yesterday  was  nearly  as  two  to  one.  Bat 
notwithstanding  this  decided  expression  of  the 
sense  of  the  Ck>ovention,  the  potential  voice  of 
the  gentleman  from  Frederick  is  heard  this  IB0^ 
ning,  asking  that  the  vote  of  yesterday  shall  be 
reconsidered,  because  he  finds  hioaself  in  the 
awkward  position  of  having  his  name  on  the  re- 
cord as  opposed  to  the  educatioD  of  the  people. 
Here,  however,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  froa 
Frederick  would  be  allowed  to  stand ;  and  then, 
as  far  as  he  could  do  it,  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  ioteode^ 
to  keep  him.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  very  able  report  on  the  subject  of  ed- 
ucation which  was  made  to  the  Leg^latnre  suM 
years  ago  by  a  gentleman  of  distinction,  who  vis 
always  regarded  as  par  exeellence,  a  DeoMKiat 
and  a  Reiormer,  he  meant  Judge  Legrand.  It 
appears  from  that,  report,  that  in  this  State  of 
Maryland,  there  are  fitteen  thousand  sevea  boa- 
dred  and  fifty-four  persons  above  the  sge  of 
twenty-oDOt  who  can  neithar  read  Dorwriis.  U 


wsi  to  (vra  wDUtblns  for  iho  odneitkin  of  thi*  i 
numcroiM  efaua  tbat  hi*  notion  wu  inleoded  lo 

Mr.  Chavolim  her*  loggetted  thepropriel^  orj 
poMpoiiinK  Iha  further  dmcuuion  of  thii  lubject  | 
nntii  ahcr  Ibe  vote  of  'he  Houw  had  b«(n  takin 
on  the  mntlon  to  raconiidcr.  The  discutiiDii  of 
Um  iutijrct  of  edueatioQ  would  iban  be  more  pro- 
perlj  bafora  the  Boom. 

Mr.  DiTii  thanked  tha  geDtltmaii  from  Balti- 
mon  count;  for  bia  guggeatian.  in  which  ho,  (Hr- 
O.,)  eoocurred;  but  thn  gentieinan  would  *ee  thil 
whit  be  hod  uiJ  bid  been  Coiced  from  him.  If 
the  motion  (o  recotiiider  should  prevail,  ths  op*, 
pODeola  of  Ibe  aTBten  of  education  nrould  then 
UMTO  to  reject  the  whole  pro[<0)iliun  lo  relieie 
Uio  ftnlleman  from  Frederick,  and  those  who 
were  oow  on  tha  record  with  him  a^nit  the 
propoaitioD  tie  repeated  what  lin  had  wid  jea 
tetoftj,  that  with  the  aid  oftheilatiiiieaat  hand, 
wera  Ihe  CuoMintiDD  diipoied  lo  liilen  (o  theoi. 
ho  would  be  abla  to  proTe  that  a  great  expenie 
wmU  be  aa>ed  lo  the  State  bj  tlie  adoption  of  a 
ijtten^  education,  been uM.  ai  haa  been  Juatly 
•aid,  ignonoce  ii  tha  parent  nf  idleneu — idleneai 
vt  TbM  and  imm  ralitj,  with  its  concomitant 
edme — and  crime  with  all  iti  attendant  Expense, 
olloai  Bral — then  deteciion,  coiiirictlon.  and  pun- 
iabment — un1e>*  the  partj  gets  "acat  fee  " 
penwirat*  olhei  injuries  tiid  depredation!. 

Tbe  queition  wu  tnen  atated  to  be  on  the  mo- 
lion  to  re-coniiderlhe  fole  tdopiing  tbe  amend- 
Mest  of  Hr.  Dath. 

Mr.  fntmtmtti  aaked  the  jeu  and  naja,  which 
waro  atdend,  tad  being  Uken,  reaullad  ai  fol- 
lowi: 

4fflnftiu—1«tmn.  Bell,  Welch,  Llojd,  Col- 
«tan.CDMt>ble,ChamberaofCeoil.  MeCulknigh, 
Miller,  Spencer,  Gr«Mn,  GaotKe,  Thomas,  Sbri- 
-ver,  Geitner.  Biier,  Annan,  Sappinglon.  Slaphen- 
•on,  McHenrj,  Thawley,  Hardciitle.  Gwinn, 
Stewart  of  Beltimora  citj,  Brent  o(  Baltimore 
city,  Bberwood  of  Baltimore  nUy,  Presstmao, 
Ware,  Sihley,  Fierj,  Neill,  John  Newcomer. 
Michiel  Newcomer,  Meber  Holiydaj,  IJlicer, 
Parke,  Ege,  Cockej  and  Urown—^JS. 

A^orinc— Meain.  Chapman,  hresident,  Bla- 
hittona,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Kicsud,  LM,  Cbombeit 
of  Kent.  Milehall,  Donaldton,  Doner.  Wells, 
Randall,  Weemi,  Merrick,  Ch-indler,  Jame«  U 
Dennis,  Cr.BBeld,Da;biell,Hickii,HMJio<i,Golds- 
boronith.  £cclBitioa,  Howie,  SpHgn;.  McCubbin, 
Bowling,  McMaiter,  Fooka,  Da^is,  Ki^our,  and 
Bmith— 31. 

So  the  ToU  was  re-cons<deied. 
The  question  then  racurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Divis. 

Mr.  GajtioM  made  some  remHrks  which  will 
mppear  hereafter. 

JVr.  CHiuaeas  rose  to  colrect  impresalont 
which  might  be  made,  by  what  had  b«en  said, 
on  the  minds  of  those  who  had  not  invealigaled 
the  history  of  the  scbool  fiind.  The  origin  oftiie 
■ebooi  fund,  dalod  a  long  way  beyond  the  birth 
diiy  of  Carroll  county.  The  ant  legislation  tn 
(Wllon  to  this  mbjeet,  will  be  found  lo  baTe 
been  mne  than  a  oentury  since. 

ss 


A  word  or  two  in  relhrence  to  Ihe  coltegM-  ■ 
ha  meant  the  two  collrges  which  were  made  Ihe 

uniTer>ity.  in  1764.  By  ihelr  chirters  in  1789 
■nd  1784,  the  Le^xUture  had  engaged  to  endow 
the  collegM,  If  individual!  would  advance  the 
funds  necesMry  to  eslabiUh  ihem.  Tbe  condi- 
tion was  complied  with,  and  in  1784  tbe  endow* 
ment  was  granted 

Thus  WIS  produced  a  state  of  thin^,  which  in 
the  rievf  of  those  who  had  charge  of  the  eolteget, 
broiigM  them  eomplelely  within  the  principlN 
established  in  tlie  supreme  caurl  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  the  can  of  the  Dirtmuuth  cullege,  and 
other!  of  u  timilar  clisa.  In  these  casei  it  had 
bren  declared  that  such  conmcts  were  inviolable 
by  tho  Stale.  It  happened,  however,  suuh- 
i]iientl>,tbai  persons  occupied  leati  in  tlieie  legis- 
lative halli  whoenterlai'ieil  notioiia  in  reiaril  to 
Ibe  education  of  our  citizens,  vor^'  dUferent  from 
those  entertained  by  "ur  iiitelllgtnl  and  judicious 
ancestors.  Such  nations,  as  we  now  hear  from 
some  quarters,  obtained  the  aseeiidancy,  and  Ihe 
colleges  were  deprived,  arbitrarily,  as  Ibey  SU|^ 
po-ed,  of  these  rndowments.  At  llie  time  ihis 
alleged  violation  ot  their  constitution  a  I  riihti  wu 
perpetrated,  thrre  was  on  ountalule  book  a  law 
by  which  the  Stale  could  be  sued,  by  any  of  her 
I  cilizens  having  a  Ju!t  claim  agalnht  the  State. 
The  collrgei  supposed  thej  cuuld  avail  them- 
'  lelve*  oflhis  law,  lo  brini;  the  matter  fairly  bc- 
,  fere  the  supirme  court,  and  afler  a  long  course 
of  fruillesaetforl,  to  obtain  justice  by  an  appeal 
to  Ihe  Letislatuie,  were  prep-jrlug  lo  adopt  the 
only  ren^edy  [td  them,  and  Institute  suit 

The  law  was  Ihen  repealed,  and  llie  opporlu- 
nlly  of  contesting  the  power  uf  the  Lrginlalure 
thereby  denied.  Subi^nenlly,  at  a  late  period. 
and  under  the  infinence  uf  a  hi|;her  EcnsD  of  Jus- 
li'-e  and  legal  obligation,  a  compromise  was  ei- 
'  feeled,  antT  an  annual  su^n  Gmnied  to  the  col- 
'  Jaga*  which  wa>  given  and  accrptud  expressly 
as  a  (alisfaciion  in  full,  for  their  very  la^e  de- 
mands. Thelerniaor  ihe  resolutinn  eraiitingthe 
anncityai'l  the  acqiiltlancn  executed  bytbecol- 
Joges,  would  prove  this.  Si.cb  was  a  hrief  his- 
tory of  the  transacliona  between  the  State  ntid 
thera  eolleite.*. 

A  friend  near  him,  [Mr.  llandall.]  had  Ju<tl  of- 
f'red  him  ihe  book  containing  Ihe  charter,  sub- 
scription list,  and  early  procucilinga  of  Washing- 
ton college,  by  which  it  would  appear  thai  ihe 
contributions  toward  the  eslabliahmenl  of  that 
ioatiluliin,  amounted  lo  ten  thousand  pounds. 

asked  the  gentleman  to  read  tbe  re- 


JUr.  Cb* 


ing: 


fonts  follow- 


HIs  Excellency,  Gturge  Waihingtim,  Esq  , 
General  and  Command ei-iii-C)iie f  cf  Ihe  armies 
of  ihe  United  Slates,  as  an  enrnest  of  hii  good- 
will, fifty  guineas." 

Mr.  EoB  said: 

Tbat  when  he  asked  the  genUemaci  <!c^¥ji3e&. 
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he  had  no  idea  that  the  gentlemaD  would  throw 
out  such  a  mere  cobweb.  He  had  always  thousht 
and  he  still  did  think,  that  the  appropriations  for 
these  coU^es  were  unwarranted. 

As  to  the  gentleman^s  construction  of  the  law 
of  contract,  which  he  intimated  had  been  violat- 
ed, he,  [Mr.  £.  ]  thought  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kent,  would  find  it  a  difficult  task  to  have 
such  a  contract  inserted  in  the  new  Constitution. 
He  did  not  suppose  that  this  Convention  would 
settle  the  question  on  the  ground  that  General 
Washington  had  subscribed  fifty  guineas  towards 
the  endowment  of  these  colleges.  It  was  certain- 
ly a  noble  example,  which  he  hoped  the  county 
of  Kent  would  follow,  fiuthe  did  not  wish 
that  a  tax  should  be  imposed  by  the  leg- 
islature for  the  purpose  of  education.  Ijtt 
the  people  of  the  counties  themselves  support 
their  owu  schools.  He  was  not  to  be  moved  by 
any  sarcasms  which  might  be  thrown  out 
about  the  city  of  Baltimore.  He  felt  pride  in 
Baltimore,  in  her  wealth,  her  growing  popula- 
tion and  her  spirit  of  enterprise.  And  what 
would  the  State  be  without  Baltimore?  The  ap- 
propriations which  gentlemen  here  are  so  desi- 
rous to  obtain,  are  not  desired  by  the  people, 
nor  are  they  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  He  hoped  that  a  system 
of  education  might  be  established,  without  the 
imposition  of  any  tax  on  the  people  by  the  legis- 
lature, which  would  redound  to  the  honor  and  in- 
terests of  the  State. 

Mr.  Davis  desired  to  say  a  word  only  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Gra- 
son,)  who  bnd  said  that  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  did  not 
comprehend  the  language  of  his  colleague's 
amendment.  Jle  admitted  that  he  had  no  other 
power  of  comprehension  than  the  little  common 
sense,  the  God  and  nature  had  given  him.  Still 
he  believed  that  he  had  rightly  comprehended 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman's  colleague, 
(Mr.  George,)  and  the  gentleman's  colleague, 
(Mr.  Spencer,)  had,  himself,  yesterday  admit- 
ted, that  his,  [Mr.  D's.,]  comprehension  of  it 
*  was  correct. 

The  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's  insisted 
that  the  proposition  was  only  intended  to  exclude 
corporations  from  obtaining  the  public  money. 
But  the  language  of  the  amendment  went  furth- 
er, stating  that  no  individuals  nor  associations,  as 
well  as  corporations,  shall  have  any.  use  of  the 
public  money.  The  children  of  the  State  shall 
tiave  no  education,  if  it  is  to  be  given  them  thro' 
the  medium  of  a  corporation,  because  corpora- 
tions are  odious  to  the  gentleman.  But  in  the 
zeal  of  the  grentleraan  to  strike  down  corporations 
he  also  prevents  any  person  from  obtaining  any 
benefit  trom  the  public  money,  even  for  the  eco- 
nomical and  benevolent  purpose  of  educating  the 
poor  children  of  the  State,  should  it  either  come 
through  individuals  or  associations,a8  well  as  cor- 
porations. How  else  can  it  come?  He  was  un- 
able to  see.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  prophet 
—but  in  this  instance  he  had  proved  a  true  one, 
for  he  now  saw  that  the  gentleman  from  Queen 
Anne's,  [Mr.  Spencer.]  was  about  to  vote 
against  his,  [Mr.  D's.,]  amendment.  And  to  re- 
IJere  the  gentlemui  from  Frederick,  and  those 


who  voted  with  him,  against  an  amendment  to 
save  something  to  educate  the  children  of  the 
State,  this  proposition  is  now  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Spkncer  said,  the  gentleman  from  ^^Ibnt- 
ffomery  had  no  ri|fht  to  impute  to  him  motives 
for  the  course  which  he  might  pursue.  Had  the 
eiposition  of  his  colleague  oeen  made  yesterday, 
he  would  not  have  voted  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Montgomery.  He  then 
briefly  explained  the  view  he  took  of  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleague.  His  only  object  was  to 
have  a  more  intelligent  proposition  offered  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Grason  suggested  that  in  the  hurry  of  de- 
bate, the  attention  of  the  Convention  was  not 
sufficiently  directed  to  the  language  of  the  propo- 
sition. It  was  never  intended  to  prevent  appro- 
priations for  the  purposes  of  education,  bat  was 
merely  an  inhibition  of  appropriations  for  the 
building  of  corporations. 

Jtfr.  JtfcHxNRT  explained  his  understanding  of 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  fh>m  Queeo 
Aone*8.  It  prevents  the  Legislature  from  con- 
tracting loans  for  the  use  of  corporations,  associ- 
ations or  individuals,  except  for  educational  pur- 
poses. He  was  disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any  one 
for  the  support  and  extension  of  education  by 
taxation.  But  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  tbe 
State's  incurring  any  debt  or  pledging,  in  any 
form,  its  aredit,  for  any  purposes,  except  in  ex- 
treme exigencies.  He  was  not  disposed  to  tax 
posterity  tor  the  education  of  the  children  of  the 
present  day.  The  men  of  this  generation  shonkl 
not  grudge  the  cost  of  educating  their  own  and 
their  neighbors^  little  ones,  nor  attempt  by  State 
loans,  or  other  devices,  to  transfer  to  posterity 
the  burdens  which  are  properly  our  own. 

Mr.  Sherwood,  of  Baltimore  city,  desired  to 
say  a  word  or  two  on  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Montgomery,  (Mr.  Davis  )  Al- 
though he  should  vote  against  the  proposition,  as 
a  part  of  the  article  to  which  it  was  aouzht,  m 
his  judgment,  improperly  to  be  attached,  he  did 
not  think  in  doing  so,  that  he  would  incur  tbe 
censure  of  hostility  to  a  general  system  of  popu- 
lar education.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  bis  at^ 
tachment  to  tbe  system,  and  his  desire  for  its 
further  success,  that  prompted  his  opposition  to 
tbe  amendment  at  this  time.  He  bad  been  too 
long  the  ardent  advocate  of  public  instruction, 
tu  be  now  found  doing  any  act  to  retard  its  pro- 
gress, or  to  weaken  its  usefulness,  by  withhold- 
ing from  it,  in  any  proper  manner,  the  fostering 
careof  tlie  State.  With  emotions  of  pleasure 
he  contemplated  its  advancement,  and  with  na- 
tive pride  he  saw  school-houses  dotting  every 
section  of  tbe  State,  like  so  many  beacon  lights, 
to  guide  the  young  mind  safely  into  moral  and 
intellectual  havens;  and  he  rejoiced  to  say,  that 
the  city  of  Baltimore  was  more  wealthy  in  these 
ornaments  than  in  all  herother  proud  monuments. 
He,  in  common  with  the  constituency,  which,  in 
part,  he  represented  in  this  Convention,  re^rded 
public  education  as  an  indispensable  auxilliary  to 
Baltimore's  rapidly  increasing  prosperity;  nor 
will  she  ever  be  so  unmindful  of  her  duty  and  in- 
terests, as  to  abandon  an  experiment  which  aoms 
twenty  year^  of  private  and  public  devotion,  has 
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crowned  with  the  mott  gratifjing  success.  No 
one  desired  more  than  he,  to  see  it  enjoying  that 
standard  of  eminence  to  which  its  uiefuiness  en- 
titled it,  and  would  ultimately  place  it,  if  impro- 
rident  or  partial  legislation  did  not  interpose  its 
sectional  feeling,  to  disturb  the  harmony  that 
should  characterize  the  entire  system.  The  pro- 
posed amendment,  he  thought,  would  not  meet 
the  objects  claimed  ibr  it  by  its  immediate  friends; 
.  it  was  of  very  questionable  utility;  and  he,  there- 
fore, preferred  to  hare  the  merits  o(  tt^e  whole 
subjeet  discussed  and  disposed  of,  when  the  re- 

Sort  of  the  committee  on  education,  (now  on  the 
esks,)  should  come  up  for  consideration.  That, 
be  coDceifed,  with  great  deference  to  the  opinions 
of  others,  to  be  the  appropriate  time  to  secure  to 
educational  purposes,  the  necessary  constitu- 
tional safeguards,  as  well  as  to  obtain  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  present  and  prospec- 
tive munificence  of  the  State.  He  would  ob- 
serve, that  under  existing  laws,  Baltimore  city 
did  not  enjoy  her  fair  proportion  of  the  school 
fund,  and  it  was  to  protect  her  in  the  future,  that 
he  objected  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Montgomery,  which,  to  his  mind,  looked 
rather  to  a  perpetuation,  than  to  a  rerorm  of  ex- 
isting abuses. 

Mr.  S.  referred  to  the  progress  of  public  schools 
in  Baltimore  city,  from  their  origin  to  the  pre- 
sent period,  compared  the  annuiU  expenditures 
incurred  for  tuition  in  the  several  cities,  and  al- 
luded, in  terms  of  commendation,  to  the  last  an- 
nual report  of  the  school  commissioners  of  Bal- 
timore, in  which  he  found  interesting  data  t'^  en- 
courage the  friends  ol  popular  education  here  and 
elsewhere.  He  earnestly  declared  that  he  never 
could  be  found  refusing  bis  aid,  whenever  legiti- 
mately demanded,  to  a  system  that  had  proved 
itself,  under  all  disadvantages,  so  admirably  adap- 
ted to  the  cultivation  of  the  mind,  and  so  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  the  moral,  social  and 
political  happiness  of  the  whole  State.  He  would 
add,  for  himself,  and  in  behalf  of  his  colleagues, 
that  if  gentlemen  inferred  from  the  vote  they 
should  five  on  this  proposition,  that  they  were 
opposed  to  general  education^  they  will  have 
drawn  an  erroneous  conelusion.  So  far  from 
opposing,  their  opinions  ran  in  a  contrary  direc- 
tion. The^  were  firm  as  any  could  be  in  their 
determination  to  extend  the  benefits  of  educa- 
tion, and  to  secure  an  equality  of  rights  to  all. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis. 

Mr.  Davis  asked  the  yeas  and  nay,  which  were 
ordered. 

The  roll  was  called. 

Before  the  decision  w  as  announced, 

Mr.  SoLLCRs  rose  and  asked  if  it  was  in  order 
for  him  now  to  assign  hi^s  reasons  for  the  vote  he 
bad  given? 

The  PaBsmxvT  said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SoLLCRs  then  sai  J,  he  must  ask  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  C  )nvention  to  say  a  few 
words. 

Tb^  pRKsiDiNT  put  liie  question,  and  the  Con- 
rention  gave  its  una  nimous  consent,  that  Mr. 
SoLLVBs  should  assign  his  reasons  for  bis  vote  * 


Mr.  SoLLBRs  desired  permission  to  explain  the 
vote  he  was  about  to  give,  for  without  luch  ex- 
planation it  might  possibly  be  misconstrued.  No 
man  desired  more  sincerely  than  he  did,  to  see 
every  child  in  the  State  educated,  for  it  never 
could  be  too  often  repeated,  that  upon  the  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  the  people  depends  the  per- 
petuity of  our  institutions.  But  at  the  very  mo-  • 
roent  when  we  are  restricting  the  Legislature  in 
every  possible  way  to  prevent  the  contracting  of 
debt  for  works  of  internal  improvements,  at  the 
very  moment  when  we  are  interposing  constitu- 
tional barriers  to  protect  the  people  from  mad 
and  ruinous  schemes,  a  proposition  is  intro- 
duced which  grants  to  the  Legislature  the  unre- 
strained, unlimited,  indefinite  right  to  contract 
any  amount  of  debt  for  purposes  of  education, 
and  to  establish  any  system  no  matter  how  gigan- 
tic, embracing  the  establuhing  and  endowing  of 
colleges  and  academies  in  every  county  in  the 
State.  Said  Mr.  S.  1  am  opposed  to  all  this,  be 
wanted  something  tangible  to  act  on;  be  did  not 
want  to  act  in  the  dark.  Whenever  the  revenues 
derived  from  the  works  offintemal  improvement, 
about  which  we  hear  so  much  shall  be  sufficient 
to  the  establishment  of  public  schools,  he  desired 
their  application  to  that  purpose;  but  until  the 
public  debt  was  entirely  discharged,  and  until 
we  had  a  fixed  and  certain  revenue,  he  waa  oppo- 
sed to  all  schemes,  which  might  in  any  possible 
way  again  involve  the  State  in  debt 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced  as 
follows  : 

jf^lrmoiire.— Messrs.  Chapman,  Pres*t,  Bla- 
kistone,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Cham- 
bers of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson, Dorsey, Wells, 
Randall,  Kent,  Weems,  Merrick,  James  U.  Den- 
nis, Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Golds- 
borough,  Eccleston,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  McCubbio, 
Bowling,  McMaster,  Fooks,  Biser,  Davis,  and 
Kilgour — 31. 

J^fgoiivc.— Messrs.  Sellman,  Sellers,  Bell, 
Welch,  Chandler,  Ridgelv,  Lloyd,  Colston, 
Chambers,  of  Cecil,  McCullough,  Miller,  Spen- 
cer, Grason,  George,  Thomas,  Shriver,  Gaither, 
Annan,  Sappington,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  Ma- 
graw.  Thaw  ley,  Stewart  of  Caroline,  Hardcas- 
tle,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city,  Brent  of 
Baltimore  city,  Sherwood  ol  Baltimore  city, 
Presstman,  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John 
Newcomer,  Michael  Newcomer,  Weber,  Holly- 
day,  Sheer,  Parke,  Ege,  Cockey,  and  Brown— 

42. 
So  the  amendment  was  rejected, 

Mr.  SpENCEa  moved  to  amend  ssid  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  fromthe  word  "dollars," 
in  the  ninth  line  to  the  word  **but,"  in  the  thir- 
teenth line,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing : 

**But  the  Legislature  shall  not  contract  any 
debt  for  the  use  of  individuals,  associations,  or 
corporations,  except  for  public  schools,  and  then 
only  to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  that  may 
be  provided  for  in  this  Constitution.'* 

Some  explanations  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  amendment  passed  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 
SpENcia  and  Sollees. 
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Branching  from  these  explanatory  remarks — 

Mr.  Pollers  concluded  his  explanation. 

Mr  BauwN  demanded  the  previous  question-* 
and  gave  not  ce  thst  be  would  not  withdraw  it. 
It  was  time  that  the  debate  should  be  brought  to 
close. 

Mr.  Eoc  asked  Mr.  Brown  to  withdraw,  to 
enable  him  to  make  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  Brown  declined  to  withdraw. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  there  was  not  a 
second. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 

of  Mr.  ^  FENCER. 

Mr.  Merrick  intimated   that  a  proper  time, 
when  a  suitable  occasion  should  offer,  and  that 
he  supposed  would  be  when  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  public  workti  came  up  for  consid- 
eration, he  intended  to  show  that  If  ihe  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1836  had  been  complied  with,  the 
evil  day  which  hod  caused  us  fo  mueh  sorrow, 
would  not  have  come  on  Maryland.    It  was  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  Convention,  he  believ- 
ed, when  the  rrpori  of  the  committee  on  educa- 
uqn  shall   be  taken   up  for  discussion,  to  adopt 
«omf>  mode  for  the  support  of  public  schools, 
which  will  be  free  from  the  objections  of  gentle- 
men who  oppose  the  present  proposition. 
Mr.  Egr  replied  to  the  charges  wi.ich,  at  least 
.    by  construction,   were   made  against  him  and 
those  who  vuicd  with  him,  in  the  course  he  was 
pumunig  with  reference  lo  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion.   Ho  could  only  say  that  he  was  taking  his 
course  on  his  own  personal  responsibility  to  iiis 
constituents,  and  that  the  charge  of  demagugue- 
ism,  so  far  as  be  was  concerned,  fell  harmless. 
He  repelled  the  ii:ca  that  this  Convention  was  a 
humbug,  and  expressed  n  hope  that  no  gentle- 
man would  permit  himbcif  to  be  driven   by  the 
mere  fear  uf  ridicuto  from  an  honest  pcrsever- 
ane  in  the  line  of  duty.    He  knew  not  why  lo- 
cal and  popular  rights  should  be  withheld  on  no 
better  ground  Ihnn  that  they  are  advocated  by  a  : 
certain  class  of  political  men.  ! 

He  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining 
certain  prominent  princip  cs,  and  of  these,  edu- 
cation was  one  which  hu  intended  to  stand   bt 
to  the  last,  against  any  force  which  might  oppose 
him;  nay,  if  he  stood  alone  in  the  Convention. 
If  his  people  were  to  say  that  his  course  did  not 
meet  their  approbation,  he  would  yield  obedience 
to  their  voice  and  resign  his  seat  here.    As  to  the 
question  of  the  election  of  Judges,  he  reminded 
gent  emen  that  the  judges  of  Is  ael  wtre  elected 
by  the  people.    And  he  asked,  whether  any  one, 
of  any  party,  could  bp  found  to  vote  for  a  jud^e 
whom  he  deemed  incompetent  lo  perform  the 
duties  of  Jiis  (  ffice.     He  referred  to  tlie  satisfac- 
tory result  of  the  application  of  the  elective  prin- 
ciple to  the  people  of  New  York,  and  asked  why 
it  siiou  d  be  assailtd  ax  demagogueism  when  we 
are  only  attenipiing  to  introduce  the  same  princi- 
ple here  which  had  been  successful  there?    He 
was  of  opinion  that  Justice  was  rendered  without 
perver>ion  in  other  t^tates  of  the  Union   where 
judges  were  elected  by  the  people,  and  that  the 
fountains  of  justice  was  quite  as  pure  there  aa 
tbejr  are  iu  this  btate.    It  had  been  alJegod  thai 


every  thing  ia  to  be  done  here  by  perty  inftufiDftH, 
and  that  the  cry  is,  *'  stick  to  vour  party !  **    He 
was  of  no  party  here,  and  he|leil  oibera  jo  pur- 
sue  that  course  which  was  thought  right;  and  let 
his  aets  to  be  judged  of  by  hia  own  cooatituenti. 
This  Conveution  had  been  called  into  exiatcoee 
by  the  voice  of  the  people.    It  waa  at  fint  op- 
posed bj  those  in  power.    But  the  clarion  of  Re> 
form  sounded  from  the  western  billa  of  Maryland 
until  power  began  to  tremble.    '1  he  people  haw 
called  for  reform  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  wbieh 
will  make  itself  heard  here.    He  concluded  wtih 
stating,  that  when  he  ro#e  he  m»rely  designed  to 
show  the  unequal  operation  of  the  sunendmentof 
the  gentleman  from  Montgomery. 
Mr.  SoLLBRs  briefly  explained. 
The  question  tht  n  again  recurred  on  the  adop- 
I  tion  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Spenckr. 
I     Mr.  Dorset  called  for  a  division  on  strikiitg 
out. 
Which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  McHrnrt  said  that  the  objection  whieh» 
in  his  opinion,  lay  against  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  fromMontgomery,would  bealsoaniBst 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Queen 
Anne*s,  (Mr.  Spencer.)  The  true  mode  is  to 
dtaw  the  money  required  for  the  object^  at  the 
time  when  wanted,  from  the  people  by  taxation. 
The  gentleman  from  Calven  was  right  inhb  opin- 
ion, Uiat  the  people  are  opposed  to  the  contrac- 
tion of  any  further  debt  bv  the  State.  The 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  trom  Queen  Anoe^ 
might,  if  adopted,  lead  to  serious  ombanaasment 
He,  (Mr.  McH.,)  desired  to  prevent  the  Legisla- 
ture from  exercising  any  power  to  loan  the  credit 
of  the  Stale  for  any  object.  He  intimated  that 
he  had  an  amendment  which  he  proposed  to  offer. 
Mr.  McMbnrt  then  moved  to  amend  said 
amendment,  by  addmg  at  the  end  thereof,  the 
following: 

''The  credit  of  the  State  shall  not,  in  any 
manner,  be  given  or  loaned  to  or  in  aid  of  any 
individual,  association  or  corporation,  nor  shall 
the  General  Assembly  have  the  power,  in  any 
mode,  to  involve  the  2^taie  in  the  construction  « 
works  of  internal  improvement,  or  in  any  enter^ 
prise  whifh  shall  invoive  the  faith  or  credit  of 
the  SUte.'' 

Mr.  Spencer,  (some  members  not  being  pre- 
sent, he  said,  when  he  offered  his  amendmet,}  re- 
peatid  his  explanation  of  it,  and  gave  notice  of 
his  hitention,  if  it  should  prevail,  to  follow  It  np 
with  another  amendment,  which  he  read. 

Mr.  SoLLBRs  sug^sted  to  Mr.  McHritrt  a 
modification  of  his  amendment,  which  ia  eabodh 
ed  in  it  as  given  above. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  the  said 
amendment,  as  modified. 

Mr.  McHrnrt  asked  the  yeas  and  neya. 
Which  were  ordertd,  and 
Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 
^ffirmatiee — >lessrs  Chapman,  Prea*t,  BlaUi- 
tone.  Dent,  ^Hopewell,    Dorsey,   Wells,   Kent, 
Sellman,  Weems,  Sellers,  Merrick,  Bell,  Welch, 
Chandler,    Kidgely,  Lo}d,   Colston,   James  U. 
Dennis,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Goldsb.»ro«gk, 
Eocleston,  Cnambers  of  Cecil,  Miller,    Spri/g* 
Bowling,  McMaater,  Fooks,  Shrirer,  Biaer,  8ap> 
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Uephenson,  McHenry,  Mt^w,  8t«w- 
oline,  Hardcastle,  Schley,  Fier^.Ncill, 
coiner,  Michael  Newcomer,  Kilgour, 
ey  end  Brown — 46. 

t — Menn.  Ricaudi  Lee,  Chamben  of 
tchell,  Donaldson,  Randall,  Cri-fteld, 
cCubbin,  Spencer,  Orason,  G«oi]^. 
Qjither,  Annan,  Thawley,  Gwinn, 
fof  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood  of  Balti- 
I  Prentroan,  Ware,  Harbine,  DaTis, 
lollyday,  Slicer,  Smith  and  Parke— 38. 
tend  merit  was  agreed  to. 
Mion  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
Iment  as  amended. 

ooTeniation  followed  on  a  point  of  or^ 
ng  out  of  some  confusien  as  to  the  state 
«tion.] 

late  the  difficulty  in  which  the  ConTen- 
ecomc  involved — 

AMRKRS,  of  Kent,  moved  ii  reconsidera- 
s  vote  by   which  the  modified  amend- 
Ir.  McHenry  bad  been  adopted. 
OMAS  suggested  that  the  object  [which 
t  at  the  the  judgment  of  the  respective 
ns  of  Messrs.  Spencer  and  McHeniy,] 
lUained  by  a  division  of  tho  question. 
AMBERS,  of  Kent,  assented   and    with- 
DOtion  to  reconsider. 
^Lsas  moved  to  amend  said  amendment 
I  out  the  first  branch  thereof— being 
on  of   the   amendment  ottered  by  Mr. 

sstion    then    recurred  on   tho  second 

the  said  amendment 

9L1.KRS    moved  to  amend  by  adding  at 

lereof,  these  words: 

iking  any  appropriations  therefor.*' 

teidment  was  agreed  to. 

Bsiion  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 

od   branch    of    said   amendment,   as 

lOMAs  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
were  ordered,  and 

Bstion  having  been  taken,  the  result 
ilows: 

!ioe— Messrs.  Chapman,  PreaH,  Blakia- 
t,  Hopewell,  Rcaud,  Lee, Chambers  of 
Lcheil,  Donaldson,  Dorsey,  >^ells,  Ran- 
t,  Wcems,  SoUert,  Merrick,  Welch, 
,  James  (J.  Dennis,  Dashiell,  Hicks, 
Goldsborough,  Eccleston,  Constable, 
prigg,  McCubbin.  Mc Master,  Fooks, 
>n,  titephenson,  McHenry,  Hardcastle, 
iery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Michael 
ir,  Davis,  Kilgour  and  Cockey-^2. 
«— Messrs.  Bell,  Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Col- 
•field,  McCullough,  Miller,  Bowhng, 
Grason,  George,  Thomas,  Sbriver, 
Riser,  Annan.  Thawley,  Stewart  of 
Gwinn,  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Sher- 
laltimorc  city,  Presstman,  Ware,  Har- 
ler,  Uollyday,  Slicer,  Smith,  Parke, 
irown — 31. 

second  branch  of  the  amendment,  as 
was  adopted. 

KNcaa  then  moved  as  a  substitute  for 
iinant  just  adopted,  the  following: 
ifislature  shall  not  hereafter  appropri- 


at«  (ha  pablio  Booty,  or  ptedft  tha  paUie  faith, 
or  make  loana  or  subsoriptiona  to  any  aaiociatioo 
corporation  or  work  of  inlamal  iaproYement; 
and  they  shall  not  use  or  appropriate  the  proeeeda 
of  the  internal  improvement  companiea,  or  of  the 
State  tax  now  levied,  or  which  may  hereaAar 
be  levied,  to  pay  off  the  publio  debt,  to  any  other 
purpose,  imtil  the  interests  and  debt  are  fuUf 
paid." 

Mr.  CaispiBLD  gave  notice  that  at  tho  proper 
time,  he  should  offer  the  following  aaMndineiit: 

Strike  out  after  the  word  *^llars,"  in  the 
tenth  line,  to  the  word  "the*^  in  the  thirteeoth 
line,  and  insert: 

*'Nor  shall  the  legislature  hereafter  create 
any  debt,  or  pledge  the  credit  of  the  State,  ea- 
cept  for  Uie  puroose  of  education,  as  hereinafter 
may  be  provided,  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  associ- 
ation or  corporation,  or  for  or  on  account  of  asy 
work  of  internal  improvement,  but  after  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt  as  provided  by  law,  the 
revenue  which  may  accrue  from  the  Stated  in- 
vestments in  worn  of  internal  improvenMnt, 
may  be  appropriated  to  the  improvement  of  exis- 
ting, and  the  construction  of  additional  worlu.** 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 

of  Mr.  tSpKNCBR. 

Pending  the  question  on  thb  amendiseot; 
The  CcMiveDtion  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at 
ten  o*clock. 

DiriRRSO  DKBATX. 

As  CmnwmiUm^  Ftb.  II,  185]. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Dasribll  on  his  amendment 
to  the  preamble  of  the  bill  of  rights^  proposing  to 
add  the  words  "representing  the  counties  and 
city  of  Baltimore.*^ 

Mr.  DasBiBu.  said ; 

That  the  gentleman  from  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
(Mr.  Gwiun,)  desirea  to  know  what  theory,  he, 
(Mr.  D.,)  proposed  to  inculcate  by  the  amend- 
ment he  had  offered.  He  wouM  say,  the  ansend- 
ment  itself,  developed  his  theory;  and  he  wan 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  inquiry.  The  remarks 
also  which  he  had  made  at  the  introduction  of 
his  amendment  gave  a  fbrther  and  fuller  exposi- 
tion of  tlie  same.  What  Airther  explanation  the 
gentleman  desired,  he  could  not  conjecture,  un- 
less ho  wished,  at  this  time,  to  enter  upon  the 
discuMion  of  the  great  question  of  representation. 
The  amendment  which  he  had  proposed,  contains 
nothing  but  a  plain  and  notable  fact,  which  he 
presumed  the  gentleman  would  not  undertake  to 
dispute  or  deny;  and  from  that  fact,  but  one  true 
theory  can  be  deduced,  aiKi  all  others  are  spuri* 
ous.  Now,  the  gentleman  from  the  eity  of  Bel- 
timore,  with  a  suspicious  fear,  seema  to  discover 
in  the  amendment,  a  phantom,  and  starts  at  it, 
as  if  it  were  his  **eril  genius.'*  Ah,  Mr.  Presi* 
dent,  truth,  that  mighty  and  faithful  reality,  la 
sometimes  startling,  and  calculated  to  inflict  muoh 
terror;  and  it  is  manifest  the  gentleman  betrays 
much  of  its  power  working  upon  him,  and  evi- 
dently to  his  disquietude. 

Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  was  aware  that  hb  amend- 
ment conflicted  mueh  with  the  food  notions  of 
some,  in  regsdEd  te  the  qtustioo  of  represeAtHhN^ 


438 


and  amoDff  that  number  was  the  gentleman  from 
the  city  of  Baltimore.  He  kr  ew  there  was  an 
effort  being  made  to  obliterate  c  cunl}di8tinctions 
in  regard  to  represenution,  ;  i  calready  notice 
had  l^n  giTen  lor  districtin  f  the  State,  regard- 
lees  of  county  lines,  for  that  purpose. 
,  The  next  monstrous  notion  he  expected  to  hear  ; 
announced,  would  be  to  elect  delegates  to  the  Gen-  j 
eral  Assembly,  by  a  general  ticket  system  through-  : 
out  the  whole  State.  Then  would  soon  follow 
an  obliteration  of  ail  other  county  distinctions  re- 
coffnised  by  the  present  Constitution.  And  then, 
indeed,  the  counties  of  old  Maryland,  which  haTe 
had,  and  enjoyed  rights,  powers  and  privileges 
for  two  centuries,  will  be  shorn  of  the  same,  arid 
will  experience  the  sore  penalty  of  tbeir  wicked- 
ness, for  bending  their  **knees  to  Baal."  The 
«ity  of  Baltimore  in  a  short  time  will  have  half 
of  t)ie  population  of  the  State;  and  recognise  in 
her  the  potency  of  numbers— cease  to  protect  the 
counties  from  her  power;  and  she  will  have  the 
ability  to  yield  the  government  of  Maryland. 
Then,  whether  for  weal  or  wo,the  counties  will  be 
compelled  to  submit.  They  will  no  longer  have 
an  existence,  for  their  separate  and  distinct  inter- 
est, to  be  represented  in  the  halls  of  legislation. 
"Who  is  prepared  to  lend  a  hand  to  elect  this 
dangerous  innovation  ?  Is  there  a  delegate  here, 
representing  any  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  wil- 
ling to  give  away,  or  to  barter  for  a  mere  **me88 
of  pottage,"  for  ^arty  consideration,  the  dearest 
interest  of  his  constituents  ?  Is  there  a  delegate 
here  with  his  sword  drawn,  ready  to  commit  such 
an  atrocious  suicide  ?  He  fain  hoped  the  con- 
trary. 

Mr.  D.  said,  the  gentleman  from  the  city  of 
Baltimore  contends  that  we  are  not  here  as  '*dele- 
gates  of  the  counties,  but  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land.'* If  this  be  the  fact,  then  the  delegates 
from  the  counties  are  as  much  the  representa- 
tlves  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  as  those  of  her 
own  choice.  She  has,  according  to  that  the- 
ory, the  whole  delegation  of  Maryland  repre- 
senting her  upon  this  noor.  Why  then  all  of  this 
outcry  from  Baltimore,  for  more  representation  ? 
"Why  then  those  treasonable  threats  we  see  al- 
most daily  made  by  a  public  press  in  that  city, 
because  she  is  denied  a  larger  representation  ?  If 
the  whole  delegation  of  MaVyland  represent  her 
in  the  legislative  department  of  the  government, 
all  must  acknowledge  she  is  now  amply  repre- 
sented. 

But,  said  Mr.  D.,  he  believed  that  theory  would 
be  modified,  or  entirely  abandoned,  when  the 

?uestion  of  representation  came  up  for  discussion. 
Jpon  a  failure  to  district  the  State,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  representation,  which  he  anticipated 
would  occur,  he  thought  there  would  be  many, 
who  now  deny  his  theory  in  regard  to  county  dis- 
tinction, who  will  then  become  even  clamorous 
in  its  favor,  and  perhaps  also  for  county  supe- 
riority. 

Why,  (exclaimed  Mr.  D.,)  this  anxious  desire 
to  do  away  county  distinctions?  Why  this  eager- 
ness to  adopt  a  new  mode  of  representation .'  Ah, 
Mr.  President,  it  is  because  of  the  hope  enter- 
tained, that  if  such  a  thing  can  be  achieved,  of 
getting  admitted  into    the  Legislature  of  your 


State,  the  Herculean  power  of  Baltimore  city. 
Sir,  it  is  to  obtain  power  and  the  mastery,  that 
such  schemes  are  concocted.  Yield  to  those  wiki 
notions  and  extravagant  demanda  of  acme,  and 
you  will  have  the  anomaly  of  our  city  within  a 
State,  occupying  but  a  few  acrea  of  its  territory, 
with  a  large  population,  heterogeneous  In  its  na- 
ture, and  turbulent  in  spirit,  governing  that  State. 
Sir,  tell  me  not,  that  to  concentrate  political 
power,  sufficient  to  control  the  government  of  a 
State,  in  a  single  city  .of  the  same,  there  need  be 
no  apprehensions  of  misrule  and  tyranny.  Tell 
me  not,  that  a  single  city,  possesaing  the  power 
over  other  communities,  would  be  lean  liable  to 
practice  tyranny,  than  a  single  individual.  The 
old  adage,  **the  greater  the  number  of  tyrants, 
the  greater  the  amount  of  tyranny,"  woukl  be 
fully  realized  and  felt,  upon  such  an  event 
Much  more,  Mr  President,  would  I  prefer  the 
category  under  another  old  maxim,  **/Jb«(  tm 
tyrant  U  better  than  many.'*^ 

But,  said  Mr  D.,  the  example  of  other  States 
will,  no  doubt,  be  urged  in  favor  of  this  new 
mode  of  representation,  and  for  abolishing  that 
old  and  well-tried  system,  adopted  by  our  patrio- 
tic forefathers,  and  under  whieh  we  have  lived 
and  prospered  for  about  two  hundred  years.  Sir, 
the  example  of  those  States,  is  not  a  proper  ex- 
ample to  affect  us  in  the  adjustment  of  this  ques- 
tion.   Our  cases  are  not  at  all  similiar.     Webave 
a  small  State  with  a  large  city,  which  will  aooa 
number  and  contain  half  of  our  population,  and 
they  have  large  States,  with  large  cities,  Uie  po- 
pulation of  which  can  never  exceed  one-eighth  of 
that  of  the  whole  State.    The '  adoption  of  the 
principle  of  representation  baaed  upon  populatioo 
alone,  will  never,  in  those  States,  concentrate  a 
preponderance  of  political  power  in  a  single  city. 
But  it  will  be  readily  seen,  that  our  situation  b 
vastly  dissimilar,  and  experience  must  induce  us 
to  adopt  a  different  rule  in  the  distribution  of 
legislative  power.    The  old  adage,  *'that  circum- 
stances alter  cases,'*  must  be  applied  to  that  prin- 
ciple, for  which  we  have  an  example  in  other 
States,  and  to  which  some  are  so  warmly  at- 
tached, or  we  shall  sacrifice  justice,  and  open  the 
door  for  oppression,  by  the  adoption  of  a  princi- 
ple in  the  apportionment  of  representation,  which 
IS  In  no  way  suited  to  our  case. 
V  Mr.  D-  said,  he  could  not  agree  to  the  theoiy 
advance<l  by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city, 
although  in  one  point  of  view  it  may  be  regarded 
as  a  strong  argument  against  the  demands  of  Bal- 
timore city,  and  the  larger  counties,  for  an  in- 
crease of  representation,  which  he  positively  of^ 
posed.     He  regarded  the  delegates  in  this  Coo- 
vention,  as  the  representatives  of  the  different 
counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  which  elec- 
ted ihem,  and   from  whom    they   derive   their 
authority;  and  he  regarded  them  also,  in  theag- 
zregate,    as  the    representatives  of  the  whole 
State?    B^ch  delegate  here  is  the  representatire 
of  his  immediate  constituents,  parftcularly,  and  of 
the  State  generaUy.     He  did  not   look  upon  tbe 
counties  as  sovereignties,  for  such  a  notion  wouM 
be  vain  and  foolish — the  State  herself  has  hardly 
a  principle  of  sovereignty  left  her,  but  he  did 
hold  they  were  separate  and  distinct  conuauBi- 


Iks,  tad  were  reeogniied  u  tach  by  the  Coniti' ' 
tntion  under  which  w«  nuw  live.  As  comntuni- 
tica,  thej  tn  enlilled  lo  ■  lepiirale  »nd  distinct 
repmenUtion  in  the  Senate  uii]  Hauw  of  Uele- 
gatei  oT  the  Bute.  GeogTRphicBlly,  thejr  aia 
■eparale  ind  dislincl  fioni  each  other,  and  have 
Mparate  jariidiction.  Tliej  have  alio  diJTerent 
aDd  diuimilar  interetU,  and  the  economy  of  the 
pi*erniinent  has  proiided  for  it  ■  lepreientalion 
in  ibe  legiiUtiTB  dcpartinEnt  of  the  lame.  Some 
lut*e  an  lEricullur*)  iiilereit  of  a  grain  growing 
naUirci  ouien,  that  of  tobacco;  and  uibera  have 
iotereste  combininE  agriculture,  mining  and 
naaurutural ;  and  Uailiniore  city  an  interest 
purely  tnanuractuial  and  commercii.].  The  arts 
■nit  science*  are  diipened  throughout  the  State, 
■Dd  like  precious  jewels  in  the  hands  of  ownera, 
hlTins  an  intrinsic  value  wherever  they  be  at, 
but  susceptible  and  subject  to  change  orioca.tian. 
Fiom  theM  different  interests  end  sources,  the 
State  deriTcs  her  revenue,  and  tha  people  gaio  ■ 
livelibood,  amass  wealth,  and  nbtain  trade. 

These  are  the  intercals  which  demand  our  foe- 
teriOB  care,  and  therefore,  should  be  distinctly 
Tcpresented  in  the  Legislature  of  our  State- 
Mr.  D.  said  that  his  amendtnent  contained  a 
Sinciple  which  had  been  the  fixed  policy  ol 
■ryland  from  the  year  1G5I)  up  to  the  present 
momeiit.  That  principle  Is  county  represeiila- 
tion.  He  was  lure  tliis  was  no  strange  C^eoty— 
DO  heterodoxy — but  a  well  known  fact,  and  a 
principle  which  bas  been  leoaciouily  adhered  to 
in  all  times  past,  and  should  t)e,  in  all  timei  to 
come.  Theae  "  civil  divigions,"  known  as  coun- 
tiee,  ware  carred  out  of  the  terrilur;  of  the  colo- 
ny, and  erected  bj"  orders  iu  couneil,"  and  ol 
the  praprieiaiy's  Goveinors,  and  were  deemed 
aeeeparate  and  distinct  communities,  and  entitled 
to  a  aepalate  repreientalion.  But  two  counties, 
Allegany  and  Carrol),  derive  their  existence  from 
the  prasanC  government  of  the  Slate,  and  they 
werelbrmed  out  oTthe  territory  of  other  counlieSv 
llal  with  the  free  and  futl  conseut  of  all  parlie*. 
Two  othert,  Washinrton  and  Montgomery,  werfe 
•reeled  out  of  Frederick  county  by  the  L'onventiotk 
wbkb  formed  the  Coiislitullon  in  1776.  All  the 
rest  derive  (heir  origin  from  quite  a  diSeretit 
•ource,  and  far  anterior  lothu  present  government 
of  tfae  Suie.  A  notable  fact  which  be  would  rucur 
U,  although  known  lo  all  in  this  Convetilioii,  but 
which  will  grate  hard  upon  the  ears  of  same,  is. 
Ihat  from  Iheii  first  introduclion  to  about  iJie 
jear  1AS4,  they  lived  in  perfect  peace,  harmony 
and  contentment,  and  until  densBgogucs  com- 
neoccd  their  work  of  mischief  among  them,  they 
were  recognised  as  equals,  regardless  of  the  dit'- 
ference  in  territory  and  population  which  have 
always  exUled.  In  1636  the  Ugislalure  of  that 
year,  whose  aits  in  reUlion  to  a  cliango  in  the 
Conililullon  wiil  prove  a  curse  to  the  counties  ici 
all  future  lime,  yielded  to  the  principles  and  de- 
inaads  of  demagugues,  and  siampud  upon  Ihe 
countiea  of  this  Stale  the  abominable  heresy  of 

Clitical  inequality.  That  year  will  ever  be 
ihed  upon  and  held  io  memory,  as  the  begin- 
Bang  of  our  downfall.  By  the  change  etfeeled 
Ifaan  in   Ibe  CoiutitutiDD,  lbs  smaller  counties 


were  robbed  of  their  just  rigihls  in  the  election  Of 
Governor,  and  also  of  their  just  right  in  tfae  lower 
Draach  of  the  Legialatore.  These  invaJuable 
rights,  and  that  jult  equality  whioh  were  secured 
to  them  in  the  compact  of  goveinmenl  entered 
into  in  177<i,  are  now  lost  and  can  never  he  r«- 
iliined.  The  apology  given  for  this  yield  of 
power  by  the  smaller  counties  was,  ''  that  it  was 
for  the  lake  of  peace  and  to  allay  axeitemcnt.'' 
Bui  the  receivers,  having  tasted  of  it  then,  ara 
■till  unsatisfied  and  their  desire  for  more  have 
become  insatiable.  Our  strength  having  bean 
impaired  by  the  lose  incurred  then,  and  party 
feeliugs  and  sellishne-s  begetting  in  us  divuiona 
now,  we  are  much  weakened  in  our  capacity  lo 
resist  further  aegression.  Can  we  indeed  suc- 
cessfully resist  it^ 

Mr.  D.  said,  this  county  system  now  extant, 
was  introduced  in  our  mother  couDtr^  as  hr 
the  ninth  century,  and  has  for  its  author 
a  distinguished  law-giver  who  established 
mil  uy  jury.  It  has  been  welt  tried  by  Iheor- 
deal  of  time,  and  found  to  be  subaUntial  and  in- 
valuable. One  of  ita  great  virtues  was  polilical 
equality;  and  lluclualtons  in  populatioD  and- 
weatth,  did  not  disturb  its  equilibrium.  In  it 
there  wai  no  room  for  complaint,  emulation  and 
strife,  and  political  jralousy  had  no  existeaee 
amonglhem.  From  this  wholesome  example, 
Ihiscounty  system  was  established  in  thiscouti- 
try  in  all  of  the  colonies,  and  has  remained  la 
this  day;  but  in  some  States  its  worth  has  been 
greatly   impaired,  by  the  rash  hand  of  innova- 


meining  in  the  colony,  jcl  he  was  powerless .,. 
the  government  had  not  the  ability  to  susi  jin  it. 
self.  The  people  were  incensed  against  <.Ue  mo- 
ther couniry  on  account  of  acts  of  oppc«0ioa, 
and  were  at  that  time  openly  engaged  iiv  making 
preparations  for  revolt.     Vet,  the   prriprielary>s 

Sovemor  was  unable  lo  surpreas  Jesurrectlon  and 
id  not  dare  to  attempt  it. 
He  contended  that  whenever  a.  govemnisnt 
ceased  lo  have  power  to  inforee  i'jel^  it  had  no 
longer  existence.  Ho  said  the  Convention  which 
assembled  in  1774,  had  no  aiiihority  under  the 
government  then  existing;  but  it  was  the  creature 
of  the  peopie,ind  the  result  of  their  sovereignty. 
Upon  the  fall  of  Ihe  old  government,  all  the 
rights  and  powers  of  the  people,  yielded  up  in  Its 
establishment,  reverted  back  to  them,  and  again 
they  possessed  the  freedom  and  ability  lo  fomi  a 
new  government.  The  counties  then  beingsep- 
araie  Snddistmcl  communities,  witti  well  estab- 
lished lines  of  demaikation  as  lo  territory,  and 
aceustOfiied  to  rights  and  powers,  separate  and 
distinct  Irom  each  other,  elected,  each  one  for 
itself,  "a  committee  of  observation,"  to  whom 
wai<  intrutted  the  Internal  management  of  its  af- 
fairs. Under  this  new  mode  of  government  Ihey  • 
continued  separate  and  distinct  Irom  each  (.Mtu  «  . 
until    called    upon   h^iiift  "wmwiA  \*»\i.-iJ' \n 
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^Dd  dftj  of  June,  1774.  In  thtt  GooTentkm  they 
wen  repreeented  eqMlJy,  tnd  reeogoiied  as 
equaUt  and  *^re  looked  upon  as  pert^M  compe- 
tent to  enter  into  eonfedention  end  egreement. 
Each  county  tent  its  eommittee  to  represent 
its  wMies  and  viewt;  and  tbe  heading  of  iti  pro- 
eoediim  at  found  upon  tbe  third  page  of  the 
JoumaT  reads  thus :  *^At  a  meeting  of  the  oom- 
mittees  tppeinUd  fry  lk§  tfrfroi  etvmiUa  of  the  pio- 
▼inoe  of  Maryland,*'  4ko.  wbieh  shows  plainly 
the  principle  adopted  then  is  the  same  contended 
for  now  by  my  amendment^  a\id  is  our  true  theo- 
ry, and  should  be  ti  ill  perpetuated .  As  a  further 
•▼idence  m  faTor  of  oounty  distinction  and  equal- 
ity, and  an  partiet  to  the  work  then  to  be  per- 
ibrmed.  I  wilLread  the  very  firtt  act  of  that  body 
which  showt  beyond  all  doubt  in  what  capacity 
they  were  acting.  It  readtthu^:  Mt  being  mo?eo 
from  the  chair  to  atcertain  the  manner  ol  divi- 
ding upon  quettiont,  it  was  agreed,  that  on  any 
dif  ision  etick  eowUp  lune  mu  eele,  and  that  all 
quettiont  be  determined  6y  a  majority  •fcountia.^ 
Thit  ConTcntion  after  a  session  of  three  days  ad- 

Jeumed,  and  its  interesting  proceedings  can  be 
iMind  on  pages  3. 4,  and  6,  of  the  journal. 
In  November  31tt,  following,  another  Conven- 
tion atiembled,  and  continued  its  session  ifbr  four 
days,  but  tliera  not  being  a  full  attendance  it 
passed  the  following  resolution  and  adjourned. 
**8neral  of  the  cowUUt  not  being  fully  represent- 
ed, from  the  want  of  sufficient  notice  of  the  time 
of  this  meeting,  resolved  that  thit  meeting  will 
a^oum  to  Thursday,  the  eighth  December  next; 
and  that  a  letter  be  wrote  to  those  counties, 
earnestly  to  request  them  to  send  thtir  depnUies  to 
attend  punctually  on  that  day,  as  matters  of  very 
great  importance,**dbc.  [See  page  5,  of  the  jour- 
nal.] 

The  Convention  met  again  on  the  day  appoin- 
ted, viz:  eighth  December,  1774,  and  among  its 
deeply  interesting  proceedings,  may  be  found  on 
pagfs  eight.and  nine  of  its  journal,  the  fuUowiiig 
resolutions: 

Re»olted,  That  it  is  earnestly  recommended  by 
this  Convention,  to  the  people  of  this  province — 
that  the  determinations  of  the  ineral  eowUy  comr 
niitltes  be  ohservtd  and  aeouiuetd  in:  That  no  per- 
■ons,  except  members  oi  the  committees,  under- 
take to  meddle  with  or  determine  any  question 
respecting  the  construction  of  the  association  en- 
tered into  by  the  continental  Congress;  and  that 
peace  and  good  order  be  inviolably  maintained 
throughout  this  province. 

Reaolved,  unanimously,  That  it  is  recommend- 
ed to  the  committees  of  each  county,  to  raise,  by 
subecription,  or  in  such  other  volun  ary  manner 
as  they  may  think  proper,  and  will  be  most  agree- 
able to  their  respective  counties,  such  sums  of 
money,  &c.,  &c.,  dbc.;  and  that  the  committees 
of  the  respective  counties,  lay  out  the  same  in 
the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  tlie  uso 
of  such  county,  to  be  secured  and  kept  in  proper 
and  convenient  places,  under  the  direction  of  the 
said  committee. 

Reaolved,  unanimouslys  That  it  will  be  neces- 
aary  that  a  provincial  meeting  of  deputies  chosen 
bw  tbe  tereral  counties  of  this  province,  should 


t4*h  of  April  next,  kci  and.  therefore,  we  re- 
commend that  the  several  eoanties  of  thu  pro- 
vince, choose  deputies  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  to  attend  such  meetings,  fce. 

That  Convention  met  accurditig  to  the  time  sp- 
pointed,  and  another  met  also  in  July  followisf, 
J775,  the  latter  of  which  adopted  ai  tides  of  ss- 
sooialion  which  contains  a  kind  of  provisiwsl 
government)  and  a  confederation  of  tbe  eoonlief. 

See  page  nineteen  to  thitty-vix  of  the  journal. 

In  those  articles  of  a8M>ciation,  en  page  Ihiity, 
the  following  provision  for  future  Coiiventkmi  is 
made  :  *^  And  on  the  same  day,  or  the  neit,  to 
which  the  said  delegates  are  empowered  to  sd- 
joum.  the  said  electors  also  choose,  by  ballot, 
five  of  the  most  discreet  and  seii«  ible  of  toch  five- 
men,  as  aforesaid .  of  their  county,  to  be  delegates 
for  the  same,  in  any  provincial  Convention  to  be 
held  for  this  province,  within  one  year  then  next 
following,  with  full  poner  and  autliority  to  mch 
delegates  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  to  appear 
and  act  for  meh  county  in  such  Convention  ;  sod 
to  consent  and  agree  to,  and  bind  $uek  esvniy  to 
perform  and  execute  all  such  matters  and  things 
as  such  Convention  or  a  majority  «f*lu  countm  uf 
tills  province  shall  determine,'*  dkc. 

The  next  Convention  was  called  under  t)K 
**  Articles  of  Association,^*  and  assembled  on  the 
7th  of  December,  1775.  It  transacted  much  be- 
sinese  of  importance,  all  tending  to  carry  out  tbe 
object  and  principles  of  the  *^  Asaoetatioo. " 
Among  its  proceedings  may  be  found,  on  page 
eighty-five  of  the  Journal,  a  settlement  by  bsllot 
orthe  rank  if  coimliet,  and  Somerset,  the  coontf 
I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  represent,  stands  is 
first  in  the  catalogue.  This  was  a  proud  snd 
lofty  position,  and  well  may  she  yet  contend  for 
those  great  principles  of  county  equality,  vbeii 
only  by  lot  she  was  made  tbe  **  chief  amocg 
equals.** 

I'he  sixth  Mary  In  nd  Convention  was  held  ob 
the  8th  of  May,  1776  and  its  session  was  laborious 
and  protracted,  continuing  until  Saturday  tbe 
6th  of  July  following,  to  the  very  noon  of  night 
During  its  session,  on  page  one  hundied  and  eigh- 
ty-four  of  the  juurnal,  provision  was  made  for 
calling  a  new  Convention  for  the  express  purpose 
of  forming  a  new  government.  In  that  Corivcn- 
tion,  the  counties  were  to  be  repren*iited  npoc 
the  usual  footing  of  perfect  equality,  anticipaiirc 
a  division  of  Frederick  county  in  three  counties' 
which  was  done.  Baltimore  town  and  Anntpo- 
lis  were  recognised  as  boroughs,  and  a  represro- 
tation  of  only  half  that  allowed  to  a  county  «fti 
reluctantly  conceded  lo  each.  The  rewlutiot 
says,  '*  nor  sliall  the  resolution  be  under>tood  ^ 
engage  or  secure  such  representation  to  Anrnponi 
or  Baltimore  town,  but  tompor^rilv;  the  i^K 
bring,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  pmpeTfl 
to  be  modified,  or  taken  away,  on  a  material  t*' 
teration  of  the  circumstances  of  tho^e  plares 
from  either  a  depopulation  or  a  coiisiderabJe  (!^ 
crease  of  the  inhabitants  thereof." 

It  will  be  seen  by  this,  Mr.  President,  tbit  liie 

right  was  reserved  to  take  away  the  represents- 

tion  of  Annapolis  and  Baltimore,  under  eertuo 

circumstances;  but  no  such  right  was  gives,  i^ 

bi  tteld  ia  the  ci^  of  AiUMfdUai'oik  NUmdA.^  \^\MBr«^«t  ^duowladged  to  hare  the  like  efetf 
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Upon  the  oountiei.  mider  tny  cirenimUneM  what- 
ever. Their  right  to  political  existence  and 
equal  representation,  was  resenred  to  each,  and 
whenever  it  is  changed,  modified  or  abolished,  it 
must  be  done  by  their  own  free  consent,  or  ac- 
^uiesance.  Under  this  asreement  they  entered 
into  the  compact  of  goremment  in  1776,  and 
have  remained  until  this  day.  But  some  of  them 
have  suffered  by  their  rights  being  impaired  by  a 
change  made  in  the  Constitution  in  1836,  in  whieh 
they  have  acquisced. 

Mr.  MeMahoD,  in  his  history  of  Maryland,  in 
apeaking  of  the  system  of  representation  adopted 
in  the  Constitution  of  1 776 » says: 

*«  With  reference  to  the  several  counties  of  the 
State,  the  prinei^  of  our  present  system  of  repre- 
aeotatioo  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  is  perteci 
equality,  because  of  distinct  county  interest, 
without  regard  to  difference  in  territory  or  popu- 
latioo.** 

And  again  he  says:  ''This  system  imparts  to 
the  State  the  character  of  a  confederacy  of  coun- 
Uea,  and  unless  so  regarded,  it  has  no  governing 
principle." 

And  again  he  says,  when  speaking  of  this  pro- 
bable permanency.  ** There  is,  however,one  alter- 
ation of  it,  relating  only  to  the  representation  of 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  which,  it  is  believed,  the 
jiMtiee  and  magnanimity  of  the  State  will  yet 

accord  to  her.    This  proposes  mfl^e/y  to  increase  ^ 

thenumberof  her  delegates  to/our,  bo  as  to  place  I  not  occupy  more  than  five  minutes. 


ent,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  waa  lead  aid  ap 
pr6ved. 

Mr.  JoHM  Nbwcomkr  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Washington  county,  prating 
that  a  provision  may  be  made  in  the  new  Consti- 
tution, that  the  privilege  to  sell  intoxicating  li- 
quor shall  not  be  granted  to  any  person  in  any 
part  of  the  State,  except  the  same  shall  fir^t  be 
sanctioned  or  approved  of  by  a  majority  of  the 
votes  in  the  district  where  the  same  is  to  be  sold. 

Whieh  was  read,  and 

Referred  to  the  select  committee  already  ap- 
pointed 00  that  subject. 

HOWaaD  COWTT. 

Mr.  DoRSBT  roee  and  asked  the  Convention  at 
this  time  to  take  up  and  consider  the  report  here- 
tofore presented  by  him,  in  relation  lo  roakine 
Howard  District  a  county.  He  did  not  intend 
himself  to  discuss  it,  he  raid,  and  he  had  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  would  occupy  more  than  a  few 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Brown  suggested  that  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  morning  hour  of  yesterday,  would 
come  up  to-day  as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  PaasiucNT  replied,  that  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  mornmz  hour  would  come  up  as 
a  matter  of  course;  but  that  it  mi^ht  be  postponed 
by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  DoasET  said,  the  report  would  probably 


her  on  an  eqiudUy  with  the  counties.    It  received 
tlie  sanction  of  the  legislature  at  the  session  of 
I894y  but  was  not  confirmed  as  the  Constitution 
requires,  at  the  ensuing  session.    •       •        • 
On  that  occasion  it  was  resisted,  not  so  much 
on  account  of  its  immediate  objects  and  effects 
in  raising  the  representation  of  Kaltimore  to  an 
•fuafily  with  that  of  tlie  several  counties,  as  for 
its  nppotid  Undeney  to  extend  the  hand  ^tfinopo- 
lieii  to  ihe  whole  fysteei,  and  to  itrengthen  her  eloimi 
fir  a  farther  mereaae.    Without  regarding  it  as 
liie  beginning  of  imiooafion,  it  was  difficult  to 
find  an  argument  of  justice  or  expediency,  upon 
which  the  bill  could  be  resisted     By  the  very 
frant  of  a  partial  representation,  this  city  is  ad- 
mitted as  a  di$tinet  member  of  the  ^ uofi-cot^cde- 
nwy,  having  duHnet  interesV^  Ac, 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  after  having  examin- 
ed into  the  history  of  this  State  thoroughly,  only 
a  email  portion  of  which  I  have  found  it  oonve- 
nieat  to  eite  as  authority,  but  leaving  an  abun- 
dance still  behind,  1  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  present  government  is  constituted  of  a 
eoofederacy  of  counties,  each  one  being  a  party 
to  the  compact,  and  that  each  county  has  yet  re- 
aerved  rights,  among  which  is  the  right  to'poUti- 
eal  existence  and  individtjuUity. 


FRIDAY,  March  7, 1861. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o^clock. 
Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gaaurr. 
The  roll  was  called)  and  a  quorum  being  pres- 
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Mr.  BaowM  replied,  that  it  was  probable  that 
the  unfinished  business  could  be  disposed  of  in 
the  same  length  of  time.  He  hoped  that  the 
Convention  would  dispose  of  that  in  the  firtit  in- 
stance. 

The  pRBsiDSNT  Inquired,  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsoy,)  persist- 
ed in  bis  motion. 

Mr.  DoRSKT.  I  should  like  to  have  the  sense 
of  the  Convention  upon  it.  And  he  made  the 
motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  PaasTMAN  intimated  his  opinion  that  the 
report  would  lead  to  discussion. 

Some  conversation  followed  on  a  point  of  or- 
of  order. 

Mr.  DoasiT  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
motion,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows : 

Affirmative — Messrs.  Chapman,  Preset,  Blakis- 
tone.  Dent,  Hopewell,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitch- 
ell, Oonaklson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall,  Kent, 
Sellman,  Weems,  Dalrymple,  Sollers,  Bell, 
Ridgely,  Crisfield,  Oashiell.  Hicks,  Hodson, 
Ooldsborough,  Eccleston,  Sprigg.  McCubhin, 
Bowling,  Orason,  McMaster,  Fiery,  John  New- 
comer, and  Davis — 33. 

JiTegtUwe — Messrs.  Ricaud,  Lee,  Lloyd,  Col- 
ston, Chambers  of  Cecil,  McCullough,  Miller, 
Spencer,  George,  Fooks,  Thomas,  Shriver,Gaitii- 
er.  Riser,  Annan,  Sappington,  Stephenson,  Ms- 
graw,  Thawley,  HarJcasile,  Gwinn,  Sherwood 
of  Baltimore  city,  Presstman,  Ware,  Schley, 
Neill,  Michael  Newcomer,  Weber,  Holiyday, 
Slicer,  Parke,  E^e,  Cockey,  and  Brown— 32. 

So  the  Convention  determined  lo  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  ssid  report 

The  report  was  read  aa  follows : 


•nd  report  respecting  the  forniKtion  of  Naw 
ConntiM  in  thu  SUle,  brg  leiTe  lo  mike  the 
fallowing  report,  »nd  recommend  ill  idoplioD 
as  an  article  of  the  eonttilulion  about  lo  be  focm- 


Tho).  B.  DoMit,  Chainna*. 
Article.  Th*l  pirl  of  Anne  Arundel  countj 
called  Howard  Diitricl,  is  hereb]'  aracled  into  i 
new  couDtj  to  be  called  Ho»ard  counlf ;  the  in-  ^ 
babitanlB  whereor  ihall  have,  hold  and  enjo;r  all 
■aeh  rtghu  and  priTilegei  as  are  held  and  enjojr- 1 
ed  by  the  inhabitants  ol  the  other  counties  in  i 
thti  Slate:  anditsciiil  and  m<micipal  oOicetl ! 
at  the  lime  of  the  raiification  of  this  constitution  , 

■bill  hare  been  elected  or  appointed,  and  ihati 
have  qualified  as  luoh;  and  all  rishts,  powers  and 
obligations  incident  to  Howard  Dittricl  of  Anne  | 
Arundel  county,  shall  attach  to  Howard  oountj.  , 

The  question  was  tlien  etaled  lobe  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report. 

Mr.  Wana  said,  that  before  the  qiiettion  wai 
taken  he  should  like  to  know  [he  census  of  Anne 
Arundel  county  proper,  and  Howard  District 

Mr.  DoasiT  said,  he  had  not  the  census  before 
bim:  bill  be  understood  upon  good  authoiity,  that 
the  population  of  the  district  was  some  twelve  or 
thirteen  thousand. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  report 
was  adopted. 

■asis  or  mapaiSBMTaTioH. 

Mr.  SrtHctH  moved  that  the  Convention  re- 
tume  the  consideration  of  tlie  unlinisbed  business 
of  Ihe  morning  hour— which  motion  was  agreed 

The  Convention  thereupon  resumed  Ihe  con- 
sideration of  the  motion  tuoinitled  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Llovd,  making  Ihe  several  reports  from  the 
commiltee  on  mpresentallon  the  special  order  of 
the  day  for  Tussday  next. 

Mr.  GwiN-M  aiked   the  jeaa  and  najs,  which 

Mr.  WKLU,(tothe  Chair.)  Is  itinorderto 
move  another  daj'  ? 

The  PamoENT.  It  is  in  order  to  move  any 
other  day  that  has  not  yet  been  named. 

Mr.  WsLLS.    I  move  Wednesday  week. 

The  veas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Pheistmih  said,  he  did  not  see  the  neces- 
sity of  being  pertinacious  as  lo  a  particular  day, 
or  of  taking  ihe  yeas  and  nays  on  each  day 
named.  The  Convention  could  designate  some 
day  most  acceptable  to  it,  without  Ihe  delay  con- 
seijuent  upon  this  process. 

Mr.  SoLLEBs,  (to  the  Chair.)  is  an  amend, 
meni  inordelJ  I  wish  lomoTeao  indelinite post- 
ponement. 

The  PacaiDtKT.  A  tnnlioo  to  postpone  inde- 
flniterji  is  not  in  order  at  this  time.  The  proposi- 
tion is  Id  fix  a  day  certain  li>r  the  eoaaideratioii 
of  Ihs  question. 

Mr.  SiFFiKOTOH  addressed  Ihe  Chair. 

The  President  now  stated  thai  the  pendinc 
question  was  not  debateoble,  and  the  Chair  would 
Dot  entertain  discusaion. 


Hr.  HoniruL.    It  it  in  ocdar  to  mtm  to  h} 

the  motion  on  the  table } 

The  Premdeht.    The  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  HorawKLL.    1  make  iu 

The  question  «u  taken,  and  the  CaavenliM 
decided  that  tbe  motion  ahouM  not  be  laid  on 
the  Ubie. 

Tbe  question  then  recurred  oa  tbe  moliao  of 
Mr.  Wblli,  to  deaignste  Wednesda;  week,  and 
being  taken,  resulted  a*  follows : 

Jffimalac  —  Measri.  Cbapman,  Preudenl, 
BlakistoDc,  Dent,  Hopewell,  llieaad,  Le«,Chan- 
bers,  of  Keot,  Mitchell,  Donaldsoo,  Doney, 
WeUs,  RaadalLKent.  Sell  man,  Weems,  Dalrym- 
pie.  Bond,  CrisGeld,  Dashiell,  Hicka,  HodKo, 
Goldflborougb,  Eccleston,  Sprin.  MoCubbio, 
Bowling.Grason,  McMsster,  Tooks,  Sappiogtai, 
Stephenson,  McHenry, I'hawley,  Schley,  Fieij, 
John  Newcomer,  Davis  and  Kilgaaf^-31. 

JV^nltM  —  Messrs.  Sellers,  Bell,  WeUi, 
Ridgety,  Lloyd,  Colston,  Cbambera.  ol  Cecil, 
McCullougb,  Miller,  Spencer,  Geor^,  Tboan, 
Shriver,  Oaither.  Biser,  Aoain,  Magraw,  Hard- 
castle,  Owinn,  Sherwood,  of  Baltimore  city, 
Presstman,  Ware,  Neill,  Mtchaal  NewccoMr, 
Weber.  Hollydsj,  Slicer,  Parka,  Ege,  Coekcy 
and  Brown— 31. 

So  tbe  reports  IVom  the  committee  on  repR- 
eentation  was  made  tbe  speeial  order  of  tbe  day, 
for  Wednesdaj  week. 

rai  LtOlSLAtlVI  DlraBTtUKT. 

Tbe  Convention  proceeded  to  Ihe  special  order 
of  the  day.  being  the  report  of  the  conniOe*  w 
(be  legislative  department 

The  pending  question  was  OD  tbe  sabitituta 
amendment  oSered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Srxiicia 
in  the  following  words  : 

"The  Legialalure  shall  not  hereafter  appro- 
rtiate  (he  public  money,  or  pledge  the  public 
fiiih,  or  mske  loans,  or  subscriptions  to  any  as- 
sociation corporation  or  work  of  internal  iio- 
provemenl;  and  they  shall  not  use  or  appropiale 
the  proceeds  of  tbe  internal  improvement  cott- 
psnies,  or  of  tbe  State  tax  now  levied,  or  which 
may  hereafter  be  levied  to  pay  off  the  pahlie 
debt,  to  any  other  purpose,  until  the  interest  sod 
debt  are  fully  paid." 

Mr.  SriHCER  moved  Ihe  question  b«  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SraHCEE  said,  that  he  had  yesterday  offer- 
ed this  ai  a  substitute  for  the  amendmeni  of  Oe 
genllemsn  from  Hsrford.  [Mr.  McHeary.]  He 
now  withdrew  it.  He  did  so  in  conasquerice  ofi 
eonversalion  with  that  gentleman,  in  which  ie, 
(  Vfr.  McH.,)  bsd  agreed  lo  accept  tbe  lalterpsrt 
of  tbe  substitute  as  a  modification  of  ka  o~~ 
pro;      ■■ 


X'mcHei. 


:cepted  this  modificaiion. 
Mr.    CaiSFiELD    now    oSered    the     foUoninf 
amendment,  of   which  be  had    yeslerdaj  giren 

Strike  01 

line,_toth 

'■Nor  shall  the  legislature  hereafter  create  uj 
debt,  or  pledge  the  credit  of  the  Slate,  «xeepthr 
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the  purpose  of  education,  as  hereinafter  may  he 
proTideo,  to  or  for  the  use  of  any  association  or 
corporation,  or  for  or  on  account  of  any  work  of 
internal  improvement,  but  after  the  payment  of 
the  public  debt  as  proTlded  by  Ijiw,  the  refenue 
which  may  accrue  from  the  State's  investments 
io  works  of  internal  improvement,  may  be  appro- 
priated to  the  improvement  of  existing,  and  the 
construction  of  additional  works,*' 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  yesterday  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  offer  this  amendment,  and  he 
now  offered  it,  because,  as  the  matter  now  stood, 
it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  legislature  would  be 
precluded  from  giving  any  aid  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  internal  condition  of  the  State,  and 
from  assisting  the  development  of  her  resources. 

He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that 
no  gentleman  was  more  opposed  than  he  was,  to 
incrMung  the  public  debt.  He  saw  no  necessi- 
ty for  it.  No  new  debt,  in  his  opinion, ought  to 
be  contracted  *,  except  some  great  emergency,  as 
the  public  defence  for  instance,  should  require 
it,  and  it  was  not  likely  that  such  an  emergency 
would  arise. 

But  he  thought  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
State,  derived  from  that  system  of  indireet  Uxa- 
lion  now  in  force,  and  which  muit  for  reasons 
other  than  financial,  be  maintained,  with  that 
derived  from  our  investments,  other  than  for 
works  of  internal  improvements,  was  quite  suffi- 
cient for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government 
and  should  be  so  applied.  He  could  see  no  good 
reason  why  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the 
State's  investments  in  works  of  internal  improve- 
ments, sfter  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the 
works  already  constructed,  and  to  the  construc- 
tion of  new  ones  where  the  public  interest  may 
reauire. 

Improvements  were  greatly  needed  in  his 
own  section  of  the  Slate.  His  constituents  had 
been  severely  taxed  on  account  of  the  works  al- 
ready consiructed,  and  had  secured  no  direct 
benefit  from  them ;  and  more  than  one  half  of 
th«  State  was  in  the  same  condition.  He  was 
not  willing  to  preclude  hi.s  constituents  from  all 
hope  of  advantage  from  their  large  expenditures, 
by  withholding  from  the  legislature  all  power  of 
appropriation  for  this  object.  He  hoped  that  at 
acme  time,  far  distant  though  it  might  be,  his 
people  would  be  compensated,  at  least  in  part, 
for  their  contributions,  by  having  the  navigation 
of  their  rivers  improved,  their  swamps  drained, 
and    the  facilities  of  inter-communication    in- 


But,  he  added,  he  did  not  intend  to  inflict  a 
speech  on  the  Convention;  the  general  subject 
he  thought,  had  been  sufficiently  discussed,  and 
he  would  trouble  the  Convention  no  further  than 
to  ask  that  his  amendment  might  be  read  before 
the  vote  was  taken. 

The  amendment  having  been  recorded, 
Mr.  SoLLKRs  remarked  that  he  had  but  a  word 
to  say.  He  understood  that  the  sense  of  the 
Convention  had  been  expressed  yesterday  dis- 
tinctly and  emphatically  upon  this  proposition. 
He  could  not  imagine  any  thing  more  dangerous 
than  this  very  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 


Somerset,  (Mr.  Crisfield.)  If  there  CTer  was  an 
accumulation  in  the  treasury,  (a  matter  proble- 
matical in  his  opinion,)  arising  from  the  revenues 
received  from  our  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, he  did  not  desire  to  see  them  appropriated 
to  works  hereafter  to  be  made.  If  there  was 
one  single  question  upon  which  the  judgment  of 
the  people  had  been  passed,  it  was  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  was  never  again  to  he  per- 
mitted to  contract  another  debt  for  any  such  pur- 
pose. If  there  was  one  reform  which  they  had 
demanded,  it  was  this :  He  warned  the  ConTen- 
tion  to  take  heed  what  it  did  with  this  proposi- 
tion, introduced  as  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
feating the  action  which  had  yesterday  been  de- 
liberately taken. 

Mr.  Crisfibld  said  he  could  not  conceive  by 
what  process  the  ^ntleman  from  Calvert,  (Mr. 
Sellers,)  could  arrive  at  the  conclusion  just  an- 
nounced, that  this  was  a  project  for  the  creation 
of  additional  debt    The  amendment  de<lared,  in 
the  most  distinct  terms,  that  no  debt  should  be 
created  for  internal  improvement,  or  for  the  u*e 
of  any  association  or  corporation,  except  for  the 
purposes  of  education.  The  purpose  of  the  amend- 
ment was,  and  its  effect  will  be,  to  prevent  the 
creationof  new  debts;  and  he  really  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  a  different  object  and  effect  at- 
tributed to  it.    But  while  he  desired  to  prevent 
the  increase  of  debt,  he  did  not  desire  that  those 
portions  of  the  State,  which  had  not  yet  received 
any  direct  benefit  from  the  vast  sums  which  had 
been  expended  on  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, should  forever  be  precluded  from  enjoying 
any  of  the  fruits  of  those  expenditures.     If  these 
works   fulfil  the    promises  of  their  projector, 
large  revenues  will  come  into  the  treasury  from 
that  source;  and  he  would  ask  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  money  after  the  pavment  of  the  public 
d«bt?    It  will  not  be  required,  and  ought  not  to 
be  used,  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment.   Must  it  lie  idly  in  the  treasury?    Was  it 
to  remain  as  a  fund  on  which  politicians  might 
speculate?    He  hoped   not.    There    had   been 
quite  enough  of  folly  and  extravagance,  to  say 
nothing  of  corruption,  already  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  affairs.  Let  us,  as  far  as  possible,  re- 
move all  templatioil  out  of  the  way  of  those  who 
may  hereafter  be  called  to  administer  them. 

The  improvement  of  the  social  condition  of 
the  people,  and  the  development  of  the  numer- 
ous sources  of  wealth  which  abound  in  every 
quarter  of  the  State,  are  objects  worthy  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  State,  and  next  after  the  educa- 
tion of  her  people,  should  claim  the  attention  of 
the  government.     Here  were  pun>09es  highly 
useful  and  beneficial,  and  quite  sufficient  to  ab- 
sorb all  the  revenue  which  will  be  received  from 
the  source  referred  to  ;  and  he  hoped  the  Legi»«- 
lature  would  not  be  prohibited  fiom  devoting  it 
to  them.    And  this  amendment  too.  he  would 
add,  addressed  itself  quite  as  strongly  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  government  as  to  that  wise  and  liberal 
policy  which  should  actuate  it.    As  already  re- 
marked, a  large  part  of  the  Slate,  without  any 
direct  advantage  to  itself  hitherto  tccewed^  ^^a^ 
conlrlbuled  ea\xa\\T  wVivVVvt^wsX  Vi  ^'«c^  V*^  ^T^v 
1  -Sfbrks,  aM  \\.  ^o>3\^\»  wi^^^V^^^l  ^^^^^"^  ^  ^"^ 
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should  be  forefer  prohibited  from  receiTingl>ack, 
in  the  shape  of  similar  worlis,  to  be  made  tor  its 
convenience  and  benefit,  some  remuaeration  for 
its  large  outlays.  He  hoped  his  amendment 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Blakistonb  said,  he  should  TOte  against 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Somerset. 
(Mr.  Crbfield,)  and  he,  (Mr.  B.^)  would  briefly 
assign  his  reasons  for  so  doing.  ETer  since  the 
first  appropriation  had  been  made  for  works  of 
iutemal  improvement,  the  promise  had  been  held 
out  to  the  people,  that  when  those  works  should 
have  been  completed,  they  would  confer  im- 
mense benefits  upon  tlie  whole  people — that  every 
portion  of  the  Slate  was  to  be  ornamented  with 
school  houses — and  that  there  would  be  money 
enough  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  all  local  expenses,  without  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  the  tax-gatherer  round  to  collect 
the  taxes  If  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Somerset  should  be  defeated,  it  was  his, 
(Mr.  B.^s,)  intention  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
carry  out  in  good  faith  this  expectation.  So  tkr 
as  his  section  of  the  State  was  concerned,  there 
was  no  need  for  internal  improvements.  They 
were  blessed  with  canals,  natural  canals,  rivers 
and  streams  sufficient  for  all  their  purposes. 
They  had  a  direct  communication  with  Balti- 
more— they  had  a  direct  communication  with  the 
District.  They  wanted  no  roads  and  canals,  and 
the  only  benefit,  if  any,  which  they  were  to  re- 
ceive from  the  works  now  constructed,  would  be 
flora  the  revenues  they  woulc  yield  after  the  pub- 
lic debt  should  have  bieen  paid. 

According  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Somerset,  (Mr.  Crisfield,)  the  whole  of 
these  revenues,  contrary  to  the  pledge  of  the 
State,  might  be  diverted  by  the  legislature  to 
purposes  which  mi$!;bt  be  in  conflict  with  the  in- 
terests of  Cf  rtain  portions  of  the  people.  His, 
(Mr.  B  %)  plan  was,  that  after  the  debt  was 
paid,  the  stock  of  these  internal  improvement 
companies,  so  far  as  pledged  at  the  time  of  the 
appropriation,  should  be  given  to  the  counties  in 
proportion  to  the  sums  they  might  have  paid  into 
the  State  treasury  for  the  redemption  of  the 
State  debt. 

His  second  proposition  was,  that  after  the 
State  debt  should  nave  been  paid  off,  or  if  the 
sinking  fund  should  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  debt 
as  it  became  redeemable,  it  should  be  the  duty  of 
the  Legislature  to  appropriate  the  surplus  reve- 
nues among  the  several  counties  and  the  city  of 
Baltimore  equally,  having  a  just  regard  to  the 
amount  paid  into  the  treasury  by  each,  and  ta- 
king into  consideration  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages resulting  to  each  from  the  works  of 
internal  improvement,  after  deducting  so  much 
as  might  be  required  to  meet  the  current  expen- 
ses of  the  State  and  to  provide  for  any  sudden 
exigency  that  might  arise.  This,  he  thought, 
would  carry  out  the  good  faith  of  the  State  ot 
the  people  in  every  portion  of  it. 

If  a  provision  should  be  engrafted  on  the  or- 
ganic law,  giving  power  to  the  Legislature  to 
appropriate  to  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
in  any  section  of  the  State,  a  fund  which  had 


of  Maryland,  it  would  produce  feelings  of  dis- 
satisfaction and  discontent,  not  to  be  quelled  b^ 
the  eloquence  of  gentlemen  here,  or  by  their 
high-sounding  appeals  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
people  beyond  these  walls.  Their  confidence  in 
those  to  whom  they  had  entrusted  their  interests 
and  their  destinies,  would  be  irrecoverably  lost 
And  if  it  were  not  for  the  intense  vigilance  and 
Jealousy  with  which  the  people,  guarded  the 
nonor  of  the  State,  and  for  the  love  which, 
as  her  own  children,  they  bore  her,  tbey  would 
almost  feel  iustifieii  in  declaring  that  tbey  would 
not  pay  at  all.  But  he  would  not  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  they  would  do  that.  For  however  badly 
this  Convention  might  behave,  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  people  could  be  induced  to  follow  their 
example.    |X<attghter.] 

Mr.  B.  then  read  his  amendment,  (which  will 
be  ibund  in  a  later  portion  of  the  day^  proceed- 
ings.) 

Mr.  CaisriKLD.  The  gentleman  fromSt.  Ma- 
ry%  (Mr.  Blakistone,)  complains  that  the  adop- 
tion of  my  proposition  would  be  a  violatioo  of 
the  public  faith^that  the  proceeds  to  be  derived 
from  these  public  works  are  pledged  for  purpo- 
ses of  education.  Will  the  genUemao  tell  me 
what  portion  of  these  revenues  are  pledced,  and 
whether  he,  himself  in  the  amendment  he  indi- 
cates, does  not  propose  to  establish  a  new  rule  of 
distribution  which  sets  at  naueht  the  Tory  pledge 
to  which,  1  suppose,  he  has  rele.  ence  ? 

Mr.  Blakistone.  1  allude  to  the  tax  law  of 
1840.  The  last  section  of  that  act  is  io  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

Chapter  S3,  Sei«ion  1840  and  41. 

SuHon  64.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  and 
Eastern  Shores  respectively,  to  keep  an  accurate 
account  of  the  moneys  that  are  paid  into  the 
treasury  by  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Howard  dis- 
trict, and  the  several  counties  in  this  State,  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  bill;  and  the  said  city, 
district  and  counties  respectively,  be  authorised, 
through  their  corporate  authorities,  IcTy  courts 
or  commissioners  respectively,  to  commute  the 
sums  of  money  so  paid  by  them  into  the  treasury, 
into  so  much  of  the  Staters  stock  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  company,  as  may  equal  the 
amounts  res^ctively  paid  by  them,  whenever  the 
said  canal  company  shall  be  able  to  pay  six  per 
cent,  upon  the  said  stock,  and  the  treasurer  of 
the  Western  Shore  is  hereby  directed  to  cause 
the  necessary  transfers  of  stock  to  be  made  to  the 
said  city,  district,  or  counties  respectively,  and 
they  shall  be  considered  stockholders  in  said  canal 
company,  and  thereafter  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  dividends  that  may  accrue  on  the  amounts  of 
stock  so  held  by  them  respectively. 

Now,  (remarked  Mr.  B.,)  1  want  to  carry  this 
law  fully  out,  and  not  to  authorise  the  Legisla- 
ture to  divert  these  funds  to  any  purpose  what- 
soever. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  substitute 
of  Mr.  UKisriBLn. 

Mr  DoR»ET  said,  he  was  in  favor  ofstrikias 
out  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Har- 
ford, (Mr.  McHenry,)  as  now  amended,  because, 


becD  pledged  for  the  specific  me  oC  Uvt  i^«o^\>^tk'ntrv«c  m>»Xv^<^.|  (^Mr.  D.,)  might  have  beeo 


diipoud  to  luiUiD  it  ID  the  flnt  instanea,  bg  i 
could  not  pcatiblj  tote  for  it  in  tlig  modified  form  I 
il  bat)  now  uaumsd.  If  be  undenlood  the  Ian-  ' 
piwe  of  the  iniendniant,  the  effect  of  il  would 
be  that  if  there  should  be  half  a  dozen  penoni 
holding  ihe  itock  ofthe  SUte  of  MarjIaDd, due 
in  tbe  jear  1890,  and  who  nruud,  berore  that 
tine,  to  aell  out  to  the  spot  of  the  Stale,  who 
h*d  ehar^  of  tbe  linking  fund,  not  one  dollu'  of 
tbe  half  millioo  of  aioney  which  we  mi^hl  he  re-  ' 
eeivinE  aoouallj  for  twentj  or  twentj-fire  jean,  , 
could  be  approprialed  or  used  for  anj  purpoae, 
■mtiltbit  handful  of  obalinate  stock-hold  en  iliould 
be  paid.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Conrention 
■hould  not  adopt  anj  such  contliiuLional  proti- 
■lon.  It  mightbaretbeeffectof  placing  bejand  the 
control  of  the  Legislature,  some  ton  or  Grteeo 
milliona  of  dollars,  which  thej  could  not  tail  eh. 
Altboueh  the  Stale  might  have  moaef  enough 
beforeuie  jean'63or4,  topdy  off  e»Erj  dollar  of 
debt  which  she  owed,  and  was  wiliing  to  pa;  il, 
7ct  from  thai  time  to  the  ;ear  1890.  the  monej 
muri  remain  ia  the'treasurjr  idle  and  uaele**, 
and  eoutd  not  be  appropriated  to  anj  purpoae 
whatwever  Iftharewatan;  meaninginlanguan, 
thiiwas  Ihe  meaning  of  the  ameadmeDt.  He 
nut,  therefore,  role  against  il.  Gentleman 
would  peroa  ire,  that  it  placed  the  lubjecl  in  a 
Terj  different  point  of  liew  from  that  in  which 
it  stood  under  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
(h>m  Harfori.,  (Mr.McHenrj.)  It  would  be  un- 
letsooable  tbiu  to  lie  up  tbe  handa  of  tbe  Legiii. 

lie,  (Mr.  D.,}  was  in  faror  of  tbe  substitute  of 
the  Eenlleman  from  Somcnet,  (Mr.  CritGeld.) 
Aj  be,  (Mr.  D.,)  understood  that  propoaition, 
the  monef ,  aner  the  pajment  of  the  debt,  miRht 
be  appropriated,  and  he  could  readilj  suppoae  a 
ca*e,  where  such  an  appropriatioa  might  be  re- 
quialte  and  proper.  He  ioitaaced  ihecase  ofthe 
openinc  of  the  channel  ofa  river,  kc. 

He  thought  that  Ihe  Cotivealion  waa  ditpoted 
to  abow,  by  its  action,  an  entire  want  of  confi- 
dence  in  the  Legialature,  to  regard  them  as  pu>- 
aeaaed  neither  of  intelligence,  patriotism,  nor 
boneatj.  and  to  leave  them  the  power  le  do  noth- 
ing, either  for  good  sr  for  btII. 

fldr.  BaowH  remarked  that  the  discussion  on 
thia  queilion  had,  in  his  judgment,  lasted  long 
enough.  And  be  gave  notice  Ihat  heresner.  on 
■U  occasions,  when  he  thought  the  discussion  had 
been  ample,  he  should  test  Iha  sense  of  IheCkin- 
reotion,  ai  lie  now  did,  on  Ihe  demand  for  the 
previous  quealion. 

The  question  "will  tbe  Convention  tecoud  the 


So  there     

The  question  then  recurred  ou  the  amendment 
u  amended. 

Mr.  Spincbr  said,  Ihat  however  great  his  re- 
aped might  be  fur  iheabilitjof  Ihediilinguiahed 
genlleman  from  Anns  Arundel,  (.Mr.  Dorse;.) 
who  had  made  the  criticism  on  his,  (Mr  S.*!,) 
aniendment,  as  accepted  b;  the  genllemau  from 
Harford,  he  could  not  lubscrihe  to  the  correct- 
neu  of  thai  ganttemsn'aconBlructioa.  He,  (Mi. 
8.)  beid  that  it  embodied  no  lucli  prapositia&  u 


the  gentleman  bad  Indieited.  He  ibould  not, 
however,  dIacuM  it.  He  faeld  that  hii  amend- 
ment looked  to  tbe  pajment  of  tbe  public  debt, 
and  allowed  the  Lcgiilaiure  to  appropriaie  mane; 
in  an;  way,  either  b;  the  creation  of  a  linking- 
fltnd  or  b;  an;  other  process,  looking  to  tbe  ex- 
liiiguiibmeut  of  the  debt.  But  it  realricted  the 
Legialature  from  afipropiiating  tbe  revenues  for 
an;  otber  purpoae. 

InaamucD,  however,  as  there  waa  a  divenll;  of 
opinion  on  the  subject,  be  would,  in  order  lo  re- 
lieve tbe  question  from  all  embarraaameni  offer  k 
modification  of  his  proposition  which  woatd  dia- 

BMe  of  the  objection,  and  which  his  friend  from 
arford  had  agreed  lo  accept. 

As  regarded  the  substitute  of  bis  firiend 
from  Somerset,  (Mr.  Crbfield,}  he,  (Mr.  S.) 
was  opposed  to  il  for  several  reasons.     '~  "~~ 

""'"'"",  it  invited  the  " ' 

itemal  improvi 
illing  to  put  in 
gislature  any  power  of  that  obaractar.  In  the 
seeond  place,  he  was  opposed  to  it;  inasmuch  aa 
the  Legialature  would  posMSS  the  diseretion,  un- 
der Ihe  emendment  u  it  now  stood,  to  approprl> 
ale  mona;  for  public  school*. 

Mr.  McHtHBT  moved  to  amaod  the  amend- 
meat  h;  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  tbe  following: 

"Or  the  sinking  fund  shall  he  equal  lo  the 
amount  of  the  aulitandingdebt" 

The  amendment  »a*  agreed  lo.    ' 

The  question  tben  recurred  an  the  adoption  of 
Ihe  lubilllula  of  Mr.  Caisiiiui. 

Mr.  BaowH  asked  tbe  yea*  and  na;s,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted  as  fot- 

^fflrmatiat  —Mean.  Ricaud,  Lee,  Chambcn 
of  Kent,  Mittbetl,  Donaldaon,  Done;.  Wells, 

Randall,  Kent,  Sellman,  Crisfield,  Sprigg,  Me- 


lon e.  Dent,  Hi 
Bond,  Sellers, 
Llo;d,  Colston,  Dajihiell,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Golde- 
borough,  Eccleslon,  Charobarsof  Cecil,  McCul- 
lough,  Mitler,Bowie,  Bowling.  Spencer,  Grason, 
George,  McMaster,  Fook>,  Thomas,  Sbriver, 
Qaitber,  Annan,  Ssppington,  Stephenson,  Me- 
Henrj,  Magraw,  Thawie;,  Hardoaslle,  Uwinn, 
Sherwood  of  Baltimore  citj,  Presslman,  Ware, 
ScWej,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Michaa] 
Newaomer,  Weber,  Holljda;,  Slioer,  Parke, 
^e,  Cocke;,  and  Brown— 56, 

So  the  substitute  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  reourred  on  the  adoptian  of 
the  amendment  as  amended,  and  it  wai  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

So  Ihe  amendmentas  amended,  wai  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Oioaoc,  as  the  I  wenty-G rat  section  of  the 
report,  as  amended,  and  was  decided  in  the  ai- 
Simative. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Osoaai,  as  amend- 
ed, was  adopted. 

Mr.  BLaaiiTOiti  then  moTed  lo  amend  said  re- 
port by  inaettiogu  •n«il^<lls«aXMfc:inxi^'4a»^^<r 
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"That  it  Bb.kll  be  the  daty  of  the  Legislature 
so  soon  as  the  public  debt  shall  hafe  been  fully 
paid  off*,  to  cpiiKe  to  be  transferred  to  the  several 
counties  and  e)ty  of  Baltimore,  stock  in  the  inter- 
nal improTf  jneot  companies,  equal  to  the  amount 
respectirel  y  paid  by  each  towards  the  erection 
and  comp*4etion  of  said  works,  at  the  then  market 
▼alue  of  Mid  stock.    It  shall  further  be  the  duty 
of  the  L  mslature  after  the  public  debt  shall  hare 
been  f  oily  paid  off,  or  the  sinking  fiind  shall  be 
suffici  eat  to  redeem  the  same  at  maturity,  to  ap- 
prop'  iiate  such  portions  of  the  annual  revenue  of 
the    State  »tocks  in  the  internal  improvement 
CO*  jipanies  of  this  State,  (after  deducting  to  much, 
to^ber  with  the  other  annua]  revenues  of  the 
^itate  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  current 
•Kpenses,  and  any   sudden  exigencies  that  may 
arise;)  equally  among  said  counties  and  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  having  a  just  regard  to  the  several 
:amounts  paid  by  each  into  the  State  Treasury; 
and  the  advantaaes  and  disadvantages  resulting 
*lo  each  respectively  from  the  construction  of  said 
works  of  internal  improvement     The  said  stocks 
and  revenue  when  paid  over,  to  be  under  the  di- 
rection and  control  of  the  county  authorities  of 
the  several  counties,  and  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore,  respectively  to  be  by  them 
applied  to  purpoaes  of  education,  and  such  other 
purposes  as  the  said  county  and  city  authorities 
may  deem  proper." 
The  amendment  having  been  read— 
Mr.  RiDOKLT  said,  that  it  presented  two  pro- 
positions, and  be  called  for  a  divnion.    He  desir- 
ed also  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  St.  MaryV, 
<Mr.  Blakivtone,)  who  had  offered  the  amend- 
ment, by  what  rule  he  determined  the  appropri- 
ations which  the  relative  parts  of  the  State  should 
receive,  from  the  revenues  derived  from  the  pub- 
lic works  ? 

Mr.  BL4K1ST0NE  said,  he  proposed  to  leave 
tkat  matter,  exclusively  to  the  Legislature  to  be 
decided,  he  presumed,  by  a  sort  of  compromise, 
or  conciliation  from  one  part  of  the  State  to- 
*wards  another,  like  the  Constitution  which 
rtbis  Convention  might  adopt.  He  presumed  that 
Baltimore  would  receive  more  than  other  parts 
of  the  State,  because  she  had  paid  more.  So 
with  the  large  counties.  He  thought,  however, 
that  St.  Mary's  ought  to  receive  a  little  more  in 
proportion,  because  she  had  derived  no  benefit 
from  the  construction  of  the  works. 

Mr.  Spencer.  I  have  risen  merely  to  indicate 
the  vote  1  shall  give.  I  shall  vote  against  the 
proposition.  And  1  shall  vote  against  all  kinds 
mi  prospective  legislation. 

Mr.  Dent  demanded  the  previous  question. 
There  was  a  second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered,  (being  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Blakistone.) 
Mr.  We  EMS  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
Which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
branch  of  the  amendment  in  the  words  fowllo- 

ing: 

**  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  so 
soon  as  the  public  debt  shall  have  been  fully  paid 


soon  as  the  public  debt  shall  have  been  luiiy  paia    and  anridge  me  rules  and    practice, 
off,  to  eausa  to  be  transferred  to  the  several  coun- 1  forms  and  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
UeM  Mi  ithe  city  of  fialtioiore,  stock  in  \he  '\ti\m-\i0baa«^>a. 


nal  improvement  companies,  equal  to  the  tmouit 
respectively  paid  by  each  towards  the  ereetioii 
ano  completion  of  said  works,  at  tftie  then  market 
value  of  said  stock.** 

And  the  result  was  as  follows: 

•^gtrmoHve — Messrs.  Chapman,  Prea%  Blakis- 
tone, Dent,  Hopewell,  Dorsey,  Wells,  RmndaU, 
Rent,  Weems,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Jenifer,  Bell, 
Welch,  Ridgely,  Colston,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Hod- 
son,  Goldsborough,  Eccleston,  Chambers  of 
Cecil,  Miller,  Bowie,  McCubbin,  Bowliitf,  Me- 
Master,  Fooks,  Gaither,  Annan,  Stepbensoo, 
Thawley,  Presstmao,  Joha  Newcomer,  Michael 
Newcomer,  Weber  and  Slicer — 37. 

AVgofiee — Messrs.  Ricaud,  L^,  Chambers  of 
Kent,  Donaldson,  Lloyd,  Crisfield,  Sprigg,8peo- 
cer,  Orason,  Georre,  Thomas,  Shnver,  Biser, 
Sappington,  McHenry,  Hardcastle,  Gwhio, 
Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  Davn,  HoUydsy, 
Parke,  Ege,  Coekey  and  Brown— 97. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

And  the  question  recurred  on  the  fecond 
branch  of  the  amendment 

And  the  result  was  as  fbllows: 

40brm<'<iee— Messrs.  Chapman,  Pree^t,  Blakis- 
tone, Dent,  Hopewell,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Ran- 
dall, Kent,  Weems,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Jenifer, 
Colston,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Goldaboroufli, 
Eccleston,  Bowie,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  BowIidc, 
McMaster,  Fooks,  Stephenson,  Thawley,  Hard- 
castle,  John  Newcomer,  Michael  Newcomer  and 
Davis~29. 

Al^oliee— Messrs.  Ricaud,  Lee,  Donaldson, 
Dorsey,  Wells,  Bell,  Welch,  Ridgely,  Uoyd, 
Crisfield,  Chambers  of  Cecil,  McCuUougfa,  Mil- 
ler, Spencer,  Grason,  George,  Thomas,  Shri- 
ver,  Gaither.  Biser,  Annan,  Sappington,  Mc- 
Henry, Gwinn,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city, 
Presstman,  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  Weber, 
Holly  day,  Slicer,  Parke,  Ege,  Coekey  and 
Brown--37. 

So  the  second  and  last  branch  of  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

iifpaisoififBiir  poa  debt. 

Mr.  Presstmak.  In  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, I  was  instructed  by  the  committee  on  the 
legislative  department,  to  report  certain  provi- 
sions, as  additional  articles  to  the  report  now  un* 
der  consideration.  It  is  rather  remarkable  thi't 
every  one  of  these  proviMons,  with  one  excep- 
tion, his  already  been  adopted.  The  article 
which  concerned  the  abolition  of  the  relation  of 
master  and  slave  as  it  now  exists  in  thb  Stste, 
was  taken  possession  of  by  the  gentleman  from 
Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer.)  I  have  no  desire  to  re- 
claim it  under  the  fugitive  slave  law.  [Laugh- 
ter.] All  I  have  to  say,  is,  that  I  am  glad  it  bu 
been  adopted. 

The  next  article  directed  the  legblatare  at  its 
first  session  aAer  the  adoption  of  the  Constitutioe, 
to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  revise,  digest  sod 
arrange  the  statute  laws  of  the  State,  civil  aod 
criminal,  and  a  commissioner  to  revise,  simplify 
and  abridge  the  rules  and    practice,  pleadings, 

'  reeordof 
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Tbit  wtt  takan  poiiMnoB  of  by  my  colleague. 
I  am  bappy  that  be  had  the  opportunity  of  doiog 
80.    It  was  alto  adopted. 

The  next  proTision  Mve  power  to  the  legisla- 
ture to  protect  by  law  from  forced  sale,  a  certain 
portion  of  the  property  of  all  beads  of  families. 
This  principle  was  adopted  on  the  suggeation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county ,aitbou|[h  1, 
^  myself,  changed  my  mind  and  voted  i^ainat  it. 

The  only  remaining  proposition  u  in  these 
words: 

**  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt.^' 

I  should  be  glad  if  I  had  been  saved  the  trouble 
of  offering  this  provision  also.  It  becomes  my 
duty,  however,  (no  member  of  the  Convention 
having  been  kind  enough  to  come  to  my  relief,) 
to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Convention  to  it.  As 
we  all  know,  it  involves  a  very  important  princi- 
ple; still  1  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  neces- 
sity for  a  protracted  discussion  upon  it.  I  am 
sure,  that  gentlemen,  whether  in  lavor  of  the  ab- 
olition of  imprisonment  for  debt,  or  opposed  to 
it,  will  scarcely  be  influenced  by  any  discussion 
here. 

They  have  formed  their  opinions  deliberately. 
It  is  aot  probable  that  debate  will  change  them. 
I  am  satisfied  that  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
this  body,  are  fatigued  with  the  long  and  almost 
uninterrupted  discussion  which  has  taken  place; 
and  that  they  will  not  desire  to  extend  it,  at  all 
events,  on  a  subject  which  is  so  well  understood. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  proposition  may  be 
put  to  the  vote.  As  the  report  emanates  from 
myself,  I  cannot  call  the  previous  question.  It 
would  not  be  courteous  in  a*e  to  do  so.  I  can  only 
express  the  hope  that  the  Convention  will  feel 
disposed  to  take  the  question  up  with  as  little  de- 
lay as  po^ible. 

The  pRKiinENT  then  stated  the  question  to  be 
on  the  adoption  of  the  section,  reported  by  Mr. 
PaistTMAir,  as  an  additional  article  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  legislative  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  JEMirBR  said  he  had  no  desire  to  steal  the 
thunder  of  his  friend  from  Baltimore  city  upon 
this  question  of  master  and  slave,  and  it  was  to 
prevent  such  proceeding  by  others  that  he,  (Mr 
J.,)  had  the  proposition  returned  to  the  commit- 
tee No.  14,  and  also,  he,  (Mr.  J.,)  as  chairman 
of  that  committee,  was  prepared  to  report  an  ar^ 
ticle  on  that  subject,  in  which  the  committee  was 
unanimously  agreed.  Yet,  to  ensiu«  a  unani- 
mous vote  in  the  House,  it  was  agreed  to  adopt 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
city,  believing,  that  by  so  doing,  no  objection 
would  come  from  that  section  of  the  State,  which 
otherwise  might  be  apprehended. 

Mr.  Prbsstman  asked  if  his  friend  from  Charles 
believed  him  to  be  doubtful  on  this  subiect  ? 

^  Mr.  J.  replied  that  his  friend  from  Baltimore 
city  was  too  kincero  and  honorable  to  be  distrust- 
ed upon  any  question. 

Mr.  Bowie  said  that  he  disclaimed  the  credit 
which  his  friend  from  CharleSi  (Mr.  Jenifer,) 
bad  given  to  him  in  reference  to  that  section  of 
the  Constitution  which  deprives  the  Legislature 
of  the  power  tor  abolish  the  relation  of  master  and 
alare  in  this  State,    tie  was  as  perfectly  willing 


to  accord  to  bis  friend  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr. 
Presslman,)  the  credit  of  having  first  offered  this 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  coming,  aa  it 
did,  from  that  portion  of  the  State  which  had 
been  supposed  to  be  rather  unfriendly  to  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery,  he,  (Mr.  B.)  hailed  it,  at  the 
time,  as  a  harbinger  of  peace  and  security  to  the 
people  of  this  State  on  a  subject  of  the  deepest 
and  most  vital  importance  to  them.  When  his 
friend,  the  gentleman  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jeni- 
fer,) moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  that  subiect,  of  which  he  was  chairman, 
and  asked  the  Uonvention  to  proceed  at  once  to  a 
consideration  of  it;  he,  (Mr.  B.,)  prefering  infi- 
nitely the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Bal- 
timore city,  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  was 
anxiously  expecting  that  gentleman  to  move  it 
as  a  substitute  for  uie  report  of  the  committee ; 
but  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city  did  not 
do  so,  and  the  Convention  were  about  to  adopt 
the  article  as  it  was  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee. At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  he,  (Mr. 
B.,)  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  adopt- 
ing the  proposition  of  his  friend  from  Baltimore 
city,  (Mr.  rresstman,)  and  moved  it  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  report.  It  was  subsequently  accept- 
ed by  the  committee  and  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Convention.  This,  said  Mr.  B.,  was 
the  history  of  the  matter,  and  he  was  quite  wil- 
ling that  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr. 
Presstman,)  should  have  all  the  credit  of  the 
movement 

Mr.  ScBLBT  said,  that,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  citv,  (Mr.  Presstman,)  was  appropria- 
ting to  himself  the  credit  of  all  these  subject-mat- 
ters, it  was  right  and  proper  that  the  **  honors,'' 
whieh  were  about  to  be  dealt  out,  should  be  fair 
ly  diatributed. 

Mr.  S.  then  referred  to  the  journals  to  show 
that  the  first  notice  of  a  proposition  relative  to 
the  codification  of  the  laws,  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  FirRT. 

In  relation  to  the  rights  of  manied  women — 

Mr.  Presstman,  (interposing  )  There  are  no 
married  women  in  m^  report,  sir.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ScHLBT,  nodding  a  good-htunored  acqui- 
escence, took  bis  seat. 

The  question  then  xecurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  section  abolishing  imprisonment  for  oebt. 

Mr.  Dent  demanded  the  previous  question. 

There  was  a  second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  ta- 
ken. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  by  a  dozen 
voices. 

And  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  [on  the  adoption  of  the 
report,]  was  ordered. 

And  having  been  taken,  resulted  as  follows : 

JlffirtMUive  — Messrs.  Chapman,  PresH,  Blakis- 
tone,  Dent.  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Leo,  Wells,  Ran- 
dall, Sellman,  Weems,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Jeni- 
fer, Bell,  Welch,  Ridgely,  Lloyd,  Colston,  Da- 
shiell,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Goldsborough.  Ecdeston, 
Chambers,  of  Cecil,  McCuUough,  Miller,  Bowie, 
Sjprigg,  McCubbin,  Bowling,  Spencer,  Grason, 
Greone,  Thomas,  Shriver,  Gaither,  Biser,  An- 
nan, Sappington,  Stephenson,  McHenry,  Th&w- 
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ley,  GwiDB,  Sherwood,  of  Baltimore  eitr,  Presst- 
man,  Ware^  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcom- 
er, Michael  Newcomer,  Davis,  Kilgour,  Weber, 
Hollyday,  Slicer,  Parke,  Ege,  Cockey  and  Brown 
—60. 

MgaHvt. — Messrs.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  Don- 
aldson, Doney,  McMister  and  Fooks— 5. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  PasssTMiM  was 
adopted  as  an  additional  article. 

Mr.  Blakistone.  I  belicTe  we  have  now  fin- 
ished the  legislatiye  report.  I  move  that  the 
Ckmfention  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
executive  report. 

Mr.  RiDOBLT.  I  have  another  article  to  offer 
to  the  legislative  report.  I  do  not  intend  to  in- 
vite discussion.  I  ask  that  the  amendment  may 
be  read,  and  1  call  the  previous  question. 

The  amendment  was  read,  9,%  follows : 

'*  The  Legislature,  at  the  first  session  after  the 
adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  provide  for 
the  substitution  of  salaries  in  place  of  the  fees 
and  perquisites  of  office,  now  payable  to  the 
clerks  and  registers  of  the  several  courts  of  law, 
equity  and  probate  in  this  State,  and  for  reducing 
and  regulating  the  rates  of  fees,  costs  and  legiu 
charges  in  said  courts." 

There  was  a  second  to  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  maia  question  was  ordered. 

And  having  t>een  taken,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
RiDOBLT  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Spekcbr  moved  a  re-consideration  of  the 
Tote  taken  this  morning,  adoptmg  the  first  branch 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Blakistonb, 
as  an  additional  section  to  the  report 

Mr.  SpKNCBR  said,  the  amendment  requires 
that  the  internal  improvement  stock  Should 
be  disposed  of  in  a  certain  way.  It  takes 
the  internal  improvement  companies,  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  State  authorities,  and  places  them 
under  the  control  of  the  counties.  Wherever 
the  most  stocks  would  be  found,  there  the  works 
could  be  contracted.  If  there  was  adisposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Con  vention,to  take  the  control  from 
the  State,  let  it  be  so  understood.  But  he  now 
made  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vole,  becauie 
he  desired  to  have  the  deliberate  sense  of  the 
Convention  on  the  proprietv  of  adopting  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  amendment.  He  was  certain  it  was 
not  understood. 

Mr.  Blakistone  expressed  his  fear  that  the 
Convention  was  falling  into  the  old  track.  /  fter 
a  question  has  been  adopted  by  a  Bolemn  vote, 
and  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  these  motions 
to  reconsider  on  the  part  of  those  who  stand  in  a 
minority,  are  the  cause  of  immense  and  unprofita- 
ble delay.  Last  week  a  vote  was  taken  by  which 
a  proposition  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Queen 
Aniie^s,  [Mr  George,]  was  adopted.  He,  [Mr. 
B.,]  concluded,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  that 
question  was  disposed  of,  when  suddenly  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  reconsider  the  subject.  From 
that  moment,  we  have  gone  backwards,  and  we 
are  now  precisely  where  we  were  eight  days 
ago,  and  if  we  continue  to  go  on  in  this  way,  the 
Convention  will  be  found  sitting  here  from  June 
till  January,  and  from  January  till  June,  and  after 
all  DO  Constitution  will  be  made,    it  had  been 


intimated  to  him  that  the  eity  of  Baltimore,  £r 
hereafter  to  have  the  control  of  the  internal  rot' 

firovements  of  the  State.    This  he  did  not  be- 
ieve. 

But,  [said  Mr.  B.,]  if  she  has  contributed  to 
their  erection,  as  it  is  claimed  she  has  done,  let 
her  have  the  benefit  of  them  to  that  extent   He 
was  willing.     All  that  he  would  ask  If,  that  the 
^sounties  should  receive  their  fair  proportion.  Bal- 
timore should  only  have  the  proportion  she  pajs 
into  the  revenue-    She  does  not  contribute  more 
than  the  counties  do.    He  believed  she  only  psid 
in  one-third  of  the  whole  amount    It  had  bMo 
thrown  out  that  if  Baltimore  gets  the  public 
works  under  her  control,  she  will  stop  the  canil. 
But  she  would  have  too  great  an  interest  in  tbit 
work,  to  permit  her  to  do  this,  because  she  must 
have  some  five  or  six  millions  before  she  could 
have  the  control.    It  would  not  be  very  wise  io 
her  to  stop  the  canal  when  she  can  make  teo  per 
cent  on  (her  capital  embarked  in  that  work,  if 
the  calculations  of  iu  projectors  shall  ever  be  re- 
alised.   She  may  perhaps  apply  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  a  cross-cut  to  Baltimore:  and  thn  might 
be  very  wise  in.  her,  and  she  might  apply  her 
own  means  to  its  completion.    He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  this     He  was  a  Marylander,  and  he  would 
be  willing  that  Baltimore  should  have  her  share. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  law  of  the  LegislaUire 
known  as  the  tax  bill,  which  ahows  ttie  exiiteoee 
of  a  contract  between  the  counties  and  the  citj. 
If  Baltimore  helps  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  Sute, 
let  her  have  the  oenefit  of  the  these  internal  im- 
provements.   The  people  have  contributed  libe^ 
ally  towards  these  public  works,  and  he  diverted 
that  the  revenue  from  them  should  not  be  divided 
to  other  purposes  than  those  specified  in  the  eos- 
tracts.    Many  seem  to  think  tnat  Baltimore  will 
have  a  controliiig  interest  over  these  works,  but 
this  he  doubted.    To  talk  of  her  shutting  up  the 
canal  even  if  she  had  the  power,  is  to  talk  of  that 
which  in  the  nature  of  things,  is  scarcely  possible. 
After  she  has  contributed  millions  to  this  magni- 
ficent work  by  a  tax  upon  her  people,  the  klea  of 
her  closing  the  canal  is  too  absurd  to  l>e  believed. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  the  previous 
question. 

There  was  a  second. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
taken,  [being  on  the  motion  to  reconsider.] 

Mr.  Blakistone  asked  the  yeas  and  navs, 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows : 

JIfftrmative — Messrs.  Ricaud,  Lee,  Chambers, 
of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Jenifer.  Uoyd, 
Cri.'field,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Goldsborougb,  Cham- 
bers, of  Cecil,  Miller,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Bow- 
ling, Spencer,  Grason,  George.  Thomas,  Shrt- 
ver,  Gaither,  Biser,  Annan.Sappington,  Stephen- 
son, McHenry,  Magraw,  Hardcastle,  Scblej. 
Fiery.  Neill,  Hollyday,  Parke,  Ege,  Cockey  and 
Brown— 37. 

J^egative — Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Bltki- 
stone.  Dent,  Hopewell,  Dorsey,  Wells,  RaodslJ, 
Kent,  Sellroan,  Weems.  Dairy m pie,  i^ood,  Sel- 
lers,  Bell,  Welch,  Ridgely,  Colston,  Ecclesta), 
Bowie,  McMaster,  Foou,  Thawley,  Gwioa, 
Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  bherwood,  of  BaUiocie 


citr,  PreMtiiun,Wtr«,  John  Nawcomer,HiatM«l 
Neaomer,  Dafii,  Weber  and  Sticer— 39. 

So  Lbe  Tote  wat  rMoatidcrad. 

The  auetikm  then  recurred  oc  the  unendaiBDl 

OrMr.    BtlKIKTOHB. 

Mr,  Juilri*  iliJ: 

The  imeiidmeDt  bad  better  lie  over,  that  it 
might  be  printed,  end  th«t  the  memben  oiight 
hsTe  >n  opportuDJtjr  to  eiemine  it.  He  bed  Tetad 
for  it,  but  he  hed  strong  doubu  about  it.  tie 
Bored  it  lie  oier until  to-morrow. 

Ifthequeitioa  wei  telua  now,  be  muit  TOte 

Ur.  Whhi  moved  lo  pottpooe  it*  cOMiden- 
tion  unlil  Wcdnesdaj  nesl. 

Some  conTenaiion  rollowed,  and  ■eieraliiig- 
gettioM  were  mide,  that  Itao  matter  itiDuld 
again  come  up  lo-morrow. 

Some  CKnteraation  followed,  and  teTaral  lu^ 
gS'tiooa  were  made  ibat  the  matter  ibould  tgun 
ooaw  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WaiMi  laid,  be  muat  neceuv-iW  be  ab- 
MDt  to-mormw,  aiid  ha  hoped,  Iberefoie,  tbal 
the  CooTeiition  would  either  act  on  ihe  queaiioo 
lodaj,  or  poatpoue  il  uplil  nest  Wedneuar.  bj 
which  lime,  he  would  be  ben.  He  daiirad  to 
i«card  bia  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  WcEMMid-. 

That  he  bad  the  bonorof  a  aeatln  Uial^itla- 
tnn  when  the  tai  law  was  paawd.  He  claimed 
to  be  the  author  of  the  liiti-fourth  aection  of  Ih- 
law  aa  il  now  ilood.  He  offered  tbis  ■eoUon  u  in 
■mend'nenltu  the  original  bill  and  it  wa«  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Bawit.  chairmaD  of  ihe  commit- 
ue  of  wa|t  and  means,  bj  whom  Ihe  bill  wet  re- 
ported. Ilwashta,  [Mr.  W'g.,]  deliberate  opinion 
tbit  Ihe  bill  would  not  have  become  a  law  at  that 
■Mitioo,  had  not  this  Mciian  been  adopted.  The 
people  expected  that  the  fdith  of  the  State,  aa 
ple'tBed  lijthat  law,  would  be  redeemed.  He  wai 
in  favarof  carri^igouttite  prociiioniof  tbelaw. 

Heie  Mr.  W.  rear)  the  siity-four  h  section, 
and  slated,  in  eoncluainn,  that  b.^  agreed  in  all 
which  bad  fallen  from  the  gent  eman  from  St. 
Mary's.  (  ^r.  Blakiilane,)  as  to  the  proprielj  of 
earrjinjE  out  the  proriiionsof  the  law  faithfully. 

Mr.  CiiiHBaai  laid,  the  practice  which  had,  of 
lata  become  preTileni.  wu  likely  toleadlodif- 
Dculiies.  A  g-ntleman  rose,  presented  a  propo 
lilion,  assigned  all  the  reasons  he  could  find  lo 
inllain  It,  and  t>efore  he  quit  the  floor,  moved  the 
previous  question.  No  ruom  far  explanation  or 
eorT«Glion  waaallowed. 

Now  ht  supposed  many  gentlemen  had  Toled 
entirely  an  tha  Taith  of  what  had  fallen  from  bti 
friend  from  St.  Mary's,  [Mr  Blakistone.]  He 
tiad,  with  his  usual  anicnaiion  and  earntstneta, 
ur^ed  the  abaolule  and  binding  force  of  the  law 
of  I84-,  in  regard  lo  Ihe  mode  of  diitiibulion. 
His  remarks  would  lead  ui  to  beiiore,  what  the 

CnUeman  seems  to  cuppose  is  the  lact,  that  thn 
V  of  IS41 ,  is  the  only,  or  at  all  eventa.lhe  earli- 
■at  one  on  this  subjecl. 

No  miilabe  cuuld  be  greater.  There  were 
other  and  earlier  laws,  pledging  portions  of  these 
fundi,  with  equal  Bolemniiy.  He  did  not  mean 
to  go  into  the  subject  a  large.    A  genilemu  from 
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now  pteient,  had 
(  tubjact,  and  bad  f  iven  in,  on  a 
foimer  occasion,  the  evidence  of  bi*  inveitigi- 
UoM.  We  ought  to  wait  and  receive  more  full 
informalioD,  ind  be  therefore  urged  ■  poslpone- 
uenCof  thesubjeol. 

Mr.  TnoNiiMidbe  hoped  the  que! 
be  poMponed.  There  aia  other  pled_ 
intanial  improvement  fund,  than  that  which  bad 
been  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  SI. 
He  adverted  toihe  joint  rewlotion  con- 
the  two  million  of  loan  to  the  Chesupeike 
and  Ohio  canal  corapaDj.iD  whioh  be  aaid  Ibrre 
rule  laid  down  (or  tbe  distiibniioti  of  Ihe 
le  bo''.  that  aouree,  differenl  from  Ihe  rule 
nowpropoeed.  He  referred  alio  to  the  impor- 
tant question  whioh  had  arose  between  Washing- 
too  county  aud  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad 
.y.    It  had  been  agreed  that  a  laige  sum 

be  giveti  to  Wasfainglon  county,  in  ease 

the  railroad  did  not  passthroiwh  iL  1  he  case 
iostituled  lo  recover  that  ium,  went  lo  the  court 
of  appeals.  The  court  decided  that  the  Legis- 
laturr  bad  not  the  powrr  'o  make  a  oontiact  of 
Ihi)  kind  with  the  eountlaa. 

Mr  CHaMias  eiplaiurd  that  the  court  had 
decided  that  that  »as  not  a   oon tract  of  binding 

itH;  not  Ihatthe  partieahad  not  power  lo  make 

contract 

Mr.  Tbokis  uid  be  was  not  now  going  to 
arpie  Ihe  question.  He  thouf^l  the  eSect  of 
makii^  this  Irantrer,  ouitht  lo  be  well  considered 
before  going  into  it.  There  was  an  antagonism 
ofinteretugrowingupoutor  our  systtm  of  In- 
ternal improvemenTS,  which  ought  to  be  weired 
before  a  provLtion  was  iaserted  in  the  or^nic 
law  on  the  subject.  A  constitutional  pioviiion 
cannot  be  changrd.  and  Ihe  parties,  even  if  dl»- 
posed,  might  thus  be  debaried  from  mikii^  a 
compromiie,  which  [he  law  and  the  jnini  resolu- 
liun^e  had  referied  to  would  not  fuibid,, 

Mr.  TiioMa*  then  moved  ti  po-lpone  the  con- 
sidCTBtion  uf  Ihc  ntolion  to  Wednciday  week. 

Mr.  Wiaw*  assented. 

Mr.  BLAiDTOwa  designated  Monday  week- 
Mr.  Thuhi)  Hid  that  day  would  be  aocepta- 
hle  to  him. 

Mr.  McHiHar  su^eited  that  the  bill  and 
amertdoMnls  shruld,  in  the  interval,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wekhi  accepted  the  luggesiioo  as  a  part 
of  his  motion. 

Some  conversation  followed, 

Mr.  JoHM  Newcomer  called  for  a  division  of 
the  question — Hnl  on  poslponomenL 

The  eiinsid  era  lion  of  the  amendmeot  was  post- 
poned to  Monday  week. 

The  question  iscurring  on  the  motion  to  print, 

It  was  taken  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lie  gave  notice  that,  at  ihe  proper  time, 
he  should  offer  the  following  as  an  addittonal  see* 
lion  to  the  report: 

"Stc.  49.  The  General  Ai«embW  shall,  at  its 
second  seeaion  after  the  adoption  of'^tbis  constitu- 
lioD,  provide  br  law  agaiTisI  the  sale  of  any  real       * 
ntatato  salisly  any  judgmenl  or  other  lien  in 
cases  where  the  yearlj  T«ata  «<&^ttAeA,\ic-i<n^ 
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fti«  sufficient  within  the  tptee  of  seren  yean,  to 
satisfy  or  pay  such  ja  Igment  or  oUier  lient.** 

Mr.  CHAMBBas  i-euewed  the  motion  which  he 
gave  00  the  seventh  of  February,  that  be  should, 
on  Monday  week,  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
t  le  (Convention  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
UoRiBT,  arid  adopted  by  the  Convention,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  thirty-third  article. 

On  ihe  da^  on  which  the  bill  should  be  taken 
lip,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  proposed  to  prvss  tbe  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  CaiiriKLD  laid,  he  rose  to  give  notice  of 
his  inientiun  to  move  a  recon^idt ration  of  the 
vote  just  taken,  to  abolish  iropristnment  for 
debt,  with  the  view  of  amending  and  pt^rfrct- 
ing  that  measure.  Imprisonment  fur  debt  in  this 
Slate  was  already  nearly  nooHnal,  and  rarely 
existed  practically,  ex«  ept  wiih  the  consent  of 
the  deblwr,  or  in  caMS  of  frauds;  but  if  the  peo- 
ple desired  to  abolish  it  entirel),  he  wps  willing. 
He  wished,  however,  to  throw  such  guards  about 
the  abolition,  as  weie  necessary,  to  preveni 
frauds,  and  secure  the  honest  appropriation  of 
all  the  debtors  property  for  the  pnyment  of  his 
creditors.  With  that  view  he  shou/d  move  a  re- 
consideration at  the  proper  time.  His  piirptise 
was  not  to  defeat  tbe  atiolition  I'f  imprisonment 
for  debt;  but  in  relieving  d«btors  he  wished  the 
rights  of  creditors  to  be  protected. 

Mr.   Prbsitman  said    that  when  the  propo- 
sition for  the  abolition  <  f  imprisonment  for  nebt 
was  originally  introducfd  by  bim  from  the  legis- 
lative committee,  he  did  not  suppose  that  if  tbe 
principle  was  recognized,  it  would,  in  an^  man- 
ner, pi  event  any  gtntieman  from  proposing  ad- 
ditional sections,  looking  to  the  punishment  of 
fraud-  in  the  subject  matter  of  the  contract,  or 
in  providing  any  chbnge  or  alteration  in  the  pre- 
sent syitem  of  insolvency,  to  meet  the  altered 
state  of  things,  whereby  the  assets  qf  inM>lvent8 
might  be  distributed.    But  why,  sir,  is  there  any 
necessity  for  Uie  recoi  sidf  ration  of  the  naked 
principle  which  this  Convention  hns  adopted  bt  a 
vote  t>o  decisive,  as   any   abandonment  of  the 
position  is  hardly  to  be  expected.    The  gentle- 
man from  Somerset,  (Mr.  i/Yisfield,)  may  now, 
or  at  any  time,  propose  to  engraft  upon  the  Con- 
stitution provisions  controlliii|C  the  whole  subject, 
or  requiring  thai  the  Legislature  shall,   at  tlieir 
first  heasion  alter  the  adoption  of  tbe  new  Consti- 
tiiion,  enact  such  laws  as  will  carry  out  his  gene- 
ral design,  which  he.  (Mr.  P  ,)  understood  not  to 
be,  in  any  degree,  hostile  to  the  general  princi- 
ple, except  so  far  as  to  meet  case^  of  Taud.    It 
would  be  almost  impossible  in  a  Constitution,  to 
define  suecifically  what  should  be  deemed  fraud. 
This  was  a  woik  of  detail  and  ought  properly  to 
be  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  LegislLture. 

Mr.  Chambcru  moved  a  recunsioeration.  He 
bad  voted  with  the  minority,  against  adopting 
tlie  provisi'-n  in  \U  present  unqualified  and  un- 
coiiditi  nal  furm.  It  might  be  very  proper  to 
adopt  the  principle  of  the  provision,  but  it  re- 
quired gUHrds  and  mod  fi-ations,  which  could 
not  bb  enacted  by  the  I  egislatuie  under  the 
broad  and  sweeping  terms  of  the  article  as  now 
adopted.  In  fact,  there  could  not  be  said  to  ex- 
ist,  at  this  time,  io  otir  State,  such  a  thing  as  in- 


voluntary imprisonment  for  debt,  except  where 
fraud  was  esiab  i*hed ;  and  in  that  case  he  did 
not  think  it  wise  to  dispeme  with  iL  Having 
beiin  denied  the  opportunity  of  assignifg  his  ret- 
son,  previously  to  the  vote,  he  had  moved  then- 
consideration  to  enable  him  to  do  ao  in  the  fcwol 
words  f»ossibIe  and  m  w  with<irew  his  motion. 

The  PaatiDBNT,  fro  tern  ,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  stated 
that  all  th'is  debate  had  befin  out  of  order. 

8ome  conversation  followed. 

Mr.  BowiB,  (for  the  purpose  of  making  an  ex- 
planation,) moved  that  the  ConventioD  reconsider 
the  vote  on  tlie  motion  postponing  Uie  eontkkrsr 
tion  of  the  legislative  report 

Mr.  Bowie  thought  there  was  no  occasion  for 
a  reconsidt  ration  ol  the  vo  e  just  taken  oa  the 
abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  ilebt.  He 
oould  not  see  the  necessity  fur  any  amendasfDl^ 
He  rejoiced  that  such  a  provision  had  teen  en- 

f grafted  in  the  Constitution,  and  be  hoped  the 
irieiids  of  the  meafure  would  not  place  it  in  ieo- 
pardy  by  con>entin  /  to  a  re-eoneideratioo.    It  ii 
said  that  ihe  provision  is  toogeneral  in  its  tenni, 
and  that  some  limitations  mif^t  be  ineeited  wbieh 
would  proTide  against  tlie  perpetration  of  frsod 
by  dishonest  debtors;  but  be  tneogbt,  that  such 
limitation-*  would  be  altogether  out  of  place,  if 
inserted  in  the  Coi  stitution.    Such  was  not  tbe  . 
ease  in  those  States  where  imprieotHDCiit  for  debt 
had  been  abolished.    The  general  ptiociplealoos 
was  inserted  in  their  Constitution.    'I  he  Constitih 
tion  ou^it  not  to  be  encumbered  with  aucb  matlsrs 
of  detail  as  was  cqntempl  .ted  by  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Somer»et,  (Mr.  Criafield.)   it 
was  competent,|at  all  times,  for  tbe  Lcgialatiirs 
to  provide  by  law  for  the  puni^bment  or  iraods. 
Thev  are  as  fully  competent  to  perform  this  task, 
as  the  Convention   would  be,  ^nd  he  thought  it 
much  more  proper  that  they  should  do  it    Let 
the  broad  principle  be  inserted  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  we  shall  then  have  discharg<*d  our  duty; 
and  let  us  leave  it  to  the  Legislature  to  make  all 
necessary  rules  to  guard  a^in&t  frauds    Ht  hoped, 
therefore,  that  tlie  provision  would  stand  as  it 
now  is,  and  that  no  re-consideraion  of  it  would 
prevail. 

Mr.  BowiK  then  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  JsNirca,  by  unanimous  consent,  made  tbe 
following  report  from  committee  No.  14 : 

Art  I.  No  person  holding  an  office  or  ap|ioint- 
ment  under  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  this 
State,  (mere  members  of  the  legal  profession  not 
being  regarded  as  such  office-holder,)  no  mess- 
berof  the  General  Aiw^euibly  of  Maryland,  no 
person  holding  any  office  or  appointmt  nt  there- 
under, or  umier  either  brancli  theieof  ahall  on- 
der  any  promise  or  expectation  of  a  fee,  rewaid« 
or  compensation  of  aiiv  nature  or  kind,  for  so 
doing,  advocate  before  the  General  Assembly  or 
either  branch  thereof,  or  any  memtjcr  of  the 
same  a  claim  of  any  other  person,  against  the 
S  ate;  or  with  such  legislative  body,  or  any  of  i« 
members,  use  advise  recommei  dation,  or  prr^ 
suasion  for  the  allowance  or  payment  of  any  si^ 
claim,  or  the  adopti.  n  of  any  legi>lative  artioa 
for  that  purpose;  and  any  person  rterein  « ffeod- 
ing  shall  be  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  aad 
on  conviction  thereof,  on  indictment  in  a  eovt 


of  bw,  i)m]1  be  GnedatuninotleittbM  finbin- 
dred  dollan-,  Bod  be  impriioned  fur  at  lead  *)i 
Uontbi,  &i>d  ahall  thcncefurih  ceue  lo  bixd  ihf^ 
ofioa  or  appoiiiluiBpi  of  which  h*  mai  t>a  then 
Um)  itioimiwnl. 
Wbieh  wu  read. 


then  a  Gorernor  thai!  be  taken  horn  each  di^ 


Mr.  GiMOH  Bonouncad  hi*  raidinaaa  to  pco- 
G«ed  with  the  report  of  Ihe  eoamiUaa  <in  the 
Ezaeuiiva  Dupiriaienl  uflhe  Gonimmtnt. 

Suoie  coiif  Emtion  fulhlwad  *i  lo  llw  order  uf 
pnecadiog;  afier  which 

TfaeSaciiiTaRTpmceededtoreHllherepoilnr' 
Mr.  GauOH,  Chsirman  uf  <he  CuminiftBe  on  the 
EaaealiTv  Dapartmem,  aud  which  wu  as  fol- 
lowa: 

SectfM  I.  The  Eiecn  i.e  power  of  the  Suic 
■hall  be  railed  in  ■  Gavernor.  whose  term  dI 
ofl'»  khall  commencB  oii  ihe  first  Mnndaj  ol 
January  nelt  CDMilti;  liji  ejection,  and  continni? 
for  three  Jtti*,  nr  until  hia  lucceiior  thall  hare 
qualided  by  taking  the  oath  h  rein  preacnbrd. 

See.  9.  'I  hi-  personi  qiinliflcd  to  tdIb  for  dele* 
fKtm  to  the  General  A-aembl].  rball  meet  on  llic 
fini  WedncMlay  of  Octuber.  in  the  jear  elghiacn 
bundrad  and  finj-Ihree,  and  on  ihe  nine  daj  and 
nontli  io  ettrj  third  jear  theraafler,  *i  the 
placea  where  Ihej  lie  entiiled  lo  role  for  dele- 
gitea,  and  elect  a  Governor,  the  election  to  br 
baU  in  Ihe  aame  maimer  ai  the  election  of  dele- . 
g«ia,  and  the  retumi  thereof,  under  leal,  lo  he  \ 
addreteed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Huum  of  Dale-  j 
galea,  aiiri  end  ited  and  irsnamitied  to  the  Secre.  | 
tat;r  of  Stale,  bj  whDmoi  br  the  Executive,  tiicjr  i 
aballbedclttercd  to  Ihe  M^d -peaker  atlhecaiii- 
mencenienl  oflhe  aeaaiuD  of  the  Legialature  next  | 
eoauingijid  election.  : 

Sec.  3  And  tlic  Speaker  of  theHcMiae  of  Dele. 
|ata«  ahall  ihrn  open  the  laid  reiums  in  the  pn-- 
aenee  of  both  houses,  and  Hid  penon  haTiiif  ihc  I 
bMeat  imniber  of  voles,  and  being  corufnution-  l 
allj  eliciale,  shall  be  the  (ioirernor,  and  ahull  | 
aiiaHfi  in  the  manner  herein  preacnbed, on  ihe  ■ 
Snt  Mondaj  of  Jariuarj  nest  ensuing  his  eltc- 
lion,  or  as  tooo  tbertafler  as  maj  be  pratii- 

8te,  I.  And  if  two  or  mora  perions  ■houl'l  hare  | 
die  bisbesl  and  an  equal  number  of  Tot/et,  then  i 
one  or'them  ihall  be  chosen  ai  GoTCinor  bj  the 
JMnt  ballot  of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Dele- 
gate*; and  all  queslioni  in  relation  to  Ihe  legality 
and  number  of  toies  given  in  the  election  of  I 
Ooremor.  and  in  relation  lo  the  returns  of  isni  | 
•loction,  ihall  be  deteruiined  by  the  House  of 
IMegates. 

See.  &  The  State  shall  be  diiided  into  three 
dbtricti;  llieei||bt  counties  af  the  Eastern  Shore 
lit  be  Ibe  fir>t;  Baltimore,  Harford,  CamDI. 
Frederick,  Washington  aixl  Allega-;  c-uniies, 
Lba  aeennd  ;  and  St.  Marj*!,  Charles,  Calv«ri, 
Prince  Gforge"*,  Anne  Arundel  and  Monigomery 
eotmties.  SDtT'lhe  cil;  of  ttaltimore,  the  thlril; 
•nd  the  GoTcrnor  elceled  from  the  aeeond  ili«- 
Irid  in  October  last,  ihall  continue  in  office  dur- 
ing the  term  fijr  whirfi  ha  was  elected  ■,  hia  tuc- 
eesMr  iball  be  choaeo  from  tbe  third  district,  and 


Stc.  6.  A  parKin  to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
Ooiernor,  must  have  attainrd  the  age  o(  thirtj 
(ein.  and  been  for  ten  jsar*  a  eititen  of  the 
Uniied  .-itatei,  and  must  have  ba«u  for  seraa 
<ean  next  preceding  hia  election  a  ntideiit  of 
ihe  Slate,  and  for  iwb  jear*  a  resident  of  ttta 
district  fruM  which  he  was  elected. 

See.  7.  [n  case  of  death  or  reaipiation  of  the 
Governor,  or  of  his  remuial  from  the  Stale,  the 
General  Atseinblj  il  in  acsi  on,  or  if  DM,  at  their 
iieit  sessi  >n,  thall  l<j  Joint  ballot  elncl  aome 
other  qualified  resident  ufthe  aame  d  strict,  to  ba 
the  Governor  fur  the  residue  of  Uib  tern)  fur 
•  liicb  said  Govertior  bad  been  eleclsd. 

Sa-  B  And  in  caw  of  anj  •aeancj  in  the  of- 
ficr  of  Govemur  during  the  re.  ens  of  the  Legts- 
laturr,  the  PrraidcntDfihe  Senate  shalldi^charge 
ihsdutieaoraaid  office  till  a  Governor  i>  elected 
bjr  tbalivo  Hou>eB;siHJ  in  eaaeofthediaihor  re- 
Hgiiation  of  Slid  Preaiite.  t,  or  of  hi*  removal 
from  the  Stale,  oi  ol  his  lefisal  to  aeive,  tbeo 
the  duties  of  said  office  shall,  in  like  manner,  and 
Tor  the  aiime  interval,  devolve  upon  the  Spraker 
af  the  Huuae  of  Delegates,  and  the  Legislature 
naa;  prnvide  bjr  law  for  the  case  of  impeaehment 
i>r  Inability  of  Ihe  OoTemor.  and  necUre  what 
person  shall  perform  tbe  eieruiive  duties  during 
auch  impeachment  or  Inabiliij;  and  for  taf 
vacancj  in  said  office,  not  herem  provided  for, 
provi-lon  may  be  made  bj  law,  and  if  aueh  va- 
calioT  ahould  occur  wi.hout  such  provision  being 
made,  the  L^islalure  shall  be  convened  bj  li,a 
Secretary  ot  State  for  ihepurpoae  of  filluig  aakl 


Oalh: 

Sn  ID.  The  Governor  ahall  be  commander- 
in.eb<erorihe  land  and  naval  foree*  of  the  State, 
and  may  call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invaaiona, 
suppre-s  insiirrectioRs,  and  eiiforce  the  eiec'ttiun 
of  the  laws;  but  ahall  nol  lake  the  command  in 
person  wiibout  Ihe  comeni  of  ihe  Legislature. 

5rc.  11.  He  shall  lake  care  that  Ihe  law*  be 
faithful  I)  executed. 

Sec  Id.  He  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  wllh 
Ihe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  all 
civil  and  military  officers  of  Ihe  Ftale  whose  ap- 
pointment OT  electiou  ia  not  otherwise  herein  pro- 
Tided  for. 

Stc,  13  And  in  case  of  any  vacancy  during  tba 
receaa  of  the  Senate  in  any  office  which  the  Go- 
vernor has  power  lo  fill,  he  ab^ll  appoint  soma 
suitable  person  to  fill  said  office,  wh>>*e  eoiomia- 
I  sion  shall  continue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the 
.  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  or  until  aoaia 
other  person  Is  appoinlra  lo  the  same  office ;  and 
'  the  nominatl.'n  af  the  person  thu*  appointed  dur- 
:  ing  the  recess,  or  ut  some  other  pers-n  in  his 
!  pluce  sliall  be  made  to  the  Senate  within  thirty 
days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature. 
I  Ste.  14.  And  no  person,  afier  being  rejecledby 
I  the  Sei'ate,  shall  be  again  nominated  fuc  lb* 
I  same  office  at  the  vtXMi  wwutmiWiWia  ^^^*>  tc^ 
I  queal  of  tbft  BuAVb-,  twt  ii»l!t\A'*»  x^v*™***-"^ 


the  lame  office  dur 


g  the  nceu  of  Qie  Legiili' 

Stc.  15  All  cifilofficm  •ppohitn]  by  Ihe  Go- 
Tcrniir  and  Srnale,  ihall  be  nominaMd  to  tht 
Stnale  within  Gftcen  di>s  fniin  the  .  ..._ 
'  ment  of  eacli  regular  KUian  of  the  Lfgirl 
and  Iheir  tann  ot  office  shall  commence  on  th 
fint  Mondaj  of  Maj  next  eniuing  iheir  sppoiiil 
ment,  and  conlioue  tor  one  ;eir,  (unleu  itiej  sr 
•ooner  remoitd  from  office,)  or  until  iheir  siir 
ccesora  reipeclifelj,  quatifj  according  to  lau-. 

Sec  16.  The  QoTernor  mt;  impend  <ii  arre- 
anj  military  offii-erof  the  l!tiie,  fardiiuheditiir 
oforderi,  or  other  mllita^  offi-nce.ind  ria»  r« 
mote  him  in  puriuince  of  tbe  leDienee  of  3  com 
martial  i  and  maj  luipeud  or  renoTe  an;  civ 
officer  uhote  tenure  uf  office  ia  not  pbced  be 

C'  his  control  by  lome  other  pto*iiioii  or  Ihi 
lilUlion, 
'  Stt.  17.  The  Ootemor  may  coDTeiwIIie  Lcffii- 
lalure  or  the  ijenale  alone,  on  extraordinary  oc- 
casion); and  wheneier,  from  the  prelenre  of  an 
enemy,  or  from  any  other  cauie,  the  leai  <>r  Gu- 
remment  shall  become  an  untafe  place  Cor  \he 
neetingof  tlie  LeEislalure.  he  may  direct  llieir 
sessions  to  be  beld  at  acme  other  convenieiii 
place. 

See.  IS.  He  ihallfrom  timetotime,  inform  the 
Leg^istilureorthecondilion  of  the  Slate  and  le-i 
commend  to  their  con-Mleratloniuch  measures  ai 
be  may  judge  ntccMury  and  expedient. 

&c,  19.  He  shall  hiTe  power  tn  gran' rcpHcveB 
and  pardons,  (picepl  in  cases  of  impeacbmcni,; 
and  to  remit  fines  and  f-rfeitures  for  olTtnccs 
against  the  State)  but kkallin  every  ease  in  »hich 
he  exercises  this  power,  icport  lo  either  brnmh 
of  the  Leciiisiure,  wh«ne>cr  required,  ihe  peti- 
lions,  recorameridiitioDt  and  reasons,  which  in- 
fluence hia  deeisiuti. 

Sec.  20.  Pot  contingent  expf  ndilures,  rot  pro- 
Tided  for  by  law,  he  may  draw  from  the  iressnry 
such  '  uiiis  of  money  as  llie  ptiblic  senice  mi 
require,  proiided  Uist  (he  whole  amount  !<hall 
not  exceed  Ihoiisand  dullan  in  any  one 

year;  and  he  shall  iofarm  the  Legislaturs,  at  ihe 
commencement  of  each  regular  session,  of  the 
amount  of  the  sums  so  drawn,  the  putpa!.e»lD 
which  they  were  applied,  and  the  rvam^  oC  ihi 
persons  to  whom  thej  were  respeelinelj  piid. 

Sk-  31 .  And  the  OoTernor  ihilJ  retltie  at  thi 
seal  of  governoirnt,  in  order  thai  he  may  con 
slanlly  attend  lo  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shal 
receive  lor  his  senicea  an  annual  salary  of  foui 
thousand  dollars. 

Sw.Sa.  The  SecreUry  of  SUte  aball  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Goiemor,  by  and  with  tha  adrlc- 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall  continue  i 
office,  unless  sooner  remosed,  till  the  end  of  ih 
term  for  which  the  GoTcmor,  appointing  tiin 
was  elected,  or  imttl  his  MJccessor  shall  qualify 
and  shill  receite  such  annual   compeosstiun  I 


Mr,  SpRtaa  offered  a  auUlituta  for  the  report 
of  Ihe  gcntlenitn  Irom  Queen  Aiine'e.  (Mr. 
Oruon,]  which  suhatitute  was  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  eiecutlTe  power  of  thb 
Btate  shall  be  Tested  in  a  ehitf  maiislrala  wtw 
shall  be  ttyled  Ihe  Ootemor  of  IhaStata  atK»- 

See.  3.  The  Gnt  election  for  GoTcrnor,  in  p«r- 
>f  this  GODSiiluiitm.  ahall  be  held  at  lb* 


may  be  fixed  by  the  Legulalure. 
Stc.  23    And  he  shall  carefull] 
aerre  a  record  of  all  official  executive  bcI«  and 

Erocei- dings,  and  shall  lay  Ibe  same  before  tlthei 
ranch  of  iba  Legislature  whenever  lequired, 
and  aboU  perftmn  wich  olbet  duUat  u  may  be 


in  every  lounh  year 
'  ti.ereafteri  and  eisry  fiee  while  msJe  citins, 
'  pof-seasing  Ihe  l^al  quslificalioni  of  electors  t^ 
I  this  State,  shall  he  entitled  to  vole  for  Gaverwr. 

Stc.  3.  The  raluma  of  every  election  for  Go*- 
enior,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  ahall  be 
made  oul,  sealed  up  and  IraDsmitied  lo  Ihe  teat 
of  govemmenl,  and  directed  10  the  Speaker  tt 
the  House  of  Delegate*,  who  shall,  during  Iha 
first  week  of  ti.e  Bail  session  of  Ihe  Legiihluie 
thereafXer,  open  and  publish  them  in  the  pieiei  ce 
of  bulii  Houses  of  Ihe  Legi-lature :  and  Ibe  peraa 
haling  the  highest  oumler  of  legal  void,  aod 
being conslitulionally  eligible,  shall  be  declared 
by  tbe  Speaker,  under  the  direction  of  the  l^egi*- 
Uture,  to  be  Governor  ■,  bul  if  two  or  more  pei^ 
SODS  shall  have  the  highest,  and  an  equal  nuDibcr 
of  votes.  oi.«  of  them  hhati  be  immediately  cho- 
sen Governor  by  joint  vote  of  both  Houns  of 
Ihe  Lf gitlalure.  Lonlcsled  eleciions  for  Goveiv 
or  shall  be  determined  by  both  H>  uses  of  Uie  U- 
gislature. 

See.  4.  The  Governor  ahall  hold  hia  office  tor 
Ihe  term  of  four  years  fiom  the  Gist  Monday  ot 
January,  e'^hteen  hui.dnd  and  fifly-lhrre,  si.d 
for  the  same  lerm,  and  fmm  the  same  day.  ia 
every  foutth  year  thrteafter,  and  until  his  soe- 
cessor  ihallbeduly  qualiG<d. 

ice.  5.  Noperson  who  shall  be  hereafter  elect- 
ed Governor  of  this  Stale,  in  pursuance  of  iba 
provisionsof  this  constiiution.  and  shall  act  u 
such,  shall  be  again  eligible  until,  and  after  Iba 
expirsliun  of  the  next  succeeding  six  yeart;  be 
shall  be,  at  least  thirty  vears  of  age,  a  nsliie 
bom  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  a  citizen  of  Ikil 
State  for  tea  conieculiva  yeara  and  an  actual  t^ 
sidentof  the  gubernawnil  district  from  whicb 
he  may  hi  tskei>,  Ibrte  whole  years  next  preceed- 
ing  his  election. 

Sec.  G.  The  first  Governor  elected  under  the 

SroTisions  of  Ihi*  constiiution,  bhall  be  taken 
-om  Ihe  counties  of  Saint  Mary's,  Charles,  <al- 
verl.  Prince  Geo;^.  Anno  Arundel,  (iocludisc 
the  Cl^y  of  Annapolis,)  Honlgomerj  and  ih* 
City  of  Baltimore ;  which  said  counties  and  diy, 
s)>a1l,  together  constitute  and  he  known  as  lbs 
FJtat  Gubernatcrial  District:  at  the  lecond  elec- 
tion he  shall  he  la.'ienfiom  the  couaties  uf  Cecil, 
Kent,  Queen  Anna ,  Caroline,  Talbot,  Dorrhv 
ler,  Somerset  and   Worcetter,  which  taid  eous- 

be  known  ■■  ibe  Second  Gubernatorial  Diatricl; 
and  it  thn  third  eleotiun  he  shall  be  taken  fn* 
tlwoaunlleaofS«ltii»ore)Htrford,CairDU,  FM- 
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hington  and  Allegaoy,  which  uid 

all,  in  like  manner,  together  oomti- 

knowD,  as  the  Third  uubematorial 

e  shall,  at  stated  times,  recei?e  a 
>n  for  bis  services,  which  shall  not  be 
'dimioibhed  during  the  term  for  which 
'e  been  elected,  which  compensation 

dollars  per  annum. 
b  person  holding  the  ofBee  of  Oo?- 
hold  any  other  office  or  commission 
itarj.  nor  receive  the  perquisites,  or 
the  perquisites,  of  any  other  office, 
e  shall  be  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
id  navy  of  this  State,  and  of  the  mill- 
when  they  may  be  called  into  the  ser- 
United  States;  and  shall,  (by  and 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,)  ap- 
oromis^ion  all  the  officers  of  the  miii- 
I  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name 
authoiityof  the  State  of  Maryland, 
ith  the  seal  of  the  State,  signed  ny 
or,  and  attestej)  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  seal  of  the  State  heretofore  used 
til  be  the  future  seal  of  this  State  and 
the  Governor  and  used  by  him  offici- 

He  may  by  proclamation,  should  the 
encies  require  it,  convene  the  Legisla- 
seat  of  Government,  or  at  a  different 
Id  the  seat  of  Government  be  at  the 

I  by  any  infectious  di«ease,  or  be  in 
possession  of  a  public  enpmy ;  and 

nbled  be  shall,  in  writing,  state  to 
irposes  for  which  they  were  assembled; 
lall  transact  no  legislative  businesa 
that  for  which  they  were  so  especially 

He  sliall  reside  at  the  seat  of  €rov- 
nd  the  city  of  Annapolis  shall  continue 
at  of  Government  of  ihis  State. 
He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  gi?e  to 
ature  information  in  writing,  of  the 
Government,  and  recommend  to  their 
[>n  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  ex- 
He  shall  takd  care  that  the  laws  be 
ixccuted. 

He  shall  have  power  to  grant  nolle 
and,  after  conviction  to  grant  re- 
mmutations  and  pardons,  for  all  offen- 
.  treason  and  cases  of  impeachment. 
Bonditiuns,  restrictions,  and  limitations 
think  pioper,  subject,  nevertheless,  to 
itions  as  may  be  provided  by  law  rela- 
manner  of  applying  for  pa. dons;  and, 
rules  as  the  legislature  shall  prescribe, 
lave  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeit- 
iases  of  treason,  be  shall  have  power 
th  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  grant 
ind  pardons;  and  he  may,  in  the  recess 
ate.  suspend  the  execution  of*  the  sen- 

the  next  meeting  of  ihe  Legislature, 
e  shall  report  the  case,  and  the  Legis- 

II  either  pardon  or  commute  the  fecn- 
ct  tlie  execution  of  the  sentence,  or 
jrther  reprieve.  He  shall  annually 
ate  to  the  Lea  isl ature  the  number  of 
•ftiies  grantea  during  the  year,  and 


alfo  each  eaie  of  repriaTe,  commntation  and 
pardon  granted  for  the  oune  time,  and  he  shall 
state  the  name  of  the  convict,  the  crime  of  which 
he  was  conviclad,  the  sentence  and  its  date,  and 
the  date  of  the  commutation,  suspension,  pairdon 
or  repriTC. 

5ee.  14.  Ha  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies in  the  civil  offices  of  the  go?emment  which 
ma?  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature; 
and  all  such  appointments,  so  made,  shall  be  Talkl 
and  remain  good  to  the  end  of  the  first  session  of 
the  Legislature  thereafler. 

^e.  15.  He  shall  nominate  and  by  and  with 
the  adTice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  snail  ap- 
point all  officers  of  the  State  whose  offices  are, 
or  may  be  created  by  law,  and  whoae  appoint- 
ment shall  not  be  otherwise  provided  for  by  the 
Constitution  and  form  of  pvemment,  or  by  any 
law  not  inconsbtent  with  the  Constitution  and 
form  of  |ovemment. 

See.  16.  He  may  remora  any  of  the  civil  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  of  his  appoii  tment, 
upon  satis&otory  evidence  of  any  maueaaance  in 
office,  but  shall  report  every  such  case  to  the  Le- 
gislature at  the  next  session  thereafter. 

See.  17.  He  may  call  out  the  militia  to  repel 
invasion,  suppi  ess  insurrection,  and  to  enforce, 
if  needs  be,  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

See.  18.  Theresballbeacontifgentfuodof 
dollars  placed  at  the  control  of  we  Governor,  to 
be  expended  bv  him  for  such  purposer  only  as 
may  appear  to  nlm  necessary  to  the  faithful'dis- 
charge  of  his  duties,  and  he  shall  report  annual- 
ly to  the  I^egislature  the  amount  expended,  the 
object  and  purpoeea  for  which  said  amount  so  ex- 
pended, was  incurred. 

Su,  19.  The  Governor  before  he  entc^rs  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office  shall,  in  the  presence  of 
both  Housea  of  the  legblature,  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  oath  :  1  do  solemnlv  swear 
or  affirm  upon  the  Holy  Evangily  of  Almighty 
God  that  1  will  fupp(»rt  the  C'nhtitution  and  laws 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  so  help  me  God. 
See.  SO.  There  shall  also  be  a  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, who  shall  be  chosen  at  every  election  for 
Governor,  by  the  same  persons,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  and  from  the  same  gubematiirial  dis- 
trict, who  shall  continue  in  o(noe  for  the  same 
time  and  possesa  the  same  qualifications.  In  vot- 
ing for  governor  and  lieutenant  governor,  the 
electors  shall  distinguish  for  whom  they  vote  as 
lieutenant  governor.  (The  lieutenant  governor 
shall,  by  viirtue  of  his  office,  be  president  of  the 
Senate,  and  shall,  when  the  Senate  is  equally  di- 
vided give  the  casting  vote.)-  In  case  of  the 
death,  resignation,  removal  from  office,  inabi  ity 
or  refusal  of  the  governor  to  serve,  or  of  bis  im- 
peachment, or  absence  from  the  State,  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  shall  exercise  the  power  and 
authority  appertaining  to  the  office  of  gn?emor, 
until  another  be  chosen  at  the  periodical  elec- 
tion, and  be  duly  qualified,  or  until  the  governor 
impeached,  absent  or  disabled,  shall  be  acquitted, 
return,  or  disability  be  removed. 

See  2L  Whenever  the  government  shall  be 
administered  by  the  lieutenant  govertior.  or  he 
shall  be  enabled  to  attend, as  Premdent  cf  the  ^e- 
I  nate,  the   Senate  shall  elect  one  oC  tfamx  ^s«<eL 
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memben  as  President  for  the  time  being;  and  if 
during  the  ? acancj  of  the  office  of  goTerooFf  the 
lieutenant  g^oTen-or  shall  die,  resign,  refuse  to 
cerrey  or  be  remuTed  from  office,  or  be  unable  to 
«erve,  or  if  he  shall  be  impeached,  or  be  ab««nt 
from  the  State,  the  President  of  tiie  Senate  for 
the  time  being,  shall,  in  like  manner,  administer 
the  government  until  be  shall  l>e  superseded  by 
a  governor,  or  lieutenant  governor.  The  lieuten- 
ant goTemor  shall,  whilst  he  acts  as  President  of 
the  Senate,  receive  fur  his  services  the  compen- 
sation which  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  HepresentatiTes  and  no  more;  and 
during  the  time  he  shall  administer  the  goTem- 
ment  as  govenior,  he  shall  receive  the  same  com* 
pensation  which  the  governnr  would  have  receiv- 
ed for  the  same  time.  1'he  President  of  tlie  Sen- 
ate for  the  time  being,  shall,  in  like  manner,  du- 
ring the  time  he  shall  administer  the  government 
receive  the  same  compensation  which  the  gov- 
ernor would  have  receiTed.  If  the  lieutenant 
CpoTemor  shall  tie  required  to  administer  the  gov- 
ernment, and  shall,  whilst  in  such  administra^ 
tion,  die,  resign,  or  be  absent  from  the  State  du- 
ring the  recei»s  of  the  legislature,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  convene  the 
Seuste  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  President 
for  the  time  being. 

See.  22.  There  shall  be  an  Attorney-General 
of  the  State,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  there  shall  be  a  Secretary  of  State, 
ivho  shall  also  be  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, both  of  whom  shall  continue  in  office  durincr 
term  of  service  of  the  Governor,  by  whom  they 
shall  be  so  appointed;  subject  nevertheless,  to  re- 
moval for  cause,  and  the  Secretary  shall  keep  a 
fair  register  of  all  official  acts,  and  proceedings 
of  the  Governor,  and  shall,  whenever  required, 
lay  the  same  and  ail  papers,  minutes  and  vouch- 
ers relative  thereto,  bifore  the  Legislature,  or 
either  House  tiiereofi  and  shall  perform  surh 
other  duties}  as  msy  be  required  of  him  by  law. 
He  shall  receive  as  compensation  for  his  servi- 
ces such  sum  per  annum,  as  the  Legislature  ma^ 
by  law  allow;  but  which  shall  neither  be  incteas- 
ed  or  diminished  during  the  term  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  appointed. 

Ste,  23.  The  Governor  shall,  in  no  case  what- 
ever, have  the  power  to  remit  any  portion  of  the 
principal  or  interest  of  any  debt  or  debts  which 
may  be  due  to  this  State,  except  in  cases  of  fines 
and  forfeitures. 

See.  24.  Nominations  to  fill  all  vacancies  that 
may  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and 
which  the  Governor  baa  the  power  to  make, 
shall  be  made  to  the  Senate  at  least'  twent/days 
before  the  end  of  the  neit  bession  theresAer;  ai  d 
should  any  nomination  so  made,  be  rejected  by 
the  Senate,  the  same  individual  shall  net  again 
be  nominated  during  the  session,  except  at  the 
request  of  the  Seiiate,  to  fill  the  same  office;  nor 
be  appointed  to  the  i^ame  office  during  the  recess 
of  the  Seiiate.  And  ^hould  the  Govenior  fail  to 
make  nominations  to  tili  any  vacancv  existing 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate,  which  vacancy 
wBj  iuLfe  occurred  during  iti  leoeas,  «u.cU  ^afiaa- 


cy  shall  not  be  filled  dntll  the  next  mating  of 
the  Senate. 

See  25.  A  Treasurer  and  Comptroller  of  public 
accounts  shall  be  elected  by  the  joint  ballot  of 
both  Houses  of  the  Legblature  at  ita  JiiMiary 
session,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  at 
every  (quarternian)  session  thereafter;  and  in 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  either  of  B»id  offices,  duriw 
the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  aueh  Taeancy  sbaU 
be  filled  by  the  Governor,  whieh  appoihtmeDt 
shall  continue  until  the  close  of  the  next  sessioo 
of  the  Legislature  thereafter. 

See.  v6.  The  Governor  shall  tranaact  all  exe- 
cutive business  with  the  officers  of  Government, 
civil  and  military, aid  may  require  iolbniiati-a 
in  writing  from  the  officers  of  the  executive  de- 
partment upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  datjei 
of  their  respective  offiots. 

See.  27,  Whenever  the  Governor  shall,  with 
the  consent  of  the  l^islature,  be  out  of  the  Stale 
in  time  of  war,  at  the  beau  of  any  military  foree 
thereof,  he  shall,  nevarthelesa,  continue  Cooi- 
mander-iii-Chief  of  the  military  force  of  the  btate. 

The  substitute  hdving  been  read. 

The  questiofi  recuirm)  on  the  original  report  of 
Mr.  GaASON,  which  was  taken  up  by  aectfoes. 

And  the  first  section  was  taken  op  aa  follovi : 

See.  1  The  Executive  power  of  the  Stste 
shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  whose  term  of  o^ 
fice  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  Jimh 
ary  next  ensuing  hn  election,  and  coffitimis  (or 
three  years,  or  until  his  luccesoor  afaail  havi 
qualified  by  taking  the  oath  herein  prescribed. 

Mr.  DoRsxT  moved  to  amend  said  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Executive  Departineni,  byia- 
serting  after  the  word  **  Governor,*'  in  the  seeoad 
line,  first  section,  the  followliig : 

*'To  be  chosen  by  an  electoral  college,  ccinsist- 
ing  of  one  elector  from  the  city  of  fialtimore;  and 
one  from  each  of  the  several  ouunties  of  the  ^aie, 
which  election  of  Governor  shall  be  by  teliot, 
and  the  person  receiving  a  majurity  of  all  the 
electoral  votes  heieby  authorised  to  be  gives, 
shall  he  declared  duly  elected;  and  the  number  of 
ballots  or  votes  which  each  elector  shall  put  into 
the  ballot  box,  shall  be  as  follows :  The  elector 
from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  shall  give  six  votes; 
from  Baltimore  county,  four  votes,  from  Freder- 
i'.'k  county,  four  votes;  from  Anne  Arundel  c<iU8- 
ty  three  voles;  from  Washington  county,  three 
votes;  from  A I  egany  county,  two  votes;  Somer- 
set county,  two  votes;  Worcester  county,  two 
votes;  Prince  George^s  county,  two  votes;  Car- 
roll county,  two  votes;  Harford  county,  two 
votes;  Cecil  county,  two  votes;  Dorchester  oouo- 
ly.  two  votef ;  Ci<arles  county,  two  votes;  Moot* 
gomery  county,  two  votes;  Queen  Artne^  couirty, 
one  vote;  St.  Maiv's  county,  one  vote;  Talbot 
county,  one  vote;  Kent  county,  one  vote;  Canh 
line  county,  one  vote;  and  Calvert  county,  one 
vote. 

Mr.  Gassovmade  a  few  remarks,  (which  will 
be  published  hereafter.) 

I'he  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  DoRSBY. 

Mr.  Crambcrs,  of  Kent,  called  for  a  divisioa 
of  the  question  so  as  to  allow  a  distinot  vote  Is 
be  takei^  as  to  the  mode  of  electing  the  Govar- 


DOT — wbclhar  it  ihould  be  bj  Ihe  popular  tote 
or  by  col  ep. 

The  iliTiiion  wm  ordered. 

Mr.  UoMET  itid,  he  had  on  ■  former  oecHion 
exprcnad  hti  reMun*  for  dairing;  ■  change  io  Ihe 
BMile  of  elecLing  a  Goiernor.  He  would  not 
tieapan  on  Uia  time  ot  ihe  Coavenljoa  bj  repeet- 


^r  S't 


Mr.  HiTCBiii.  said; 

That  a^  far  u  ha  undenlood  Iha  bi'itar;  of  (he 
Suie,  the  conniiea  of  d  MaFj'i  and  K«nt  were 
tba  orifinal  Siale.  In  consideralion  of  Ih'n  Tact. 
be  wouM  su^rit  ai  an  act  of  Kineroiil;  and 
(rare  on  iha  part  oT  the  Con<Fntii>n,  that  each 
or  tbeee  counliei  ahould  be  allowed  Iwenlj  lote*. 
[Lauflitar  ] 

Tm  quiaiion  then  recurred,  and  «ai  taken  on 
tba  SrKt  tiraneh  uf  the  amaDdmcDtofMr.  Doa- 
SBi,  in  iheae  worda: 

•■Ti>  be  uhoaan  br  an  electoral  college." 

Mi.  Wiaa  atk'd  the  ysu  aod  uji, 

'Which  «cn  ordered, 

And  being  taken,  reiulled  ai  rollow*: 

■^^Ermfiir— Vlraan.  Chapman,  Frea't,  Chim- 
beraufKeit  Dorfev,  WalU,  Keiit,Band,9priEg, 
HcCubbiD  aiMl  Fookt— 9. 

Jifigalut—^tmn.  Blakiitine,  Dent,  Hope- 
well, Kicaud,  Lee,  Miicliell.  DonaltUon, Randall, 
Sellmao.  VVeemi,  Udlrvmple,  Sollen,  Jenifer. 
Bell.  Welch,  RIdnly.  Llojd.  Colalnn.  Dishiell, 
Hicka,  Hodson,  Guldibo rough,  Ecc Into n, Chan- 
ben  of  Cecil,  McCullough,  Miller,  Bowie  How- 
ling, Spencer,  Gra-oo,  George,  McMaiter. 
Thomaa  ShiiTer,  Gallher,  Biter.    Annan,  Sap- 

C'o^Um,  Strphenion,  McHenrj,  Migraw,  Thaw- 
f ,  Hardcaaile,  Uwimi,  Brant  of  Baltimore  cilj, 
Slierwaori  of  Baltimore  c  Lj,  Preutman,  Waie, 
Behlej.  Fierj.  Neill,  John  Newcomer.  Michael 
Newconidr,  Weber,  KollTday,  Slieer,  Parke, 
E^t,  (.'oekej  and  Br^wn— 60. 

So  the  firat  branch  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
DoBMi  wee  rrjeeted. 

The    real  oi    the  prapotition  of  Mr.  Dowti 
fall,  the  flnt  brancli  baring  been  rejected. 
,  Somecoaienition  followed   in  relation  to  Ibe 
order  of  iimceeding. 

Mr.  DoaaaT  moved  an  amendment,  (ai  to  the 
day  of  Ihe  election, )  which  ameDtlmeot,  he  aaid, 
had  bean  made  neceaiarj  by  the  artion  of  the 
CooTention  in  relation  to  the  day  of  the  meeting 
of  the  lagiilatiire.  As  onginatlj  reported,  the 
bill  waa  fll  right.    Tha  charge  had  been  made 

Mr.  G»i0H  waa  not,  he  said,  in  the  Conren- 
tion  when  ihe  time  waa  fixed  tor  the  mealing  ol 
(be  leiiilamre.  He  would  prefer  the  lecoiid 
Wednewlay  in  January. 

Mr.  Uoasar  accepted  the  modification. 

The  amendmenl  wee  agreed  la 

The  quaalioii  wii  then  itMied  to  be  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  OauoH  to  tlrike  out  three  yein,  (ai 
tua  term  of  the  go»ernor.)  and  insert  four. 

Mr.  Juivu  bfiely  luittiiMJ  ttie  notiuD. 


uBsreedU 
n  tEe  moll 


Mr.  Shkcu  called  for  adirtuon  of  theqaes- 
tion  on  striking  out; 
Whicb  waaoi dared. 
The  ycai  and  naja   were  aaked   and  ordered. 

Being  taken,  reiulled  aa  roltowa: 

•IjRnNnliM— Menu.  Cbapman,  Fra'at,  Blakia- 
tone.  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Charoben 
of  Kant,  Mitchell,  Doiialdaon,  Dortey,  Wella, 
Randall,  Kent,  Weemi,  Dalrymple,  Bond,  Jeni- 
fer. Bell,  Helch.  Rii'gely,  Ciiifleld,  Dashiell, 
Hicka,  Hodson,  Goldiborough,  Eccleeton.  Bowir, 
F=prigg,  McCubbiTi,  Bpwling,  Spencer,  Graion, 
Oeerge,  McMaaier,  Foika.  1  homaa,  Gaither, 
Annan  Sappingtui.,  Thawley.Hardca>lle,8chley, 
Tiery.  Neil/,  John  Newcomer,  DaTi*,  Weber, 
Hollidav.  Slieer,  Fge  and  Cuckey— 51. 

J^tfBtivt — Meura.  Lloyd,  Coliton,  Chamben, 
nf  Cecil  MeCullougli,  MllJer.  Shrirer,  Biaer, 
I  Stephenion,  McHemy  Magnw,  Owinn,  Brent  of 
'  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood,  of  Baltimore  city, 
Prrai<  man.  Ware,  Michael  Neweomer,  Parka 
and  Brown — IB. 

So  the  motion  to  airiks  oi 

Thequciiion  then  recurred  oi 
Mr.  GataoH  to  intert  "four"  yeari. 

Mr.  Eoi  moved  "two  yeara." 

The  quaation  wai  taken  on  the  raoliOD  10  In- 
aert '■four"yean,  and 

The  reaull  waa  as  followl: 

of  K. 

Rai>da>l,  Kent,  Weems,  Jer 
shiell,  Hicka,  Hodson,  Goldiboruugli,  Eceleatoa, 
Bowie,  Sprigg.  McCubbin.  Spencer,  Graaoo, 
George,  Mctlaater,  Fook',  Thoinaa.  Annan,  Mo- 
Henry,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer, 
Dans,  Holljday  and  Slieer— 39. 


Cecil,  McCullough,  Miller,  Bowling,  Bbrinr, 
Gaitber,  Biaer.  Sappington,  Stephenton,  Hard- 
castle,  Gwinn,  Brent  oi  Baltimore  city,  8l-er- 
wood  of  Baltimore  city.  PreWman,  Ware,  Web- 
er, Parke,  Ege,  Cuckey  and  Brown— 37. 

So  the  motion  to  insert  ''four''  yetn,  waa 
agreed  to. 

And  then  the  CoDTentioD  adjounked  unlil  to- 
morrow at  tea  o'clock. 


Rimarla  of  Mr   Cvnitabit,  MartX  ilh,  m  Uu  m»~ 

tiun  madt  ty  him  to  ilrikt  mt  e  portiim  (/  Ikr 

auutubntnt  tf  Mr.  Oearge,     [Bit  prDcenfiva  ef 

JiarA  5] 

Mr.  CoMtTABLi  was  understood  to  say,  that, 
when  the  ConveDlion,  on  Friday  laat,  reconaider- 
rd  Ihe  eeclion  proposed  by  the  geiitlemao  from 
Queen  Anne-a,  (Mr.  George,)  be,  {Mr.  C.,)  had 
uliared  a  aubstiiute.  with  ttie  underaianding  that 
tbe  aubJ-'Ct  would  he  poalponed  to  a  future  day, 
offaen  he  hiiped  to  be  able  to  lake  lome  part  in 
tbe  disrussion.  In  ibi*,  bowerer,  he  waa  diaap- 
poiolad,  a*  111  healtb  atiU  tdsioiu>b«&^iim.Vi  &- 
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stain  from  mingling  in  debate.  Without  then  at- 
tempting to  open  a  ditcussion  of  the  seTeral 
important  propositions  contained  in  bis  substitute 
— lor  he  did  not  even  intend  to  propose  them  for 
consideration  at  this  time— he  would  endeaTor 
▼ery  brifly  to  state  some  of  hi«  objections  to,  the 
Jvnt  branch  of  the  frtwnt  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Queen  Anne^,  and  for  which  be 
proposed  to  offer  \htfint  ot  his  propositions  as  a 
substitute.  And  he  was  gratified  to  find  that 
there  was  now  far  less  disagreement  between  the 
▼iews  of  that  gentleman,  aa  shown  bj  the  remod- 
eling Ihu  morning  of  his  amendment,  and  those 
expressed  in  his,  [Mr.  C*s.,1  substitute.  Indeed, 
the  section  as  now  amended  by  that  gentleman, 
was  not  only  essentially  different,  but  in  one  re- 
spect, ^and  that  quite  important,]  waa  a  counter 
proposition.  The  whole  of  the  sccomi  branch  of 
the  original,  as  submitted  by  that  gentleman,  and 
once  adopted  by  the  Conyeiition,  was  Ifl  oW 
of  the  section  as  amended  by  him  this  morning, 
while  the  fint  branch  of  it  was  so  modified  as  to 
render  it  much  less  obnoiious.  In  fitci,  tlie  arti- 
cle as  now  amended,  approximated  nearer  to  hisj 
[Mr.  C*8m]  substitute  than  to  the  original  of  the 
gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^.  But  there  still 
remained  one  point  of  difference  between  them, 
and  which  he,  [Mr  C ,]  regarded  as  of  essential 
importance.  The  firH  branch  of  the  section,  as 
Duw  amended  by  the  gentleman,  proposed  to  \\a^ 
it  thti  power  to  contract  debt  by  fixing  a  mtanmwii 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  while  the  origi- 
nal conferred  the  power  without  such  limitation  ; 
both,  however,  required  Xbat  a  tax  should  be  im- 
posed suffi<*ient  to  pay  the  accruing  annual  inte- 
rest and  discharge  the  principal  in  fifteen  years. 
Now,  while  he  thanked  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Amicus  f.*r  this  concession,  still  it  did  not 
come  up  I  >  what  he,  [Mr.  C]  considered  as  the 
proper  and  necessary  restricti^iU  of  the  power. 
For,  said  Mr.  C,  [  reicard  ihe  withholding  from 
the  Legislatuie  of  all  power  to  coiitract  debt  ex- 
cept in  the  emergencies  of  Invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion, as  the  only  true  and  reliable  iaftguard  He 
also  adverted  to  the  fact  that  this  branch  of  the 
amendment  contained  no  specification  of  the  objtcU 
for  which  debts  might  be  contracted,  and  remarked 
that  he  did  not  know  that  he  would  object  to  the 
power  to  negotiate  temporary  loans,  when  neces- 
sary, to  meet  an  unexpected  deficit  in  the  reve- 
nue, although  he  feared  that  this  very  facility  for 
supplying  such  deficit  might  sometimes  have  a 
tendency  to  cause  one.  ouch  was  the  general 
course  with  individuals,  and  the  same  might  oe 
indicated  in  regard  to  States.  But  here  the  pow- 
er is  not  confined  by  any  declared  jnarpou  and 
may  consequently  be  exerted  for  any  and  every 
object  within  the  whole  range  of  legislative  ac- 
tion. 

Not  only  was  it  objectionable  in  this  respect, 
but  the  professed  limitation  of  the  powerby  at 
maximvm  amount  of  any  such  debt,  as  that  it  shall 
not.  ai  any  time,  exceed  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  he  regaidrd  as  delusive  A  much  larger 
authority  lurks  under  the  words  of  this  grant,  than 
many  may  suppose.  Any  amount  ttiat  the  peo- 
ple wiii  endure  to  be  taxed  fbt  may,  in  a  series  of 


The  roll  was  called,  and  the  journal  of  veslcr- 
jeun,  be  borrowed  tinder  t)ua  mieiiAineuX.  tlA\^vf  ^ma  t«ad^  and  nferal  cvmciioos  oaviDC 


contracting  of  one  such  debt— the  borrowing  at 
one  time  of  one  hundred  thousand  would  not  ex- 
haust the  power,  but  only  operate  as  a  temporsry 
suspension  of  it  until  the  revenue  raised  by  taxa- 
tion, or  derived  from  some  other  aouree,  should 
discharge  the  debt  And  why  may  not  this  be 
done  every  year?  Thus  a  suoceeaion  of  debts 
within  Ihe  amount  specified,  be  eootracted  and 
paid  off  during  each  year  by  a  triflipg  tax.  until 
millions  had  been  borrowed  and  improvidently 
squandered.  Any  authority  which  might  bring 
about  such  a  condition  of  tbiugs,  waa  not  only  to 
be  deprecated,  but  was  scarcely  less  objectioo- 
able  than  a  power  to  borrow  to  any  one  vear.  a 
sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
without  the  condition  that  a  tax  ahouli'  be  ioi- 
posed  when  the  debt  was  contracted.  In  either 
case,  the  Legislature  might  exert  the  power  with 
equal  ftcility,  and  he  frared  to  an  improper  ex- 
tent. In  both  cases  the  burdens  on  the  peopis 
who  have  to  pay  might  be  onerous,  and  as  little 
relished  as  their  ptesent  heaTy  taxea.  The  chief 
difference  consisting  rather  of  the  time  when  they 
should  be  taxed,than  as  to  the  amount — ^whether, 
immediately,  the  small  sum  necessary  lb  each 
year  to  re-emburse  the  principal  and  intereit, 
or  a  larger  amount  at  a  future  and  remote  tine. 

Such  a  consideration,  Mr.  C.  said,  waa  not,  ia 
his  judgment,  a  sufficient  restraint  on  this  power. 
Wherever  it  exists  as  in  the  counttea,  where  the 
amount  borrowed  b  paid  by  taxes  imposed  dar- 
ing the}  ear,  it  has  never  been  regarded  as  sn 
omtacle  or  check  on  the  power  to  borrow  sod 
contract  debt 

Mr.  C  said,  that  he  desired  the  most  stringrac 
and  effective  limitation  of  this  power— that  irath- 
ing  but  the  higher  public  exigencies  should  call 
it  into  being.  He  would,  therefore  move  to 
strike  out  the  first  branch  of  the  section  aa  amend- 
ed by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Queen  Aune^,  with  i 
view  to  substitute  the  following: 

"  The  Legitlatwre  ahaU  have  no  power  la  eomtrtct 
debti  or  borrow  money,  except  to  repel  ineessoa  w 
imwrruAonJ'* 

Mr.  C.  remarked,  in  conclusion,  that  the  other 
propositions  of  which  he  had  given  notice  in  bit 
substitute,  relaied  to  the  gent-ml  powers  of  Ian- 
lion  and  approprialwn  for  State  purposes,  to  a 
proper  enumeration  uf  the  vwrpoeee  as  well  as  the 
euhjecU  of  the /(irmcr,  and  the  appropriate  limita- 
tion uf  the  loiter.  These  he  should  not  now  pie- 
sent  or  attempt  to  di8cu>s,  for  the  reason  already 
indicated,  but  be  would  otter  them  for  considen- 
tion  when  the  subject  again  came  before  tbs 
CoBveDtion. 


SATURDAY,  Mareh  8th,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 
Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gaairrr. 
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been  made  therein,  not  afieotin^  any  matten  er- 
loueouslj  set  forth  in  the  Register,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  CaisriBLD  presented  a  petition  of  Edward 
Burfbrd,  and  aixtj-two  others,  citixens  of  Somer- 
set county,  to  restrict  the  issuing  of  licenses  to 
sell  liquor,  unless  the  same  be  approTed  by  a 
majority  of  the  voters  of  tlie  election  dbtrict,  in 
which  the  license  is  to  be  used. 

Mr.  RiDGCLT  presented  the  petition  of  seventy 
citizens  of  Baltimore  county,  praying  con^tiUi- 
tiofial  protection  against  the  tale  of  spirituous 
liquor,  without  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  Toters 
in  the  neighborhood,  and 

Mr.  WikBca  presented  a  petition  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  seventy- two  citixens  of  Allegany 
county  of  similar  import; 

Which  were  severally  read,  and 

Referred  to  the  select  committee  already  ap« 
pointed  on  that  tubJAct. 

GOvtaNoa^s  term  op  oppicb. 

Mr.  BocHANAN  rose  and  said  : 

He  was  detained  fiom  his  seat  in  the  Conven- 
tion on  yesterday  from  indisposition 

He  had  been  informed  that,  in  his  absence  a 
Tote  of  the  Convention  had  been  taken,  establish- 
ing quadrennial  elections  of  Governor.  To  thb, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  altogether  opposed,  and  if  he 
bad  been  present,  woiUd  assuredly  have  voted 
against  the  proposition. 

One  of  the  great  objects  of  the  people,  as  he 
understood  it,  \n  demanding  the  convocation  of 
the  Convention,  was  that  the  terms  of  services  of 
public  functionaries  might  be  abridged  rather 
than  enlarged.  ^Mr.  B.  was  in  favor  of  the  pre- 
sent term  of  three  years.  Mr.  B.  then  gave 
notice  that  at  the  proper  time  he  would  move  a 
re  consideration  of  ihe  vote  of  yesterday,  for  the 
purpose  ot  offering  an  amendment,  providing  for 
election  of  Governor  every  three  years. 

The  motion  was  entered  on  the  journal. 

CLCRKS,  RCGISTEIIS,  BTC 

Mr.  Davis  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yesterday,  on  the 
first  section  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
Legislative  Department,  and  adopted  by  the  Con- 
vention, in  relation  to  the  fees  and  perquisites  of 
oflEice,  now .  payable  to  the  Clerks  and  Registers 
of  the  several  courts  of  law  and  equity,  A^, 

The  motion  was  entered  on  the  journal. 

THE  EXECUTIVE    DEPAETMEVT. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
report  made  by  iVlr  Grasun,  as  chairman  of  the 
commillte  on  the  executive  department. 

The  pending  question  was  on  iht  adoption  of 
the  firsi  sectiun  uf  the  said  report. 

After  a  verbal  amendment  made, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grason, 

The  section  was  adopted. 

The  second  section  of  the  report  was  then  read 
as  follows: 

Su.  2.  The  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  dele- 

E tea  to  the  General  Assembly,  shall  meet  on  the 
it  Wednesday  of  October,  in  the  year  eif^toen 
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hundred  and  fifty-three,  and  on  the  same  day  and 
month  in  every  third  year  thereafter,  at  the 
places  where  they  are  entitled  to  vote  for  dele- 

gates,  and  elect  a  Governor;  the  election  to  be 
eld  in  the  same  manner  as  the  election  of  dele- 
gates, and  the  returns  thereof,  under  seal,  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates, and  enclosed  and  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Sute,  by  whom  or  bv  the  Executive,  they 
shall  be  delivered  to  tlie  ssid  Speaker  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  of  the  legblature  next 
ensuing  said  election. 

Mr.  G.  offered  as  a  substitate  for  said  faction, 
the  following: 

Secfum  2.  The  first  election  for  governor,  un- 
der this  constitution,  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Wednesdsy  in  November,  in  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  and  on  the  same  day 

and  month  in  every  fourth  year  thereaiter,  at 
the  places  of  voting  for  delegates  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  every  penton,  qualified  to 
vote  for  delegates  shall  be  qualified  and  entitled 
to  vote  for  governor;  the  election  to  be  held  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  election  of  delmtes,  and 
the  returns  thereof,  under  seal,  to  be  aodressed  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  H'ti^e  of  Delegates,  and  en- 
closed and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  delivered  to  the  said  Speaker  at  Ihe  com- 
mencement of  the  session  oi  the  legislature  next 
ensuing  said  election. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  the  substitute  contained  no 
new  provisions,  but  it  was  merely  made  a  little 
more  simple  and  clear.  He  had  left  out  the 
time  at  which  the  first  election  for  governor  un- 
der the  new  Constitution  should  take  place,  be* 
cause  the  Convention  was  thin,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  one  which  he  desired  shojid  be  discuss- 
ed when  there  was  a  full  attendanoe. 

Mr.DoKALDsoN  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne**,  (Mr.  Grason,)  to  leave  blank  the 
day  of  election  as  well  as  the  year. 

Mr.  Grason  assented. 

Mr.  GwiNN  suggested  that  the  month  also 
should  be  left  blank. 

Mr.  Grason  again  assented. 

Mr  Dorset  suggested  that  the  amendments 
and  new  sectionn  intended  to  be  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Quenn  Anne's,  (Mr.  Grason,) 
should  be  printed. 

This  led  to  »ome  conversation  in  which  Messrf. 
Grason,  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  Jenipvb, 
Dorset,  Spencer  and  Thomas,  took  part. 

Mr.  Grason  finally  moved  that  the  considera- 
tion of  said  section,  and  substitute  be  informally 
parsed  over. 

Oidered  accordingly. 

1  he  third  section  of  the  report  was  read  as  foi- 
lows: 

See,  3.  And  the  Speaker  of  the  Flouseof  Del- 
cgaus  shall  then  open  the  said  returns  in  the 
presence  of  both  Honses,  and  the  person  having 
the  highest  number  of  votes,  vnd  bemg  con>tiiu- 
tionally  eligihle,  shall  be  the  Governor,  and>hail 
qualify  in  the  manner  herein  prescribed,  on  the 
hrst  Monday  of  January  next  ensuing  his  elec- 
tion, or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be  practica- 
ble. 


Mr.  DoMiT  novad  to  tiamd  Hid  Metion  by 
ttrikioi  out  tbe  word*  "Sprikar  of  ibe  Houra  of 
Dalefatei,"  uii  lutMUiatlDf  ko  Uaa  theraof  "Fm- 
rideDtoftbaSeDtta." 

Booia  eiplftution  w  to  Iha  piaptMjotJbi 
UMDdmeDt,  puMd  batiTMn  Miiui.  uokmi 
and  Obaidn. 

Tha  qoailioo  wu  Ihaa  tikan,  aod 

Tbe  Tote  itood  ajat  31 ,  noa*  St. 

80  tba  ameDdmoDt  wu  lajaclad. 

Mr.  Bhiht,  of  Balllmare'  cilj,  noTad  to 
amend  the  uid  third  Motion  In  Ibe  Aral  line,  bj. 
■Iriklns  out  the  words  "tha  Bpaikar  of  the 
Hounof  Delegatai,"  and  inaaning,  ■'Saeratarj 
of  BtaU  for  tha  time  belog." 

Mr.  B.  briaflf  explainad  tha  anwodment. 

Mean.  Ghaioh  and  Sruicik  oppoaad  iL 

Ht  BaiHT,  not  daiirin^,  ha  uid,  to  excite  da- 
btle,  and  feeling  nototieiliide  u  10  the  adoption 
of  the  inendnient,  witbdiew  iL 

Mr.  OouiT  moved  to  amcDd  the  •ecUon  b; 
iiuerting  before  (ha  word  "Tolaa"  in  the  tblni 
Una,  the  word  "1^." 

Mr.  Gbuoh  oppoted  the  anendoMnt  u  noiia- 

The  unendmant  tru  agraed  to. 
Mr.  Okuoh  nored  further  to  amend  uid  mo> 
lioD  bvilriliingoal  inlhe  fboitb   line  the  wordi. 


Mr.  B»«T,  of  Baltimore  ei^,  Ibaa  mond  U 
amend  uid  leelion  bj  adding  at  tba  and  theiwf 
tba  following; 

"And  if  Iha  perran  raceiiing  the  higbeal  na«- 
berof  Totei  thouJd  oot  be  conititulionailj  etigi- 
ble,  then  the  Ootemor  thall  be  Gho^en  b*  tbt 
joint  balkitof  tbe  Seaala  andHoinaof  Deb- 
gaiai." 

Mr.  OwiKH  offered  •■  atubaUtutefor  nid 
imendmenutocome  in  attbaetHlofiaid  aactioe, 
(he  following: 

"And  in  oaie  tbit  tha  pflTaon  raeaiTing  Ibe 
higheii  numbarof  rotai,  ihall  not  be  conatiu- 
lionallv  eligible,  it  ihall  be  tbeduijof  the  Gar- 
amor  fbr  tbe  time  bt-inic.  or  in  care  of  the  ricw- 
cTuftheuid  office,  for  t'<e  Speaker  of  tba 
HouM  of   Delagataa    to  iaana  write  for  a  anr 

Tbaaubaiiluta  was  loitained  by  Mr.  Owm, 
and  oppoaad  b;  Mr  Bunt,  of  Balllmare  ritf. 

Mr.  OwtMH  laid  he  oBared  the  ameodoetit  u 
■  rubailtute  forlbitofhu  colleague, (Mr.  real.) 
Tbe  coiitiiicencj  provided  for,  waa  eertai  Ij  re- 
mote, bulil  it  Kouired  an;  notice  in  tba  (  ontl- 
tutlno,  it  wu  onljr  right  that  the  ma;.Ti8  a(.<^Md 
to  remed;  the  eril  ihuuld  be  in  connatmcj  with 
the  ipirit  of  the  Canititutitui,  on  which  it  wu 
engrafled.  Unlit  1836.  the  Goreraor  of  Muj- 
Itnd  wu  elected  bj  the  joint  *oI<  of  the  ivo 
HouHioflheLegitlalure.  Thi»  feature  in  ibe 
intern  wai  long  oppoeed  b;  all  wl^o  thought  that 
the  people  of  the  Stile  ihould,  b?  a  direct  tdIc, 
appoint  tha  chief  eiecutiTe  officer  of  the  Cont- 
mooweallh.  He  did  not  think  it  wiia,  whea 
Ihii  retult  had  been  attained  with  lueh  >steioa 
dilEcultj.  to  adopt  »nj  provision,  which  wouMjn 
any  contingency. defeat  thegood effectaof a slnig- 
ete  BO  prolracied  and  plice  the  EsecutJTe  power 
in  the  handiof  thatbudyi^'^m  whoae  graip  it  hid 
been  wrealcd  with  lUch  difficulty. 

If  the  imcDdment  had  contemplated  only  Iha 
ease  of  a  vacancy  arising  by  duth  or  reaignatioa 
during  the  term,  it  would  hava  been  liable  to 
great  olijcction,  but  itilt,  ila  adtecatei  could  Ihea 


The  fourth  acction  of  tbe  report  wuthen  read 

Stc.  4.  And  if  two  or  more  pataons  should  hi 
(he  highest  and  an  equal  number  of  votei,  Iheh 
one  of  them  shall  be  cboaen  ai  Oovemor  br  tb« 
joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  DelO' 
gates;  and  all  quutioni  in  relation  to  the  legality 
and  number  of  votes  given  in  the  election  of 
Governor,  and  in  relation  to  the  retumi  of  said 
eleclion,  ihail  be  determined  by  the  House  of 
Delegates. 

Mr,  DoBsiT  moved  to  amend  uid  aectioD 
inserting  after  the  word  "Oovemor"  in  the 
line,  the  words  "hit  eligibility.' 

Soma  explanation    followed    on    tbe  part    of  ,  the  cue 
Meain.   Doaair,   Gaitox,  JvHirKa  and  Can.    "''  "'**' 

Mr.  CaBViiLD  moved  u  a  lubatitute  foruid 
amendment  to  inurt  liter  the  word  "election," 
In  lame  section  and  Htlh  line,  these  words,  "ind 
in  Telution  to  the  qualifications  of  tha  persons 
voted  few  as  Governor." 

'ihe    substitute    of  Mr.  CaiiriaLB    was    re- 

Tha  qoeition  recurred  on  Ihe  amendment  of 
Mr   Doaicv. 

Further  eiplanationt  paised  on  tbe  part  or  li 
Meurs.  Bbbnt.  of  Baltimoie  city,  Gba>ov,  tl 
BowiB,  Bbuwk  and  Domai.  ' 

Ihe  queaiioo  waa  then  taken,  and  The  onlj  incontenience  rcinlting, 

Tba  ameodinant  o(  Mr.  Oobsit  Wh  agreed  1  the  ioierregnum  which  aould rasolt.     1  nis ooow 
lo,  .  I  Mailj  be  provided  Ibr;  and  be  had  do  objactka 


I  have  argued  Ihe  inutility  of  renewing  an  exciting 
on  by    contest  for  aupreraacy  during  the  few  renuiniif 
D  Gltn  I  months  of  (he  official  term.     But  the  propoailioa 
introduced,  haa  no  such  juslificauun.    It  ■■ 
I  in  »liich  the  people  have,  through  fraud 
.pprehention,  been  induced  tu  cast  ihetc 
■uSrage  lor  one  who  was  not  ponstilutionally  eli- 
gible, or  have  equally  divided  in   their   prefir- 
enees  for  tiial  candidates.     In  such  instances  it 


for  permitting  tl 


liRcBtiun  for  taking  from  them  the  privilege  of 
correcting  t'leir  mistaken  can5dence,  or  in  case 
of  an  equal  vote,  uf  determining,  in  a  more  da- 

D  may  have 

rould  be 
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to  |wnnit  the  Leghlature  to  appoint  lome  one 
who  should  under  oertain  restraitiU,  exercise  the 
ordinary  eiecuiive  functions,  U'til  a  new  elec- 
tion could  be  held.  1  he  period,  needful  for  pre- 
paration, would  be  neceibarily  a  Tcrj  brief  one, 
and  no  mischief  could  result. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  .VI r.  DonsBT— 

JVlr.  GwiNN  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Anne  Arundel,  did  great  injustice  to  the  argu- 
ment he  had^  made.  By  necessary  preparation 
for  the  election  of  a  OoTemor  was  not  meant 
provision  for  electioneering  purposes;  nor  had  be 
supposed  that  in  this  Convention,  there  was  any 
reason  for  such  a  disclaimer. 

The  mind  of  the  gentleman  seemed  busy  with 
the  images  of  corruption  and  evil  influence,  which 
he  had  dwelt  upon  in  the  early  part  of  the  Con- 
Tontion,  and  he  had  construed  '^preparation'*  to 
mean  banners,  music,  and  transparencies— the 
secret  struggles  of  political  dubs— and  all  the 
machinery  which  parties  put  in  operation  for 
their  support.  Whatever  effect  such  arrange- 
ments may  have  upon  the  popular  mind,  he  cer- 
tainly had  not  intended  to  allude  to  them  in  the 
Convention. 

By  "preparation,**  speaking  in  the  hearing  of  a 
grave  constitutional  assembly,  he  had  meant  only 
that  full  and  reasonable  notice  of  the  election  about 
to  occur,  which  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  State  to  exercise  a  deliberate  judg- 
inent  in  the  c  boice  of  an  executive.  N  o  one  could 
properly  misconstrue  such  a  purpose.  There 
were  reasoi  and  advantage  in  parties,  wherever 
formed;  but  no  party  man  could  so  far  forget  the 
dignity  which  properly  attached  to  combinations 
embracing  the  whole  people  of  a  State,  as  to 
imagine  that  their  honor  or  success  lay  in  the 
management  of  petty  shows,  or  in  email  eleo- 
Uoneering  details. 

Mr.  DoasBT  opposed  the  substitote  of  Mr. 
GwiNN,  and  sustained  the  amendment   of  Mr. 

BftKNT. 

Mr.  Dbnt  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  which 
he  would  hereafter  offer. 

After  an  esplanation  by  Mr.  Sfkkcce, 

Mr.  OwiNv  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
substitute, 

'Whirh  were  ordered,  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

•^^^rmoHee— Messrs  Lloyd,  Chambers  of  Cecil, 
MeCuUough,  Miller,  Sh river,  Sappington,  Ste- 
phenson, McHenry,  Gwinn,  Sherwood  of  Ralti- 
inore  city,  Presstman,  Ware,  Michael  Newcom- 
er, Weber,  Parke,  Kgc  and  Brown— 17. 

A*^alie«— Messrs.  Chapman,  President,  Blakis- 
tone,  l^cnt,  Hopewell,  l..ce.  Chambers  of  KenU 
Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Oalrvmple,  Bond, 
Merrick,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Chandler, 
Ridgely,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Hodsoo, 
Goldsborough,  Eccleston,  Bowie,  McCiibbin, 
Bowling,  Spencer,  Grason,  iVlcMaster,  Fooks, 
Thcmaa,  Gaither,  Annan,  Thawley,  Brent  of 
Baltimore  city.  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer, 
Davb,  Hollyday,  Slicer  Bn*'i  Cockey— 42. 

So  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Owiirv  wa^  rejected. 
The  Question  then  recurred  on  the  ameodmeDt 
«f  Mr.  BaKNT,  of  Baltimore  Qitj^ 

And  it  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  Gaisow  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
section  by  strik  ng  out  the  words  'ballot  by  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Delegates,"  in  the  third 
line,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  *'TOle  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Delegates,  the  said  vote  ^ 
be  taken  viva  voce. ' 

The  amendment  was  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  Dbnt  moved  further  to  amend  said  seotion 
by  inserting  between  the  word  '*the,**  and 
** House,'*  ill  the  sixth  line  of  said  seetion  these 
words  *'by  the  ii  int  vote  of  the  Senate  and.'* 

Mr.  D.  sa»d,  be  offered  this  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  proviaiun  as  to  questions  of 
eligibility  and  contested  elecions  of  Governor* 
conform  to  the  previous  provisions  in  relation  to 
the  ssme  officer. 

The  question  was  then  taken. 

No  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  ^wiNM  a»ked  the  yess  and  nays. 

Some  explanation  passed  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 
Dairr,  GaAsoN,  Thomas,  Jbvipee,  SriMCBE,  and 
Blakistone. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ssked  and  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows : 

40irmaltee — Messrs.  Blakistone,  Dent,  Hope- 
well, Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Mitchell,  Donald- 
ton,  Doisey,  Wells,  Rent,  Dairy mple.  Bond, 
•Vlerrick,  Cri»field,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Hodsun, 
Goldsboroiigh,  Ecc  eston.  Bowling,  McMaster, 
Fooka.  Fiery,  John  Newcomer,  and  liavis — 35. 

Mgatioe — Messrs.  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell, 
Chandler,  RiUaely,  J^yd,  Colston,  Chambers  of 
Cecil,  Miller,  Bowie^  McCubbin,  8peiioer.  Gra- 
son, Thomas,  Shriver,  Gaither,  Biser,  Annan, 
Sappington,  Strphenson,  McHenry,  Magraw, 
Thawley,  Haidcastle,  Gwinn,  Brent  of  Balti- 
more city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city,  Preast- 
man,  Wara,  Schley,  Neill,  Michael  Newcomer, 
Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  Parke,  Ege,  Cockey, 
and  Brown— 39. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  fourth  section  as  amended  was  then  adopt- 
ed. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  report  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Su.  5.  The  SUte  shall  be  divided  into  three 
districts;  the  eight  counties  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
to  be  the  first;  Baltimore,  Harford,  Carroll, 
Frederick,  Washington,  and  Allegany  counties, 
the  second ;  and  8l  Mary^,  Charles,  Calvert, 
Prince  Georg^*s,  Anne  Arundel  and  Montgomery 
counties,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the  third; 
and  the  Governor  elected  from  the  second  dis- 
trict in  October  last,  shall  continue  in  office  du- 
ring the  term  for  which  he  was  elected ;  hb  suc- 
cessor sliall  be  chosen  from  the  third  distriet,  and 
then  a  Governor  shall  be  taken  from  each  dis- 
trict in  regular  soccessiun. 

Mr.  Grasov  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the 
word  <* Howard,**  after  the  words  **Anne  Arun- 
del'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GaASov  suggested  that  the  section  should 
be  intormally  laid  over. 

Some  conversation  followed. 

Mr.  JBMiPSa  moved  to  amend  said  section  W^ 
insertios  adac  Um  fi^xcAa^  ''^lMa^ail:a  ^qnc^^  "^^ 
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words  "and  Harford  countv.^*  andby'Slrikingout 
irom  the  word  "fireV '  Id  the  tecood  line,  to  the 
word  "and,"  where  it  occufb  in  the  fifth  line, 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following:  "Bal- 
timore city,  Baltimore  and  Carroll  counties,  the 
second,  and  St.  Mary\  Alleganr,  Washington, 
Fredeiiok,  Montgomery,  Anne  Arundel,  Prince 
George^  Calvert,  Charles  and  Howard  coun- 
ties/&  third.'* 
Mr.  J.  briefly  explained  his  amendment 

Mr.  Tbomas  moved  to  amend  said  section  by 
striking  out  all  of  said  fifth  section  to  the  word 
'*'third,**  in  the  fifth  line,  ond  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  following: 

•*The  SUte  shall  be  divided  into  four  districts, 
Allegany,.  Washington,  Frederick,  Carroll  and 
Baltimore  counties  to  be  the  firvt;  Harford  and 
the  eicht  counties  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  the 
aecona;  St.  Marv^s,  Charles,  Prince  George^s, 
Anne  Arundel,  Howard  and  Montgomery  coun- 
ties, the  third,  and  Baltimore  city  the  fourth  dis- 
tricU." 

The  amendment  was  briefly  explained  by  Mr. 
Thomas.    ' 

Mr.  Dorset  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Strike  out  in  fifth  section,  second  line,  <* Balti- 
more, Harford,"  and  insrrt  "St  Mary*s,Charies, 
Calvert,  Prince  George*s,  Anne  Arundel,  How- 
ard, Montgomery,'*  and  after  the  word  **and*'in 
third  line,  strike  out*  St.  Marj's,Calvert,Charles 
Prince  George^s  Anne  Arundel  and  Montgom- 
ery," and  insert  "Baltimore  and  Harford." 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to.  explain  the  object  of  his 
amendment,  but  yielded  to  a  motion  that  the  Con- 
Ten  tion  adjourn. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  when  the  CnnTcn- 
tion  adjourns, it  adjourn  to  meet  at  tweWe  e^clock 
Hnstead  often,)  on  Monday,  so  as  to  allow  time 
for  members  to  arrive  by  the  cars. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to, 

And  the  Convention  adjourned  until  Mondayat 
twelve  o*clock. 


MONDAY,  March  10, 1851. 

Mr.  Blakistowb.  (the  President  yyro  /em. »)  cal- 
led the  Convention  to  order  at  12  o*clock,  being 
the  hour  to  which  the  Convention  stood  adjourned 
this  day. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grauff. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read. 

Some  conversation  followed,  arising  out  of  the 
fact  that  a  substitute  amendment.  ofi*ered  by  Mr. 
Dorset,  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  report,  had 
not  been  entered  on  the  journal. 

A  point  of  order  arose  as  to  whe  her  the  amend- 
ment was  received  as  in  order,  or  was  only  ofler- 
ed  as  a  notice  of  amendment.  The  result  was 
that  the  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  entered 
€m  LbejouTDal, 


Mr.  Jtimritft,  chafrmin  of  connittee  No.-  14, 
asked  leare  to  report  back  the  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Allegany  county,  praying  that  the  Coa- 
Tention  **  proTide  in  the  new  constitution  that 
the  privilege  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  shall  not 
be  granted  to  any  person  in  any  part  of  the  Slate, 
except  the  same  snail  first  be  sanctioned  or  a|H 
proved  of  by  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  the  elee- 
tion  district  where  the  same  is  to  be  sold,"  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  al- 
ready appointed  on  that  subject.  Also,  the  pe- 
tition from  citizens  from  Washin^on  county,  on 
the  same  subject,  be  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Also,  that  the  petition  of  Wm  B.  Shield  sod 
forty-seven  other  citizens  of  Frederirk  county, 
praying  for  a  new  county,  composed  of  Hawvers, 
Catocton,  Midd'etown,  Petersville  and  Jeflersoa 
districts  of  said  county,*^  be  referred  tu  the  cob- 
mittee  on  new  counties. 

Also,  that  the  petition  for  the  protection  of 
grave  yards  from  desecration,  be  referred  to  Uie 
next  General  Assembly  of  Mar}  land. 

And  that  committee  No.  14  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  same. 

Which  was  read. 

1  he  report  of  the  committee  was  concarred 
in,  and  the  several  petitions  therein  mentioned, 
were  severally  referred  as  recommended  in  said 
report. 

Mr.  SoLLxas  presented  an  account  of  Edward 
M.  Wise,  Messenger  to  His  Excellency,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland. 

Which  was  read,  and 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  accounts.  | 

TRX  EXBCUnVK  DXPARTMBNT. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Grason,  frosi 
the  committee  on  the  executive  department  of 
the  government. 

The  question  was  on  the  fifth  section,  and  the 
amendments  thereto  pending. 

On  a  suggestion  by  Mr.  Grasok,  the  sectioe 
was  informally  passed  over  for  the  present. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  sixth  section  of  the  report,  as  fol- 
lows: 

See,  6.  A  person  to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
Governor,  must  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty 
Tears,  and  been  for  ten  years  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  mnst  haTe  been  for  scvea 
vears  next  preceding  his  election  a  resident  of 
the  State,  and  for  two  years  a  resident  of  the 
district  from  which,  he  was  elected. 

Mr.  GaAsoM  moved  to  amend  said  aection  ky 
striking  out  **  ten,**  in  the  second  line,  and  inseil- 
ing  **  seven,**  and  by  striking  out  **  soTen,**  in  the 
third  line  and  inserting  "  five,"  and  striking  out 
**  two,'*  in  the  fourth  line,  and  inserting  ^*three.** 

Mr.  Buchanan  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  **  seven,"  in  the  second  line,  and  inserting  ia 
lieu  thereof  *' five." 

The  FacsiDZirr,  (pre  tem ,)  stated  ibat  the 
question  woald  be  on  the  largest  number  first. 

Mr.  Dorset  said  be  had  intended  to  oAr  ts 
amendment  somewhat,  but  tiot  exaetly  similar  to 
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it  of  the  pentlemKn  firom  Queen  Anne't,  (Mr. 
lion.)  It  wemcd  to  bitn  that  the  Confention 
luld  not  make  odioui  diitinciiont  between  ot- 
■ali-ed  and  nsliTC-borD  ciliwns,  whicb  were 
Dcceiurj.  He  wBi,  Thirerore,  in  faior  of  Ibe 
lendmenl  of  the  genljerntn  from  HklliiDorR 
iinl;.  (Mr.  Biichinan.)  He  ihaught  that  re- ^ 
■ctiona  enouzh  would  be  impond  bj  that , 
landmenL  No  discriminallonl,  be  Iboatht, , 
mid  be  dmirn  except  wch  as  mlgbt  be  required  i 

the  intemli  or  the  people,  or  imporCanl  ob- 
:ti  of  public  policj  He  thought  there  «u  no 
;■>  object  in  ihe  pre«ent  case,  and  be  should  ] 
trefore  void  Tar  the  amendment  of  tbe  gentle- 
Mr.  Baai 

would  m 

>rd  "  be,"  [so  sa  lo  permit  any  man  wbo  had 
er>  ■  resident  of  the  Stale  for  seven  jean  to  be 
glble] 

Mr.  Sfescik     S17  ten  feai). 
Mr.  Brown.     It  will  sbat  oul  natiie  Ameri- 
ta — those  who  ere  here  in  the  counlrj,  coming 
im  ano'her  Stale  into  Maryland. 
Mr.  dFtNcm.     Not  at  all. 
Mr.    Bhowh,   [resiimin|;.l     A  foreigner,  lh> 
■       ■       d  On? --'    -  •-■    ^--  •■- 

h  unoiigb. 


intj. 

I  gave  nuiice,  that  when  in  order, 
e  to  strike  out,  in  the  second  line. 


1  the 

irlh  line,  and  insert  the^e  nords,  "  and  been 
-  ten  years  a  resident  citizen  nrihis  Slate.'' 
Mr.  GeasoN  thought,  [hat  praclicallj,  it  was 
natter  or  rerjr  little  inporlence  wbether  the 
nTeiilion  decided  upon  the  term  of  tt  n,  seven 
five  years,  li  was  not  probable  that  any  tox- 
^er  would  ever  be  noniinated  or  elected  Qov- 
aOT  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland.  Still,  helhought 
waa  their  duty  to  show  to  the  people  thnt  Uiis 
invention  wis  not  miking  a  provision  with  the 
pi«B  Dbjeet  of  bringing  in  a  man  who  had  not 
an  for  ten  years  a  cilizen  of  theUniied  Slates. 
>  had,  in  the  first  instance,  designated  t)ie  pe- 
>d  of  ten  ye«r«,  but.  upon  subsequent  reBection, 
d  thought  it  better  to  designate  seven  At  Ihe 
ne  time,  he  repealed,  Ibal-so  far  as  Ihe  pracli- 
I  operation  of  the  seciioa  was  concerned,  he 
IS  indifferent  as  lo  Ihe  term. 
Mr.  Chamikrs  nid,  he  mutterpressfais  regret 
tlieaeiinccasing.  perrevering  eSbrls  to  shape 
r  Coiisliiution,  as  if  we  were  in  an  especial 
LTiner  providing  for  a  particular  class  of  per- 
M — ft  cliaa  of  foreignera  and  strangers.  The 
rrant  seemed  conliniiallj  to  become  deeper 
d  whier  as  we  proceeded.  This  instance  ex- 
ipliSad  the  remark,  Aii  inlelliRcnt  committee 
Use  calm  quiet  of  iheir  commiltee  room,  had 
mnlmouslv  rsparled  these  restiiutions.  They 
d  deemed  it  proper  (0  require  of  foreignera  a 
Monable  period  of  time  for  a  residence  amongst 
.  to  enable  them  lo  acquire  a  knowledge  of  our 
ouliar  iiistililtions,  and  lo  undergo  a  probation 
BuK  ilMj  «Mld  be  admittad  to  it^  chief  eiecu- 


tiT«nffiae,btitIhecon1jnuall;ffn)wingd«B«i>d  Ibr 
the  privileges  of  these  people,  the  aeeMaioii  of 
new  advocates  and  the  defeat  of  oppotitioo  to 
them,  was  ddw  leading  Ihe  Convention  to  over- 
rulethe  well  considered  eauUoQ  of  the  oomBit- 
tee.  He  tbougbl  it  lime  to  eall  a  halt  in  this  pro> 
greas. 

He  bad  yet  to  learn  Ibat  In  any  Btate  in  tbli 
union,  a  foreigner  had  been  made  Govenior. 
Why  i^nld  Maryland  desire  to  go  ahead  of  iha 
reslof  the  American  world  in  this  respect?  Wai 
it  to  invite  foreignera  to  come  amontat  usf  It 
could  scarcely  be  supposed  Ihej  could  propose 
to  Ihemielvessuch  a  motive  for  1  heir  emigration. 
Heaupposed  no  man  here  expected,  thai  he  or 
hia  children  or  bis  children's  enildien,  would  live 
to  see  tbe  day  when  a  foreigner,  in  ten  teara  af- 
ter his  coming  into  the  country,  would  be  made 
chief  magistrate  of  the  Slate. 

He  was  willing  to  pay  any  Just  tribnTe  to  tbe 
merits  of  foreigners,  but  such  a  pmviaion  as  Is 
nnwsUvocaled,  iian  indirect  imputation  of  tn- 
competeDCj,  upon  ourown  ciliiens.  Had  there 
every  been  a  dearth  of  our  own  people,  that  wc 
mii)^t  invite  foreignera  to  fill  this  station'  Cer- 
tainly (here  was  no  evidence  ofacarciiy  in  na- 
tive material  at  present, nor  any  prospect  of  a  fu- 
tute  dminulion.  He  preferted  the  proposition 
reported  by  Ihe  commiLIee,  and  as  no  advanlago 
could  lesull  rrom  any  high  bidding  on  the  one 
side  or  the  otiier,  he  hoped  the  house  would  nut 
conarnt  to  change  it.  There  being  neither  ne- 
cessity nor  advanlsge  to  recommend  it,  why 
change  it  for  the  mere  sake  of  change  P 

Mr.  BnowH  read  the  fourth  leclion  of  the 
second  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Stale  of 
Fenuaylvania,  in  the  words  following: 

"He,  [the  Goremorif  shall  be  at  leatt  thirty 

Iears  of  age,  and  have  been  a  citiien  and  an  in- 
abitant  of  this  Stale,  seven  years  next  before 
his  election-,  nnlesa  he  shall  have  been  absent  on 
the  public  buamess  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
this  State." 

.Mr.  Bi-cniNiu  said  he  did  not  know  whit  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambera,)  meant 


He 


osayw 


bis  venerable  colleague,  (Mr- 

farored  UiB  amendment  offered  by  him,  (Mr.  B.,) 

or  to  some  other  person. 

I  can  only  say,  continued  Mr.  B,,  that  howev- 
er disconcerted  Ihe  gentleman  from  Kent  may 
feel  at  tbe  undoubled  indications  of  a  liberal  ten- 
dency on  tbe  pert  of  the  gentleman  from  Anne 
Aru~del,  [vlr.  Dorsey.]  we  who  desire  (o  advo- 
cste  liberal  doctrines  here,  are  altogether  satis- 
fied with  his  position  on  this  question,  w>d  wel- 
come bis  advent  with  pleasure.  Tbe  grounds 
assumed  hy  the  honorable  gentleman  t^m  Anne 
Arundel,  in  his  argument  just  submittid  to  tbe 
Convention,  are  liberal,  equitable,  and  patriotic. 
He  ia  oppoaed  to  odious  and  ungenerous  distinc- 
tion between  the  native  horn  and  Ihe  naturali- 
zed citiien.     And  this  we  hold  to  be  the  true  doc- 
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MOfto  voce,  and  apparently  without  any  specific 
meaning— still  it  had  its  object  The  design  of 
the  genileman  doubtless  was  gently  to  insinuate 
to  the  public  that,  there  were  gentlemen  here 
ready  to  "bid  high"  for  popularity. 

Now  an  imputation  of  this  sort,  Mr.  President, 
[said  Mr.  B,]  made  by  another  with  reference  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kent  himself,  would  have 
been,  as  we  all  know,  repelled  with  quite  suffi- 
cient point  He  must,  therefore,  not  be  surprised 
if  others  are  not  disposed  auietly  to  submit  to 
such  intimations  when  applied  to  them.  Does 
not  the  gentleman  from  Kent  perceive,  said  Mr. 
B.,  that  his  intimation  of  "high  bids**  is  quite 
broad  enough  to  involve  his  friend  from  Anne 
Arundel,  [Mr.  Dorsey,]  who  here  advocates  the 
liberal  doctrine — and  yet  it  is  surely  to  be  pre- 
aumed,  that  a  gentleman  of  the  advanced  age  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel, 
would  not  turn  upon  his  heel  for  any  offiy  in  the 
Bute. 

If  my  friend  from  Kent,  really  designed  an 
imputation  invidous,  in  the  remark  which  he 
made,  1  can  only  say,  coming  from  him,  it  is  in 
very  bad  taste.  For  myself,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
mover  of  this  amendment,  1  claim  to  stand  as  far 
removed  from  any  unworthy  influences  here,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kent  possibly  can. 
I  ask  nothing— I  desire  nothing — but  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  endeavored  faithfully  to  dis- 
charge my  duty  here  as  a  repres.'ntativo  of  t)ie 
people.  My  part  here  is  to  act  upon  my  best 
judgment  of  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  uninflu- 
enced by  any  one  \Vhat  effect  a  particular  act 
or  vote  may  have  on  my  personal  popularity^  I 
stop  not  to  enquire  and  care  not  to  know. 

Thb  amendment,  said  Mr.  B  ,  was  oflercd  by 
me  mainly  for  the  reasons  which  have  been  as- 
signed by  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel, 
(Mr.  Dorsey,)  that  is  to  say  to  guard,  against  in- 
vidious and  odious  distirfbtion  between  native 
born  and  naturalized  citizens.  Such  distinctions 
are  in  my  judgment  illiberal,  impolitic  and  un- 
just. 

My  friend  from  Queen  Anne,  [Mr.  Grason,] 
said  Mr.  B.,  thinks  that  there  is  not  the  leasi 
proabiiitv  that  a  man  of  foreign  birth  will  be 
elected  (Governor  of  Maryland,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  restriction  is  unimportant.  If  this  be 
the  fact,  I  cannot  conceive  why  it  is  that  my  ex- 
cellent friend  so  tenaciously  adheres  lo  it.  Why 
not  (bliterateit  at  once?  If  there  is  no  danger 
there  is  no  need  of  the  restriction. 

Mr.  President,  [said  Mr.  B.,]  our  present  Con- 
stitution contains  no  such  objectionable  provi- 
siono,  as  that  which  is  now  proposed.  We  are 
going  back  instead  of  forward — we  are  becoming 
more  restrictive  instead  of  becoming  more  libe- 
ral. We  came  to  this  Convention  avowedly  to 
enlarge  the  privileges  of  the  people,  and  now  we 
desire  to  be  engaged  in  an  eflbrt  to  contract 
them. 

•Suppose  a  naturalized  citizen  should  be  elec* 
ted  Governor  of  the  State — where  the  harm? 
Where  the  danger?  Have  we  not  confided  our 
deanst  interests  to  them  in  other  days,  and 
where  have  they  shown  themselves  faithless  or 
lUtgnUofuJ?    1  shall  lote  for  the  amendment* 


Mr.  Cbambebs  said  with  regird  to  the  good  or 
bad  taste  of  his  remarks,  which  hskd  formed  the 
principle  subject  of  the  lecture  just  Administered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county,  [Mr. 
Buchanan,]  he  had  only  to  remind  that  geatlt- 
man  that  it  was  a  subject  on  which  he  should  not 
be  too  dogmatical.  One  of  the  meet  aoeieet 
adages  we  have,  has  taught  us  to  believe  that 
'*taste  is  not  a  matter  for  arguaient  *'  He  wis 
quite  willing  to  submit  to  the  Houae  the  deeisisD 
of  t  he  question  of  taste.  A  notlier  attempt  of  ths 
gentleman  was  rather  amusing.  He  had  gratoi- 
tously  g^ven  to  his  remarks  about  **biddiog**aper- 
sona(  application  to  his  veneiable  friend  froA 
Anne  Arundel,  [  vir.  Dorsey.]  Why.  asked  Mr. 
C,  can  any  one  suppose  that  at  his  time  of  life, 
that  gentleman  is  preparing  for  a  race  in  the  fiaU 
of  popularity?  We  all  know  it  is  quite  inpooi- 
ble.  But  to  the  subject.  He  bad  said,  and  ke 
repeated,  our  course  was  downward  in  this  maHf 
ter.  The  current  was  continually  aetUog  own 
and  more  strongly  down  hill.  Did  not  the  voles 
on  the  elective  franchise  bill  show  that?  Tbs 
gentleman  from  Baltimore  county,  he  believed, 
went  in  every  case  for  ei  larging  the  priviiefes  of 
foreigners.  Did  not  the  hisiory  of  the  presset 
bill  confirm  the  existence  of  ibis  teodencj?  h 
the  quiet  of  their  chamber  the  committee  hoi 
matured  a  system,  which  they  thought  reasooabte, 
and  he  believed,  properly  so  thought  It  is  ia- 
troduced  here,  and  the  moment  the  idea  is  fi^ 
gested  that  an  alteration  may  be  made,  enlaigiag 
the  privileges  of  the  foreigner,  that  mooieot  ths 
eloquence  of  gentlemen  is  put  in  requiaitioB  lo 
resound  the  popular  note-— '^no  distioctioo,** 
"no  proscription,**  *'no  exclusion.**  It  was  his 
decided  opinion  that  sound  reasons  existed  for  a 
distinction  in  the  matter. 

Our  system  of  government  is  a  oomplieated 
one.  Educated  as  we  are  in  the  midst  of  these 
institutions  and  familiar  with  their  operatioos. 
we  do  not  appreciate  this  fact.  But  it  is  made 
evident  by  the  observation  of  the  almost  univaf^ 
sal  errors  that  prevail  oii  this  subject  abroad.  It 
h  not  at  all  understood  by  foreigners.  Anything 
approaching  to  an  accurate  know  ledge  of  our  sys- 
tem is  confined  to  persons  connected  with  affaiis 
of  government  at  home,  whose  official  duties 
make  it  necessary  to  know  something  of  the  na- 
ture and  prooeedings  of  other  goveroments.  Of 
this  class  none  emigrated  to  thia  county.  Of 
this  class  even,  we  constantly  witaess  instances 
of  the  greatest  misconception  of  the  practical 
operation  of  our  complex  federative  syateoi. 

It  was  not  likely  then,  that  under  auchcirenm- 
stances  foreigners,  who  came  here  at  mature  agSt 
with  habits  of  thought  formed  and  fixed,  eouU 
without  a  reasonable  period  for  experience  ai 
well  as  probation,  be  qualified  to  kdmmiater  ths 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate,  as  well  as  one  who, 
equal  in  all  other  respects,  had  a  perlect  acquaint- 
ance with  all  the  peculiarities  of  our  conditioa. 

Again,  it  is  one  most^  important  item  in  the  da* 
ties  of  a  Governor  to  make  selections  from  U» 
citizens  of  the  State  for  the  various  offices.  Sli9 
him  as  you  may  of  his  pre^^nt  patronage,  still  it 
is  quite  impossible  to  avoid  the  neceaaity  of  leaf- 
ing with  him  the  sole  power  to  appoiot,  iai 
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ices,  and  the  power  to  appoint  oi  interim  in 
of  the  most  important 
fio  this  usefullj,  he  should  know  well  the 
cter  of  those  who  are  to  be  selected.  A 
I  for  some  of  these  high  oflBceSf  is  not  to  be 
need  but  by  a  coui^  of  life  and  conduct 
ig  over  many  years.  The  ? err  languag^e  of 
onstitution,  pays  respects  to  this  principle, 
quiring  a  gpven  age  as  a  qualification.  The 
who  has  passed  bis  life  amongst  us,  knows 
haraeter,  and  has  observed  the  course  of 
>f  hn  prominent  fellow  citizens. 
m  the  foreigner  the  same  advantage  ?  Can 
lan  who  is  here  but  since  yesterday,  be  pos- 
abfe  to  exercise  an  equally  sound  Judgment, 
leeting  persons  for  office?  Is  the  State  as 
f  to  Im  well  served  in  the  various  depart- 
s,  which  his  appointees  are  to  fill? 
oust  be  ebvious,  that  in  eiecuting  such  a 
,  be  must  either  act  without  sufficient  infor- 
m,  or  he  must  be  the  leeum  tenen$  for  some 
'  favorite,  whose  opinions  goTcro  the  60- 
>r. 

however,  these  arguments  were  not  conclu- 
he    had  one  more  .^question  to  propound. 
,    if  no    distinction     should    be    made— 
require  any  residence  at  all  ?    Why  not  ad- 
be  foreigner  to  hold  office  just  so  soon  as  he 
laturaiized  citizen  ?    The  argument  is  ahan- 
d,  and  the  whole  principle  surrendered,  by 
ft  time,  as  effectually  by  a  longer  time.  We 
Datives  enough,  and  are   likely  always  to 
enough,  to  preside  over  us;  let  us  not  iiiti- 
a  fear,  or  a  doubt,  of  their  ability  to  fulfil 
high    trust,  without  calling  in  the  aid  of 
gncrs. . 

r.  ^>BNccR  said,  Ihe  section,  if  amended,  as 
oeed.  would  di^cnminate  between  foreigners 
Ibe  native-born  In  order  to  prevent  this, 
'ould  submit  a  modification,  which  would  ef- 
all  that  tne  committee  had  in  view.  Whilst 
quired  a  proper  residence,  it  made  no  dis- 
ination  between  the  classes  of  citizens.  If 
ill  on  the  same  footing.  r 

r.  Dorset  stated  that  he  did  not  regard  the  al- 
io of  the  gentleman  from  Kent  as  having  refer- 
I  to  him.  He  believed  himself  discharging 
latiea  as  independei<ily  of  all  views  to  popu- 
f  as  any  member  in  this  Convention.  He 
iinly  desired  to  retain  and  deserve  the  good 
ion  of  his  fellow  citizens.  But  he  would 
tr  swerve  from  that  course  pointed  out  by  a 
e  of  duty,  to  win  popular  favor.    It  was  said 


there  placed  ,on  an  equality  with  the  native. 
And  no  inconvenience  has  heretofore  ever  result- 
ed from  that  equality.  We  have  never  had  a 
forei|;ner  in  the  gubernatorial  chair.  But  if,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  some  eminently  qualified  for- 
eigner should  reside  among  us,  who,  in  a  time  of 
war,  should  save  our  State  from  conquest  and 
desolation,  rendering  it  services  above  all  price, 
by  successfully  leading  the  sons  of  Maryland  in 
the  field  of  battle,  and  who  should  be  as  pure  and 
patriotic  as  Lafayette,  and  he  residing  five  yeara 
among  ut  alter  being  naturalised,  and  beine  emi- 
nently possessed  of  everv  valuable  and  intellectu- 
al acquirement,  beloved  and  trusted  by  the  peo- 
ple, were  proposed  by  them  as  a  candidate  for 
Governor,  would  you  shut  the  doors  of  office 
agalnsi  him  ?  He  would  impose  no  such  restric- 
tion when  no  danger  would  result  from  its  non- 
existence— no  beneht  follow  its  imposition.  He 
would  leave  the  people  to  elect  him  who  was  the 
object  of  their  choice. 

He  was  disposed  to  say,  that  the  same  resi- 
dence of  five  years  after  naturalization,  should 
be  required  of  a  native  citizen  of  another  State, 
to  qualify  him  to  fiill  the  office  of  Governor  of 
Maryland  It  had  been  said  that  five  years  was 
not  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  a  foreicmer  to  ob- 
tain that  knowledge  of  the  interests  of  the  State 
which  is  necessary.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen 
whether  a  naturalized  foreigner  whom  the  peo- 

f>le  would  be  willing  to  select,  mi^ht  not  be  as  like- 
y  to  be  qualified  within  that  period,  as  many  of 
own  own  aspirant  citizens  now  are  ?  We  ought  to 
put  all  on  an  equal  footing. 

Mr.  D  here  read  the  clause  from  the  old  Con- 
stituiion,  relating  to  this  subject,  and  said  that  he 
had  lived  i^venty-five  years  uuder  this  Constitu- 
tion, which  interposes  no  barrier  between  for- 
eigners and  the  gubernatorial  chair,  yet  no  for- 
eigner h  ad  ever  occupied  that  chair.  Still,  he 
thought,  it  was  an  omission  in  that  Constitution, 
and  he  was  therefore  willing  to  impose  a  restric- 
tion to  a  residence  of  five  years  after  naturaliza- 
tion. If  we  take  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Baltimore  county,  [Mr.  Buchanan,} 
and  place  foreigners  on  a  footing  with  the  citi- 
zens of  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  it  would  be 
amply  sufficient.  He  thought  that  the  office  of 
Governor  was  not  the  only  important  branch  of 
our  government.  The  Legislature  is  quite  as 
much  so;  and  if  we  intend  to  be  consistent  in  our 


cousre  here,  we  ought  to  have  required  a  some- 
what similar  restriction  as  to  residence,  in  rela- 
this  proposition  is  an  invitation  to  foreif^ners  j  tion  to  members  of  that  body,  as  we  now  require 
Bcupy  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  the  State,  j  in  the  case  of  the  Governor.  Yet  this  had  not 
lid  not  so  reganl  it  But  suppose  it  were  so  to  ;  been  done.  He  would  not  propose  such  an 
igmri'ed.  That  invitation  assumes  as  acondition  amendment,  because  he  thought  it  was  unneces- 
iedent  to  its  acceptance,  that  the  accepted  ,  sary.     He   referred  to  a  naturalized    foreigner 

with  whom  be  was  acauainted,  who  was  worthy 
and  intelligent,  and  who,  with  himself,  had  once 
represented  the  city  of  Baltimore  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  no  inconvenience  had  resulted  from  it. 
He  sta.ed  tint  a  foreigner  was  not  disqualilied  to 
hold  the  highest  station  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  or  of  this  State,  and  as  both  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  judiciary  were  lefl  open  to  natu- 
ralized foreigners,  as  well  as  natives,  whi[  vi^a^^ 
thought  necessar)  to  m^  \2Ga&  «iL^tM\^^  ^viiCYcyKii- 


t  be  eminently  distinguished  for  his  patriot 
,  intflleetual  acquirements  and  many  other 
les  which  should  adorn  the  station.  He  had 
the  slightest  objection  to  extend  the  same  in- 
tioo  to  every  qualified  citizen  of  the  State, 
•ther  native-born  or  naturalised, 
le  referred  to  the  old  constitution  of  1776,  to 
If  that  in  the  choice  of  (^vernor,  there  was 
sxpresa  requisition  of  citizenship— it  contain- 
10  restcictioD  of  this  kind.    The  foreigner  is 
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tkm  u  to  Go? eroor  ?  He  wu  <|uite  willing  to 
i  Dipos^  rpasonable  reftrictions,  sufficient  to  gire 
an  opportunity  for  candidates  to  learo  all  of  a 
local  character,  that  it  it  necessary  for  them  to 
know,  wisely  and  faithfully  to  discharge  their  du- 
ties. 

He  was  afraid  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  inhb 
unwillingness  to  change  any  of  the  features  in  the 
old  Ck>oslitution,  may  be  looking  beyond  the  pre- 
sent question,  and  may  desire  bereaher  to  retain 
what«  in  this  progressive  age,  we  may  not  think 
it  necessary  to  retain.  He  referred  to  the  Con- 
stitutions of  different  States,  on  the  subject  of 
qualifications  for  office,  commenting  on  tnem  as 
he  proceeded,  and  statinz  that  although  he  had 
referred  to  them,  he  should  disregard  their  local 

Srejudices,  the  causes  for  ihem  not  existing  in 
larvland.  This  body  should  not  be  controlled 
bj  what  has  beeD|done  by  other  States,di&similarly 
•ituated,  but  act  independently,  and  solely  with 
reference  to  the  feelings  and  interests  of  our  own 
State.  He  would  not  consent  to  impose  any  un- 
reasonable unnecessary  restrictions  on  the  popu- 
lar will 

Mr.  Gkason  said  he  had  already  suggested 
that  the  restriction  ought  to  be  limited.  The 
people  were  not  likely  to  elect  a  Governor  who 
had  not  been  a  resident  of  the  State  for  seven  , 
years.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Anne  I 
Arundel,  (Mr.  Dorsey,)  that  no  such  restriction  j 
was  provided  for  in  the  legislative  branch,  he 
would  suggest  that  there  will  probably  be  some 
discrimination  of  the  same  kind,  in  reference  to 
the  Legislature.  But  he  would  remind  the  gen- 
tleman from  Anne  Arundel,  that  the  executive 
powers  were  confided  to  a  single  person,  while 
the  powers  of  legislation  were  distributed  among 
a  considerable  number.  In  time  of  war  the  Gov- 
ernor is  invested  with  important  powers,  and  is 
at  all  times  commander  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  the  State.  Without  some  such  restric- 
tion as  was  proposed,  the  Grovernor  might  be  a 
recently  naturalized  citizen,  and  commanding 
our  forces  while  we  were  waging  a  war  with 
the  country  that  gave  him  birth.  He  referred 
to  the  provisions  of  the  federal  Constitution, 
which  required  the  President  to  be  native  citi- 
zen; and  Senators  of  the  United  States  to  be  cit- 
izens for  nine,  years.  Our  naturalized  citizens 
bad  never  complained  of  these  discriminations. 
They  wished  to  be  admitted  to  the  general  rights 
of  citizenship,  but  were  not  unreasonable  enough 
to  expect,  as  soon  as  they  landed  on  our  shores, 
to  fill  the  highest  offices  of  government.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  require  a  very  long  resi- 
dence, and  had  fixed  the  time  according  to  what 
he  supposed  to  be  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Dorset  said: 

This  could  not  properly  be  considered  as  a 
constitutional  restriction,  because  the  legislature 
has  the  power  to  control  it.  The  legislature  can 
pass  an  act  authorising  a  foreigner  to  hold  real 
estate;  so  that  the  fact  of  an  individual  being  by 
the  constitution  recognised  as  holding  real  estate 
does  not  of  necesssity,  prove  him  not  to  be  a  for^ 
eigner.    ThereougbttobeadiicriBuoatioD.  He 


widted  that  all  persons  who  were  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  residents  of  Maryland,  should 
participate  in  the  honors  of  the  State,  if  the  peo- 
ple desired  so  to  elevate  theqi* 

He  was  not  opposed  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  regard  toths 
qualifications  of  a  President  of  the  United  States. 
What  would  be  the  population  settling  our  iop 
inense  Western  wilds  could  not  be  foieseen,  sod 
where  danger  may  be  rationally  apprehended,  it 
ought  to  be  againsi.  But,  in  reference  to  Mary- 
land, there  are  no  grounds  of  apprehensioo,  sad 
therefore,  no  such  restrictions  should  be  impoied 
on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

As  to  the  remark  of  tbsgentleoaanfrom  Qoeea 
Anne's,  ( Mr.  Grason.*)  that  danger  might  occur 
in  case  the  gubernatorial  chair  should  be  filled  bj 
a  foreigner  against  the  country  of  whose  birth  a 
war  might  be  waged,  he  replied,  that  if  this  was 
a  good  objection,  it  was  iM>t  provided  against  by 
the  amendment  of  the  geiiUenaan  CromQucss 
Anne's.  The  Governor  caimot  take  the  cob- 
mand  of  the  army  and  navy,  without  the  aatbo^ 
ity  of  an  act  of  the  legislature. 

He  did  not  believe  that  if  such  a  case  occur* 
red,  the  Goveinor  wdiild  turn  tiaitor.  Tbcrs 
have  been  traitors  among  natives,  as  well  ai 
adopted  citizens,  and  our  xevolutieoary  «ar 
shows  they  were  more  frequently  among  the  fw- 
mer  than  the  latter,  and  there  would  be  no  f  rest- 
er  danger  of  treason,  if  a  naturaiiztd  foreigner 
filled  the  Chair.  He  hoped  the  ameodmcDi  of 
the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  county,  wuuld  be 
adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  first  on  sthkiqt 
out  "ten**  years; 

And  by  ayes  36,  noes  22, 

It  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  first,  on  the  laotioD 
of  Mr.  GaasoN,  to  insert  ^'seveo,^*  in  place  of 
the  word  **ten^' stricken  out 

Mr.  Dorset  called  the  yeas  aiKl  nays, 

Which  were  ordered,  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  as  f  Hows: 
•  •Affirmative — Messrs.  Blakistone,  Pres^  pro. 
Urn.,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lee,  Cbamben 
of  Kent,  Donaldsan,  Randall,  Kent,  Dalrjmple, 
Bond,  Brent  of  Charles,  Jenifer,  Colston,  Cris- 
field,  Dashiell.  Hicks,  Hodsoii,  Gold:»burAigh. 
Ecclesion,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Grason,  Dinck- 
son,  Mc Master,  f'ooks,  Stephenson,  VVare  and 
liavis— 29. 

Acga/ire— Messrs.  Dor«ey,  Wells,  Sollers, 
Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Lloyd,  Dickinson  CifiaiD- 
bers  of  Cecil,  Miller,  Mcl.ane,  Spencer,  Shri^tr, 
Gaither,  Biser.  Annan,  Sappingion,  McHei-ry, 
Nelson,  Hardcastle,  Gwinu,  Stewart  of  Baiu- 
more  city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city,  Schley, 
Fiery,  Meill,  John  Newcomer,  Michael  Mew- 
comer,  Kilgour,  Weber,  Hollyday,  blicer,Parke, 
Cockey  and  Brown — 35. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  insert  ^^Tes.*' 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  cf 
Mr.  BncHANAM  to  insert  **five.'* 

Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the 
proper  time,  ofler  a  substitute,  which  was  taken 
ve*  haUm  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 


Be  (Mr.  B.>  liked  ILtt  proTkion  roueh  belter 
tlun  in;  he  had  leea. 
Tbe  lutMtirute  vta  reid. 
Some  RonTerintioD  fnllowed. 
The  queitioD  then  recurred  on  Ibe  amenJmeni 
of  Ui.  BvcHttiui,  iiuertiog  'Gtc"  yean, 

Mr.  BucH  Mked  the  jeu  and  noye,  which 
wen  ordei«d,  and  being  lakeri,  reiulMd  ta  fol 
low*: 

ii^JIrwoHei — Meien.  Blekitlone,  Prwident.pro 
tnt ,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Rieaud ,  Lee,  Chsmben  of 
Kent,  DonaldM>n,  Uonej.  W*J to,  Randall,  Kent, 
Bond  Sollen,  Brenl  of  Chsrle!,  Jenifer.  Buclian- 
an.  Bell,  Welih,  Lloyd.  Dckiiwao.Cotalon,  Crii- 
Beld,  Daihlell,  Hicks,  Hodaon.  Goldslio rough, 
Eecleaton,  Constable,  Chambera  of  Cecil,  Mc 
Lane,  l^prigg,  McCuhbin,  Spencer,  Gruon.  Dir- 
iekaon,  HoMailer,  Fiwks,  Shriver,  Gaiiber, 
Biaar,  Anaan,  Bappington,  Stepbemon,  Mai;ra«, 
Nelaoo,Hardcutle,GwinD,  Ware,  Schley,  Fierj, 
Meill,  iahn  Newoomar,  Michael  Newcomer, 
Dkvie,  Kilgour,  Hotljday,  Puke,  Cocke;,  and 
Brow  0—61. 

Mgalht — MsMn.  Milter,  McHenn,  Stawerl 
of  Bahimore  cilj,  Sherwood  of  Ballunora  city, 
Wabef  and  Slicar— 6. 

SotheuneDdnanlwaeecreedto,  andihe  blank 
waa  fiUed  with  '•fiie." 

Mr  GauoH  moTed  to  amend  uid  aectioa,  b* 
striking  out  in  the  Ibird  line  Ibe  word  ^aeTen," 
and  iaeertug  "Gre,'' and  in  tbefDurlb  Una  the 
ward  "two,"  and  iiuerting  in  lieu  thereof 
••three." 

Mr.  SriHCta  in  accordance  with  the  notice 
Civen,  then  moTod  la  amend  laid  lixlh  aeclwn, 
bj  atriking  out  from  the  word  "year,"  in  the  ae- 
cond  line,  to  tbe  word  ''and,"  in  tbe  fouitb  line, 
and  inaerting  in  lieu  Ihereof  tbe»e  woida,  "and 
been  for  tea  yean  »Ireeideot  citizen  of  tbU 
Stale." 

Some  esplanttory  conreiiatian  aa  to  tba  inlet^ 
pratation  of  thia  amendment  follawsd,  on  the 
part  of  Meiara.  Sruicta,  Doaaai,  and  SoLLiaa. 
_  Mr.  QwiMH  oppeead  tbe  aoendment  of  Ur. 


Mr.  CbriHH  aaid,  that  be  abould  iota  againit 
th»  amendineDt  of  the  eenllemui  from  Queen 
Anne'*, [Mr. Bpencer.]  Hecouldnotagrcelo the 
DogeMiiy  of  realrieling  tbe  peoplaof  the  Stale  in 
Ihe aelec lion  of  tbsiri^iefeiecu live  officer.  Tbey 
were  Dot  likely  to  OTerlook  tba  clainu  of  a  nalite 
citizen,  and  to  honor  with  their  oonGdence  any 
indiridua),  recenllj  naturelixed,  unleai  there  »• 
iilad  itrong  reaaona  for  the  preference.  And  if 
there  were  nicb,  in  the  auperior  qnalilies  or  sei^ 
Ticca  of  auch  an  indiriduil,  tbe  people  should  be 
left  at  liberty  lo  confer  on  him  what  office  Ihey 
pleaaed.  Beaideathe  whole  theory  of  Daluraliza- 
tion,  as  underatood  in' this  country  ia,  that  it. 
place*  the  foreigner,  who  haa  complied  with  the  ' 
requirements  of  Ibe  taw  on  the  aame  footing  with 
Iboae  who  were  natiTe..born.  And  there  was,  in  I 
troth,  no  reaaon  for  departing  from  the  principle 
which  thia  eatabliahea  in  the  caae  of  our  chief 
ma^InitB.  It  wa«  true  that  there  are  certain 
UniUtioDS  in  the  Conaiitution  of  tbe  United 
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Blatea,  which  confine  the  choiee  of  Candida  tea 
forihe  Prcaidencj  to  natural  born  citizens. — 
There  may  be  an  argument  made  in  ((>or  of  Ibis 
limilaiion :  became  the  E'residenl  ib,  in  fact,  from 
the  eiialence  of  hia  vein  power,  one  uf  the  co- 
ordinate brUDchiaof  the  National  Lepilaturc; 
and  upon  hia  action  m*j  depend  the  integrity  of 
the  whole  system.  And  to  prerenl  a  poaaible, 
though  not  probable  danger,  it  was  well  to  affix 
thia  single  limilaiion  lo  the  office. 

Mr,  ScENCEE  aaid,  that  afler  tbe  viewa  pre- 
aenteJ  by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore  cil)-. 
(Mr-  Gwinn,)  be  [Mr.  S]  wnndrred  that  the 
genlleaiBn  did  not  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Gwih;i  aaid  be  ivould  do  lo,  and  he  offer- 

,Mk,  SpificEi  BUggeated  that  the  gentleman's 
amendment  did  not  sustain  bis  argument. 

Mk,  GwiNN  indicated  the  perfect  conaiiteney 
of  the  two. 

Mi.  Doaiii  expreaaed  hia  diaaent  from  the 
'iewi  of  Ibe  gentleman  from  Queen  Anae'a, 
[Mr.  Spencer.]  aa  welt  in  hia  canslraclion  of 
iia  amendment,  aa  on   the  expediency  of  its 

Mr.  SriNCEK  modified  his  amendment,  by  in- 
serting before  the  word  "citizen"  tbe  Word 
"reaident"  citizen. 

An  explanatorr  convenation  paaaed  between 
Mr.  Sriiicaa  and  Mr.  Gwinn,  on  lbs  aubject  of 
the  amendment  propoaed  by  Ibe  latter. 

Mr.  Doasar  diaaentrd  both  from  the  law  and 
the  argument,  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Queen 
Anne'a.  He  referred  lo  tbe  pioceedinga  of  tbe 
ConTention  in  an  earlier  period  of  the  aeasion, 
when  it  was  decided  by  an  oveiwhelming 
majorily,  that  natutaUzatlon  only  conferred 
;ivil  right*,  but  did  not  impart  |>a1iiicBl  priv- 
ileges.  In  the  aame  way  vt  may  five  ibe  cil- 
Ilea  of  another  Stale,  residing  amongst  us.  who 
a  a  native  of  tba  United  Statrs,  civil  ri|;hls,  but 
•iclude  him  from  political  office.  We  can,  if 
«e  please,  confer  all  these  rights  on  unnatural 
iied  foreigners,  aa  far  as  concerns  our  State  gov- 
ernment. He  would  be  willing  lo  take  the 
amendment,  which  made  no  difference  between 
loralized  foreignera,  and  tbe  relives  of  other 
States  of  the  Union.  He  would  fix  the  term  of 
Ave  years  for  rcaidence  for  each. 

Suppote  one  ofour  distinguished  citizens,  of 
ither  states  as  for  example.  Clay,  Cass,  Dick- 
inaon,  Webster,  or  any  other  eminent  citizen, 
ihould  remove  into  our  Slate,  and  it  became  the 
wish  of  the  people  of  this  State  to  »how  their 
jratitude  for  noble  patriotic  public  setvii  es,  and 
to  pay  honor  to  them  in  their  declining  yeBr«,  by 
placing  them  in  the  Gubernatorial  chair,  would 
rou.  by  a  ConslituaionBl  provision,  say  Ibat  Ifaey 
Should  be  ineligible  unless  lliey  had  resided  in 
the  Slate  for  the  lerm  of  lap  year* .'  He  thought 
ibe  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Raltimare 
uoiinty  could  not  work  any  evil,  and  he  brlieied 
no  one  would  refuae  lo  honor  !<o  dislinguibhed 
cilizetl,  because  he  bad  resided  but  five  instead 
of  ten  yean  in  the  Stale. 

Mr.  Waaaa  deaired  lo  ask  a  ainela  a,iuaUa%. 
If  he  und«nVM&  Mic  vi&«o!!ia>n&,  A  ^<*A&.  i*- 


TiinlhitBfoKifaer  ihtll  reildein  the  Sttto 
rteen  jean,  and  ■  tkIItb  citizeD  of  inother 
Slale  teafeart,  Ijerorebe  ahall  be  qualified  Tor 
the  office  of  GoTemor.  Ifhe  comprehended  the 
force  of  the  languiee  employed,  It  certainly 
called  for  the  lerm  of  residence  which  he  had 
(laled.    He  thought  thit  the  propoaition  of  the 

Gnlleman  would  produce  ihe  Teij  eiil  which 
had  stated  it  lo  he  hii  intention  to  obriate. 
The  queetion  then  recuned  en  the  amendment 
ofMr  SriNciK. 

Mr.  OwiNH  uk«d  the  jtu  tnd  naji,  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  talcen,  reealted  ai  fol- 

Affimativi—MtnTt  Blackiilone,  Preeident, 
pro  tem.,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Lea,  Cham- 
bcTi,  of  Kent,  Donaldaon,  Bond,  Brent,  of 
Charlei.  Jenifer,  CrliBeld,  Dubiell,  Hicki,  Hod. 
ton,  Goldaborough,  Eccleatnn,  Sprigg,  Spencer, 
Dirickion.  McMaater.  Fooka,  Jaeobi,  Stewart, 
of  Ballimore  city,  and  Davii— SS. 

JVasoCici— Meuri.  Doieejr,  Weill,  Kent,  Sol- 
leri,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Lioyd,  Dickinion, 
Coition,  Conatahle,  Chamheri,  of  Cecil,  Miller, 
McLane,  MrCnbhin,  Gnaon,  Sbriver,  Gailhei, 
Bieer,  Annan,  <4applngton.  McHenrf,  Muraw, 
Nelun.  Hardcaalle,  Gwinn,  Wire,  Scblej, Fiery, 
Nejil,  Jno  Newcomer,  Michael  Newcomer.  Kil- 
Kour,  Weber,  HoUydiy,  Slicer,  Fftrka,  Cocke; 
and  Brown— 3S. 

So  tbs  amendment  wu  rejected. 

Mr  Gwii)])  withdrew  hit  amendment. 

Mr.  BaowH  then  moved  to  alrike  out  Ihe  6tb 
NCtion  in  uld  report,  and  inbstitute  in  lieu  of 
it  the  following: 

"No  person  except  a  citiien  of  the  United 
Stale*,  aball  he  eligible  lo  the  office  of  Govern, 
or,  norihall  any  perton  betlizibte  lo  that  office, 
who  (hall  not  have  attained  ine  age  of  thirty 
yeara,  and  who  aball  not  have  been  five  yeari 
next  prec ceding  his  election,  a.  rraident  within 
Ihia  Stale,  and  for  three  yeara  a  reaideat  of  the 
diatricl  from  which  be  was  elected. 

The  cuhalilule  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Waii  moved  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  striking  out. 

Mr.  Soi.i.EEa  liked  the  gentleman  who  movtd 
the  amerdment,  lo  slate  the  dlffpience  between 
thia  aubalilute  and  Ihe  proposition  as  it  atood. 

Mr.  RaowN  explained. 

Mr.  SoLLEKs  submitted  that  Ibe  only  differ- 
ence was  in  the  laale  and  the  wording. 

Mr.  Sfencek  aubmilled  (hat  a  a ubstintial  dif- 
ference existed ;  and  be  explained. 

Mr.  SoLLEBs  peraisted  Ibat  there  was  no  aub- 
slantial  HiSerenca  between  Ihe  (wo  propoaitions. 

Mr.  Bhowm  aaked  Ibe  yeu  and  naya, 

Whicb  were  ordewd,  and, 

Being  taken,  resulted  aafoltows; 

v)#rmoliK«— Messra.  Constable,  Chamhera,o( 
Cecil,  McCullough,  Miller,  McLane,   Shriver, 


iVtfatte*— Hettn.  Bkckfttone,  PrMideMpra 
tem  ,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Ricand.  Lee,  Chamber*, 
at  Kent,  Dooaldaoo,  Dorsej,  Well*,  Raaddl, 
Kent,  Bond,  Sailer*,  Brent,  of  ChaTlee,  Jrairei, 


John  Neweonwr,  DavU,  Kilgoot,  ] 
son  and  Hall yday—lfl. 

Eo  the  Convention  refoaed  to  atrika  out  ^ 
sixth  aection. 

The  sixth  section  waa  then  idoptad. 

The  aavealh  section  of  Ihs  report  waa  tmi 
aa  followa  : 

fi«.  7.  In  cue  of  death  or  reaJiMtioo  of  the 
Governor,  orof  bia  remoral  from  tba  State,  tke 
General  Anemhij  if  in  •ewioai,  or  if  wK,  at 
their  next  leaeion,  ahal)  hy  joint  ballot  tied 
aome  other  qualified  reaident  of  tbc  bidc  die- 
irict,  to  be  the  Governor  for  the  midM  of  Ika 
lerin  for  which  *aid  Gov«raar  bad  bean  aieeted. 

Mr.  Gaoou  naoved  to  amaod  Che  laid  Metitn. 
bjr  ilriking  ont  in  the  3d  line  '-by  joint  ballot," 
and  inserting  ia  lien  ihareof,  tba  wwda,  "by  the 

The  uventb  aection  aa  amendMl,  waa  tkea 
adopted. 


St,  B.  And  in  eaae  of  any  vacanej  in  tba 
office  of  Governor  during  the  receaa  irf'  tb*  Leg- 
ialature,  the  Preaident  of  the  Senate  aball  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  laid  office  till  a  Govrmorit 
elected  b;  the  two  Houses;  and  in  caaa  of  tba 
death  or  reiignation  of  said  Preaideot,  or  of  hii 
removal  from  the  State,  orof  hie  refotal  to  serve, 
then  the  dutiea  al  aaid  office  aball.  in  like  did- 
ner,  and  for  the  same  interval,  devolve  npoa  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Del egai as.  and  tbeLrg- 
itlature  may  provide  by  law  for  tbe  case  of  in. 
peaehment  or  inability  or  the  Governor,  and  dc' 
dare  what  person  shall  jierform  Ibe  axecutir* 
dot  las  during  such  impeachment  or  Jnahility; 
and  for  any  vacancj'  in  aaid  office,  not  beiM 
provided  Tor,  proviaion  may  be  made  bj  law, 
and  if  such  vacancy  should  occur  witboot  sack 
provision  being  made,  Ihe  LeK>s)aIorc  shall  k* 
convened  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  par. 
pose  offilling  aaid  vacancy. 

Pending  I  bit  aection — 

The  Conveotion  adjouroed  nntil  to-DMnow 
at  tea  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  Hareb  11 ,  1851. 
The  Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 
Prayer  waa  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GaMrr. 
The  roU  waa  ctJIwI,  and  tha  journal  of  Ja*^ 
d«I  wai  raid.  . 


Mr.  Amrtv,  prcMatod  ■  palttloo  of  nttdry  ! 
•itlMm  of  Frederick  countj.  pnjiiRg  thmt  proTi- , 
•ion  mt}  bs  mwla  in  Um  newContlitulion  to  piy- ' 
TMll  the  mIb  of  Intoxioatinr  liquon.  aicept  Ihe 
MinethtlIbB  ■pproTMJ  of  By  t  mijoriij  oflhe 
TOlM  fn  the  sIbcIuii  diiulot  wh«ra  tb«  Mme  la 
tobfiiokl. 

Wbieb  WM  TMd,  and 

IMitned  to  the  Mlaet  eonmittee  ippolntod  on 
th>lMi(i}wt 

Oa  ■  icqiMtl  to  Uuit  eSoot  miide  in  bit  beh*ir, 
bj   tlie    pRiiibiHT,  (pro   len.,)   Mr.    Blui-  , 

LM*«of  ibwnoe  for  Wtineiiaj  andThun- 
daj  of  ibi«  week,  were  SI* "I'd  to  HtHRrG, 
Whulek,  official  raportsr  of  Uio  CopTebUon. 

TBI  USCOTITK    DaMETMUIT. 

Um  CoBTentioD  naumad  tbe  eooiidaralion  ol 
tbaipeeial  order  of  the  dajr,  being  tbe  rapoit 
baretofon  nade  bj  Mr.  Gaatoii,  chairnMi  of 
tb«  oomniUM  on  tbe  oieoutice  depattoMiit  of 
tba  goTeranMnt. 

Tbe  pending  qneiiioa  Wm  tbe  dghtb  aeetion  of 
tbe  report: 

SMhMie.  And  in  caK  of  any  TtcancT  in  the 
oBm  of  Oofernor  durioi  the  reccM  of  ihe  Legii- 
lature.tbe  President  of  tJie  Senile  sball  discbai^e 
Ihc  dutiei  of  nid  office  liJl  a  GoTereor  it  eJectcil 
bj  tbe  two  HouMi:  and  in  eaw  of  tbe  death  or 
TEiipialJon  of  iild  FreaJdent,  or  of  biiremoi^l 
fhMO  (be  Stale,  or  of  bii  refusal  to  aerre,  then 
the  duliea  of  laid  office  ihall,  in  lilce  manner,  ati<I 
forlheMne  intetval,deTolTeupon  Iba  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Delegaien  and  the  l^gislatui'i 
ma^proiride  bj  law  for  the  caieof  impcichoKrii 
orinattililj  of  the  tiovemor,  and  decJire  what 
panon  ihtl]  perform  the  eiceutiie  dutiei  duilng 
tucb  inpMcbment  or  inabilit;;  and  for  thy 
Taeancj  in  aaid  office,  not  berein  proTided  far, 
prDTiiion  maj  be  mid«  bj  law,  and  if  mcb  *a- 
caney  tbould  occur  without  luch  proiision  beiii^ 
made,  tbe  L^giatalure  ahall  l/e  ooDTened  by  llie 
"    ttte  for  the  purpoae  of  filling  laid 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbuoh, 

Said  lection  waa  amended  bj  iiriking  out  in 
tba  3d  line  tbe  wordi  "by  ibe  two  Houaei,"  and 
inaartioBin  lieu  tbereof  "at  bcreiobefore  pro- 


And  Ifae  aection,  aa  amended,  wai  adopted.       , 

The  niutb  leclion  of  ibe  report  wai  tbeo  i«ad 
aa  fbllowi: 

SecUm  9.  The  Oovemor  before  entering  upon 
thodulieaofbia  office,  iball  take  the  folJowiji^' 
oath: 

Hr.  Ohaiok  moTcd  to  amend  laid  teclioo  lj; 
adding  Bl  Ibe  end  tbereof,  the  following: 

"I  doaolemnly  tvear  (or  affirm.^ihatl  will' 
failhfullj  diacharge  the  dulies  of  the  office  uf' 
GoTemor,  and  wUI  to  the  b'ert  of  mj  abllit*,  pri:- 
aetie,  protect,  and  defend  the  CootliLutwn  of 
HarjiMd." 


Dun  tuggeatedthat  no  ^onun  « 


«pr«- 


The  PatiiDtHTi^tcm.,  directed  tbe  Secn- 
t»Tj  to  count  iJie  Con*ention. 
Tbe  count  baTing  been  made, 
A  quonioi  wai  declared  to  be  preaenL 
The  queatioa  haling  been  ilated  to  be  on  tha 
amendment  of  Mr.  GaiMH, 

Mr.  O.  explained  that  be  had  not  ituarted  the 
wordi  "Uie  Conitituliou  of  tbe  United  Btatea," 
bectuM  that  wai  a  leptrale  oatb  wfaicb  all  offi- 
cer! of  the  United  fitatrewere  obliged  to  take, 
when  ibaj  entered  upon  their  dutiei 

Mr.  Doaiti  enquired  whether,  under  tfae  old 
ConililulioD.  the  oath  did  not  include  the  oath  to 
•upport  the  Contiiiution  oftbc  United  Sutea.  If 
not,  itwsi  a  rery  appropriate  oaih,  and  both,  be 
thought,  ahould  be  embraced. 
'  Mr.  GaiaoH  laid,  he  did  not  recollect  the  es- 
'  act  legal  proTuJonl.  But  he  knew  that  leparata 
I  oalbt  were  taken,  Bnt  to  tup  port  the  ConaliUb 
tion  and  laws  o[  the  Slate.  There  «ii  than  a 
Hparate  oath  to  support  the  Conttitation  of  Ihe 
United  States  and  another  in  relation  lo  tbe  be- 
'  lief  in  the  Chriititn  religion. 

Mr,  DontBT  invited  Mr.  Gaaion  to  refer  him 
itoibecliuMof  iheold  Coniiituiion.  It  teemed 
I  lo  him  that  the  oalhi  might  be  put  together  h)  a 

, ,  Mr.  GauoH  Mid,  the  ConTention  ihould  beat 
in  mind,  that  Ihii  pruTiiion  looked  to  Ihe  oatb  to 
be  taken  bj  ihe  OoTernor  of  the  Slate  at  Marj- 
Und,  ai  such,  and  he.  (Mr.  G.,)  thought  that  the 
oath  thould  not  be  blended  wilh  the  oath  to  sup- 

'  port  the  Conatitutlon  of  the  United  Statei.  The 
Conitituiion  or  the  United  Btaiea.  required  erery 
~     ■.  before   he  entered  upon  the  d' 


fore,  lu  insert  it  bete.  Still  be  bad  no  particular 
objection  to  it. 

Mr.  Doa'tT  enquired,  whetlier  there  waa  not 
another  oaih,  which  required  ihe  incumbent  lo 
twear  that  lie  would  not  receive  the  profiti  bf 
any  other  office  held  by  any  other  person  ?  To 
give  an  opportunity  for  eimmination  of  theiie 
aererai  oaths,  be  suggested  that  ihe  aection  should 
lie  over  infonnallj. 

Mr.  GatioH  laid,  be  thought  there  wai  in  tbe 
bill  of  rights  a  provision  requiring  such  an  oatb, 
aa  the  gentleman  referred  to.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  Convention  would  not  put  in  this 
executive  oath,  every  thing  which  mlnht  be  re- 
quired by  other  parts  of  the  Constitution.  The 
effect  would  be  to  to  complicale  and  extend  the 
section  ai  to  make  it  combetsome. 

Mi.  Ddriet  said,  he  wotild  not^uk  any  delay 
but,  if  he  should  hereafter  deem  it  necessary,  he 
would  move  a  rc-considerallon. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend 
ment  of  .Mr.  GaaaoH. 

But  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  GwiHH  asked  tha  yeas  and  ntyi. 

Mr.  DoHiLDSOH  sugggetted,  that  some  time 
since  the  genliemin  froroKcnl,  (Mr.  Cbtmbera,} 
had  proposed  that  a  genersl  form  of  oath  should 
be  adopted  for  all  officers.  Thi>,  Mr.  D.  Ihoufrht, 
was  in  the  legislalive  report— and  tbe  question 
had  gone  over  ao  that  the  whole  matter  might  be 
made  to  aecotd.    Hit  impAasioa  waa  that  aueh. 


468 


was  tho  understanding.  He  BUgjc^sted  the  pro- 
priety of  not  muUiplyinj;  oaths  The  gentleman 
froRi  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  was  not  at  the  mo- 
ment in  his  seat — and  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  thought  that 
the  section  should  lie  o?er. 

Mr.  Graion  thought,  he  said,  that  in  addition 
to  the  general  oath,  it  might  be  proper  to  take 
the  oath  here  prescribed.  The  Uonstitution  of 
the  United  States  imposed  an  oath  upon  the  Pre- 
sident nearly  in  the  same  words,  and  embraced  in 
two  lines. 

Mr.  Spencer  explained  the  prerious  action  of 
the  ConTention  on  ihe  subject  of  oaths,  and  con- 
firmed the  opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Anne  Arundel,  [Mr.  Donaldson,!  in  regard 
to  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
[Mr.  Chambe's,]  to  offer  a  eeneral  oath,  and 
siiesTsted  that  the  matter  should  lie  over  for  the 
present 

Mr.  Gbas OK  acquiesced. 

And  the  section  was  informally  laid  over. 

The  tenth  section  was  read,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  offered,  was  adopted  in  the  follow- 
ling  words : 

Set.  10.  The  Governor  shall  bp  commander- 
in-chief  of  ihe  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  State, 
X  and  may  call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasions, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  enforce  the  execution 
of  the  laws;  but  shall  not  take  the  command  in 
person  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

The  eleventh  section  was  read,  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  offered,  was  adopted  in  thefol- 
o wing  words: 

See.  11.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
fai  hiully  executed. 

The  twelfth  section  of  the  report  was  read  as 
follows : 

Sec.  Mi.  PTe  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  cons«*nt  of  the  Senate,  appoint  all 
civil  and  military  officers  of  the  State  whose  ap- 
pointment or  election  is  not  otherwise  herein  pro- 
vided for. 

Mr.  Grasok  moved  to  amend  the  said  section 
by  adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  following : 

*'Uiilcss  a  different  mode  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  law  creating  the  office." 

Mr.  Crisfield  naid.he  had  intended  to  offer 
an  amendment  to  the  same  purpose.  But  he  sug- 
gested to  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne*s,  TMr. 
Grason.]  to  subsiituto  for  the  lanfi:uage  or  his 
ninendment  that  adopted  in  the  old  Constitution, 
[which  Mr.  C.  reiid.] 

Mr.  Gr/lson  said,  he  preferred  the  language  of 
h»  own  amendment,  and  stated  that  these 
amendroenis  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  upon  consultation  with  very  eminent  law- 
yers. 

Mr.  Crisfield  said,  he  offered  no  amendment. 
IJe  simply  made  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  Grason  said,  he  thought  the  object  of 
both  propositions  was  the  same. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  ugrecd  to 
And  the  section,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 
The  thirteenth  section  of  the  report  was  read 
as  follows : 


See.  13.  And  in  ease  of  any  racanejr  during  the 
,  receae  of  the  Senate  in  any  office  whieb  the  Go- 
vernor has  power  to  fill,  be  shall  appoint  aoMe 
suitable  person  to  fill  said  office,  wboae  oobbuk 
sion  shall  continue  in  foree  till  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  the  Lsffislatare,  or  until  aome 
other  person  is  appointed  to  the  laoie  office;  and 
the  nomination  of  the  person  thus  appointsd  do* 
ring  the  recess,  or  of  some  other  penon  in  his 
place  shall  be  made  to  the  Senate  within  thirty 
days  after  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ltgidatnre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GftASON, 

Said  section  was  amended  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "until,*'  in  the  fourth  line,  the  words 
**the  same  or."  and  by  striking  out  the  word 
"the,**  in  the  fifth  line,  and  inserting  the  woid 
"every.** 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holltdat, 

Said  section  was  further  amended,  by  striking 
out  in  the  sixth  line,  the  word  **soiiie,'*  and  in- 
serting the  word  **any.** 

The  section  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Crambebs,  of  Kent,  called  the  atteatwa 
of  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anoe'a.  [Mr.  Giar 
son  ]  to  the  language  of  the  thirteenth  aecUoa, 
which  provided  Uiat  **in  case  of  any  vacancy  du- 
ring the  recess  of  the  Senate  in  any  office  which 
the  Governor  has  power  to  fill,  be  shall  ap- 
point some  suitable  perron  to  fill  said  ofies, 
whose  eommimon  tkalt  continue  in  Jbrte  tmfil  ffo 
end  qf  the  next  session  </  the  Lijguklure,  er  vnfil 
some  other  person  it  appolnlcd  to  the  seme  o^b*.** 
And  he,  [Mr.  C.,]  suggested  a  difficulty  which 
might  grow  out  of  it.  ISuppose  the  case  of  a  m^. 
mination  by  the  Governor  being  rejected  fay  the 
Senate — and  where  there  was  a  lailure  dorhi| 
the  session  of  the  Senate  to  agree  to  any  nom- 
nation  of  the  Governor.  What  would  be  the 
condition  of  the  Governor's  appointee  during  the 
reci;S8.^ 

Mr.  Grason  thought,  he  said,  that  the  sugges- 
tion of  tfte  gentleman  from  Kent,  [Mr.  Chaoh 
bers,]  would  apply  more  properly  to  the  four- 
teenth than  to  the  thirteenth  section.  He,  [Mr. 
G  ,]  would  state  why  the  words  had  been  iinert- 
ed  as  they  stood  in  the  report  In  the  Constitth 
tion  as  it  now  was,  the  commission  was  to  bs 
continued  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  se^ 
sion  of  the  Legislature.  Judging  fVon  his  own 
experience,  it  occurred  to  him  that  it  might  hap- 
pen that  persons  thus  appointed  during  tlw  reosss 
might  be  incompetent  and  might  be  turned  o«t 
by  the  Govenior  before  the  Legislature  met,  sod 
some  other  person  t>e  appointed.  This  proviskn 
W88  made  to  enable  the  Governor  to  lura  out  a 
person  of  his  own  appointment,  if  he  should  be 
found  to  be  incompetent  during  the  recess  of  ths 
Legislature. 

The  next  <>ection,  [No.  14  ]  brought  up,  be 
thought,  the  question  suggested  by  the  gentlemsa 
from  Kent,  [Mr.  .Chambers]  Under  that  sec- 
tion some  difficulty  might  arise.  He  thought  that 
the  fourteenth  section  would  present  the  questioa 
more  properly. 

The  Presidcmt,  (fnro  Um.^)  to  Mr.  CHAMBsat. 
Dues  the  gentleman  move  to  reoonsider  the  vols 
hv  which  the  fotiTteeuth  section  had  been  adopt- 
ed? 


'r.  CBAmin  imid  it  (truck  him  tbat  tome  | 
mK]  might  occur.     He  took  it  tor  icnntcd 

iintmenli  nuda  bj  Uio  GoTomor  sd  iitftrim,  I 
lid  eoiso  with  tha  tBrminilion  of  the  Kuion. 

dfficultj  on  hit  DiiDd  wis,  that  Ihii  pruvi- 

■cnl  lo  conlinua  in  office  the  penon  ippoint- 
j  the  Qovernor,  not  onlj  until  tba  end  of 
■nion,  but  until  innilKr  appointment  ihould 
lade.    Of  eourie,  Ihia  we*  onlj  the  lugg^ei- 

of  the  momenl.  80  far  1*  he  could,  at  tliia 
lent,  appncinta  the  object  of  Iha  gentleman 
I  Qocen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Urason,)  he,  (Mr.  C.,) 
ittd  whallicr  the  language  of  the  rourLeenlh 
ioD  emitrolled  the  language  of  the  thirteenth. 
Ihcrwordi.  bethought  it  waidoubirul  whrth- 
le  fourteenth  leetion  would  comet  the  mii- 
f«f  the  thirumlh. 

[r.  Orison  »ld  that  he  had,  in  Ihe  fint  in- 
ee.  mijundtraiood  the  enquiry  of  the  gentle- 
Irom  Kent,  (Mr.  Cliamhen.)  He,  (Mr. 
I  Doir  Iboughl  that  there  miphi  be  ■  difficulty 
eh  the  fourtcanth  (ection  would  nol,  as  he  had 
nt  nppoaed.  Rificiently  meet.     He  thought 

an  ameitdiDHitthould  be  made  to  that  uc- 
.  There  waa  now  a  general  proTjiioD  in  re- 
Hl  to  all  ippointineiili,  that  the  incubeuU 
lid  continue  m  office  until  their  aucceison 
lid  bo  appointed.  The  object  had  been  Co 
'«nt  detriment  lo  I'le  publie  inlereals  from 
rtegnuma,  whether  arising  from  tbe  ro- 
tor* temper  of  Ihe  Ooremor  or  (he  Senate, 
Mb. 

Ir.  CiitriiLD  laid  be  had  very  imperfectly 
■d  tbe  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Queen 
ie>  (Mr  Gni!iDn,)  but  it  uemed  (0  him,  [Mr. 

that  under  the  section  as  it  now    '-    '  ■■■ 
■te  might,  under  aomecireumslanc    . 
led  from  an;  participation  in  the  appointing 
er.      He    lu^p^ised   nuch  a  case,  and  a^ked 

■uch  a  prorisjon  would  worhl  Such  a  case 
bt  occur.  Under  the  old  constitution  It  was 
llallj  guanled  acaintt. 

Ir.  C.  read  (he  GHeenth  aection  of  the  act  of 
>,  (amcndalory  of  the  eoMtitution,}  at  fnl- 

Tba  GoTcrnor  shall  hare  power  (0  Ell  any 
UKiJ  that  ma  J  occur  in  any  such  offices  during 
raceis  of  tliR  Senate,  by  granline  commis- 
•  which  «hall  expire  upon  the  appointment 
bti  atme  penun,  or  any  oiher  penon,  by  and 
I  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sei.ate,  to  (be 
■  office,  or  at  the  expiration  of  one  calendar 
ith,  eniuing  tbe  emnmen cement  of  the  nei( 
ilarteaaion  of  the  Senate,  which  ever  shall 


on  amendment  which  was  •ubttaDtially  a  eiuy 
of(heactoflB3G. 

Tha  PaiamiHT,  pro.  Km.  The  geiilleroaD 
muilmoTe  to  recoDaider  befure  be  can  oiTu  bit 
amendment. 

Mr.  CatariaLD  then  mored  to  reconsider  Ihe 
Toteiif  the  Convention  just  taken  on  the  (bir- 
taenth  section,  to  enable  him  to  move  the  follow- 
incaa a lubitidite  for  saiil  section. 

The  amendment  of  which  Mr.  C.  intended  (0 
offer,  ifthe  motion  10  lecontider  should  prerajl, 

•■The  Governor  shotl  hiiTB  power  to  fill  any 
TRCsncy  (hat  may  occur  during  the  recew  of  (hn 
Senate,  in  any  office  to  which  the  Goiernor  hat 
thepowerof  appointment,  by  gianling  3  com- 
_■ ■.•_i  jIjjJi  oxpife  upon    the   appoint- 


it  of  th 


i,by 


bis  pioTiaian,  he,  [Mr.  C,,]  thought,  was 
Jl  leai  liable  lo  lead  to  miscbicfthan  the«ec- 
.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  object  of  the 
Jeman  from  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Grason,} 
preritel}  (be  same  ai  that  contemplated  in 
Kt  of  1836 

•  Ibougbt  (ha(  the  section  as  it  stood,  might 
crvertcd  — thai  it  was  open  to  doubt  and  mis- 
itmclioii.  and  might  be  construed  (0  give  lo 
Gtmrnor  tha  ekcluiiire  power  of  aptnint- 
iL    ToobTiatothiadiSsulijihe  wouldoffcr 


tliB  same  office,  or  at  the  expiration  of  one  cal- 
endar month,  eniuing  Ihe  commencement  of  the 
next  regular  se«inn  of  the  Senate  nhich  eret 
shall  fir*t occur"; 

Mr,  GaniDN  compared  (he  fection  with  Iha 
amendment  as  offered  by  (he  gentlemen  Inini 
BomerSPt,  [Mr.  Critfieid.}  and  argued  (hat  it 
was  not  npen  tothe  eicBpiioim  taken  agiinstit 
by  that  gentleman.  Its  object  simply  was,  lo 
EUard  sgainut  racancics.  1  hen  werii  loino  of- 
Dces  which  it  waa  extremely  important  aUould 
not  be  left  racant. 

Mr.  SraNcan  could  not  tee  the  difficulty  in 
this  section  which  his  friciida  on  the  odieraide 

He  gave  bis  conatiucdon  of  it,  and  submitted 
that  by  looking  at  Ihe  bill  in  all  its  parts — by 
,  comparing  the  eSvct  of  one  section  upou  the 
I  o(herJ( noticing  spei^islly  the  twelfth,  thirleenlh, 
and  lifteen(b,)  it  wouM  be  found  that  every  oh- 
jeit  had  been  attained. 

Mr.  Cii«Haaaa.  of  Kent,  diisented  frcm  the 
construction  put  upon  the  nmendment  by  the 
gentleman  Troni  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Spencer,) 
and  submilled  thai  the  language  of  the  secliuii 
did  not  CBiry  ont  the  idea  of  the  committee:  and 
he  luggested  (ha(  the  whole  difficulty  might  be 
obviated  by  insetting  after  tha  word  "office"  in 
'the  fifth  line,  the  words  "whichever  shall  firiit 

Mr.  GaasOH  replied  to  Ihe  objections  taken  by 
Mr.  CHaMBiRi,  and  eipreued  (he  opinion,  thai, 
it  was  scarcely  possible  that  the  mi'chicvoua  re- 
.  suits  which  (hat  gentleman  supposed  might  oc- 
cur from  (he  adoption  of  the  seedon  could  be 
I  realized. 

He,  [Mr.  G..]  was  not  disposed,  however,  to 
be  tenacious  in  a  mailer  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  CHaniaHS,  of  Kent,  remarked  (hat  the 
amendment  he  had  indicated,  could,  at  latt(,do 

'  Mr.  GaAioH  lUpposed  a  ease  in  which  injury 
to  (he  public  terrice  might  mult  from  the 
■mendmen(,  and   in&is(ed  on   the  importance  of 

I  some  proviiion  guarding  againtt  vacancies  which 
might  occur  from  a  colliiion  between  the  e\ecu- 

I  (ire  and  (be  8ena(B.  It  was  not  likely  thai  su  :h 
caiea    would    occur    oltea;  but  it   wa*    wallto 

I  guaid  againtt  tbe  pwiibility  althBi^ 


Mr.  Baaifr,'Dr  Baltlnore  elty,  dMind  •  i«- 
«oiuldenlk>n  for  anolhar  object. 

Mc  read  tbe  twelfth  leatioo,  and  uid,  that  the 
appointiojE  power  wu  vetted  In  tha  Goiarnor 
■Dd  the  Senate  eoncuireiitlT.  Now,  the  tblr- 
teenth  NCtion  profided  onlj  for  cam  ar*a<rtD07 
duriDttba  nceM  of  the  Senate.  But  be  tub- 
Kitted  that  a  case  migfat  occur — and  bad  oocur- 
Ted  under  the  old  CoDititulioD,  aod  under  the 
Conalitatioaof  the  United  Slalei— where  anew 
olEcc  bad  been  created  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
Mon.  Could  the  GoTernor  fill  Itaat  office  during 
the  recea?  At  the  thlrteaotb  MClion  now  itood, 
be  coold  nol,aitbar  ucdar  tbat  or  tbe  IwcIfUi  tac- 
tion. To  remorellilidoubtheahould  hereafter 
{if  the  recontldention  preraUcd,)  offer  an 
amend  ment. 

Hr.  OauoH  lald.lhal  probably  tbe  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  citj,  (Mr.  Brent,}  wai  right  in 
bit  contlnictloa.  but  be,  [Mr.  0.,1  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  gentteman  la  the  partlcubr 
wordioftbe  thirteenth  BeeLion. 

Some  conrenation  followed. 

Ttte  queition  wai  ihea  taken, 

And  the  toib  b;  which  the  thirteenth  lectioD 
had  been  adopted,  wat  reconiidered. 

Mr.  Ch*mhbi,  ofKent,  then  mored  to  amend 
the  aeetion  b;  Inaeniiq;  alter  the  word  "i^ce," 
h)  the  6fUi  line,  tbe  worda  "which  erer  ihall  flnt 

The  qoeatioa  wai  taken,  and 

The  Tute  elood  ajei  33,  noea  IT. 

No  quorum  Toting. 

Tbe  quetUon  wu  again  taken,  and 

Tbe  Toie  ttood  ajet  39,  nuei  3 1 . 

So  tbe  'amendment  wa*  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CiitFiELO  laid,  he  would  now  offer  hia 
amendment,  aj  a  tubtlitute  far  ihe  tection.  The 
amendment  of  Ihe  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr 
Cnamben,)  would  uot  do  awa;  wiih  the  difficul- 
ty, he,  [Mr,  C  ,]  saw. 

The  lubititute  wa>  again  read. 

Tbe  question  wai  then  taken,  and 

The  Bubjtituta  wai  agreed  to. 

The  quettion  Iheo  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  taid!ubiuLuta,  ai  the  Ibirlcenlb  secLon  of 
the  report. 

Mi.  Bkeht,  of  Baltimore  oitj,  t«id,  Ihit  ai  the 
Bubstitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Someraet,  (Mr, 
Criifleld.}  had  been  adopted,  it  would  be  necet- 
aarjr  for  him,  [.Mr.  B.,]  to  move  an  ameiidmeat, 
which  be  probablj  might  not  hare  offered,  if  the 
pTopotili'in  bad  been  allowed  to  aland  in  the 
original  form. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  lo  amend  said  tubelitutebj 
ineertmc  after  the  word  "appointment"  in  the 
Csarlb  line,  the  following; 

"Or  in  ca<e  any  office  or  appointment  shall 
be  created  bj  law,  and  shall  not  be  fltlsd  durmg 
the  neasion  of  the  Senate. " 

The  amendment  waa  read,  and  the  pending 
question  was  staled  lo  be  on  the  adoplion  thereof 

Mr.  BkRHT  explained  its  object. 

Mr.  DuKiBT  toggested  that  the  substitute  of 
Mr.  CeisriiLD  covered  more  ground  than  the 
geotltaua  Mppowd. 


Sanw  MEpluMtioD  followed  on  tbe  put  «f 
HetHa.  Brmt,  DoRitT,  andCaiiruiA,  wbM 

Mr,  llDBtaT  waived  hit  objectkn. 

Hr.  BBaNTsUtedthBtlbeobjectofhiaaMBd- 
ment  wai  to  obviate  a  diOciUty  tbat  had  aiaM 
under  Ibe  old   ConatilutioD   (referml  lo  hat^ 

Mr.  CaiintLD  had  not  been  awvre,  be  mU, 
tbat  anj  tneh  difficulty  bad  ariifn  VMkr  Iba 
provision  of  the  oM  Conaittulion.  And  hi 
thought  thai  some  mehimendmeatw  Ibe  pDU^ 
man  from  Ballimore  city  bad  oOercd,  pnfvly 
guarded,  ibould  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GaitoH  expreaaed  bit  n^rat  tbat  te 
■eetlon  bad  notbeenpennitledtoatandaaaiwd 
ed.  Tbe  aection  of  the  old  Cuutltutioo  lulainal 
the  old  debateable  grounda  wbicb  bed  beao  adad 
upon  in  different  ways  by  different  Omeriwn. 
At  the  taction  waa  now  Bomided,  be  tbdagkt 
that  ite  language  wat  not  auaceptible  otujmi^ 


Mr.  BaiHT,  of  Baltimore  ci^,  to  abow  tbt 
difficultiea  had  ariaen  on  thi*  queatioa,  raadtbi 
following  extraol  from  a  letter  addreated  to  hk 
by  TBoa.  H.  D'Nui.,  Bk|  ,  SeoiWy  of  IJIata; 
Stati  DBPaarMB»i,t 
Aontpolii,  reb.  ST,  IBftl.  f 
Hod.  R.  J.  Bktvr, 

.Menwir  Gtwral: 
SiR : — By  the  direclioo  of  tbe  Oowttaat,  I » 

-jtfully  call  JO ■'--  •-   "-   '-■>-- ^ 

It,  which  you 

By  the  act 'of  1836,  (BmeDdatoryof  tbep» 
existing  ConititutioD,)  chapter  197,  aec  II,  tM 
appointing  power  it  vetted  in  the  GovctBor,  t> 
be  eierciied  by  and  wllh  the  advice  and  eoMtal 
of  the  Senate.  By  tbe  IStb  tee.  ibe  Goreracr  b 
authorized  to  Gil  vacanciei  which  may  oees, 
during  the  receti  of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  practice  heretofore  obtaining  fai  thiiDt- 
parlmeni,  in  the  appointment  of  new  Juaticea  of 
tbe  Heace,  has  been  lo  cooGoe  such  appomtacM, 
during  the  recess  of  the  6enate,  excliaivelj  to 
cases  of  vacancy  ;  thereby  seeming  U>  view  do 
power  of  the  Governor  as  limited  in  a  ttiifl 
conatniclion  of  the  Uth  teclion  of  Ibe  ad  d 
1896,  before  referred  to. 

Notaries  Public,  Commiauonera  to  take  ae- 
knowledgmenls  of  deed),  bo.  out  of  tha  Slat*, 
Auctioneers  in  Ihe  city  of  Baltimore,  and  elb« 
similar  otficen,  created  bv  Uw,  come  wilbai  tba 
operation  of  the  Mtb  eecuon,  aforeaaid  ;  aad  tk 
number  and  location  of  said  cAcera,  in  vml 
caaei,  are  left  diecreUooary  witbtbe  Exwlivi. 
It  frequently  occura  that  additional  anninUHb, 
during  the  recess  of  tbe  Senate,  are  requftd  bj 
the  public  interests,  and  yd  it  is  a  matlat  af 
doubt  with  the  Executive  at  to  wbetbar  or  Ml 
he  ii  reatricied  to  tbe  filling  up  ol  actna)  tjm 
ciea,  occasioned  bj  daatb,  removal,  rvMOvaleat 
of  Ihe  place  design  tted  by  law,  reiignatiM,  i^ 
fiAal  to  qualify,  or  any  other  reoogniiedcaMat' 
vacancy. 

The  extract  having  been  read, 

Mr  BaxHT  laid  that  the  object  of  ba  ^mI- 
DUDt  iru  b>  obviale  thb  tUfficalty.    ' 


BL0  Moved  to  ■maud  tha  mmend- 
fiauir,  bj  inortiDg  iflar  tha  word 
iiin  Iwcdty  daj«  nail  b«fora  the  rt- 

w  WM  than  ttkan  and  dacidad  in 

a,iju37,i>ati*35. 

dmeniof  Mr.  Cristikld  wutgrMi] 


Iba  tann  oT  whioh  would  be  loniar ;  tud  to  pnk 
fide  for  inch  a  eoDlingtnot,  bo  lofpnlad  that 
.1 ..  ...  i_.  i_., —  ..J  ihou"^  "-  ' -' 


iha  word!  tw  had 


irtMDth  HctioD 

Mtioo  than  TMuned  the  coMidara- 
urtrcnth  Mctlon. 

of  Mr.  UouiT, 

A  was  ninendad  bj  •triking  out  the 

In  the  fint  line. 

etiOD,  as  amended,  wai  adopted. 
:■«  roM  to  an  explanation.  On  ptgt 
igitler  of  debate*,  be  u  leparlad   ir 


t  undentood  bj  the  reporter.  He 
he  conmillee  did  not  ap*v  with 
lid  that  the  Le^latu'S  would  nut 

But  a  majoritj  of  tba 
to  go  with  Gin. 
ilh  lection  of  Ibe  report  wu  then 

tl  oiiil  officeri  appointed  bj  the  Od- 
Senate,  iJiall  be  nomineled  to  llii 
n  fifieen  daji  fh>m  the  aornmeoce 
I  regulir  Kuion  of  the  Leg iiUture 


hould  ba  in 


Mr  GaAeewhadooottiaction,  he  »td,  to  tha 
tmandoieDt,  bat  lulMnitlMl  to  the  geotleiiiaii  fhw* 
Kant,  (Mr.  Cbamban.)  whether  the  word  "  bi- 
ennitilT.*'  Inierted  aftar  llie  word  "  appoinlad," 
in  the  Ant  line,  would  not  aniwer  the  pnrpoae? 

Hr.CHtMiiHaMaoted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gi&mh,  the  laid  amend- 
ent  w»i  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Dpaiir,  ■ 

Said  leetlon  wu  •iiMnde4  bj  urikiog  out  hii 
(beSfth  line,  the  wont  "%,''i^iuhatituling  tho' 
word  "and  " 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  CaiNBiai,  of  Kent, 

Said  eaellon  wa*  further  ameodBd  b;  atrikinc 
out  in  the  Bflfa  liite,  the  woi^  "Ihej  tn." 

Mr  DouiT  mored  forlher  to  amend  uUI  If- 
entfa  aaetion,  b;  adding  at  the  end  tberMf,  the 
roliowing: 

"Uiilen  the  appointment  ba  made  to  411  a  Ta- 
ctnt  ofBee,  wfaan  the  appointee^  tsnnifaell  oom- 
-anee  u  aoon  aa  he  aball  bt*e  qoaliDed." 

Which  waa  r«ad. 

Mr.  DoMcr  withdrew  eaid  amandmaiit. 

Theeald  flflaen  teeiioD  waa  than  adopted  m 


jb  jear,  (unl*M      ,  .... 
red  Trom  office,)  or  until  their  suo 
tcliTelj,  qualify  according  to  law. 
OH  moved  10  amend  the  wctioD  bj 
,  Id  tbe  filth  line,  the  words  "  r- 
MertloE  in  lieu  thereof,  "  two  jeai 
ion  wu  laken,  and  the  amendmeni 

o«  moved  further  to  amend  the  m< 
ng  out,  in  the  lut  line,  the  won 

ivertation   followed  on  tha  part  or 

ion  waa  theu  taken  oa  tha  amend' 


r.  Graaon,)  to 
da  "  unlesa  otherwiM  provided  fi 
>ii,  Mr.  C.  aaid,  wu  drawn  upon 
ill  office n  were  appointed  bv  the 
id  Senate,  and  were  to  bold  thair  of- 
>  jeara-    But  Ibere  might  be  an  office 


novo  him  in  purautnce  of  the  lenlenee  of 
martial ;  and  ma j  *u>pend  or  remove  anj 
civil  officer  wboee  tenure  of  oSoe  ia  not  plic«d 
bejond  hie  control  bj  aome  other  provliion  of  tbia 
Coralitution. 

Mr  GiAioa  moved  to  amend  aaid  leelion  hj 
adding  at  tbe  end  thereof,  the  bllowiDg:  "or  the 
law  creating  the  offioe." 

Mr.  CsiMBaaa  would  enquire  of  tbed)alrman, 
what  waa  in  eontenplatioo  of  the  isommillee,. 
this  sixleaoth  aeolloo  tbej  nv,  the  Go-- 
ii;  remove  all  oivil  oSoeri  wboee  tenurei 
of  office  ti  not  placed  bavond   hii  oontml  bj  mf 
eiprtaa  proviaionof  theCoMtltutioo. 

va*  Iptended  to  introduce  here,  or  to  eoBiv 
lenance  the  practice  ol  removal  from  olBoe  for 
political  opinion,  he  abould  ngret  (he  succeaa  of 
an  J  aucb  design.  He  bad  not  anticipated  any  at- 
tumpt  to  Inaert  a  provisioD,  which  coold  imply 
the  right  of  the  executive,  .to  remova  ftom  office, 
without  juai  cause  officers  who  reeeivedtheirap- 
poinloient  from  tbe  joint  action  of  tbe  Govetmr 
and  Senate.  He  waa  unwilling  to  make  thoeo 
who  were  Ihua  deliberately  appointed,  and  who 
should  prove  themselves  oomMtent,  and  faithtol, 
dependent  upon  the  breath  of  the  Governor.  A. 
power  to  rut  abort  the  pditical  existenoe  of  a 
meritoriou)  officer.  In  the  midat  of  the  term  for 
whioh  he  waa  appointed,  by  the  mereipac  Aritof 
a  party  Governor,  was  a  dangerous  incentive  to 
mat-  adminittratioD.    It  ahould  be  eontrolad. 

It  was  ssid  tbe  same  powec  tx*&  Vnt^  ^ivt.'ni 
ttie  new  anlc\a\idioa^ke«&\aXn  'Cw  OMaSbKa&oik. 
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of  1836.  If  80,  it  still  left  the  question  now  to  be 
considered,  whether  it  was  proper,  fiiit  it  was 
nover  practically  so  considered.  The  power  to 
remove  had  never  been  exercised,  but  in  thecase 
of  inferior  offirers,  on  complaint,  and  for  mis- 
conduct, or  incompetency.  An  attempt  to  ex- 
eicise  it,  would  have  been  visited  by  an  indignant 
public  sentiment.  A  deliberate  introduction  now 
of  such  a  clause  might  possibly  be  regarded  as 
an  invitation,  or  at  least  an  inducement,  to  exer- 
cise'  such  an  odious  power,  and  lead  to  gro^s 
abuse. 

He  was  not  aware  Uiat  any  other  portion  of  the 
bill  had  provided  any  adeouate  restraint  upon  the 
mischievous  indulgence  ot  this  premgation  ;  of 
this,  however,  the  chairman  could  inform  the 
House,    i^ome  guard  ought  to  be  introduced. 

Mr  Gbason  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kent,  had  commented  on  the  power  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  make  removal 
from  office.  That  subject  was  discussed  in  the 
tfirst  Congress  under  ttie  Constitution,  and  it  was 
yieo  decided,  Mr.  Madison  concurring,  that  the 
power  of  removal,  if  not  expressly  limited,  was 
^  incidental  to  the  power  of  appointment.  The 
gentleman  from  Kent,  contended  that  it  was  now 
proposei' to  confera  new  and  dangerous  power 
on  the  Executive,  but  if  he  bad  examined  our 
present  Constitution,  he  would  have  seen  that 
this  power  had  been  conferred  by  the  origi- 
nal provisions  of  1776,  and  had  never  been  sub- 
sequently modified.  The  power  of  removal  pro- 
perly belonged  to  the  Executive,  in  relation  to 
annual  or  biennial  appointments,  and  if  it  did 
not  exist  in  some  branch  of  the  government,  pub- 
lic officers  might  retain  their  commissions,  after 
they  had  notoriously  betrayed  their  trust,  or 
proved  themselves  incompetent  to  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  He  had,  however,  prepared  an 
amendment  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  some  of 
the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grason  then  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, (suggested  to  him,  he  said,  by  the  explana- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Cham- 
bers,) 

Amend  the  section  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  ''remove,^'  ii  the  fourth  line,  to  the  end  of 
said  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing: ''all  civil  officers  who  are  appointed 
biennially  by  the  Governor  and  Senate.'* 

Mr.  PasssTMAK  expressed  his  conviction  that 
after  the  forcible  views  presented  by  the  honor- 
able Chairman  of  the  Committee,  the  Conven- 
tion would  see  the  propriety  of  letting  the  sec- 
tion stand  without  lurther  amendment,  than  the 
modification  which  the  Chairman  had  prepared. 
On  the  subject  of  the  doctrine  of  removal  from 
oMce.  he  dissented  entirely  from  the  view  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kent.  The  power  of  removal, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  insisted  had  always  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governor.  It  was  a  power  whicli 
every  ('resident  ol  the  United  States  exercised 
when  he  came  into  office.  And  if  the  power 
was  not  in  the  hands  oi  the  Executive,  the  effeti 
would  be  that  any  subordinate  must  remain  in 
office,  whether  he  was  able  to  perform  the  duties 
or  not    £achoftbe  poUlical  patl\««  i^moved 


persona  of  oppoaite  sentimeoti  from  office,  and 
Uie  common  excuse  set  up,  when  enquiry  was 
made,  was  that  it  was  foi  cause.  He  had  seeo 
men  of  the  most  respectable  standing,  of  the 
highest  class  of  business  meo,  skilful  and  iiidiis- 
trious,  struck  down,  and  removed,  as  it  was  li- 
leged,  for  cause,  He  would  say  it  was  not  for 
cause.  The  Councils  of  the  city  of  Baltioion 
have  been  in  the  practice  of  removiiiff  their  oC- 
cers.  They  are  all  removable  bj  the  will  sad 
power  of  the  Executive,  and  so  it  is  throtq^t 
the  country  generally.  And  there  was  as  BMch 
money  too  in  the  hands  of  the  city  officers,  who 
have  been  removed,  ss  can  be  found  any  where. 
He  liked  to  see  a  strong  Executive.  It  was  not 
asking  too  much,  to  ask  that  eitner  party  should 
possess  the  power. 

He  objected  to  the  principle  of  the  gentleass 
from  Kent.  The  power  is  not  only  sustained  by 
the  Constitution  of  1836,  but  bv  the  Gonstitstwo 
of  the  State  of  1776,  and  he  believed  that  whes 
the  gentleman  from  Kent  looked  back  to  that 
instrument,  and  saw  what  had  been  done  by  oar 
ancestors,  who  are  so  much  revered  by  that  gea- 
tleman,  that  he  would  be  induced  to  witboraw 
his  objection.  He  (Mr.  P.)  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Governor  ought  to  have  the  power  to  remove 
any  incompetent  persons.  The  abuse  of  th« 
power  is  one  thing,  and  the  existence  of  it  for 
wise  purposes  another.  Those  who  to>dsy  bsj 
be  disposed  to  deny  its  very  exisienee,  will  s^ 
prove  perhaps  to-morrow  of  its  exercise,  oader 
a  flimsy  pretence  of  eeuss  to  justi^  a  poiitiesl 
end. 

Mr.  Chambbbs  said,  he  had  not  diseovared  tki 
precise  point  of  his  remarks,  to  whieh  the  ceatle* 
man  from  fialtimore  city  was  opposed.  He  did 
not  understand  the  gentleman  to  deny  arij  one  of 
his  propositions.  He  did  not  know  ot  any  in- 
stance, in  which  the  Governor  of  Maryland  lad 
removed  a  person  from  office. 

Does  the  gentleman  know  of  any  ease? 

Mr.  PaassTMAN  replied  that  he  did  not  at  the 
moment  call  any  case  to  his  recollection,  fiut 
every  one  knew  that  the  existing  govemment  of 
the  United  States  had  removed  many  persooi 
from  office.  .  He  did  know  cases  in  Maryland 
where  parties  had  been  removed  on  account  of 
incompetence  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
But  removals  of  this  Kind  did  not  grow  out  of  the 
Constitution.  The  question  we  are  discossiDg  ii 
as  to  the  power,  not  its  application. 

Mr.  Chambers.  If  the  Governor  has  ever  re* 
moved  an  officer  before  the  expiration  d  bis 
term,  on  the  ground  of  a  diffierenee  in  political 
sentiments,  he  was  yet  to  learn  the  fact.  With 
some  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  theSbte 
for  the  last  forty  years,  he  had  no  reoolle^ion  of 
such  a  case.  The  power  of  lemoval,  in  the  ease 
of  inferior  officers,  as  a  conservaUre  power,  vis 
defensible.  An  officer  migbt  be  found  uttrrij 
incompetent,  might  become  demented,  or  guilty 
of  gross  crime,  and  in  such  cases  his  reoortl 
might  be  very  proper.  The  original  Constiiutioi 
gave  the  power  of  removal  in  cases  wheie  s  civil 
officer  was  not  appointed  during  good  bebavioitr, 
but  in  the  very  next  section,  it  provided  tbatsll 
sueh  offioan  should  be  appointed  anoually.  T^ 
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that  the  Govtmor  could  only  remove 
I,  who  were  aiiniiaily  appointed,  und  these 
iif  his  own  appoinlinent.  I'here  was  no 
'  of  removal  for  political  opinion  in  ^uch  a 
»f  things;  and  in  point  of  fact,  as  far  as  he 
formed,  removakhad  only  occunefl  in  the 
r  justices  of  the  peace  and  officers  oi'  that 
wtio  hjd  been  subject  to  charges  for  in- 
leDcj  or  misbehaviour. 

had  heard,  that  at  one  time,  the  question 
looted,  whether  the  Governor,  under  the 
ments  of  1836  had  power  to  remove  clerks 
gisters,  who  had  beeen  appointed  by  his 
eswrs,  and  who^e  term  of  office'  hid  not 
d.  But  ihe  attempt  was  not  ni»'e  and  he 
ed  never  ^ould  be  made,  because  he 
t  no  Governor  would  subject  himself  to  the 
id  Universal  ind  gnaiion  which  such  an  at- 
must  incur  He  submitted  to  the  gentle- 
Dd  to  the  house,  whether  any  one  artcuuld 
igiried,  which  would  occasion  [greater  ex- 
nt  or  greater  odium  throughout  the  length 
sadth  of  the  State,  than  that  of  an  edict  of 
owiiior,  revoking  the  commissions  of  the 
and  registers,  granted  by  his  predecessor, 
other  reason  but  that  of  a  difference  in 
il  opinion. 

ivas  aware,  that  in  the  Federal  grove  n- 
)fficers  had  been  removed  on  such  grounds. 
eg<ird  to  a  certain  class  of  officers  such  as 
epresenting  the  Government  abroad  and 
necessarily  intrusted  with  the  confidence 
Biecutive,  in  the  discharge  of  such  duties 
)  political  in  their  nature,  it  might  be  ne- 
.    We  had  no  such  cla!)S  in  the  &$tate. 

as  true,  that  when  the  Government  wa« 
Iby  the  powerful  arm  of  General  Jackson, 
.ments  were  revoked^  as  well  as  made 
irty  considerations.  Some  <f  the  best  and 
men  in  the  nation  r  sisied  the  power,  and 
it  to  be  found  in  the  ^pirit  of  the  Consti- 
But  there  waa  no  appeal  from  his  decis' 
[thad  ultimately  grown  into  familijr  prac- 
d  it  was  now  pursued,  as  much  by  one 
I  the  other.  In  this  respect  he  believed 
sre  pretty  much  alike. 
*ust<  d  never  to  see  any  such  practice  in- 
d  into  Maryland.  .As  he  wished  never  to 
ler  such  a  di<ipensation,so  he  must  refuse 
ent,  to  any  provision  in  the  Constitution, 
by  recognizing  such  a  powei,  seems  to 
ita  exercise-  We  now  know  how  it  has 
isewhere  abused,  and  Iheref^jre  how  it 
>  here  abused.  He  hope«l  a  considera- 
the  subject  would  induce  the  Convention 
i  the  provision  in  such  a  way,  as  to  secure 
,  who  were  competent,  faithful,  useful, 
ceptable  to  the  comninniiy,  from  being 
fd.  merely  hecaiise  th«>ir  best  and  h  nest 
ons  led  them  to  adopt  a  particular  class 
ical  opinions. 

pRKSiTMAN  replied, 

nme  of  the  ablest  statesman  in  the  Union, 
intained  the  ri^ht  of  the  Bxecutive  to 
imovals  from  offi  e.  He  then  referred  to 
9cacy  of  that  d  cirine  by  Mr.  Calhoun, 
posed  to  the  administration,  in  the  case 
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of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Duane  from  the  cabinet. 
Under  all  parties  from  ti.e  beginning  of  the  fed- 
eral government,  by  the  elder  Adams,  Jeffer»oo, 
&c.,  down  to  this  day,  the  power  of  making 
removals  from  office  has  been  exercised. 

A-  to  the  ^tate  of  Maryland  the  removals 
have  not  been  very  numerous,  but  the  power  has 
never  been  doubted. 

He  then  called  the  attention  of  the  gentleman 

!  to  the  cane  of  Col.  W.  R.   Stewart,  of  Baltio  ore 

'  city,  who  wa^  removed  from  the  office  of  com- 

I  mis^ioner  of  lottr'ries,  and  stated  at  some  length 

'  the  particulars  of  that  removal. 

I      The  gentleman  from  Kent  has  demanded  to 

know  when  this  power    was  exercised — neither 

of  us  have  command  of  the  files  of  the  Executive 

Chamber  a  I  this  moment.    He  did  not  doubt  an 

examination  would  sustain  bis  position. 

Mr.  JcNiFER  said:' 

J t  was  too  late  at  the  present  day  to   charge 

upon  one  party  or  the  other,  removals  from  office 

i  without  cause.    He   believed  it  had   long  oecn 

I  conceded,  if  not  a  fixed  fact,  that  political  rea- 

sorts  are  sufficient. 

He  did  not  think  that  either  his  friend  from 
Kent,  (Mr  Chambers  )  or  from  the  city  of  BmI- 
timore,  (Mr.  Fres«*tman,)  eloquent  as  they  both 
were,  would  succeed  in  reversing  the  principle 
which  had  been  in  practice  ever  since  it  had 
been  proclaimed,  and  ju»t  acted  on  by  a  disiin- 
ffuished  f  iuctionary  in  a  sister  Slate,  [Governor 
Marcy,  of  New  York,  who  happened  at  this 
monrent  to  be  within  the  bar  of  the  Con- 
vention.]—**1  hat  to  the  victor,  belonged  the 
spoils.** 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Grason, 

And  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  section  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

The  seventeenth  section  was  then  reiid  as  fol- 
lows: 

See.  17.  The  Governor  may  convene  the  legis- 
lature or  the  Senate  alone,  on  extraordin  ry  oc- 
casions; and  whenever  from  the  presence  of  an 
enemy,  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  seatofgov- 
emment  shall  become  an  unsafe  place  lor  the 
meeting  of  the  legi>lature,  he  may  direct  their 
sessions  to  be  held  at  some  other  convenient 
place. 

No  amendment  having  been  offered, 

The  section  was  a«iopted. 

The  eighteenth  section  was  read, 

No  amendment  having  hi  en  offered,  was  adopt- 
ed in  the  words  following: 

See.  18  He  »hall  from  time  to  time,  infbrm 
the  legislature  of  the  condition  of  Ihe  Siate,  and 
recommend  to  th^ir  consideration  such  measures 
as  he  may  judge  necessary  and  expedient. 

Ihe  nineteenth  section  was  read  as  follows: 

See  19  He  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves 
and  pardons,  (except  in  cases  of  impearhment  ) 
and  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures  for  offences 
against  the  State;  but  shall  in  every  case  in  which 
be  exerci.oes  this  power,  report  to  eithi  r  branch 
ef  the  legislature,  whenever  required,  the  peti- 
tions, recommendalioos  and  reasons,  which  in- 
fluence his  deciiioD. 

Mr.  Dorset  moved  to  «m«Ck!^  ^v^  ^k.^'^'c^^V^ 
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iosf  rting  aftor  the  word  ^impeachment,*'  in  the  ded,  and  that  the  Hooie  woold  nerer  eonanit  te 

•eeond  line  the  following:  give  the  Leg ittatort  an  anliwitAd  avrtMirilf  to 

"And  in  caaet  where  he  may  be  deprived  of  rtmtrkx  the  power  in  the  hande  of  the  Eawea- 

•ach  power  by  some  profition  of  thia  Constilu-  ti?«,buf  only  in  refinvnee  to  tM  caaei  raatnclM 

tioo,  or  express  iegi^laUve  enactment."  >»  <]>«  ConiUf otwn. 

which  he  ihought  II  »ndispensible  for^lhe  L^w  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  J^J^  mmmi:  ^Thm  «a». 

^*"'.!.  !S^u  •.  *  •  1*'?'^^"    -^^  J^  Legislature  ^^^^  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^j^,,      ^^^^    H.  did  not 

aboold  think  It  right  to  deprive  the  Govtinor  of  ^^^  j,.^  aroendmenl  with  a  Viaw  to  iapvH*  *a 

the  power  of  Mtendin|5  pardon  in  a  case  where  Governor  of  the  pardoning  pow«r.    BMtokavt 

lU  exercise  would  be  injurious  to  the  public  in-  ^^  p^doning  powi  r  ia  tha  aaM  oondulon  il  al- 

terest,  it  would  be  proper  that  they  should  have  waysheretJore  esi  ted     It  appaarad  to  Wm 
the  power  to  do  so.    There  ought  to  be  this  re-        '  important  that  there  should  be  a  power  ia 

strict! ve  power  somewhere;  the  Constitution  the  u*»*^t««— •»  authority  m  thero  alvijs 

had  vested  it  in  the  Legislature,  and  there  it  heretofore  had  been— to  restriet  iu  abuse  whaa- 

ahould  remain.    And  it  was  with  this  coovic-  ever  tliere  is   danger  of  iu  esevcise  to  fW^ 

tiontbat  he  had  proposed  this  amendment.    By  ^  injury.    He  referred  to  the  poasibUiU  ef 

the  Constitution  of  1776.  the  pardoning  power  is  gbolition«ts  persevermg  in  ahduetinf  our  ilans 

conferred  on  the  Gk>vernor,  with  this  express  ^d  atiMopting  te  murder  their  maatMB  whtt 

limiution ;  and  by  the  aet  of  1782,  ch.  42.  this  sacking  to  reoover  them,  and  the  Govanwr  ef 

power  of  restriction  was  c»rcised  bv  the  Leg-  the  State  being  tincUirod  with  abolitioiifaB»  aa 

Mlature.    Have  your  Governora  of  late  years  event  bv  no  means  impo^aibla,  under  the  pnsaat 

become  so  pure,  so  eminently  trustworthy,  that  mode  of  electing  him,  were  indueed  tagraalas^ 

they  should  be  clothed  with  all  powers,  as  well  k  prestfttit  in  all  sucl»  ca»ea,  WbUJd  you  depHs 

legislative  as  executive?    Such  sippears  the  ten-  the  Legislature  of  the  authority  alwaya  hsrsts 

dency  of  our  proceedings,  and  of  modwrm.  dtmoe-  fore  possess*' d  by  it  under  oar  present  coaatita 

rmry  ;  it  formed  no  part  of  the  democracy  of  tion,  of  prohibiting  the  pardoning  power  fkom  ba> 

olden  times.  ii*g  exerted.    He  insisted  that  in  aucb  a  rasa,  tie 

Mr.  Spenckr  stated  that  he  had  contemplated  power  oaght  to  be  in  the  hands  of  iba  La(M- 

an  anoendment  in  some  respects  similar  to  that  lure,  to  restrict  the  Oovonior.      Ha  lieliasfd 

which  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel  had  there  was  no  danger  that  the  powcrof  Ibc  U^ 

offered.  And  if  the  gentlemen  woold  modify  his  laiuw  would  be  exereisai.  except  in  cxlrssM 

amendment,  by  striking  out  the  wonis  -an  ex-  caJ«,  where  iu  neres  ily  was  apparent, 
press  legislative  enactment."  he  [Mr.  S]  would       The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  bnaeh 

vote  with  him.    But  he  was  not  willing  to  give  of  "'W  wnendment,  hiring  m  these  words.  **  and 

the  Legislature  an  indefinite  power  to  be  exer-  »"  "»«»  ^^ere  he  may  be  depnvad  of  sodi  ps»- 

cised  at  their  discretion.  «r  a^  f^^  proviwon  of  th»  coiistitQtion  *' 

A  divi-ion  of  the  amendment  was  ordered.  ^l^  '*  ^•J  »K'C«d  to.  - .       _u  ^ 

Mr.  SoLLEBs  eave  notice  of  an  amendment,     ^  T»>«  q«i«*ion  recurred  on  the  second  braneh  of 

which  he  would  bffer  when  in  order.  the  proposition. 

Mr  RiDOELT  stated  that  if  he  understood  the  ^.  ^^'  P^W'  -u     *'  "  *  7^  important  quel- 

amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  f^om  ^^^Jll    ^  «*"  '°i  K^  y*"  *"**  I'^Jl 

Anne  Arundel,  it  pur  posed  to  pllce  in  the  bandf        2?*^"  •'***  "'^'•J!i'!i';'j'*ISS„ .*  ^ 

oftheLegiBlalure  the  authority  to  restrict  the  ^  Mr.  Crisfieu)  exprewed  h»  irtllhigneas  to  g 

pardoaihg  power  in  the  Gtoverior,  whenever  in  for  the  amendment,  if  lU  operaUon  was  Ihnrtsd 

their  discretion,  they  may  see  fit  to  do  so.    It  «>  future  cases.  «^,i.,«. 

r  Zl.   tT    '        ?   n     Tt        ^H.^r   •  "  individual .  ad  been  convicted  of  a  crir.e,  sad 

Governor  the  power  at  all     It  was  idle  to  give  ^^^  ^  ^^^  penitentiary,  the  right  of  the  Oo- 

the  Governor  the  power  to  pardon  offences  if  ^^^^^  ^^     ^^  f^^  „^  complete  ?    We.  it  Ms 

tha   power  w,8  i.able  tobe  i>«»lricted  at  the  d.s-  i„^„„^„  /^st  in  such  s  casTWhere  the  pim»h- 

cretion  of  the  Legislature,  whoroay  thus  entin  ly  ^^ntuf  the  crime  i*  infiicted,  the  l^i^latu^e  may 

take  «way  the  powpf  from  the  Governor.    It  interfere  to  chi-ck  the  pardonii^   pf.wer  in  thi 

would,  under  such  a  constitutional  provision  le  hands  of  the  Executive .'    Jf  the  gentleman  ftou 

perfectly  competent  (or  the  Legislature,  by  a  ^nne  Arundel  would  confine  his  amendment  to 

amgle  enactment,  to  divest  the  Governor  entire-  „uch  ^mcs  as  mav  hereaf  er  occur,  which  may 

ly  of  the  pardoning  power,  and  thus  render  this  arise  after  ihe  passage  of  the  act  creating  the  et 

proper  constitutional  prerogative  a  mere  shad.  fe.  ce,  he  would  be  willing  to  vote  for  it     Bat 

ew     He  did  not  think  the  Convention  wasd.*-  wilhoui  some  lluiUUon,  he  eouM  not  |,ive  it  hit 

E>-ied  to  give  such  a  power  into  ihe  bands  of  tl  e  support 
egislature     He  concurred  with  the  g^'ntleman       Mr,  Gbaj^on  adverted  to  what  he  regarded  ai 

from  Queen  Anne's.  [Mr.  Spencer]  in  the  views  a  defect  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentlemau  fresi 

he  had  expressed.    He  was  willing  to  vote  for  a  Anne  Arundel, aid  lefoired  to  the  debmea  ia  lbs 

restricting  |K>wer  in  the  Legislature  in  surh  ca6fi>  New  York  Convention,  and  tlie  opuiions  rxprs»' 

as  are  specified  in   the  (  onstitut-on.     He  ex-  -^ed  by  Kent,  8|encer,  and  other  eminent  judgsfS 

pressed  a  hope  that  the  qoeacion  would  be  deci-  (hat  the  pardoning  power  ought  to  ba  vwaad  ii 
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Dtive.  notwithsUndirg  its  liafiility  to 
lit  btndi  He  also  tuok  up  tne  Con4ti- 
he  United  States,  and  read  the  clause 
et  thf)  pardoning  power  to  the  Presii- 
e  United  States.  Thi^  section  is  the 
fert,  but  is  not  so  well  exprtMcd  as  in 
tution  of  the  United  States.  He  hoped 
ntion  would  not  consent  to  take  away 
ling  p  'Wer  IVom  the  Governor.  If  he 
a  in  cases  of  murder  and  the  highest 
*wn  10  our  laws,  why  is  he  not  to  be 
to  pardon  in  ca»es  of  briber^r  ?  For  it 
recollected,  his  colleague  hsd  intro- 
!8trictinn  on  the  Eiecutive  power  to 
cases  of  bribery-  He  hoped  no  authorl- 
M  conferred  on  the  Legislature  to  re- 
ake  away  this  power 
BVCBR  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  prin- 
aving  so  delicate  a  pcrwer  to  be  ezer- 
ject  to  the  discretion  of  the  l^gisla- 
;  woLild  not  vote  for  such  an  amend- 
!ie  gentJeman  from  Anne  Arundel  (Mr. 
ad  referied  to  the  possibility  that  some 
Bzcitemcnt  may  spring  up.  and  that  in 
iogency,  it  might  be  important  that  the 
"e  should  have  the  power  to  say  wheth- 
I  engaged  In  it  should  be  subjects  of  the 
power  or  not.  There  was  no  man, 
i  go  farther  than  he  (Mr.  S.)  in  piinisli- 
irs  of  this  kind,  and  }et  he  could  not 
e  force  of  such  an  argument.  We 
)mb>  r,  that  this  is  a  subject,  which  of 
is  most  calculated  to  excite  feeling  and 
It  is  a  cbaiige  which  necessarily  ex- 
assions  of  men,  and  under  such  a  state 
public  indignation  might  be  directed 
I  mnoccnt  man,  and   his  conviction  be 

in  such  cases  he  preferred  to  leave 
;  power  in  the  hand«  of  the  Execu- 
would  never  pardon  unless  he  were  fully 
lat  the  conviction  had  been  brought 
er  the  influence  of  excitement  and  un- 
iice.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
e  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel, 
end  and  colleague,  [  vir.  Grasoni  re- 
us [Mr.  S.*s]  amendment,  withholding 
Sxecutivethe  power  to  pardon  in  cases 
He  explained  his  purpose  in  offering 
dment,  and  drew  a  distinction  between 
committed  from  a  sudden  impulse,  or 
lit  of  thoughtlessness,  and  a  crime  rool- 
iberaiely  planned  and  carried  out. — 
>led  for  ihe  first  branch  of  the  a  mend- 
be  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  in 
sate  ttio  question  open  to  the  Conven- 

ng  again  to  the  offence  of  bribery,  he 
tit  was  alwajs  perpetrated  with  de- 
The  bribe  musi  be  deliberately  of- 
he  party  offerine  must  have  previously 
his  plans,  sought  out  his  object,  and 
berately.  In  no  case  wheie  a  man 
1  deliberately  conceives  a  criminal  pur- 
sarries  the  design  inio  execution,  ought 
fling  power  to  be  exercised  He  was 
willing  to  restrain  the  Executive  in 
«rdons,  in  cases  of  convictions  against 
uai  for  giriiig  bribe,  unless  he  was 


satisfied  that  the  convictions  were  the  re«uU  of 
p^rsecuti  n  and  wiUiout  evidence.  He  would 
disci iminate  too,  be  ween  the  f>ne  who  gave  and 
the  receiver  of  a  bribe.  They  were  gtnerally 
humble,  puor  and  uneducated  men,  who  were 
sednced  by  the  temptations  which  were  offered  to 
them— temptations,  which  under  the  circumstan- 
ces of  penury  and  want,  they  could  not  resist. 

iMr.  UoRSKV  said,  tiiat  he  was  struck  with  the 
force  of  the  pro|oaition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Somerset,  (Mr.  Crisfield,)  ind  had  modified  the 
second  branch  of  his  amendment,  to  meet  the 
views  of  that  gentleman.  As  any  leg'slative  restric- 
tion, arter  the  p**rpetration  ot  tlie  crime,  of  the 
pardoning  power,  would  be  somewhjt  in  the  na* 
tureof  an  fxjN»l/aelo  law.  Wiih  reference  to 
the  objections  of  Uie  gentleman  fiom  Queen 
Anne^  he  would  reply,  and  he  whs  sure  the  gen- 
tleman from  Carroll,  (Mr.  Brown,)  wouid  agree 
with  him,  there  ought  to  bo  aome  confidence  re- 
posed in  the  Legialaiure.  He  had  heard  of  the 
paidoning  power,  or  one  somewhat  analogous, 
having  b^n  abused  in  the  han  s  of  the  Kieeutit e. 
Even  since  we  have  met  here,  a  case  had  occur- 
red, in  which  the  Guvei  nor  had  thought  proper 
to  release  the  kum  of  eight  hundret  and  fifljr-threo 
dollars  due  on  a  debt  to  the  State,  from  a  collec- 
tor of  taxes,  thu4  indirectly  levying  taxes  to  that 
amount  upon  the  people, a  power  which  lie.(Mr. 
D.,)  had,  under  live  circum^taiices,  never  heard 
of,  as  having  been  exercised  t>effre;  and  tlie  re- 
currence of  which  he  huped  the  Cooveution  would 
take  care  to  prevent. 

In  the  case  to  which  he  had  referred,  the  Go- 
vernor could  not  have  acted  from  any  political 
feeling,  because  the  collector  was  a  whi^,  backed, 
however,  by  an  opposite  and  powerful  influence. 
The  reasons  assigned  by  the  collector,  in  his  ap- 
plication for  the  release,  was  that  in  1844  and 
1845,  when  he  was  appointed  collector,  there  was 
an  indisposition  in  tax  payers,  to  pay  their  taxes, 
and  that  money  was  scarce  in  those  years* 
Every  member  of  this  body  knew  the  iudiscreet 
manner  in  which  the  pardoning  power  had  been 
exercised;  and  be  had  heard  many  complaints  on 
the  subject — a  |;eneral  desire  pievailed  that  it 
should  be  restrained.  He  had  pioposed  no  new^ 
restriction.  He  had  left  the  power  to  be  exacted 
as  it  has  existed  from  1776.  He  did  not  propose 
to  add  any  restriction,  but  would  merely  leave 
the  Governor  in  the  position,  in  which  he  has  in 
been  since  the  year  since  the  year  1776;  and  yet 
he  was  told  that  we  must  not  touch  the  power  of 
the  Governor;  and  one  would  ima|^ine,  from  the 
manner  in  which  this  declaration  is  made,  that 
even  the  Constitution  itself  ban  no  power  to  con- 
trol it.  Sir,  the  Governor  possesses  no  pardon- 
ing power,  but  as  given  to  him  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. Here  Mr.  D  read  the  section  from  the 
Constitution  of  1776. 

Because  it  was  supposed  that  this  power  had 
been  abused,  coit> plaints  have  been  made  again 
and  again,  and  he  knew  that  these  compiaints 
came  from  all  portions  of  the  State-  He  had 
moved  his  proposition  without  reference  to  aiij 
political  party.  He  had  notliing  to  do  with  poli- 
tical parties.    He  did  not  care  whetiiftv  tk^QKar 
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pitintii  had  been  made,  and  if  he  was  sore  that 
whig  Governors  wuuld  alwa\s  hereafter  be  elec- 
ted, he  would  still  desire  that  be  ^hould  be  sub- 
jected to  this  restriction,  because  the  Executive 
is  always  in  more  danger  of  error  from  ihe  infld- 
ences  brought  to  bear  on  him,  than  from  the  frje 
exercise  of  his  own  judgment. 

The  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's,  [Mr.  Spen- 
cer,] was  opposed  to  his  proposition,  because  he 
thinks  that  the  excitement  and  prejudice  in  the 
minds  of  the  jury,  when  capes  of  a  certain  class 
come  before  them  may  lead  to  an  unjust  verdict. 
He,  [Mr.  I)..]  during  the  time  he  had  been  on 
the  bench,  had  always  found  juries  most  humane 
and  conscientious,  and  he  had  not  known  of  any 
Conviction,  not  warranted  by  the  law  and  the 
testimony  save  one.  In  case  such  conviction 
should  take  place,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
court  to  grant  a  new  trial,  and,  if  the  court 
thmight  the  conviction  improper,  it  was  ever 
r^ady  to  do  so.  But  he  believed  the  Jury  eom- 
p  itent  to  form  a  correct  judgment  from  the  nature 
of  the  di^cussions  and  proofs  before  them.  Byt 
bow  is  it  with  the  Governor?  He  has  not  before 
him  all  the  evidence  which  is  before  the  Court. 
What  information  he  has  is  generally  derived  from 
the  persons  convicted  or  his  friends,  who  are  ap- 
plicants for  the  pardon,  and  who  represent  the 
cise  iu  the  form  most  favorable  to  their  wishes. 
He  thought  that  the  Governor  should  use  greater 
caution  and  circumppection  in  the  granting  of 
pardons  And  there  are  cases  in  which  the  Gover- 
nor ougtit  not  to  have  the  power  to  pardon.  There 
are  many  complaints  against  the  unqualified  ex- 
ercise of  the  power,  borne  wish  it  to  be  restrict- 
ed in  one  case,  and  some  in  another.  The  Gov- 
ernor was  generally  found  too  ready  to  pardon, 
not  indeed  so  much  so  as  a  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  who  if  newspaper  statemenis  be  true, 
granted  to  a  political  favorite  a  pardon,  for  an 
offence  subsequently  to  be  committed. 

After  a  few  words  by  Mr.  BaaNr,  of  Baltimore 
citv, 

Mr  Dorset  said  he  had  only  intended  to  say 
that,  under  the  Cunstitu'ion  of  1836,  Baltimore 
as  it  now  is,  or  in  a  few  years  will  be,  has  prac- 
tically obtained  the  cxclu&ive  power  to  elect  the 
Governor. 

He  did  not  propose,  he  repeated,  to  add  any 
new  limitations  to  this  power.  On  the  contr->ry, 
he  increased  the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  £xe 
cutive,  by  limiting  the  mear<s  of  restriction  in 
conformity  with  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
Somerset,  [Mr.  Crisfield.]  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  power  would  be  discreetly  exercised.  The 
gentleman  from  Baltim  re  said  that  it  was  not  a 
stiflScient  reason  for  taking  away  the  power  be- 
cause it  had  sometimes  been  abused,  but  it  was 
a  good  restricting  it;  for  appointing  a  controlling 
authority  ny  which  its  abuse  might  be  prevented. 

Mr.  DiRiCESON  wished  to  enquire  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  .  nne  Arundel,  if  it  was  intended  to 
take  away  the  pardoning  power  from  the  £ze- 
c  .tive,  with  reference  to  any  other  class  ol  ci  imcs 
except  i>iipeachment? 

Mr.  DoasET  replied.     Where  the  Legislature 
may  think  it  proper. 
J^a.  DiRiCKBOs,     One  other  (^oiestioQ.    Is  it 


left  in  the  (^iseretion  of  the  Legislature  tocrstta 
new  crimes? 

Mr.  UoBSBT  replied,  It  was  not  intended  to 
confer  any  new  power  on  the  Legialatare,  bat 
merely  to  enaide  them  to  exercise  the  pawer 
they  already  possessed. 

Mr.  Buchanan  ezprened  a  readinesa  to  take 
from  the  Executive  all  the  patronage  which  de- 
volved on  that  department,  even  to  the  appoiDt- 
ment  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  confide  it  dicect- 
ly  to  the  people,  out  he  never  would  cooaent  to 
deprive  the  Executive  of  the  benign  prerogative 
of  mercy. 

This  power  of  pardon,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  most 
rest  somewhere.  It  txists  in  evcrr  fovera- 
ment  and  cannot  safely  be  dispensed  with  in 
any. 

It  has  been  said  that  punishment  should  tread 
upon  the  heels  of  the  transgressor,  and  that  to 
convict  and  punish  the  gut/  y  ^hould  be  the  object 
of  every  government  This  is  true,  but  a  no  tea 
important  object  of  every  goveniment,  abouki  be 
to  protect,  sustain  and  «hieid  the  innoeeni. 

If  the  guilty  alope  could  suffer*  then,  rodced, 
there  might  be  some  pretext  for  the  tffbit  to  dis- 
pense with  the  prerogative  of  pardon,  but  whea 
we  remember  the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  the 
imperfection  of  our  laws,  the  difllenltj  of  cor- 
rectly appl)ing  them,  the  poasibility — nay, the 
probability  of  mistake,  we  see  at  once  that  tba 
mnoceiit  may  be  involved  as  well  as  the  guilty. 
And  it  is  for  the  protection  of  the  innoceot,  that 
the  pardoning  power  is  chiefly  designed. 

I  repeat,  then,  Mr.  Piesident,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
that  the  power  to  pardon  should  rest  in  aome  de> 
partment  of  the  government.  It  should  rest  ia 
a  deportment  of  high  and  undivided  reapoiisibiU- 
ty.  Where  can  it  be  with  more  propriety  re- 
posed than  witn  the  Executive?  * 

The  duty  of  the  Executive  is  to  see  that  ths 
laws  shall  be  faithfully  executed,  and  that  the 
administration  of  the  laws  shall  never  become 
an  engine  of  oppression. 

The  power  to  pardon  in  all  countries,  rests 
with  the  Executive.  In  England,  it  belongs  to 
the  Crewn.  The  King  by  his  coronation  oath  is 
bound  to  exercise  justice  in  mercy.  And  in  that 
country  it  has  been  said  by  an  able  writer,  that 
there  are  cases  in  which  the  exercise  of  the  par- 
doning power  is  at  once  beneficial  to  tl»e  Crown 
whiph  bestows,  and  just  to  the  party  who  re- 
ceives it.  It  is  in  many  cases  the  oiily  mode  in 
which  a  party  can  be  protected  from  the  conse* 
quences  of  an  improper  verdict  and  judgment. 

In  the  government  of  the  United  States,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  the  power  to  pardon  is  confided  to  the 
Kxerutive  exclusively.  By  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  the  President  ahall  have  pow- 
er to  gr  ant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  offences 
against  Uhe  United  >'tates  in  all  cases,  except 
in  casea  of  impeachment.  Even  in  cases  of 
treason  he  may  grant  reprieves  and  pardoosi 
without  control  or  limit.  This  power  has  beeii 
exerci^  ed  by  the  various  Presidents  of  the  Usi- 
ted  St^ttes  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the  Consi- 
tution..  No  harm  has  been  found  to  grow  ontof 
it— rjor  has  any  efl'ori  at  any  time  been  made  to 
wit'^hold  it  from  t|)0  natiooal  Executive*  >  The 
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rest  object  of  the  flrtmen  of  the  Constitution  of 
le  Uriited  States  in  confiding  t!iU  power  to  the 
Kecutive  alone,  was  to  consolidate  reiponsi- 
ility.  Alexander  HamiUon,  sajs:  '*that  as  the 
IMS  of  le^ponsihilitj  is  always  sironirtst  in  pro-  j 
>rtion  as  it  isui  divided,  it  maj  be  inferred  that 
■iiiele  man  would  t>e  most  ready  to  attend  lo 
le  force  of  tho^e  motives  which  might  plead  for 
mitigation  of  the  ri^or  of  the  law,  and  least  apt 
»  yield  tu  considerations  which  were  calculated 
)  shelter  a  fit  object  of  its  vengeance." 
In  mostol  the  States  of  the  Union,  the  power 
•  pardon,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  confided  exclusively  to 
m  Executive  departments.  It  is  true  that  in 
le  Constitutions  of  some  of  the  S  atts,  provi- 
ona  are  in»«rted  requiring  the  Executives  lo 
iport  to  the  Legiitlature;  but  in  moat  of  the 
tales  the  power  to  pardon  belongs  exclusively  to 
10  executive  departments. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  the  proposition 
»r«  as  I  understand  it.  Is  to  divide  the  respon- 
biliy  of  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power, 
)tween  the  executive  and  the  !eKislativebrjnch»s 
'  the  governmenL  It  is  in  efi*ect  to  »ay  to  the 
xecutive,  you  can  grant  pardons  and  reprieves. 
It  you  are  to  do  so  only  in  concunence  with  or 
I  subordination  to  the  Legislature. 

Why  is  this  ?  W  hy  this  distrust  of  the  Execo. 
re?  Grentlemen  express  the  fear,  (said  Mr. 
.,)  that  favoritism  or  prejudice  may  find  their 
my  into  the  Executive  chamber.  Have  gentle- 
len  never  heard  of  favoritism  finding  its  way 
ito  the  halls  of  Legislation.  May  not  the 
egislature  be  sometimes  in  danger  of  being 
perated  on  by  motives  or  feelings  inauspicious 
» the  jtat  and  merciful  exercise  of  this  preroga- 
Te.  No,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr  B  ,)  if  we 
Beife*to  have  this  power  safely  confided,  let  it 
»  left  in  the  bands  of  the  Governor  to  be  exer- 
ised  on  his  responsiiiility  alone. 
Mr.Hamilton  well  iay$>:  '*Tbe  reflection  that  the 
iteof  a  fellow  creaturea  depends  on  the  sole  fiat 
r  the  Executive,  would  naturally  inspire  scru- 
ulousness  and  caution.  The  dread  of  being  ac- 
jsed  of  weakness  or  connivance  would  beget 
qiial  circumspection,  though  of  a  different  kind 
>n  the  other  hand,  as  men  generally  derive  con- 
deDce  from  that  number,they  might  often  encou- 
ife  each  other  in  an  act  of  obduracy,  and  might 
a  leas  sensible  to  the  apprehension  of  censure 
IT  an  injudicious  or  atfectcd  clemency.  On 
lese  accounts  one  man  appears  to  be  a  moreeli- 
ibla  dispenser  of  the  mercy  of  the  Govern- 
lent,  than  a  body  of  men."  This,  Mr.  President, 
nid  Mr.  B.,)  is  the  best  doctrine,  and  an  adher- 
Dce  to  it,  will  guard  us  against  difficulty  and 
anger. 

A  word  only,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  to  his  friend  from 
tueen  Anne^,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  and  he  would 
ave  done.  That  gentleman  and  myself,  have 
ir  many  years  borne  the  most  intimate  and  friend- 
f  relation  towards  each  other.  A  kinder  heart 
oea  not  animate  a  human  bosom  than  does  his. 
ind  yet,  Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  seem- 
d  to  me  that  to-day,  an  entire  change  came  over 
16  feelings  of  my  friend.  Of  all  men  else  I 
lotild  have  ca  culated  on  him  to  battle  for  the 
rifUege  of  pardon,  for  the  prerogative  of  mercy. 


But  if  I  understood  him  correctly,  he  was  not 
disposed  without  much  restriction  to  veat  this 
power  with  the  Executive.  In  a  case  of  clear 
and  undoubted  guilt,  [said  Mr.  B.  ]  my  friend,  if 
I  understood  him  correc  ly,  would  not  leave  the 
power  of  pardon  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 

That  might  perhaps  be  well  if  it  could  be  sure- 
ly known  when  guilt  did  actually  exist  with  noth- 
ing to  allevla  e.  :But  how  are  we  to  be  sure  of 
this  undoubted,  unredeeming  guilt.  May  there 
not  be  false  accusations,  perjured  witnesses,  mis- 
led juries,  inaccurate  judgments,  inefficient  coun- 
sel ?  May  there  not  be  mitigating,  justifying  cir- 
cumstances? 

Can  you  imagine  no  case,  Mr.  President,  [said 
Mr.  B..]  in  which,  although  the  rigor  of  the  law 
might demaid  the  ofi*ender,  the  shield  of  justice 
should  protect  the  Ticlim? 

Tou  cannot  with  safety,  [said  Mr.  B.,]  restrict 
or  divide  this  power  to  pardon  Under  its  exer- 
cise, there  is  no  fear  that  the  g^uilty  will  escape. 
And  by  it  the  innocent  may  be  protected. 

M r.  :3p£iicer  replied  that  he  was  al  ways  pleased 
to  hear  the  eloquent  bursts  of  his  friend  from  Bal- 
timore county.  That  gentleman  had  known  him 
for  a  longtime,  and  ho  i>etmed  to  think  that  he, 
[Mr.  S.,]  had  lost  some  particles  of  those  kind 
qualities  which  he  had  imbit»ed  from  lieing  ao 
long  in  instructive  association  with  him.  %ut 
his  friend  from  Baltimore  county  did  him  injus-^ 
tice.  He,  [Mr.  S.,]  had  not  deviated  from  h'ls 
course.  He  had  said  on  a  former  occasion  that 
there  was  one  class  of  offences  in  relation  to 
which  he  would  take  away  the  power  of  the  lilx- 
ecuiive  to  pardon.  What  was  that  class  of  of- 
fences? It  was  bribery.  And  his  aim  was  to 
prevent  pardon  from  being  extended,  not  to  the 
person  who  received,  but  to  him  who  gave»  the 
bribe.  It  was  against  the  individual  whose,  cir- 
cumstances placed  him  beyond  the  reach  of  cor- 
ruption, but  who  went  about  with  a  precoocei?- 
ed  purpose  to  corrupt  others,  that  he  would  arm 
the  law  with  its  utmost  terrors.  It  was  in  refer- 
ence to  these  persons  that  he  would  withhold  the 
pardoning  power  from  the  Executive.  If  such 
an  offence,  calmly  determined  on,  and  perpetra- 
t  d  with  entire  deliberation,  were  brought  home 
to  a  man,  wou'd  his  friend  from  Baltimore 
coUnty  tell  him,  that  such  a  man  was  a  fit  subject 
for  the  pardoning  power?  No.  That  power 
should  be  exercised  towards  those  who  have 
been  inconsiderately  and  under  some  sudden  im- 
pulses, hurried  into  a  violation  of  law.  This  was 
the  position  he  had  taken  and  occupied.  He 
would  stand  by  tliat  pan  of  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arund<  1,  which  re- 
stricts the  pardoning  power  in  all  cases  provided 
in  the  Constitution.  But  lie  would  never  give  his 
vote  for  the  second  branch  uhich  gives  the  Le- 
gislature unlimited  authority  to  rt>sirict  this  pow- 
er in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  in  relation  to 
other  cases. 

Mr.  Dorset,  by  consent,  modified  his  amend- 
ment to  meet  the  view  of  Mr.  Crisfield,  by  ad- 
dihg  the  words  "passed  before  tho  perpetration 
of  the  crime.*' 

Mr.  SoLLBRS,  (to  the  Chair.)  Is  it  in  order 
to  more  the  previous  question  ? 


The  PiittDUT,  prt  Ion.    It  k. 

Mr.  SoLLKsi  demanded  Ihe  previout  quealion. 

There  wai  r  (rcond.  Tbe  miin  quealion  wai 
ordered  lo  be  now  taken,  (beitic  on  (he  loconil 
bnocli  of  the  auieiidmanl  of  Mr.  Dobut,)  in 
time  »ordi,  "or  expreia  legiilatioD  pauad  befoie 
Ibe  perpetration  of  the  crime  "' 

The  quution  wa«  then  taken,  and  th*  mult 
was  as  lollom: 

Jffirtnalitt—K*nn.  Blakittone,  Preaident,  pm 
tem.,  Uent,  Hopewell.  Chambert  of  Kent,  Den- 
atdion,  Doriej,  Weila,  Handall,  Kent,  Dalrjm- 

Sla,  Bond,  Sollen,  Krent  of  Cbarlet,  CriiGeld, 
lodion.  Sprin,  Bovling,  and  Davit— IB. 

Mgalivt—nwirt.  RicBod,  Lee,  Jenifer,  Bu- 
chanan, Bell,  Welch,  Chandler,  RiHRelT,  Lkiid, 
Dlclcinion,  Sherwood  cfTiIboL  Daihiell.jliclci, 
Eccle«ton,  Conatsble,  Miller,  McLane,  MeCub- 
bin,  Spencer,  Graion,  Dirickton.  MeMatW*, 
rookt,  SbrlTar,  Gatlher,  Biaer,  Annan, .Sai>pinp 
Ion,  Siephenson,  McHenry.  Map^v,  Nelaon, 
lUrricaitle,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  tIaltiiDore  cil;. 
Brent  of  Baltimore  city.  Ware,  Schlej,  Fierj, 
Neiil,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  New- 
comer, KliEour,  Brecer,  Weber, 'Holljday,  Sli- 
eo',  Parke,  Ege,  and  Brown— 51. 

So  the  lail  branch  of  tbe  BiMDdiMnt  wai  i«- 
jected. 

Tbe  quealion  then  recurred  on  Ibe  itetion  aa 
amended — and  it  wa*  adopted. 

Mr  HoLLKU,  (who  had  called  the  preTioui 
quealion  under  a  miiunderatandinE  of  ila  efleet,) 
d«aired  to  offer  the  amendment  oc  which  he  had 
gi»en  notice. 

Mr.  UoHaLDiKiH  [with  »  Tiew  to  offer  amend- 
menta  coniemplated  bjhim]  moTed  a  re-contid- 
«raiion  of  tlia  vole  ju)t  talien. 

Mr.  DiaicKsoH  asked  the  gentleman  lo  Hate 
what  Ihe  amendmenu  were, 

Mr.  DoN«LD30N  explained. 

The  question  was  ilateil  to  be  on  the  motion 
lo  recontider. 

Mr.  JKNirtaMid:  ' 

He  should  oppose  the  motioa  lo  reconiider, 
notwithstanding  Ihe  disposilion  he  always  fell  lo 
Khow  courtesy  lo  gentlemen  in  motions  of  thii 
kind. 

Re  thought  that  Ihe  ConTenlion,  to  far  as  il 
had  giine,  had  shown  loo  great  a  dispotition  to 
reitnct  llio  Eaecutiie,  and  to  take  away  from 
him  powrra  which  belonged  lo  him,  and  which 
Ihe  inietnia  of  the  State  did  not  require  should 
be  lodi^eJ  eliewhere.  It  seemed  u  if  the  Con- 
Tenlion d  laigned  lo  make  an  eutomBlan  of  the 
OoircmDr,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  SoLLias  atid: 

That  if  Ihe  go'itleman  from  Charles,  (Mr. 
Jenifer.)  thought  that  he  wished  to  strip  Ihe  Ev- 
eeutite  of  any  power, he  waa  miataken.  He  did  , 
not  belongs  lo  that  new  fangled  school  which 
went  for  cutting  down  eierj  thing.  His  only 
object  was  lo  guard  the  power  againat  abuw.  Ha 
then  stated  a  case  of  ejlreine  dardiblp,  in  which 
the  BXecutiTe  had  ^een  deceived  by  nuinerjusly 
signed  peliliona  from  Cai vert,  into  granting  a 
mift  pTDUf  ul,  by  which  a  man  afainit  whom  a 
tuilaoilJadgioeDt  forthe  uinw  of  foiBarj  bad  [ 


baen  oUaload  by  a  young  lawyer,  who  dM  vwy 
suddenly,  e*e*pM  mm  the  liw,  and  an  inpota- 
lion  watout  on  Ihe  rtputBtlanof  lbejatin(gra> 
tieman  who  had  obtained  the  judgneDt,  that  ha 
had  received  tJie  money  fhim  tbe  forfec  tod  dii> 
tipaW  it. 

Thai  was  IhereitoDfortheamendowDt  wUd 
he  had  pronoeed  requiring  Ihe  publicaliiio  of  tbe 
namea  of  llie  ligncn  of  petition*  aakin|  lor  the 
pardon  oferiminala. 

.Mr.  JENiran  referred  to  aeaaeof  a  dUTannl 
charaotcr,  to  ihow  tuil  auch  publtcalwn  at^t 
act  injuriously. 

The  question  waa  then  taken,  and 


WEDNESDAY,  March  IStli,  IBH. 

The  ConTentioD  met  al  10  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  made  by  Ihe  Rs*.  Hr.  Oaaorr. 

The  journal  of  yeaterday  was  read,  aiid,  altar 
being  anended, 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  CaiariaLD,  bj  aubtliliMni 
Ibe  word  "  receat,"  for  the  word  "  a^jmuw- 
■cnt,"  in  tbe  anendment  offered  by  tUm,  wf* 
tnin>T«di 

DODKIKPIRI. 

Mr.  SarriHoTOH  aubmiited  the  foUowmi  «r- 

Oritrti,  That  a  seled  commlltee  be  «| 
and  inatrucled  to  enquire  and  report  to  Hue  I 
whether  or  not  it  would  not  be  expedient  ti 
chaise  some  of  Ihe  doorkeepers  aad  c  — 
clerks 

On  notion  of  Mr.  SarMKoroH,  the  special 
committee  was  ordered  to  conaiat  of  three  ment- 
b«n.  '  ; 

Mr.  MaoKiw  roored  lo  lay  the  ordcr'o*  tbe 
Uble. 

Mr.  SirpiNGTOH  asked  for  the  ayoa  and  ncei, 

And  I  hey  were  ordered.' 

The  question  wa<  then  taken  on  the  motioa  of 

Mr.  MaoHAw,  la  lay  ihc  order  on  Ihe   labia, 

decided  in  the  negall'e,  aa  folloWit 

''resident  fn 

ChaDbera, 

ol  Kent,  Donaldson,  Kani,  Ualrymple.  Sollera, 

Brent,  of  Charlea,  Jenifer,  Chandler,  Daabiell, 

Hicks,    Ecclesion.    Sprigg,    Bowling,     Gnaoa, 

Dirickaon,  McMaaler,  Annan,  Magraw  aad  Kll- 

gour— 3*. 

.\^altN. — Messrs.  Doraey,  Wella,  Bellnun, 
LIuyd,  Uickinson,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Chant- 
ben,  nf  Cecil,  Miller,  McCubbin,  Spencer,  Sfari- 
ver.  Gailher,  Biaer,  Sappington,  >el<on.  Hard- 
castle,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent, 
of  Baltimore  city.  Were,  Schley,  Fiery.  Juha 
Newcomer,  Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Brew- 
er, Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer,  Paike,  Cockaj  anl 
Brown— a*. 


TiM  queilion  wm  then  Iftken  on  Iha  idaptloD 
of  Ihe  imler,  whan  it  wu  diCided  ia  [be  amrina- 

l<o  the  order  wai  adopted. 

The  PmiiiDCHT,  pratMh.,  then  ippointed  Mew- 
n.  StrFiHaTQH,  Ahnih  and  hictoo  to  compoM 
tlie  eontniiLJek  under  uid  order. 

On  notion  (>r  Mr.   Ricauo,  he  iru  exciuad 


Mr.  UtkiciiOH  etked  to  bie  ezcuKd  from  Mrr* 


"V,' 


H  inored  to  raooMUler  the  role  bj 
which  the  order  tiaii  been  adopted.  He  then 
withdrew  the  motioa. 

Mr.  SoLLiai  reoewed  the  tnoik 


Mr.  SaFriHOTQH  a^lctd  for  the  tja  and  aoel, 

And  thej  were  ordered. 

1  he  qoBitloo  WM  then  taken  on  the  motion  lo 
recontidtr. 

And  decided  in  the  negatiTe,  ai  Tolloirs : 

■^pmnoIlH.— Hteera.  Blekittane,  Prraident  pro 
urn.  Dent,  Hopewell,  L«a,  Dalrjmple,  Boilers, 
Brent,  of  Charlei,  Jenifer,  Buclnnin,  Welch, 
DtektDMn,  Sherwood,  of  Tatbol,  CoIkIod,  Db- 
■biell,  Hieti,  H  dMTi.  Eloclcaton,  ChimtMn,  of 
Cetil,  Tuck,  McCubbJn,  HowJing,  Grati>i>,  Dir- 
Irkton,  McMi'ler,  Annan,  Migraw,  Gwion, 
Siewart,  of  Baltimore  cltj,  Preuimaa,  Ware, 
Xilgour,  Walen  and  Browa--33. 

.Algaliet— VleMre.  Ricaud,  Ch>robert,ofKenl. 


Hr.  Willi  from  the  committee  on  acnmitt, 
tubmilted  a  report,  accompanied  hj  the  follow- 
ing reaulution: 

Mr.  Wklli,  chairman  of  (he  commiltee  on 
eceounti,  aubnitted  the  followiaj  reports 

The  commiltee  of  iccounis  rc'-pecirully  report 
thai  Ihej  hire  esamlped  the  accompBDjin^ 
cMmenumbrtedl.a.  3,1,  5  GandT,  amuuiiiins 
l*he  >um  of  |35T  59,  and  recoiumand  the  adop- 
tioD  of  the  Bubjoined  reaolutiun. 

G.  WiLu,  ChmtnuM. 

Rimhti,  That  the  account*  heiewilh  filed,  be 
paid  bj  Uje  order'  of  the  hrrttdenC  of  the  C'on- 
Tcnlion,  on  the  Treasurer  or  the  Stale,  in  favor 
of  the  pertoiw  entitled  to  rtceiie  Ibe  tame,  for 
the  amDunledue  'a  Ibem  reepecliTclj. , 

Wblcb  wu  twice  read  and  adupuid. 


uhfion. 


Ipescer,  Shriiei,  Gailhrr,  Blier,  Sap- 

Nelwin,    Hardca«lle,    Schiej,    Fierj, 

lill,  John  Newcomer.  '  I  arbli>e.  Michael  New- 


And  the  qwation  being  on  tha  mDllon  of  Mr. 
I>iaici40N  to  be  excu*«J  from  aerTing  on  Ibe 
•auniiiiw,  it  wm  decided  tn  the  ifflrmaiiTe. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Ahnik,  he  wai  eiciied 
(tam  eerTinf  on  aaid  com  mi  lie*. 

Mr.  Biaia  preieiited  apeiltion  of  (wo  hundred 
Mid  rilhtj-elK  cliizen*  of  FredeiUk  and  Waih- 
li^>>  lOiMtlea,  renonilretlng  againat  the  crea- 
tiiM  of  n  uew  coantjr  fioai  pant  of  tbe  aforesaid 


iHTOiiciTiMO  Lianoaa. 

Mr.  r^iMiiiii!  presented  a  petilion  of  sundry 
ollltana  of  Cecil  c<nintj,prajing  that  provision 
na;  be  nade  in  the  new  UonBtilntion,lo  preient 
tha  S'leof  intoiluating  liituors,  except  the  same 
•hall be approTMl  ofbj  a  inaioriiT  oftbe  votes  in 
UieelEetlen  diiirict  where  ineMinaisto  besold; 


reaeTeralljrtad,ai>d 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaiiow,  the  Convention  re- 
sumed the  coiiSNientian  of  the  orden  of  the  d»j, 
being  the  report  on  the  executive  departstent. 

The  qoea  ion  being  on  Iha  nineteenth  aoclloil 
ai  anwDded, 

Mr.  BoLLEai  moved  lo  amend  aaid  teelion  by 
■triklrg  out  from  the  wonl  "cue,"  in  the  third 
line  to  Uie  end  of  raid  section,  and  ioierting  in 
lieu  thtreof,  the  following: 

"Befure  he  exercises  (he  power  of  granting  re- 
prieves and  pardons,  cause  to  be  published  at 
least  ihirtj  dajs  in  some  newspaper  published  at 
Ibe  seit  of  govemment,  and  m  same  newspaper 
published  in  the  countj  where  the  person  peli- 
tiuning  for  a  reprieve  or  pardon  reaidet,  if  ihem 
be  *o].  the  petition  of  such  person, and  ilie  names 
of  alt  peraoni  signing  such  petilimi,  and  the  pnb- 
lieation  aforesaid  shall  be  made  at  the  eipeoae  of 
the  State,  or  the  partj  petitioning  u  Ihe  Gotr- 
ernor  maj  determine." 

Mr.  SoLLKas  said,  ii  was  that  reprieves  and 

Krdont  had  been  lomatrmes  pranled  JmpmperlTi 
cause  pelilions,  numerooslj  and  respectabfj 
■Igned,  had  been  seni  to  the  Governor,  on  which 
he  had  decided  Ihe  case  without  much  Bianiiiia> 
liiin.  It  mav  be  that  persons  will  be  more  cau- 
tious In  slgniiv  such  petitions,  if  it  be  required 
that  the  petitions  and  sigoaturae  ahall  be  pub> 
I  lUhed. 

Mr.  RniQiLT  did  not  think  the  amendinent 
would  raich  Ihe  obiecl  which  the  mover  inleod- 
ed.  11  gave  the  riftht  to  pardon,  in  the  Srat 
place,  and  provided  for  the  publication  of  the  pe- 
titioM  trtar wards. 

Mr.  SoLLias  modified  his  amendmaDt  to  ab> 

Mr.  Briwih  su^ealsd  the  possibililj  of  no 
newspaper  bei'g  published  in  the  eountj.  He 
til  refore  moved  lo  amend  the  amrndnient,  b;  in- 
serting these  wiTds.  "&nd  if  there  be  n<i  newspa- 
per ill  said  countj,  thana  conj  of  said  petitions, 
loplher  with  IhenamMoflhe  peliliaauv^n'tllb 
•et  upat  theeouEthnuM&omolwALcniafi&'^r' 
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Mr.  Prustmaw  lu^gested  that  the  party  might 
be  sent  to  Uie  periitentiarjr,  before  the  Executive 
could  issue  ihe  pa  id  on.  It  would  be  better  to 
gram  the  pardon  before  the  accused  14  subjected 
4n  the  ign«imi>iy  of  going  to  the  penitentia>T- 
There  might  be  a  provision  that  the  court  hhould 
^elay  the  semence,  until  the<!ecisioD  of  the  Exe- 
cutive on  the  case  should  be  known. 

Mr.  SoLLERS  replied  that  the  ignominy  was  not 
in  the  punishment,  but  in  the  conviction.  He 
thought  hui'b  a  case  would  beof  rare  occurrence. 
If  there  wat  any  disposition  to  |[rant  a  pe^pn, 
the  Executive  could  issue  a  reepile.  W 

Mr.  8TKWAKT,  of  Baltimore  city,  suggested  to 
t)le  gentleman  from  Montgomery,  (Mr.  Brewer,) 
the  propriety  of  wiihdi  awing  his  amend  nent  He 
was  satisfied  from  the  information  before  the 
committee  on  printing,  that  there  was  no  county 
to  which  there  was  not  a  newspaper  printed. 

Mr  Brewer  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Presstman  suggested  a  modification  of 
the  ameiidmeut,  by  adding  at  the  end  thereot,  the 
follow  injT: 

*'Ai  d  ih&t  sentence  of  the  court  shall  not  be 
executed  where  the  court  is  satibfied  that  the  coo- 
Ticted  party  has  applied  for  Executive  clemency, 
until  the  Governor  shall  have  acted  upoo  the  ap- 
plication.'* 

Mr.  Solllers  was  about  to  accept,  when 

Mr. Tuck  suggested,  t>efore  the  gentleman  from 
Calvert,  accepted  the  modification,  the  propriety 
of  so  amending  the  amendment  as  to  make  it  read 
that  the  party  shall  have  previously  applied  for  a 
pnrdoo  and  notified  the  court  of  such  applica- 
tion. 

Mr.  K1L6OUR  said  there  might  be  cases  of 
wrong  which  would  not  be  reached  by  the  amend- 
ment as  it  stood.  He  moved  the  following 
amendment: 

**Amend  said  amendment  by  inserting  af- 
ter the  words  ''sii^ning  such  petition,"  these 
words  ^'unless  recommended  for  pardon  by  the 
•court  and  Jury  before  whom  convicted.*' 

Mr.  SoLLERs  accepted  the  amendment  of  the 
'gentleman  from  Baltimore  city,  and  modified  his 
.amendmen't  accordingly. 

The  quesiion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment onered  by  Mr.  Kilgour,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Grabon  objected  to  the  pmendment  of 
the  gentleman  (nmi  Calvert,  which  required  the 
publication  of  the  names  of  all  who  signed  peti- 
tioriH  for  pardon.  Applications  of  tliis  kind  were 
often  made  in  letters,  which  sometimes  had  more 
influence  than  the  namep  attached  to  petitions. 
Heobj»;cted  lo  the  publication,  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  and  »xpciise.  In  the  case  of  Turner,  it 
was  understood  that  t'le  petitions  were  signed  by 
three  thousand  pttrsons.  It  would  take  several 
numbers  of  the  largest  newspaper  to  contain  the 
names  and  petitions  in  t  at  case.  There  might 
be  cufifs  ill  which  it  would  be  improper  to  pub- 
lish the  names. 

A  person  committing  a  crime,  might  be  will- 
ing to  give  testimony  against  bis  accomplices, 
OD  condition  of  first  receiving  a  nolle  protequi, 
MDd  of  not  being  publicly  known  is  a  iv'\\A«h«UVV 


his  anfociatet  were  arrested.  He  had  himtalf 
granted  a  nolle  prote^,  io  a  ea^  of  Ibis  khid, 
at  the  request  of  the  President  of  the  Frederick 
county  Bank. 

Again,  a  person,  perhaps  a  female,  siifferiD| 
from  cold  or  hunger,  might  steal  as  much  wood 
or  provisions  as  would  :  upply  their  immediate 
wants.  There  might  be  caaesof  this  kind,  ia 
which  the  court  and  Jury  aod  the  whole  eommo- 
nity  would  invoke  the  pardoning  power  Why 
should  there  be  a  necessity  for  ieepioff  such  aa 
ofiender  in  priwn  to  await  the  publication  of  the 
oamf  8  and  petltionsr 

■There  was  another  clam  of  caaes — the  eseaps 
of  a  slave  from  his  owner,  ia  made  felony  by  u 
act  of  assembly.  If  arrested  and  committed  to 
jail,  he  cannot  be  delivered  to  his  master  withoet 
a  nolle  prottquiy  which  is  usually  granted  on  ooa- 
dition  of  his  being  sent  out  of  the  sttate.  losueh 
eases,  why  should  any  delay  or  expenae  be  in- 
curred, by  a  publication  of  the  nainea  and  peti- 
tions in  the  newspapers? 

Mr.  SoLLBRSsaid: 

The  objection  of  the  geotleman  from  Qoeea 
Anne*8  was  based  on  the  ground  of  ineoove- 
nience.  The  object  of  the  amondment  was  lo 
^ard  against  the  escape  of  criminals  ftom  pua* 
ishmetit  by  means  of  petitions,  which  did  not  e«- 
body  the  public  sentiment  and  came  from  kie- 
spoi^ible  sources.  By  such  means  many  a  erisi- 
inal  may  go  'Mm whipped  of  JoaUce,'*  eepeciallj 
on  the  eve  of  an  election.  He  dtaired  to  praveit 
this  evil,  by  reouiring  the  publication  dTtks 
names  of  those  wno  signed  suen  petiiloiv. 

Mr.  BRBirr,  suggested  that  there  should  be  s 
provision  for  the  publication  in  a  BaltioMMv  pa- 
per, and  that  it  should  not  be  confined  to  a  paper 
printed  in  Annapolis. 

He  hu(>ed  the  gentleman  from  Calvert,  would 
agree  to  introduce  after  the  words  **if  theie  bs 
any,"  the  words  **or  eh«where  in  the  discretkii 
of  the  Governor.'* 

Mr.  SoLLERs  accepted  the  amendment  aod 
modified  his  amendment  accordingly. 

Mr  GwiNN  offered  as  a  substitute  ibr  the  said 
amendment,  the  following: 

"And  the  Governor  shall  before  proceeding  to 
grant  any  pardon  ornoUeprose^,  (unle«>s  whsis 
the  same  is  granted  for  reason  of  public  policy,) 
give  a  reasonable  notice  of  the  applicatiuo  «jf 
such  pa>don  or  nolle  prot'fui,  and  of  the  grouodi 
on  which  the  said  pardon  or  noili  prmiqui  ii 
prayed  *» 

Mr.  GwiNir  said: 

1  hat  be  thought  that  the  Governor  AoM  be 
required  to  give  a  reasonable  notice  of  such  s^ 
plications,  but  that  it  was  imprtiper  to  fix  tie 
precise  period  which  sh(>uld  be  required  for  suck 
rot  ice.  It  would  necessarily  vary  according  It 
circumstances. 

If  the  offence  were  newly  committed,  ia  t 
thickly  settled  community,  the  briefcht  notirt 
would  suffice  lo  excite  public  attention,  and  tf 
prevent  imposition  upon  the  Kxecutive,  or  opM 
the  pterogative  of  pardon.  But  in  other  casoi 
where  the  neighborhood  was  sparsely  stttM,* 
%reater  length  of  time  might  be  required. 
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Agiia,  thii  right  of  ptrdon  does  not  extend  lo 
ncent  esH)  onlj.but  to  offences  long  since  com- 
mitted. Anernn  indWiduBlliaa  been  some  jeir> 
ID  the  peDitenliarj,  he  » lo  -ome  eilent  lust  tight 
of  in  (he  eocnmunllj.  ]f  un  epplicsti'in  is  made 
in  hii  behmlf,  the  IspM  of  time,  the  death  of  wit- 
netue,  the  TorietrulncM  of  men,  would  make  it 
impoMlhle  lo  act  upon  the  case  with  the  Mine 
faeililj,  u  if  he  were  rerentjj  arriigned  or  con- 
Tiet«d.  Id  til  theae  differenl  caaes,  the  degree  of 
PoUee  Tariei  with  the  particular  instanee  brought 
to  Ihe  oonaideralioa  of  the  Goremor,  aiid  it 
(bould  bo  left  lo  his  cociBcieiice  lodetenniiit  what 
wma  au&oicDt  informBlioii  lo  the  public.  After 
all  ba  nun  finilljdetarmine  for  himself;  and, 
howerar  alroog  llie  resistance  ma;  be,  he  can 
underUn  power  granted,  eiercise  his  discretion. 
If  llMObJcel  lalo  make  him  amenable  to  public 
upiakM,  the  and  will  be  accomplisheii  bj  that 
emaiM,  which  must  ensue,  iT  the  nuticeofap- 
pieatioa,  which  be  direct*,  should  be  imuScient 


Tlien  b  no  reason  to  prescribe  the  wij  in 
which  Ibtonoticeshatlbe^Ten.  It  isnot  proper 
lo  akj  that  it  shall  he  in  a  newspaper  oiily, 
bccana«  In  thinly  settled  secioat,  the  end  msj 
b«  atttinable  only  bj  proclamation.  The  Gor- 
•HMMT  will  alwtjs  cooscienlioiisl]'  determine  upon 
11m  Maana,  >rhich  are  sufficient  to  inform  the 
piibliB  of  Ihe  application  made  for  cleoiencT. 

The  question  <*ai  then  taliaa.  aotl  the  subaii- 
tntsof  Mr.  Owikk  was  rejeuted. 

TtM  quNtion  reciKnd  on  Ihe  adoption  of  the 


r.  Sfebgeb  mored  for  a  dirisionof  the  ques- 
tiOD,  (npon  striking  out,)  which  was  ordered. 
And  the  ConTenlion  refused  to  alrike  out. 
Mr.  GwMM  then  read  a  substitute  which  he 
popoMd  to  Oder. 

Mr.  SoLLia*  referred  to  a  clau  of  (hieTes 
■geinit  whom  be  was  anxious  to  guard.  1'he; 
WWB  Ihe  receirers  of  stolen  tobaecoi  and  were 
wall  known  to  the  Executive  Department  He 
wferred  to*  case  in  which  one  of  these  depreda- 
tocs,  wbOH  guilt  waa  nolcrious,  who  had  got  up 
apetilioii  to  the  Governor,  and  obtained  a  nsUi 
•raMM^  when,  bad  the  fact  of  his  application 
taan  toown  in  hts  neighborhood,  CTcry  reapeet- 
aUajpmoa  there  would  have  petitioned  a^insl 
H.  Worse  Ihaa  that,  thii  man  wa  afterwards 
aada  «  jiutiee  of  Ihe  peace.  He  desired  to 
Veel  the  Oovemor  ageinsl  these  decepliona.  I 

AfUr  •  few  esn'*i»torj  remarks  between 
Maasra.  Tdck  and  Gwixir,  in  referenco  to  the 
■nbaliliila  of  the  latter, 

Mr-  GwiHN  moved  his  substitute,  when 
Mr.  BaaiiT  aiked  for  the  previous  queslioD. 
The  previous  question  wait  then  ordered. 
t         Tbequtation  wax  then  put  on  the  substitute  of 

twied  b;  Mr  Owihh,  and  it  was  negatived. 
k         rha  quealioD  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Bflr.  SoLkcaa,  as  amended, 

Air.  Srufcaa  moved  for  a  division  of  Uie  quea- 
.  «w. 

r         Tha  question  was  then  put  on  strikinit  out,  and 

.    H  WBadeeidedin  tbenegalive— ajei37,nues99. 

Hr.  Dovu-Dsoii  mored  to  ameDd  the  lection 


by  inserting  afler  the  word  ''ptrdoni,''intliefint 

■■  le,  the  wiird*  "after  canviclion." 
He  aaid,  eierj  one  must  acknowledge  that  the  ' 

power  of  grantirig  parduna  beforo  trial  and  con- 
"  in,  was  liable  lo  great  abuse;  but  to  hit 
the  ahuie  of  it  seemed  so  certain  and  tha 

hen (Gu  derived  from  ila  u>ed,  so  InsigniGcant, 
at  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  entirely  Uken 
vaj.  The  power  of  pardoning  after  oonvic- 
m  he  would  atill  retain.  There  were  many 
ises  where  it  could  b*  used  beneGcially,  and  the 
u^e  ofju'tiee  wan  in  fact  pmmoted  by  itijudi- 
ous  exercise,    ll  was  *  '" 


._  against  the  piejudice  and  ex- 
ited pau  oni  which  bare  usurped  the  place  of 
idgmeni;  facia  mighlcometo  I  igtit  after  con  tie- 
on,  which  irknown  before  trial,  would  have  pro- 
uced  anacquit'al:  a  man  might  be  teehnicallj 
giiilly  ofa  criminal  charge,  and  yet  Ihscircum- 
»lBn<  es  might  be  such  as  would  make  it  unjuit  or 
peculiarh  harsh,  thalhe  should  suBer  Ihe  penally 
by  law  >!ffiKcd  to  thai  crime  ;  and  the  subiequent 
condiicl  of  a  convicted  man  might  be  such  as  lo 
call  for  some  mitigation  of  hia  punishment  This 
reserved  power  of  mercy  in  the  Executive,  when 
properly  exercised,  nivesgrtaier  certainty  to  the 
iidminislrationof  jiisi ice  by  uuri^ourts  and  juries. 
Gvcn  that  power  should  be  more  checked,  than 
A  is  hy  the  sectioni  under  ron  tide  rat  Ion,  and  he 
proposed,  if  not  cut  off  by  the  previous  queation, 
tootfer  another  ameiidmfnt,  requiring  the  Go- 
vernor to  report  all  these  casea  to  Ihe  L^islalure, 
whether  called  upon  or  nol.  But  in  regai'd  to  the 
imendment  now  propowd,  he  would  say,  that  ha 
did  not  know  of  a  case  in  our  pneaent  stale  of 
wcietj  in  which  a  pardon,  before  conviction, 
would  be  productive  uf  any  beneGt  wortli  eslima- 
ling,  when  compared  with  Ihe  evils  arising  from 
ihe  exercise  of  auch  a  power.  The  only  just 
ground  Tar  exercising  Ibe  power,  waa  fur  tlie  pio- 
iBclion  of  Innocence.  And  what  innocent  man, 
when  suspicion  is  once  altached  lo  his  name, 
would  nol  court,  rather  than  evade,  a  trial  ?  If 
evidence  enough,  of  whatever  sort,  could  be  pro- 
duced against  liim  to  causa  a  grand  jury  to  pre- 
lent  him  a  fair,  and  open  trial  was  hia  only  oro- 
lection  from  the  tongues  of  calumny.  If  a  false 
and  maliciouB  acciiaation  could  be  entirety  smoth- 
ered by  a  pardon,  then  there  might  be  some  rea- 
son fur  retaining  the  power,  but  the  slightest 
whisper  of  such  a  chai^  i«  caught  up  by  Ihe 
public  press  and  spread  far  and  wide.     In  these 


'ho  seeks,  by  the  inierpoaiiion  of  the 
Eieemive,  to  shield  himselC  from  trial,  S.as  on 
his  character  I  atain  that  cannot  be  eSaeed. 

Mr.  D.  called  'ipon  Ihote  who  opposed  thia 
amendment,  to  stale  the  easel  »hich  justified 
such  an  interposition,  that  they  might  be  tested, 
lo  see  whether  there  was  ati.t  thing  to  outwei|b 
the  great  public  policy  of  permitUng  the  adniini«< 
tralion  of  justice  lo  Uke  its  course  until  judjt- 
menl  was  rendered.  This  is  a  mailer  in  which 
all  good  ciiixeni  are  deeply  concerned,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  pardoning  power  had  been 
abused,  is  a  aubjecl  of  general  cum^XiVt*..  "^o 
plane  these  [UitA\.kin  >^V^ '^^' '"^^'°^*  2^^ 
form  wbich  m.'i^X  tw*.  tDn»n««A'Ha"\\°  v.i« v»«- 
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tieians,  bat  which  certainly  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  people.  Thej  are  willing  that  tnercy 
ahould  temMr  Justice,  hut  not  that  justice  should 
be  tuperseded  in  her  office. 

Mr.  D.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  State  Constitutions  contained  the  quali- 
fication he  now  proposed  to  attach  4o  the  pardon- 
ing power,  and  in  many  States  it  had  been  m  force 
for  a  great  number  of  years. 

Mr.  OaatON,  in  reply  to  the  urgent  call  of  the 
gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  for  reasons, would 
say,  that  if  **reasoni  were  as  pleniiful  as  black- 
berries,'* it  was  not  pleasant  to  give  them  on  com- 
pulsion. He  would,  huweTcr,  state  such  as  oc- 
curred to  him.  Suppose  a  man  bears  a  chal- 
lenge, and  the  fact  is  admitted  and  Icnown  to 
every  one,  would  it  be  neccMiary  to  have  a  trial, 
as  the  gentleman  suggests,  if  the  circumstances 
were  such  ai  to  justify  a  nolU  proseqvi}  Would 
it  be  necessary  to  pay  counsel  for  defending  him 
from  a  charge  wnich  he  admitted  to  be  true? 
Take  another  case — a  poor  Woman  may  be  keep- 
ing bouse,  without  a  particle  of  fuel  to  protect 
herself  and  children  from  the  cold,  and  may  take 
a  few  sticks  of  wood  under  the  pressure  of  abso- 
lute want.  The  circumstances  may  be  known 
to  all,  and  all  may  wish  the  Governor  to  iiiter- 
pose;  but  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel 
would  have  her  imprisoned,  and  subjected  to  the 
delay  and  torture  of  a  public  trial,  in  order  that 
the  Governor  should  be  prevented  from  abusing 
his  powers.  Numerous  cases  might  be  stated, 
but  ai  the  gentleman  had  only  adked  for  a  single 
reason,  it  was  needless  to  say  more  on  this  point. 
Mr.  G.  then  read  an  extract  from  a  speech  of 
Chancellor  Kent,  on  the  subject  of  pardons.  He 
was  aware  that  the  Governur  might  err  in  exer- 
cising this  power,  and  sometimes  in  not  exerci- 
sing it.  He  believed  that  he  had  himself  erred  in 
several  instances,  in  which  he  had  refused  appli- 
cations for  pardon.  Lawyers  and  judges  seemed 
to  think  that  the  real  facts  of  a  case  can  only  be 
ascertained  by  a  trial  before  the  court  and  jury; 
whereas  it  was  notorious  that  material  Jact«, 
which  were  known  to  the  whole  community,  and 
which  would  decide  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  a 
prisoner,  were  shut  out  by  the  rules  of  evidence 
or  cottcealed  by  the  prevarication  of  witnesses. 
Gentlemen  seemed  to  believe  that  courts  and 
juries  cou:d  never  be  deceived  in  the  investiga- 
tion of  a  criminal  offence;  and  that  it  was  pre- 
sumption in  the  Executive  to  look  bebin^i  the  re- 
cord for  mitigating  circumstances.  He  could 
state  a  number  of  cases  to  show  the  incorrectness 
of  such  an  opinion.  He  had  another  objection  to 
the  amendment  of  the  irentlc man  from  Anne  Ar* 
undttl.  The  amendment  requires  the  Governor 
to  report  every  case  to  the  House  of  Delegates. 
Suppose  a  runaway  slave  to  be  arrested,  and  a 
%oUe  prosequi  to  be  grunted  at  tho  instance  of  the 
owner — what  advantage  could  be  derived  from  a 
communication  of  the  facts  to  either  branch  of 
the  Legislature?  The  bill  now  provides  that 
every  case  of  pardon  shall  be  reported,  with  all 
the  petitions  and  reasons,  whenever  required  by 
the  Senate  or  House  of  Delegates.  He  wished 
the  Governor  to  have  an  opportunity  of  ffiving 
his  reasons,  for  he  could  then  Jtistify  himself 


against  unfouDQed  imputatiooa.  He  liad  no  doubt 
that  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel  wiabedto 
improve  the  section,  but  the  amendment  was 
calculated  to  produce  an  opposite  effect,  and  the 
Convention  ought  to  consider  it  earefoliy  before 
they  adopt  iL 

Mr  b'FaNcaa  was  opposed  to  tbe  amendmeot 
of  the  aentleman,  (Mr.  Donaldson,)  beeauee  it 
would  deprive  the  Executive  of  the  power  to 
grant  a  nolU  prosequi.  He  was  dispnaad  to  leave 
this  attribute  untouched  in  the  banda  of  the  Ex 
eoutive.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  power  is  lia- 
ble to  abuse,  but  it  often  happens  that  tmtb 
comes  to  light  alter  trial  and  eonvictioo.  He 
stated  the  case  of  a  man  who  was  convict- 
ed of  an  offence  and  was  reoommended  bj  the 
iury  to  mercy.  But  the  Governor  happenuig  lo 
oe  present  at  the  trial,  was  thoroughly  convinced 
of  his  guilt.  A  new  trial  was  granted  ni  coos»' 
quence  of  some  irregularity  in  the  indiotaent, 
and  some  lost  evidence  which  the  man  on  his 
first  trial  urged,  would  prove  his  inooeenee  if  it 
could  be  found,  having  come  lo  light,  his  entfie 
innocence  of  the  crime  was  provA.  Nnnerous 
cases  of  this  kind  were  alwaya  oocurrtog  to  re- 
quire the  exercise  of  this  important  power  in  tbe 
hands  of  the  executive.  He  coukl  call  the  atleo* 
tion  of  the  Convention  to  other  cases.  T^ke  a 
man  who&e  character  stands  well,  be  did  not 
mean  of  adventitious  character,  but  one  moving  m 
anv  sphere  of  life,  esteemed  for  hia  general  amia- 
bifity  of  demeanor,  throw  him  sucMenly  into  a 
scene  of  strong  excitement,  where  be  is  suddenly 
provoked  by  some  violent  attack  on  hia  honor, 
and,  under  a  momentary  provocation,  be  aains 
a  stick  and  inflicts  a  blow  which  fatally  wounds 
the  traducer  of  his  character.  Public  sympathy  is 
with  him,  but  he  has  violated  the  law.  In  soeh 
a  case  would  you  deprive  the  Governor  of  the 
power  of  granting  a  ndU  jmmqui^  when  it  is 
known  that  he  must  otherwise  be  brought  to 
trial,  and  that  the  facts  beini;  proved  in  evSeneet 
he  must  be  convicted  ?  Would  you  say  he  sliould 
not  be  pardoned  before  conviction  ?  Would  you 
compel  him  to  s*and  in  the  felon*s  box,  to  hold 
up  his  hand  like  a  felon,  and  l>e  consigned  to  a 
felon's  doom  ?  He  would  leave  the  power  where 
It  has  always  been.  He  could  cite  cases  of  a 
school  master,  a  parent,  a  master  of  a  ftmily, 
inflicting  incautiously  a  blow  which  inadvertently 
caused  deatb.  Yet  every  one  knew  that  nothing 
could  be  further  fromjthe  intention  of  the  parent, 
and  the  effect  of  that  blow  would  be  to  carry 
that  parent  in  sorrow  to  his  grave.  And  would 
vou  add  to  his  agony  by  making  him  stand  in  the 
felon *s  box? 

Mr.  Brbnt,  of  Baltimore  cityi  asked  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Donaldson  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  wjs  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Donaldson, 

And  decided  as  follows  : 

•SffirmaHvt. — Messrs.  Lee,  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall,  Kent,  Sel- 
lers, Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Hicks,  Eccleston,  Me- 
Master,  Gaither,  Davis,  Weber  and  femitb— 17. 
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^  . — Meim.  Blakistone,  Preiideiit,  pro 
Urn,,  Hopewell,  Ricaud,  Sellman,  Brent,  of 
Charles,  Jenifer,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Chan- 
dler, Rklcely,  Llojd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood,  of 
Talbot,  (Ambers,  of  Cecil,  McCullough,  Miller, 
McLane,  Bowie,  Tuck,  Spiigg,  McCubbin.  Bow- 
ling, Spencer,  Grason,  Dirickson,  Fooks,  Biser, 
Annan,  Sappington,  McHenry,  Magraw,  Nelson, 
Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Brent,  of  Baltimore  citj, 
Piesstman,  Schlej,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcom- 
er, Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Kilgour,  Brew- 
er, Waters,  Slicer,  Parke,  Cocker  and  Brown— 
51. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  thee  being  on  the  section, 

Mr.  UpBNCBa  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes, 

And  they  were  ordered. 

iTbe  question  was  then  taken  and  decided,  as 
follows : 

^^ffirmadve. — Messrs.  Blakiitone,  President,  pro 
tan..  Dent  Hopewell,  Rioaud,  Sellman,  Dal- 
rjmple,  Sollers.  Brent  of  Charles,  Jenifer,  Bu- 
chanan, Bell,  Welch,  Chandler,  Lloyd,  Dickin- 
Bon,  Sherwood,"  of  Talbot,  Chambers,  of  Cecil, 
Miller,  McLane,  Bowie,  Tuck,  Sprigg,  MbCub- 
bin.  Boiling,  Spencer,  Grason,  Dirickson,  Mc- 
Maater,  Fooks,  Shriver,  Biser,  Annan,  Sapping- 
ton,  Magraw,  Nelson,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Stew- 
art, of  Baltimore  citv,  Brent,  of  Beltimore  city, 
Presatman,  Schlev.  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcom- 
er, Harbine,  Michael  Newcomer,  Brewer,  Hol- 
lydar,  Slicer,  Parke,  Cockey  and  Brown— 53. 

AveCive.— Messrs.  Lee,  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Randall,  Kent,  Cris- 
fleld.  Dashieil,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Eccleston,  Gai- 
ther,  -McHenry,  Davis,  Waters,  Weber  and 
Smith— 18. 

S»  the  the  nineteenth  section  was  adopted, 
r.  GaASON  moved  that  the  Convention  pro. 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  section, 
which  was  passed  over  on  Saturday  last  in  con- 
aecjuence  oi  the  absence  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pnnce  George's,  (Mr.  Sprigg )  The  Con»en- 
lioo  was  now  as  full  as  he  expected  it  would  be 
during  the  rest  of  the  week. 

Mr.  Chambbss  said  that  the  vote  of  a  full  House 
wouki  be  required  for  the  adoption  of  this  seo- 
tion,  and  unless  the  House  was  full,  a  motion  to 
reconsider  would  be  made  after  every  important 
question  was  voted  on. 

Mr.  DoasBY  said  he  had  risen  to  give  notice 
of  some  amendments  whkh  he  proposed  to  offer 
aa  additional  sections.  He  did  not  know  what 
objection  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Aone*s 
csould  have  to  hear  them  read.  He  did  not  care 
about  pressing  them  now. 

Mr.  Gbason  said  he  had  no  objection  to  hear 
them. 

The  pRBsiDEVT  pro  tern.  Does  the  gentleman 
offer  his  amendments  now,  or  only  give  notice  of 
bis  intention  to  offer  them  hereafter  7 

Mr.  DoRiBT  said  he  would  rather  move  them 
now. 

The  Pbesidemt  pro  tern.  The  gentleman  from 
Queen  Anne^s  has  precedence. 

Mr.  Grason  repeated  that  the  House  was  as 
full  DOW  as  it  had  been  for  some  weeks,  or  as  it 
may  be  again.    The  iecoad  section  was  aa  im* 


portant  one  and  many  gentleman  wished  te  btre 
It  acted  on. 

Mr.  DoasBY  read  the  foUowinc  amendments 
which  he  proposed  to  offer  when  he  could  have 
the  opportonity  : 

JhiieU,  *'  Tne  Governor  shall  in  no  case  re- 
mit any  portion  of  the  principle  or  interest  of  any 
debt  due  to  the  State,  except  in  cases  of  fines  and 
lorfcitures." 

Art.  "  It  fhall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
semi-annually,  and  oftener  if  he  deem  it  expedi- 
ent, to  inspect  the  bank  book,  books  of  accounts, 
and  other  proceedings  of  the  treasurer.'' 

Mr.  BowiB  hoped  the  bill  would  be  gone  thro* 
before  we  go  baca. 

Mr  Grasom  was  satisfied  that  the  bill  would 
not  be  gone  through  in  two  days.  And  on  Sat- 
urday the  House  will  be  too  thin  to  take  any  im- 
portant vote.  He  had  notified  the  Convention  on 
Saturday  that  he  would  call  up  this  section  on 
Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Jbnifbr  thought  it  would  expedite  busi- 
ness to  go  through  the  bill  first. 

Mr.  GaAsow  supposing  the  gentleman  from 
Chnrles  had  not  heard  him,  repeated  what  he  had 
said. 

Mr.  Spbkcer  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on 
the  motion, 

And  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  wss  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gbasok, 

And  decided  as  follows: 

40imuiltve— Messrs.  Jenifer,  Bell,  Welch, 
Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Chambers  of 
Cecil,  Spencer,  Grason.  Shriver,  Biser,  Sapping- 
ton,  McHenry,  Nelson,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn, 
Stewart  of  Baltimore  city.  Brent  of  Baltimore 
city.  Ware,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine, 
Michael  Newcomer,  Brewer,  Weber,  HoUyday, 
Slicer  and  Parke— 28. 

AigoHve— Messrs.  Blakistone,  PresH,  pro.  fern.. 
Dent,  Hopewell,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Don- 
aldson, Dorsey,  Wells,  Kent,Sellman,  Dalrymple, 
Brent  of  Charles,  Lloyd. Crisfield,  Dashieil, Hicks, 
Hodson,  Eccleston,  Miller,  McLane,  Bowie, 
Tuck,  Sprigg,  McCubbin,  Bowling,  Dirickson, 
McMaster,  Fooks,  Gaither,  Annan,  Schley, 
Fiery,  Davis,  Kilgour,  Waters,  Smith,  Cockey 
and  Brown — 38. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  take  up  the  se- 
cond section. 

Mr.  DoRSBT  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  in- 
serting the  following  as  the  twentieih  section. 

Section  90.  The  Governor  shall  in  no  case  re- 
mit any  portion  of  the  priiMpal  or  interest  of  any 
debt  due  to  the  State,  except  in  cases  of  fines  and 
forfeitures.^' 

Mr  D.  disclaimed  any  intention  to  oceupv  the 
time  of  the  Convention.  The  object  or  the 
amendment  he  had  now  offered  was  to  restrict 
the  Governor  from  granting  releases  toeollec- 
Vors,  for  their  nefflect  of  duty  in  not  collecting 
and  paying  over  public  taxes  as  required  by  law; 
the  granting  of  such  releases  operating  as  an  in- 

Iducement  to  collectors  as  well  as  tax  payers,  not 
to  pay  with    the    prom^lltULd^   ^sA  Y(»«^NB^$^:% 
which  weifi  eweiiUaWi  TiW3«%iars.  '^'^^^^J^^ 
lend  Xo%  ^oaV^iTi^m^TiX  ol  NX»  ^^ts>!w.\^S.  ^» 
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public  debt,  and  the  granting  of  sueh  a  release, 
wat  in  its  effeC,  to  the  extent  of  the  sum  re- 
leased, equiva  ent  to  a  new  levy  of  taxes  upon  the 
people. 

he  hoped  that  every  eflbrt  would  be  made  to 
render  the  present  tax  system  effective,  if  the 
proposition  which  he  now  offered  were  adopted, 
there  would  be  some  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
pajment  of  the  public  debt  in  twelve  or  fourteen 
years.  But  if  the  proposition  were  rejected,  he 
could  not  foresee  at  what  period  the  debt  would 
be  paid. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and 

The  amendment  was  adopted  as  an  additional 
lection. 

Mr.  Dorset  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
report,  by  inserting  the  following  as  the  twenty- 
first  section : 

"Seefton  21.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Gover- 
nor semi-annually,  and  oftener  if  he  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, to  inspect  the  bank  book,  books  of  ac< 
counts  and  other  proceedings  of  the  Treasurer." 

Mr.  D.  said,  one  of  the  objections  made  to  bi- 
ennial sessions  was,  that  the  treasurer  would  not 
be  called  on  to  report  the  state  of  the  treasury  as 
often  as  he  should,  and  that  this  might  lead  to 
frauds  or  malversation  in  oflSce. 

The  amendment  provides  that  the  Governor 
shall  semi-annually  iitspect  the  bank  book,  books 
of  accounts  and  other  proceedings  of  the  treasu- 
rer. The  duties  thus  imposed  on  the  Governor 
were  neither  inappropriate  nor  onerous.  Noth- 
ing then  can  be  done  by  the  treasurer  over  which 
the  Governor  will  not  exetcise  a  supervision, 
more  effectual  than  that  resulting  from  annual 
sessions  of  the  legislature. 

The  money  is  deposited  in  the  Farmers*  Bank 
of  Maryland,  and  the  Governor  will  be  subject- 
ed to  no  serious  inconvenience  in  the  duty  now 
assigned  him.  And  if  the  treasurer  should  com- 
mit any  abuse  of  his  trust  it  will  be  detected. 
The  Governor  will  have.sufficient  leisure  for  this 
inspection,  and  its  exercise  would  supersede  the 
nece!>sity  of  appointing  a  comptroller  at  a  salary 
of  13,0(^0,  as  is  proposed  in  the  report  of  the 
commiitee  on  the  treasury  department.  If  we 
are  to  have  a  comptrollerfor  the  purposes  propos- 
ed in  the  report,  the  treasury  must  be  removed 
to  the  city  of  Kaltimore. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and 

The  amendment  was  adopted  as  an  additional 
section. 

Mr.  TncK  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by  in- 
serting the  following  as  the  twenty-second  sec- 
tion*. 

'^Section  22.  Bef^  granting  any  pardon  or 
nolle  pro ttqui,  the  G^^rnor  shall  cause  such  no. 
lice  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  by  publication 
in  some  one  or  more  newspapers,  that  an  appli- 
cation has  been  made,  and  that  the  same  willbe 
considered  on  or  after  a  day  to  be  named  in  said 
notice.** 

Mr.  T.  defended  his  proposition  in  some  re- 
marks which  will  be  published  hereafter. 

The  question  being  put, 

The  ameodment  was  agreed  to. 


The  twentieth  (printed)  section  b«ng  mkr 
consideration, 

Mr.  Gra&on  said,  there  was  a  section  in  the 
legislative  report,  nearly  the  same  in  effect  as 
this  section.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  section. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to, 

And  the  twentieth  section  was  stricken  out 

The  twenty-first  section  being  under  consider- 
ation as  follows: 

•*  And  the  Governor  shall  reside  at  the  seat  ef 
government,  in  order  that  he  may  constantly  st- 
tend  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall  receive 
for  his  services  an  annual  salary  of  four  thow- 
and  dollars.** 

Mr.  DiaicKsoir  moved  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion, and  insert  in  lieu  of,  the  following: 

Section  21.  The  Governor  shall  be  in  attend- 
ance at  the  seat  of  government  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  legislstore  of  tlie  State,  and  shall  re- 
ceive  for  his  services  an  annual  salary  of  two 
thousand  dollars.*' 

Mr.  D  made  some  remarks  which  will  be 
published  hereafter. 

Mr.  GaAsoN  desired,  before  the  ameodment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  "Worcester  was 
received,  to  move  an  amendment,  by  striking 
out  the  following  words  in  the  section,  '^in  order 
that  he  may  constantly  attend  to  the  duties  of 
his  office.**  X 

Mr.  Jbnipir  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Worcester,  (Mr.  Dirick- 
son.)  At  the  very  moment  when  we  have  impo- 
sed additional  duties  on  the  Executive,  by  requir- 
ing him  to  examine  the  bank  books,  and  In  other 
respects  also,  he  thooght  it  wrong  to  reduce  bb 
salary.  The  people  have  already  expressed 
their  approbation  of  a  rate  of  salary  suitable  to 
the  dignity  of  the  office  and  the  character  of  tlis 
SUte.  He  desired  to  give  to  every  man  a  Alary 
in  proportion  to  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
office  he  fills.  And  it  is  proposed  further  that 
the  Governor  shall  remove  his  residence  from 
this  city.  He  would  warn  the  gentleman  from 
Worcester  against  touching  Annapolis,  endeared 
as  it  is  to  the  citizens  of  this  State  by  its  hallow- 
ed associations.  L«''t  the  Governor  act  as  be 
feels  disposed.  Grve  him  an  ade<^uate  salary, 
and  leave  him  free  to  do  as  be  will.  He  was 
opposed  also  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Quee.n  Anne*s. 

Mr.  DoRSBV  intended  to  move  to  amend  the 
substitute  of  the  gentl  eman  from  Worcester,  by 
striking  out  the  words  **during  the  bessioos  of  the 
legislature  of  ihe  Stt  te,**  and  inserting  in  lien 
thereof  the  fallowing  ^^  ords,  "during  the  session 
of  the  Legislature,  and  in  the  reccM  thereof  be 
in  the  city  of  Annapolis.,  during  the  first  week  of 
every  other  month  of  his  term.^ 

Mr-  D.  went  into  a  b  rief  explanation  of  the 
duties  of  the  Governor,  ai  td  stated  ihat  they  wars 
not  such  as  to  require  his  constant  residence  at 
Annapolis. 

The  question  was  then  p  ut  on  the  amendmeat 
offered  by  Mr.  Grason,  a»il  it  was  adopted. 

The  question  bein|  i^^  (he  amendment  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Dossbt, 


Mr.  BttiM  moTcd  ■  gbII  of  the  Houw.  The 
ulirj  of  the  GoTernor  vai  before  the  CoDien- 
Uofl,  and  nbeo  it  wa>  formerlj  under  considera- 
tion lia  happened  to  ba  ibaeot  tram  his  leal;  ind 
it  bad  Eirca  him  to  much  trouble  to  explain  the 
naion  of  hii  absence,  that  he  wai  desirous  to 
preveiit  other  genilemen  from  haTJog  the  ssme 
trouble. 

Mr.  SriMcta  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Fnd- 
rick  would  withdraw  the  iQOtioa,  as  II  irould only 
lesd  to  *  Dieleaa  coRiumption  of  lime. 

Mr.  Buck  said  he  had  shown  is  little  disposi- 
tion ai  an  j  one  to  consume  the  time  nf  the  Houm 
b;  uielesa  notions.  He  then  withdrew  his  mo- 
Mr.  Sfemceh  expreued  faia  liopelbal  theCon- 
Tention  would  not  specif;  any  particular  time 
when  the  GoTemor  shall  be  in  Annapolis,  and 
thui  leBTe  the  inference  to  be  made  thai  it  ma; 
not  be  Deccnarj  for  him  to  be  here  at  ail  limes. 
Mr.  DoasaT  was  of  opinion  thai  iti«  necessary 
for  the  Oarernor  to  be  here,  while  the  Legisla- 
ture i*  in  session.  But  in  the  tecess  of  the  Le- 
eislatare,  he  did  not  think  it  necesaar;.  It  is 
luown  thit  he  has  heretofore  oceaaionBtl;  been 
abaeni  tor  a  week,  or  perbspa  a  month,  at  a  time, 
•o  Ibat  his  duties  do  not  compel  hisconstani  pie- 
,  MDea,  jet  yuu  require  him  Id  be  here  at  all  times 
readj  to  dischar|[e  his  duties.  He  has  to  dis- 
cherga  the  function)  of  bis  officej  and  whether 
be  performs  ifae  duty  here  or  while  ha  is  absent 
from  A.oDapolia,is  of  no  consequence.  It  is 
ralbcr  lobe prefei red,  that  he  should  not  give 
baatj  opiniona  and  decisions,  as  soon  ai  bosinesa 
ia  brouffal  baf'ire  him;  but  thai  he  should  take  • 
*  liUle  time  fbr  deliberaUon,  before  be  TSplleS  to 
ipplications,  and  his  replies,  if  he  is  absent,  can 
ba  transmitted  through  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Tbere  have  been  complaints,  that  allhough  the 
Govemor  dmj  reside  nere,  he  is  not  to  be  found 
at  the  GoTemment  house.  It  is  with  a  liew  lo 
nliera  hien  fiom  these  complaiots,  and  to  Sz 
where  aitd  when  he  may  be  found  that  this 
■inaDdBent  is  offered.  He  will,  perhaps,  have 
fcwer  duliea  tn  aitend  to  after  the  new  (jonstitu 
tion  is  eaiabliahed.  And  if  he  attends  here  dur- 
fatC  tile  Arst  week  in  every  month,  after  the  legis- 
IstiTO  aeaaioii  IsrmiDutes,  it  will   be  quite  suS- 

Mr.  BansT,  of  Baltimore  city.  If  a  reraiitition 
•houU  be  made  on  the  Execulire  by  tne  Go- 
Tsmor  of  another  Slate,  is  the  messenger  In  be 
eMBpeiled  to  niD  all  orer  the  Slate  to  find 

Mr.  DeaiaT.  There  will  be  no  occasion  for 
thU.  The  mail*  trarel  very  rapidly.  It  li  not 
DBoeaaaij  that  ihe  GoTernor  should  remain  here 
on  tbal  account.  Sometime*  Ihesa  requisitioni 
eaJlfoT  deliberation,  which  eaiiHsdelay.  And  it 
oAen  (Kcun  that  il  is  necrs'sry  for  the  Governor 
to  lake  1^1  adtice  upon  Ihe  subject,  and  some 
dMS  may  elapse  before  hit  opinion  can  be  ob- 
laiited.  He  did  not  think  the  lalary  of  the  Go- 
vernor should  be  fixed  so  high,  as  to  make  the 
oflioa  deairabie  for  the  sake  of  lb«  emolumant, 
Tbcrafora  he  held  it  to  be  proper  to  reduce  ii. 

Mr.  Gb«mii  woald  first  consider  Ihe  question, 
wiMtlMt  tba  public  intarcn  rajnired  the  Gov- 


reside  at  the  seat  of  govrrnmeDt,    In 

nencement  of  our  government,  the  Gov- 
ernors li>ed  in  Annapolis,  but  in  (be  rourse  of 
time,  the?  genereiiyremained  at  their   private 
residences  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature, 
I  wai  ibe  custom  till  the  Isw  9!  December 
ion,  1S37,  lequired  the  Governor   to  reside 
le  sest  of  government.     He  then  enumeim- 
Eed  tbe  various   duties  of  the  executive.    The 
laimiandaccountsegalnst 
the   State  occupies  cossidrrsble   time.    While 
ha  [Mr.  G.J  was  in  office,   no  account  was  paid 
DQtil  it  received  his  examination   and  approval; 
and  he  bad  no  doubt  that  the   investigalioa  and 
rejection  of  improper  claims,  bad  saved  more  to 
the  Slate  than  the  whole  amount  of  his  salary. 
A  duty  of  this  kind  could  not  be  pelformed  by 
the  Governor  if  he  retnsined  at   his  ov/a  resi- 
dence during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature. 
Mr.  BaowM  moved  Ibe  previous  question. 
Mi,  McHenrt  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on 
le  motion,  and  Ibey  iiere  ordered. 
Mr.  BaowN  then  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  DnicKSOHaddressed  the  Convention.  His 
lemsrki  will  be  published  hereafter. 

of  Baltimore  city,  was  opposed  to 
Ibeintrodoction  of  Yankee  notions  into  a  Mary- 
land Constitution.     This   is  a   Southern  Slate, 

.  desired  to  see  her  Constitution 

framed  with  a  view  to  sroall  ecoiiomy.  bat  to 
priociplei.  The  gentleman  from  Worcester 
^ys  he  is  a  reformer,  and  be  calls  on  all  refor- 
mera  to  unite  with  him  in  whiltling  down  tb« 
salaries  of  our  public  oScen.  But  he  would  tell 
Ibe  gentleman  from  Worcester,  that  the  people 
of  Maryland  want  no  pinny  viii  policy.  The 
issue  presented,  is  non. residence  at  Annapolis, 
and  low  salary,  ar  residence  and  fair  salary; 
whether  tbe  public  duties  shall  be  neglected  at  a 
small  cost,  or  whether  they  sbsil  be  faithfully 
performed  for  adequate  compensation.  He  would 
suppose  that  his  friend  from  Worcester  should 
some  day  be  clothed  with  this  honor,  ends  mur- 
der, startling  the  whole  community,  like  that 
recemly  commitled  in  Kent  county,  bad  taken 
place,  and  it  was  necenary  that  a  reward  should 
be  ofi'ered  for  the  detection  of  the  murderer  with- 
out  delay,  would  Le  like  thsl  the  messi-ng'r  from 
Kent  Eounty  should  be  hunting  for  him  amnng 
his  friends  in  Worcester,  to  issue  the  procUma- 
tion,  and  in  tbe  mean  time  tbe  murderer  should 
make  bii  escape?  Or,  if  a  requisition  should  Ije 
made  on  him  by  the  Governor  of  another  State, 
would  it  be  proper  to  be  running  all  through  the 
Ststeto  find  the  Governor, befce  any  stepcould 
be  taken?  And  as  he  understood  the  propositioD 
of  the  gentleman  from  Worcester,  it  wa«  to  re- 
duce the  salary  oftbe  Governor  lo  twothouMnd 
dollars,  Wbere  would  the  gentleman  from 
Worcester  find  a  competent  person  to  take  the 
labor  and  responsibility  of  the  office  fo''  thai 
Slim?  He  hoped  no  such  proposition  would  find 
favor  with  the  Convention, 

Mr,  DiRicisoM  asid  it  would  be  Ihe  very  way 
to  get  a  fit  person  to  take  the  office. 

Mr.  SOLLil*  dtA  tiW.  »7^ia«>  v»rifc  ^fiCww*  » 
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those  thrown  out,  b^  the  gentleman  from  Wor- 
cester, who  stands  forward  here  as  the  friend  of 
iCkt  sovereign  people,  a  Urge  portion  of  whom 
;are  poor.  In  £ngland,  where  trie  institutions  are 
:aristocrati6.  and  where  the  wealthy  only  obtain 
public  employments,  it  may  be  very  proper  to 
cut  down  salaries.  But  here  the  rery  object  of 
givinz  salaries  sufficient  to  support  those  who  are 
in  office,  is  to  prevent  the  poor  from  being  ex- 
cluded. 

Mr.  DiRicKsoN  asked  whether  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  a  residence  wherever  the  home  of  the 
Governor  may  be,  is  not  equal  to  four  thousand 
dollars,  and  a  residence  during  the  whole  year  in 
Annapolis. 

Mr.  SoLLBRS  resumed.  The  people  ask  for  no 
-such  reduction  of  salary.  Let  the  gentleman 
take  off  the  two  thousand  dollars  from  the  salary, 
and  how  far  would  it  relieve  the  people  of  the 
State  of  their  burdens?  How  much  would  it  di- 
■liiitsh  the  annual  taxation?  Something  is  due 
to  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  State.  It  was 
:an  expression  of  public  sentiment  which  caused 
Ahe  salary  to  be  raised. 

The  gentleman  from  Worcester  said,  that,  in 
?his  county  the  people  asked  for  a  reduction  of 
the  salaries  of  public  officers.  In  my  county, 
(said  Mr.  S.,)  not  a  man  desires  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan  desired  to  say  but  three  words 
to  put  himself  on  the  record.  It  was  clear  to 
him  that  the  Governor  of  Maryland  ought  to  re- 
side at  Annapolis — that  he  ought  to  be  a  gentle 
man,  and  that  he  should  receive  a  salary  sufficient 
to  support  the  dignity  of  the  office.  Admitting 
all  these  propositions,  he  should  go  for  the  high- 
est salary. 

Some  further  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
SoLLBRi  and  Fibrt  at  a  late  hour. 

Mr.  DiRicKsoN  briefly  explained. 

Mr.  KiLGouR  moved  that  the  Convention  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maoraw, 

The  Convention  adjourned. 


THURSDAY,  March  13, 185 1 . 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o^clock. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gradpf. 

The  journal  of  proceedings  of  yesterday,  was 
read  an<l  approved. 

The  Secrbtart  announced  Uiat  Messrs. 
Brent,  of  Charles,  and  Crisfibld,  were  appoint- 
ed members  of  the  special  committee  ordered  on  i 
yesterday  in  relaliorito  doorkeepers,  in  the  room 
of  Messrs.  Dirickson  and  Annan,  who  bad  been 
excused  from  serving. 

EXBCOTIVB  DEPARTMBNT. 


The  twenty-first  section  of  tho  printed  report 
being  under  consideration,  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dorsbt,  to  amend  the 
amendment  to  the  section  submitted  by  Mr. 
Dirickson.  by  striking  out  **during  the  seasioBS 
of  the  legislature  of  the  State,"  and  inaertiqg  lo 
lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

''During  the  session  of  the  legisJatnre,  aad  io 
the  recess  thereof,  be  io  the  city  of  Annapolis, 
during  the  first  week  of  every  other  month  of  hit 
term." 

Mr.  Stbwart,  of  Baltimore  eitj,  moved  aeall 
of  the  House; 

Which  was  ordered. 

Pending  said  call, 

Mr  Dorsbt  withdrew  his  amendment 

Mr  FiBRT  moved  to  suspend  all  further  pto- 
ceedings  under  the  call. 

But  the  moUpn  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  pRBSiDBNT.pro.  (em.,  informed  the  Coa- 
vention  that  the  doorkeepers  had  returned,  aad 
reported  that  they  had  notified  the  absent  meiL- 
hers. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendflMet 
submitted  by  Mr  Diricxson. 

Mr.  Phblps  asked  for  a  division  of  the  aacad- , 
ment,  and  that  the  vote  be  first  taken  on  insertisi 
these  words,  "the  Governor  shall  be  in  attendsacf 
at  the  seat  of  government  daring  the  aeaaioDsef 
the  legislature  of  the  State.** 

Mr.  Dirickson  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes  oa 
both  branches, 

And  they  were  ordered  aceordin|^j. 

Mr.  Fhblps  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  divi- 
sion of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dirickson  renewed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  braaek 
of  the  amendment. 

And  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

J^rmative — Messrs.  Lee.  Dorsey*  Dalrvassle, 
Bell,  Lloyd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot, 
Crisfield.  Dasbiell,  Eccleston,  Dirickson,  lie- 
Master,  Fooks,  Gaither,  Sappinxton,  NeiMm, 
Carter,  Hardcastle,  :&*chley.  Fiery,  John  New- 
comer, Harbine,  Davis,  Brewer,  Slicer,  Smith, 
Cockey  and  Brown — 28. 

J^egative. — Messrs.  Blaklstone,  President.  pr» 
fern.  Dent,  Hopewell,  Chambera,  of  Kent,  Mitdi- 
ell,  Donaldson.  Wells  Randall,  Kent,  SeUmss, 
Sellers,  Brent,  of  Charles,  Buchanan,  Welch, 
Chandler,  Williams,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Phel^ 
Chambers,  of  Cecil,  Miller,  McLane,  Bowie, 
Tuck,  Grason,  Shriver,  "iser,  MeHenry,  Ma- 
graw,  Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  Presit- 
man.  Ware,  Kilgour,  Waten,  Weber,  Hoflydsj 
and  Parke— 37. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  amendment  was  it- 
jected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  seeood 
branch  of  the  amendment,  as  follows : 

*'  And  shall  receive  for  hb  services  an  aDootl 
salary  of  two  thousand  dollars," 

Mr.  Crispibld  asked  if  it  was  not  a  niotioo  to 
strike  oat  and  amend.' 

The  Prbsidbnt,  pro  iem.    It  is. 

Mr.  Crispibld  then  a«ked  for  a  division  of  the 


The  Convention  resumt  d  the  order  ot  VYie  ^^^  A^>^«<&\imv<i«Q  that  it  may  be  first  taken  on  slnkiog 
being  the  npori  on  the  exeouUva  depatXmtiiX.    ^  craX. 
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Mr.  MrrcMLL  wislMd  to  giTe  a  reaion  for  bb 
▼ote.  He  came  here  with  a  riew  to  the  retrench- 
ment of  onnecesflarj  expenditures.  He  was  a 
reformer.  He  had  heard  it  said  that  the  first 
gentleman  in  the  United  Sutes  is  Millard  Fill- 
more Now  he  wished  to  make  the  Governor 
of  Maryland  a  gentleman  of  the  first  class.  He 
would  therefore  gife  him  a  high  salary  that  be 
may  be  so. 

Mr.  DiaicKsoM  withdrew  the  second  branch  of 
bis  amendment,  and  moved  to  amend  the  twenty- 
first  section  by  striking  out  the  words  *'  four 
thousand/*  and  inserting  in  lieu  of  them,  the 
words  *'  two  ihousaod." 

Mr.  CaisriBLD  asked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion and  that  it  be  first  taken  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  DoxsBT  moved  to  amend  the  twenty- first 
secUoaby  imerting  after  the  word  "government," 
ID  the  first  line,  the  following  words,  **  during 
the  sessions  of  ihe  General  Assembly,  and  in  the 
recess  thereof,  shall  be  in  the  city  of  Annapolis 
duriiup  the  first  week  of  every  other  month  oi  his 
term.'* 

Mr.  JsNiraa  said  it  would  be  necessary,  be 
preaumed,  in  order  to  comply  with  this  provision, 
that  the  Governor  should  carry  a  reporter  about 
with  him  to  make  a  record  and  report  oi'  all  his 
movements. 

Mr.  Dorset  replied  that  the  amendment  gives 
public  notice  of  the  times  at  which  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Governor  lo  be  at  the  seat  of  government 
It  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  necessary  that  the 
Governor  should  always  reside  at  the  seat  of 
government    From  the  foundation  of  our  State 
government  in  J  776  until  1836,  he  was  not  com- 
pelled to  have  his  residence  here.    But  in  the 
year  1836,  this  new  duty  was  unnecessarily  im- 
posed on  him.    The  Governor  needs  not  te  be  al- 
w  ays  at  Annapolis.    He  did  not  wish,  in  the  least 
degree  to  detract  from  the  manner  In  which  the 
gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Grason,) 
had  performed  his  duty  while  he  was  Governor. 
But  the  executive  chamber  was  a  warm,  com- 
fortable  room,  well  supplied  with  the  newspa- 
per!, booka  and  documents,  and  had  always  a 
good  fire  in  it,  and  be  thought  that  the  walk  to  it 
erery  morning  was  but  necessary  exercise,  and 
to  ait  there  a  few  huurs  daily,  was  no  great  sacri- 
fice, and  that  the  daily  vi»iu  to  it  by  the  Go- 
TtfDor,  would  have  been  paid  if  business  did 
not  require  them.      As  to  what  was  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Baltimure  about  the   mur- 
derio  Kent couDty,  he,  (Mr.  D.,)  thought  the 
delay  and  trouble  of  getting  a  proclamation  is- 
aued  might  be  as  great,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  if 
the  Governor,  though  required  to  reside  here 
eonstaotly,  but  is  occasionally  absent,  or  if  he  is 
only  here  at  stated  intervals.     He  knew  it  was 
the  opinion  of  some  that  the  Governor  should  be 
always  on  the  spot.    But  what  would  he  the 
great  inconvenience  if  the  bu«iness  was  sent,  or 
persons  bad  to  go,  to  Frederick,  where  the  home 
of  the  present  Governor  'i\  or  to  Easton,  where 
the  ez-Govemor  lived.    The  only  object  is.  that 
the  people  might  know  where  he  is  to  be  found, 
then  no  inconvenience  can  result 

It  is  said  there  are  many  accounts  which  re- 
quire to  be  examined  daily.    This  statement,  he 


apprehended,  must  be  received  with  many  grains 
of  allowance,  nor  are  they  so  numerous  as  to 
make  it  necessary  to  give  an  increased  salary, 
and  to  require  a  constant  residence  here,  in  order 
that  the  Grovemor  may  be  enabled  to  perform  this 
duty.    He  could  not  understandjwhat  great  num- 
ber of  accounts  tltere  could  be.    There  can  be 
no  money  drawn  firom  the  treasury,  unlesn  it  has 
been  previously  appropriated  by  law,  and  if  the 
Governor  has  other  accounts  to  pay.  which  are 
not  the  subiects  of  specific  appropriation,  but  arc 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund^the  fewer  they 
are  the  better.     Hut  if  there  are  these  accounts 
to  settle,  it  is  better  that  they  should  not  be  paid 
too  hastily;  but  that  they  should  be  subjected  to 
as  much  delay  as  is  necessary  fur  their  full   and 
deliberate    examination.     Applications,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Governor,  may  be  always  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  or  may  be  forwarded  to 
the  Governor  himself,  and  he  can  direct  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  to  pay  attention  to  ihem.    And. 
as  to  the  individual  who  traveled  from  Allegany 
bare-footed  to  see  the  Governor,  there  would  be 
no  new  difficulty  thown,  in  the  way  of  such  per- - 
sons,  by  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  wnichi 
would  only  require  of  the  person  a  change  in  the 
time,  or  direction  of  his  journey. 

In  relation  to  the  public  debt,  he  desired  to» 
say,  that  fVom  information  which  had  come  to  hie 
knowledge  since  that  subject  was  discussed  hert^ 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  debt  will  not  be 
paid  off'so  soon  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  have 
imagined     Their  calculations  were  ba^ed  on  the 
ai^umption,  that  the  debt  could  be  all  bought  up 
at  par.    But  the  gentleman  frem  Carroll,  told  us 
that  the  debt  could  only  be  purchased  at  a  pre- 
mium, and  such  was  unquestionably  the  fact.    In 
that  case  the  money  in  the  treasury  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  pav  the  debt  at  the  time  anticipated. 
And  if  we,  with  this  fact  before  our  eyes,  sitting 
here  as  a  Convention  to  form  a  ConsiitMtion,  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  our  public  officers,  we  shall 
still  further  protect  the  payment  of  the  debt  He 
had  about  as  much  southern  feeling  as  he  desired 
to  have,  but  he  had  no  wish  to  expend  the  public 
money,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  showing  our 
ostentatious  hospitality.    If  the  Governor  thinks 
it  proper  to  give  entertainments,  he  can  pay  for 
them  out  of  his  salary.     But  it  would  be  wrong 
for  this  Convention,  by  sanctioning  this  practice, 
to  hold  out  encouragement  to  extravagance.    He 
liked  to  see  thn  Governor  hospitable;  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  bis  friends  from  Baltimore,  where 
money  was  plentiful,  and  he  suppo<-ed  easily  ac- 
quired, as  a  thousand  dollars  was  no  more  thought 
of   than    as  many    cents    are  in  the  country, 
would  be  ready  enough  to  vote  him  the  largest 
salary,  as  the  means  of  keeping  up  expensive  hos- 
pitalities.    But  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that 
throughout  the  country,  at  present,  there  is  a. 
great  amount  of  poverty   and  distress.     He  did 
not  know,  if  salaries  were  to  be  increased,  why 
the  increase  should  be  confined  to  the  Governor. 
The  judges  have  as  good  a  claim  to  share  in  the 
benefit  of  the  operation.    The  judges  of  the 
courts  of  appeals  have  far  more  incessant  labor- 
to  endure — more  responsible  duties  to  perfb&m. 
For  every  thing  that  could  elevate  the  value  of 
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their  services,  their  claims  to  adequate  salary,  i  entitled  to  it,  if  it  be  true,  as  is  said  of  bim  bere, 

are  not  inferior  to  those  of  your  Governors,  yet  that  he  represents  the  people  of  Maryland,  mora 

the  clangor  of  your    self-sacrificing,    patriotic  fully    than  the   General    Assembly.    He   vai 

electioneering  politicians,  has  been  ibat  the  ex-  against  trusting  to  much  power  in  the  bmndsof  a 

pense  of  your  judiciary  is  inexordinately  high  sinxle  individual,  or  idolairously  wonhipiog  or 

and  ought  to  be  reduced  for  the  sake  of  the  *'dear  eulogising  him  because  be  was  Governor,  or  for 

people."  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  office.    He  would 

The  Legislature  are  the  peculiar  guardians  of  niuch  rather  trust  to  the  General  Assembly,  the 

the  public  purse.    They  come  here  biennially  fixiofC  of  the  salaries  of  all  public  officers.    He 

from  the  people,  and  return  to  them  again,  for  thought  that  under  his  amendment,  UieGoTcmor 

the  most  part  for  re-election.    They  bring  with  «ay  live  more  economically,  and  that  we  may 

them  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  people,  and  re-  obtain  better  men,  wh»»  will  consent  to  take  the 

turn  to  them  responsible  for  their  conduct.    We,  office  when  they  are  not  bound  to  live  duriii|  the 

on  the  other  hand,  never  expect  to  come  here  to  whole  term  in  this  city.    As  the  sessions  of  the 

another  Convention;  therefore  we    stand,  in  a  Legislature  are  not  to  extend  beyond  sixtjT  days, 

measure,  independent  of  and  not  responsible  to  ^h®  Governor  will  not  be  compelled  to  be  in  An-' 

the   people.     He  would  rather  leave  it  to  the  na pol is  but  a  short  time,  and  therefore  his  salaiy 

Legislature  to  fix.the  amount  of  salaries.    The  may  be  reduced  below  what  it  is  in  the  repoit, 

salary    of  the    Governor   was    raised    by    the  without  injury  to  him. 

Legislature  to  J4200.    But  afterwards,  when  the  Mr.  Buown  said,  that  be  had  never  heard  the 

attention  of  the  people  was  called  to  the  subject,  salaries  of  the  judges  complained  of.     He  had 

it  was  reduced  to  the  sum  of  (^2000.    For  aught  been  attacked  for  voting  to  raise  the  aalary  of  the 

that  he  knew,  it  might  be  the  wish  of  the  people  Governor;  and  a  pt-raon  had  come  to  him.  and 

that  it  should  so  remain,  and  to  them  only  be-  offered  to  do  it  for  $1600  a  year.    The  people  of 

longs  the  right  to  change  it     He  was  disposed,  b»»  county  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the 

therefore,  to  leave  the  salary  to  be  fixed  by  the  salaries  of  the  judges.    Their  desires  ran  in  an- 

Legislature,  who  were  far  more  economical  and  other  direcUon.    They  only  asked  that  the  judges 

mindful  of  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people,  maj  be  elected  by  the  people.    They  were  op- 

than  this  Convention,  of  which  be  had  the  honor  posed,  as  he  was,  to  all  life  offices, 

to  be  a  member.  Mr.  Dorset  said  if  the  people  of  Carroll  wera 

i«  —nU  ♦/»  «K»  Aim^.^^i,.^  ..^»«».ir.  ««^^  ^^  "^^  sensitivc,  ntthe  time  the  gentleman  referred 

*K    nj    El     lon^l?*^^  ^^^  n    "i?  "^     ^  to,  on  the  subject  of  the  salaries  of  the  judges. 

^A^  Z  k"F»     1^    'nh  '^'-  ?^*P^^^K"  ^''""  thiy  have  becime  so  since,  if  the  information^ 

of  the  highest  eulogy  of  the  condition  of  the  New  ^J^^  ^^e  subject  was  correct 

Lngland    Slates    and  described  the  impressions  j^^  Gr^son  would  state  the  reasons  which  in- 

nnade  upon  him,  by  an  observance  of  their  wealth.  j„^,j  ^^^  committee  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Gof- 

the.r  superior  intel  ec  ual  acouiremenu,  their  re-  ^^„^^  ^,  ^^^^  ,j,^^,^„j  ^^1,^^^     jj^  ^  ^ 

hnement  and  habits  in.ngled  with  a  ^ys  em  of  day  spoken  of  the|necessity  for  the  residence  of 
ecoMomy,ihe.rmoi-al.ty,iheir  commercial  enter-  ^^i  Governor  at  Annapolis.  The  gentleman 
pnze  their  system  of  common  schools  and  the  f^^  ^^^^  ^^^^j^,  ^^  replied,  anrhe,  (Mr. 
immense  number  of  their  churche^.m  1807,  when  ^^^  ^^„,j  ^  ^^^  ^^rj/j„  ^  '  )^^^ 
he  traveled  through  tha  country  on  horseback,  ^ad  been  said  by  that  gentleman  Formerly,  in 
for  the  benefit  of  h,s  health;  and  during  his  .low  eonsequence  of  the  continued  absence  of  the  6ov^ 
and  entire  journey,  from  Marblehead  to  Balti-  crnor,\  steward  was  employed,  a!  a  salary  of  two 
more,  he  never  9a^v  a  drunken  man.  and  gave  his  ^undi^d  dollars,  t»  take  chaJge  of  the  GoVemorH 
opinion  that  the  people  there  werom  advance  of  house  and  furniture.  But  notwithsUnding  this, 
us  m  mtelligence.  in  morality  and  ,n  a  I  the  con-  j,  ^^,  ^^^j  ^^^  ^,,i  ^^^^  j^^  .«  ^^ 
veriiences  and  comforts  of  life  at  least— being  a  -.„„«„«„  ^r  ii.«  «*«i:»i««.»  Jf  •!  .t^^^^  ^ZTiL 
century  ahead  of  , he  people  of  the  South.  L  ^^P'^^Jof^i^^^^ 
evenof  those  of  old  Maryland.  ^/„„^j,  ^^^jj  ^e  iLt  by  the  ab^nce  of  the 
Mr.  SoLLERs  afked  if  this  happy  condition  of  Governor  as  would  be  saved  by  a  reduction  of 
New  England,  resulted  from  the  abolition  of  sla-  his  salary.  It  was  admitted  by  all,  that  the  aala- 
very?  ry  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  the  dignity  of  the 
Mr.  DoRSEY  said  he  believed  not.  station.  The  committee  wished  to  allo«v  a  liber- 
Mr.  SoLLERs.  The  northern  people  say  so.  al  compensation,  not  for  the  purpose  of  encoui^ 
Mr.  DoRSKT  supposed  that  the  gentleman  from  aging  extravagance,  as  many  supposed,  but  to 
Calvert,  did  not  intend  to  endorse  all  northern  enable  the  Governor  to  pass  through  his  term  of 
opinions.  He  then  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  office  without  impairing  his  private  resources. 
attacks  which  had  been  made  on  the  judiciary.  The  salaries  in  Wisconsin  and  Indiana  had  been 
on  account  of  their  extra vagti nee.  He  had  heard  referred  to  as  the  proper  standard,  but  what 
that  a  distinguished  politician  on  the  Eastern  might  be  sufficient  in  those  remote  Slates,  where 
Shore,  had  declared  that  five  hundred  dollars  living  was  cheap,  would  be  inadequate  in  Mary- 
was  salary  enough  for  any  man.  He  had  heard  land,  where  it  ban  always  been  the  custom  to  ex- 
that  a  gentleman,  a  member  of  this  body,  not  very  lend  the  hospitality  of  the  Government  House  to 
far  from  him.  had  assened  that  the  ju«iges  are  visiters  from  every  part  of  the  State  as  well  as 
now  paid  too  much.  We  shall  make  a  bid  be-  from  foreign  countries.  This  custom  has  existed 
ginnifg  of  our  reforms,  if  we  rnise  the  salary  of  too  Iodb:  to  be  disregarded;  and  if  the  gentleman 
the  Governor,  It  may  be,  however,  tbat  he  ii  fcom  WaifauigtoD,  who  wisbea  to  cvdiice  the 


*  MOM,  w«rB  pUcad   in  the  MacnliM' 

•  wouM  find  it  iiDp<Mible  to  railit  Iha 
I  of  liii  prttdeeewora.  No  OoTamor  can 
r  thiDK  out  of  hi*  Nltr;.  Whateicr  he 
I,  i*  dmributad  in  KUne  fann  or  othar 
lb«  people  of  the  8uts.  But  the  ganlia- 
m  Aone  Anindei  romplaln*  or  Iha  baarr 
Mlar  ohicb  the  peopie  are  auflarinc,  and 

to  rclwTe  thpiD  ftum  tiiair  bDidenit>j' 
a«raT  a  part  of  the  OoTerror'i  aalarj 
vuld.  indeed,  afford  comiderabia  reliaf. 
rould  appoar,  b;  an  accurate  caleuUtkon, 
ih  tax  paysr  vuuld  Mve  annnallj  at  Jeiit 
I  of  a  cent.  But  a  few  neeki  ago  tb« 
•n  Tiened  our  )t91boi  or  ttKation  in  a 
t  light-  He  then  deaenbod  the  proaperitj 
Itala  in  glowing  colon;  and  tpuke  of  the 
'  with  which  the  (wiiple  of  eterj  ooiintj, 
eelallj  ofhii  own  district,  paid  their  lax-; 
of  tbe  rr^t  thejr  woukd  fee^  al  anj  n- ' 
of  their  I)urd«riB  till  the  public  debt  wti 
eslinruithed.  The  gantleman  compam 
riea  of  ihe  «seeall>e  and  judgei,  and,  of 
in  of  opinion,  that  the  auperior  tbilitlei 
laitar  enliile  then)  to  a  higher  conpenu- 


■e,  and  lubjected  to  great  additional  ax- 
'Which  do  not  alwajraceaae  with  ■  tenni- 
if  his  Mlarj.  And  what,  afier  all,  w  a 
a  ^4000.  The  deriu  of  tnanj;  of  the 
a  receiTe  aa  large  a  eoapeoaation,  aad 
Aler*  of  banka  halfaa  mueb, witboul  ba- 
ler lb«  neceaaitj  of  increaaing  their  ei- 
jTMalectlog Ibfir prifale buiineai,  Wfaj, 
lanhTwe  reduce  the  uompanaalion  of  the 
or,  wboae  salary  ia  expanded  in  boipitali- 
le  the  profits  of  other  olEces  are  added 
irinie  fortune  of  the  incumbents.  The 
lorof  .Hacyland  isexpoMd  to  an  aipenaa, 
hicb  the  GoTemors  of  other  8U1m  are 
.  Bhipi  of  our  own  navy,  u  well  as  for- 
•sell  of  war,  frequently  anchor  in  Anna- 
ads;  and  whatever  might  be  the  opinion 
bars,  the  people  of  tbe  Stale  eipected  the 
lity  of  the  State  to  be  exerciieJ  on  erery 
eation,  and  that  tbe  Ooienrar  should  in- 
naiiiiirj  aspense.  Tlie  gentleown  from 
,  fMr.  Sollets,!  had  clearly  shown,  thai 
ial  reduction  of  the  Mlary.  would  eicluda 
limiled  mean*  from  the  offlcn.  The  pro- 
I  to  reduce  the  salary  to  |:000,  ought  lo 
lied  a  bill  to  pretent  a  man,  without  • 
,  from  being  tioTemor  of  Iha  State. 
pKiLra  Tindicated  Xhr  part  of  the  Eaatain 
•hich  he  rrpresentsd  from  tbe  charge  of 
I  lo  eitabliab  thp  doctrine  that  five  bun- 
Ilara  waa  a  anfficientlj  high  salary  foi 
liic  oBicer.  He  and  hia  coUeaguai  were 
'  ol  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  offi- 
it  they  were  equally  in  favor  of  giiing 
It  eompeiuatioa  to  tboae  who  were  neeea- 


Mr.  Ttn^woeld  not  proloag  the  dianii^oii. 
HebtliaTed  that  the  opinion  ol  the  ConventioQ 
wa*  that  the  salary  of  tbe  Governor  should  be 
liberal,  and  that  he  should  reside  in  Anupolia. 
He  moved  the  previotnqDetlion. 

Mr.  CijiiiBtaa  requraied  the  gentlepoan  from 
Prince  Georgea  to  witbdratv  tbe  motion  for  a 
monenl  to  enable  him  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Tdcx  waived  tbe  motioo  for  the  moment. 

Mr.  CHoaasi  then  moved  to  amend  the  ••«- 
tion  bjsiriking  out  "four  theuMnd,"  and  inaert- 
ing  in  lieu  Ibereof  "thirty-six  hundred." 

The  previoui  question  was  thro  seconded. 

Tbe  question  being  on  tbe  fiiat  bnoeh  of  tbe 
am'Tidmeal  on  striking  out, 

Mr.  SirriHOTOM  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes 

I  the  question,  and  they  were  ordered 

Tbe  qneation  was  then  pot  on  itiikiug  out, 

id  decided  aa  fallows: 

4JEniM<iv*— Messrs.  Dent,  Lee,  Chambers, 
of  Kent,  Dorsey,  Calrymple,  Brent,  of  Cbarica, 
Llovd,  Dickinson,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Cria- 
Geld,  Dashiell,  Williams,  Eccleiton,  Pbelpa, 
""'ikson,  McMaiter,  Fooks,  ShriTFr,  Gaither, 
-,  Sappinglon,  Nelson.  Carter,  Hardeaatle, 
Scbley,  Fierr,  John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Davia, 
Brewer,  Webrr,  Slicer,  Smith,  Paika,  Shower 
and  Cockey— 35. 

Ntgativt—Mtun.  Btakistone,  President,  jnt 
Itm.,  Hopewell,  Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Wells, 
RandaU,  Kent,  Se'lnun,  Weema,  Sollers,  Jeni- 
fer, Bacbanan,  Belt,  Welch,  Chandler,  Uickt, 
Hodson,  Chamber!,  of  Cecil,  Bowie,  Tuck,  Gra- 
son,  McHenry,  Magraw,  Gwinu,  Siewart,  of 
Baltimore  city.  Brenl,orBaliinioreeiiy.  Fresat- 
min.  Ware,  Kilgour,  Waters,  HoUyday  and 
Brown— 3a. 

So  the  motion  toalrike  out  wa*  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  Ibeo  puton  tbe  motion  of 
Mr.  CnsMKaa  to  insert  13,000,  and  it  na*  de- 
cided as  follows: 

4Jlra«a<i«t— Messrs.  Btakistone,  Preaident, 
pro  f>M.,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
Mitchell,  Donsldson,  Well*.  Bandall,  Kent. Sell- 
man.  Weems,  Sollere,  BrenI,  of  Charles,  Jenifer, 
Bncbanan.  Bell,  Welch.  Chandler,  Lloyd,  Dick- 
inson, Shrrwood,  of  Talbot,  Hicks,  Hodioo, 
Pbelps.Cbambers,of  Cecil,  Miller.  Bowie,TDck, 
GrasoD.  Shriver,  Biser,  McUenry,  Magraw, 
Gwinn,  Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  Brent,  of 
Baltimore  city,  Pressiman,  Ware,  Kilgour, 
Brewer,  Watera,  Hollyday  and  Brown'— 43. 


Newcomer,    Harbine,   Davis,    Weber,    Slici 
Smith.  Parke.  Shower  and  Coekey-sa. 

So  the  blank  waa  filled  with  "tbirty-aix  hun- 
dred " 

Tbe  qnastioD  then  being  on  tbe  adoption  of  the 
•eclion  as  amended, 

Mr.  DiaiciBoa  aakad  for  the  aye*  and  noes  on 
Iha  qoeetton,  and  tbe;  wen  «<tte«i&. 
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The  qnettion  wtt  then  taken  and  decided  at  Gubernatorial  chair,  which  he  now  filla,  tbooi^t 

foUowi:  that  9000  dollars  was  a  aufficient  lalary  for  the 

AJirmaHv^MeMn.    BlakUtone,    Preiideot,  p*'^?™^'*  ®^  M*nrl;nd,  and  1000  doUan  eooa||i 

pro  im.,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Chamben,  of  Kent,  for  ihe  Secretary  of  Sute. 

Mitchell,  Donaldson,  Weill,  Randall,  Kent,  Sell-  He  (Mr.  D.)  had  only  nsen  to  present  Urn 

man.  Weems,  Sollers.  Bn?nt,  of  Charles,  Jenifer,  recorded  eykUnce  of  the  opinioo  ofthepreseot 

Bnchanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Chandler.  Lloyd,  Dick-  Go? eroor  of  Maryland, which  certainly  oqghtto 

inson,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot.  Crisfield,  Williams,  ^  «"M^«'  ^/omt  weighs  and  he  oomMiM 

Hicks,  Hodson,  Phelps,  Chambers,  of  Cecil,  Mil-  it  to  hj.  friendn.  who  now  thougt  thatt^ta^ 

ler,  Bowie.  Tuck,  OVason,  Shriver,  Biser.  Mc  ^^^^^^T^^^M? ^^L**  ?«*^  Vi??^^?SS! 

HeLry,  Magraw.  G winn,  Stewart,  if  Baltimore  *'»?.  ^  ^^^  ^^  ft*  ^^Z^'^  ""^  ®****,il  J?! 

city,  Bren^  of  Baltimor; city, Presstman, Ware,  ^?"??p  ""T;^'^  ''''' ^"^^^ "^^  *^ *^ 

Kifgour.  Brewer.  Waters.  Hollyday  and  Brown  ^^ jgf.  ^Jt^J^i  „ot  think  thi.  a  proper  tri- 

JVv«i.t,d-xMessrs.  Lee.    Dorsey.    Dasbiell.  ^^it'lt.^M^^^^^TL^^ 

Eccleston,  Dirickson  McM.ster.  fUs   Gaith-  K^ttlrdJe'sum  l;:!^?^*^^ 

cr.Sappington     Nelson,    Carter,    Hardcastle.  j^^     Tfie  gentleman  from  Queen  Anna'b  [Mr. 

Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer.  Harbine.  Web  ^^^^^^  y^J  ^,^  that  a  good  deal  of  piufc 

er,  Sheer,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower  and  Cockey-  p^       J  had  been  taken  away  from  the  GW 

o  .u   ft,  *      .•                 J  J          J    *  J  »n«nl  House  when  in  charge  of  the  Htwavi 

So  the  2l8t  section  as  amended  was  adopted.  j,   ^^^^^^  ^  ^^  abeence  of  the  Govemor  aW 

Mr.  DoESBT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  just  his  family.    If  ao,  that  was  the  fault  of  the  Gor- 

taken,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  to  amend  emor.    He  ought  to  have  selected  a  mora  vigi- 

the  section  as  rollows— to  strike  out  in  the  third  lant  steward,  who  would  have  taken  mora  can 

line,  an  annual  salary  of  **tbirty-siz  hundred  dol-  of  thn  property.    We  ought  not  to  set  imlbi 

lars."  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following  Government  House  as  a  palace  onan  to  pebne  is- 

words:  "as  shall  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  the  spection;  and  the  Oovemor  ahotud  have  pbeed 

,  Legislature."  the  charge  of  the  oroperty  in  more  faithfiil  aaadi. 

Mr.  Davis  said,  he  felt  no  particular  interest  The  people  would  not  be  willing  to  ps^  ane^ 

in  the  exact  amount  at  which  the  Governor's  sal-  gent  steward,  nor  a  Governor  who  Deglactedkii 

ary  might  be  fixed,  but  it  seemed  th«re  were  duty.    He  did  not  think  the  GovemnMot  Hootti 

gentlemen  now  occupying  high  positions  in  the  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor  and  hm  UmUft 

State,  who  had  felt  an  interest  in  the  subject—  ought  to  be  thrown  open  to  /iaitp^ra  to  kHpectit, 

whose  aspirations  and  success  showed  that  they  and  as  n  alleged,  abstract  or  deatroj  its  fuiw- 

had  felt  an  interest  in  it— and  who  had  taken  oc-  *"".    The  gentleman  from  Queeo  AiHie'kshs 

casion  to  place  upon  record  their  opinion  as  to  ^J^  ^^}  •>•  ^  p^^}  5«r«  of  the  pnbtic  propsi^ 

what  the  exact  smount  ought  to  be.    He  held  ty  end  plate,  and  handed  it  over  lohia  aoccewjr. 

in  his  band  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Dele-  out  it  ought  to  be  known   that  m   mort  cain, 

Stes  of  December  session,  1845,  at  which  time  •"*'«''  (">™  ^?''  •""  tear,  or  from  some  otksr 

r.  Lowe,  the  present  Governor  of  Maryland,  ?•"*•  »^  passed  into  the  handa  of  the  auc«»ior 

was  a  member  from  Frederick  county.  'J  «^  '^^"J  condiUon  than  if  it  had  even  aMd 

Mr.  McHKNav  called  Mr.  Davis  ti  order.  ^~"«*»  l^JJ  *^»?^«  ""^^^""J^V^'  .u^T^.Sf'f 

T^     ,^           ;«.            ,           ^         „    .    ,  counti  of  the  Treasurer  Will  show  that  the  sp- 

Mr.  Davis.    The  eentleman   from    Harford  propriaUons    for   furnishing    the    Govexnasat 

will  please  to  reduce  his  point  of  order  to  wri-  house  nave  been  larger  since  the  Governor  htf 

^'"**                     .      * ,.               ,  been  compelled  to  reside  here,  than  they  wen 

Some  conversation  followed,  and  before.    It  appeared,  therefore,  that  fcherai- 

Wbile  Mr.  McHenrv  was  reducing  his  point  dence  of  the  (jovemor  here  had  increased,  aot 

of  order  to  writing,  the  chair  decided  Mr.  Davis  diminished,  the  appropriatioiia  after  every  aev 

to  be  in  order.  election  of  a  Governor. 

Mr.  Davis  resumed:    All  he  had  proposed  to  Mr.  SnaiTaa  asked  what  the  couraeof  Mr 

do,  he  said,  when  interrupted,  was  to  read  from  Lowe  in  1845,  had  to  do  with  the  questioB  bs- 

patre  327  of  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Dele-  fore  that  Convention? 

gates  where  it  would  he  seen,  the  report  from  Mr    Do asav  said,  that  as  the  legislatorebsTS 

the    Committee  on  Retrenchment  being  under  had  the  power  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  Govei- 

consideration.  and  the  question  being  upon  the  nor,  they  ought  also  to  have  the  power  to  raducs 

section  fixing  the  Governor's  salary,  that  Mr.  it    Ought  thry  not  to  have  the  power  to  diais- 

Lowe  moved  to  strike  out  3000  and  insert  SonO.  ish  it?    He  thought  the  vote-  should    be  recaa* 

The  question  was  taken  by  a^es  and   noes,  and  sidered  that  the  matter  may  be  left  to  the  k|ii- 

resulted  as  followjt :  Ayes53,  noes21 — Mr.  Lowe  lature. 

voting    in    the   affirmative.     At  a   subsequent  Mr.  GaasoN  said,  he  had  voted  ft>r  thef4.O60. 

period  of  the  consideration  of  that  report,  the  and  he  had  also  voted  for  |3, 6^0.  The  legislinin 

section  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  State  could  not  raise  or  diminish  the  salary  alter  tka 

being  under  consi<'eration.  Mr.  Lowe  moved  to  provision  shall  have  gone   into  operation.   Wc 

strick  out  1200  dollars  and  insert  1000— deter-  nave  provided  that  members  of  the    legiriatut 

mined  in  the  affirmative.    So  it  seemed  that  Mr.  shall  receive  four  dollars  a  day.     He  thoa|kt  ii 

Lowe,  who  doubtless  then  looked  forward  to  the  better  that  the  ^proviaioa  ahould  remain  u  ft  ii- 
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Mr.  DoRsiT  laked  for  the  ayet  and  noei  on 
the  notion  to  reeomider, 

And  tboy  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  that  he  would  rao^e 
iMreafter  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  this 
•aetioa  was  adopted,  for  the  purpoiie  of  taking 
theaeoieofa  full  Houte  as  to  tlie  reduction  of 
the  Governor's  lalary. 

Ttie  miestioo  wai  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
raeoMider. 

And  decided  as  follows: 

Jfffirm^the — Meian.  Lee,  Dortey,  Crisfield, 
Oaaiiiell,  Eccleston,  Dirickson,  McMaster, 
Fooks,  Gaither,  Sappington,  Nelson,  Carter, 
Hardoastk.  Schley,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer, 
Harbine,^avis,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower  and 
Goekey— 39. 

JVifaliM— -Messrs.  Blakistone,  PresU,  pro.  iem.f 
Dent,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Wells, 
.^•llman,  Breit  of  Charles,  Jenifer,  Howard, 
Buohanan,  Bell,  Welch,  Chandler.  Lloyd,  Dick- 
iDaop,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Williams.  Hicks, 
Hodson,  Fheips,  Chambers  of  Cecil,  Miller,  Mc- 
liBiM,  Bowie,  Tuck,  Grason,  Shriver,  Biser, 
JfcHeory,  Gwinn,  Stewart  of  Baltimore  city, 
Bnat  of  Baltimore  city,  Ktlgour  Brewer,  Wa- 
Uia,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer  and  Brown— 38. 

So  the   Convention  refused  to  reconsider  the 


Mr.  BaSNT,  of  Baltimore  city,  gave  notice  that 
ha  abould  on  to-morrow  move  to  reconsider  the 
fhirtaenth  section  of  the  report,  for  the  purpose 
of  correoling  an  omission. 

Be  ealled  the  attention  particularlv  of  the 
gaatleiban  from  Somerset,  (Mr.  Crisfield,)  on 
wha«e  motion  the  section  had  been  amended,  to 
,  ita  preaent  defective  condition,  in  consequence  of 
whieh,  the  Governor  would  be  without  the  pow 
•r  of  appointmg,  during  the  recess,  certain  offi- 
eero  whose  services  weie  indispensible  for  the 
public  eoovenience. 

There  were  numerous  applications  before  the 
Oovemor  for  appointment  out  of  the  State  of 
flaryUiid,  to  lake  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds; 
MMoe  of  these  were  from  California,  and  it  was 
iaportant  that  such  appointmems  should  be  made. 
But  aa  these  are  considered  by  the  Governor  who 
la  aatrict  conatructioniBt,  to  be  new  offices,  he 
feels  himself  debarred  by  the  terms  of  the  ezisU 
jnc  Constitution  from  making  the  appointments. 
T&  povemor  has  also  the  power  to  appoint  in 
hit  discretion,  twenty  auctioneers  in  Baltimore, 
and  these  are  bien  ial  appoint ments.  But  if 
tw«lfe  of  these  should  be  appointed,  and  the 
thirteenth  is  to  be  appointed  during  the  recess, 
with  his  construction  that  this  thirteenth  is  a 
DOW  appointment  the  Governor  will  be  restrain- 
ed  ihiin  mnking  it. 

The  public  interests,  therefore,  n'quire  some 
inodification  of  this  section.  He  would,  there- 
Ibre,  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  a  re- 
eooaideration  of  the  thirteenth  section  for  the  pur 
pose  of  moving  the  following  substitute.  As  the 
CiMAtitution  now  stands,  not  one  of  the  applica- 
tions before  the  Governor  can  be  complied  with, 
and  this  amendment  will  supply  the  conii 
•aiunis. 

The  substitute  was  read  as  follows: 


*(In  all  cases  where  the  Governor  has  the  pow- 
er by  the  Constituion  or  laws  t>  make  any  ap- 
pointment to  office,  or  in  case  any  vacancy  shall 
occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  any  of- 
fice to  which  the  Governor  has  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment, he  shall  have  power  in  the  recess  of 
the  Senate  to  make  such  appointment  or  fill  such 
varancy,  by  granting  a  coromiMion  which  shall 
expire  upon  the  appointment  ol'  the  sami  person 
or  any  other  person  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  the  same  office,  or  at 
the  expiration  of  one  calendar  month  ensuing 
the  commencement'of  the  next  regular  session  of 
the  legislature  which  ever  shall  first  occur.'* 

Mr.  CaisriBLD  made  some  remarks,  which  will 
be  published  hereafter. 

The  twenty-second  section  was  thea  read, 
when 

Mr.  DoRSBv  moTed  to  amend  the  section  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof,  the  words,  "before  htt 
appointment." 

Mr  DoRSBv  said,  the  salary  ought  to  be  fixed 
before  the  appointment;  otherwise,  party  feel- 
ings and  prejudices  may  influence  the  appoint- 
ment. He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  legisla- 
ture ought  to  fix  the  salary  before  they  make  the 
appointment. 

Mr.  Chambers.    It  would  be  better  to  do  it 
now. 
Mr.  DoasBT.    1  have  no  objection. 
Mr.  Chambbrs  then  moved  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  in  the  fifth  line,  the  words, 
'*such  annual  compensation  as  may  be  fixed  bj 
the  legislature,"  a*  d  inaerting  in    lieu  thereof, 
these  words,  *'oi  e  thousand  dollars  " 
Mr.  Jbhifbr  moved  twelve  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  Grason  said: 

The  salary  had  not  been  fixed  because  the  com- 
mittee could  not  tell  who  mi^ht  fill  the  office.  If 
he  was  a  single  man,  eight  hundred  or  a  thousand 
dollar*  miglit  be  sufficient.  If  he  was  a  lawyer 
with  a  family,  it  would  not  be  enough.  If  we  fix 
the  amount  in  the  Constitution,  it  cannot  be 
changed,  and  we  may  thus  debar  men  of  respect- 
tability  from  acceptinc  it. 

Mr.  DiRiCKioN  said,  after  this  question  was 
disposed  of,  he  intended  to  move  to  strike  out  the 
whole  section. 

Mr.  Parkb  asked  for  a  division  of  the  cjues- 
tion,  and  that  it  may  be  first  taken  on  striking 
out. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out. 
And  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
CnAMBBas. 
Mr.  McHE}fRv  moved  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  Dorset  asked  what  was  the  preaent  laiary 
as  fixed  by  law? 
Mr.  Bowie.    One  thousand  dollars. 
Mr.  Grason  said  the  clerk  of  the  couneil  who 
formerly  performed  the  duties  that  are  now  as- 
signed to  the  Secretary  of  State,  received  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  besides  the  perquisites  of 
bis  office,  which  increased  his  annual  compensa- 
tion to  about  two  thousand  dollars.    The  Secre- 
tary of  State  at  first  received  a  salary  of  two 
thotisand  doLLan)  ^\ikvc\x  n«^!^  ^vtt'«^\^T^>&KA^ 


ts  ou  IlKnUMkd  doIUn.  H*  tfaooght  that  leu 
tbu  BnMn  bundrrd  dollari  »ouU  not  b«  luS- 
eient  loinduM  ■  competent  ptnon,  with  ■  bmily, 
totcccpttheippaintnwnL  Other poblkoEccn, 
wbo  biTB  IMier  duliet  to  prrform,  ncaite  a 
higher  rite  of  compeDMtiOD.  Bj  flilttf  IheiaU- 
tj  «I  one  thouHnd  doilm,  ■  compeient  penon 
wflJ  be  preTtnted  from  flilingthe  office. 

Mr.  JtHirER  enlirelj  igrwd  wlih  thegenlk- 
mtn  fhim  Queeo  AoneH,  thil  it  will  b«  impcML- 
Ue  lo  fl  d  ■  conpeUni  mtn  bere  ill  the  jeir,    ucept  it 
vithosl  i^ririK  bim  en   tdeqiutt  wltrr.      "      ™- '*""'■ 
would,  berea[l«r,  bare  addiiioaal  duliMic 
form,  tod  be  ou^bt  to  bn  properlj  paid. 


nerwH  and  fanportUL     Be  wm  nt«Aad  Ihtt 

Ibe  testleBtn  from  Kent  *ai  diapoaad  ta  am  a 

proper  aalarj,  and  tbat  b«  would,  oo  a  litUe  ta- 

be  willing  to  allow  n 


would  wilbdraw  bia  motion  „  .„^,.  ._„„.  „„„. 
dted  and  would  role  for  fifteen  bundrad  dollwi. 

Mr.  CiiiMBtKi  bad  no  wiib  to  bo  illiberal.  H? 
Wai  not  a  Gotemor,  neter  wai  GoTcnior,  ami 
WM  Mvar  likelj  lo  be  GoTemor.  He  knew  n.. 
More  of  iJina  matlera  Iban  he  learned  from  thR 
lawi  prescribing  the  dutiei  of  the  SecreUrj,  bui 
ba  wai  nut  aware  of  anjr  tctj  importaDl  i 
apoDiible  duttei  whieli  deiolTod  upon  him. 

Mr.  JiHirta  interrupted.  Keeper  of  the  r»- 
aord*. 

Mr.CHiMaaat.  B;IbeConaiitutioouaiMnd- 
•d  In  1836,  Ibo  Seereurj  of  SUte  would  aueceed 
me  OoTcmor  ia  tbe  e.ent  of  a  T«e»ncj  dorinc 
the  recess  of  the  l^gisliiure,  bat  now  it  wili-KX 
be  10,  Bod  be  is  but  tbe  keeper  of  the  records 
Tbe  present  ularj  ji  one  tbousanJ  dollars,  antf 
DO  difficuJlf  had  Deen  found  io  oblaining  tbe  ser- 
irkesot  competent  person*.  The  duties  of  the 
offioedid  not  maleriall]' interfere  with  the  pursuit 
of  professional  or  otbar  duties.    Whj  then  thii 

He  was: 


inadTDcatefor  liberal  but  not  prof 
niariei  A  vast  deal  oad  been  heard  about 
*nn  sod  ntrmehmtnt,  but  he  found,  whei 
tical  occation  arose  here,  he  was  about 
Bm  mark  ss  those  wbo  claimed  to  be  per  txcit- 
kiut,  the  tUU  of  tbis  retrencbment  psrtj.  He 
dK  not  mean  those  who  preferred  such  claims 
bere,  but  out  of  doors  It  wis  quite  a  different 
■flairtoplij  this  fame  before  the  dear  people, 
quite  aootber  to  act  it  out  in  tbis  Conrention. 

A»  lo  the  dutiei  of  the  GoTemor,  whieb  he 
night  get  the  Secretary  to  perform  lor  bim,  he 
would  onlj  remark,  that  the  Oorernor's  salsry 
waideeigned  n  a  fair  compensation  for  all  his 
duties,  and  if  he  chow  to  rolieio  himself  of  anj 
portloo  of  them  by  putting  them  on  the  Secreia- 
ly,  it  would  be  a  proper  subject  of  arrsngemenl 
■nd  eantract  If  he  performs  s  part  of  the  Go»- 
•mor^  dutiea,  let  the  GoTemor  pa;  him  a  pari 
of  his  aalarj.    The  SUto  is  not  to  pay  twice  for 

Mr.  Jamran  put  an  intemwalory  lo  the  ren- 
ttomanfromKent,  (Mr.  Chamben.)  which  wiib 
the  reply,  couid  not  be  heard. 

Mr.  OauoH  raid  th«t  any  ooe  acquainted  with 
tta  facta,  knows  that  there  are  many  duties  which 
Ola  Gorernor  is  not  required  to  perform.  This 
officer  is  not  the  Governor's  secretary,  but  the 
8eeretBi7  of  tbe  State.  He.  (Mr  G,,)  could  not 
anderlafce  to  enumerate  all  the  duties  which  be 
hti  lo  perform,  but  he  knew  that  tbe;  wen  nu- 1 


the  office  of  Governor,  the  salan  of  Um  BecrXa- 
17  of  State  was  two  Iboaaaiid  dollws.  And  witb 
that  salary,  Mr.  Gomel iut  McLane,  ooaofibt 
most  oomtMlent  men  in  the  Staie,  wm  willi^  la 
if  the  compenaatioii  weie  Ssed  at 
thousand  dollars,  he  Mlie*ed  the  offic*  wooM 
be  generally  held  bp  inoompetaat  ponoae. 

Mr  CHiHaiasdeairrd  lo  sak  tko  (soUenu 
from  Queen  Anne's  a  aiogle  queatioa.  Was  it 
not  tormerly  the  praetioe  lo  charge  ■  be  oa  ere- 
ry  military  oomminioa  wbieh  issued  ffoa  tbe 
GoTernor  I  And  when  eceira  of  rvcorda  are  »■  ' 
qaired,  is  not  a  fee  demannd  for  Itte  eopiesf 

Mr.  QauoH  replied  tbat  when  ha  wis  in  of- 
flee,  no  charge  was  made  for  eopjiOK  F*P*"  * 


Mr.  DoaSET  Mid  the  SectMary  an^  ta  ba  Ika 
conGdental  friend  of  the  GotbttiM'.  TbegaaiJe- 
nan  from  Queen  Anne'a  bad  not  at«<ad  tbe  pre- 
sent emoluments  of  tba  offioe  Tbe  |,ibIIi asa 
from  Kant,  thinks  there  are  none  bat  those  an- 
ing  from  milJtai;  coramisBioM.  He  did  let 
know  bow  thil  was.  Uatbe  hnewtherawMsa 
difficulty  in  gettinga  Secretar;  of  State.  Bot^ 
we  are  to  look  for  a  distinguiabed  man  wbeweoH 
take  the  office  00  the  calculation  of  ■  eoaliaisBn 
by  which  be  mi(ht  becoise  Oovemor.  we  shall 
not  be  Tcry  likely  to  find  one.  He  knew  tbe  p» 
tteman  who  filled  the  office,  waa  fully  eovpaUet. 
He  is  a  surreyor  in  Frederiok  county,  of  bi^ 
reputation  forhisinteliigeDceaDdbuaiDeMlisbiM. 
"'ha  dutiei  of  tbeoffice  do  not  entirely  praTCBt  tia 
aecrelarylrompurminganyothe  KTucatiaB.  Els 
.sn  pracCioi  law,  and  he,  (Mr.  D  ,)  knew  Ibst 
this  had  bt  en  done.  We  bare  had  mj  good 
SecreUriea  1  or  a  tboiaand  dollan;  aod  ha  tboagk 
theduIie>o(  tbe  office  would  hereafter  be  In, 
unleutheGo  Tomor  inapproprialel)  Imr^wesoM 
of  his  own  do  lies  upon  the  Secretary-  He  will 
lodeed  be  a  n*  !re  clerk  to  Ihe  GoTcnMr.  Wa 
.'an  get  just  aa  good  an  officer  for  one  Ihooiaiid 
dollan,  as  we  can  for  fifteen  hundred  doUan; 
md  if  he  erer  becomee  GoTemor,  he  will  «■ 
reire  the  Ooren 'cr'i  salary.  The  Stale  is  sliJ 
t^lruggling  with  .(he  weight  of  her  publk:  debt, 
and  Ibere  is  no  nft  cassily  to  give  a  higher  salarr. 
If  e  thought  it  oi«h  tlobefixedat  atfaoBsanddol- 
Mr.  Lttuked  foi  the  ayes  and  noea  oa  Iba 
motion  of  Mr.  HcHit  'st,  and  they  were  etdsnl 
Tbe  question  was  tbt '"  put  on  the  laotioa  of 
Mr.  McHehrt,  lo  ion  rl  |I5»U,  and  U  wai  de 
cided  at  fullows: 

^.^rmallM— Metsra.  .Wella.  Randall,  KM, 
SolJers,  Jenifer,  Howara  ■  Buchanan,  H^. 
Hodsoo,  Oraaon,   McHeori  •  Mafraw,  ~         ' 
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«yqr«(toe— Mewrs.  B1aki8«one.  President,  pro 
fnn..  Dent,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Donaldson. 
Dorwy.  Bellman,  Weems, Brent  of  CharleSfLloTd, 
Diekinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Crtaueld,  Da- 
aliiell,  Williams,  Eecleston,  Phelps  Chambers  of 
Cteil,  Miller,  McLane.  Bowie,  Tuck.  Dirickson, 
Me  Master,  Kooks,  Galther,  Bi«er,  SappinRtpn, 
Nelson,  Carter,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  e^chley. 
Fiery,  John  Newcomer  Harbine.DaTis,  Brewer, 
Waters,  Weber,  Slicer,  Smith,  Clarke,  Shower, 
Coekey  and  Brown— 47. 

So  the  ConTcntion  refused  to  insert  "fifteen 
hundred  dollars." 

Theqaestion  being  then  on  Mr.  JEmrsa's  mo- 
tion to  insert  $1200. 

Mr.  Lbe  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the 
qneation,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  JcinrBa's 
motion,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Affirmaiice — Messrs.  Donaldson,  Wells,  Ran- 
dall, Kent,  Sellman,  Weems,  Sollers,  Breni  of 
Charles,  Jenifer,  Howard,  Buchanan,  Welch, 
Hicks,  Hodson,  Miller,  Bowie,  Tuck,  Grason, 
Biser,  McHenry,  Magraw,  Gwinn,  Brent  of 
Baltimore  eity,  Presstman,  Ware,  Kilgour  and 
Hollyday— 37. 

Jfegatwe — Messrs.  Blakistone,  President,  pro 
Iffli ,  Dent,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent.  Dor8e^,Bell, 
Lloyd.  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Cnsfield, 
Dasniell,  Williams,  Eccleston,  Phelps,  McLane, 
Dirickson,  McMaster,  Fooks,  Shriver,  Gaitlier, 
Sappingtoq,  Nelson,  Carter,  Schley,  Fie.y,  John 
Heweomer,  Harbine,  Daris,  Brewer,  Waters, 
Weber,  Slioer,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  Coekey 
and  Brown— 37. 

So  the  Conrention  refused  to  insert  *<twelTe 
hundred  dollars  " 

Mr.  JoBM  Nbwcombr  moTed  to  insert  '*eight 
hundred  dollars." 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Chambbrs  to  insert  **one  thousand  dollars," 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BowiB  moved  to  amend  the  section  so  as 
to  make  it  read  "a  Secretary,"  instead  of  '*a 
Secretary  of  State.*' 

He  stated  that  in  1836  when  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  created,  it  was  provided  that  in  case 
€>f  a  vacancy  in  the  Gubernatorial  chair  by  death 
or  otherwise  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  act  as 
Governor,  until  a  Governor  shall  be  appohited. 
He  i«  DOW  merelj  a  recording  Clerk,  and  as  we 
have  now  cut  him  down  to  that,  it  will  be  but 
proper  to  call  him  by  his  right  name. 

Mr.  CBAMBEai  suggested  that  it  was  necessary 
to  retain  the  name,  as  papers  going  abroad  must 
fai  some  cases,  have  the  attestation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  "tate.  Secretary  and  Clerk  are  ordinary 
terms,  but  the  Secretary  of  fi^tate  is  an  oflScer, 
whose  name  signifies  that  he  is  attached  to  the 
Government,  it  would  appear  that  the  motion 
is  intended  as  a  reflection  on  the  course  of  the 
Cknventlon  in  fixing  the  salary  too  low.  But  the 
GoDvention  thought  differently. 

Mr.  Jbmifbr.  if  he  is  not  Secretary,  he  will 
noUMiger  be  responsible  to  the  State,  but  only  to 
tiie  Governor. 


Mr.  Grason.  If  the  salary  is  insiifficient,  the 
title  should  be  left  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  BowiB.  Very  well.  I  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Dashibll  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  22d  section,  and  inseiting  the  following  as  a 
substitute  : 

**The  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  elected  by 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  whole  State,  at  the 
same  time  the  Governor  shall  he  elected,  and 
his  term  of  office  shall  be  the  same  as  for  Gover- 
nor, and  his  salary  shall  be  one  thousand  dollars 
per  annum." 

Mr.  Dashibll  said  the  Secretarv  of  State  was 
an  important  officer  of  the  State  of  Maryland. — 
We  have  voted  him  a  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
According  to  the  theory  of  the  reformers,  of 
whom  he  claimed  to  be  one,  every  public  officer 
should  be  elected  by  tlie  people,  from  the  Gover- 
nor downwards.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  in 
the  confiklence  of  the  Governor,  and  stands  in 
the  place  of  a  Lieutenant  Governor.  He  occu- 
pies an  important  position,  and  ought  to  be  elect- 
ed by  the  people.  He  would  ask  that  the  ques- 
tion on  his  motion  should  be  taken  by  ayes  and 


Mr.  Phblps  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  at  the  end,  -'exclusive  of  electioneer- 
ing expenses."  If  he  is  to  go  throu|;h  the  State 
to  electioneer  for  his  office,  he  will  want  to  be 
paid  his  expenses. 

He  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Jbnifbr  interposed  an  objection,  that  an 
individual  belonging  to  a  county  on  one  side  of 
the  State  could  scarcely  be  known  to  the  people 
of  the  counties  at  the  other  extremity. 

Mr.  Gbasom  said  it  might  so  happen  tliat  a 
Governor  would  be  elected  from  one  party  and 
a  Secretary  of  State  from  another.  Tne  Acre- 
tary  then  might  not  keep  the  secrets  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. They  might  require  separate  apartments, 
and  a  sergeant-atparms  to  keep  them  at  peace. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Dashibll. 

Mr.  Chambbrs  said,  he  had  hoped  some  one 
would  have  risen  promptly  to  rebuke  the  most 
exceptionable  sug^tion  thrown  out  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer.)  It  deserved 
rebuke.  He  for  one  could  not  allow  it  to  pass 
without  condemnation.  The  people  not  to  know 
all  about  every  body  and  every  thing !  The  peo- 
ple have  no  business  to  vote  because  they  know 
nothing  about  it!  How  strange.  Why  the  ap- 
proved doctrine  is,  that  every  man  in  every  part 
of  the  State  is  perfectly  well  informed  and  com- 
petent to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  any  candidate, 
whether  for  a  clerkship  or  any  thing  else.  Aye, 
knows  better  than  those  who  have  passed  a  life- 
time in  learning  the  duties  of  the  office  and  in  as- 
sociation with  those  who  are  aspirants  to  it  But 
it  is  said  the  people  ought  not  by  th»»ir  votes  to 
decide  a  matter  about  which  they  can  kn»w  no- 
thing. This  was  most  mon»trous  doctrine !  He 
went  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  eternal  and 
immortal  people,  their  inalienable,  indisputable 
rights — rights  which  could  not  be  taken  a:«v\^ 
I  modified  or  contxoled— ^v^Nia  ^\k\^^  ^d&«^  ^iSss^^ 


■nd  nohoAf  ebe  pMMtiad.  It  ii  ihsir  ipMUl, 
their  eicli'iMTe  pririlegB,  to  Tota  for  whom  Ihej 
pleate.  for  what  Ihey  ple*ie>  and  wheibar  thay 
know  *Dj  iking*bout  It  or  aut! 

It  iru  Uought  of  old  that  lohn-  vigiiM  aitnonwi 
was  rt'  ^unile  to  know  Iho  law,  but  it  is  now  al- 
canai  Acd,  that  eierj  man,  wbalarer  hare  b«en 
liii  '  japacitj  oi  hii  mun»  of  iaformation,  or  hit 
war  it  or  ailhsr.  i*  parf«ctlj  competent  to  dscide 
lb  4  relatire  of  ihow  wbo  aia  propoicd  to  fill 
Tioar  bigbat  judicial  atatioDi.  If  they  know  no- 
aiog  aouut  the  man  or  bit  dntira,  it  Li  their  tnei- 
«Mdl«  firiirUigc  alilt,  to  decide.  He  could  alio* 
no  encroachmeol  oo  tbis  eicluaiTe  right  of  the 


man  of  ai  much  puntTofcnaraetor  nd  ladw- 
try  aa  any  gentleman  of  tha  Coanuitioa,  k 
buiily  employeJ,  and  without  iDtennhaini.  He 
worlra  erer;  day  from  nine  o'ckick  in  tbe  mom- 
ii^  antiJ  nine  at  nisbt,  writing  lettsra  in  reply  b 
ipplieationi  to  tha  GoTmnr, 

Hr.  DiaicitoH.  Why  doea  not  lh«  GortiH* 
tniwer  them  himaelf  i 

Mr.  SuaiTEK  replied  Ibat  ha  had  not  tima^ 
Copies  are  kept  of  all  letlert  which  are  writtea- 
irthe  gentleman  from  W orcester  cboee  toc*ll  at 
the  office  ofthe  Secretary,  he  might  lee  fot  him- 
aetf  that  it  wa*  no  tinecur*.    I'hare  ii  a  nt*! 


J  of  duties  to   perform-     Aa  ha    baliaicd 
ject  had  been  sufficiently  diacnaaed,  aid 

l:_  J . .  -L. everj  geDtlemaii'i  mind  was  made  up  aa  to  tb 

vole,  he  would  aik  far  the  prefiout  queatwn. 


to  be  beaL  He  intended  to  run  neck  and 
neck  with  the  gentleman  from  Kent  to  the  end  of 
the  «M*ion,  an^  to  proire  bimaelf  a  better  repub- 

The  queition  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Ur.  DuHiiLL,  and  decided  u  followi : 

•Jj^rmaliK — Messrs.  Blakistone.  President,  fn 
Itm  ,  Dent,  Hopewell,  Lee,  Buchanan,  Bell,  Da- 
ahiell,  Hielu,  Ecelsslon,  Phelps,  Milter,  Uiriek- 
aon,  McMaster,  0«ither,  Sappiogton,  Nelson, 
Carier,  Ware,  Fiery,  John  Kewcomer,  Harbine, 
and  Smilh-S3. 

Jftraliti — Meian.  Chamber!  of  Kent.  Mitch- 
ell, DonalJaOD,  Dorsey,  WaIIb,  Randall,  Kent 
Bellman,  Weems,  Hollers,  Brent  of  Charles,  Jen- 
Ifcr,  Howard.  Welch,  Lloyd,  Dickinson,  Sher- 
wood of  T«lbot,  CrisfiBid,  Williagis,  Hodsoa, 
Chamben  ofCecil,  McL^ne,  Bowie,  Tuck,  Gra- 
•an.  Foolts,  Shriver,  Biser,  McHenry  Magraw, 
Uardcaatle,  tiwinn,  Stewart  of  Ballimore  city, 
Bwnl  of  ttallimore  city,  Presstman,  DsTis,  Kil- 

P>ur,  Brewer,  Waters,  Weber,  Hatlyday,  Slicer, 
aike,  9bow«r,  and  Biown— 45. 
So  the  Contention  rafuMd  to  acoept  the  sub- 
Mr.  DinicaaoH   made  aome   remarka,  which 
will  he  published  heiesfler. 

Mr.  Mitchell  had  but  f  tingle  word  to  say. 
Ha  bad  made  enquiry  on  this  tubjecl  this  diotd- 
jng,  andbe  bad  satisfied  himieif  that  ii  was  im- 
jukSible  for  tha  Governor  to  discharge  his  duties 
"Without  assistance,  and  he  ought  to  ha>B  a  con- 
fidential officer,  who  should  be  well  paid,  and 
appointed  by  himielf.  If  yuu  abolish  (his  office, 
«rid  as  you  hare  already  fifed  the  salary  of  ihe 
Goternor  at  thirty  six  nupdred  dollars,  and  be- 
ing obliged  to  spend  that  sum  or  mere,  in  entei^ 
Uioingbis  personal  and  political  friends,  he  will 
ba>o  rio  time  left  to  do  the  work  ofbi*  office. 

Mr.  SnaiTia  said  the  ConTantioD  had  had  a 
lecture  from  the  gentleman  from  Worcester  on 
the  subject  of  retrenchment,  hut  it  came  from 
thai  quarter  with  a  bad  grace.  The  gentleman 
from  Worcester  was  himself  prominent  in  fasten- 
ing upoQ  u)i  this  bntcli  of  officers  at  the  beginning 
ofths  session.  And  only  ^eiterday,  when  he 
was  appointed  on  a  Committee  to  enqiiireinto 
fbaproprietyofdiipeiising  with  some  of  tnesufer- 
Muma  elaikM,  he  talced  and  «u  aU»<t)«AW  Am^u« 


ccster,  Mr.  Diatcisoii. 

Mr.  DtatciioH  made  loma  ranark),  wbU 
will  be  published  hereafter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Giasoit,  the  twenly-aMMi 
section  wai  flirlher  amended  by  striking  oat  ths 
word  '  the,"  in  line  one,  and  insertiDg  in  Ssl 
thereof,  the  word  "a." 

The  iwenty-iecond  lectloo,  al  aBMsdadi  WM 
then  agreed  to. 


Mr.  SimifaToK  aiked  laan  of  Iho  CMtu*-. 

lion  to  make  a  report  from  tlM  special  ookwUm 

to  whnm  wa*refeit«d  the  rewlutiaoa  offaccd  hf 

him  yesterday. 
Mr.  CniHBEas  moved  Ibat  the  rule*  be  sot- 

pended  for  the  purpose  of  eDtbliDg  Ihe  CoBfae- 

lion  to  receive  the  report. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
And  the  rules  haring  hMn  snAiendad, 
"     SipriHOTOH  made  the  following  Rpert, 


which  1 

Tht 


expedient  to  discharge  some  of  the  ccMnmlUee 
clerks  and  doorkeepers,  ask  leave  in  report,  (hat 
in  their  opinion,  from  the  advanced  eoDditioli  ot 
Ihe  business  of  this  Crarention— moat  of  the  coa- 
miltees  haVing  made  their  reporta — it  b  do  lodftr 
necessary  or  expedient  to  retain  the  tenieai  ot 
the  whole  number  of  commiltca  clerfci.  For 
this  reason  they  ncommend  thai  the  namber  be 
reduced.  They  conceive  further,  that  tha  duly 
implied  devolvis  upon  them  to  deaignals  who  M 
•aid  committee  clerks  should  be  retatnod — Hr. 
John  W.  Rider  was  appointed  by  t  •eparata  or 
der  of  this  Convention  clerk  to  the  PrCMdaDt  and 
also  lo  the  committee  on  AccouDta.  Hit  sen)- 
ces  will  be  required  during  the  entire  ae^an  ef 
(he  Convention.  Ol  the  oihei  commitiaa  clarki, 
(hey  recommend  thai  Messrs.  Geo.  S.  KiK, 
Samuel  Peacock  and  Joseph  Morriu,  bo  nlaineS. 
They  do  not  think  that  any  of  the  dooikMptn 
should  be  diMdiaigad,  as  their  MTticea  ar«  sUU 

^   \iL  «i»9tnA.iaiM  ^Itb  the  iboya  Tiawt,  tfaey  n- 


MMniBtiid  tlM  adopUon  of  Qit  follDwlnE  ratotu- 

Btnhti  That  it  being  no  lonjnr  nccnwrv  to 
Main  Id  Uik  CoD*eaiion  Oie  wrtlcei  of  Ihs  vboli 
■BBibcr  of  commlitM  clerki  bentofora  ■[tint- 
ed, Um  bllowiDConljbetrMliireherelijreUinEil, 
tkat  k  lo  uj,  J^o  W.  Ridei,  Geo.  8.  King  ; 
Sunuel  Peaaoek  and  JoMph  Morriti. 

J.  SirrmaTOH,  CioiniMt. 

Mr.  CitiiriiLD.  from  Ihe  mlnoritj  of  iiid  oom- 
ntitaa,  MilimiLled  tbe  following 


cm  belt  ba  diteharged-  The  raiolution  daei 
not  rcquira  lbs  axpreaaioD  of  anj  opinion  on  tint 
■iibjeet.  J.  W.  CaiiriBLp. 

Which  wa«  wad.  ' 

The  quutioa  being  on  tha  adoptioo  of  thei^ 

Mr.  Tdck  moTcd  to  la;  Ihe  retolutioD  on  tike 
uUb. 

Mr.  Cniwasai  luggeiled.  whether  it  would 
not  be  the  better  coune  lo  hive  a  daj  fixed  for 
Ide  ditcharge  to  taiie  place,  in  order  that  thoaa 
I  vho  will  be  diacharged,  maj  make  ibeir  arrai^e- 
I  mentt  for  leaTing. 

I  Mr.  BaiHT  «aid,  ha  would  now  08^  a  aubiti- 
.  tute  for  the  reiolutiOD,  and  would  aak  that  it 
•iliauld  be  laid  on  the  table  with  ihe  reporla  and 
\  reaolulion,  and  that  ihe}  maj  all  be  taken  up  to- 
morrow. He  did  not  think  that  anj  of  Ihaae 
clerki  should  be  diicharged. 
i     The  lubititute  wai  read  a*  followK 

"Orderti,  Thai  on  and  aftrr  Monday  Deit^ao 

:  clerk,  doorkeeper,  or  other  officer  be  entitM  In 

"ipen*alion  when  absent,  unleti  upon  tesTCt^ 


Tbe  andenigned,  a  member  of  the  commiltM 
tn  wbom  wu  referred  the  enquiry,  "  whether  u^ 
BOtilwfild  beaapedienttodiMhargeMmeof  till 
.  doorkeeper*  and  oommltlpe  olerka,"  begs  leavt 
to  report,  Ibat  be  finds  there  are  three  doork'rp 
wa  itwb  (or  ihe  HaU  of  the  Convention  and  urn 
fctibe  Senate  Cbanber.  which  is  dailT  used  foi 
Ibe  aeiMimmodation  of  the  members  of  the  Cuii 

tbaltwodoorkeepenareneceMBrjfor  the  Hall ^ ^ ,  

and  that,  si  long  as  the  S.nate  Chamber  is  used  ;  absmce.  granted  bj  thb  ConTenIt 
•1  it  has  been  during  Ihe  whole  of  the  sewioi.,  a       Mr.  Tnci,  again  moTed  lo  Is;  the  npert*. 
doorkeeper  for  that apartmentii  absolutelj  n«:«- ;  ,uol<ition  snd  substitute  on  the  table, 
•an  for  the  proiectioo  of  ibe  public  propcnj,       The  question  being  pat,  tbe  motton  waideeid- 
•nd  for  lh«  serommodatioD  of  the  cotnmitlu'  s   od  in  the  negslive. 

bim)  nembrn  of  the  Convention     The  under-       Mr.  Hicis  mond  to  poalponessidreporttHd 
'  algDed,  Iherefiire,  thinks  it   would  not  be  eipe- 1  gubnUluie  unUI  the  first  Mondaj  of  May  ne«t 
diant  to  ditcharge  anj  of  tbe  doorkeepen.  Detei  mined  in  the  negative. 

The  und'rsigaed  finds  that  there  are  in    the  I      Mr.  Baowa  moved  to  posipooe  said  report* 
employment  ot  Ihe  Convention   a   Post  Masier  |  ind  substitute  until  10  Tnoirow. 
and  seven  eommitiee  elerki,  one  of  whom  pcr-i      Dctennineil  in  the  negative. 
fbrwn  the  duties  of  elerk  to  tbe  President  as  nell .      Mr.  CHtHaaa*,  of  Kent,  moved  to  amend  the 
•a  Iboae  of  elerk  of  the  committee  on  aceounis.   report  of  the  majorily  committee,  by  addmg  at 
and  kerpa  all  the  accounts  of  the  Convemion,  ,  Ihe  end  of  the  resolulioo,  the  following; 
Hi*  services  are  iodiapeusibla  in  tbe  opinion  or       "And  that  the  persons  whoeeiervicet  are  dls- 
Ibe  undenignad.  '  peiwed  with,  be  allowed  their  per  diem  to  Mon- 

Tbe  labor  lo  be  performed  by  the  commiiief  day  next,  ttie  ITlh  insl.'' 
elerki  of  Ibe  Conveution,  taai  not  been  great  ur  Mr.  Hicaa  moved  aa  a  lufaalitute  (br  (aid  ra- 
arduoua  al  any  time,  and  it  might  well  be  doubi-  porta  and  lubitituie,  the  followiui: 
ed  whether  the  number  origniSly  emptoved  was  Ordmd.  That  the  report,  ot  the  eommiltee  ap- 
DOt  graaterlhan  wss  neqeiiiry ;  but,  however  „o\D\ti  to  enquire  Into  ihe  propriety  ef  dis- 
that  may  have  been,  .la  wrtaioly  true,  the  I,,  chsrgini  some  of  the  clerks  and  doorkeepen.be 
bar  for  which  committee  clerks  are  necessir*-.  1-   recommiiied  to  the  said  con     ■-       -    ■'        - 

now  over,  or  nearly    parformtd.    The  un'.^.i-   Uoni  to  aaid  committee  lo   

algficd  It  of  opinion    ihat    Uierc    n  not  iv„.,v,    each  eommitiee  clerk  and  each  doorke 
)t  IJtely  Ihete  will  be  dunng  the  t..,-   ,  „ptrzl»  piece  of  paper,  and  placed 

'"   boT,  and  thut  the  fiiat  three  names  drawn 


ee,  with  inilruc- 


due  of  the  session,  labor  ti 

fj^',?*"  ."^u  PT"'  ?'"^^'  "'.  «"?"■!'"«  I  the  clerks  or  doorkeepers  lo  be  di.ch«iv«J. 

oleri»._    He  is  therefore  of  oninwn  that  the  pub- 1     The  P.auoaNT  lulSd  the  substitute  to  be  out 

UabusmeaswMUnol  be  infured  by  d.»pen>.mg   „f(,rder. 

with  tbe  •■rvMM  of  three  of  the  present  clcrb.        Mr.  P«Mr«*K  moved  the  previoua  quetttoo,. 

The  undersigned,  however,  WL.hes  it  to  be  d.s.|,„j  being  seconded. 

Unetly  UDdentood,  that  m  announcin?  this  opm- 1     ^h,         ,;„„  „„  _;,,  „„  ^^^^  .doptio,  of  the 

ion.hodoeanolmtondtod™«iatethe<:bsrac-lg„,„i^„t  aa    offe«d  by   Mr.  cHauaai,  of 

Uta  and  aartieM  of  these  officen ;  as  far  as  he  I  k^q^  ^^  ' 

5ir'?l.'"l'"J"KrT"''.!-"''°I'^' '''■''"'     De'termined  in  the  affirmative. 


vioe  which  has  been  required  < 
Aanigned  thinks  a  portion  of  them  may  be  .,..- 
paoaed  with,  not  becaim  Ihey  are  incoiopMeii 
or  nofailbful,  but  because  their  tervicea  aia  un 


Will  the  Convention  accept  the  suballtule  aa< 
oflered  by  Mr.  Bbxht,  of  Baltimore  city?" 

Mr.  SiPFiHaTOH  moved  the  question  be  taken' 
hy  yeas  sod  nays,  and  being  ordered,  appeared  a* - 

,4ffinuUirt—  Keua.    BlalOitfleiH  ^i^«i*MMSr 


4d6 


•r«  ffm.,  Dent,H<M>ewe]],  Mitobe11,Welk,Wecmt, 
Sollere,  Jeoifer,  Dtthiell,Williaiiii.  Hicks,  Hod- 
•6n,  >k^cle8ton.  Phelps,  McLane,  Bowie,  Toclc. 
McMaster,  Magraw,  Carter,  Gwino,  Stewart  of 
Baltimore  city.  Brent  of  Baltimore  city,  Prasst- 
man«  Ware,  Kilgour  and  Waters — S7. 

J^effotive — Mesurs.  Lee,  Chamber  of  Kent. 
Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Randall,  Sellman,  Brent  of 
Charles,  Howard,  Buchanan,  Bell,Welch,Lloyd, 
Diclcinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,  Crisfield,  Mil- 
ler, Grason,  Dirickson,  Fooks,  Sbrifer,  Biser, 
Sappinffton,  McHenry,  Nelson,Hardcaitle,Fiery, 
John  Newcomer,  Harbine,  Brewer,  Weber, 
Hollyday,  61icer,  Smith,  Parke,  Shower,  and 
Brown--36. 

So  the  Conrention  refiued  to  accept  the  sub- 
stitute. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CHAMBtRS,  of  Kent,  moved  the  question 
be  taken  br  yeas  and  nays,  and  being  ordered  ap- 
peared as  follows: 

JIffirmotwe — Messrs.  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
Donaldson,  Donkey,  Randall,  Sellman,  Brent  of 
Charles,  Howard.  Buchanan  Bell, Welch, Lloyd, 
Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot,Cri8field,  Miller, 
Grason,  Fooks,  ShriTer,  Biser,  Sappington,  Mo^ 
Henrr,  Nelson,  Carter,  Fiery,  John  Newcomer, 
Harbine,  Brewer,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer, 
Smith,  Parke,  Shower  and  Brown— 35. 

JSfkfoHve — Messrs.  Blakistone,  President,  pro 
t(in.,Dent,  Hopewell,  Mitchell,  Wells,  Weems, 
Sojlers,  Jenifer,  Dashiell,  Williams,  Hicks, Hod- 
son,  Eccleston,  Phelps,  McLane,  Bowie,  Tuck, 
Dirickson,  McMaster,  Msgraw,Gwinn,  Stewart 
of  Baltimore  ci'y, Brent  of  Baltimore  oity,Pre8St- 
man,  Ware,  Kilgour  Waters — ^37 

So  the  report  of  the  majority  committee  was 
adopted. 

The  ConTcnilon  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  10  o^clock. 


FRIDAY,  March  U,  1851. 

The  Confention  met  at  ten  olcock. 

Prayer  by  Uie  Rev.  Mr.  GaAUFr. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

coaatcTiON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBtRi, 

A  correction  was  made  in  page  442,  in  the 
amendment  offered  by  him,  to  the  resolution  of 
the  special  committee,  to  allow  such  clerks  as 
may  oe  dispensed  with,  their  per  diem  to  Mon- 
day next,  by  adding  the  word  ^'inclusive.*' 

He  explained  his  object  to  be,  to  remove  any 
•doubt  at  to  the  time  when  the  per  diem  should 
cease. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  correction  was 
Ajcfe,  and 
Tde  jouraai  was  then  approved. 


mW  COUMTT. 

Mr.  Sbeivir  presented  a  pethion  of  eighty 
voters  of  Middletown,  Hawver'S,  and  Catortn 
districts  in  Frederick  county,  remoostiatiog 
against  the  creation  of  a  new  county  from  parti 
ot  Frederick  and  Washington  counties. 

Which  was  read,  and 

Referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  Ntir 
Counties. 

IMTOZICATIMG  UQDOIS. 

Mr.  John  Newcomer,  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Washington  county,  prayng 
that  provision  may  be  made  in  tha  new  Consiitii- 
tion,  that  the  privilege  to  sell  intoiicating  liquors 
shall  not  be  granted  to  any  person  in  anv  ptit  of 
the  State,  except  the  same  shall  first  be  sao^ 
tioned  or  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  ia 
the  election  district  where  the  same  b  to  be 
sold. 
Which  was  read,  and  « 

Referred  to  the  select  committee  appointed  eo 
that  subject. 

BASIS  or  EBPEBSBirrAflOV. 

t 

Mr  Smitb  said: 

He  rose  to  submit  an  order,  accompanyiPff 
which,  was  a  tabular  statement  which  hedeairsl 
to  have  printed.  This  statement  contained  vari> 
ous  views  which  he,  in  conjunction  with  other 
gentlemen,  had  been  preparmg  on  the  subject  df 
the  basis  of  representatinn. 

He  hoped  this  document  would  be  printed  and 
put  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  that  it  might  be  examined.  He 
thought  it  important  that  the  Convention  should 
see  at  a  glance,  all  the  various  projects  on  the 
subject. 

He  then  offered  the  following  order. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  Printing,  be 
directed  to  have  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Con- 
vention, in  one  tabular  form,  the  various  pltni 
for  a  basis  of  representation  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates. 

EEDUCTION  OP   CLBESS. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  enquired  wheth- 
er it  was  now  in  order  to  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  order  discharging  a  por- 
tion of  the  committee  clerks  was  yesterday 
adopted? 

The  President,  pro  fern.,  replied  that  sueh  a 
motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Brent,  then  submitted  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  McHenet  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

Mr.  Phrlps  hoped  his  friend  from  Harford 
would  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  taUe. 
Yesterday  the  previous  question  was  sprui^,  aod 
no  opportunity  wan  afforded  to  say  a  word.    He 

eve  notice  that  if  the  motion  to  reroosider  was 
id  on  the  table,  he  would  renew  it  to-morrow. 
tftt.BaxKT^  of  Baltimore  city,  asked  for  lbs 


•jM  ud  MM  OB  llH  BoliM  to  ]«f  lh«  noUoD  W  Ml.  Ju»Bm  bid  lirtasad  to  Iho  patloaOB 

neoMidor  so  Iho  loUo,  ud  trom  Princo  Oootfo^  but  ho  eoold  oot  tgnm 

"nay  WON  oidoMd.  wltli  tbotfMtlofluo,  Ihot  oil  olortwbod  booo  ol- 

Tbo  qoootion  woo  Ihoo  tokoo,  woji  ottMtite  to  tlwir  dutioo.    Uo  bod  lotod 

■""■""        "  ""  ......            ....  ^  T,  and  bo  bod  oln 


Miorj,  l».l«>.,  SoMoj,  ri.r,.  M.lll  John  K.w   ""  >«""iiko4  bow.T.r,  to  li..r  Ui.  soma 
Porbo.  Sbo»or,  C^^i  ood  Bmwo_a7.  ''"f'Tu      f'M,  H  "'J,"""  •«"'••" 


^Jtiwiiiw. — HoHTo.  Loo,  Chomb«n,or  Kont,  '  ■  -  ^i"  .  j  'v  "  u  j'j  ..u-  1  ■•  ■  u. 
dS^.  Dono,,  R..diii,  SoltaooTlooboo:  ft.  UH.  lo-l.j.  brao,.  h.  d.d  ool  l»..k  ,1  njbt 
01.,  Wolob   MoL.™.  Foob.,  Sbri.or,  Biior,  Mo.   to  dl..  b.if.  ofc.n  without  Motoool.co.    Ho 

Ihe  clerki  had 
utufaelion — 

...         .,  „,  , .  „     .,  lui  "V,  I.....  -.,/  "...  ......I.  frequent  compltinU, 

•^^"■TT"""!*.  S'^,"'*JJ°'  f^"""*™'.?^  yelhth.d  noi.e  to  make  himKlf,  sllhough  te 
tem.,T)«nl,Hop.-well.Wdli,  Dal^mplB  Jenifer,  I  {.jdio-erfurin  much  of  Ihe  duties  of  the  com- 
Bldgely,  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  ralbot,  Crii-  „!„„  ;,r  which  he  »u  chaimiin,  oorh.dheM- 
flelf,  Diihiell.  Williami,  Hiek.,  Hodmii  Ec-  ^j„^,njdi„,tl,riciionaj  regard*  that  con^ 
cleaton  Fhelp..  Bowie.  Tuck.  Sprigg  Bow.^i,^,  j,„^_  He  thought  the  proper  courw 
lil«,  Oraioii,  Wrijht,  D.rick.on,  McMuler  |  ^^^y  i^  [^  ^^.^f  q,,  ^^^^^  ^^^  ih,i  |„„,f. 
GwiQD,  Brent,  of  BalUmore  city,  Sherwood  of  ,er  .(.at  ihej  ahoild  not  leave  without  permis- 
Baliimora  citj,  Preutman,  Ware,  Darn  and  ,^q^ 
Wklen— 31.  Mr.  Browm  slated  Ihit  he  had  Toled  for  the 

So  the  CoDTcntian  refused  to  lajr  the  motion  resolution  yesterday,  and  be  should  Tote  for  it 
to  reconsider  on  Ibe  table.  again  to-dsy;  for  these  reason;,  first,  that  there  is 

Ttie  question  then  recurring  on  Ihe  motion  to  oothmg  for  these  cleiks  lo  do.  When  the  Coo- 
racoiuider,  j  giiiution  comeii  to  be  engrossed,  it  ought  to  be 

Mr.  TccK  laid  he  had  yeiterdaji  tnoied  to  laj  done  in  the  very  belt  slrie,  because  it  .will  bare 
tbia  subject  on  the  table.  He  thought  there  was  !  to  be  depoaited  among  the  public  arcbierei;  and 
an  impropriety  in  discharging  officers  wUhaut  he  halieved  there  could  not^  found  in  Anna po- 
nolice.  He  would  not  gn  so  far  as  to  call  it  in- 1  Jig,  a  dozen  pervon  who  were  capable  of  doing  it 
jiutiee;  but  he  thought  that  when,  nut  of  the  six  gg  jt  ahould  be  done.  It  will  most  probably  be 
^Dtlemen  who  hate  been  emploved  bj  us.  a  por-  the  case,  that  we  shall  haie  tn  get  a  person  Ip*- 
tjon  is  about  to  be  dispensed  with,  the  whole  of  cially  f^r  the  woili  and  pay  the  extra  charge  01 


ought lo    have 
He  couU  not 


0  know  whet !  tee  cletti ;  and  the  qjestion  is,  shall  we  pay 
Dau  pi^  sea  in  the  committee  on  this  lubjeet;  but  |  away  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  for  services 
he  pr«iumeil  that  it  wu  because  thej  Dappened  1  ^htch  are  of  no  use  to  us.  He  had  tboiigbt.  when 
justnow  to  be  abeent  from  the  ciiy,  that  the  {these  clerks  were  appointed,  that  llie  Contention 
three  whose  names  bad  been  reputed  as  those  to  wouM  terminate  its  sitting  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
be  dUeharged,  had  been  selected.  If  the  other  ruary,  and  all  these  officers  be  knew  must  have 
three  clerks  had  hsppened  to  be  absent,  they  expected  to  terminate  theii  labors  long  before 
pcrhapi  would  have  been  the  three  selected  for  this  time.  There  was  no  reflection  intended  on 
lemovtl,  I  any  ofthese  clerks.    If  they  had  been  the  best 

Safer  as  be  knew,  these  elerks  had  been  gen- 1  clerks  in  the  world,  weeouldhaiehadno  furtlier 
crally  ban,  and  ready  lo  do  whatever  gentlemen  I  use  for  them.  He  would  loto  for  the  resolution. 
asked  of  them.  Tbey  have  only  been  absent  |  He  would  even  go  further,  and  dispense  with  the 
when  leave  has  been  giten  them  bj  the  Presi-  services  of  some  of  those  who  were  retained. 
dent.  He  did  not  see  how  the  selection  of  three  |  Mr.  Brint  reminded  gentlemen  that  the  ex- 
nut  of  the  six  clerks  lo  be  disebarred,  could  be  '  pense  of  discussing  this  matter,  would  eat  up 
made,  without  leaving  eomething  like  an  impu-  '  more  than  the  amount  which  would  be  saved  by 
tali  on  on  them.  Eiery  one  would  naturally  .  dismissing  these  clerka.  Strict  eeonomiils  should 
come  to  the  conolusion  (hat  we  have  retained  the  not  prolong  this  discussion.  Why  did  not  the 
three  clerks  who  are  the  most  competent  And,  <  ^nileman  from  Carroll,  talw  the  same  stand  when 
at  tba  fact  had  doubtlea  been  published  this  the  previous  order  was  under  consideraiion,  An. 
morning  in  the  Baltimore  Sun,  the  injurious  im-  other  remark;  In  ihe  month  of  November,  an 
preasion  will  spread  over  the  Slate,  and  the  ae-  |  oidar  which  was  introdui^ed  authorizing  the  ap- 
tion  of  this  Convention  will  be  eveiy  where  un-  pointment  of  clerks,  was  voted  down.  Then  on 
dentood  to  be  a  reflection  on  the  gentlemen  who  !  the  14lb  of  the  same  monih.  an  order  was  passed 
are  discharged ,  He  thought  it  would  hare  been  '  appointing  the  present  six  cleiks  bj  name.  How 
the  most  proper  mode  to  let  iheee  six  gentlemen  then  can  gentlemen  who  voted  on  that  platronn, 
have  arranied  between  themseivea,  by  lot,  or  in  |  now  turn  about  and  vote  for  a  paiiial  lemoval  of 
anji  other  way,  which  of  tbem  should  go  out,  and  some  of  these  clerks?  '  He  agreed  with  ihe  gen- 
,   which  should  remain.  lie  man  from  Cbarles,  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  that  some 

If  any  charge  were  substantiated  against  the  of  these  clerks  had  absented  thenuelvis  from 
three  selected,  be  would  go  for  their  instant  re- 1  their  duties.  As  the  House  had  refused  lo  Ihe 
moval.  We  employed  them  for  the  whole  sea- 1  committees  leave  to  report  their  reasons  on  any 
akio,  and  it  has  been  our  fault,  not  theirs,  thai  1  subject  referred  to  them,  lliese  clerks  may  have 
the;  hawnot  had  much  to  do.  We  have  di»e  supposed  that  there  was  no  occaaion  for  Ibe'ic  n^ 
Twy  liule  ourselves.  I  guiar  atlendoiteft  te».  *«X  *>«^  o»4*.  ^  ^* 
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an  required  to  attend.  He  belieTed  they  were 
all  deBenrmg  men,  and  he  had  no  doubt  would  do 
whatever  duties  were  required  of  them  or  as. 
signed  to  them. 

Mr.  Brown  explained  that  on  looking  back  to 
the  platform,  he  found  that  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  foted  for  these  clerks,  and  he,  (Mr. 
Brown,)  against  them.  The  gentleman  from  Bal- 
timore says,  we  are  wasting  time.  He  agreed 
with  him  that  we  are  wasting  time,  but  he 
thought  these  unnecessary  deiiw  ought  to  be 
outfuT. 

Mr  Buchanan  rooTcd  the  previous  question, 
aod  the  motion  beine  seconded, 

Mr.  BocHANAN  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  they  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows : 

JSIffirmaUve, — Messrs.  Blakistone,  President  pro 
tem»f  Dent,  Hopewell,  Wells,  Dalrymple,  Jeni- 
fer, Dickinson,  Dashiell,  Williams,  Hicks,  Hod- 
son,  Eccleston,  Phelps,  Bowie,  Tuck,  SpriKg, 
Bowling,  Dirickson,  McMa^ter,  Gwinn,  Brent 
of  Baltimore  city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city, 
Presstmatf,  Ware,  Daris,  Kilgour  aod  Waters — 
33* 

^/igoiivt. — Messrs.  Lee,  Chambers,  of  Kent, 
Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Sellman,  Buchanan,  Welch, 
Bidgely,  Sherwood,  of  Talbot,  Grason,  Wright, 
Fooks,  Shrifer,  Biser,  Mc Henry,  Nelson,  Car- 
ter, Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  liar- 
bine.  Brewer,  Weber,  Slicer,  Smith,  Farke, 
Shower,  Cockey  and  Brown — 30. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BiSER  present  a  petition  signed  by  392  cit- 
izens of  Frederick  county,  praying  for  a  new 
county  to  include  all  ihe  districts  of  Middle 
town  Valley,  in  Frederick  county,  and  such  parts 
of  Washington  county,  as  lie  contiguous  to  said 
districts,  and  their  counter  petition  for  a  new 
county  to  be  composed  of  Jefferson,  Petorsville, 
Middletown  and  Cacoctin  districts  of  Frederick 
county,  and  Pleasant  Valley,  part  of  Boonsboro' 
and  Sharpsburg  in  Washington  county. 

Which  was  read,  and 

Keferred  to  the  select  committee  on  new  coun- 
ties. 

ORDER   OF    THB   DAT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grason  the  Convention 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  order  of  the 
day,  being  the  Report  on  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment. 

The  23d  section  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Grason  moved  to  amend  said  section  by 
striking  out  in  the  2nd  and  3rd  lines  of  said  sec- 
tions, these  words  **and  shall  lay  the  same  be- 
fore either  bi  a  nch  of  the  Legislature  whenever 
required." 

Mr.  O.  confessed  that  in  inserting  the  words 
which  he  now  moved  to  strike  out,  he  committed 
the  error  of  borrowing  from  some  of  the  modern 
Constitutions.  He  had  gcn3rally  bpen  very  cau- 
tious how  he  borrow  from  any  of  them,  but  he 
unfortunately  did  so  on  this  occasion.  He  had 
tww  iubmitted  the  motion  to  striUe  oulthe'wor^ 


because  the  Secretary  of  Stats  was  not  the  pro- 
per officer  to  answer  the  demands  of  the  Li^ 
lature. 

On  reflection,  he  was  opposed  to  making  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  medium  of  commuoic^ 
tion  between  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature. 

Some  conversation  here  took  place  between 
Messrs.  Cbambirs  and  Grason  on  the  subject 
of  the  duties  which  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
required  to  perform  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  and 
those,  the  performance  of  which  cusiom  has  im- 
posed  on  him. 

Mr.  Bowm  asked  if  there  was  any  provision 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  allow  the 
records  to  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  persoos. 

Mr.  Grason  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bowie  thought  it  necessary  that  the  le- 
oords  of  the  Executive  department  should  be 
open  to  general  inspection.  But  his  friend  froa 
Queen  Anne's  seemed  to  thmk  that  copies  of  tbe 
records  ought  to  be  furnished  without  cost.  He 
[Mr.  B.l  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  lurnish  the  General  Assembly  with  copies 
whenever  they  might  be  called  for,  but  in  ruer* 
ence  to  private  applications,  a  compliance  coold 
only  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  courtesy.  He 
did  not  know  that  it  was  tbe  duty  of  the  keeper 
of  the  records  to  supply  the  Legislature  witk 
copies  of  the  records,  unless  there  was  an  ofiicisl 
call  for  them.  He  would  suggest  the  propriety 
of  amending  the  section  by  mserting  the  words 
**and  shall  be  laid  berore  each  branch  of  tbe 
Legislature  when  reouired.  **  He  was  against 
striking  out  that  part  of  the  section,  and  hoped 
the  Convention  would  not  agree  to  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne^s. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Grason,  but  a  quorum  did  not  vote. 

Mr.  Grason  objected  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Prince  George's,  because  its 
meaning  was  doubtful  and  obscure.  Tbe  gentle- 
man from  Prince  George's  seemed  to  suppose 
that  unless  the  Governors  were  required  by  the 
Constitution  to  submit  the  executive  records  to 
the  inspection  of  the  Legislature,  he  might  re- 
fuse to  communicate  information  respecting  hn 
official  acts  and  proceedings.  It  was  true  that 
the  President  sometimes  declined  complying  with 
the  calls  of  Congress,  on  the  ground  that  a  com- 
munication of  the  intelligence  required,  was  in- 
consistent with  the  public  interest.  But  tbe 
executive  proceedings  of  Maryland  were  always 
open  to  the  inspection  to  either  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  to  every  member  who  desired 
information.  But  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  if  properly  modified. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  Bowie,  Cham- 
bers and  Grason,  in  explanation, 

Mr.  Dorset  suggested  an  amendment  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  *'and'*  in  line  2,  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  **the  Governor." 

Mr.  Grason  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  McLane,  and  it  was  agreed  to- 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  section  as  amended,  and, 

UvreA  adopted. 
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The  Convention  had  now  gone  through  with 
this  bill. 


^  Mr.  GsAsoK  said  it  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion ofthe  Convention,  that  on  Wednesday  last, 
the  second  section  of  the  report  had  been  post- 

Smed,  because  there  was  not  a  full  Convention 
e  was  ready  te  go  on  with  it  at  this  time.  It 
was,  however,  a  matter  for  the  Convention  to 
determine  whether  they  would  proceed  with 
the  consideration  of  the  section  at  this  time,  or 
would  further  postpone  it  until  there  was  a 
more  full  attendance. 

Mr.  Dorset  suggested  that  time  spent  in  pass- 
ing upon  important  questions  whilst  there  was 
■o  8}nrse  an  attendance,  would  be  lost,  inas- 
much as  a  reconsideration  of  the  question  was 
■ure  to  be  moved,  when  there  vras  a  more  full 
attendance. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  said  he  took  it 
for  granted  that  no  important  question  could  be 
passed  upon  here  without  an  effort  to  reconsider 
when  there  should  be  a  more  full  attendance. 
He  suggested  that  the  Convention  should  take 
up  the  motion  he  bad  yesterday  made  to  re- 
consider the  vote  of  the  Convention  on  the  1  dth 
■ectioR.  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer 
a  tobstitute. 

The  Convention  thereupon  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  said  13th  section. 

Mr.  Crtsfibld  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  the  city  of  Balti- 
naore,  [Mr.  Brent,]  to  reconsider  the  13th  sec- 
tion. The  object  of  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
is  to  allow  the  mover  to  offer  a  substitute  for 
the  13th  section,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
journal  of  yesterday  That  substitute,  if  adop- 
ted, would  authorise  the  Governor,  in  all  cases. 
,  where  be  has  power  to  make  any  appointment  to 
office,  to  make  such  appointment  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  no  matter  when  such  office 
may  have  been  created,  or  when  the  vacancy 
proposed  to  be  filled,  may  have  occurred.  The 
question  then  is,  one  of  preference  between  the 
13th  section  as  it  stands,  and  the  substitute  pro- 
posed 10  be  offered. 

As  it  now  stood,  the  13th  section  provided  for 
cases  of  vacancy  occurring  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate;  temporary  appointments  might  be 
made  by  the  Governor,  to  fill  such  vacancies  to 
terminate  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  aft  er 
the  commencement  of  the  succeeding  session,  or 
on  the  appointment  of  the  same,  or  some  other 
person,  to  the  same  office,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  Senate.  The  section  also  provided  for 
another  class  of  cases — new  offices  created  less 
than  thirty  days  before  the  termination  of  the 
session,  which  might  he  filled  in  the  recess,  in 
the  same  manner  as  vacancies  occurring  in  the 
recess.  The  object  of  this  latter  provision,  was 
to  afford  the  Governor  time  for  reflection  and 
examination,  before  he  should  be  obliged  to  make 
his  appointments.  If  a  law  should  pass  creating 
a  new  office  (nore  than  twenty  days  before  the 
close  of  a  session,  the  Governor  must  make  his 
nomination  to  the  Senate  before  the  adjournmenti 


the  presumption  being  that  within  that  time,  he 
can  satisfy  himself,  who  is  the  proper  person  to 
beAppointed.  Here  then,  were  two  classes  of 
appointments,  which  might  be  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernor during  the  recess,'  by  granting  temporary 
commissions  which  would  run  into  the  next 
session,  and  afford  ample  time  for  the  Governor 
and  Senate  to  perform  their  respective  functions, 
before  they  would  be  vacated.  Was  there  any 
other  class  of  cases  for  which  additional  provis- 
ion was  necessary? 

The  object  of  the  13th  section,  as  it  now 
stood,-  was  to  restrain  the  Governor  within  the 
just  limits  of  his  authority,  and  secure  to  the 
Senate  its  constitutional  right  of  passing  on  all 
appointments.  All  agree  XhtLt  the  Senate  is  pro- 
perly a  part  of  the  appomting  power.  The  ne- 
cessity of  its  co-operation  exercises  a  powerfol 
influence  over  the  Governor.  It  is  a  powerful 
check  on  a  spirit  of  favoritism  in  the  Governor, 
and  tends  to  prevent  the  appointment  of  unfit 
persons,  from  prejudice,  want  of  information, 
family  connexion,  personal  attachment,  or  a 
desire  for  popularity.  Hence,  the  Constitution 
authorised  the  Senate  to  act  upon  all  appoint- 
ments. But  this  provision  would  be  idle  and 
ridiculous  if  it  may  be  evaded.  The  13th  sec- 
tion as  it  now  stood,  would  prevent  all  evasion. 
As  long  as  that  stands,  no  appointment  by  the 
Gbvernor  can  continue  for  a  longer  period  than 
the  interval  between  the  sessions,  and  thirty 
days  during  the  succeeding  session.  It  was 
therefore  essential  to  preserve  the  substance  of 
that  section,  in  order  to  secure  to  the  Senate  the 
full  exercise  of  its  constitutional  authority. 

Now  what  is  the  substitute  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Baltimore  citj  proposes,  and  to  let  in 
which  the  reconsideration  is  moved?    It  is,  as 
already  observed,  to  authorize  the  Govenior  in 
all  cases  where  he  has  power  to  make  an  ap- 
pointment to  office — to  make  such  appointment 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  no  matter  when  the 
office  w&s  created  or   tlie   vacancy    oocorred. 
What  is  the  effect  of  this?    If  an  office  be 
created,  or  a  vacancy  occur  during  the  session 
of  the  Senate,  the  Governor  would  not  be  under 
any  constitutional  obligation  to  fill  it  during  the 
session ;  and  if  he  failed  to  fill  it,  the  office  need 
not  remain  vacant,  until  the  next  session.     Sop- 
pose,  in  the  recess,  he  muke   a  temporary  ap- 
pointment, and  at  the  next  session  he  make  a 
nomination  to  the  same  office,  and  it  is  rejected; 
the  Governor  would  have  power,  after  the  eloae 
of  the  session,  to  make  another  appointment;  and 
so  on  from  session  to  session.    By  a  little  adroit- 
ness, the  Governor  might  preclude  the  Senate 
from  all  participation  in  the  appointments.    All 
he  need  oo  to  secure  to  himself  practically  the 
sole  power  of  appointment,  unchecked  by  the 
Senate,  's  to  make,  at  each  recurring  session,  a 
nomination  which  will  be  rejected,  and  thus  be 
enabled  to  keep  his  favorite  in  office,  dorinr  his 
entire  term,  without  the  consent,  and  possibly  in 
defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  Senate.    The  sub- 
stitute, if  adopted,  would  enable  an  unscrupuloos 
Governor  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  Uonsti- 
tqtion. 


The  diSercDce  betwno  the  propMitioni  vmi 
Ibu:  The  Hclion  propoicd  lo  6e  slrieken  out, 
BU*rded  the  ippainting  power,  *nd  lecurad 
to  the  3eD>(e  the  full  exerciiw  of  tha  aathoritr 
conferred  on  il  by  the  CoitBtitutioti  to  piaa  an  kII 
appoiDtmeota;  Uje  lecUon  propcied  lo  be  InMrled , 
vou Id  enable  a  Goiemar,  wbo  mietiibe  lo  in- 
dined,  to  C'Dcentrate  in  hit  own  batidi  practi- 
^  call;,  thn  sole  power  of  appomtmeat,  and  desiroj 
the  power  ot  the  Senate. 

The  ConTCDtion  should  be  careful  how  theap- 
poinling  power  wai  guarded  ;  it  wai  a  power 
capable  of  inGnile  mitchief  In  thoughtleba  or 
coriupt  hands. 

JVlr.  C.  thought  the  quei tion  now  to  be  decided 
w»a,  whether  the  appoiniinB  power  ihould  be 
oommitted  to  the  GoTernor,  without  limit  or  re- 
•Iraintj  or  whether  the  Senate  ahould  be  ucuTod 
in  the  exercise  of  a  negaliTe  on  hit  nominalions, 
which  all  admitted  was  necessarf  end  proper. 
He  hoped  Ihe  motion  to  reconsider  would  not 

f  Baltimore  cily,  proceeded  to 
dment  submitted  h     '' 
n  from  Somerset,  (Mr.  Cri^K 
tetd,  as  follows  : 
"  The  Go,vernor  shall  have  power  to  fill  any 


the  powerof  appointment,  bjgrsntiD^  a  con 
aion  which  shall  expire  upon  Che  eppoinlnient  of 
ths  same  person  or  any  other  person,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  Ihe 
lame  office,  or  at  the  expiration  of  one  calendar 
noolh  ensuing  the  commencement  of  the  next 
regular  seaKion  of  Ibe  Senate,  whichever  shall 
first  occur." 

He  (bought  this  amendment  did  not  provide 
for  all  caies,  it  merely  timlling  Uie  power  of  ap- 
pointment to  two  classes — Gral,  wben  ■  facancj 
occurred  during  Ihe  recess,  (and  shout  this  there 
could  be  no  dispute,  for  il  was  contained  in  the  old 
Constitution  Oand,  secondly,  where  a  law  should 
be  pasied  creating  offices  within  twenty  days 
prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate.  The 
amendment  did  not  apply  to  cases  where  sn  office 
should  be  created  more  than  twenty  days  before 
the  adjourntnent  of  a  iFS^ion.  The  act  of  1837 
ejlowed  t^e  Governor  to  appoint  commissioners 
out  of  the  State,  ad  lihittm,  for  the  acknowledg- 
meil  of  deeds.  He  might  appoint  thousands  of 
comminioners  out  of  the  State,  but  they  would 
be  new  appoinlmenU  and  not  vacancies  to  be 
filled.  The  aniendmenl'Of  the  gentleman  woulii 
not  enable  the  Governr>r  to  make  these  appaint- 
menu  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  recessily 
for  which  was  now  increased,  ai  in  future  they 
were  lo  have  biennial  sessions.  It  was  very  evi- 
dent thit  the  section  would  have  to  be  amended 
to  meet  this  class  of  esses.  The  Governor,  un- 
der this  section,  would  not  even  have  the  power 
of  creating  new  auctioneers,  though  the  revenue 
of  the  Slate  might  be  increuied  thereby;and  Ihe 
Convention  must  very  clearly  see,  thit  the  vole 
by  which  Iha  thirteenth  section  was  adopted 
ahould  ba  reconsiilered.  Hewished  to  see  wheth- 
er ihia  bodj  would  lie  up  the  Goxenoi  u  Iho 


mtlemtn  fran  Somenet  propoaad,  or  wkethat 
Ihev  would  give  him  a  large  discration,  to  act 
upon  hi)  retponiibility  to  the  State  and  to  tb* 

power  of  impeechmeoL 

The  f entleman  from  Somnaet  iLtieipated  llMt 
the  Governor  would  fraudulently  witDbold  bit 
appoiotmenla  until  the  Legiilatura  ahould  ad- 
journ. If  that  functionary  should  withhold  ap- 
pointmenta  purpoaely,  lo  make  temporary  cob> 
miS9ioni;ir  ha  ahould  do  this  from  corrupt  mo- 
tives, he  would  be  liable  to  impeachment,  aitdht, 
(Mr.  B.,)jiTBg  prepared  lo  vote  for  a  claoM  to 
IhiseffecL  But  he  could  not  presume  that  tba 
Governor  would  act  in  Ibis  way.  T^e  (eotle- 
man  thought  that  some  remedy  should  be  applied. 
RecoDsider  the  vote  by  which  this  aectioa  was 
adopted,  and  Iben  let  Ihem  consider  what  remedy 
was  necessary, 

Mr.  Caiarittn  replied  to  the  remark*  of  Mr. 
Brent.  The  thirteen  lb  section,  it  waa  aaid,  did 
not  authorise  lo  make  appoinlmcnts  in  the  recess, 
to  new  offices  which  had  been  created  morelbaa 
twenty  days  before  the  adjournment.  That  was 
true;  and  be  contended  that  il  was  not  proper  to 
give  the  Governor  such  power.  So  far  as  de- 
pended on  him,  no  such  power  ahould  be  given 
to  that  officer.  He  wished  to  limit  the  power 
□r  the  Governor,  and  guard  spioat  all  abinesby 
rcquirinc  his  nominations  to  be  submitted  to  tbe 
action  01  the  Senate  at  the  carlieat  raaaonabla 
period.  By  the  thirteenth  section,  as  it  now 
stood,  twenty  days  were  allowed  the  Govemor 
in  all  cases  of  newly  created  offices,  to  submit  U 
the  Senate,  for  approval,  the  names  of  proper 
tndividusts  to  Gil  them;  and  this,  conaiderwc  Iha 
limited  eltent  of  the  Slate,  and  the  general  ao- 
quainlance  which  the  Governor  unually  baa  ia 
every  portion  of  it,  was  certainly  ample  lima  for 
hiin  to  examine  ihe  character,  and  acquaint  hiat- 
selfwilhthefilneMofeveryindividualwbo  daaued 
sn;  office  within  his  gift.  The  limitatiooBaf  tha 
thirteenlh  taction,  were  iudiapensable  lo  tecur*  ' 
to  the  Senate  the  just  exercise  of  tbe  power  de- 
legated toil  by  the  Coiiatiiution,  If  the  dociriae  _ 
advocated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ballimoie  cily 
be  true,  what  would  be  Ihe  result!  If  IheLegia- 
lature  should  create  an  office  on  Ihe  Siatdayof 
its  session,  the  Governor  would  bave  ihree 
months  nearly,  iu  which  ha  might  make  his  aelee- 
lion  and  numinalion  of  the  individual  proper  to 
GU  il-,  and  yet  for  hrs  own  punrasea,  be  mi|ht 
postpone  the  appointment  till  after  the  doaa  of 
the  session,  and  Cot  two  years  defeat  tbe  aeliaa 
of  the  Senate,  whose  privilege  and  duly  it  was  to 
pass  on  all  appointment*.  Such  would  be  the 
practical  effect  of  the  genlleman'a  views.  Wat 
the  Convention  prepared  to  sanction  themj  If  il 
WBB,  then  he  hoped  some  one  would  move  that 
Ihe  power  of  the  Senate,  in  this  respect,  be 
stricken  out  altogether,  and  absolute  authority 
)ver  appointment)  he  given  lothe  Governor.  IM 
luch  a  proposition  be  presented  lo  the  Cooveo- 
ion,  and  let  it  be  seen  bow  many  of  that  body 
rguld  favor  it, 

Mr.  C.said  tba  gentleman  from  Baltimore 
ity,  [Mr.  Brant,]  conteiidad  Ibat under  tbe  13lk 
eectioD  tha  Q^itTDOf  had  ng  power  to  appoirt 


in  tha  rtctti,  wh«n  ■ppaintmenli  iretobeiiMd* 
•ceoiiling  to  the  diKictiou  of  Ibi  Coternor, 
wilh  or  wilhoDt  limit  ai  to  Dumber,  ind  ha  [Mr. 
B.]  had  inilaiicwl  cominiuioneri  under  tbe  act 
of  1S3T.  to  take  acknowlcdjinienti  of  deadi  out 
ef  the  State,  &c.,  and  ihg  tau  or  auctioneera, 
■Mtario  public,  &c.  The  13<h  urtiou  wai  the 
identical  provition  of  the  exiitine  Conititulion; 
,  and  he  bad  Davtr  heard  a  complaint  nnlil  cow, 
tbat  tbe  Governorcould  not  make  Iheieappo'nt- 
aMnt*  during  ibe  recew.  He  wai  not  prepared 
to  admit  tha  construction  of  the  lawi  referred 
to,  giren  br  the  geatlemae  from  Baltimore  cilj, 
•nd  be  believed  a  diSerent  coniEruction  tmA 
kiwmya  until  duw,  prevailed  io  md  out  of  the 
Executive  department.  Tbeu  officei  were  crS' 
mted  by  law.  not  by  the  Camtitution;  and  tbe 
taw  coulil  pratcribe  the  manner  in  which  ap 
pointmenti  to  them  ihould  be  made,  whether  bv 
the  Governor  in  the  recess  or  not.  It  hai  af- 
way*  been  canceded  that  the  Governor  could  All 
them  during  the  recex;  but  if  that  wia  an  enor- 
moua  eonatruclion,  the  law  could  be  changed  at 
tha  next  leuioa  of  Ibe  Legislature,  And  it 
•hould  be  remarked  too,  that  lbs  people  of  Ma- 
17 land,  were  little  inteiested  in  this  elate  of 
officei;  appointments  to  them  were  made  mostly 
for  the  benefit  of  the  appointees,  and  as  a  priii' 
lege  or  a  license  to  carry  on  the  business  to 
which  they  relate.  The  public  interest  would 
Dot  suffer  if  no  appointments  could  be  made  in 
tbe  recess.  But  to  obtain  a  mere  ideal  advantage, 
which  at  moat  beueSli  individuals,  and  not  tbe 
pablic  generally,  to  enable  (he  Governor  to 
make  appointments  under  laws  which  may  be 
changed  next  winter,  appointments  which  in  no 
aenie  effect  the  pablic  interest,  and  tbat  too, 
wben  every  Executive  which  bad  preceded  the 
prCMDl,  bad  acted  on  a  diSerent  construction, 
tbegentleinan  from  Baltimore  city  would  give 
to  the  Governor,  what  would  be  destructive  of 
tha  rights  Dfthe  Senate,  and  practically  would 
]>••■)  Delimited  power  over  all  appointments. 

Th«geiitleinanhadMid,lh»the(Mr.  C.) spoke 
M  if, tbe  persons  who  might  wield  the  executive 
power,  were  not  to  be  upright  men.  Mr.  C. 
nut  eay,  that  he  had  no  very  exslled  opinion 
of  the  parity  of  public  men.  All  government 
wa«  «  satire  on  human  nature,  and  was  made  He- 
Gaasary  by  the  vice*  and  ambition  of  men.  Ha 
wa«  not  disposod  to  (rust  to  tbe  mere  goodness 
of  iodividnals.  It  was  prvdent  to  guard  against 
•very  danger.  He  would,  if  he  could,  by  posi- 
tiTe  realrainti,  rsnder  it  impossible  for  men  to 
dowroDC  He  could  not  assent  to  the  opinion 
ndvancedby  the  gentleman,  tbat  the  character 
of  tbe  |>er*an  who  might  happen  to  be  Governor, 
bia  purity  and  patriotism  might  safely  be  relied 
on,  ■*  ■  sufficient  guaranty  against  the  dangers 
•pprehanded.  If  this  doctrine  be  true,  there 
WM  no  Deceitity  at  all  for  constitutional  re- 
straints. And  be  must  be  permitted  to  say,  be 
WM  sat  prised  to  hear  such  lenlimeats  promul-  I 
gated.  They  were  a  remnant  of  the  antiquated 
!j_..rik.  i_r -      -      '  ™.        .        . 


cially  tbej  do  not  soit  gentlemen,  who  claim  to 
be  }wr  eznilenrf.  the  friends  of  (be  people.  He 
could  not  subscribe  to  them.  He  wss  not  wil- 
ling to  trust  to  the  character  of  any  individusl, 
however  pure  and  exalted  that  chancier  might 
be,  as  the  only  defence  against  tha  aggresaions 
of  power.  He  hod  always  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve, and  his  experience  justified  the  lesson, 
that  the  only  security  for  popular  liberty  is  to 
be  found  in  ihe  express  requirements  of  a  writ- 
ten Constitution.  The  gentleman  baa  said  some- 
thing of  impeachmsnl;  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  im- 
peaching •  Governor  of  one  of  tbe  States  of  tbia 
Union.  It  was  scarcely  worth  while  to  inssrt 
such  an  article  in  the  Constitution.  The  power 
of  iropeacbment  never  had  been,  and  never  , 
would  ba  suceetifully  enforced  against  an  indi- 
vidual occupying  such  an  elevated  and  influential 
position  But  the  danger  (eared  would  be  tha 
legitimate  result  of  tbe  powers  conferred  upon 
him;  and  how  could  he  be  impeached  for  what 
the  Constitution  authorized  him  to  do' 

Tbe  power  proposed  to  be  f  iven  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, was  a  dangerous  one,  it  wss  liable  to  be 
evaded,  or  perverted  to  a  mischievous  use,  and 
he  hop>d,  therefore,  no  reconsideration  would  be 
had  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  it;  but  if  tbe  see. 
tlon  should  be  reconsidered,  he  would  then  offer 

camplisb  every  proper  end,  without  encounter- 
ing tbe  dangers  which  threatened  from  the  adop- 
tion of  tbe  gentleman's  proposition. 

Mr.  Bbiht  proposed  to  answer  tha  extraonji- 
Qsry  position  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Somerset.  Because  that  gentleman  did  not  con- 
strue the  Constitution  as  the  Gorernon  of  Mary- 
land had  done,  and  becauM  there  was  no  neces- 
sil<r,  in  his  opinion,  for  putting  this  doubt  to  rest, 
Iberefore,  he  thought  that  tha  vote  ought  not  to 
be  reconsidered.  He  would  sav,  that  thit  was  a 
very  extraordinary  position.  The  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  practice,  in  the  Stale  of  Maryland, 
had  bean  for  the  Governor  to  make  original  ap- 
pointments in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  He, 
(Mr.  B.,)  would  say,  that  if  there  had  been  such 

Srsctice,  it  had  been  erroneous,  willi  alt  due 
eferenca  to  Ihe  better  judgment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Somerset  Mr.  B.  asserted,  that  if 
an;  Governor,  un<ler  the  act  of  1B3T,  had,  m  the 
recess  of  tha  Senate,  appointed  commissioners  of 
deed*  out  of  the  Slate,  It  was  done  in  violation  of 
plain  law.  What  is  the  law  >  It  was  as  follows; 
"  Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  That  the  Governor,  hy  and  with 


luch  of  the  other  States  or  territories  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  BS  he 
ma;  deem  expedient,  which  commiisiotiers  shall 
continue  in  otnce  during  the  pleesure  of  the  Go- 
vernor, and  shall  have  authority  to  take  the  ac- 
knowledgments and  proof  of  the  execution  of 
any  deed,  mortgage,  or  other  conveyance  of  any 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  liing  or  being 
In  this  State  {  any  contract,  letter  of  altomej  or 
MJ  Other  writins,  uodw  M.ft^,\o  "ot  ■o**^  •«  lai- 
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corded  in  this  State,  and  such  acknowledi^ent 
or  proof  taken  or  made  in  ihe  manner  directed 
by  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  certified  by  any 
one  of  the  said  commissioners  before  whom  the 
same  shall  he  taken  or  made,  under  seal,  which 
certificate  shall  be  endorsed  on  or  annexed  to 
said  deed  or  instrument  aforesaid,  shall  have  the 
same  force  ai:d  effect  and  be  as  good  and  availa- 
ble in  law,  for  all  purposes,  as  if  the  same  had 
been  made  or  taken  before  some  one  of  the  judg- 
es of  the  United  States  courts  or  of  the  courts  6f 
record  of  the  several  States.  '^ 

It  would  be  seen  that  the  law  merely  autho- 
rized the  Governor  to  name  and  appt^int  the 
commissioners,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  He  had  no  power,  therefore, 
to  appoint  these  commissioners.  But  suppose  the 
Governor  had  construed  the  law  wrong,  that  he 
had  no  power  to  make  these  appointments,  he 
was  not  going  to  yield  his  opinion  because  gen- 
tlemen of  Uie  Convention  thought  cifi*erently.  If 
the  gentleman  wisthed  to  fetter  executive  power, 
let  the  vote  by  which  the  article  was  adopted  be 
reconsidered,  and  then  they  'could  consider 
whether  restraints  should  be  applied.  He,  (Mr. 
C.,)  could  then  submit  his  amendment,  which 
proposed  that  the  Goverrior  should  have  no  pow- 
er to  appoint  commissioners  to  take  deeds,  no- 
taries public,  or  auctioneers,  although  the  revenue 
of  the  State  might  be  benefitted  by  it  The  gen- 
tleman presupposed  that  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, having  the  puwer^to  make  original  appuint- 
ments,  would  purposely  make  appointments  and 
withhold  the  nominations,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing temporary  appo'ntments.  He,  (Mr.  B  ,)  did 
not  think  the  Governer  would  do  this.  If  the 
gentleman  proposed  an  amendment  free  from  ex- 
ception, he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  his  purpose  was  to  improve 
this  clasi  of  cases.  He  had  no  other  object,  and 
repudiated  any  other  object.  If  a  law  should  be 
passed  twenty-one  days  before  the  termination  of 
a  session;  and  if  the  Governor  should  be  unable 
to  make  a  nomination  for  the  office  to  the  ^'enate 
before  it  adjourned,  then,  by  the  gentleman^s 
amendment  the  public  interests  were  to  be  dis- 
regarded. If  the  gentleman  would  show  him 
how  he  could  restrict  the  Governor,  and  at  the 
same  time  safely  leave  the  offices  unfil- 
led, then  he  would  vote  with  him  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  clause  should  be  reconsidered;  but  he 
did  not  wish  to  see  the  public  interests  put  in 
jeopardy.  He  wished  to  see  the  offices  filled  by 
temporary  appointments  rather  than  not  filled  at 
all.  If  they  should  have  a  Governor  corrupt  or 
negligent  enough  not  to  fill  offices  which  had  oeen 
created  not  more  than  twenty  days  before  the 
termination  of  a  session,  or  to  fill  offices  autho- 
rized by  permanent  law,  then  the  public  inter- 
ests were  to  be  disregarded,  and  the  offices  led 
vnoanl,  whatever  might  be  the  necessity  of  filling 
them,  merely  from  an  apprehension  that  the  Go- 
vernor mii»ht  commit  fraud. 

His,  (Mr.  B.'s,)  substitute  only  proposed  that 
during  a  recess,  when  a  vacancy  should  occur,  or 
an  original  appointment  is  to  be  made  for  the 
first  time,  the  Governor  shall  fill  the  vacancy 
and  make  the  appointment. 


Mr.  DovALDSov  said  there  were  bat  few  officei 
to  which  the  remarks  of  the  geDtleman  from 
Baltimore  cit^,  (Mr.  Brent,)  would  epply,  and 
to  remedy  an  mconvenience  in  r^rd  to  then,  it 
was  proposed  now  to  put  all  omces,  great  and 
smalLin  the  hands  of  the  Executire  solely.  The 
amendment  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Biltimore,  would  enable  the  Governor  to  fiU  all 
offices  and  keep  them  filled,  in  despite  of  tbe 
Senate,  whose  right  of  confirmation  migbt  beeone  , 
a  nullity  if  the  ^sire  of  usurpation  and  the  boM-  | 
ness  to  usurp  existed.  He  explained  this  and  il- 
lustrated it  by  examples.  In  this  he  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Somerset.  And  »kat 
was  the  inconvenience  sought  to  be  remedied? 
The  present  Governor,  whether  be  bad  a  ceosti- 
tutional  right  to  appoint,  in  the  recess  of  tbe 
Senate,  commissioners  to  take  acknowledgawati 
of  deeds,  auctioneers  and  notaries  public  ;  oa  tbe 
ground  that  no  vacancy  in  any  such  c»ffioes  bad 
occurred  during  the  recess.  By  Uw,  tsrsoty 
auctioneers  may  be  appointed,  but  it  is  seldoai 
that  the  full  number  apply,  and  afterward,  da- 
ring the  recess,  some  one  or  two  may  make  ap- 
plication. The  number  of  notaries  public  and  of 
commissioners  to  acknowledge  deeds  is  uDliout- 
ed,  and  the  necessity  for  some  particular  appoiDl- 
ment  develops  itself  during  the  recess.  Now,  ia 
these  oases,  the  practice  of  all  our  prevMHis  Go- 
vernors ha4  been  to  make  such  appointmeoti  ia 
the  recess  and  the  practical  coostructioo  bsd 
been  given  to  the  Constitution  that  vacancies  ia 
such  offices  had  accasioned  when  the  appoiat- 
roents  became  necessary.  Yet,  if  there  is  reallj 
any  doubt,  let  the  matter  be  set  right  by  Act  of 
Assembly,  by  which  those  officers  were  created. 
They  were  not  officers  designated  in  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  Legislature  might  make  rules  for 
their  appointment,  consistently  with  the  oM 
Constitution,  and  with  the  fifteenth  section  of  tbe 
present  report  on  the  executive  department  Mr. 
D.  said  he  had  no  particular  objection  to  the  re- 
consideration, though  he  thought  it  hardly  worth 
while  ;  but  if  the  section  were  reconsidered,  ha 
hoped  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman  from  Balti- 
more might  be  carried  out  by  an  amendment  lest 
comprehensive  and  dangeroua  than  that  which 
he  had  already  suggested. 

Mr.  Grasok  remarked  that  some  rafereace 
had  been  made  to  the  course  pursued  by  him. 
He  had  no  recollertion  of  having  made  any  ap- 
pointments of  commissioners  during  U»e  recess  of 
the  Senate.  He  always  held  the  opinion  that 
the  Governor  had  not  the  power  to  make  these 
appointments  during  the  recess,  and  he  certainly 
would  not  have  made  an  original  appointment 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Sieoate. 

Mr.  Donaldson  suggested  that  if  there  wai 
any  doubt  on  the  subject,  it  would  be  better  to 
reconsider  the  section  and  amend  it. 

The  question  "will  the  Convention  re-consider 
the  vote  by  which  the  said  thirteenth  section  was 
adopted?"  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  32;  noes  44. 

So  the  vote  was  re-considered. 

Mr.  Brxnt,  of  Baltimore  city,  then  moved  As 
following  at  a  substitute  for  said  section : 

Sec.  13.  In  all  cases  where  the  GoTenorhn 


Oa  power  bj  tba  Comtitntion  or  1>wi,  to  mkke  - 
an;  ■ppoinlmBDl  to  offic«,  or  ia  cim  any  ncancj 
■ball  occur  during  (he  reeers  or  ths  Senate,  id  ' 
any  office  to  which  the  Goicmor  hia  the  potter 
of  appoiptmeTit,  he  *hBlkha*e  tha  power  in  the 
recenof  (he  Senate,  to  mike  such  appointment 
or  fill  such  taeancjr  b;  granling  a  commisaion 
which  shall  expire  open  the  appointment  of  the 
MUM  person  or  any  other  person,  bj  anil  with  the 
■driee  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  the  same 
cAee,  or  at  the  aspiration  of  one  calendar  month 
•muing  the  cominencemenl  of  ihe  next  regular 
■saaioD  of  Ihe  Legislature,  whichoTei  shall  lint 

The  lutntitute  hattng  been  read- 
Mr.  CnisriiLD  said,  that  before  the  qaeslion 
w«a  taken  upon  it,  be  belieTed  it  <rou1d  be  in  or- 
derto  perfect  the  original  proposition. 
The  PauDaNT,  (pre  ton.,)  anented. 
Mr.  CKUtiti.D  then  inoved  to  amend  the  arigi- 
Dal  thirteenth  section  bj  adding  at  the  end  there- 
of, the  following: 

"And  the  Governor  maj  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  appoint  and  commiiwion,  suOject  to  the 
liiDitalions  aroresaid,  an  additioaal  number  of 
auch  officers  as  are  authorised  by  auj  law  exist' 
tag  at  the  time  of  the  appointment,  which  in  its 
terma  do  nut  limit  the  number  of  such  cleuof 
lAcers  or  of  which  the  number  limited  has  not 
beea  filled" 

Mr.  Raiar,  of  Baltimore  city,  said,  it  seemed 
lo  bim  that  the  amendment  was  the  same  as  his 

Mr.  CHAHBiai,  of  Kent,  (addressing  fainuetf  to 
Mr.  Bbeht,  of  Baltimore  cit^.)  enquired,  wheth- 
er the  gentleman  wu  natsati^Ged  that,  under  the 
laBguaKe  of  hia  ameadment,  the  Executive  offieer 
aipil  forbear  to  maJie  appoint  men  Is,  He,  (Mr. 
C^)  did  not  know  that  any  Governor  woulJ  be 
piilty  of  such  misconduct,  but  did  the  amend- 
Bent  of  Ibe  gentleman  from  Baltimore  eily.  [Mr. 
Brent.]  guard  against  il>  If  the  theamendmani 
of  the  nmtlemaii  from  Somerset,  [Mr,  Crislield,] 
met  this  objection,  why  did  not  the  gentleman 
final  Baltimore  city  alio  guard  against  it? 

Mr.BaEirr,of  Baltimore  city.  Lellheamand- 
Dwnt  of  the  gentleman  from  Somerset,  [Mr. 
OriiAeld,]  be  again  road. 
The  amendment  having  been  again  read- 
Some  explanations  as  to  its  obJECt  and  eSect 
followed,  on  the  part  of  Messra.  McLuie,  Caii- 
viKLD,  and  CiiAMiaas,  of  Kent. 

Mr.  Hewaau  auggeeted  that  the  object  of  the 
BueDdment  of  the  gentleman  from  Somerset, 
[Mr.  Crisfietd,]  wu  reached  by  the  IwelOh  sec- 
tion which  hid  been  adopted. 

Some  conversBiioD  followed  on  a  point  of  oi^ 
der.  between  Mr.  SrcKcaa  and  the  Fbs«ibint 
[pr»fe«.] 

Mr-  SriticER  said,  he  should  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  the  section  altogethor,  because,  if 
amended  as  proposed  by  (he  gentleman  from 
thimertat,  [Mr.  Criafield.]  if  the  Governor  were 
to  dl*chaif;e  hrs  duty  and  were  to  make  a  nami- 
Batioo  to  the  Senate  within  one  calendar  month 


after  the  commeDcement  of  the  seaaioo,  and  the 
Benats  should  happen  not  to  conEna  the  appoiat- 
ment,  or  should  postpune  action  on  the  nomin*. 
lion, — no  matter  how  important  it  might  he  that 
Ibe  office  should  be  filled — there  would  be  a  va- 

Mr.  CaiiriiLo  desired  to  ask  the  gentlemkir 
Trom  Queen  Anne's,  [Mr.  Spender,]  a  question. 
Was  not  the  section  as  amended,  on  his  [Mr.  Cs] 
own  motion,  lo  far  as  the  commentary  of  the 
gentleman  was  now  concerned,  in  the  aame  wocda 
as  thoae  of  the  existing  Constitution .' 
Mr.  SrsNcxa  replied  in  tlie  affirmative. 
Mr.  CaiiriELD  enquired  then,  whether  any 
such  difficulty  as  that  lo  which  the  ganllemiD 
referred  had  ever  existed  under  the  present  Con- 
Mr.  SFBNcaa  said,  he  had  listened  lo  the  qoea- 
tion  wilh  proper  respect,  as  he  alwaiiahould  (a 
any  enquiry  which  geptlemen  might  Ihiak  proper 
to  lubniit  to  him,  in  reference  to  any  remark* 
be  mighl  make.  But,  in  reply  to  the  en- 
quirj  of  the  gentleman,  he,  [Mr.  S.,]  would  aak, 
whether  any  man  could  have  eonleraplated  that 
tan  years  ago,  the  Legislature  would  have  viola- 
ted its  imperative  and  sworn  duty  so  far  as  to 
fail  during  the  whole  aeuion  lo  elect  a  Senator 
of  the  United  Slated  And  now  when  he.  [Mr. 
S  ,]  pointed outadelect  in  the  proposifion  whicll 
might  lead  lo  seriou*  difficulty,  Ihe  gentleman 
met  his  objection  by  asking  him  whether  this  waa 
not  a  copy  i<f  the  provision  of  the  old  Conslitu- 
ticm.  He,  [Mr.  9..]  waa  not  tff  wait  until  luch  a 
case  bad  arisen.  If  he  could  aee  anjr  contingen- 
cy in  which  a  difficulty  might  ariM,  it  surely  waa 
right  and  proper  that  the  Conveniiiin  thould  pro- 
vide against  it.  He  did  say  with  all  respect  to 
the  propoaitiiin  and  lo  the  mover  of  it,  1  hat  it 
I  did  not  place  things  in  a  better  condition  than 
that  io  which  they  were  under  Ibe  provision  aa 
reported  from  the  committee,  On  the  contrary, 
he  thought  it  was  worse. 

Mr.  CaisFiELD  explained  the  object  and  oper- 
ation of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbeht,  of  Baltimore  city,  moved  asaaub- 
slitute  for  said  amendment,  fbe  following,to  come 
in  at  the  end  of  said  thirteenth  section: 

"And  in  all  cases  whereby  existing  laws  or  any 
law  herealUr  to  be  passed.lhereare  appointmenU 
lo  be  made  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Oo- 
I  vemor,  with  ur  without  limit  as  lo  numbar,  then 
I  in  such  case,  the  Governor  may  in  Ihe  recess  of 
I  the  Senate,  grant  temporary  commisalona  as 
;  aforeaaid." 

Mr.  Brent  laid,  thia  amendmeat  would  meet 
!  all  the  difficulties  which  had  been  suggested. 
I  Mr.  CaisriELD  said,  thatso  far  >s  he  could  un. 
I  dersland  the  amendment  from  merely  hearing  it 
rend,  he  had  no  objeclion  toil.  He  would  ask 
that  Ihe  amendmenl,  as  now  oQered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Brent,)  and  the 
whole  section  might  be  again  read. 

They  were  accordingly  read,  whereupon 
Mr.  CaisriELDSaidbe  would  accept  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  BaBUT,  aa  B-mlaUXxH-VA^'t  \^<«('g> 
piopmitioD. 


'nther  marred  than  improTcd,  bj  (ba  amehd- 
nwots  «faicb  bid  been  made. 

Some  COD Tenit ion  followed  ai  lo  Ibe  aUte  of 
the  question,  in  which  Meun.  McLuii,  Ci.i:i- 
VIKLD  and  JiHiFER  took  part 

And  some  Turlher  explanations  followed  be- 
tween Menra.  CaiirtiLO  and  McLahi,  as  lo  Ihe 
effect  onJ  operatioa  of  the  amendment 

Mr.  McLikNi  thought  the  gentleman  would  not 
MCompliih  hii  ohject,  b;  tbe  propotilion  he  had 
offered.  Herefeired  lo  the  ditcusrion  which  had 
taken  place  on  Ibe  queition  of  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment,  during  ine  receu,  in  relation  to  Fed- 
eral offices,  and  adverted  to  Ihe  opinion  glTen  by 
Mr.  Wirt,  when  ettomej  general,  in  lbs  cite  bf 
the  appointment  of  s  collector  on  Lake  Erie, 
that  Ibe  Hretidenl  had  the  power  to  Gil  tbe  vn- 
*  cancj  during  thst  receu;  an  opinion  which  he, 
(Mr.McLane,)coniideredas  haTlng  bad  strongtr 
baiisto  rest  upon  than  the  proviiioainour  Coiuti- 
tution  conferring  the  power  on  the  GoTenior.  Iric 
ngarded  the  power  of  tbe  Prcaident  of  Ibe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  the  power  of  tbe  Goiarnor  of 
Marjland,  as  preciselj  parallel  in  referaoee  lo 
this  subject.  He  tberefore  saw  no  neeeisily 
for  either  of  these  propositions.  He  thought  the 
section  as  it  came  from  the  eommittee  prelerahle 
to  either  of  them.  He  did  Dot  think  the  term  o! 
ta  appointment  should  of  neeeasilT  expire  wilbin 
thirtj  dajs  Bfter  the  meeting  of  the  Legislalurc 
If  the  appointment  made  bj  ibe  GoTemor  was  nn 
improperone,  th^enale  could  «t  anf  lime  re- 
ject it. 

He  was  notawere  that  the  OoTernor  hkd  the 
power  <o  appoint,  during  the  recen,  and  thai  if 
Ihe  nomination  was  rejected  by  the  S*nale,  lie 
could  fill  thaoffice  agaiu  with  the  same  persnr, 
until  the  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  (Mr. 
Donaldson,)  suggested  it.  If  Ihe  Goiecnor  hud 
*nj  such  power,  it  ought  to|,be  taken  awaj  from 

Mr.  DoMiLDsoH  explained  what  he  bad  said 
Mr.  Brikt  referred  to  ihe  opinion  of  Ibe  At- 
torney General,  Churles  Li-e,  as  directly  oppo 
lite  to  that  given  by  Mr.  Wirl,  as  to  the  power 
of  the  President  to  appoint  a  commissioner,  {m 
original  appointment,)  during  tbe  recess  of  llic 
Senate  If  there  was  a  doubt  existing  on  llu' 
Robject,  it  ought  to  be  removed  by  the  actioa  ui 
this  Convention. 

Mr.  Chambebs  concurred  in  thegeneral  couiec 
of  the  remarks  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Cecil  ^ 
But  there  WB8  still  room  for  doubt  whether  tlie 
temporaryappointee  would  not  hold  on  afler  a 
rejection  by  the  Senate.  The  language  is  px- 
preis  Ihat  the  appointee  shall  continue  lo  htjIJ 
the  office  till  a  new  appointmens  is  made,  !N'n 
new  appointment  is  made  until  a  nomination  ie 
confirmed.  He  could  not  suppose  the  Conven- 
tion designed  to  have  the  temporary  appoinTtc 
fill  the  office  af^erbis  rejection,  and  yet  if  other 
persons  were  afterwards  nominated,  who  weie 
also  rejected,  there  would  be  no  new  appoirl- 
ment,  and  then  Ihe  language  of  the  proposed  sec- 
tion might  be  relied  on  to  juitif;  ^  Xmafom^ 


appointee  to  continue.  He  atrnted  «W  Im  ew- 
sidered  to  be  tbe  practice  of  tbe  General  Ger- 
ernment,  under  the  Coaalitution  of  Ibe  Cailtl 
Statei.  Where  a  knowledge  of  a  Tacancj  ''■' 
came  to  tbe  Freiident^D  tbe  receea,  it   was  ic- 

Erded  ai  "occurring  ID  the  recen."  Be  woald 
williog  to  lake  the  section  with  tba  nopk 
addition  of  the  word  "occurring,'.'  and  addiig  s 
provision  that  the  temporary  appointment  ibMU 
cease  with  the  iteitaesiion  of  the  Senale. 

Mr.  GaASOH  called  the  attenUon  of  the  Cca- 
ventiun  to  the  article  ai  it  wai  reported,  and  As 
subalitute  proposed  for  it.  According  la  tbe  bill 
now  sloid,  a  persoti  appointed  in  theitessii 
be  nominated  to  the  Senate  within  tkirt; 
daya  from  the  commenccmeitt  of  the  aeakxi,  sad 
if  rejected,  bii  appoiclment  tenninatca;  aad  irf 
course  hia  commlsikni  canDot  be  cODtioued  si 
renewed  afler  tbe  adjournment    Tbe  foatttcatt 


7'bese  words  are  used  in  the  exisUai 
Constitution,  and  have  been  snscentible  of  dilu- 
ent constructions.  Under  (me  Executin,  tbs 
construction  has  been,  that  amf  Y«cancy  in  tta 


^    _l  Ihe.ti 

and  under  a  different  adminittratian  it  was  sap- 
posed  that  no  vacancy  could  he  consideitd  m 
ecnimngrfurinf  like  rtcea,  unleaa  It  orifiaaigd 
after  Ihe  adjournment  ol  Iba  Senate.  Under  Ikt 
latter  constnietion,  the  most  imporlant  ^o 
might  remain  vacant,  in  ease  of  tbedeaikern- 
signation  ofthe  incumbenia  immediatelj  tnfbn 
the  adjournment. 

Id  preparing  the  bill,  the  committee  bad  wiib- 
ed  toavoid  the  use  oCti.e  doabtful  temswhici 
are  now  attempted  lo  be  revived. 

The  gentleman  from  Rent,  (Mr.  Chtnbcn,] 
was  extremely  anitoui  to  guard  against  any  jm- 
lible  abuse  ol^ power  by  the  Govtmor,  bulasji- 
gards  Ihe  abuse  of  power,  on  the  part  of '.be  See- 
ale,  he  appeared  to  enterlatn  no  apprehemiena 
whatever.  There  roighl  be  abuses  of  power  bj 
the  Senate  as  well  as  the  Execulire,  and  ap- 
pointments might  fail  from  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion respecting  the  persons  nominated.  In  ax 
of  a  difference  between  the  Kxeeutiveand  Sen- 
ate, and  a  consequent  failure  to  make  an  a p- 
poinlment,  the  Governor  ought  to  have  the  pos- 
er during  Ihe  recess  to  Gil  tbe  vacaitcy.  not  by 
sppoinling  persons  who  had  been  rejecled,  but 
others  who  were  not  liable  to  abjection. 

Mr.  McLakx  rose  to  reply  to  the  genllemaa 
from  Kent  on  two  points— the  one  a  difference 
of  principle,  and  the  other  of  interpretation.  The 
law  of  the  United  States  provided,  in  case  that 

ate,  the  President  may  fill  it  in  (he  recesr. 

Mr.  Chahbiki  objected  that  thia  wa*  tN 
broad  an  interpretation.  The  practice  ia  this:  if 
the  Preaident  has  first  heard  ofa  vacancy  in  the  IV- 
cess,  it  is  the  construction  that  it  pccurted  wbts 
.the  Pteaideot  heard  of  it    But  the  PrendHt 


hu  aa'povftte  filluy  offiee  which wuvkckted 
iniog  Iheieuioo,  ia  iha  mai*. 

^Hr.  MoLiiMi  coDtendcd  tint  «h*ra  toy  tk- 
eaDCj  U  /band  to  uut  in  the  lecaii,  tha  Praal- 
id«Dt  £ll«  it  in  the  racwi. 

Mr.  Cbihbu*  did  not  loma  hia  ramaik*  to 
^iplj  to  >  certain  Elan  of  ■ppoiatmcDli  which 
coCM  DDder  ■  Daw  tytlem  of  liwf. 

Mr.  HcluNi  replied  that  thi)  wu  the  Tory 
clan  to  which  thi*  exeiciio  o(  power  beara  ref- 
•rwica.  The  practice  of  the  GenenI  Govern- 
SMOt  uhe  badalated  it,  ii  in  Mcordanee  with 
«  cooalmetioD  pat  on  the  power,  and  Bait«in«9 
hf  the  ibleit  ataleimen  and  writer*  in  the  United 
Wktea,  and  mriiei  from  the  neceiiily  of  the  cue. 
And  it  hadleil  to  no  ill  leiulti,  but  exctuiivelr 
to  food.  And,  he  uked,  why  would  not  gentle- 
■MB  profit  by  the  leuon*  at  experience!  Why 
daaylothe  Goremoroflhe  Stale,  tbe  same  pow- 
er which  the  United  Slalei  Conititution  (itie*  to 
tba  PrMident  of  the  United  SUIea.  Whyihould 
ire  throw  out  of  OUT  inititutioni  that  privilege 
which  hu  been  found  indi*pen*ibly  necetaary  in 
tha  admiaiitration  of  (be  General  Go*etnmen1? 
Cm««  of  grrat  emerfency  may  arise,  and  you 
dopiiTe  tbe  Gorernor  of  the  power  to  act  h  the 
Bweaaity  of  tbe  caae*  demand*,  teat  a  fraud 
■hodld  be  perpetiated.  The  gentleman  from 
Kent  aopnoaea  that  under thiaaeclianaaappaint 
SMnt  made  in  Iha  recau  may  contiooa  nntil  the 
«Bd  of  the  teaaiongOr  a  new  appointment  i*  made, 
Hepretamed  the  original  leet ion  did  net  mean 
thia,  but  only  nntil  the  Senate  ibould  appoint. 
It  wa*  DeTer  inlanded  th«t  be  tbould  hold  to  Iha 
■ml  of  the  tetsion,  but  only  nntil  there  i*  a  new 
■ppoiatment.  If  there  ia  ambi^ity,  he  wai 
drilling  to  adopt  any  lazlgoage  which  would  re- 

Hr.  CHAmcai  ropoated  what  be  bad  before 
Mid.  a*  to  the  practice  under  the  Conatilution  of 
tba  United  State*.  Certainly  Oaneral  JiclcaaD  in 
Um  pleoUlqde  of  hii  power,  had  largely  adranced 
apon  any  prcTJoui  practice.    But  he  did  not  ad- 


Ud  bara  oooe  KJeeled.  and  on  atecond  nomine- 
UoB  laid  oa  the  table.  But  a  manifeat  difference 
waa  to  be  noticed  iMtween  the  condition  of  the 
United  ButM,  and  the  Blate  of  Maryland.  The 
mat  eilenl  of  the  former  might  require  a  lir^ 
part  of  a  leaaion  of  Congrea*,  to  pau  away  if- 
torataeancy  bad  occurred,  before  a  knowledge 
gf  Ibe  fact  could  reach  ibe  Preaident  The  Sen- 
ate may  hare  adioumed  in  the  inlir^M.  In  that 
MWOi  for  all  pratical  puraoi**,  the  Tacincy  did 
oeeur  in  Ibe  recei*,  that  u  to  laj,  when  Ibe  Pre- 
ridanl  Gnt  became  informed  of  it.  In  Marrland 
meh  a  thing  wai  not  lo  be  expectedi  with  the 
hellitie*  for  rapid  communis* lion,  il  wa*  icarce- 
Ijr  poaaible.  But  why  further  diteuia  Ibia  quea- 
Uoal  There «a*  doubt  ^ipreued,  therefore,  he 
—"■*-■'  ttMre  wa(  room  for  doubt.  A  tery  few 
WMdt  would  remove  It,  and  maka  it  a*  pli ' 
'  eUff.  Why  then  this 
a  letlar,  a  cioa*  or  •  do 
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by  Mr.  Crisfleld.) 

Ifoquorumroted. 

A  long  coDferMtioB  followed  on  iMittti  of 
order. 

Tbe  quMtion  was  tbao  agaia  taken  on  the  *aid 
amend  nunL 

But  no  quorum  Toted. 

Mr.  PaaiiTHUi  mored  that  lhei«  be  a  call  of 
the  ConTontion. 

The  motion  wu  not  ioaitted  upon,  a  quorum 
haTing  been  aacertaioed  to  be  preaant. 

The  queetion  on  the  ameodmenCwa*  then  again 
taken,  and  il  wa>  rejected. 

The  queilion  then  recurred  on  the  adopdoii  of 
the  thirleentb  sMtlon,  as  amended. 

Mr  GaAsoK  offered  u  a  iubitituleforaaldNB- 
tioD,  the  folio  wing: 

"Scdioii  13.  In  eaie  of  any  Taeaney  dorinf  Uw 
reeeM  of  iba  Seaale,  in  any  office  which  the  Go- 
Teroor  hu  power  to  fill,  he  shall  appoint  aone 
■nilable  perioo  tofillaaid  office,  whOBs  oommit* 
■ion  shall  continue  ia  force  till  Iha  end  of  tbe 
next  Mnion  of  the  Legislature,  or  untU  ioae 
other  person  is  appointed  to  the  •ubb  offioe, 
whicbeier  shall  Gral  occur,  and  lb*  nomlDatton 
of  OTery  person  thus  appointed  daring  the  race** 
orofanr other  peraonm  hia  place, shall  be  made 
to  the  Senate  within  thirty  d*yi  after  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Legialalare.'' 

—    .; ^,^  between    Me«i*. 


__.  pam 

Caiuaaai,  of  Kent,  and  Gatioii,  ariaing  out  of 
a  changB  in  the  phraaeoiog;  auQested  by  the 
former  gentleman. 

The  qaeation  recurred  on  Ibe  subalJIute  of  Mr. 

Hr.  Chambim,  of  Kent,  mored  t«  MRid  the 
aaid  lubatitule.  by  adding  the  word*  be  had  aug- 
geated  lo  Mr.  GauoH,)  as  follows: 

In  the  finl  line,  after  the  word  ■'raeancy,"  In- 


rt  tbe  wordi  "may  h«)pen, 
Tbe  aoiendmeot  of  Mr."~ 
e*S7,  was  agreed 


CHAiiaau,  by  aje(98, 
the  adoption  of  the 


The  quaation  recurred  ( 
(iibstitule  of  Mr.  OauoM. 

And  ilnai  adopted. 

And  the  section,  as  amended,  wu  adopted. 

Hr.  Thomas,  by  parmiaiion  of  the  ConTenlion, 
withdrew  the  amendment  offered  by  him  no  Sa- 
turday, the  8th  instant,  to  the  fifth  section  of  the 
report,  and  substituted  the  following: 

"Tbe  Stale  shall  be  divided  into  four  districls. 
Aliegsny,  Washiogloo,  Frederich,  Carroll  and 
Baltimore  counliea,  lo  be  the  finl)  St.  Mary's, 
Charlea,  Prince  George'*,  Anne  Aruodel,  How- 
ard end  Mnnlgomery  oountis*.  the  teoood;  Balti- 
more city  the  third;  Haribrd  and  the  eight  coun- 
liea on  ttie  Eastern  Shore,  the  fourth  district." 


Mr.  CBAMiias,  of  Kent,  gave  notice  of  hii  is- 
..niion  to  more  a  reooBsideration  of  the  iwen^ 
second  rule  for  tbe  purpoie  of  Inirodudng  the  fid- 
lowing  •oModcnent; 
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**WlMieTer  a  quMtion  ihall  haie  been  decided 
by  yeai  and  nays,  no  motion  to  reconsider  shall 
prevail,  unless  there  shall  be  cast  in  faTor  of  a 
recooaideration  a  larger  number  of  rotes  than 
those  of  the  majority  or  original  Tote.*' 

Mr.  BaowN  moved  that  the  Convention  take 
MP  Ibr  consideration  the  second  section  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  Executive  depart- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  making  it  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Thursday  next/' 

Pending  the  question  on  this  motion, 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  March  15th,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  GaAUFF. 

The  roll  of  the  members  was  called. 

There  was  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Pbklps  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
Convention. 

Five  members  having  8ustained,the  motion,(as 
required  by  the  rule,)  a  call  of  the  Convention 
was  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called. 

And  the  names  of  the  absentees  were  then  again 
called. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Chandlir  was  called. 

The  PasswcNT,  jm  lem.,  rose  and  stated  to 
theConventioo,  thathe  had  been  requested  by 
Mr.  Cbaitdlek,  to  inform  the  Convention,  that 
he  had  been  called  home  by  the  illness  of  a  mem- 
ber of  his  family. 

The  doorkeeper  was  sent  to  notify  the  absent 
members  to  attend;  and,  in  a  short  time,  he  re- 
turned and  stated,  through  the  PaasiDEKT,  pro 
tem.^  that  he  had  perform  his  duty. 

Subsequently  the  doors  were  locked,  and  the 
Sergeant-at-arms,  was  sent  to  bring  in  the  absent 
members. 

After  some  proceedings,  and  a  good  deal  of 
fun,  (do  quorum  having  Seen  obtained,) 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  Monday  morn- 
ing at  ten  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  March  17,  1851. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 

At  a  quarter  before  twelve  o'clock, 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  OaauFP. 

No  Quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  PnaLPS  rose  and  said,  it  was  intimated  by 
gentlemen  near  him,  that  a  quorum  was  in  the 
city.  By  calling  the  roll,  and  sending  the  door- 
keeper to  notify  such  members  as  might  be  in 
the  city  to  attend,  it  was  probable  that  the  atten- 
dance of  a  quorum  might  be  obtained. 

The  roll  was  accordingly  called. 


Thirty-four  mambera  ce^y  auwered  to  their 
names. 

Mr.  Phelps  moved  that  the  doorkeeper  be  not 
to  notifr  the  absent  members  to  attend. 

Mr.  Bowii.  Of  what  use  will  it  btf  Tkm 
is  no  quorum  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Pbblps.    I  oDderstood  there  waat  ^ 

Mr.  Bowu.  Oh.no!  Only  lour  or  five  sen- 
hers  came  down  hy  the  cars.  I  move,  (addrsM- 
iog  the  Secretary  m  the  absence  of  the  Piesidsat, 
fro.  lem.,)  that  this  Convention  (lo  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Shrivbe  moved  that  the  Dames  of  those 
present  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and  that  the 
StcasTAET  put  the  question  on  the  motion  to  ad> 
joum. 

The  SacBfTAaT  stated  the  question  to  beca 
the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Pbklps  asked  the  yeas  and  nayp,  wkiek 
after  some  conversation  on  a  point  of  order,  were 
taken,  and 

Were  yeas  18,  nays  25. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  adjotm. 

And,  the  motion  having  been  renewed  aod  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative, 

The  Convention  adjourned  until  to  leoifoa 
morning  at  ten  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  March  18, 1851. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Oaivpfn. 

Mr.  Warb  rose  and  moved,  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  PaisiDBinr  of  flie  ConTentaon,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  of  Baltimore  county  take  the  Chair. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Buchanan  thereupon  took  the  Chair. 

The  roll  of  the  members  was  called. 

Forty-seven  members  answered  to  their  nsmei. 

After  some  time,  fifty  members  were  reported 
to  be  present 

Not  a  quorum. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  there  were,  to  his  knowl- 
edge, other  members  of  the  Convention  in  the 
city  not  now  in  their  seats.  He  would,  theiefors, 
move  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  Convention. 

The  roll  was  called  and  a  quorum  was  asee^ 
tained  to  be  present 

THE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Bowie  rose  and  stated  that  a  letter  had 
been  received  from  General  Chapmav,  Presideat 
of  the  Convention,  stating  that  he  was  detamed 
from  the  Convention  by  a  serious  accident  It 
would,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  go  iota  tbs 
election  of  a  President,  yro  Urn,  Aod  he,  (Bfr. 
B.,)  moved  that  the  Convention  now  go  into  sa 
election. 

The  question  was  taken, 

And  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bowie  nominated  Mr.  Williams,  of  Som- 
erset. 

Mr.  Shri vER  nominated  Mr.  Bucbavav,  of  Bs^ 
timore  county,  (the  present  Chairman.) 
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Mr.  DiEicnov  enquired  whether  iny  motion 
lad  been  made  m  to  the  mode  by  which  the  elec- 
ion  sbonld  take  place — by  ballot  or  vtoa  voce  7 

The  CHAiaMAM  said  no  motion  had  been  made. 
>oes  the  gentleman  sabmit  any? 

Mr.  DiRicKSON.    I  have  none  to  make. 

Mr.  BowiK.  I  more  that  the  election  take 
ilmce  vita  voce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Slim  I  VCR  mored  that  the  Secretary  an- 
ounee  the  names  of  the  nominees,  (whicn  be- 
«  done,) 

Mr.  Shith  moTed  that  tellers  be  appointed  to 
imnt  the  rotes. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Phblpi  moTcd  that  the  tellers  be  appoint- 
d  by  the  Chair. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

The  CHAiRMiLW  appointed  th^  following  gen- 
emen  tellers  to  count  the  votes : 

Mr.  MiGRA.w,  of  Harford. 

Bfr.  Pbblps,  of  Dorchester. 

The  tellers  took  their  seats  and  the  Secretary 
roceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  Jenipke,  when  his  name  was  called,  re* 
imrked  that  it  wonld  give  him  pleasure  to  vote 
»r  Doctor  Williams,  but  as  the  Presidents,  pro 
m.  had  hitherto  been  taken  from  the  smaller 
lanties,  he  preferred  to  vote  on  the  present  oc- 
ision  Ibr  a  gentleman  from  one  of  the  upper 
jantiea,  and  should  therefore  vote  for  the  gen- 
emanfrom  Baltimore  county,  (Mr.  Buchanait.) 

The  roll  having  been  called  through, 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as  fol- 


Whole  number  of  votes,  fifty-three. 
Of  which  number — 

Mr.  Buchanan  received  thirty-four,  and  Mr. 
^ILUAHS,  nineteen. 

Bo  Mr.  BvcHANAir,  having  received  a  majority 
'  mil  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected 
asaniBirr,  pro.  tern. 

Whereupon,  the  Prbsidbnt,  pro,  iem.,  took  the 
lasr,  and,  after  a  brief  pause,  rose  and  address- 
I  the  Convention  as  follows: 

nUUmenqftke  ConvetUUm: 

I  acknowledge  with  deep  sensibility  the  honor 
Q  baye  conferred  upon  me,  in  calling  me  to 
minister  the  duties  of  this  Chair  durinz  the 
preited  absence  of  the  presiding  officer  of  your 
c^ee.  I  sp|Mk  with  unaffected  sincerity  when 
tay,  that  this  signal  mark  of  your  confidence 
d  reapect  was  not  less  merited,  than  unexi>ect- 
b j  me*  Yielding,  however,  to  no  man  in  a 
iro  patriotic  purpose  to  accomplish  the  great 
jaets  which  have  brought  us  together,  I  shall 
deaTor  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  station 
such  a  manner  as  may  best  promote  these  ob- 
ets  land  secure  their  final  consummation.  In 
is  earnest  and  honest  effort,  I  shall  rely  confi- 
iQtlj,  gentlemen,  on  your  forbearance  and 
pport. 

It  it  not  inappropriate  to  the  occasion  to  say, 
at  ainee  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
aoTention,  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  move 
I  harmoniously,  and  in  the  kindest  interchange 
fraternal  regard  with  all  its  members.  I  have 


had  but  one  aim— one  end— one  hope.  I  htTa 
known  no  party.  I  have  cast  from  me,  as  war 
worthy  and  polluted  things  in  such  an  assembly 
as  this,  all  party  considerations.  I  have  looked 
with  a  single  eye  to  the  honor  and  the  wel&re  of 
proud  old  Maryland— the  Shibboleth  of  our  poli- 
cy—the glorious  centre  of  all  oar  hopes  and  all 
our  i^ections!  I  have  endeavored  solely  and 
simply  to  secure  to  her  the  adoption  of  such  a 
Constitution,  as  her  enlightened  and  patriotic 
children  have  a  right  to  expect  at  our  hands.  Nor 
has  my  confidence  in  the  ultimate  realization  of 
that  result,  been  in  any  degree  shaken.  1  do 
conscientiously  believe,  that  notwithstanding  the 
portentous  clouds  which  have  at  times  darkened 
our  horizon,  there  exists  an  inflexible  determina- 
tion here  to  give  a  triumphant  issue  to  our  la- 
bors, by  the  formation  of  a  Constitution  which 
will  be  acceptable  to  the  people,  and  under 
whose  benignant  provisions  toe  State  may  rap- 
idly advance  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the  hi^ 
destiny  that  awaits  her. 

The  work  is  before  us.  Gentlemen,  let  ns  ac- 
complish it. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  last  and  of  yesterday, 
wei  e  then  severally  read  and  approved 

MOTIONS  to  aX-€ONSIDta. 

Mr.  Chambkrs,  in  pursuance  of  the  notiee  ha 
had  heretofore  given,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
twenty-second  rule  of  the  Convention,  for  the 
purpoee  of  introducing  the  following  amendment: 

**  whenever  a  question  shall  have  been  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  no  motion  to  re-oonsider  shall 
prevail,  unless  there  shall  be  cast  in  favor  of  a 
re-consideration  a  larger  number  of  votes  than 
those  of  the  majority  on  the  original  vote.^* 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  it  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  say  any  thing  in  favor  f^ 
this  change  of  the  rule.    Its  object  simply  was  to 

Srevent  a  thin  Convention  from  over-ruling  the 
ecision  of  a  Convention  more  full.    Common 
honesty,  it  seemed  to  him,  required  the  change* 

Mr.  McLanb  said,  he  was  sorry  he  could  not 
vote  in  favor  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers.)  It  might  lead  to  a 
vast  deal  of  embarrassment,  and  was  not  exactly 
in  place,  he  thought,  in  such  a  body  as  this.  Of 
all  bodies,  that  which  had  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  Constitution  should,  as  regard- 
ed votes  and  re-consideration  of  votes  upon  pro- 
KsiUons  which  might  from  time  to  time  ooaw 
fore  it,  be  as  ftee  as  possible. 

On  going  back  to  the  Convention  which 
formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  probably  there  could  be  no  better  model, 
either  as  regarded  the  instrument  itself,  or 
the  character  of  the  body  which  framed  it,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  constant  practice  was 
to  take  up  a  subject  to-day,  vote  upon  it,  lay  it 
aside,  take  op  another,  and,  after  considering 
that,  go  back  by  a  motion  to  reconsider  to  that 
subject  which  they  had  in  the  first  instance  par- 
tially disposed  of.  Such  was  the  practice  of 
that  body,  not  only  as  Teg!itd«^tKraaso\  yCx^Kv- 
ple«,  but  thfc^dt\wl\»  ol  iBM*\£n&.    to^  *^ 


a^Intcl^  oaceMuy  tb«t  it  iliDqld  b«  to.— 
Tb«  motion  of  Ibc  gentleman  froDi  Kent  (tj 
Clumberi)  would  very  mnch  deprive  tlie  Coi 
Tention  of  all  the  benefits  remit ing  from  incb 
practice.  So  far  u  hii  [Mr.  McL'i.]  knoft 
«d(a  exIeDded,  no  lacb  rule  u  the  EeDtleman 
mopoted  wu  to  be  found  in  my  delJbcratiTB  oi 
l^ii1t:ive  bod;,  unleii  perbapi  it  migbt  hive 
bean  in  lome  of  the  colonial  orproTioeUi  Lrg- 
ialatarea.  Tbe  onljr  diitinclion  in  relation  lo 
■Dolioni  to  reconiiilei  bad  been,  tbtt  (uch  a  mo- 
tion ibould  be  made  by  a  member  wbo  bad  vo. 
twl  with  tlia  majoritj;  and  Ihia  bad  been  a  auEli- 
cient  aacaritf  •caiait  anv  improper  uh  of  the 
power  to  reeoEWidar.  Tbii  Convention  bad  ia- 
Tied  that  rale,  became  it  had  found  it  requitite 
to  do  M  for  it!  own  aecarilj.  He  waa  willing 
to  go  back  to  tbe  original  vote,  *o  far  at  to  re- 
qoiie  that  moliooa  to  reconaider  aboald  be  made 
(y  mem  here  voting  with  the  majoritj;  but  be 
■w**  oppoaed  to  tke  adoptien  of  any  new  Tettric- 
tion  from  which  he  conceived  great  inconveni- 
ence might  reault.  Aed  Mr,  McL.  pot  a  caae 
in  illDatratioD. 

He  found  that  in  the  Convention  which 
framed  the  Conllitution  of  the  State  of  Maasa. 
ehoMtti  in  1830-21,  a  motion  had  been  maik' 
•imilar  to  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  [Mr. 
<%Kmberi.]  The  rule  waa  debated  bj  aonjp 
moat  eroioent  men;  and,  after  a  good  deal  oi 
diacDMion,  a  motion  waa  made  br  Mr.  Morton 
to  Btrike  ont  the  whole  rule,  aoo  inaeit  "one 
which  ahould  allow  ef  reconaideration,  when  bs 
manjr  membera  voted  for  it  aa  were  in  favor  of 
the  original  meaaure,  provided  they  were  a  ma- 
jority of  the  memberi  voting  op  tbe  question  ol 
tecou  aide  rati  on — notice  to  be  given — and  one  ri-- 
cenaideration  of  tbe  aame  queatiao  onlf  to  be 
allowed-"  Let  ua  aee  bow  Mr.  WetMler  li-eateil 
thepropoeition.  He  [Mr.  McL.]  read  from  page 
37,  of  the  debateaoflhe  Convention. 

"Mr.  Webfler  thought,  that  of  all  the  varioji 
impoaltions  which  the  occaaion  bad  elicited,  thai 
BOwbefMelbeConvention  waa  the  moet  extm- 
ordioaiy.  It  af^Ntared  to  him  to  be  in  maoy  ik- 
qweti  objectionable.  Jn  the  Srat  place,  what  i« 
neant  by  requiring  ni  many  volet  to  recnoaidet 
»  ttotioD,  aa  were  in  favor  of  the  original  meu- 
■utf  Suppoae  Ibe  qtteaUona  were  od  tbe  adop- 
tion of  an  Bawndmeal— avaryamall  number,  fur 
•(ample  five,  mirt<t  be  in  favor  of  it,  and  all  the 
nat  aniatt  H.  let,  in  ttaiacaae,bjthepropoat'd 
rule,  the  vote w««nece«arily  lobe  reconaidered. 
The  honorable  gentleman  had  drawn  hia  moli&n 
ait^Prmttni  votei  only  uould  be  recooaidereii, 
and  bat  made  no  proviaion  at  all  for  the  recon- 
aideration  of  imatwe  lotea.  Again,  according  lo 
Ibii  provition,  a  motion  for  reeonaideratioa  mlgiit 
be  made  and  discuaaed  for  a  week  ;  then  put  lo 
the  vote,  and  allhoiish  Barried  affirmatively  by  j 
Uajorily,  have  no  eAct,  and  be  declared  anullit; 
beeauae  the  majority  wai  not  large  enough. 

"ile  begEsd  leave  to  diaient  entirely,  and  moci 
widely,  from  alt  auch  mode«  of  proceeding.  All 
TtiloM  reipectiog  reconsideraiiona.  were  intendeij 


Mad  adopted  for  the  purpoae  cX 
dw  wbat  cirououtajMMt  ud  bj 


li^t  ba  lnK«fat  famri 
But  when  onee  brought  forward,  it  mut,  gf 
coune,  like  all  other  motiooa,  be  dacidad  In  a 
majority.  Nobody,  he  believed,  ever  balm 
heud  (tf  a  rule,  by  whioh  a  motiaii  to  raoMHidcr 
when  once  regularly  made,  waa  not  to  be  decil. 
ed  like  other  motiona.  It  mizbt  well  be  dod«ed 
whether  tbe  Cooventioo  couhrpreaeiibe  anynoh 
nilea;  nilea  by  which  anytbiiig,  non  than  a  ma- 
jority of  mamben  abouU  be  required  for  thi  de- 
ciiion  of  any  qoeition  regularljr  befoia  iL 

■■Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  aay,  it  waa  with 
nnwiUiogneaa  that  he  troubled  tbe  Coon 
again  on  Ihia  oceation,  but  he  would  indulga  Iha 
hope,  that  after  tbe  tttilure  of  to  nauy  atteaph 
to  qutli^  the  right  of  moving  to  raeonabler,  k 
any  mtiuier  acceptable  to  tbe  ConvMilion,  gaa- 
tlemen    would  be  mora  iocUDad    to  adapt  Ik 

■  limitalioo— the  reatriotioa  of  thei^te 

menbiMr    voting  with  the   m^ority.    Ho 

other  qnaliScation  waa  to  ainaple,  or  to  eatily  aa- 

deratood,   and   none  botter    aaenrad    Ibt  right 

agaiutt  abuae." 

Mr.  W.  then  went  on,  (ooDtimwd  Mr.  HcL,) 

advocate  the  adoptioD  of  the  gaDaral  tula,  ai 

■plied  in  moat  caaea — that  waa  to  taj,  tbtt  Ilia 

otioo  to  reconaider  tbould  b«  made  by  a  mta- 

ber  voting  with  the  majority. 

The  rule  propoaed  by  Hr.  Uortmi,  whitbna 
the  atme  at  that  now  oSerad  bj  tbe  gaathwia 
from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambert,)  waa  voted  dowa, 
without  even  the  form  of  a  divitaaai,  aad  aUi- 
mately  the  Convenlhm,  on  tba  motion  af  Mr. 
Webster,  adcnlad  preciwly  the  Tula  whieh  he, 
(Mr.  McL.,)  had  Indicated  al  the  oolaet  at  bit 
remarkai  that  waa,  limply  ra^uiritif  the  motioa 
to  be  made  bj  a  memtwr  volug  with  tbe  ma- 

'"e  had  bad  that  rule  here,  but  it  waachang- 
Heoonfesaed  tbtlbedetired  at  much  lati- 
tude ta  poaaible.  and  he  thought  that  toch  abe 
ahould  be  the  general  deaire  of  tbe  CoaiTealica. 
A  deeJalon  might  be  made  on  a  queatlMi  todtf, 
when  there  might  be  a  thin  attendasca.  It 
light  become  important  to  lia*e  Ilie  dedwai  of 

fill  Houae. 

They  were  acting  here  on  the  roimatioo  of  a 
Conatitution  which  waa  lo  endut«,  he  hoped,  ao 
longaBBllyof  thoaa,  wbo  asaiatnd  in  fiaiaiag  it 
might  exist.  And  it  waa  important  thai  evoy 
part  of  it  ahould  be  well  G<»aidered.  Ifania- 
Uke  was  made  todaf,  tba  Convaotioii  tboaU 
have  an  opportunity  without  anj  gratt  faraah^ 
to  go  tiack  to  the  propoaitioa  and  raeti^  that 
miatake.    When  the    Conventioa    cana    lo  tta 


jldhe  corrected. 

He  thought  that  the  gentleman  fntta  Kat 
(Mr.  Cbsmbers,^  would  not  obtain  hit  object  b; 
the  propoaition  he  bad  t^erei'-  He  tboopil<i> 
.imendment  wbicb  had  been  made  to  tbe  rak* 
[he  ntotiiMi  of  the  gentleman  from  Fredenek, 
...     «... . —    _    p>od  oi)»_    The  Coana- 


lioD  had  not  waited   time   nodar 

ihink  ihtt  there  need  be  any  a^uaheaaioe  (a 

thatricoic. 


«\ioiii,&  mfrikouV     tt.vN*^ua«|Kai  HJd  be  fait  ■ 


.dvaarf 


aofUButlwi,  u  veil  u  rarpriM,  *t  tba  opposi- 
tioD  to  the  prapoMd  cb«nEe  or  addition  to  the 
rale.  He  (iid  lupposed  if  an;  propoaltion  coold 
.  be  offired,  whicli  would  Tce«i«e  uoiverul  con- 
Mot,  it  wu  Ibij.  It  teemed  to  him  to  be  dicta- 
ted bj  the  plainest  piinciptet.  Dot  of  pi^roitT 
oolj,  but  of  coumOD  fiimeu  aad  proprietj. 
WhatnatitT  Whj  nothing  more  nor  len  than 
Ihia.lbat  afleca  m*joritT  had  deliberately  adop 
led  a  neuure,  It  ihauldDot  be  deftated  and  an- 
nuled  bj  a  miooritj.  He  thought  the  (airlj  ei- 
pnaeed  will  of  the  majoritj  ought  to  preTail.  li 
tbil  rapublican  docliine  «u  Bound  anj  where,  it 
cartaitJy  «u  bere  in  this  body.  He  muit  be 
permitted  to  »»j,  that  he  could  not  perceire  the 
acounBj  of  the  concluiiona  to  which  the  argu- 
ment of  the  cenUeman  from  Cecil,  had  conduc- 
ted him.  With  the  gentleman*!  argumeDt,  he 
found  DO  neceMitjr  to  battia,  but  hit,  (Mr.  C.*i,) 
perceplioni  mutt  be  itrangelj  oblique,  if  thej 
jintifled  the  reaultit  vhlcb  that  pntleman  had 
■rrired.  The  amimeol  wa>  that  in  a  body  like 
thia,  tbere  ihauld  tie  a  full  and  perfect  opportu- 


We  haTe  a  rale  granting  leaie  to  reconaider, 
Bore  liberal  and  of  broader  extent  than  erer  pre- 
Tailed,  *a  far  at  he  knew  and  belieTsd,  in  asj 
CoDTontlOD  or  legulati>e  bodj.  In  an^  Sta' 
tliM  Union.  It  allom  a  reconeideraLon  ti 
moTed,  at  any  period  of  the  waiion,  howerer  re* 
note  from  the  dajofthe  oriKinel  Tote,  bj  any 
individual,  whether  in  the  majority  or  minority. 
TbenDtleman  hadfounda  debate,  in  the  pra- 
eeadiDfa  of  the  Maiiachuietia  CoDTentioo  of 
1890,  on  thii  lubject  of  reeoniideralion,  andeup- 
poied  he  aho  found  then  a  propotilioa  like  Ihn, 
•nd  tliat  it  wai  rebuked  by  Mr.  Webiter.  Sir, 
ttiii  Mr.  C,  there  ia  not  more  diOereDce  between 
l^t  end  darkne«i,  thin  there  ii  between  that 
«MB  and  thii.  In  that  ciae,  a«  it  ii  read  by  the 
gNtlemao,  for  be  bad  not  leeii  it,  the  rule  pro- 
poaed  for  recoMideratioD  wae,  that  the  motion 
iDntt  be  made  od  the  wmc  or  the  n<zt  day  after 
the  vote  taken.  Here  itmay  bereconiidered  at 
utj  period  of  the  tesiiou.  The  rule  there  re- 
quir«d  a*  many  memben  of  the  CopTention  to  be 
preaent,  at  the  time  of  the  reeootideraUoo,  ai  at 
tbe  time  wben  the  original  rote  patM*.  In  our 
rule  DO  luch  requuement  ii  found. 

The  object  of  Mr.  Webiter  leemed  to  be,  at 
far  ai  he  ronld  collect  it  from  the  gantlaman'i 
reading,  to  have  the  lala  conform  to  the  rule 
which  obtain!  in  CongreM.  Where  the  motion 
to  reconaider  wa*  confined  to  tbe  aame  or  the 
next  day,  there  could  not  wall  be  aurpriee,  and 
that  wa!  what  he  wiahed  to  avoid.  The  aame 
member!  would  be  apt  to  be  preeent;  at  all 
evente  they  would  know  that  a  reconiideration 
might  be  moved  witliin  that  period,  and  after 
remainiogto  the  cloie  of  tbe  auceefding  day, 
would  be  aecnre  agiinat  aurpriae.  But  how  is 
it  here?  We  have  one  hundred  and  three  meoi- 
bet*.  They  may  all  be  present,  end  on  a  cod- 
teited  queation,  in  a  full  house  a  propoaition  ia 
carried,  and  an  article  of  the  Conetitntion  adop- 
ted, bj  a  vote  of  teventy-iiz  to  twentj-ieveii. 


ralioQ  of  three  months  aRer  this  vote,  there  are 
Gny-live  member*  attending;  a  cue  notimpoiai- 
bte,  becauae  it  hai  actoally  and  repeatedly  oe- 
corred.  One  of  the  twenty-seven  tnovea,  after 
a  day's  notice,  for  a  reconsideration,  and  it  il 
voted  for  by  twenty-seven  membeta,  then  being 
a  inajoritT,  and  the  vote  of  the  eeventy-eix  ie 
overuled  by  the  vote  of  twenty-aeven;  it  may 
be  the  aame  twenty- aeven,  who,  wben  the  booae 
wat  full,  conatituted  barely  a  fourth  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given.  Wis  thia  proper? 
Was  it  contiatent  with  fair  dealing?  Wa«  there 
anything  in  tbe  Haaaachuselta  Convention,  or 
any  other  Convention  like  it?  He  thought  not. 
But,  aay*  the  gentleman,  we  may  expect  a  full 
Convention  wben  e  final  vote  on  a  propoaition 
ia  to  be  taken.  What  aecority  have  we  for  thia? 
Nay,  what  reaionable  expectation  have  we?  We 
have  taken  final  vntea,  and  most  important  voles; 
we  have  waited  and  postpoaed  from  time  to 
time,  but  have  we  had  a  full  bouae?  The  jour- 
nal woaid  eadly  contradict  any  each  statement. 
We  all  knew  that  memben  were  contiooally 
absent,  attending  to  their  professional  and  do- 
and  the  prolonged  s 


beabsenL  He  bad  no  motives,  personal  01 
lilieal,  to  gratify,  tie  was  in  his  chair  all  day, 
every  day.  Hii  particular  view*  were  aa  little 
likely  to  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  existing 
state  of  the  rule,  ai  those  of  any  other  individ- 
ual. Hie  sole  object  vrei  to  secure  the  Conven- 
tion against  the  effects  of  excited  feeling,  which 
might  lead  an  accidental  majority,  to  yield  to 
other  inflneneeathan  snch  as  prudence  and  sotiod 
discretion  would  soggcst,  and  do  what  wai 
wrong  in  iteelf 

HIa  amendment  only  applied  to  votes  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  (always  the  index  of  a  Axed  pur- 
pose,] btkI  simply  protected  such  a  vote  from  a 
reversal  by  a  tmaller  number  of  volet,  at  any 
sabsequent  time. 


handed  to  him  from  Mr.  McLine,]  and  ineisted 
that  Mr.  Webster  had  not  said  one  word  In  op- 
poeition  to  tbe  views  which  be.  [Mr.  C.,]  had  ad- 
vocated. The  stat«  of  the  rule  there,  doee  not 
make  it  a  ea*e  of  resemblaiiee  or  eomparuon  in 
the  particular  to  which  hit  ameodnent  applied. 
Mr.  Webater's  rule  waa,  on  the  contrary,  deci- 
dedly more  ttringent  than  oora  would  be  after  tile 
amendment  thould  be  added  to  it. 

He  alluded  to  tbe  various  inatancea  of  motiiina 
for  reconsideration — and  the  extended  dtscuasionB 
which  hare  been  had  since  the  prsseDlatioa  of 
tbe  first  report — tbe  report  from  the  committee 
on  the  elective  franchise — end  to  tbe  small  num- 
ber of  attending  memben,  to  show  the  danger  of 
reconsidering  with  a  thin  House. 

He  WIS  B  thorough-bred  republican,  at  leaat 
in  one  rvapeoL  He  thought  a  deeision  of  the 
majority,  faiilj  eipresaed,  ought  to  prevail  and 
Bol  be  Mhjeet  to  nverval  by  a  iubee«iuent  vote 
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Qf  the  minority.    He  had,  therefore,  thought  it  Mr.  McLavb  eontioued.    He  thoui^t  thitif 

best  to  guard  against  this  danger ;  but,  if  a  ma-  the  gentleman  would  look  to  the  Madiaootin 

ofrity  (H  the  Confention  choae  to  authorise  such  papers,  or  to  anj  other  authority  profeasing  to 

a  state  of  things,  be  it  so.    He  could  submit  with  give  the  proceedings  of  the  CooTentioa,  be  would 

as  good  grace  as  other  folks.    He  could  not,  and  that  all  these  strict  parliameotarj  rules  wcrs 

however,  belieTe  it  would  add  much  unction  to  dispensed  with.    He  did  not  mean  to  aaj  that 

their  work— the  new  Ck)nstitution.    He  repeated  there  were  no  written  rules.    He  meant  to  say, 

liis  surprise  at  the  opposition,  the  more  particu-  that  no  question  was  disposed  of  at  any  one  time, 

Jarly,  because,  when  he  gave  notice  of  his  inten-  until  the  Convention  came  to  take  the  rote  on  the 

tion  to  move  it,  he  thought  there  were  manifes-  close  of  the  whole  question, 

tations  of  approbation  from  all  parts  of  the  Hall.  In  relation  to  the  evil  spoken  of  bj  the  geatk- 

Mr.  McLank  said,  that  the  tone  rather  than  ^^^  [^m  Kent— the  rkht  of  a  minority  to  eop- 

the  substance  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  *'?\  "*?  majority— he,  [Mr.  McL.,j  did  not  differ 

from  Kent,  (Mr.  Chambers,)  induced  him.  (Mr.  ^»^.  ^^^  gentleman.    But  he  wished  that  tbe 

McL.,)  to  trespass  a  few  moments  longer  upon  8pntl«mw»  would  carry  the  principle  a  little  fln^ 

the  time  of  the  Convention.    He  had  not  sUted.  ">«r  into  graver  matters,  raUier  than  into  mere 

nor  insinuated,  that  the  learned  genUeman  had  matters  affecting  the  rules  ofproceeding  In  U» 

found  a  precedent  for  his  motion  in  the  proceed-  body— that  he  would  agree  to  fortnaConsUtotha 

ings  of  any  previous  Conventions  which  bad  been  "P<>«  »  ^asis  by  which  the  m^ority,  and  not  the 

held.    He.  (Mr.  McL.,)   was  sure  that  the  gen-  minority,  should  have  the  control  of  the  Govera- 

tleman  could  not  find  a  case  in  which  a  motion  ""•"^    He,  [Mr.  McL.,]  could  not,  tberelbn, 

had  been  successfully  made  to  engraft  such  a  dissent  from  the  vww  exnreMed  by  the  gentlemiB 

provision  on  the  rules  of  proceeding.    The  gen-  ^?,  ""  R^'**^-    ™,  [Mr.  McL.,1  meant  to  say 

Ueman  was  entitled  to  the  merit  of  anori^nal  ^^^'  "^  the  genUeman  was  afraid  of  the  role  s» 

invention;  and  he,  (Mr.  McL..)  freely  conceded  >'  J^^^  ^^» '?}  ^im  go  back  to  Mr.  Webater^ 

that  merit  to  him.    It  was  true  that  a  proposi-  "*!«  "^  P^^ide  that  a  re-consideraUou  shall 

tion  identical,  as  he  understood,  with  this  had  omjT  be  moved  by  a  member  ToUpg;  in  the  nt- 

been  introduced  into  the  Massachusetts  Convcn-  J?"^J^-^  ^^^^  he,  [Mr.  McL.,]  objected  to,  wm 

tion.  and  had  been  deemed  so  objectionable  on  H!'^'    .^  *  ^?I*  had  been  Uken,  no  matter  hew 

all  sides  as  to  have  been  voted  down  without  a  "^®  opmionsof  gentlemen  might  hare  changed, 

division.    If,  thcieforc,  the  gentleman  from  Kent,  P^  matter  how  epgioiwly  they  might  haje  ened 

[Mr.  Chambers,]  had  seen  the  notice  of  such  a  »"  ^«  decision  they  had  made,  tbev  ooUld  not  p 

proposition  in  the  Convention  of  Massachusetts,  back  and  rectify  the  error,  unleaa  Uiere  were  the 

and  was  aware  of  the  fate  to  which  it  was  con-  •*'^«.  "umber  of  memben  here  who  TOted  hi  lbs 

signed,  he  must  have  had  some  courage  undoubl-  first  instance.                                       i    *.      ^ 

«dly  to  introduce  such  a  propositioa  here,  with  ^^^-  CHAMBEas  went  into  an  examinatimi  of 

any  expectation  that  it  would  be  successful.  ^?®  proceedmgs  in  the  Massachusetta  Oooveih 

Surely  he.  (Mr.  McL..)  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  '[o»»  msisUng  on  the  marked  difference  between 

the  gentleman  obtained  his  proposition  from  the  ^bat  case  and  the  one  now  before  this  Hoote; 

Massachusetts  or  any  other  Convention.    What  and  that  nothing  said  by  Mr.   Webster,  wasia- 

he  had  said  was,  that  such  a  rule  never  had,  so  J^"^^  ^  ^P^  "*«   prmciple    now    propoeed. 

far  as  his  knowledge  extended,  been  adopted  in  -^be  first  amendment  propoeed  to  the  Manacfao- 

any  legislative  body  or  Convention— unless  a  pre-  JJtU  rule,  was  by  Mr.  Bliss,  "that  no  rote  of  the 

cedent  might  be  found  in  the  provincial  legisla-  "'^"^«  »i»<>"Jd  ^^  reconsidered,  except  on  motin 

tures— a  source  to  which  he  thought  very  few  ?t/)ne  of  the  majority."    It  wm  objected  that 

would  be  disposed  at  this  day  to  go  for  parliamen-  this  "would  preclude  any  one  who  was  absent, 

tary  rules,  or  rules  relating  to  the  freedom  of  de-  ST  °  .  ."^^A  ^°if,»  ["""  moving  a  reeonsideratuNi.'' 

bate,  or  of  action.  To  ihw  Mr.  Webster  replied,  "it  was  proper  it 

-,    .    J     -       ...          .,          »    *u    r^  should  operate   m   that   manner.'*    "No   one 

He  had  referred  the  gentleman  to  the  Convcn-  ^^^^  be  absent,  flattering  himself  he  might  n». 

tion  which  formed  the  ^onstitution  of  the  United  ^^dy  any  mischief  by  mof  ing  a  reconaideratloD.^ 

8Utes,  where  it  would  be  found  that  the  right  of  .^He  wisLd  every  sibject  t5  be  thoroiighly  di«- 

rensonsideration    and  the  practice  were  alike  cussed,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  done  aoo^ing  to 

"^'                     ,.               ,  .   .           .,  the  rules  of  legislative  bodies.**    "Every  aaett- 

Some  convewation  passed  between  Messrs.  ,,er  conversant  with  the  proceedings  of  deUbera- 

Chambers,  of  Kent,  and  McLake;  afler  which  ^^^^  assemblies,  must  have  observed  the  incoave- 

Mr.  McLane  resumed  his  remarks.     He  meant  nience  from  the  practice  of  frequently  reconsid- 

to  say.  that  the  practice  of  the  Convention  which  erini;  votes  which  have  been  pasaed.'* 

formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  The  rule  was  subsequently  reported  in  such  a 

uniform,  in    daily    goiug   back,  for  purposes  of  form  as  to  require  as  nutny  numbtrt  tf  tlu  Cvih 

re-consideration,  to  questions  which  had  been  vention  to  be  present  when  a  reconsideration  is 

passed  upon.  voted  for,  as  were  presen  t  when  the  original  vote 

Mr.  Bowie,  [in  his  seat.]    Without  limitation  passed.     Was  that  what  is  now  proposed  herer 

as  to  time  ?  Not  at  all— nothing  lilie  it.    What  was  the  ob- 

Mr.  McLane.     Without  limitation  as  to  time,  jection  there.^    Hear  it:    *'The  House  is  now 

so  far  as  1  know.  very    numerous — gentiemen    would    be   froai 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent.    We  will  have  the  inevitable  accident  called  home,  and  the  mem- 

aiiikoritj  here,  so  that  we  may  be  certain.  bers   of  the  House  regularly  atoeaaing.    It 


:«bypnTeDt  a  ncoiuidentioa,  though  ' 
irerj  mucb  Itrgar  Uiin  that  b;  which  ' 
tl  Tola  wu  urtied,  were  re*d;  and 
>  KcoDlidcr. 

hii  which  oecMianedlbe  itrong  rsmarh 
trnam.  A  rule  wu  then  propnaed  "!□ 
re-eons idcnlioD,  whsa  u  minj  mrm- 
I  for  it  u  were  in  faToi  of  the  original 
proTided,  thay  were  a  majority  o[  the 
ratiog  on  the  re-conaideralion — no  lice  lo 
ind  oae  re-«ODtidenlion  only  to  be  al- 

feeU  in  this  rule  ■*  aUled  by  Mr.  Web- 

which  induced  him  to  declare  it  the 
mordinsry  of  allpropMlliontaubmitied, 
■Dgit  oihen,  that  on  a  queetion  of  adop- 
tmendment  to  the  Cotittitutian  "a  rery 
mber,  for  eiample  fire,  might  be  in 
I  and  all  Ibe  reit  agaiuit  it,  yel  in  thii 
be  propoaed  rule,  the  lote  nai  ntciua- 

re-coDiideted."  Again  he  uid  :  "the 
tipoted  wai  drawn  aa  if  o^irinaliM  f otei 
d  be  re-coniidered."  Did  Ibeie  objec- 
r.  C.  uiied,  did  either  of  tbent  apply 
loit  certainly  not  An  equal  number  of 
need  not  be  preaaot,  an  affirmaliTe  or  a 
irete  may  be  re-eoniidered,  utd  he  would 
l^arily  will  have  its  deciiion  enroiead. 
lad  been  quoted  iVom  Mr.  Webtter,  wa» 
ilation  to  the  particular  rule  there  du^ 
He  waa  for  reilricliag  the  right  ofi  re- 
ition,  greatly  more  than  it  would  be  re> 
ly  our  rule,  with  the  amendment  now  be> 

The  language  on  page  36 — too  lone 
laige — will  be  found  to  design  any  thing 
nmendation  on  the  facililiea  of  [e-con~ 
n.  But  we weienotlentogcopethrough 
tent  lo  find  Mr.  WebaUr's  Tiewi,  Af- 
Mding  in  conrincing  the  MaiaachuMlti' 
on  of  the  correotneia  of  hii  tiewt,  ht 
d  Ibem  in  a  condensed  fo,^  in  the  abapt- 

in  the  following  words— to  be  found  oi, 
— "wben  a  motion  baa  been  made  am! 
In  the  affirmative  or  negative,  il  ahall  bi 
'  for  any  member  of  the  majority,  tii 
■  a  re-consideration  thereof,  on  Ihe  satDt- 
Mding  day."  And  on  page  30,  this  rule 
|ited,l>y  a  Tote  of  two  hundred  and  liflj 
hundred  and  twenty.  This  la  piecieely 
qf  Congreaa,  which  we  have  thought  i[ 
I  proper,  greatly  to  enlarge.  Tbia  rule, 
t  once  be  seen,  reitiicts  the  right  to  re  - 

greatly  more  than  the  rule  here  wouKl 
I  wben  amended  as  now  propoted.  Hi 
that,  howeier,  in  the  Grat  remarlii  he  had 
ilhout  the  book  to  consult,  he  had  mis 
■ome  of  the  remarks  there  used,  he  haiJ 
ly  latisGed  the  Conrentlon  thai  he  wa- 
oringa  meaiure  which  would  malcea  re- 
ation  more  difficult  than  Mr.  Webster's 

«iilleiiien  from  Cecil  does  not  deny  or 
lo  remedy  the  erils  against  which  thi 
iaa  it  directed,  but  niU  tiia  ""~-i';~ 


oi/tbe  ground  of  its  "noveliy."  Why  eartainly 
ilisnoTsl.  And  why  no*eP  Simply  for  tbs 
reason  that  the  existing  rule  ia  novel,  entireiy 
r.ovel,  not  known  or  adopted  in  any  Contention 
or  legislature,  whoM  history  is  known  to  ua.  And 
waa  it  not '  of  course,"  that  modiBcitioni  of  this 
"noTel"  rule  must  be  "noiel"  also.  He  did  not 
>-iippose  thai  in  tbia  presence,  Ihe  argument  pet 
■!,  thai  a  measure  was  novel,  ihould  condemn  il. 
The  gentleman  had  referred  to  llie  rule  said  lo 
I «  adopted  in  Ihe  Conrpntlon  which  formed  the 
i:onatitution  of  the  Uniicd  Staloa.  No  other 
evidence  had  been  furnished  of  the  exialence  of 
any  such  rule,  except  uhat  was  sard  of  it  by  one 
of  the  members  in  the  coune  of  debute  io  Maisa- 
chuaelta.  He  could  i^ol,  ofcoune.  admit  ordeny 
ichat  waa  the  character  or  purport  of  a  rule  of 
«hic)i  neither  he  or  ihe  gentlvmati  were  inform- 
.d.  So  much  for  the  proposed  elleralion  of  tho 
rule,  about  which  he  cared  but  little,  but  wished 
.1  understood. 

The  gentleman  from  Cecil  had  com  merited  on 
his,  (Mr.  C.'i,}  profeHion  of  republicanism,  in- 
limating  a  want  of  consistency  in  not  carrying 
I  iiut  the  principle  of  "the  right  o(  a  ma- 
I  iorilj  to  rule."  He  did  undentand  Ihe  allusioo, 
not  lieing  aware  he  had  on  any  occaaion  here  ad- 
,  tocated  Ihe  doctrine  that  a  minority  should  con- 
ln>l  the  majority.  He  had  expecled  the  majorilj 
ofthii  ConvenLon  to  make  the  new  Constitution.. 
He  held  they  were  bound  lo  do  to,  and  he,  for 
one,  wai  ready  and  conatanLly  had  been,  to  em- 
ploy himself  in  Ihia  duty.  He  wai  eiery  hourot 
sTory  day  in  his  chair,  and  intended  an  to  be,  to- 
ihe  ii^Iect  of  other  ui^nt  and  important  duties, 
Lo  accomplish  this  very  purpose.  It  was  ittj 
true  that  those  who  were  so  loud  in  their  de- 
,  mandi  for  reform,  cannot  now  determine  amongit 
Lhemselves,  what  is  the  reform  needed.  That 
was  no  fault  ol'his,  nor  should  the  fault  be  at  hi» 
door,  if  no  Conititution  was  made.  He  waa  aU 
ways  ready  lo  vole,  and  if  out-ro Jid  to  submit. 

He  waa  not,  therefore,  to  be  impeached  by 
anything  he  had  dona  here  when  he  claimed  to 
be  a  republican.  He  waa  one — one  of  the  old 
stamp— had  been  >o  all  the  daya  of  hia  life.  The 
firat  political  apeecb  he  ever  made,  the  firat  vote 
he  erer  gave,  were  made  and  given  in  and  for 
that  achool,  and  there  he  bad  reraainei!  in  it  to 
this  day.  This  was  dating,  perhaps,  beyond 
some  gentleman  who  had  attached  ihemaelves 
to  later  achoota  of  republicanism,  and  which,  be. 
cause  later,  were  of  eauiae  improveTnenla^  at 
Ihe  book.makera  say  of  Iheir  new  editions,  "re- 
vised, corrected  and  improved."  These  new 
editions  Bometimei  command  a  higher  price,  but 
Ihey  do  not  always  contain  belter  nailer.  He 
was  a  republican  in  nothing  mare  Sternly  than 
in  the  doctrine,  Ihat  in  every  quesl>on  properly 
for  decision,  a  majority  thou  id  govern. 

Mr.  Bbeht,  of  Baltimore  city,  said  Ihat  much 
I  time  bad,  undoubtedly,  been  consumed  in  deci- 
ding questions  of  recons id e ration,  but  still  more 
time,  he  thought,  had  been  connumed  in  recon- 
sidering the  rules  of  the  Convention,  because,  no 
sooner  was  one  set  of  rules  adopted,  tl\iu\'Vi.4*& 
'imnediately  nwlb]  KnK{uiBft\ikn«DiiaA&«E.  ''An 


(ban|hl,  howeTsr,  that  the  great  etil  wu  not  in 
tbe  rule*,  but  in  a  difficultj  wbicb  (he  amend- 
hmtiI  ot  Ihe  gentleman  from  Kent,  (Mr.  Cbui- 
Baai,)  did  not  propose  to  remedy. 

Mr.  B,  here  referred  to  Ibe  habit  of  eentle- 
men  to  read  ttie  newipapen  when  the  oebatea 
were  going  on,  thus  not  iuteaing  to  what  mighl 
be  uid.  [Several  j:enlleinee  roie  and  auelttd 
their  ability  to  read  ibe  newipapera  and  listen,  at  ' 
tbe  lame  lime,  to  eTerjlhiDg  that  wai  aa<d.]  , 

Mr.  BaiKT  continued.  AM  he  could  aay  then, 
was,  thai  gentleoien  liad  a  finer  capaciij  tkaa  be 
pouesaed. 

Mr.  B.  tbea  referred  to  Ihe  caie  of  the  thir- 
teenth aeclion  of  tbe  executive  report,  which  had 
been  reconsidered!  and  in  whicii,  after  the  re- 
consideration, on  the  motion  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ecnl,  [Mr.  Chambers,]  the  propoeiUon  had 
been  realored  just  as  it  sJjod  before.  The  reiuit 
was,  that  Ihe  same  mischief  wbb  left  in  the  new 
Conitiiution  which  wu  found  in  tbe  old  one. 
He  referred  to  the  propmitioQ  which  allowed  the 
Ooveroor  to  make  lemporar;  appointments  dur- 
ing the  recess  where  itivj  were  not  cases  of  va- 
cancj.  There  wis  Che  case  of  an  original  pro- 
poailioo  passed  for  want  of  proper  attention.  It 
was  reconsidered,  and  then  restored  as  it  stood 
before.    Unless  the  Convention  oould   enforce 

Entlemen  to  attend  to  what  was  going  on — to 
ep  the  current  of  the  debate  and  thus  enable 
tbenuelTea  to  vote  understand! aglj — no  rule 
would  prevent  the  consumption  of  lime  in  mo- 
tions to  reconsider. 

Whst  was  the  propoiitioD  of  the  ReDtleman 
from  Kent,  [Mr.  Chambers]  ?  That  ^e  majori- 
ty must  govern.  The  rule  was  a  vetr  gooaone 
for  the  Convention,  but  would  not  do  for  the 
people.  Gentlemen  were  not  willing  to  applj 
II  to  the  people.  He  nould  like  to  aee  gentle- 
men consistent — these  Jeffetsonian  republicans, 
who  tverc  born  in  the  doctrines  of  tbe  Jefferao- 
nian  school — he  would  like  to  see  them  cur;  out 
tbeae  principles,  as  he,  (Mr.  B.,)  did,  among 
Ihe  people.  Did  Jefferson  sanction  the  doctrine 
th&t  the  minorily  of  Ihe  people  were  to  gavem? 
He  would  like  to  see  the  gentleman  oarry  out 
the  doctrines  of  that  eminent  man  in  all  leapeclt. 
ined  the  nropoaition  of  Mr. 


of  its  edect.  and  bi 
adopted.  Membej 
tion,  from 


s,[M, 


Bs.,]  understanding 
J  Miat  it  ought  not  to  t>B 
ight  from  better  infcnna. 
'iction  of  the  error 


of  their  decision,  change  (heir  .. 

to  reconsider  the  decision  (he)'  bad  made.    Thej 

should  not   be  deprived   of  the  opportunUj  to 


published  bereaftei. 

Mr.  FaaisTuiH  said: 

Thai  he  should  not  enter  upon  any  of  these 
Dice  distinctions  which  had  been  drawn  on  either 
aide  in  the  course  of  (his  debate.  He  did  not 
know  that  it  was  important  to  the  settlement  of 
this  ijuedtion,  whether  the  proposition  had  been 
suslamed,  or  voted  down  in  the  Convention  of 
Massachusetts,  or  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Ktat,  (Mi.  Chamben,)  bad  aduntd  mondniB- 


1}  to  tbe  JeBarMoiaB  tnck  than  the  geotlewa 
from  Cecil,  (Mr.  McUne,)  or  tha  genllaaaa 
from  Baltimore  city,  (Mr.  Brent,)  or  wbatbet, 
when  Ibe  jgenlleman  from  Kent  brooght  focwari 
bis  amendment,  (th>m  the  moat  honeat  BotivM 
at  be,  [Mr.  P.,]didnotdo^bt,)tha«lRN■t■mBIi- 
mouB  sentiment  of  the  Conventioii  was  in  taiw 
of  iU  adoption.  He  did  not  know  bow  Uw  |w- 
tleman  had  arrived  at  that  cooeluaioo. 

Mr.  Chiiuiks,  of  Kent.  Bv  &  |eDenl  es- 
clamition.    I  heard  at  least  a  dozen  voieet  ety 

Mr.  PacanMAHiOODltoiibg.iaid,  thalhe  nh 
in  the  Convention  at  Ihe  lime  the  BOtioa  waant* 
en,  and  no  aaeh  exclamation!  bad  reaebeau 
ear.  He  bad  no  doubt  that  ibe  geotlaBaawM 
sincere  and  honest  in  hi*  contae — that  he  bdhv- 
ed  that  the  existioc  rule  had  worked  umAitt, 
and  that  bis  amendment  would  work  good. 

He,  [Mr  P.,]  desired  to  call  tbe  allealiea  ef 
tbe  ConTentioD  to  the  plab,  practical  IttL 
There  were  now  upon  the  Journal,  prapoaitkas 
which  had  passed  bj  Immeose  majoritiaa,  sa  to 
which  motions  of  reconsideratioa  had  baan  ial»- 
mated,  and  which,  if  not  reoonaidsred,  aighl,  la 
the  opinion  of  some  kenUemen  Uad  to  ageol 
deal  of  harm. 

In  this  cooneclhM,  Mr.  P.  cited  tba  eMStr 
tbe  single  provision  abolisfainf  ImfirlinnimnHif 
debt,  where  tbe  naked  prlncipla  had  bean  idofl- 
ed,  wilhoDt  auv  of  tttMe  oontiDting  ptoviriow 
which,  in  thejudgmenl  of  toiaa  g«ntleB*a,ega)l 
alone  obviate  the  niinoua  eBbota  whieb  woold  ■•■ 
suit  from  its  adoption.  Thai  pitwoaitita  bid 
passed  bj  an  affirmative  vote  or  aixly-iva 
against  a  neplive  vols  of  aome  S*a  oi  aiz.  TIn 
was  one  prominent  meaauie  in  TMpeet  U  wUet 
a  motion  to  reconsider  was  petidiiig.  Tlatnw- 
lion  had  been  indicated  bj  the  geallBmaa  &«■ 
Kent,  (Mr.  Chamben.} 

It  was  to  be  twme  in  mind  that,  allboodi  tla 
gentleman  from  Kent  had,  no  doubt,  is  ha  el« 
the  future  and  not  the  past  procaedii^of  at 
Convention,  jet,  as  the  gent 
(Mr.  McUnc,)  had  stated,  It  ^ 
Kent,(Mr.  Chambers,)  was  not  ^re  ainiDC  kt 
the  restoration  of  the  rule  as  it  arigioalij  sbiad. 
If  the  gentleman's  projjoaition  had  sought  nenlj 
to  restore  ttie  rule  which  piotided  that  no  MM- 
ber  should  move  a  reconsideratioa,  eseaft  hs 
bad  voted  with  the  msjorit;,  b«,  (Mr.  PJ 
could  see  some  good  reiaon  lor  It. 

But  the  gentleman  propoeed  an  entirelj  di■a^ 
enl  thing.  He  had  gone,  in  his,  [Mr.  P^J  jolr 
■nent  one  step  too  far,  and  bad  lubmilted  a  pee- 
position,  the  effect  of  which,  would  be  to  itki, 
rather  than  faeilitale  the  busineat  oftbaCnataa- 
tion.  He  did  notbelieve  that  Uugenltaaaadi- 
sired  any  such  result. 

He,  [Mr.  P.,]  thought  that  a  majority  oftkl 
Convention  might  be  witling  to  restore  ^oM 
rule;  but  this  was  entirely  a  new  propcaitna  fo 
which  Ihe  gentleman  had  not  been  able  to  m- 
dace  B  single  precedent  in  any  )e(;iaUtira  bady. 

He,  [Mr.  P.,)  was  one  of  ihoae   wbo  wan  b 
favor  oi'lhe  application  of  Ihe  inr  liiiui  nuwti* 
He  hoped  it  would  be  freely  used.    It  wMati 
time,  (D  tbe  power  of  Uw 


iljuaad.    ItwaaatW 
CoomitiMtoiairii. 


baTore 

Eritntly  •zlended,  lo  anable  [he 
■•nbert  to  gire  rd  mtallipat  Tota. 

Some  furUicr  cemarki  were  mula  bj  Mnsn. 
Cbakmm  *Dd  PkBHTHAH  which  wUlba  pilbii:lb- 
•dherMfUr. 

Ur.  Bkcht,  of  BBltimore  oitj,  uid,  thkt  v/hcn 
be  called  atlcDtion  lo  tbe  (act  uat  bat  ftw  mFin- 
b«n  were  listening— Bltbaugb  it  appeared  to  be 
Um  caM  that  boidb  were  liateoinc  ,irno  arare,  at 
the  aame  lime,  mdinK  newipapen — it  wml  wilh 
JMUDkiiid  motiiea,  lod  was  intended  *a  no  re- 
flection upon  any  mBmbaror  tbe  ConTeniion. 
(>D  the  eoDltmrj,  it  waa  intended  aa  a  abang 
illUBtmioa  of  tbe  e*il  to  wbich  ha  had  referred. 

Mx.  B.  proeeadad  to  illuiirale  hii  objeclioii  to 
tbe  anendBaol  propoeed,  bj  anppoaiog  that  one 
hundred  and  three  memben,  being  the  whole 
■tUBbar,  abould  be  preaeol,  and  that  Ibaj  abould 
be  Ki  aqaallj  divided  ihat  fifljr-two  tbould  be  in 
fiTor  of  tha  propnitian  aod  fiftj-one  agaiaai  il. 
]f  one  of  the  fiflj-two  abould  ahange  bit  opinion 
•nd  deaira  a  reMaiitteration,  tiwre  would  be  bui 
fidj-lwo  deriring  (be  recoDaidnralioD  ;  and  in- 
quired whathar  it  waa  juatand  proper  that  the 
■najoritj  ihuuld  not  have  the  rigliE,  u  Ibat  con-' 
tincenej,  lo  rcconiider. 

Hr.CBaiiBaaa.  of  Kant,  Mid,  that  aa  that  waa 
*  poaaible,  ibou^h  not  a  verjr  probable  eaia,  he 
woold  loodifj  hia  prapoaiiion  ao  aa  lo  allow  *n 
«qaal  number  of  Totea  to  reconaider. 

Hr.  BitaMT  proceeded  to  ahow  lliat  with  a  less 
number,  the  atme  thing  might  bappea.  There 
beiofaistj-one  member*  preaent,  fc>r  eunipie, 
if  l^ar  thirlj-one  were  in  feror  of  a  propo^ii- 
tioD  and  thirt;  againit  i(;  and  if  to-morrow  one 
of  them  abould  change,  there  would  itill  be  bui 
thirtj-one  in  favor  of  a  reconiideralioo.  He 
wu  in  faior  of  the  rule  recommended  by  all 
parliBmenlary  aiperience,  and  had  no  doubt  that 
tbe  aoaendment  wm  carried  inconeideratalj. 

Mr  HcLiHE,  or  Cecil,  wiahed  to  place  him- 
m1(  righli  not  feeling  that  juatice  had  beea  dose 
to  bis  argumeDt  bj  Itaa  geutlemaa  froio  Kent. 
When  he  bsd  riien  Ibis  morning  to  iniempl  tbe 
hBrmonj  of  the  majority,  by  whom  the  genilB* 
man  from  Kant  leamed  to  suppoae  that  be  wm 
•Mpporled,  he  had  not  the  leaat  conceptioa  wheth- 
«r  were  was  a  majority  for  or  againtt  the  propo- 
sition. It  wai  not  bis  cuatom  to  reflect  wbeiher 
in  any  piopoailian  he  thought  it  lo  be  hb  duty 
to  make,  he  abould  be  tuitainiid  by  the  majority, 
or  abould  be  found  in  the  minorilr.  He  arote 
fbr  tbe  purpose  of  eiprening  bis  views  upon  tha 
queation  before  tbe  Hoime ;  and,  having  done 
tbal.  be  was  cotileiit  to  leave  tha  quaeUon  with 
tbe  Convention.  The  gejitleman  frooi  Kent  hud 
freally  the  advantage  of  him,  if  lie  deemed  it  an 
•id*aatage,  in  atirting  much  earlier  in  tbe  career 
of  Jofienonian  republican.  They  bad  atarlcd 
veij  wide  apart,  and  if  he  were  lo  judge  from 
what  ha  bad  seen,  they  were  likely  lo  and  jii!,t 
ai  far  apart  ■•  when  they  itotted.  Either  one 
or  the  otber  had  totally  miitthen  tbe  JeOteaoni- 
aa  policy ;  and  tbey  must  raiaiin  iba  antipodes 
af  aacb  other  in  Mmct  to  that  pelicT  Tliey 
Mamed  to  be  upon  diOeroBt  raW  of  a  elteb,  and 
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their  diaUnee  aeauad  lo  ba  widening  aa  they  go. 
When  thaj  oome  to  leap  off  from  tbat  circle  to 
the  great  ooean  bsvood,  whatever  their  lot  mi^t 
be,  be  auapeelad  ibat  neitlter  would  be  nucli  in- 
clined to  diapute  aboul  JeiTeraoDian  politics. 
Tbej  would  have  otber  carea  to  engroas  tbeic  at* 
teatian. 

Tbe  gentlanmi  had  miaeoriceivad  hit  argn- 
ment,  and  bad  not  done  justice  lo  Ihe  aulbori- 
Uaa  be  (Mr.  McL.)  had  cited.  He  bad  not  spo- 
ken of  the  rule  aa  it  now  ttood.  He  had  conce- 
ded tbat  the  rule  waa  an  improper  one.  lie 
thought  il  prudent  and  wiae  to  go  back  to  the 
oiiginal  rale — tbe  nniversal  rule  of  every  perli- 
amantary  body'-and  to  require  tbe  motion  lore- 
eonaider  te  be  made  by  a  member  who  voled  in 
ibe  majority.  His  objection  w««  to  the  modr 
orcorreetiog  tbe  evil.  He  would  now  proceed 
[0  call  the  sltention  of  the  Convention  to  tbe 
rule  proposed  in  Masatcbusetts. 

The  rule  reported  by  the  committee,  in  the 
^ancbnaelta  Convention,  was  aa  follows: 

"Cfo  motion  for  tbe  recooaideration  of  any 
vote  shall  be  lualained,  unleaa  made  on  tbe  day 
on  which  SDcb  Tole  peases,  and  a  return  of  the 
Convention  be  then  made  and  entered  on  the 
joarnal,  when  tlie  queation  was  not  taken  by 
yen  and  naya;  every  such  motion  •ball  lie  on 
the  table  one  day  before  it  ahall  be  taken  up  for 
coDaidaretion,  and  abalt  not  be  taken  up.  unleaa 
tf  many  membera  are  prraent  in  Convention,  aa 
were  present  when  such  vote  paiaed,  and  not 
more  than  one  motion  for  tbe  reconaideration  of 
anyone  question  aball  be  aualained. 

Tbe  record  shows  tbat  Mr.  Danua  moved  to 
strike  out  a  clause  requiring  the  aame  number 
of  membera  to  ha  preaenl  when  the  motion  for 
reconaideretion  >'  aa  austained,  aa  were  present 
onpaasing  Ibe  original  vote.  He  considered  Ibe 
rule  too  strict,  and  referred  lo  the  Convenlion 
which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  which  the  right  of  reconaidereliOD  waa 
eKereiaed  with  the  grealeat  Ireedon.  .Mr,  Sib- 
ley thought  it  wonld  be  impossible  aver  to  re- 
eansider  a  motion,  if  this  rule  prevailed.  It 
would  be  in  the  power  of  peraons  opposed  to  re- 
eonaideralion,  to  keep  out  of  the  taonae,  and  in 
thai  way  to  gain  Ibeir  object.  ARer  a  long  dia- 
cuaaion.  the  reatriclion  waa  voled  down;  and 
ilien  Mr.  Morton  made  the  motion  to  amend 
"bystrikinE  out  the  whole  rale  and  inserting 
one  which  abould  allow  of  reconsideration  when 
as  many  members  voted  for  it  aa  were  in  favor 
oflbe  original  meeaun,  provided  they  wares 
majority  of  tbe  raembere  voting  on  the  question 
of  reeonai deration — notice  to  be  given,  atld  one 
reconaideration  oflbe  aame  question  only    lo  be 

The  proposition,  aa  originallj  introduced,  has 
beea  more  alringeDt  ihsn  Mr.  Morton*!  nmend- 
mmt,  ainee  it  had  required  a  majority.  Il  was 
now,  however,  placed  upon  the  same  principle 
with  that  amendment,  reouiring  only  an  equality 
ofvotaaupun  tbe  neoosiileration,  with  the  num- 
ber originally  in  favorof  Ihe  Tqpesure. 

Mr.  CnaKaau  aumated  that  tbena  wu  «ti.V^ 
tUadUanaeei  OnH  btt  wan  vm.^ia&tidmk  ^>»v^ 
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a  reconsideration  as  often  as  the  ConTention 
might  choose,  whereas  the  ameodment  mo?ed  by 
l^r.  Morton  in  the  Massachusetts  Convention, 
authorized  a  reconsideration  once  only. 

Mr.  McLane  replied  that  he  did  not  object  to 
that,  but  to  the  number  required  for  reconsidera- 
tion. The  two  rules  were  identical  in  that  re- 
apect,  and  the  present  amendment  was  open  to  all 
the  objections  talieo  to  the  other.  Mr.  Webster, 
in  speaifing  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Morton,  said  that  he  **thought,  of  all  the  various 
pr  positions  which  the  occasion  had  elicited, 
that  DOW  before  the  Convention  was  the  most  ex- 
traordinary. It  appeared  to  him  to  be  in  many 
respects  objectionable.  In  the  first  place,  what 
is  meant  by  requiring  as  many  votes  to  reconsider 
a  motion,  as  were  in  favor  of  the  original  mea- 
aure?  Suppose  the  question  were  on  the  adop- 
tion of  an  amendment^a  very  small  number,  for 
example,  five,  might  be  in  favor  of  it,  and  all  the 
rest  against  it.  Yet  this  case,  by  the  proposed 
rule,  the  vote  was  necessarily  to  be  reconsidered. 
Toe  honorable  gentleman  had  drawn  his  motion, 
as  if  juffirmative  votes  only  could  be  reconsidered 
and  nad  made  no  provision  at  all  for  the  recon- 
aideration  of  negative  votes.  Again,  according 
to  this  provision,  a  motion  for  reconsideration, 
mi^ht  be  made  and  discussed  for  a  week  ;  then 
put  to  the  vote,  and  alihough  carried  affirmatively 
by  a  majority,  have  no  effect,  and  be  declared  a 
nullity  (because  the  majority  was  not  large  enough 
He  begged  leave  to  dissent  entirely  and  most 
widely  from  all  such  modes  of  proceeding.  A I 
rules  respecting  reconsideration,  were  intended 
and  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  un- 
der what  circumstances,  and  by  whom  a  m6tion 
for  reconsideration  might  be  brought  forward. 
But  when  once  brought  forward,  it  must  of  course, 
like  all  other  motions,  be  decided  by  a  major- 
ity. Nobody,  he  believed,  ever  before  heard  of 
a  rule  by  which  a  motion  to  reconsider,  when 
once  regularly  made,  was  not  to  be  decided  like 
other  motion^,  li  mi?ht  well  be  doubted  whether 
the  Convention  could  prescribe  any  such  rules — 
rules  by  which  any  thing,  more  than  a  majority 
of  members,  would  be  required  for  the  decision 
of  any  question  regularly  before  it." 

Such  was  the  language  of  Mr.  Webster  in  the 
Massachusetts  Convention,  upon  a  question  iden- 
tical with  that  now  under  consideration.  By 
making  the  change  proposed,  infinite  confusion 
would  result,  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  back 
and  reconsider,  with  no  matter  how  strong  mf>- 
tives,  without  rescinding  the  rule.  It  wns  tying 
up  the  bands  of  the  Convention,  and  placing  a 
matter  oupe  decided  upon,  beyond  their  reach. 
He  did  not  question  the  evil  efiects  of  the  rule  as 
it  now  stood;  but  he  disapproved  of  the  remedy 
proposed.  He  would  adopt  Mr.  Webster's  sug- 
gestion, and  re-enact  the  rule  which  was  orginal- 
ly  adopted  by  the  Convention,  rescinding  the 
amendment  by  which  a  member  voting  lu  the 
minority  was  allowed  to  move  to  reconsider.  He 
considered  this  one  of  the  most  important  rules 
of  the  body;  and  especially  important  as  it  was 
their  purpose  and  object  lo  frame  a  Constitution 
to  endure  for  many  years  unchanged;  and  not 
merely  to  Icgislatb — their  acts  and  the  mischiev- 


ous effects  resulting  from  them  being  capable  of 
easy  correction.  He  could  not  give  the  amend- 
ment his  approbation. 

Mr.  Bowie  said,  that  it  seeVned  to  him  that  one 
of  two  things  ought  to  be  done;  either  to  go  back 
to  the  original  rule  which  required  that  a  mem- 
ber voting  in  the  majority  should  move  a  re-coo- 
sideration;  or  to  adopt  tome  such  provision  as 
that  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kent  His 
own  opinion  was  that  the  better  way  would  be  to 
adopt  the  original  rule  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee on  rules.  He  was  not  present  when  the 
motion  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Fred- 
erick to  amend  the  rules,  by  allowing  a  mem- 
ber who  voted  in  the  minority  to  move  a  re- 
consideration if  he  had  been  present,  he  wouM 
have  opposed  it;  foreseeing  that  it  would  lead  to 
irreparable  mischief.  The  whole  evils  which 
had  occurred,  grew  entirely  out  of  that  nils. 
There  was  aome  restraint  upon  the  power  of  re- 
consideration as  long  as  it  was  confined  to  those 
voting  in  the  majority;  but  the  very  moment  any 
member  was  allowed,  whether  voting  in  the  ma- 
jority or  in  the  minority,  to  move  a  rt  considera- 
tion, all  restriction  was  abandoned,  and  all  the 
evilq  resulted,  to  which  allusion  bad  bc^n  made. 
What  on  one  day  was  decided  by  a  large  maj*  ri- 
ty  of  the  members  of  the  Convention,  might  be 
overthrown  the  next  day  by  a  mere  minority. 

He  professed  to  be  a  reformer.  He  was  as 
anxious  as  any  gentleman  in  the  Convention,  to 
see  great  questions  of  reform  carried  in  this  body. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  those  measures  jeoparded 
by  a  minority  vote  of  the  House.  The  effect  of 
the  rule  as  it  stood  was  undoubtedly  to  allows 
minority  to  undo  what  the  majority  bad  done. 
No  matter  how  wholesome  and  iudicious  the  law 
or  regulation  of  reform  might  be,  which  should 
befadopted  by  the  majority,  if  the  friends  of  the 
reform  would  chance  to  be  absent,  on  another 
day,  the  ami* reformers  could  repeal  it.  The 
Convention  ought  to  be  guarded  and  to  take  care 
not  to  allow  any  rule  to  place  it  in  that  position. 
This  was  the  effect  of  the  rule  established  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Frederick;  as 
it  allowed  a  gentleman  voting  in  the  minority  to 
move  a  reconsideration.  It  was  not  probable 
that  a  reconsideration  could  take  place  without 
sufficient  grounds  under  the  old  rule;  which  was 
that  prevailing  in  all  deliberative  bodies  in  all  (be 
States  of  the  Union,  everywhere,  except  in  the 
Reform  Convention  of  Maryland.  He  would 
undertake  to  say  that  there  was  no  deliberatife 
body  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  where  such  a 
rule  had  been  adopted  for  a  moment.  Beli«vinf 
that  the  true  plan  was  to  go  back  to  the  original 
rule,  he  would  propose  as  a  subbtiiute,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kent,  [Mr.  Chambers,]  wouki  ac- 
cept it,  the  following  resolution: 

^^ Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  rule  as  allows 
a  member  voting  in  the  minority  to  move  a  re- 
consideration of  the  question,  shall  t>e  and  the 
same  is  hereby  rescinded." 

Mr.  JknIfkr  considered  the  question  too  simple 
to  require  a  prolonged  discussion.  It  was  wheth- 
er a  minority  should  be  allowed  to  adopt  or  re- 
ject measures  which  had  previously  been  decice4 
to  the  contrary  by  a  lai^er   rote.    It  had  beea 


varj  cletrly  pointed  out  that  Ibe  nile  would  al- 
low 1  small  proponioD  ot  the  ConTcnlioa  when 
il  happened  (o  be  thin,  io  roene  the  aclion  nr  3 
Tcrj  lar^  and  overwhelming  majorilj,  end  thus, 
tbal  mejorilj  mitht  be  taken  b;  iurptiie. 

The  genlleaian  frofti  Baltimore  cilr,  (Mr. 
Brent,)  ackna  ml  edged  thai  he  had  miiunderstumt 
tha  rule,  and  was  correcied.  He  m  launders  to.  i<1 
il  Bgain,  and  nai  again  coi reeled,  tie  had  bteji 
leminded  of  the  familiar  sajfag — 


one  tn  move  a  reeonsldertlion.wliohfld  not  voted 
in  the  majorilj.  -Much  mlMhief  had  already 
been  done,  by  allowing  the  minerity  Id  ovemile 
what  the  najoriij  had  dons,  and  thii  propoailion 
«■■  (0  Ko  back  Io  the  orieinal  question. 

Mr.  PfliLFs  raited  the  quesiion  of  order, 
nheiher  Ihii  amendment  could  be  introduced 
wiLhaul  one  day's  notice,  the  amendment  pro- 
posing to  change  another  rule  from  that  under 


la  of  the ^ 


D  still." 


The  gentleman  from  Ballimore  city  had  uid, 
that  there  nere  no  precedents  Tor  this.  Th«re 
wai  the  best  of  all  precedents,  in  the  Terj  ncl 
about  to  be  adopted  in  the  Constitution,  that  il 
should  require  a  majority  of  all  the  membtr-R 
elected  lonach  branch  of  the  legislature,  to  piiss 
any  law  which  with  a  rica  toe*  vote  on  all  qur-- 
tions  of  iinporlancB  would  greatly  restrain  tlir 
loose  and  neglected  manner  in  which  many  Wv.^ 
had  heretofuTo  been  passed. 

Hehnpedna  arlicleof  ihe  new   Conslitutinn 


The  object  of  that  rule  was  lo  prevent 
notily  from  adopting  a  bill  and  passing  il.  Thjl 
wisnot  the  case  wilh  the  Convention.  A  que^- 
lion  might  be  considered  and  fully  discussed,  nn'l 
might  he  diiided  upon  in  the  mornmg,  and  lilnr 
in  ilie  day,  when  bul  fiftj-two  were  present,  the 
same  measures  miglit  he  over-ruled.  Ho  would 
nol  pretend  [osny.or  to  intimate,  thattheie  was  a 
f  ingle  member  rifiho  Convention  who  would  inlen. 
lionally  lahe  advantage  of  ruch  circnmatancE>; 
but  ihe  Conreniion  should  place  iLielfina  pu.i. 
tion  90  as  not  to  be  subject  to  this  continual  va. 
ciltation.  In  regard  to  the  idea  that  tlie  Conven- 
tion would  be  lyini;  up  their  hands,  and  have  no 
opportunity  to  discuu  the  measdres,  the  simple 
motion  tu  reconsider  would  open  the  whole  qui-s. 
tion  todebote.  If  t!ie  motion  to  reconsider  thoulij 
be  grounded  upon  coneiterallone  which  ought  i.i 
hue  weight,  it  would  always  be  in  Ihe  power  cf 
members,  to  bring  those  ac^ men ta  before  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  Bowie  would  very  cheerflillj  go  for  Die 
rule  proposed  by  the  j^enlleman  fium  Kent,  (&1  r 
Chambers  )  bul  that  it  vioUtei.  a  fundamental 
principle  which  he  could  not  disregard.  He  held 
that  a  quotum,  being  a  majority  of  the  body,  had 
a  right  to  pass  any  law  Ihey  pleased.  A  mn-jo. 
lily  in  any  legislative  body,  ought  always  lo  pre- 
vail. But  the  rule  of  the  gentleman  from  Kent, 
required  something  besides  a  majority.  AlthouRli 
there  might  be  a  decided  moj«rity  in  favor  of 
recnnt.ideraliun,  yet  if  that  majority  nss  nol 
equal  to  and  did  nol  exceed  that  which  passed 
the  measure,  the  motion  to  reconsider  wsuld  be  . 
lost.  He  was  utti-rly  opposed  to  such  an  innoca- ' 
lion  upon  the  ureal  cardinal  principle,  ibat  Ihi: 
majot  ily  should  rule, and  he  believed  the  innovatluri 
would  be  fraught  with  dangers  and  wilh  ii^SnifL 
mischief.  To  get  rid  of  all  thb,  he  propoeed  to 
go  back  to  the  orij^oal  ,rules,  so  u  lo  ulow    no- 


Mr.  BowiG  remarked  that  the  notice  bavini; 
been  given  to  the  Convention,  that  the  rules 
would  be  considered  to-day,  the  House  bad  jurts- 
dieiion  over  the  whole  subJecL 

Mr.  CHAuatas  said  that  to  obviale  the  neces- 
sity of  discussing  a  question  of  order,  he  would 
;siaiethalhe  should  decline  under  any  circum- 
'  stances,  to  accept  Ihe  propotition,  one  eontin- 
'  gency  existing  as  at  present.  That  ponion  of 
,  the  rule  with  which  gentlemen  were  dissatisfied, 
bad  been  adopted  at  Ihe  •uggenlion  of  a  distin- 
'  giiished  gentleman  from  Frederirii,  not  now  in 
I  bis  HiDt,  (Mr.  Thomas.)  He  should  be  very  un- 
j  willing  to  have  the  rule  rescinded  in  the  sbsence 
j  of  that  gentleman.  There  was  no  such  pressir^ 
I  necessity  as  to  require  action  upon  it,  in  the  ab< 
I  senra  at  the  gentleman  who  had  suggested  it. 

To  meet  the  case  which  had  been  shown  to  tie 
I  pDiaiMe,  that  there  would  be  69  upon  one  aide 
and  51  upon  the  other,  and  but  one  member 
should  change  fail  opinion,  he  had  modified   his 

Cropoiition  so  that  whenever  a  question  should 
sve  been  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  no  motion 
10  reconsider  should  prevail  unless  there  should 
be  cast  in  favor  of  ihc  reconsideralion,  a  number 
of  volet  at  least  equal  to  the  number  of  vatet 
given  by  the  majorily  on  the  original  question. 

He  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  allowing 
the  questiiiQ  of  a  change  in  the  rule,  lieunlil  the 
arrival  of  the  gentleman  from  rredetick,  when 
il  would  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon. 

Mr.  GwiMu  moved  Ihe  previous  question. 

Mr.  Chahbehs  moved  that  Ihe  whole  subject 
lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  GwiHN  thereupon  withdrew  the  call  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  laying  upon 
the  lable,  it  was  agreed  to — ayes  38;  noes  nol 
CDUnied, 

Mr.  DoatCT  ro*«  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  an  amendment  t« 
the  17lh  rule— it  beingthe  rule  which  authorised 
the  call  for  Ihe  previous  queaiion.  He  said  that 
he  had  noticed  much  inconvenience  resulting 
f>»m  Ihe  manner  in  which  the  rule  was  tr-ade  lo 
operate.  Many  members  after  making  speeches, 
were  in  the  habit,  wilhoul  ellowinK  'tl  opportu- 
nity to  reply  to  theiT  argumenli,  of  moving  the 
previous  question.  His  amendment,  if  adopted, 
would  prevent  this. 

Mr.  D,  read  his  amendment  aa  follows: 

"Bat  no  member  who  ha*  disensaed  any  sub- 
ject before  Ihe  Convention,  shall  be  peimilled 
10  move  the  previous  question  thereon,  until  at 
least  two  or  more  member*  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  the  mover  of  the  Qreviou 


Mr.  WaiQBt  pfMratnl  a  ptiition  of  nudrjp 
eilizeM  of  th«  SMlc,  praying  tl»t  prorUioo  m 
nwdfl  in  the  oaw  ConttitDtion,  Ibat  thi  firivjlen 

not  b«  granted  (o  any  paraoo  in  any  Mit  of  iha 
State  or  city,  except  tbe  •ameahaUfintbaaane- 
tioned  or  appro*ed  by  a  majority  of  tb«  TOtan 
in  the  county,  election  diitnct  or  mrd  whttc 
theaaneii  to  beaold; 

Which  waa  read,  and 

RBferrgd  to  the  leEeet  eDWcaitteB  already  ap- 
pointed on  that  tubject. 

Mr.  H[c»  gave  notice  tliat  on  to-tnoirow  ha 
ihould  more  loreconiideilheTote  of  the  Con- 
vention on  the  reaolntion  adopted  in  relation  to 
digpeniing  with  the  lerTicei  of  certain  comnnit 
tee  eletks. 

Mr.  CaiSFi^LD,  from  the  minority  of  tba  com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  aobmitted  foltowiDg 


Sko.  1.  There  itiall  be  a  Court  of  Appeals, 
which  ahall  have,  uae  and  exerciwalland every 
the  powen,  anthoritiei  and  juriidictioni  of  the 

esiiling  Court  of  AppeaU,  and  *uch  additiotMl 
power,  lulhority  and  juriadielion  ai  mtj  be 
conferred  by  ihii  Conititution,  and  lawi  made 
ponuant  thereto;  and  iti  jodgmentt  ihall  be 
finat  and  coneluaice  in  all  CMei  whatever. 

Stc.  S.  The  Court  of  AppealK  ihall  bold 
aeeaion  at  Ibe  seat  of  Governn.ent,  at  lewt  twice 
in  every  year,  or  oftener,  if  required  by  law;  no 
judgment  of  reveriat  sball  be  renderad,  except 
with  the  concurrence  of  at  leut  three  of  tlie 
judges  Ihereofj  and  In  every  caM  decided,  an 
opinion  in  writinjc  iihall  lie  filed,  and  provision 
shall  be  made  by  law,  for  pubtisiiing  reportt  of 
caaes  argued  and  deiennined  in  the  naid  court. 

Ste.3.  TheJudKMoflhepreientCourtor Ap- 
peals, shall  be  Judges  of  lbs  Court  of  Appeale 
hereby  established ;  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
during  good  behaviour,  and  subject  to  removal 
ai  now  provided ;  and  they  shall  have  and  be  en- 
titled to  receice,at  staled  periods,  the  eataries 
hereinafter  provided,  which  shall  not  be  dimin- 
ished, during  tbeir  conlinnance  in  office;  and 
from  and  after  the  period,  when  the  number  of 
said  Judges  shall  be  redoced  to  four,  by  death, 
resignation  or  removal,  the  Court  of  Appeal* 
shall  be  composed  of  one  chief  judgs,  who  shall 
be  St  jled  chief  justice  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland, 


and  three  associate  judgei 

Sec.  4-  The  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeali 
be  appointed  in  pursusnce  hereof,  ahall  be  e 


■ens  of  the  Cnited  Stales,  and  shall  have  resided 
in  this  State  at  least  five  years  next  before  the 
lime  of  tbeir  rBBpectiva  appointments,  and  shall 
continue  to  reside  herein,  while  they  act  m 
Judges;  rbej  shall  be  eelected  from  among  those 
who  are  most  distinguished  for  integrity,  wisdom 
and  Bound  legal  knowledge,  and  appointed  by  Ihe 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  or 
the  Senate ;  and  shall  hold  their  offices  during: 
good  behavior,  removable  for  misbehavior,  on 
conviction  in  a  court  of  law,  or  shall  be  removed. 
bf  the  Governor,  upon  tbe  adtbesa  at  tlu  G«Dr 
enJ_Attembly!  pttnridid,  tint  twtHthMi  <4  ^* 


members  of  etch  Houseconeurin  sueb  iddren; 
and  sbsll  each,  at  sUled  times,  receive  for  their 
services  n  lalair  of  twenty-two  bondred  doUaia 
pn  annum,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  dnrilg 

the  time  of  their  contin nance  in  office. 

Sic.  5.  There  ihnll  be  t  clerk  of  the  Codrl  of 
Appeals,  and  he  shall  b«  appnintad  by  tbe  judna 
of  the  said  court;  be  ^all  be  a  ciliscn  of  the 
Tnitrd  SiatM  and  ihall  have  retided  in  this  State 
at  least  live  yeara  next  before  tbe  time  of  hii  ap- 
pointment ;  and  shall  bold  his  office  for  the  tera 
of  seven  jenia,  and  until  bis  auceesaoc  shall  be 
appointed  and  qualtPf,  and  ha  shall  qualify  in  lbs 
mannrr,  perform  the  duties,  and  be  entitled  to 
the  fees  of  the  clerks  of  the  aaid  court  on  Ibe 
Eatternund  Western  Shares,  until  other  wise  pre- 
vidcd  by  law. 

Sre.  G.  This  Slate  shall  be  divided  into  eight 
judicial  di<tricls,  in  manner  and  form  followi[«, 
to  wii :  St.  Mary's, Charles  and  Prince  George's 
counties,  <<)ittll  b«  the  Grat  district;  Anne  AniD- 
dei,  fjon-srtl,  Calvert  and  Honttomerv  countiei, 
■thall  be  Ilia  second  district;  Frederick  and  Csr- 
roll  cr>iinlia<i,  shall  be  the  thiril  district;  Wssh- 
'  inj^lon  nnd  Allegany  counl>ea  shall  be  the  fourth 
distriru  Baltimore  city  shall  be  the  GfthdisUict; 
Baltimore,  Harford  and  Ceeil  counties,  shall  be 
the  iti):th  district:  Kent,  Qoeen  Anne's,  Talbot 
and  Caroline  couuliea,  shall  be  tbe  seventh  dis- 
trict; nnd  Dorobuter,  Somerset  and  Worcestir 
counties  shall  be  tbe  eighth  district ;  and  Iheta 
shall  be  iMioinled  a^  bereinafler  directed,  one 
person,  hu.viiig  the  qualifications  hereinafter  pie- 
scribed,  for  each  of  tbe  aaid  judicial  diitricb, 
except  iho  fifth,  to  be  judge  thereof;  the  said 
judgo9  shall  be  styled  district  judges,  and  shell 
re5pectite)y  hold  a  term  of  their  courts  at  least 
twice  in  eacb  year  Or  oftener,  if  required  by  law, 
in  each  coiinty,  composing  their  respective  dis- 
tricts ;  and  tbe  Said  courts  shall  be  called  district 
coiirti  for  county  in  which  it  may  be  helil ;  and 
shall  have,  hold  and  exercise,  in  the  several  coun- 
ties of  this  Slate,  all  and  tvery,  the  powen,  su- 
ihoriiies  afld  jurisdictions  which  the  county 
courts  of  Ihts  State  now  have,  hold  and  exercise, 
or  which  shall  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  laws 
made  pursuant  to  this  constitution ;  and  the  uii 
judges  in  their  reapective  districls,  shall  have, 
use  and  exercise  all  Ibe  powen.  authoiitiei  sod 
Jurisdiction  which  the  Cbancellor  of  Maryland, 
as  a  jud^c  in  equity  now  has,  U!«s  and  exercises, 
and  the  said  Judges  shall  also  be  judges  of  the 
Orphans'  courts  of  Ibe  several  counties,  oompos- 
ing  their  respective  districts  and  shall  have,  hold 
and  ciciciso,  all  and  every,  the  powers,  auihori- 
lirs  and  jiiriadiotion  whidi  the  Orphans'  oouits 
nf  this  SlBt«  now  have,  bold  and  exercise,  or 
which  here>fter  may  be  comerred  by  law. 

Src.  7-  There  shall  be  appointed  as  hereinafter 
provided,  four  persons  baviog  tbe  requisite  quili- 
ficaiiona,  for  the  fifib  judicisl  district,  to  be 
Judges  thereof;  who  may  sit  jointly  or  separ- 
atelj  as  Iho  exijtencies  of  business  may  lequite; 
ai>d  the  s:iid  judges  iball  be  itjied  district  judges, 
and  3hall  hold  a  termof  iheircourt  at  least  twice 
in  each  )ear,aDd  oftener  if  required  by  law;  and 
the  taid  court  shall .  be  called  tbe  diacrict  cMitt 
1^  ^:wc\^.^(/9l)ti(■0n,wd  ahall  ban,  hoU 
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and  exercise  in  the  said  district,  all  and  every, 
the  powers,  authorities  and  jurisdictions,  whioh 
Baltimore  county  court,  sitting  for  said  city,  Bal- 
timore city  court,  and  the  Chancellor  of  Mary- 
land, as  a  judge  in  equity,  now  have,  hold   and 


House  shall  concur  in  such  address;  and  the  said 
jiidges  shall  each  receive  a  salary  of  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  the  same  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  the  time  of  their  con- 
tinuance in  office;  and  no  judge  of  any  court  ill 


exercise  therein  ;  and  the  said  judp;es  shall  also  this  State  who  has  a  salary  fixed  by  law  shall  re- 
be  judges  of  the  Orphans'  court  for  Baltimore  ceive  anv  perquisite,  fee  or  reward  in  addition 
city,  and  have,  hold  and  exercise,  all  and  every,  thereto,  for  the  performance  of  any  judicial  duty, 
the  powers,  authorities  and  jurisdictions  apper-  See.  II.  If  from  sickness  or  any  other  unavoid- 
taining  and  belonging  to  the  said  Orphans*  court  able  cause,  any  of  the  district  judges  shall  be  un- 
withinsaid  city;  and  the  number  of  judeesautho-  i»hle  to  hold  the  regular  term  ot  his  court,  his 
rized  by  this  section  may  be  increased  by  law,  place  may  he  supplied  by  a  judge  from  another 
when  such  increase  shall  be  required  for  the  dis-  district  to  be  selected  by  the  Governor,  or  by  a 
patch  of  business  in  the  said  district,  and  such  person  of  integrity  and  sound  legal  knowledge, 
additional  judges  shall  have  the  same  powers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  at  may  be 
authorities  and  jurijulictions  in  all  rvspecto  as  are  provided  by  law;  and  such  judge,  or  the  perKm  so 
conferred  by  this  section  on  the  judges  directed  appointed,  shall  have  and  exercise  for  the  time* 
to  be  appointed ;  and  the  Legislature  may  estab-  being,  the  same  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction, 
lish  within  the  city  of  Baltimore,  a  court  of  lim-  as  the  judge  whose  place  is  thus  supplied,  and 
ited  criminal  jurisdiction  for  the  trial  of  offences  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  may  be  pro- 
not  punished  capitolly,  which  may  be  committed  'ided  by  law;  and  if  any  district  judge  shall  be 
in  the  said  city;  define  its  powers  and  prescribe  interested  in  nny  cause  pending  in  any  court  of 
the  number,  tenure,  mode  of  appointment,  and  which  he  is  judge,  he  shall  not  sit  in  the  same, 
compensation  of  the  jud(jcs  thereof,  which  shall  but  upon  a  suggestion  in  writing  of  the  interest 
be  paid  by  the  city  of  Baltimore.  of  the  judge,  verified  by  affidavit,  the  said  cause 

See,  8.  The  Judges  of  the  District  Court  shall  *hall  be  transferred  to  some  county  of  an  adjoin- 
rcspcctively  hold  at  least  two  terms  in  the  city  ing  judicial  district,  to  be  heard  and  determined, 
of  Baltimore,  and  in  each  countv  comprising  the  or  the  same  proceedings  may  be  had  as  are  pro- 
judicial  district  as  courts  of  law,  at  least  two  vJ<*«<*  for  in  the  case  of  the  sickness  of  a  judge; 
terms,  for  the  transaction  of  Equity  bu«iness  an<d  the  Le^lMature  shall  provide  rules  to  carry 
within  an  intermediate  day  for  the  return  of  pro-  this  section  lAto  efl'ect. 

cess  :  and  at  least  four  sessions  of  the  Orphans*  See.  12.  No  suit  shall  be  commenced  in,  or  re- 
court  in  each  county;  or  oftener,  if  required  by  moved  from  any  court  to  the  court  of  chancery 
laifT.  in  this  State,  after  official  notice  shall  have  been 

See.  9.  The  General  Aseembly  may,  by  law,  gi^en  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  by  the 
not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution,  establish  people  of  this  State;  but  ill  causes  which  maybe 
and  define  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  this  pending  in  the  said  court  at  the  time  of  the  said 
State,  prescribe  rules  of  practice,  and  the  course  notice  shall  be  proceeded  with  in  the  said  court, 
of  business  therein;  and  determine  the  number  and  determined  according  to  the  usual  course  of 
of  terms  of  said  courts,  and  the  time  and  place  of  business  therein;  provided  the  same  can  be  done 
holding  the  same  ;  but  no  law  shall  be  passed  to  in  five  years  from  the  time  aforesaid;  and  at  the 
confer  original  jurisdiction  in  any  case  what  expiraUon  of  five  years  from  the  lime  of  the  gtv-  . 
ever,  on  the  court  of  Appeals,  or  to  require  said  ing  of  the  said  notice,  the  said  court  and  the  of- 
court  to  sit  elsewhere  than  at  the  seat  of  govern-  fice  of  Chancellor,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  abol- 
ment;  or  to  give  Justices  ©f  the  Peace  jurisdic-  whed.  If  a  vacancy  shall  occur  within  the  pe- 
tion  in  any  case,  when  the  matter  or  thing  in  riod  aforesaid,  in  office  of  Chancellor,  or  of  Re- 
controversy  exceeds  one  hundred  dollars  in  value;  giater  in  Chancery,  successors  to  them  respec- 
aod  all  laws  regulating  and  determining  the  jurb-  tively  shall  be  appointed  as  now  nrovided  for,  to 
diction  of  the  Courts  or  Justices  of  the  Peace;  serve  for  the  unexpired  portion  or  said  term,  who 
and  for  the  administration  of  justice,  shall,  as  far  shall  have,  and  exercise  ihe  powers,  authorities 
•8  practicable,  be  uniform  throughout  this  State,  and  jurisdiction,  and  perform  the  duties,  and  re- 

S<c.  10.  The  judges  of  the  several  Judicial  ceive  the  salary,  fees  and  emoluments  respective- 
Districts  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  Ij  apperUining  to  said  offices.  If  at  the  end  of 
and  shall  have  resided  five  yeaps  in  this  Stale,  the  said  term  of  five  years,  any  cause  or  business 
and  two  year*  in  the  Judicial  District  fof  which  shall  remain  in  said  court  unfinished,  the  Gener- 
they  may  be  respectively  appointed,  next  before  «•  Assembly  shall  provide  a  method  for  the  final 
the  time  of  appointment,  and  shall  reside  therein  determination  thereof;  and  also  for  the  disposi- 
while  they  continue  to  act  as  judges;  they  shall  tion  and  safe  keeping  of  the  records  of  the  said 
be   selected  from  among  those  who  having  the  court. 

other  qualifications  herein  prescribed,  are  most       See-  13.  There  shall  bo  one  register  of  wills, 

distininiished  for  integrity,  wisdom  and  sound  le-  and  one  clerk  of  the  district  court,  in  each  coun- 

gal  knowledge,  and  appointed  by  the  Governor,  ty  of  this  Slate  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  who 

by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  shall 

and  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  have  resided  in  the  Sute  five  years,  and  in  the 

removeable  for  misbehavior  on  conviction  in  a  county  in  which    he    may  be  Toted  for   two 

c6urt  of  law,  or  shall  be  removed  by  the  Gover-  years,  before  the  election,  and  shall  be  elActi- 

nor,  upon  the  address  of  the  General  Assembly,  ©<1  by  a  plurality  of  tb^  Q^aA^SftA^  ^tfcwt^  ^  sss«. 

proTided  that  two-thirds  of  the  memben  of  each  county  «  cWy  ^  aiA  i3mX\  ^Ttocm.^ijfc  ^N8:>a^  ^sft. 
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be  enlitled  to  receive  the  emoluments  and  fees, 
appertaining  to  the  said  oflSces  respectively. 
They  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor, 
and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  six 
years;  and  until  their  successors  shall  have  been 
elected  and  qualified;  the  time,  place  and  man- 
ner of  holding^  said  election,  and  making  returns 
thereof,  and  the  mode  of  determining  contested 
elections  for  said  officers  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law,  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  dis- 
qualification of  any  Clejrk  or  Register,  a  new 
election  shall  be  held  as  aforesaid,  at  the  next 
general  election  f^r  delegates  to  the  General  As- 
sembly; and  in  the  mean  time  the  judge  or  judges 
of  the  district  in  which  said  vacancy  may  occur, 
shall  immediately  appoint  a  person  having  the 
qualifications  aforesaid  to  fill  said  vacancy;  and 
the  person  so.  appointed  shall  be  Regi^ter  of 
Wills,  or  Clerk  as  the  case  may  be,  for  the  coun- 
ty or  city  for  which  he  may  be  appointed;  and 
shall  hold  said  office,  discharge  the  duties,  and 
be  entitled  to  the  fees  and  emoluments  thereof, 
according  to  law,  until  the  election  and*quaiifica- 
tion  of  his  successor;  and  the  Clerk  for  the  dis- 
trict court  for  Baliiraore  city  shall  in  addition  to 
his  oth;r  duties  in  like  manner  perform  the  duties 
and  be  entitled  to  the  fees  of  the  clerk  of  Balti- 
more city  court;  and  the  General  Assembly  shall 
have  full  power  to  enlarge,  alter  or  change  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  said  Clerks  and  Regis- 
ters, prescribe  the  mode  of  qualifying,  and  fix, 
determine  or  alter  their  fees  or  compensation. 

Sec.  14.  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  State  for 
the  several  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the- 
county  or  city  for  which  the  election  may  be 
held,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  ibr  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  until  their  successors  shall  have 
been  elected,  and  shall  have  qualified;  and  the 
General  Assembly  ►hall,  by  law,  prescribe  the 
number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  each  county 
and  city;  their  duties  and  emoluments;  the  time, 
place,  and  manner  of  holding  elections,  the  mode 
of  making  returns  thereof,  rules  for  determining 
contested  elections;  for  certifying  the  election 
and  qualifications  of  the  persons  elected;  and  for 
filling  vacancies  which  may  occur;  but  no  person 
shall  be  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  any  county  or 
city,  who  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote  therein  at 
the  time  of  his  election 

Sec.  15.  Constables,  Coroners  and  Elizors  shall 
be  appointed  as  now  prescribed  by  law,  or  in  such 
manner  as  the  General  Assembly  may  direct. 

Sec.  16.  Sheriffs  shall  be  elected  in  each  coun- 
ty, and  in  the  city  of  Baltipiore  every  fourth 
year,  that  is  to  say,  two  persons  for  the  office  of 
Sheiififfor  each  county,  and  two  for  the  said  city, 
the  one  of  whom  having  the  highest  number  of 
votes  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  county  or 
city,  or  if  both  have  an  equal  number,  either  of 
them,  at  the  discretion  or  the  Governor,  to  be 
commissioned  by  the  Governor  for  the  said  office, 
and  having  served  for  four  years,  such  person 
shall  be  ineligible  for  the  five  years  next  suc- 
ceeding; bond  with  security,  to  be  taken  every 
year  as  usual,  and  no  sheriff  ahaiVV  be  (\ualified  to 


county  before  the  expiration  of  the  four  years ; 
the  other  person  chosen  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
commissioned  by  the  Governor  to  execute  the 
said  office  for  the  residue  of  the  said  four  years, 
the  said  person  giving  bond  with  security  as 
aforesaid.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  of- 
fice of  sheriff  but  a  resident  of  such  county  or 
city  respectively,  and  who  shall  have  been  acit^ 
izen,  of  this  State  at  least  five  years  preceding 
his  election,  and  above  the  age  of  tweoiy-ooe 
years.  The  two  candidates,  properly  qualified, 
having  the  highest  number  of  legal  ballots,  shall 
be  declared  duly  elected  for  the^  office  of  sheriff 
for  such  county  or  city,  and  return  to  the  Go- 
vernor with  a  certificate  of  the  number  of  ballots 
(of  each  of  them. 

Sec.  17.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have 
power  to  tax  clerks  of  the  District  Courts,  Re- 
gisters of  Wills  and  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  Ap- 
peals; but  all  such  taxes  shall  be  in  equal  pro- 
portion, as  far  as  praticable,  according  to  the  ac- 
tual  value  of  said  office  respectively. 

Sec.  18.  The  Judges  of  the  several  eouotj 
courts,  Baltimore  city  court  and  the  Orphto^ 
Court  of  the  several  counties,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  Registers  of  Wills  and  clerks  of  eoaaty 
courts  of  the  several  counties  and  Baltimore  city 
court  who  may  be  in  office  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  remain  in  of- 
fice, and  continue  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices,  until  the  appointment  or  elec* 
tion  and  qualification  of  the  Judges,  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  Registers  of  Wills  and  Clerks,  pro- 
vided for  by  this  Constitution  and  no  longer;  and 
the  first  election  of  Clerks,  Registers,  Justices  of 
the  Peace  and  Sheriffs,  and  all  other  officers, 
whose  election  by  the  people  is  provided  for  in 
this  article  of  the  Constitution,  shall  take  place 
throughout  this  State  on  of 

in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two. 

Sec.  19.  To  facilitate  the  dispatch  of  hysioess 
in  the'Orphans*  courts  of  this  State,  the  General 
Assembly  shall  by  law  preset  ibe  rules  of  practice  io 
the  said  courts;  enlarge  and  define  the  powers  and 
duties  of  registers  of  wills,  and  authorise  them  to 
pass  such  orders  as  may  be  necessary  and  pro- 
per, to  bring  any  cause,  suit  or  business  depeod- 
ing  in  the  said  courts  to  a  final  hearing,  and  de- 
termination ;  but  no  order,  act  or  proceeding  of 
the  registers  of  wills  of  a  judicial  nature,  shall 
be  final  and  conclusive  until  ratified,  and  coo- 
firmed  by  the  court. 

KSTIMARBS: 

1st.  Of  the  cost  of  the  Judiciary  system,  here 
by  proposed: 

Four  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
at  $2,200  each,        -        -        .         $8,800  0) 

Eleven  District  Judges  at  $2,500 
each, 27,500  OO 


Whole  cost  per  annum,  when   in 
full  operation,        -        -        .        .    |35,300  CO 

2nd.  Of  the  cost  of  the  present  Judi- 
ciary  of  this  State,  including 


the 
supposed  cost  of  two  hundred  and 
act  before  the  same  be  (iven.    la  csAe  ol  ^^axYvA     %\t.V}-\vvca  luitices  of  Magistrates* 
rttuud,  diflqualificaUon  or  remo^tiX  o\x\  ol  \^\    cx)»»s^&;«^AOsivc^'w^'l^»^\Ahftllow 


3td.  Of  Ihe  cost  of  Ihesjitem  rspor- 
lad  bj  (he  taid  CDmmittra,  ti  cati- 
mitcdb;  IhsmMlTei,  -       61,000  00 

Add  for  one  Judge  for  Howard  eouD- 
tj,  now  citabliihed,       •  9,01S  00 


Tbe  ijiten  now  lubmilted  prapowi  lo  do  the 
wtam  work  for  ■  aum,  tcarrBly  more  than  half 
the  coil  of  the  aralem  reported  bj  tlie  coramttlee, 
and  a  traction  onlj  aboTe  onC'third  of  what  Uie 
committte  ectimale  to  be  tbe  cost  of  the  preunt 
Bjatam;  and  ilia  lubmitted  with  a  far  |iealcr 
probabilitj  of  having  it  well  and  promptly  dona. 
But  (bis  illuiion  (o  the  eatlmaled  coat  of  the 
prtMnttjalem,  must  not  b«  undertiloodai  an  ad- 
miiaion  of  the   correctneu  of  illie  commitUie'a ' 
Mtimate ,  on  the  conirarf ,  that  ealimate,  ia   be- 1 
lieTed  to  be  ellravagant  and  far  above  the  actual ' 
eoit.    The  commiltee  best  undentaod  the  cost 
or  their  own  acbeme,  and  therefore  tlieir  estimate 
'  of  ila  cost  161,000,  is  assuAed  to  be  cotrecl. 
Which  wtt  read,  and 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CuiritLti, 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bowie  I0ra  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
ebould  move  to  lake  up  the  amendment  moved 
bj  Mr.  CniHatu,  of  Kent,  to  the  nilea,  and  the 
•ubsiilute  oioved  bj  bim  hi  mid  amendmcDL 

Mr.  ScBLirinquired  if  there  was  an^  buainesa  I 
before  the  Convention  T  j 

The  PataiDiuT,  pro  ttm.,  replied  ihat  there 
WM  no  buiineu  before  t)ie  Contention. 

Mr.  GwiHH  looied  that  the  Contention  pro- , 
eeod  lo  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  . 
committee  on  the  electite  franchiw. 

Mr.  ScHLEv  moved  to  taiie  up,  for  considera- 
tion, the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Attorney 
General  and  his  deputies. 

The  PaaitDiKT,  pro  Icm. ,  atated  that  tbe  Chair, 
in  replf  to  ao  inquirj  from  tbe  gentleman  from 
\Vaihington  countr,  had  said  that  there  was  no 
Bubjecl  before  the  Contention.  The  report  uf  the 
oxeculire  committes  had  not  jet  been  disposed 
oC  and  was  therefore  the  first  buainta  in  order, 
uolesi  postponed  to  some  future  day. 

Mr  McLahi  said,  that  as  the  chairman  of  that 
G«inmittee  was  absent,  be  would  mote  that  the 
further  cnnsideration  of  this  subject  be  posiponed 

Mr.  ScHLET  aaid  that  his  only  abject  for  sith- 
mittine  his  motion  was,  that  tbe  CoQtenlian  i 
might  hate  Hitnelhini;  lo  do.  If  the  report  of; 
the  eleculive  committee  wa*  the  older  of  the 
day,  he  did  not  wish  to  mterfere. 

Tbe  question  waa  iben  lalcen  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  McLuiithBt  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committte  on 
postponed. 


The  quaalion  then  racnrrad  on  the  BOtloa  of 
Mr.  ScHLCT,  that  the  Convention  proceed  to  tba 
conaideration  of  the  report  of  the  commitle*  on 
the  Attornej  General  and  bis  deputies, 

And  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the  affinna* 
live. 

TBE  ITTaBlTET  OEHXBaL  U(D    HII  DEnTTIII. 

The  Convention  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  aaid  report. 

Which  waa  read. 


See.  1.  The  Goiernor  shall  have  (nwrr  to  em- 
ploy counsel  for  tbe  State,  when,  in  his  Judg- 
ment, the  public  interest  rtqaire  it,  and  make 
suitable  campenialion  from  the  contingent  fund 
placed  at  bis  disposal. 

M  r.  Ooasav  remarked  that  be  had  had  no  op- 
portunity, iMfore  this  morning,  of  reading  the 
dill  under  considention.  He  objected  to  tbi* 
notion,  la  plauing  in  the  power  ol  Ibe  Ooiemor 
the  sulhonty  to  nulte  suitable  compensation,  otlt 
of  the  contingent  fund,  to  such  persons  as  might 
be  employed  in  legal  cause*  concerning  the  Stale, 
ind  thought  that  such  comp^nsatioii  should  be 
allowrd  by  the  Legislature  fur  auclS  servicei 
rendered  the  State.  He  w(,uld  reduce  to  wri- 
ting ID  amendment  of  this  nstiire. 

Mr.  ScHKiviB  said,  that  if  he  had  been  cor- 
rectly infurmed,  claims  for  legal  services  had 
never  been  paid  out  of  tbe  contingent  fund,  but 
direct  from  the  treasury.  Under  resolution* 
Emanating  from  tlie  Legislature,  the  Governor, 
from  timeto  time,  had  been  directed  lo  makestich 
compensation  as  he  might  thinii  proper,  to  per- 
sons employed  in  legal  causes  by  the  Stale,  and 
to  draw  upon  the  treasury  for  tbe  amount  of 
such  competisatioD. 

Mr.  Dorset  stattd  that  he  waa  very  unwilling 
to  consume  tlie  time  of  the  Convention,  by  ques- 
tions of  this  character,  and  he  would  thereTorei 
refrain  from  submitting  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  Crisfielo  enquired  if  Ihe  qijeslioD  was  on 
the  adoption  of  the  first  section? 

~  tern.,  replied  in  tbe  affir- 


That  iie  thought  there  should  be  an  Attorney 
General,  but  he  would  not  hate  him  appointed 
as  he  now  is;  but  would  have  him  appointed  for 
a  term  to  continue  aa  long  as  a^  the  Governor's 
term.  If  a  Goternor  should  he  elected  for  four 
years,  he  would  allow  the  Attorney  General's. 
term,  to  continue  for  the  same  length  of  lioie. 
He  would  have  the  Attorney  General  lo  be  an 
officer  of  the  State  Government,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  adiise  every  part  of  the  govum- 
ment,  and  tbe  Slate's  Attorneys  in  the  difligreiit 
count iee,  and  should  receive  s  lalary.  Ho 
would  notlet  him  hold  office  during  good  beha- 
vior, and  would  only  allow  him  to  appoint  prose- 
cuting attornej'g  in  ilia  diS'srenl  counties.  He 
would  make  him  an  officer  whose  duty  it  should 
ba  to  give  legal  advice  to  the  GovBrnor— per- 
haps to  act  for  the  Govemmeot  in  tlie  higher 
'    and  wouldslripbim  of  tliepatniDa|eiHiw 


I  ueicised  iindec  law. 


With  th«  TietrofgiTbg  him  time  to  prepare 
•n  ■mendment  to  meet  the  rie«r*  be  hid  preiFrit- 
•d,  be  would  mote  Ibitihe  Gral  section  beiuTOT- 
MtJIj  puied  OTCr.  The  other  lecliaiu  wire  dis- 
connected fiom  it,  and  Could  be  perfected,  wiiii- 
«ut  reference  tu  this  Gnt  lectioQ. 

Mr.  SaaiTta  km  dMirou*  of  hsTing  the  itnsa 
of  the  CoDventiOD  on  thii  lubjeol,  •■  it  wbiild 
decide  whelher  a  mejoritj  were  in  fafor  of  Uit 
creation  of  the  office  of  Altornej  Geaeral,  ur 
whelher  thej  were  oppoied  tn  it.  To  hiiminil, 
it  waa  Ter  J  clrer  that  tbe  office  wu  enlirel;  use  - 


Ur.  CuiriCLD  Mid  that  he  denred  that  t)>c 
AUomej  General  tbouM  be  an  officer  who  sliould 
receive  a  wlafY.  If  Ibc  Legiilature  tbould  think, 
upon  the  perform ance  of  anj  uauiual  eeiTict?, 
that  he  ihould  receire  sddl>ional  compeanlioii, 
the;  could  Eire  it  lo  him. 

He  woald  not  allow  the  Oorerixir  to  employ 
•1  many  couosel  a*  he  mi^t  think  fit,  nor  wojU 
be  allow  bim  to  giie  them  iitcb  compenwlioii  as 
be  mighi  deem  proper. 

With  a  view  to  move  luch  an  amendment,  ami 
to  allow  bim  time  to  prepare  it,  be  bad  tubmil- 
ted  hi*  motion  to  paai  over  thii  aaciion  infominl- 
I7.  If  the  ConreiitioD  wai  oppowd  to  baving 
Mob  an  officer,  and  oppoiad  t«  tiic  Tiewa  he  had 
expmted,  it  could  s[gnif]>  iit  opinion  bj  refusing 
to  agree  to  hU  iDOtion. 

Mr.  McLtKB  inggeated  lo  Mr.  CKiiriuD  that 
ha  could  move  hia  amendment  when  the  eecond 
•ection  should  come  up  for  consideration,  and 
•tated  ihsl  be  ibould  vote  agaioat  continuing  the 
office  of  Attoniej  General. 

Mr.  Smriveb  tbougbl  ibat  the  office. if  crealrd, 
■bould  be  provided  fur  in  the  finl  section,  snd 
iti  duiiea  delined  and  lalarj  fixed.  The  qufi.- 
lion  of  the  creation  of  tbe  office  would  ariae,  mid 
he  wished  10  have  it  difpoeed  of,  an  a  lest  q'ui;s- 
tioD,  on  tlie  Grat  aeetion. 

Mr.  Bowie  concurred  wilh  the  gentloinan 
from  Somerset  that  there  should  be  such  an  of- 
ficer as  Attorne;  General,  and  thought  that  llic 
Convention  ought  to  nro«ide  for  the  appointniciii 
of  Buch  ail  officer.  The  idea  of  giving  to  the 
Governor  the  right  to  employ  aa  mmy  counsel 
u  be  pleased,  to  prosecute  in  tbe  courts  in  und 
out  of  (he  State,  to  any  caute  in  which  the  Stale 
was  concerned,  was  conferring  00  bim  too  much 

There  ahoutd  be  but  one  officer,  and  althoueli 
be  was  oppoaed  to  having  aa  officer  for  life 
or  during  good  behaviour,  he  did  not  see  the 
leait  inconvenience  or  impropriety  in  allowing 
every  Governor  lo  appoint  bis  owu  Attorney 
General.  This  would  create  rotation  In.  office', 
which  seemed  to  luittlie  people  and  Ihe  republi- 
can Dolions  of  tin  present  age. 

He  was  opposed  lo  permitting  the  Attorney 
General  lo  a |ipo Lot  deputies  in  the  different  cuij[i- 
liea,  which  he  tliought  might  be  done  by  the  idi 
tod  levy  courla.  He  thought  this  would  piodueu 
a  wholesome  result,  altliougb  he  bad  no  objec- 
tion to  electing  tbe  danutics  bj  the  people. 

Ha  did  not  ngud  the  aituation  or  PrbMcoting 


U.W.  Ai  to  electing  these  officers  by  Ihe  people, 
he  sawno  neceisity  for «o doing;  though  be  bad 
no  insuperable  objection  to  such  a  coarse,  as  be 
went  very  generally  for  electing  all  officers  by 
the  people. 

If  he  thought,  however,  that  theee  were  really 
offices  which  the  people  desired  to  fill,  ha  would 
be  in  favor  of  electing  by  the  people. 

He  wu  of  the  opinion  that  the  Govenior  bad 
better  appoint  tbe  Alforne y  General,  and  that 
it  would  be  proper  for  each  countjr  to  take  nre 
of  it!  own  officers,  by  appointing  competent  pn. 
aon*  who  could  attend  to  the  interests  of  tbe 
Sute. 

Hi.  DiRtciBOM  aaid  that  be  wb*  willing  to 
vote  fot  the  motion  to  pass  this  aeetion  over  in- 
formally as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  tbe  gentle- 
man who  made  the  motion;  but  if  it  was  meant 
aa  a  teat  question  aa  to  whether  there  sbontd  be 
an  Attorney  General  or  not,  he  would  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  Cribtield  aaid  that  be  would  not  consider 
it  unkind  if  the  gentleman  should  vole  againtt 
bis  motion.  He  certainly  desired  that  en  amend- 
ment such  as  he  had  indicated,  sRuldbe  brongbl 
before  tbe  Convention,  but  he  had  not  tbe  time 
to  prepare  it  now.  He  preferred  it  to  tbe  oee 
indicated  id  the  bill.  He  could  see  no  evil  in  < 
psBBing  over  tbe  aeetion  iiifoimalty,  naleii 
the  majority  had  determined  to  adopt  tbe  partic- 
ular scheme  contained  in  it,  in  which  event  they 
could  just  as  well  vole  upon  it  now   aa  at  any 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  CaiiFieLO,  to  paaa  over  tbe  Grst  aeetion  m- 
formallyi  when  on  adiiiaioD  of  IheConvenlioD  to 
quorum  voted. 

Mr.  GwiNM  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Which  wen 


leing  ti 


isfolloi 


Morgan,  Lee,  C!hamben 
ol  Kent.  DonaldMii,  Welii,  Weems.  Brent  of 
Charles,  Jenifer,  Criafield.  Dashiell.  Hickj,  Hod- 
son,  Eccleston,  Pbelps.BowiB,  McMaster,  Pooks, 
Sherwood  of  Ballimaie  cilj,  Piesstmaa,  Weber, 
HollydB),  Slicerand8miib-S4. 

Mgatitt —  Meii:-ni.  Buchanan,  President,  frt 
Im.,  Dorsey.  Welch,  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of 
Talbot,  Miller.  McLane,  George.  Wiight.  Di- 
lickson,  Shriver,  McHenry,  Magraw.  Nelson. 
Carter,  HardcasUe,  Qwinn,  Brent  of  Baltinwre 
city,  Ware,  Schloy,  Fiery,  Neill.  John  New- 
comer, Harbine.  Brewer,  Fitzpatiick,  Parke, 
iShower  and  Cock ey— 39. 

So  the  motion  was  not  ^rced  to. 

The  question  now  being;on  agreeing  to  the  fint 

Mr.  McHekry  mcvedto  amend  said  mcIioh, 
by  inb^rling  arter  the  word  "Slate,"  the  woidi 
"at  such  ratea  of  compensktion  as  the  General 
Ahsemblymay  prescriBe,"  andby  striking  out  the 
words  '-and  make  suitable  comptnaitioain>iii  the 
contiDgent  lUnd  placed  at  bit  dupoHil.'' 


Hr.  McH.  nmarked  thil  ha  wu  anirillin{  to 
gfre  Ibe  Govemar  anj  Such  discretionary  power 

M  WIS  iTopoMd  in  tlie  bill.  It  teemed  to  bim 
lh*<  the  piHt  practice  of  llie  Genera]  A^mhlj, 
in  entruiling  to  Iha  Governor  a  conliitgenl  fund 
of  considerable  amount  and  ipplicabte  at  hi* 
pleasure,  wu  at  Tarunce  with  the  principles, 
nhich  h«d  Lwen  cberiahed  is  rundamental  in  re- , 
preseiitaliTe  aoTernmenti.  Now,  il  was  pro- ; 
pofed  to  go  further.  It  was  propOKd  to  autbo-  I 
rile  the  Governor  to  make  use  of  this  fund,  in  a  | 
manner  inch  as  would  avoid  all  leironBibilitjr;  | 
Ibr  he  might  emploj  as  manjr  counsel  ai  he 
pleased,  and  give  them  such  compensation  as  he 
pleiied,  without  an-wenng  lo  anjr  one,  and  with- 
out bfing  lin>iled  to  the  amount  of  tlie  conliiiEent 
fund  In  fall  hinds  any  deficiencj  in  which,  under 
the  proiiaioD  of  the  bill  as  reported,  the  Legisli.- 
tnre  would  be  bound  to  make  good.  Such  a  power 
— M  unreatneted  and  nzue,  violated  that  essen- 
tial characteriitie  of  all  limiled  constitutional 
Eovemment,  the  abaence  of  all  control  bj  the  exe- 
cutive over   the    purees   and   property   of  the 

He  was  opposed  to  pvlng  the  GoTemor  the  j 
entire  control  of  a  contingent  fund  of  aaj  eoniid-  . 
ereble  amount,  and  much  more  averse  to  entrus-  ' 
ting  to  anyone  mdividual,  irrespoDsihle  power 
over  the  entiA  fundi  of  the  Slate.  He  desired 
that  these'  should  be  most  eirefullj  guarded  hj 
the  Constitution  they  were  now  rramii>g. 

Mr.  DiKicKSOM  could  not  perceive  how  rates 
of  compensation,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleEnan's 
amendment,  could  be  otablished. 

Mr.  McHehrt  said,  thai  he  wnuld  modifT  hia 
amendment  lo  ii  to  meet  the  acceptance  of  the 
gentleman. 

He  altered  hia  amendment  so  as  to  strike  out 
the  wordi,  "and  make  suitable  compensation 
from  the  contiiipint  fund  placed  at  his  disposal," 
attd  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words: 

"For  whose  services  sueh  compensation  sbsll 
be  made  as  the  legislature  may  allow.'' 

Mr.  DtaicKSON  said: 

He  had  offered  the  substitute  now  ander  con- 
lideretion,  because  he  reprded  the  legislature  ai 
the  appropriate  and  regularly  coostituted  guar- 
dian of  >he  public  treasiirj,  snd  he  wished  so  far 
as  possible  to  confide  the  pajmantofsll  money 
to  their  keeping  eiclusivelv.  | 

Thxy  came  si  all  times  Iresh  from  the  bosom  ' 
of  the  people,  and  must  DL-ceasarily  feel  in  an  '. 
eminent  degree,  their  direct  and  immediate  res  ' 
ponsibility.  Whilst  then  by  such  an  arrangement, ' 
the  common  fund  wpuld  be  safely  preserved  , 
from  unwise  and  improvident  squandering — no 
one  could  doubt  but  that  a  body  of  Marytand - 
fentlnmen,  of  whch  the  legislature  would  be 
comptised,  would  nlways  compensate  those  who' 
bad  rendered  Ilia  State  a  service  with  a  generous 
and  liberal  bsnd.  There  was  not  within  the 
liTDiliofthe  Commonwealth,  a  jurist,  however 
eminent,  who  would  not  willinglv  risk  her  Jus- 
tice— not  a  counsellor  who  would  not  trust  bet 
lonfc  established  ind  well  known  character  with 
entire  and  unlimited  eonSdence. 
The  objection  urged  that  by  such  an  UTtDge- . 
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ktiew  thtt  the  profession  everywhere  wereeoin- 
pelled  to  wait  with  patience  the  reward  of  their 
studious  1Kb  on  and  to  I  lings,  and  a  delay  so  in- 
considerable ai  that  which  might  occur  during 
the  interval  hetweea  the  Ick^islaiiie  sessions, 
could  not  be  urged  successfully  for  an  instant 
;  against  fie  general  propriety  of  the  proposition. 
I  %  the  adoption  of  this  s'lbalitTite  lu  addition  to 
I  the  CO  I  inidi:  rations  already  aJvmceJ — ihewbole 
I  responsibility  wuuU  be  entirely  remiived  from 
the  hands  of  the  Executive,  snci  he  would  thus 
be  relieved  from  a  pavilion  frequently  of  the  ut- 
most delicacy.  Necessarily  a  tull  ttaiBmeNl  of 
all  the  services  renderod  would  be  regu'arly 
forwarded  to  the  legislature,  and  they,  after  a 
calm  and  deliberate  inspection  would,  he  doubted 
not,  render  the  most  equitable  and  liberal  pay- 
Any  one  who  would  give  himself  the  trouble 
to  examine  the  statement  of  the  various  sums 
which  had  been  paid  for  the  services  of  counsel 
during  Ibe  past  years,  would  feel  with  him,  the 
necessity  of  some  such  provision  as  that  which 
he  had  submitted,  and  with  the  most  serious  ear- 
nestness, he  commended  it  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  ever*  memlwr  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  PaissTHAH  made  some  remarks,  which 
will  appear  heresfler. 

Mr.  McHiNkT  said  llist  bis  only  reason  for 
Dot  accepting  the  modifiralion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Worcester,  (Mr.  Dirickson)  was,  the  law- 
yer, like  my  other  workman,  should  know  be- 
forehand whst  amount  he  was  going  to  receive 
for  bis  servicea.  By  allowing  the  Legislature 
to  prescribe  rates,  that  object  would  be  accom- 

Mr.  DiBtcKioN  desired  to  know  if  the  gentle- 
man could  give  to  the  ConveDtion  some  idea  as 
to  how  the  lates  could  be  prescribed  for  aeivicet 
hereafter  to  be  rendered? 

Hr.HcHEHiT  replied  that  the  Legialatnre 
could  proicribe  rates  for  certain  kinds  orseivices. 
Fees  were  fixed  for  other  kinds  of  services;  and 
ha  could  not  see  why  th*  fan  of  attorneys  shoold 
not  he  filed.  Not  being  conversant  with  legal 
phrases,  he  was  willing  to  substitute  any  other 
word  for  "rate."  He  was  open  to  suggestion 
aW  conviction. 

Mr  SasivEX  desired  to  say  that  the  commit- 
tee who  prepared  this  report  were  unanimous  in 
opinion.  They  desired  that  any  wholesome 
amendment  should  he  made.  He  would  say  that 
the  principle  of  the  abolition  of  (he  oRice  oi  At- 
torney General,  and  the  election  by  the  people 
of  Prosecuting  Attorneys  shoutH  not  be  lost  sight 
•(,  The  gentleman  from  Hartford  had  sold  that 
his  objection  grew  out  of  hia  opposition  to  an 
unlimited  contingent  fund.  There  was  no  un- 
Itmiied  contingent  fund,  jiot  ever  had  been;  for 
it  had  always  been  limited  and  fixed  by  the  Leg- 
islalnre.  For  the  last  two  years  il  had  been 
twelve  thousand  dollars. 

He  objected  to  the  amendment  became  it  wai 
impossible  for  the  Legislature  to  fix  'any  rate  at 
compensatioti.    N«  uto  w>^A,   »ss;\'i\'j»s.«  "*o^ 


■moant  oC  labor  to  b«  perrormed  by  couoi^l.—  , 
Such  a  courw  would  be  unjutt,  both  to  iha  Stale  , 
and  Lhe  individual  who  rendered  (be  aervice.  He  ' 
deiiied  itae  r»pontibi1ilj  to  mt  upon  the  bnid  ', 
of  one  individual;  he  did  not  nisb  it  to  Test  upon 
Ibe  •nlire  body  campoaing  tbe  Legiilature  of 
Maryland.  Look  al  tfae  pait  bialorf  of  Iha  leg- 
illation  of  the  Slate,  and  il  would  be  found  that 
it  never  had  filed  tbe  compenution  of  attorneyi. 
That  reiponsibility  had  alwaya  been  thrown 
apon  the  Governor.  The  Legiilatnre  when  re- 
cogniiinf  the  exiitence  oriomething  being  dae, 
left  it  to  tbe  judgment  of  the  Governor  to  make 
tuch  compeneation  ■■  be  tboughc  proper,  Tbe 
treaiuiy  was  sarcr  in  Ibe  handi  of  the  Governor 
than  in  tbe  hands  of  the  Legiilature.  If  there 
waa  a  necemity  for  the'  Legii'ature  to  reduce  the 
contingent  fund,  let  tbem  do  it,  and  then  the 
Governor  would  be  rotnpelled  to  pay  le»  com- 
penifttion  for  tbe  Bervjeei  of  competent  prioni. 
Bj  the  vote  juit  taken,  refuting  inrormally  to 
pui  over  tbe  first  section,  the  Convention  had 
determined  that  tbey  woold  not  have  an  Attor- 
ney General. 

Mr.  Jknifib,  Mr.  McMibtu  and  Mr.  Don- 
AUtsoti,  severally  disclaimed  tb«t  in  voting 
against  the  motinn  to  ptia  over  informally  tbe 
first  section,  they  voted  against  tbe  creation  of 
tbe  office  of  Attorney  General.  They  did  not 
consider  it  a  leit  question. 

Mr.  DoRBii  said,  he  was  In  favor  of  the  pro- 

EailioD  ufihe  geoilemsn  from  Worcester,  (Mr. 
IrtcksoD.)  He  could  not  suppoM  that  there 
would  be  any  difficultj  in  getting  counsel. 
As  to  the  obJectioD  that  some  lime  would  elap<e 
before  the;  coul4  get  paid,  he  did  not  suppose 
that  would  make  much  difference.  There  would 
be  no  kind  of  difficulty  in  getting  the  best  coun- 
sel in  the  Blatr.  He  di-agrecd,  with  the  gcDlle- 
man  from  Frederick,  (Mr,  Shriver.)  The  Le- 
glslsture  bad  heretofore  iiicd  lhe  v.ilue  for  pro- 
leiBional  service!!  of  Ihcir  counsel,  and  they  are 
perfrclly  competent  to  do  so  a^aln.  It  ia  pecu- 
liarly proper  that  they  should  perform  ihia  duly. 
They  hold  the  purse  sirlngs  of  the  Slate)  and 
avriiding  exlravagance,  Ibey  will  appropriale  for 
this  nurpose  what  liberality  and  Jiuiice  dtmatid. 
Mr.  D.  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore, 
(Mr.  Gwinii,}  then  staled  some  facts  in  relali 
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napolis and  blkrige  railroad,  and 
lo  which  it  gave  rise,  which  resulted  in  a  refer- 
cneo  of  the  case  to  Judge  Legrand,  by  whose 
•ward  it  Has  decided.  It  heing  auied  that  the 
power  of  compenSDiing  for  legal  services  ought 
not  to  be  confided  to  the  Legislature  in  conse- 
quence of  its  conduct  in  that  case. 

Mr.  Magkiw  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  on 
theground  that  thiamatterolMr.McCulloiieh  was 
not  letcvant.  and  that  as  Mr.  McCullough  has  a 
brother  in  the  Convenliun,  it  was  not  proper  lo  be 


ingoi 


Mr.  Gbjkh  said,  that  he  hod  liral  referred  „ 
thii  case.    He  regretted  that  it  had  been  brought 
here  again. 
Mr.  DoMsir  was  proceeding  to  nfLj,<Hhea 


Hr.  Maoaaw  again  rtisca  the  point  of  order. 
Mr.  DoBsai  resumed.  Ttie  Legislature  wouU 
have  been  recreant  to  their  duty,  if  thej  hid  al- 
lowed one  dollar  of  this  claim  whicb  amounted  lo 
about  forty-eight  thouaand  dollars.  At  their  last 
seetion  the  Legialature  voted  down  the  claim  bj  t 
vote  of  almont  t»  o  lo  one.  The  ConveDtioo  ought 
to  suiTer  this  ratlter  to  rest  with  lbs  Legislature. 
He  should  think  the  Governor  would  be  vsU 
'  satisGrd  that  lhe  control  of  this  lubjtct  should  be 
out  of  his  haoda,  'I  he  Legislature  is  tbe  appro- 
priate tribunal  to  Gz  lhe  amou'il  of  conipena- 
tion  to  be  paid  to  the  legal  officers.  There  wis 
I  no  ground  for  lhe  appreheosioo  expressed  tbal 
I  under  auch  circumslancea,  no  disiinguished  law* 
'  yer  would  consent  to  be  employed  id  lhe  lenice 
;  of  the  State,  It  w»a  an  unmeriled  reproach  to 
tha  profeatiun  to  uy  so.  Be  believed  no  lawver 
I  would  refuse  to  act  in  any  ctte  for  ttie  Stale,  be- 
cause be  miicbt  not  be  paid  until  his  eerficeawcie 
'  rendered  and  could  thua  be  estimated. 

He  would  be  willing  to  trust  to  tbe  liberality  of 
I  his  client,  as  is  ordinarily  done,  unless  their  pc- 
j  nurioutness  be  such  that  a  previous  contnctts 
to  compenialioD  be  deemed  a  necessary  precau- 
tion. Such  conduct  in  the  Slate  itDoi  to  be  predi- 
.  osted.  He  was  very  sure  no  lawyer  would  have 
I  any  heiilation  in  trusting  auch  a  client  as  the 
!  State  of  Maryland.  If  lhe  power  Ic  left  id  tha 
handa  of  the  Governor  il  may  be  abuacd;  eltiav- 
I  agant  ftei  may  be  given  to  incompetent  favor- 
itea.  Cbarges  of  )uch  partiality  tbe  Governor 
should  aeek  to  aiokt. 

Theappoinliigpowerastoeounae]  should gen- 
erally  rest,  with  (he  Govemoi  wbnn  lhe  nrcewi- 
ty  fur  its  eiarciie  arises,  tbe  Legislature  being 
rarely  in  action.  But  as  a  general  rule;  as  tbe 
I  payoienl  of  counsel  must  come  from  the  pockeli 
of  the  people,  il  is  but  reasonable  that  tbe;tfaoukl, 
Ihrouiih  lhe  1,.eKislalure,  Gi  the  amouni  of  com- 
pensation, and  if  they  deemileipedieDl,ltleclthe 

Mr,  CukMBEHi  did  not  mean  to  discuss  the 
subject  properly  before  lhe  Hou^e.   nor  did  he 

:  mean  to  say  one  wurd  in  defence  of,  or  in  oppo- 
siiion  lo,  the  claim  of  Mr.  MgCdllodob,    He 

'  (iid  not  pereeite  bow  lhe  justice  or  injustice  of 
that  clairu  could  influence  the  propo«i lion  for  Ibe 
aclion  of  the  Convention.  He  rose  to  say  a  word 
in  vindicniion  of  those  gentlemen  who  acted  at 
Brbitralor?  by  the  authoiily  of  the  State,  Thry 
were  all  his  friends,  and  witli  one  of  tbem,  pai^ 
ticularly,  he  claimed  relations  of  kind,  aocial  in- 
tercourse, which,  in  tbe  abaence  of  the  two  gen- 
tlemeo  from  Queen  Anne's,  who  were  more  inti- 
mately  connected  with  him,  made  il  proper  to 
-a;  a  word  in  reply  to  what  bad  fallea  fiom  hii 
friend  from  Anne  Arundel. 

He  was  utterly  al  a  lofs  to  conceive,  on  what 
just  grounds  the  claim  of  those  atbitraiors  to  re- 
miineratlon  could  be  resisted.  The  Legislature, 
by  a  deliberate  resolution,  uitho  <t  a  word  of 
previous  consuluiioo  or  arrangement  with  ilwm, 
bad  appointed  those  nentlemen  to  act  as  refenes 
upon  3  claim  then  pending  before  that  body-  In 
puriuanco  lo  Ihia  appointment,  aniou' ting  to  a 
request,  these  gentlemen  had  been  occupied  for 
nunj  weeks  in  taking  teatimonj  uid  heuing  w 
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guinenti  for  and  agahtst  the  claim.  The  Attor- 
ney General  had  tMen  directed  to  superintend  the 
interests  of  the  State,  and  amongvt  the  items  re- 
ported in  a  docnment  on  our  filee,  was  one  of^ 
fifteen  hundred  dpllara  paid  to  that  officer  by  the  !' 
State,  in  part  for  his  serncea  in  rebisting  that 
claim  before  the  arbitrator!.  Eminent  counsel 
were  engaged  before  them  in  sustaining  the 
claim,  and  their  laborious  serviee  is  not  denied 
That  they  gave  an  award,  In  eiact  conformity  to 
their  honest  judgment  upon  the  proofs  before 
them,  has  never  been  doubted,  and  he  ventured 
to  assert,  never  would  be  doubted,  by  any  man 
acquainted  with  the  deservedly  high  standing  of 
those  gentlemen.  They  were  second  to  none  in 
all  the  feelinn  of  honor  and  integrity  that  could 
exempt  men  from  the  remotest  suspicion  of  fa- 
ToriUsm.  Having  then  faithfully  labored  at  the 
request  of  the  State,  and  having  concluded  their 
lalM>r,  by  an  honest  derision  upon  the  matter  sub- 
mitted to  them,  it  appeared  to  him  as  a  necessa- 
ry consequence,  they  were  justly  entitled  to  a 
fair  compensation  for  their  services.  It  was  no 
mnswer  to  this  claim  to  say  that  other  proofs 
ought  to  have  been  laid  before  them,  or  other  ar- 
guments, or  other  matter  which  might  have  alter- 
ed the  chara)!ter  of  their  award.  This  is  no  af 
lair  of  the  arbitrators—- it  was  no  part  of  their 
duty  to  hunt  up  proofs — their  duty  was  to  decide 
on  such  as  were  presented.  Even  if  their  opin- 
ion differed  from  those  who  were  asked  to  make 
them  iust  compensation,  it  would  still  not  lessen 
the  force  of  their  claim  to  be  remunerated  for 
the  money,  time  and  labor  expended  for,  and  at 
the  instance  of  the  Legislature.  These  gentle- 
men were  the  last  to  make  claim  which  was  not 
aanctioned  by  every  principle  of  law  and  equity. 
If.  in  a  transaction  like  thin,  individuals  had  been 
aubvtiiuted  for  the  State,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  a  right  to  recover  upon  a  qwnUum  memU  in  a 
court  of  law. 

Mr.  CaisFiELD  stated  it  to  be  his  intention 
to  sustain  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Worcester,  (Mr.  Dirickson.)  The  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  Legislature  would  be  a  check 
on  the  Governor.  But  he  had  not  risen  to  speak 
on  that  point.  What  he  desired  to  say,  was  in 
reference  to  the  section  itself,  and  the  state  ol 
opinion  in  the  Ck>nvention.  The  House  had,  by 
its  vote  which  had  been  jufct  taken,  solemnly  de- 
termined that  there  shall  hereafter  be  no  Attor- 
ney'General. 

Mr.  PatssTMAN  asked  on  what  ground  the 
gentleman  from  Somerset  made  such  statement. 

Mr  CaisrivLD  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Frederick,  (Mr.  Shriver,)  as  well  as  himself,  had 
proposed  to  the  Convention  that  the  vote  on  pas- 
sing over  the  section  shou  d  be  considered  as  a 
test  vote,  and  the  House  had  determined  as  he 
had  stated. 

Mr.  PaassTMAN  insisted  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee,  (Mr.  Shriver,)  had  no  right  to 
make  such  a  proposition  to  the  Convention. 

TMr.  Salvia  said  he  took  this  question  to  be 
settled  by  tlie  decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Jbnifbe  said  he  had  not  voted  from  such 
a  oonsidoration* 


Mr.  Shrivcr.  The  gentleman  from  Charles 
voted  with  the  minority. 

Mr.  CaiBFicLD  resumed.  However  any  par- 
ticular gentleman  mny  have  understood  the  vote, 
the  general  understanding  was,  that  there  should 
be  no  Attorney  General  hereafter.  He  had  so 
understood  it  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
the  reason  which  induced  the  Convention  to  come 
to  this  conclusion.  He  wished  it  were  other- 
wise. He  thought  the  office  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral one  ot  great  importance  *,  indeed,  his  duties 
were  indi^pensible.  He  was  an  officer  of  the 
law  ;  his  duties  wore  defined  by  law ;  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Govern' t,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Senate;  and  he  was  responsible  to  the 
laws  and  to  the  public  for  the  ftithful  discharge 
of  his  duties.  Vast  and  important  interests  were 
committed  to  his  care;  he  represents  the  tftate  in 
the  courts  of  law,  and  pr  secutes  or  defends  all 
her  interests,  depending  in  the  Courts.  He  is  a 
conservator  of  the  peace,  and  it  is  his  business  to 
aee  that  the  peace,  government,  and  dignity  of 
the  State  are  not  violated,  and  crimes  do  not  go 
unpunished.  He  is  the  adviser  of  the  Governor, 
of  the  Legislature,  and  of  every  executive  offi- 
cer ;  his  opinion  in  the  first  instance,  fixes  the 
construction  of  all  laws;  ascertains  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  difl^erent  departments  of  the 
government;  directs  the  proper  mode  of  execu- 
ting the  laws,  and  what  are  the  rights  of  the 
State.  He  is  in  fact,  in  some  sort,  a  general  di- 
rector of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  btate,  and 
exercises  a  large  influence  over  everj  dej>artment. 
He  has  also  important  and  delicate  duties  to  per- 
form, growing  out  of  the  intercourse  of  this 
S'ate  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union;  and  in 
reference  to  rights  conferred,  and  duties  im- 
pof^ed  on  this  State  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  He  has  also  other  duties  deeply 
effecting  the  public  interest.  An  officer  who  is 
thus  appointed,  and  whose  responsibility  is  thus 
fixed  and  determined  by  law.  whose  duties  are 
so  varied  and  so  important,  is  to  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  office  abolished  And  what  is  pro- 
posed to  be  substituted  in  his  place?  Why  it  is 
proposed  to  authorise  the  Governor  to  employ 
such  counsel,  as  in  his  judgment  the  public  inter- 
est requires,and  pay  t^em  according  to  his  discre- 
tion, out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  executive 
department.  The  number  of  counsel,  who  may 
be  selected,  is  without  limit.  The  Governor 
may  employ  one,or  one  hundred  counsel.  His  diit- 
cretion  is  the  only  limit.  And  the  powers  of  the 
counsel  is  eqiiallv  without  limit.  Their  duties 
are  wholly  undefined  Th^y  are  under  no  public 
•responsibility.  They  are  to  be  simply  counsel- 
not  even  required  to  be  lawyers — and  it  is  not 
expressed  on  what  subjects  they  are  to  give 
counsel,  whether  of  a  legal  or  political  character. 
In  the  next  section,  Piosecuting  Attorneys  are 
provided  for;  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  section 
or  the  article  under  consideration,  to  prevent  the 
Governor  from  assigning  to  the  counsel  to  be 
selected  by  him,  all  the  duties  which  the  Frose- 
cuiing  Attorneys  are  expected  to  perform. 

Attain,  the  compen«aiiun  these  counsel  are  to 
receive  is  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  the  con- 
tingent fund.    The  ichAVDA  ^^^^SsL  Va^  ^^^s:^ 


more  expensiTC 


tori  e;  General,  tlie'rehave  been  paid  Isr^ 
to  thut  officer,  and  othen,  for  wrviees  wbich  arc 
not  enibraEciI  vrilhjn  Ihe  ran^e  of  bla  regular 
Julies,  Mr.  C.  read  a  ronott  from  tho  treasurer, 
from  which  it  appeared  Ihere  bad  been  paid  fiir 
Isgol  nervicEB  in  tlie  l»it  (liirleen  jean,  ir  -  " 
,  tion  lo  (he  fees  pmiided  by  law,  the  a 
eS2,94S.  irihemeBnure  now  in  eonaideniiio.. 
ahoiilil  be  adopied,  whu  doubts  that  the  expent-i 
irouJd  be  greatly  increaied. 

Mr.  C.  said  lie  would  conlinua  the  office,  but 
not  on  Ihp  prenent  fuotiDK,  He  would  appoirl 
tho  Atloriiey  Grncrnl  n^he  is  now  ippoinled.  buL 
bis  lent)  should  lie  I'luiti  d  to  four  year*,  which  i'^ 
the  duralloD  of  the  Governor's  term,  lie  ahouk) 
be  appotnlnt  bj  the  GoTerror,  becauie  inlimatu 
official  relaiioim  which  muttexlat  between  the 
Goveinoraiidhis  legal  adriser.  requires  ihatlhej 
■bould  be  persunxlly  Bf^rceabte  to  each  other,  and 
thtit  entire  conlideiiee  should  preTail  between 
Ihem.  The  publir  scriico  require  thi't.  He  also 
desired  ' 


drcB  tliaaiMlTea  lo   the  person   acting  for  tim 
State  within  their  coonlj,  who  ia  bound  to  renda' 

If  anj  queftinn  ariae,  affecting  the  8t«I«  at 
larf^e,  whether  it  be  •  cauRtruetion  of  a  tax  law, 
or  of  an  act  of  HHcmbly,  inroliliig  any  of  tfa* 
duties  of  the  Executive,  or  in  any  queilioo  of  a 
similar  nltuie  on  n'bich  the  General  Aieembly 
r  desire  informaiiOD,  it  is  certainly  proper  that  the 
,  Stale  should  bare  a  conscientioui  adiiMr,  upoa 
wboMi  judgment  the  GoTemor  or  tbe  legi^alure 
can  rely. 

Where  is  Ihe  reapcnuibility  for  (he  determina- 
tion they  may  adopt'  On  the  EiecutiTS,  or  on 
the  legislature  only.  When  they  ask  adiice,(bej 
are  bound  in  their  owaJuadScatiou,  to  ot>taia  lb* 
best  counsel  the  learning  ol  tho  :State  can  aflord. 
If  (hey  act  upon  improper,  or  insufficient  advice, 
they  will  notbe  sheltered  from  censure,  bcoiine 
it  was  adviet,  and  this  necesstty  of  chooiint  will 
impoae  a  wholesome  restrainL 
The  rule  will  work  anolher  advantace.  It  will 
responaibility  where  it  properlyoelM 


all 


the  Attorney  General  deprived  of  |  "Pon  the  Executive,  and  upon  the   Legitlatai 

■  —"  —  upon  the  Attorney   General     Aatotbe 

lation,  it  might  be  obaervcd,  tha(  the  Go- 

■eemed  to  be  the  fioeat  penon  to  make 

ipensation  which  any  one  acting  for  the 

lould  receive.    There  were  difficultiea  ia 

the  way  of  leavins  tbe  subject  to  the   L^ialo- 

ture.     It  is  never  iu  a  sKustion  to  eatimate,  witJi 

(he  same  certainty,  as  the  Executive,  the   Tolw 

of  the  Ubor  which  has  been  perrormed. 

Mr.  McLahe  submitted  Mime  remarka,  wUeh 
will  be  published  hereafter. 

Mr.  PaaasrMjiH  alio  made  a  few  rematkt, 
which  will  be  publislied  hereafter. 

Mr,  JcHirER  gaie  notice  (ha(  at  the  proper 
lime  he  nhoulil  olfcr  Ihe  following,  as  a  sutistilul* 
lor  (he  fini(  section  of  said  report: 

"There  Khali  he  an  Attorney  Genent  appoint- 
ed by  tbe  Goternor.  by  and  with  (lie  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  whoM  term  of  office  shall 
expire  withthaloftheGoieroor,  and  whose  duty 
and  compensation  shall  be  regulated  by  law." 

And  (hen,  ponding  the  question  on  the  nmeod- 
inen(  oifered  by  Mr.  Dihicesoh, 

The  Coniention  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  a1  ten  o'clock. 


,     .   ..-„-     ..-  lid  not  have.  _., . 

has,  the  puffer  of  appointing  deputies  in  tttrv  on 
county  iif  the  State.  H«  shuuld  Otso  receive  n  »en 
eompeiisation  from  tho  Treasury  hxed  by  Ian  <be 
Thut  restricted,  he  desired  the  iifficc  of  Aitornej  ""' 
General  to  be  coiituitied,  for  the  reaEons  alroadi 
mtimated. 

While  he  was  up,  lie  would  add  (hat  the  en 
lire  article  under  consideration,  was  vsgue  and 
uncerOin,  in  all  its  pmvisions.  There  were  he 
duties  awigtied  to  the  f  roiecuting  Attorneys— no 
restrictions — no  responsibilities  imposed  upoti 
them.  What  were  they  to  do?  What  wert 
they  not  to  do?  There  was  nothing  definite— 
nothiug  certBin— tiiera  were  no  duties— no  re. 
■traints  prescribed.  The  article  as  reported,  wa^ 
unmeaning,  anit  ought  nol  to  pass.  Mr.  C.  nld 
be  could  nut  vote  lur  i(. 

Mr.  Gwis-N  sail!  that  (be  main  question  now 
presented  by  (ho  report  of  the  committee,  on  the 
officoof  the  Altonicy  General  ond  his  deputies, 
and  by  tho  amemlmcnts  olTered  thereto,  was,  as 
to  the  necessity  fur  an  Attorney  General.  By 
:lause  oflheaystem  proposed  (and  in  (his, 
—   -"-ippear  to  agree,)  the  deputies  are  to  I 


a(  least,  .     _ 

be  elected  hy  ine  voters  ot  tneir  respei 
tiei,  and  of  theolty  ofBaltimoro.    Those  officer- 
are  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  prosecuting 


aiiig  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  I  „pecwd  by  me,-should  read   "aoticipated  by 
imi)e(ent.  the  interests  of  (he  .    ._'^..  '  "^  ' 


and,  if  they  are  competent,  the  interests  of  the 
commonwealth,  within  their  districts,  can  be  at- 
tended to  nithout  the  assistance  of  any  general 
officer.  riieiriiieomp»((ntj  cannot  be  presumed, 
because  they  will  be  elected  by  the  people,  who  ' 
are    moat   deeply  interested  in    proaerviog  (he  '  foweb 

peace  and  g'pod  order  of  the  State.  ,         ..     - 

Much  has  been  said   concerning  the   necessity    Hf^trk,  of  Mt.  G 
of  having  some  advispr  to  tiie  State,  to  overlook  '      ''"  *"■■  '^'""'" 


DEFERRED  DEBATE. 


S  Mr.  CONST^DLC. 


1,  March  5,  185I,ut(tpl| 


ell    (0      I 


Mr.  Gai 

■-     roply  to   tl 


wished,  hn  raid,  to  make  a  brief 
ntlemsn  from  Cecil.  The  first 
gentleman  wis  as  to  tbe  original 
friend   and   colleague,  (Mr. 


officeis  require  advice.     But  where  IheY  have  a  i  George.)     He,  (Mr  G..)  thought,  that  in  eon- 
loca}  cAaracttr  only,  they  ougbt  prop«i\]  \o  !&•  \  nwiUwi  ^lUi  the  proTiaion  of  a  two41iink  ■» 


lOTity,  and  the  leTyiiw  of  a  Us  when  the  debt 
iras  contracted,  would  be  a  sufficient  security. 
The  gentleman  from  Cecil  objected  to  the  restric- 
ion  of  the  power  of  appropriating  public  money 
for  priTate  and  local  purpoieiif  becauw  it  was  in 
sifect  an  admission  that  the  power  now  existed 
n  the  LrgisUture  to  make  such  appropriations. 
%ner  this  power  had  been  exercised  for  so  many 
fears  by  the  Legislature,  and  acquiesced  in  by 
lie  people,  it  was  too  late  to  say  that  a  clause  to 
«gulate  and  restrict  its  application  conferred  the 
TOwer.  To  illustrate  this  point,  Mr.  G.  made 
references  to  various  appropriations  which  had 
been  made,  nt  different  periods,  for  private  and 
ocal  purposes.  He,  (Mr.  G.,)  had  objected  to 
hit  provision  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
Trom  Cecil,  authorizing  appropriations  fur  the 
lecessary  expenditures  of  tne  Government.  He 
lad  made  that  objection  because  these  expendi- 
ures  were  not  sufficiently  defined  by  the  word 
^*necenary."  The  courts  had  decided  that  the 
irord  admitted  of  a  larger  latitude  of  construc- 
:ion  than  he  was  willing  to  permit,  embracing 
iQch  expenditures  as  were  for  convenient  pur- 
poses. Under  such  an  interpretation  as  this,  the 
Lfegislature  might  consider  themselves  empower- 
id  to  appropriate  money  to  any  amount  they 
n  ght  think  nt,for  sueh  expenses  of  State  as  they 
night  determine  to  be  necesaary.  He  bad  no 
(trat  objection  to  granting  this  power,  provided 
iie  objects  for  which  the  appropriations  were  to 
le  made  should  be  cleat  ly  specified  so  as  to  guard 
leainst  any  abuse.  The  gentl*  man  from  Cecil 
Mijected  further  to  the  proposition  of  his  friend 
iimI  colleague,  [Mr.  George,]  that  there  was  no 
afety  in  voting  for  the  lust  branch  of  it,  although 
)e  indicated  a  willingness  to  do  so,  because  the 
irat  Bart  of  the  proposition  might  not  afterwards 
le  adopted;  and  he  desired  that  the  two  branches 
should  be  taken  together.  And  in  consequence 
>f  these  objections,  the  gentleman  from  Cecil  had 
thrown  all  his  great  powers  into  the  scale  againat 
iie  proposition. 

CREDIT  or  THE  STATE. 

Remarks  6f  Mr.  Grason,  March  5, 1851,  on  the 
onundmerU  of  Mr.  George. 

Mr.  Grasom  said : 

That  if  the  propositon  of  his  colleague  could 
Be  fairly  interpreted  as  it  had  been  by  the 
lentieman  from  Prince  George's.  [Mr.  Bowie,]  it 
would  present  a  serious  objection  to  its  adoption, 
because  its  effect  would  be  to  prevent  the  psy- 
nent  of  any  just  and  proper  claim  against  the 
Stale.  But  he  did  not  think  it  could  be  properly 
luaceptible  of  such  interpretation.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  was  to 
prevent  the  Legislature  from  loaning  the  public 
money  or  the  public  credit  for  the  use  of  individ- 
uals or  associations,  but  not  tliat  the  Legislature 
ihould  not  have  the  power  to  pay  any  just  debts 
due  to  individuals.  He  was  neither  a  lawyer  nor 
a  judge,  but  to  him  it  appeared  quite  clear  that 
the  amendment  could  have  no  such  efifecL  The 
gentleman  fiom  Prince  George's  wid  it  would 
prevent  any  appropriations  for  hospitals  and  uni- 
renities.    The  unirersities  stood  on  a  different 


» 
foundation,  and  would  not  be  touched  by  the 
amendment  And  as  to  the  various  hoipitaJa 
which  have  sprung  up  in  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
he  would  like  to  S&  informed  how  they  became 
State  institutions.  He  did  not  know  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleague  would  prevent  any  further 
appropriations  for  them.  But  it  it  would,  he  bad 
no  objection.  The  amendment  suggeated  by  tbe 
fjrentleman  from  Prince  George's  woald  let  in  a 
number  of  claimants  on  tbe  Treasury.  Internal 
improvement  companies  mifht  bring  in  a  num- 
t>er  of  claims.  The  proposition  of  hia  eolleagoe 
would  not  prevent  the  Legislature  from  redeem- 
ing the  pledged  faith  oi  the  Stale;  and  he  would 
go  against  the  adoption  of  any  amendment  of 
doubuiil  construction.  The  people  had  decided 
against  anv  more  internal  improvements  by  tbe 
State.  Wherever  lateral  roads  are  necessary 
they  can  be  constructed  by  capitalists  and  othera 
who  have  an  interest  i»  making  them. 

• 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Geason,  Jiareh  6, 1851,  on  the 
amendm»'nt  of  Mr.  Davis,  in  rtlationio  opproprir 
aHonsfor  purposes  of  Education, 

Mr.  Grason  had  only  a  few  words  to  say  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Montgomery,  [Mr. 
Davis  ]  He  did  not  desire  to  be  understood  as 
orcup)  ing  a  position  opposed  to  some  plan  of 
education;  but  he  was  opposed  to  taxing  the  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  creating  an  expensive  sya- 
tem,  or«for  establbhing  or  extending  corporations 
for  the  purpose.  Bill  the  gentleman  fVom  Mont- 
gomery was  mistaken  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
piopositionof  his  friend  and  colleague.  What 
are  the  words  of  the  amendment? 

Here  Mr.  Grasun  read  tbe  amendment. 

It  was  not  intended  to  prohibit  the  Legislature 
from  establishing  a  plan  of  education.  He  knew 
that  the  subject  would  come  up  in  a  report  from 
the  committee  on  Education.  His  colleague  had 
no  more  idea  of  preventing  an  appropriation  for 
education,  than  for  training  the  militia,  or  any 
other  indispensable  object  It  was  intended  to 
restrict  the  Legislature,  so  as  to  prevent  the  ap- 
proprtation  of  money  for  the  use  of  corporations, 
associations  or  individuals,  but  not  to  prevent  the 
education  of  the  children  in  the  State.  But  how 
did  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  read,  after 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mon^ 
gomery  was  attached  to  it  ?  It  then  not  only  em- 
powers, but  actually  invites  the  Legislature  to 
create  corporations  for  the  establishment  of  a 
great  system  of  education.  Although  he  entire- 
ly agreed  in  the  great  principle  laid  down  by  tbe 
f^entleman  from  Montgomerr,  he  was  directly 
opposed  to,  and  indeed  he  did  not  know  that  the 
gentleman  intended  his  proposition  to  have  that 
effect,  the  creation  of  these  corporationi.  We 
have  now  two  colleges  in  the  State;  and  with 
these  he  would  not  interfere;  but  he  would  nei  her 
vote  for  establbhing  nor  extending  corporations 
for  the  purpose  of  building  up  an  extravagant 
system,  and  he  would  vote  against  it  now.  Not» 
he  repeats,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  prinoi- 
ple,  and  he  would  go  with  tne  gentleman  from 
Montgomery  in  the  ado^ioa^l  «g^^  5i2iButMii.TUAr 
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sure.    But  h«  was  opposed  to  the  creation  of  any 
more  corporations. 

OOTKRI70R*8  TERM  OF  OFFICE. 

Remarks  qfMr,  Grasoiit  March  7, 1851. 

Mr.  Grason  said  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  framed  under  the  imprenion  that  the  Con- 
vention would  provide  for  annual  sessions.  But 
as  biennial  seasions  had  been  determined,  it  was 
now  necessary  to  make  an  alternation  in  the  bill. 
It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Go- 
vernor should  come  into  office,  while  the  f^gisla- 
ture  was  in  session  ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  reduce  his  term  to  two  years,  or  extend 
U  to  four.  It  was  doubtful  which  term  ought  to 
be  preferred  In  two  years,  he  would  acquire 
the  experience  which  would  make  his  services 
more  valuable,  just  at  the  time  he  was  going  out 
of  office.  On  the  other  hand,  by  doubling  the 
term,  he  might  continue  in  power  afler  he  had 
lost  the  public  confidence.  He  would  mofe  to 
strikeout  three,  and  insert  the  longest  term,  and 
if  the  blank  were  not  filled  with  four,  he  should 
then  move  to  fill  it  with  two. 

NOLLE  PROSEQUI  S. 

Reniarkn  of  Mr.  Tuck,  March  12,  1851. 

Mr.  Tuck.  The  power  of  granting  nolle  pro- 
'icquis  is  an  executive  prerogative,  and  always  ex- 
ercised unless  restrained  by  the  Constitution.  He 
was  in  favor  of  expressly  eecognismg  ihe  power 
in  Maryland.  It  had  always  been  possessed  by 
our  Governors.  That  it  had  been  abused,  he 
did  not  deny.  But  all  powers  may  be  denied  or 
restricted  for  this  reason.  The  question  is,  on 
which  side  lies  the  greater  chance  of  evil.  Cases 
of  hardship  must  occur.  That  of  Bromwell  had 
been  referred  to.  Mr.  T.  was  in  the  Legislature 
at  that  time,  and  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
facts,  could  speak  with  certainty.  Very  strong 
recommendations  were  presented  to  the  Govern- 
or, predicated  upon  his  age,  his  long  confinement, 
which  was  impairing  his  health,  and  perhaps 
hastening  his  death,  the  condition  and  wants  of 
his  family,  ^c.  The  character  ot  the  offisnce 
was  such,  that  the  Governor  thought  he  ought 
not  to  interfere.  He  had  been  in  jail  some 
eighteen  months  or  two  years  awaiting  his  trial. 
His  case  had  been  removed  to  Harford  county — 
many  of  the  witnesses  resided  on  the  eastern 
shore.  He  had  been  carried  to  Bel-Air  two  or 
three  times  and  demanded  his  trial.  The  State 
was  never  ready  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
witnesses.  His  health  was  failing  and  a  physi- 
cian had  Cf>rtified  that  his  continued  confinement 
might  end  in  incurable  diseese,  if  nut  in  death 
His  case  was  brought  before  the  Legislature,  and 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  in  both  branches,  a 
resolution  was  passed  au'horising  the  city  court 
of  Baltimore  to  discharge  him  on  his  own  recog- 
nisance. The  object  was  to  let  him  go  away. 
He  did  so,  and  1  believe  has  never  been  here 
•since.  Me  thought  this  was  a  case  for  the  exer- 
cise of  such  a  power.  He  would,  therefore,  /oie 
for  its  retention  by  the  Governor.    But  he  thought 


offer,  at  a  proper  time,  an  amendment  reqairfai 
that  public  notice  should  be  given  of  the  tppliei- 
tion,  in  order  that  the  Governor  might  be  betlv 
informed  of  the  facts  of  the  case  iban  he  coaM 
be  by  an  ex  parte  application.  To  prevent  iojai- 
tice  to  the  public,  he  thought  the  power  eouM 
not  be  too  carefully  guarded  against  abuae. 

SALtET   or    THE    GOVEEKOE. 

Remarkt  of  Mr.   Diriekson,  Tkundoff^  Martk  13. 

Mr.  DiRicEsoir  moved  the  following  as  a  aih 
ftitute: 

Sec*  21.  The  Governor  shall  be  in  attendanci 
at  the  seat  of  government  during  the  aesaioBs  U 
the  1^  gislature  of  the  State,  and  shall  reeetve  kt 
his  serviceb  an  annual  salary  of  two  tbousaal 
dollars. 

Mr.  DiRicRSON  said  that  the  substitute  whidi 
be  had  just  had  the  honor  to  submit,  was  io  kii 
humble  judgment  both  eminently  proper  in  ilsiif 
and  in  entire  harmony  with  that  spirit  of  ratreaek- 
ment  and  reform,  which  bad  breathed  tliii  vtiy 
Convention  into  existence.  He  had  hoped,  aif 
believed,  that  it  would  have  been  received  bf  ad 
with  a  warm  and  cordial  welcome,  and  it 
once  promptly  sanctioned  by  a  meet  deckled  ui 
unequivocal  vote.  Sir,  all,  or  well  nigh  all, 
around  me  are  professed  reformers,  and  m 
here  not  only  to  shaddow  forth  the  enbodiii 
sentiment  of  Maryland,  upon  ^tbe  great  ekaMS- 
tary  principles  of  government,  but  ta  apply  oi»> 
selves  earnest^,  industriously,  sternly  iJ  needbi, 
to  the  abolition  of  old  abuses,  and  to  the  eatimo^ 
literation  of  every  custom  and  provisioo,  orpaie 
or  otherwise,  which  has  been  without  benefit aii 
without  essential  good — feeding  with  an  insatii- 
ble  appetite  upon  the  common  treasure  gaibend 
from  the  whole  body  politic.  The  time  had  a^ 
rived  when  we  should  lay  aside  the  useless,  von 
out  and  cumberous  machinery  of  the  past,  asd 
looking  around  upon  this  great  coniiBderaeji 
learn  such  lessons  of  political  wisdom  as  wiU  st- 
able us  to  keep  pace  with  the  very  foremoit. 
Surely — surely  wnilst  others  are  moving  onward 
in  every  social  improvement,  we  shall  not  be 
found  wedded  to  our  idols,  standing  still  midwar 
the  glorious  destiny  that  awaits  us. 

Tell  me  not  then  that  the  substitute  now  uoder 
consideration  u  a  bold  and  reckless  innovatioo, 
because  forsooth  it  seeks  to  remove  a  restricti«i 
from  the  Constitution j  which  can  no  longsr  te 
sustained  either  by  argumerit  or  the  examples  d 
other  States.  What  was  there  so  peculiar  iatiii 
condition  or  extent  of  Maryland,  to  requirt  \M 
her  chief  executive  officer  should  reside  peraiat- 
enlly  and  constantly  at  the  seat  of  goveniBcsit, 
when  so  many  of  her  sisters,  with  territocy  m- 
mensely  larger,  and  with  revenues  scarcely  soni- 
ler,  had  no  such  constitutional  requirements,  asd 
yet  were  advancing  in  prosperity  with  a  rapMilf 
which  we  could  sca.cely  realise.  The  geaeni 
duties  and  obligations  attached  to  the  oBdi 
position,  were,  if  not  precisely  the 
slight  exceptions*  very  similar  in  every 
of  the  Union,  and  if  all  could  be  diacbaqsed 
propriety  and  alacity  elsewbere,  why  not 


fliat  if  should  be  guarded,  and  tio\M  ^ie^^x^a.ii4\«^«i  promptness  and  lidelitj  ben?    it  ws  lo^ 


.tienil  far  ui  ioitut  to  mppou,  ih«t  uij  tea- 1 
UHn  eould  beMlaclad  foru  axtlud  ■  nwilion 
UmuI  ■••IDC  permuxnl  reiideon,  and  wnereFor 
ikl  •Uding  ipol  might  be»  withio  the  limiti  of 
W  VMDiHHiwailtli,  there  might  he,  under  ill  I 
BM^DciM,  be  loughi  and  tound  with  u  much  i 
ntaiotj  H  though  bu  borne,  ■■  noir  directed.  I 
•■  It  the  verj  e«pilol  ilaelf.  It  irai  true,  ■■ 
■d  beer  wid,that  we  had  iiHt  impoud  Bddi- 
aeal  dutie*  upon  the  office,  bjr  rsquinng  that  its 
■lure  occu pint  thould  make  crrtain  periodieit 
uminitioiu  of  the  (cconnt*  of  the  treasurer; 
ut  to  Ions  «ai  the  iuterTil  betwten  Ihcie  piC' 
iribed  eiiminalioiw  and  to  (mall  would  be  the 
Drtio"  oftioie  coaiuaied  in  the  inTebligitiona, 
lal  tlie  objection  to  Ihe  propoiitioit  now  under 
McuMiua,  band  upon  that  fact,  teemed  reallj  of 
Wflighiest  powible  importance,  at>d  he  waiaiiie 
■mM  rot  bear  a  fealhEra  weight  againitthe  minj 
■oefili  that  would  neceaaatil;  flow  from  it*  adop- 


8ti«tthltlw  Convention  concur  in  these  viewi 
nd  deeire  (o  awimilite  in  lliii  retpect  the  in- 
Inmant  we  are  fraaiing,  to  Ihoee  (hat  are  , 
rorkiof  lo  happilj  tiound  ui  Uie  treaiurj  would 
lOloalj  be  relieTrd  from  the  larne  eipendlturt 
lOW  eMential  to  the  preieniiion  of  the  gnTem- 
■BDt  houar,  and  adjacent  property,  but,  that  verj 
iropertj  itieir  from  being  a  burthen  would  di.ubl- 
BBS  h«  dnpoeed  of,  and  the  proceed*  added  to 
lie  prodtabla  eap>ial  of  the  Stale. 

Trifling  and  insigniGcent  at  Ih'n  eeonooiT  might 
«em,  it  waa  due  to  a  patient  and  patriotic  pao- 
ile,  that  the  spirit  of  retrenchment  should  b« 
iver;  where  lelt.  consistent  with  the  proper  and 
Biihfnl  discharge  of  all  the  public  interests,  end 
ta  ibouM  gladtj  co-operate  with  rerorotersai 
Jl  timea  in  epptjInKit  to'  eTorj  department  of 
in  Koremment. 

Some  there  were  who  miiht  regard  the  eon- 
[inuance  afthi*  gubernatorial  miJissce  and  e»- 
ablnhmant  as  in  some  sort  essential  alike,  to  ihp 
ligni'T  and  to  that  character  of  hospital i(j  whirl  i 
Mirnoble  old  State  haderer  home.  He  did  noi 
m  reprd  it. 

He  belicTed  the  exalted  repulalion  of  Marj- 
Imnd  could  not  be  so  easily  marred.  It  was  nbore 
tod  bejond  any  iaBuenca  which  could  spring  b; 
poasibilitj  from  such  a  source  And  thus  beliei'' 
[ngno  fer  ling  of  false  pride  could  turn  hira  widf 
(VwnUiat  clear  uid  uiiswening  line  of  duty  owed 
to  that  eanalituency,  whohadso  cenerousljr 
Sded  their  interests  in  pert  to  hia  keeping. 

But  Ihe  substitute  auderconuderation  proposes 
not  only  the  abolition  of  (he  restriciinn  as  tu  res- 
idence, but  the  reduction  of  Iha  salary  of  our  £x- 
ecutiie  from  tlie  present  extraragant  compensi  - 
lion,  lo  the  more  moderate  and  vet  liberal  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollara'annua'ty.  S  range  a. 
it  may  seem,  a  careful  examination  teats  Ilie  fad 
that  Maryland  with  a  limited  territory,  with  a 
■parse  and  tmall  population — with  a  debt  of  mil- 
ifoni— with  enormous  taxation  clinging  lo  everi 
•peciea  of  property — still  continuei  reckleisly  l'> 
pay  herGoreiiior  a  salary  equalled  by  but  fei> 
of  her  sister  Slates,  however  superior  tbey  tna) 
b«  io  all  the  elaneati  and  resouxce*  of  wealth. 


Look  to  Coonaotlcut  gixing  to  her  chief  magli- 
irate  the  annual  sum  of  eleien  bundled  dolbin, 
and  then  for  a  moment  glance  your  eye  orer  the 
long  line  of  distinguished  names  IhathsTe  giseed 
ihai  poaiiion  and  guidtd  her  destiny  with  such 
lUieiampled  success- 
Turn  to  the  Constitution  of  Massaehuselts.  and 
la  those  ofthe  thririnc  communities  around  her 
—or  if  unwilling  to  learn  lessons  of  wisdom  fruns 
ilie  North,  open  the  volume  that  contains  the  ot^ 
f^nie  code  of  our  own  ^uthem  sisters,  and  eTeu 
Lhere,  with  but  few  rxceptions,  our  liberality 
^eems,  indeed,  the  graasest  rxlravaganee. 
It  we  invoke  the  wiidoin  ol  the  Weal,  the  same 
leoult  becomes  atill  more  manifest.  The  great 
3iid  Rowing  Slate  of  1 1  lino ia  with  an  area  of 
square  miles  more  than  n>e  titnei  our  own;  and 
\«ith  a  rapdiy  increasing  population,  amountinK 
already  to  well  nigh  a  million— rewards  her  Ex- 
rcutive   with   the  sum  of  fifteen  buodred    dol- 

Why,  then,  in  view  of  all  these  examples,  this 
anormous  and  moat  unwiu  extravagance  upon 
purpart?  Other  communities  are  as  well  goT- 
nraed — as  prosperous  and  as  happy!  Why  not. 
Iikp  them  let  our  liberality  be  ever  tempered 
with  a  proper  and  wholesume  economy— aye, 
<ir,  with  an  economy  in  character  with  oureoD- 

'  ut  we  have  been  told  by  those  who  wage  un- 
compromising warfare  aninst  this  subalitui*, 
that  its  adoption  as  part  of  the  organic  law  has 
Ihe  direct  and  unavoidable  tendency  of  placing 
this  high  positinn  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
wealthy  and  the  opulent  Was  such  indeed  the 
case,  he  should  hare  been  the  last  to  have  desired 
to  foster  such  a  provision  upon  the  Constitution. 
Respect  for  himMlf — respect  fur  his  own  posi- 
tion, end  for  lU  aimularly  situated,  would  alike 
have  forbidden  it.  Happily  such  an  arpiment, 
or  rather  mere  assertion,  was  sustained  neither 
bv  reanon,  nor  by  past  experience  or  present 
Dbierration.  All  around  us,  in  every  section  of 
the  counliy,  there  had  been,  and  were  now 
bright  Bid  ahining  examples,  utterly  refulii>g,aod 
Willi  a  power  which  language  cannot  espreat, 
such  an  objection.  However  successiul  we  had 
been  in  linking  the  names  of  the  pure  and  the 
intellectual  witb  our  own  exeeuiive  chair,  Jus- 
tice tequires  us  lo  any  that  other  eommunitiea 
have  not  perhapt  been  leis  fortuuate,e(eD  where 
the  salaries  were  much  inferior  to  Ihfl  sum  apa- 
cified  in  the  substitute.  It  waa  a  iaetwrlt  knotTD 
to  every  member  of  the  Convenlion,  and  to  well- 
ni^h  every  io^nidual  in  the  State,  that  it  waa 
I  this  very  proriaiun  requiring  a  permanent  retl- 
I  dence  at  the  capital,  which  had  attached  lo  the 
Gubernatorial  blation  such  enormous  expendl- 
'  lure,  by  aurioundiog  it   with  extrsvagant  citt- 


sire  to  elfecta  wholesome  retrBnchmeni,  but  t. 
bring  that  exalted  position  within  the  reach  of 
merit  and  intellect,  however  humble  their  pecu* 
niary  condition.  If  as  seemed  to  be  abumhotlv 
shown  hy  the  practical  workings  of  other  Sr'- 
•very  official  B(-        "  '      '"^  ' 


aelical  workings  of  other 
t  could.  b«  &dKtt<i!9h. 
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the  abandonment  of  home  and  punuits,  not  in- 
ooDsittent  with  the  duties  and  the  dignity  of  the 
post,  why  should  the  useless  and  unnecessary 
aacrifice  be  required?  However  gentlemen  mifht 
characterize  such  a  policy  as  penny-wise,  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  sound  in  all  its  features,  and  such 
as  would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  peo- 
ple. Whilst  he  desired  at  all  times  to  exhibit  a 
spirit  of  proper  liberality,  he  nef  ertheless  regard- 
ed eitravagance  as  the  worst  of  follies,  and  he 
invoked  this  body  of  reformers,  to  begin  at  once, 
and  at  the  very  fountain-head,  this  great  work  of 
retrenchment  for  which  we  are  assembled. 


OFFICE  OF  SBCRETAaV  OF  STATE.   # 

lUmarkt  qf  Wr.  Dirickson,  Thunday  March  13. 

Mr.  DiRiCKtoN  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
twenty-second  section,  [abolishing  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State  ] 

Mr.  Dirickson  said, 

That  he  had  made  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
■action  of  the  report  just  read ;  because,  after 
.  the  gravest  reflection,  he  believed  that  no  such 
officer  was  essential  to  the  faithful  and  full  ad- 
ministration of  the  ^Ternnient.  With  great 
pleasure  and  with  entire  attention,  he  had  listen- 
ed to  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  the  coun- 
ty cf  Queen  Anne^s  whilst  speaking  of  the  duties 
and  importai  ce  of  this  officer,  ai  d  yet,  frankness 
compelled  him  to  say,  that  he  had  heard  no  ar- 
gument which  had  removed  the  settled  convic- 
tion that  this  official  position  was  utterly  and  en- 
tirely useless.  Maryland  was  in  no  condition 
longer  to  cherish  and  sustain  more  sine  curea. 
The  time  had  arrived  when  gentlemen  should 
cease  to  cling  to  old  establishments  simply  be- 
cause they  were  old,  unless  it  could,  at  the  same 
time,  be  clearly  shown  that  they  were  wise  and 
useful.  It  had  been  said,  that  this  officer,  with 
all  bis  high  sounding  title,  was  often  but  little 
ebe  than  a  mere  clerk  to  the  Executive,  anM  was 
constantly  and  busily  employed  in  the, issuing  of 
military  commissions  and  in  the  preparation  of 
such  other  documents  as  his  Excellency  might 
direct.  Sir,  bui  yesterday  this  Convention  fixed 
the  salary  of  the  Governor  upon  the  mo<«t  liberal 
if  not  exorbitant  scale,  and  surely,  with  such  a 
compensation,  it  was  not  requisite  to  employ 
others  to  do  the  labors  that  seemed  properly  to 
belong  to  the  executive  chamber.  Let  our  chief 
executive  officer,  as  in  other  States,  become  a 
working  Governor.  Let  every  department  be 
pruned  of  the  sine  cures  that  have 'so  long  been 
fastened  to  them,  and  then  wiii  the  calls  of  the 
tax-gatherer  become  lighter  and  lighter,  and 
then  will  all  begin  to  feel  and  realise  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  this  Convention. 

He  had  no  desire,  at  any  time,  **  to  read  a  lec- 
ture "  to  the  body  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
but  no  remarki  could  deter  him  from  urging  up- 
on their  consideration  the  necessity  of  wieldmg 
ithe  blade  of  retrenchment,  wherever  consistent 
with  the  public  interests  it  might,  with  propriety, 
be  applied.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  the 
-couuij  of  Frederick,  had  been  pleased,  in  the 
^iscuuioD,  to  allude  to  the  vote  wVivclh  W«  'bad 


given  in  the  be^pnoing  of  the  tMiion  to  eflcetthi 
complete  organization  of  the  C6nveniion  ;  bov- 
ever  foreign  such  an  allusion  might  be  to  tbs 
present  iunject  of  debate,  be  desired  briefly  la 
reply,  that  be  had  given  that  vote  believing  that 
the  officers  then  selected  were  essential  to  ths 
despatch  of  the  business  we  are  here  to  perfom, 
and  it  was  proper  to  add,  that  the  belief  vai 
sanctioned  by  the  judgments  and  the  volcf  of 
many  of  the  most  eminent  and  experienoed  af 
the  bodv.  It  was  also  true,  as  had  been  said, 
that  he  had  been  excused  from  serving  upon  "tk 
committee  to  enquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  dit- 
pen>ing  with  certain  officers, **  but  be  litUe  thougkt 
ne  should  ever  have  been  called  upon,  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  defend  himself  from  auch  a  ebargs. 
Prompted  by  the  highest  sense  of  propriety,  be 
bad  abke^  to  be  relieved  from  the  committee, 
and,  at  the  time,  avowed  his  views  to  be  porelj 
and  solely  upon  the  ground  of  the  delicacy  of  Iw 
position.  One  of  those  officers  was  from  hb  own  i 
county — bis  personal  friend — he  had  stated  it 
franklVf  and  the  Convention  had  readily  aad 
cheerfully  etcused  him  from  a  aituatkio  the  deli- 
cacy of  which,  all  at  once  saw  and  appr^seiated. 
He  did  not  desire  to  say  more — nay,  should  not 
have  said  thus  much,  but  that  the  charge  of  is- 
consistency  having  gone  forth,  'twas  proper  tbe 
repl^  should  bear  it  company.  He  was  eiitirdj 
willing  that  an  impartial  community,  in  viev  « 
all  the  facts,  should  decide  the  issue. 

In  conclusion,  he  again  urged  the  importance 
of  the  motion  to  strike  out,  now  before  tbem. 
He  begged  reformers  to  aid  him  with  their  votei 
and  to  stand  by  him  in  the  great  work  of  r^ 
trenchment. 

APPOINTUENTS  TO  OFFICE. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  CrisfieU  in  reply  to  Mr.  AmO,  if 
Baltimore  city t  March  13. 

Mr.  Crisfield  stated  in  reply,  that  his  object 
in  amending  the  section  was  to  prevent  the  defl- 
ate from  being  deprived  of  their  share  in  making 
the  appointments.  As  the  section  stood  previoos 
to  that  amendment,  he  thought  it  capable  of  a 
construction  which  would  have  diminished  tbe 
power  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  appointoicnis; 
and  he  desired  that  the  Senate  ahould  have  their 
full  share  in  all  appointments.  He  wasnotaware 
of  the  difficulty  which  the  gentleman  from  Haiti- 
more  had  pt'inted  out.^  But  if  it  really  existed  to 
such  an  extent,  as  to  place  the  Elxecutive  in  di^ 
ficuity  and  embarrass  the  public  convenience  it 
ought  to  be  remedied,  and  he  abould  interpoie 
no  objection. 

TheCHAia,  (Mr.  Tuck,)  said  the  notice  should 
be  entered  on  the  journal,  and  the  motion  coaU 
tlien  stand  over  until  t(^orri>w.  The  substitute 
would  also  be  printed  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Crisfield,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  froo  * 
Queen  Anne's,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  explained  the  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment,  and  added  that  if  tbe 
Senate  failed  to  perform  its  duty,  it  was  respoo- 
sible  to  the  people  of  the  State.  There  was  ae 
danger,  in  his  opinion,  of  such  failure;  but  if  it 
should  fail,  the  rorce  of  public  opinion  was  as^ 
fifiieat  corrective.    Aa  to  the  fkilore  of  the  Lfl|k* 
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ktvre  to  eleet  a  United  StaiM  Senator,  in  1843, 
Mr.  O.  did  not  know  tiiat  the  gentleman  of  Queen 
Ar.ne'9,  (Mr.  S.,)  ever  condemned  that  failure. 
Indeed,  he  tuoposed — and  he  thought  he  had 
aome  reason  for  the  »upposiion — thai  the  gentle- 
man from  Queen  Anne's  did  not  condemn  tiiat 
failure.  The  House  of  Delegates  bad  a  majority 
who  were  of  the  political  faith  of  the  gentle- 
man, but  that  majority  did  not  prefer  that  gen- 
tleman for  that  high  station;  and  Mr.  C.  had  nev- 
er heard,  that  the  gentleman  was  dissatisfied  at 
the  refusal  of  the  Senate  to  go  into  the  election. 
But  whether  that  gentleman  condemned  ur  not, 
it  was  very  certain  the  Senate  was  sustained  by 
public  sentiment,  and  at  the  next  election,  the 
majority  of  the  HouHe  was  of  ibe  same  party 
with  the  Senate,  and  has  been  ever  since. 

Mr.  SpcNcaa  said  the  gentleman  from  Somer- 
set, in  his  reference  to  the  session  of  1842,  had 
mistaken  the  facts.  There  was  no  gentleman  on 
bis,  (>Vlr.  Spencer^s,)  side,  who  did  not  regret 
the  failure  to  elect  a  Uniteid  States  Senator  at 
that  time.  The  lower  hoMse  was  democratic, 
and  voted  to  go  into  the  election,  but  the  Senate 
refused.  He  had  always,  privately  and  before 
the  people,  denounced  the  course  of  the  Senate 
OD  that  occasion. 

Mr  Crisfield  said  his  memory  was  not  re- 
markable for  accuracy;  but  be  bod  supposed  the 
facts  to  be  as  he  had  stated  them. 

Mr.  Spencer.  The  gentleman  is  entirely  mis- 
taken. 


WEDNESDAY,  March  19th,  185]. 

The  Convention  met  at  ten  o'clock. 

Prayer  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  a  quorum  being  pre- 
sent, the  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

TBE  COMMITTEE  CLERKS. 

Mr.  UicKS,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  be  had 
yesterday  given,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  the  Convention  on  the  resolution  hereto- 
fore adopted,  dispensing  with  the  services  of  cer- 
tain committee  clerks. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Mr.  HicKS  said  he  presumed  it  would  be  a  use- 
less consumption  of  time  to  say  anythinif  in  sup- 
port of  this  motion.  The  members  of  the  Con- 
vention had  had  the  subject  in  their  minds,  and 
were  no  doubt  prepared  to  do  justice  towards  a 
number  of  individuals  here,  who  could  not  make 
Uieir  own  defence.  He  was  sure  that  it  was  un- 
necessary for  him  to  urge  the  propriety  of  the  re- 
consideration, for  he  believed  it  was  conceded  on 
all  hands,  that  the  vote  should  be  reconssidered, 
in  order  to  do  justice  towards  individuals  to 
whom  injustice  would  ether  wise  be  mevitablv 
done.  He  hoped  that  the  motion  would  prevail. 
The  Convention  could  then  take  such  action  as 
it  might  think  proper. 
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The  President,  (pro  Urn.,)  stated  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  negative  vote  apparently  prevail- 
ing; 

Mr.  HiCKs  desired  to  say  one  additional  word. 
He  earnestly  requested  gentlemen  to  rcfirct  upon 
what  they  had  done.  The  Convention,  from  the 
earliest  period  of  its  session,  had  been  constantly 
in  the  habit  of  reconsidering  votes  upon  subj** ct- 
niatter^  which  had  been  passed  upon.  Surely 
no  question  could  be  more  deserving  of  the  calm 
judgment  and  considerate  action  of  tlte  Con- 
vention than  this.  It  conrumed  individuals — 
highly  respectable  gentlemen,  fur  i>ucb  he  know 
them  to  be— whoB6  characters  had  been  implica- 
ted by  the  action  of  this  body — not  dcHtgnedly, 
but  not  the  less  certainly.  And  he  was  sure  ihat 
there  was  sufficient  i;ood  feeling  here  to  prevent 
injury  being  done  to  any  individual  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  however  humble  bis  pos^itiun  might 
be.  It  was  with  this  view  ihat  he  had  moved 
the  reconsideration.  He  was  no  more  interested  in 
the  matter  than  any  otlier  member  of  the  Coii* 
vention.  The  only  interest  that  he  had  was  to 
see  justice  done  all.  It  wati  not  a  mere  matter 
of  dollars  and  cents  to  these  individuals.  It  was 
a  matti'r  of  character  and  feeling;  and  he  was 
sure  that  every  gentleman  who  regarded  the  sub- 
ject in  this  light  would  cheerfully  vote  to  recon- 
sider— to  re-instate  these  gentlemen — to  put  ihem 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  their  fellows  in  this 
body— and  then  to  take  such  further  action  as 
might  seem  right  and  proper. 

Mr.  GwiNN  said,  he  tliought  th»t  the  Conveti' 
tion  ought  to  retrace  the  steps  it  had  taken  with 
reference  to  the  committ'e  clerks.  He  was 
aware  that  the  change  had  been  made  upon 
grounds  of  economy — but  it  had  been  constf  ned 
as  a  public  censure — and  injustice  to  them  such 
an  imputation  ought  to  be  refuted  by  the  action 
of  the  Convention  itself. 

Mr.  Jenifer  said  that  he  had  voted  against 
dischar&fing  the  clerks;  but  as  the  committee  had 
reported  that  there  was  no  business  sufficient  for 
their  occupation,  and  as  the  act  had  l>een  done, 
he  could  not  sec  that  any  wrong  had  been  com- 
mitted whatever.  No  imputation  was  intended 
by  the  Convention,  and  it  had  so  declared.  Al- 
though he  voted  against  dischargins;  these  clerics, 
inasmuch  as  the  Convention  had  thought  proper 
to  do  so,  and  as  he  believed  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient business  to  occupy  them,  he  should  vote 
against  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Hicks  said:  * 

That  his  friend  from  Charles,  (Mr.  Jenifer,) 
'wascorrect  in  Faying  that  no  reflection  was  de- 
signed to  be  cast  on  the  clerk:)  who  had  been 
discharged.  He  hoped  he  w-as  not  undei stood  as 
imputing  to  the  Convention  any  sucli  motive. 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  said,  that  he  believed 
the  Convention  had  no  such  design.  But  he 
would  inquire  whether  it  did  not  in  fact  reflect 
upon  these  individuals? 

Now,  it  was  least  in  his  thoughts,  to-  charge 
this  honorable  body  wi  h  a  design  to  reflect,  as 
he  hai  before  remaked,  upon  the  humblest  indi- 
vidual in  the  State  orMar}ljnd;  but  did  not  this 
seem  to  be  a  refl'Ct'on  upon  the  clerks  who  were 
discharged?    Was  it  not  bU  invidious  diatiuctlon 
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between  those  who  were  discharged  and  those 
acting  in  the  tame  capacity  who  were  retained  ? 
He  hoped  they  would  reinstate  the  clerks,  and  if 
U  should  be  ascertained  tbat  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  their  services,  let  tliem  resign. 

Mr.  Hicks  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  recoAsiden 

Which  were  ordered,  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

JSffinuUive — Messrs.  Momn,  Weems,  Dick- 
inson, Crisfield,  Williams,  Hicks,  Hodson,  Be- 
cleston,  Phelps,  Bowie,  Spencer,  Dirickson,  Mc- 
Master,  Magraw,  Carter,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn, 
Stewart,  of  Baltimore  city,  Brent  of  Baltimore 
city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city,  Ware,  Kil- 
gourand  Waters— 23. 

•YtfoHve— iVIessrt.  Buchanan,  President,  ;»ro. 
ton.,  Lee,  Dorsey,  Brent  of  Charles,  Jenifer, 
Howard,  Welch,  Chandler,  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
Chambers  of  Cecil,  Miller,  McUne,  Wright, 
Fooks,  Shriver,  Sappington,  Nelson,  Schley, 
Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer, Harbine,  Brewer, 
Weber,  Hoilyday,  Slicer,  Fitzpatrick,  Smith, 
Parke  and  Cockey— 30. 

So  the  Convention  ref\ised  to  reconsider  their 
Tote  on  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  BowiB,  (in  aooordance  with  the  notice 
given  by  him  on  yesterday,)  mofed  that  the  Con- 
vention take  up  for  consideration  the.  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Chambbrs,  of  Kent,  to  the  twen 
tvH«econa  rule,  and  the  substitute  offered  by  him 
theref jr. 

Determined  in  the  affirmative. 
*  Mr.  Bowie  then  moved  to  lay  said  amendment 
and  substiiute  on  the  table. 

Determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Dorset,  (in  accordance  with  the  notice 
given  by  him  on  yesterday,)  moved  that  the  Con- 
vention take  up  for  consideration  the  amendment 
offered  by  him  to  the  seventeenth  rule. 

Determined  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dors^.t, 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

REPORT  ON  THE  ATTORNET  GENERAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bowie, 

Tho  Convention  then  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  be- 
ing the  report  submitted  by  Mr.  Shriver,  as 
Chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  Attorney  Gen- 
'  oral  and  his  Deputies. 

The  question  pending  before  the  Convention 
on  yesterday ,being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dirick- 
son. to  amend  the  first  section  of  said  report, 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  "it"  in  the  second 
line  of  said  section,  and  substituting  in  liou  there- 
of the  following: 

**For  whoso  serviceti  such  compensaiion  shall 
be  made  as  the  legislature  may  allow.^' 

Mr.  Bowie  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Con- 
vention long.  As  he  understood  the  report  of 
the  committee,  it  abolished  altogether  the  office 
of  Attorney  General.  The  first  section  author- 
ized the  Governor  to  employ  counsel  for  the 
State  whenever  the  public  interests  may  reauire. 
WbtLt  wen  to  be  the  powen,  axid  Yihft.tt!h«dltttlei 


of  this  counsel  when  employed  by  the  Govemoi? 
The  report  waa  entirely  silent  upon  that  subjeeL 
It  delegated  bo  powers-— defined  do  duties.  He 
looked  upon  the  powers  and  duUes  of  the  oSee 
of  Attorney  General  Just  as  well  settled ,  as  those 
pertaining  to  the  office  of  Jud|;e,  or  to  any  other 
office  known  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws. 
When  the  office  of  Attorney  General  was  crea- 
ted in  1776,  by  the  Constitution,  it  was  the  office 
known  to  the  common  law,  with  all  the  powen 
and  duties  attaching  and  belonging  to  that  office 
according  to  the  principles  and  rules  of  common 
law.  That  Constitutbn  did  not  undertake  to 
define  the  duties  or  the  powers,  but  simply  said 
that  there  should  be  an  Attorney  General  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor,  whose  office  should  be 
during  good  behaviour.  It  was  therefore  the 
office  lino  wn  to  the  common  law,  and  as  stieh, 
just  as  well  known  and  defined— just  as  tht- 
roughly  settled  as  the  powers  and  jonadictionof 
a  judge  tmder  the  common  law. 

It  was  very  important  to  have  an  Attonisy 
General.  No  SUie  could  well  disnense  wiik 
such  an  officer.  All  business  in  which  the  Stele 
was  concerned,  whether  of  a  civil  or  of  a  eria- 
inal  character,  belonged  tx<ffieu  by  the  prioci- 

Sles  of  common  law  to  that  office.  It  was  hii 
uty  to  superintend  all  public  buainesa ;  to  try  afl 
causes  of  the  King  of  £odand  in  the  Courts  of 
that  realm  ;  to  superintend  the  administratian  of 
criminal  jurisprudence;  and  to  attend  to  the  ei- 
ecution  and  issuine  of  all  State  process.  All 
opinions  and  all  indictments  were  submitted  to 
his  ini'pectioo,  for  his  approval  or  coodemnaUon. 
Witnesses  were  admitted  to,  or  excluded  froB 
the  grand  jury;  bail  and  recofnizances  in 
criminal  cases,  were  to  be  taken,  and  their  va- 
lidity and  regularity  to  be  examined  into  by  that 
officer.  Was  it  possible  that  the  Conveotkn 
should  yield  to  the  principle  that  auch  an  office 
would  be  abolished  in  Maryland?  Whose  duty 
would  it  be  to  attend  to  the  prosecution  and  in- 
vestigation of  subjects  connected  with  criminal 
jurisprudence?  Whose  business  would  it  be  to 
attend  to  the  preservation  of  the  rie hts  of  ths 
people,  or  the  process  of  the  State,  if  this  offies 
should  be  abolished .»  Nobody  'a  I  Would  it  be 
said  that  a  Constitutional  provision  simply  givini 
the  Governor  the  right  to  employ  counsel,  would 
vest  in  the  counsel  those  high  powers  and  duties' 
He  would  have  no  more  authority  exqffUio,  than 
the  counsel  employed  in  any  other  manner,  or  bj 
a  private  individual.  The  relation  of  atloroey 
and  client  would  exist,  and  nothing  more;  and 
that  even  would  be  confined  to  the  particolar 
case,  and  there  would  be  no  further  power  inhe- 
rent in  him  by  virtue  of  his  office.  It  wooM 
only  extend  to  the  particular  contract  made  by 
the  Governor,  to  be  superseded  by  tbat  Govern- 
or whenever  he  might  choose  to  retain  or  em- 
ploy any  other -counsel.  Inherently,  the  office 
of  counsel  for  the  State,  would  have  attached  to 
it  no  powers  and  no  duties  whatever. 

Such  was  not  the  case  with  the  office  of  Attor- 
ney General  That  office  was  as  old  as  the  com- 
mon law  itself,  though  not  known  perhaps  bj 
that  name.  The  king's  sergeant,  the  king*s  eoun- 
sol,  and  the  kiog^  soUoitor,  wero  the  titki  If 
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which  the  chief  law  officer  of  the  crown  wu 
known  in  England,  and  constituted  the  founda- 
tion of  the  office,  as  now  held  by  the  Attomej 
General.  By  names  the  office  was  not  known 
prior  to  the  reign  of  Charles  the  second ;  but  the 
king's  counsel  was  known  to  hare  had  ail  the 
functions,  and  all  the  duties  afterwards  giren  to 
the  Attorney  General,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
seeond.  As  was  known  to  every  lawyer  in  the 
Con? ention,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Attor- 
ney General,  were  Just  as  clearly  settled  by  the 
eomoion  law,  and  by  English  statute  law,  as  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  judge  himself.  Why 
then,  he  repeated,  should  that  office  be  abolish- 
ed ?  He  objected  to  the  report  upon  the  ground, 
that  while  it  abolished  the  office  of  AtU>mey 
General,  the  want  was  not  supplied  by  adequate 
proTbions  for  any  other  officer,  with  the  like  ex 
oJ/Uio  powers.  He  regarded  these  powers  as  es- 
sentially necessary  to  the  presenration  of  the  sot- 
ereignty  of  the  State  ;  intimately  identified  and 
inseparably  connected  with  the  rery  idea  of  sor- 
ereignty  itself. 

Besides  the  powers  giren  to  this  officer  by  the 
common  law,  there  were  severil  statutes  in  Ma- 
ryland, which  had  superadded  other  duties  and 
obligations.  From  the  year  1776,  to  the  year 
1816,  the  powers  and  duties  of  this  officer,  re- 
mained precisely  as  at  common  law.  The  At- 
torney General  in  Maryland,  had  all  the  prero- 
gatives, rights,  duties,  and  powers,  which  the  At- 
tomey  General  iu  England  ever  had.  In  1816, 
however,  the  Legislature  had  thought  proper  to 
abolish  altogether  the  office  of  Attorney  General. 
The  act  of  1816,  chapter  247,  confirmed  by  the 
act  of  1817.  chapter  269,  was  simply  a  sweeping 
clause  abolishing  altogether  that  part  of  the 
Constitution,  which  created  the  office  of  Attor- 
ney General.  But  at  the  very  same  session  in 
which  this  latter  act  was  passed,  another  law  had 
paseed,  re-establishing  the  office,  superadding 
particular  duties,  and  defining  its  powers.  But 
this  law  was  simply  declaratory,  addin|(  nothing 
that  did  not  exist  before,  and  requiring  duties 
which  grew  out  of  the  nature  of  his  office,  and 
the  relation  he  held  to  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  State.  The  duties,  however,  were  imposed 
in  the  form  of  an  act  of  Assembly.  By  various 
succeeding  acts  of  Assembly,  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral was  required  to  superintend  the  execution  of 
all  the  revenue  laws  of  the  State  ;  to  approve  the 
bonds  given  by  public  officers  of  the  State,  and 
by  collectors  of  the  direct  tax ;  to  approve  cor- 
poration bonds,  bonds  of  insurance  companies, 
and  bonds  of  railroad  companies,  involving  mil- 
lions upon  millions.  He  was  to  examine  them, 
and  to  give  his  opinion  upon  them,  to  the  Go- 
vernor and  the  Treasurer,  whenever  required. 
All  these  powers  are  given  to  him,  besides  those 
common  law  powers,  by  act  of  Assembly.  What 
was  now  to  become  of  this  large  class  of  useful 
and  necessary  powers,  if  the  office  itself  should 
be  abolished  ?  Where  were  they  to  be  lodged  ? 
Did  the  report  lodge  them  in  the  counsel  to  be 
employed  by  the  State  ?  Far  from  it.  It  simplv 
said  that  the  Governor  might  employ  counsel, 
without  defining  any  duty  or  power  whatever, 
leaving  them  limited  to  the  particular  case  in 


which  he  should  be  employed.  He  would  ,sub» 
mit  it  to  the  Convention,  whether  the^  were  wil* 
ling  to  abolish  so  important  an  office,  without 
making  some  provision  for  these  cases.  If  gen- 
tleman did  not  choose  to  call  the  officer  Attorney 
General,  they  might  call  him  what  they  pleaaed, 
provided  the  necessary  powers  were  given  to 
him. 

The  gentleman  fVom  Cecil,  [Mr.  McLane,] 
seemed  to  have  taken  up  the  idea  that  the  office 
was  unnecessary,  and  had  drawn  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  office  of  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States  and  that  of  Maryland.  One  receiv- 
ed only  14,500  and  was  required  to  perform  all 
the  duties  performed  by  the  other,  at  a  salary  of 

$9  or|10,000.  What  had  all  this,  he  asked,  to 
o  with  the  office  of  Attorney  General  ?  If  the 
fees  were  too  large,  they  should  be  diminished. 
If  the  salary  was  too  large  it  could  be  reduced  to 
a  proper  and  reasonable  amount.  But  he  could 
see  no  reason  why  the  office  itself  should  be 
abolished,  or  that  it  was  unnecessary,  because 
these  enormous  fees  bad  been  paid  to  that  officer. 
The  gentleman  from  Cecil  had  gone  on  to' show 
that  various  sums  of  money  had  been  appropria- 
ted as  extra  compensation  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  his  deputies.  What  had  this  to  do  with 
abolishing  the  office  altogether .'  He  would  not 
say  that  the  Governor  had  lavishly  squandered 
away  ttie  public  money  by  giving  too  large  fees 
to  counsel.  He  would  neither  affirm  nor  deny  it. 
He  knew  nothing  about  the  facts  in  relation  to  it, 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  these  fees 
were  paid.  He  would  state,  however,  that  in 
all  these  cases  there  had  been  special  acts  of  the 
Legislature  to  warrant  the  acts.  During  the 
few  vears  that  he  had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
the  Legislature,  he  had  a  distinct  recollection  of 
being  called  upon  repeatedly  to  vote  upon  ireso- 
lutions  authorising  the  Governor  to  employ  ad- 
ditional counsel  for  particular  cases.  The  very 
case  in  which  the  Attorney  General  was  sent  to 
New  York,  was  authorised  bv  a  special  act  of 
the  Legislature;  and  he  would  undertake  to  say 
that  in  no  instance  had  these  extra  aopropriations 
been  made,  except  in  pursuance  or  resolutions 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  authorising  the 
Governor  to  make  this  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  He  had  never  done  it  of  his  own  ac- 
cord. But  all  this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
?iuestion  under  consideration.  It  was  not  now 
or  the  Convention  to  sit  in  judpient  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  Executive.  He  suppcned 
there  was  not  an  honorable  lawyer  in  the  State, 
who  would  not  claim  the  ri^ht  at  least  to  measure 
the  value  of  his  own  services;  and  there  would 
not  be  a  Governor  who  would  pay  more  than  he 
thought  the  services  to  be  worth. 

Hn  objection  to  the  first  article,  which  was 
now  under  consideration,  was,  that  it  abolished 
the  office  of  Attorney  General,  an  office  which 
he  thought  was  essentially  necessary.  No  state 
in  the  Union  was  without  such  an  oflBcer,  whose 
duties  were  to  prosecute  in  the  name  of  the  State, 
not  only  in  all  criminal  esses  but  in  all  civil  suits. 
In  hundreds  of  cases,  the  execution  of  criminal 
laws  would  be  frustrated.  If  there  ^«&'&5^^»s3^ 
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elothed  with  that  power  in  the  different  oountiet 
of  the  State.  Tijcre  was  no  stage  from  the  f orj 
eommencement  of  the  issuing  of  the  writ,  to  the 
clo^e,  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  supervise  the  administration  of  justice 
in  behalf  of  the  State.  Unless  such  an  office 
should  be  continued,  the  administration  of  the 
law  would  inevitably  suffer.  The  mere  appointr 
ment  of  counsel  by  the  Governor  would  not  re- 
medy the  evil,  because  that  counsel  would  not  be 
clothed  with  thene  powers  and  duties. 

As  to  the  mode  of  appointment,  be  was  indif- 
ferent about  it.  His  own  impression  was  that 
the  Attorney  General  oiigiit  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor;  that  every  Governor,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  term  of  service,  ought  to  have 
the  right  to  i^clect  his  Attorney  General  for  the 
term  of  four  years  He  saw  no  nece.ssity  for 
throwing  that  officer  before  the  people,  although 
he  had  no  jrreat  objection  to  it,  and  if  it  could 
be  the  will  of  t tic  majority  of  the  Convention  that 
the  Attorney  General  tdjould  be  elected  by  the 
people,  he  would  throw  no  impediment  in  tiie 
way  of  it.  He  fthonhi  be  in  favor  also  of  taking 
away  from  the  Attorney  General  the  power  of 
Folectiiig  his  deputies  which  seems  fo  much  to  be 
objected  to.  But  while  he  might  consent  to  the 
election  by  the  peopln,  he  believed  it  pioper  to 
have  an  eye  to  the  intt^rests  of  the  various  portions 
of  the  State-  He  was  opposed  to  the  election  by 
the  peofile  by  general  ticket,  because  he  be- 
lieved that  if  appointed  >)y  general  ticket,  the 
city  of  Baltimoie  vvould  elect  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral to  the  end  of  time.  He  would  prefer  to 
have  the  State  divided  into  districts,  giving  each 
district  one  term.  Regarding  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral as  the  contidcntial  a-.iviscr  of  the  Governor, 
it  seemed  to  him  more  proper  that  Ire  should  be 
selected  by  the  Governor.  The  selection  of  a 
new  Governor  every  four  years,  would  create 
such  a  rotation  in  the  office  of  Attorney  General 
as  would  satisfy  the  most  ultra  reformer  in  the 
State. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Baltimore  city,  paid. 

Considerations  of  false  delicacy  shall  not  with- 
hold the  reasons  for  tlie  vote  which  1  am  called 
on  to  give. 

Before  giving  those  reasons,  I  feel  at  liberty, 
with  a  view  to  correct  erroneous  impressions, 
some  of  which  have  appeared  in  tiie  public 
prints,  to  refer  to  the  causes  which  prevented 
mo  from  resigning  my  scat  in  this  Convention, 
when  1  was  honored  witli  the  commission  of  At- 
torney General. 

It  has  been  said,  that  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  ci-edentials  and  qualiQcations,  I  report- 
ed against  the  competency  of  any  person  to  sit 
in  this  Convention  who  held  any  office  of  profit 
under  the  State  government.  This  is  wholly  un- 
true. 

My  report  i.son  file,  and  will  show  that  I  ad- 
mitted the  competency  of  clerks,  registers  of 
wills,  and  all  otht-r  State  officers,  except  judges, 
to  hold  seats  in  this  Convention. 

Therefore,  the  retention  of  my  scat   in  this 
Convention  under  present  circumstances,  is  not 
inconsisUnl  with  my  own  report  on  credentials 
anJ  qujiiifications. 


By  the  advieeof  judicious  friends,  I  tm 
averse  to  troubliog  my  constituents  with  a  spe- 
cial election  to  fill  my  place  if  it  could  be 
avoided  consistently  with  Uie  public  interests  and 
my  duty.  Finding  that  my  office  oouM  be  coa- 
ducted  by  deputy,  according  to  law,  I  felt  that  the 

Sublic  interests  would  be  perfectly  safe  when  con* 
ded  to  the  integrity  and  ability  of  the  friend 
whom  I  have  selected.  So  much  for  the  charges 
against  my  inconsistency- 

In  voting  upon  the  office  which  I  now  hold,  1 
shall  vote  for  three  objects  and  for  any  measuiss 
which  will  effect  those  objects,  viz  : 

Fini^  I  shall  voVs  to  supersede  the  present  At^ 
tomey  Generalship. 

Suftndlyy  To  elect,  by  popular  ▼etc,  the  Proie- 
cuting  Attorneys  for  each  county  and  the  city  of 
Baltimore. 

Thirdly^  To  elect,  by  popular  vote,  throagh- 
out  the  State,  an  Attorney  General,  with  a  filed 
salary,  in  order  that  while  the  local  attotneyssa- 
perintend  the  local  business  of  the  State,  the 
Attorney  General  may  superintend  all  matters  of 
general  interests,  such  as  advising  the  Governor, 
arauing  causes  in  the  courts  of  appeals,  &c. 

These  are  the  views  which  I  have  formed  eon> 
scientiously,  and  I  shall  conscientiously  endeavor 
to  carry  the  mout  by  my  TOtes. 

Mr.  Spbnceil  regretted  that  he  could  notnp- 
port  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleasaa 
from  Cecil.  He  was  apprehensive  it  would 
bring  upon  the  State  innumerable  evils. 

That  gentleman  had  looked  back  to  the  vecy 
alarming  expenditures  in  extra  coospeDsation 
paid  to  Attorney  General  and  special  counfcli, 
employed  in  a  variety  of  cases  in  which  the  Stati 
of  Maryland  was  interested.  By  adopting  thn 
proposition,  he  feared  the  door  would  be  opened 
for  a  scene  of  corruption  in  the  legislature,  to  be 
avoided  at  all  times. 

if  it  was  the  intention  of  tlie   Convention  to 
abolish  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  something 
fixed  and  preciw  ought  to  be  adopted  as  the  course 
to  be  pursued  hereafter.     He  sliould  in  that  case, 
infinitely  prefer  the  section  reported  by  the  com* 
miitee,  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  freM 
Cecil.     He  would  prefer,  if  the   office  of  Attor- 
ney General  should  be  abolished,   that  the  Gov- 
ernor, under  his  high  responsibility  should  have 
the  power  of  employ  ing  special   counsel,  and  of 
regulating  and  controling  the  fees,  rather  than 
that  it  should  he  thrown  before  the  legislature. 
If  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil 
should  be  adopted,  the  legislature  must  do  one 
of  two  things— either  pass  a  law  authorizing  the 
Governor  to  do  the  very  thing  which  this  section 
now  authorised  him  to  do — or  refuse  to  pass  soei 
a  law  and  compel  the  Governor  in  eaeh  particu- 
'  lar  case  in  which  he  shall  have  occasion  to  em- 
-  ploy  counsel,  to  leave  to   them  the   right  to  ad* 
judge  the  fees  to  be  paid.    In  the  latter  €»Lse,vho 
would  be  willing  to  be  employed  to  transact  any 
important  business,  with  an  uncertainty  as  to  the 
fee  to  bo  allowed '  by    the    legislature.'    There 
would  be  counsel  willing  to  go  t>efore  the  legisla- 
ture by  iheir  friends,  and  by  appeals  and  other 
inducements,  expect  to  induce  the  legtalature  ti 


le  conipelJed  (o  lewrt  lo  )of- 
Tolling  anu  iningua,  in  ardiir  U>  obuin  k  luilabla 
foe.  TtM  urrietii  of  inch  men  n-ould  be  iott  U 
the  goTcrnment,  bj  the  atncridmcnl. 

He  VTu  gnllrely  opposed  In  llie  ■bolitmi  of 
the  office  of  Altucney  (itnenJ.  He  full)  *ereeil 
with  tlie  untimeiiu  of  tbe  nntJeoiBD  rrnm  Dilti- 
inare  citj,  (Mi.  BreniOann  would  vote  for  micb 
a  propoiiliun,  to  allow  the  people  of  Msrjloiul 
to  alecL  Iheir  own  local  officers  fut  theii  IocrI 
bu>iDru. 

He  regnrdnil  thn  office  of  Attorney  Ganetal 
with  the  same  liigh  opinion  as  Iho  gentleman 
fruin  Pripea  GEorge'i.  (Mr.  Bow^e.)  He  will)- 
ed  tbe  ularj  to  be  Ried  and  certain.  He  belier- 
ed  thnt  the  aute  would  nare  b;  the  adopti 
thiacouiM.  If  there  wa»  no  Attomej  Ueneia! 
Iti«  Governor  would  ba  Kiilbomeri  tn  emphij 
Kocb  couodel  19  the  eiJ|;eDcies  loigbt  tequlre.  or 
HamolntioDof  (be  iegiilatnre  niiehE  direcL 
The  reault  would  be,  that  in  each  intti nee,  spe- 
cial couiihI  would  be  employed.  If  the  Gover- 
nor should  have  occauon  at  oite  lime  to  consult  a 
lewjer,  A  would  be  cmptojied.  In  another  case, 
at  another  time,  B  would  be  employed.  To  tij 
a  case  in  the  courln,  C  would  he  emplojcd,  antl 
(o  try  anntber,  D  would  be  employed.  In  each 
caae,  enorrnoiu   soma   of  money    would  be  re- 

Witbout  intending  to  Bnd  any  fault  with  the 
officers  of  tbe  Kovernment,  he  would  my,  that 
during  the  laet  year,  neaily  five  thousand  dollars 
had  been  paid  in  eitrKordinary  cane*.  These  ex- 
traoc'iinary  cues  were  constantly  occurriag:. 
There  was  one  which  would  nece«»arily  "ooii 
come  up,  of  great  intercut  to  lbs  State  of  Maty- 
land. 

AC  the  present  moment  there  were  mcarceial- 
edin  the  Slate  prL^n  of  Pennsytv&nia,  two  inrii- 
Tiduais  for  haTing  nctuallj  uresled  fugitii'' 
staves  belongini;  to  a  i^nlleman  in  CecJ 
county.  By  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  if  a  ft 
male  escaped  from  a  xlave  Stale,  and  should  g\' 
birth  lo  ■  child  in  Pennijlvania,  the  child  ■--  ' 
birth  would  be  free.  No  »uch  doctrine  pi 
ed  bere,  and  here  WBna  question  tobedecMeil 
between  the  Stilei  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvn- 


nnhad  for  his  opinkM  by  the  nt«Hdent  of  tbe  Cni- 
tpd  Slates,  he  never  receirad  an  estra  fea  tot  it. 
Wbetherthe  case  nlalad  to  the  estmne  loath, 
or  wen,  or  notih,  ifthe  United  Sutes  were  iaiaiv 
C9tcd,the  Altornof  General  triad  it  at  lencUi 
H'ithout  corapenaauon.  So  it  would  ha  with  the 
.Miomey  General  oT  this  Stale.  If  his  compania- 
iion  was  fixed,  be  would  have  to  perform  all  Iha 
liuties  required,  while  it  would  bat  saving  to 
ihe  State  in  a  financial  point  of  view. 

He  had  no  apprehensien,  in  case  the  eleelioD 
of  the  Attorney  General  ihould  be  made  by  fsn- 
e rat  ticket,  and  in  the  disirictn,  althongh  thej 
were  not  required  by  the  Constitution  to  come 
from  the  districts,  thai  the  city  of  Baltimoiv 
would  be  able  lo  command  the  Attorney  Geoe- 
rsl  at  all  times.  Strong  and  powerful  as  the  ei^ 
vuafi,  bedid  nut  believe  she  would  ever  dbdertaka 
Id  do  so.  If  she  did,  it  would  be  found  that  Iha 
people  of  the  counties  would  riu,  CTiNuni,  (caitMt 
He  had  never  found,  in  the  gubernatorial 
[ioni,  that  when  the  person  selected  wai  not , 
:lly  from  that  city,  but  wan  identified  with 
»iy,  that  it  liad  any  inHuEDee  whatever  upoa 
ihfl  eily.  He  had  never  found  the  city  of  Balti- 
mors  undertaking  to  ai4iinie  the  right  to  select 
ibe  publicofficer,  lo  be  voted  for  by  the  people. 
M  the  same  time,  be  had  no  objection  to  tbe  pro- 
position suggested,  and  if  the  gubernatorial  eleo- 
tion*  were  to  be  from  dietricti,  the  same  reasoot 
would  eiitt  wiiy  the  Attorney  General  should  be 
vieoted  in  the  tame  way.  He  would  tberefoie 
vole  for  the  proposition. 

He  had  not  been  here  yesterday  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Anne  Aiundsl  [Mr.  Dorwy]  made 
4ome  renuiTls  in  reference  to  Ihe  riaitna  of 
Meters.  Carmicbael,  Dulany  end  Emory,  which 
bad  been  before  the  Legislature  of  Maryland. 
He  considered  these  remarks,  so  far  as  thcr 
leaded  to  depicciaie  this  claim,  unjust,  thou|li 
he  imputed  no  unkind  motive, 

Mr.  S.  here  precreded  to  explain  the  cIbidi, 
sod  lo  show  that  it  had  not  been  rejected  by  tlw 
Legislature,  and  should  not  be  prejudged  by  tbi 
"  .'       ,    .     .  jIj^  contrary,  it  bad  been  in 


11  would  have  to  go  to  the  supreme  court  o 
the  United  States  for  examination.  *He  men 
lioned  this  merely  as  an  instance  in  which  th< 
services  of  counsel  would  be  required.     Thct 


IS  innumerable  cues  constantly  arismy.    *PP^'' 


.L     ,,i,-,j  L     -,    '  uonveniion,  oue  on  lue  coinrmry,  il  naa  uee: 
octrine  nreJaii-  '  '^^^  acknowledged  by   the   Legislature, 

would  take  occasion  further  to  say.  in  referenca 
to  the  claim  of  Mr.  HcCullough,  in  his  opinian, 
Ihe  Stale  was  as  much  bound  lo  refuse  Ibe  judg- 
ment of  Che  referees  in  bis  fsvor,  as  tbey  would 
be  by  tbe  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  It 
bad  been  jvdged  by  a  special  Court,  who  were 
'''  '  '-    as  much  respect  ae  the  CoDTt  «<' 


w  out  of  tile  very  Constitii 
lion  which  they  were  framing.  If  tli«se  case' 
were  loft  to  be  managed  by  speciil  counsel  to  b< 
employed  for  each  rase,  large  sums  of  oionc; 
would  annually  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  t< 
pay  for  these  services.  Instead  of  this,  an  Ai 
lornry  General,  with  a  certain  and  fixed  salary 
GOuld  try  all  these  cases,  as  Uib  Attorney  Gene 
ral  of  the  United  Slates  was  required  to  try  el 
caNS  in  which  the  United  SCaten  are  eoaeemed 
However  uiffieully  Uie  task,  or  however  volunii 
■       '  -  ■    -isary  lo  consult, -"- 


Mr.  GwiNN  laid  that  he  did  not  intern)  to  ak 
I  lade  to  tbe  case  of  the  gentlemen  who  bad  acted 
'  as  srbitralors  in  tbe  McCuUouKh  case.  He  did 
!  not  understand  that  sD  aspersion  bad  been  east 
'  upon  their  conduct,  either  by  any  here,  or  in 
I  the  Legislature;  snd  their  high  cbaiacteT  rendsr- 
'  ed  a  defence  unnecessary  He  intended  only  t» 
make  a  very  brief  reply  lo  the  argument  of  Ibe 
',  genllenisn  from  Prince  Georges,  (Mr.  Bowie.) 
I  He  has  critictKd  the  report  of  the  commhtteo 
-■--  of  the  true  character  «rf 
Lssud,^ -«« iKisaBa^ 
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ipon  law,  it  in  neeetstry  to  preteribe  his  dnties 
in  the  CoDftitution,  or  by  legiilatif e  act.  The 
Attorney  Generahhip,  as  kaofm  to  the  English 
law,  ii  a  very  different  office  from  that  provided 
for  in  our  system.  In  England,  the  King  is  the 
source  of  all  judicial  and  executive  authority. 
The  judges  and  Attorney  General  who  represent 
a  delegated  portion  of  nls  sovereign  executive 
authority,  are  common  law  officers,  because  a 
parliamentary  creation  of  the  office  of  judge  or 


required  a  reply.  In  saying  that  he  daalred  to 
escape  from  the  diseusaion,  he  would  not  be  under- 
stood as  entertaining  any  doubts  as  to  the  opiDions 
he  had  expressed  yesterday;  becau^•  thoee  opin* 
ions  had  been  the  result  of  a  deliberate  examma- 
tion. 

He  believed  there  was  a  great  principle  at  the 
foundation  of  this  proceeding,  and  unless  his  ob- 
jection was  removed,  he  could  never  give  it  Mi 
assent.    The  Convention  was  assembted  for  the 


Attoniey  General  would  have  been  a  limitation  I  purpose  of  miking  a  new  Constitution  for  the 

upon  the  common  law  authority  of  the  crown.  -  ^ 

but  in  Maryland  the  case  is  widely  different. 
We  have  no  commtm  law  officer  whatever^  and  th« 
Attorney  General  cannot  exist  unless  the  office 
is  recognised  by  the  Constitution  or  by  tome  pub- 
lie  law.  He  may  have,  if  you  please  so  to  call 
them,  common  law  powers,  but  these  are  but  the 
general  and  necessary  powers  of  every  State,  in- 
cidentally deputed,  ana  not  by  the  force  of  the 
oomoKMi  law  a  part  of  the  office  itself. 

The  first  mention  made  of  the  office,  the  gen- 
tleman tells  us,  is  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
Certainly,  no  more  conclusive  answer  could  be 
afforded  to  an  argument  founded  upon  its  exist- 
ence as  common  law. 

Mudi  had  been  said  about  corruption  which 
would  result  if  counsel  designated  were  left  to 
make  his  claim  upon  the  Legislature.  He  thought 
it  certainly  much  wiser  that  the  Executive  should 
have  the  po«ver,  but  it  is  wiser  to  trust  to  the 
general  care  and  diligence  of  the  Legislature  in 
'examining  such  occasional  chims  as  may  arise, 
and  to  the  character  of  the  person  emploved  by 
the  Executive,  than  for  the  tear  of  sucfi  abuse  to 
continue  such  an  officer  in  our  Stat^Government. 
Since,  if  their  counsel  is  of  their  own  selec- 
tion, they  will  have  no  shelter  from  the  effects 
of  an  improper  decision. 

Can  it  be  said,  that  when  such  emergencies 
arise,  proper  counsel  cannot  be  obtained,  if  the 
whole  bar  of  the  State  is  open  to  their  choice  ? 
But  the  objection  is  taken  that  such  counsel 
would  not  be  subject  to  the  responsibility  of  a 
sworn  officer.  In  the  usual  relations  of  attorney 
and  client,  though  involving  large  amounts  of 
property,  and  even  life  itself,  such  checks  have 
not  been  deemed  needful;  and  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  a  higher  guarantee  would  be  required 
for  the  service  of  the  State 

Some  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the  extra  fees 
which  have  been  paid  by  the  State  during  the 
past  twelve  years;  and  i  he  argument  is  that  it 
would  be  wiser  to  pay  a  certain  salary  than  such 
irregular  fees.  The  sum,  though  considerable, 
does  not  amount  to  an  average  of  more  than  two 
thousand  a  year,  which  is  about  the  compensa- 
tion which  some  seem  to  think  sufficient  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  an  Attorney  Gene- 
ral. Yet,  this  system  obtained  while  there  was 
an  Attorney  General,  and,  yet  it  is  alluded  to  as 
a  consequence  of  the  want  of  one.  The  argument 
is  certainly  extraordinary. 

Mr.  McLanc  baid,  that  he  had  been  drawn 
into  the  discussion  on  vcsterday.  He  would  very 
glMdlj  escape  from  it;  but  aome  Temarks  made  by 
lAei^eoUeman  from  Prince  Q«ocf^e'S)\>U*^^'^A^ 


people;  and  the  punlic  had  a  right  to  expect  tfaAt 
the  new  Government  would  not  be  more  expen- 
sive than  the  present.  In  the  creation  of  that 
new  Government,  no  officer  would  be  continued 
who  was  not  indispensably  necessary  to  its  wise  and 
efficient  administration.  Unless  it  could  be  shown 
that  the  office  of  Attomev  General  was  of  thii 
character,  which  had  not  been  ahown  to  his  sat- 
isfaction— he  should  feel  bound  to  resist  the  eon- 
tinuance  of  that  office.  The  gentleman  from 
Prince  George*s  had  referred  to  the  afnouots  paid 
during  the  last  twelve  years,  as  stated  by  hinnelf, 
(Mr.  McL.,)  on  yesterday.  Hb  object  had  beta 
to  show  that  the  office  of  Attomej  General  wu 
entirely  useless;  for  otherwise  this  large  amoont 
of  money  would  not  have  been  paid  for  extra 
compensation.  There  had  been  twelve  or  fifteen 
cases  to  which,  by  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Prince  George^,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Attorney  General  to  attend.  The  cases  of  spe- 
cial legislation  were  not  included  in  that  paper, 
in  a  single  instance,  because  it  was  not  the  dn^ 
of  the  Attorney  General  by  virtue  of  hb  office, to 
give  his  attention  to  these  cases  without  any  con- 
pensation  whatever.  Yet  it  would  t>e  found  with 
that  office,  exbting  with  all  its  rigor,  that  this 
large  amount  of  money  had  been  paid  by  tbois 
officers. 

Was  it  not  a  fair  deduction,  to  say  that  the  office 
wan  useless,  and  that  some  other  system  ought  ta 
be  adopted  which  would  be  of  more  advantage  to 
the  State?  He  had  adverted  to  abuses,  and  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  do  so.  He  had  simplj 
referred  to  the  fact,  that  iffwhile  there  bad  bcea 
an  Attorney  General,  it  had  been  necessary  to 
employ  officers  'at  an  ^expenditure  of  |23,000  b 
twelve  years,  his  services  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with.  Unless  it  could  be  shown,  upon  grounds  not 
hitherto  brought  before  the  Convention,  that  the 
office  was  necessary,  he  must  continue  to  be  op- 
posed to  its  continuance. 

What  were  the  duties  of  the  Attorney  Creneial, 
and  upon  what  grounds  was  he  to  be  retained? 
The  reference  of  the  gentleman  fhwn  Priace 
George,  to  the  acts  of  Assembly,  explaining  the 
duties  of  the  Attorney  General,  hsa  opened  ts 
his  mind  an  entirely  new  consideration;  and  had 
satisfied  him  more  than  any  thing  else,  that  the 
office  was  now  entirely  unnecessary.  The  offiee 
was  originally  created  under  the  Constitotioa; 
and  the  gentleman  supposed  that  the  Attonwy 
General  so  created  by  the  Constitution,  wss  tike 
the  Attorney  General  under  the  common  bw  is 
England.  The  case  where  the  Attorney  Geosfsl 
had  resided  upon  the  Eastern  Shore,  without  sl> 
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would  be  similar  to  the  office  of  Attorney  Gen- 
eral in  England. 

Anurior  to  the  aet  of  1817,  the  duty  of  the 
Attorney  Oeneral  would  be  esaentially  different 
from  thoie  of  the  Attorney  Oeneral  of  England, 
where  it  was  the  duty  to  take  care  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  crown  in  all  cifil  causes.  He  hardly 
knew  of  a  cifil  case  here,  in  which  the  Attorney 
Oeneral  had  rendered  any  assistance.  Accord- 
ing to  ihe document  to  which  he  had  referred,  the 
Attorney  General  attended  in  no  case  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  State  in  a  civil  suit,  without  beinff 
paid  foe  it,  independently  of  the  fees  and  per- 

Suisites  of  his  office.  He  knew  of  no  such  case, 
le  supposed  the  act  of  1817  to  be  intended  in 
aome  degree  to  remedy  this  defect  It  was  not 
necessary  now  to  call  attention  to  that  act,  as  it 
had  been  subsequently  repealed  by  the  act  of 
1831,  in  which  the  duties  of  the  Attorney  Gsin- 
eral  were  defined.  The  act  of  1821,  provided  as 
follows : 

**That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  GoTemor  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council,  appoint  and 
commission  a  person  of  sound  leg^l  knowledge, 
who  shall  be  styled  Attorney  Oeneral  of  Mary- 
larid,  and  who,  previous  to,  and  during  his  acting 
as  such,  shall  reskie  in  this  State;  and  it  shall  be 
the  doty  of  the  said  Attorney  General,  to  prose- 
cute aiid  defend  on  the  part  of  the  State,  all  cases 
now  depending,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
brought  in  or  removed  to  any  of  the  counties  of 
this  State,  by  or  against  the  State,  or  wherein 
the  State  shall  or  may  be  inieres ted,  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  Attorney  General  heretofore  was 
accustomed  to  do,  or  could  do;  and  he  shall  have, 
exercise,  and  use  all  and  every  the  powers  and 
authorities  in  and  relating  to  the  same,  as  the 
Attorney  General  heretofore  had  used  and  exer- 
cised, or  can  have,  use  and  exerrise  in  similar 
oases;  and  be  shall  give  his  opinion  and  advice 
whenever  he  shall  be  required  by  the  General 
Assembly,  or  either  branch  thereof,  by  the  Gov- 
erqor  and  Oouncil,  or  by  the  Tjeasurer  of  the 
Eastern  and  Western  Shore,  or  any  deputy  he 
may  appoint,  on  any  matter  or  subject  depend- 
ingbeiore  them." 

The  object  of  this  act  was  to  define  the  duties 
more  parucularlj,and  to  give  the  Attomev  Gen- 
eral the  authority  to  appoint  deputies.  AH  the 
duties  were  provided  for  in  this  act;  and  were 
all  transferrea  to  the  Prosecuting  Attumevs  of  the 
several  counties  and  of  the  cit^  of  Baltimore. 
The  Attorney  General  had  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
according  to  the  scheme  now  proposed. 

The  proposition  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  dispose  of  the  entire  first  branch  of 
the  act  of  1821,  and  devolve  the  duties  now 
nominally  discharged  by  the  Attorney  General, 
upon  the  county  prosecutors.  Who  could  doubt 
that  under  this  system,  an  intelligent  people,  in 
any  part  of  the  State,  would  select  indivkluals 
quite  competent  to  the  discharge  of  these  duties  ? 
What  would  be  the  remaining  duties  of  the  At* 
tomey  General?  To  give  his  opinion  and  ad- 
rice  whenever  required  so  to  do  by  the  General 
Ajnembly,  or  by  either  branch  thereof ,by  theOo- 
yeraor  and  council,  or  the  treasurer  of  the  East- 


em  or  Western  Shore,  upon  any  auettlon  pend- 
ing before  them.  He  would  ask  the  Convention 
if  they  were  now  prepared  to  continue  this  office 
of  Attorney  General,  for  no  other  purpoee  than 


to  five  opinions. 
Th 


he  gentleman  firom  Queen  Anne*s,  had  spoken 
of  the  salarv  What  gentleman,  it  had  been 
asked,  weuld  take  the  office  for  |3500  a  year,  or 
for  less  than  that  amount?  He  doubted  whether 
it  would  be  taken  by  a  competent  person,  for  less 
than  $3000.  The  system  under  which  they  were 
now  acting,  was  other  than  that.  Taking  |^3000, 
the  amount  paid  for  the  last  twelve  years,  it 
would  amount  to  but  $1700  per  annum,  so  that  it 
seemed  that  the  Governor  and  the  State,  had  had 
the  benefit  of  the  best  talent  and  most  eminent 
counsel  in  the  State,  at  $1700.  Upon  everr  prin- 
ciple, therefore,  the  office  was  shown  to  be  en- 
tirely useless,  and  experience  had  proved  that  a 
fixed  salary  would  not  dispense  at  all  with  the  ob- 
jection he  had  stated. 

He  was  willing  to  concede  that  this  amend- 
ment was  not  strincent  enough  or  broad  enough 
to  remedy  the  evil  entirely.  The  argument  of 
the  gentleman  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  was 
founded  upon  abuses  that  might  creep  in,  under 
this  amendment,  in  the  Leg  slature.  The  gen- 
tleman supposed  that  every  case  that  occurred 
was  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislatore  and  deci- 
ded p<r  ae.  That  was  not  his  intention.  He  in- 
tendied  to  have  the  Legislatore  take  up  the  sub- 
ject and  prescribe  regulations  at  once»  by  which 
the  Governor  would  be  bound,  when  he  came  to 
select  counsel.  They  would  prescribe  some 
general  rule  by  which  the  compensation  should 
be  regulated  by  the  governmenL  That  was  his 
inteution,  and  this  would  prevent  the  abuses 
which  the  gentleman  had  suggested.  If  that 
gentleman  required  that  the  amendment  should 
be  more  strict,  if  he  would  make  sugge«tJons  as 
to  the  mode,  he,  (Mr.  McLane,)  would  cheer- 
fully adopt  them.  He  would  gladly  put  it  out  of 
the  power,  either  of  the  Governor  or  of  the  Le- 

Sislature  to  abuse  the  power,  should  eiiher  of 
lem  be  disposed  so  to  ao,  which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve would  ever  be  the  case.  He  could,  there- 
fore, see  no  difficulty  growing  out  of  it.  llie 
office  of  Attorney  Oeneral  was  no  longer  the 
constitutional  office.  It  was  an  office  of  the  law, 
and  if  the  bill  was  passed,  Uie  Legislature  might 
create  the  office  of  Attorney  General  just  as  it 
had  already  been  created.  Jt  might  be  done 
now,  by  Act  of  Assembly,  as  well  as  m  1821 ; 
and ,  he  thought  it  important  to  prevent  it.  When 
the  second  section  should  come  under  considera- 
tion, he  would  offer  an  amendment  to  prevent  It 
In  the  mean  time,  he  could  see  no  benefit  to  re- 
sult from  the  appointment  of  an  officer  with  a 
fixed  sakry  of  $1700,  $2800  or  $3000,  unless  it 
could  be  shown  that  the  duties  of  that  officer 
could  thus  bo  most  economically  discharged^  ^ 
The  abuses  of  the  Legislature,  which  could  be 
suarded  against,  would  constitute  no  objection  to 
bis  proposition. 

Mr.  Spemcer  s^id  that  every  one  would  ac- 
knowledge that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  adopt  a  Constitution  whiqh  would  limit 
the  expenses  of  the  Steto  aa  mn.^  %».  ^^sak^e^.^^ 
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and  which  would  exclude  all  useless   ofiicen. 'the  Supreme  court  of  New  York.    The  Attomer 

The  quention  now  arobc,  is  the  office  of  Attorney  General  had  now  been  notified  to  attend  tltk't 

General  a  useless  oner    And  this  was  the  point  court  in  May  next  for  tlie  purpose  of  arguing:  the 

with  which  he  took  issue  witli  the  gentleman  case.    So  it  would    be   at   all    timw,  and  aueii 
who  had  preceded  him,  (Mr.  McLane  )    That  cases  would  always  arise,  more  especially  since 

gentleman's  whole  argument  showed,  the  hbtory  tlie  passage  bv  the  Congrcsis  of  the  UllitH^:^lalfj! 

of  the  State  showed,  that  the  State  of  Maryland  of  the  act  protecting  the  right  of  the  master  to 

required  the  assistance  of  legal  advice.    The  slave  pniperty.    It  should  be  made  the  duty  of 
whole  history  of  the  State  showed  that  tlietejthc  law  officer  of  the  State  to  try  all  cases  m 

had  not  been  a  period  when  she  had  not  required  which  the  State  has  an  interest,  and,  in  such 

it.    The  only  ditierence  between  the  gentleman  cases,  as  might  be  necessary,  to  employ  as!»islABt 

and  himself  was  this  :    How  is  the  State  to  hsve  counsel.     In  this  way  they  could  correct  abuses, 

this  assistance  r  His  friend  had  said  that  there  would  be  no  ne- 

Should  the  Governor  have  the  privilege  to  se-  cessity  for  an  Attorney  General,  because  the  de^ 

lect  special  counsel  in  all  times  and  all  cases,  or  puty  attorneys  throughout  the  counties,  nodouirt. 

should  the  State  have  a  responsible  law  adviser  would  bo  selected  fur  their  learning,  wisdom  ar.<i 

upon  whom  it  could  rely^    This  was  the  ques-  position.    The  gentleman  should  recollect  tfcst 

tion.    The  reason  why  his   learned   friend  was  :  the  emoluments  of  these  offices  in  the  counties, 
opposed  to  this,  was  not  because  the   SUte  did  j  are  very  small,  and  the  question  was  >et  to  be  d«- 

not  require  counsel,  but  his  argument  was  that  termined  whether  they  will  command  the  con- 

the  office  had   been  abused.    Jt   the  office  had  sitleration  of  nien  of  the  character  of  which  iie 

been  abused,  why  did  not  his  learned  friend  sug-  ^^  spoken,  particularly  when,  in  addition  to  tiif 

gest  a  mode  by  which  the  abuses  could  be  cor-  *»™»l«*  Paji  *«  o^c*"  »<•«  ^  *>«  of  short  tenure, 

jected,  rather  than  the  abolition  of  the  office  it-  The  gentleman  had  also  said,  in  reference  to 

self?    Any  other  office  in  the   State  might  be  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Marytaod, 

abused,  and  did  it  follow  that  because  the  office  that  when  that  officer  resided   on  the  Eastern 

wasabused,therefore  it  should  be  abolished?  No;  Shore,  he  took  no  part  in  the  office  of  Attoroej 

wisdom  would  seem  to  suggest  that  to  avoid  General.    The  gentleman  would  allow  htm  i 

abuse,  they  should  provide  a  check  to  prevent  it.  say  that  he  was  mistaken.    The  Attorney  Gene- 

What  had  been  the  abuse  complained  of  in  ral  did  not  prosecute  in  any  county  regular»j,lmi 

reference  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General?    It  whenever  the  public  interest  was  at  stake,  and 

was  not  that  that  officer  had  not  performed  his  whenever  the  Governor  had  occasion  to  require 

cuty,  nor  that  the  State  had  not  «lerived  ess#»n.  a  legal  opinion  or  his  counsel,  he  was  always  at 

tial  service  from  his  learning  and  ability.    The  *»o"**-    "was  true  that  when  he  appeared  in  the 

fault  complained  of  was  that  the  Legislature  had  court  of  appeals,   and  tried  any  peculiar  esse. 
not  defined  the  mode  of  paying  him  for  services  :  af/nown  by  the  record,  extra  compenration  wis 

rendered;  that  iu  leaving  the   rate  of  payment  al'owed  h,,,,.  But  this  re>ulled  fr»m  deltct  in  the 

open  and  uncertain,  abuses   had  crept  iu.  and  '"^'^^  «^  payment,  not  from  the  system  itself, 

laigp  sums  had  been  appropriated   foi   the  pay-  The  gentleman  from  Cecil  had  said,  that  abvjl 

meiit  of  services  which  were  unreasonable  and  61"00  per  year,  had  been  paid    by  the  Slate  for 

uncalled  for.    Now  he  would  go  with  his  friend  some  }cars  past  to  counsel,  in   addition  to  whai 

for  the  correction  of  these  abuses,  and  how  could  had  been  paid  to  the  Attorney  General  b}  ivgu- 

th<>y  be  corrected.''  ^^^  ^^^'     "^  "ad  no  doubt  that  this  es^ti mate  sri; 

All  admitted  that  the  State  might  require  le-  «=?"<*r^;    "*•!  C-^^*'-  S.,)  believed  that  if  tlie  pev^ 

gal  services  and    law   advice.     Ut  them  have  a  P'«  *>/,  ^^^  ^l«^«  .^;«r<*  a  loncd  to  have  an  Atlor- 
renponFible  officer  to  take  G«re  of  the  intei-e«is  of  i  ^cy  General,  with  a  salary  of  ^2000  per  annum, 

the  Slate,  and  give  him  a   fixed    salary,  beyond  and  each  county  and  the  city  of  Baltimore, U- 

which  they  could  no(  co.    By  this    means  they  elect  their  local  attorneys,  it  would   be  mach 

would  prevent  abuses,\nd  secure  to  the  Slate.  R'^jie  economical  thau  the  syi^teui  i.ow   pursued, 

the  serviceb  which  ithad  at  all  times  rcquiied.  At  or  the  one  r«coiii mended   by  the  amendmei.l  to 

this  very  moment,  many  cases  ari>c  in   pmspec-  ^"<^  ^'/'l;     "*^  ^'^  '»"^  believe  that  there  would  •>« 

live,  and  there  was  now  a    great  and  important  a^O'  dilhculiy  in  ootaining  able  men  for  >iOO" 

ease  pending  in  the  State  of  Mar>laiid,  bv   and  per  ye^n".     "«  thought  that  dist  inn  niched  ixi«ii 

through  one  of  her  citizens,  and  the  Stale  of  Now  «^«"'a  "«  oblaincd  for  -ir.uu  jHjr  annum. 
York,  growing  out  of   tlie  case  of    .Mr.  Lee,  of      lie  was  of  the  ophiion  that  the  Attorney  Geo- 

Frederick.     He  had   arrested  one  of  his  slaves,  eral  should  have  nothing  to  do   with  the  prcae- 

This  slave,  under  a  process,  had  buen  taken  out  culion  of  ordinary  cases  in  the  courib,  but  Sijuuid 

of  Mr.  Lee's  hands  t>y  Judfre   Kilwards,  of  New  merely  gi\e   advice    to   the   Governor,  and  ti; 

York,as  lie  was  in  the  act  of  bringing  him  home  ca!»es  bruut^ht  up  to  tl.v.  court  of  appeals,  by  \U 

and  uiidet  a  decision  of  the  Judge,  delivered  out  depiitit>  of  tiie  counties, 

of  custody.  Kif\etiii  hundred  dollars  peraituum,  he  rcpea:- 


P 

The  case  was  now  actually  pending,  aud  was  to  six  months  in  the  course  of  a  year. 

/lave  beeu  argued  at  the  last  February  term  of      Mr.  Cha.mbkrs,  of  Kent    riioc  monlb*. 


S3t 

Hn  BrBvcaa-  Tb«  gantlemui  rrom  Kent  -i  eJ  companulion  and  be  rnguireJ  by  law  to  par- 
Mja,  thai  Ihey  hava  to  be  Hwaj  from  home  nine  form  luch  dutici  ai  ihould  be  istigned  to  nioi  b; 
■MmUu.  Mr.  S.  laiil,  that  beliaTinij  tli  0\  law.  Tiiii  would  'ertiialy  be  belter  l^a^  to 
would  procure  (he  acrvicei  ut  a  ci|>able  penon  \  have  a  clui  ar  indiiiduila  irreiponsible  lu  the 
H  Altoroeji  General,  he  wonJd  be  wIllinK  luvote  I  Slate. 

'  a  Tor  bis  in I  compen«aiion.  ^r.  C.  then  read  h»  a.ihMitiite.  which  he  ujd 

wu  baani  upun  ihs 


Mr.  CaitruLD  tlaiMl  hii  purpM 
Dot  to  protuDit  thr  debate,  but  «im|ily  lo  give  no- 
tiea  of  aaubatitute  which  ha  inl ended  to  firopote, 
when  in  order,  for  the  Gr«t  leciiDii.  i  efDrc  do- 
ing tbii.  howeier,  he  dmirpd  Ui  notice  a  tiiiKle 
vi«w  taken  bjltie  genlleoian  rroiii  Ceiil.  (Mr. 
MeLane.}  That  gentleni^in't  uT^iinieni  wm, 
tfaMUiH  Oee  wai  uiineceKBarj,  He  had  read 
to  tb«  Convention  an  amendment  wlUr.li  Ihe 
chainnaa  of  the  commiitee  who  reported  thin 
afticle  pTOpotrd  lo  offer,  hj  whii  h  the  power  of 
lb*  proaeculing  allorneja  would  coier  all  the 
dulioa  of  Atturnev  Geneml,  cacepl  Ihote  fur  ad- 
Tiimg  ibe  exMUtiTe  department.  There  were 
other  elawaa  of  earn  which  the>a  offii^n  must 
baealladupon  lo  aianiine.  There  were  caies 
eoaUnuallj  ariijng  in  the  land  offii  e,  gruwingout 
af  fttaiB  lawi,  which  mint  be  aitended  lo.  as 
■iMeliil  and  chancnjcsart.  Wiiat  did  the;«n- 
lleman  propoaeT  I  h»t  when  the- e  ciiunarciw, 
tha  dart  ihould  inform  the  Guiumar  who  will 
dalapuaomemdiTlduallnnllend  lolhe  intereils 
of  tbeSute.  Thiiihowed  thatthpaprvic'iof  a 
l^aliiinerr  were  neceuaryto  the  Slate,  and  the 

Sation  then  waa— and  Ihe  bill  was  baaed  upon 
hypotbetia  that  the  eer.vicei  ol  counsel  u-ere 
■MCttiBry— whether  IhpT  w«re  to  have  tbedu- 
tin  performed  by  an  officer  who  wu  an  officer 
oflaw,  wboee  duties  would  be  preacribrd  by 
law,  who  woold  act  und'r  the  rrnpoiiiibitity  or 
an  oalb.and  who  would  receive  a  fiipd  wltry.or 
whether  tbey  wpre  to  have  an  individual  lo  be 
■•lected  by  ihe  Goveioor,  under  no  reiponsilil- 
ity,  (uiilrd  by  no  law,  and  withnodii'ydrGned, 
and  to  rweiTe  an  nnllmited  amount  oreampen- 
HtiooT  On  one  hand,  the  dutin  would  Im  nn 
defined,  and  the  comFcnolion  unfixed;  on  the 
oUiar  Innd  the  dutiaa  would  be  defined  and  thi' 
roipanaibiliiy  known. 

r,  teemed  to  him  that  the  ammenlt  of  both 
aideiadmitted  ibat  tome  individual  waa  iiecea- 
^J  to  perform  some  portion  of  lbs  duty  which 
the  Attorney  General  nerrtofore  had  been  re- 
quired to  perform  He  thought  it  waa  better 
to  hare  an  Attorney  General,  than  to  adopt  thp 
mode  tag{estad  by  the  gandemin  from  Cecil. 

ir  the  Allotney  General  received  la^t  year 
|B000,  why  not  daviw  aoiiM  schema  to  prevent 
UH  amouDt  from  accruioK  lo  him?  They 
MuUI  limit  the  amount  The  argumenl  had  bcsn 
■iged  ihat  iron,  in  addition  to  the  fee*,  had 
bMD  paid  fur  extra  compensitirm.  These  fer> 
would  continue  lobe  fi*en  until  the  law  thouhJ 
be  altered,  ao  as  to  (ive  to  Ihe  Atlorney  Gen*- 
nl  a  eerlain  salary,  l  he  Legialatuia  had  givei 
thir  aum  re^larly  IhenMelvet'.  if  not  directly 
Ihe^  had  direcled  Ihe  Govenior  todo  iL  Unlev 
they  raetrained  Iha  Legiilature,  these  expend  i 
turee  would  atill  |0  on.     Economy  waa  ~   ~  ' 


oria-JI,a)rullDWl: 
SrclionlK.  The  Governor.bv  and  wi  h  Ihe 
Ivico  and  consent  of  Ihe  Seiialv,  rhull  appoint 
It-  person  of  inicgrity  ai  d  tnunU  legal  kimw- 
Agt.  wlio  thall  be  a  citizen  of  ib«  Unitml 
States,  and  sh'il  have  resided  at  lea^t  Sre  years 
IT1  thi"  BtnlG,  before  ijia  lime  of  hi--  appoinlmpnl. 
who  shall  be  iivleil  Ailnrnev  GeiiEral  <■(  Marr- 
aiHl;  he  ahall  reiiido  in  lliis  'Stnle  while  he  <  Od- 
inue*  to  acl  at  aiich;  shall  hold  hi^  office  for  the 
Rrm  ofr.uryear*,  and  khill  qualify  by  tjkinj; 
luch  oath  an  may  be  pre>crtbe<l  hv  law,  bii>i  il 
ihall  lie  his  duty  tii  prowcule  and  defend,  on  Ihe 
iirtuftlie  Stale,  allcisrs  whichatthe  lime  of 
he  adnplinn  of  thisronvtilutlon  and  Ihcicancr. 
Tiay  be  dependi'i;  in  Ihe  cnurls  of  upppslt  by  or 
iCai'isI  the  Stxte,  or  nhereiii  the  State -ihBll  be 
iiiereslEd,  in  ihr  forne  manner  ai  iha  Attorney 
"  do.  or  can  do,  and  he 

le  all  and  every  the 
lioritirs  in  anil  rclaiins  lo  Ihe 
iniey  General  now  hai,  use.  and 


n  have  i 


_. _._    .    ..  .      onferred 

II {>on  tha  Slate  s  Attonirys,  to  tw  provided  fur 
hareaner,  and  he  rliall  e)** ''■>  opinion  in  wri- 
linr  whenever  required  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly or  either  branch  lliereof.lhe  Governor,  the 
Ti  easurer,  or  any  Stale's  A  llnriiey.  on  any  mol- 
Inr  or  suhj.  ct  depcndiiif^  before  liicm,  end  when 
required  by  Ihe  Go»enior  nr  Iha  General  Aiaem- 
i>ly  he  shall  -id  an;  Slate "i  Atlomc}  in  prosecu- 
ling  any  suit  or  action  brmight   liy  ihe  tiute   ir 


rtofth 


ind  proeerute  or  defend  any  suitor  sclion  in  any 
nfsaid  courts,  on  Ihe  peit  of  ihe  btaie,  as  the 
tiene.-al  As-enuly,  or  ihe  Governor,  acting  ac- 
cording to  taw,  shall  direct  lo  be  commeneed, 
prose  ut'd  or  defended,  and  he  shall  receive  for 
hiiMrviccs  an  annual  •alir;  of  dnilan.but 

be  -hall  not  be  ei<l.llrd  lo  receive  any  feei,  per- 
quiailei  or  rewards  whatever,  in  addition  to  the 
~'irT  aforesaid,  for  Ihe  performance  of  anj  offi- 
duly  )  nr  have  power  to  appoint  any  iKOnt, 
represenialiva,  or  dcpuiy,  under  any  circum- 
siancei  whatever. 

Mr.  JaHiTEB  laid,  thai  Ihe  hill  as  reported  and 
the  amcndmeTils  end  aub^ttlules  oBered,  all  pro- 
law  officer  of  the  Stale  ■■  necessary. 


oneed.d 


The 


q'lMlions  which  arise  were,  whether  he  should 
be  called  an  Atlorney  Generil  or  mere  counsel 
employed  bv  Uie  Governor;  whether  he  ahoutd 
be  appoinled  oi  aUclad,  and  what  cumpenntion 
he  should  receive.  1  bvae  enilrracrd  the  eener' 
al  views  of  the  amendments.  An  obje<;tii>n  had 
been  urged  lathe  iipoinlm^nl  or  election  of  an 
A'tamey  Ganeral  up^n  the  Krouod  of  eipensc. 
The  gentleman  from  Ceoil,  |hlr.  McLan«lhad 
■  ---     -of  l*i*<^y«.\»;S.  •vS^wy'aifc 
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jeot  was  economy,  which  be  denominated  the 
platform  of  the  Convehtion— that  economy  was 
the  great  bastfl  upon  which  the  ConveDtton  was 
called.  He  (Mr  J.,)  would  admit  this  was  one 
ohjpctf  and  if  they  would  examine  the  differeni 
bills  reported,  they  would  find  that  it  had  been 
carried  out  as  far  as  it  could  go.  With  all  the 
billii  reported,  economy  had  been  the  order  of 
the  day.  But  this  was  not  the  only  objent  of  the 
Convention.  Its  object  was  also  to  take  away 
the  life  tenure  of  the  offices  of  the  lodges  and 
others.  This  was  one  great  complaint  of  the 
people — it  was  ahio  to  restrain  within  proper 
limits  the  legislative  and  Executive  departments 
of  ibe  Government. 

In  regard  to  economy,  how  was  it?  It  was 
provided  by  the  substitutes  of  the  gentleman  from 
Cecil  and  of  the  genileman  from  Worcester,  that 
the  Governor  should  employ  an  officer  whenever 
he  might  thirik  proper.  Consequently,  the  per- 
son employed  must  have  a  salary,  or  other  com- 
pensation. 

Supi>08e  it  should  become  necessary  that  the 
Governor  should  employ  counsel  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  to  go  to  New 
York,  to  Pennsylvania  or  anywhere  else,  for  the 
purpose  of  arguing  a  case ;  for  each  and  ever> 
case  the  counsel  must  be  paid,  and  he  is  not  lim- 
ited to  one  counsel,  he  may  employ  half  a  dozen 
at  one  time,  or  at  different  times.  Another  case 
may  arise,  and  annth«*T,  until  tiie  compensation 
allowed  would  exceed  the  amount  the  Legisla- 
ture would  give  an  Attorney  General  The 
enormous  amount  paid  the  Attorney  General 
had  been  referred  to.  He  ventured  lo  say,  that 
that  amount  would  be  very  great  economy  com- 
pared with  the  appolutmeots  of  counsel  by  the 
Governor,  unlimited  as  to  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation they  were  to  receive,  except  by  the 
amount  of  the  contmgent  fund  at  his  disposal. 

It  had  been  said,  that  at  the  prtsent  time  it 
was  not  neces'^ary  to  have  an  Attorney  General. 
If  at  any  time  from  the  formation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  the  present  time,  that  necessity  had  ex- 
isted— now  was  the  time  to  have  a  law  officer  to 
protect  the  great  interests  of  the  State. 

The  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne's,  (Mr. 
Spenrer,)  had  referred  to  the  fugitive  slave  case 
in  New  York.  Mr.  J.  thought  that  the  Attor- 
ney General  should,  very  properly,  go  there  and 
argue  the  case.  The  State  would  not  then  have 
additional  expenses  to  pay,  except  such  as  might 
be  provided  for  by  law — the  compensation  should 
be  liberal  but  defined. 

Why  not  say  that  the  Attorney  General  should 
have  a  proper  salary,  and  make  it  his  duty  to  go 
when  called  on  by  the  Governor.  In  regard  to 
eeonomy,  they  would  see  that  if  they  gave  the 
Attorney  General  82500  or  §2000  per  annum, 
for  which  the  best  talent  might  be  engaged,  hav- 
ing Stated  attorneys  throughout  all  the  counties, 
economy  would  be  better  accomplished  and  they 
would  have  a  law  officer  reM>ected,  whienever  du- 
ty called  him,  as  the  law  omoer  of  the  State. 

In  regard  to  the  mode  of  appointment,  he 
agreed  with  the  gentkmaii  (torn  ?t\tucAQ«wcigi^%A^vMbv^aML'  elaawherr,  #lieMt<ar  hit 


made  by  the  Gofernor,  and  for  four  years.  Mr. 
J.  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  officer  shculd  be 
responsible  to  the  State  for  the  duty  perfomed, 
but  if  the  power  should  be  given  to  the  Governor 
alone,  he  did  not  see  that  there  would  be  any  le- 
sponsibility  upon  the  part  of  the  individual  ea- 

{)Ioyed,  because  he  would  not  be  reeognaed  kj 
aw. 

As  to  the  mode  of  appointment,  tome  gentle- 
men were  in  favor  of  election  by  the  people. 
He  ventured  to  say,  that  ihroughofit  the  eoantics 
it  had  scarcely  been  heard  of.  He  bad  never 
heard  it  mentioned  before  he  came  to  the  Con- 
vention. This  bill  provided  that  there  should  be 
a  State  Attoiney  in  each  countv,  to  be  elected 
by  the  people  of  the  county.  He  believed  that 
ihh  power  should  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  the 
GoTernor  and  Senate. 

He  had  seen  it  published  throughout  the  papers, 
that  a  certain  party  desired  to  take  from  ikc 
Governor  all  responsibility  and  patronasa.  Aod 
it  had  been  charged  upon  gentkmeo  of  &a  hiwer 
counties  and  the  Whig  party.  He  said  it  was  s 
little  remarkable,  as  far  as  be  bad  aeen  by  tbe 
votes  and  in  diacuisioo,  that  it  was  the  Deae- 
cratic  party  who  were  afraid  to  trust  the  Gov- 
ernor with  power,  and  were  for  curtailing  itowiL 
He  disavowed  for  himself  being  of  either  paitf 
in  this  ^reat  question  of  refonr.,  and  was  iuavor 
of  placing  confidence  in  the  Governor  wbfti  tke 
people  elected,  and  also  in  the  Senate.  He  dai 
not  deaire  to  force  upbn  the  peopJe  «hat  bs  bs* 
ieved  they  did  not  require.  He  waa  for  appsiat- 
roent  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  Ibe  adfiee 
and  consent  of  the  Senate;  the  oompenaatioii  t» 
be  res;uiated  either  bv  the  Convention  or  bj  the 
Lei^isTature,  as  might  be  deemed  moat  expedieat. 
If  it  should  be  dec>ded  that  the  Attorney  Gaoe^ 
al  should  not  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  bi 
would  take  the  other  alternative,  and  have  bim 
elected  by  the  people.  He  belieyed  that  tbe 
manner  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  regulate  lis 
compensation  of  this  officer  by  the  aaaendiBeat 
of  the  gentleman  from  Sbmerset,  [Mr.  CnMu] 
was  a  good  one,  as  it  would  prevent  cavil  heie- 
after. 

The  importance  of  an  Attorney  General  st 
the  present  time  had  been  referred  to  by  tbe 
gentleman  from  Queen  AnneV  not  only  in  lbs 
case  of  New  Toik,  but  in  the  case  of  Philadel- 
phia also.  The  legislature  of  Ohio  bad  latdT 
passed  a  law  which  miffht  bring  up  ^jeat  sod 
important  questk>ns,  for  the  eonsideiation  of  tbi 
legislature  of  Maryland,  and  tbe  opinioos  ofbcr 
Sute  officers.  That  State  bad  pasaed  a  lav  a- 
preasly  nullifymg  a  law  of  Conf^ras,  hj  mtWag 
it  a  penalty  to  assist  in  capturing  foritive  sisfvsi. 
He  knew  it  had  been  said  that  the  Goveraor 
could  employ  the  beatcoun^l  to  go  to  tbeae  phecs; 
but  the  consequence  w  onid  be  a  much  laiger  ex- 
pense. Theiefore,  with  regard  to  eoonooy  asd 
the  great  interests  of  the  State,  be  believed  tberi 
should  be  an  Attorney  Genera  U  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  guard  tbe  interests  of  the  Stats  tt 
home,  and  in  the  Supreme  eobrt  of  the 


Ml>rj,uid  then  bewouldbiTeno  rigbttoch«rg? 
btjuod  it,  loving  it  to  the  equity  and  juitice  at' 
tbo  lagiilature,  to  mmke  blm  e\lrm  GompenirtTion 
whaiMTW  it  migfal  be  thought  proper  be  shoulil 

If  «eaaixnj  were  the  noli  object,  it  ■ppearedto 
bin  that  (be  appoiDlment  of  m  Attarnej  Oen. 
•(klfor  Iba  Stele,  with  ■  Gsed  Hlarif,  would  u^ 
eomplNh  ibttobject  and  comport  more  witb  thi. 
dignitj  iDd  bonor  tod  inicmt  of  ihe  State,  than 
a.pawer  veced  in  Um  GoTernor,  to  emploj  coun. 
Ml  nheneTcr  be  d«eaied  it  eipedient,  and  at 
what  eompentation  he  nleawd.  For  theie  rea- 
■osiheibauld  loteforttieappointineot  of  an  At- 
loniBy  Genertl. 

Mr.  BaiKT,  ofCbsrlei,  laid  that  the  aubjeot 
fWaanted  to  the  coniidention  of  tlie  ConTention. 
WM  wbethi-r  the  office  of  Altornej  General,  ai  it  i 
now  aiiiU  in  the  State,  ibould  be  retained  in  tbc 
Coratitution  we  bsTe  been  delegated  to  Tarm. 
Tbepltn  of  the  eommillee  propoied  lo  aboliib  i 
tbU  office,  and  lubiiltute  In  place  of  it  Sute'i 
Altoraejn,  to  be  elected  bj  the  people  In  the  mi- 
•raleounlieaindlhe  ciiy  of  Baltimore.  Fran) 
Iho  eonaidcrtiion  and  thougbt  he  bad  given  to 
tb*  Hibjeel,  he  believed  il  to  be  tne  proper  plan, 
and  was  prepactd  to  give  ii  hii  tupport.  The 
prorbion*  or  the  lecoDd  Kction  of  ine  rrported 
Dill,  rendered  the  appointment  of  an  Attorney 
Geoenl  for  the  Stale  at  large  unnecetaary,  and 
tbe  arguments  nubmitlad  on  the  other  side  had 
failed  to  convince  him  be  was  in  error.  No  ab- 
jaclion  bad  been  made  to  the  main  feature*  of  ihia 
■eetian,  bul  it  was  contended  that  in  addition  lo 
■  Stale's  Attorney  to  be  elected  in  each  county 
and  the  ci^  of  lialtimore.  there  should  also  be  an 
Ailoraey  Geoeral  for  the  State  it  large. 

Tbe  genllemao  from  Pilnce  Geone,  had  gone 
into  an  nisiorical  inquiry,  to  «how  that  thii  wai 
a  coin mon  law  office.  He  believed  that  It  had 
its  origin  in  Englsiod,  during  the  time  of  Charles, 
the  aecoiid.  Many  nf  itn  duiiet  are  derivnl  from 
the  common  law,  but  in  this  Stale  they  are  cbiefly 
prsicribed  by  the  act  of  1B17-  The  verioua  tax 
and  revenue  laws  of  the  Siite,  also  require  cer- 
tain lertices  to  be  rendered  by  that  officer.  His 
appointment  is  provided  for  in  the  Constitution, 
bui  hii  duties  have  been  designated  by  the  Legis. 
laturo-  It  was  not,  however,  important  for  him 
to  s(i>p  and  enquire  whether  this  was  an  officer 
at  common  law  or  not.  An  examination  of  that 
question  in  connection  with  the  subject,  as  pra- 
aented  by  the  bill  of  the  committee,  be  Iboujbt 

What  are  tbe  duties  of  that  officer?  To  nt- 
land  to  all  cases  and  suits  where  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland is  directly  coiicemed,  either  in  interest  or 
in  guarding  and  enforcing  her  criminal  lawi.  He 
is  ill  fact  Ihe  tltorney  uf  the  Stale,  in  everv  case 
vhere  she  is  Ihn  leal  and  not  the  r 
Not  being  able  to 


il  party. 
D  every  Uiaie'^  case 
>,  he  has   exercised  the 


>f  tbe  commission  from  the  At- 
lorneT  General  to  them,  the  saihe  duliei  are  re- 
quired as  of  him.  He  is  not  ihe  confidential  ad- 
viser of  the  Governor,  but  the  Governor  of  tha 
State  liH  tbe  right  to  nquire  ftom  him  hii  wilt- 


tan  opinion  upon  any  subject  in  which  the  legal 
rights  and  Intetcsl  of  (he  Slate  are  involved. 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  remark  that  the  Attorney 
General  of  tbe  State  is  notasalariedoffleer.  Hie 
compeosation  is  derived  from  fee*,  and  tbe 
amount  depends  upon  tbe  number  of  caaaa  in 
which  be  is  profesaionally  engaged.  In  moat  of 
tb<^  eoontiea  of  the  Stale.  Ihe  emolumenta  or  the 
□Sire  are  sinall,  and  ilia  only  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  that  tbe  profits  of  the  office  are  large; 
b«iqg  reodered  so  by  tbe  nomber  of  criminal 
caces  constantly  occurring  there,  and  which  will 
always  be  an  incideat  lo  a  Urge  and  populous 
city.  The  fees  of  the  Attorney  General  and  his 
Deputies,  are  paid  by  the  county  or  city,  wfaere 
the  several  cases  are  prosecutrd,  unless  by  the 
jiidgmsnl  of  the  CoDTt  they  are  to  be  paid  by 
>he  party  convicted.  From  Ihe  remarks  of  one 
of  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Baltimore,  iiot 
now  in  his  B«t,  It  might  be  inferred,  although 
he  did  not  design  ao  lo  be  uodcrsuiod,  that  tbe 

I  Aliorney  General  of  Maryland  was  paid  by  that 
city.    If  be   reaides   there  and   prosecute*   in 

I  criminal  cases  originating  in  that  city,  be  ia 
cbiefly  paid  from  her  treasury.     A   former   At- 

I  lorney  General  of  the  Slate  resided  upon  the 
Haalern  Shore,  and  no  part  of  bis   income  wm 

I  received  from  Baltimore — the  profile  of  the  ottca 

I  there  went  to  Lia  deputy. 

I      II  is  said  if  the  office  of  Attorney  General  is 

I  abeliahed,  The  intereals  of  the  Elate  will  anfler. 

I  Undoubtedly  this  is  true,  unless  his  dniiea  are 
deputed  to  others.  What  is  proposed  in  the 
bill  nndi>r  discussion^  Why,inslesd  of  having 
thlN  officer  for  the  State  at  large,  it  is  proposed 
that  each  county  and  thf>  city  o(  Baltimore,  re- 
ipectively.  shall  elect  a  "State's  Attorney,"  to 
w  clothed  with  tbe  same  powers  and  dniiea, 
which  the  present  Attorney  General  it  required 
to  exercise,  circumscribed  only  by  tbe  limita  of 
tbe  county  or  city,  in  which  they  are  elected 
Every  cnie  in  which  tbe  Stale  is  interested 
within  her  own  territory,  must  arise  in  aome 
one  of  the  connties,  or  the  city  of  Baltimore.— 
There  then  will  be  an  attorney  under  the  plan 
propospd,  as  well  as  und>T  the  present,  To  euard 
ind  proti'Cl  her  rights.  The  argument  did  not 
leem  to  him  to  be  sound.  Bui  it  is  assumed  that 
these  alTorney*  will  nol  nxperl  To  follow  their 
cases  to  ibe  Court  of  Appeals.  He,  Mr,  B., 
(hougbt  it  v^Duld  be  their  duty  to  try  them  there, 
at  well  as  in  the  Court  below.  The  deputiea 
under  the  late  Attorney  General  were  required 
and  expected  by  him  to  do  so.  He  believed  and 
ttoped  that  the  people  would  elect  f;ood  and  com- 
petent men.  It  was  an  office  of  bigh  importance 
to  their  peace  and  welfare  as  citizens,  and  lie 
had  no  doubt  they  would  take  care  in  fill  it  pro- 
perly. If  attorneys  are  to  be  selected  in  the  aer. 

Kialsecliona  of  the  Slate,  to  take  charge  of  all 
lier  cases  originating,  or  for  liial  there,  he  could 
not  understand  bow  their  duty  to  the  State  M 

counsel  would  be  discharged  until  they  had  fol- 
lowed the  case  to  its  termination. 
There  was  an  omi-sion  it  seemed  to  him  in  tbe 

bill,  bat  tbii  be  ttwught  coald  be  euil;  inpi!l><»l- 


The  GoTcroor,  b9  he  bail  berore  ranirVed,  h>d 
now  ihs  right  to  call  upon  itie  Attorney  General 
for  hi>  wiitten  opinion  upon  queitiuoi  of  inler*«t 
to  Ihs  Stale.  It  wai  desirable  ttiat  ibe  Esccu~ 
tire  should  hive  Ilie  rigM  to  claim  Iheopiniaii 
*f  (Kline  lesal  officer,  upon  queiliona  of  law  Ihat 
■night  arise  from  time  lo  time  in  the  dUcharge  of 
hii  department  or  the  Govemmenl,  He  aucgeat- 
ed  that  be  Bhould  be  authoriied  lo  call  apon  an; 
one  of  the  State's  Altofiiejs,  fur  an  opinion  in 
the  same  mannri  ■»  he  can  now  claim  the  opin- 
ion of  the  A  no  me  J  General.  Thii  he  thought 
oauld  be  done  without  ineonfcnience,  and  would 
rtmoTe  ons  of  the  objectio.ia  ar^ed  a^intt  Ibu 
diieoDiinuince  oftheuffice. 

It  was  true,  (hat  casei  miKht  ariM,  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State,  in  which  her  rigbu  and  inter- 

1"  . 
represented  and  gaardi 
ed  counsel.  Thia  Tery  condition  of  Ibi 
tended  to  be  provided  for  by  the  first 
BUtboiiMaihe  Gavemnr  "tu  employ  connset  for 
tfae  BtaW  when  in  bis  judgment  ihe  public  intei- 
cat  iwquiiea  ii."  Wiin  the  rsatriciiong  proposKl 
in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Cecil . 
he,  (Mr.  B  ,)  would  not  hesitatein  giving  him  th-- 
power.  But  the  fact  that  such  casei  will  arise  i^ 
DO  reason  for  the  continuince  of  tt  is  office. 
They  hsve  arisen,  and  the  lale  Attorney  Gen. 
•ral,  whose  ability  no  man  duubttd,  waa  not  re- 
quired to  appear  in  them  all.  When  he  did  ap- 
Gar  in  any  ima  of  tbem  he  was  liberally  paid  n« 
ought  to  have  been,  from  the  treasury  of  th^ 
State,  Oiher  distinguished  gEDtlemen  were  em- 
ployed in  more  instances  than  one  Mr.  B.  here 
referred  to  the  printrd  table  of  feci  paid  by  thi> 
Slate  to  eoun.ct  ill  ibe  last  twelve  years.  Thistheii, 
(lie  conlinufd.jianbe  noiuafon  for  retaining  (h!« 
office,  and  ihe  section  only  authoriaes  ibe  Got- 
•rnor  lo  do  that  which  has  been  done  whilst  tbt 
oSicE  eaisled.  Moreover,  how  ofien  would  the^e 
cases  occur.'  From  the  history  of  the  past  ii 
coiild  nut  be  [.resumed  that  they  would  ucciii 
oneu. 

He  had  heard  no  one  object  ta  the  election  of 
SUle's  Attorneys  in  Ibe  cunties  and  city  of  Bal 
tiroore.  Tie  delerminalion  of  the  Conveoiii  ii 
teemed  lo  be  unanimous  upon  that  point.  Tou 
■re  then  lo  have  a  Slate's  Attorney  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  Slaie,  and  what  duty  ii  left  lo  be  per- 
f.nned  by  an  Aitorney  General?  U  is  however 
proposed  that  there  should  be  >n  Atiorocy  Gen- 
eral with  a  fixed  salary,  who  is  to  be,  it  is  said, 
the  confidenlial  adviser  of  llie  Governor.  Thiii 
is  the  creaiiun  of  a  nrw  office  with  an  old  name 
The  Atlomey  General  ia  now  paid  by  fees  The 
one  promoted  to  bo  appointed  under  the  neiv 
Constilul  ion  is  to  receive  a  salary  lo  be  paid  from 
the  treasury  iif  the  ^lale.  I'  yoii  have  the  """ 
inducenient*  must  be  oflered  lo  the  distinguinhed 
talent  of  the  State  lo  fill  it.  The  salary  must  be 
a  large  one.  Upon  the  ground  of  apropereeoao- 
my  he  could  not  Tote  for  the  proposition. 

In  conelusioii.ho  s;ixv  no  riece^ily  for  contini,. 
inj  thii  office.     Its   duties   are  in  fact  to  be  per- 
formed by  ib:  officeiT  proposid  ,0  be  elected  in 
— ■ '■■■'    "-••       T)M\D.\»KMat 


the  SUte,  in  all  ctsM  in  which  «be  Ii 
would  not  bo  left  nnproUctrd  Tbe  poww  » 
the  G'  vernor  to  employ  counieli  when  th«  utioi- 
e't  of  the  Sute  requiita  it,  will  aeeure  eomwl 
Ui  the  Sul"  in  all  tboaa  casea  whiei  do  not  arM 
.tithin  her  limiw-  He  should  thor^ore  rote  fir 
a»oli^hi..B  lie  offiee. 

Mr.  MoaoA*  h.dllatMt^lotJio  dbeoiriim  wA 
a  great  deal  of  intereit,  and  would  mj  «>  ■" 
hid  come  lo  a  different  eooclmioD  bus  Ibapa- 
ilemin  wbo  had  just  taken  bii  teat  Wtat  >a« 
iiiatgent  eman^o'jectioo  to  the  anieiidBeot  sm- 
poaed  bt  the  genllcman  frDoi  SomciMt,  (Mr. 
CrlsGeld.)  and  how  did  he  propose  loobtiatalkat 
ohjoctioo?  He  had  Mid  tb«t  the  Attorney  Oeaatal 
was  nut  required  by  the  Ulate,  becatne  by  tbe 
article  »hich  wal  before  them,  tbedutiM  of  tl>t 
uSuer  might  be  performed  by  tbedeputiMof  ^ 
raapectiie  counties.  This  was  aubjeel  to  twe  *■ 
jtfclions.  First— ibe  irreaponsibJily  oflliea*  of- 
ficen  diachaTfing  the  dutiea  of  an  Atiomej  Q» 
eral.  feoondly— theexU*  compen»tioo  «  the 
discretion  of  the  G..iernor,  or  Ibe  Legnlatiin, 
[laid  lo  counsel  lor  duties  that  would  be  pcrCirB- 
ed  by  thai  officer.  Now,  as  to  tbe  Bret  oWee- 
lion,  he  did  nol  concur  with  hii  friend  fro* 
Charle^  (Mr.  Bren^)  that  depuiiai  eUcted  in  fte 
couniiei,  were  alwaja  proper  perMoa  to  foUow 
suit!  10  the  eourt  of  appeala.  There  were  n 
duuht  some  esceptions,  among  wbieh  be  w» 
Nappy  lo  include  his  friend  fVomCharlea,  ll» 
well  known  10  every  member,  that  the  cll~  -^ 
proeecutots  were  not 

laent,  of  that  knowledge 

>i  proper  to  follow  Ihe^  «.~.    ~   -.-  ----- 

ipeali.  Many  of  the  caaes  brougbt  to  tW 
nirt,  were  very  important  either  in  tie  priDo- 
e  to  be  decided,  or  the  amount 

..suit.     He  meant  no  disrepecl 

Hut  public  duty  required  tbst  I 

ilainly,  a  d  say  thai  it  was  obvi 

renlioii.  that  Biiould  ihey   lollow 

h«  court  of  appeals,  that  the  intereata  of  a 

-tate  would  requnr  "— 

be  given  U        '-■■■■ 


t   men  of 'that   legal  attain- 
edge  of  Iha  law.  wbo  woeld 


n  of  ibU  b: 


involved  in 
o  Ihese  o&cen, 
e  should  tnat 
MIS  to  the  Coo- 

lhn> 


aaaislance  tboM 
that  court.     Ii  then  leaolved  it- 

ifinlo  this,  that  coenMl  other   than  ihe  pnw 

linn  officer,  would  "*  necessarily  emnloyed  te 
piotect  the  interesl  of  the  Slats,  wid  in  that  event 

-Ira  compensation  would  he  twiceaBirilj  allow- 
"Surely  his  fiiend  from  Charle*  dKlnotneaa 

say  that  ihe  prosecuUng  altoi  ney  should  folk* 
such  oasea  here,  and  liial  the  only  conipcnntioB 
forhisliouble.  lime,  exprnse  of  travel,  and  try- 
inf  them,  should  be  the  |3.33  1-3  co..l^  now  al- 
lowed bj  law,  H«  could  lut  attend  to  ihe  caHS 
forlh-lfee.  He  must  then  receive  extra  cata- 
pensalion,  and  as  be  had  before  aaid,  many  ol 
ihem  woulH  require  assiilant  couoael,  wbo  ak* 
would  receive  estra  compensation,  and  thia  eo* 
pensaiion  must  bf,fr<im  in  nalope, uncertain,  n- 
'leliiied  Bi-d  unlimited  at  the  lime  of  the  rerd.- 
tion  of  the  serviees,  and  when  ftxcd,  wouW  poa- 
•ibly  be  wcortainBd  by  Ihe  pariy  inclinatH*  J  « 
Lhe  Governor  or  Ugislature,  that  paid  fur  the» 
1  his  he  considered  a  strong  reason  why  the  ft* 
sent  article  should  nol  pass,  ea  it  opened  Un 
doors  of  the  treasury  lo  favoriti»m^aod  to  i 
.wkMefuJ  eUnTagtHV  ol  tfae  pabHe  lanoej. 


Apio,  whit  doa  tbii  bill  pnipOMP  lo  tbe 
axecutlon  of  lb«  Itwi  of  tha  State,  atid  the  cod- 
flieU  ariling  out  of  them,  and  In  tbe  innumerable 
Initance*  that  required  proreaiional  adTico,  it  de- 
prired  the  GoTenior  of  the  eoumel  of  an  Allor- 
nej  General,  «nd  made  twenty  or  ihirtj  depu* 
ties  elected  in  the  countlei  at  a  distance  from 
tlwMatof  gOTernment,  eertainljr  not  emincDtlj 
qualilled  to  pre  edfice,  hudt  of  thein  neither 
penooallf  or  profesaioiuIlT  loown  lo  him,  hit 
ulTieer*  and  eon-alton.  He  uked  the  Conren- 
tioo,  eould  the  OoTemor  bate  confidence  in  >uch 
eonaultationi.  and  would  the  imporlant 


not  from  tbe  prejtidice  aitcDdii^  npm  tbem,  ro- 
cpiv*  •  jait  compcDaation  from  the  Legitlainre. 

Thi>  wa*  concedingthe  wbole  argument,  for  t 
claiin  that  might  be  coniidered  a  proper  one  be- 
fore inveitigatlDn  might  enerwardi  inrn  odi  to 
be  a  vtTj  unjuit  one,  to  be  allowed  or  to  be 
prosecuted — but  the  corrpctneii,  or  incorreetneaa 
□r  the  claim  did  not  lenen  the  labor  of  tha  coan- 
=[■1  employed  to  investigate  it— and  ihoae  which 
mi^bt  be  decided  to  be  wrong,  would  poiaiblf 
reifuire  labor,  ihoughl,  I«rning  and  ipptifation 
in  proportion  to  tbe  contingency  of  lucceaa  ot 
"'     He  therefore  concurred  with  (he  giDtle- 


of  the  aute  lie  n  wiwlj  and  sedulomly  guarded  |  ,„^„^  |h,t  tbe  Legislature  could  not  know  what 

--  "itder  a  differeril  «y»tom  ?    For  _hii  part^he  |  amount  of  time,  labor,  application  and  diligence, 

iicb  counsel  brought  to   the  inveiligation  of 


could  see  no  guod  that  could  result  froni  such 
iTstem,  eicept  it  be  to  create  employinent  for 
tha  benefit  of  titomeys,  without  any  compenaa- 
tioQ  fiaed  or  limited  by  law, 

Inateid  of  placiif  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
Atlotney  General  in  Ihebands  of  twenty  or  more 
deputies,  place  Ihem  in  ibe  binds  of  one  man  re- 
spoDiible  tu  tbe  GuTeroor,  conTenient  to  him  (or 
eonaultalion  at  all  times,  and  selected  fram  ,„  . 
amongst  the  eminent  mbidt  of  tbe  Slate  far  bii  I  ^,-,{, 


knowledge  of  the  law  and  bis  capacity  to  dis- 
charge business.  Tbii  officer  should  be  the  ad- 
viser of  the  Goiemor — his  duties  should  he  pre- 
ecribed  by  law,  and  bis  salary  should  be  Sied  and 
he  should  be  prohibited  from  rteeiTing  any  el- 
ttkl^or  allowance  for  his  aitantion  to  State 
business,  other  than  Ibat  allowed  by  law.  He 
would  also  make  it  his  duty  to  attend  to  all  cases 
arising  out  of  the  Stale,  in  which  the  hiteresl  of 
tbe  Stale  might  be  conoemed.  These  cases  wen 
continually  arising,  end  would  continue  to  arise, 
■.id  if  gentlemen  would  lake  the  trouble  to  look  ' 
ftl  the  tresBUiet's  report, transmitted  under  an  or 
der  of  this  Confentiun,  tbej  would  see  the  eDar~ 
□kous  eipcnse  incurred  under  the  present  system  . 
in  the  proeecution  of  this  class  of  caMa ;  in  one  . 
ur  two  ioslsinces,  the  amount  paid  lo  atiomep.  ' 
running  up  lo  some  five  or  six  thousand  dollao 
in  each  case.  Tbiswasthe  result,  the  inoTitablt: 
result  of  your  sygt=m,  and  would  nerer  receive 
his  sanction  or  epprorsl. 

The  Bineiidment  of  the  gentlemtui  from  Cecil. 
(Mr.  McLane.)  proposed  that  tbe  altarDoy  em- 
ployed by  the  Stale  was  to  apply  to  tbe  IjeetaU- 
ture  for  compeiiaition.  Hi*  fneod  from  fialti- 
more,  (Mr.  Uwinn,)  had  sufficienlly  answelM 
that  argument,  though  he  conceiTed  him  rather 
ineonustenL  Tesierday  he  uoderaiuod  Ihe  gen- 
tlemau  lo  object  to  the  counsel  applying  to  tbe 
Legislature,  because  he  did  not  tnink  that  body 
could  eatimate  properly  the  value  of  the  services 
performed,  but  to-dsylie  has  said  Ihai  be  was  in 
favor  of  allowing  the  Legislature  to  fix  Ihe  oom- 


siicli  cases,  End  thai  they  were  not  tbe  proper 
ogcnis  to  form  inopinion  of  the  value  of  tGe  ser- 
vicM  rendered.  In  illustration  of  this  argument, 
hi?  friend  on  yesterday  tefentd  to  the  MeCul- 
Iniigh  ease,  and  atlhouKb  it  was  wril  known  that 
belli  himself  snd  Ihe  gentleman  had  opposed  that 
cinim  in  the  Legislature,  yet  he  underatood  him 
'jy,  that  he  would  have  voted  for  the  compen- 
ilaimed  by  the  distinguished 
counsel  who  investigated  it. 

Mr.  McCdi.i.dij«ii  interposing,  objected  to  this 
i-laim  being  brought  before  the  Convention. 
There  must,  he  said,  be  one  of  two  object*  in 
bringing  this  quesljoD  up — either  to  retard  I  he 
[■rugress  of  the  Convention,  Or  to  forestall  public 
upiiiion  upon  the  claim. 
Mr,  MoftcsH  said: 

That  he  had  no  design  to  force  the  claim  up- 
on public  opinion.  The  peculiar  relatiOD  of  tbe 
,i,],lleinan  from  Cecil  to  the  claimants  had  not 
'III  urred  to  him.  Ho  certainly  had  none  hulihe 
l;iii,lesl  feeliiip  towards  either  that  gentleman  or 
lilt:  claimants.  He  had  no  agency  in  bringing 
ilijpiii  this  debate,  bul  now  that  it  had  been 
lii'iiUjtht  Id  and  used  byway  of  argument,  he 
nieani  no  ditreapect  when  he  said,  that  be  knew 
perfectly  well  when  he  was  in  order,  and  Ibat  he 
mcsnt  and  uitended  to  use  it  as  a  fact  for  what  it 
wa4  worth  in  this  debate. 

(\1r.  McCcLLOuoH   said,  that  hi    his    obserra- 
lions,  he  had  no  reference  to  the  lenileman. 
Mr.  Moaosji  said: 

His  object  was  not  to  argue  tbe  merits  of  the 
claim— with  that  we  had  nothing  lo  do.  Btit 
Ills  friend  from  Baltimore  had  said,  that  tbe  lef- 
inUlure  was  not  the  proper  agent  lo  pay  attor- 
nc;s>  because  tbey  refused  compensation  in  some 
cases  where  compensaiioii  should  be  given.  He 
ciicd  this  cisim  as  a  fact,  to  prove  his  arguiDeiit. 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  in  hisconclusione, 
~  stronger  fact  could  have  been  brought 
than   thii  very 


Mr.  GwiKN  ezplained  and  atid,  that  the  argu- 
roenta  which  ba  bad  used,  were  not  capable  ol 
this  contradictory  interpretation. 

Mr.  HoaaiM  resotned.     He   nodarslood  hii 
friend  now  to  draw  a  distinction  between  what    se n ices  rendered  out i id e  jf   his  contract,  "'rte 
might  be  considered  jnst  claims,   and    impropev    lct;lslBturB  recognised  tbe  equity  of  some  partof 
claims,  and  that  as  to   Ibe  latter  class,  atiomeyK  iiheolalmhy  passing  an  act  under  which -^---' 
enploredtoproMaiiteibmibrtlMStaU,  eookllor '   '  - 


forward  to    i 


What  was  that  case.)  Mr.  McCullough  waaa- 
contractor  for  a  la  ge  portion  of  the  Aonapali* 
and  I£lk  Ridge  rail  road,  he  claimed  from  the 
Sule  some   hfty  or  siiiy  thousand  dollara,   for 


liwjen  wen  appolDUd,  nfao  were  required  to 
bear  tbc  mm  um  to  make  >d  ftward  tbereon — 
the;  entind  upon  the  diiehaise  of  their  duties, 
the  elaioant)  tppeared  bj  couuut,  >nd  the  State 
wu  refireMnteJ  b;  the  Attamaj.Generel  and  after 
kUboriouiinTestigalion  ot  some  month  or  more 
m  full  bearing  of  argument  upon  both  lides,  they 
Bade  their  airard,  and  up  to  thii  day  allhough 
thoe  commiuionen  Kitb  knocked  at  the  doors 
of  the  legiilature  for  a  juat  compeDsation  for  the 
Mtricei  irbich,  h;  law.thej  had  impoaed  upon 
them,  notone  dollar  have  Ibey  roceired. 

Now,  he  would  aik  (be  gantlemao  from  Cecil, 
if  that  wu  a  proper  bod}  to  adjutt  the  eliini  of 
lawjen,  who  might  be  lenl  to  prosecute  a  caw  i 
In  anj  State  or  befoie  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Uaited  StiteiP  He  must  uif  that  in  hia  opinion  i 
.  he  thought  it  waa  not.  He  meant  no  diareapect 
to  the  Legislature,  but  the  dutiea  of  an  Attorney 
and  (he  impouibilKj  of  hariDg  correct  infbroia-  I 
(ton  heforethemln  reference  (othOMdudes, made  | 
Ihem  not  the  proper  sourcei  to  applj  to  for  com-  I 

Cniatian.  He  alio  ot(jeeled  to  the  GoTemor 
ving  an  iinlimite'.  uae  of  the  fundi  of  (he  8(ate 
for  that  purpDte — and  wae  in  faror  of  making 
tbia  an  office  uorter  the  Constiiulion  with  a  fixed 
salar;,  that  the  Legislature  might  knov.  that  the 
fMiple  might  know,  what  amount  the  Attorney 
ncelTcd  for  hia  aen  icea. 


during  the  laat  twelve  jean  giTea  to  the  Gover- 
non  by  the  Atlocnejr  General,  it  baa  coet  (te 
State,  a<  he  b>foraNid.  upwaida of  Uteatj  tboo- 
lund  dollara  in  feeafortbe  le^l  protoaaioo, i(  ia 
fair  (a  aatume  t>is(  the  arerage  Met  will  be  (ke 
,  name  hereafter.  To  tliia  Mim  you  miM  add  tia- 
.  ii-.  r...  r _ — ipjnioB  required  by  the  (}e- 


of  ei 


ilar  fees  for  e 
Teraof  in  the 

he  has  a  doubt,  the  aitgiepto  of  which  would  be 
larger  than  a  selart  per  aonum,  that  wouU  eoa>- 
mand  (he  bestlegdlelentof  the  State.  He  eat- 
tended,  tberefnre,  that  in  the  preclieal  operatim 
of  tbegoTemment,  it  wtia  notiunieet  tetheob- 
jectioa  of  being  more  espenaiie,  but  wouU  be  a 
•BTing  to  the  treaaury— would  infucm  the  people 
how  and  in  what  manner  their  nonej  wai  drawn 
from  it,  and  direit  the  Legialatura  inA  the  Go- 
ernor,  of  the  power  to  reward  ordiaallow,  at  tbe 
public  eipente,  (he  claim*  of  eittier  ftieed  or 


a  Gi>TBmmen(  we  were  about  (o  frame 
espenaive  by  afiiKing  a  salary  lo  the  office  by 
Attorney  General;  (hat  such  a  salary  was  un- 
known  to  the  eiialiiig  Constitution.  Was  auch 
«D  argument  aound  on  the  acoreof  economy  .'  In 
that  view  it  made  nn  diBerence  whtrther  (he  mo- 
ney  wae  taken  from  the  Treatury  of  Ihn  State  by 
oonalitutioniJ  proriaion  or  by  appropriation  of 
law,  if  [he  amount  for  the  aame  aei-ricea  appro- 
priated by  law  was  equal  to  the  amount  fixed  by 
tbe  CoDBtitution.  If  the  Governnr  had  hereto- 
fbre  paid  Attorneya  nothing,  if  tbe  Legis]a(uie 
bad  paid  (hem  nottim;.  if  unlike  all  pa^teiperl- 
enoe  in  the  Government  of  the  State,  their  aer- 
vices  could  be  dispensed  with,  then  the  gen  tie - 
anan's  argument  was  correct.  But  what  are  the 
facts  i  Gentlemen  ha>e  now  upon  their  desks  a 
statement  of  moneys  paid  to  Altorneyt  for  the 
last  twelve  years,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
twenty-one  thousand  dollan  and  upwards,  and  if. 
•a  is  proposed  under  this  bill,  the  opinions  reqiii- 
red  by  tbe  various  Gorernors  during  that  time, 
•Dd  which  were  furnished  fice  of  charge  by  (he 
Attorney  General  had  been  paid  for.  ibis  lum 
would  possibly  hare  been  doubled— so  that  ibe 
■;«(em  iliielf  is  indnitely  more  expensive  in 
m  demands  upon  tbe  Treasury  than  the  one  con- 
tended for  by  him.  (Mr.  M.,)  for  it  ia  admitted 
on  all  side?  liiat  these  Allomcys  will  be  required 
and  (hat  (liey  must  be  paid  in  Mime  manner^^no 
one   has  intimated  that  (hey  could  be  dlsjiensed 

B[it,(»aid  Mr.M.,)wo  should  have  an  Allornej 
General,  fur  the  rery  reason  which  the  genlle- 
ata  [rata  Cecil  gives  that  we  should  not— (hat 

■f  Monosi/.    Without  fBji&K  *"  ""'  »*""* 


snouia  not — tnai 


salar, 

to  (htiik  (bat  such  talent  could  not  be  ol 
should  be.  for  the  salary  propoaed.  He  wooU 
undertake  toaay  that  for  twolAooiand  dollan.  or 
for  tweniy-eijtfat  hundred  dollan,  tbe  terricea  of 
the  moat  able  men  could  be  proeurad.  It  *~ 
duty  not  at  all  Incoiwiaient  with  tbe  bivin* 
any  lawyer,  and  one  whli  h  would,  bj  no  ttiam, 
occupy  his  time  to  the  De(leet  of  Mbar  profes- 
sional duiiea;  hut  would  be  cavil  upon  ■  grave 
conatitutional  question,  about  one  or  two  hun- 
dred dollar*  in  the  aalary  of  u 
(bought  not  itwaiarpied  ibat  ttie  Governor 
must  necessarily  employ  the  aerricea  of  deputy 
atiomeys.and  that  he  coald.ieqoire  their  opiniooi 
when  advice  waa  needed.  Could  gent  emen  be 
serious,  when  addressing  this  argument  in  the 
hearing  of  (hia  Convention?  Were  these  depu- 
ties so  skilled,  xo  eminent,  so  profound,  that  no 
doubt  has  occurred  to  the  mind  of  any  one  as  to 
their  capacity  Id  give  advioe  to  the  chief  officer 
of  your  Slate,  in  the  discharge  of  bis  high,  diffi- 
cult and  important  duties?  Next  fall  eachooun- 
ly  in  (he  Slate  and  Baltimore  city,  will  elect  aa 
officer  of  (his  description,  col  one  of  whom  the 
(jovemor  would  possibly  place  the  value  of  an 
iota  upon  hiaopinioo,  and  yet  you  would  make 
them  Ills  adrisers  iovourorganielaw.  And  Ihui 
you  would  deprive  the  Governor  of  any  efficient 
counsel,  bo  that  if  he  should  not  be  a  lawyer  him- 
self, be  could  not  with  any  confidence  in  his 
course,  know  what  course  to  pursue  upon  all 
cases  of  doubtful  action.  The  result  wouU  be 
that  the  people  of  Mar]  land,  would  have  lo  aelccl 
fur  their  GoveroDra  none  but  lawyers,  as  no  other 
claes  could  bring  the  learning  you  require  to  a 
discharge  of  the  duties  uf  Oovemor.  This,  to 
his  mind,  was  an  obje<:lion  eiitoh  gentleman  had 

Under  the  existing  lam  of  tbe  State,  tfaeie 
waa  ail  Attorney  General.  Tbe  emooot  of  feea 
paid  to  this  officer  for  tbe  laal  two  ortliree  years 
was  excessive  to  which  Ibe  gentlenau  from  Cecil 
bad  objected.  That  gentleroan  hadugurd  as  if 
the  present  laws  were  to  continue  in  force  bere- 
aflet.     And  had  brought  to  bakr  all  tlie  evik  irf 
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Dew  Hul  not  tba  |«ntterotD  ttom  SomeiMt.  |  intern*)  improTBmanl  companiei  ind  innniiM 
[Mr  Criilield,]  propoMd  to  rtitrun  bim  from  Iswi.  more  or  leu,  throw  edditionai  dulj  end 
reccivina  eilra  com|ien>etian,  end  to  dcboe  hii  i  responsibility  upon  him.  He  has  else  been  ■ 
duties'  Had  be  not  in  bis  amendment  made  it  eommon  law  ofllcer  in  England  from  the  daja  of 
tsbiieatory  upon  bim.  to  attend  to  all  eases  in  Charles  down  to  the  present  time;  has  been  iw- 
whi^  Ihi  State  mijbtbe  interested,  and  that  be  ""f"""'"  '"";■  ""  '"'l  "•"■, 'H'  '"  !"«  ! 
■bould  not  leoaiee  one  dollar  of  the  |«blie  mone;  ,  "H  the  Stales  of  this  Uitmn  holb  in  Ibeir  old 
beyond  that  preaeribed  b,  law  ..  hia  „l„y._  and  n.w  Constitutions.  In  En,laod  he  baa  ... 
iS-  then  e.;  the  arsnminl  nf  lb,  ,entlem.n  **.«  •  "';;"•'""•  ■"'  pn-euuUoo.  o,  Ih. 
from  Ceiir  avail  him,  that  althouih  they  abould    prown    in   inalter.  eri.oiial,   and  in  all   eaaea 

Z,..d:;;itTawr..i  would  eonti™  to  be  :  """">  >'''-'^  e-eat  oo.ser.at.r  of  ,b,  pnblb, 
3:::n.d.rtC.yst.m^ad^o,.,^bj,h.^rn«e     J~-.-^^^^^^^^^^ 

rr.dVb™dtrr.^i;;  tat 'joiSuS  j-ii;' »-,»;.  s-t's^^^^^^ 

we  were  now  ,r«ni.,,  by  fain,  tb.  aalery  and  ,  ;;'',;it;';:a-i'ti''',h'"VA',  of""8,.£ 
cutlin;  of  all  eilrai.  ^^^^^^  j^  [j^,  ^^  j,  ,,„  ^^^y  ^^  wsich  and  pnileot 

But.  nyt  Ihe  tjrnlleman,  In  doM  not  contsm-  i  djr  jiiieieil— to  give  hii  advico  wbanoTer  m)ui- 
plate  thil  the  Legiilalur*  ihould  pay  these  coun-  red  lij  the  Executive  at  (lie  Btau,  at  all  time* 
Ml  fix  Cheic  lervlce*,  at  they  have  herelofore    md  upon  all  lawB.    The»e  were  Mcne  of  tha  du- 

' -  ■■-■  -  ■'-'   -"  a  of  Atlsrrrej  General, 

1   long  iima_  berore  h« 


n  paid.  He  aaya  'that  llie  Legiilature  ibill  '. 
preacribe  aome  rnle  or  Khedale  ol  allowaneea 
by  ^K^tich tbeee lervicet aball  be legutated.  Now, 
can  the  Li>Ki»lature  ever  know  what  are  tbe 
■CTvicei  thaLare  tabeparroriued?  Iti  membeii, 
perlwp*,  throwing  aiide  the  humanity  of  which 
tb^y  are  rommon  pattaken,  with  their  fellow- 
men,  and  inveiling  themaelvea  with  the  preaeneo 

o(  Divine  wii''om,  or  catching  a  ray  of  that  fu-     _ _._. 

tnre  knowledge  ol  thinga  denied   by  obdurate    ^f  fi,igg  ,i  t,j  law  aod  giving  the 
-    -II  tnowine  diTJnity,    might  ha»e    j,)^  of  whit  Ihe  elpeodilure*  of  llie  Stale 


:iould   heiitate  i 

induced  to  part  u'ilh''an  officer  wbow 

Lbe  eiperii-nce  of  erery  entlghlaned  go- 

lught  to  be  neceuar^. 

He  ahould  Tote  against  the  Rtaendment  which 

ibolialied  this  office.    Becauie  il  left  tha  employ- 

oent  and  pay  of  numberlaai  atlsrneya  at  tha  dia- 

.■...  _f  ..._  II Lairlilaiure,  inaleMl 


knowledge  and  inrormaiioi 


■iiScienttoprewribe 

J e  that  might  aria*,  bur 

until  lucb  celeitial  knowledge  1b  vonclnafetf  unto 
them;  he  hmkrd  upon  all  inch  expeelation*  aa 
entirely  out  of  the  quealion.  A  ease  for  inalance 
occun  in  tbe  Slate  of  New  York,  or  any  otb.-r 
Suie:  to  fix  a  fee  for  attention  to  anch  ■  case  the 
L^itlalure  ahould  know  before  the  caie  aiUes, 
bow  many  diyi  or  weeks  it  would  take  lo  try, 
what  trouble  and  inveatigation  it  would  require 
before  trial,  whether  it  would  be  disposed  of 
B|Kedily  upon  Ihe  law,  or  whether  by  the  e»i. 
' 'is  continuation  would  be  long,  a""*  ;'■"■ 


Hd  looked  upon  it  aa  sound  publis  policy  that 
Ihe  expenses  of  goTcmmeDt  itwuld  ho  ascertain- 
ed and  limited  u  far  as  the  Mow  can  he  by  liw, 
■nd  not  left  to  eilber  the  diacrrtion  or  esprice  of 
any  public  officer  or  ogert.  He  should  voio  to 
relain  the  office  becao-e  lie  belisTed  the  public 
intcreat  required  it,  not  onl;  on  the  Mora  of 
economy,  but  beCBUte  U-.  welfare  and  proteciion 
of  society  would  be  giv-aniied  to  its  uieiabei* 
by  havii'g  an  officer  wh  i-e  duty  it  was  to  Bato- 
taio  and  ilodicate  the  la  >  ■  that  sutlaio  it. 

Ur.  HowixD.    The  q-.ieslioD  now  before  tbu 
Convoniiun  lusiy  b«  confined  within  a  lery  ni 


KDse  and  labor  m  proportion  to  its  lengin  inis  ^^  compa»s.  It  ii  no  an  amimdiaent  offered  b? 
owledge  would  neceawnly  bo  required,  if  the  |  u,^  gmllemsd  from  Cecil,  (Mr  Mcl.aae,)  ts  to 
auiD  paid  the  attorney  was  in  proportion  to  the  ,  certain  powers  to  be  granted  lo  tha  LefJalaUire 
services  rendered— and  Ibia  w«s  the  only  erite-  ^^^^  ^f^^  |i„,  ,e(,t,on  of  u,;,  report.  We  ha** 
rion  by  which  they  could  render  any  compensa-  heard  genllenjen  after  gentlemen,  thii  Diorniiw, 
tlnn  St  all.  The  Legislature,  therefore,  could  j,^;^^  jq  ^pj^  tuccesiion  and  praaanlingaaieiid' 
not  in  the  nature  of  thinga,  know  what  amount  qjcqIi  and  substitutea  which  were  all  out  of  or- 
to  pay  In  this  point  of  Ticw  he  looked  upon  |  der.  And  what  ia  all  this  mucellaneous  debate 
tbe  propMilion  of  the  pntlemtn  from  Cecil,  u  io  epd  in>  We  can  come  touoconcluaionsaito 
utterly  oat  of  the  queation.  I  the  djiposition  of  the  uiktler  before  ut.    All  tbl> 

Gentlemen  had  aiked  what  were  the  duties  of   debate,  instead  of  briiwing  us 

" I  a         .  .  .-^j     ^-     .. 


this  officer  ?  Had  they  lisleotd  to  the  able 
gumenlofhii  friend  from  I^lnce  OeorgeV  (M^ 
Bowie,)  who  h>id  shown  w'  at  were  liis  dutioi 
both  under  tbe  atatuta  and  the  common  lawr 
Be  WKuld  not  agiin  repeat  that  argument.  Un- 
der the  riatute  Isw  many  and  respotMible  dutta* 
were  thrown  upon  bin  In  reference  to  the  reTc* 
nueofiheStste,  when,  if  competent  and  proper 
»ttmHon  was  Mt  pwit  thB.BWte  mijht  ntivs*^ 


'■« 


ily  draws  us  awiy  froin  the  question      

-'  .  ippeanto  be  an  antaniaiitical  principle  at  work 

duties  which  defeats  all  aclion  on  the  part  of  ibis  CoD- 
veniion.  Is  there  to  be  an  Auomey  General  1 
Oenllemen  differ  on  that  que<it]aii.  What  are 
the  duties  of  the  oSce?  Gentlemen  differ  ai  to 
that  Those  of  us—]  rank  myself  with  thaw 
who  go  fur  the  amendment  of  tba  gentleman  from 
CoeiMwbo arain  tttat  of  aboUshiDK  iHf  oflM 
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for  some  of  the  other  propositions  which  miT  be 
lubmltted.  Some  gentiemeo  desire  to  naTe 
ft  tftltried  officer;  but  how  much  they  would  give 
him  no  one  has  said.  If  it  shaJI  be  proposed  ihat 
he  shall  have  filed  salary,  and  shall  perform  all 
the  duties  which  the  State  shall  require  of  him, 
then  we  shall  understand  it. 


Mr.  Howard,  in  reply,  said  that  if  an  Attor- 
ney General  agreed  to  take  the  office  for  fifteen 
hundred  dollam ,  he  would  come  to  the  Le«[isla- 
ture  for  additional  compensation.  It  was  imposi- 
ble  that  we  could  get  a  competent  man  to  go 
OTorthe  btate,  and  to  argue  cases  in  the  Supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  where  it  was  not 


It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  all  the  propositions  ]  unusual  to  pay  a  thousand  doJlart  for  an  arguaoent 


which  have  been  made  resolve  themselves  under 
two  general  heads.  Will  the  service  of  the  pub- 
Uo  bb  better  done,  and  will  it  be  cheaper  done, 
under  the  system  proposed  in  the  report  of  the 
gentleman  Irom  Frederick,  (Mr.  Shriver,)  than 


on  any  such  terms.  He  regarded  it  aa  the  most 
unreasonable  proposition  that  could  beadvftnced. 
He  believed  the  business  of  the  Siftte  could 
neither  be  more  cheaply  nor  better  perfonned  Iqr 
an  Attorney  General.    If  wo  have  such  an  offi- 


imder  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  cer,  his salaiy  will  goon,  whether  he  ie  easploy- 

Cecil?    I  think  not    I  think  nothing  will  be  ed  or  not.    But  in  the  way  now  proposed,  the 

gained  by  the  adoption  of  this  section  as  report-  counsel  in  the  service  of  the  State  would  only  be 

od  by  the  gentleman  from  Frederick.    Shall  we  employed,  when  their  services  were  wftuied,  and 

have  an  Attorney  General?    And  if  so,  ought  he  would  only  be  paid  when  employed.    Thus  the 

to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  or  sr-ali  he  be  State  would  be  put  to  no  expcoae  beyond  what 

elected  ov  the  people?    1  believe  that  the  idea  the  necessity  of  the  case  required, 

that  he  should  be  elected  by  the  people  is  the  Mr.  DoRnkT  rose  and  said: 


torney  General,  with  a.iiscretion  to  employ  cou^^^  the  debates,  would  be  led  to  suppose  fixMft  tbe 
sel  when  required  on  behalf  of  the  State,  out  of  character  of  those  remarks,  that  V(  Mr.  D..) 
theprofession  at  large.  •  .^  x  had  been  making  a  wanton  attack  on  persons  for 
The  gentleman  from  Charles  (Mr.  Jenifer,)  ^hom  he  felt  the  most  sincere  reapecr  Certain- 
has  referred  to  a  record  which  shows  that  when  ly  h  had  been  very  far  from  his  imentioD  to  say 
the  Govepnor  requires  ega I  services  m  aiiy  pai-  ^^^^  ^^ich  coiild  leave  an  unfavorable  impres. 
tjcular  locality,  he  will  take  his  counsel  from  ,ion  concerning  them. 

STk  ^V^^S\  ^"""^J^.u  "M?""*'  ^^%  ^^^  T*^.;       Mr.  SPBircER  bereexplaioed  that  he  had  ex- 

Why  shonlcf  he  send  the  Attorney  General  all  p^jsaly  stated  that  nothiM,  he  was  awftre,  which 

wr  the  State,  when  the  best  counsel  perhaps  m  f^d  been  sai<|  by  the  gendeman  from  AnM  Arun- 

the  State  may  be  on  the  very  sp..t,  at  their  own  jel,  was  intanded  to  have  a  personal  beariog;  but 

lesklenM  there?    I  would  therefore  give  the  Gov-  that,  as  the  genUeman  hadsaid,  that  ihTcoo- 

emor  the  power  to  select  counsel  at  his  discre-  t^actois  had  no  claim  against  the  State,   that 

tlon.    And  1  believe  this  will  be  a  cheaper  mode  dedaraUon  was  calculated  to  prejudice  the  claim 

than  the  (employment  of  an  Attorney  General.  jq  public  opinion. 

Unless  [Mr.  H.  continued,]  we  tie  up  the  Leg-       i^j..  Dorset  said: 
islature  from  giving  compensation  to  counsel,that       u^jij  «  .  ..iw„  I^  *k«»   ^.^  ^r  «k  4i 

body  can  most  pro^rly  determine  the  amount  of       "f.^/l"!"^^^^^  ^a^S^«. 

♦u-  f-*  {»  ryr^rJ^rt'Sn  f«  tVi-  <.ka*«nt«*  /*f  frki>  ^«..  msu's  romarKs  only,  but  to  what  he  had  said  m 

the  fee  in  proDortion  to  the  character  of  the  case,  reference  to  the  ciurt  of  appeab.    The  obsei^ 

He  saw  there  had  been  cases  in  which  extra  fees  ^,5«„.  «k;«k  k.    /m-    n  ?  VIa  J,17^    -_IL 

U.J  k^<.»  .ii^».«^     u<i  ..<>r<.**«4  «»  *k^  «.^»i^»  vations,  wnicn  he,  (Mr.  U.,)   had  made,  were 

had  been  allowed.    He  referred  to  the  employ-  ^^^  .^^^^^^  ^^  prejudice  the  claim,  but  i^re  in 

"u°^  l^  ?!i^^^1!^^f  K^"f '•'  *?  ^T^tT'^'  '«P*y  to  what  hid  tillen  from  the  ge^Ueman  from 

when  he  had  to  take  three  rips  to  that  State.-  Balflmore  city,  (Mr.  Gwinn,)  who  had  referred 

And  he  asked  how  we  could  send. UjeAttor^^^^^  to  this  matter  to'show  that  the  legitlatiire  was 

General  out  of  the  State,  and'  yet  tell  him  that  ^j^ber  not  competant,or  not  to  be  Trusted  to  set- 

we  would  hold  him  to  his  salary,  and  would  ^je  tbe  amount  of  compensaUon  to  be  allowed  for 

inake  him  no  extra  allowance.    This  could  not  legal  services  rendered.    The  gentleman  seemed 

be  done;  and  the  consequence  would  be  that  cases  to  think  it  so  just  a  cause  of  complaint  aniost 

of  application  for  additional  compensation,  would  the  legUiatura,  that  they  had  not  paid  the  Mitle- 

be  every  session  before  the  Legislature.  men  employed  in  ihU  case,  that  they  ought  not 

Mr.  Spencer  rose  for  explanation.    He  stated  to  be  trustM  to  fix  the  compensation  for  legal 

that  he  hadsaid.  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  services.     He  understood  the  gentleman  irom 

Cecil,  ( Mr.  McLRne,)  who  suggested  that  we  Baltimore  city,  to  say  that  the  legislature  bad 

could  not  get  an  Attorney  General  competent  to  refused  to  make  any  compensation  to  the  gentle- 

Serform  the  duties  of  the  office  for  two  thousand  men  employed,  for  their  services, 
ollars,  or  even  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  that       Mr.  (xwinn  replied  th«t  tbe  applicalioo  was 

a  competent  Attorney  General  might  be  obtained  un&vorably  reported  on  by  the   oommittee.— 

for  two  thousand  dollars,  and  perhaps  for  fifteen  Whether  it  was  acted  on  by  the  House,  he  did 

hundred  dollars.    He  said  that  if  the  Attorney  not  know.    If  it  was,  it  must  have  been  oo  the 

General  was  only  required  to  give  his  opinions  at  last  day  of  the  session. 

home,  and  to  try  cases  within  the  State,  he  be-       Mr.  Dorset  »aid  he  bad  necofaarily  iMnmedi 

Ueved  an  efficient  and  abioooA.  could  be  had  lor  from  the  previous  ranarks  of  the  eeotkaiast 


BiS 

if  it  w«ra  lo,  thay  had  onty  ^one  Ihsir  iaij,  ud  '  from  Iwma,  ^nt  navei  •ntiaitad  to  Uit  Attor* 

•serciMd  k  poirar  eipranlr  rsMrred  in  tbs  Itw  ntj  Genertl  tlona.    It  vu  never  coDtemplUMl 

for  the  •ppoinlaant  of  irbiirBlon,  who  went,  of  thit  they  tbould  br.    il  wit  no  part  of  the  dntf 

eouTM,  kpphwd  of  it  before  they  conlented  to  of  tbe  Attorney  Gencnl,  to  tiavel  aU  otar  tM 

Mt     Hs  wt%  prepared  to  pre  s  hiitory  of  the  United  Stalai-     If  lucb  a  salary  m  ii  ipoken  of, 

CM*,  but  be  would  onljr  ity,  Ibil  in  *iew  of  all  nere  allowed  him,  it  would  not  be  expected 

tlM  eircomitaikee*,  the  lubject  wai  ditcuued  lait  ,^i  he  would  be  required  lo  repraeent  the  State 


xomitaikee*,  the  lubiect  wai  ditc 
1,  and  tbaclaim  of  HcCuUough  w 


■  of  Hai; 


He  did 


a  court!  out  of  the  State  of  hlaryland,  with- 
oLit  additional  comptniatioD.  The  aalaty  itnlf 
would  be  no  adequate  compenaatioa. 

The  iceutleman  fTom  Queen  Anne's,  thinks 
tliat  upon  the  terms  he  bis  meiitioued,  the  State 
tsn  obtain  Tary  dislin^ishsd  meo.  Ua,  (Hr. 
L) ,  J  doubled  if  diitioguisbed  men  could  b«  oh- 
r  .in.j  at  any  such  a  salary  >s  the  gentleman  bad 
'bo  is  cotnpelent  to  fill  the  of- 
_.. .-  himieir  and  idranUn  to  tbe 
t^te,  nerer  would  accept  tbe  office  at  ihe  Mlary 
L«med.  if  then  were  only  the  ordinary  dutiee, 
men  might  be  found  to  take  it,  but  not  with  all 
thaie  exlraoidioBry  dutiei  out  of  the  StatSi  in 
•.be  performance  at  which,  be  wouM  ban  to 
luke  great  sacrifices. 

He  did  not  agree  in  the   idea,  that   il  wai  tbe 

duly  of  tbe  Attorney  General,  at  euoh,  to  toke 

laorecaifoftheintarestiDfltaeSuta,  than  could 

l«  expected  of  an;  other  counsel  U  whom  IhB; 

intend  to  make  any  reiurks  with  I  may  becommltted.    He  had  bMD  nearly  flfty 

.<        .  ..  A        ■'   .       1*         .11  '  .,.-.Ha  ai  rti*  hap  minA  nn  Ihn  Iwnp.n.  and    be  COIlld 


od  ^  a  Tote  of  nearly  two  to 

of  Oelecates.  The  chairman  of  the  eommlltee 
who  hard  Tolad  for  the  claim  bafore,  toted  B|[ainil 
it  afterwards  whan  the  Toto  was  fortj-flvo  to 
twenty-four  against  it.    The  clause  of  tbe  Act  of 


claim  of  tbe  arbitrators  Mr,  DoastT   bei_ .      ,  ^^^  ^^^^  ,j  eompeieni 

"f'"!^?!,"!**"'   Lep«'"»""'""L'^.''«Vf    ficewilhcr«liltohim«,lfa<S.d> 

mine  whether  they  would  pay  or  not.     Beliaiing,  ■•'"»■.■  _ 

■a  he  coDscieotiously  did,  that  the  State  bad  not 

a  ahadow  of  interest  In  tbe  matter,  and  that  there 

waa  no  claim  oo  tbe  State,  be  slated  what  he 

did.    The  BUu  determined  not  to  pay  the  arbv- 

tiatort,  beeauia  Mr.  McCullough  was  bound  to 

pay  tbau.    He  thont^t,  therefore,  that  from  this 

case,  the  sroutkd  could  ttol,  with  propriety,  be 

taken,  that  it  was  right  to  refuse  In*  power  to 

the  Legialalute  to  fix  tbe  compensitioo  for  legal 


'the  Attorney  Genettl.    He  would  I  years  ai  the  bar  and  on  the  bench,  ind 
forthe  report.  The  gentletoan  from    >«T    from  ha   own  personal  knowledge,    had 
'■  uTi  «#  esn  «t  an  Altarnav  Gen-     never  wilne«»ed  any  deficiency  m  xeal  or    sttoMi 
.  say.  »«  «n  »t  an  Attorney  l^n     ^^  ^^^         ^^  ^^^^^^  ^{  employed  by  the 

the  nractrca   to  I  a"""-    O"'"  '™"™''  "'"  ^^'  J""*  "    """^ 

f^;£;^^;tm.ru^AmVmicrKte"  ;r°f^ 

isit™tbalnotBlw.TrwerBmei.oflbe  '  O*"""''    He  tekes  the  oath  of  office  prescribed 

IS  It  was  inai  not  always  were  met.  o[  me    ^^    ,i,e  Constitution;  but  there  is   also  another 

oath  which  no  lawyer  will  tiolate,  and  which  he 

lakes  when  he  becomes  a  member  or  the  profev 

'■"'■     And  no  man  can  be  selected  by  the  Oov- 

wha  would  not  i^ard  thai  oath  as  obllEa' 

n  bis  conduct,  u  would  be  the  oath  of  Ine 


'i  says  w«  can  get  an  Attorney  Gen- 
eialfor  11300.    Ha,   [Mr.  D.]   knew   tbi'   '- 
many  years  past,  il  bad  hean  the  pracli 
make  such  appointments  from  pc "  ' 
and  thus  it  was  that  not  always 
mott  distinguished  tetents  selected.     It  is  Itpe, 
we  hare  bad  Luther  Martin,  who  conferred  more 
honor  00  the  office  than  he  derired  from  it.    We 
also  have  bad   Roger  B.  Taney,  now  Chier  Jus 
''at  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Steles. 


And  Mr.  Piocknejr  held  the  office  lempotarity,  I  ?|IrneT  Geneil 

UDtil  another  distinguished  individual  waa  com-        n,  thought   then,  that  there  was  no  rwl  ne- 
cessity for  the  appointment  uf  an  Attorney  Gen- 
.    .1 which  may  ar'—  '"  ■>—"""- 


UDtil  another  distinguished  indivi 

potent  lo  fill  il.  It  comported  with  his 

to  hold  it  awhile,  and  it  wes  given  lo  him  by  the 

State,  on  account  of  his   prorssiionsl   pre-emj. 

nence,  and  as  an  acknowladgment  for  great  ser- 

vice*  which  he  had  render^  the  Stele,   ia   ob~ 

Uining  a  large  cliim  which  >hs  had 


the  Goiemor  coold  look  among  the  profcs- 
ional  talant  of  the  county  or  adjoining  counties, 
.nd  appoiol  counsel  resident,  aa  jt  were,  on  the 
"-  could  do  this  for  less  comjieiuaiioD 


Uining  a  large  cliim  which  >hs  had  in  Lurope.      '  ,    ,  ^^j  he  could  do  this  for  less  compeni 
But  irtheappoialmentof  an  Attorney  General    J^^  [he  Allomey  General  would  require, 
ia  to  be  made  now,  as  it  baa  been  tor  some  yearc  <  ^^  |q  di^birge  tne  duties. 


past,  the  Stele  will  need  some  additional 
■el.  The  Attorney  General  will  have  lo  attanil 
to  all  the  buiinesg  of  tbe  SteU  on  the  Eastern 
Shorn,  and  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
TrnLlad  Steles.  He  believed  it  would  be  fouoil 
Ibattbe  cases  of  ihe  Sute  before  the  Uniietl 
Steles  Supreme  Court,  wete  never  trusted  en- 
tirely to  the  Attorney  General.  Ue  recollected 
very  well  that  whan  ha  wu  Attorney  Genaral, 
he  fell  very  much  gratified  at  the  appointment 
of  Soger  B.  Taoey,  to  aid  him  in  carrying  oo  a 
case  concerning  the  right  to  tex  merchandise 
imported  from  foreign  couotiie*.  before  tbe  bali^ 
waa  brolfa.  It  was  soalso,  in  ibe  caea  of  Mr. 
McCnilough,  in  Ibe  Bank  of  United  SUtea^ 
Caiai  ftf 'i|"  '^'"[rftrtafltti  wA  at  thia  diitaoce 


iporiant  criminal  case  were  to  be  tried 

,.  was  requisite  tbst  the  Steto  should  have 

rery  able  counsel,  the  QoTenior  can  obtain  U, 
'  will  heve  the  power  to   obtein  il  under  Ihii 

Ion.    Counsel  may  be  taken  from  among  the 

distinguished  men  in  Baltimore  and  eltewliere, 
and  taken  into  the  districli,  if  Ihe  Governor 
should  think  proper;  although  it  would  not  be 
neccuiiy,  when  in  thedlslrict  itsalforita adjoin- 
ing distriets,  dislinguished  counsel  could  be 
found  fully  competent  to  conduct  the  case.  And 
these  could  be  obtained  at  less  expense  than 
would  be  allowed  to  tbe  Attorney  General  if  ha 
attended  there.  Itbadnot  beenunusnal  whenthe 
Attorney  General  of  tbe  United  BUtea  who  has 
■tow  a  aalarr  of  i6flOQ  •.■jear^in  y^'iKBr^^^^*!^ 
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ditional  compensation  wheneTer  he  was  aent  to 
ft  dntance  and  waa  long  detained  or  rendered  im- 
portant senrices  to  the  Union. 

When  the  late  Attoniey  General,  Rererdy 
-Johnson  filled  that  office,  he  was  sent  to  New 
York  or  Philadelphia,  by  General  Taylor  to  at- 
tend to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  mo- 
mentous cases  about  to  be  tried  which  had  been 
preTiously  tried  and  decided  against  the  United 
States.  He  was  luccessful,  and  saved  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  fome  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
When  lie  returned,  General  Taylor,  expressed 
his  high  gratification  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
Attorney  General  had  performed  the  duties  en- 
trustrd  to  him,  and  asked  him  to  state  what  was 
the  amount  of  extra  compensation,  to  which,  ac- 
cording to  usage,  he  was  entitled.  Mr.  Johnson 
replied,thkt  he  had  examined  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  had  satisfied  himself  that  he  had  but  dis- 
charged his  duty  as  Attorney  General,  was  not 
enUJed  to  receive  and  would  not  receive  any 
compensation  fur  the  services  rendered,  other 
than  hia  salary. 

Mr.  Jenifer  asked  whether  Messrs.  Pinkney 
and  Rush  did  not  receive  large  eitra  fees? 

Mr.  DoasET  said,  he  could  not  answer  the 
question.  He  had  said  that  it  was  the  practice 
to  receive  additional  fees.  His  friend  before 
him,  (Mr.  Howard,)  said  it  waa  always  usual. 
.  Mr.  ScHLBT  referred  to  ibe  section  which  pro- 
hibits the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  salary  of 
ft  public  officer  while  he  remains  in  office. 

Mr.  Dorset  said: 

This  still  further  demonstrates  the  impropriety 
of  attempting  to  obtain  an  Attorney  General  at 
the  low  salary  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  Slate  could  never  expect  to  get,  at 
such  a  salary  as  that,  men  like  Luther  Martin, 
Pinkney  or  Taney,  who  conferred  more  honor  on 
the  office  they  filled,  than  did  the  office  on 
them. 

He  admitted  that  it  was  not  now  the  same 
honor  to  fill  the  office  as  it  was  formerly.  And 
his  own  appoiritnient,  perhaps,  might  in  bome  de- 
gree have  contributed  to  that  result.  But  be  the 
cause  what  it  may,  the  fact,  he  thought,  coulu 
not  bo  denied  that  at  the  pre&ent  day  the  honor 
of  being  Attorney  General  of  Maryland,  was  not 
sufficiently  great  lo  induce  the  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  to  seek  the  appomtment. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  send  counsei  to  distant  parts 
of  the  Stale,  to  attend  to  the  public  business,  it 
would  he  cheaper  to  find  persons  ou  the  spot 
competent  to  the  discharge  of  tliese  duties,  and 
who  would  take  care  to  see  that  justice  was  done 
to  the  State. 

Mr.  Spencer  said,  1  never  contemplated,  in 
proposing  to  give  the  Attorney  General  a  salary 
ot  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  that  he  was  to  perform 
duties  beyond  the  limits  of  this  State,  when  re- 
quired, as  well  as  wiihin  it,  for  that  sum.  1  do 
not  hesitate  to  express  my  belief  that  you  cannot 
get  an  oilicer  at  such  a  salary,  to  attend  to  bis 
duties  at  homo,  and  also  go  to  New  York,  or  any 
oilier  titatc  of  tlic  Union,  or  to  the  Supreme 
court  of  the  United  States.  If  an  officer  were  tn 
undeitike  to  do  it,  he  would  involve  himself  in 
debt.    No,  1  calculate  the  Mlecu  Wudse4  <iQV* 


lars  u  the  emolument  within  the  State  of  Mary- 
land.   This  waa  the  position  1  occupied. 

Mr  Dorset.  My  answer  was  thn,  that  I  do 
Bot  think  it  follows  from  necessity — that  it  is 
morally  certain  that  the  Attorney  General,  if  se- 
lected by  the  people,  would  be  taken  from  amosf 
the  most  able  and  distinguished  lawyers  ia  tks 
State—that  in  great  and  important  cases,  such 
as  the  one  I  have  already  referred  to,  or  wbeis 
the  sovereignty  or  important  pecuniary  interests 
of  tbeSUteof  Maryland  are  deeply  involved 
and  are  about  to  be  tried  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  Uniied  Sutes,  of  the  Court  ot  Appeals,  or 
in  some  other  court  of  the  United  States,  it 
is  desirable  that  Uie  State  should  be  represented 
by  a  member  of  the  bar  of  distinguished  emi- 
nence ;  that  such  an  one  would  be  found  in  tke 
Attorney  General  of  this  State  is  not  at  the 
present  day  a  matter  of  even  moral  certainty. 
The  interesu  of  Maryland,  therefere,  require 
that  the  Governor  should  be  permitted  to  seek 
him  in  any  part  of  the  State  where  be  is  to  be 
found,  and  not  be  restricted  to  the  employment 
of  an  Attorney  General  not  exactly  of  that  order 
of  talent  requisite  for  the  occasion. 

I  sUted  that  I  thought  the  Attorney  Geoeial 
of  this  SUte  had  not  been,  for  the  last  thirty 
years  or  more,  of  that  eminent  professional  abili- 
ty which  distinguished  them  in  olden  times,  when 
a  Martin,  a  Pinkney  or  Taney  occupied  that 
post,  and  conferred  more  honor  on  the  office  than 
the  office  did  on  them. 

Mr.  Sfrncerr.  The  gentlman^  answer  is 
just  what  I  expected;  and  when  I  say  thb  I  mess 
no  disrepect  to  the  gentleman.  1  mean  to  say  it 
is  the  only  answer  that  can  be  given.  One  of 
two  things  must  take  place,  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, if  we  have  one,  must  be  either  appointed  by 
the  Grovemor  or  elected  by  the  people.  The  ar- 
gument of  the  gentleman  appears  to  me  to  be  this: 
that  if  the  Governor  had  the  appointment,  then 
he  would  not  obtaii\  the  services  of  the  ablest  and 
most  profound  lawyers.  If  he  is  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  then  the  force  of  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  is  this :  that  the  rery  Goveioor 
who  appoints  an  Attorney  General  will  select  a 
feeble  and  unsuitable  man,  but  if  on  the  other 
hand,  he  is  to  be  required  to  select  special  coun- 
sel in  each  case  in  which  he  may  require  advice, 
then  he  will  go  to  some  particular  port  of  the  State; 
perhaps  to  Anne  Arundel  county,  or  to  Baltimore 
cily,  or  some  other  particular  placet  where  be  will 
find  and  select  some  very  distinguished  lawyer. 

Mr.  Dorset,  (in  his  seat.)  Or,  to  Queen 
Anne^s  county. 

Mr.  Spencer.  I  am  glad  to  find  the  gentle- 
man looks  to  Queen  Anne*s,  but  I  fear  he  will 
find  an  order  of  men  Ihei  e /or  6e«»uf  those  of^innt 
Arundel.  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  compare 
well  with  the  rest  of  the  State. 

Mr.  President,  I  apprehend  if  an  Attorney 
General  is  appointed  by  the  Governor,  be  would 
be  as  cautious  in  selecting  him,  as  be  would  be 
in  selecting  special  counsel. 

But,  again,  if  the  Governor  is  not  to  appoint, 
then  the  people  will  elect.  Here  1  apprehend  that 
inasmuch  as  there  is  a  probability  of  the  people 
VmD%te(V!iiced  to  elect,  the  geatlenan  loon  iirte 
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futurity  and  is  afraid  that  the  people  will  not 
lect  an  efficient  officer,  but  one  that  would  be 
utterly  inefficient  to  try  a  cause.  He  thinks  the 
people  cannot  be  trusted,  and  the  Governor  can- 
not be  trusted,  with  the  selection  of  an  Attorney 
General;  and  at  the  same  time  he  nays  the  Gov- 
ernor will  select  able  counsel,  if  he  is  deprived 
of  an  Attorney  General. 

I  apprehend  no  such  thinj;.  On  the  contrary, 
I  believe  that  if  the  people  are  called  upon  to 
•elect  an  Attorney  General,  Uiey  will  select  an 
efficient  and  able  man.  And  therefore  it  is,  1 
My,  the  gentleroau^ff  argument  proves  nothing, 
for  it  proves  too  much.  I  take  the  ground  that 
it  is  demonstrated  clearly  and  without  the  possi- 
bility of  misrepresentation,  that  the  Attorney 
General — the  law  officer  of  the  State,  represents 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Stale,  and  therefore  when 
you  attempt  to  strike  down  this  officer,  you  aim 
a  blow  at  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  people. 
And  when  you  do  that,  you  commit  a  most 
•erious  offence,  for  there  is  a  great  distinction 
between  reforming  abuses  and  practicing  innova- 
tion. I  say  that  when  you  attempt  tostrikedown 
that  officer,  you  step  on  the  ground  of  innovation, 
and  there  is  no  reform  in  that.  I  hold  to  the 
doctrine  that  if  there  be  a  necessity  for  counsel, 
it  ought  to  receive  the  approval  of  the  people 
themselves. 

In  conclusion,  I  repeat  what  I  have  before 
said,  that  I  would  allow  the  Attorney  General  a 
salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year,  for  his 
services  within  the  limiu  of  this  State;  but  if  the 
Governor  chooses  to  send  him  beyond  those 
Jim  its,  then  1  would  be  willing  to  leave  it  to  the 
Governor,  to  judge  of  the  discretion  and  pro- 
priety of  saying  what  compensation  should  be  al- 
lowed that  officer,  for  extra  services  on  account 
of  being  sent  abroad.    That  is  the  position  I  take. 

The  gentleman  from  Anne  Arundel,  seems  to 
think  that  the  Attorney  Generals  of  modern  days 
are  not  equal  in  ability  and  talent  to  the  Attor- 
ney Generals  of  olden  times  and  of  the  old  school. 
Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  all  the  wisdom  and  learn- 
ing belong  to  former  days,  although  I  am  proud 
to  know  that  we  have  had  so  many  brilliant  judi- 
cial men,  such  as  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  who  was  once  Attorney  General  of  Ma- 
ryland. No,  1  do  not  believe  that  all  the  learn- 
ing and  talent  belong  to  the  men  of  other  days. 
I  ^lieve  there  is  to  be  found,  in  this  State,  coun- 
sel equal  to  any  of  former  times.  And  there  are 
men  rising  up  every  day,  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  who  would  do  honor  to  the  station,  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  office  is  to  go  a  bepiping. 
]  believe  that  if  you  adopt  a  wise  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  there  will  be  no  lack  of  able  and 
highly  competent  men,  ready  and  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  office  of  Attorney  General  of  Maryland, 
and.  therefore,  it  is,  1  am  opposed  to  the  amend 
ment. 

Mr.  DoRsBv  said.  A  word  in  explanation  of 
what  I  have  already  said,  as  to  which  there  ap- 
pears some  misconception,  though  i  think  my  re- 
marks would  be  justified  and  correctly  under* 
stood,  without  saying  anything.  1  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  there  weve  not  now  dittioguished  and 


able  men  at  the  bar  of  Maryland.  I  stated  their 
were  men  in  it,  as  able  and  distinguished  as  any 
in  the  United  States,  as  lawyers.  1  have  had  an 
intimate  acquainunce,  fur  a  great  many  years, 
with  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  and  I  think  1  can  say 
this  with  perfect  safely,  as  distinguished  and  able 
men.  There  are  men  that,  if  my  life  d^tpended 
upon  it,  I  would  unhesitating  trust  myself  in  their 
hands,  but  1  do  not  say  that  such  as  are  fit  to  be 
Attorney  Generals,  abound  throughout  the  State. 
I  said  that  of  late  years  Attorney  Generals  were 
frequently  appointed,  not  bacauae  they  were  the 
most  able  men  in  the  State,  in  point  of  legal  at- 
lainment^,  but  from  motives  of  political  partiality 
or  something  of  that  descriptiou,  upon  no  other 
principle,  Mr.  President,  can  I  account  for  my 
elevation  to  that  office,  which  I  held  for  a  few 
years,  some  thirty  years  ago. 

As  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  as 
to  the  high  dignity  of,  and  profound  reapect 
shown  to  the  Attorney  General,  as  representing 
the  sovereignty  of  the  State,  and  the  impor- 
tance thereof  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  du- 
ties for  the  State.  I  would  merely  say  that  I 
have  always  regard  substance  more  than  form. 
I  have  ever  coniiUered  that  in  a  court  of  justice, 
the  argument  of  any  other  lawyer  has  just  as 
mnch  weight  in  the  decision  of  a  cause,  as  the 
argument  of  the  Attorney  General  himself.  It 
will  do  well  enough  for  gentlemen  in  this  bodv, 
to  talk  about  the  dignity  and  sovereignty  of  toe 
State,  as  represented  in  the  Attorney  General, 
and  on  southern  principles  and  feelings  to  gratify 
our  own  conceits.  But  when  you  come  to  ap- 
ply them  to  matters  of  litigation.they  are  wholly 
disregarded  in  the  adjudications  of  courts  of 
justice. 

The  idea,  therefore,  of  the  soverei^ty  of  the 
State,  being  m  the  Attorney  General,  or  its  hav- 
ing an  influence  upon  the  rights  of  the  State  be- 
i  fore  a  judicial  tribunal,  exists  only  in  the  imagi- 
nation of  a  visionary  dreamer.  It  deserves  not 
the  weight  of  a  feather  in  this  Convention. 

Now,  the  gentleman  from  Queen  Anne'i,  TMr. 
Spencer,]  asks  me  whether  i  think  that,  if  It 
were  left  to  the  people  to  choose  an  Attorney 
General,  they  would  not  always  make  a  good 
selection?  That  is  not  my  opinion.  But  I  say  if 
the  office  is  to  be  continued,  I  would  leave  it  to 
the  people  as  soon  as  I  would  leave  it  to  the  Go- 
vernor—judging from  the  past.  I  would  have 
^  much  more  confidence  that  abler  men  would  be 
j  selected  by  the  people  than  by  the  Governor. 
I  believe  it  would  bo  the  pride  of  the  penple  to 
have  one  of  the  must  distinguished  men  m  this 
State  appointed  Attorney  General,  and  such  a 
man  would  be  voted  for  and  elected,  if  his  ap- 
j  pointment  was  considered  without  reference  to 
political  party  motives,  or  the  interference  and 
corrupting  influence  of  electioneering  politicians. 
I  think  the  first  lawyers  in  the  2)tate,  if  tendered 
to  them  by  the  people,  without  an  effort  on  their 
part  to  obtain  it,  would  accept  the  office. 

i  am,  therefore,  not  liable  to   the  insinuated 
charge,  that  1  am  asainst  tru&Uus^v.^^  v»s^^-  ^^»«w 
the  coTiXxax^  ,V  %m  wi  W«^\  <A\x>3a?;a:B%^^!*  y*"^^ 
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rather  than  executive  patronage  and  favoritism. 

Mr.  Srbiykr  aaid: 

It  was  mj  intention  to  have  responded  to  some 
of  the  ohjections  which  have  been  urged  to  the 
adoption  ef  the  first  section  as  reported  bj  the 
committee,  but  ns  the  whole  mibject  has  been  so 
l^lly  and  ably  diMsussed,  and  as  the  Convention 
•eem  anxious  for  a  vote  on  this  question,  I  deem 
it  impiroper  to  consume  more  time,  and  will  con- 
tent myself  by  reading  the  second  section  as  I 
propose  to  amend  it. 

[Mr.  8.  read  the  section  as  proposed  to  be 
amended.] 

That  section  when  amended,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  first,  will,  [  thinic,  answer  most  of 
the  objections  made  to  the  first  section  as  report- 
ed by  the  committee. 

IVIr.  PHki.ps  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment, 

Which  was  read. 

The  question  was  stated  to  be,  first,  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Dirickson. 

Mr.  DiRtcKsoN  with  the  consent  of  the  Conven- 
tion so  modified  said  amendment,  as  to  insert  the 
word  *'thereafler,"  between  the  words  **may'' 
and  "allow." 

Mr.  D.  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 

Which  were  ordered,  and 

Being  taken,  resulted  a3  follows: 

•Slffirmalive — Messrs.  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent, 
Donaldson,  Dorsey,  Wells,  Weems,  Brent  of 
Charles,  Crisfield,  Dashiell,  Williams,  Hicks, 
Hodson,  £ccleeton,Pholps,  Dirickson,  McMaster, 
Fooks,^McHenry,  Carter,  Stewart  of  Baltimore 


tion  on  striking  out— but,  after  some  eoDversa- 
tion  as  to  the  etfect  of  the  motion,  withdrew  it 

Mr.  Spencrr  renewed  it. 

A  long  conversation  followed  as  to  the  state  of 
the  question,  and  the  efiect  of  the  amendment 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motkm  to 
strike  out,  and  the  result  was  as  follows : 

4ffirmaHve— Messrs.  Morgan,  Wells,  Sellman, 
Weems,  Jenifer,  Crisfield,  Williams,  Hodson, 
Eccleston,  Phelps,  Bowie,  Spencer,  BreDt  of  Ktl- 
timore  city,  Kilgour,  Uollyday,  Smith,  and  Show- 
er—17. 

Negative — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Fre^t,,  pro  tern., 
Ijce,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Donej, 
Brent  of  Charles,  Howard,  Bell,  Welch,  Chand- 
ler, Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot.  Dashiell, 
Chambers  of  Cecil,  McCullough,  Miller,  M^ 
I-.ane,  Wright,  Dirickson,  McMaster,  Foob, 
Shriver,  Sapplngton,  Mc Henry,  Magraw,  Nel- 
son, Carter,  Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Stewart  6f  Bal- 
timore city,  Sherwood  of  Baltimore  city,  Ware, 
Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  John  Newcomer,  Harbioe, 
Brewer,  Weber,  Slicer,  FiUpatrick,  Parke,  sod 
Cockey— 43. 

So  the  Convention  refused  to  strike  out. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  substitute 
amendment  of  Mr.  McLane. 

The  President,  (pro  (em.,)  said,  that  the  sub- 
stitute was  not  in  ordai^— the  Convention  having 
refused  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  Wrems  desiied  to  offer  a  substitute. 

The  President,  (pro  tern.,)  said,  it  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Kent,  called  the  attention 


eily,  fehley,  Fiery. Neill,  John Newcomer.Har-   °f  »'!'=  Cj;"'  «<>  the  ^'""'^3,:!^°'^"}^:..  .. 

wjL  xki  u  '   ri  ii'j       Of  r*-.      .  •  i.       j  '     The  PRE8mENT,  (pro  (Hn.,)  reconsidered  nis 

bme,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Sheer,  Fitzpalrick   and  |  ^^^.^.^^^  ^^  consultinVthe  rule,  and  declared  the 


SmiUi— 30. 

•  Negative — Messrs.  Buchanan,  President,  pro. 
tern.,  Moiigan,  Jenifer,  Howard,  Bell,  Welch, 
Chandler,  Dickinson,  Sherwood  of  Talbot, 
Chambers  of   Cecil,    McCullough,    Miller,  Mc 


substitute  of  Mr.  McLane  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Weems  then  said,  he  should  offer  a  substi- 
tute for  tjie  section,  and  that,  before  it  was  read, 
he  would  say  a  f«*w  words. 


Lane,  Bowie,  Spencer,  Wright,  Shriver,  Sap-  /'";  " '  ""^'^i  T.^r"  7i*irn^r«i  on;!  IZli^ 
pingtin,  NeliofH  Hardcastle,  Gwinn,  Brii.t  of  of  the  olBce  of  A  toraey  Genera  1,  and  notwith- 
fc!-iT:l.J_A:/„     ouA...__j    li.    D-i.M-_-   -:.I-     standms  his  unwiiims^ess  to  participate  lo  the 


Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  opposed  to  the  abolitioo 
the  o 

•rumore  city.    Sherwood    of  Baltimore  city.  ',^'"'*'".«  •"l^  Ki!l"n^1?„!i°.JP!l"S!!.  „„  h. 

iv.^A    ir:i»«./..     n..^«»«.     P«..b«     qk^«.«..  o«,i  discussionof  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  he 

C^ke'f-al                                       ^^^^'^^^'^""^  would,  if  in  order,  offer  a  substitute  for  the  first 

si^*u^^Z!^^A «♦  „,«o —  1  t^  section.     Before  doing  so,  however,  he  desired 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to-  ^              ^he  floor  for  a  few  momenU,  while  be 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  adoption  ^i^led  very  briefly  the  reasons  by  which  he  had 

of  the  substitute  as  offered  by   Mr.  McLank,  on  ^een   influenced.     In  looking  over  the  Ubular 

yesterday  for  the  first  section  of  the  report,  be-  statement,  showing  the  amount  paid  by  the  Exe- 

ing  in  these  words:  cutive  to  counsel  during  the  year  1850,  he  found 

**In  cases  required  by  the  public  interest,  the  the  sum  to  be  very  little  less  than  six  thousand 

Governor  shall   have   power  to   employ  counsel  dollars.     This,  in  his  judgment,  was  a  very  im- 

under  such  regulations  as  the  legislature  »hall  portant  item   of  expense,  one  in  which  his  ooo- 

prescribe."  stiluents  as  well  as  the  whole  people  of  the  State 

Mr.  Jenifer  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  said  were  interested.    For  one,  he  bad  always  thought 

first  section  and  substitute  the  folio wing-»  the  Attorney  General  a  very  necessary  and  im- 

'*There  shall  be  an  Attorney  General  appoint-  portant  officer,  as  the  adviser    of  the  Governor 

ed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  and  Treasurer  of  the  State.     He  consideiedhim 

consent  of  the  Senate,  whose  term  of  office  shall  the  proper  person  to  defend  any  citizen  of  the 


expire  with  that  of  the  Governor,  and  whose  duty 
and  compensation  shall  bo  regulated  by  law.'' 

The  question  was  then  itated  to  be  on  the  sub- 
stitute of  Mr.  Jenifer. 


State  who  might  be  arrested  and  put  upon  his 
trial  for  an  alleged  crime  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
State.  rbis  bill  provides  for  the  election  ot* 
I'roseculing  Attorneys  by  the  people  in  the  sev^ 


Mr.  Shriver  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  '  eral  counties  and  city  of  Baltimore,  by  which  ar- 
were  ordered, 
Mr.  GwiKH  called  for  :i  dh'iaiou  ol  \)tA  cv^«b«^  K\.\otii«:s 


i  rangement,  (continued  Mr.  W.,)  the  duUesof  thi 
o  K\.\ot^<&^  QitiiAt^V  \t\ll  be  very  much  mitigated. 


I  oiBke  no  objection  lo  Uii*  portimot  llie  nporl. 
I  ■iuccntj  h-^tia  it  Uft;  iroik  *>«I1-    I  Mnoot. 

Tiem  u  set  fbnb  in  the  G»t  KCiian  of  Ihis 
report.  I  woaM  prsferoonlinHlngthlvofllo,  and 
letling  Ihe  Gofernor,  wilh  tlio  atHice  and  con- 
WDI  (if  the  SBDitc,  tjipoiot  [be  Ailonie;  Geoeral, 
wboM  lenn  of  oCm  (bould  b«  tb«  mim  as  thst 
of  tba  bamtln.  Bj  thii  umi|HBaBt  I  thiah 
modi  axpMua  mar  be  nrad  toiba  Btala,Midllie 


dienee.  HiTlnE  sx^ciud  m;  hnnbla  riews,  I 
DOW  offer  lbs  ^  following  scanibsUtute  for  tbe 
flnt  section : 

'■rhe  GoTernor,  with  the  adtice  and  caoicDt 
of  Ihe  Senate,  (hall  have  pairer  to  appoint  an 
AUornej  General  for  the  State,  ithou  term  ot 
ofice  shall  be  jeats:  and  it  shall  be  tbe  duly 
ol  said  Atlorne;  General  lo  attend  lo  all  cases 
in  which  the  Stale  ma]-  be  cuncerned,  and  the 
anoua]  compensation  to  aild  officer  ahall  lie  livo 
Ihouaand  doHsrs,  for  >or*ice!i  rendered  within 
the  limiu  of  ibe  State;  il  fiball  alio  be  ha  duly 
to  attend  lo  asj  case  beyond  the  limiLi  of  the 
Stale,  whenever  required  w  to  do  hy  the  Gorer- 
nor,  and  far  serTices  performed  out  of  tliis  Slate, 
he  ihall  receive  .luch  additional  compensation  as 
taaj  be  allowed  by  the  Legislaliire  at  its  fint  ses> 
lion  after  aucb  services  shall  hare  been  perform- 


r«^fi!£S 


ed." 


The  c 


19  iheti  taken,  and  the  subsii- 


Tbe  question  wt 

te  of  Mr.  Wkims  was  reje 

The  question  recurred  on  the  substitute  of  Mr. 


to  Mr,  tt^M  mAhfiWiik  *mmm  ttit 
iM  fit  tlwjpracMM  of  lb*  vMaSSStm  ttm 
njMir. ,  Hm  qnutioa  mam  Mbn  oi  hu  bwa 
Itimlh"  talked  todMlh."  It  Imh  >>•<«••  »• 
peatedljr  ijtered  ud  fMliered,  MiiBJBd  ud  n: 
tmmded,  that  iiotirilbit>^li«  aU  tU  riah  ^ 
plijt  of  let*l  hce— notwIUiatudiiw  dw,  «lak» 
r«tt  opinions  eipieMed  kj  gmOamai.  laaiMl  k 
the  lav,  I  eaniMt  tnil  eome  to  the  aana  caddv 
iien  that  Bei^smbi  naoklla  cane  lo  vbia  at- 
ttof  bj  tbe  tide  or  Tbomu  Jclluaaa  at  tba  Ifaa 
of  the  Bdimtian  of  the  Deelaratfoa  of  Titde^afr 
denee.  Tbe  anecdote  ii  liistorictl,  and  no  doubt 
funlliartoall  bare — but,  old  and  funUitr  ■•  K 
ma?  b*)  I  sbaii  here  repeat  it,  aa  noat  appliai^ 
ble  to  tbe  present  condition  of  the  biniiMMtf  t^ 
CoDventJon.  It  is  Ibis :  When  tbe  DeelaratSuB 
of  Indepeadeaca  waa  under  diseuaaioii,  and  Hr. 
JafibnoD  nss  writhing  under  the  criUaliDB  tbat 
were  belDf  made  on  some  of  its  parts,  FianhllB, 
bj  way  ol  consoling  him,  told  Ihe  ikHj  of  JehB 
Thomson,  who  was  about  to  set  up  boslnaae  br 
himself  as  a  hatter,  and  who  cooaulted  bit  a»- 
qusintances  on  the  important  subject  of  bia  dan. 
The  one  he  bad  propoaed  to  himself  waa  thU  ; 
"  John  Thompson,  bailer,  makes  and  aetli  bati 
fbr  ready  mooej,"  wilh  tbe  s^  of  a  bat.  Tba 
Snt  frleed  whsie  advice  be  asked,  ii 
that  Ihe  word  •>  batter  '■  wss  entinlj  i 


McL, 
Mr  CaisFiiLo  moved  to  amend  said  wtotilule  fcr'iw  baU -few  persw'wishlDB 


Mr.  C  a<ilied  the  yeasand  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment, which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted a*  follows: 


The  next  remarked,  1  ..  . 

iary  to  mention  that  be  required  "  ready  nawj 
._._     . 'igcwdlt  to  a 


be  night  sometine*  Bud  It  adTtoaUe  U 
These  wocda  were  aeeoidlnri;  atniek 
tbe  sign  then  stood,  "  John  Tbonaon  n 
sells  bata."  A  third  friend  wbo  t 
obeerred,  tbat  when  a  nan  looked  to  buj  a  ba^ 
ha  did  adt  care  who  aiade  it;  on  whiofa  two  nore 
words  were  slrickeo  out  On  showing  to  aaolhac 
tbe  sign  thus  abridged  lo  "  John  TboniM  Nib 
hats,"  be  eiclained, "  why,  who  tbe  devil  wID 
•xpeetyou  to  give  them  away?"  On  wUeh 
oogent  critioism,  two  nore  words  ware  eipnag- 
ad ;  and  nothing  of  the  original  sign  was  left  hot 
"  John  Thomson,"  wilh  tbe  sign  of  the  bat. 

Now,  tiiere  ba*  been  a  jgraat  conmunptioa  of 
tjina  on  this  sebject,  and  it  do««  aaein  tome  ttat 
it  ba*  already  been  decided  by  tbe  vote  jnrt  ta- 
ken on  tbe  amendment  of  the  gentlanan  fkap> 
Charles,  [Mr.  Merrick,]  that  we  eball  Imt*  i 


JfftrmaRBc — MessT).  Buchanan,  President,jiro 
tern,,  Lee,  Chambers  of  Kent,  Donaldson,  Dorsey, 
Br«nt  of  Charles,  Jenifer,  Bet!,  Welch,  Dickin- 
son, Sherwood  of  Talboi,  Dashlell,  Ecclciton, 
Cbambers  of  Cer^il,  McCulloauh,  Miller,  Me- 
Lane,  Wrlg)it,  Dirickson.  McMasler,  fooks, 
Sbriver,  Sappmglon,  McHenrj,  Magmw,  Nel- 
son.  Carter,  Uwinn,  Stewart  ol  Baltimore  city. 
Brent  of  Baltimore  cily.  Sherwood  of  Baltimore 
city.  Ware,  Schley,  Fiery,  Neill,  J..hn  Newcom- 
er, Harhine,  Brewer,  Weber,  Hollyday,  Slicer, 
Filzpatrick,  Smith,  Parke,  and  Coekey — 15. 

AegsliM— Messrs.  Morgan,  Wells,    Sellman.  .  ..  

Weems,  HowRid,  Chandler,  Crisfield,  Williams,  Attorney  General;  and  we  seen  to  baTa  dona 
Hodson,  Phelpi,  Bowie,  Spencer,  Eilgour  and  i  mach  the  sams  ihing  a*  was  done  in  r^ard  to 
Shower— 14.  John  Thompson's   sign— struck  ont  evary^ng 


Solheamendmenlof  Mr.  Catsrtiu)  was  agreed 


tir.  SHiawooD,  of  Baltimore  city,  I  have 
ened  wilh  Ereat  atlentjun  to  ibis  debate,  Mr. 
:sident,  and  was  in  hopes  that  it  would 


that  has  been  presented  for  onr  c< 
and  left  nothing  b«  a  name  and  a  slin !  And  yet 
my  friend  inaiits  upon  restoring  thai  whieb  W 
been  (triekan  eat,aiidthDs  revive  an  oSee  wbicb 
1  think  has  been  pronounced  by  tbe  daliberata 
votes  and  determined  action  of  this  CoDventiaa, 
■      t  it  Is 


"nec^ry'lornfliel  any  remarks  of  mine  upon  it»  ~  determined  to  my  entire  ntishction. 
fBiienceof  Ibis  CooTention;  but  I  find  that  II     iwooldiMt  have attami{M.«e. that im 


«r  «!  uqr  •tbir*  to  dbtratenqrirtf  «i  tha  intrtli- 

CtM  Mid  wiKlM  of  this  Coiif««Uoa,  «d  I  not 
IcoMtraiMdtodoio  VjTftMBMof  Aitj.  1 
hK9%  bcM  ■  qoitt  Wt  fttttstivt  BMiWri  and 
iMVtfliitovwadtotetMalltbt  ^pmtfaoi  that 
hKn  bam  Vromht  baiwt  m,  to  flv  w  ■▼  Jii4|* 
BM«  M  OMi  corrtetly  ad  iUrljr.    If  um  It 

SfeBtltntn  in  dib  body,  wom  oot  afUr  an 
tfiog  and  long  pfotiaetod  pationea,  it  is  mr* 
•alt  I  wiah  to  ate  moro  aetinf  and  laaa  tpaak- 
ill;  bat  if  MtfJv  ia  to  ba  tlM  ordar  of  tho  day— 
if  spmtkn  an  to  bo  tho  only  raanlta  of  tba  laMra 
of  toia  OanvontiflO—if  wrds  aro  to  rapay  tbo 
fnpU  fet  tba  tfoaaoro  oKpondad  in  thair  oftrte 


I  o  joaomo  a  faAvn  of  tho  ^boooa  tiat  pnat  baa- 
▼ihrandnnaMinyopeBthaflt—l  will  not  stand 
idly  by 

"And  aooboMdoadaoehiavadby  othar^handi;" 

botwillbaraaltarondaavorto  do  my  ahaio  of 
tba  (o/iMir>  to  inflict  at  anny  sp^eekss  ai  the 
moat  oloqnint,  and  to  contnMite  my  foil  qaota 
Qiw9rdsia  tho  diaemaion  of  all  aabjoeU  that 
may  eomo  np.  I  bopa,  howover,  lor  a  bettei 
atatoof  thii^ 

Pandinf  tho  qnaatioo, 

ThoConfontion  adgooniad  witil  10  o'clock  to> 
morrow  morning* 


EVD  OF  VOLUm  I. 


3  2044  019  278  779 


■  ■?■:« 


I. 


■I 
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